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        Harris addresses teachers ahead of meeting with Israeli prime minister
        Toluse Olorunnipa, Molly Hennessy-Fiske

        Harris has swiftly has united much the Democratic Party behind her candidacy since she jumped into the presidential race on Sunday.

      

      
        Election 2024 latest news: Trump would 'return America to a dark past,' Harris tells teachers union
        Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Netanyahu to meet with Biden and hostage families, then with Harris
        Tyler Pager, John Hudson

        The White House is trying to pressure the Israeli prime minister to accept terms of a cease-fire and hostage-release deal.

      

      
        Conspiracy theories about Biden's covid built on years of Trump rhetoric
        Sarah Ellison, Mariana Alfaro

        Joe Biden abandoned his campaign. Donald Trump and his allies rushed in with conspiracy theories. How these wild theories are shaping the 2024 race.

      

      
        Democrats hope bad polls were a Biden problem, not a policy problem
        Paul Kane

        With Biden stepping aside from the 2024 race, Democrats hope the poor polling was just about the president's age and fitness for office, not his policies.

      

      
        Why almost everyone assumes Kamala Harris has to pick a White man as VP
        Ashley Parker, Dylan Wells

        While there are a few non-White or female candidates under consideration, the list of possibilities is dominated by politically moderate White men.

      

      
        What to know about the Democratic convention with Harris's likely nomination
        Andrew Jeong, Niha Masih

        Although many Democrats quickly endorsed Vice President Harris, they must make a formal nomination, most likely through a virtual vote ahead of the Chicago convention.

      

      
        Biden's Oval Office speech amounts to a wistful first farewell
        Matt Viser

        The man who entered political life as one of the youngest U.S. senators in history is coming to terms with leaving as the nation's oldest president in history.

      

      
        Biden seeks to define his legacy in address explaining his campaign exit
        Toluse Olorunnipa

        Even with the spotlight now on Vice President Harris as Democrats' likely presidential nominee, Biden sought to show how he'll be engaged until his term ends.

      

      
        Biden gives speech on dropping out, what he wants to accomplish
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail and live updates from Biden's 8 p.m. Wednesday night speech about his decision to end his reelection campaign.

      

      
        'Not going to be nice': Trump, Harris trade sharp attacks as 2024 race resets
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Hannah Knowles, Meryl Kornfield

        The competing appearances are a chance for each candidate to frame the stakes of the race as it plunges into uncharted territory.
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Harris addresses teachers ahead of meeting with Israeli prime minister
Harris has swiftly has united much the Democratic Party behind her candidacy since she jumped into the presidential race on Sunday.
By Toluse Olorunnipa, Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2024-07-25

Vice President Harris speaks at a campaign event Tuesday in West Allis, Wis. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post) 


Vice President Harris addressed an influential teachers union in Houston on Thursday morning before traveling to Washington to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the afternoon, a preview of the delicate political and policy terrain she must navigate during her shortened and frenetic presidential campaign.
Calling herself a "proud product of public education," Harris extolled the "noble" work of educators and attacked Republicans who have called for arming teachers to prevent school shootings.
"Just think about it. We want to ban assault weapons, and they want to ban books," she said during the speech, which wrapped in a range of issues such as collective bargaining, abortion, gun violence and same-sex marriage under the broader theme of "fundamental freedoms."
The address to the American Federation of Teachers, a 1.8-million-member group that has endorsed Harris's candidacy, was the latest in a string of events that have demonstrated support for her bid to defeat Republican nominee Donald Trump. After a rally in Milwaukee on Tuesday and a speech to thousands of Black women at a sorority convention in Indianapolis on Wednesday, Harris's speech to teachers was yet another foray into friendly territory with large, adoring crowds. The events, featuring boisterous crowds, have showcased how swiftly she has united much of the Democratic Party behind her candidacy since she jumped into the presidential race on Sunday.
However, after Harris's trip back to Washington, her planned a one-on-one meeting with Netanyahu is likely to be a more staid setting. In her first sit-down with a foreign leader since launching her campaign for president, Harris will have to confront the rifts that have emerged between the United States and Israel over the war in Gaza, which she has often described with forceful and empathetic language about Palestinian suffering. Voters who had vowed not to vote for Biden over his handling of the war will be watching Harris closely as she publicly deals with a thorny foreign policy matter for the first time since Biden's exit from the presidential race.
Earlier Thursday, Harris released her campaign launch video in an attempt to introduce herself to the country during the 100-plus-day sprint to Election Day. The video aimed to draw a sharp distinction with Trump and amplify the pro-freedom theme that has become central to Harris's pitch.
"In this election, we each face a question: What kind of country do we want to live in?" Harris says in the video, which campaign officials said would air across social media platforms beginning Thursday. "There are some people who think we should be a country of chaos. Of fear. Of hate. But us? We choose something different. We choose freedom."
Meanwhile, Trump and his allies have criticized Harris more directly in recent days, aiming to define her before she has an opportunity to introduce herself more broadly to the public.
At a rally in North Carolina on Wednesday, Trump referred to Harris as a "lunatic" and "incompetent," attacking her on immigration and painting her as incredibly liberal.
"If Kamala Harris gets in, she would be the most radical, far-left extremist ever to occupy the White House, times 10," Trump said.
Harris's campaign shot back Thursday by describing Trump as a "78-year-old criminal," responding to the former president's appearance on Fox News, in which he accused Harris of staging a "palace coup" against Biden.
"After watching Fox News this morning we only have one question, is Donald Trump ok?" the campaign said, offering Harris as "an alternative."
Harris has largely focused on domestic policy in her appearances this week, while Biden has indicated he would spend the final six months of his term leaning into foreign policy objectives.
But groups like the American Federation of Teachers, while mostly focused on issues like educator pay, recruitment, school funding and collective bargaining, have also taken interest in the war in Gaza, calling for a cease-fire and debating whether to divest from companies linked to Israel's military campaign. The conflict has killed more than 39,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and created a humanitarian calamity in which thousands of children have been out of school for months.
Biden also plans to meet with Netanyahu on Thursday and speak privately with the families of hostages who were among the 250 taken captive during Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, which Israel estimates killed about 1,200 people. During an address to the American people on Wednesday evening, Biden pledged to use his remaining months to bring resolution to the long-running conflict.
"I'm going to keep working to end the war in Gaza, bring home all the hostages and bring peace and security to the Middle East and end this war," he said.
Hours earlier, Netanyahu had delivered a defiant speech to Congress -- one that Harris skipped -- in which he described pro-Palestinian protesters as "useful idiots." Thousands of protesters took to the streets to decry Netanyahu's visit, and some burned an American flag near Union Station in Washington.
Harris issued a statement Thursday condemning the protesters who engaged in property destruction or hateful rhetoric, saying the flag "should never be desecrated in that way."
"I support the right to peacefully protest, but let's be clear: Antisemitism, hate and violence of any kind have no place in our nation," she said.
Harris steered clear of the issue during her speech in Houston, instead speaking out in favor of unions and the public education system and contrasting her positions with Trump's views.
Hundreds of teachers and other attendees lined up at the American Federation of Teachers national educators' union convention in Houston's cavernous downtown convention center to hear Harris speak.
Some wore Biden-Harris shirts and said they were excited to hear her speak about education, particularly public schools and teacher recruitment. "It's a special opportunity, being part of the democratic process," said Eric Sutz, 45, an elementary school teacher from Long Island. Sutz said he's an independent but a Harris supporter, and was wearing a Biden-Harris T-shirt. He was pleased to see so many Democrats endorsing Harris. "It should be whittling down to the best people," he said, and if Harris becomes the nominee, he considers that "the best outcome."
In describing various freedoms she says are at risk in the coming election, Harris has often listed key issues that Democrats hope will drive voter turnout, including gun safety and abortion.
"The freedom not just to get by, but get ahead," Harris says in her campaign launch video. "The freedom to be safe from gun violence. The freedom to make decisions about your own body."
At one point in the ad, when Harris says that "no one is above the law," an image of Trump's mug shot flashes on the screen. But during her speech in Houston, she did not mention Trump's felony convictions, a departure from recent events in which she has contrasted her record as a prosecutor with the former president's long list of indictments.
Harris is continuing to ramp up her travel schedule. She plans to hold a campaign event in Atlanta on Tuesday, according to a person familiar with the trip who spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview an event that has not been publicly announced. The visit will be Harris's first campaign stop in the battleground state of Georgia as a 2024 presidential candidate.
Although Georgia was once more reliably Republican, the state helped deliver the presidency to Biden in 2020. That year, Georgia voters also elected two Democrats to the Senate.
Maegan Vasquez contributed to this report.
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Election 2024 latest news: Trump would 'return America to a dark past,' Harris tells teachers union
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Hannah Knowles, Laura Meckler, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Toluse Olorunnipa, Adrian Blanco, Aaron Blake, Sarah Ellison, Paul Kane, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Matt Viser, Michael Kranish, Ashley Parker, Dylan Wells, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Colby Itkowitz | 2024-07-25
Vice President Harris sought to contrast her priorities as the likely Democrat presidential nominee with those of Republicans during an enthusiastically received speech at an American Federation of Teachers convention in Houston. "We want to ban assault weapons, and they want to ban books," Harris told the crowd. Her remarks included some pointed jabs at former president Donald Trump, whom she said would "return American to a dark past." Harris is scheduled to meet later Thursday with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Washington.
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Netanyahu to meet with Biden and hostage families, then with Harris
The White House is trying to pressure the Israeli prime minister to accept terms of a cease-fire and hostage-release deal. 
By Tyler Pager, John Hudson | 2024-07-25

Visitors take pictures through temporary security fencing in front of the White House on July 24. Additional security precautions were put into place in advance of President Biden's meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. (Shawn Thew/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


President Biden and Vice President Harris will hold separate bilateral meetings with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Thursday, as U.S. leaders say they are in the final stages of closing a deal that will pause the fighting in Gaza and release hostages.
The meetings, part of Netanyahu's hours-long visit to the White House, come a day after the Israeli leader delivered a defiant speech to a joint meeting of Congress. Netanyahu rejected criticisms from international organizations about Israel's conduct, asserted without evidence that Iran was funding pro-Palestinian protesters and vowed Israel would settle for nothing less than "total victory."
Biden, who announced this weekend he would drop out of the presidential race, has signaled ending the war in Gaza remains a top priority in his final months in office. He has repeatedly said a cease-fire deal was imminent, even though the U.S. and other negotiating partners have been frustrated for months by the lack of an agreement. The first phase would include a six-week pause in fighting and the release of some hostages. The second phase of the deal would continue a cessation of hostilities while Hamas and Israel negotiate a permanent cease-fire, determining the withdrawing of Israeli forces from Gaza.
Biden's meeting on Thursday will be his first face-to-face encounter with Netanyahu since the president traveled to Israel in the days after the Oct. 7 attacks.
"I'm going to keep working to end the war in Gaza, bring home all the hostages, and bring peace and security to the Middle East and end this war," Biden said Wednesday during his Oval Office address.
Biden tightly embraced Israel in the immediate aftermath of the Hamas attacks, but as Netanyahu has continued an all-out assault on Gaza, he has become more critical, calling on Israeli leaders to allow more aid into the territory, where nearly 2 million civilians are suffering from widespread starvation and a collapsed health-care system.
A senior U.S. administration official said Biden and Netanyahu will discuss a range of issues, including ongoing threats to Israel, developments in Gaza, the humanitarian situation and the ongoing negotiations over releasing hostages and implementing a cease-fire. The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to preview the president's meeting, reiterated that the framework of a deal is largely agreed upon, and the leaders are now focused on the implementation phase.
The official, who did not watch Netanyahu's speech to Congress and declined to comment on it, expressed optimism that a deal remains within reach, though refused to put a timeline on when it would be completed.
After Biden and Netanyahu hold a bilateral meeting in the Oval Office, the two leaders will meet with families of Americans held hostage by Hamas. By including the families, the White House is hoping to elevate their message that Netanyahu needs to stop making new demands and agree to the hostage cease-fire deal on the table, officials familiar with the matter said.
Netanyahu's government is negotiating for the release of more than 100 Israeli hostages, though of that number, many are believed to be dead.
"Not bringing home the hostages will amount to a total failure," Jon Polin, the father of American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, told The Washington Post in an interview.
Polin reiterated that message to Netanyahu during a meeting with the Israeli prime minister earlier this week at the Watergate Hotel in Washington. Netanyahu's message to the families then was that his government is moving nearer to a cease-fire and hostage-release deal, a message they said was unsatisfactory.
"He did say we're getting closer. I have no idea if he thought that that would appease us but for most of us, it did not," Polin said.
Since the start of the Gaza War, Netanyahu has come under criticism for putting his military objectives related to the total destruction of Hamas ahead of the urgency of securing the release of hostages.
Earlier this summer, the United States placed blame on Hamas for adding new demands to the deal, but that outlook shifted earlier this month when Netanyahu directed Mossad Chief David Barnea to place new demands that moved the goal posts, said diplomats who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive negotiations.
Under the new conditions, Israel would not agree to withdraw its forces from the Philadelphi Corridor along the Egyptian border, the diplomats said. Israel would also not allow unrestricted access for Gazans seeking to return to their homes in the north -- insisting that its forces be permitted to establish checkpoints to monitor the movement of the displaced.
A senior administration official said on Wednesday that the United States was looking for both Israel and Hamas to move on certain things to conclude a deal, but he did not spell out the details.
The State Department has used much less confrontational language toward Israel when describing its negotiating position in the talks.
When asked about Israel's negotiating position, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said, "We have been engaged with them over the course of the past few weeks trying to bridge the final differences. And what they tell us and what they continue to show is that they are working to try to get a deal."
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Conspiracy theories about Biden's covid built on years of Trump rhetoric
Joe Biden abandoned his campaign. Donald Trump and his allies rushed in with conspiracy theories. How these wild theories are shaping the 2024 race. 
By Sarah Ellison, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-07-25

President Biden arrives at Andrews Air Force Base on Tuesday before his return to the White House after his covid isolation in Delaware. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


When President Biden announced he was suspending his campaign for president, Donald Trump and some of his supporters stitched together a series of conspiracy theories about Biden's health, his motives for dropping out, and even whether he was still alive.
Those false assertions built on years of reality-bending messages from Trump and others on the right that have helped polarize the electorate and shaken Americans' belief in a shared set of facts. While political conspiracy theories have long been a feature of American life, today's diffuse army of conspiracists are especially able to sow doubt, experts say, and are poised to undermine faith in the coming election less than four years after such false conspiracy theories fomented a violent attack on the Capitol.
Hours after Biden said on Sunday that he was dropping out of the race, which came days after he received his covid diagnosis, Trump set the tone in a social media post. "Does anybody really believe that Crooked Joe had Covid? No," Trump wrote, challenging the announcement from Biden's own physician describing his symptoms.
In the same post, Trump claimed, without evidence, that Biden "had wanted to get out" of the presidential race since the night of the debate that sparked concerns nationally over the ability of Biden, 81, to serve a second term in the White House. (Biden acceded to calls that he resign from the race only after weeks of pressure from members of his own party.)
"What happened to Joe Biden," Trump adviser Chris LaCivita posted on X on Monday. "Where is he? We haven't seen him since July 17th ... around the time he 'got covid'."
"When was the last time anyone saw Joe Biden?" asked Charlie Kirk, the founder and CEO of Turning Point USA, a youth-focused conservative advocacy group, who spoke at last week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.
Trump and his allies provided no evidence for their conjecture, and the false assertions built up to the allegation advanced by some on the far right that Vice President Harris's elevation to succeed Biden as the Democratic presidential candidate amounted to an illegal government takeover.
"President Trump is merely asking relevant questions -- something the media should do after they were exposed for helping Biden cover up his cognitive decline for the past four years," said Steven Cheung, communications director for Trump's campaign.
Even before Biden announced he was suspending his campaign, Trump supporters predicted his covid diagnosis would keep him from running. Joey Mannarino, a self-described conservative populist with half a million followers on X, posted that Biden would get long covid, a condition he dismissed as fake, and quit the race. "Just wait," he wrote.
The day Biden released a letter announcing his decision to leave the race, Laura Loomer, a right-wing anti-Muslim activist with a history of publishing falsehoods, wrote to her more than 1 million followers on X that she had heard from an unnamed source that Biden had not written the letter. Feminist author turned conspiracist Naomi Wolf reposted Loomer's message. Another account, Slave to Christ, posted an image of Biden's signature at the base of the letter, claiming that it did not match previous examples of his penmanship.
Wolf in turn reposted the message, which spurred hedge fund manager Bill Ackman to chime in, questioning the authenticity of Biden's signature to his 1.3 million X followers. The conspiracy theories persisted even after Biden called in to Harris's televised appearance Monday at campaign headquarters in Wilmington, Del., to rally staffers' support for the vice president -- his first public remarks since dropping out of the race.
Kirk on Monday posted on X that he had had "a weird lead" on a story from a source close to the police department in Las Vegas, where Biden visited last week, that contradicted the "official story" that Biden had contracted covid. Kirk's source, he said, indicated that the U.S. Secret Service had told the local police that an "emergency situation" involving Biden required a "medevac" to transport him to Johns Hopkins Medical Center in Baltimore. "Apparently the rumor mill in the police department was that Joe Biden was dying or possibly already dead," Kirk wrote to his more than 3 million followers. Kirk did not specify why his unnamed source asserted that Biden would travel to Johns Hopkins. He arrived later that evening at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.
Kirk wrote that he had dismissed the tip at the time, but given that Biden had not been seen in public for several days, Kirk wrote that he was curious "if there is more to the official story than what they're telling us."
Tucker Carlson read Kirk's dispatch on his online show hosted on X, and several conservative outlets picked up the report.
When asked about the reports, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department provided a statement that it "was notified that President Joe Biden was sick on July 17th during his visit to Las Vegas" but were not informed of the nature of his illness. "As a precaution, LVMPD proactively began to shut down roads" leading to the local hospital, before the Secret Service told the police that Biden was heading directly to the airport.
"I think it's clear that there was an undisclosed medical event on July 17th," Andrew Kolvet, a spokesman for Kirk, texted, citing the planned road closures and additional anonymous police sources from another journalist, but no medical evidence. After Kirk received a tip, he shared his information with his audience to try to get more detail, Kolvet added. "Joe Biden either recovered quickly, or they're not telling us the entire story. It's also very curious that he dropped out of the race only four days later. We still have a lot of questions, but we followed a lead and have confirmed much of the original story."
Heading into the last months of the 2024 presidential campaign, which has been upended by extraordinary events including an assassination attempt on Trump and Biden's decision to step away from the race, researchers are girding for conspiracy theories to take root with every news event.
"It's a common tactic to take a shred of information that's in the news and find a way to align it with an existing conspiratorial worldview, which in this case is that the Deep State and the current administration are out to get Trump," said Megan Squire, deputy director for data analytics at the Southern Poverty Law Center. She explained that conspiracy theories about Biden's ill health serve to demonstrate that the federal government is dishonestly propping up a Trump adversary in order to undermine the former president. "Most of these theories are designed to position Trump as the hero of the story," she added.
Some figures on the right attempted to tie the attempted assassination to Biden's stepping out of the race.
"Biden didn't drop out of the race until after the attempts to imprison and assassinate Donald Trump failed. Do you think that is coincidence?" Sean Davis, co-founder and CEO of the conservative Federalist site, said in a post shared on X. When asked about his tweet, Davis responded without addressing its content; he later posted another tweet describing the original as "a single factual sentence and a question."
"All political conspiracy theories seem to eventually converge," said Melissa Ryan, digital strategist at Card Strategies, where she specializes in studying online hate and conspiracy theories. She added that the close proximity in time between Trump's shooting and Biden's withdrawal made it easier for the conspiracy-minded to link the two events.
But investigators have found no evidence connecting Biden or the Democratic Party to the gunman who attempted to kill Trump, nor have they identified a particular ideology or motive driving the shooter, identified as Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old killed at the scene. Crooks had searched online days earlier for information about the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and he used a rifle with a collapsible stock that may have made it easier for him to disguise the weapon before climbing onto a roof, FBI Director Christopher A. Wray told the House Judiciary Committee on Wednesday.
The current moment has brought conspiratorial thinking, which emerged on the fringes of politics during Trump's first term, into the center of a major-party platform, experts said.
"The issue isn't so much the theories themselves," said Joseph E. Uscinski, a political scientist at the University of Miami who specializes in conspiracy theories. "The issue is that you have Donald Trump and his allies in the conservative media and the government using a lot of conspiracy theories, and that's where it becomes a major problem, because they have political elites like presidential candidates and senators and representatives and cable news channels and internet personalities with big audiences ... pushing this stuff to audiences who trust them. [And] that's really bad. And that's where we need to be focused."
Before Harris addressed the nation Tuesday from a suburb of Milwaukee in her first rally, Worldnet Daily, the far-right conspiracy theory publication that was a leading voice falsely claiming that former president Barack Obama was not born in the U.S., recirculated online posts about Biden stepping away from the race and asked, "Did we just witness a coup?"
The inability to agree on a set of facts leads to the perception of an information vacuum, said Squire, such that even with more information, the vacuum never fills up. "When you have a lack of information," she said, "the world we've built is going to fill that with garbage."
Jeremy Merrill contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/07/24/biden-withdrawal-fueled-conspiracy-theories/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Democrats hope bad polls were a Biden problem, not a policy problem
With Biden stepping aside from the 2024 race, Democrats hope the poor polling was just about the president's age and fitness for office, not his policies.
By Paul Kane | 2024-07-25

Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) has a competitive reelection contest in a key swing state this year. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


For almost six months, Democrats struggled with a strange paradox in which President Biden lagged behind in critical states while their Senate candidates built clear leads in those same battlegrounds.
Even after Biden's disastrous debate performance at the end of June, Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.) had an 11 percentage-point lead over his GOP foe, David McCormick, in mid-July, doubling his advantage from a New York Times poll from two months earlier. Biden trailed former president Donald Trump, 48 to 45.
The same polling outfit found Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) with a resounding 18-point lead last week over his little-known opponent, as Biden had drifted down into a statistical tie with Trump.
Now, with Biden stepping aside and Vice President Harris taking the mantle as the likely nominee, Democrats will find out whether the president's struggle with voters this year was something unique to him and his frailty. Polling has been a bit uneven since Biden's withdrawal on Sunday, but several surveys seem to suggest that the vice president has energized Democrats and pulled back some voters who had preferred a third-party choice rather than Biden.
Democrats believe their message and their campaigns were properly structured, but that their messenger had his own unique flaws. Democrats are betting that Harris, 59, can re-energize a liberal coalition that has delivered popular-vote victories in four straight presidential elections and replicate their defeat of Trump four years ago.
"I have never seen such a quick reversal of an emotional state. The anti-Trump coalition was just waiting to be reactivated. We are back," Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) said after Harris and allies raised $250 million in two days.
Rep. Chrissy Houlahan (D-Pa.), an early Biden endorser in 2020, cited the June 27 debate as "the pivot point" from which Democrats could not escape questions about the president's ability to serve another four years.
"We as Democrats have an enormous record to run on," Houlahan said in an interview, saying those accomplishments got drowned out by voter perceptions of the 81-year-old incumbent's ability to perform the job.
"We were constantly talking about the debate," she added.
With Harris at the top of the ticket, Democrats hope the gloomy issue of Biden's age will fade or even shift onto the backs of GOP candidates supporting the 78-year-old Trump, with his own questions about fitness to serve into 2029.
"We can talk about the future," Schatz said, accusing Republicans of a social policy agenda that would take America back to "the late 1950s."
Republicans dismiss the argument that Biden was the only thing dragging down Democrats as overly hyped. They argue that overlooks how poorly voters viewed Biden's handling of key issues such as inflation and the border for several years before his debate debacle last month.
"Obviously, Biden's age and everything were pulling down his support, but the policies that he embraced are the same policies that Harris has embraced," Sen. John Cornyn (R-Tex.) told reporters on Tuesday.
Cornyn, who is running to be Senate Republican leader next year, said he would welcome a campaign that was less of a "personality race" and focused more on those policy issues.
Yet for almost a year, GOP challengers have pounded away at Democratic candidates in those same battleground states on those issues, with only marginal impact so far.
In Pennsylvania, both Casey and McCormick have been airing television ads steadily since the early spring. Their campaigns spent a combined $18 million in the second quarter, with Casey holding an almost 2-to-1 edge, but outside super PACs are also flooding the airwaves.
After McCormick won his primary in late April, the race had closed to a narrow 46-41 lead for the Democratic incumbent, according to the Times-Sienna poll. That grew to Casey receiving 50 percent against McCormick's 39 percent in their poll released last week.
Other, less reliable polls showed Casey with leads in a similar range after Biden's debate flop.
Meanwhile, Pennsylvanians have remained sour on Biden almost the entire year, favoring Trump 47 to 44 percent in the early May poll and almost identically 48 to 44 percent after the debate.
Kaine saw a similar development in his race. "After the debate, for some weird reason, I'm going up and [the presidential race] went back to a dead head," he said Wednesday.
In Wisconsin, as Biden's numbers moved up a bit in the spring into a narrow lead and then down again after the debate, Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) has maintained a steady lead over her GOP foe of about 5 percentage points or more.
The Marquette poll, considered the state's most reliable, showed that 41 percent of voters had a favorable view of Baldwin in the fall, versus 43 percent that viewed her unfavorably. By mid-June, after millions had been spent trying to tarnish her image, Baldwin's favorability ratings had climbed to 45 to 44 percent unfavorable.
That poll gave her a nine-point lead among likely voters, as independents favored her by 4 percentage points against banking executive Eric Hovde. Biden trailed Trump by 16 percentage points among independents in a head-to-head match.
Democratic advisers working on Senate races said the most competitive races mirrored the relative steadiness of Democratic candidates in Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin, despite Biden's own decline in many of these states.
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, in a memo about the state of the race for the House majority, said that its top-priority incumbents in competitive districts -- called "Frontliners" -- had also maintained a political resiliency throughout the tumultuous spring and summer.
They held steady leads into mid-July, along with top Democratic challengers to GOP House incumbents, according to the DCCC, which said it had "no poll showing atrophy in their support" after the debate.
Democrats privately acknowledged that some states that have been steadily turning blue in recent elections -- Biden won Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico and Virginia by a range of 7 to 13 points -- had instead become quite competitive in the 2024 cycle.
And in some of those down-ballot races, incumbents such as Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), where the race has been slower to develop, began to see erosion in their standing back home.
Democrats feared a similar dynamic was setting in for their relatively safe incumbents, who have not been running with the same level of intensity as the front-line lawmakers. In the debate aftermath, those Democrats started facing a tougher path to victory.
"Most people were experiencing a dip of sorts," said Houlahan, whose suburban Philadelphia district went from a battleground in 2018 to a likely Democratic seat.
Senate Republicans have repeatedly told themselves to set their expectations properly ever since Democratic incumbents won every race two years ago.
"These candidates, these incumbents, have their own name ID and being an incumbent is a pretty powerful position to run from," Cornyn said.
The key test in the weeks ahead will be whether Harris can position herself along the lines of those battle-tested incumbents like Casey and Baldwin, or if Republicans can turn her into another version of the unpopular Biden.
Republicans want to keep voters focused on inflation and the Southern border in key states, making Harris answer for what they see as Biden's failings, Cornyn said. "Those are going to be, I think, a real drag on her candidacy."
And Schatz has a lingering fear that, despite the quick unity around Harris, certain ideological factions will issue purity tests on liberal policy that are unpopular with undecided voters in key swing states.
"There will be plenty of time for those arguments. None of that is possible if you lose," Schatz said.
But Democrats are at least relieved they won't have to answer for Biden's debate performance and an age issue that hung over the campaign for this entire year.
Schatz, 51, who remained a steadfast Biden supporter until this month, said that the issue "never stopped" and crept into all of the other issues the president faced.
It left Democrats perpetually on defense.
"When you're explaining, you're losing," Schatz said, "and we were doing a lot of explaining."
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Why almost everyone assumes Kamala Harris has to pick a White man as VP 
While there are a few non-White or female candidates under consideration, the list of possibilities is dominated by politically moderate White men. 
By Ashley Parker, Dylan Wells | 2024-07-25

Top row, from left: Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper. Bottom row from left: Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona, Gov. J.B. Pritzker of Illinois, and Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro. (AP and Getty Images photos)


As soon as it became clear that Vice President Harris was going to emerge as the likely Democratic presidential nominee, a certain knowing joke emerged almost simultaneously on social media: images of various "whites" -- white wines, white paint chips, white crackers -- with captions implying that these were Harris's vice-presidential choices.
"Kamala's VP options," posted one user on X, above an array of cream-colored paint samples labeled "Trustworthy Whites: 40 of our best whites." "Kamala looking for a VP," wrote another, above a photo of bottles of supermarket white wines labeled with an "Interesting Whites" sign. "Kamala's menu of potential VPs," posted a third, above a menu featuring descriptions ranging from "light crisp dry whites" to "rich whites."
Even "The Daily Show" got in on the gag, repurposing the photo of Harris receiving the 2020 call from then-candidate Joe Biden that he had chosen her as his No. 2, with the caption: "Hello, is this the Midwest White Guy Emporium?"
If the tone was wry, it also reflected the near-instantaneous assessment that hardened among lawmakers in Washington, strategists and operatives throughout the country, as well as ordinary voters: that Harris, who is Black and Indian American and if elected would make history as the first female president,  must choose someone White as her running mate -- and preferably a White guy.
It remains unclear who Harris will ultimately alight on as her No. 2. Though the list of would-be contenders is heavy with White men -- Gov. Roy Cooper of North Carolina, Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona and Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, to name a few -- a few more diverse options, such as Govs. Wes Moore of Maryland and Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, have also appeared.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper waves to the crowd during a campaign event with Vice President Harris in Greensboro on July 11. (Sean Rayford/Getty Images)


But the degree and speed with which the conventional wisdom took hold -- that if she wants to win, Harris must choose a White man as her vice president -- reflects, at its most cynical, that the nation will tolerate only so much deviation from its White male founding, even as the overall political world is more diverse than ever.
"It is not surprising that the conventional wisdom would be we'll put a woman at the top of the ticket, but there has to be -- and I'm putting it in quotes here -- 'balance,' which is always part of the equation," said Debbie Walsh, director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University.
When it comes to a barrier-breaking selection, however,  Walsh added that a sense of continuity with the past often becomes more important.
"For decades, no one worried that there were two men at the top of the ticket. For decades, no one worried that the two people at the top of the ticket were White," she said. "But in these moments when you're looking at a first, I think it is the conventional wisdom to reassure people, to have them think maybe the world isn't changing quite as fast, to at least see that kind of gender and race -- again, in quotes -- 'balance.'"
In interviews at Harris's first major campaign rally Tuesday near Milwaukee, many of her supporters said they expected her to pick a White man as her running mate -- reasoning that would give the ticket the broadest appeal.
Betsy Rowbottom, 53, an interior designer from Milwaukee, said she would love to see Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.),who is Black, or Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, who is gay, as her vice president, but she doesn't think either has a shot.
"I think it's going to be a straight White man from a swing state. I think that's the balanced ticket, if you will. I think that it's something that people will want," Rowbottom said.
Colette Frederick, a 56-year-old registered nurse from Milwaukee, predicted that Harris would choose Shapiro -- a choice that she would be happy with. She believes Harris will have to choose a straight White man.
"I just look at what I see America looks like," Frederick said. "They're not going to like this; they're not going to like that. That's just my gut. She needs to pick someone that they consider to be acceptable."
Kimberly Peeler-Allen, co-founder of Higher Heights for America, a group focused on mobilizing and electing Black women, said that because of racism and sexism -- both latent and overt -- a "White statesman as a validator" can help buoy a historic first as the nominee. She pointed to Barack Obama's selection of Biden as his running mate in 2008.

Harris and Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro visit Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia on July 13. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters)


"Regardless of the voter's race -- it is both White voters, voters of color -- there is something comforting or reassuring about having something that looks familiar to what we've had for the last 250 years in our nation's history of elected leadership," Peeler-Allen said.
The risk, she added, is that narrowing the candidate pool in that way omits a ton of potential talent.
"It is, of course, unfortunate because that framework would rule out a good number of qualified people of color," Peeler-Allen said. "I think there is a lot of excitement and interest in a possible all-woman ticket, but there is also the possibility that that would be unnerving to some, because we've never had a woman president, let alone a woman president and vice president at the same time."
Indeed, most unofficial lists of whom Harris should pick include few non-White men. There have even been whispers in some corners that Shapiro -- one of the would-be running mates who many Republicans say they privately most fear -- might not be an ideal choice because of his adamant support of Israel in the Gaza conflict, or that being gay could disqualify Buttigieg, who ran for president himself in 2020 and is widely considered one of his party's best communicators.
The Atlantic magazine cheekily dubbed this period "Kamala Harris's White-Boy Summer," offering readers a primer on potential No. 2's like Democratic Govs. Andy Beshear of Kentucky, J.B. Pritzker of Illinois, and Tim Walz of Minnesota.
Alex Castellanos, a Republican media consultant and co-founder of Purple Strategies, said Harris needs to broaden her appeal, and choosing someone different from herself as her running mate helps her do that.
"If Kamala picked someone like her -- another woman -- the message it's sending is that this campaign is only about this, and that's too narrow," he said. "She's running for president for all of America, not just the women of America."
He added that her campaign should not be "a DEI commercial," using an acronym for diversity, equity and inclusion, and noted that "I do think a little toxic masculinity would help her."
"She's defined a great deal by women's issues and Black issues, and that's great, but is she more than that?" Castellanos said. "How does she make the case that she's more? By broadening the appeal of her ticket, by adding a male, by adding centrist moderate Democratic credentials, like maybe a Mark Kelly or Josh Shapiro."
For some, the notion that Harris needs to choose a White male is a practical reality for a party that wants to appeal to a broad swath of voters and have its ticket reflect the entirety of the nation.
Jennifer Palmieri, the communications director on Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign, pointed to Biden's pledge that he would choose a woman as his running mate, as well as his pledge during the same period to appoint a Black woman to the Supreme Court.
"I think that it would bother me more if the calculus had been that Biden also could have picked a White guy, but you need to have balance these days," Palmieri said. "I have been pleasantly surprised that a lot of male political professionals in the Democratic Party have said they think two women on the ticket would be powerful."
She concluded: "I actually don't feel a lack of progress there. If it's a guy at the top of the ticket, it has to be a woman, and if there's a woman at the top of the ticket, it has to be a guy."
Wells reported from West Allis, Wis.
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What to know about the Democratic convention with Harris's likely nomination
Although many Democrats quickly endorsed Vice President Harris, they must make a formal nomination, most likely through a virtual vote ahead of the Chicago convention.
By Andrew Jeong, Niha Masih | 2024-07-25

The logo for the Democratic National Convention is displayed on the scoreboard at the United Center on Jan. 18 in Chicago. The convention will run from Aug. 19-22. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


President Biden's decision to end his reelection bid means Democrats must now quickly select a new candidate. The Democratic National Convention's rules committee has approved a virtual roll call vote to begin in early August, ahead of the convention.
Although many in the party quickly endorsed Vice President Harris as the nominee-apparent, as Biden did, and no serious candidate has emerged to challenge her, Democrats still must make a formal nomination.
Biden's exit from the race means the Democratic National Convention will probably serve as the venue for the formal announcement of the party's presidential nominee and vice-presidential nominee.
Democratic Party officials said they will seek to pick a candidate by Aug. 7, well before the convention, because some states have August deadlines to get on the ballot for the general election, while early voting begins in some places in September, The Washington Post reported.
The dates for the convention are Aug. 19 to Aug. 22.
It will be in Chicago. Evening activities such as official proceedings and prime-time programming will take place at United Center, the home of the Chicago Bulls and Chicago Blackhawks. Daytime events will be held at McCormick Place, the sprawling lakefront convention center, according to convention organizers. The Windy City hosted the 1968 Democratic National Convention -- the last time the party was forced to pick a presidential candidate because its incumbent had opted not to seek reelection.
Party delegates from all 50 states, the District of Columbia and the American territories will attend the convention. It is also possible to attend the convention as a volunteer, after passing a background check, for duties including usher service and transport coordination for guests.
The convention is expected to draw about 50,000 visitors to Chicago. An estimated 15,000 members of the press and about 5,000 delegates are likely to be in attendance.
Party officials said they have ruled out an "in-person contested convention" because of ballot access deadlines, potential Republican legal challenges and the need to vet a vice-presidential candidate.
If the party is not able to arrive at a consensus before the convention, the Democrats would then have to hold what is known as an "open" convention -- their first since 1968 -- in which contenders woo delegates for votes. The potential for chaos in that unlikely scenario is high.
Harris has amassed more than enough pledged support from delegates to win, and she is likely to be declared the official nominee by Aug. 7.
If she remains the only person running, electronic voting will begin on Aug. 1. If other candidates emerge, the voting may start a bit later to give them time to campaign.
Any other potential nominee has until July 30 at 6 p.m. to formally declare their candidacy and obtain signatures of support from 300 delegates.
Harris has said she will seek to "earn and win" the Democratic presidential nomination. She has not yet received the endorsements of some prominent party leaders, and her approval ratings have largely mirrored the decline of Biden's since 2021.

As Vice President Harris continues to shore up Democratic support for the nomination, here's a list of widely discussed names that could join her on the ticket.


Vice President Harris will select her running mate by Aug. 7, according to two officials familiar with her timeline, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private deliberations. The move is aimed at ensuring a full ticket is in place ahead of the Democratic National Convention virtual roll call and to ensure the ticket meets state ballot deadlines.
There are conflicting reports about who is being vetted for the job, but some of the names that have been floated include Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, Sen. Mark Kelly (Ariz.) and North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper. Here are some of the potential options.
One of the people said Harris started the search process on Tuesday and is considering roughly a dozen individuals.
Names of potential alternatives to Harris have been floating around since Biden's announcement, but their chances of getting the nomination seem to be dwindling as support for Harris increases.
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear and Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, all floated as possible contenders, have thrown their support behind Harris. An adviser to Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-W.Va.) told The Post he was considering re-registering as a Democrat to compete for the party's nomination, but the senator later said he has no plans to pursue the nomination.
Jaime Harrison, a former head of the South Carolina Democratic Party, chairs the Democratic National Committee. In a statement posted on social media after Biden's announcement not to seek reelection, Harrison said Democrats would "undertake a transparent and orderly process to move forward as a united Democratic Party with a candidate" who can beat Trump.
Harrison previously served as an aide to Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.), a Biden ally.
Harrison said he was "emotional" about Biden's decision. "I still support my president. And we will get through this, my friends, as we always do."
Colby Itkowitz, Tyler Pager, Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Patrick Svitek contributed to this report.
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Biden's Oval Office speech amounts to a wistful first farewell
The man who entered political life as one of the youngest U.S. senators in history is coming to terms with leaving as the nation's oldest president in history.
By Matt Viser | 2024-07-25

President Biden spoke about his decision to leave the 2024 presidential race in an address from the Oval Office on July 24.


It had the feeling of a fond farewell. There wasn't a heavy dose of bitterness, and there was more than a hint of pride.
But the man who has probably given more eulogies than any other U.S. politician had a significant amount of wistfulness tucked inside his Oval Office address. A bit like he is starting to reconcile with the idea that he is soon exiting political life, something that has guided him for more than five decades. The man who entered political life as one of the youngest U.S. senators in history is coming to terms with leaving as the nation's oldest president in history.
"Nowhere else on earth could a kid with a stutter, from modest beginnings in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and Claymont, Delaware, one day sit behind the Resolute Desk in the Oval Office as president of the United States," Biden said. "But here I am."
But he's here for only a little bit longer.
The whole point of the address was to explain to the nation his decision Sunday to abandon his run for reelection and endorse Vice President Harris as his successor. In a way, he didn't really accomplish that. There wasn't a heavy dose of introspection in the speech, with emotions no doubt still raw over leaving a race that in his core he still felt he may have been able to win. He didn't acknowledge the bitterness felt over those he considered friends stating publicly that it was time for him to go.
Instead it was the first of what will be many farewells -- and also the first attempt to claim credit for what he hopes will cement his legacy. He has long been frustrated by what he sees as the lack of credit he has received for his accomplishments, feeling that voters should have given him higher marks for steering the country through the pandemic, an economic fallout and entrenched political divisions.
"I've come so far since my inauguration," he said.
During his remarks, he listed his accomplishments and laid out some of his priorities for the final months he has left. He pointed mostly to foreign-policy efforts, including strengthening NATO to fight Russia's invasion of Ukraine, trying to secure a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in exchange for the release of the remaining hostages and bringing home Americans who have been detained abroad.
He mentioned a series of domestic accomplishments, including a stronger economy, broader manufacturing base and a burst of computer chips manufacturing and science innovation.
"We finally beat Big Pharma," Biden said at one point. That was the bungled line he had during a June 27 debate with former president Donald Trump, when he instead confusingly said, "We finally beat Medicare!"
It wasn't the only problem in his confused, rambling performance during the debate, but it was that line more than any other that led party leaders to raise significant questions about the 81-year-old president, call on him to drop out and cause him to give the Wednesday night address. One reason that the decision was so hard for Biden was that he has genuinely felt that he has had a historically successful presidency, and he didn't feel like he had completed the tasks he set out to do.
He also hinted in the remarks that he himself felt he deserved a second term but acknowledged that the doubt about him within his party was growing too all-consuming for him to overcome.
"I believe my record as president, my leadership in the world, my vision for America's future -- all merited a second term," he said. "But nothing, nothing can come in the way of saving our democracy. That includes personal ambition."
"So I've decided the best way forward is to pass the torch to a new generation," he added.
He spoke from the Oval Office, a place that he called a "sacred space." He referred to the portraits around him, of Thomas Jefferson ("wrote the immortal words that guide this nation") of George Washington ("showed us presidents are not kings") and Franklin D. Roosevelt ("inspired us to reject fear.")
"I revere this office," he said. "I love my country more. It's been the honor of my life to serve as your president."
There was no hint of second-guessing the decision he announced just three days earlier, and he has fully backed Harris.
"I'd like to thank our great vice president, Kamala Harris," Biden said. "She's experienced. She's tough. She's capable. She's been an incredible partner to me and a leader for our country. And now the choice is up to you, the American people."

People listen in Lafayette Square to President Biden addressing the nation from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. (Mike Stewart/AP)


First lady Jill Biden sent out a handwritten note just after the remarks. She made clear that she was also backing Harris. But as a fierce defender of her husband, she also made clear that she was most appreciative of those who had avoided second-guessing a loyal party stalwart who thought he could still run.
"To those who never wavered, to those who refused to doubt, to those who always believed, my heart is full of gratitude," she wrote. "Thank you for the trust you put in Joe -- now it's time to put that trust in Kamala. Love, Jill."
Four years ago, Biden had said that he viewed himself "as a bridge, not as anything else." He pointed to a new generation of leaders that were the future of the country. For most of his time in office, though, he viewed that bridge as an eight-year one. He saw no need to step aside.
His remarks on Wednesday night illustrated in the starkest of ways that the end of his bridge is in sight, and a new era has arrived.
"There is a time and a place for long years of experience in public life," Biden said. "There's also a time and a place for new voices. Fresh voices. Yes, younger voices. And that time and place is now."
He tapped on the Resolute Desk for emphasis.
Toward the end of his remarks, he seemed to take the tone of a man who had finished a race, of a college graduate reviewing an academic career, or of a worker getting ready to leave their station for the final time before retirement.
"I gave my heart and my soul to our nation, like so many others," he said. "I've been blessed a million times in return with the love and support of the American people. I hope you have some idea how grateful I am to all of you."
It's still not goodbye exactly. He vowed to stay active for another six months, in what will be one of the longest lame-duck periods in recent memory.
As he spoke, in a portrait just behind him, was a photo of his late son Beau, who died of cancer in 2015. It was Beau who urged his father to stay active in public life. It was Beau who was very much the inspiration to run for office. And it was Beau who still brings a tear to his eyes when he speaks about him. Biden never mentioned him, but his presence was clearly felt as he seemed to feel like he made good on the pledge to his son to remain active.
He was, as he always has been, surrounded by family.
Sitting nearby was his wife and some of his grandchildren. His son Hunter was along the curved oval wall, along with his daughter Ashley and granddaughter Finnegan.
Toward the end of the remarks, Ashley reached for the hand of her mother, Jill Biden.
When his remarks concluded, the family and staff in the room burst into applause.
"This has been the honor of a lifetime," Biden told the room.
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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Biden seeks to define his legacy in address explaining his campaign exit
Even with the spotlight now on Vice President Harris as Democrats' likely presidential nominee, Biden sought to show how he'll be engaged until his term ends. 
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-07-25

In a national address on July 24, President Biden said that 'nothing can come in the way of saving our democracy' and that he intends to 'pass the torch'


President Biden delivered a somber, reflective address from the Oval Office on Wednesday evening, extolling democracy and decrying dictators during his first remarks to the nation since his monumental decision to end both his reelection campaign and political career.
"The defense of democracy, which is at stake, is more important than any title," Biden said in remarks that were designed to have the gravitas of a presidential farewell speech. "I draw strength, and find joy, in working for the American people. But this sacred task of perfecting our union is not about me. It's about you. Your families. Your futures. It's about 'We the People.'"
With less than six months left in his presidency, Biden used the prime-time address to defend his record, define his legacy and describe his vision for the rest of his term. He repeatedly called on Americans to take up the mantle of safeguarding the nation's principles, asserting that as he prepares to exit public life, he was passing the baton to the public.
"The American people will choose the course of America's future," he said at one point.
"Whether we keep our republic is now in your hands," he said at another.
With much of the country's focus shifted to Vice President Harris's rapid ascent as the Democrats' likely presidential nominee, Biden cast himself as a bridge to the next generation of leadership.
"There is a time and place for long years of experience in public life," Biden said, as family members listened quietly off camera. "There's also a time and place for new voices, fresh voices, yes, younger voices. And that time and place is now."
Biden talked for just over 10 minutes. The speech was his first opportunity to more fully explain why he decided to drop out of the race, a move that made him the first president since 1968 to voluntarily opt against seeking another term.
"There's been a feeling that Joe Biden has disappeared from the scene and everybody is doing a eulogy for him," presidential historian Douglas Brinkley noted before the address. "Yet he's still our president all the way until January. He wants to use the prime-time television address to remind people that our country is still in good stead under his leadership."
In a letter making his campaign announcement on Sunday, Biden offered few details on his thought process.
"And while it has been my intention to seek reelection, I believe it is in the best interest of my party and the country for me to stand down and to focus solely on fulfilling my duties as President for the remainder of my term," he wrote.
Previously, the 81-year-old Biden had dismissed questions about his advanced age and sluggish poll numbers, defiantly rejecting calls for him to step aside. His abrupt reversal upended an already turbulent campaign against Republican nominee Donald Trump, elevating Harris into the role of Democrats' de facto leader.
He reached into history in explaining his decision, using John F. Kennedy's famous turn of phrase to then pivot forward. "I have decided the best way forward is to pass the torch to a new generation," he said. "That's the best way to unite our nation."
Biden didn't mention Trump by name, though he used a line of attack he has previously lobbed against the former president.
"Does character in public life still matter?" he asked at one point, signaling his answer throughout the address.
"The great thing about America is here, kings and dictators do not rule," Biden said toward the end of his remarks. "The people do. History is in your hands. The power is in your hands. The idea of America -- lies in your hands."

A boy holds a thank-you sign outside of the White House this week. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


As he adjusts to his new role as a lame-duck, one-term president, there are signs that Biden is hoping to ramp up his presidential activity even as he prepares for the close of his half-century career in Washington.
"He is a lame-duck president legislatively, but he can still sign executive orders and be a world leader in trying to seek a cease-fire in the Middle East and continue funding to achieve liberation for Ukraine," Brinkley noted. "He may have lost some stature here at home, but in the world of foreign policy, he's more important than ever."
In his remarks, Biden said he would spend the rest of his term pushing initiatives to combat gun violence, overhaul the Supreme Court and advance cancer research. He also called out foreign policy objectives he will pursue, including ending the war in Gaza, building up NATO and bringing home Americans unjustly detained overseas.
He has focused this week on Israel's ongoing war in Gaza, where his administration has been pushing for a cease-fire agreement that would result in the release of hostages held by Hamas since last October. Efforts to secure such a deal have intensified in recent days, coinciding with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's visit to Washington on Wednesday.
Biden has signaled that a hostage release -- which would include several Americans -- was on the "verge" of being a reality. He plans to meet with Netanyahu on Thursday to discuss the cease-fire agreement, a sign of the key role he will still play in world affairs.
"We're still fighting in this fight together," he told campaign staffers Monday. "I'm not going anywhere."
It is not clear how much his decision to bow out of the presidential race will change his schedule going forward. Biden, who was out of sight for five days as he recovered from covid, has continued to maintain a relatively light schedule. He had been set to travel to Texas, California and Colorado this week for campaigning and fundraising but canceled all of that travel. He plans to spend the weekend at Camp David, and aides said some of the canceled events would be rescheduled.

People in Lafayette Square in Washington listen as President Biden addresses the nation from the Oval Office of the White House, just across Pennsylvania Avenue. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Republicans have responded to Biden's exit from the race by saying he should resign from the presidency altogether, suggesting that if he is not capable of running a reelection race, he should not remain in the White House. Some amplified conspiracy theories that he had died or was gravely ill.
Trump took to social media Tuesday to question whether Biden "is fit to run the U.S.A. for the next six months?"
Biden and his aides have forcefully pushed back on the idea that the president has been sidelined or otherwise diminished. The prime-time Oval Office address, the fourth of his presidency, was designed to give the president a national platform to frame his time in office and tout his long list of accomplishments while also offering a boost to the woman who is now Democrats' likely nominee.
"She's experienced. She's tough. She's capable," Biden said of Harris, who watched the speech from Houston, where she plans to speak to the American Federation of Teachers on Thursday.
Biden's low profile of late has had the effect of ceding the spotlight to Harris, who has been traveling the country to jump-start her presidential campaign. She used a keynote speech to more than 6,000 Black women on Wednesday to offer gratitude for his endorsement.
"Joe Biden is a leader with bold vision," Harris told a gathering of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority in Indianapolis. "He cares about the future. He thinks about the future."
In recent days, Harris's campaign has been buoyed by a surge in enthusiasm, fundraising and support -- all of which had been lacking in Biden's campaign amid concerns about his age and health.
While the success or failure of Harris's candidacy against Trump could determine the durability of Biden's legacy and legislative record -- much of which Trump has vowed to overturn in a second term -- he must also grapple with the idea that his vice president has suddenly become a more influential figure in the Democratic Party.
But Biden's decision to speak from behind the Resolute Desk, where presidents have often announced consequential developments on matters of domestic or global significance, highlighted the importance of the moment for a man coming to grips with the impending sunset of a lengthy career in public life.
"My fellow Americans, it's been the privilege of my life to serve this nation for over 50 years," Biden said. "Nowhere else on earth could a kid with a stutter, from modest beginnings in Scranton, Pennsylvania, and Claymont, Delaware, one day sit behind the Resolute Desk in the Oval Office as president of the United States. But here I am."
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Biden gives speech on dropping out, what he wants to accomplish
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail and live updates from Biden's 8 p.m. Wednesday night speech about his decision to end his reelection campaign.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Sabrina Rodriguez, Hannah Knowles, Meryl Kornfield, Sarah Ellison, Tyler Pager, Matt Viser, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Maeve Reston, Colby Itkowitz, Toluse Olorunnipa, Nicole Markus, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Laura Meckler, Clara Ence Morse, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Maxine Joselow, Marianna Sotomayor, Jeff Stein, Isaac Arnsdorf, Aaron Blake, Emily Guskin, Devlin Barrett, Michael Scherer, Gerrit De Vynck, Niha Masih, Hayden Godfrey, Adrian Blanco, Kati Perry, Hannah Dormido, Eric Lau, JM Rieger, Dylan Wells, Patrick Marley, Shane Harris, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Josh Dawsey | 2024-07-25
In his first address to the nation since dropping out of the race, President Biden explained to Americans that it was time to pass the torch to a new generation of political leaders. "There is a time and a place for a long years of experience in public life. There's also a time and a place for new voices. Fresh voices? Yes. Younger voices. And that time and place is now," Biden said. Vice President Harris, whom Biden endorsed to lead the ticket, delivered an address earlier Wednesday to a gathering of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority in Indianapolis, telling roughly 6,000 Black women in attendance that their help is needed this election year. Former president Donald Trump attacked Harris and Biden at a rally in Charlotte that ended just before Biden's speech began.
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'Not going to be nice': Trump, Harris trade sharp attacks as 2024 race resets
The competing appearances are a chance for each candidate to frame the stakes of the race as it plunges into uncharted territory. 
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Hannah Knowles, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-07-25

Vice President Harris speaks at Zeta Phi Beta's Grand Boule in Indianapolis on Wednesday. (AJ Mast for The Washington Post)


INDIANAPOLIS -- Vice President Harris, in a Wednesday address here, cast the election as a fight against "extremists" who want to take the country backward, delivering one of her first speeches as the likely Democratic nominee for president to women who represent the base voters she needs to energize.
"We are not going back," she told the crowd of thousands, to big cheers.
Former president Donald Trump, her Republican opponent, took the stage a few hours later in Charlotte for his first rally since President Biden withdrew from the race. He portrayed Harris as a "radical" liberal, lobbing an assortment of attacks against her over immigration and other topics.
"They say something happened to me when I got shot, I became nice," Trump said, referencing the attempt on his life at a rally less than two weeks ago. He said his opponents were too dangerous. "If you don't mind, I'm not going to be nice, is that okay?" The crowd roared its approval.

Former president Donald Trump criticized Vice President Harris on July 24 using his catchphrase from when he hosted the reality show, "The Apprentice."


The competing appearances provided a glimpse of what strategists in both parties expect to be a contentious matchup in the coming months. They offered a chance for each candidate to try to frame the stakes of the contest as it plunges into uncharted territory, with Trump no longer running against his ideal opponent and Harris seeking to take charge of the Democratic ticket a little more than 100 days before the election. Democrats are hoping that Harris can refocus the contest on Trump's flaws, while Republicans want to quickly define Harris and saddle her with Biden's weaknesses.
Biden's exit -- triggered by a dismal June debate performance -- has filled Democrats with new hope for November. In a Wednesday morning memo, Harris campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said the vice president is less known than Trump and Biden and "opens up additional persuadable voters," especially in groups that lean Democratic. "This race is more fluid now," she wrote.
Harris will select her running mate by Aug. 7, according to two officials familiar with her timeline, to ensure the full ticket is in place ahead of the Democratic National Convention virtual roll call. The date, which was approved Wednesday, is ahead of the convention later next month to ensure the ticket meets state ballot deadlines. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations.
Trump's team, meanwhile, is bracing for a "Harris honeymoon" that it says could intrude on Trump's summer of momentum and polling gains. In a Tuesday memo, Trump pollster Tony Fabrizio predicted that Harris would see a polling bump starting in the next few days -- but he said it would pass. With voters upset about inflation, the border and other issues, he wrote, the "fundamentals of the race stay the same."
A CNN poll published Wednesday found that Harris performed better than Biden against Trump, gaining more support from young voters, women, and Black and Hispanic voters. The poll showed Trump still apparently receiving more support, 49 percent to 46 percent for Harris, within the margin of error.
Both the Harris and Trump events were held indoors. But the summer heat outside was still a factor, as more than a dozen people were transported from Trump's Charlotte rally over medical concerns, said Grace Nelson, a spokesperson for the Mecklenburg EMS Agency, which serves the area. Nelson said the agency received calls about heat, fainting and general illness and transported one patient in critical condition.
Harris arrived in Indianapolis just before noon on Wednesday and delivered a 15-minute keynote speech at the Grand Boule, the national convention of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority. Zeta Phi Beta is one of the "Divine Nine," a group of historically Black sororities and fraternities that includes Harris's sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha.
Women across the convention hall stood up to applaud several times throughout the speech. Some live-streamed the remarks on Facebook. They cheered loudest when Harris said, while discussing abortion rights, "When I am president of the United States ... "
Harris praised Biden as "a leader with a bold vision" before moving on to her pitch. She ticked through policies such as a new government rule to remove medical debt from credit reports. She zeroed in on Project 2025, a conservative policy blueprint that is independent of the Trump campaign but counts many former Trump aides among its creators.

If elected president, Vice President Harris said on July 24 she would sign a hypothetical bill from Congress protecting access to abortions nationwide.


Trump has aggressively tried to distance himself from Project 2025 as Democrats attack it, and over the weekend called it "seriously extreme." Many of the project's policy ideas overlap with Trump's, but it also notably calls for more restrictions on abortion than Trump has advocated on the campaign trail. On Wednesday the former president wrote on social media, "I have nothing to do with, and know nothing about, Project 25."
Harris called Project 2025 "a plan to return America to a dark past." The audience booed when she mentioned the initiative and laughed when she said, "Can you believe they put that in writing?"
"In this moment, I believe we face a choice between two different visions of our nation," Harris said. "One focused on the future, the other focused on the past. And with your support I am fighting for our nation's future."
Democrats are hopeful that Harris -- who is Black and Indian American and would be the first female president -- can motivate key left-leaning constituencies in a way that Biden did not. The sorority Harris addressed is nonpartisan, but Black women have long been a key voting bloc for the Democratic Party. While the Divine Nine does not endorse candidates, officials say it will work aggressively to mobilize voters ahead of the election.
In interviews, Black women gathered for the Grand Boule said they were excited about Harris's candidacy but also nervous about her chances. They worried that voters would hold her race and gender against her.
"If you had your eyes closed and you just go based on her qualifications versus [Trump's] qualifications, yes, she'd definitely win," said Lora Rice, 55, from Georgia. "But they're not going to do that." She said Biden, "the White guy," would have had a better shot.
Rep. Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-Calif.), a Zeta who traveled with Harris, drew massive applause when she called for attendees to "reclaim the words that are being used against us, like diversity, equity, inclusion, justice, being the most qualified" -- and said, "Let's let our values lead us into a bold, Black and very female future from Kamala Harris."
Hillary Clinton, who made history as the country's first female presidential nominee from a major party and lost to Trump in 2016, wrote in a New York Times op-ed that Harris's "record and character will be distorted and disparaged" as she runs against Trump, and that "she and the campaign will have to cut through the noise."
Stacie NC Grant, the president of Zeta Phi Beta, said she was thrilled to have Harris speaking before the convention's roughly 6,000 attendees. "It is hard to put into words what it feels like to be living history because that is where we are right now," she said.
"It's a serendipitous moment," Grant added.

Former president Donald Trump takes the stage during a campaign rally in Charlotte, N.C. on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner/For the Washington Post )


In Charlotte, Trump focused squarely on Harris, branding her "Lyin' Kamala Harris" and "Border Czar" and bashing his old opponent, "Crooked Joe Biden," mostly in passing. He called Harris "ultra liberal" and the "driving force behind every single Biden catastrophe." He highlighted past comments, including her support for a ban on fracking.
"Kamala, you're fired!" he thundered at one point, riling up the crowd. Throughout his remarks, he mispronounced Harris's first name -- a pattern among prominent GOP politicians. Critics of the tactic have said they see it as an attempt to "otherize" Harris.
Harris would be worse than Biden, Trump said, "because he's a fake liberal."
"He wasn't that liberal ... she's a real liberal," Trump said -- a remarkable pivot from his previous attacks on Biden.
Trump also mocked Harris's efforts to frame the race as a battle between a longtime prosecutor and a felon, a reference to Trump's conviction in New York on charges of falsifying business records.
"I don't think people are going to buy it," Trump said.
Trump tends not to talk much about abortion at his rallies. But he defended his position on Wednesday, calling Harris a "radical" on the issue and saying he believes in exceptions to bans for cases of rape, incest and threat to the life of the mother. People close to Trump expect that Harris will be a more effective messenger on abortion than Biden was, The Washington Post previously reported.
In her campaign memo, O'Malley Dillon laid out her case for confidence in Harris. She led the charge on abortion rights, an issue on which Democrats have demonstrated a clear political advantage. In Milwaukee on Tuesday, she drew the campaign's largest crowd to date. Some $126 million in donations have flooded into the campaign since Sunday, when Biden dropped out and endorsed Harris.
O'Malley Dillon said the campaign would continue its focus on the "blue wall" states -- Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania -- as well as the Sun Belt battlegrounds of Arizona, Georgia, Nevada and North Carolina.
"We intend to play offense in each of these states, and have the resources and campaign infrastructure to do so," she wrote.
Trump's campaign is still trying to expand the map: The former president has another rally planned for Saturday evening in Minnesota, a state that Biden won by seven percentage points in 2020.
Even as Trump's campaign pivots to attacking Harris, the former president has tried to keep attention on Biden.
"Does Lyin' Kamala Harris think Joe Biden is fit to run the U.S.A. for the next six months? She must answer the question," Trump wrote on Truth Social, his social media site, on Tuesday.
MAGA Inc., the main super PAC supporting Trump, has started airing its first attack ad against Harris, accusing her of misleading voters about Biden's health and also criticizing the Biden administration's response to undocumented immigration and inflation.
Biden gave a speech Wednesday night from the White House about his decision to bow out, saying "nothing can come in the way of saving our democracy," including "personal ambition."
When Trump and Harris might meet for a debate is not yet clear. Trump and Biden had planned to participate in an ABC debate in September, but Trump has backed away from the idea since Biden dropped out, saying he does not want ABC to host and would prefer Fox News. Fox News this week contacted the Trump and Harris campaigns about a possible Sept. 17 debate.
After the sorority event, Harris went to Houston, where on Thursday she plans to speak to a convention of the American Federation of Teachers.
Trump's team, eager to needle Harris about immigration policy, quickly highlighted her planned proximity to the southern border. Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Whatley put out a statement Wednesday criticizing Harris for not traveling to "see firsthand the results of her failed policies."
In a brief interview with WBT, a radio station in North Carolina, Trump appeared irritated at news reports that Harris had drawn more than 3,000 people to a Tuesday event in Wisconsin. Trump, who takes pride in his massive rallies, insisted without explanation that the number was too high and added, "If I ever had 3,000, they'd give me front-page headlines that nobody showed up."
Trump returned to the topic later at his rally, still irked. "The fake news said, 'Ohhh, her crowd was amazing!'" he said, adding later: "They never mention our crowds."
Trump has several events lined up later this week. He plans to speak Friday evening in West Palm Beach, Fla., at an event hosted by the conservative group Turning Point Action. On Saturday, he will deliver a keynote speech at the Bitcoin Conference in Nashville, underscoring his newfound interest in cryptocurrency. Trump was once skeptical of cryptocurrency but has embraced it after aggressive lobbying by executives in the industry.
Knowles reported from Washington. Kornfield reported from Charlotte. Tyler Pager in Washington contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/2024/07/24/harris-trump-presidential-campaign/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

      Opinions

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        How can reporters cover Trump effectively? I answered your questions.
        Karen Tumulty

        Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.

      

      
        'I do think she can win!' Impromptu thoughts on Harris doubters.
        Ruth Marcus, Perry Bacon, Shadi Hamid

        Were Democrats too hasty about falling in line?

      

      
        The Olympic Games, Paris-style
        Edith Pritchett

        Paris puts its unique spin on the sporting events.

      

      
        Kamala Harris's first important decision: Her running mate
        Jennifer Rubin

        Who's her best bet for vice president? All the pros and cons.

      

      
        How the Supreme Court's immunity ruling could really backfire
        James Petrila, John Sipher

        The recent decision could turn the CIA into a political tool once again.

      

      
        J.D. Vance can't go back in time -- and neither can the rest of us
        Megan McArdle

        The days of America's manufacturing boom are gone for good.

      

      
        Three big ways Simone Biles changed America
        Heather Long

        Thanks to the world's best gymnast, it's no longer considered weak to care about mental health.

      

      
        I spent a week at a chat bench. Here's what I learned.
        Annabel Abbs-Streets

        Conversing with strangers about religion, parenthood, IVF and raves taught me that we could all use some "Vitamin S."

      

      
        Who will control the future of AI?
        Sam Altman

        We must work to ensure that a democratic vision for artificial intelligence prevails over an authoritarian one.

      

      
        What a second Trump presidency would mean for NATO
        Letters to the Editor

        Readers debate Marc A. Thiessen's suggestions for how Donald Trump could transform the alliance.

      

      
        France goes for the gold in mental gymnastics
        Drew Goins

        Plus: Harris's policy swaps. The echoes of 1968.

      

      
        Harris is a gaffe-prone leftist. Why didn't anyone challenge her?
        Marc Thiessen

        That would-be rivals are waiting for 2028 suggests they know our democracy will survive Trump.

      

      
        America's choice
        Ann Telnaes

        Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump and Kamala Harris.

      

      
        A new day and many open questions
        Jennifer Rubin

        Biden makes a historic about-face.

      

      
        
          	
            Politics
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Local
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How can reporters cover Trump effectively? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-25
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Submit your question or comment below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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'I do think she can win!' Impromptu thoughts on Harris doubters.
Were Democrats too hasty about falling in line?
By Ruth Marcus, Perry Bacon, Shadi Hamid | 2024-07-25
Democrats have quickly fallen in line behind Vice President Harris to be their nominee. But worries persist that she is not the best candidate to beat Donald Trump. Three of our columnists -- Ruth Marcus, Perry Bacon and Shadi Hamid -- pick apart their concerns as they look ahead to the 2024 race.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Ruth Marcus: Perry, how do you see Vice President Harris's political strengths? And in particular, can you address the question in 2024 of both gender and race and whether they are a net plus or a net minus? How do they impact the path going forward?
Perry Bacon: I think it is worth saying that I believe there is racism. I believe there is sexism. I think these are important forces in our culture. But Barack Obama won two elections. Hillary Clinton won the popular vote in a third election.
All things being equal, you'd rather be a White person in a majority White country and probably a man in a country with some patriarchy. But I don't think that Harris cannot win or that she is not electable based on her race and gender. I could imagine her winning because the country is so polarized. Trump is so unpopular.
To be totally honest here, my worry is that it seems like Trump is likely to win. And as a Black person, I do think when Joe Biden loses, one White man who is old loses. And when Kamala Harris loses, we're going to have another round of discourse about whether it was race or gender.
I'm not looking forward to it because I think it's a complicated question. Her previous run was not great. She struggled at times to figure out what she was for in their 2020 run. I don't know how it's going to play out, but I do think she can win.
Shadi Hamid: There has been a lot of discussion about if the Democratic Party passed over Kamala, whether that would lead to an internal civil war -- that Black women and people of color would be outraged that another person of color was passed over. I just want to register that this troubles me, this way of talking. Because it makes people of color sound like all they care about are race and identity politics -- that the only thing that Black women could possibly care about is whether another Black woman was the candidate.
And this kind of thinking is just so narrow-minded and patronizing. I mean, as a different kind of person of color, the idea that people would just see me in one particular way because I'm Arab or Muslim or Brown just really rubs me the wrong way. Let's say there was an Arab or Muslim presidential candidate and we realized that this person was not best suited to actually beat Donald Trump or some other future Republican in 20 years. I would like to think that I could put that to the side and support a White person who had a better chance.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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The Olympic Games, Paris-style  
Paris puts its unique spin on the sporting events. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-07-25

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Kamala Harris's first important decision: Her running mate
Who's her best bet for vice president? All the pros and cons.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-25

Vice President Harris and Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro during a visit to the Reading Terminal Market in Philadelphia on July 13. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters) 


Vice President Harris's first major decision as the putative presidential nominee will be her running mate. She will need to balance a variety of considerations -- personal compatibility, capacity to step into the presidency, geographic and ideological balance (or, conversely, ideological reinforcement, as Bill Clinton did in picking another moderate Southerner, Al Gore), ability to deliver a key state, media and campaign skills, and, finally, a background to complement the top of the ticket. While many names have been bandied about, four seem to be the most likely to make her short list.
As a preliminary matter, I suspect she is unlikely to pick a lesser-known House member or another member of the Biden administration, such as Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg. She likely wants to convey both that the Democratic ticket is in every way more qualified than the GOP duo and that she will pick her own administration, not simply inherit President Biden's.
However, the assumption that she should only consider White, male governors from states not on the coasts seems misplaced. Simply because two women have never run does not mean Harris necessarily must pick a White man. (After all, for most of our history two White men ran on both major party tickets.) Certainly, Democrats do not want to give up on male voters (a majority of whom vote Republican), who might like to see one man on the ticket. But a female candidate who checks many of the other boxes and who has herself won handily among both male and female voters should not be excluded.
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, for example, won 48 percent of male voters in her reelection race. She represents a critical swing state and brings tested executive experience. As the subject of a thwarted kidnapping and murder plot, she can be a powerful voice to deplore the rise of political violence and extremism. She has plenty of moxie, shines in interviews and, at 52 years old, emphasizes the relative youth of the ticket. Still, there will be many voices telling Harris that Whitmer is too risky and will only exacerbate Democrats' problem with male voters.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro will certainly also be on Harris's short list. He comes from arguably the most important swing state, does offer gender balance and is well versed in emergency management, having handled the I-95 collapse and then the horrible assassination attempt on former president Donald Trump. Shapiro comes across as unflappable on TV. He trounced his Republican opponent in a purple state by double digits in 2022. Shapiro appears to be the best-known and favorite option among Democrats, but one wonders if the party wants to give up the governorship of such a critical state. Some voices have also questioned putting a Jewish politician on the list -- as if that might represent "too much diversity." Frankly, those uncomfortable with diversity likely won't be voting for Harris anyway. And, in any event, religion is not the barrier for most voters it was decades ago. (Biden's Catholicism was a nonissue in 2020.) Moreover, Shapiro, a vocal supporter of Israel, is the perfect counter to Trump's antisemitic claim that American Jews are crazy or bad Jews if they vote for Democrats.
If Harris is looking for more geographic diversity, Gov. Roy Cooper of North Carolina fits the bill. At the least, he might compel Republicans to spend money to contest his state. He's seen as a moderate, has a 20-year friendship with Harris going back to their days as attorneys general of their states and has shown that Democrats, even in a conservative state, can stand up to culture war bullies. (Repealing the "bathroom bill," Cooper argued, "For over a year now, House Bill 2 has been a dark cloud hanging over our great state. It has stained our reputation, it has discriminated against our people, and it has caused great economic harm in many of our communities.") However, at 67 he does not exactly reinforce the message of "handing the baton to the next generation."
Finally, buzz has increased around Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.). A veteran Navy pilot and astronaut, he has been seen as a moderate on immigration. He has strong support among Hispanic voters (carrying 58 percent in 2022), and could put Arizona back in play. Along with his wife, Gabby Giffords, the victim of a near-fatal shooting, he has become an unstinting advocate for gun safety. Like Harris, he will be 60 at the time of the election, reinforcing the perception that these are mature, experienced public servants but not geriatric.
If Harris wants to play it safe, she might be more inclined to go with Shapiro. If she wants to rebuild the Obama coalition, reinforcing her party's standing with Hispanic voters and recapturing men who might be impressed with his military career, she might go with Kelly. Truth be told, any of these would be a capable No. 2 for her. And any of them would match up well against the awkward, extremist and unaccomplished Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio).
As you might have noticed, the Democrats have an exceptionally deep bench. Another benefit of Harris's ascension to the top of the ticket: A new Democratic star can emerge onto the national stage.
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How the Supreme Court's immunity ruling could really backfire
The recent decision could turn the CIA into a political tool once again.
By James Petrila, John Sipher | 2024-07-25

(The Washington Post; iStock, Getty) 


James Petrila, an adjunct professor at George Washington University School of Law, is a former lawyer with the National Security Agency and the CIA. John Sipher, a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council and host of the podcast "Mission Implausible," worked for the CIA's clandestine service for 28 years.
The Supreme Court's recent ruling on presidential immunity has triggered heated discussion about the latitude it affords any future president to force the U.S. military to obey an illegal order. Justice Sonia Sotomayor posited in her dissent that the president could command the Navy's SEAL Team 6 to assassinate a political rival and remain immune from prosecution.
While that scenario is highly unlikely, there is a far more realistic one that is potentially a greater threat: The ruling could turn the CIA into a tool of executive overreach -- something that decades of reform have attempted to overcome.
The court's decision in Trump v. United States has created a situation that gives the president supreme authority to execute "official acts" even if they are illegal, but does not hold him responsible for them. It gives absolute immunity to "core constitutional powers" and states that the president's presumption of immunity for all other official acts can be overcome only if a criminal prosecution presents no "danger of intrusion on the authority and functions of the Executive Branch."
In practical terms, this means that a president may direct the CIA, or a private paramilitary organization similar to Russian mercenary Yevgeniy Prigozhin's Wagner Group, to engage in illegal activities. A president could also order the director of the CIA not to brief Congress on such activities. With this ill-considered decision, the court has rolled back the significant intelligence reforms that came out of the 1975 Church and Pike committee hearings that put intelligence activities under U.S. law and congressional oversight.
Those reforms built institutional barriers to prevent abuses common in the early years after World War II, when presidents could order the CIA to conduct overseas operations, including attempted assassinations, without restraint from Congress or the Justice Department. The early CIA overthrew the duly elected leaders of Iran and Guatemala and routinely disregarded Congress. During the same period, J. Edgar Hoover's FBI regularly trampled civil rights and engaged in black-bag jobs for presidents that included secret surveillance of U.S. citizens, again with no congressional oversight or judicial intervention.
The 1970s reforms were developed to prevent a powerful, unaccountable, out-of-control secret bureaucracy. They reined in executive overreach, established congressional oversight, ensured greater accountability and have provided the legal basis on which the intelligence community has operated for the past half-century. The CIA in which the two of us operated throughout our careers took seriously its obligation to act within clear legal boundaries and accede to congressional oversight.
That could all change now. Because of the inherent difficulties involved in ordering the military, with its separate judicial system under the Uniform Code of Military Justice, to engage in illegal activities, it is far more likely that a president would turn to the CIA or engage with private paramilitary groups to carry out any questionable "official acts." The CIA has the authority to provide the kind of clandestine support necessary to fund a private paramilitary organization (e.g., offshore bank accounts, corporate structures) for both domestic and foreign operations. With approval from the attorney general, such operations could fall under the National Security Act as "other functions and duties related to intelligence affecting the national security as the President . . . may direct," which would place them outside the existing laws dealing with covert action.
Whether the goal is to dispatch private paramilitary teams to the southern border with "shoot to kill" orders to prevent illegal crossings; use private hires to hack political opponents; or provide armed support to prevent the counting of electoral votes under the guise of "election integrity," ordering any of these illegal activities would constitute an "official act." They are all closely related to core executive branch functions that the court says are necessary for an "energetic executive" (i.e., protecting against foreign attacks, protection of property and securing of liberty). Prosecuting the president for these activities would almost certainly be barred, because any prosecution would present a danger of intruding on the "authority and functions of the Executive Branch." Engaging the CIA would add a layer of secrecy, and using private paramilitary groups would protect any illegal operation from exposure through such laws as the Freedom of Information Act, which applies only to government agencies.
The court's decision further states that in distinguishing official from unofficial conduct, courts may not inquire into a president's motives. If a president should choose to declare a political rival guilty of treason, deploy a paramilitary group to assassinate that rival and direct the attorney general to sign a document saying that said rival's death is necessary for the "securing of liberty," these would be official acts for which the president is immune. Unlike England's King Henry II -- who gave himself plausible deniability by wondering aloud, "Who will rid me of this meddlesome priest?" -- the newly immune president would have no need to speak obliquely.
An additional sweetener for future presidents is the ability to effectively extend immunity to any participants in their illegal projects. The Trump decision emphasizes that the president's pardon authority is absolute. A predictable step would be the issuance of prospective pardons for anyone involved in a chief executive's unlawful schemes.
The Trump decision thus manages to turn the essence of the Nuremberg trials -- that "just following orders" is not a defense to a war crime -- on its head: It provides absolute immunity for the president, unqualified authority to pardon in advance underlings who follow illegal orders and no legal accountability for obvious criminal activity.
The country can only hope that these outcomes are not what the court had in mind when it referred to the "lasting significance" of its decision. But they are undeniably plausible. Relying on the courage of public servants to refuse illegal orders is a weak defense against wrongdoing. The public examples of Robert Bork, who fired special prosecutor Archibald Cox during President Richard M. Nixon's "Saturday Night Massacre," or Trump Justice Department official Jeffrey Clark's attempts to subvert the 2020 election remind us that there will always be someone willing to carry out presidential orders, no matter how odious.
As for the CIA, journalists and authors are fond of focusing on the agency's past actions to claim it regularly engages in illegal actions for which there has been little to no accountability. Yet many generations of national security practitioners and thinkers have worked to ensure that this powerful secret agency operates squarely within the limits of U.S. law. Their efforts, sadly, could be all for nothing now.
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J.D. Vance can't go back in time -- and neither can the rest of us
The days of America's manufacturing boom are gone for good.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-07-25

Refrigerators are seen at a Lowe's outlet store in Miami in 2022. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images) 


For one of the youngest vice-presidential candidates ever nominated, J.D. Vance sounds a little crotchety. His convention speech last week pined for an America that the 39-year-old himself never knew -- a land before drugs and deindustrialization ravaged the Rust Belt, when housing was cheap and families were intact, and proud American craftsmen made the world's best products with their own hands.
Of course, there's nothing wrong in wishing for things you don't remember --  if they were really good, as many things were during the United States' manufacturing boom: There were job opportunities, families formed easily and people felt support from society. I have sympathy for Vance's desire to "put people to work making real products for American families."
The problem is that Donald Trump cannot bring those days back. And I suspect Vance is too smart to truly believe the former president could.
It's not just that economies have become too complicated to take apart and reassemble in some simpler, more desirable form. It's also that American voters would never stand for it. To see what I mean, consider a talk that Vance gave last February in which he suggested that "economics is fake" -- based on his experience owning a 40-year-old refrigerator.
"The refrigerator we had," he told the audience, "you would put lettuce in the icebox and it would be good a month later. ... You cannot at any price point buy a refrigerator today that can do that."
During Vance's more recent convention speech, the Lettuce Fountain of Youth surfaced on social media to much giggling -- because it sums up both the hazy appeal and the implausibility of "Make America Great Again." Yet there is some truth in Vance's remark, which is more than a lament for the country's lost manufacturing might. It's also a complaint about the way society has become monomaniacally focused on consumer prices, to the detriment of many other things that make our lives better.
This complaint comes not only from MAGA America but also from left-leaning thinkers such as Lina Khan, the chair of the Federal Trade Commission. It resonates on both the right and left because the government and corporations do pay more attention to prices than to other things that are harder to measure, but no less important. People also care about quality, about having things that last. And they care about their identity as producers, as well as consumers.
Forcing manufacturing workers to compete with lower-wage counterparts elsewhere not only reduced their earning power, but also destabilized their communities, a process that began in the 1960s and '70s, but accelerated with the "China Shock" of the past 20 years. Many have had to choose between moving for work, sacrificing essential networks of friends and relatives, or staying put and contending with community decline. This has been a real loss.
What's more, some of the goods they could buy -- including, yes, home appliances -- did get worse in significant ways. Dishwasher cycles have lengthened into eons, which helps them reduce noise and save water, but wastes our time. Refrigerators come with internet connections but break more frequently (it's not your imagination). And when an appliance stops working, repairs are so expensive, people often just give up and buy a new one.
It's not crazy to want to return to the old ways, or at least try to create options for people who want more expensive but more durable goods, made by Americans living in prosperous manufacturing towns. It's just impossible. Not just practically, but also politically.
Voters might care about the quality of the goods they buy, but they still care a lot about prices, as our recent bout of inflation has demonstrated. Indeed, this is the reason that Vance looks so likely to become vice president in January.
And prices would have to rise a lot to bring back the fridge economy of yesteryear. The 10-percent, across-the-board tariffs Trump is proposing would be only a down payment.
In 1966, Sears sold customers a 21-cubic-foot capacity, self-defrosting, side-by-side refrigerator for as little as $545. Today, the store's cheapest equivalent model is more than $1,000. The bigger difference is that, in 1966, the U.S. median family income was $7,500, while in 2022 it was $97,750. If the price of fridges had held constant as a percentage of family income, that new one would cost more than $7,000.
Now, one can argue that higher relative prices were a good trade-off for supporting a stable manufacturing sector that provided high-paying jobs to men with no education beyond high school. Those workers had the satisfaction of making tangible products and also the wherewithal to create stable families, buy homes and grab a piece of the American Dream. J.D. Vance is a smart guy, and I'm not sure I'd win that debate with him.
But I don't think he is smart enough to win his argument with a voter who just walked into Sears and discovered that new appliances suddenly cost seven times what they used to.
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Three big ways Simone Biles changed America
Thanks to the world's best gymnast, it's no longer considered weak to care about mental health.
By Heather Long | 2024-07-25

Simone Biles finishes her floor exercise at the 2024 U.S. Olympic trials in Minneapolis. (Elsa/Getty Images)


One of the hardest jobs at the Olympics is commenting on Simone Biles's performances. The normally chatty announcers can't say anything except "Wow!" "Incredible!" "Unbelievable!" I get it. I've been an armchair gymnastics fan since I was a kid in the 1980s and '90s. Biles soars higher than anyone else in the competition. She performs more difficult routines than any other woman. Heck, her vault is so hard that almost no men in the world can land it. And she's doing all this at a gymnastics "grandma" age of 27. If she wins the most coveted gymnastics prize in Paris -- all-around gold -- she will be the oldest woman to do so since 1952.
I'm rooting for Biles to win it all not just because she's the best, but also because she has changed the sport of gymnastics -- and her country.
Who can forget what happened at the last Olympics in Tokyo. Biles stunned the world by dropping out of the team competition after a fluke vault. She wasn't visibly injured. There was no limping or screaming. But she was hurting mentally. Had she kept going, she might have died. Her brain was telling her body to fly and twist, but her body wasn't complying.
When she tried to explain this, the internet labeled her a disgrace, a traitor, a quitter. She went from "GOAT" to scapegoat for an angry world still largely locked down. Her career seemed over. Yet here she is -- back and better than ever with a new tattoo on her collarbone: Maya Angelou's "And Still I Rise."
Her actions in Tokyo spurred a shift that affected the world well beyond sports. Suddenly, it was okay to talk about and prioritize mental health. Biles says she wouldn't have returned to the Olympics without her family -- and her therapist. She is transformed. She's smiling more. And she's leading her sport. Her parents opened a gym in Houston that has become a haven for Biles and many other elite gymnasts including France's Melanie De Jesus Dos Santos and Team USA's Jordan Chiles and alternate Joscelyn Roberson. When Olympian Suni Lee was struggling at the U.S. national championships competition this year, it was Biles, rather than Lee's coach, who gave Lee the pep talk that made the difference.
Biles has transformed gymnastics from a girls' to a women's sport. In the 1970s, '80s, '90s and early 2000s, female gymnastics champions were extraordinarily young and thin. Their coaches yelled at them so much, it amounted to borderline child abuse. It took the story of widespread sexual abuse of gymnasts by team physician Larry Nassar to bring the situation into the open. But the brutality wasn't limited to sexual abuse, especially not in the era when head coaches Bela and Marta Karolyi constantly criticized the girls' weight and appearance, and urged them to compete while injured. Kerri Strug's infamous vault on an injured ankle at the 1996 Atlanta Games, as Bela Karolyi yelled "You can do it!" from the sidelines looks alarming to the world today.
"You literally had one job and you couldn't protect us," Biles said of USA Gymnastics in 2019. She refused to continue with Karolyi-style training camps. She testified before Congress about the trauma she suffered.
In her new Netflix documentary, she says she still struggles with flashbacks when she arrives at big competitions. But she has found her voice and pushed for change in her sport. Her new coaches put mental fitness first. Her gym has pioneered new training methods. Biles even helped change Team USA leotards -- from girly pink to patriotic colors with higher necks and a more elegant, mature style.
She's also helped diversify the sport, inspiring young gymnasts of all backgrounds to compete. Biles's personal story is powerful: She lived in foster care until her grandparents adopted her. She had overcome a great deal well before social media trolls criticized her hair, her clothes, her dance moves and even her husband. Today, there is a calm about her. She lets her flips and turns, scores and medals do the talking. China has boasted that the men's team it is sending to Paris is the most decorated, with 37 Olympic and World Championship medals among its five stars. Biles has won 37 medals all on her own.
America loves a good comeback story, and they don't come much better than Biles's. I'm rooting for her to win -- for herself, for America and, most of all, to remind the world what a strong woman can do.
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I spent a week at a chat bench. Here's what I learned.
Conversing with strangers about religion, parenthood, IVF and raves taught me that we could all use some "Vitamin S."
By Annabel Abbs-Streets | 2024-07-25

The chat bench that Annabel Abbs-Streets frequented in London. (Washington Post illustration; Annabel Abbs-Streets) 


Annabel Abbs-Streets is the author of "Windswept: Walking the Paths of Trailblazing Women" and "52 Ways to Walk."
"Sit here if you're happy to chat."
Inscribed on a colorful plaque atop a bench in my local park, the words felt out of place. This was London; we don't do idle chat.
But my youngest child was taking his final exams, and I was facing an empty nest. After two decades of child-rearing, I was disoriented -- and I couldn't muster the courage to talk to friends or family about it. Was this "chat bench" worth a try?
Only one way to find out.
Chat benches first appeared five years ago, the brainchild of a British police officer concerned about scammers targeting lonely elderly people. He had encountered a woman so desperate for a few minutes of conversation that she had knowingly given away thousands of pounds. The officer wondered whether a designated spot for safely meeting and talking to strangers might help. Today, chat benches can be found all over the world: Poland, the United States, Australia.
I was neither lonely nor elderly. But could a stranger provide the perspective I needed as my home emptied of its usual hustle and bustle? I decided to visit the bench daily for the next week to find out.
Day 1: I took my place on the bench, relishing its view of the Thames. Perhaps the flowing water and the surrounding greenery would prove conducive to conversation. I waited in vain. No one gave me a passing glance. Was it too early? Too damp and gray? Did no one want to spend time with someone who might be sad and lonely? I returned home dejected and convinced a London chat bench was doomed to failure.
Day 2: I arrived to find a man sitting on the bench, fiddling with his phone. I paused. Should I wait for him to initiate? Or dive right in? I took a leap. "This is a bench for chatting," I said.
The man looked bewildered. I pointed to the plaque.
"I would love to talk!" he said, and ... I panicked. What would I say? What if he was weird or dangerous? I muttered an excuse and fled.
Immediately regretting my rash exit, I resolved to return the next day.
Day 3: Mysteriously, the bench had disappeared. I asked a man on a neighboring regular one if he knew what had happened. "No," he said. He'd never heard of a chat bench. And then his face brightened: "Why don't you talk to me?"
We talked for an hour. Of his life in rural Ireland. Of children and empty nests. Of jazz, education, career mistakes. And, finally, of God. "I was sitting here waiting for a church service," he explained, gesturing to the church at the end of the park. "But talking to a stranger has been much better."
Day 4: More mystery. The chat bench had reappeared! I sat and was promptly joined by a Londoner who told me of his secret life as an organizer of illicit raves. That evening, yesterday's bench-mate messaged -- I'd told him my name, and he had tracked me down online -- to share that he'd spoken to several strangers that day.
Day 5: A young woman joined me. She had come to London after five years in the United States and a childhood in India. Our conversation raced on -- to work and the job market, to our travels, to marriage and family. Then, she leaned over and lowered her voice: "No one knows this, but I'm about to start IVF." She paused and whispered, "I'm terrified."
The sudden intimacy of that encounter was my first real taste of what I came to realize was the chat bench's superpower.

The sign on the chat bench in London. (Annabel Abbs-Streets) 


As my visits continued over the following weeks, so did strangers' revelations. I usually initiated conversation by explaining the bench's history and purpose, but most people quickly pushed past chitchat. They wanted to unburden themselves of topics they couldn't discuss with those closest to them -- much as I was seeking advice about entering a new phase of life.
There's some science to this. Paul van Lange, a Dutch psychologist, labels the phenomenon "Vitamin S." His research shows that strangers often confide in each other: "Most of our relationships include a power dynamic even if we're unaware of it. But two strangers on a bench are equal and equally vulnerable," he told me. And strangers don't carry the risk of spilling our secrets to the rest of our social network. Van Lange's studies also show that these interactions can promote mental well-being, explaining why my bench chats were such a mood booster.
But Vitamin S has other benefits, too. Talking to strangers is like an exercise -- we need to practice it regularly or risk losing the muscle for it. This "mental fitness" is bolstered when our brains use infrequently activated neural networks to converse with strangers.
And yet modern life is less and less conducive to conversation with unfamiliar people. We spend our days in echo chambers, trapped in cars or working from home. Our groceries are self-checkout, shops are online, yoga classes are on Zoom.
My experience taught me that life doesn't have to be like this.
Daily walks to the chat bench softened the pain of an emptying home. They became a pilgrimage to possibility -- offering me radically different perspectives.
From my Irish bench-mate, I learned that parenting never ends, that empty nests don't stay empty for long. From my young female bench-mate, I learned to celebrate rather than mourn the life I'd had. From my partying bench-mate, I thrilled to hear that I wasn't too old to rave. From all the strangers I went on to meet, I learned that chat benches are not just for the lonely -- they are for anyone who wants to enrich their life. And from that beautiful little bench in the middle of a city, I learned, finally, that a few words on a plaque are all it takes to transform a bench into a catalyst for moving conversations.
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Who will control the future of AI?
We must work to ensure that a democratic vision for artificial intelligence prevails over an authoritarian one.
By Sam Altman | 2024-07-25
Sam Altman is co-founder and CEO of OpenAI.
Who will control the future of AI?
That is the urgent question of our time. The rapid progress being made on artificial intelligence means that we face a strategic choice about what kind of world we are going to live in: Will it be one in which the United States and allied nations advance a global AI that spreads the technology's benefits and opens access to it, or an authoritarian one, in which nations or movements that don't share our values use AI to cement and expand their power?
There is no third option -- and it's time to decide which path to take. The United States currently has a lead in AI development, but continued leadership is far from guaranteed. Authoritarian governments the world over are willing to spend enormous amounts of money to catch up and ultimately overtake us. Russian dictator Vladimir Putin has darkly warned that the country that wins the AI race will "become the ruler of the world," and the People's Republic of China has said that it aims to become the global leader in AI by 2030.
These authoritarian regimes and movements will keep a close hold on the technology's scientific, health, educational and other societal benefits to cement their own power. If they manage to take the lead on AI, they will force U.S. companies and those of other nations to share user data, leveraging the technology to develop new ways of spying on their own citizens or creating next-generation cyberweapons to use against other countries.
The first chapter of AI is already written. Systems such as ChatGPT, Copilot and others are functioning as limited assistants -- for instance, by writing up patient visits so nurses and doctors can spend more time with the sick, or serving as more advanced assistants in certain domains, such as code generation for software engineering. More advances will soon follow and will usher in a decisive period in the story of human society.
If we want to ensure that the future of AI is a future built to benefit the most people possible, we need a U.S.-led global coalition of like-minded countries and an innovative new strategy to make it happen. The United States' public and technology sectors need to get four big things right to ensure the creation of a world shaped by a democratic vision for AI.
First, American AI firms and industry need to craft robust security measures to ensure that our coalition maintains the lead in current and future models and enables our private sector to innovate. These measures would include cyberdefense and data center security innovations to prevent hackers from stealing key intellectual property such as model weights and AI training data. Many of these defenses will benefit from the power of artificial intelligence, which makes it easier and faster for human analysts to identify risks and respond to attacks. The U.S. government and the private sector can partner together to develop these security measures as quickly as possible.
Second, infrastructure is destiny when it comes to AI. The early installation of fiber-optic cables, coaxial lines and other pieces of broadband infrastructure is what allowed the United States to spend decades at the center of the digital revolution and to build its current lead in artificial intelligence. U.S. policymakers must work with the private sector to build significantly larger quantities of the physical infrastructure -- from data centers to power plants -- that run the AI systems themselves. Public-private partnerships to build this needed infrastructure will equip U.S. firms with the computing power to expand access to AI and better distribute its societal benefits.
Building this infrastructure will also create new jobs nationwide. We are witnessing the birth and evolution of a technology I believe to be as momentous as electricity or the internet. AI can be the foundation of a new industrial base it would be wise for our country to embrace.
We need to complement the proverbial "bricks and mortar" with substantial investment in human capital. As a nation, we need to nurture and develop the next generation of AI innovators, researchers and engineers. They are our true superpower.
Third, we must develop a coherent commercial diplomacy policy for AI, including clarity around how the United States intends to implement export controls and foreign investment rules for the global build out of AI systems. That will also mean setting out rules of the road for what sorts of chips, AI training data and other code -- some of which is so sensitive that it may need to remain in the United States -- can be housed in the data centers that countries around the world are racing to build to localize AI information.
Our existing AI lead, at a time when nations worldwide are vying for greater access to the technology, will make it easier to bring more countries into this new coalition. Making sure open-sourced models are readily available to developers in those nations will further bolster our advantage. The challenge of who will lead on AI is not just about exporting technology, it's about exporting the values that the technology upholds.
And fourth, we need to think creatively about new models for the world to establish norms in developing and deploying AI, with a particular focus on safety and ensuring a role for the global south and other nations who have been historically left behind. As with other issues of global importance, that will require us to engage with China and maintain an ongoing dialogue.
I've spoken in the past about creating something akin to the International Atomic Energy Agency for AI, but that is just one potential model. One option could knit together the network of AI safety institutes being built in countries such as Japan and Britain and create an investment fund that countries committed to abiding by democratic AI protocols could draw from to expand their domestic computer capacities.
Another potential model is the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, which was established by the U.S. government in 1998, less than a decade after the creation of the World Wide Web, to standardize how we navigate the digital world. ICANN is now an independent nonprofit with representatives from around the world dedicated to its core mission of maximizing access to the internet in support of an open, connected, democratic global community.
While identifying the right decision-making body is important, the bottom line is that democratic AI has a lead over authoritarian AI because our political system has empowered U.S. companies, entrepreneurs and academics to research, innovate and build.
We won't be able to have AI that is built to maximize the technology's benefits while minimizing its risks unless we work to make sure the democratic vision for AI prevails. If we want a more democratic world, history tells us our only choice is to develop an AI strategy that will help create it, and that the nations and technologists who have a lead have a responsibility to make that choice -- now.
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What a second Trump presidency would mean for NATO
Readers debate Marc A. Thiessen's suggestions for how Donald Trump could transform the alliance.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-07-24

Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, embraces NATO leaders at the White House on Wednesday. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


Regarding Marc A. Thiessen's July 9 op-ed "How Trump can make NATO great again":
Mr. Thiessen's plea for a MAGA makeover of the NATO alliance was convincingly written but seems to rely on an aspirational vision of Donald Trump rather than a realistic one.
Mr. Thiessen draws on quotations from Mr. Trump that suggest an intent to strengthen NATO and improve the military, but he overlooks other quotes, other actions. During the 2016 election, Trump wondered aloud whether we even needed NATO anymore. Mr. Trump's complaint that NATO nations weren't paying enough seemed born not out of a desire for members to meet their obligations but rather out of an impatience with the alliance. Transatlantic alliances didn't appeal to his isolationist tendencies.
Mr. Thiessen's vision of a Donald Trump who will support Ukraine and stand up to Vladimir Putin seems fantastical. He omits Mr. Trump's request for "a favor" from Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in 2019 and Mr. Trump's more recent praise for Mr. Putin's moves against Ukraine as "genius" and "savvy." When it comes to the idea of expanding NATO to the Pacific, Mr. Thiessen leaves out the "love" between Mr. Trump and North Korea's ruthless dictator and Mr. Trump's enthusiasm for the 2018 constitutional changes in China that essentially allowed Xi Jinping to become "president for life." (He said, "Maybe we'll give that a shot someday.")
Since the days of Dwight D. Eisenhower, American leadership has cast a cold eye on Russia and the Soviet Union, standing firm against the Kremlin's expansionist ambitions. That changed with the rise of Mr. Trump. Mr. Putin, sensing the possibility Mr. Trump represented, sought to influence the 2016 presidential election and watched with glee as American foreign policy shrank from its allegiances, becoming more isolationist and chaotic. Mr. Putin didn't invade Ukraine because of Mr. Biden's weakness but because Mr. Trump opened a huge crack in the wall that had kept Russia in check for decades.
Jack Greer, Shenandoah, Va.
Not a single one of Marc A. Thiessen's six proposals for NATO would ever come to pass in a second Trump administration.
The Republican Party's new platform, drafted by several Trump allies, alludes to NATO only near the end of the document, suggesting a revitalized alliance is a low priority for the presumptive nominee and for his Republican enablers in Congress. But there are other obstacles to Mr. Thiessen's vision.
NATO's strength is due in part to robust relationships among the leaders of its members. Mr. Trump has never figured that part out. He disdains the hard work of patiently forging solid ties with other nations' leaders, especially Western nations. A few months ago, Mr. Trump said he would encourage Russia to do "whatever the hell they want" --  including a military invasion -- to any NATO country that doesn't spend the money on defense Mr. Trump wants it to. NATO would not get stronger during a Trump presidency, because Mr. Trump wouldn't make the effort.
Then, there is Mr. Trump's attitude toward Ukraine, which is more ambiguous than Mr. Thiessen describes. He has criticized the level of U.S. military aid to Ukraine, making the later pledges Mr. Trump made to increase military aid to Ukraine suspect.
And while Mr. Thiessen said Mr. Trump can renegotiate NATO's foundational agreements, just like he renegotiated the North American Free Trade Agreement, the new NAFTA differed only marginally from the old one, and trade agreements are fundamentally different from security treaties. Such an approach would be foolish.
Finally, including Pacific nations in NATO is an interesting conversation topic. But one person cannot make a decision to invite new member nations, not even a U.S. president who thinks it's a good idea.
Robert Tiller, Silver Spring
In his recent op-ed, Marc A. Thiessen argues that NATO must raise its floor on military spending from 2 percent to 3 percent of a country's gross domestic product because "the world is on fire. Wars are raging on two continents." The next day, in Lally Weymouth's July 10 Wednesday Opinion Q&A, "Sweden's prime minister: Europe must step up to defend itself," Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson pledged, "This year, we will reach the 2 percent ceiling."
Somehow, everyone seems to agree that a minimum of 2 percent is the standard for defense spending, but how was this level determined? Is the level based on rigorous analysis of a minimum level needed to ensure security? Does this threshold reduce the chance of war, and if so, how? Is this a defense industry goal or a goal made by seasoned military personnel based on actual need?
Our two closest adversaries offer no further clues about this number: Russia spent 5.9 percent of GDP on its military in 2023, while China spent 1.7 percent. Saudi Arabia spent 7.1 percent of its GDP on defense.
Given that the Pentagon still can't pass an audit, we need a firmer basis if we are to trust this 2 percent figure. And we should not allow defense spending to simply drift upward.
Matthew Murguia, Kensington
Some readers may be impressed by the recommendations Marc A. Thiessen offered in his July 9 op-ed on NATO. But his argument contains three fatal flaws. First, how can the next president persuade other nations to lift their defense spending from 2 percent to at least 3 percent of gross domestic product, persuade Americans to back a new defense buildup, and persuade Vladimir Putin to sue for peace by arming Ukraine? Second, what is the underlying strategy for this added spending? And, most importantly, will these, and Mr. Thiessen's other recommendations, make an iota of difference in strengthening the alliance?
Many NATO members are experiencing very large deficits -- the United States'  stands at $1.2 trillion -- where would the money come from?
As for globalizing NATO, the alliance tried that after the Soviet Union imploded with its 1990s-era "out of area or out of business" slogan, which envisioned a larger peacekeeping role for the organization as a way to justify itself. But perhaps NATO learned its lesson after Afghanistan.
And given that Taiwan is a flash point that many assert could explode this decade if the United States were forced to enter the fray after a Chinese invasion of the island, would other NATO countries really be prepared to go to war if the United States invoked Article 5?
Mr. Thiessen is an accomplished writer, but these strategic pronouncements are not founded in reality.
Harlan Ullman, Washington
The writer is a senior adviser at the Atlantic Council and previously served as a senior adviser to the supreme allied commander of NATO.
I'm grateful for the many thoughtful responses to my essay. As with many of former president Donald Trump's critics, I think these letter-writers see the former president differently than I do because they are criticizing a caricature or discounting the strategy behind his most inflammatory quotations. As he once told me, "I'm always negotiating," sometimes by intentionally provoking a reaction -- in this case to get allies to spend more on defense.
I can see the wisdom of that approach from personal experience. As a speechwriter for the secretary of defense and the president, I wrote speeches praising NATO and calling for allies to spend more on our common defense for nearly a dozen NATO summits and defense ministerials. President Barack Obama's speechwriters did the same. Those words fell on deaf ears. Just before Mr. Trump took office, a decade after pledging to spend 2 percent of gross domestic product on defense, spending by non-U.S. members had dropped to an all-time low of 1.4 percent and only  three countries were meeting their commitments. Mr. Trump's threats did what my speeches failed to accomplish: got allies to spend $400 billion more.
Yes, Mr. Trump has criticized how much we spend on aid to Ukraine, but that is because he believes the war should never have happened and would never have happened on his watch. He also has lavished praise on President Volodymyr Zelensky; called Russia's invasion an "atrocity"; said that Vladimir Putin's demands to keep all Ukrainian territory he has already seized and force Ukraine to abandons its bid to join NATO are "not acceptable"; and emphasized that if Mr. Putin does not agree to a just peace, he will increase aid to Kyiv.
As for bringing Pacific nations into NATO, that is certainly aspirational, but I think that fundamentally transforming the alliance is something that would appeal to Mr. Trump. If we need to shift our focus to China, why not get our European allies to join us in doing so?
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France goes for the gold in mental gymnastics
Plus: Harris's policy swaps. The echoes of 1968.
By Drew Goins | 2024-07-24
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

French President Emmanuel Macron in Paris on Wednesday. (Christophe Petit Tesson/Pool/AFP/Getty Images) 


And here we have France's most exciting new athlete, President Emmanuel Macron, going for the gold in mental gymnastics. Let's see how he does:
The snap election that left France unable to form a government was a necessary "clarification." -- 8.7!
Otherwise the country would have remained seized by "resentment." -- 7.9!
So actually it's fine that departments are being run by leftovers from a cabinet that has resigned. -- 9.2!
... and can he stick the landing?! All the routine needs to conclude is a facile reassurance!
"Don't worry." -- 10!!
Macron might as well have thrown his head back in triumph talking to Lee Hockstader at the Elysee Palace on the eve of the Paris Summer Olympics. Lee spends his column untwisting Macron's assertions.
"The French system of government, and its constitution, have been exposed as unfit for purpose," Lee writes. "The nation is balkanized, incapacitated, embittered." Macron's centrists are paralyzed by the country's aversion to multiparty coalition-building, and the far-right opposition seems content to wait and watch as its own position is strengthened by the impasse.
As a fragile France drifts further into the political abyss, it appears increasingly likely that the only event the country might prove any good at is the Games' newest, known by its official designation: breaking.
Chaser: What's your most indelible memory from Olympic competitions past? Share your responses with Post Opinions for possible publication.




From Marc Fisher's column on Larry Rosen, whose pharmacy and lunch counter was among the businesses to burn. Marc writes that Rosen, who died this month just shy of his 101st birthday, called him more than any other reader in the decades after 1968.
"In Larry's memory -- massaged on each of the roughly 20,000 days since the riots -- every detail of his store shined brightly, even if the images were now in the black-and-white of his photo collection," Marc writes. "Larry opened a window onto 1968 that I couldn't find in old news clips or history books."
The view onto 2024 looks worryingly similar, Marc writes:  a cracking foundation, a center that might not hold. At least, Marc says, one reader's many, many calls "make us see how we got here."
Chaser: Read excerpts from some of Larry Rosen's letters and columns published in The Post over the years.
As Vice President Harris gets rolling with her own presidential campaign, her best leg up is the possibility of a fresh start. For the latest Prompt 2024 newsletter, Aden Barton asked four columnists to join him in telling Harris which Biden administration policies would be best to reset.
Aden's advice is to ditch President Biden's promise not to raise taxes on anyone making less than $400,000 a year, which Aden says was good politics but bad policy; Harris's vision for a "care economy" will require more revenue than soaking solely the rich can provide.
Eduardo Porter votes for more muscular promises on climate change, and Heather Long chooses the same for child care. On the war in Gaza, Harris can heed either Shadi Hamid in the newsletter or Karen Attiah in her own column on the painful issue; the two very much agree.
As Shadi writes, "Biden has set the bar so low that it shouldn't be difficult for Harris to clear it" with basic commitments to humanitarian aid, reconstruction support and Palestinian self-governance.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
France could pull this off
If parties would share glory
Solo podium
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Harris is a gaffe-prone leftist. Why didn't anyone challenge her?
That would-be rivals are waiting for 2028 suggests they know our democracy will survive Trump.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-07-24

An attendee at a Kamala Harris campaign event Tuesday in West Allis, Wis., waves an action figure and a sign supporting the vice president. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)


That was fast! On Sunday, after President Biden announced he would not run for a second term, Vice President Harris declared her intention to "earn and win" the Democratic nomination. In less than 24 hours, she had apparently secured all the delegates needed to lock up the nomination.
Which raises a question: Why did no one challenge her? After all, Harris is undeniably vulnerable. She ran a catastrophic campaign for president four years ago, flaming out before even reaching the Iowa caucuses. Her public approval has hovered around that of Biden, who is himself one of the most unpopular presidents in 70 years. She is also less popular than former president Donald Trump, the man she must beat. Indeed, The Post's recent average of 11 polls conducted since the debate found little difference between how she and Biden stack up against Trump.
She is as gaffe-prone as Biden, but without the excuse of advanced age. She has a grating habit of saying simple-minded things in a profound voice ("There is great significance to the passage of time") and of talking to voters as though they are small children ("Ukraine is a country in Europe. It exists next to another country called Russia. Russia is a bigger country. Russia is a powerful country. Russia decided to invade a smaller country called Ukraine."). She is an episode of "Veep" come to life.
And unlike Biden, who at least had the veneer of moderation, she is an unabashed leftist. She has supported the Democratic socialist agenda, from the Green New Deal to Medicare-for-all.  In her 2019 campaign, she proposed a mind-boggling $45.5 trillion in new spending, according to Manhattan Institute budget expert Brian Riedl. She pledged to ban fracking (which won't go over well in must-win Pennsylvania) and promised to decriminalize illegal border crossings and provide taxpayer-funded health care for illegal migrants (which might explain her catastrophic failure as Biden's border czar). She is an abortion zealot who became the first vice president to campaign at an abortion clinic and has suggested that a Catholic who belongs to the Knights of Columbus was unfit to serve as a federal judge. She raised money for a bail fund that helped put people accused and later convicted of violent crimes back on the streets, and she supports giving former prisoners, including rapists and murderers, the right to vote.
She would be the most radical candidate ever to secure the Democratic Party's presidential nomination. Four years ago, Democrats panicked at the prospect that Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) might be their nominee and chose Biden instead. Well, Harris's Senate voting record was to the left of Sanders -- in fact, it was the furthest left of the entire U.S. Senate, according to the nonpartisan government transparency watchdog GovTrack.
And as Biden's vice president, she maintains ownership of all the disastrous policies that dragged down his approval ratings. She cast the deciding vote for the massive spending package that unleashed the worst inflation in four decades, presided over the worst border crisis in American history, and helped lead the coverup of Biden's cognitive decline, repeatedly assuring the American people that the president was "vibrant," "tireless" and "absolutely authoritative in rooms around the globe" as well as in the Oval Office.
So why didn't a more electable candidate -- of which there are many -- throw his or her hat in the ring and seek the Democratic nomination? Simple: If you are a White Democrat -- such as Govs. Josh Shapiro (Pa.), Andy Beshear (Ky.), Roy Cooper (N.C.), Tim Walz (Minn.) and Gretchen Whitmer (Mich.), or Sen. Mark Kelly (Ariz.) -- with a seemingly bright political future in Democratic politics, why would you get crosswise with Rep. James E. Clyburn (S.C.) and the Congressional Black Caucus by trying to stop the first Black woman from leading a major party ticket? The party of identity politics is never going to pick you over her. And if you try to challenge her, she will play the race card against you -- just as she did against Biden in 2019.
Maybe it's because the Democrats have spent the three weeks since Biden's disastrous debate in utter chaos -- and don't want another three weeks of chaos that even a "mini-primary" (whatever that is) would entail. That might be a mistake. Harris is just one cringe-inducing interview or word salad away from sending Democrats back into panic mode. And Republicans will use her far-left record to defeat not only her but also vulnerable Democrats running in swing states who will now have to defend her.
Besides, if Trump wins, he'll be a one-term president -- which means those potential challengers would be able to run for an open seat four years from now. Heck, Harris could pick one of them for vice president, which would allow them to raise their national profile with a strong debate performance, without anyone blaming them for losing the White House.
Indeed, the fact that so many electable Democrats are choosing to keep their powder dry for 2028 shows that they really don't believe Trump is a threat to democracy. They all seem confident that if Trump wins in November, there will still be a free and fair election four years from now in which they can compete.
They're right.
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America's choice
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump and Kamala Harris.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-07-24

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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A new day and many open questions
Biden makes a historic about-face.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-24

President Biden delivers an address on the assassination attempt on former president Donald Trump from the White House on July 14. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
This week I answer readers' questions, share some thoughts about the unprecedented, shocking turn of events, and share journalistic and legal gems.
A reader asks: Maybe I'm missing something, but it seems to me the best course for the Dems now that President Biden has dropped out of the race would be for him to resign so Vice President Harris would go into the convention as president.
Answer: Nope. Let him run the country. Let her run for president full-time. It is enough to take on the extreme burden of assuming the campaign at this late date.
A reader asks: Is it legal to replace Biden? What are the rules? What will the Supreme Court do?
Answer: There is no legal issue. None. The party has not chosen its nominee. When it does, Harris and her vice-presidential nominee will be on the ballot. Republicans' effort to raise legal suspicion reminds me of the "illegal votes" allegations in 2020. They are pre-spinning a potential loss.
A reader asks: I've heard nothing about former president Donald Trump and Biden (and now, Harris) releasing their tax returns. Has any pressure been put on the candidates -- most especially one who didn't release his returns last time?
Answer: Harris released her tax returns in April, as she has done for every year. Former president Trump has no excuse not to release his. It is unconscionable to keep them secret given his civil verdicts (some involving financial impropriety) and conviction on 34 criminal counts. Mainstream news outlets should continue to demand that he release his returns. Simply because he refuses is no reason to let the matter slide.
A reader asks: Perhaps Biden will take up the mantle from Jimmy Carter to lead the Presidents Club?
Answer: Indeed, after his noble and selfless decision to step aside and after completing his term, he can use his contacts, talents and experience in any number of philanthropic ways. Watching him and former presidents Barack Obama and Bill Clinton travel the world to respond to disasters, raise awareness about critical issues and support struggling democracies will be inspiring.
A reader asks: Now that Trump is the oldest presidential candidate in history, when do we get the entire mainstream media talking about Trump's age and obvious signs of cognitive decline every day, all day?
Answer: I sure hope so. My readers know I have been raising questions about the former president's mental and emotional fitness for months. There was no excuse for the media to ignore the topic. After wall-to-wall coverage of Biden's health, it is about time they scrutinize Trump in the same way.
A reader asks: Could a Harris-Abigail Spanberger ticket prevail over the anti-democracy, white Christian nationalist,  GOP ticket?
Answer: It could! However, Spanberger has already begun a run for Virginia governor. (She is an immense talent and one day, I suspect, will run for president herself.) Look for the veepstakes buzz to include Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg.
A reader asks: Is it possible that Liz Cheney could switch parties and be Harris's vice president pick? With a two-women "unity" ticket?
Answer: I think Cheney's views on abortion, the Iraq War and climate change would make that impossible. However, I would love to see Cheney as FBI director in the first Harris term! A two-woman ticket is certainly possible, but I suspect there will be qualms about "lack of balance." (Funny, how two men were never a problem!)
A reader asks: I still fail to understand why a felon is allowed to run for president. Can you explain?
Answer: Constitutionally, no disqualifier exists for felonies (even for insurrection, according to the radical Supreme Court majority!). As a moral and political matter, I remain flummoxed that a once-great party could nominate a felon, a civilly adjudicated rapist and fraudster, and leader of an insurrection against our democracy. When a movement celebrates illegal, immoral and even violent action, Americans should see flashing red lights. Trump's party is telling us he is beyond morality, beyond the law. That's a sign of authoritarian ambition.
Few would disagree that this election is the weirdest ever -- a convicted criminal responsible for a violent insurrection heading the Republican ticket, a horrific assassination attempt, a battle for the survival of pluralistic democracy and now a change at the top of the Democratic ticket. There are scads of questions to be answered, including Harris's choice of a running mate. However, the pro-democracy message, if anything, must be even sharper.
This race pits normal governance vs. the Project 2025 plan; women's self-determination vs. second-class citizenship for women forced to give birth against their will; and a responsible Supreme Court constrained by ethics and precedent vs. an unhinged, scandal-ridden body overwhelmingly viewed as partisan.
Democrats have the chance to capitalize on an exciting moment in political history, rally around the vice president and focus their collective energies on defeating Trump. They -- and all concerned voters -- must assume responsibility for our democracy and educate their fellow countrymen about the risks to our constitutional system.
In the sea of gauzy GOP convention coverage, too many mainstream outlets failed to exercise sufficient scrutiny of the purge of normal Republicans (former vice president Mike Pence? Liz Cheney?) or to drill down on the frightening agenda the MAGA movement is advancing. How, for example, can there be "unity" in a party in which Trump's former vice president and a large number of former Cabinet officials oppose him? How can the law and order party parade one felon after another to the stage?
Among the few sober voices was Daniel Dale, CNN's fact-checker, who counted at least 20 falsehoods in Trump's convention speech. Dale wrote: "Many of the false claims were ones Trump has made before, some of them for years. They spanned a wide variety of topics, including the economy, immigration, crime, foreign policy and elections." He added: "Some of them were wild lies, others smaller exaggerations. Some were in his prepared text (like the absurd claim that he left the Biden administration a world at peace), while he ad-libbed others (such as his usual lies that Democrats cheated in the 2020 election and that the US is experiencing the worst inflation it has ever had)."
We need more truthtellers like Dale and more experts in totalitarianism to help educate voters.
Contrary to the baseless accusation that the Biden administration has weaponized the Justice Department against Republicans, federal prosecutors last week obtained an impressive conviction in New Jersey Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez's bribery and foreign corruption case.
After the verdict, U.S. Attorney Damian Williams said:
Whether it is the Menendez prosecution, the conviction of Hunter Biden or the investigation of Biden's handling of classified documents, the Justice Department has demonstrated willingness to investigate and prosecute Democrats. There should be little doubt which party supports neutral, fact-based enforcement of the rule of law.
Next week, I'll have my online chat so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next mailbag newsletter.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/24/biden-harris-ticket-mailbag/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

      Local

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Pr. George's school board member who resigned had been working in Missouri
        Nicole Asbury

        Prince George's County school board member David Murray resigned amid questions of his attendance after he started working in a Missouri school district.

      

      
        Arlington and D.C. ranked as America's fittest cities
        Tamilore Oshikanlu

        The American College of Sports Medicine ranked Arlington first for the seventh year in a row.

      

      
        Three shot, one fatally, in Shaw neighborhood of Northwest Washington
        Peter Hermann

        Police said they are investigating whether the shooting is related to another one a half-hour earlier, roughly six miles away.

      

      
        D.C.-area forecast: Today's humidity could fuel downpours before a much nicer weekend
        David Streit

        A few thunderstorms this afternoon could be intense with a damaging wind threat.

      

      
        A D.C. pastor's granddaughter was killed. He had to give her eulogy.
        Jasmine Hilton

        The Rev. Kenneth Thomas Sr. has presided over several funerals. This one was his granddaughter's -- the first homicide victim of 2024 in D.C.

      

      
        After a D.C. restaurant closes, selling pieces of a dream
        Justin Wm. Moyer

        "We have done everything possible to make this work," restaurateur Hatice Rosato said. "Even your best is not enough."

      

      
        As the bees swarm in D.C., he answers the call
        Anthony Rivera

        Del Voss is a bee whisperer who chases after swarms of insects flying out of their winter homes and takes them to more hospitable places.

      

      
        For a horse and his trainer, the race is only part of the story
        Joe Heim

        Julie Gomena and her horse Field Marshal, both survivors of devastating accidents, headed to the Virginia Gold Cup to test their mettle. Could they win?

      

      
        Scared to drive over the Bay Bridge? This company will do it for you.
        Hau Chu

        The Kent Island Express ferries nervous passengers over the Chesapeake Bay Bridge seven days a week. Requests are up since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge.

      

      
        When veterans and their spouses die, he inscribes the words that describe them
        Jonathan Edwards

        Adam Johnson has been Quantico's dedicated inscriber for about three years and at other national cemeteries for five years before that.

      

      
        It was her last shot at winning a notable speech contest. Could she do it?
        Clarence Williams

        In an increasingly polarized nation, a high school senior hoped her speech inspired by the values of Martin Luther King Jr. would win her first place

      

      
        U.S. flag set ablaze, 23 arrested as thousands protest Netanyahu's D.C. visit
        Ellie Silverman, Jenny Gathright, Clarence Williams, Hau Chu, Emily Davies, Joe Heim

        Thousands protested in D.C. as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed Congress. Though most marched peacefully, there were some clashes with police.

      

      
        Once homeless, these D.C. peer educators will go on to help pull others up
        Meagan Flynn

        In a first-of-its-kind program, D.C. DHS's Peer Case Management Institute is intended to prepare people who were homeless to work as case managers.

      

      
        PM Update: A couple of showers and storms into evening, then patchy fog overnight
        Ian Livingston

        It stays muggy tonight and Thursday as hit or miss showers and storms occasionally threaten. Daytime temperatures continue to be moderated by clouds.

      

      
        Maggots, crickets released at Watergate Hotel in protest of Netanyahu visit
        Emma Uber, Emily Davies, Ellie Silverman

        The video, posted jointly to Instagram by the Palestinian Youth Movement and its DMV chapter, depicts swarms of crickets on the hotel's floor and claims protesters triggered the hotel's fire alarm.

      

      
        William & Mary lands $100 million gift to expand marine sciences school
        Jordan Brown

        William & Mary announces a historic $100-million donation from Jane Batten to establish the Batten School of Coastal and Marine Sciences.

      

      
        1972 Munich Olympics, marred by killing of Israeli athletes, loom over Paris Games
        Anika Seth

        The 2024 Paris Olympics begin this weekend amid the global fallout over the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel by Hamas and the Gaza war.

      

      
        D.C. prosecutor accused of misconduct at trials of anti-Trump protesters
        Peter Hermann

        A police detective is also named in charging documents as helping the prosecutor selectively edit videos to support conspiracy charges.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Sports
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Pr. George's school board member who resigned had been working in Missouri
Prince George's County school board member David Murray resigned amid questions of his attendance after he started working in a Missouri school district.
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-07-25

Buses queue up in August 2022 outside Eleanor Roosevelt High School, a part of Prince George's County Schools, Maryland's second-largest school district. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


A recently departed Prince George's County school board member who frequently missed board meetings held since the beginning of the year had started a job in January as a high-level official in a Missouri school district.
David Murray, who was first elected to the board in 2016 to represent District 1, resigned from his Prince George's post last week, five months before the end of his second term. News of his position in Missouri and his subsequent school board resignation were first reported by WTOP.
During the 2023-2024 school year, Murray often was absent from meetings and attended others virtually. A request for his removal from the board had been filed with the Maryland State Board of Education for "willful neglect of duty." The spokesperson for the state department of education declined to release further details of that complaint, including who filed it. It was dismissed after Murray stepped down.
In a statement Wednesday evening, the school board said it requested a formal investigation with the Office of Integrity and Compliance and "other appropriate agencies" about Murray's tenure and resignation.
"The Board is dedicated to upholding the highest standards of integrity and ethical conduct and will cooperate fully with the investigative process," board members wrote in a statement, signed by chair Lolita Walker (District 9).
Murray started his job as chief academic officer with the Ferguson-Florissant School District on Jan. 4, said Onye Hollomon, a spokesperson for the Missouri school district. "He has had no issues with attendance and adhering to the in-person work requirement," she said in an email. In his new position, Murray makes about $163,600, the district said.
Prince George's School Board members are required to be registered voters in the county, according to the school board's handbook, and elected members are required to live in their district. The handbook also instructs board members to "attend all regularly scheduled Board meetings insofar possible" and allows virtual attendance up to four times in a fiscal year.
The board roles are part-time jobs with an annual stipend of about $18,000, while the chair receives an additional $1,000. It is typical for members to have a full-time role or be a retiree.
Prince George's school officials did not respond to questions about how much of the stipend Murray has received this year. He had previously filed for reelection on Dec. 26, but he told WTOP he is no longer running for the seat.
Murray declined to comment on his dual roles but said in a resignation letter last week, "I resign effectively immediately. I would like to sincerely thank District 1 for believing in me and supporting me over the years. God bless." He did not mention his Missouri job.
A spokeswoman for Prince George's County Public Schools referred questions about Murray to the school board.
The complaint with the state board was considered moot after Murray stepped down and was dismissed Tuesday, according to a copy of the decision provided by Murray. A spokeswoman for the state department of education confirmed the action.
Hollomon said the Missouri system was aware that Murray was a school board member for a district in Maryland, but was told he would be transitioning away from that role.
The Prince George's County school board oversees Maryland's second-largest district. Over the past few years, it has been a 14-member board with both elected and appointed board members, but in June, it transitioned to a fully elected school board, with nine elected members and a student member.
Edward Burroughs -- a former ally of Murray on the school board who now serves on the Prince George's County Council -- said that Murray met the legal residency requirement because he is still a homeowner, taxpayer and resident in the county. He added that Murray was in the final year of his second term and wanted to close out his responsibilities. The board was going through a transition this summer as the terms of the outgoing appointed members were set to expire. Murray decided to leave around the time the other members were, Burroughs said.
"He was an incredible school board member full of integrity, full of expertise and a strong work ethic," said Burroughs, who now represents District 8 on the county council.
In addition to his part-time job as a Prince George's County school board member, Murray served as an adjunct faculty member at American University in its education policy and leadership department, according to his biography with the Missouri school district. He was also a literacy coach for the Children's Literacy Initiative and worked as a learning specialist and bilingual special education teacher at schools in D.C.
During his tenure on the school board, he was part of a group of millennial school board members who were previously students in the school system and at one point made up five out of the nine elected seats. He was a part of a voting bloc that focused on inflated graduation rates, large pay raises to executive staff and a nearly $800,000 contract payout to a schools chief whose tenure was marred by scandal. Several of those members have since left, citing a dysfunctional environment.

David Murray, right, in 2018 with fellow Prince George's County school board members Raaheela Ahmed, Edward Burroughs III and Joshua Thomas, resigned his post -- which he'd held since 2016 --  because his job forced him to miss meetings. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


In 2019, Murray was one of the most vocal critics of Patricia Eubanks keeping her District 4 school board seat when there were questions on whether she met the residency requirement, said Alvin Thornton, who served as chair of the school board at that time. Thornton said that Murray "prosecuted that as a board member more aggressively than anybody else." Eubanks later resigned.
Thornton says Murray should have resigned after he agreed to take the job in Missouri.
"Whatever may have been the explanation for the dual employment, the dual residency in an important elective position, I have no interest in that. That's his personal issue," said Thornton, who served as chair four times and is respected in the education world for his work leading a state commission on education funding. "What I have an issue with is the duplicity, the lack of consistent ethics." He said the school board and county council need to "learn from these examples."
Former school board chair Judy Mickens-Murray, whose term expired in June, said some members speculated that Murray's residency may have changed because his attendance was spotty. She said she learned the state board of education was looking into Murray, and had wanted to wait for the outcome of that investigation to decide next steps. She said she found out about his job in Missouri after her term ended.
Pamela Boozer-Strother, who represents District 3 on the school board, said she was one of the skeptical board members, noting Murray hadn't been attending meetings in person starting in January. But he would show up occasionally virtually, she said. She added she found out about his other job after he resigned.
"He should have resigned at that time and allowed the process of replacement to proceed so that the students and school families of District 1 had representation," she said.
Typically, when a school board member resigns, County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) appoints a replacement to serve until the next election. Zipporah Miller (District 5) and Madeline LaSalle Frazier (District 8) were Alsobrooks's choices to fill two recent vacancies.
This article has been updated with a response from the school board and additional information about Murray's position in Missouri.
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Arlington and D.C. ranked as America's fittest cities
The American College of Sports Medicine ranked Arlington first for the seventh year in a row.
By Tamilore Oshikanlu | 2024-07-25

Runners take to the streets during the Marine Corps Marathon in Arlington on Oct. 29, 2023. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Arlington and D.C. rank as the top two fittest cities in America, according to a study released Tuesday by the American College of Sports Medicine in Indianapolis. Arlington ranked as No. 1 for the seventh year in a row, while D.C. secured the No. 2 spot for the second consecutive year, beating out Seattle, San Francisco and Madison, Wis.
The annual study looks at the United States' 100 most populous cities and evaluates their fitness using two main scores: a personal health score, which considers exercise frequency, smoking and heart disease; and a community environment score, which measures the accessibility of walkable trails, bike paths and parks. It draws from existing public data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which tracks health risk behaviors such as whether people eat fruits and vegetables, exercise, and smoke.
Arlington, which is technically a county, received the highest ranking for the community and environment score and the highest percent of people exercising in the previous month. D.C. earned the top spot in the health behaviors category for the number of residents consuming two or more fruits and vegetables a day, though it did trail in other categories, such as health outcomes for the percentage of people with poor mental health.
Arlington's accessible infrastructure is a major reason for its seven-year streak, said  Stella Volpe, president of ACSM and chair of the fitness index committee. "Arlington has great walking paths, great biking paths, great access to parks, so it is easy for people to be active," Volpe said.
These findings came as no surprise to some Arlington residents, who told The Post Tuesday afternoon that the city's fitness-friendly landscape encourages an active lifestyle. Raymond Murry, a 28-year-old from Arlington, said he lives two miles away from a gym, and though he owns a car, often opts to walk.
"A lot of people feel comfortable jogging, walking and stuff like that," he said
Cameron Bane, a 24-year-old environmental engineer, said he thinks Arlington's high fitness ranking is due in part to intentional city planning to promote healthier lifestyles. "It's a newer city as far as development terms go," he said. "I think the urban planners had a lot of foresight as far as walkability is concerned."
Tripp Fussell, a 35-year-old who lives in North Arlington, said he's surprised D.C. is not ranked higher. Fussell said he used to live in D.C. and noted it "seemed like a very fit city in the sense that people were walking more than driving," because of the prevalence of public transportation.
Pierre Marques, an engineering intern from France, says that he's found everything he's looking for when it comes to staying fit in D.C.
Marques said that in France he would typically pay for a gym membership, but rather than spend money on gyms in D.C., he takes advantage of Rock Creek Park's exercise course. On the trail, he typically rides his bike and uses the publicly available exercise equipment. He also enjoys the many basketball courts, running trails and parks for street workouts.
"There are several outdoor places in the city for you to go when you can't go to the gym, and it's not like that everywhere," he said.
Similarly, Callum Wayman, a 30-year-old who lives in Mount Pleasant, often visits Rock Creek Park to use the exercise trail. When he lived in Northeast, Wayman said, he often went to his neighborhood's free fitness centers.
Volpe, of the American College of Sports Medicine, hopes cities take a look at the study's outcomes. "The fact that we chose to do something like this that can really help cities take a look at maybe what they're doing great, maybe what they could improve upon, and maybe if they have resources to put toward things like some parks or trails," she said.
As the rankings come out each year, each city has the opportunity to rise, and that's the goal, she said.
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Three shot, one fatally, in Shaw neighborhood of Northwest Washington
Police said they are investigating whether the shooting is related to another one a half-hour earlier, roughly six miles away.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-07-25

D.C. police are looking for this silver Jeep Cherokee that they say may be involved in two shootings on Wednesday in Southeast and Northwest Washington. (D.C. police)


Three men were shot, one fatally, on Wednesday night in the Shaw neighborhood of Northwest Washington, and police said that attack at a notorious corner may be related to another shooting about a half-hour earlier that injured three people more than six miles away.
Those shootings and others occurred during a violent night across the District that continued into Thursday morning. In all, police said at least nine people were shot between Wednesday night and early Thursday. Two of those victims died and a third, found shot in a vehicle outside a library, suffered life-threatening injuries.
No arrests have been made in any of the shootings, and police said they had no information about possible motives.
The recent surge of shootings comes amid a 25 percent drop in homicides this year, compared to the same period in 2023, a respite from the quarter-century high in killings recorded in the District last year. A daylight shooting last week in Southeast left two men dead and wounded a 2-year-old girl who was out for a walk with her day-care center classmates. That pushed the city's homicide count past 100 for the year, 41 days later than in 2023. Violent crime in D.C. is down 33 percent compared to the same period last year.
The first shooting Wednesday night occurred about 6:50 p.m. in the 1800 block of Marion Barry Avenue SE, outside the Anacostia Library. According to a police report, three or four armed men jumped from a vehicle at a stop sign and confronted the driver of a blue Hyundai Sonata.
The report says the driver sped off, striking one of the armed men, and at least one of the other men started firing a total of 10 shots. The driver crashed outside the library, and police said two women ran from the vehicle. The report says the driver, from Greenbelt, Md., was taken unconscious to a hospital and that homicide detectives are investigating due of the severity of his injuries. The report says the Hyundai was reported stolen from Greenbelt on July 8.
About two hours later, at 8:48 p.m., police said officers responding to a call for gunshots found two men wounded in the 200 block of 37th Place SE, north of Fort Circle Park and near the Benning Ridge community. Police said a third man was also shot there and went to the hospital on his own. Police said the injuries of all three victims were not believed to be life-threatening.
D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith, who briefed reporters on the violence, said authorities are looking for a silver Jeep Grand Cherokee in connection with the 37th Place shooting. A little more than half an hour later, at 9:25 p.m., Smith said a silver Jeep Grand Cherokee was seen speeding away from another shooting, this one near Seventh and O streets in the Shaw neighborhood of Northwest Washington.
Smith said police found two men injured at the Shaw shooting scene and that one -- identified as 34-year-old Deangelo Jones of Northwest -- died at a hospital. She said a third man went on his own to the hospital. The two injured men did not suffer life-threatening wounds, Smith said. A police report says ShotSpotter devices, which detect the sound of gunshots, alerted police to 22 rounds being fired.
The police chief said detectives are investigating whether the same vehicle was used in both shootings.
The shootings, Smith said, "point to the senseless violence that continues to happen in our community."
Police had no information about a motive in the Seventh and O streets shooting. The corner just north of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center and outside the Kennedy Recreation Center has been an epicenter of violence since the District's murderous crack era in the late 1980s and early 90s, when open-air drug markets proliferated. Gentrification has long since altered the landscape. But neighborhood disputes and stubborn violence -- fueled by gangs such as the "7th and O Street Crew" -- have frustrated residents for generations.
Smith said Wednesday night the blocks around the recreation center have been largely free of crime since March, when seven people were shot at Seventh and P streets NW, two of them fatally, in violence that recalled earlier, deadlier times on those blocks. No arrest has been made in that case.
After those shootings four months ago, an advisory neighborhood commissioner in Shaw, Rachelle Nigro, described the generational violence there as "a continuous tragedy" and asked, "How much can this community take?" On Wednesday night, Nigro was back on those same blocks, posting a video of the crime scene on the platform X. "This is just horrific ... just unbelievably tragic," she said. She did not immediately respond to an interview request Thursday.
Wednesday night's violence continued into Thursday.
Police said a man was found fatally shot about 1:45 a.m. at First and Atlantic streets SE, in the Bellevue neighborhood. They said the victim was found in the road. Police did not identify the man pending notification of relatives.
And about 2 a.m., police said, a woman was shot in the 1400 block of Park Road NW, near the Columbia Heights Metro station. Police said her injuries did not appear to be life-threatening.
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D.C.-area forecast: Today's humidity could fuel downpours before a much nicer weekend
A few thunderstorms this afternoon could be intense with a damaging wind threat.
By David Streit | 2024-07-25
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
4/10: Showers in the morning, possible storms in the afternoon; that's not great!
We do have to "weather" today's steamy, showery mess but, after that, it is clear sailing through the weekend. Starting Friday, you'll notice a marked dip in humidity levels. The summer sun is still a warm one with seasonable highs in the mid-80s to near 90.

Capital Weather Gang Storm level threat 1 (The Washington POst)


Today (Thursday): Clouds are plentiful in the morning and will scatter showers across the area. Clouds should break up around midday with light winds from the southwest. There should be enough filtered sunshine to push highs mainly into the mid- to upper 80s, fueling some thunderstorms. The strongest storms could pose a damaging wind threat. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Once the sun sets, any lingering showers and storms should die out. Light winds shift to come out of the northwest and skies gradually clear overnight. Lows slip to mid- to upper 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): A few clouds may still linger in the area in the morning but bright sunshine should prevail midday before scattered clouds puff up in the afternoon. Highs are again in the mid-to upper 80s but the humidity should be noticeably lower, thanks to light breezes from the north. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Starlit skies prevail and evening readings slipping into the 70s are so welcome. Lows range through the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High

Storm clouds at M St. SE at Navy Yard Metro Wednesday. (Erik Maskelony)


On Saturday and Sunday, sunshine is dominant, winds are light and humidity is lower than normal for the time of year (dew points near 60). Highs are seasonable, mainly in the mid-80s to lower 90s with lows in the 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Showers and storms that were bottled up in the lower Mississippi Valley over the weekend finally break into the area on Monday, but with a little luck will wait until later in the day. Highs are in the mid-80s to lower 90s yet again. Confidence: Medium
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A D.C. pastor's granddaughter was killed. He had to give her eulogy.
The Rev. Kenneth Thomas Sr. has presided over several funerals. This one was his granddaughter's -- the first homicide victim of 2024 in D.C.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-07-25

The Rev. Kenneth Thomas Sr. with his granddaughter Ashlei Hinds. She was 3 at the time. (Family photo)


The Rev. Kenneth Thomas Sr. stepped through the double doors of the hillside church in Prince George's County. He wore a black suit. In one hand was a briefcase, and draped over his arm was a garment bag with his pastor's robe inside. A purple pin with the smiling face of his granddaughter, Ashlei Hinds, was pinned to his shoulder.
Funeral goers dressed in purple and black parted to the left and right of the entryway as he shook hands, then hugged and kissed their cheeks. A soft smile lit his face as they gave his arm a comforting squeeze. The smell of lilies and roses filled the air.
"You know we're with you," a woman said. "Need us to hold your bag?" a man asked.
"No, sir," Thomas said politely. A deacon ushered him down a hallway and out of view.
Thomas, 71, the pastor of Johnson Memorial Baptist Church in Southeast Washington, was also the grandfather of Ashlei, 18, a college student raised in Prince George's. She had been fatally struck by gunfire inside a D.C. hotel room on New Year's Day, a stranger to the shooter, police said. Her killing made her D.C's first homicide victim of 2024 in a city that has pledged to end gun violence but seems unable to do so.
Thomas was now tasked with the unthinkable: delivering the eulogy for the granddaughter he adored. He had to provide comfort to hundreds of people -- including his own grieving family.
He had to get the words right.
He couldn't break down.
People were depending on him.
Two days earlier, Thomas sat at his desk in his study and prayed. He thought hard about what to say: Should his words just be about his granddaughter? How she had a personal relationship with God?
But the words wouldn't quite match what was in his heart. "That was my struggle," he said.
Ashlei was Thomas's biggest fan. She called him "Poppi,"; he called her "The Ash." When he got his preacher's license, she made sure everyone knew. She had asked him for a Bible to study with her younger sister. And when she was anxious about taking some tests during her first month or so at Louisiana State University, she called him for encouragement.

Ashlei was close with her grandfather. When she was nervous about taking some tests at Louisiana State, she called him for encouragement. (Family photo)


Thomas's eulogy would come at the end of the service, held at the New Mount Nebo Baptist Church of Capitol Heights.
First came the viewing of Ashlei's open casket. Weeping filled the sanctuary. So many people had packed the church that a handful had to watch on a screen in a separate room.
When it was time for Ashlei's mother, sister and grandmother to approach, Thomas walked down the aisle with them. He looked down briefly, shaking his head.
Then he took off his glasses and wept. He left his family's side and walked to the dais. His knees shook as he sat. Those who spoke before him acknowledged his struggle:
"I know you're going to miss her."
"I can only imagine having to eulogize your grandbaby."
"One of the hardest tasks he's ever had to do."
Thomas stepped to the pulpit. "Ashlei was a special child."
He paused. Inhaled.
"I loved Ash more than anyone will ever know," Thomas continued, his voice cracking. "I was so proud of her."
At 3:30 that morning, he said, deep in prayer, he felt the words finally come to him.
"At that moment, I heard Ashlei tell me that it was not about her, it was about the other people ... it's about the others who are still walking in darkness," Thomas said.
Towering over the pulpit, he recited from the Book of James: "What is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away."
"Everybody that came in contact with Ashlei left differently," he said, his voice rising. "Why? Because she was full of love."
Ashlei was in heaven, he said, and had brought together those gathered on this day. Would anyone be willing to believe in Jesus and love others, just as his granddaughter had?
"Will there be one?" he said with his hands outstretched. Someone walked down the aisle, and then another person, and another. The church rang with applause.
Thomas took a purple towel and wiped the sweat from his brow. "Praise God," he said.
Then he went back to his seat, let out a "Whew," and leaned back.
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After a D.C. restaurant closes, selling pieces of a dream
"We have done everything possible to make this work," restaurateur Hatice Rosato said. "Even your best is not enough."
By Justin Wm. Moyer | 2024-07-25
Oregano, dry: $5.
Parmigiano, grated: $10.
Tables and decorative plants: make an offer.
In 2017, Michael and Hatice Rosato opened Sospeso, a restaurant that featured eastern Mediterranean cuisine and Michael's homemade vermouth. The 60-table establishment, in a converted office on Northeast Washington's H Street corridor, was named for the "Neapolitan practice of anonymously paying for a coffee ... for someone else in need."
Michael had spent more than a decade toiling in the food industry. Finally, he had his own place. And, for seven years, its doors remained open.
Sospeso survived the coronavirus. It survived inflation and confusion over tipping. It survived the Rosato family's move from the H Street area to the suburbs.
But, in March, the Rosatos decided to close. Business was flagging. Staff members had been carjacked. Crime in D.C. was on the rise. The restaurant's carrying costs -- $50,000 per month -- were too high.
Day after day, the couple felt that they were just working for their landlord.
They had dreamed a dream, and it had come true.
Then, it came undone.
But when a restaurant closes, the story isn't over. Now, everything had to go.

Miles and Siena help their father, Michael Rosato, behind the bar during the liquidation sale. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Thyme, dry: $5.
Feta, one pint: $10.
Reader's Digest Condensed Books: make an offer.
Sospeso served its last meal on April 7, and a liquidation sale was advertised on Instagram and by word of mouth for the following weekend. Dozens of people showed up, picking through what remained of the restaurant as '90s rock blared.
The Rosatos weren't just selling plates and flatware. All of the countless objects a modern restaurant demands were up for sale: Candlesticks. Half-empty bottles of alcohol. Deep-fryer baskets. Soup tureens.  A cactus.
"We both have done a lot. We have done everything possible to make this work," Hatice said. "Even your best is not enough."
She stood among the shoppers, answering questions as her young children -- Miles and Siena -- gave  impromptu restaurant tours. Miles wore a fedora and a skinny tie. Siena wore a princess dress and earmuffs.
The children felt at home here, Hatice said. A small loft space above Sospeso's second floor was outfitted with a play kitchen where they whiled away idle hours.
Olivier Caillabet, who runs the ramen restaurant Toki Underground two blocks away, browsed through books in the second-floor dining room before heading to the kitchen. His feelings about Sospeso's departure: "It sucks."
Many H Street restaurants opened businesses more than a decade ago amid the corridor's resurgence. Since then, costs and competition have increased. According to data from the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington, 75 percent of restaurants are less profitable than they were before the pandemic.
"The food was good," Caillabet said. "The service was good. They did everything right. It's tough."

Glassware was among the items for sale, along with other kitchen items essential to ensure a restaurant runs smoothly. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Sospeso Blanco Vermouth: $49 per liter.
Urfa chile flakes: $9.
Grapefruit juice: 50 cents.
Emma Hollandsworth and Hakeem Bisyir had come to say goodbye. They stood in line to buy small containers of lentils and hummus as Michael negotiated prices while navigating various payment systems.
"We always loved coming," Hollandsworth said.
"It's a little weird in here," Bisyir said.
"We thought it would be a happier vibe," Hollandsworth added.

Although plenty of people came to browse, there were still some things left at the end of the sale. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


On the second floor was a painting -- a mural of what looked like an Italian village with the restaurant's name stenciled in the sky. The painting, on three large pieces of plywood, was propped in front of an exterior door.  A strong wind occasionally blew the door open, knocking the plywood to the floor.
Apparently not even a portrait of the restaurant could survive.
In the end, Michael  didn't get rid of everything he'd wanted to. Other restaurateurs would come by to see what was left.
They probably would get a bargain. Michael knew the dangers of holding out for a higher price on kitchen gear during a fire sale.
Closing Sospeso helped him remember, he said, that "special things happen in restaurants." People have stopped in to remind him what a good time they had there. Some said they started drinking vermouth because of Sospeso. An employee met his wife working there.
"I'm happy that I did it," he said. "Before opening the restaurant, I was tired of me saying, 'I'm going to open a restaurant.'"
Most people never get to live their dream; at least the Rosatos lived one for a while. Now, Michael can focus on bottling and selling vermouth. Hatice can turn to her jewelry business.
The book of life has many chapters.
"It feels good," Hatice said. "We are ready to move on."
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As the bees swarm in D.C., he answers the call
Del Voss is a bee whisperer who chases after swarms of insects flying out of their winter homes and takes them to more hospitable places. 
By Anthony Rivera | 2024-07-25
Honeybees darted by Delwyn Voss's head as he stood on the roof of his rowhouse garage on Capitol Hill. Half a dozen came to rest on his shirt.
Suddenly, his smartphone rang.
It was a two-word message from the D.C. Beekeepers Alliance: "Get ready."
A swarm needed corralling.
Every year, just before the weather warms in the D.C. region, queens lay their eggs at the rate of 1,500 a day, overcrowding colonies. When the nectar begins flowing from spring flowers, thousands of bees fly out in search of a new home.  They swarm trees, buildings, parked cars -- anything that they can land on -- eliciting curses and screams from terrified people.
That's when folks like Voss, a member of the D.C. Beekeepers Alliance, get calls for help. Alliance volunteers  drop whatever they're doing to race to the site of a swarm. They sweep the queen and her colony into a box of corrugated plastic, then drive the insects to private hives owned by alliance members.
Voss, 58, didn't start out in life wanting to capture bees. Like many who come to D.C., he dreamed of working in Congress. But it never worked out, and the Iowa native instead became a business owner, operating the company that owns the wire service Washington Daybook.
Voss's father kept bees on the family farm, so Voss was familiar with their habits. About 15 years ago, his wife told him he needed a hobby, and a friend suggested he take up beekeeping, and so that's how Voss ended up racing downtown on a warm  afternoon after someone spotted a clump of bees outside the J. Edgar Hoover Building.
"It's perfect, Del," alliance member Antoinette Burnham had told him over the phone. "This is the one you want."
"Awesome," Voss said. "Thank you. I'm on my way."
"I sent you a picture. Get here soon. Bye."

Voss checks a swarm of bees outside the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


Voss popped his trunk, slipped on a yellow safety vest that said "Swarm Squad" on the back, and grabbed a roll of yellow caution tape. He walked to a sapling, expecting to find a ball of bees.
But only a few were left; most of the swarm had dissipated.
Another call came in, sending him to the People's Garden next to the Agriculture Department. He crawled past the crowds around the National Mall, double-parked along Jefferson Drive and got out. Then he cut in line at a hot-dog truck, explaining that he was collecting bee swarms and needed something quick to eat between calls.
"Excuse me. Has anyone seen a swarm of honeybees?" Voss shouted. He was greeted with blank stares and shaking heads.  His expression drooped slightly.
When he sees a swarm, Voss said wistfully, "it's like seeing a baby calf being born. As a farm boy, I've seen little baby animals be born -- lambs and calves and pigs and things -- and it's just special."

Swarms like these occur when the nectar begins flowing from spring flowers. (Valerie Plesch for The Washington Post)


The fourth call of the day mentioned a cloud of bees near the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in Chinatown. Voss jumped back into his car, the one with the DCHONEY license plates, and headed north.
The swarm, just steps from a bustling intersection, hung from a  branch like a large, dark T-shirt. A  loud, vibrating noise filled the air.
Then, the yellow and black mass thinned and seemed to melt away. The bees were leaving, drifting over the patio of a nearby restaurant.
Voss followed. Servers, busboys and diners hid inside the building. He addressed the people on the patio.
"They won't bother you, folks," he said, clearly enjoying the moment. "They're honeybees. They won't sting you."
"Hell, no," one man blurted as he sped from his table.
"Oh, my God. What is going on?" said a man with an eye patch, tilting his head to look up.
"Those are real bees?" a woman asked.
The cloud landed on the knob of a tree branch. The bees were too high for Voss to reach. So, he chatted with onlookers and shot a video for his 2,100 Instagram followers.
It was 5 p.m., almost five hours after he'd started bee-chasing. His window to find them was closing.
He had hoped to corral a swarm, getting cheers and thanks and maybe another video for his followers. But in the end, the day wasn't only about collecting bees. It was about helping people react calmly to a biblical-like event.
"I'm disappointed," he said, "but the bees are going to be just fine without us."
Washington Post video journalist Jackson Barton followed Voss for a day and recorded the process of a swarm capture in a Southeast D.C. backyard. The queen and her swarm congregated on a branch high in the air. Voss carefully trimmed the tree before attempting to drop the mass of bees into his box.

The Post's Jackson Barton followed Del Voss, a member of the DC Beekeepers Alliance, as he rescued a swarm of wild honeybees from a D.C. backyard on April 16.
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For a horse and his trainer, the race is only part of the story
Julie Gomena and her horse Field Marshal, both survivors of devastating accidents, headed to the Virginia Gold Cup to test their mettle. Could they win?
By Joe Heim | 2024-07-25
Julie Gomena quietly watched the 10 horses approach the start for the first race of the Virginia Gold Cup. A light rain was falling. The mountains in the distance were shrouded in fog.
"I hate this part," the wiry 61-year-old trainer murmured from the viewing platform at Great Meadows Race Course in Fauquier County, where she and other nervous trainers and owners gathered to watch the race.
Minutes earlier, Gomena had given final instructions to jockey Gerard Galligan as he climbed aboard Field Marshal, a handsome, 5-year-old brown gelding with a regal air that she began training for steeplechase races two years ago.
Now all she could do was watch, hoping the horse who had been through so much would navigate the 2-mile-plus course and its 11 jumps with the resilience she knew he possessed.
With a wave of a flag, the horses were off. Field Marshal's start was promising. He leaped the first hurdle easily and was just two horses back of the leader.
The crowd, attired in their race-day best -- pastel jackets, flowery print dresses, look-at-me hats -- began to stir. The annual races are a highlight of Virginia's horse country season, as much about fancy-pants partying as action on the track.
Glasses clinked.
Cigar smoke wafted through the air.
Hors d'oeuvres were passed.
Gomena was oblivious to the social scene. "Come on, Marshal," she muttered.
This was personal.
In July of 2022, Gomena was working at the beautiful 300-acre Middleburg farm she owns with her husband. Field Marshal was in a metal pen, settling into his new routine. His owner, Michael Smith, had dropped off the $150,000 Kentucky horse a week earlier.
Gomena watched Field Marshal rear up playfully, raising his front legs high.
Then, disaster.
Somehow his right front hoof went through the pen's metal panels and got stuck.
"He's standing there on three legs, with the other one straight up in the air," Gomena recalled. She screamed for help.
Gomena's husband and a farm employee raced over, but they couldn't free the 1,200-pound horse. Blood poured down Field Marshal's leg. A veterinarian arrived and sedated him so workers could cut through the panels with a metal saw, releasing the horse.
Field Marshal was able to walk, but his leg was shredded.
"We weren't sure he was going to survive it," Smith said. "And there was certainly a point where we didn't think he'd run again."
Field Marshal's recovery took six months. But by spring of 2023, he was raring to go.
"He came back from all of that," Gomena said. "It's unbelievable."
As the horses galloped past the halfway point of the race, Field Marshal was in fifth place but still in position to finish well.
"Come on, Marshal," Gomena urged softly, her hands gripping the rail in front of her.

Gerard Galligan, far right, rides No. 2 Field Marshal during the Gold Cup in Fauquier County. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


She never intended to become a trainer. She was 12 when she first got on a horse, and was immediately hooked. All she wanted was to ride. It was intoxicating.
At 19, Gomena drove from her Oregon home to Pennsylvania to work for Olympic champion rider Bruce Davidson. She soon became an accomplished event rider herself, competing in dressage, cross-country and show jumping.
But galloping was the biggest thrill. In 2000 she began riding in steeplechase races.
Just four years later, a devastating fall ended her career. She remembers nothing about the accident but was told her horse, King Eider, jumped early and fell short of the hurdle. Gomena pitched forward, landed on her head and was helicoptered to Inova Fairfax Hospital, where she spent days in an induced coma.
The road back was rough. Gomena had to relearn how to swallow, how to drive, how to identify animals. Eventually she would ride again, but her family insisted she quit racing.
So, Gomena embraced training. It gave her some of the excitement and nerves she'd felt as a jockey, but with less risk.

A devastating fall in 2004 led to Gomena's switch from rider to trainer. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)



Field Marshal, ridden by Gerard Galligan, also had to recover from a near-tragedy after a barn accident shredded his leg. "He came back from all of that," Gomena said. "It's unbelievable." (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Coming around the last turn of the Gold Cup race, Field Marshal began to fade. Well off the lead and sensing the horse was tired, Galligan stopped him before the final jump. No sense risking an injury.
Later, in the paddock, steam rose off Field Marshal's back as Gomena sponged him with water. It was not the ending she had hoped for, but she wasn't discouraged. The turf was softer than expected, and Field Marshal had to work extra hard.
Her belief in the horse that had endured so much was unshaken.
"He's so strong," she said. "He'll be back."
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Scared to drive over the Bay Bridge? This company will do it for you. 
The Kent Island Express ferries nervous passengers over the Chesapeake Bay Bridge seven days a week. Requests are up since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge.
By Hau Chu | 2024-07-25

This view of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge can be terrifying. For $40 in cash or $50 with a card, the Kent Island Express drives people across the four-mile stretch. Requests for the service have been up since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge in March. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Michelle Morgan has been waiting at a weigh station on U.S. Route 50 eastbound in Annapolis, as instructed. She just passed the "Last Exit Before Toll," sign, and there's no turning back.
Ahead of her is the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. She thinks of it as a 400-foot steel wall standing between her and a relaxing weekend on Fenwick Island, Del.
The bridge is four miles long.
A 10-minute car ride.
With guardrails on each side.
But something about how the road rises, bends and falls -- how drivers can't see land on the horizon until they're almost on the other side -- is unnerving. Scary, even. People who have careers and kids and mortgages, who are past the point in their lives where they're worried about a final or fitting in with friends, can't face the thought of tackling the Bay Bridge.
So, they get someone else to do it.

Washington Post local reporter Hau Chu rode across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge aboard the Kent Island Express on May 24.


Morgan hops out of the driver's seat of her black Hyundai Palisade and slides into the passenger side. Lisa Okes, 53, a driver for Kent Island Express, takes the wheel.
The service has been operating for more than 20 years. Steven Eskew has been running it for 11 since he got out of his business of moving people and their things from house to house and into this operation of carrying folks from one highway stop to the next.
For $40 cash or $50 credit, Eskew and his team of five drivers will take people over the bridge from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week.
"The bridge," Eskew said, "is like a speed bump in their road."
He and his crew shepherd about 6,000 rides a year. Eskew says service hasn't quite recovered from the pandemic, but he's gotten more calls since the collapse of Baltimore's Key Bridge in March. The tragedy hasn't heightened his concerns, but Okes can't help but reflect.
"I do think about [safety] more often than I ever did before," she said. "We travel the bridge 30, sometimes 60 times a day, but I wouldn't let it stop me."
Morgan, 39, is telling Okes about the final time -- about five years ago -- that she drove herself over solo.

Michelle Morgan talks with Lisa Okes, who says the chitchat with passengers helps ease their stress. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"Why am I gripping? Why am I shaking? Like, what's happening?" Morgan said. "I felt like the car was veering toward the wall, and I was going so slow and was so sweaty."
Okes reassures Morgan that her fear is common. That it's driven in part by the tightly packed lanes. That everyone's anxiety levels drop once the bridge swoops down toward the mainland.
Morgan, who lives in Northeast Washington, responds that her hands are clamming up.
"I pay 80 bucks to go to the beach now," Morgan said. "When it could be $2.50."
They've gotten to the other side. Okes deposits Morgan along the shoulder of the road with an exit sign to Stevensville, Md.
Eskew has been following in his white Ford Escape to scoop Okes up. Morgan was Ride No. 14 of the day.
Eskew and Okes are back at the weigh station. Ride No. 16 is here: someone who has been dreading this drive. Even with the Kent Island Express.
"I have been stressing myself out all day," said Hailey Griffin, 23, from the passenger seat of her black Mercedes ML350. "I'm still going to have a panic attack regardless."

Okes drives Hailey Griffin over the bridge. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"I absolutely hate this bridge," she said. "And since the Key Bridge collapsed, I don't have a lot of confidence in bridges."
The hairstylist from Mount Airy, Md., said she's terrified of heights. Even her mom was unable to drive over this bridge on family vacations to Ocean City.

Steven Eskew, who owns and drives for Kent Island Express, shows some of the eye masks his wife made for people who don't like to look out of the window as they traverse the bridge. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


But then Griffin got a little older and her anxiety spiked and now she doesn't love driving through tunnels or flying on airplanes.
"It makes me so angry because it's so irrational," Griffin said. "I used to always make fun of my mom."
She hops out along the side of the road -- the same place where Morgan exited hours before -- and forks over $40. Now, to the beach.
Eskew and Okes have three more riders after Griffin, then they'll call it a day. Tomorrow they'll be back at the weigh station to start the process all over again. There will always two of them: One to drive the customer over the bridge, one to shadow.
Because even the professional bridge crossers can't do it completely alone.
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When veterans and their spouses die, he inscribes the words that describe them
Adam Johnson has been Quantico's dedicated inscriber for about three years and at other national cemeteries for five years before that. 
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-07-25

Adam Johnson prepares a headstone at the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico in Triangle, Va. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


Adam Johnson starts his morning driving through the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico. He winds past thousands of gravestones, memorials to the men who fought on distant shores:
Europe.
Korea.
Vietnam.
Iraq.
Afghanistan.
There are graves of wives, too, and women who served in war. But mostly men.
The headstones are light gray in color, lined up in precisely spaced rows. Some list only the dates of birth and death and the deceased's military rank. Others say "Beloved husband" and "Always in our hearts" and "Love you bud."
Soon, Johnson arrives at a shed on the southern part of the 725-acre cemetery. He parks his car, lifts up the shed's door and opens a UPS package. Inside are personalized stencils that Pinter Memorials has sent from its headquarters in Florida.
It's hot outside. Weather experts predict record highs for the day.
Time to get to work.
Johnson started inscribing veterans' gravestones almost by accident. In 2016, he was working a factory job in Wytheville, Va., making brake parts for tractor trailers. His brother-in-law worked for Vets USA, a company that inscribed gravestones, and told Johnson he could make more money in such a job but would have to move to Michigan. So, he did.
In 2021, he left Vets USA to work for Pinter Memorials, which assigned him to work at what was then Quantico National Cemetery, and now, after a name change, is the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico. Johnson has been its dedicated inscriber for about three years. At a clip of about 30 a day and 120 a week, he's finished thousands of gravestones for veterans and their family members.
His writing is what they and their descendants see when they visit their loved ones once or twice a year, perhaps more, perhaps less. It's important that the writing looks crisp, clean. Nothing should distract from the ritual of mourning.
"This is the way I serve," he says. "I do the best possible job that I can on every one of the stones because they deserve it."
Wearing a protective nylon suit, he uses a blaster that shoots sand at 150 pounds per square inch to inscribe into granite and marble veterans' names, ranks, service branches, wars they've served in, and their dates of birth and death.
He peels back the plastic on the back of the stencil and aligns it with the border of a gravestone for the gravestone's border. When he's satisfied, he presses his hand against the stencil and, in a wiping motion, pushes it against the granite. Then he grabs a metal roller and runs it over everything.
This headstone is for the wife of a private who served in World War II. She chose a Presbyterian cross, one of about 70 emblems available to top a gravestone.

Johnson uses a blaster as part of the process. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


"I get a lot of eagles, too, [and] doves," he says as he rolls.
When he's done, cemetery employees will haul the slabs across the grounds to install them at the veterans' graves.
At 2:52, Johnson emerges from the backroom for the last time and shuts off the air compressor. He's done with inscribing for the day and quickly escapes the blast suit. At 3:13, he starts using a razor scraper to peel off the stencils and finishes them off by using a hunk of rubber to rub off any remaining stencil glue.
"One of my favorite things about granite is how sharp the turn out is, how nice the lettering and everything looks," he says while scraping the stencil and glue off the headstone of a former Army private who served in World War II before becoming a "beloved husband, father, grandpa" and dying at the age of 97.
"There's never any chipping away or anything like that," Johnson adds. "It's always just pristine."
At 3:45, Johnson loads up a dolly with the first two stones, wheels them down a wooden ramp, wiggles them off and leans them against wooden pallets that have been placed on the side of a building. By 4:15, he's brought all of them out.
It's 4:48. Johnson scans the shed one last time, then trudges to the parking lot. On the way back through the cemetery, he passes the gravestones that he carved weeks, months and years ago.
He'll be back in his shed tomorrow. Dozens of blank granite gravestones will be waiting for him to turn them into final send-offs for veterans he never met in life but feels compelled to honor in death.
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It was her last shot at winning a notable speech contest. Could she do it?
In an increasingly polarized nation, a high school senior hoped her speech inspired by the values of Martin Luther King Jr. would win her first place
By Clarence Williams | 2024-07-25
Brooklynn Saunders whispered her speech into a microphone backstage, trying to calm her nerves. Weeks of writing, editing and practicing aloud had led to this moment: a chance to win an oratorical contest sponsored by the Delta Sigma Theta sorority. This was her last shot at victory before she graduated high school.
Last year, she'd lost. When this year's contest theme -- what does it take to remain a great nation? -- was announced, she put together a draft that night. Now, the 17-year-old faced an audience at a Prince William County high school that included a U.S. senator and congresswoman, as well as members of the historically Black fraternity Omega Psi Phi, dressed in purple blazers; men from Alpha Phi Alpha in black and gold; and members of the historically Black sorority Delta Sigma Theta, dressed in crimson and cream.
It was Brooklynn's turn to speak. She took a breath and began.
Every January, students across the country craft speeches for poetry and prose contests to honor the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.'s legacy. They recite King's speeches. They imagine what King would say if he were alive today. And they remind listeners of the stalled progress on racial equity as the nation becomes more polarized.
At Brooklynn's final practice with her oratory coach, Anthony Amoruso, she fidgeted uncomfortably in a classroom chair. The Gar-Field High School senior bristled with displeasure as she listened to phrases from the speech she made last year. She'd been a finalist, but it wasn't gold-medal-worthy.
Amoruso, a language-arts teacher, scribbled reminders on a touch screen: poise, voice, life, eye contact, gestures, speed.
Then they turned to YouTube, listening to Barack Obama's keynote speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention. Brooklynn's eyes widened. She sighed involuntarily and placed her hand on her heart as she listened to him say there were no red states or blue states -- just the United States. The theme echoed her own essay.

Brooklynn practices with coach Anthony Amoruso days before  the contest. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Then she practiced her speech aloud. Her smile dazzled. She radiated poise. But she spoke too fast, Amoruso said. She started again, more slowly.
"I'm so proud of you," Amoruso said. "You put in the work. Just have fun with this. This is the last go-round."
"That it is," Brooklynn responded.
"It's out of our hands," Amoruso said. "Really focus on the positive legacy this man left behind. Try to embrace that history for a second and enjoy it."
Brooklynn took a breath, smiled and rose from the desk. "Thank you so much, Mr. A."
At the contest, Brooklynn's fellow competitors challenged Americans to take on the issues of air quality, homelessness, poverty and water quality. The emcee had introduced her as a young lady who planned to study international business and international relations before launching a career in real estate and running for political office.
She strode to the front of the stage, dressed in red, microphone in hand.

Brooklynn arrives at the contest. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)



Brooklynn's speech drew a standing ovation. The contest audience included a U.S. senator and a congresswoman. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


"I like to see our U.S. Constitution as a mission statement," she said. "The people of the U.S., through our government, seek to form a more perfect union by establishing justice, ensuring domestic tranquility, and securing the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.
"A key statement to me within the Constitution that stands out is 'to form a more perfect union' -- which leads to my question for you: Are we effectively working towards the mission statement of unity? ... Sadly, the answer to that question is still subjective and inconclusive."
Brooklynn's smile sparkled. She slowed for applause lines and inflected emotion with the flair of a Southern pastor. She stumbled on a few phrases but never broke rhythm, and she eventually brought the crowd to their feet as she urged them to learn to disagree more respectfully and to choose political leaders who do the same.
But it wasn't enough.
Another competitor won.
Brooklynn's smile never faltered.

After her speech, Brooklynn gets a hug from sister in-law Kianna Waters beside nephew Tafari Pettis-Dancy III. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Moments after the announcement of the winner, Brooklynn posed for photos and accepted congratulations from her family and from strangers. She hugged her mom, Virginia Pettis, a single mother and member of Delta Sigma Theta who smiled with pride. She held Brooklynn's 6-year-old nephew, Tafari, who was convinced that "Auntie Brooklynn won."
Ahead lay decisions about college selection, career paths and perhaps a stint in elected office to help change the world.
A woman yelled, "Sis! I would vote for you!"
Brooklynn dashed across the aisle and extended her arm: "Here's my card."
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U.S. flag set ablaze, 23 arrested as thousands protest Netanyahu's D.C. visit
Thousands protested in D.C. as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed Congress. Though most marched peacefully, there were some clashes with police.
By Ellie Silverman, Jenny Gathright, Clarence Williams, Hau Chu, Emily Davies, Joe Heim | 2024-07-25

A crowd protests Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's presence in D.C. on Wednesday. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Thousands of Palestinian supporters and critics of the ongoing Israel-Gaza war descended on Washington on Wednesday in opposition to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu before and during his address to a joint meeting of Congress, drawing a massive police response as they marched around the city.
Though most demonstrators walked and chanted peacefully, there were some clashes with law enforcement, and D.C. police and Capitol Police said they arrested 15 people in total. The U.S. Park Police arrested eight people.
Outside Union Station, pro-Palestinian protesters set an American flag ablaze, along with an effigy of Netanyahu, and spray-painted the Christopher Columbus fountain and adjacent Liberty Bell reproduction with messages like "Free Gaza," "All zionists are bastards," and "Free Palestine." Police appeared to hit some demonstrators with a chemical irritant at multiple points during the day.

Pro-Palestinian protesters set an American flag ablaze July 24 outside Union Station as they protested Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's D.C. visit.


The protesters came, they said, to decry Netanyahu's policies and condemn how Israel has prosecuted the war in Gaza. Although the demonstrators expressed a range of political beliefs about the conflict, they voiced a similar message: The human suffering from the war has continued far too long, and it is past time for Netanyahu to sign a cease-fire deal. Others demanded the release of hostages taken during Hamas's Oct. 7 attack that precipitated the war and an end to U.S. aid to Israel.
Protesters began gathering midmorning on Pennsylvania Avenue a few blocks from the Capitol holding signs calling for an end to U.S. aid to Israel and others with photos of Netanyahu under the word "WANTED."
Tables were set up nearby providing water as well as red shirts and kaffiyehs for protesters to wear. Hundreds of signs attached to wooden stakes were distributed to rallygoers. Small Palestinian flags had been attached to lampposts and street signs up and down Pennsylvania Avenue.

Thousands of Palestinian supporters gathered in Washington D.C. to protest ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's address to Congress on July 24.


In anticipation of the protests, bike racks and fencing were set up around the Capitol, and a Capitol Police spokesperson said the agency planned to add more officers, including from outside agencies. New York Police Department Deputy Commissioner Kaz Daughtry posted on X that more than 200 officers from his agency would be assisting Capitol Police.
Hasan Isham, 34, held his 3-month-old daughter, Amelia, as he gathered with other protesters. Amelia was dressed in a onesie covered in watermelons, a symbol for Palestinian liberation.
"Little kids are being killed in Gaza," Isham said. "Little kids like mine."

Hasan Isham, 34, of Silver Spring, Md., with his 3-month-old daughter, Amelia, at the protest near the Capitol. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


The resident of Silver Spring, Md., came to the protest because he "had to do something" to register his anger, especially because he felt his tax dollars were supporting the deaths.
"Over the past 10 months, many Hasans have been killed in Gaza along with their entire family," he said. "Every time I pick up my daughter, I can't help but think: 'That's something that could happen to me. That's happening to people who look like me.'"
Sereen Haddad has lost more than 130 members of her family in Gaza since the onset of the war. Relatives have been displaced. Family members are living on the streets, searching for any shelter, including a cousin who gave birth to twins in November.
These are the people Haddad, 19, was keeping in mind Wednesday.
"Netanyahu has decided that he's apparently welcome in D.C., and we're making it clear to him that he's not," she said.
Maryland residents David Reed, 76, and Mark Harrison, 73, listened to the speeches as the crowd around them grew. The longtime friends said they were outraged by Netanyahu's presence in the city and U.S. support of Israel's military incursion into Gaza, but heartened by the feeling that protest movements were making a difference.
"The movement is now beginning to influence formal U.S. policy," said Reed, "[evidenced] by the boycott of many congressional leaders from [Netanyahu's] speech."
"I wouldn't be out here if I didn't think I was making a difference," Harrison added.
The largest demonstration Wednesday was organized by several groups, including the ANSWER Coalition, the Palestinian Youth Movement, the People's Forum and the International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network.

A man confronts a line of Capitol Police officers. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Additional protests against Netanyahu's handling of the war included demonstrators blocking traffic downtown.
At noon, close to 100 people rallied in a park near Union Station. Some waved Israeli flags, and others stood behind a banner that read "Save Israel from Bibi," using Netanyahu's nickname. The gathering was organized by UnXeptable, an activist group of Israeli expatriates, and speakers, including Rabbi Jill Jacobs, who urged political leaders to save the hostages but also to "save Israel and its democracy."
"We're here today to say we refuse to let a small number of zealots, including Benjamin Netanyahu, destroy the state of Israel," Jacobs said to the crowd. "We're here to tell Netanyahu that he and his fascist politics are not welcome here in the United States or in Israel." Participants punctuated the remarks with chants of "Shame, shame, shame" and "Seal the deal" to bring hostages home.
Pro-Palestinian protesters rallying on the National Mall demanded Netanyahu be arrested as a "war criminal," citing the International Criminal Court chief prosecutor's announcement in May that he was seeking to charge Netanyahu and Hamas leader Yehiya Sinwar with war crimes and crimes against humanity.
A little before noon, a few dozen protesters blocked traffic at 14th Street and Independence Avenue SW, hoping to disrupt Netanyahu's motorcade route. As cars stuck on Independence honked, the protesters chanted: "Not another nickel, not another dime. No more money for Israel's crimes."
Two black SUVs flashing police lights tried to pass, but protesters did not move and the vehicles were driven away. Protesters held up a large papier-mache depiction of Netanyahu wearing handcuffs.

U.S. Capitol Police deployed chemical spray on demonstrators as they approached a police blockade near Congress.


"So long as this genocide happens, we the people are going to take things into our hands," said Reem Assil, an organizer who traveled to the protests from Oakland, Calif., and was part of the group blocking traffic.
Assil said she has family in Gaza, where more than 40 of her relatives have died since the start of the war.
Closer to the Capitol, a bagpiper in a green plaid kilt played "Amazing Grace" as he marched from Union Station among about 100 demonstrators. The group applauded at his finish, before he joined the crowd to shout "Free, free Palestine!"
Later in the afternoon, as Netanyahu prepared to give his speech to Congress, thousands of protesters marched up Constitution Avenue toward the Capitol. Near the intersection with Louisiana Avenue, they approached a line of Capitol Police officers who ordered them to stop and move back. As the marchers continued to press forward, police officers sprayed the protesters with pepper spray.
Capitol Police posted on X that some protesters  "started to become violent" and did not "obey our order to move back from our police line."
"We are deploying pepper spray towards anyone trying to break the law and cross that line," police said in the post.
Capitol Police arrested and charged six people with unlawful conduct in the House galleries, said agency spokeswoman Brianna Burch. Earlier in the day, D.C. police arrested five people on Independence Avenue and Fourth Street SW on charges of crowding, obstructing or incommoding in a public place, according to Paris Lewbel, the department's deputy communications director.
Among those arrested by Capitol Police was Zahiro Shahar Mor, nephew of hostage Avraham Munder.
"I'm proud to be arrested, along with my fellow family members of hostages, if that is what it takes to make clear that our families need a deal now," he said. "We cannot wait any longer."

A scene from Wednesday's protests. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


At Union Station around 3 p.m., demonstrators replaced the American flags with Palestinian flags, and a man climbed up to the middle of the fountain with red spray paint and wrote "Hamas is comin" in big letters. D.C. police made four arrests at Columbus Circle on charges of assaulting a police officer, a spokesperson said, bringing the department's total number of arrests in the Wednesday demonstration to nine.
The U.S. Park Police on Wednesday arrested eight people at Columbus Circle, according to spokesman Thomas Twiname. He said officers made the arrests after demonstrators "damaged and destroyed park property, including vandalizing statues and fountains, tearing down and burning flags, and starting several small fires."
But by late afternoon the demonstration began to come to a close and protesters started making their way home. For many in the crowd -- made up of different races and religions and spanning generations -- the day of protest was one of kinship they hoped would send a message to U.S. leaders.
"It's a pretty good feeling that there are so many people here ... irrespective of cause, race, creed, gender or religion, and they're just here as human beings," said Kaneez Fizza, 34, who moved to Maryland two years ago from India. She came to the protest with her husband and 2-month-old son. "I feel very hopeful looking at the crowd because we are not looking at this as just a Muslim or Arab issue anymore. We are looking at it as a humanitarian crisis."

Demonstrators gather near the Capitol. (Astrid Riecken For The Washington Post)
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Once homeless, these D.C. peer educators will go on to help pull others up
In a first-of-its-kind program, D.C. DHS's Peer Case Management Institute is intended to prepare people who were homeless to work as case managers.
By Meagan Flynn | 2024-07-25

Charlynn Green, right, hugs Christy Respress, president and CEO of Pathways to Housing, at the graduation ceremony for the D.C. Department of Human Services' Peer Case Management Institute at Howard University in D.C. on Wednesday. (Meagan Flynn/TWP)


Almost 10 years ago, Charlynn Green walked with her two children into a D.C. family homeless shelter, out of options and short on hope. She had been working minimum wage at a grocery store, triaging the last $20 of each paycheck -- "trying to figure out if you want to put gas in the car or you want to eat" -- when she lost housing, too.
But on Wednesday, Green walked onto the stage of a Howard University auditorium in a graduation cap, and took the lectern to address the 34 other graduates of D.C.'s first peer case management program seated before her.
"I'm nervous," Green said.
"It's okay!" a few yelled.
Like Green, the students had known homelessness. That was why they were here. In a first-of-its-kind program, the D.C. Department of Human Services' Peer Case Management Institute is intended to prepare the graduates to bring their "lived experience" to work as case managers, helping to pull others out of homelessness by connecting them with the services they need. The program, in partnership with the Howard University School of Social Work, will expand D.C.'s capacity in the homeless services system, administrators said -- particularly at a time when homelessness is on the rise and D.C. is struggling with a shortage of social workers, hampering the city's efforts to end chronic homelessness.
"I just feel like, with my experience -- I lived it -- I can be a successful caseworker," Green, 32, said in an interview, "because you got some people that's caseworkers that never been through anything, and just don't know how to navigate for that person or help them navigate. I feel like I'm that bridge to the community."
DHS, which oversees many of the District's homeless services, pitched the program for formerly homeless students to Howard University administrators with a double benefit, said DHS Director Laura Zeilinger: training more specially qualified case workers to join a stretched-thin workforce struggling to meet the demand for help -- while also creating economic opportunity and career paths for dozens of formerly homeless residents. "This is something that was a natural coalescence of all those values," she said.
The caseworker shortage had been a serious hurdle for many of D.C.'s housing programs, which can be difficult to navigate without assistance. Historically, Zeilinger said, the problem was getting enough funding for housing subsidies -- but after the D.C. Council funded hundreds of new vouchers in recent years, DHS struggled to scale up the programs to respond to the hundreds of new applicants.
While housing officials have made improvements, at one point last year more than 3,000 vouchers were sitting unused, as applicants endured long delays or paperwork snags in the multistep process. Sometimes they turned to case workers for help but did not get it, and high turnover rates among case workers stymied housing aid recipients relying on them.
D.C. officials tried to get creative with recruitment. In addition to the new program, the D.C. Council passed legislation by council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large) to create a free master's in social work degree at the University of the District of Columbia.
"We are eager to expand to meet the needs of people still experiencing homelessness -- but we don't have the workforce," said Christy Respress, president and CEO of Pathways to Housing, which helped develop the program. "We literally don't have the capacity to serve more people."
But now she was looking at the graduates as potential hires, she said.
Working with DHS, nonprofit the Community Partnership and Pathways to Housing, Howard professors created a seven-week program in the classroom, plus four weeks of training in the field. They got 600 applications and selected 40 for the inaugural class, with all but five completing the program.
They focused on skills ranging from motivational interviewing to de-escalating conflict -- and using lived experience not to tell people what to do but to connect with them, said Tracy Whitaker, associate dean of Howard's School of Social Work.
"What we talk about is where that lives in you, and where it comes out in your professional practice," she said.
Numerous graduates said their own experiences in homeless shelters or with inattentive social workers motivated them to pursue careers in the field.
Teanna Anderson, 36, said she experienced a bout of homelessness two years ago and went to a pair of shelters. On one visit, she said, she overheard two employees passing judgment on the homeless woman who just left the cubicle, questioning how she afforded her clean new pair of Nikes and whether she really needed help.
"And it just was like, this is how they see us. You know what I mean?" Anderson said.
She was assigned a case worker -- but the experience didn't feel personal, she said.
"Even if at that moment I have hit my rock bottom, I would like to see that someone who helps me understands me," she said. "And I think having lived experience is so important ... . Most people in social work have not ever been homeless -- they don't really know what it's like. All of us have been homeless. All of us know what it's like. And we also know the system and how it affects your mental health, trying to scratch the surface of where you need to get."
Sabrina Mathis, 30, said her family experienced homelessness in Maryland when she was in high school, but they didn't have anyone to help them navigate into stability. "I wish it was someone like me," she said.
"Getting to know other homeless people, they really do want to change. They do want to get better," she said. "It's just they don't know how, and it takes people like us to give them the how. ... I'm glad that they gave us a chance so that we could give other people a chance as well."
In her journey out of homelessness, Green said she entered the District's rapid rehousing program, a short-term housing subsidy, before getting a D.C. Housing Authority voucher, finally giving her stability to keep her housing.
They are the same types of programs she will be helping her clients navigate, she said -- work she has already begun after her training led to a job opportunity as a part-time case worker, in addition to a job at the Department of Behavior Health. And as she walked behind the lectern to address her classmates, she reflected on how far her journey had taken her since she walked into the Virginia Williams Family Resource Center nine years ago.
"Before being accepted into the program, I would often feel like a failure due to the trials I encountered in my life," Green told her classmates, thinking of her children the most.
The class, she said, "gave me my hope back. "
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PM Update: A couple of showers and storms into evening, then patchy fog overnight
It stays muggy tonight and Thursday as hit or miss showers and storms occasionally threaten. Daytime temperatures continue to be moderated by clouds. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-07-24
Somewhat subdued temperatures Wednesday were offset by high humidity, which kept it feeling like July despite the lack of intense afternoon heat. Our soupy air mass promotes the chance for some hit-or-miss downpours into the evening. Storms should stay below severe limits, but they could produce dangerous lightning, some gusty winds and torrential rain for at least a short time. Our run of rainier weather should persist through Thursday.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Showers and storms probably will dot the area, especially the southern half, through sunset or a bit beyond. As skies remain mostly cloudy, temperatures should fall to the low and mid-70s. Winds should blow from the south and southwest around 5 mph. Some patchy fog will probably form in the usually susceptible spots. It could be more widespread if winds are light, especially where it rains.

Connecticut Avenue shops in Dupont Circle on Tuesday evening. (angela n./Flickr) 


View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): We'll probably see lots of clouds, but much of the day should be dry. Scattered storms may develop in the afternoon or early evening and move through the area from west to east. Highs should mainly reach the mid- and upper 80s. Winds should blow from the southwest around 5 to 10 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Summer simmer: We reached 31 days at or above 90 on Tuesday in Washington. Running nine days ahead of average to date, one more day at or above 90 will equal that observed all of last year. The odds that this year finishes above average for days at or above 90 degrees seem quite good. That annual average is 40 such days.

Forecast from the National Blend of Models. (weatherbell.com) 
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Maggots, crickets released at Watergate Hotel in protest of Netanyahu visit
The video, posted jointly to Instagram by the Palestinian Youth Movement and its DMV chapter, depicts swarms of crickets on the hotel's floor and claims protesters triggered the hotel's fire alarm.
By Emma Uber, Emily Davies, Ellie Silverman | 2024-07-24

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses a joint meeting of Congress on July 24. (Pete Kiehart for The Washington Post)


An Instagram video posted Wednesday shows hundreds of mealworms, maggots and crickets crawling around the Watergate Hotel where Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is staying during his visit to D.C., raising questions about how protesters who claimed to unleash the vermin were able to get onto the property as the area has been under tight security.
The video, posted jointly to Instagram by the Palestinian Youth Movement and its DMV chapter, depicts swarms of crickets on the hotel's floor and claims protesters triggered the hotel's fire alarm "to ensure that there will be no rest before Netanyahu and Congress disgraces themselves in front of the world" when the Israeli leader addressed Congress in a joint meeting Wednesday. The video also shows maggots and mealworms crawling across a table set with drinking glasses as Israeli and American flags stand side by side in the background.
An official familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss security matters said the video appeared to be authentic.
Residents of the Watergate complex said U.S. Secret Service and D.C. police set up checkpoints over the weekend to vet anyone entering the property.
"The Watergate facility has an expansive footprint and remains open for businesses, residences and guests," said Abel Trevino, a spokesperson for a public safety team made up of local and federal agencies staffing Netanyahu's visit to the District. "At no time was there any threat to our protectees."
The hotel, whose answering machine ironically greets callers with "There's no need to break in" as a nod to its storied history, said in a statement it was aware of the video and "the unfortunate incident that occurred at the property yesterday."
"Our top priority is the safety and well-being of our guests and staff," the statement from a hotel spokesperson said. "We took the necessary steps to ensure the property has been sanitized and is now operating as normal. We are cooperating fully with authorities, who are handling the situation. As this is an open case, we are unable to provide any further details at this time."
A D.C. Fire and EMS spokesperson said in a statement that the agency had fire inspectors stationed at Netanyahu's hotel "at the request of the United States Secret Service," and that after the alarm sounded, fire officials "determined there was no fire emergency and any fire department response was cancelled."
Netanyahu's office did not respond to a request for comment.
Zaid Khatib, 27, an organizer with the DMV chapter of the Palestinian Youth Movement said an anonymous tipster sent the video to his group, which in turn posted it Wednesday morning.
Khatib said he was not involved in this protest and did not know who was responsible, but he said protesters have also held noise demonstrations outside the hotel every morning and night to make sure Netanyahu "will enjoy no rest while he is here."
The releasing of maggots, he said, reflects "the fact that all of D.C. from organizations to individuals reject the stay of a war criminal in our city."
Khatib said he does not know if there are more protests planned for inside the Watergate Hotel.
"It reflects a tremendous security failure on their part," he said, referring to law enforcement. "The city of D.C. and the United States government has stolen tens of millions of dollars to roll out the red carpet for a war criminal and even then, they can't stop something as simple as maggots being dropped ... at the Watergate Hotel."
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William & Mary lands $100 million gift to expand marine sciences school
William & Mary announces a historic $100-million donation from Jane Batten to establish the Batten School of Coastal and Marine Sciences.
By Jordan Brown | 2024-07-24

Jane Batten has donated $100 million to William & Mary to support its Batten School of Coastal & Marine Sciences. (William & Mary's Batten School of Coastal & Marine Sciences)


William & Mary will expand its coastal and marine sciences research with the help of a $100 million donation from local philanthropist Jane Batten. The university announced its largest donation in its 331-year history Wednesday.
The donation toward the newly-named Batten School of Coastal and Marine Sciences will support William & Mary's existing marine science program at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. With the donation, the university will establish a Bachelor of Science degree in marine science, the first of its kind at a public university in Virginia, university officials confirmed.
The Batten School will be located along the York River in Gloucester Point, Va., nearly 20 miles from William & Mary's main campus in Williamsburg. The school is surrounded by wetlands, marshes and coastal waters.
Katherine Rowe, president of William & Mary, described the gift as a forward-looking investment in coastal and marine sciences.
"It's becoming fairly well understood that every part of human life is affected by threats to our coastlines, our communities and cultures, transportation, national security and food supply." Rowe said. "This is the time when we need to think about what it's going to take to be resilient in the face of storm surges and floods and erosion."
Batten said she and Rowe have talked about a potential gift for five years. Batten said she is confident her donation will enable William & Mary to expand on marine sciences research already in place.
"There's just such a high level [of interest] among young people in environmental issues across all disciplines, and this helps educate a whole new army of young people to go out and attack this very critical problem," Batten said.
William & Mary has long partnered with VIMS, one of the largest marine research and education centers in the nation. The state agency was established in 1940 and fully integrated with William & Mary in 1979. VIMS's graduate students can specialize in coastal and ocean processes, ecosystem health and natural resources. The school has granted over 1,000 graduate degrees since the integration.
Education in coastal and marine research is a priority to William & Mary, Rowe said, especially in a state where nearly 5 million people live near coastlines. Derek Aday, director of VIMS, said the school aims to find a solution for ongoing flooding, sea-level rises and water quality issues in coastal communities around the world.
"When you combine the resources of Mrs. Batten, with the research expertise, and the history of the great work and the partnership between VIMS, and William & Mary, you get the supercharged opportunity to do work on truly existential issues that face the lives of a big portion of the world's population," Aday said.
A portion of the donation will directly support students through scholarships, fellowships, internships and funding for research equipment, Aday said.
William & Mary currently offers graduate and doctoral degree programs in marine sciences. With the new gift, it plans to admit undergraduate marine science students starting in the fall of 2025.
Aday said officials want to create a "bachelor's program that will deliver the ability to do not just the great educational experience, but the hands-on research, outreach and engagement experience that many students are looking for."
Batten's donation matches a trend of large philanthropic gifts increasing over the years, said Sue Cunningham, president and CEO of the Council for Advancement and Support of Education. In February, CASE reported $58 billion was given to U.S. colleges and universities in the 2023 fiscal year.
"Over the years, we have seen significant growth with 11 gifts in 2023 of $100 million or more," Cunningham said. "That's double that was in 2022 and they represent 3.9 percent of total support."
In the last 15 years, Batten said she has dedicated her philanthropy around environmental education.

A statue of James Monroe stands on the campus of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va. (Julia Rendleman for The Washington Post)


The Batten name is quite familiar to the William & Mary community. Jane Batten's late husband Frank Batten Sr. served on the university's board of visitors in the 1990s. Jane Batten received an honorary degree from William & Mary in 2017. The family also established the Batten Foundation Scholarship Endowment at the Raymond A. Mason School of Business, the Frank Batten Sr. MBA Investment Fund Endowment, and the business school's Center for Online Learning.
The family also contributed to other Virginia universities. For example, in 2007, Frank Batten Sr. donated $100 million to the University of Virginia to create a school of leadership and public policy.
"The Batten family has a profound reputation," Rowe said. "They're extraordinary and visionary donors in our region and they think across generations. In this partnership with them, we're leaning into one of the most critical areas for any future community."
At 87, Jane Batten remains active in several local foundations, including the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Hampton Roads Community Foundation. She said she hopes her gift will inspire others to invest in the education of coastal and marine sciences across the nation.
"There have not been many other large gifts for the environment, to institutions [of higher education] in this country," Batten said. "I'm hoping that this will wake people up. Instead of giving ... where other big gifts normally go, they will give gifts to institutions for this purpose."
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1972 Munich Olympics, marred by killing of Israeli athletes, loom over Paris Games
The 2024 Paris Olympics begin this weekend amid the global fallout over the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel by Hamas and the Gaza war.
By Anika Seth | 2024-07-24

A member of the Black September terrorist group that seized Israeli athletes at their quarters in the Munich Olympic Village appears on a balcony on Sept. 5, 1972. (Kurt Strumpf/AP)


The 1972 Munich Olympics were viewed by their German hosts as a chance to leave the country's history behind. Instead, the Games became notorious for terrorism after an attack on the Israeli team by Palestinian militants that left 12 victims dead, as well as five attackers.
That history now looms over the 2024 Paris Olympics, which begin this weekend amid the global fallout from the Oct. 7 attack on Israel by Hamas and the war in Gaza that Palestinian authorities say has killed 39,000 people. Israeli athletes have reported receiving threats that directly allude to a reprise of the Munich Olympics, according to Israeli news outlets, while France has pledged tighter security for the 88-athlete Israeli delegation.
The attack on Israeli athletes and coaches in Munich more than half a century ago sparked an international crisis. That crisis continues to reverberate, with Germany agreeing in 2022 to pay 28 million euros ($29.5 million) to the families of the 11 slain Israelis (a German police officer was also among those killed). For decades, the families contended that Germany had not done enough to protect the Israeli team.
Munich had sought the Games in a bid to change Germany's global reputation. No German city had hosted them since 1936, when Adolf Hitler used the international stage afforded by the Berlin Olympics to promote Nazi propaganda.
Although World War II had long ended, the Berlin Wall would not fall for 17 more years. The divided nation was eager to shed the Nazi memory that continued to dominate the country's global profile, so West Germany hoped to project an image of happiness and unity, both to spectators in the Munich stands and audience members tuning in on television.
That image came crashing down in the early hours of Sept. 5, 1972, when eight Palestinian militants from the group Black September stormed the Olympic Village dorm of the 11 Israelis.
Black September leaders had hoped to use the international viewership of the Olympics -- the same television audience that West Germany itself sought -- to bring global attention to the plight of Palestinians.

West German police, in tracksuits, climbed onto a rooftop in the Olympic Village in Munich after Palestinian terrorists killed Israeli team members and took others hostage. (AP) 


The attack came just five years after the 1967 Middle East war. In that conflict, often referred to as the Six-Day War, Israel seized control of the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula, the West Bank, the Golan Heights and predominantly Palestinian East Jerusalem, while Arab armies bore massive losses.
The eight militants killed two of the Israelis immediately. They took the nine others, who were handcuffed and beaten, as hostages. Black September demanded the release of more than 200 political prisoners from Israel, West Germany and other nations; if the countries failed to release the prisoners, they said, they would kill one hostage an hour until the demands were met.
The United States quickly pulled swimmer Mark Spitz -- who had won seven gold medals, a record that would remain unbroken until Michael Phelps's eight in the 2008 Beijing Olympics -- out of the Olympic Village, worried that he, as a prominent Jewish American, would also be targeted.
Germany tried to rescue the kidnapped Israelis for 20 hours, but was repeatedly thwarted. As negotiations stalled, the Black September members demanded an airplane that night to fly the nine hostages to an Arab nation.
German officials tried to trap the extremists. They planned to send five snipers to a German air force base outside Munich and staff the Lufthansa airplane with police officers, charged with defeating the group and rescuing the hostages. By West German law, the army was barred from involving itself in what was deemed a civil affair -- so the burden fell on 14 local police officers who lacked experience in counterterrorism.
But the officer in charge considered the operation to be a suicide mission, Munich police officer Guido Schlosser told The Post in 2022, and proposed abandoning the plan. The plane was empty when the militants boarded.
Black September and its hostages arrived at the air base via helicopters. But when the militants boarded the plane, they realized it was a trap. As the German snipers opened fire, the Palestinian militants hurled grenades at the helicopters. One German police officer, the nine Israeli hostages and five of the Palestinian militants were killed. The three other members of Black September were arrested.

Two West German border police helicopters that carried armed terrorists and their nine Israeli hostages are seen at an air force base about 20 miles west of Munich on Sept. 7, 1972. (AP) 


In the years that followed the tragedy, the Israelis' families accused Germany of botching its response to the attack and failing to save lives.
It was later discovered that before the attack, German officials had received a warning of potential action by Palestinian militants. But amid a desire to promote an image of peace and unity, they decided to station unarmed security officers at Olympic venues, instead of armed police officers.
After Black September killed two Israelis and took the nine hostages, West Germany contacted Israeli officials -- who were more experienced at negotiating with terrorists -- but ultimately turned down their offers of help. The police officers who abandoned the plane were young and inexperienced, and they were not equipped to handle an attack of this magnitude.
The 1972 Olympics have remained a painful memory for many people over the past 52 years, as shown by reactions last week to an Adidas promotional campaign.
The sportswear and sneakers company launched advertisements to re-promote its SL72 shoes -- a pair of trainers first introduced to coincide with the 1972 Games. But the campaign faced almost immediate backlash as consumers and brand ambassadors alike accused Adidas of highlighting the violence that racked the Munich Olympics.
Meanwhile, the Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the war in Gaza have contributed to a tense political atmosphere surrounding this year's Olympics, with calls from the Palestinian Olympic Committee and others to ban Israeli athletes from the Games.
Israeli news outlets have reported that the country's athletes have received threatening messages by email and phone over the past week. Messages sent from "the People's Defense Organization" to 15 athletes said the group aims "to repeat the events of Munich 1972," the Times of Israel reported, and some athletes have received invitations to their own funerals.
A video circulating on social media Tuesday afternoon showed an individual, whose face is concealed by a kaffiyeh, addressing France and French President Emmanuel Macron in Arabic and making threats against Paris. At the end of the minute-long message, the speaker holds up what appears to be a plastic bloodied head.
"You supported the zionist regime in its criminal war against the people of Palestine," read subtitles on the video, which is in Arabic. The Washington Post could not confirm the origin of the video or its veracity.
France plans to deploy 35,000 police officers each day of the Games, with 45,000 on duty during the Opening Ceremonies. The security plan also includes surveillance flights and drones, fighter jets, and helicopters carrying sharpshooters, the Associated Press reported. The effort is supported by more than 40 countries that have jointly sent at least 1,900 officers as reinforcements, including from the Los Angeles Police Department.
According to French Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin, France has banned nearly 4,000 people from attending Olympic events based on the results of extensive background checks, including individuals espousing extreme right- or left-wing ideologies and suspected Islamist extremists. He added that authorities are also paying close attention to Russian and Belarusian citizens.
Paris has a history of terrorist attacks, most recently in 2015, when shootings and bombings by Islamic State attackers in six locations across the French capital killed at least 130 people and wounded more than 350.
In May, Darmanin said an 18-year-old man had been arrested in the French town of Saint-Etienne for allegedly planning an attack on the Olympics in the name of the Islamic State, Reuters reported. Darmanin said the alleged plot was the first known to have targeted the Games.
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D.C. prosecutor accused of misconduct at trials of anti-Trump protesters
A police detective is also named in charging documents as helping the prosecutor selectively edit videos to support conspiracy charges.
By Peter Hermann | 2024-07-24

Protesters and police clash on the streets of D.C. on the day of the inauguration of Donald Trump as president of the United States on Jan. 20, 2017. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


A federal prosecutor who oversaw sweeping arrests of anti-Trump demonstrators in the nation's capital manipulated evidence alongside a D.C. police detective in an apparent attempt to strengthen the case, according to an office that investigates misconduct complaints against attorneys in the District.
Jennifer Kerkhoff Muyskens, who has since left the U.S. attorney's office for D.C., worked with a detective, Greggory Pemberton, to edit video of people planning protests of the president's 2017 inauguration, and later falsely told the court about it, the D.C.'s Office of Disciplinary Counsel alleges.
The administrative charges filed July 15 -- which could lead to a range of sanctions for Muyskens that include disbarment -- mark the latest troubled turn in the mass arrest of more than 200 people that day, in rioting that authorities estimate caused about $100,000 in property damage across 16 blocks downtown. The cases fell apart. Just 21 defendants pleaded guilty before trial. And the D.C. government agreed to pay $1.6 million to settle two lawsuits stemming from the treatment of protesters.
The disciplinary counsel alleges that Pemberton and Muyskens altered evidence that was central to the government's case against the demonstrators. The pair excised portions of a protest planning meeting discussing nonviolence to bolster claims of conspiracy, thereby depriving defendants of evidence to counter the charges, the complaint states. The documents also allege Muyskens and Pemberton initially hid the video's origins. The material came from Project Veritas, a conservative activist group that uses secret recordings to target the mainstream news media and left-leaning groups.
Attorneys for Muyskens, now a federal prosecutor in Utah, did not respond to a request for comment on the charges, which include allegations she violated the rules of professional conduct, knowingly made false statements, obstructed defense attorneys' access to evidence, and concealed or altered evidence.
Spokespeople for the U.S. attorney's office in Utah and D.C. also declined to comment. Pemberton also did not respond to an inquiry. A D.C. police spokesman declined to comment on the allegations and would not say whether the department has opened an investigation of Pemberton, who now chairs the police labor union.
Political tensions are again high following the attempted assassination of Trump, who is on the ballot in November. Authorities say privately they are concerned about the coming months given the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection that occurred at the Capitol the last time Trump lost.
The allegations raised by the disciplinary counsel come seven years after protests against the inauguration of Trump on Jan. 20, 2017, which were largely lawful but at times interspersed with violence. Some people that day broke windows of businesses and vehicles and set a limo on fire. Police said a group used "black bloc" tactics most commonly linked to an international anarchist movement. They dressed in dark colors and ski masks to blend in with peaceful demonstrators, and were armed with crowbars and hammers.
The American Civil Liberties Union of D.C., which in 2021 settled the two lawsuits against the District alleging demonstrators were unlawfully detained, said the new accusations against the prosecutor and police detective are concerning.
"Prosecutors' power to enforce the law makes it particularly important that they abide by it themselves," Michael Perloff, the organization's interim legal director, said in a statement. "Jennifer Kerkhoff Muyskens failed that duty and subjected Inauguration Day protesters to serious hardship and a risk of unjustified incarceration. She should be held accountable for her conduct."

The protests on the day led to sweeping arrests. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Perloff also said the ACLU is disappointed in prosecutors and D.C. police "for allowing such an incident to occur. As we watch another election season unfold, we expect [D.C. police and the U.S. attorney's office] to better uphold their constitutional obligations."
Shortly after the 2017 inauguration riot, the ACLU compared the police tactics to mass arrests during the World Bank protests in Pershing Park in 2002. D.C. police then used a "trap and detain" strategy that led to more than $13 million in legal settlements, $11 million of it paid by the District.
Police arrested 234 people that day in 2017, but only a handful went to trial, resulting in acquittals or hung juries. Prosecutors dropped the vast majority of cases, including charges against 188 defendants at a single court hearing. Defense attorneys argued their clients were exercising their constitutional rights and being blamed for the actions of a small group of vandals. The disciplinary counsel said Muyskens "decided to charge all the arrested participants -- even individuals who were nonviolent -- on the theory that everyone took part in a conspiracy."
Allegations of police and prosecutorial misconduct in the cases first arose in early court hearings when discrepancies in testimony and evidence arose, in one case over whether a particular demonstrator had attended a meeting to discuss protest tactics. At a 2019 court hearing, Assistant U.S. Attorney David Goodhand told a judge that false information had been given to a grand jury.
An internal investigation by the U.S. attorney's office found that Muyskens had misrepresented information about one of the defendants, Goodhand said then. A prosecutor who spoke to The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity then to discuss an ongoing investigation said it appeared the omissions were unintentional due to an overwhelming caseload.
Defense attorneys at the time objected to prosecutors' use of Project Veritas materials to bolster their charges of a vast conspiracy. Two judges ruled that Muyskens failed to either supply all of the Project Veritas videos to defense attorneys before trial or edited the videos and failed to disclose all of the edits to attorneys.
In November 2018, a Superior Court judge found that Muyskens intentionally withheld evidence but did not do so maliciously, according to the disciplinary counsel's charging document.

Media and protesters move through the smoke of percussion grenades as protesters and police clash on the day of the inauguration of Donald Trump on Jan. 20, 2017, in Washington, D.C. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The new allegations brought by the Office of Disciplinary Counsel state that Muyskens and Pemberton knew Project Veritas "had a reputation for editing videos in a misleading way," and that Muyskens planned to use an undercover D.C. police officer who had infiltrated the DisruptJ20 meetings to testify that the secret Project Veritas videos were an accurate representation of the events to avoid disclosing the video's origin.
The documents allege Muyskens and Pemberton omitted three segments of one video by cutting footage, omitting material that "consistently showed that protesters were trained and instructed to expect a nonviolent protest."
"The edited Planning Meeting Video was central to the government's alleged conspiracy and aiding-and-abetting theories of liability," the charging document from the disciplinary counsel alleges. "It was the only video of planning that [Muyskens] relied on at trial. ... The video was the government's primary evidence that there was a conspiracy to riot using black bloc tactics at the anti-capitalist march."
The disciplinary counsel wrote that Muyskens "assured the court" that she and Pemberton had reviewed the planning video and "confirmed it 'was provided in what appears to be complete, unredacted form.'" Muyskens "falsely told the court that she had provided defense counsel with 'the full entirety of those videos from that day,'" the charging documents allege.
Muyskens's attorneys in case filings requested they be given until Aug. 26 to file a formal answer to the complaint. A hearing will then be scheduled.
Keith L. Alexander contributed to this report.
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As the Summer Olympics dawn, Paris is divided by more than the Seine
The Summer Games arrive amid excitement and anxiety in the host nation, with the potential to bridge gaps or widen them.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-07-25

The Eiffel Tower bears the Olympic rings. (Steph Chambers/Getty Images)


PARIS -- This city can be breathtaking, from the dead of winter to the swelter of summer and everything in between. In unseasonably pleasant weather, it promises to shine Friday night. The Seine at sundown is spine-tingling with a glass of wine, a water-facing chair and a friend, let alone with 300,000 fans lining the banks and rafts of waving Olympic athletes wafting over the water.
The Olympics can be about a host city and country seizing a moment, and that's both athletically and culturally. Rise up and show off, France. When the cauldron is lit during Friday's Opening Ceremonies in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower, there should be a distraction -- a memorable, photo-worthy distraction -- from whatever daily worries Parisians carry around in their bicycle baskets.
Yet the Paris Summer Games arrive at a particular -- and peculiar -- point in French history. The government of President Emmanuel Macron is in shambles after elections earlier this month left a once-popular leader without a majority of supporters in the General Assembly. The Games will be overseen by a country with only a caretaker government. There is no prime minister. The French confidence -- not infrequently viewed as arrogance -- is shaken.
"Things are kind of stuck, which honestly, it's very un-French," said Matthias Matthijs, a professor of international political economy at Johns Hopkins's School for Advanced International Studies. "... It's very hard to see a way out of this. France looked like this very stable, progressive place -- especially under Macron. They've lost that."
The instability won't come across as NBC broadcasts these unprecedented Opening Ceremonies on Friday night, opulence against a backdrop that can't be created anywhere else. It feels fitting. Matthjis said he jokes with his students that there are two countries remaining, globally, who see themselves as an example for the rest of the world: the United States and France. Stop snickering. It has been that way for generations.
"They both think they're exceptional," Matthjis said. "They're exceptional in their government institutions and their ideas. The French generally think they have it figured out when it comes to work-life balance, when it comes to making time for family, holidays, meals, sustainability, agriculture."
Or, as British academic Sudhir Hazareensingh wrote nearly a decade ago: "All great nations think of themselves as exceptional. France's distinctiveness in this regard lies in its enduring belief in its own moral and intellectual prowess."

Emily Craig and Imogen Grant, of Britain, train ahead of the lightweight women's double sculls competition in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (Lindsey Wasson/AP)


So get ready, at least viscerally, to become Francophiles. There is much that the Opening Ceremonies, and the Games themselves, can highlight about the host country that will resonate globally -- France's history, its culture, its ideas, its food and fashion, not to mention its strong beliefs in equality, liberty and diversity. But even as Macron vowed this week that the status of his government -- not just without a prime minister, but without a schedule for the assembly to elect one -- wouldn't detract from the Games, it hovers over everything domestically.
On Wednesday morning here, the International Olympic Committee bestowed upon France the 2030 Winter Games -- albeit while adding language to the agreement that puts a burden on France to prove the Alpine villages will be capable of hosting the competitions.
Macron, speaking at the IOC meeting, spoke confidently. It is his only way.
"I confirm the full commitment of the French nation, and assure you that I will ask the next prime minister to include not only this guarantee but also an Olympic law in the priorities of the new government," Macron said, failing to note that there is no way to know how that new government will be formed and which party -- or coalition of parties, left or right -- will hold power. "... Seven years ago, we made the same commitment, and we delivered. And we will do the same."
Such statements feed right into the frustration some French citizens have with Macron: that he views himself as a quasi-king rather than the leader of a democracy. His detractors -- and they are legion -- pounced.
"The president lives in a parallel world," wrote Olivier Faure, first secretary of the socialist party and president of the New Left group in the National Assembly, on social media, translated from French. "Reality escapes him: he still has not realized, after two elections, that he is now an arch-minority, disqualified by the French, and that he no longer has the possibility of acting as if he were Jupiter."

French gendarmes stand along the security perimeter for Friday's planned Opening Ceremonies. (Sarah Meyssonnier/Reuters)


Let's start the Games, please. Despite the political crisis, Parisians seem ready to move forward to the Olympics -- and even beyond. The only traffic Monday afternoon along Cours de la Reine were a half-dozen police motorcycles, roaring out of a tunnel past the fences that guard the Seine. A pair of restaurants, Al Mankal and 6 New York, sit across little Rue Debrousse from each other. The menus look inviting. But instead of competing for diners, their doors are not just locked, but fenced off from the street. That's true for so many businesses on both banks of the river, shuttered at least through the cauldron-lighting.
"Sorry that Paris is not up to par for this first week for its welcome and its joie de vivre," Jerome Gangneux, who owns 6 New York with his wife Cathy, wrote in an email. "... We are closing for five weeks, and see you on September 3 with a smile."
It's fair to say that every Olympic host city wants to present the best version of itself during the Games. But the reality is that no Olympic host city is the best version of itself during the Games. Gangneux said the businesses closest to the Opening Ceremonies route -- four miles along the Seine, with stands built to hold the fans -- were informed only a month ago that their neighborhood would be on quasi-lockdown, with even residents needing QR codes to gain entry at checkpoints.
"Hence the closing of our restaurant without even knowing if the Games will be a success," he wrote, "knowing that hotels during this period are not full."
And yet there is undeniable excitement. The flame-lighting was still two days off when a sold-out crowd packed the 69,000-seat Stade de France for Wednesday's opening session of rugby sevens competition. French flags flew, taking up entire sections of the lower bowl. After two straight spectator-free, pandemic-addled Olympics, energy is back.
"Our excitement, it cannot be described," said Thomas Vernoux, a French water polo player.
Here we go. The French are a proud people collectively, but with a strong sense of individualism. Their country is in some ways on a precipice. The Olympics arrive with a mixture of joy and trepidation. They are supposed to unify. But whether a certain citizen feels more of the former or the latter is, in true French fashion, up to each and every one.
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China doping allegations threaten to cast pall over Olympic swim meet
Australian swimmers join Americans in questioning a system that allowed Chinese to compete in Tokyo after positive tests.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-07-25

Australian swimmer Zac Stubblety-Cook spoke out Thursday about the sport's leaders' handling of doping (Lintao Zhang/Getty Images)


PARIS -- If swimming's global leaders expected the stain of this year's Chinese doping controversy to fade away once the world's best swimmers converged for the Paris Olympics, those hopes have been exposed as premature and wishful, if not naive.
Asked during a news conference Thursday whether he feels the nine-day meet will be a clean one, American sprint superstar Caeleb Dressel replied flatly, "No, not really. I don't think [the authorities] have given us enough evidence to support" that belief.
Australian breaststroker Zac Stubblety-Cook went even further, saying the drug-testing system has "failed" and suggesting he might make a public protest on the medal stand at La Defense Arena outside of Paris should he lose to China's Qin Haiyang, who already took down Stubblety-Cook's world record at last year's world championships.
Qin, 25, is one of 23 Chinese swimmers who tested positive for the banned heart medication trimetazidine (TMZ) in January 2021, but who were nonetheless allowed to compete, with their positive tests kept from the public, after the World Anti-Doping Authority (WADA) accepted China's explanation of environmental contamination. Eleven of the 23, including Qin, competed at the Tokyo Olympics.
"I'm a clean athlete, and I'm trying to abide by the rules," said Stubblety-Cook, 25, the gold medalist in the 200-meter breaststroke at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, "and I just hope my competitors do the same."
The existence of the positive tests was reported in April by the New York Times and German public broadcaster ARD. WADA's actions, or inactions, in the case have come from intense international scrutiny, particularly from the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency (USADA). WADA, meantime, has said an independent review vindicated its processes -- though that has done little to restore the faith of athletes, with many of those implicated swimmers set to compete in Paris.
"That news when it came out was incredibly disappointing and incredibly frustrating," Bronte Campbell, a veteran Australian sprinter, said Thursday. "[But there's] nothing we can do about it two days before an Olympic games."
The scandal shows no signs of abating, as Friday's Opening Ceremonies and Saturday's start to the Olympic swim competition approach. On Wednesday, the International Olympic Committee's awarding of the 2034 Winter Games to Salt Lake City was made contingent upon the requirement that American officials block an FBI investigation into the affair -- a move widely viewed as a heavy-handed attempt to silence critics.
But while the backlash against WADA and the IOC over the Chinese doping saga has been viewed in some parts of the world as a shrill and moralistic American crusade, Australia's Stubblety-Cook delivered what was arguably the most powerful statement by an athlete yet over the handling of the case.
"It's obviously disappointing to hear that news and hear about the ... athletes testing positive -- some multiple times," he said. "And for me, racing someone that was one of those athletes and finding out he was one of those athletes was disappointing. It's less about what country they came from and more about the system and how ... ultimately it feels like it's failed. And that's the truth."
Stubblety-Cook cited by name the stipulation in the Olympic charter prohibiting protests by athletes on the medal stand: Rule 50, which states, "No kind of demonstration or political, religious or racial propaganda is permitted in any Olympic sites, venues or other areas."
Despite that, he said, he said he likely will defer a decision on whether to make a protest against Qin on the medal stand until the day of their race, the final for which is slated for July 31.
"I think, potentially, we could see protests in other events, as well," he added.
Officials from World Aquatics -- swimming's international governing body, which largely has backed WADA's handling of the Chinese doping case -- revealed last week that its athletes (in disciplines that include not only swimming, but also diving, water polo and artistic swimming) have undergone a total of 4,774 pre-Olympics drug tests this year, with no confirmed positives. China's Olympic swimmers, according to World Aquatics, have been tested the most, undergoing an average of 13 tests apiece.
Still, Brent Nowicki, World Aquatics' executive director, acknowledged the organization has been stung by the criticism from its athletes, particularly that of Dressel, a seven-time Olympic gold medalist who will be seeking to defend his 50-meter freestyle and 100-meter butterfly titles in Paris.
"When you hear someone like Caeleb say that, obviously it's not what you want any athlete to say," Nowicki said. "But that said, we have to ... regain his trust, and [that of others] who share that same opinion. I would invite you to ask that same question to Caeleb in L.A. [at the 2028 Olympics], and my goal or my hope is that his mind changes."
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Amazon is building a sports media empire. What's next?
Amazon now has the NFL and the NBA -- and the power to transform pro sports. 
By Ben Strauss | 2024-07-25
Jay Marine, the head of Amazon Prime's sports division, got a call in mid-April from NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, who had news. Both ESPN and TNT Sports, who then had an exclusive negotiating window with the NBA for the league's next broadcast rights deal, had agreed to allow Silver to bring in Amazon as a third rights partner -- even though the rights had not hit the open market.
Marine was elated. He had talked to Silver for years about Amazon's interest in the NBA. Earlier this year, he had breakfast with Silver in which the two kibitzed about working for icons as their respective bosses: Marine had spent decades working for Jeff Bezos at Amazon; Silver had worked for years for former NBA commissioner David Stern.
A deal came together quickly soon after the call, culminating in an announcement Wednesday that will have Amazon pay nearly $20 billion over 11 years for NBA and WNBA games, including six NBA conference finals, the annual playoff play-in tournament and three WNBA Finals.
Suddenly, Amazon, already home to the NFL's "Thursday Night Football," is a major broadcaster of the two most popular North American leagues -- with rights to playoff games in each.
"This is not some small streaming package," Marine said in an interview Wednesday. "This is one of three major packages." He added: "We will now have 12 months of sports, and the good news is that it's working. Which is why you see us make another very large investment."
The NBA-Amazon deal is worth $1.8 billion annually over those 11 years, according to people familiar with the figures, and when it goes into effect the company, founded 30 years ago as an online book seller in Bezos's garage, will be spending nearly $5 billion a year on sports rights in North America and Western Europe. (Bezos also owns The Washington Post.)
But Amazon's NBA deal did not work out exactly as TNT anticipated, and that longtime NBA partner is not included in the new deals announced this week. TNT has attempted to match Amazon's terms -- and keep the rights -- based on a provision in its previous contract. The NBA declined TNT's match, pushing ahead with Amazon, though it's possible the dispute winds up in court. Marine declined to comment on TNT, saying only, "We're moving forward."
American sports leagues and teams have been waiting for years for tech companies to move into live sports, particularly as the traditional buyers of sports rights struggle through the disruption of linear and cable TV. Why? Capital. Amazon is valued at $2 trillion, compared with $7 billion for Paramount, the parent company of CBS, and around $20 billion for Warner Bros. Discovery, which owns TNT Sports.
Netflix outbid Amazon and will air NFL games on Christmas Day next season, and Google's YouTube last season took over Sunday Ticket, the NFL's out-of-market package that for years aired on DirectTV. Apple has a deal with Major League Soccer and has done a small deal with Major League Baseball.
But it's Amazon and its more than 200 million Prime members worldwide, more than any other tech behemoth, that has shown the biggest commitment to shell out billions for sports.
"The NBA is tripling its rights fees because Amazon got involved," said Mark Shapiro, president and chief operating officer of Endeavor and TKO, the parent company of WWE and the Ultimate Fighting Championship.
Added another high-level executive in sports media, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss companies the executive does business with: "If you're a league looking for a 10-year deal and you're saying who am I going to be with in 10 years, you're picking Amazon, not Warner."
Amazon slowly built its sports portfolio, adding the NFL (including a game on Black Friday), NASCAR and the WNBA Finals, as well as Champions League soccer and Grand Slam tennis events in Europe. It owns a piece of the YES Network, which broadcasts New York Yankees games, and recently proposed an investment in some regional cable sports networks. With the long-anticipated NBA deal announced if not quite official, one question hanging over the sports industry is how much more Amazon wants. Marine isn't exactly sure.
"I believe we will be a major sports broadcaster in every major market around the globe," he said. "In terms of what does that mean? How many properties? I don't know."

Amazon obtained the exclusive streaming rights for the U.S. Open in the United Kingdom. (Frank Franklin II/AP) 


Amazon launched Prime Video, its streaming service, in 2011 as a way to boost sign-ups for Prime membership, which offered two-day shipping to Amazon shoppers. Its first original show launched two years later: "Alpha House," a political comedy starring John Goodman. The push into live sports came in 2017, when Amazon began simulcasting "Thursday Night Football" and acquired the rights to exclusively stream the U.S. Open tennis tournament in the United Kingdom. The goal, Marine said, was to be a first mover.
Netflix had been streaming since 2007 but still hadn't dabbled in live sports.
"There's not an inherent reason why sports won't move over," Marine recalled thinking. "So why don't we get started first?"
Cable TV's collapse -- there are some 40 million fewer homes paying for a TV bundle than in 2011 -- began with entertainment. Live sports were a riskier proposition, with concerns about whether streamers could attract big audiences and deliver the technology required to support them.
Amazon's U.K.-only U.S. Open deal eventually led to its landmark partnership with the Premier League to show exclusive games starting in the 2019 season. Marine recalled being in the office for the first day of coverage with a group of 200 engineers, cheering and crying, watching the sign-ups roll in and the technology hold up. The media research firm Ampere Analysis estimates that some 30,000 people signed up for Prime on the coverage's peak day.

Prime Video announced its first Thursday Night Football matchup during the 2022 NFL draft. (Vera Nieuwenhuis/AP) 



Prime Video now has deals to stream games from the two most popular North American leagues. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AP) 



Ryan Fitzpatrick, left, Andrew Whitworth, center, and Richard Sherman have been part of the Prime Video NFL broadcasts. (David J. Phillip/AP) 


In the United States, Amazon remained on the periphery, but it wasn't for lack of trying. According to multiple people familiar with the talks, Amazon offered more money than NBC for the Big Ten's Saturday night football package in 2022. The conference chose NBC instead, in part because university presidents were concerned about fans finding the games on a streaming platform.
But that fall, Amazon quieted any doubts when it debuted its exclusive "Thursday Night Football" broadcasts, after shelling out around $1 billion a year for the rights. Amazon hired established broadcasters Al Michaels and Kirk Herbstreit to call the games, and it debuted an alternate broadcast that allowed viewers to see the entire field for the first time -- one of the most notable advancements in sports viewing in recent memory. The tech has been mostly seamless.
Fewer people are watching "Thursday Night Football" than when it was broadcast on Fox. But Amazon's viewership jumped more than 20 percent last season. "The NFL changed the way people looked at us," Marine said. (One of the first people to congratulate Amazon on the viewership increase, Marine said, was Bill Koenig, the NBA's point person on rights negotiations.)
And for a company such as Amazon, ratings are not the best measure of success. Amazon wants to add -- and retain -- Prime customers and keep them shopping. Ampere estimated that Prime Video received around 100,000 new sign-ups on its peak day leading into its first exclusive NFL game. (NBC's Peacock, which has many fewer subscribers -- around 30 million -- attracted around 3 million new subscribers over three days around its exclusive NFL playoff game season.)
Amazon declined to comment on Ampere's research, but one company executive, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal figures, called that estimate low.
It all means the power dynamics of Amazon's relationship to sports is fundamentally different from that of a traditional media partner. Take Amazon's proposed $115 million investment in Diamond Sports, which would help the beleaguered owner of some 20 regional sports networks sort out a messy bankruptcy. (Diamond's bankruptcy proceedings are still in flux, as is final approval of Amazon's deal by a federal bankruptcy court.)
The investment, if approved, would allow fans to purchase Diamond Sports' local RSN channels through Prime Video. It would also keep Diamond's contracts intact, making it harder for the leagues to either pool all their teams' rights, sell them to someone else or some combination. ESPN and Fanatics have contemplated getting into local streaming, according to Puck.

Amazon is attempting to invest $115 million into regional sports networks. (Jeff Roberson/AP)


One high-ranking league executive said the Diamond deal was good for Amazon but perhaps not for the leagues, which in some cases had expressed to Amazon that they were ready to move on from Diamond, according to people familiar with the discussions.
The executive noted that Amazon has essentially taken no risk; it can pull out if Diamond doesn't emerge from bankruptcy, and if Diamond survives, Amazon has jumped to the front of the line on local sports distribution without an auction for the rights. "Give them credit, they made themselves a hell of a deal," said the executive. "They have market power."
Or consider CBS and Fox, which have built their entire businesses around the NFL. Amazon is a multitrillion dollar company without sports.
"CBS without the NFL is zero," said Rich Greenfield, founder of LightShed Partners, a media venture fund. "Amazon without the NFL is fine. That's a scary place to be."

Jay Marine had long imagined Amazon becoming a key player in North American sports. (Bryan Anselm for The Washington Post) 


At this year's Super Bowl in Las Vegas, Marine, 51, sat at breakfast in the corner of a hotel bistro on the Strip. The entire sports industrial complex had descended on the city -- executives, athletes, agencies, every form of hanger-on. Now Marine was contemplating the big news from the week: ESPN, Warner Bros. Discovery and Fox had just announced the formation of a new streaming platform, the latest strategy from legacy media companies to remake themselves. Regional sports networks, a cash cow for leagues and mainstay for fans, were in a perilous state. Marine was asked whether Amazon was going to be the sports industry's savior.
"That's a big statement," he said. "I would not sit here and say we're going to save sports."
A few minutes later, Marine was in Amazon's hospitality room at the Aria Hotel for an industry happy hour, where blown-up photos of Michaels and Herbstreit dotted video screens and a NASCAR driving simulator was set up in the corner. (Herbstreit had the second fastest time.)
Marine, dressed in a Lululemon hoodie and Nike sneakers, palled around with Ryan Fitzpatrick, the former quarterback turned studio analyst for Amazon. As a camera snapped promotional photos of them, they traded faux boxing punches and then pretended to snap a football. "You be the center, put your hands under my crotch!" Fitzpatrick yelled.
The two often text during NFL games.
"He lets me talk Xs and Os," Marine said.
"When I got the job, my dad asked if I could get him free Prime," Fitzpatrick said.
Marine's job, in some ways, is to bridge the worlds of sports and tech. He went from the Super Bowl to speak on a panel at the NBA's All-Star Weekend. Asked what was different about the Super Bowl crowd and the tech summits, Marine said: "Fewer hoodies, less Patagonia." He added: "I can't beat up anyone here."
Marine makes regular trips to the league offices to share updates on Amazon, Prime and the evolution of streaming. It's a bit dreamy for a sports-obsessed kid from the Detroit suburbs who has spent most of his career at Amazon. He was part of the team that launched the Kindle and spent time as Bezos's chief of staff.
The familiarity with Amazon is important because its business model is different than that of traditional media companies, which rely on selling advertising and charging cable companies to distribute their channels. Amazon is in a different business: using sports to sell more "everything."
Prime Video launched an ad business this year and it has the tech to show different ads from the same advertiser to different demographics of viewers. Those ads, Amazon said, resulted last NFL season in 80 percent more purchases compared to traditional static ads. And during its Black Friday game, the company said, QR codes that appeared in ads had a more than 350 percent higher engagement rate than during other games. The QR codes in many cases led directly back to Amazon shopping.
"They have the most compelling closed-loop system there is," Greenfield said. "You're able to take content that people are immersed in, show them ads on products they might want to consider. Then you know what gets bought directly from your platform."
As for what comes next, Marine said Amazon is looking at both "tier one" sports that can drive the largest audiences and up-and-coming properties such as women's sports. "Not the stuff in the middle," he said.
There aren't many top rights that will be up in the near term. The NFL, SEC, Big Ten, College Football Playoff, World Series, NHL and now NBA are tied up in long-term deals, mostly with traditional media companies such as ESPN, Fox and NBC. ("They are absolutely a legitimate competitor," ESPN President Jimmy Pitaro said of Amazon. "But brand matters. ESPN is viewed as a destination for sports over four decades, so we like our position.")
But those deals, too, will one day come up again.
"Would I like to broadcast the Super Bowl [in the next rights cycle]?" Marine said. "Yes."
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The Ravens hope Derrick Henry can help Lamar Jackson reach a Super Bowl
The Ravens will again attempt to reach the first Super Bowl of Lamar Jackson's NFL career after failing to get there last season as the AFC's No. 1 seed.
By Mark Maske | 2024-07-25

Running back Derrick Henry carries the ball during a drill at the Ravens' training camp in Owings Mills, Md. (Nick Wass/AP) 


OWINGS MILLS, Md. -- The disappointment and frustration from their defeat to the Kansas City Chiefs in last season's AFC championship game have been filed away, available to be accessed as a motivational tool or as a cautionary tale come January. A new season is nearing and the slate, for now, is clean. For the Baltimore Ravens, it is time to start over and try again.
They must try again to be the dominant team they were last season, only better at the biggest moment. They must try again to give quarterback Lamar Jackson the resources to be the NFL's most breathtaking player. And they must try again to make all of that translate, finally, to the first Super Bowl appearance of Jackson's career.
"We had a great season last year," wide receiver Zay Flowers said Sunday after the Ravens completed their opening practice of training camp. "We want to improve on that and get to the ultimate goal."
It's not exactly Super Bowl or bust. No one around here suggests that Coach John Harbaugh's job security depends on taking that recently elusive next step or that Jackson, a two-time league MVP at age 27, is anywhere close to his last, best Super Bowl chance. But the Jackson-led Ravens have reached the point at which the success of their season probably will hinge on whether they're among the final two teams playing in February.
"Super Bowl," wideout Rashod Bateman said Sunday. "Super Bowl. It's not about me. I need to do what's best for this team, whatever that is, whatever my role is."
Harbaugh said the central theme of his opening training-camp address to his players had to do with "vision and ... standards and the ability to meet the standard and raise the standard."
Harbaugh also spent the final 2 minutes 43 seconds of his opening news conference of camp defending his quarterback against any and all criticism for the team's inability to turn such a promising 2023 season into a championship. He said the Ravens "take it personally" when Jackson is criticized, adding that "the vision for Lamar Jackson" involves all-time greatness.
"It's a vision," Harbaugh said. "It's something you see it like it's already happened. You can see it like it's already been done. The victory has already been won when you pour into a vision. And the vision that we have together is that Lamar Jackson is going to become and be known and be recognized as the greatest quarterback ever to play in the history of the National Football League. ... And I believe it like we've already seen it."
Six seasons into his NFL career, Jackson already has become the league's 11th multiple-time MVP. He joined Patrick Mahomes, Kurt Warner, Steve Young and Joe Montana as two-time winners. Tom Brady, Brett Favre, Jim Brown and Johnny Unitas won three MVP awards each. Aaron Rodgers has won four and Peyton Manning five.
But to secure a spot as prominent in the sport's history as Harbaugh envisions, Jackson will have to reach some Super Bowls. And that means starting with one.
The Ravens were well-positioned last season. They were the NFL's best team for much of the season, beating very good teams in lopsided fashion and securing the AFC's top seed. But for the second time in five seasons, they failed to turn the No. 1 seed -- and an MVP season by Jackson -- into a Super Bowl appearance. They lost the AFC championship game at home to the Chiefs, 17-10. It was a mistake-filled performance in which Flowers, after an often-impressive rookie season, committed two key gaffes, with a costly taunting penalty and a lost fumble near the goal line.

Wide receiver Zay Flowers, after an often-impressive rookie season, committed two key gaffes in the AFC championship game. (Nick Wass/AP) 


He and the Ravens get an immediate opportunity for a tiny measure of redemption when they face the Chiefs in the NFL's season-opening game Sept. 5 in Kansas City. But Flowers said he's not fixated on last season's painful ending.
"It's over now," Flowers said. "I get to see them the first game. We'll go play there. What's in the past is already in the past. It already happened."
The Ravens had more than their share of offseason turnover. Defensive coordinator Mike Macdonald was hired as the head coach of the Seattle Seahawks and was replaced by inside linebackers coach Zach Orr. The prominent players to depart included wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr., running backs J.K. Dobbins and Gus Edwards, guards Kevin Zeitler and John Simpson, offensive tackle Morgan Moses, linebacker Patrick Queen, safety Geno Stone and pass rusher Jadeveon Clowney.
"That is part of how it works in the National Football League," Harbaugh said. "And we embrace it. ... I like our guys and I'm very optimistic that they'll do very well."
The most meaningful addition came with the free agent signing of Derrick Henry, the former 2,000-yard rusher for the Tennessee Titans. The Ravens hope that he has enough left, at age 30 and more than 2,000 carries into his NFL career, to punish any defense that focuses too heavily on containing Jackson.
"You seen him before?" Flowers said. "You see him in person? You've got to stop that first before you worry about somebody of my stature."
Jackson missed the first three days of training camp because of an illness. He was on the field Wednesday but failed to finish the practice before exiting. He and the Ravens probably will not enter the season as the team to beat, with the Chiefs attempting to become the first team to win three straight Super Bowl titles. But they certainly should be a factor, and the pairing of Henry and Jackson will make their offense even more captivating.
"I'm excited to see what it looks like," Bateman said. "I don't really know either. ... At the end of the day, you've got Lamar Jackson and Derrick Henry. So, I mean, I'm kind of like everybody else: I'm just excited to watch it."
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U.S. skaters to receive 2022 golds in Paris after last of appeals rejected
Russian skater Kamila Valieva's final appeals were exhausted, meaning the Americans will get their team gold medals more than two years later.
By Les Carpenter | 2024-07-25

The United States' Madison Chock and Evan Bates react after the team ice dance program during the 2022 Winter Olympics. (Natacha Pisarenko/AP)


More than 21/2 years after Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva's positive test for a banned substance rocked the Beijing Winter Olympics, the Court of Arbitration for Sport rejected the last of Valieva's appeals Thursday, meaning the United States will be awarded gold for the team event at those Games.
USOPC CEO Sarah Hirshland and the International Olympic Committee said in separate statements that the U.S. skaters will get their medals sometime during the Paris Olympics, though a day hasn't been set. U.S. Figure Skating officials have planned for months to have a medal ceremony in Paris, but those arrangements have been held up by Valieva's appeals.
"We are especially excited that the beautiful city of Paris will join us in this celebration," Hirshland said in her statement.
The Valieva saga has been a particularly frustrating ordeal for the IOC and doping officials. They were stymied by Russian anti-doping officials, who dragged out the investigation of her positive test for the heart medication trimetazidine, eventually concluding she had accidentally ingested the substance. CAS sided with the World Anti-Doping Agency and suspended Valieva for four years dating from December 2021.
The International Skating Union then recalculated the results of the Beijing team event, which had been won by Russia, and moved the United States from second place to first and Japan from third to second. Russia was dropped to third, triggering an appeal to CAS by fourth-place Canada.
CAS has not ruled on Canada's appeal, but the IOC's statement said the U.S. and Japan will receive their medals in Paris.
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At Israel's soccer opener, the Olympic spirit never felt so distant
The games are often meant to be a distraction from the geopolitics unfolding beyond the field. If only it were that simple.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-07-25

Palestinian flags appeared in the stands during the Israel-Mali men's soccer match at Parc des Princes in Paris. (Franck Fife/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- The match couldn't happen until armed guards escorted the Israelis to the grounds.
Not until Police Nationale patted down every spectator before they entered Parc des Princes stadium. Not until cops on horses patrolled the perimeter and even more on motorbikes honked cyclists out of their way. Certainly not until the gendarmerie -- several clutching weapons that seemed more appropriate for battlefields than the boulevards of Paris -- made it clear that this meeting between Israel and Mali would not be a normal Olympic soccer match.
And then, this event could not happen until the national anthems blared inside the open-air stadium, echoing into the night. After Mali's national song played, the Israeli anthem began. So did the jeers. That's when a group made its presence known. A group that occupied a front row of the stands because its members saw this Olympic soccer match as an attempt to whitewash the brutality of war. Each person in the group wore a white T-shirt with a single letter written boldly in black. When they stood together, their shirts spelled out "FREE PALESTINE." Israel's song played on; those in attendance who held up their white-and-blue flags with the Star of David just sang louder.
When a peloton of police, men and women packing assault rifles and pro-Palestine protesters all show up to a soccer stadium, the Olympic spirit of unity seems distant, almost imagined. The games just feel like 90 minutes of distraction. The numbing effect prescribed because the volume of voices has only gotten louder since Hamas and other militant groups committed war crimes against Israeli civilians and since Israel's response has drawn condemnation from the top court of the United Nations.
Despite the war in Gaza, they played soccer here. In the first half, a small crew of people in front of the media area brought out their Palestine flags. A man wore a yellow sticker with a phrase that translated to: "Genocide is not a sport ... Boycott Israel at the Paris Olympics!" Men in purple and black "Securite" vests quickly appeared and told him to remove the sticker. Later, when Mali defender Hamidou Diallo kicked the ball into his own net, several Israel fans turned and cheered in the direction of the group that had sneaked their Palestinian flags past security. When  Cheickna Doumbia scored the equalizer, those fans jumped and screamed for Mali. Every chant, every celebration, every expression of passion seemed to be about more than soccer.
The day before this match, a large group of anti-Israel protesters gathered in the Place de Clichy neighborhood, near a bookstore and a fast food place that featured a life-size image of former NBA star Tony Parker promoting "Le French Burgers." A woman with white hair held the megaphone. As she spoke, a parade of women with somber faces pushed strollers that were all but empty, except for a photo of a dead or injured child.
For those protesters, they do not see Liel Abada as the promising young forward. Nor the player who left his Scottish-based team for Charlotte FC after some Celtic fans demonstrated, holding a pro-Palestine banner at a home match. Because Abada was born in the central region of Israel and plays on the national team, they view him solely as a potential recruit for the Israel Defense Forces and a reason all those strollers are empty. (The country requires every citizen over 18 to serve in its army.)
"We've been protesting every day for four weeks now," said Soufiane M., a protester who requested to use only his first name after one of the organizers noticed he was giving an interview to a reporter. "Despite all of this, we still have the presence of all the Israel athletes here in France. And we have to be aware that in Israel, military service is mandatory. So all these athletes are also part of the IDF, they're also part of the genocide happening now in Gaza, and this is what we're fighting for."
Abada arrived at Parc des Princes under heightened security. He heard the booing during his country's anthem. If he happened to gaze behind his team's sideline and into the crowd, he would have noticed the presence of Palestine flags -- and even a watermelon floatie, a nod to the popular symbol of pro-Palestinian protesters. Yet, Abada said he's centered on just the games.
"We don't look about what's going on outside in the stadium; we just want to play our football and to make our fans and our people in Israel proud," Abada said. "We came here just to play football. The [team] staff speaks with us a lot about it, and we just need to be focused on football and that's it."
The Opening Ceremonies aren't until Friday night. Still, the Games didn't need an official start before the geopolitical conflicts crashed the gates of the party. Every time the Israeli national team takes the field or a Palestinian athlete wears their national colors or a Russian or Belarusian competitor stands under a neutral flag, we'll be reminded how the world doesn't stop burning simply because we have lit the Olympic flame.
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Commanders training camp tracker: Takeaways from Day 2 of practice
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Varun Shankar | 2024-07-25
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn. Already, the Commanders received a bit of good news: Rookie defensive tackle Johnny Newton, who was placed on the non-football injury list last week, was activated after passing his physical Tuesday afternoon.
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The Olympic torch isn't yet lit. The gold for absurdity goes to the IOC. 
The athletes deserve better than the incestuous acronyms that govern the Games.  
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-07-24

The delegation from Salt Lake City poses for a picture with IOC President Thomas Bach after being awarded the 2034 Winter Games. (Fabrice Coffrini/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- Ah, oui. Bonjour. [Cheek kiss left, cheek kiss right.] Let's check in on the International Olympic Committee, between its brie and its Burgundy, as the Paris Summer Games approach.
Here's Thomas Bach, the IOC's supreme czar, awarding the 2034 Winter Olympics to Salt Lake City, smiling even as he grabs the arms of Utah officials and holds them behind their backs.
Here is an array of IOC members, at their pre-Olympics meeting, preceding what was to be a ceremonial vote on Salt Lake City's candidacy -- running against the 2002 hosts for the right (burden?) to host another Games was precisely no one -- with a slew of warnings to U.S. and Utah honchos that they must respect the "supreme authority" of the World Anti-Doping Agency when it comes to keeping the Olympics clean. Kiss the rings, please. All five of them.
Who are they talking about? They may as well have said "rhymes with Cravis Kygart," they came so close to naming Travis Tygart -- the head of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency and frequently a forceful critic of WADA.
And then here is Tygart, placed squarely in the crosshairs by the IOC's higher-ups, firing back with a statement that essentially said: "I'm the problem? No, you're the problem."
In his actual words, Tygart said, "It is disappointing to see WADA stoop to threats and scare tactics when confronted with a blatant violation of the rules governing anti-doping." He piled on by accusing WADA of "egregious errors" and mocking that a "potent drug 'magically appeared' in a kitchen and led to 23 positive tests of elite Chinese swimmers."
Oh, right, the Chinese swimmers. Because their inclusion at these Summer Games is so clearly tied to whether Salt Lake City should land a Winter Olympics a decade from now. Could there have been incentive for WADA -- and, by extension, the IOC -- to accept the explanation of Chinese officials that the mass positives were due to contamination in a hotel kitchen because Beijing was set to host the 2022 Winter Games? (Raises eyebrows.)
Back to the present. Eleven of the athletes who produced those positive tests in the run-up to the 2021 Tokyo Games are back for more. A few are serious threats to win medals. Shouldn't that be the major concern here?
"I hope everyone here is going to be competing clean this week," said none other than seven-time gold medalist Katie Ledecky, who begins her swimming competition Saturday. "But what really matters also is: Were they training clean?"
Man, the Olympics really bring the world together, don't they?
So before the Paris Games begin, the gold medal for absurdity already has been hung around the neck of the IOC. Cue its anthem.
Let's be clear: It's not crazy to think American federal oversight of international sports is an overreach. Looking to Congress to provide moral guidance on anything would seem to be a flawed approach. And it's not as if American athletes haven't cheated. Fraudulence doesn't fly a specific flag or speak only one language.
But the IOC is no better equipped to serve as a compass. The reality is that the Olympics governing body is having so much trouble finding sites for future Games, particularly in the winter, that it's having to bend its own rules just to pull it off. Also Wednesday, the pooh-bahs gave the 2030 Winter Games to the French Alps -- provisionally. The contract contains language that France must prove it is capable of staging such a spectacle in smaller resort towns -- or lose those Olympics. Which are all of -- checks watch -- 51/2 years off.
That threat is a peck on the cheek compared with the doozies that showed up later Wednesday. The vote to approve Salt Lake City was supposed to be a rubber stamp. At 83-6, it effectively was. But it was preceded by two unforeseen developments that, even for a perpetually doublespeaking Olympic "movement," were dizzying.
First, the thinly veiled shaming of Tygart by IOC members, with only the Salt Lake City bid organizers on hand to take the brunt of it. The organization that runs -- and profits from -- the Games wants WADA to be the final word on doping matters. At this point, that's folly. First, WADA can't be considered an independent arbiter: Its 42-member board features 11 IOC members. These are not separate legislative and judicial bodies so much as conjoined twins.
But while the IOC is clearly tired of Tygart's rhetoric -- he has slammed WADA after the New York Times initially reported news of the positive Chinese tests -- it also is wary of efforts by the American government to involve itself in the policing of sports. The IOC and WADA -- again in lockstep because they share a brain -- fought against the Rodchenkov Anti-Doping Act, the law that brazenly allows the FBI, among others, to investigate doping.
"Regretfully, this is another example of the politicization of sport," Belgian IOC member Ingmar De Vos said. "... But we really need to understand what is going to happen in the future and where is this going to end?"
Turns out: not before the IOC dropped the day's biggest bomb. Bach said the IOC, the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee and the Salt Lake City bid officials had agreed to amend the host city contract. Bach did not physically stand up on the dais and turn screws in the back of bid president Fraser Bullock, but he might as well have. The upshot: Get your people in order as it pertains to WADA or you could lose the Games.
These are strongman tactics, and they were immediately called out as such. Not just by Tygart, who majors in bluster. The chair and ranking member of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, which heard testimony from Tygart and Olympic legend Michael Phelps on WADA's shortcomings, fired off a statement, saying, "It speaks volumes that the IOC would demand a one-sided contract condition to protect WADA rather than work together to ensure it is fulfilling its mission to protect clean sport."
Makes the head spin. But there's more: In his scathing remarks, De Vos not only referred to the strength of the Salt Lake City bid but commended Gene Sykes, the president of the USOPC board, for listening to the IOC's concerns. Bach referred to Sykes as a "friend."
You know what happened later in the day? You guessed it. Sykes was approved as an IOC member. It's an incestuous world. They're just living in it.
With the Paris Games about to begin, it's both predictable and regrettable that a fiasco involving starched shirts detracts from the athletes who produce the product that allows the IOC members to buy those starched shirts.
Ms. Ledecky, please?
"I think everyone's heard what the athletes think," she said. "They want transparency. They want further answers to the questions that still remain. At this point, we're here to race. We're going to race whoever's in the lanes next to us.
"We're not the ones paid to do the testing. So we hope that the people that are follow their own rules, and that applies now and into the future. And we want to see some change for the future so that you don't have to ask us that question."
Who's going to force such transparency from WADA? The IOC? The Olympics and the body that determines whether its competitions are clean are one and the same. Separating them would require ceding control and allowing independent evaluation. Wednesday showed the IOC prefers backroom deals and arm-twisting to get what it wants.
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How to watch USWNT, schedule and what to know at the Paris Olympics 
Everything to know about USWNT at the Paris Olympics from returning athletes like Sophia Smith and Trinity Rodman, the schedule, roster and more. 
By Steven Goff | 2024-07-25

Sophia Smith brings down a pass in front of Brazil's Antonia during the Gold Cup final earlier this year. (Harry How/Getty Images)


In women's soccer circles, the Olympics were once on par with the World Cup, but as the latter has swelled in participants (to 32) and global popularity (spiking TV viewership), the 12-nation tournament at the Summer Games has taken a back seat.
Nonetheless, it is the Olympics, and it is the second-most-important competition for the blossoming women's game. A year after the 2023 World Cup in Australia and New Zealand, several teams are expected to chase gold.
The three four-team groups will begin play July 25, the day before the Opening Ceremonies. Two teams from each group and two third-place teams will advance to the quarterfinals.
The quarterfinals are Aug. 3, the semifinals Aug. 6, the bronze medal match Aug. 9 and the gold medal game the next day.
Per Olympic tradition, matches will be played in several cities around the country, including Paris. The other venues are greater Lyon, Saint-Etienne, Nantes, Bordeaux, Marseille and Nice.
All times Eastern.
July 25: vs. Zambia in Nice, 3 p.m. (USA Network, Universo)
July 28: vs. Germany in Marseille, 3 p.m. (USA, Telemundo)
July 31: vs. Australia in Marseille, 1 p.m. (E!, Universo)
If the Americans win Group B, they will play an Aug. 3 quarterfinal in Paris at 9 a.m. If they finish second, they will play in Marseille at 1 p.m. If they finish third, they will play in greater Lyon (11 a.m.) or Nantes (3 p.m.).
The semifinals will be played in greater Lyon and Marseille. Greater Lyon will stage the bronze medal match, and Paris will host the gold medal game.
Goalkeepers: Casey Murphy (North Carolina Courage), Alyssa Naeher (Chicago Red Stars).
Defenders: Tierna Davidson (Gotham FC), Emily Fox (Arsenal), Naomi Girma (San Diego Wave), Casey Krueger (Washington Spirit), Jenna Nighswonger (Gotham FC), Emily Sonnett (Gotham FC).
Midfielders: Korbin Albert (Paris Saint-Germain), Sam Coffey (Portland Thorns), Lindsey Horan (Olympique Lyonnais), Rose Lavelle (Gotham FC).
Forwards: Crystal Dunn (Gotham FC), Trinity Rodman (Washington), Jaedyn Shaw (San Diego), Sophia Smith (Portland), Mallory Swanson (Chicago), Lynn Williams (Gotham FC).
Alternates: GK Jane Campbell (Houston Dash), D Emily Sams (Orlando Pride), MF Hal Hershfelt (Washington), MF Croix Bethune (Washington).
Matches are accessible on various NBC platforms, plus Peacock. The first two U.S. group games will appear on USA Network, the third on E!. Jon Champion will handle play-by-play, with former U.S. star Julie Foudy on color commentary. In Spanish, Universo will carry the first and third U.S. games, Telemundo the second, featuring play-by-play announcer Andres Cantor and analysts Manuel Sol and Natalia Astrain. USA and Telemundo will show the gold medal match.
The U.S. program remains the most decorated in women's history with four world championships and four Olympic gold medals. But with a growing number of countries investing in the women's game and American efforts stagnating, the game is now fiercely competitive.
British-born coach Emma Hayes selected a roster aimed at long-term success (namely, the 2027 World Cup) but certainly capable of winning an Olympic medal.
Even though Megan Rapinoe and Julie Ertz have retired and Alex Morgan and Becky Sauerbrunn were not selected, there is still a veteran presence (Lindsey Horan, Rose Lavelle, Alyssa Naeher, Crystal Dunn and Mallory Swanson). There is also a pack of players in their second major tournament (Sophia Smith, Trinity Rodman, Naomi Girma and Emily Fox) and bright newcomers (Jaedyn Shaw, Sam Coffey and Korbin Albert), but Catarina Macario was a late scratch because of a knee injury.
The pathway to a medal, however, is daunting. In group play alone, the Americans will face medal contenders Germany and Australia and a lethal Zambian team. It's also a compact tournament, with up to six matches in 17 days, and must be navigated with a small roster (18 players, five fewer than at the World Cup).
Unlike the World Cup, whose expansion has opened slots to fledgling teams, the Olympic field has few weak spots.
Spain, led by 2023 FIFA player of the year Aitana Bonmati, is less than a year removed from winning its first world championship. France, a perennial power, will seek to make the most of home-field advantage and advance to the final of a major tournament for the first time.
Canada is the defending gold medalist, and Colombia is a rising threat after making the 2023 World Cup quarterfinals. Japan was fabulous at the World Cup until it stumbled in the quarterfinals. Australia made the World Cup semifinals last year, and Germany is the 2016 Olympic gold medalist and a three-time bronze medal winner.
Zambia features Barbra Banda, a 24-year-old forward who has scored 53 goals in 60 international matches and taken the National Women's Soccer League by storm after signing with the Orlando Pride this year.
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The Post's least-fashionable employee reviews Paris Olympics uniforms
The Olympics Opening Ceremonies will once again feature a parade of athletes sporting some eye-catching outfits.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-07-25

Team USA will don preppy outfits in Paris. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


You can't have an Olympics without an Opening Ceremonies, and you can't have the Opening Ceremonies without a parade of athletes wearing outfits that exemplify a nation's "competitive spirit" or "zest for victory" or "Olympic elan" or whatever other hokum the designer's PR intern came up with.
And that's where I -- The Washington Post's Least-Fashionable Employee -- step in. Somehow, I have been anointed Official Olympic Outfit Critic even though my closet consists of exactly one suit that fits (barely!) and approximately 35 short-sleeve button-down shirts with a combined purchase price of $68. This apparently qualifies me to review Opening Ceremonies outfits, and I have done so -- poorly -- for the past two Winter Games.
So once again, against all odds and standards of taste, I will be your guide through the cavalcade of whimsy that is the Opening Ceremonies. Let's take a look at what's on tap for Paris at this year's Summer Games.
Ralph Lauren returns as Team USA's outfitter for the ninth Olympics, and this year for the Opening Ceremonies the Americans will come dressed as the bullies from every single movie set at a prep school. If they don't lead the medal table, they'll certainly lead in being mean to the sensitive scholarship kid from the wrong side of the tracks.
They also can tell you about the limbo party on the Lido Deck:
For the Closing Ceremonies, Team USA will cosplay as a pit crew at the 1984 Firecracker 400.

U.S. Olympians, from left, Sarah Bacon, Daryn Wright, Andrew Copabianco, Dominique Stater, Alison Gibson, Jess Parratto, Kassidy Cook, Tyler Downs and Carson Tyler, show off the Americans' outfit for the Closing Ceremonies. (Joe Scarnici/Getty Images)


That's ... a worrying amount of denim, Estonia.
I feel like we've seen these getups before.
For the Opening Ceremonies, Ben Sherman will outfit Britain's athletes in something Dad wore in high school:
For the Closing Ceremonies, Britain will wear clothing that Dad is wearing literally right now:
True story: When I was starting out in the Sports department in the late 1990s (mon dieu!), then-columnist Tony Kornheiser came out of his office one day and asked me, as only Tony can, "Don't you ever wear ties?" He then handed me a tie featuring a design inspired by the artwork of Grateful Dead fashion icon Jerry Garcia, which I'm sure he received as some sort of PR pitch. I'm almost certain I still have it, and I'm equally sure I've never worn it.
Anyway, Haiti's Opening Ceremonies outfits incorporate the work of artist Philippe Dodard and are vastly more stylish than a Jerry Garcia tie.
Pat McAfee has apparently begun a European offensive in his War on Sleeves.
Croquet is not an Olympic sport (yet!), but when it is, Poland is ready.
I'm grouping these nations together because they somehow both decided to incorporate Rorschach test-style blue inkblots into their outfits. This would seem to be the Olympic equivalent of running into someone wearing the same dress at the Met Gala. (I guess? I'm still not entirely sure what the Met Gala is supposed to be. Perhaps a salute to Wally Backman and Tim Teufel?)
While everyone else floats down the Seine in a mundane blur of tracksuits, athleisure and Estonian denim, athletes from the landlocked East Asian nation will arrive on the scene laying down some serious Mongolian thunder. Please take as many gold medals as you would like.
When the restaurant says "jacket required" but also "you can totally order mozzarella sticks if you want," I give you Australia's blazer-and-shorts combo, a look that is taken seriously at the Opening Ceremonies and in exactly zero other places.
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How to watch the Olympics on streaming, social media and cable
NBC's streaming service Peacock costs more now, but it's also getting some useful tools for Olympics fans.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-07-25

A giant TV screen sits in the Athletes' Village for the Paris 2024 Olympics in Saint-Denis, France, on July 18. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


The Summer Olympics are back, and rights-holder NBC is going big compared to past games.
First, it's creating more content. The 2024 Summer Olympics will come with more programming hours on NBC than ever before, the company says. Second, it's beefing up Peacock, NBC's online streaming app, to include all NBC programming -- a first for the Summer Games -- and a variety of personalized recommendation tools. And, like most other streaming services, Peacock has raised its price to $7.99 a month, up from $4.99 at the last Winter Games. (If you want to watch with minimal ads, you'll need Premium Plus at $13.99 a month.)
It's a vote of confidence in the popularity of the games after relatively few people tuned in for the 2022 Opening Ceremonies and French citizens spent months protesting disruptions tied to the games, including police forcing unhoused people to stop sleeping in some public spaces.
Wondering where to find Olympic events and coverage on TV, streaming and social media? Here's an easy rundown of your options -- and if you want a quick answer, just subscribe to Peacock.
Yes, you can watch live events, on-demand replays and the Opening Ceremonies on Peacock. There's no free trial that you can start and then cancel after the Olympics, unfortunately, and unlike the last winter games there's no free Olympics content.
Xfinity internet or TV customers can pay $15 a month for a streaming bundle that includes Peacock, Netflix and Apple TV Plus. (Subscribers to grocery delivery app Instacart's premium tier get Peacock at no additional cost.)
Peacock has added multiple features that should make life easier for casual and intense viewers alike. If you're an enthusiast keeping tabs on multiple events, try what Peacock is calling Discovery Multiview, a four-way split screen that lets you watch in tandem. If you're interested in the games but not sure where to start, use Peacock's Olympic Hub to build a schedule of your favorite sports.
If you want to know everything about everything, check out "Gold Zone," a live show streaming 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time every day showing the most interesting moments from concurrent events. Then there's Peacock's experiment with AI-generated narration -- the "Your Daily Olympic Recap" tool provides a personalized playlist of recaps and highlights from the previous day, overdubbed with the AI-generated voice of Emmy-winning announcer Al Michaels. NBC said the AI commentary will match Michaels's "signature expertise and elocution." We'll see if they pull it off.
You can try -- streaming services have been cracking down on the rampant account-sharing that had you using your college boyfriend's Netflix account years after he dumped you. Peacock, for one, says it only allows three streams from the same account.
The International Olympic Committee, NBC and individual sports teams run YouTube accounts, where many post teasers or updates during the Games. If you cast the free YouTube app to your TV, you could watch hours of recaps and highlights free.
For full events, you'll need to subscribe to YouTube TV, the platform's cable alternative. The price tag is $72.99 a month, with a five-day free trial. This gives you access to NBC channels.
Yes -- a variety of cable alternatives or "cord-cutter services" have popped up to replace traditional cable. The prices vary, as do the channels they offer, so make sure to check whether a given provider carries your favorites. To watch the Olympics, you'll need one or more NBC channels.
The most affordable option appears to be Sling TV at $45 a month for its "blue" package with NBC channels. Other choices -- including Hulu+Live TV, Fubo and DirecTV Stream -- all cost about the same at $75 to $80 a month, but their perks and offerings differ. The price of cord-cutting services has gone up almost across the board since the Winter Olympics.
Roku users can access any of these subscriptions through their device. And NBC is offering two 24-hour Olympics channels -- Paris Extra 1 and Paris Extra 2 -- for cord-cutter subscribers.
If you already pay for traditional cable, you're golden. NBC affiliates including CNBC, USA Network, E! and the Golf Channel will have Olympics coverage.
Committed fans can also use their cable log-ins (including YouTube TV) to visit the website NBCOlympics.com or NBC Sports app, which feature more in-depth coverage of the games.
If you're an Xfinity X1 customer, saying "Olympics" into your X1 remote takes you to a landing page with a daily events schedule, curated live events and highlights.
The IOC and NBC Sports have their own profiles on most social media channels, where they'll share highlights, teasers and clips of commentary.
For a glimpse behind the scenes, your best bet is to follow individual athletes or creators. TikTok in particular has become a hub for competitors to share their travel stories, updates on their events and high jinks inside the Olympic Village. (Check out American rugby player Ilona Maher's account.) NBC also says it partnered with a few dozen content creators on Meta, Overtime, Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube to put out on-the-ground videos during the games.
Of course, there's also pirated content that shows up on video platforms without NBC's approval. During the last Summer Games, some big moments such as Simone Biles's shaky vault performance before withdrawing from the competition circulated on TikTok before they even aired on NBC. Both TikTok and the IOC have said they actively look for unauthorized clips to take them down -- but if you're using the search bar or scrolling at the right time you're likely to catch some screengrabbed or sneakily recorded videos from the Games.
NBC's Spanish-language network Telemundo and channel Universo will offer about six hours of daytime coverage most days and 12 hours on days with soccer matches. It's all streaming live on Peacock, and if you miss it the first time it's available on demand.
Right now Peacock doesn't have a "watch party" function to let people on different devices watch the same stream. But you can always do an old-fashioned countdown to press the "play" button at the same time -- maybe spin up a Discord room for some live group-chatting.
If your friends are close by, consider grabbing tickets to Olympic events playing at Imax and AMC theaters.
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2024 Paris Olympics schedule and TV listings, day by day
Get the latest Paris Olympics schedule with TV information, start times and events, day by day.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-25
The Paris Olympics officially begin with Friday's Opening Ceremonies, but some events, such as men's soccer and rugby sevens, got underway Wednesday. The first medals will be handed out Saturday, followed by more than two weeks of competition. Here is the complete schedule of Olympic events, day by day. Paris is six hours ahead of Eastern time in the United States.
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Why top athletes will miss the Olympics, from injuries to a garden accident
Shilese Jones, Kawhi Leonard and Alex Morgan are among the stars missing out on the Paris Games.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-07-25

Athing Mu fell during the women's 800 meter final at the U.S. Olympic trials, costing her a spot in Paris. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Some athletes injured ankles and knees. Some didn't want to compete on clay courts. One broke her leg during a freak accident in a garden.
All will miss the Summer Olympics in Paris, along with dozens of other elite athletes who will be absent for a variety of reasons.
"Unfortunately, I won't be having the fairy-tale ending I was hoping for," said American runner Matthew Centrowitz, a 2016 gold medalist in the 1,500 meters who missed the Olympic trials because of a hamstring injury, in an X post.
Many high-profile absentees compete in track and gymnastics.
Jamaican star Elaine Thompson-Herah became the first woman to win consecutive 100- and 200-meter titles after taking gold at the Rio de Janeiro Games in 2016 and the Tokyo Games in 2021. She hoped to repeat the feat in Paris, but she suffered an Achilles' tendon injury in June during the New York Grand Prix. Shortly after, Thompson-Herah said she would not defend the 200-meter title but hoped to make the relay team and defend her 100-meter crown. Instead, the injury will force her to miss the entire competition.
"It's a long road, but I am willing to start over and keep working and to make full recovery and resume my track career," Thompson-Herah wrote on Instagram. "I am hurt and devastated to be missing the Olympics this year but at the end of the day it's sports and my health comes first."
Athing Mu's star rose during the Tokyo Games, where she won a gold medal in the 800 meters. But the American won't defend the title in Paris after she fell during the first lap of the event final and finished last at the U.S. Olympic Trials in June. Mu's coach argued that she was clipped by another runner, but USA Track & Field denied her appeal and she was left out of the relay pool.
Keni Harrison and Lolo Jones, 100-meter hurdlers, failed to qualify at the U.S. trials, as did 400-meter star Dalilah Muhammad. American sprinter Trayvon Bromell did not make it to the trials after suffering an adductor injury in May, ending his bid for a third-straight Olympic appearance. Centrowitz's injury will cost him a shot at his fourth and final Olympics.
Injuries were a central story at the U.S. gymnastics trials in Minneapolis, where Shilese Jones and Skye Blakely entered the event as favorites to earn Olympic berths. Jones, a six-time medalist at world championships, injured her leg while practicing a vault during warm-ups before the first day of competition. Blakely tore her right Achilles' tendon two days before the women's competition began. Contender Kayla DiCello also suffered a competition-ending injury. Their absences give the U.S. a much lower scoring ceiling in Paris, though the Americans are still favored to win gold.
Gymnast Oksana Chusovitina, an eight-time Olympian from Uzbekistan, will miss Paris, too. The 49-year-old had competed in every Summer Games dating back to 1992, but that streak will end after she suffered an injury during podium training for the Asian Gymnastics Championships.
"You see somebody else getting hurt, you're like: 'What the heck? Am I next or what?'" said Laurent Landi, coach of star gymnasts Simone Biles and Jordan Chiles, of the injuries during trials.
The Australian women's soccer team held out hope that captain Sam Kerr could recover in time for Olympic selection, but she will miss the competition after suffering an ACL injury in January with her club team Chelsea.
U.S. women's national team legend Alex Morgan was left off new coach Emma Hayes's roster for Paris just before her 35th birthday. Hayes announced on July 12 that forward Catarina Macario, Kerr's teammate at Chelsea, also will miss the Summer Games because of "minor knee irritation."
The U.S. men's basketball team replaced six-time all-star Kawhi Leonard, who had been working back from a knee injury, with Boston Celtics guard Derrick White on Wednesday.
David Taylor, a 2020 Olympic gold medalist and three-time world champion wrestler, will miss out after he was upset by Aaron Brooks during April's Olympic trials.
Tennis stars Aryna Sabalenka and Ons Jabeur said they did not want to switch between the grass courts at Wimbledon to the clay courts at Paris's Roland Garros this month, with the hard-court season in North America on the horizon.
"We [and my medical team] have decided that the quick change of surface and the body's adaptation required would put my knee at risk and jeopardize the rest of my season," Jabeur, a three-time Olympian, wrote last month on X.
So, what about the garden incident?
That involved British cyclist Katie Archibald, who won gold medals at the past two Olympics.
"I tripped over a step in the garden and managed to, somehow, dislocate my ankle; break my tibia and fibula; and rip two ligaments off the bone," Archibald wrote last month on Instagram. "What the heck."
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The cardboard Olympic beds aren't 'anti-sex.' But are they comfy?
The cardboard beds in the Paris Olympic Village are touted as both sustainable and recyclable. But do athletes like them?
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-07-25

A cardboard bed in an athlete's room at the Olympic Village in Paris. (VCG/Getty Images)


When athletes arrived at the Paris Olympic Village, a few immediately noted a decor choice in their otherwise sparse rooms: a cardboard bed frame.
"There is always a lot of talk about the beds in the Olympic Village, so here is what they look like!" British springboard diver Tom Daley wrote on Instagram, alongside a video displaying the digs. The bed, composed of cardboard boxes, resembles someone's porch after a late night of online shopping.
While a cardboard bed doesn't sound particularly comfortable, only the bed frame is made out of the material. A regular mattress and a mattress topper rest atop the cardboard foundation, with a Paris 2024 Olympic duvet finishing the look. So it's not like the athletes are actually sleeping directly on heavy paper.
"I've had a ton of people asking me if the beds are really cardboard, and the answer is yes and no" Evy Leibfarth, a Team USA canoeist, said on TikTok. "They're definitely mostly cardboard, but we're, like, sleeping on a mattress. We're not sleeping on, like, something super hard."
This isn't the first Olympics with cardboard bed frames -- the furniture made its debut in Tokyo in 2021, where it drew similar attention from athletes and onlookers. That's also when the beds got the infamous -- and inaccurate -- reputation of being "anti-sex." Rumors circulated that the beds were constructed with cardboard to prevent athletes from getting intimate with one another and potentially spreading covid.
But the beds can withstand vigorous activity, as multiple athletes have demonstrated on social media by jumping, somersaulting and otherwise showing their physical prowess atop the cardboard frames. For the second Olympics in a row, Irish gymnast Rhys McClenaghan posted a video of himself performing a "rigorous" test of the beds' strength, and once again the cardboard was sturdy enough to pass. He called the "anti-sex" nickname "fake, fake news!"
The cardboard bed frames were designed with sustainability, rather than chastity, in mind. "The organizing committee was thinking about recyclable items, and the bed was one of the ideas," Takashi Kitajima, the general manager of the Tokyo Athletes Village, told the Associated Press in 2020. The beds can hold 200 kilograms of weight, per Kitajima, which is about 440 pounds. After the games, the frames could be recycled into paper products.
The organizers of the Paris Olympics, who have promised to keep emissions from the event historically low, adopted the bed frame design. "These are the famous Tokyo 2020 beds that made it to Paris 2024," a TikTok posted by the official Olympics account earlier this month states. "These sustainable beds are 100 percent made in France and will be fully recycled in France after the Games."
And athletes who want to make the beds better suit their sleeping preferences have some options, including adjusting the firmness and extending the length.
U.S. swimmer Katie Ledecky is satisfied with the beds: "I've slept well the last two nights, so I have no complaints."
But Angelica Delgado, a U.S. judo athlete, had a less ringing endorsement: "The cardboard beds are a bit stiff, but it's okay."
Some athletes opted to modify the beds. The U.S. women's water polo team said they received new mattress toppers, as did members of the U.S. women's gymnastics team.
"We're getting mattress tops today, Hallelujah, so we'll sleep a little better" says Cecile Landi, coach of gymnasts Simone Biles and Jordan Chiles. "It's a little hard, not going to lie."
Adam Kilgore, Dave Sheinin, Dan Zak and Emily Giambalvo contributed to this report.
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Olympic men's soccer opened with a match that devolved into chaos
After Argentina tied the score late, some Morocco fans entered the field, prompting a lengthy delay. Two hours later, with the stadium cleared and the tying goal overturned on review, Morocco got the win.
By Des Bieler | 2024-07-25

A fan gets chased after running onto the field late in a match between Argentina and Morocco in Saint-Etienne, France. (Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images)


The opening match of the Paris Olympics for the Argentina men's soccer team began Wednesday with loud booing during its national anthem and ended almost four hours later with an upset loss to Morocco.
That was nothing compared to what happened in between, when confusion and chaos reigned.
"The biggest circus I have ever seen in my life," Argentina Coach Javier Mascherano said of a match interrupted for more than 90 minutes after a horde of fans ran onto the field.
The controversial nature of the contest, staged in Saint-Etienne, France, began at the end of regulation. With Morocco holding a 2-1 lead, officials tacked on 15 minutes of stoppage time, an unusually large amount. Allowed to play on past that limit, Argentina swarmed the Morocco net and scored a last-gasp, tying goal in the 16th minute of added time.
While Argentine players and fans erupted in jubilation, some Morocco fans pelted the field with debris. Players for Argentina were shown on the telecast flinching at an object that produced smoke, and Mascherano later said firecrackers were thrown at his team.
The unruly scene intensified when some fans ran onto the field, prompting security staffers to chase down and tackle them.

Morocco's Abde Ezzalzouli is followed by fans on the field during Wednesday's match vs. Argentina. (Tullio M. Puglia/Getty Images)


At that point, American viewers were informed that the match had ended in a 2-2 draw. However, it turned out that officials decided three more minutes would be played -- but only after the stadium was cleared.
When players for Argentina and Morocco eventually returned to the field in front of empty stands, officials then used a much-delayed VAR review to determine that the fateful goal would be disallowed on an offside call. Argentina failed to score in the few minutes it had left, and the two-time Olympic champion fell, 2-1, in one of the first soccer matches of the Games.
Watching from afar, Argentina great Lionel Messi was moved to post "Insolito" -- "Unbelievable" -- on his Instagram account.
The match's bizarre outcome continued a turbulent stretch for Argentina men's soccer in the wake of its senior team's recent triumph at Copa America. During a victory in the final over Colombia, Messi was injured and appeared to shed tears after he was taken off the field, and on a team bus sometime afterward, Argentina players were recorded engaging in a chant that disparaged players of African heritage on the France men's team.
The fallout from that chant, shared on social media last week by Argentina midfielder Enzo Fernandez -- who subsequently issued an apology -- appeared to play a role in the reception given Wednesday to the nation's Olympic squad, which is primarily composed of under-23 players. As those players stood arm-in-arm for their national anthem before the Morocco match, many fans at the stadium let their displeasure be heard with booing, jeering and whistling. Fans also booed Argentina rugby sevens players on Wednesday, per reports at the scene, ahead of a match against Kenya at Stade de France.
Mascherano, who as a player helped Argentina win Olympic gold in 2004 and 2008, also revealed Wednesday that one of his players had some valuable possessions stolen while at a training session.
Of the unexpected -- and much-delayed -- continuation of the match following the pitch invasion, Mascherano said: "They told us it ended 2-2. Even Morocco didn't want to play."

Morocco's Achraf Hakimi and teammates celebrate their victory. (Arnaud Finistre/AFP/Getty Images)
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Before confirming Salt Lake City 2034, IOC members push back on USADA
In an apparently coordinated effort, members respond to criticism of WADA's handling of Chinese swimmers' positive tests.  
By Les Carpenter | 2024-07-25

International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach displays the name of Salt Lake City at Wednesday's official announcement. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- The International Olympic Committee long had determined that Salt Lake City would be the host of the 2034 Winter Olympics, but as the full membership met Wednesday morning to give formal approval, some IOC members pushed back against attacks from the United States against the World Anti-Doping Agency.
In what appeared to be a coordinated effort led by President Thomas Bach, several IOC members said Salt Lake City should be approved only under the condition that U.S. criticism of WADA end. Acrimony between U.S. anti-doping authorities and their global counterparts has escalated since revelations in April that 23 Chinese swimmers tested positive for the banned substance trimetazidine at the end of 2020 yet the results were never so much as identified publicly. The following year, 13 of those swimmers competed in the Tokyo Olympics and won several medals, including three golds.
The IOC eventually did award Salt Lake City the 2034 Olympics by an 83-6 vote, but only after inserting a clause in the contract that permits the organization to pull back the Games if, as its news release said, "the supreme authority of the World Anti-Doping Agency in the fight against doping is not fully respected or if the application of the World Anti-Doping Code is hindered or undermined."
Later, Fraser Bullock, CEO of the Salt Lake-Utah Committee for the Games, said the contract, with its amendment, had already been signed by the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee, Utah Gov. Spencer J. Cox (R) and the IOC before the IOC members began Wednesday's debate.
The criticism from IOC members and Bach seemed directed at Travis Tygart, the president of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, even though Tygart was not mentioned by name. Tygart, who has battled ferociously with WADA officials over the Chinese cases, has encouraged U.S. law enforcement departments and Congress to look into the matter. Last month, Tygart and swimming legend Michael Phelps told the House Committee on Energy and Commerce's oversight and investigations subcommittee that they worry about the future of the Olympics if such cases aren't pursued with more vigor.
"WADA was accused by some stakeholder representatives and media of the worst possible thing an anti-doping agency could have happen: that it covers up cases of anti-doping," IOC member Ingmar De Vos said at Wednesday's session.
Later, he added, "We need to understand where [the criticism] is going in the future and where it will end."
Wednesday afternoon, Tygart responded with a statement that said, in part: "It is shocking to see the IOC itself stooping to threats in an apparent effort to silence those seeking answers to what are now known as facts. It seems more apparent than ever that WADA violated the rules and needs accountability and reform to truly be the global watchdog that clean athletes need."
WADA and USADA have verbally battled for years over allegations from Tygart that WADA isn't strong enough on doping issues. But the IOC generally has stayed away from the fight, which is what made Wednesday's move by IOC members such a surprise. At a Wednesday news conference, USOPC and Salt Lake City executives tried to downplay the IOC members' comments by saying U.S. government agencies, WADA and the IOC all want to eliminate doping.
The New York Times has reported the FBI and Justice Department have opened investigations of the Chinese swimmer case, though no such inquiries have been acknowledged publicly. Passed by Congress five years ago, the Rodchenkov Act allows for criminal investigations of anti-doping issues by U.S. authorities, something global Olympic and anti-doping leaders have found unsettling.
After the news conference, Cox said the IOC's concern was "a subpoena issued to a member of WADA when they were in the United States."
A WADA spokesman said none of its officials have been served a subpoena, but earlier this month World Aquatics told several media agencies that its executive director had been subpoenaed by U.S. investigators.
In a joint statement issued later Wednesday, Energy and Commerce committee chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) and ranking Democrat Frank Pallone Jr. of New Jersey said: "It speaks volumes that the IOC would demand a one-sided contract condition to protect WADA rather than work together to ensure it is fulfilling its mission to protect clean sport. The eyes of the world are about to turn toward the Paris Olympics where athletes should be able to compete on a level playing field, but unfortunately these reports cast further doubt on WADA."
Thursday morning, Gene Sykes, the USOPC president and CEO who also was elected an IOC member the day before, said he doesn't see the amendment being used against Salt Lake City.
"I think the temperatures between WADA and USADA as reflected in the statements that go back and forth between the two of them are, unfortunately, just too emotional," Sykes said when asked if signing the amended IOC contract represented taking sides against Tygart. "And that won't be healthy if that's the basis for some dialogue between them. And so we hope that they'll find a way of conducting that interaction in a less dramatic way. And we'll try t0 help."
The feuding overshadowed what otherwise was a day of celebration for Salt Lake City, which will host the Games for the second time this century. Because so much of the area's arenas and ski areas from the 2002 Winter Games have been so well-maintained, Salt Lake City long has been seen as an obvious selection for another Olympics.
Late last year, the IOC's future host commission chose Salt Lake City for 2034, essentially making Wednesday's vote a rubber stamp. Similarly, the IOC also approved the French Alps bid for the 2030 Games, contingent on the French government guaranteeing funding that has been held up by recent elections.
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Led by Simone Biles, this U.S. team is in Paris for redemption 
Biles's struggles in the Tokyo gymnastics competition derailed the Americans. How does she look in Paris? 'Perfect.'
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-07-25

Simone Biles practices on the balance beam on Thursday. Biles is returning to the Olympic stage after her dramatic exit in Tokyo. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


PARIS -- The arena is mostly empty. The gymnastics competition has yet to begin. But Simone Biles has already delivered a jaw-dropping performance.
During a quiet training session here Thursday, the U.S. star launched her body off the vault, reaching a height no other woman can match, then flipped twice in a pike position. It's the hardest vault in women's gymnastics, and Biles planted her feet into the mat, not taking even a tiny step.
When describing that vault, Coach Cecile Landi said: "Perfect. We would take this one in a heartbeat."
This vault lasted just a few seconds of one practice before Sunday's qualifying round, but soon each of Biles's flights will highlight the competition. When Biles executes one of these wildly difficult elements, it's a reminder of her dominance, and of why massive expectations follow her everywhere.
In Paris, the spotlight will be perhaps brighter than ever. Biles has been consistently excellent over the past two seasons, but the last time she performed on the Olympic stage, a disorienting mental block derailed her performances, and she withdrew from several events.
Three years later, she's back at the Games, and after the U.S. team finished a strong training session, Landi said, "We're all breathing a little bit better right now." All of the U.S. gymnasts declined interviews after Thursday's practice.
This team of five American women includes four gymnasts who competed at the Tokyo Games. As soon as they earned spots on this year's team, they began referring to these Games as their "redemption tour."
"Honestly, we've been talking about it for the past three years -- all of us," Jade Carey said after the Olympic trials. "Not a single one of us had the whole experience that we wanted."
Biles's struggle was the most severe: In the team final, she felt lost in the air during her vault and didn't complete her intended number of twists. She cited a dangerous mental block, known in gymnastics as "the twisties," that emerged amid the pressure she faced during those Games. Biles withdrew from the team final after the first rotation, then opted out of the all-around vault, bars and floor finals. She returned for beam, changed her dismount to one that didn't require twisting and earned a bronze medal.
Carey finally gets to fully be part of the U.S. team. She earned an individual berth in Tokyo and didn't contribute to the team score. She had to wear a different leotard during the training session and the qualifying round -- a visible reminder of how her role differed from the others. Carey won the floor gold medal but tripped as she approached the springboard in the vault final. She had entered as a medal contender but had to bail out of the skill and finished in last place.
Jordan Chiles, who trains alongside Biles, headed into the last Olympics with consistency as her strength. But in Tokyo, she struggled on bars and beam in the qualifying round, then fell on floor in the team final. She didn't advance to any individual finals.
Sunisa Lee won the coveted all-around gold, but she was disappointed with a bronze on bars, her signature event. In Paris, Lee said, she wants to win gold on beam and with the team. She admitted that on bars, she just wants a medal, citing how strong Algeria's Kaylia Nemour has been on that apparatus. China's Qiu Qiyuan, the reigning world champion, also is excellent. Lee dealt with kidney-related health issues last year, but she has steadily progressed and upped the difficulty of her routines.
To ease the stress of competition, Biles, 27, reminds the group that "our normal is enough," Carey said.

Simone Biles, Jordan Chiles, Jade Carey, Hezly Rivera and Sunisa Lee take a selfie with coaches Laurent Landi, left, and Cecile Landi on Thursday. (Jamie Squire/Getty Images)


The fans who watch gymnastics just every four years last saw Biles struggling in Tokyo. They watched her vault go awry and how she exited the arena, returning only to cheer on her teammates. They didn't see her at national-level competitions over the past two years as she held steady through complex routines. They didn't see her at world championships last fall, when she won four gold medals and won silver. Biles said recently that she knows her critics will continue to ask: "Oh my gosh, are you going to quit again?"
"Everybody probably looks at the team as, 'Okay, they went to Tokyo and this, this and this happened. And what are they going to do here in Paris?'" Biles said after the Olympic trials. "But for us, I know we're stronger than what we showed in Tokyo."
Carey could medal on vault and floor. Lee is a contender on bars and beam. Chiles could challenge Carey for a spot in the floor final or Lee for a chance to compete for an all-around medal. Similar to three years ago, Biles has the potential to win five gold medals -- in the team and all-around competitions, as well as on vault, beam and floor.
All four of the veterans can lean on their experience; in addition to Biles's 37 world and Olympic medals, the other three athletes have combined to earn 18. Hezly Rivera is the lone newcomer, and she is "a breath of fresh air," Landi said, referencing the 16-year-old's wide-eyed enjoyment of the Olympic experience. Nobody will endure more pressure than Biles, but it helps that she's surrounded by gymnasts with whom she's competed for years and ones who share the same objective: Accomplish what they did not in Tokyo.
"We all have more to give," Biles said. "And our Tokyo performances weren't the best. We weren't under the best circumstances either. But I feel like we have a lot of weight on our shoulders to go out there and prove that we're better athletes."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-25
PARIS SUMMER OLYMPICS
5 a.m. Women's handball, Group B: Netherlands vs. Angola >>> USA Network
8 a.m. Men's rugby, pool play >>> USA Network
11 a.m. Women's soccer, Group C: Spain vs. Japan >>> USA Network
1 p.m. Women's handball, Group B: Hungary vs. France >>> USA Network
3 p.m. Women's soccer, Group B: United States vs. Zambia >>> USA Network
MLB
Noon San Diego at Washington >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
Noon Baltimore at Miami >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
3 p.m. Tampa Bay at Toronto >>> MLB Network
7 p.m. Atlanta at New York Mets >>> MLB Network
10 p.m. Oakland at Los Angeles Angels >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
GOLF
7:30 a.m. Senior British Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
3:30 p.m. PGA Tour: 3M Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
6:30 p.m. LPGA Tour: CPKC Women's Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 32, second leg: Palestino at Cuiaba >>> BeIN Sports
7 p.m. Concacaf under-20 men's championship, Group A: Cuba vs. Jamaica >>> Fox Sports 1
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 32, second leg: LDU Quitoat Always Ready >>> BeIN Sports
10 p.m. Concacaf under-20 men's championship, Group A: United States vs. Costa Rica >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Atlanta Open, early rounds; Austrian Open and Croatia Open, quarterfinals; WTA: Iasi Open and Prague Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
7 p.m. ATP: Atlanta Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S LACROSSE
5 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Moreno vs. Team Read >>> ESPNU
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL, REGION TOURNAMENTS
10 a.m. Southeast: Virginia vs. Florida >>> ESPN
Noon New England: Connecticut vs. Massachusetts >>> ESPN
1:45 p.m. Central: Indiana vs. TBD >>> ESPN
3:30 p.m. Southwest: Texas West vs. New Mexico >>> ESPN
5:15 p.m. Northwest: Montana vs. Washington >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Mid-Atlantic: New York vs. Maryland >>> ESPN
8:45 p.m. West: Hawaii vs. TBD >>> ESPN
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Nationals' Josiah Gray undergoes Tommy John surgery
Gray, one of the key prospects acquired three years ago in the deal that sent Max Scherzer and Trea Turner to the Dodgers, faces an extended recovery.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-07-25

Right-hander Josiah Gray faces "a long road back" after undergoing surgery to repair a torn UCL on Wednesday. (Nick Cammett/For The Washington Post)


Washington Nationals' right-hander Josiah Gray underwent Tommy John surgery -- including an internal brace procedure -- on Wednesday and is expected to miss the rest of this season and likely most of next, Manager Dave Martinez said after the team's 12-3 loss to the San Diego Padres.
Keith Meister performed the procedure to repair a partial tear of Gray's ulnar collateral ligament in Arlington, Tex. Martinez said he spoke with Gray, 26, before Wednesday's game and the pitcher was in good spirits.
Gray said last week it was uncertain whether he would need the internal brace procedure or Tommy John, which has a longer recovery time. Ultimately, he needed both.
"He's got a long road, he knows that," Martinez said. "But knowing him, he's going to work really hard to get back."
Gray arrived in Washington at the trade deadline three years ago as one of the headline prospects (along with catcher Keibert Ruiz) in the deal that sent Max Scherzer and Trea Turner to the Dodgers. After early struggles, Gray made massive strides in the first half of 2023 and was selected to the All-Star Game. He then earned the nod of Opening Day starter in Cincinnati this season.
Gray made just two starts this season, pitching to a 14.04 ERA before landing on the injured list in April.
Thus began a lengthy rehabilitation process with what was first believed to be a strained right flexor muscle. It took until June 9 for Gray to make the first of five rehab starts. And though he pitched well across starts No. 2, 3 and 4, a dip in velocity in his June 30 outing with Class AAA Rochester -- in what could have been his final rehab start -- prompted a closer look from the organization. Immediately thereafter, the Nationals shut him down and sought another medical opinion, ultimately waiting until the all-star break to seek an MRI.
He is expected to remain around the team as he rehabs.
"Hopefully he comes out of it and he'll be a big part of us later on next year," Martinez said.
The last Nationals starter to receiver Tommy John was righty Cade Cavalli in March 2023. He has yet to make his MLB return.
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Padres rough up Mitchell Parker and hammer the Nats again 
After a first half that exceeded expectations, the grind of a 162-game season could be catching up with the Nationals' young pitching staff.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-07-25

Nationals infielder Ildemaro Vargas makes a sprawling catch to cap a scoreless inning on the mound at the tail end of a 12-3 loss to the Padres, a bit of levity amid another dreary loss. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


The season's first half was rosy enough that one could be forgiven for looking past the warning label stamped on the Washington Nationals' pitching staff. For as promising as the team's young core has looked at times, the grind of a full season is unforgiving, with its history of swallowing pitchers whole in the nascent years of their careers.
In Wednesday night's 12-3 loss to the San Diego Padres, the grind claimed Nationals left-hander Mitchell Parker. What did the grind look like? It looked like Parker's sleeve, which he used to wipe sweat from his forehead throughout a 31-pitch first inning. It looked like a quick glance toward the bullpen on his walk back to the dugout to see that his night was, indeed, done after he allowed six earned runs on seven hits and three walks in three innings.
For the Nationals (47-55), it also looked like another series loss. The only emotional reprieve came with a bit of levity in the ninth when 33-year-old utility infielder Ildemaro Vargas pitched a scoreless inning, ending the frame by stabbing a 91.4-mph comebacker (much to the delight of Vargas and the dwindling crowd of 23,323 at Nationals Park).
If there was desperation by the end, the beginning brought optimism -- and runs. Lane Thomas and Jesse Winker, staples in the heart of the order as well as in trade rumors, had back-to-back singles to give the Nationals a first-inning lead. Juan Yepez, who was brought up from Class AAA Rochester on July 5 and has a 1.043 OPS since, then hit a two-run homer to make it 3-0. And thus ended the run-producing part of the Nationals' night.
"We've played them tough, outside of today. I feel like we've been in every game," Winker said. "It's a good team. Sometimes you just have to tip your hat. They did everything tonight."
For the third time in seven games, the Nationals' starter didn't make it to the fourth inning. Two of those starts belong to Parker. In the 95 games that preceded this stretch, it had happened once.
"It sucks," Parker said. "It's not in the game plan. Not how we envisioned it going. Just sucks."
A month ago, the Nationals' starting rotation had a 3.82 ERA, which placed it in the top half of MLB. Over the past month, their ERA is 5.74, the worst in baseball. Parker was the model of consistency during his first 12 starts, when he conceded three or fewer runs in each outing and posted a 3.06 ERA. In the six starts since, his ERA is 7.48.
"When he got ahead, he got guys out," Manager Dave Martinez said. "When he didn't get ahead, everybody got on base."
The staff fatigue as a whole has not gone unnoticed by Martinez. MacKenzie Gore, 25, is 361/3 innings from his career high; Jake Irvin, 27, is 201/3 away; DJ Herz, 23, has never topped 951/3 innings and is already at 752/3 between Rochester and Washington. Parker is 242/3 innings away from his career high. The only starter to see his ERA improve during this stretch is 35-year-old Patrick Corbin, who has pitched nearly 2,000 innings in the majors.
"It's different, but it's something you've got to get used to," Parker said of the MLB schedule's toll. "Hopefully it's going to happen for a long time, so I just have to adjust and figure things out. Luckily, there's enough guys here to ask questions that have done it for a lot longer than I have."
Parker's regression cannot be blamed solely on fatigue. His stuff at the top of the strike zone, which once seemed nearly untouchable, has not held up. Martinez said the Nationals will have Parker throw a bullpen session in the next few days to address mechanical issues.
After a scoreless first, Parker found trouble in the second, yielding a two-run single to Luis Arraez. Parker has left more pitches over the middle of the plate during his recent stretch, and Jurickson Profar took advantage after Arraez's single, blasting a two-run homer that gave the Padres (54-50) a 4-3 lead. Even Parker's splitter, a pitch that has mostly held up, was smoked by Kyle Higashioka for a double that keyed a two-run third and ended Parker's night.
"With the extra rest, everything felt good," Parker said. "That's why it's even more frustrating. I was hoping to go out there and eat up a couple of innings for us and keep us in a ballgame, and it's not how it worked out."
Jordan Weems replaced Parker in the fourth but offered little relief, yielding five runs -- highlighted by a triple from Jackson Merrill, the standout rookie from Severna Park who finished a home run shy of the cycle -- to raise his ERA to 6.59. Jacob Barnes entered for the fifth and allowed another run.
"After a point with him, he just gets in his head, tries to overthrow," Martinez said of Weems. "When situations like that arise, you just got to focus on that very pitch and don't worry about the outcome."
Notes: The Nationals signed catcher Caleb Lomavita, the No. 39 pick in the draft. Their only picks who have not signed are New Jersey high school shortstop Luke Dickerson (second round), Florida State righty Yoel Tejeda Jr. (14th round) and Florida third baseman Colby Shelton (20th). The deadline to sign picks is 5 p.m. Aug. 1.
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Jayden Daniels is splitting reps as training camp starts, but that won't last
Coach Dan Quinn preaches the virtues of competition, but it already seems clear that the rookie quarterback will be the Commanders' Week 1 starter.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-07-24

Rookie Jayden Daniels throws on the first day of Washington Commanders training camp. (Luis M. Alvarez/AP) 


Even though Jayden Daniels split first-team reps with Marcus Mariota on Wednesday, the first day of Washington Commanders training camp, it's still clear the team is not holding a real quarterback "competition" this summer.
It's more accurate to say it is Daniels's job to lose and that first-year coach Dan Quinn, who arrived preaching the virtues of competition, seems to be calling it a "competition" because he feels compelled to make every player compete for everything -- no exceptions.
So Daniels -- barring injury or major regression -- is expected to start the season opener. The next questions: Will splitting reps slow his ability to build rapport with offensive teammates? And how long will he share time with Mariota before Quinn officially names the rookie the starter?
For now, splitting reps will slow offensive cohesion "for some people more than others," right tackle Andrew Wylie said, but he noted the team has nearly seven weeks before its Week 1 opener at Tampa Bay on Sept. 8.
The quarterback rotation isn't a big deal, added star wide receiver Terry McLaurin, who has caught passes from 11 quarterbacks in his five-year career.
"I've been able to adapt," he said with a sort of verbal shrug. "It just forces everybody to communicate a little bit more."
During their first practice, the Commanders focused on the red zone, and Daniels was clearly the team's best quarterback. He showed confidence and crispness with tight-window throws and dropped a beautiful lob into the back right corner of the end zone for running back Brian Robinson Jr. Daniels rarely used his legs to escape trouble and did not throw an interception.
McLaurin was impressed by Daniels's ball placement on one short "hitch" route, which he said is usually difficult to complete when a defensive back has help behind him and can play tighter coverage without having to worry about getting beaten down the field.
In this case, Daniels's throw was low and away, which may have looked awkward because it forced McLaurin to twist backward to make the catch, but the receiver thought it was perfect because only he could make a play on it.
Afterward, McLaurin said, he and Daniels talked about how the throw could have been delivered high to his outside shoulder as well.
"He just has a natural feel for [ball placement], and you can see it by the way he operates," McLaurin said. "It's not always going to be perfect, but just to have that mindset ... I'm expecting that now. So, when I come out of my routes, I have a good idea where he is going to put it."

First-year coach Dan Quinn is leading Commanders training camp. (Luis M. Alvarez/AP) 


The team started with red-zone work, Quinn said, because condensed spacing allows players to ramp up slowly and forces them to make quicker decisions. That's why, he said, the coaching staff won't grade the tape solely on completions.
"What was the decision-making process that went along with it?" said Quinn, who spoke before practice. "It is the time that you have to push yourself to see if you can make some plays. ... If you never push those boundaries to see what you are capable of, you'll never know how far you can take it in a game. Because you certainly don't want to be risk averse where you're so tight that you don't want to make a play. But there also has to be the balance."
The lack of competition between Daniels and Mariota does not mean the Commanders are without a quarterback battle. Jeff Driskel and undrafted rookie Sam Hartman seem to be fighting for the third spot, which in the dog days of summer might not seem important but is certainly something the new regime cares about.
Two seasons ago, General Manager Adam Peters was in San Francisco's front office when injuries to the top two quarterbacks forced the 49ers to use running back Christian McCaffrey as a wildcat quarterback in the NFC championship game.
On Wednesday, Driskel was ahead of Hartman in reps. It's unclear whether the team will keep its third quarterback on the active roster or the practice squad. But it's clear what will happen at the top of the depth chart.
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What to know about the NBA and WNBA's new TV and streaming deal
The deals, worth $76 billion over 11 years, keep the NBA Finals on ESPN and ABC, add Amazon and NBC and drop TNT. But TNT's parent company might sue. 
By Ben Strauss | 2024-07-25

The NBA and WNBA struck a massive new rights deal with Disney, NBC and Amazon, ensuring an influx of cash into the leagues. (Maddie Meyer/Getty Images) 


The NBA and WNBA on Wednesday announced a slew of media rights deals worth around $76 billion over 11 years that will keep the NBA Finals on ESPN and ABC while adding new partners in Amazon and NBC.
But there could be complications. Warner Bros. Discovery, which owns longtime NBA partner TNT Sports, informed the league this week that it exercised what it believes to be matching rights for the Amazon deal. The league rejected that match, and a legal fight could loom. Still, the NBA is pushing ahead.
The agreements, which are set to begin after next season, amount to an incredible windfall for the leagues and are expected to lead to the first $100 million annual salaries in American sports. Here's everything you need to know.
Disney-owned ESPN and ABC will continue to broadcast the largest package of NBA games, including the NBA Finals and one conference finals series most years. More than 20 regular season games will appear on ABC -- usually on Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons -- and ESPN and ABC will broadcast all five Christmas games.
But the league will have two new partners: Amazon and NBC, which will alternate broadcasting the other conference finals each year. During the regular season, NBC's Peacock streaming platform will exclusively broadcast games on Monday night, while NBC will air the All-Star Game and dozens more games on Sunday and Tuesday nights. Amazon will broadcast games Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights and also will air at least one game on Black Friday and the NBA's in-season tournament. Amazon also will distribute the play-in tournament games in the postseason.
NBC will be an NBA partner for the first time since it aired games throughout the 1990s, when its theme song, "Roundball Rock," and Michael Jordan's heyday were part of a golden age for the league. Amazon continues its push into live sports to help its burgeoning ads business after landing the NFL's "Thursday Night Football" two years ago.
As for fans, they will now need a cable package and subscriptions to ESPN Plus, Peacock and Amazon Prime to watch NBA games.
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
The WNBA, amid the league's exploding popularity and TV ratings, is set to receive $2.2 billion over 11 years, according to a person familiar with the figures. The NBA negotiated this deal on behalf of both the WNBA and NBA. The amount represents a substantial increase from the current media deals for the league, which are valued at around $60 million per season, and will help the WNBA increase player salaries and put the league and its teams on better financial footing.
There are two additional WNBA packages, currently on Ion and CBS, that will be negotiated later this year and are expected to raise the total value of the WNBA's broadcast rights.
The WNBA Finals will rotate among NBC networks, ESPN/ABC and Amazon. The deal calls for at least 25 regular season games on Disney platforms each season, at least 50 on NBC platforms and at least 30 on Amazon's Prime Video.
Big bucks. Disney is paying nearly double the amount of its previous deal, up to $2.6 billion per year from $1.4 billion. NBC will pay $2.5 billion and Amazon around $1.8 billion each year. The staggering amounts are far above the national TV deals for Major League Baseball ($1.9 billion per year) and the NHL ($625 million) though still behind the NFL., which nets more than $10 billion per year.
The NBA's regular season TV ratings have declined by some 30 percent over the past 10 years, which caused some media prognosticators to question how much the NBA would be able to collect in its new deals. But those dips don't look so bad compared with entertainment television. According to Sportico, the four broadcast networks lost 80 percent of their prime-time viewers in the 18-to-49 age demographic over the same period.
In a continually fragmenting media landscape, the NBA is leaning heavily on broadcast TV, with NBC and ABC, and streaming while moving away from cable. The league took advantage of traditional media companies squeezing what they can out of the old models of distribution and streaming platforms that want to use live sports to draw new subscribers.
The Amazon piece of the deal isn't buttoned up because TNT remains a wild card. TNT Sports believes it has the right to match Amazon's portion of the deal and informed the NBA it was doing so this week. The NBA rejected TNT's matching attempt, saying TNT failed to explicitly match the terms of the deal.
Warner can now mull its options, including suing the league. One thing is certain: There will be lawyers and a lot of billable hours. "We have matched the Amazon offer, as we have a contractual right to do, and do not believe the NBA can reject it," TNT Sports said in a statement Wednesday, adding, "We think they have grossly misinterpreted our contractual rights with respect to the 2025-26 season and beyond, and we will take appropriate action."
If Warner's quest to hang on to the NBA is unsuccessful, it will save billions but will still need to find programming that ensures cable providers still pay a premium price to carry TNT. The network has signed smaller deals to broadcast the French Open and Big East college basketball in coming years and has sub-licensed multiple College Football Playoff games from ESPN.
Sir Charles is arguably the best-known sports broadcaster in the country. He joined TNT after he retired from the NBA and has been with the network for more than 20 years. If TNT's legal challenges don't net the network any NBA games, he will have one more season left on TNT's "Inside the NBA." He has said he will retire after that, but he has threatened retirement before and almost certainly will get a few offers from the NBA's other media partners.
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How to watch the Olympics on streaming, social media and cable
NBC's streaming service Peacock costs more now, but it's also getting some useful tools for Olympics fans.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-07-25

A giant TV screen sits in the Athletes' Village for the Paris 2024 Olympics in Saint-Denis, France, on July 18. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


The Summer Olympics are back, and rights-holder NBC is going big compared to past games.
First, it's creating more content. The 2024 Summer Olympics will come with more programming hours on NBC than ever before, the company says. Second, it's beefing up Peacock, NBC's online streaming app, to include all NBC programming -- a first for the Summer Games -- and a variety of personalized recommendation tools. And, like most other streaming services, Peacock has raised its price to $7.99 a month, up from $4.99 at the last Winter Games. (If you want to watch with minimal ads, you'll need Premium Plus at $13.99 a month.)
It's a vote of confidence in the popularity of the games after relatively few people tuned in for the 2022 Opening Ceremonies and French citizens spent months protesting disruptions tied to the games, including police forcing unhoused people to stop sleeping in some public spaces.
Wondering where to find Olympic events and coverage on TV, streaming and social media? Here's an easy rundown of your options -- and if you want a quick answer, just subscribe to Peacock.
Yes, you can watch live events, on-demand replays and the Opening Ceremonies on Peacock. There's no free trial that you can start and then cancel after the Olympics, unfortunately, and unlike the last winter games there's no free Olympics content.
Xfinity internet or TV customers can pay $15 a month for a streaming bundle that includes Peacock, Netflix and Apple TV Plus. (Subscribers to grocery delivery app Instacart's premium tier get Peacock at no additional cost.)
Peacock has added multiple features that should make life easier for casual and intense viewers alike. If you're an enthusiast keeping tabs on multiple events, try what Peacock is calling Discovery Multiview, a four-way split screen that lets you watch in tandem. If you're interested in the games but not sure where to start, use Peacock's Olympic Hub to build a schedule of your favorite sports.
If you want to know everything about everything, check out "Gold Zone," a live show streaming 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Eastern time every day showing the most interesting moments from concurrent events. Then there's Peacock's experiment with AI-generated narration -- the "Your Daily Olympic Recap" tool provides a personalized playlist of recaps and highlights from the previous day, overdubbed with the AI-generated voice of Emmy-winning announcer Al Michaels. NBC said the AI commentary will match Michaels's "signature expertise and elocution." We'll see if they pull it off.
You can try -- streaming services have been cracking down on the rampant account-sharing that had you using your college boyfriend's Netflix account years after he dumped you. Peacock, for one, says it only allows three streams from the same account.
The International Olympic Committee, NBC and individual sports teams run YouTube accounts, where many post teasers or updates during the Games. If you cast the free YouTube app to your TV, you could watch hours of recaps and highlights free.
For full events, you'll need to subscribe to YouTube TV, the platform's cable alternative. The price tag is $72.99 a month, with a five-day free trial. This gives you access to NBC channels.
Yes -- a variety of cable alternatives or "cord-cutter services" have popped up to replace traditional cable. The prices vary, as do the channels they offer, so make sure to check whether a given provider carries your favorites. To watch the Olympics, you'll need one or more NBC channels.
The most affordable option appears to be Sling TV at $45 a month for its "blue" package with NBC channels. Other choices -- including Hulu+Live TV, Fubo and DirecTV Stream -- all cost about the same at $75 to $80 a month, but their perks and offerings differ. The price of cord-cutting services has gone up almost across the board since the Winter Olympics.
Roku users can access any of these subscriptions through their device. And NBC is offering two 24-hour Olympics channels -- Paris Extra 1 and Paris Extra 2 -- for cord-cutter subscribers.
If you already pay for traditional cable, you're golden. NBC affiliates including CNBC, USA Network, E! and the Golf Channel will have Olympics coverage.
Committed fans can also use their cable log-ins (including YouTube TV) to visit the website NBCOlympics.com or NBC Sports app, which feature more in-depth coverage of the games.
If you're an Xfinity X1 customer, saying "Olympics" into your X1 remote takes you to a landing page with a daily events schedule, curated live events and highlights.
The IOC and NBC Sports have their own profiles on most social media channels, where they'll share highlights, teasers and clips of commentary.
For a glimpse behind the scenes, your best bet is to follow individual athletes or creators. TikTok in particular has become a hub for competitors to share their travel stories, updates on their events and high jinks inside the Olympic Village. (Check out American rugby player Ilona Maher's account.) NBC also says it partnered with a few dozen content creators on Meta, Overtime, Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube to put out on-the-ground videos during the games.
Of course, there's also pirated content that shows up on video platforms without NBC's approval. During the last Summer Games, some big moments such as Simone Biles's shaky vault performance before withdrawing from the competition circulated on TikTok before they even aired on NBC. Both TikTok and the IOC have said they actively look for unauthorized clips to take them down -- but if you're using the search bar or scrolling at the right time you're likely to catch some screengrabbed or sneakily recorded videos from the Games.
NBC's Spanish-language network Telemundo and channel Universo will offer about six hours of daytime coverage most days and 12 hours on days with soccer matches. It's all streaming live on Peacock, and if you miss it the first time it's available on demand.
Right now Peacock doesn't have a "watch party" function to let people on different devices watch the same stream. But you can always do an old-fashioned countdown to press the "play" button at the same time -- maybe spin up a Discord room for some live group-chatting.
If your friends are close by, consider grabbing tickets to Olympic events playing at Imax and AMC theaters.
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An online army rises, this time on Kamala Harris's side  
A grassroots network of TikTok creators are using their skill at playful video collages to build Kamala Harris a viral online political powerhouse from scratch. 
By Drew Harwell, Taylor Lorenz, Justine McDaniel, Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-07-25

TikTok is full of Kamala Harris memes following the announcement of her presidential campaign.


Jaelyn Richter, a 27-year-old therapist in the Minneapolis suburbs, was painting her basement with her husband on Sunday when she realized she had the perfect song for a TikTok video about Kamala Harris.
Sitting for an hour at her kitchen island, she pieced together a music video on her phone by splicing emoji-adorned clips of Harris dancing over the voice of pop star Chappell Roan singing, "He doesn't have what it takes to be ... a girl like me."
Richter said she had felt demoralized about politics for years. Her small TikTok following had only ever seen videos about her personal life and Taylor Swift. But in the moment, "it just felt like something had given me life again," she said. The video has since been viewed more than a million times.
Harris's rise as the Democrats' likely presidential nominee following President Biden's announcement he would step down has triggered a flood of online energy in the form of videos and memes designed to bolster her mass appeal.
The videos, often called "fan edits" or "fancams," have cast Harris in the kind of light typically reserved for pop-culture icons, with thumping soundtracks, fast cuts and glittering visual effects. Many feature what supporters see as her most endearing moments, such as her marching dance alongside a drum line at a 2019 event in Des Moines.
The flood of viral political content carries echoes of the online "meme armies" that have flanked former president Donald Trump's campaigns, built by supporters who see them as a critical way to reach mainstream audiences, using what one booster called the "21st century version of political cartoons."
But the Harris videos show how the memes have evolved for a new TikTok era, fueled in part by young Americans fluent with the culture and craft of online video editing and eager to apply their skills to what they hope will be offline political gain.

A young person holds a sign high in the air while attending Vice President Harris's Wednesday campaign event at West Allis Central High School in West Allis, Wis. (Sara Stathas for the Washington Post)


Many of the most popular pro-Harris fancams come from political novices. Some, like Richter, said they had never made a political video; one account, whose pro-Harris video has more than 500,000 views, specializes in fancams about Sammi "Sweetheart" Giancola, from the reality show "Jersey Shore."
But the fan videos could play a crucial role in helping introduce Harris to new voters and hype up those already loyal during a hugely contracted campaign calendar, with just over 100 days before the election.
"They're so absurd that they work," said Annie Wu Henry, a digital and political strategist who helped run Sen. John Fetterman's TikTok during his 2022 campaign. "The videos draw people in and keep them engaged."
On TikTok, Harris "edits," "remixes" and memes rank among the top political searches, and many of the videos have millions of views. Her official campaign account there had gained nearly 400,000 followers on Tuesday, according to the data firm Social Blade -- about as many as the Biden campaign's now-closed account had gained after five months online.
Trump has for years boasted a giant online audience, and his supporters have boosted him through fan edits of their own. But Alex Pearlman, a comedian and news-content creator in Philadelphia with nearly 3 million TikTok followers, said social media has been flooded with the pro-Harris videos in a way he hasn't seen since the campaigns of former president Barack Obama, who fans promoted with parody videos showing him kicking open doors and riding skateboards.
Many Harris videos, he noted, have worked to subvert Republican attacks seeking to portray Harris as flighty or "weird." One clip of Harris posted to X last year by the Republican National Committee's social media team, in which she laughed over her mother's old saying about falling out of a coconut tree, has since become one of her supporters' main emblems; many TikTok users jokingly refer to their goal of promoting her as part of "Project Coconut."
"These are clearly clips that worked -- people stopped and watched -- but now with the addition of musical tracks and different edits, they're being put into a new context," Pearlman said. "A still image lasts only so long. But these fan edits ... can fuel a whole narrative on their own."
Fancams began as a hallmark of K-pop superfans, who would splice together their favorite songs and stars into vibrant video collages to showcase their adoration and pride. They have since evolved into one of the more dominant genres on short-video platforms like TikTok and Instagram Reels, encompassing not just entertainment but political advocacy. The format has become so pervasive it was parodied last year on "Saturday Night Live."
"K-pop paved the way for people to realize that fancams are a really good vehicle for people to express their excitement about someone," said Don Caldwell, the editor in chief of Know Your Meme, a site that catalogues internet trends. "They get a lot of reach, and anytime you can get a lot of reach you're able to potentially move the needle on public opinion."
Lynsey Yunker, a 28-year-old freelance social media worker in Seattle, took about 15 minutes on Sunday to stitch together a fan edit of Harris with the Chappell Roan song "Femininomenon," saying she'd made it as "a form of self-expression" while she tried to make sense of the news.

(Courtesy of Lynsey Yunker)


But as it quickly racked up attention online, including more than 6 million TikTok views, she began seeing impact in the form of comments like "I just registered to vote" and "hopefully society can meme her into presidency."
Yunker called memes "a language" for her generation, comparing them to "a modern-day version of guerrilla marketing." But she also said the videos' mass appeal reflect a broader shift in energy among young liberals.
"We're so used to just feeling like there's nothing we can do ... and we have to just kind of laugh and watch," she said. "This is the first time in a long time where we've thought maybe, maybe, fingers crossed, things could start turning around."
Harris's campaign has tried to ride the enthusiasm with its own social media activity, including by posting fancam-inspired videos to its rapidly growing TikTok account. Its most successful so far -- juxtaposing photos of Harris at work with Trump playing golf, also set to "Femininomenon" -- has been viewed more than 35 million times.
But some worry the campaign's videos could backfire if their intensity turns off voters who see them as inside jokes for the terminally online. Jules Terpak, a content creator and digital strategist, said the Harris campaign needed to try hard not to undermine the trend's sense of novelty and spontaneity, thereby spoiling the fun.
"It's fine for Kamala HQ to tastefully lean into a meme or trend when it's growing, but they need to be careful about leaning in too far and messing with the organic nature of the movement," Terpak said.
Trump's campaign, she said, had won viral success on TikTok by offering "fly-on-the-wall content" of the former president's life. Rather than make their own fancams, Terpak said, Harris's team could work to provide more raw material for fans online to create their own.
"Online marketers have learned over time that you have to let fans do what they're going to do," Pearlman said. "Otherwise you can come out looking like the out-of-touch substitute teacher saying, 'You're all that and a bag of chips.'"
Jamie Cohen, a media professor at Queens College in New York, said the videos seemed to flourish by offering a lighthearted counter to the divisive "rage-baiting dumpster fire" that has grown to characterize political discourse online.
For Gen Z voters, who have "only seen garbage when it comes to campaigns," the fancams have helped highlight what he called Harris's "endearing awkwardness" -- her openness to "being herself and showing what others might traditionally think is cringe."
What made them especially powerful for Americans, he added, was that they were not crafted by a central campaign team but by the users themselves. "I actually don't know where this is going, and that's part of the joy," he said.
But the enthusiasm is not just among Americans. Ronnie Parsons, 16, used a booming rap song to make and post a Harris fan edit on Monday while bored on summer break -- despite living in London, and therefore being unable to vote.

(Courtesy of Ronnie Parsons)


Some of his 16,000 followers were surprised by the pivot from his usual videos about TV shows like "The Boys" and "Heartbreak High." But Parsons said he felt nervous enough about Trump's global impact that he wanted to apply his talents toward boosting Harris's chances. His video, which drew comments like "PROJECT COCONUT IS A GO," has since been viewed more than 250,000 times.
"As 16-year-olds, people act like we don't necessarily have the life experience. But our videos can reach millions of people," he said in an interview. "I just feel like, as Gen Z, we're being taken more seriously on social media. Even just me getting on my laptop and posting can support the movement."
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'Hug your IT folks': The CrowdStrike outage turned technicians into heroes
When CrowdStrike took down millions of devices, IT workers became the thin line between corporate America and chaos.
By Danielle Abril | 2024-07-25

(iStock/Getty Images)


It was 3 a.m. Friday when Tyson Morris got a wake-up call that would send him into crisis mode for days. Atlanta's trains and buses were expected to be running in two hours, but all systems were down, showing the dreaded "blue screen of death."
"It's the one phone call a chief information officer never wants to get," said Morris, CIO for the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority. "I jumped out of bed, and my wife was wondering what was going on. She thought someone had died."
Morris sprang into action to mobilize his team of 130 for an all-hands-on-deck operation. Was it a hack? Had an employee gone rogue and brought down their operations? For hours, no one knew.
The outage, caused by a faulty update from security software firm CrowdStrike, was the kind of event IT staff train for but hope never happens. The incident brought down an estimated 8.5 million Windows devices around the globe, paralyzing operations at hospitals, airlines, 911 call centers and more. Insurers estimate the outage cost companies more than $1 billion in revenue, with Fortune 500 companies potentially losing more than $5 billion.
While the outage made it difficult to impossible for many to work, IT technicians were toiling overtime -- some spending the night at the office, feverishly trying to get systems back up and running through the weekend. It also revealed vulnerabilities that companies can use as lessons for the next big outage.
"It was a heightened sense of stress that I haven't experienced," said Morris, who's been in the industry for more than two decades. "Every second counts."
The event shined a bright light on the importance of IT workers, said Eric Grenier, an analyst who covers endpoint security for market research firm Gartner. CrowdStrike sent out a fix to users, but it required people to manually fix each system. The only other time Grenier recalls a massive outage that came close to this was the buggy McAfee update in 2010.

On Monday, an advertisement screen in downtown San Francisco was still displaying a "blue screen of death" days after the CrowdStrike outage. (Yun-Hee Kim/The Washington Post)


"The fact that we're seeing reports of hundreds of thousands of devices that were remediated over the weekend, that's huge," Grenier said. IT workers were "the superheroes of this."
On the ground, it was a mad dash. Kyle Haas, a systems engineer for IT consulting firm Mirazon in Louisville, spent Friday driving across the city to help clients get back online. During the car rides and in between clients, he shot off emails and took phone calls to help others. For nine hours straight, Haas was in overdrive.
"I skipped my coffee that morning," he said, adding that he woke up to panicked emails and messages from clients who didn't know what was happening. "It was touch as many things as you can. Fix it all."
Haas said his team of about 40 people spent 12 hours ensuring all their clients were back up and running. Though the day was intense and stressful, he said he was grateful that the issue was purely due to a bad update, and the fix was relatively easy. That meant he wouldn't have to fight off bad actors or try to recover lost data, which are common in ransomware attacks or system failures.
His big save of the day? Helping one of the water companies that was an hour away from having to go into manual override, which would have prevented it from testing water quality.
One TikTok user, who goes by plumsoju and said he was part of the IT team at his company, showed what his day was like by unmuting his computer. Inbound messages from colleagues were dinging continuously -- something he said had been happening for hours. He compared the experience to the viral meme of a dog drinking coffee while the house is on fire saying, "this is fine." The TikTok creator did not respond to a request for comment.
For Morris, the event was a big shock. He had been CIO of the transit agency for only three months. Fortunately, the IT department had a preexisting emergency plan, which included a phone tree and dedicated channels for communication. But that didn't mean it was easy. Morris, who was on a family trip in Tennessee, drove down to Atlanta to help. Meanwhile, the team was working around-the-clock, with some members pulling 18-hour shifts and sleeping at the office.
By 9 a.m. Friday, buses and trains were rolling again, and by Monday morning every last laptop had been fixed.
"We were getting positive feedback. ... A lot of thank-you's came in," Morris said. "That continued to help boost morale."
On the West Coast, signs of the outage started to appear late Thursday night, giving IT workers a head start at identifying the problem. Jerry Leever, IT director at accounting, tax and advisory firm GHJ in Los Angeles, said he received an email from the company's outsourced IT members at 10:30 p.m. Pacific time, which was quickly followed by server system detector alerts.
Leever was brushing his teeth and checking his email before bed when he saw the message. His stomach dropped.
"I had a moment of worry and then a moment of understanding that we are trained to handle this situation," Leever said. "You don't have a lot of time to stay in the panic because you have to get things online as soon as possible."
By 3 a.m. Pacific, Leever and his teammates had the servers up and running. They had an automated email set to send at 5 a.m., informing their 200-plus colleagues about what happened and how to fix the issue. They also had a 6 a.m. call set up for colleagues who needed IT to guide them step-by-step. By about 10:30 a.m. Pacific, everyone was back online, a feat Leever credits to their communication plan and early warnings.
But all the IT people who spoke with The Washington Post admitted there were lessons that came from the CrowdStrike outage. It helped magnify the importance of having an up-to-date business continuity plan that emphasizes communication procedures, which can get complicated if systems are down. It also left some leaders questioning whether they have enough contingencies in place so that operations can continue when something goes down.
It left some to question whether they should diversify providers more so that the entire operation doesn't suffer because of a problem with one. Some organizations are also evaluating if they are staffed properly for emergencies or whether they need to have outsourced help on standby. And it also highlighted the importance of storing key data like recovery codes for encrypted systems in different places in case a server goes down.
For Leever, who characterized this outage as the worst incident he's dealt with, the end of the day Friday couldn't come soon enough. He headed straight to his favorite restaurant bar for a burger and an Aperol spritz.
"Just hug your IT folks," he said. "It helps when folks are understanding and gracious in times of crisis."
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How Skibidi Toilet became one of the most valuable franchises in Hollywood
The YouTube series is global phenomenon and now a TV show and movie are in the works from filmmaker Michael Bay
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-07-25

Filmmaker Michael Bay is developing a film and TV treatment for Skibidi Toilet (Invisible Narratives)


LOS ANGELES -- While big budget movies vie for the top spot at the box office this summer, billions of people are clamoring to watch a YouTube show about toilets with human heads that is fast becoming one of the most valuable franchises in Hollywood.
Alexey Gerasimov, the creator behind "Skibidi Toilet," is working with leading independent Hollywood entertainment studio, Invisible Narratives, to expand the YouTube Shorts series into myriad product lines and a potential television and movie franchise similar to the Marvel universe or Transformers, executives involved with the project told The Washington Post.
"I've always been a director that believes in taking risks," filmmaker Michael Bay, who is working on the project with Invisible Narratives as chief creative adviser, told The Post. "Audiences yearn for fresh, new ideas. With Skibidi, it's a new world of what the younger generation is watching, and I'm taking it very seriously."
"Skibidi Toilet" is the first narrative series to be told entirely through short-form video and has already amassed over 65 billion views on YouTube last year alone, becoming among the most viewed content on the platform. It tells the story of toilets with human heads engaged in a war with people who have CCTV cameras, speakers and televisions for heads amid a dark and dystopian landscape. They battle each other across an expanding industrial world, with Skibidi Toilets acting on behest of their leader, G-Man, to destroy humanity and transform more people into Skibidi Toilets.
If Skibidi Toilet continues its current growth trajectory, executives say it could provide a new business model for Hollywood, which is struggling to compete with social media platforms for attention and facing the threat of automation through new technologies like artificial intelligence. Unlike many in Hollywood, some entertainment executives say they see hope in the internet.
"I don't think that there's ever been anything that we've been involved with that mirrors the growth of this," said Adam Goodman, CEO and founder of Invisible Narratives and former president of Paramount Pictures, in an interview with The Post. Goodman has overseen films such as the "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles'' reboot, "Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol," and shows including SpongeBob SquarePants. "I think YouTube is one of the greatest breeding grounds of new IP. It's a business as significant financially as everything we've seen in the traditional entertainment business. It's just a little different."

"All of us are taking [Skibidi Toilet] just as seriously as any of the big, billion dollar franchises that we have been lucky enough to work with," said Adam Goodman of Invisible Narratives. (Invisible Narratives)


Skibidi Toilet initially came onto Invisible Narratives' radar after Bay became enthralled with Gerasimov's YouTube channel. When Skibidi Toilet took off on the platform last year, Invisible Narratives struck a deal to build out the business through licensing and partnerships.
Skibidi Toilet is incredibly popular, especially with Gen Alpha, children born after the year 2010. Skibidi Toilet themed toys will soon hit the shelves of every major retailer, thanks to a deal the company struck with Bonkers Toys. The National Electrical Contractors Association has been contracted to produce a line of Skibidi Toilet drones and RV vehicles. And licensing agreements aimed at expanding the brand into products like Skibidi Toilet bedding, apparel, plush toys, and more have been inked, according to the company.
"I've never seen a digital property that has generated this much interest," said Will Hanisch, head of brand development at Invisible Narratives.
"We have built a team of execs and creative people who have worked on some of the biggest Hollywood franchises in the world," said Goodman. "All of us are taking [Skibidi Toilet] just as seriously and treating it with the same amount of reverence as any of the big, billion dollar franchises that we have been lucky enough to work with."
While Skibidi's initial success was born out of an organic fandom on YouTube, Invisible Narratives has built a sprawling marketing engine around the franchise to constantly reach new audiences. The company partnered with popular video games including Minecraft to integrate Skibidi Toilet skins and characters into the game. And, some of the most popular games on Roblox, an online gaming platform, are Skibidi Toilet themed, earning a collective revenue of tens of millions of dollars a year. "Much of our audience has discovered Skibidi because they're coming to us from YouTube," Goodman said, "but a whole other massive audience is discovering Skibidi through Roblox."
At any given point in time there are somewhere between 80,000 to 225,000 concurrent users playing Skibidi Toilet themed games in Roblox, said Joseph Jurbala, a partner at Bloxology, a licensing agency that manages the Skibidi Toilet gaming business in partnership with Invisible Narratives. The two largest Skibidi Toilet games on Roblox average around 20 million monthly users.
Invisible Narratives also allows dozens of YouTube channels to produce their own fan-driven Skibidi Toilet content. Unlike traditional entertainment companies, who exercise tightly controlled grip over their intellectual property online and usually crack down on unapproved usage, Invisible Narratives encourages fans to create their own Skibidi Toilet content in order to boost the brand.

"Skibidi Toilets" tells the story of toilets with human heads engaged in a war with people who have CCTV cameras, speakers and televisions for heads amid a dark and dystopian landscape. (Invisible Narratives)


"We made a decision that's counter to everything we know as traditional entertainment executives," said Goodman. "I worked at Paramount at a time when Viacom was in a lawsuit with YouTube [over IP]. We're doing the opposite ... we made an early decision to say, these channels can be really additive in building out the popularity of this."
As the popularity of the franchise has risen, a film and TV show is also in the works.
Goodman said that he and the team at Invisible Narratives view Gerasimov, also known as Boom, as a filmmaking prodigy and hope to develop his talent. "Michael Bay and Boom spend a lot of time together talking about process, collaboration, iteration, and we're exposing Boom to some artists who have worked on some of the biggest franchises in the world," he said.
While some might be tempted to write off Skibidi Toilet as a viral meme or short lived phenomenon, Goodman says that he believes the series to have the potential to become the next major entertainment franchise.
"My business partner is Michael Bay and I ran Paramount and DreamWorks," Goodman said. "Years ago we bought the rights to the film franchise for Transformers, and everyone thought it was a dumb idea. They were like, 'you can't make a movie about a toy from the 80s, what's next, a movie about LEGOS?'" The LEGO movies went on to gross more than a billion dollars collectively at the box office, while the collective Transformers movies grossed about $5 billion, according figures from Box Office Mojo.
"When friends of mine first see this, they look at it and they kind of give me this look like, good luck, I hope this works for you," said Goodman. "This is as real as any franchise that we've ever been involved with."
In an age where everything in Hollywood feels like a reboot or is centered on decades old IP, Skibidi Toilet feels fresh, online culture experts said.
"It has spread nationally in schools and on playgrounds. Kids are showing up wearing Skibidi Toilet shirts," said Ben De Almeida, a YouTuber with over 7.5 million subscribers. Matthew Patrick, former host of the Game Theorists YouTube channel, which analyzes games and online culture, called Skibidi Toilet an "epic action movie."
"It's a series and a story, not just a meme or funny video people are sharing," Sophie Browning, a 21-year-old content creator in Minnesota explained.
Goodman said this has allowed young people to feel a sense of ownership over the franchise. "They get to create their own sense of nostalgia for it," he said. "They're not inheriting it from their grandparents, or being told, oh you're going to love Twister because I saw it back in the 90s when I was in high school. They discovered [Skibidi Toilet], it's theirs."

In an age where everything in Hollywood feels like a reboot or is centered on decades old IP, Skibidi Toilet feels fresh. (Invisible Narratives)


Goodman said that, at the end of the day, good entertainment is good entertainment. "It's still storytelling. It's still character development, it's still jokes and action and drama and intrigue. It's just a different delivery mechanism."
"There's so much opportunity for people in Hollywood to jump into this space," he added.
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Former Uvalde school officer pleads not guilty, faces families in court
Former Uvalde County School District police officer Adrian Gonzales is facing charges of child endangerment two years after 19 children and two teachers were gunned down inside Robb Elementary School.
By Arelis R. Hernandez | 2024-07-25

Former Uvalde Consolidated Independent School District police officer Adrian Gonzales, left, arrives at the Uvalde County Courthouse on July 25 in Uvalde, Tex. (Eric Gay/AP)


Former Uvalde school district police officer Adrian Gonzales pleaded not guilty Thursday to multiple child-endangerment charges stemming from the botched response to the Robb Elementary School shooting that killed 19 schoolchildren, two teachers and injured many others.
It was the first time any law enforcement officer has faced the families of the victims in court since the 2022 massacre. Co-defendant Pedro "Pete" Arredondo, the former school district police chief, waived his appearance and was absent from court. He has also pleaded not guilty.
A Uvalde County grand jury indicted Gonzales and Arredondo late last month. Prosecutors allege that both men, by their inaction and actions, were among the first to arrive at the scene but left children vulnerable to the attack by a lone shooter. The charges are unprecedented in Texas.
"We are in uncharted territory," said Gonzales's attorney Nico LaHood, who added that he has yet to see the state's evidence against his client. "All he did was show up to help those children."
Inside the courthouse, security was tight and those attending the hearing had their bags checked twice. A framed painting of the 21 people who were killed in the shooting hung from the wall at the north entrance, where deputies rifled through purses and passed a wand over attendees. Inside the courtroom, the families and their attorneys filled six rows.
The much-criticized Uvalde County District Attorney Christina Mitchell was not present.
It took more than 70 minutes after the shooter first open fired on the school for law enforcement to confront the gunman. About 40 minutes of that was spent looking for keys and equipment, evacuating adjacent classrooms and trying to negotiate with the shooter.
The U.S. Justice Department issued a scathing 575-page report that singled out local police commanders and state law enforcement for not immediately entering the classroom and killing the gunman. Attorney General Merrick Garland said that "lives would have been saved" if officers had responded quickly.
Gonzales never approached the classroom where the shooting was occurring, prosecutors allege.
The state will have to prove that the former officer knowingly acted or failed to act in a way that led to the deaths of 19 children and injuries of 10 others. Arredondo is charged with 10 counts -- or one for each wounded child.
No other officers, including city police who arrived seconds after the two defendants, have faced any charges. Arredondo's attorney did not respond to a request for comment.
State Judge Sid Harle, based in San Antonio, presided over the hearing as Gonzales said little more than a soft "not guilty" during the proceeding. He was flanked on either side of the gallery by a battery of attorneys and security personnel including Texas Rangers and Uvalde County Sheriff's deputies.
Gonzales's legal team said after the hearing that they don't know how the special prosecutor singled out their client and tied the evidence to the charges. They are hiring additional investigators to review an extraordinary amount of evidence, they said.
The defense team also did not discount the possibility of requesting a venue change if they believe their client cannot get a fair trial in Uvalde. But they said they do not have enough information yet.
"There is a horrible monster responsible for the deaths of these children," LaHood, Gonzales's attorney, said in front of a gaggle of reporters and cameras. "And it's not Adrian Gonzales."
Most of the families quickly left the courthouse after the hearing, but a few stayed to listen to Gonzales's attorneys.
Brett Cross, whose son, Uziyah Garcia, was slain in the shooting, said he looked Gonzales in the face as he walked by him outside the court. All he saw, he said, was cowardice.
"If you put your life higher than that of children, then you're a monster as well," Cross said.

Families of the victims in the Uvalde, Tex., school shooting file out of the Uvalde County Courthouse, where former school police officer Adrian Gonzales appeared July 25. (Eric Gay/AP)
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This new stamp honors Alex Trebek and looks like a 'Jeopardy!' clue 
The legendary TV host is being memorialized in stamps that honor his 37-year run helming the quiz game show.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-07-25

Longtime "Jeopardy" host Alex Trebek is being honored by the U.S. Postal Service with his own Forever stamp. (Reed Saxon/AP)


Who is Alex Trebek?
That is the correct response to a new "Jeopardy!" clue -- one that now appears on U.S. postage stamps in honor of the game show's late host.
Trebek, who hosted "Jeopardy!" for decades and died of pancreatic cancer in 2020, is being honored with a Forever stamp, the U.S. Postal Service announced this week. The stamp was issued on Monday, which would have been Trebek's 84th birthday.
The stamp looks like a clue from the quiz show, with a blue background and white text: "This naturalized U.S. citizen hosted the quiz show 'Jeopardy!' for 37 seasons." The correct response, "Who is Alex Trebek?" is printed underneath, upside-down.
The full sheet of stamps is designed to look like the show's game board, with categories above each column of stamps: Entertainment, Game show hosts, Famous Alexes and Forever stamps.
"It's so appropriate that the stamp illustration commemorates Alex with a 'JEOPARDY!' clue," Ken Jennings, the show's current host, said in a USPS statement. "He loved the game so much, and he always insisted the clues were the true star of the show."

Alex Trebek stands on the "Jeopardy" set in 1984. (Abc-Tv/Kobal/Shutterstock)


For more than three decades, Trebek helmed "Jeopardy!", helping make the intellectual program one of the most popular game shows in history, and one with remarkable staying power.
Born in Ontario, Trebek started his career in Canadian broadcasting. He hosted his first game show in the United States in 1973 and began "Jeopardy!" in 1984. He became a naturalized U.S. citizen in 1998.
Trebek was diagnosed with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer in 2019 but continued hosting the show even as he underwent treatment. He taped new episodes up until just days before his death on Nov. 8, 2020, at 80 years old.
"Millions of Americans invited Alex Trebek into their living rooms each weeknight," Michael Elston, secretary of the USPS Board of Governors, said. "After thousands of shows over 37 seasons, he was someone we trusted and felt like we knew."
Trebek's family was surprised by the Postal Service's honor, said Jean Trebek, his wife.
"Alex would be over the moon about this distinctive honor and he'd feel very humbled," she said in the USPS statement.
Forever stamps -- whose price went up to 73 cents on July 14 -- are available at post offices and on the USPS website. The Trebek stamps are sold in sheets of 20.
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California's Park Fire blows up, engulfs 45,000 acres
The wildfire north of Sacramento is now the largest statewide this year, fanned by strong winds and high temperatures.
By Kelsey Ables, Sarah Raza | 2024-07-25

The Park Fire continued to burn through Chico, Calif., on July 25, burning down homes and prompting evacuations.


A wildfire that started Wednesday in Northern California blew up overnight and has now consumed more than 45,550 acres, prompting evacuation orders in several parts of Butte and Tehama counties.
The blaze, dubbed the Park Fire, has quickly grown to become the largest wildfire in California this year, according to Cal Fire. It was only 3 percent contained as of Thursday morning. Temperatures in the area were expected to top 100 degrees in the afternoon.
Fire personnel are "focusing on evacuations and structure defense" while "building direct containment lines," the Butte County Fire Department said. The cause of the fire is under investigation, and an evacuation center has been set up in Chico, according to Cal Fire.
While there have been no official reports of structures burned, video shows at least one home in flames amid what appears to be a leaking gas line.
Butte County has endured an active fire season this year. Earlier this month, more than two dozen structures in the county were destroyed as the Thompson Fire burned more than 3,700 acres. And several other wildfires have been reported in the county, including the Junes Fire, which burned more than 1,000 acres in June.
Jamie Grettum, a Salesforce instructor, lives in Chico and said she could see plumes of smoke all afternoon from her neighborhood. Wednesday evening, she joined hundreds of locals at a nearby park to watch the fire on the horizon and get a sense for "how nervous we need to be right now," she told The Washington Post.
Chico is less than 15 miles west of Paradise, which was ravaged by the Camp Fire, the deadliest fire in California's history, in 2018. Grettum said she could sense the anxiety in the air on Wednesday night. "We know for sure we're standing out there with survivors of that," she said, referring to the Camp Fire. "It was tense and silent and sad."
Grettum is also a wildfire survivor -- the 2007 Witch Fire burned down her neighborhood in San Diego County. On Wednesday, she was "doing a little mental checklist" of what to take with her if she has to evacuate, she said. "When you're packing and evacuating, you never think your house will burn. ... I know better than that now."
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Oldest person in the U.S. turns 115 today: 'She's surprised us all'
"She's led a simple life and has always stayed busy with her family," said Elizabeth Francis's granddaughter, Ethel Harrison, 69.
By Cathy Free | 2024-07-25

Elizabeth Francis at home in Houston in April. Francis's 115th birthday is July 25. (Emmanuel Rodriguez)


When Elizabeth Francis turned 114 years old last year, she said if she made it to her 115th birthday, she had a simple wish: two slices of cake.
Today, Francis -- the oldest person in the U.S. -- celebrates that birthday. Her family plans to present her with a large floral-covered vanilla cream sheet cake, her favorite flavor.
She can have as many slices as she'd like, said Francis's granddaughter Ethel Harrison, 69.
"She's earned something special, but the cake won't have 115 candles," Harrison said. "Instead, we'll make it easy and light three: two number 1s and a 5."
Francis, who lives in Houston, was the second-oldest person in the U.S. until Feb. 22, when the previous longevity record holder, Edie Ceccarelli, died a few weeks after her 116th birthday in Mendocino County, Calif.
In April, Ben Meyers of LongeviQuest -- an organization that tracks the oldest people in the world -- presented Francis with a plaque celebrating her milestone as the new oldest American.

In April, Ben Meyers, right, presented Elizabeth Francis with a plaque to celebrate her status as the oldest person in the U.S. Francis is shown with her daughter, Dorothy Williams, left, and granddaughter Ethel Harrison. (Emmanuel Rodriguez)


"She was just shocked to hear she was now the oldest -- she couldn't believe it," said Harrison, who handles the family parties and puts in a cake order for Francis every year.
"We all know that we have to punch that [final] ticket someday, so we're amazed and grateful that she's still here," she said. "She's surprised us all."
Francis has slowed down in recent months and now speaks in a faint whisper, Harrison said. But she said her grandmother still has a sparkle even though she spends most of her time in bed at the home she shares with her only child, Dorothy Williams, 95.
The pair are looked after by several caregivers, including Harrison.
"My grandmother sleeps much more than she did six months ago, but she still says exactly what she thinks and doesn't hold back," she said.
Meyers said he's seen that firsthand in the times he's visited her.
Francis's advice to living a long life at age 115 is the same as it was last year at 114, he said. She told him, "Speak your mind and don't hold your tongue."
She is the fourth-oldest person in the world, and the oldest person still living at home, Meyers said, adding that humor, warmth and confidence have carried her through.

Elizabeth Francis visits with friends and neighbors on her 114th birthday last year, July 25. (Emmanuel Rodriguez)


"Elizabeth Francis is America's grandmother, beloved by her family and community and admired worldwide," he said. "Her story is about faith, fortitude and family more than it is about longevity."
Born in Louisiana in 1909, Francis was 11 when her mother died, and she and her five siblings were separated and sent to live with relatives, Harrison said.
Francis spent her teen years with an aunt, and later as a single mom, she ran a coffee shop at ABC 13 News in Houston for 20 years.

This photo from Elizabeth Francis' scrapbook shows her at age 26, circa 1935. (Ethel Harrison)


Her grandmother was known for her tea cakes and chicken and dumplings made from scratch, and she always shared everything she grew in her vegetable garden, Harrison said.
Francis never learned to drive, so she took the bus or walked, which might be one reason she is now deep into her supercentenarian years, she said.
"She's led a simple life and has always stayed busy with her family," Harrison said, explaining that Francis's family regularly stops by, including three grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren.
Francis is now content to spend her days at home with her daughter, who is wheeled into Francis's sunny bedroom every morning.
"They enjoy sitting next to each other to laugh and watch old episodes of 'Good Times' and 'The Jeffersons' on television," Harrison said. "They also love watching 'The Price is Right.' They both feel lucky and blessed to be together so late in life."

Elizabeth Francis, right, with her daughter, Dorothy Williams, left, and granddaughter Ethel Harrison at home in Houston. (Emmanuel Rodriguez)


While Williams is on medication for various ailments, Francis doesn't take anything except an aspirin now and then, Harrison said.
"I asked her the other night how she feels about turning 115 and she smiled and said, 'I just thank the good Lord that I'm here,'" she said. "She says she has nothing to complain about, and the rest of our family feels the same way."
She said she hopes there's a chance that Francis could make it to age 117 -- the same age of the current living oldest person in the world, Maria Branyas of Spain.
"Every year that I have to order another birthday cake for my grandmother is an occasion worth celebrating to know she's still with us," Harrison said.
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In Vance's 'Hillbilly' home, his story rings true -- but not always his message
JD Vance shaped his image in his memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy," about his roots in rural Kentucky. Many there question his theories about the White working class.
By Michael Kranish | 2024-07-25

The house in Panbowl Branch hollow, in rural Kentucky, where Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance spent his childhood summers with his grandparents. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post)


JACKSON, Ky. -- Deep in a quiet mountain holler called Panbowl Branch, outside a decaying town of 2,000 in one of America's poorest counties, sits a ramshackle red brick home. The roof is roughly patched with torn tarps, the front porch is heaped with discarded goods and the yard is littered with cars and boats in disrepair.
Three decades ago, this home sheltered a young JD Vance as he fled a tumultuous life in Ohio to spend summers with his grandparents -- a period he cited as pivotal to his success in his speech last week accepting the vice-presidential nomination. Today, the battered house sits amid a community that has suffered deeper decline since Vance described the region's ruin eight years ago in "Hillbilly Elegy," his bestseller, which was turned into a 2020 film.
Vance's experience with a dysfunctional extended Appalachian family here and in Ohio formed the backbone of the book, as he recounted how generations of abuse and violence had shaped him and his relatives. It includes tales of his uncle nearly killing a man by slicing him with an electric saw and his grandmother soaking his grandfather with gasoline and lighting him on fire.
Those dramatic stories primarily involve Vance's close relatives -- who are either deceased or did not respond to requests for comment. The incidents aren't documented in court records in a community often loath to involve authorities in family disputes, but numerous friends and neighbors who are close to Vance's family said they don't doubt that the stories are broadly true.
What many in Jackson take issue with, though, are the conclusions that Vance reached in "Hillbilly Elegy" about the root causes of the area's poverty and violence. In the book, Vance argues that a lack of personal responsibility is partly to blame, writing that "Public policy can help, but there is no government that can fix these problems for us."

Downtown Jackson, Ky., where Vance spent his childhood summers with his grandparents. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post)


In fact, many in Jackson say government help is a key lifeline in a distressed region. At Jackson's city hall, on a downtown street near closed-up storefronts, Mayor Laura Thomas ticked off the recent run of calamities that have required help from federal agencies: After the steep decline of coal-mining came the pandemic and then two successive historic floods in 2021 and 2022.
"Unfortunately, I would say that since I've been in office, we've had one disaster after another," said the mayor, who is starting her sixth year in the nonpartisan job. "So it's been hard to govern."
Although registered Democrats vastly outnumber Republicans in Breathitt County, Trump won the 2020 vote here by a margin of more than 3 to 1, according to election records.

Vance meets delegates at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 15. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Vance himself has seemingly shifted his rhetoric on what ails Jackson and other poor, mostly White parts of the United States, a change that mirrors the Republican Party that once preached personal responsibility becoming one that has focused more on the populism of former president Donald Trump, in which elites can be blamed for the problems of the working class. In his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention last week, Vance blamed big businesses for decimating towns where he grew up -- not the residents who live there.
"America's ruling class wrote the checks. Communities like mine paid the price," Vance, 39, told the crowd in Milwaukee.
Vance's spokesman did not respond to a list of questions from The Washington Post for this story.
For those still living in Jackson, as Vance's family did for generations before his grandparents moved to Ohio in search of better opportunities, his stories in "Hillbilly Elegy" echo truths about life in this hardscrabble region -- but don't offer the easy answers for relieving them that his political career has harnessed.
Vance describes "Hillbilly Elegy" as "a fully accurate portrait of the world I've witnessed," writing that while he changed the names of some people, there are no composite characters. Where possible, he wrote, he "corroborated the details with documentation" such as letters -- but noted, "I am sure this story is as fallible as any human memory."
Vance's family traces its roots deep into rural Kentucky, back to legendary fights between the Hatfields and the McCoys. One ancestor was a powerful Democrat and county attorney, another oversaw the local jail, but most were poor. Times were so bad in the 1940s that Vance's grandparents, Bonnie and James, whom he calls Mamaw and Papaw, left Jackson for Middletown, Ohio, an industrial town 200 miles away. His grandmother was 14 years old and pregnant and his grandfather was 17 years old, Vance wrote. The baby died days after birth.
But life in Middletown could be as violent as in Jackson. Vance wrote that Mamaw warned Papaw that "she'd kill" her husband if he came home drunk. When Papaw did exactly that and fell asleep on the couch, Mamaw "calmly retrieved a gasoline canister from the garage, poured it all over her husband, lit a match, and dropped it on his chest," Vance wrote. Papaw "burst into flames" and was saved by a daughter who doused him. (The incident, which may have happened more than 50 years ago, was not found in available court documents.)
Vance's mother, Beverly, was raised in Middletown and gave birth to Vance in 1984. Vance writes bitingly about his mother's failings, particularly her heroin use, and she married five men who often were absent in his life. (His mother has been sober for a decade, and appeared with Vance at the Republican National Convention last week.)

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) stands with Beverly Aikins, Vance's mother, at the Republican National Convention on July 17. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


In what Vance described as a turning point in his life, his mother got so angry while driving with him that "she pulled over to beat the s--- out of me." Vance escaped to a nearby house, where he said he told the resident that "My mom is trying to kill me." His mother was arrested on charges of domestic violence, a misdemeanor, Vance wrote. But when the case went to court, Vance said he lied to keep his mother out of jail, saying nothing happened, and the matter was dismissed. The Post could find no records of the case.
The confrontation with his mother led Vance to move in with Mamaw, who lived in a nearby house in Middletown. Vance said that during his early childhood, he traveled every summer with Mamaw to Jackson, a pilgrimage he made until he was 12 years old. Vance wrote that while his childhood address was in Ohio, he considered "my home" to be the ancestral homestead "in the holler, in Jackson, Kentucky."
"Most of the horrific episodes were in Middletown," Michael Rose, who has long known the family, said in an interview at the department store Rose's family has long owned in Jackson. "That's why this place was special to him, because he was getting away from them here."
Vance's great-grandmother lived in the modest brick home in Panbowl Branch, with a large screened porch through which Vance regularly dashed to the nearby creek. And it was here that he heard tales of his family's brutal past.

The house in Panbowl Branch hollow where Vance spent his childhood summers with his grandparents. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post)


In one episode, Vance wrote about a man he called Uncle Pet, who he said got in an argument with a man nicknamed "Big Red" who called him a "son of a bitch." Pet "pulled the man from his truck, beat him unconscious, and ran an electric saw up and down his body. "Big Red nearly bled to death" but didn't press charges, Vance wrote. Pet was identified by family members who spoke to The Post as Vance's uncle Blaine Blanton Jr., who died in 2007. The identity of Big Red was unclear.
The story was so sensational that it prompted Stephen Bowling, the Breathitt County library director whose cousins lived across the road from Vance's ancestors, to research court records and newspaper archives for any evidence. He found none.
"That doesn't mean that didn't happen, because numerous members of the family said it did happen," Bowling said in an interview at his Jackson office. "It's hard for people who aren't from here to understand. There's a mountain chivalry where you might assault me today, I'm not going to press charges, but the opportunity will present itself when I can repay the favor. So there are lots and lots and lots of those type of incidents that aren't reported."
Indeed, Bowling said Vance was "rather generous" in writing about his family and could have told about much worse incidents -- a view shared by numerous others here. Mark Wireman, a Jackson resident who has long known the family, said the book was "tame" based on his knowledge.

Vance accepts the Republican nomination for vice president at the GOP convention on July 17. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


As a Yale law student, Vance organized a reading group to study why many in the White working class, unlike his grandparents, did not leave Appalachia. Writing in 2013 to classmates, he said they should learn "why these general trends seem to affect the white working class so acutely," according to an email reviewed by The Post.
Three years later, those same musings were woven into the fabric of "Hillbilly Elegy," which uses tales of Vance's tumultuous family to draw broader conclusions about what afflicts the White working class.
In the book, Vance writes with deep sympathy for those who couldn't escape the cycles of poverty, as he did, but also argues many of the community's enduring problems are self-inflicted. He tells the story of a man he calls "Bob," whom he met one summer working at a tile factory. The 19-year-old with a pregnant girlfriend missed work, was often late -- and then blamed managers when he was fired. There is no way to verify that story, which Vance argued demonstrated there are "too many young men immune to hard work."

Vance came to the national consciousness with his best-selling memoir "Hillbilly Elegy" in 2016. (HarperCollins Publishers/AP)


As the book sold hundreds of thousands, it resonated deeply with conservatives -- particularly as Donald Trump ascended to the White House on a swell of White working-class support. Vance was called a Trump interpreter, even though he was highly critical of him at the time.
But in his ancestral hometown, some Jackson residents who know Vance's family said the experience he described in the book didn't reflect their own and said some of his conclusions perpetuated unfair stereotypes.
While the book may be an accurate portrait of Vance's family, "that does not mean that it's a portrait of my family or every family in Appalachia," said Bowling, who is also a leading historian of the area. "It became so easy in 2016 for pundits to extrapolate, 'This is the Appalachian experience. This is what happens to everybody who's raised in the mountains.' And that's not the case at all."
Anthony Harkins, a professor of history at Western Kentucky University who has studied Appalachia for 30 years, said that Vance did a disservice to those trying to build opportunities in the region by relying on anecdotal tales and discredited economic theories.
"The idea that he should be a voice of an entire 13-state region with differences, that his own story is indicative of a broader society, I find that very problematic," said Harkins, who co-edited a 2019 response to Vance's book called "Appalachian Reckoning: A Region Responds to Hillbilly Elegy." "He reinforces stereotypes of poverty and frames it as an individual choice instead of larger socioeconomic forces."
Vance also faced some blowback for never being a full-time Kentucky resident -- a view captured by a 2016 opinion piece in the Lexington Herald-Leader titled, "Author too removed from culture he criticizes."
But few in Jackson have bristled at that part of Vance's identity as he's risen to U.S. senator and now Republican vice-presidential nominee while claiming the "hillbilly" mantle.

Vance was sometimes called a Donald Trump interpreter because of his writing about what afflicts the White working class. (Luke Sharrett for the Washington Post)



Some in the Jackson area take issue with Vance's conclusions about poverty in the region. (Luke Sharrett for the Washington Post)


Rose said he believes the criticism has come mostly from locals who reacted to the title without fully reading the book. "People here, we can call ourselves 'hillbilly.' Somebody else calls us hillbilly, it's go time. So if they see a book that says 'Hillbilly Elegy,' they think, that's somebody from up North attacking us," said Rose, noting that instead, Vance had deep roots in the area.
With Vance now potentially poised for higher office, many in Jackson are wondering anew what his elevation could mean for a region that remains desperately poor.
The coal-mining backbone of the economy, still evident on scarred hillsides, has long since declined. An epidemic of addiction, overdoses and deaths has swept the region. Breathitt County is often listed as one of America's 10 poorest, and the most recent unemployment rate was 8.4 percent, compared with 4.1 percent nationally. Hundreds of residents have left the county in recent years, mainly in search of jobs, just as Vance's grandparents did 80 years ago.
Thomas, the mayor, said the message she heard from Vance is that "He came from a bad situation and he has become very successful, obviously on his own, without the government propping him up. And so why aren't we doing that more here?"
But that kind of leap isn't possible for many without some aid, especially when economic and natural disasters repeatedly assail the area. "We can whine about who was the poorest and who walked the furthest barefoot and all that stuff," she said. "I get the message, but I also get that you have to have some basic level of support."
While stressing that she wanted to sound positive and hopeful, she said she wondered if places such as Jackson will still receive Vance's attention now that he is a national candidate.
"Given his agenda, do you think that's on his list?" she asked, adding, "I would certainly hope so."
Bowling, the library director, said that while the region had become "dependent on aid" through federal programs, there is a real need for government to be a "regulating, calming, encouraging entity."
As Vance has shifted from Trump critic to full-fledged MAGA vice-presidential candidate, he's embraced Trump's protectionist and populist views on the economy. While accepting the vice-presidential nomination last week, he castigated President Biden for supporting trade deals that "destroyed even good American middle-class manufacturing jobs."
His speech didn't touch on the individual failings of people like "Bob" who featured in the narrative of "Hillbilly Elegy."

A street sign indicates Panbowl Branch road, near the home of Vance's grandparents in rural Kentucky. (Luke Sharrett for the Washington Post)


Miles away from the now-dilapidated Vance family ancestral home outside Jackson, around hairpin curves and past some mountain homesteads, his family's cemetery is all but hidden in the woods, holding a spot where Vance has said he wants to be buried near his Mamaw and Papaw. Their graves are marked with a large headstone with the name "Vance" and the phrase, "Beyond The Sunset" -- the title of an old country song about the hereafter.
On the afternoon of Vance's acceptance speech, Wireman, the family friend and the mayor's brother, visited the remote site and said it proved wrong those who said Vance is not really of this place.

Mark Wireman, a family friend of Vance's, says criticism that Vance is not of Appalachia is incorrect. (Luke Sharrett for the Washington Post)


"The pushback that says he's not from around here, he's not one of us," Wireman said, shaking his head. "But we're standing here. Right there's his people. His blood."
Alice Crites and Hannah Natanson contributed to this report.
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What is 'gay and trans panic'? Michigan is latest to ban criminal defense.
The criminal defense seeks to use the victim's sexual identity to justify violence. The American Bar Association has deemed it a "miscarriage of justice."
By Frances Vinall | 2024-07-25

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) in January. (Al Goldis/AP)


Michigan is the latest state to ban the "gay and trans panic" criminal defense, making it unlawful to use "the discovery of a person's actual or perceived gender identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation as justification for the commission of a crime."
States have increasingly outlawed the defense in recent years, starting with California in 2006. But it is still lawful in most states. Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) signed the bill Tuesday.
Advocates for outlawing the defense point to high-profile cases such as the 2015 murder of David Spencer in Texas, who was stabbed by a friend who said he tried to kiss him. James Miller was sentenced in 2018 to six months in prison after his murder charge was downgraded to criminally negligent homicide following a "gay panic" defense argument from his attorney.
The American Bar Association has called for legislative action to "curtail the availability and effectiveness" of the defense, saying that "successful gay and trans panic defenses constitute a miscarriage of justice."
The legal defense is used when a defendant charged with a violent crime attempts to use the victim's sexual identity as a mitigating factor in his culpability, with the goal of acquittal or reduced charges.
A man accused of killing another man or trans woman, for example, might argue in court that the victim had either indicated interest in him, tried to sexually assault him or engaged in sexual behavior with him without disclosing their sexual identity.
W. Carsten Andresen, an assistant professor of criminal justice at St. Edward's University in Austin, has compiled a database of gay and trans panic defense cases from media articles, legal transcripts and academic writing. He found more than 700 instances of the defense being used in murder cases between 1970 and 2024 in the United States, including 18 in Michigan, he said in a phone interview. It was an effective tactic in reducing charges about a third of the time, his analysis of early data found.
Andresen said there were four main ways the argument is used.
The first is provocation, in which a defense attorney argues that a victim "hitting on" a defendant is "so upsetting, and it would be so upsetting to any man, that the violence is understandable," Andresen said. He added this was used more often as a tactic to reduce charges, for example from first- or second-degree murder to manslaughter.
The second is to bolster a self-defense argument in which the perpetrator of violence alleges the victim sexually assaulted him or attempted to assault him.
The third is insanity, in which the defendant argues that he had such a strong reaction to the actions of an LGBTQ+ person that he broke with reality and used violence, which has typically not been successful in courtrooms, Andresen said.
The fourth is diminished capacity, a lesser version of insanity that argues the victim's sexual identity affected the perpetrator's mental state.
The Michigan law bans using a person's real or perceived sexual identity in a provocation defense, a "heat of passion" defense or a reduced mental capacity defense.
Andresen said it empowers judges and prosecutors to stop or object to defense attorneys using a victim's sexual identity when making arguments to a jury. "There are still ways that the defense attorney will try to get around it," he said. "But it allows you to be vocal in calling this out and identifying it for what it is."
"It's been likened to rape shield laws with women, where if a woman is sexually assaulted, you're not allowed to bring up her sexual history," he added. "You hopefully are providing a little bit more context for what a defense attorney is trying to do when they try to insinuate that somebody ... is somehow to blame or that the offender is less culpable for the harm that they caused."
Twenty states and the District of Columbia have some form of legislation prohibiting an LGBTQ+ panic defense: California, Illinois, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, Nevada, New York, D.C., Colorado, New Jersey, Washington, Maryland, Oregon, Vermont, Virginia, New Mexico, New Hampshire, Delaware, Minnesota and Michigan, according to the National LGBTQ+ Bar Association.
There is legislation pending in Pennsylvania, and it has been introduced but failed in Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Iowa, Montana, Wisconsin, Georgia, Massachusetts, Nebraska, North Carolina and Texas, the group said.
A federal bill was introduced by Sen. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) and Rep. Chris Pappas (D-N.H.) in 2021 and reintroduced in 2023 but has not passed.
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Judge blocks Biden administration's ban on forced reset triggers
A federal judge cited the Supreme Court's decision to overturn a similar ban on bump stocks. Forced reset triggers allow semi-automatic weapons to fire faster.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-07-25

Semiautomatic rifles obtained during a buyback program are displayed at Los Angeles police headquarters in 2012. (Damian Dovarganes/AP)


A federal judge on Tuesday struck down a Biden administration ban on forced reset triggers, devices that allow semiautomatic weapons to fire at faster rates, citing the Supreme Court's decision to overturn a ban on bump stocks last month.
Judge Reed O'Connor of the Northern District of Texas ruled in favor of guns-rights groups that had sued the U.S. Justice Department and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives in 2023 challenging the ban.
O'Connor's ruling took the same approach that the Supreme Court's conservative majority did in overturning the Trump administration's ban on bump-stock devices in June by focusing on ATF's interpretation of laws restricting the possession of machine guns. It stated that although forced reset triggers enable a user to fire weapons at a faster rate than normal triggers, they do not meet the statutory definition of a machine gun because they do not enable guns to fire multiple rounds with a "single function of the trigger."
Dudley Brown, president of the National Association for Gun Rights, one of the groups that challenged the ban, wrote in a statement that Tuesday's decision -- along with the Supreme Court's ruling on bump stocks -- forces ATF "to return to their Constitutional boundaries."
Attorneys for the Justice Department and ATF did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday evening.
Forced reset triggers are devices that forcibly return the trigger of a firearm to its reset or ready-to-fire position after a bullet is fired, which allows a user to more quickly fire successive shots.
In a 2022 letter to federal firearms licensees, ATF said that certain forced reset triggers, which were being marketed as replacement triggers for AR-style rifles, allowed shooters to "automatically expel more than one shot with a single, continuous pull of the trigger" and were subject to a ban.
The National Association for Gun Rights and Texas Gun Rights, another advocacy group, sued the Justice Department and ATF in August 2023, arguing that the agencies had wrongly characterized forced reset triggers to ban them.
In court filings, ATF said that its testing found that a semiautomatic rifle equipped with a forced reset trigger could fire at an average rate of 840 rounds per minute, and that guns with forced reset triggers can be fired with a "single, constant pull of the trigger."
In his ruling, O'Connor sided with the National Association for Gun Rights and Texas Gun Rights in arguing that forced reset triggers still only fire a single round with "a single function of the trigger." He likened the characterization to the Supreme Court's decision on bump stocks. The Supreme Court in June similarly ruled against banning those devices on the argument that they did not alter the semiautomatic action of firearms despite facilitating a much faster rate of fire.
O'Connor's ruling referenced the 2017 mass shooting in Las Vegas that spurred the Trump administration's ban on bump stocks and a polarizing debate on the legality of devices that increase the rate of fire of semiautomatic weapons.
O'Connor acknowledged the "tragic nature" of the shooting but said that "no matter how terrible the circumstances, there is never a situation that justifies a court altering statutory text that was democratically enacted by those who are politically accountable."
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A teen was charged in a fatal crash. His parents were sentenced in the case.
Sean Smith was sentenced to three years of probation and Deo Ramnarine must take a parenting class after their teenage son was charged in a crash that killed Fortune Williams, 14. 
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-07-25

Fortune Williams, 14, died after she was ejected from the passenger seat of a speeding car in May 2023, police said. (Keisha Francis) 


Sean Smith leaned into a microphone in a New York courtroom on Monday and apologized. He was standing next to his teenage son, who was accused of driving 101 mph before hitting a truck last year -- causing his 14-year-old passenger to fly out of the car and die at the scene.
Behind Smith sat Keisha Francis, whose daughter, Fortune Williams, was the victim in that incident. While Francis said she accepted Smith's apology, she was pleased that he and the driver's mother, Deo Ramnarine, were being punished.
Smith, who had bought his son a BMW when the teen had a junior driver's license, and Ramnarine, whom prosecutors said was notified of her son driving illegally in New York City, were each charged in December with endangering the welfare of a child.
A judge in a Queens criminal court sentenced the couple Monday. Smith, 40, was sentenced to three years of probation and a 26-week parenting class after he pleaded guilty to his charge in June. Ramnarine, 43, was sentenced to a 26-week parenting class after pleading guilty to endangering the welfare of a child and disorderly conduct the same month, prosecutors said.
The Queens District Attorney's office called the sentencing a "groundbreaking case" of parents being held responsible for their children's actions. It came three months after Jennifer and James Crumbley -- whose teenage son opened fire in an Oxford, Mich., high school in 2021, killing four students -- were sentenced to 10 to 15 years in prison on involuntary manslaughter charges.
"A car is different than a gun, but both could be deadly," Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz told The Washington Post.
But lawyers for Smith and Ramnarine questioned how much responsibility the parents bore.
"My client was charged and ended up taking a plea to a crime that he wasn't present at and he had absolutely no knowledge that was occurring," James Polk, Smith's attorney, told The Post on Wednesday. "I think that's a very far-reaching idea of criminal liability."
Randall Unger, Ramnarine's lawyer, told The Post that civil action against his client would have been more appropriate. The criminal case set "the precedent of holding a parent responsible for actions by a child that I don't think really were foreseeable," Unger said.
Francis told The Post that she would have liked both parents to face a year in jail, the maximum penalty for their charges.
For more than two months after the crash, Francis, 37, struggled to eat, sleep, shower and work. She said she covered her Queens house with photos of Fortune, who wanted to be a doctor, so she could pretend to greet her every day.
Each week, Francis visits her daughter's grave in Farmingdale, N.Y., and leaves Fortune's favorite flowers -- red and purple roses. Francis said she continues to pay Fortune's phone bill so she can hear her brief voicemail: "It's Fortune."
"I'm going to be hurting still for the rest of my life," Francis said.

Fortune Williams, 14, died after she was ejected from the passenger seat of a speeding car in May 2023, police said. (Keisha Francis) 


The 17-year-old driver, whom officials have not publicly identified because he's underage, was arraigned in December on multiple charges, including second-degree manslaughter, third-degree assault, second-degree reckless endangerment and three counts of second-degree assault. He could face up to 15 years in prison if he's convicted. He has not yet entered a plea, and his attorney did not respond to requests for comment.
On May 17, 2023, the teen, who was 16 at the time, was driving a red 2005 BMW 325i about 70 mph over the speed limit in Queens with Fortune in the passenger seat, the prosecutor's office said in a statement. The driver lost control of the BMW while switching lanes, crashing into the back of a parked UPS truck, the New York Police Department said at the time.
Fortune was ejected from the vehicle, the prosecutor's office said. Police said she suffered head trauma and was pronounced dead at the scene.
The driver was taken to Cohen Children's Medical Center in Queens with minor injuries, police said. He told police there that he had picked up Fortune at her home and was taking her to his grandmother's house, according to the district attorney's office. Smith told police that the BMW was registered in his name but that he had bought the car for his son, prosecutors said.
The teen had a junior driver's license, which prohibited him from driving in New York City but allowed him to drive without a supervisor in Upstate New York most hours of the day.
Francis said she spoke to Fortune on the phone about 30 minutes before she died.
"I'm going to call you back," Francis recalled her daughter saying. "I love you, mom."
"I love you too, babe," Francis said she responded.
Fortune never called back. Francis said she heard that her daughter was in a car crash from police, who picked her up from the nursing home she works at in Woodmere, N.Y., and took her to a precinct station in Queens. Officers showed her two pieces of jewelry the victim was wearing -- a white diamond necklace and a gold anklet -- and asked if they were her daughter's, Francis said.
They were. Francis screamed, holding her stomach and falling to the floor crying, she said. She said she didn't know the driver, who Fortune met at school.
Investigators found that the driver had been ticketed in November 2022 for driving without a license and driving while using a portable electronic device, prosecutors said. The same month, an administrator at the teen's high school had informed his parents that he had been driving to school, according to prosecutors.
That evidence helped Katz build a case that the parents were aware of their son breaking the law, she said.
"You can't give a vehicle to someone who doesn't have a license," Katz said, "and then obviate all responsibility for that vehicle, especially if you're a parent."
Authorities charged the driver and his parents in December after prosecutors investigated the crash.
While Monday's sentencing was rare, a similar case occurred in Nassau County, N.Y., in 2012, when two parents were charged with unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle after prosecutors said their son killed four people in a car crash while he was driving with a learner's permit.
The driver of the BMW in Queens is scheduled to appear in court again in September. Francis said she's considering further legal action against his parents.
"If they didn't give their son that car, my daughter would be here right now," Francis said. " ... She'd probably be watching TV right now or be in her room or be in my bed -- because she loves to lie in my bed. She'll be here living her normal life like every other kid."
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Trump rally shooter searched for info on JFK assassin, FBI chief says 
The gunman used a rifle with a collapsible stock and, a week before the attack, searched for answers to "how far away was Oswald from Kennedy." 
By Devlin Barrett | 2024-07-25

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said on July 24 that Thomas Matthew Crooks had researched Lee Harvey Oswald's assassination of President John F. Kennedy.


The gunman who tried to assassinate former president Donald Trump had searched online days earlier for information about the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and used a rifle with a collapsible stock that may have made it easier for him to disguise the weapon before climbing onto a roof, FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said Wednesday.
Wray's testimony before the House Judiciary Committee offered the most detailed account to date of the actions of Thomas Matthew Crooks, the 20-year-old gunman who was fatally shot by a Secret Service sniper after opening fire during the July 13 campaign rally in Butler, Pa. One rallygoer was killed, two others were critically injured, and Trump suffered a graze wound to his ear.
The rally shooting, two days before the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, rattled elected officials across the country and raised new fears about political violence in a tumultuous presidential election year. Wray sought to reassure lawmakers that his agency was doing everything possible to understand the gunman's actions, while also cautioning that other federal investigators would be responsible for assessing the security failure that made the attack possible.
A week before the rally, Crooks searched for answers to "how far away was Oswald from Kennedy," Wray said -- a reference to the assassin who used a rifle to kill President John F. Kennedy in Dallas in 1963.
"That's a search that's obviously significant in terms of his state of mind," the FBI director said during the hours-long hearing, which was dominated by questions about the attack on Trump, the Republican presidential nominee. "He was interested in public figures and -- I think this is important -- starting around July 6 or so, he became very focused on former president Trump and this rally."
That same day, Wray said, the gunman also registered to attend the outdoor rally.
Crooks, who lived about an hour away in Bethel Park, Pa., fired at Trump from a rooftop just outside the rally security perimeter, using an AR-style rifle. FBI investigators have said so far that the gunman did not appear to have any discernible ideology, suggesting he was not motivated primarily by political animosity.
Wray said the exact nature of Trump's injury remains uncertain: "There's some question about whether or not it's a bullet or shrapnel that hit his ear."
"There's a whole lot of work underway and still a lot of work to do," Wray said. "The shooter may be deceased, but the FBI's investigation is very much ongoing."
"We'd love to have a road map that tells us exactly what he's thinking," the director continued. "We haven't found that yet."
Wray, who was nominated to lead the FBI in 2017 by then-President Trump, avoided discussing the security shortcomings that preceded the attack, saying those issues are under review by an inspector general and an outside group of experts. Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle resigned Tuesday under pressure from both Republican and Democratic lawmakers over the lapses.
Somewhat unusually for the House Judiciary Committee, Wednesday's hearing included hours focused mostly on the facts and substance of the Trump assassination attempt, rather than the partisan finger-pointing that typically dominates such sessions.
Still, there was some partisanship.
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who chairs the committee, is a longtime Trump ally and critic of Wray, the FBI and the Justice Department. He began the hearing by criticizing what he called "the Biden-Harris Justice Department" -- an acknowledgment that Vice President Harris is now running for the Democratic nomination after President Biden announced he would not seek a second term.
Before Wray finished testifying, Trump attacked him on social media, saying he should resign not because of anything to do with the shooting, but because the FBI director answered questions about his interactions with Biden by saying he observed nothing awry in the president's cognitive abilities.
"If that is the case, Director Wray should resign immediately from the FBI, and stop 'sweet talking' Congress every time he goes up, which he loves to do," Trump posted.
Wray told lawmakers that the rifle used in the rally shooting was bought legally in 2013 by the gunman's father, who sold it to his son in October 2023. The FBI determined that the family had 14 guns, the director said.
The weapon had a collapsible stock, meaning the gunman might have been able to hide it from view while carrying it before the attack. Wray noted that witnesses at the rally reported seeing a man with a gun on the rooftop, but not earlier, which might be explained by the collapsible stock.
The FBI director also confirmed a number of details from the investigation that have been publicly reported, including that there were eight spent bullet casings found near the gunman's body -- indicating that he fired at least that many times.
Before Crooks opened fire, a local police officer was boosted up so he could peer over the roof; the officer saw the man in a prone position with a gun, Wray said. Crooks turned to look at the officer, who then ducked down.
"That's seconds before the event," Wray said.

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said on July 24 that Thomas Matthew Crooks had a drone and explosives in his car during the July 13 Trump rally shooting.


The director also described how Crooks apparently used a drone hours before the shooting to examine the area near the rally, but not directly overhead.
"The drone was recovered in his vehicle," Wray testified. "The shooter was flying the drone around the area, not over the stage. ... We think that he was live-streaming, viewing the footage for about 11 minutes, about 200 yards away."
Two explosive devices were found in the shooter's car, items that Wray called "relatively crude devices themselves, but they did have the ability to be detonated remotely."
However, because the remotely controlled devices attached to the homemade bombs were left in the "off" position, Wray said, it appears "that if he had tried to detonate those devices from the roof, it would not have worked."
Technical experts at the FBI lab in Quantico, Va., were able to crack open the gunman's phone within two days of the attack. While they found some evidence of interest, the device did not provide an explanation for his motive, people familiar with the investigation have said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe the ongoing case.
The gunman used some encrypted messaging applications, which Wray said have "unfortunately now become very commonplace" in FBI investigations, as popular messaging software often includes encryption.
Asked whether the FBI believed there were any accomplices or co-conspirators in the shooting, Wray answered, "Not at this time, but again the investigation is ongoing."
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DOJ review blames Stone sentencing flip on poor leadership, not politics
The Justice Department's inspector general said "ineffectual leadership" led to the softening of Roger Stone's 2020 sentencing recommendation, which ignited a political firestorm.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-07-24

Conservative consultant Roger Stone, left, attends the third day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 17. (Justin Lane/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Justice Department's inspector general on Wednesday blamed "ineffectual leadership" and not White House interference for the softening of Roger Stone's sentencing recommendation in February 2020 after his conviction for lying to Congress. The report upheld an account by then-Attorney General William P. Barr but also found that line prosecutors' suspicions of political meddling by President Donald Trump's administration were not unreasonable.
A longtime political confidant of Trump and a Republican consultant, Stone was found guilty by a jury in November 2019 of lying to a House panel investigating Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election. At sentencing, front-line prosecutors initially notified the court that a sentence of about seven to nine years would be appropriate under federal guidelines.
Within hours of that filing, and after Trump tweeted that the request was "disgraceful" and a "miscarriage of justice" that could not be allowed, Barr overruled the trial team. A second memo signed by supervisors retracted the recommendation, prompting all four prosecutors to quit the case. Some of them later said publicly that they believed they were undercut by department leaders to protect Trump's longtime ally.
Stone was ultimately sentenced to a little more than three years behind bars, which Trump later commuted, sparing him prison time.
The Stone sentencing triggered a crisis of confidence in Barr and the Justice Department through the end of Trump's presidency, prompting hundreds of former employees to call for Barr's resignation and to exhort active employees to report any unethical conduct or politicization of decisions.
After a four-year investigation, the office of Inspector General Michael E. Horowitz repeatedly called Barr's intervention in the case "extraordinary." However, it said it found no evidence of direct interference by Trump and instead blamed "ineffectual leadership" by Timothy J. Shea, then acting U.S. attorney for Washington, D.C., who was supervising the case and who had been on the job for two weeks.
Barr declined to be interviewed for the inspector general's investigation, but denied in testimony to the House and news interviews at the time that Trump's Twitter tirade prompted the reversal. Instead, Barr said Shea -- formerly one of his closest advisers at the department -- had initially signaled to him that the recommendation would be much lower. Barr said he had been "very surprised" by the outcome.
Horowitz's office found that "rather than taking the approach he discussed with Barr, and despite telling Barr that he believed the Guidelines range was unreasonable," Shea authorized line prosecutors to issue a stiffer recommendation. Barr expressed to staffers that the action was not what he and Shea had discussed and needed to be "fixed," but the inspector general found that Barr's position was consistent before and after the recommendation was filed and before Trump tweeted.
"Based on the evidence described in this report, we concluded that the sequence of events that resulted in the Department's extraordinary step of filing a second sentencing memorandum was largely due to Shea's ineffectual leadership," the report concluded.
The report added, however, that prosecutor Aaron Zelinsky's later testimony to Congress that he and the rest of the trial team had been pressured to revise the memorandum for political reasons "was not unreasonable." It cited statements by another prosecutor and "speculative comments" by a supervising prosecutor about possible political interference. The supervisor was not named, but identified by title as the fraud and public corruption unit chief, the job that was being held by J.P. Cooney at the time. Cooney now works for special counsel Jack Smith's office.
The supervisor told investigators that he was not speaking from actual knowledge when he told the trial team that Shea was "afraid of the President" and when he told other supervisors that politics was driving Shea's decision-making, the report said.
The report stated that the supervisor's speculative comments were "not well considered" and unnecessarily further complicated the case.
"We recognize that the Department's handling of the sentencing in the Stone case was highly unusual," given the participation of Trump political appointees Shea and Barr, the report stated. However, it concluded that absent any prohibition on their involvement, their actions were ultimately left up to their own "discretion and judgment," including on how they would affect public perceptions of the department's integrity and independence.
Zelinsky attorney Joshua Matz said in a statement: "The rule of law depends on prosecutors pursuing and telling the truth. My client is gratified the report confirms that he told the truth about what he saw and heard."
Representatives for Shea, Barr and the Trump 2024 presidential campaign did not respond to requests for comment. Cooney declined through a spokesman to comment, but the report said his counsel responded that his concerns "were not entirely speculative" based on Trump's statements before and after the sentencing request and Shea's appointment. His counsel added that the criticism of him would inappropriately chill future internal department discussions about the improper politicization of sensitive cases.
The report opens a window back on a bitterly contentious time in the department, when Barr was accused of undercutting special counsel Robert S. Mueller III's investigation into the Trump campaign's ties to Russia, and of politicizing and replacing the leaders of two of its most important U.S. attorney offices for Washington and Manhattan.
Those accusations intensified after Barr removed Trump's initial appointee as U.S. attorney two weeks before Stone's sentencing, replacing Jessie K. Liu with his own counselor, Shea. Soon after, Barr led the department to ask a judge to erase the guilty plea of Michael Flynn. The former Trump national security adviser was accused of lying to the FBI about his interactions during the presidential transition with Sergey Kislyak, at the time the Russian ambassador to the United States.
Mueller ultimately found evidence was insufficient to conclude that Trump or his associates conspired with Russians to interfere in the campaign, although he issued detailed findings of potential obstruction of justice by the nation's commander in chief that were not the Justice Department's role to prosecute.
A former Stone prosecutor, Jonathan Kravis, wrote in an opinion article that in both Stone's and Flynn's cases, "The department undercut the work of career employees to protect an ally of the president, an abdication of the commitment to equal justice under the law."
In an interview, Kravis said Wednesday's inspector general report underscored his point, saying, "Is this really how you want top Justice Department political appointees to behave in these kinds of cases, taking extraordinary steps to benefit a friend and campaign adviser of the president who was convicted of lying to cover up for him?"
Barr has said he was "doing the law's bidding" to correct FBI misconduct in Flynn's case, and that he was not influenced by Trump in modifying a sentencing recommendation that was adopted by a judge.
Barr launched a reexamination of how government agents hunted for possible links between the Trump campaign and Russian efforts to interfere in the presidential election, but later broke with Trump. Barr contradicted the former president's false claims about the 2020 election and called him "a very petty individual who will always put his interests ahead of the country's," but said in April that he would vote for Trump in November.
Trump has privately discussed plans to punish critics if elected to a second term, including by investigating former allies and top appointees who became critics of his time in office as well as of FBI and Justice Department officials.
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Woman stole $300K from church and used it on TikTok coins     
The former church employee pleaded guilty to a fraud charge of using parish money to buy virtual gifts for TikTok creators.
By Justine McDaniel | 2024-07-24

(Kiichiro Sato/AP)


An Alabama woman pleaded guilty to stealing nearly $300,000 from the church where she worked and sending much of it to content creators on TikTok.
Kristen Battocletti of Tuscaloosa, Ala., was accused of using a parish credit card to make more than 600 transactions over a seven-month period in 2023, including the purchase of more than $220,000 worth of TikTok coins.
She was charged with one count of wire fraud, the Justice Department announced Tuesday. Battocletti, 35, agreed to plead guilty and repay the church, according to court documents.
Her sentencing is set for November. The maximum penalty is 20 years in prison, three years of supervised release and a $250,000 fine.
Public defenders listed for Battocletti did not immediately return a request for comment Wednesday. A message left at a phone number associated with her was not returned Wednesday morning.
Battocletti stole the money from St. Francis of Assisi University Parish in Tuscaloosa while working as an administrative assistant there, according to federal court documents. She linked the church Mastercard to her Apple Pay account and then used it to make the purchases, including about $80,000 in personal expenses such as car insurance payments, the documents said.
The rest of the spending was on TikTok coins, including nearly $70,000 in June 2023, about $105,000 in July and about $75,000 in August. Battocletti used the coins to send digital gifts to content creators, the U.S. attorney's office said.
The coins are a digital currency that viewers use to send virtual gifts to creators, which they can then cash in. "Gifts are virtual items you can send to show your appreciation for your favorite creators on TikTok," the platform's website says.
Battocletti was responsible for the parish bookkeeping and had been employed there since 2018, said Donald Carson, a spokesperson for the Diocese of Birmingham.
The money was taken gradually, but eventually others at the church began to notice that cash was missing, Carson said. "The loss began to add up, and that's one of the triggers that got their attention," Carson said.
The pastor and the parish's finance council discovered the unauthorized transactions when they investigated the missing funds. A diocese auditor confirmed the findings.
"It's tough when a member of your family, so to speak, makes decisions that are not in your best interest or in her own," Carson said. "Our concern, at this point, is really to pray for her and her family, and her best outcome and recovery through all of this."
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Divers discover 19th-century shipwreck laden with 100 champagne bottles
Any plan to pop the corks will have to wait until further exploration, the team said.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-07-25

A team of divers inspect a 19th-Century wreck laden with 100 bottles of champagne about 20 nautical miles south of the Swedish island of Oland. (Tomasz Stachura/Baltictech)


A team of divers dedicated to combing the Baltic Sea for shipwrecks said they finally have reason to celebrate after discovering a 19th-century vessel laden with about 100 sealed bottles of champagne.
"I think we have a treasure," Tomasz Stachura, leader of Polish diving group, Baltictech, posted to Facebook after the team's discovery on July 11.
The wreck was located about 20 nautical mile south of the Swedish island of Oland.
Stachura, who specializes in underwater photography, said the ship was in "very good condition" and "loaded with champagne, porcelain wine and mineral water."
After analyzing some of the items on board, the divers estimate that the ship capsized in the second half of the 19th century.
The divers did not initially expect the wreck to be "anything significant," Stachura said in an email to The Washington Post Thursday, adding that the team "even hesitated for a moment whether to dive at all."
But two of the team's crew, Marek Cacaj and Pawel Truszynski, were determined to check out the wreck, Stachura said, adding that the pair were gone for almost two hours.
Stachura said he knew, in that moment, that the team had likely located something special.
While the Baltictech team have found "numerous wrecks" in the Baltic sea, it is unusual to find a shipwreck "loaded to the brim" with champagne, Stachura said.
"I have been diving for 40 years, and it often happens that there is one bottle or two... but to discover a wreck with so much cargo, it's a first for me," he said.

A team of divers inspect a 19th-Century wreck laden with 100 bottles of champagne about 20 nautical miles south of the Swedish island of Oland. (Tomasz Stachura/Baltictech)



A team of divers inspect a 19th-Century wreck laden with 100 bottles of champagne about 20 nautical miles (37 kilometers) south of the Swedish island of Oland. (Tomasz Stachura/Baltictech)


The team also discovered clay water bottles on the wreck, with the German brand name "Selters" stamped onto them.
During this time period, the German brand was "highly valued" and "often reserved for royal tables," Stachura said. The water was "considered almost medicinal."
Selters, which appears to still be producing water, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Developments regarding the team's discovery will be shared at the Baltictech 2024 Conference, which be held in November in Poland.
While the divers notified Swedish regional authorities about their finding, they might not be able to crack open the ancient champagne just yet.
Further exploration and the possibility of hauling the cargo to the surface "will take time due to administrative restrictions," Stachura said, though he didn't seem to fazed about waiting to review the treasure above water.
"It had been lying there for 170 years, so let it lie there for one more year, and we will have time to better prepare for the operation," he said.
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Israel recovers bodies of five hostages amid delay in latest talks on deal
Israeli media contrasted the news about the recovery of the bodies with Benjamin Netanyahu's triumphant speech in the United States and the lack of a hostage deal.
By Maham Javaid, Susannah George | 2024-07-25

This combination of pictures provided on Thursday by the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters shows, from left, hostages Ravid Aryeh Katz, Kiril Brodski, Tomer Ahimas, Oren Goldin and Maya Goren. (Hostages Families Forum Headquarters/AFP/Getty Images)


The bodies of five Israelis killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack and then taken to Gaza have been recovered, the Israel Defense Forces said Thursday, as families of hostages reacted angrily to news that an Israeli negotiating team has delayed its latest trip to Qatar for talks to free those remaining.
The delay comes as those involved in the cease-fire talks revealed that the negotiations hit a snag after Israel made new demands, including keeping its troops along the Gaza border with Egypt.
The hostages' bodies were retrieved from an unguarded tunnel in Khan Younis in southern Gaza, according to Israeli radio. The bodies recovered were those of Maya Goren, 56, a kindergarten teacher, and four soldiers: Oren Goldin, Tomer Ahimas, Kiril Brodski and Ravid Aryeh Katz, according to the IDF statement. 
News about the recovery of the bodies emerged around the time Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was addressing Congress and promoting his efforts to free the hostages. In his speech Wednesday, he promised their families that he "will not rest until all their loved ones are home," as protests against him continued outside the U.S. Capitol.
In Israel, families of hostages reacted negatively to the news about the latest setbacks in the hostage talks, particularly the delay of the negotiating team's trip to Qatar, and blamed Netanyahu.
"For two weeks, the Prime Minister has refrained from responding to the mediators' inquiries regarding the implementation of the deal," the Hostages Families Forum Headquarters said in a statement. "It has now become apparent that the information provided to the hostages' families did not accurately reflect the situation's reality."
The group accused Netanyahu and the negotiating team of "a deliberate sabotage of the chance to bring our loved ones back," and it demanded to know who was obstructing the hostage deal and why.
Talks around the hostage negotiations hit a new snag last week in Doha, the Qatari capital, according to a diplomat briefed on the talks who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive diplomatic effort.
After the meeting, Israeli negotiators submitted new demands, including the refusal to withdraw from Gaza's border with Egypt and restrictions on the ability for civilians to return to Gaza's north, according to the diplomat.
Granting civilians permission to return to northern Gaza has been a key Hamas demand in the talks for months, and previous reports from the negotiations suggested the issue had largely been agreed on. Israeli forces took over Gaza's border with Egypt in May and say the area was used by Hamas to smuggle weapons and supplies into Gaza.
While Netanyahu's speech received numerous standing ovations from lawmakers who attended, much of the reaction in the Israeli press was critical and contrasted the address with the discovery of the hostages' corpses.
"While Netanyahu was speaking in Congress, the IDF was working to identify the bodies of dead hostages," columnist Nahum Barnea wrote in the Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper. "One world in Washington, another world in Israel."
The daily Maariv quoted Einav Zangauker, whose son Matan is being held hostage, as saying that Netanyahu was delaying the deal "for personal reasons."
"Even if we receive news of more hostages dying in tunnels, he will continue with his public relations campaign in the United States and will continue to drag his feet," she said.
A Netanyahu ally, Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, hit back at the media for what he called its overly negative portrayal of the prime minister's "impressive" speech, and accused commentators of trying to weaken the country.
"The bitter band of sourpusses in [the media] has illustrated once again the enormity of its disconnect from Israeli experience and is doing everything to ruin the celebration," he wrote on Facebook.
Family and friends of Goren, the kindergarten teacher whose body was taken from Kibbutz Nir Oz, expressed relief that her body had been recovered. She had already been declared dead in December.
"Mom was finally laid to rest -- after more than nine months, her journey has ended," her family said in a statement shared on a WhatsApp forum that also thanked the security forces that brought her body back. "Your abandonment has at last ended." Around a quarter of residents of the kibbutz were reported killed or missing after the attack, and about half of the houses were destroyed.
 About 250 hostages were taken by Hamas and its allies on Oct. 7. Israelis said at least 111 remain in Gaza and of those, at least 72 are believed to still be alive.
Talks to release hostages and end the war in Gaza have been stalled for months, with each side blaming the other for the lack of progress. At the core of the deadlock is the issue of how the war in Gaza will end. Hamas has demanded that the release of hostages be followed by the withdrawal of Israeli forces and a permanent cease-fire. Netanyahu has vowed to completely destroy Hamas.
For its part, Hamas also accused Netanyahu of obstructing negotiations.
"He is the one who thwarted all efforts," the group said, blasting Netanyahu's claim that efforts to reach an agreement have intensified and calling it "a complete lie."
Former president Donald Trump called for a quick end to Israel's war with Hamas and a return of the hostages during an interview with Fox News on Thursday morning, a day before his scheduled meeting with Netanyahu. The war should end fast "because they are getting decimated with this publicity, and you know Israel is not very good at public relations," Trump said. He also criticized those who protested Wednesday outside the U.S. Congress, and called for a one-year jail sentence for desecrating the U.S. flag.
Russian President Vladimir Putin met Syrian President Bashar al-Assad in the Kremlin on Thursday. "Considering all the events that are taking place in the world as a whole and in the Eurasian region today, our meeting today seems very important to discuss all the details of the development of these events," Assad told Putin through a Russian interpreter.
Many Palestinian families are continually forced to seek new places of refuge inside the Gaza Strip, where there is no safe place, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees said Thursday morning. "Children are crying and screaming. Everybody is in this horrible position once again. It keeps happening over and over and over," said Louise Wateridge, a spokeswoman for the U.N. Relief and Works Agency in Gaza. "They are forced from place to place, promised safety where there is none."
At least 39,175 people have been killed and 90,403 injured in Gaza since the war started, the Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 327 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
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NORAD intercepts Russian, Chinese bombers off Alaskan coast 
Defense officials have noted increased China-Russia cooperation in the Arctic, while cautioning that their collaboration is still "somewhat superficial."
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-07-25

In a photo distributed by NORAD, a Russian TU-95 and two Chinese H-6 military aircraft are seen operating in the Alaska Air Defense Identification Zone on Thursday. (North American Aerospace Defense Command)


U.S. and Canadian fighter jets intercepted two Russian and two Chinese bombers flying in international airspace near Alaska on Wednesday, the North American Aerospace Defense Command said, days after U.S. Defense Department officials said that increased Russian and Chinese activity in the Arctic region was "very noticeable and concerning."
NORAD "detected, tracked, and intercepted" the foreign military aircraft operating in the Alaska Air Defense Identification Zone, a zone that begins where sovereign airspace ends and which requires the "ready identification of all aircraft in the interest of national security," NORAD said in a news release Wednesday.
The planes -- two Russian TU-95 and two Chinese H-6 aircraft -- remained in international airspace and did not enter American or Canadian sovereign airspace, it added.
The activity was "not seen as a threat," NORAD said, adding that it "will continue to monitor competitor activity near North America and meet presence with presence."
Chinese Defense Ministry spokesman Zhang Xiaogang said in a press briefing Thursday that the flight was the eighth "joint air strategic patrol" carried out by the Chinese and Russian militaries since 2019. He added that the operation "is not directed at any third party, complies with international law and practices, and is unrelated to the current international and regional situation."
Joint China-Russia military exercises are nothing new. However, U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks on Monday said China was seeking "greater influence" in the Arctic region, and that there was "growing cooperation between the PRC [People's Republic of China] and Russia in the Arctic," something she described as "troubling."
Hicks, who was unveiling a new Arctic strategy, described this as "a critical time in the region," particularly as "climate change and the resulting shifts in the operating environment" had implications for U.S. defense missions.
The strategy noted that China's presence in the Arctic, "while limited, is increasing," and said "while significant areas of disagreement between the PRC and Russia remain, their growing alignment in the region is of concern." It added that Russia's invasion of Ukraine "has made it increasingly reliant on the PRC for financing energy export infrastructure in the Arctic," where more than 80 percent of its natural gas production is located.
Defense officials have stressed that, even as Russia-China military cooperation has increased in recent years, the operations still remain limited.
"While we see this increasing collaboration, I think it's also important to note that it's somewhat superficial in nature still, especially from a military perspective," Iris Ferguson, the Defense Department's deputy assistant secretary for Arctic policy, said Monday.
"We know what it takes to operate with our Arctic allies and partners," she continued. "And so, you know, flying in circles with one another briefly or deploying alongside one another is maybe good for optics, but we know that that's not the same kind of level of in-depth cooperation that we have with our partners."
Earlier this month, the U.S. Coast Guard said a patrol discovered several Chinese military ships in the Bering Sea, in international waters but within the U.S. exclusive economic zone. The Chinese vessels said they were conducting "freedom of navigation operations," the coast guard statement added.
Maham Javaid and Vic Chiang contributed to this report.
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Russia is banned from the Paris Olympics. Here's what that means. 
Russia is banned from the Paris Olympics, but its athletes aren't. Instead, they'll be competing as Individual Neutral Athletes, without their country's flags.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-07-25

The Russian flag will not be raised during any medal ceremonies in Paris. (David J. Phillip/AP)


Russia, traditionally an Olympic power, will have just a handful of athletes at this year's Paris Games. Here's what you need to know about Russia at this year's Olympics.
Individual Russian athletes who have been allowed to compete as neutrals in qualifying events can apply for entry to the Olympics. The International Olympic Committee has banned Russia from all team sports, however, because of the country's invasion of Ukraine.
Russian athletes who want to compete in Paris must go through a two-stage approval process. They must petition the governing bodies of their sports, then be approved by an IOC review panel that judges if the athletes have expressed support for Russia's invasion of Ukraine or have ties to sports clubs linked to the Russian military.
If approved by the IOC, Russian athletes will be considered Individual Neutral Athletes -- abbreviated as AIN, after the French translation of that phrase -- and will not be allowed to feature the Russian flag on their uniforms, instead wearing the red, white and blue of France's flag. If a Russian athlete wins a gold medal, the country's national anthem will be replaced by IOC-commissioned music and a generic AIN flag will be raised. (In previous Games when Russian athletes were limited, the Olympic flag had been raised.)
Medals won by Russian athletes will not be included in the official medal tally.
In March, the IOC announced that any Russian athletes who are allowed to compete in Paris would not be allowed to participate in the Opening Ceremonies. They will be allowed only "to experience the event," which probably means watching as the parade of nations floats down the Seine.
As of July 5, 15 Russian athletes had accepted invitations to compete at the Olympics. Six of them were tennis players: World No. 5 Daniil Medvedev (the 2021 U.S. Open champion), Pavel Kotov, Roman Safiullin, Ekaterina Aleksandrova, Mirra Andreeva and Diana Shnaider.
Russian athletes won two of the eight gold medals awarded in taekwondo at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, but the IOC did not approve any Russian athletes in that sport this year.
Russian athletes won silver medals in two team sports -- men's volleyball and women's handball -- at the Tokyo Olympics. Men's volleyball teams featuring Russian athletes have won a medal 11 of 15 times the sport has been offered at the Olympics, including in five of the past six Games. Russian women's handball teams have appeared in the final in each of the past two Olympics, winning gold in 2016. Neither will be allowed to compete this year.
In early July, the Russian wrestling federation said all 10 of its athletes who were offered Olympic spots will refuse to compete. The 10 wrestlers would have been the largest group of Russian athletes competing in one sport this year.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and a number of athletes from that country have asked the IOC to impose a blanket ban on all Russian athletes and have threatened to boycott the Games.
"It is obvious that any neutral flag of Russian athletes is stained with blood," Zelensky said in 2023 before referring to a city in eastern Ukraine that was devastated at the start of Russia's invasion. "I invite [IOC President Thomas Bach] to Bakhmut so that he could see with his own eyes that neutrality does not exist."
Belarusian athletes face the same restrictions as Russian athletes. Belarus has supported Russia's invasion of Ukraine, permitting Russian troops to drill there and allowing them to invade Ukrainian territory from Belarus at the start of the conflict.
As of July 5, 16 Belarusian athletes had accepted invitations to compete, including defending men's trampoline gold medalist Ivan Litvinovich and swimmer Ilya Shymanovich, the world record holder in the short-course 100-meter breaststroke.
Russian athletes competed under the Russian Olympic Committee flag at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 as punishment for the country's long-running doping program. The 335 ROC athletes in 30 sports won 20 gold and 71 total medals, finishing fifth in the medal table.
After World War II, Germany and Japan were not invited to the 1948 London Olympics. South Africa was banned from all Olympics from 1964 to 1988 because of its apartheid government.
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Wildfire reaches resort town of Jasper as Alberta battles over 170 blazes
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said "every necessary resource available" was being mobilized as wildfires rage across the western Canadian province. 
By Kelsey Ables | 2024-07-25

Thousands of people fled their homes in Alberta, Canada, as multiple fires continue to burn in Jasper National Park on July 23.


Wildfire reached the Canadian alpine resort town of Jasper on Wednesday evening as authorities reported more than 170 blazes across the western province of Alberta.
There has been "significant loss" within the site of the town, Jasper National Park said in a post on social media. Thousands of people fled their homes after an evacuation order earlier this week.
"Today has been an exceptionally difficult day for Jasperites, incident personnel and everyone who loves Jasper," park authorities said.
The authorities added that they are "sensitive that residents ... and those with connections to Jasper want to know the state of their homes, businesses, treasures and favourite places" but that they could not provide specific information about the damage Wednesday night.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau wrote on social media late Wednesday that Alberta had requested federal assistance with the fires, adding that "we're mobilizing every necessary resource available."
As of Wednesday afternoon, 59 of the fires were classified as "out of control" and more than 17,500 people were estimated to be under evacuation orders, according to the Alberta government.
This summer's outbreak of blazes comes after an unprecedented wildfire season in Canada last year, during which more than 45 million acres burned and smoke affected air quality in the country as well as large swaths of the United States.
Wildfire was driven into Jasper, a popular tourist destination in the Canadian Rockies with a population of about 4,500, on Wednesday by "strong wind gusts from the south and southeast," according to an earlier post from Jasper National Park. "If you have not yet evacuated town you must leave now," it urged park visitors and residents, who were first ordered to evacuate Monday.
Kimberly Getz, 38, regularly spent summer weekends in Jasper growing up and describes the town as small, friendly and "breathtakingly beautiful." She watched the images coming out of the town in "shock and utter disbelief," she said in a text message.
Getz's great-grandfather, Donald "Curly" Phillips, settled in Jasper in the early 1900s and helped it become a tourist destination, building boats and lodges and opening a fishing and mountaineering business there, she said.
As the fire progresses, she's worried about losing everything from her favorite candy store to the cabin her great-grandfather built. "It's hard to even comprehend how much will be lost and how irreplaceable everything is," she said.
Getz's aunt Lorri Anne Maley-Bell said she has "a lifetime of wonderful memories made in Jasper" and credits Jasper National Park with inspiring her to become an artist. She fears for the potential loss of life as flames engulf the town and says losing archives containing local history will "hit hard many Jasperites."
Katie Ellsworth, an incident commander with Parks Canada, told the Edmonton Journal that the wildfire "is significantly larger and more aggressive than the wildfires we've seen in the past few years," and "has much closer proximity to the community."
By 8:30 p.m. local time, only some first responders could remain in Jasper because air quality had deteriorated to a level that required "wildland firefighters and others without self contained breathing apparatuses" to evacuate to a town nearby, park authorities said on social media.
Up to 20 millimeters of rain is forecast in the next 24 hours, the park said, noting it could "help to reduce fire activity." Earlier Wednesday, suppression efforts by helicopter bucketing were not effective and water bombers could not assist due to dangerous conditions.
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The ordinary people risking everything to protect Venezuela's vote     
In a country where the authoritarian president is accused of rigging elections -- disqualifying challengers, barring international observers, harassing opponents, menacing voters -- their work could prove essential.
By Samantha Schmidt, Ana Herrero | 2024-07-25
LA GUAIRA, Venezuela -- In the sweltering patio of a private home, two dozen volunteers listened carefully as an organizer prepared them for the delicate, potentially dangerous job ahead.
Intelligence agents of the socialist state circled the house. An outside wall bore pro-government graffiti identifying it as a meeting place for the opposition.
Venezuela was less than a week away from the most important election the country has seen in a decade, one that could compel President Nicolas Maduro to at least share power with the opposition. The volunteers were among the thousands of citizen testigos -- witnesses -- who will try on Sunday to protect a basic tenant of democracy: a fair vote.
The job was simple: watching polling centers to ensure all rules are followed. But in a country where the authoritarian president is accused of rigging elections -- disqualifying challengers, barring international observers, harassing opponents, menacing voters -- their work could be essential.

William Benavides attends the session for volunteers on Sunday on the patio of a private home. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


And here in Vargas state, a stronghold of government support, the witnesses were taking on a significant risk. By showing their faces at their local polling places, they say, they are facing harassment and threats from their own neighbors. And in a place where many families live in government housing or depend on the state for a weekly ration of food staples, they could be risking their homes and livelihoods.
Opposition organizer Mairim Arvelo Monroy urged them to be honest about whether they could commit to taking that risk.
"Whoever has doubts must step to the side," she said, and with a handkerchief dabbed sweat from her face. "Be clear, be firm, tell us if you can't go, if you're afraid. The fear is valid, and understandable."

Volunteers use a calculator and a mobile card reader to represent the fingerprint technology used on election day. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 



Arvelo describes the voting process. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


Venezuela's opposition says it has recruited witnesses to monitor more than 98 percent of 30,000 of the country's polling tables -- one per candidate per table. "For the first time, we are going to be one step ahead of them," said one organizer, who spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concern for security.
Maduro, who took power here after the death of Hugo Chavez in 2013, has presided over an economic collapse and violent repression that have driven more than 7 million people to flee the country. On Sunday, he faces the greatest challenge yet to his authoritarian rule: a unified, popular opposition running in what he has promised will be a fair election.

Mock voting equipment for training. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


Polls show opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez would win a clean vote in a landslide. But few here expect Maduro to let that happen.
"The worst scenario would be that the government steals the vote and we don't have a way to prove it," said one opposition politician, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity out of concern for security.
The opposition had planned to send its most experienced witnesses to the centers most vulnerable to fraud -- principally, those in strongly chavista, or pro-government, areas. But last month, the government announced new rules. Witnesses are limited to monitoring their own voting centers -- meaning they will be watching their own neighbors.
"They forced us to race, all over the country," to recruit new members, Vargas organizer Jose Rafael Rolon Cedeno said.
This has been especially tricky in historically chavista states such as Vargas, where 10 opposition organizers have been jailed this election cycle, Rolon said. In some areas, such as one near a military university, where most locals serve in the armed forces, the opposition is resigned to simply not having witnesses. "They did that on purpose, to block us," Arvelo said.

Graciela Martinez is the opposition electoral coordinator for Vargas state. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 



Sebastiana Mayora has volunteered to be an election observer in a chavista stronghold in Vargas, where she has been threatened for supporting the opposition. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


The government has also divided larger voting centers into smaller ones -- some remote polling tables serve only 100 voters. Opposition organizers have sent teams on 5-hour motorbike rides into the mountains to knock on doors and ask -- discreetly -- for volunteers.
The changes have led many witnesses to back out. But one 74-year-old man in Arvelo's audience was steadfast.
Organizers had struggled to recruit volunteers in Aciclo Requena's housing "mission," a dilapidated complex built by Chavez right across the street from Venezuela's international airport. Requena and his family were given a small apartment here after they lost their home in devastating mudslides in 1999 that killed an estimated 190,000 people. In Maduro's first election, he took 91 percent of the vote here.

A baseball field in the Playa Grande neighborhood of La Guaira. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


Requena's wife has hypertension, diabetes and early signs of dementia. He has no legal title to their home, he says, and fears the government could take it away. They haven't had running water in 15 days. They live off Requena's salary from a food company; he's paid not in money but food staples, and then sells packets of rice and pasta to neighbors for cash.
On Sunday, he says, he is willing to risk it all. Requena expects to be his polling table's only witness, with no substitute to fill in for him should he need a meal or bathroom break, for more than 12 hours straight.
"If I have to hold on until dawn, I will hold on," he said. "If we're afraid, we lose."
He spoke with a young woman who will be the only other witness in his area. She looked nervous. Requena reached for her hand.
"We have to put up with the fight," he told her. "The process is uncomfortable for them, but not for us. Don't be afraid, because I'm going. I'll be close by. We will help each other out."

Aciclo Requena lives with his wife in what is known as a government housing mission. She has diabetes, high blood pressure and early signs of dementia, and they resell subsidized food to pay for her medicine. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 



A government-subsidized box of food staples includes items such as pasta, cooking oil and powdered milk. Requena risks losing the couple's ration and home by monitoring the vote. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


The volunteers spoke as if they were preparing for a battle.
"There are hundreds of Venezuelans joining an army of brave men, brave women, willing to defend our vote, even with our lives," witness Francisco Valderrama said. "As I have told my wife and daughters at home, you go out, vote, you return home, but I am going to be defending our vote at the polling station until the end."
"At 72 years old," Ines Pinto said, "I have nothing more to lose."

Volunteers simulate voting for practice. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 



The monitors prepare to count the mock votes during the training session. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


They trained on the patio of the old, apparently empty house of an opposition leader. They had planned to meet in an office building, but it had been swarmed in recent days by intelligence officers. Scrawled outside the home was "Bolivarian Fury," the name of a Maduro plan to thwart "terrorist and coup attempts."
Arvelo explained the steps involved in opening up, running and closing each voting center, and how to report any suspicious activity. If a witness notices, for example, someone who seems to be accompanying voters or pressuring them to vote for the government, she said, they should notify their witness captain.
"If you see something, if you see that someone bumped the voting machine, or the military removed you arbitrarily -- those are electoral crimes," she said.

An image of President Nicolas Maduro, an authoritarian socialist, smiles over homes in Playa Grande. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post) 


A volunteer raised his hand. "The most important thing is that on Sunday," he advised, "please, do not fall for any temptation."
In one large government housing mission, home to thousands of families, six witnesses have pulled out. Days before the vote, campaign organizers tried to recruit a retired firefighter and paramedic. The man, who spoke on the condition that he be identified only as Alex, agreed to sign up. But he was still weighing his concerns.
The former public servant, a father of two, now fishes for a living. From his small home, he can see a mural of Chavez, the president for whom he once voted.
On the one hand, he feared he might lose the little he has managed to hold on to, simply for supporting a fair vote.
"For me, there are other risks," he said. "The risk that Venezuela doesn't change."
It was a gamble for democracy. Days before the election, he decided he wasn't willing to take it.
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Komodo dragons have iron-coated teeth to rip apart prey, scientists find
The study's lead author said it provided insight into how the lizards keep their teeth razor sharp -- and possible clues to how dinosaurs like Tyrannosaurus rex hunted.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-07-25

A Komodo dragon at the London Zoo in 2018. (Yui Mok/PA/AP)


Komodo dragons are compared to carnivorous dinosaurs for good reason. They are the largest living lizard on the planet. Their large, serrated teeth can tear apart almost any kind of meat, including water buffaloes weighing more than 1,000 pounds.
On Wednesday, scientists announced a discovery that could add to the comparisons: Komodo dragons' teeth are coated with iron to rip apart their prey. Aaron LeBlanc, a lecturer in dental biosciences at King's College London and the lead author of the study, said in a news release that the findings give "new insight into how Komodo dragons keep their teeth razor-sharp and may provide clues to how dinosaurs like Tyrannosaurus rex killed and ate their prey."
The study, published in Nature Ecology & Evolution, "demonstrates a striking and previously overlooked predatory adaptation in the Komodo dragon," according to the authors.
The Komodo dragons' "iron-enriched coatings on their tooth serrations and tips" are evident from their orange pigmentation, according to the authors. This pigmentation has never been reported before in a carnivorous reptile, they added.
Although other reptiles have iron on their teeth, the study suggests that "only some species have evolved prominent iron coatings along specific parts of their tooth crowns, presumably as feeding adaptations."

A close-up of the tip of a Komodo dragon tooth, showing serration and orange pigmentation along the tip. (Aaron LeBlanc) 


Indigenous to Indonesia, Komodo dragons are thought to be able to live up to 30 years in the wild. They are found on just a handful of islands in the archipelagic nation, including the one that lends the species its name.
They are listed as endangered on the International Union for Conservation of Nature's Red List, which assesses populations that are at risk of extinction. The organization estimates that there are fewer than 3,500 Komodo dragons alive worldwide.
Komodo dragons share a common ancestor with dinosaurs -- and, the authors said, the iron coating on the dragons' teeth could shed light on how top dinosaur predators consumed their prey. Carnivorous dinosaurs' teeth resemble those of their Komodo dragon cousins: They are serrated, curved and blade-shaped.
Although the researchers could not confirm a similar iron coating on dinosaur fossils because of the effects of fossilization, they "want to use this similarity to learn more about how carnivorous dinosaurs might have ate and if they used iron in their teeth the same way as the Komodo dragon," LeBlanc said in the news release.
"With further analysis of the Komodo teeth we may be able to find other markers in the iron coating that aren't changed during fossilization. With markers like that we would know with certainty whether dinosaurs also had iron-coated teeth and have a greater understanding of these ferocious predators," he said.
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As Netanyahu hails Gaza war effort, hobbled Hamas government clings to power
As law and order collapse in Gaza, Hamas has retained pockets of power and has been quick to reemerge in areas where Israeli forces have withdrawn.
By Miriam Berger, Hajar Harb | 2024-07-25

According to the Health Ministry in Gaza, more than 13 members of the Hamad family were killed Tuesday by an Israeli airstrike that destroyed their home in the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- After nine months of Israel's all-out war against Hamas, the group's government remains a key source of civil authority across the Gaza Strip -- a testament to the organization's reach and resiliency, and the limits of the military campaign aimed at eradicating its influence.
Thousands of airstrikes have killed not just fighters and commanders, but civilian police and employees from all echelons of government -- from mayors and ministers to medical and municipal workers -- as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vows to finish off the group. In an address to Congress on Wednesday, he said Israel "will fight until it destroys Hamas's military capacities, and its rule in Gaza."
As law and order collapse, though, Hamas has retained pockets of power, analysts and residents say, and has been quick to reemerge in areas when Israeli forces withdraw. Local officials still exercise a degree of control over the economy, provide limited services to war-battered neighborhoods -- and mercilessly punish their critics.
"Hamas is part of our national fabric," said Jabril Rajoub, a prominent figure in Fatah, Hamas's main political rival.
The movement's durability has widened the rift between Netanyahu and the Israeli military, which says the group cannot be defeated. "Hamas is an idea," Daniel Hagari, the top spokesman for the Israel Defense Forces, said last month. "Anyone who thinks we can eliminate Hamas is wrong."
The IDF said last week it had killed about "half" of the group's military leadership, but it did not respond to a request for comment on whether civilian employees of the Hamas-led government were military targets. COGAT, the arm of Israel's Defense Ministry in charge of administering Gaza, referred questions back to the IDF.
"Civil workers, i.e. in water and sanitation, are never targeted," government spokesman David Mencer said.
But as the crisis in Gaza deepens, the governing arm of Hamas maintains its influence: Civil defense workers respond to the scene of airstrikes. Municipal employees work to keep public utilities functioning. Officials impose price controls on commercial goods, or ask for their cut on black-market deals, and the group's feared Internal Security Service still crushes dissent.
Since its founding in 1987, Hamas "built a network of schools, clinics, universities, NGOs, everything," in the territory, contributing to its staying power, said political scientist Mukhaimer Abu Saada, who fled Gaza for Egypt late last year.
And while Palestinians there are increasingly critical of Hamas, that is largely overshadowed by anger against Israel, who most blame for spreading disorder and deprivation, he said.
"Israel has gone after the Palestinian civilian population and civilian infrastructure," Abu Saada said.  "Whoever is fighting back is respected by the Palestinian people."

Yehia Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, greets supporters during a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City in April 2022. (Adel Hana/AP)


Composed of a political and a military wing -- the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades -- Hamas embedded itself in all facets of Gazan life over 17 years in power. The government employed around 40,000 people before the war; an additional 27,000 to 40,000 were estimated to belong to the Qassam Brigades.
The militant group's top operatives inside Gaza went into hiding Oct. 7, when Hamas-led fighters stormed southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people and taking more than 250 hostage.
Yehiya Sinwar, the group's military leader in Gaza, is thought to be running operations from the enclave's extensive tunnel network and tops Israel's most-wanted list. On Saturday, an Israeli strike targeted his second in command, the shadowy military commander Mohammed Deif. It's not clear whether he was among the more than 90 people local health authorities said were killed in the attack.
Hamas officials who were outside of Gaza when the war began, including the Qatar-based political leader Ismail Haniyeh, have not returned.

A poster showing Abu Obaida, the spokesman for Hamas's military wing, on the streets of Burj Barajneh, a Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut. (Diego Ibarra Sanchez for The Washington Post)


Hamas established its own de facto government in Gaza in 2007, after violently ousting its chief rival, the Fatah party that dominates the Palestinian Authority in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Under an Israeli land and sea blockade, the government often struggled to carry out basic functions. Most Gazans could not leave, and relied on the United Nations and other humanitarian groups for food, health care and education. Meanwhile, military leaders spent millions of dollars smuggling in rockets and other weapons.
The war has badly hobbled Hamas's governing infrastructure.
Gaza's Education Ministry suspended all schooling for the Strip's 625,000 children, who make up about a quarter of the population. The U.N. estimated in April that more than 87 percent of Gaza's schools, and all its universities, have been damaged or destroyed.
Gaza's Finance Ministry is also a shadow of its former self. Hamas cannot pay regular salaries, but periodically gives small cash handouts to some government employees, said Abu Sada said.
Some ministries and agencies are still operating, though it "depends on the place," said Wael Balousha, the Gaza Strip director of AMAN, the Ramallah-based chapter of Transparency International. He spoke by phone from Egypt, where he fled during the war.

Palestinians pray June 28 next to the bodies of the three civil defense members killed in the Israeli bombardment of Nuseirat refugee camp in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Gaza's civil defense workers continue to provide emergency services, he said, rushing to the scene of strikes despite limited fuel for ambulances and the threat of Israeli attack.
He also pointed to the Health Ministry, which has put out near-daily war casualty reports. More than 38,500 people have been killed, according to the ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says most of the dead are women and children.
Despite the efforts, Gaza's state health-care system has collapsed. Israel has repeatedly raided the strip's main hospitals, alleging they are used by Hamas fighters, a claim denied by doctors and patients.
Gaza's municipalities were already cash-strapped before the war, relying on revenue from utilities and other local services, Abu Saada said. Now, many municipal buildings have been hit or evacuated. More than two-thirds of water and sanitation infrastructure and about two-thirds of all roads have been damaged or destroyed, according to U.N. estimates.
City workers throughout the enclave are still trying to pick up trash, repair roads and keep water taps flowing,  local residents say, but many have been repeatedly displaced and their reach remains limited.
On Monday, authorities in Deir al-Balah, in central Gaza, announced they had run out of fuel needed to power their 19 wells and water tanks, serving about 700,000 people. "The municipality is trying to resolve this problem as soon as possible," they wrote on Facebook.

Egyptian truck drivers cross the Kerem Shalom border March 14 to bring humanitarian aid for Gaza. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


In the war's initial months, Gaza's civilian police force, which is separate from the Qassam Brigades, were among the most visible remnants of Hamas authority, helping provide security for aid convoys.
When Israel's military began targeting police officers in the winter, they stopped guarding aid trucks, which became targets of widespread, and sometimes deadly, looting.
"Hamas police is Hamas," Col. Elad Goren of COGAT told reporters in March, adding that "we won't allow Hamas to control the humanitarian assistance."
Plainclothes police are still operating in some places, including as guards at shelters for the displaced. But insecurity, alongside hunger and disease, is spiraling.
"Clan fighting, robberies, shootings," Abu Sada said. "All of that is happening and there is no one to intervene."
Hamas officials have tried in other ways to reassert their authority.
When goods were coming through the Rafah crossing with Egypt, Gaza's Economy Ministry monitored sales, set prices and collected taxes, Mohammad Abu Jiyab, the editor of a business newspaper in Gaza, said by phone.
Israel's seizure of the Rafah crossing in May has undercut Hamas efforts to control local commerce, he said. Plainclothes Hamas authorities have now resorted to extortion, according to merchants interviewed by The Washington Post, seeking a cut from cigarette smuggling and other black-market trade.
Fear was always a hallmark of Hamas rule, and the group maintains the ability to silence its opponents.
While many Gazans still support Hamas and its fight against Israel, open criticism has become more common as the war drags on and civilian suffering deepens.
On July 8, Amin Abed, a prominent political activist and critic of Hamas, was on his way to deliver donations in Gaza City when a group of masked men with hammers and crowbars attacked him. He said they led him to an abandoned building and severely beat him for more than 20 minutes.
"'You insult your masters from the resistance,'" Abed, 36, recalled the men saying. They identified themselves as being from the Internal Security Service, he said.
"I heard the person in charge telling them, 'Break the fingers on his hands that he uses to write and incite against us,'" Abed said. "And indeed they broke my fingers with the crowbar."
Beirut-based Hamas spokesman  Basem Naim said in a WhatsApp message that he had "no information" about the allegations.
"Hamas takes advantage of people's need for food," Abed said, "and whoever objects, it attacks them only to say that we are here to stay and that we still control Gaza."

At a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, a relative holds the body of a child killed Tuesday in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Israeli officials have said they are committed to replacing the Hamas government, but have offered no viable alternatives. Efforts to elevate local clans have been unsuccessful, and Netanyahu has bristled at a U.S.-backed plan to reinstall the Palestinian Authority in Gaza.
"There is no clear scenario for us," said Taghred Jumaa, a women's rights activist and mother of three who has been displaced several times during the conflict.
"There is fear that the next stage after the war will be a vacuum," she said, resulting in more violence.
Abu Saada said this political void could ultimately benefit Hamas.
"The 'day after,' there isn't going to be a smooth transfer, let's be realistic here," he said. "Hamas hasn't lost complete control of the streets of Gaza."
Harb reported from London. Hazem Balousha in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Twice-a-year shot provides 100 percent HIV protection, study finds
None of the 5,000 women and girls in South Africa and Uganda who received the shots contracted the virus that causes AIDS, a study shows. A trial for men is underway.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-07-25

A lab technician works with vials of lenacapavir, an injectable drug for HIV prevention, at a research site in Cape Town, South Africa, on Tuesday. (Nardus Engelbrecht/AP)


A twice-yearly injection could help prevent HIV infections, according to the results of a new study described by medical experts as a breakthrough.
In a randomized trial involving more than 5,000 young women and girls in South Africa and Uganda, none of those who received the prevention shots contracted HIV. The results were published in the New England Journal of Medicine on Wednesday.
"This appears to be a new breakthrough for HIV prevention. If these injections can be widely distributed at low cost, it would dramatically reduce the risk of new HIV infections worldwide," said Sarah Palmer, co-director of the Center for Virus Research at the Westmead Institute for Medical Research in Sydney, who was not involved in the peer-reviewed study. "It is especially encouraging this research focused on young women in Africa who are so highly at-risk for HIV infection."
Worldwide there are about 1.3 million new HIV infections every year, with women and girls accounting for 44 percent of them. In sub-Saharan Africa, that proportion is 62 percent.
The shots were produced by drugmaker Gilead Sciences, which funded the trial, and some of the researchers were Gilead employees. Lenacapavir, sold under the brand name Sunlenca, is approved as a treatment for HIV infections in the United States. The goal of the trial was to prove its safety and efficacy for the prevention of infection in adolescent girls and young women. A separate trial for men is underway.
When it became clear that the shots were more effective than daily pills -- 1.5 percent to 1.8 percent of participants who received one of two daily pills as part of the trial contracted HIV from their partners -- the trial was halted and all participants were offered the option of receiving the injections, the researchers said. The researchers also found the incidence of HIV was lower with the use of the shots than the usual rate of HIV in the community.
HIV can be prevented through the use of protective measures such as condoms and daily pills that are in wide use in high-income countries around the world. But health experts say it can be difficult to maintain a daily pill routine in places like Africa, where limited access to health care and a dearth of educational programs put girls at particular risk for HIV.
Doctors Without Borders and other groups are calling for global action to break Gilead's monopoly on lenacapavir to allow mass production of the drug and reduce its cost. Gilead charges $42,250 per patient per year for lenacapavir in the United States.
"Lenacapavir could be life-changing for people at risk of getting HIV and could reverse the epidemic if it is made affordable in the countries with the highest rate of new infections," said Helen Bygrave, a chronic disease adviser at Doctors Without Borders.
Gilead previously said it was committed to lowering the cost of its drugs in low-income countries.
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Netanyahu dismisses critics, scolds protesters in defiant speech to Congress
Evoking Israel's sworn enemy Iran, Benjamin Netanyahu told Congress his nation's campaign against Hamas in Gaza is part of a broader fight against "barbarism."
By Abigail Hauslohner, Steve Hendrix, Louisa Loveluck | 2024-07-25

In a speech to Congress on July 24, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attacked pro-Palestinian protesters outside the U.S. Capitol.


A defiant Benjamin Netanyahu, in an address to a joint meeting of Congress on Wednesday, dismissed as "utter nonsense" criticisms by the United Nations, human rights groups and the International Criminal Court that Israel's government has committed war crimes in Gaza, and he derided pro-Palestinian protesters as "idiots" and tools of Iran.
The Israeli prime minister told U.S. lawmakers that Israel will settle for "nothing less" than total victory over Hamas, and described a vision for postwar Gaza seemingly at odds with the terms of a peace deal advocated by the Biden administration. The fate of Israel and the United States are inextricably linked, he asserted, arguing that U.S. investment in Israel's war aims also serves to defend the United States and "all democracies."
"We help keep Americans' boots off the ground," Netanyahu thundered, imploring Congress to expedite the transfer to Israel of billions of dollars in U.S. weapons. "Give us the tools faster, and we'll finish the job faster," he said.
Netanyahu's address, spanning nearly an hour, occurred as his far-right government nears the start of its tenth month of war in Gaza, where local authorities say 39,000 Palestinians have been killed amid daily bombardment and famine, and as a majority of Israelis say they want him to leave office. He encountered a Congress sharply at odds over the conflict, with Republican leaders upbraiding the dozens of Democrats who boycotted his appearance, and many Democrats appalled by the decision to platform a foreign leader accused of war crimes.
Netanyahu arrived on Capitol Hill in a bulletproof motorcade, passing through a phalanx of security as protesters carrying Palestinian flags marched through downtown Washington, condemning the Israeli leader's "genocide" against Palestinians and calling on the Biden administration to end its weapons shipments to his government.
As he spoke, police skirmished with protesters on nearby streets, fired tear gas to disperse crowds, and made arrests throughout the Capitol grounds, including of five people inside the House chamber. In Tel Aviv, hundreds of Israelis, including the families of slain Israeli hostages, also gathered in protest, blaming Netanyahu for dragging out the war to further his political survival.
"Benjamin Netanyahu, my grandfather could have been alive today with us," Eliya Dancyg, the granddaughter of slain hostage Alex Dancyg, told her fellow demonstrators in Tel Aviv between sobs. "He was waiting for someone to come save him. He was waiting for you to seal the deal."
More than 50 Democratic lawmakers and at least one Republican refused to attend the speech, calling it "political theater" and wishing to distance themselves from a man they have accused of using mass carnage and starvation to carry out genocide.
"I am past pissed off. I am past upset. I am absolutely ashamed of what is happening," Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) told reporters on a conference call alongside other Democrats and former government officials who resigned from their jobs in protest of the administration's Israel policy. "Our government has been actively complicit in genocide every step of the way," Bush added.
More than anything, however, Netanyahu's fourth speech before Congress -- a privilege afforded to few foreign leaders, and to Netanyahu more than any other in U.S. history -- underscored Israel's staying power as a fixture of American foreign policy and as the largest recipient of U.S. military aid. If Democrats have wavered in their support, Republicans, led by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.), have welcomed Netanyahu with open arms, praising his leadership since Hamas launched its cross-border attack on Israel that killed 1,200 people and saw upward of 250 taken hostage.
And from the dais, Netanyahu was unrepentant.
He claimed, against abundant evidence and assessments by the Biden administration, that Israel has not blocked humanitarian aid from entering Gaza. He claimed Israel's military has caused very few civilian casualties by taking unprecedented steps to protect those trapped in the crossfire, a statement also starkly at odds with accounts from the ravaged enclave. He vowed that "those who attacked Israel will pay a very heavy price." And he dismissed those saying otherwise as "Iran's useful idiots" and antisemites.
"You should be ashamed of yourself," he bellowed, characterizing pro-Palestinian protesters as allies of the Hamas militants who staged the Oct. 7 mass attack on Israel, triggering the war in Gaza.

Demonstrators outside the U.S. Capitol protest Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's address to Congress on Wednesday. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post) 


Iran is the root of all of the Middle East's ills, Netanyahu claimed. And America must stand with Israel to vanquish such an enemy, he said.
He displayed little doubt that America would. "I know that America has our back," he declared, framing Israel's war as one serving the larger good of protecting the United States, "civilization" and democracy.
"This is not a clash of civilizations. It's a clash between barbarism and civilization. It's a clash between those who glorify death and those who sanctify life," Netanyahu said to cheers and applause in the House chamber as protesters burned the prime minister in effigy a few blocks from the Capitol.
If Israel loses, "America is next," he declared. "And I'll tell you what else is next: the ability of all democracies to fight terror. ... That's what's on the line."
The Biden administration and many congressional Democrats, who have grown increasingly vocal in their displeasure with Netanyahu's conduct of the war, have nevertheless shied away from inflicting consequences on a key U.S. ally, leaving unimpeded the flow of billions of dollars in weapons, intelligence and diplomatic commitments central to the two nations' security relationship.
Many of the Democrats who did attend the speech did so with resignation. Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) was one, saying earlier this week that he had chosen to show up out of respect for Israel but that he considers Netanyahu to be "the worst leader in Jewish history." As the speech continued, many chose to stay seated -- including, at times, Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) -- while their Republican colleagues cheered.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on July 24 said that Israel was protecting the United States from Iran in the Middle East.


Almost 200 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since Monday, when Israeli forces launched a fresh operation in the city of Khan Younis, targeting Hamas militants whom it accused of launching rockets from the area. Doctors in the largest remaining hospital in southern Gaza have said in recent days that their wards have been deluged with civilian casualties, leaving blood banks near dry and an emergency room filled with children.
"I pulled a curtain back and there was just a small girl alone, dying," Javid Abdelmoneim, a medical team leader with Doctors Without Borders, told The Post this week by phone from Gaza. "In a system where there were staff and supplies, and she was the one trauma case, we could have saved her," he added. But they couldn't. "She looked like she was 8."
The Biden administration has been at pains in recent weeks to stress the fervent, months-long efforts by senior officials to negotiate a lasting cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas that would see the return of the remaining hostages and pave the way toward the establishment of a Palestinian state. Officials have claimed repeatedly that a deal is within reach, with a State Department spokesman, Matt Miller, telling reporters earlier Wednesday that Washington is working "to bridge the final differences."
But behind closed doors, U.S. officials, and even some former Israeli officials, have acknowledged that Netanyahu and his cabinet have shown little interest in ending the war. The vision Netanyahu outlined Wednesday, in which Israel would maintain overriding security control of Gaza for the "foreseeable future," made no mention of a future Palestinian state, which the Biden administration backs and he has opposed.

An injured Palestinian boy is rushed into a hospital Wednesday after an Israeli strike in Khan Younis in southern Gaza. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


Aaron David Miller, a former Middle East adviser and peace negotiator to multiple administrations, said the speech reflected "the way Netanyahu sees the world. If you're not totally with Israel, you're against it."
"If any Democrat in the chamber today expected nuance, flexibility on cease-fire negotiations or creative thinking on Netanyahu's day-after plan in Gaza, they don't know Benjamin Netanyahu," he added.
Jonathan Dekel-Chen, whose 35-year-old son Sagui Dekel-Chen was taken hostage Oct. 7, said he found Netanyahu's speech "offensive" given his inaction. "It is only a matter of time until all of the hostages are dead, including my son," he said.
Jon Polin, the father of American hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin, said this week that he, too, had gotten the impression that administration officials now see Netanyahu as the key obstacle to peace. "This administration has been pretty clear with us consistently where they thought the pressure needed to be," he said. "They have told us when they thought it needed to be Hamas -- and right now their belief is it's more in Israel's court."
Netanyahu's former Army chief of staff turned opposition leader, Benny Gantz, also on Wednesday accused Netanyahu of intentionally delaying a cease-fire deal by months, and leaving more Israeli hostages to die.
Netanyahu sought to paint a very different picture Wednesday, telling U.S. lawmakers that his government was engaged in efforts to bring home the hostages as he spoke, and that he has promised their families that he "will not rest until all their loved ones are home."
He used about 20 minutes of his speech to spotlight other hostage families, as well as Israeli soldiers -- some of whom had filled the seats left vacant by boycotting Democrats.
Netanyahu, who enraged the Obama administration in 2015 by using the pulpit of his last congressional address to blast the administration's efforts toward an Iran nuclear deal, stuck to a more bipartisan line Wednesday. He praised the Capitol as a "citadel of democracy," avoided partisan distinctions and praised Biden for being a "Zionist."
Republicans have sought to capitalize on deepening liberal opposition to the U.S.-Israel relationship, particularly on college campuses, and have framed Democratic criticisms as a betrayal in Israel's hour of need. The GOP, Republican leaders have argued, is Israel's only true ally. "This is a moment for moral clarity, and it is unconscionable to us that the president of the United States and some of the leaders in the Senate are unable or unwilling to stand and say what is good and what is evil," Johnson said last week at the Republican National Convention.
Sen. Ben Cardin (D-Md.), who sat beside Johnson during the speech and is one of Israel's most unwavering supporters among congressional Democrats, praised Netanyahu -- who has made little effort in recent years to disguise his preference for the GOP -- for abstaining from partisan rhetoric during the speech and delivering a "balanced" address.
Although Vice President Harris, who has replaced President Biden atop the Democratic presidential ticket, declined to preside over the address, an aide emphasized her "unwavering commitment to the security of Israel." Both she and Biden will meet with Netanyahu on Thursday instead.
A senior administration official said Biden and Netanyahu will discuss the humanitarian situation in Gaza and ongoing negotiations over a cease-fire and hostage-release agreement. The official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to preview the meeting, expressed optimism that a deal was within reach but refused to put a timeline on when it would be completed.
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump plans to meet with Netanyahu on Friday at his Florida home, Mar-a-Lago. It will be their first meeting since Trump broke with the Israeli leader for recognizing Biden's electoral victory in 2020.
Hendrix reported from Tel Aviv and Loveluck from Jerusalem. Ellie Silverman, Liz Goodwin, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro, John Hudson, Josh Dawsey, Tyler Pager and Bryan Pietsch contributed to this report.
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Anti-Israel protests and threats set tone for politically charged Olympics
The Israeli soccer team took the field in Paris on Wednesday in one of the first events of an extremely tense Summer Olympics.
By Rick Noack, Claire Parker | 2024-07-25

Israeli soccer players line up before the start of their match with Mali at the Parc des Princes in Paris on Wednesday. (Franck Fife/AFP/Getty Images) 


PARIS -- The Opening Ceremonies aren't until Friday night, but already the 2024 Summer Olympics are mired in politics, with frictions over Israel's war in Gaza and Russia's war in Ukraine on full display.
Amid protests and heightened security, the Israeli soccer team took the field Wednesday against Mali, a country that doesn't recognize Israel, playing to a draw in one of the first events of what is shaping up to be an extremely tense Summer Olympics.
French police appeared nervous in the lead-up to the match. A bomb scare prompted security to temporarily cordon off areas near the Parc des Princes stadium. At the airport, Israeli President Isaac Herzog was prevented from leaving his plane for 40 minutes as a result of another false alarm -- an airport staffer without the requisite safety vest.
Some match spectators waved Palestinian flags, and some sections booed the Israelis. Sporadic chants of "free Palestine" drew attention from security. Outside the venue came choruses of "free the hostages."
The Paris Olympics "are the most geopolitically charged Olympics that we have seen in decades," said political scientist Jules Boykoff, a former professional soccer player.
"The risk," said Patrick Clastres, a cultural historian at the University of Lausanne, "is that we are entering a historical phase" that could result in the "Olympic planet breaking up."
French President Emmanuel Macron has promoted a "political truce" -- around the world and within France -- for the duration of the Games. But it is not clear how many countries or individuals are heeding the call.
One left-wing French lawmaker, Thomas Portes, generated controversy by telling a pro-Palestinian rally Saturday that the Israeli delegation is "not welcome" in Paris. He echoed activists in demanding "an end to double standards" and said the Israeli flag and anthem should be banned during the Games, "as is done for Russia."
Russian and Belarusian teams have been excluded from these Olympics. Fifteen Russians and 16 Belarusians have been permitted to compete as neutrals -- as long as they don't endorse Russia's war on Ukraine.
Macron has said the actions by Russia and Israel are "profoundly different" because "Israel responded to a terrorist attack" by Hamas against Israeli civilians. Though France has condemned some of Israel's actions in Gaza since that Oct. 7 attack, Macron said, "this is not a war of aggression."
"Israeli athletes are welcome in our country," he said. "They must be able to compete under their colors because that is what the Olympic movement has decided. France's responsibility is to welcome them in complete safety."

Israeli athletes in the Olympic Village. (Benoit Tessier/Reuters)


According to Israeli media, at least 15 of the 88 Israeli team members have received emails warning of a repeat of 1972 attacks, when 11 Israeli athletes and coaches at the Munich Games were killed by members of a Palestinian militant group.
Since the Munich Games, the Israeli Olympic team has traveled with its own security detail -- a force that has been enhanced this year in Paris. But the event won't be like the Eurovision Song Contest in Sweden in May, when contestant Eden Golan, 20, was secluded in a hotel guarded by police when not rehearsing or performing. Israeli athletes are staying in the Olympic Village, eating with other athletes and taking part in the Opening Ceremonies, said an official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive plans.
"It's not one singer in a contest," the official said. "It's a huge contingent of athletes."
France deployed 1,000 police officers at Wednesday's soccer match, and there will be a heavy security presence throughout the Games. The concerns go well beyond the safety of the Israeli team. French officials have been trying to anticipate and preempt activities ranging from drone attacks to cyberwarfare.

Police officers stand outside the Parc des Princes stadium ahead of the match Wednesday. (Piroschka Van De Wouw/Reuters)


On Tuesday, French police indicted a Russian national over a suspected plot to cause "destabilization" during the Games, prosecutors said.
Vincent Strubel, head of France's cybersecurity agency, said the Russian invasion of Ukraine sensitized French authorities to the growing risk of "disruption, sabotage and destruction of critical infrastructure from cyberattacks." His agency worked with 500 high-risk entities involved in the Olympics to strengthen their protection mechanisms.
According to Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin, France has denied a "large number" of Russians who applied for media accreditation for the Games out of concern they might have sought it for "intelligence gathering" or "to gain access to computer networks in order to carry out a cyberattack."
Russia's human rights commissioner, Tatyana Moskalkova, called the "threats of espionage and cyberattacks cited by the French authorities" a "completely absurd, unsubstantiated claim."
The French authorities who are overseeing security screening and other aspects of Olympic preparations also worked before France's legislative elections this summer. That vote remains unresolved, with no bloc having a clear path to form a government. As a result, Macron said Tuesday, he is keeping his government in place in a caretaker role at least through the end of the Games.
"Until mid-August, we are not in a position to change things since it would create disorder," he told the France 2 television network. (That also amounted to a rejection, for now, of a prime-ministerial candidate put forward an hour earlier by the left-wing coalition that won the most seats in the National Assembly.)
The French government, the Paris 2024 organizers and the International Olympic Committee are all keen to avoid the sort of protests that could mar the success of the Games. Activists have objected to France's ban on its athletes wearing hijabs and the clearing of tent camps where homeless migrants had been living. But opinions about Israel's war in Gaza are especially heated.

International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach and Niv Yehoshua of Team Israel participate in an event promoting peace Monday in the Olympic Village. (Maja Hitij/Getty Images)


Athletes could add their voices to the protests. "We're living in a moment of athlete empowerment on a lot of fronts, and with that comes confidence to speak out," Boykoff said.
Athletes are banned from expressing their political views during competitions and official ceremonies, but some could test the boundaries by, for example, refusing handshakes.
"The organizing committee and the IOC are preparing for expressions of political views during the next weeks," said Pim Verschuuren, a research fellow at Rennes 2 University. "Their reaction to the protests will be adapted to the nature of the protest, and the size."
This is the first Games since the emergence of the coronavirus pandemic to include fans in the stands. They are allowed to bring only flags of competing countries or territories to the competitions. Signs with political messages are banned.
Pro-Palestinian protesters gathered in Paris on Tuesday night to pressure the IOC to exclude Israel from the Games.
"The whole thing is so bloody hypocritical," protester Susanne Shields said Tuesday. "Obviously, they're doing absolutely nothing."
The IOC imposed sanctions on Russia in 2022 over its invasion of Ukraine, which coincided with the 2022 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. The IOC said Russia had violated the Olympic Truce, a tradition from ancient Greece, revived in recent decades, in which countries are asked to set aside conflict for seven days before the Olympic Games until seven days after the Paralympic Games.
Russia's Olympic Committee was then fully suspended last year after it incorporated regional sports associations in occupied parts of Ukraine.
The Palestinian Olympic Committee on Monday accused Israel of violating the Olympic Truce by continuing to bomb Gaza.
Others have pointed to the example of South Africa, which was barred from the 1964 Tokyo Games and expelled from the IOC in 1970 for apartheid, its policy of racial segregation.
Clastres said the chance of Israel being excluded during these Games is low. "The international political and legal situation is too complex, and the IOC does not want to take risks with this," he said.
At a news briefing Tuesday, IOC chief Thomas Bach made no mention of possible sanctions on Israel. "The Olympic Games are a competition not between countries; they are competitions between athletes," he said.

Palestinian American swimmer Valerie Tarazi wears a swim cap with the Palestinian flag during training for the Olympics in Paris on Saturday. (Nathan Frandino/Reuters)


Eight athletes will represent Palestinians at the Paris Games -- in taekwondo, boxing, judo, shooting, swimming and running. Most are members of the Palestinian diaspora, based outside the Palestinian territories.
Palestinian American swimmer Valerie Tarazi, who attended Auburn University and lives in Atlanta, said she got to know beach volleyball players from Gaza during the Asian Games in China just days before the Hamas-led attack in Israel. A week later, she said, she learned that one of those players had been killed in an Israeli bombing.
"It seems like every week we hear about other athletes or friends or family dying," she said.
"Having to hear about that and then go to train isn't the most fun thing to do," Tarazi said, "but it is also the reason that I do come every single day. My way of fighting for my country is through sport, peacefully."
Steve Hendrix in Jerusalem and Souad Mekhennet, Les Carpenter and Candace Buckner in Paris contributed to this report.
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U.K. royals to get big raise as Crown Estate sees record $1.4 billion profit
The Crown Estate's profits more than doubled in the past year, partly due to lucrative offshore wind farm leases on land owned by the monarchy, meaning a windfall for them and the government.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-07-24

Britain's King Charles III reads the King's Speech during the state opening of Parliament on July 17. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- The British royal family will be receiving a 53 percent raise, worth more than 45 million pounds ($58 million), thanks to a record increase in its estate's annual profit, propelled in part by offshore wind farm leases on seabed plots owned by the monarchy.
The Crown Estate, the organization that manages the sprawling royal land and property portfolio, released a report Wednesday for the 2023-2024 financial year, the first to cover a full financial year with King Charles III on the throne.
It showed that the Crown Estate generated a "record net revenue profit" of 1.1 billion pounds ($1.4 billion) -- 658.1 million pounds more than last year -- and revealed the royal family's plans for future purchases with its share of that money, including two new helicopters.
The Crown Estate is formally owned by the royal family but is controlled by the British government. Profits that the estate generates each year go to the state treasury, and the government returns a percentage to the royals under what is known as the "Sovereign Grant" to cover the operating costs of the royal household -- including staff salaries, entertainment, property maintenance and travel.
"A year of record results driven by decades of investment in offshore wind, combined with a diverse and resilient property and land portfolio, shows how The Crown Estate continues to deliver economic, social, and environmental value for the benefit of the nation," the estate said in a news release.
The Sovereign Grant is based on funds two years in arrears, meaning the royal family won't be getting an increase until the 2025-2026 financial year.
In recent years, the royal family has received 86.3 million pounds ($111.4 million) from the government, and will again in 2024-2025. That figure will rise to 132 million pounds ($170 million) for 2025-2026.
The grant will support ongoing 10-year renovation projects at Buckingham Palace, British media reported, citing royal officials.
The program, whose total cost will be 369 million pounds ($476 million), is "making progress" according to a report published Monday by Britain's National Audit Office, a public spending watchdog.
The report noted that while the program is "within budget," some projects "have increased in cost and taken longer to complete than expected."
The Crown Estate places the total value of its portfolio at 15.5 billion pounds ($20 billion). The land that the royal family owns or profits from totals nearly 500,000 acres, The Washington Post reported last year -- more than 1 percent of the land in the United Kingdom.
The royals' holdings include lucrative properties in London and much of the seabed surrounding the British Isles, which is being used for offshore wind leasing.
Early last year, the Crown Estate announced the signing of six new wind farm deals that it said would generate power for an estimated 7 million homes by 2030. That same day, Charles said the public should benefit from wind farm profits -- not the royals.
Because of the high-income forecast of the offshore wind farms, the funding of the monarchy was reduced last year to 12 percent of the Crown Estate's net profits, instead of 25 percent, the BBC reported. 
Dan Labbad, the chief executive of the Crown Estate, said in the report this week that the profit boost reflected was "short term in nature," and that "revenue and valuation will normalize" in the years to come.
Following the report's release, which was delayed by a month because of Britain's general election, some took to social media to express skepticism of royal wealth -- which grew last year during the coronation amid a cost-of-living crisis.
"No cost of living squeeze for indulged King Charles," tweeted Kevin Maguire, associate editor of Britain's Daily Mirror newspaper. Maguire added that the monarch "avoided inheritance tax on mummy's PSPSPSPSPSPSPSPSs estate."
Critics of the royal family have long pointed out that while Britons pay a 40 percent inheritance tax, Charles paid zero on the estate when he inherited it upon the death of Queen Elizabeth II.
The accounts revealed that the royal family will receive two new helicopters to replace their existing 15-year-old helicopters. The document said "the use of helicopters is a key component of delivering engagements" by royal family members, helping them to reach remote locations.
As well as offshore wind, the royals are seeking to invest in other renewable technologies, according to the report, which said more renewable energy solutions will be installed across the royal portfolio.

Queen Camilla, King Charles III, Prince William, and Catherine, Princess of Wales, in December. (Chris Jackson/Getty Images)


It has been a turbulent period for the royal family, with both the king and his daughter-in-law Catherine, Princess of Wales, stepping back from public-facing duties as each was diagnosed with cancer.
After Charles was diagnosed in February, Catherine revealed in March that she too had cancer and was in the early stages of preventive chemotherapy.
Despite his diagnosis, the king undertook 464 official engagements in the 12 months ending March 31, according to the report.
In Britain and overseas, the royals carried out more than 2,300 official engagements, 400 fewer than the year before.
A separate income report published by the royal household Wednesday noted an increase in visitors to Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle "back to almost pre-covid levels." That helped boost funds to supplement the Sovereign Grant to 19.8 million pounds ($25.5 million) during the 2023-2024 financial year -- up from 9.8 million pounds ($12.6 million) the year before.
Karla Adam and Adam Taylor contributed to this report
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North Korean balloon drops trash on South Korean presidential office
The airborne garbage delivery was the latest, and perhaps most humiliating, episode in the ongoing trash-offensive. 
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-07-24

Officers wearing protective gear collect the trash from a balloon presumably sent by North Korea on Wednesday in Seoul. (Park Dong-joo/Yonhap/AP) 


For the past few months, North Korea has been pestering its southern neighbor with seemingly sporadic swarms of balloons ferrying trash. The garbage has fallen on South Korean roads, buildings and cars -- more of a nuisance than a major security threat incoming from a nuclear-armed rival.
But on Wednesday, the rhetorical rubbish landed on the presidential compound in Seoul, delivering what was perhaps the most humiliating of the unwanted loads from the North so far and raising security concerns and questions about whether the situation would devolve.
The trash that landed on the presidential office in central Seoul descended from a flock of hundreds of balloons sent from the North on Wednesday, South Korea's semiofficial Yonhap News Agency reported, citing the South's Joint Chiefs of Staff. The garbage was discovered on the grounds of the compound by the Presidential Security Service.
The Joint Chiefs of Staff said as many as 300 balloons were detected by 4 p.m. local time. Wednesday's tally was "expected to rise as additional balloons are floating in midair," Yonhap reported.
Wednesday's dump was the 10th such delivery since the balloon launches began at the end of May, according to data assembled by the Beyond Parallel project at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington-based think tank. Among the items deposited across South Korea, according to the project: animal and human feces, batteries, cigarette butts, toilet paper, and clothes.
The garbage on Wednesday landed mostly around Seoul, the data showed, the capital city home to more than 9.6 million people about 35 miles south of the border -- though earlier waves have reached as far south as Jeonbuk, a province in South Korea's southwest. The balloons appear to be rudimentary, unable to be steered or directed toward a specific location, making the hit on the presidential compound more a stroke of luck for Pyongyang than a targeted attack.
Still, the garbage falling on the presidential office was a "significant PR embarrassment for the South Korean government because it shows how vulnerable they are to 'soft terrorism,' which could escalate," said Victor Cha, Korea chair at CSIS.
"Imagine if the balloons were filled with unidentified white powder rather than trash?" he wrote in an email to The Washington Post. Kim Jong-nam, the half brother of North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un, was assassinated with the nerve agent VX at an airport in Malaysia in 2017, police there said at the time.
Seoul has retaliated by blasting propaganda broadcasts toward the North. South Korean activists have taken it upon themselves to send balloons of their own ferrying anti-North Korea fliers and USB drives containing K-pop and K-dramas. Sending leaflets to the North was briefly outlawed in the South before the law was struck down last year.
The resumption of the broadcasts comes after Seoul stopped the audio warfare in 2015, when an angered North began a military buildup along the border.
North Korea and South Korea are still technically at war with each other, having never signed a peace treaty to end last century's Korean War, though the weaponry being lobbed across the demilitarized zone is now garbage and K-pop. (Insurers in the South have begun covering damage inflicted to cars by the balloons despite cutouts in policies exempting acts of war, the Korea Times reported.)
South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol has taken a more assertive stance against Pyongyang, dashing some activists' hopes of reunification, as South Korea aligns itself more closely with Japan and the United States to manage risks in the region such as a more zealous Beijing.
Cha, of CSIS, said the government in Seoul has "not looked for a conciliatory solution but has ramped up the escalation" with its broadcasts across the border.
Ultimately, however, the tit-for-tat reflects most poorly on Pyongyang, displaying its "vulnerability and insecurity," Cha said. North Korea's leaders are "more afraid of BTS than US-South Korean military exercises or U.S. nuclear weapons," he said.
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Netanyahu's history of clashing with U.S. presidents spans decades
As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meets with President Biden in Washington on Thursday, here is a look back at some of his most notable clashes with U.S. presidents.
By Sammy Westfall, Joe Snell | 2024-07-25
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is meeting with President Biden at the White House on Thursday afternoon, at a moment of heightened uncertainty in American politics after Biden announced he would end his reelection campaign.
Netanyahu addressed a joint meeting of Congress on Wednesday, where he thanked Biden for "half a century of friendship to Israel" and former president Donald Trump for "all the things he did for Israel." Netanyahu's address showcased a Congress divided over his handling of the war in Gaza: Republicans offered the prime minister a stream of lively applause, while dozens of Democrats skipped his appearance in protest.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has visited Washington, D.C. in his official capacity since 1996. Here's a look at some of his most memorable moments.


Over his decades in power, Netanyahu has made at least two dozen official trips to the United States, meeting and sometimes clashing with American officials.
Despite Israel's status as a key U.S. ally -- or, perhaps, because of it -- Netanyahu has boldly and openly challenged multiple U.S. presidents.

President Bill Clinton holds his first official meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on July 9, 1996.


President Bill Clinton held his first official meeting with Netanyahu in Washington in July 1996. After that discussion, in which the Israeli prime minister reportedly lectured his U.S. counterpart on the Israeli-Palestinian issue, an exasperated Clinton remarked privately to his aides, "Who the f--- does he think he is? Who's the f---ing superpower here?" according to a memoir by veteran U.S. diplomat Aaron David Miller.

Vice President Joe Biden and Netanyahu talk before a dinner at the prime minister's residence in Jerusalem on March 9, 2010. (Baz Ratner/Associated Press)


Just hours after then-Vice President Joe Biden arrived in Israel to reaffirm support for Washington's closest regional ally, the Israeli government announced plans for 1,600 new housing units for Jews in East Jerusalem. This awkwardly timed announcement came just a day after Israel and the Palestinians agreed to U.S.-mediated, indirect peace negotiations. In response, Biden left Netanyahu waiting for an hour and a half before dinner as his team crafted a statement. Released during the meal, Biden's statement was notably strong for one directed at a close ally. He used the word "condemn" and stated that the announcement's "substance and timing" represented "precisely the kind of step that undermines the trust we need right now."

On March 28, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu released a campaign ad featuring video of him "lecturing" then-President Barack Obama in May 2011.


On May 19, 2011, President Barack Obama called for a two-state solution with borders based on the 1967 lines, with mutually agreed swaps. The next day, after a closed-door discussion at the White House, Netanyahu publicly rebuffed Obama, declaring that a peace based on "illusions" would crash on the "rocks of Middle Eastern reality" and that Israel could not return to the "indefensible" 1967 borders. Obama found Netanyahu's tone condescending and dismissive, The Washington Post reported, and he reportedly told an aide that Netanyahu had "peed on my leg."
Eight years later, during a reelection campaign, Netanyahu referenced that encounter, sharing a clip from the PBS Frontline documentary "Netanyahu at War." The clip featured a narrator stating, "This time, Bibi Netanyahu would lecture Barack Obama, taking a hard line on the peace process." Netanyahu posted the video on Facebook in 2019, writing, "In the face of all pressure, I will protect our country."

Netanyahu waves after speaking before a joint session of Congress on March 3, 2015. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The relationship between Netanyahu and the Obama administration took a further hit when the Israeli prime minister addressed a joint meeting of the Republican-led Congress at the invitation of a Republican speaker, without consulting the White House in advance. From the podium, Netanyahu spoke on Iran's nuclear program -- in what some White House officials saw as an attempt to undermine the U.S. president and U.S. negotiations with Tehran. Washington had been for several years negotiating a comprehensive deal to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons.

President Donald Trump praised Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Sept. 15, 2020, for the Abraham Accords.


President Donald Trump and Netanyahu enjoyed a strong, loyal and personal alliance during Trump's term.
But the relationship quickly soured after Trump lost the election to Biden in 2020 and the former accused Netanyahu of too quickly congratulating his opponent. "The first person that congratulated [Biden] was Bibi Netanyahu, the man that I did more for than any other person I dealt with. ... Bibi could have stayed quiet. He has made a terrible mistake," Trump later told Axios journalist Barak Ravid. "I haven't spoken to him since," the outlet quoted Trump as saying in late 2021. "F--- him."
But Ravid this month reported that Netanyahu and his team have been working to win Trump back.

Speaking March 7 after the State of the Union, President Biden in a hot mic moment shows growing frustration with Netanyahu over the Gaza humanitarian crisis.


Biden, a staunch supporter of Israel, has known Netanyahu for four decades, maintaining a long but complex friendship. "Bibi, I love you. I don't agree with a damn thing you say," Biden once wrote on a photograph of the two, which he said Netanyahu has kept on his desk.
The war in Israel that broke out in October has highlighted the complexity of their relationship. Biden has tried to balance support for Israel with pressure from some Democrats to stop arming Israel because of the rising civilian toll in Gaza. Their relationship further deteriorated as Israel defied numerous White House attempts to increase the flow of humanitarian aid into Gaza. At least 39,175 people have been killed in Gaza since the war began, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
In a hot mic moment, Biden was recorded telling politicians, "I told him, Bibi ... you and I are going to have a 'come to Jesus' meeting." When alerted to the hot mic, Biden responded, "Good, that's good."
Netanyahu later commented, "If it means having a heart-to-heart conversation, we've had that plenty of times over the 40 years I've known Joe Biden and during the 12 or 13 conversations since the war began."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed on June 18 that the U.S. was withholding weapons and ammunition to Israel.


The United States is by far the largest arms supplier to Israel -- including more than $6.5 billion in security assistance to Israel since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
In June, Netanyahu claimed the Biden administration was "withholding weapons and ammunitions" -- a claim that the White House rejected. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre responded bluntly in a news conference: "We genuinely do not know what he is talking about."
Amid pressure, the Biden administration in May suspended the delivery to Israel of two types of large weapons -- 2,000 pound bombs and 500-pound bombs -- citing their use in populated areas. But it resumed a shipment of 500-pound bombs by July.
Speaking to Congress on Wednesday, Netanyahu thanked Biden for his "heartful support for Israel" after Oct. 7.
"President Biden and I have known each other for over 40 years. I want to thank him for half a century of friendship to Israel and for being, as he says, a proud Zionist," Netanyahu said.
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American reality show contestant kills, eats protected bird in New Zealand
Spencer "Corry" Jones apologized after killing a weka, a large flightless bird with "a famously feisty and curious personality," on "Race to Survive: New Zealand."
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-07-24

A weka, a New Zealand flightless native bird. (iStock)


An American contestant on a reality TV show is under fire for killing -- and eating -- a large flightless bird that is protected in mainland New Zealand, an offense that can lead to up to two years in prison or a significant fine.
Spencer "Corry" Jones, who lives in Wyoming, was taking part on "Race to Survive: New Zealand" in October last year when he killed and ate the weka, a bird that has become extinct over large tracts of the mainland. Killing a weka can led to a penalty of up to 100,000 New Zealand dollars, or $59,000.
Following an investigation, the country's Department of Conservation issued Jones and the production team with a written warning instead, noting the "unique set of circumstances" of the show.
In the show, which runs on USA Network, nine pairs of contestants navigate 150 miles of harsh terrain in a bid to win $500,000. Competitors must find their own food and water while also racing to the finish line.
"The unique set of circumstances -- cast members were fatigued and suffering from significant hunger, in an unusual group dynamic situation -- meant we felt a warning letter was prudent," Dylan Swain from the New Zealand Department of Conservation's investigations team said in an emailed statement Wednesday.
"Nonetheless, killing and eating a native protected species in this matter is unacceptable and the company is 'on notice' about the need for its program participants to adhere to conservation legislation."
"I made a mistake," Jones said in a clip shared by USA Network after he and his teammate were disqualified from the show. "It was shortsighted. ... It was foolish. But the competition is very real. The difficulty of this is real, and survival in the bush in New Zealand is not easy."
"I knew it was breaking a rule, but that's not important when you're hungry," he continued, noting that it was "difficult to be in a place where you're so desperate and hungry .... and there's creatures running around camp that we're not allowed to eat."
The weka is native to New Zealand and has "a famously feisty and curious personality," according to the country's Department of Conservation, which says the bird's "populations are subject to large fluctuations."
They are "charismatic birds that are often attracted to human activity," according to New Zealand Birds Online, a digital encyclopedia of the nation's birds. But those who live near them "often have a less charitable opinion, as they have to live with ever-watchful weka snatching opportunities to raid vegetable gardens, pilfer poultry food and eggs, and even steal dog food from the bowl," it said.
Most native species are protected by law in New Zealand and it is illegal to hunt them. There are four subspecies of weka, only one of which is considered to not be threatened, according to the Department of Conservation.
Jones apologized for his actions on the show, adding that "it doesn't sit lightly with me."
"What I did disrespected New Zealand and I'm sorry."
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U.S. economy grew 2.8% in second quarter, a robust unexpected strengthening
Fresh data from the Commerce Department on Thursday showed that gross domestic product grew at a 2.8 percent annualized rate.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2024-07-25

Construction workers in Cherry Hill, N.J., in November 2021. While the U.S. economy grew in the second quarter, a slowdown in home construction was one factor dragging it down. (Michelle Gustafson for The Washington Post) 


The U.S. economy grew at a surprisingly robust 2.8 percent annualized rate in the second quarter, capping two years of solid expansion, despite some signs of softening.
Gross domestic product for the quarter ending in June was double the 1.4 percent reading in the previous quarter, but it reflects a general cool-down from last year's brisk pace, according to Commerce Department data released Thursday morning.
"Economic growth is solid, not too hot and not too cold," said Chris Rupkey, chief economist at Fwdbonds, a financial research firm. "The soft patch we had at the beginning of the year has gone away, and with it, the risks of a recession are dying on the vine."
Consumer spending, business investments and new inventory drove almost all of the second quarter's growth. Continued government spending at the federal, state and local levels also helped prop up the GDP reading, which sums up goods and services produced in the United States.
However, a slowdown in home construction and other residential investments dragged down economic growth -- a turnaround after three straight quarters of solid growth.
Consumer spending, which slowed earlier in the year in part as cold winter temperatures kept shoppers at home, came roaring back in the second quarter. Americans spent heartily on goods such as cars, recreational vehicles and furniture. 
The economy's brisk growth is a welcome development for the Biden administration, which has had a tough time convincing Americans that they are better off than they were four years ago. On Thursday, President Biden doubled down on his economic messaging, touting nearly 16 million new jobs, wage gains and low unemployment during his presidency. "Today's GDP report makes clear we now have the strongest economy in the world," he said in a statement.
But economists say the pickup in economic growth, and consumer spending in particular, isn't expected to last long term. Many lower- and middle-income families are struggling to cover basics, and more people are falling behind on loan payments.
The rapid recovery since the onset of the pandemic has recently lost steam, as high borrowing costs force households and businesses to rethink spending. Home sales have stalled, manufacturing is slowing, and factories are seeing a drop-off in demand for U.S.-made goods. Meanwhile, the unemployment rate -- at 4.1 percent as of June -- has edged up for three straight months.
Still, economists say a gradual cool-down is a welcome reprieve from years of too-hot growth that stoked inflation. The labor market remains strong, and consumers are still spending, albeit with less gusto than they were a year ago.
A recent boost in inventory has helped lower prices and drive sales at Mohawk Chevrolet, a car dealership in Ballston Spa, N.Y. After years of pandemic-related shortages and hiccups, president Andy Guelcher says he has finally been able to build up his stock of cars.
"We're rebalancing after what was very, very light inventory in 2023," he said. "As a result of that, pricing has gotten more competitive, and we're starting to see a lot more consumers pop up. They were waiting for a deal, and now they can get one."
The surprisingly upbeat GDP report adds new uncertainty to whether the Federal Reserve will start cutting interest rates in September, as previously expected. The central bank has kept borrowing costs at a two-decade high since last summer to temper inflation. In congressional testimony this month, Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said the United States is "no longer an overheated economy," thanks in large part to a moderating labor market. "Conditions have returned to about where they stood on the eve of the pandemic: strong, but not overheated," he added.
Economists say that sentiment largely stands. Although second-quarter growth was stronger than expected, it wasn't brisk enough to reignite inflation and derail the Fed's plans.
"The door might be shutting on a September rate cut, but so far it's still open," said Beth Ann Bovino, chief economist at U.S. Bank.
Although much of the economy is humming along, some pockets, such as housing and construction, have retreated more dramatically. Sales of new homes are down 7.4 percent from a year ago, while existing-home sales have fallen by 5.4 percent, according to fresh data this week.
In Seattle, new business at home-remodeling firm Gasper's Construction has dropped 30 percent in the past year. Clients, who tend to rely on home-equity lines of credit, have pulled back in response to higher interest rates.
"Remodel projects are smaller, and people are not willing to extend themselves as much," owner Sarah Henry said.
Even so, Henry is optimistic. She is looking to add three more people to her staff of 57 and says the Seattle housing market has been surprisingly resilient. Plus, the Fed appears poised to ease monetary policy in the coming months.
"Interest rates are going to give, and, at some point, they're going to come down," she said. "That is very much going to help us."
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'End of the people's airline': Southwest abandons open seating after 53 years
The carrier will end its longtime practice of open seating and offer "premium" options that have more legroom. 
By Lori Aratani, Hannah Sampson | 2024-07-25

Southwest Airlines has been under pressure to boost revenue. (Mike Segar/Reuters) 


Southwest Airlines announced Thursday that it will do away with its longtime practice of open seating, abandoning a feature that helped establish its egalitarian identity in the name of boosting revenue and adapting to evolving customer tastes.
The carrier, long known for its unique model of having passengers board in groups of 30 and then choose their seats once on board, said it will now assign seats and unveil "premium seating options" that offer more legroom. In its announcement, the carrier said it expects that about one-third of seats across its fleet will have extra legroom. The company did not provide a timeline for the changes.
The move quickly drew negative reaction from die-hard Southwest fans who say the airline is jeopardizing its identity.
Saty Reddy, a lawyer who lives in the Bay Area and flies Southwest frequently with his family, said the shift marks "the end of the people's airline."
Benet J. Wilson, a veteran aviation journalist and Southwest superfan who lives in Baltimore, said she woke up to "a ton of texts and messages from friends giving me this news." The new policies will inevitably make Southwest feel different -- but also more like its competitors, she said.
"It's like another airline, any old plain airline," Wilson said. "Southwest has swag and personality, bon vivant. Part of that was the open seating. Now I just feel like it will kind of change how the airline feels to me."
Southwest fan Grant Goodman, 24, sent a message to a reporter Thursday morning saying he felt betrayed. The Atlanta-based actor described himself as "a dedicated front row, middle seat enthusiast."
"My favorite endurance hobby was checking in at the 24-hour mark," he said in an interview. "The button -- I got it down."
Goodman said he appreciated how passengers could book a flight 48 hours before departure, check in 24 hours in advance and still have a shot at a seat upfront.
"It was basically like a democracy," he said.
The company acknowledged that changing the seating policy was a big shift for the airline, which boasts that it set out to "democratize the sky" with low-cost travel when it began offering service in 1971.
"Moving to assigned seating and offering premium legroom options will be a transformational change that cuts across almost all aspects of the company," Southwest CEO Bob Jordan said in a statement.
The company said its research showed that 80 percent of its customers and 86 percent of "potential" customers prefer an assigned seat.
"When a customer elects to stop flying with Southwest and chooses a competitor, open seating is cited as the number one reason for the change," it said in a news release.
Jordan first hinted at the change in April. "Early indications both for our customers and for Southwest look pretty darn interesting," he said at the time.
The changes are the most significant shift in decades for the airline, which built its reputation as a scrappy discount underdog but has evolved to become one of the dominant carriers in the United States. Even so, Southwest has been under pressure to boost revenue. As other airlines have found ways to charge for various "upgrades," including more legroom and early boarding, Southwest's model left it with few options.
The carrier will also begin offering overnight "red-eye" flights, confirming an announcement from earlier this year. It said the flights will begin in February, with the first overnight flight landing on Valentine's Day 2025.
Ryan Fisher, a digital marketing analyst and frequent Southwest flier based in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said the switch is not a surprise, but it's still disappointing.
"If people are willing to pay up for that seat guarantee, I get it," Fisher said in a direct message on X. "I'm just not that person ... so this news overall is disappointing for a Southwest loyalist like myself."
Southwest fan Goodman anticipates that the airline's changes will result in higher prices for passengers. He expects Southwest to continue offering free checked bags, a differentiating perk the company's leadership has promised to keep. But he mourned the loss of the open-seating policy.
"It was the commoner's airline," he said. "That feeling, I think, has kind of fallen a little bit."
Edward Russell contributed to this report.
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Work Advice: My co-worker is cheating on his wife. Should I tell her?
A reader walked in on a married co-worker and another woman in the supply closet. What's the best course of action to help the co-worker's wife?
By Karla Miller | 2024-07-25




Reader: My co-worker is cheating on his wife with a woman who works at our company. They're on separate teams with different projects, so management won't care. I walked in on them in a supply closet so I'm absolutely certain about the affair, but it would be my word against theirs. They're not stupid, so it's unlikely they're using company email for communicating.
I feel complicit for not telling his wife about this. I've met her twice, once at a happy hour and another time when she dropped by the office and joined us for coffee. I can't pretend she's a stranger, but we're not close enough that I know what's going on inside their marriage. They have a small child and are trying for a second.
I want to help this woman, but not at the cost of my job. If I inform her anonymously, she'll brush me off as some troll, and he'll immediately know it was me because I don't think anyone else knows about this. I don't care if he knows it was me, but how do I do this without getting in trouble with HR for creating a hostile work environment?
Karla: Are you sure you'd be helping the wife by telling her what you witnessed?
In short, I don't see any way for you to take action that does the wife -- or you -- more good than harm. You don't have enough of a personal connection to justify involving yourself in a deeply personal matter.
I know. That answer doesn't satisfy my sense of justice, either. But how badly do you really want to board this train wreck?
Let's try a hypothetical: How would you approach this if you happened to stumble upon their steamy supply-closet scenario -- but you didn't know your co-worker's wife at all? It's no less a betrayal on his part, but as far as you're concerned, it's now a matter of two colleagues behaving unprofessionally, even if they're not technically violating company policy. What would you do in that situation, based only on what you personally witnessed?
Would you say something to HR or your manager, if only to find out what your reporting obligations are or to get what you know on the record?
Would you say something to your co-worker? "I have the impression I saw something I shouldn't have the other day. I don't plan on getting involved, but I also can't lie if anyone asks me about it."
Would you needle him? "How's the wife doing? Will she and the kiddo be at the company picnic?"
Would you play town crier next time you find them necking by the notepads? "OH HEY, DON'T MIND ME, JUST GRABBING SOME INKJET TONER, AS YOU WERE."
Or would you just keep a cool distance from the canoodlers as much as your job allows?
Any one of these is an option, depending on how close you and the co-worker are, how vindictive he is, how much protection you think you need, or other factors specific to your workplace. (And I would be interested to hear from readers via email who have tried any of these options.)
Otherwise, this might be a job better left to karma. You say they're not stupid enough to communicate personal matters on company technology. But getting caught snogging by the sticky notes doesn't say "skilled clandestine operatives" to me. If this is in fact a recurring pattern, my money is on them becoming increasingly careless until they blow their own cover and face the repercussions.
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Companies are reshaping operations to cope with a changing climate
Companies are increasingly changing the way they do business to cope with increasingly frequent episodes of extreme weather.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-07-25

People on July 8 walk along flooded Allen Parkway after Hurricane Beryl hit Houston. (Danielle Villasana for The Washington Post)


Major utilities are relocating substations to escape rising waters and wildfires. Manufacturers are establishing redundant production lines to guard against storms that could idle their plants. And a top investment bank is stress-testing portfolios to see if they would survive a warming climate's wrath.
The moves illustrate how companies are changing the way they do business to cope with increasingly frequent episodes of extreme weather, such as the heat wave that broiled much of the United States this month. The global average temperature on Monday made it the hottest day on record, breaking a planetary mark established just one day earlier, according to Copernicus Climate Change Service, the European Union's climate monitor.
Executives are grappling with a range of climate-related threats to the bottom line, including droughts in Mexico and the Panama Canal, forecasts of an unusually active hurricane season, and record-setting heat from Sacramento to D.C.
In Houston, a company called UPG, which makes precisely formed plastic parts, lost almost two weeks of production after powerful storms knocked out power three times in the last four months. For the company's owners, the serial outages were the latest evidence that business as usual was no longer an option.
"It's getting to the point where the impacts are making us miss our forecasts. It's hurting us financially and it's affecting our customers," said Scott Bekemeyer, co-chairman of the Partner Companies (TPC), a consortium that owns UPG and nine other manufacturers.
Globally, last month was the warmest June since records began in 1850, according to Berkeley Earth, a data analysis nonprofit. The global steam bath explains why investors, regulators and credit-rating agencies are scrutinizing corporate plans for unrecognized climate risks.
To increase its odds of all-weather operations, TPC has increased its product inventories and made sure that it can perform critical production tasks in more than one location.
A medical-device component maker that TPC owns now carries larger stockpiles of surgical blades and biologic mesh while its aerospace manufacturer holds a greater "safety stock" of aircraft and missile components, according to Dan Brumlik, TPC co-chairman.
TPC's network of companies, which occasionally share resources, can etch metal in five locations. Two sites are equipped to perform plastic-injection-molding operations.
With factories in several states, China and Wales, TPC's financial performance is exposed to a variety of weather risks. Last winter, a heavy snow collapsed the roof of one of its buildings in Bozeman, Mont.
"People would talk about the 100-year storm," Brumlik said. "Now, the 100-year storm is happening twice a year. It needs to be part of our normal operational plan."
The changing climate also is affecting the nation's airlines. Hot air is less dense, making it harder for aircraft to gain the lift they need to leave the ground. At often sweltering Phoenix Sky Harbor airport, the Embraer 175 model aircraft used by American Airlines' regional affiliates could not fly last summer when temperatures exceeded 120 degrees.
United Airlines has warned that the warming climate could cause greater turbulence for flights, especially in the Mid-Atlantic, and pose risks to flight attendants. United operations also could be affected by flooding at airports in Newark and Houston.
These concerns appeared in voluntary filings that the airlines, like many corporations, submitted to the nonprofit Carbon Disclosure Project.
Climate risks also are figuring in investment calculations. Charles Schwab warned retail investors last week that the municipal bond market is overlooking the potential impact of extreme weather events.

An airplane approaches the runway at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport during a heat wave in July 2023. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Municipal bonds issued by airport authorities in Miami, Chicago and Denver each pay investors around the same 4.75 percent return. Yet the danger of a costly weather event, such as a hurricane and related flooding, is far greater in Miami, the firm said in a monthly newsletter.
"Investors in Miami munis aren't being compensated for the region's greater weather-related risk," Schwab said, advising clients to diversify their bond holdings geographically and to invest only in higher-rated issuers and short-term bonds.
On Wall Street, JPMorgan said last year that it was stress testing its portfolios "with the worst outcomes" to guard against unforeseen climate impacts. Analysts evaluate the likely effects of severe weather on real estate holdings and commodity prices to determine how the firm's clients and portfolios would fare, Michelle Scales, JPMorgan's top climate risk executive, said last year.
The epic heat wave that blanketed much of the United States with triple-digit temperatures and Hurricane Beryl's lashing of Houston cap a recent flurry of extreme weather episodes.
Since May, Colorado took a pounding from hail; tornadoes swept six central states; and several days of storms ravaged Iowa and other states, causing nearly $5 billion in damages, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
"The effect of extreme weather events and rapid climate change on businesses' operations is slowly coming onto radar screens around the country. But it's a slow evolution. I think the extreme weather events we're seeing this summer are speeding up the intellectual uptake," said Susan Crawford, a Harvard Law School professor.
Along with safeguarding their own facilities, companies must monitor their suppliers' climate resilience, according to Crawford, the author of a 2023 book about Charleston, S.C., and its struggle with rising seas.
Resilinc, a supply chain management firm, has sent its clients 130 percent more weather-related alerts of potential disruptions this year compared with the first half of 2023, CEO Bindiya Vakil said. The company uses artificial intelligence to scour news reports and social media sites in more than 100 languages, searching for developments that could upend global trade flows such as the drought that limited traffic through the Panama Canal for much of the past year.
"The frequency has gone up. And because of that, companies are making business continuity investments," she said, noting purchases of on-site power generation and alternative water supplies.
Indeed, an ongoing drought in Mexico's Tamaulipas state affected the region's petrochemical industry, leading some Mexican producers to declare force majeure, an unforeseeable development that prevents contracts from being fulfilled. The widespread nature of the months-long drought may prompt some buyers to switch to suppliers in China, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence.
The availability of adequate water supplies in Mexico's industrial sector is also a worry for General Motors, which has four plants in the northern and central parts of the country producing engines and transmissions for vehicles such as the Chevy Silverado and Chevy Cruze.
A future water shortage that interrupts production at one of those sites for one month could cost GM $50 million in profits, the company said in its annual filing with the climate organization.
GM, which declined to make an executive available for an interview, said in its filing that it aims to cut its water consumption 35 percent by 2035. The automaker is spending $49 million over three years on a new wastewater treatment and water recycling system at its Ramos Arizpe facility, which produces the Chevrolet Blazer EV.
Meanwhile, U.S. utilities are under pressure to ensure a reliable electric grid despite more frequent storms, flooding and fires.
Duke Energy, in Charlotte, last year spent $4 billion to harden infrastructure, "strengthen the grid against storms and shorten restoration time when outages occur," the company said in its annual report.
The utility built flood walls around several substations and relocated others beyond the reach of once-in-a-century floods. Duke also replaced traditional wooden transmission poles with ones made of concrete and steel. The utility declined an interview request.
In November, six New York utilities submitted to state regulators plans to spend a total of $8.7 billion to make the power system more resilient to climate change.
Consolidated Edison, which serves 10 million customers in New York City and Westchester County, plans to devote $2.4 billion to "prevent, mitigate and respond" to climate risks over the next decade, according to the 228-page plan it filed with the state Public Service Commission.
But the climate may be changing faster than the power grid.
Con Ed now expects 17 days annually with temperatures above 95 degrees by the year 2030, a decade sooner than originally forecast, while rising sea levels threaten more frequent flooding. Top wind speeds in Manhattan by mid-century are expected to reach 110 mph, up from 80 mph today.
To prevent power outages, Con Ed plans to make its systems more resilient, including by elevating substations and burying some "high-risk overhead electrical lines."
"Every time you turn the corner, there's another event when you have this utility and extreme weather combination and people pointing fingers. It absolutely is getting attention up to the board level at utilities across the country because it's an existential threat to these companies," said Judsen Bruzgul, senior director for climate adaptation and resilience at ICF, a consultancy.
In March, after the largest wildfire in Texas history burned more than 1 million acres, credit rating agency S&P Global Ratings downgraded Xcel Energy and its subsidiaries, citing their increased vulnerability to wildfire risks. The change will make it more expensive for the utility to raise money from investors.
Some companies see profits in the need to adapt to the changing climate.
In D.C., Xylem is helping industrial customers and utilities address their need for affordable water supplies. In Florida, rising sea levels mean salt water is contaminating aquifers that drugmakers rely on. In Texas, the industrial users face periodic shortages.
Xylem can filter salt water to make it pure enough for a computer chip maker, pump out a flooded factory or provide temporary water trailers during a drought. The company's technology allows facilities to recycle and reuse around 75 percent of the water they use, according to Snehal Desai, Xylem's chief growth and innovation officer.
Xylem told investors in May it expects to book around $8.5 billion in revenue this year, up from $7.4 billion in 2023, noting "a significant opportunity for profitable above-market growth."
This year, the company's shares have gained more than 24 percent, outpacing the 19 percent increase of the S&P 500 index.
"We've seen a change in behavior. We've seen a change in investment," Desai said. "We think there's an opportunity here."
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CrowdStrike blames global IT outage on bug in checking updates
A bug in the company's testing software meant that a faulty update's bad data wasn't detected before going out to millions of machines.
By Joseph Menn, Aaron Gregg | 2024-07-24

The scene at Reagan National Airport during last week's global IT outage. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A faulty software update that crashed Windows computers around the world, upending air travel and hospital care, was caused by a bug in cybersecurity firm CrowdStrike's quality-control system and inadequate testing systems, the company said Wednesday.
In a preliminary review, the Texas-based company said a program for validating updates missed "problematic content" in what was supposed to be a minor adjustment to CrowdStrike software previously installed on more than 8 million machines.
The bad data triggered a memory problem that "could not be gracefully handled," causing some Windows operating systems to crash and display the light-blue, full-screen warning known as the Blue Screen of Death, according to CrowdStrike's report.
The report failed to impress some security experts who said they were appalled to learn that CrowdStrike had not first deployed the update to a full-fledged computer running Windows and then rolled it out gradually, so that any mistake would have been detected before it disabled computers around the world.
"It is very alarming when patches and updates that are intended for systems that have true operational impact are not tested and validated before going into production," said Steve Kelly, former senior director for cybersecurity at the White House National Security Council. "This is a wake-up call for accountability."
A long-running annual award from expert hackers for "most epic fail," due to be presented with other awards at the Def Con hacking conference next month, was instead announced Wednesday and given to CrowdStrike.
CrowdStrike said it would improve testing in the future, stagger distribution and give customers control over whether small updates are installed immediately.
The new disclosures came as some damage estimates for lost revenue ran over $1 billion, which would put Friday's incident among the most costly outages, even though it didn't lead to the permanent deletion of data or destruction of computers.
Parametrix Insurance, which provides data on availability of technology services and covers losses from cloud computing outages, predicted that Fortune 500 companies would lose more than $5 billion from the CrowdStrike failure. The company said airlines would prove to have been hit the worst and that 80 percent or more of the overall losses would not be covered by insurance.
The disaster renewed calls for greater accountability from software companies, which are generally held to be immune from product liability lawsuits because software is licensed instead of sold. They can still be sued for negligence, but that approach is typically limited by the licensing agreement.
CrowdStrike's general agreement says that an outage entitles customers to a refund for the CrowdStrike subscription costs only on those days and that it is not responsible for any lost profit, revenue or business opportunity.
Such commonplace clauses "protect developers from bearing the full brunt of the damages their products might cause," said Brian Fox, chief technology officer of Sonatype, which helps companies manage their software supply chains. "This legal framework, while designed to protect innovation, has also led to a lack of accountability."
Biden administration officials have been pushing software vendors to voluntarily adopt safer coding practices and are requiring better service when the government buys their products. But restrictions on which misdeeds can be absolved by licensing contracts might need action in Congress.
"The feds and big buyers need to be more active in mandating [vendor] diversity and resiliency. Those things will never happen on their own," said Amit Yoran, a former top cybersecurity official at the Department of Homeland Security who is chief executive of security firm Tenable.
CrowdStrike is widely used by government agencies and large companies, which deploy its Falcon sensors to employee machines. Like other security platforms, it attaches deeply within the Windows operating system, giving it greater power to thwart innovative hackers and greater ability to trigger a full computer failure.
After its founding in 2011, CrowdStrike became known for its involvement in post-mortem investigations into several high-profile cyberattacks, including the 2014 Sony Pictures hack by North Korea and Russian hacks of top Democratic Party officials in 2016. It attracted investment from Google and went public in 2019.
More than a hundred companies forced offline have already notified insurance companies that they may file claims for lost business, according to Marsh, a large insurance broker.
"It's definitely being looked at as the cyber-hurricane," said John Kerns, executive managing director at insurance broker Brown & Brown.
As cyber-insurance policies have expanded over the past decade to include additional kinds of problems, more companies have obtained protection for business interruptions, including those caused by third parties. But such coverage can be expensive, and not all have it, especially for accidental outages, insurers said.
Friday's outage could trigger sterner conversations with software vendors about licensing terms, said Yvette Connor, risk advisory leader at CohnReznick. It might change risk management terms to say "if you cause my business to go down, there should be damages," Connor said. "Maybe, thus, is a tipping point for more intensive 'service-level agreement' discussions."
Although most businesses saw their operations return to normal over the weekend, some ripple effects continued to be felt this week, with one major airline, Delta, still canceling flights Tuesday. Other customers were down Wednesday.
CrowdStrike pledged to publish a more in-depth report on what went wrong once its full investigation is complete.
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Kamala Harris vows to revive Biden's defeated 'care economy' plans
Vice President Harris is set to revive key aspects of Biden's agenda, including housing assistance and child care.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-07-24

Vice President Harris speaks during a campaign event at Westover High School in Fayetteville, N.C., on Thursday. Harris has in two recent appearances vowed to revive key parts of Biden's Build Back Better agenda. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


Presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris vowed twice this week to revive Democratic plans to expand the welfare state, previewing a campaign message against Donald Trump and potentially signaling one of her top priorities should she be elected.
In remarks to campaign staff in Delaware on Monday and a campaign speech in Wisconsin on Tuesday, the vice president focused on key parts of President Biden's domestic agenda that failed to pass because of resistance from Republicans and centrist Democrats. In both speeches, Harris highlighted the need for legislation to expand paid family leave, housing assistance, child care and eldercare -- parts of the "care economy" that advisers say have been one of her top priorities in the administration.
"We believe in a future where no child has to grow up in poverty ... where every person has access to paid family leave and affordable child care," Harris said in Wilmington at her campaign headquarters. "Together, we fight to build a nation where every person has affordable health care, where every worker is paid fairly and where every senior can retire with dignity."
Embracing these economic policies could help sharpen the contrast between the Democratic and Republican presidential nominees in a race that has so far largely been defined by abortion, Trump's criminal convictions, and questions around Biden's age and mental acuity. Before dropping out, Biden's candidacy was also dogged by widespread anger over inflation, and it's unclear how Harris plans to keep voters from punishing her for that as well.
"Trump has been campaigning on the premise that Biden is too old and unfit to serve, and if Harris runs a policy-focused campaign it will be interesting to see if Trump has to respond," said Avik Roy, founder of the Foundation for Research on Equal Opportunity, a think tank that pushes free markets, and a former adviser to leading GOP policymakers.
The effort is not without risks. Biden's attempts to pass trillions of dollars in new domestic programs collapsed amid resistance from Sen. Joe Manchin III (I-W. Va.) and criticism even from some Democrats that the administration was trying to approve too many policies simultaneously. Some economists also caution that the United States cannot afford new domestic spending programs with annual deficits of more than $1.5 trillion, although Democrats say they would pay for their plans with higher taxes on the rich.
The plans also speak to a broader conundrum for Harris's candidacy: She will try take credit for the administration's economic accomplishments, such as low unemployment and fast growth, but will be reluctant to tie herself too closely on the economy to a president who suffered from high disapproval ratings over the highest rate of inflation in decades.
So far, Harris has largely endorsed the agenda that Biden campaigned on. But she will also face numerous choices about which part of Biden's legacy to emphasize on the campaign trail, as well as which aspects of the president's policy agenda, if any, she wants to jettison. In the past few weeks alone, Biden endorsed numerous controversial ideas, including a cap on rent increases for some units, in a bid to save his sinking candidacy. It's not clear whether Harris will take these up, revive some of the ambitious policy ideas she ran on during her failed 2020 primary campaign -- or go in a different direction altogether. These ideas were not mentioned in Harris's first two speeches.
"The challenge now is she needs to present a policy vision that has to be in line with the administration she served in, while also being unique to her. Do you have enough time to develop something like that and put it forward? Or do you have to run on what the Biden-Harris administration has put out?" said Kenneth Baer, who served as a budget official during the Obama administration. "It's absolutely uncharted territory, so it's exciting."
These decisions will likely be shaped in part by a policy brain trust that is likely to evolve over the next few months of the campaign. Harris's closest economic adviser for most of her tenure as vice president was Mike Pyle, who had served in the Obama administration and at the BlackRock investment firm. Pyle was widely seen as allied with a group of younger Obama alumni, including Brian Deese, Biden's former director of the National Economic Council. Carolina Ferrerosa Young, a former aide to Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), is Harris's top economic adviser. Many people who have worked with Ferrerosa Young see her in the mold of Brown, a strong defender of labor unions.
Harris's policy priorities have been the subject of speculation for years. Before she became Biden's running mate, Harris as a senator campaigned for the Democratic Party's presidential nomination in 2020 on a different set of far-reaching economic policies, including a $2.8 trillion tax cut that she does not now mention. Her reversals on Medicare-for-all in the 2020 presidential campaign also fueled criticisms that her views on health care were unclear.
Two senior Democrats, speaking on the condition of anonymity to be more candid, said that even in private conversations, Harris has been supportive of Biden's agenda, rarely objecting even on controversial questions among Democrats such as rent caps or mass student debt relief. The Biden-Harris administration's budget proposal for next year -- which reflected Democratic priorities on dozens of issues -- is likely to form the starting point for her priorities, they said.
"The administration's 2025 budget lays out her thinking in detail, and as president she might adjust things a bit -- but just a bit. I think what we've seen from President Biden is what I think Harris will pursue," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "I think she's cut out of the same economic cloth as President Biden."
But there are some places where Harris could shift the party's emphasis. In the Senate, Harris unveiled the first "bill of rights" for domestic workers not covered by traditional labor laws. As vice president, Harris has been a forceful advocate for policies aimed at protecting poorly paid child care and eldercare workers, said Ai-jen Poo, president of the National Domestic Workers Alliance.
"Vice President Harris has been one of our biggest champions on the care agenda -- from child care, to paid leave, to aging and disability care. She has been a consistent leader for us," Poo said.
That focus may align with Harris's political identity. In May, she gave a speech to the Service Employees International Union, which represents millions of workers in the service sector and has a more racially diverse membership than many other unions, where she called on better pay for care workers.
"Part of her constituency will clearly be women, clearly be women of color, and clearly families of color -- and these are disproportionately folks in the service industry," said Felicia Wong, president of Roosevelt Forward, the advocacy arm of a left-leaning think tank. "So it's not just that she knows investing in the care sector is good for the economy and in line with her values ... in political terms, she sees an advantage in the care agenda."
Conservatives and Republicans, though, see Harris as a big-spending liberal who has embraced Biden policies that fueled the worst inflation in several decades and added trillions to the federal debt.
Trump allies are also planning to criticize Harris over the rise in migration across the U.S.-Mexico border, after she led White House efforts to handle the issue early in the administration.
"We will skewer her for her border performance," said Stephen Moore, a Trump adviser.
In terms of new policies, however, the difference between Biden and Harris may ultimately prove limited. Biden already installed allies of the left in important administrative and regulatory positions, and his legislation was constrained by centrist Democrats in Congress who regarded his proposals as too liberal. That obstacle is likely to be the same for Harris even if Democrats retain the Senate.
"The administration has already put progressives in charge of most of the agencies markets care about, so there's not much room for a leftward push there," said Tobin Marcus, head of U.S. policy and politics at Wolfe Research and an economic policy staffer to Biden when he was vice president during the Obama administration. "For the most part, this is a political story just about voters' perceptions of what they stand for. It will likely be a more forceful and cogent articulation of the case against Trump, without that much of an identifiable difference in their proactive Democratic mission."
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The Vanderpump rose brings delicious drama to the glass
This week, you can also sip a $13 South African white blend or a splurge-worthy Sicilian white made from native grapes.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-07-25

FROM LEFT: A.A. Badenhorst Curator White Blend 2023; Vanderpump Rose 2023; Monteleone Etna Bianco 2022. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


This week's wines feature a perennial value from South Africa, a raucous rose from Provence and a splurge-worthy white from Sicily that shows what wine lovers call "a sense of place".
Coastal Region, South Africa, $13
Adi Badenhorst's Curator white and red blends are tremendous values, year after year. This 2023 white marries chenin blanc with chardonnay for body, and viognier for aroma. The result is a floral, off-dry wine that's delicious on its own or with casual dishes. Alcohol by volume: 13 percent. Bottle weight: 435 grams (Light).
Imported by Broadbent Selections. Distributed locally by Winebow.
Cotes de Provence, France, $23
Fans of the Vanderpump Rules - as well as regular, non-reality-tv-fan base who like rose - will appreciate this juicy wine. With the saline, wild herb character that makes Provencal rose so fascinating, but with extra exuberant fruit, it should appeal to American consumers. Just as with its namesake show, don't look for subtlety here, just delicious fun. This isn't lovers tucked into a quiet cafe in Nice, this is "Woohoo! We're on the Riviera!" ABV: 13 percent. BW: 725 grams (Heavy).
Imported by Palm Bay International. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Sicily, Italy, $54
Mount Etna keeps erupting, and the wines grown on her slopes persist on the palate with an expression of their place. It doesn't take much imagination to taste the firm acidity from volcanic soil and the saline sea air off the Mediterranean as expressed by Sicily's native carricante grape. Even if you don't taste the "sense of place" so prized by winelovers, the wine may get you thinking about planning a trip there. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 555 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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J.D. Vance said Kamala Harris has no kids. Stepparents would like a word.
The vice president is stepmother to two children, but that hasn't stopped her opponents from suggesting she isn't a real parent.
By Caitlin Gibson | 2024-07-25

From left, Doug Emhoff, Vice President-elect Kamala D. Harris, Cole Emhoff, Ella Emhoff and Vice President Mike Pence stand at the inauguration of President-elect Joe Biden on Jan. 20, 2021. (Rob Carr/Getty Images)


When Ella Emhoff graduated from college in 2021, Vice President Harris posed smiling beside her stepdaughter. At Cole Emhoff's wedding in October, Harris officiated her stepson's ceremony. The Emhoff siblings have affectionately dubbed Harris "Momala," a name she has said she wears proudly.
But Harris's parental role was altogether erased in recent and resurfaced attacks from her political opponents. In a video drawn from a 2021 interview on Fox News's "Tucker Carlson Tonight," J.D. Vance, now the GOP vice-presidential nominee, said that Harris and other prominent Democrats (including Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez) "don't really have a direct stake" in the country's future because they are "people without children." In the clip, which has amassed more than 25 million views since it was shared Monday on X, Vance also refers to Democrats as "a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices they've made."
Others on the right have echoed Vance's argument: Will Chamberlain, a conservative commentator and former Ron DeSantis staffer, posted on X on Sunday that a "really simple, underdiscussed reason why Kamala Harris shouldn't be President" is that she has "no children."
Among the torrent of outraged replies online, many offered corrections to these claims: Buttigieg and his husband, Chasten, announced the birth of their twins in September 2021. Past presidents have been child-free (including James K. Polk and James Buchanan). George Washington did not have biological offspring; he was a stepparent who helped raise his wife's children from a previous marriage.
And members of Harris's own family soon issued their own rebuttals: Kerstin Emhoff, the ex-wife of second gentleman Douglas Emhoff, rejected Vance's criticism of Harris as "baseless attacks" in a statement to CNN. "For over 10 years, since Cole and Ella were teenagers, Kamala has been a co-parent with Doug and I," Emhoff said. "She is loving, nurturing, fiercely protective, and always present. I love our blended family and am grateful to have her in it."
On Thursday, Ella Emhoff shared her mother's statement on Instagram: "How can you be 'childless' when you have cutie pie kids like Cole and I," she added. "I love my three parents."
Harris's relationships with Cole and Ella deserve respect and recognition, says Jann Blackstone, a co-parenting mediator, author and founder of the nonprofit Bonus Families, which supports divorced or separated parents and their combined families.
Blackstone, who has two stepchildren -- she prefers the term "bonus children" -- knows firsthand the lingering stereotypes and misconceptions that have long plagued stepparents, and stepmothers in particular: "That they're not the real mom. That they don't count. That they're second-best," Blackstone says. Over the decades that Blackstone has worked with blended families, she says, she has seen the toll that these judgments can take on devoted caregivers.
But she has also seen more and more people accept and embrace the idea of blended families, which made Vance's comments feel especially jarring, she says. "To say something like this seems so backwards to me. It's just not our reality," she says. According to a 2015 Pew Research Center report, 16 percent of American children are living in "blended families" -- a household with a stepparent, stepsibling or half sibling -- and 8 percent of children are living with a stepparent.
Blackstone adds that her reaction has nothing to do with Vance's or Harris's politics: "I don't make judgments on people's political decisions, as far as who I'm going to vote for, or who they're going to vote for," she says. "But the family system is changing, and to make a comment like that ... it's just not helpful to society. We don't need people to say, like, 'You aren't qualified to be president because you don't have children.' I want bonus parents to be respected as a parental figure."
For Rebecca Brodey, the vice president's highly visible relationship with Ella and Cole has felt significant for years. "I feel so much solidarity with other stepmoms," says Brodey, a mother of three, including two stepchildren, in D.C. "So I also feel solidarity with Kamala Harris. When 'Momala' was first put in the news, I jokingly said to my stepkids, 'Why don't you call me MaBecca?' and now as a joke my stepdaughter has me in her phone as MaBecca."
Brodey is close with her two stepchildren, she says, both of whom are teens. But she has also sometimes struggled with a role that is frequently overlooked or confronted with skepticism.
"My experience as a stepmom is that, at the outset, I'm normally met with distrust," she says. "It's just part of the role that you have to prove yourself, you have to demonstrate that you are there to support the kids, that you respect the ex, that you're a loving person."
So when she considers the recent condemnation of Harris, "I just roll my eyes," she says. "It's not surprising to me that they're going to invalidate her role as a caretaker and as someone who is invested in the future of her stepchildren."
It didn't surprise Matthew Brake either. The stepfather of three says he's noticed anti-stepparent sentiments growing in recent years, primarily in certain right-leaning corners of the internet.
The clip from Vance's interview reminded Brake of a social media post he saw circulating a couple of years ago, around the time he was planning to ask his wife to marry him. The post was shared by a self-identified religious, conservative account, he says. "It was typical of other things I was seeing too -- this guy didn't understand how a single guy who did not have his own kids would choose to marry a woman who had her own kids already, and then choose to raise another man's children," Brake says. "There was this sort of ugly macho-ism, which, coming from a Christian background, was so antithetical to all the messages I always heard about how God adopts people into his family, about how we should adopt and love the orphan and those who don't have parents."
Brake has a strong relationship with his own stepfather, he says, and he approaches his stepchildren with the same depth of care and respect. When he married his wife, he says, his wedding vows included a promise to love her children as his own.
"You're still concerned about their future. And if you think that someone having stepkids keeps them from caring about the future -- that probably says more about you than it does about a stepparent," he says. "It's a politically gross thing to say. It's disrespectful to every stepparent, to every parent who has adopted kids, to the people who can't have children but nonetheless mentor and teach and take care of children -- it's disrespectful to all of those people."
To Tomika Anderson Greene, who lives in Virginia with a blended family that includes her biological son and four stepchildren, the idea of dismissing a stepparent is ironic because their caregiving demands particular courage and commitment.
To become an adoptive parent or stepparent, she says, "is to step into a role that, in a lot of ways, is harder than the biological one. You're starting at a place where the child is, not where they began, and you're building a relationship with them from that place. You are challenged to shift and change and grow."
Greene's four stepchildren are adults, "but that applies to me, too," she says. "We do family dinners; we start traditions we didn't have before. It is a lot of good work."
Like Harris and Blackstone, Greene generally avoids the term stepchildren: "I refer to them as my kids, or my bonus kids. And I've allowed those kids to define what my relationship is to them and followed their lead."
When she saw the recent criticism of Harris, Greene says she felt a deep sense of recognition -- and fury.
"This would not be levied at her if she was a man. It wouldn't even be a point of consideration," she says. "This smoke and mirrors and gaslighting that we're seeing is par for the course when you're a Black woman. I would laugh in the face of someone who dared to try to tell me what a real parent is and what it is not."
Then she pauses, and does start to laugh. "I am excited to hopefully watch her just brush that right off and keep her focus," she says. "Those are her kids. End of story."
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He was a basketball pro. Now, he's a chef feeding the Olympic Village.
Michelin-starred chef Alexandre Mazzia wants to bring a sense of fun to the food he and other chefs will serve Olympic athletes in Paris.
By Jess McHugh | 2024-07-25
MARSEILLE, France -- On a recent Tuesday, nearly a dozen people were milling in and out of AM, the three-Michelin-star restaurant of chef Alexandre Mazzia. The restaurant was closed, though you couldn't tell from the level of activity in the kitchen. The chef's fleet of staff was preparing ingredients for some of the dishes that have made Mazzia famous: trout roe and wild salmon in a smoky, hazelnut milk or lemon-geranium langoustines with a seaweed popcorn.
Presiding over the whirl of activity was Mazzia, who at 6-foot-4 towered over the room. The 47-year-old former pro basketball player has a disarming smile and the demeanor of a coach. He talked frequently about the importance of teamwork in the kitchen, and -- like a good coach -- he seemed aware of everything happening around him. At one point, he jumped up from our interview with an "excusez-moi" to open the door for a sous-chef carrying metal trays and plastic tubs.
The bustle of the restaurant is a good fit for the frenetic atmosphere of Marseille, an ancient port city more than 400 miles south of Paris whose varied reputation in France includes its stunning natural gorges, fresh fish and drug trafficking. (Marseille is often described simply as "gritty." Or "sulfurous," according to one French radio station.)
The Mediterranean Sea is a short walk from AM, and Mazzia's signature style includes lots of local seafood and vegetables, often spiced, roasted and smoked. His fresh, clean approach -- coupled with his background in professional sports -- made him a natural choice for his next challenge: cooking for the athletes descending on Paris this month for the Olympic Games.

Edible flowers used in Mazzia's herbaceous chickpea pomade, peas and smoked fish milk, which will be served to Olympians. 



Mazzia's assistant, Manon Martellotto, in the wine and vinegar cellar at AM. 



Mazzia assembles a dish with pastry chef Alessandro Moretto. 


He and two other French chefs (Amandine Chaignot and Akrame Benallal) are designing and executing menus for 15,000 athletes in the Olympic kitchen, which is  open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. In addition to the chefs' menus, a caterer will provide 40 entrees daily, plus a salad bar, a grill, a cheese cart, a boulangerie, a hot bar, a dessert bar and a fruit stand. All told, the Olympic kitchen expects to serve 40,000 meals per day for the Games. It's a unique challenge, especially for a three-star chef such as Mazzia, who's used to cooking for people who live to eat, rather than people who eat to compete. There's an added challenge for the Paris Olympic Games: France is renowned worldwide for its cuisine, so serving the dry chicken breast and brown rice of athletic training meals would be seen as a kind of national shame.
"These people think of food as fuel, that's for sure, but fuel needs to be fun," Mazzia said. "For me, it wasn't a question of constraint, but of playing the game and thinking, 'How we can bring something joyful and fun to the athletes?'"
The way Mazzia talks about his menu for the athletes almost makes it sound like a sport, one in which he's trying to perform his best while also representing his country to the world. "The challenge was to highlight the products of our local region, in our own way -- but above all, to bring in the imprint of our kitchen to the athletes."
Mazzia's style is not old-school French, with its focus on butter-heavy sauces such as the classic bechamel or hollandaise. For the first 15 years of his life, he grew up in what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo, where his French parents lived as expats.
The area he grew up in is called the Cote Sauvage, which translates to the "Wild Coast," and it lived up to its name. Mazzia remembers seeing surfers riding massive waves and hammerhead sharks swimming in the turquoise water. He and his school friends sometimes played with stingrays. Because of the oppressive midday heat, classes were held in the morning and in the late afternoon. In between, Mazzia went to the beach, where he liked to watch the fishing canoes hauling in their fresh catch each day.
Food is woven into his memories. On weekends, his family would head to the coastal village of Diosso, outside the city. After a full day of playing in the water, he and his family would eat grilled and spiced meat and fish or mafe, a thick tomato-peanut stew of chicken or beef, spiced with chile peppers and aromatics. Even now, he says, a good barbecue takes him back to his childhood. And then there was the fresh fruit: perfectly ripe mangoes and papayas to pair with meals or to eat raw as a dessert.
When his family returned to France, the culture shock was extreme for 15-year-old Mazzia. He had gone from school days spent partly at the beach to the strict regimen of a Jesuit boarding school outside of Paris. As he was tall for his age, he started playing basketball, which became a safe haven. "It was more than a refuge," Mazzia recalled. "I got to know a brotherhood of some pretty incredible people."

Herbaceous chickpea pomade, peas and smoked fish milk, which will be served during the Paris Olympics. 


Mazzia said he loved the accountability of being on a team, how he found himself being relied upon by others and being able to rely on them in the same way. "You had this responsibility to make baskets, not for yourself but for the team. So you're quickly in this system of work, of performance." After finishing school, it was an easy transition to start playing professional basketball as a shooting guard, first for a team in Marseille and then in nearby Avignon.
Mazzia likes to clarify that he's not a basketball player who became a chef; he thinks of himself as a "cook who played some basketball." Incredibly, for many years, he was doing both. He landed his first restaurant job at the Venitien Prestige in Paris suburb Rueil-Malmaison in 1995 at age 19, before going on to train at the Parisian establishment Fauchon under the legendary pastry chef Pierre Herme. "I was lucky enough to meet chefs who listened to me, allowing me to do both," Mazzia said. "It was intense. I didn't get any special treatment from either side."
Since then, he had trained in other Michelin-starred restaurants but also cooked in retirement homes and for corporate catering. By 2007, he left his basketball team in Avignon, and in 2014, he opened AM in Marseille, racking up three Michelin stars over the following decade. It is Mazzia's ability to straddle both worlds -- haute cuisine and professional sports -- that made him such a natural choice to cook for the Olympians.
Mazzia has spent nearly two years researching, brainstorming and consulting nutritionists and sports medicine doctors to devise his menu for the Paris Olympics. He, of course, focused on lean protein and nutrient-rich vegetables, but there were also surprises along the way. Rice, he learned, isn't necessarily the best fuel for athletes, as its nutritional quality depends on its origins and the way it's processed, which is too difficult to control on a large scale, he said. So he chose to avoid rice and flour for his Olympics menu.
He asked himself almost existential questions in his research and drafting of recipes. For instance: "How can we make green beans, which are not very rich, more gourmet -- but, above all, have a more exhilarating depth of taste?" The resulting dish is a green bean risotto of sorts, with a blackberry and black currant vinaigrette.
The menus Mazzia landed on put a twist on some of his favorite ingredients in the restaurant, such as white fish and chickpeas. One recipe is adapted from a classic dish served in AM, tweaked to be healthier for the athletes. It's a spiced hake with tapioca in a vegetable broth, cooked to keep the juicy, nutritional qualities of the fish intact.

Mazzia prepares crystallized choux with saffron butter with cook Lucas Pierre. 


There's also an herbaceous chickpea pomade with peas and smoked fish milk. It's similar to a hummus made with verbena water, as well as peas and beets reduced for their residual sugar. He's also planning a mackerel dish, a fatty fish rich in iron and vitamin B, served with grilled broccoli shoots.
In brainstorming his menus, Mazzia said, he was thinking about food as fuel and food as part of the recuperation process -- after all, some of the athletes will be eating his meals after they've competed. (In any event, his meals sound infinitely tastier than the late-night pizzas Mazzia would eat after big basketball games.) There's also the fact that a runner's nutritional needs are different from those of a wrestler or a gymnast. It's a tall order, especially considering the 200 nationalities represented at this year's Games, each coming with their own food cultures and personal tastes.
As France's second-largest city, Marseille will play a special role in the Games, hosting the Olympic sailing competition and some of the soccer matches. In May, when the Olympic Torch Relay arrived in Marseille from Greece, Mazzia was part of the all-star lineup of torch bearers.

Fireworks go off as the Belem, the three-mast ship bringing the Olympic flame from Greece, reaches Marseille on May 8. (Laurent Cipriani/AP)


The chef talks about his menu as a good host would: in terms of joy and comfort. Many of the athletes likely won't get to visit much of France other than its stadiums, and Mazzia's cuisine seeks to bring out his personal terroir, he said. The word shares the same root as terre, meaning earth in French, and it signifies not just what grows in the ground in a certain region but also the local flavor. For Mazzia, that's the fresh seafood and vegetables of southern France as well as the spiciness and smokiness of the food from his childhood in Congo. "Above all, it was a question of trying to make people happy," he said.
That shines through in his cooking -- and in the way he talks about food. Despite all the lavishness and artistry required to earn one Michelin star -- much less three -- it's clear that Mazzia is thinking not about more than Jackson Pollock-ian plating. He spoke often of trying to communicate something to the people who eat his creations, whether it's the diners in the 24 seats at AM or the 15,000 athletes eating from the Olympic kitchen.
The Olympics set out to promote "excellence, respect and friendship" in the world, and Mazzia's approach includes an aspect of friendship, even family. He spoke warmly of what he ate at his grandparents' house as a kid: the first fresh eels of the season, caught by his fisherman grandfather, the French toast made over the heat of the fireplace, or the comfort food his grandmother cooked at the brasserie she ran on Ile de Re, an island off the western coast of France. There's a hint of that homey feel to his Olympics menus.
When I first asked him to describe his signature style, he struggled for words. Eventually, he settled on a simple definition.
"It's really a cuisine of the soul," Mazzia told me. Soon enough, several thousand of the world's best athletes will get to take a bite and see for themselves.

Mazzia and chefs Amandine Chaignot, Stephane Chicheri and Akrame Benallal speak at a news conference in Paris in 2023. (Michel Euler/AP)
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Stuff tomatoes with garlicky breadcrumbs and bacon for a flavor jackpot
Giving peak-summer tomatoes the clams casino treatment is a recipe for big flavors and fun.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-07-25

Tomatoes Casino are stuffed with bacon, garlic, panko and parsley. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
It's hard for me to believe, but today is my final day of filling in for Daniela Galarza on the Eat Voraciously newsletter. I have learned so much over the past five months while keeping her seat warm, including the stamina it takes to write a four-times-a-week column and the value of a band of smart, insightful editors who make it all sound and look so much better than I could alone.
Most of all, I have been buoyed by your engagement, whether it's responding to the questions I've posed in various newsletters, cooking the recipes we've featured and sharing the results on social media, or just sending a kind note along the way.
This morning, I went back through my inbox to read the first newsletter I wrote, from March 11. In addition to introducing myself and describing how I approach cooking (long story short: simple, comforting food with as few dishes to wash as possible), I wrote a little proclamation about cooking dinner regularly:
"Making dinner might not seem like a big deal, but I think it is. It is a big deal to feed yourself and the people who rely on you. I think you're doing something important. And I'm here to help."
I hope my work on this newsletter has helped you do this very important, very relentless work of feeding yourself.
Get the recipe: Tomatoes Casino
And for my final recipe (the pressure!), I am excited to share a special one from my new cookbook, "What Goes With What," which comes out in October -- so consider this a special sneak peek.
The recipe, Tomatoes Casino, features stuffed tomatoes that have all the familiar flavors of classic clams casino: bacon, garlic, breadcrumbs and parsley. Serve the tomatoes with a simple green salad, as well as rice, pasta, polenta or bread, to make a complete meal, or make it a side dish with any simple main course, such as air fryer salmon or roast chicken.

Scooping out tomatoes for Tomatoes Casino. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Although the recipe stands on its own in the book, Tomatoes Casino appears in a chart of recipes for stuffed vegetables. What do I mean by that? The whole book is a collection of charts that each show you the basic infrastructure of a recipe with examples for how to riff on it. Then there are the recipes for each example. In addition to stuffed vegetables (so fun!), there are also tons of simple, useful things such as salad dressings, roasted vegetables, one-bowl baked goods and more. It's also a very personal book: It includes a number of essays; I took all the photos myself; and my sweet parents designed the whole thing.
It has been so much fun hanging out with all of you, and although I will no longer be writing this column, I am excited to get back to reading it along with you. Take good care, everyone, and I hope your days continue to be filled with simple, good food that makes you feel loved.
Get the recipe: Tomatoes Casino
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Ask Sahaj: My brother stopped talking to me after a heated political discussion
Can these siblings get past a heated political discussion and stay in contact?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-07-25

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I have one living brother, and we always have had a good relationship, although not a very close one. He lives far away, but I see him almost every year with other family, and we have talked every three or four months and emailed more frequently.
About six months ago, we accidentally backed into a political discussion. While I have long known our views of the world were somewhat different, I discovered that he holds pretty extreme views contrary to mine. During this discussion, he made a personal comment about me that I found insulting, and I responded that I had been trying to keep our discussion from being personal.
Since then, I have received very little or no response to emails to the general family, and no response in recent months. Through reflection, I have decided to completely set aside the insult and the difference in our values and simply maintain the relationship that we had, but I apprehend that the feeling is not mutual. How should I proceed?
-- Sibling
Sibling: Before you figure out how to proceed, I encourage you to dig deeper and consider: What does it even mean to maintain the relationship with your brother? In your letter, it sounds like there wasn't that much intimacy or connection before the political discussion. This isn't to say that what it was isn't enough (only you can determine that), but it does make me curious about whether you are grieving what this relationship is not.
When I work with clients who are navigating tension in familial relationships, often our work leads to processing grief and acceptance. For you, this may look like grieving a sibling you lost already and grieving the sibling relationship you don't have with your brother. It means exploring the brother you have versus the brother you want. This work is not easy nor is it fast. A therapist or professional can help you process accepting who your brother is -- and who he is not.
Even more, you want to be honest with yourself about your relationship with your brother. What is the dynamic, and how has it been impacting you? You mention that he made a personal comment that was "insulting," and yet I don't sense that he has taken accountability for hurting you. So, what needs do you have in the relationship that you could explore communicating -- or have to accept won't be met? What are you motivated by when it comes to repairing the relationship? Maybe it's that you don't want to be estranged from your only sibling, or maybe it's a hope that things can be different. Whatever it is, be completely, radically honest with yourself.
With that said, you don't know what you don't know, so have a conversation with your brother to remove any question of where he stands regarding your relationship. This may be sending an email or a text directly and only to him. You may say something like, "I feel as though things are a bit off since our last chat. I'd love to talk about ways we can reconnect. Is that something you'd be up for?" Or, "I've been thinking about you. I don't like how we left things and I'd love to reconnect and find a way to maintain our relationship. If you're open to it, let me know and we can find a time to talk." Your brother may choose not to have a relationship -- or any communication -- with you because of your political differences. Staying in contact with your brother may mean agreeing on how you handle these issues in the future, or it may simply mean respecting your brother's boundaries even though it's hurtful to you.
All you can do is explicitly share how you feel about him and the relationship while also asking for what you want and need. The rest is up to him ... which brings us full circle. You can be open and honest, and yet, you still may not get what it is you are hoping for in return. You want to find ways to accept and grieve what you may not get while also taking care of yourself through nurturing other forms of connection and community.
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The lawyer who fights for people's right to grow 'weeds'
She used to enforce local weed ordinances. Now she helps native plant enthusiasts combat them.
By Chris Moody | 2024-07-25
Val Weston and J. Brandon knew the yard needed help. In 2021, the couple had bought a 1970s-era fixer-upper in Silver City, N.M., on a corner lot carpeted in weeds, including the invasive goathead, notorious for its spiky leaves. "The yard was completely abused," Weston says. "Neglected."
Weston, a certified naturalist, was eager to ditch the lawn altogether in favor of native grasses, flowers and trees.
She and Brandon thought they had done everything right: They sought landscaping advice and joined their local Native Plant Society chapter. Before buying seeds, they let the plants already in the ground grow to see what they had. A meadow began to take shape. Left unmown, the native prairie grasses grew as tall as four feet and attracted birds that nested in the safety of the new landscape.
But the following summer, when the grasses were near their seasonal height, a pair of Silver City code enforcement officers knocked on the couple's door.

A copy of the citation issued by Silver City code enforcement officers saying Weston and Brandon's yard violated local ordinances. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)



Globe mallow plants thrive at Val Weston and J. Brandon's home (Rebecca Noble/For The Washington Post)


The officers said that the yard violated a local nuisance code. It was, they said, full of overgrown "weeds" and would need to be mowed immediately. Weston and Brandon later learned that a neighbor had complained.
These codes, common in cities across the country, allow municipalities to regulate landscaping decisions on private property, in the interest of public safety and aesthetic sensibilities. The intentions are good: An overgrown hedge can block the view of a driver pulling onto a busy road; a nest of noxious weeds or debris can attract pests. But at a time when homeowners are increasingly favoring native plants over turf grass lawns, weed ordinances can conflict with the personal choices of residents.

Globe mallow, a a drought-resistant perennial, catches the late afternoon sunlight at Val Weston and J. Brandon's home. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)



Weston and Brandon's front yard includes the native grass sideoats grama. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)



Brandon says they told officers they don't have weeds. "We have native plants and grasses. We were insisting, 'what are the weeds?'" Prickly poppies are among the native plants in their yard. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)


At the time, their meadow blossomed with orange globe mallow, a drought-resistant perennial, alongside wild poppies and prairie coneflowers, which bloom deep red and thrive in bright sunlight. Native grass, such as cane bluestem, sideoats grama and blue grama, grew tall. Cues for care were evident on the property, with freshly mowed lines along the public sidewalk.
"We said, 'we don't have weeds,'" Brandon says. "We have native plants and grasses. We were insisting, 'what are the weeds?'"
Brandon asked for specifics about the violations and to see the ordinance in question. The officers agreed to bring it to the house a few days later, then left the couple with a warning and handwritten instructions that read, "Weeds need to be cut."
The officers returned with the ordinance language. The city nuisance codes forbade "Noxious weeds or other rank vegetation which produce noxious odors" or anything that "provides harborage for rats, mice or other rodents, snakes or other vermin."
Pointing to the language, the officers said the yard was at risk of harboring vermin, which Brandon and Weston denied.
When the officers returned a third time to find that the plants were still not cut back, they issued a formal citation.
By then, the interaction had grown tense. Brandon says that when he tried to explain his side, he was told that he could tell his complaints to the judge in court. (A representative for the Silver City Police Department, which enforces the city code, did not return a request for comment about the interaction.)
Feeling that they had done nothing wrong, but facing a showdown -- one rife with potential legal consequences -- with their new community, they went searching for professional advice.
They found it in an attorney from the prairie-lands of Iowa who specializes in weed ordinance law: the auspiciously named Rosanne Plante.

Attorney Rosanne Plante showing off her corn crop from the 2022 harvest outside of Hinton, Iowa. (Courtesy of Rosanne Plante)


As an assistant city attorney for Sioux City from 2002 to 2008, Plante had made a career of defending her town's weed ordinances and prosecuting those who ran afoul of them. She oversaw a team she dubbed "the weed police" that drove around searching for infractions.
Since leaving her post with the city, Plante, a lifelong gardener, has used her intimate knowledge of municipal flora law to benefit the very types of offenders she once prosecuted. Attitudes about gardening have shifted over the last few decades, as people have become more tolerant of landscaping without turf grass and more aware of the benefits of native plants. She says the regulations need to improve so local governments take these changes into account, while still considering public safety.
These days she takes a balanced approach to weed ordinances, trying to bridge the divide between local governments and gardeners. The rules, she says, are necessary "to a certain extent," but she wants to see them written more precisely, to allow exceptions for homeowners growing native species that don't look "traditional."
"I'm able to help because I know what the other side is doing," Plante says. "And that's a real powerful tool."
Plante says she would approach her old job differently if she were doing it today. Instead of writing citations, she would focus on teaching people about native plants to guide them about what falls within regulations.

Plante incorporates agriculture into her other personal passion -- beauty pageants. (Courtesy of Rosanne Plante)


"People should have the freedom to have native plants and things that don't look like Barbieland," she says. "But we do need to have some parameters so people don't have a yard full of eight-foot plants."
For Plante, who was named a certified Iowa master gardener in 2004 and a master conservationist in 2019, this work felt like a natural pairing of her personal interests and her professional background. She also incorporates agriculture into her other personal passion: beauty pageants. In addition to her work with gardeners, Plante is known nationally as "the pageant lawyer" because she represents pageants around the country. She's also a contestant: In the Mrs. Iowa International pageant, she showcased gardening as part of her campaign. Plante reigns as the 2023-2024 Mrs. Agriculture America Elite.
Gardening, a hobby she learned from her grandmother, has always been a part of Plante's life. She and her husband, Chad, started a garden on an acre of land they own, where she retreats for stress relief while working on challenging cases. In 2016, Chad was severely injured when a public bus struck his car, an accident that left him in a coma for nearly two weeks with a traumatic brain injury. As part of his recovery, Plante guided him through a regimen of garden therapy, techniques she now teaches others.

Gardening, a hobby Plante learned from her grandmother, has always been a part of her life. (Courtesy of Rosanne Plante)


These days, Plante chairs a group of attorneys known as "the Wild Lawyers," who provide guidance and advice for native plant gardeners charged with violating city codes or homeowners association rules. The lawyers are part of an organization called Wild Ones, with native plant activists working in chapters around the country. As part of her role, she leads seminars on combating and avoiding weed ordinance citations.
She also encourages governments to shape ordinance language in a way that protects public safety while still allowing native gardening and nontraditional landscaping. Plante has written a sample weed ordinance that she says can help jurisdictions manage that balance.
A well-written ordinance, she says, must strictly define what it means by a "weed." Many don't, allowing city enforcement agencies broad leeway to interpret the rule however they see fit.
"Usually the biggest problems are that they're vague and their definitional sections are very bad," Plante says. "The very first chapter of any good ordinance should be definitions."
As native plant landscaping grows in popularity, cities are starting to rethink their ordinances. The National Wildlife Federation has called on municipalities to update their weed ordinances to take native plants into account, and over the past few years, many cities have done so. Moves like that could reduce tension between gardeners and local governments, says Jim Poznak, a retired attorney who helped organize the Wild Lawyers in 2021.
"I would hope that as awareness grows, incidents would decline because people would not only know what the landscape is, but appreciate it," Poznak says. "Even if you don't like how it looks, at least appreciate that it has ecological significance."

Weston, right, and Brandon check on tall native grasses growing in their yard. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)


When gardeners like Weston and Brandon call asking for help, Plante urges them to react calmly. A citation isn't a conviction, and those cited will have a chance to defend themselves. Even though a visit from an officer can feel intimidating, it doesn't mean you have to immediately pull out the lawn mower and tear everything down. Start by asking them to specify exactly what you've done wrong, she says, and to show you the exact wording of the ordinance in question.
She also recommends responding by showing officials that your landscaping approach is intentional. Knowing the benefits of cultivating plants native to the area can help you be more persuasive.
"Most communities are open to having you talk to them," Plante says.
Because most citations are complaint driven -- as was the case for Weston and Brandon -- gardeners can take steps to avoid a visit from the city in the first place. This starts with implementing what are known as "cues for care," or visible signs that your yard design is intentional. That includes mowing around the edges of the property and creating neat walking paths through taller grasses. Or putting up signs educating the public on the benefits of the native plants in the garden. You can even designate the land as a certified wildlife habitat with the National Wildlife Federation.
Benjamin Vogt, founder of the Nebraska-based landscape design firm Monarch Gardens, says that although awareness of the benefits of native plants is increasing, it's still important to make aesthetics a part of the calculus.

Tricia Hurley points out native plants for sale at the Silver City Farmer's Market. Hurley owns and operates Lone Mountain Native Plants with her husband Mark Cantrell. It's where Weston and Brandon bought several plants for their yard. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)


"Anything but a lawn will feel like a breach of the social contract in so many urban and suburban neighborhoods," says Vogt, author of "Prairie Up: An Introduction to Natural Garden Design." "Even though a natural landscape is cleaning and cooling the air, reducing urban flooding, rebuilding soils and providing for the insects and bugs that literally make our world work."
Vogt also recommends being able to identify each plant in your garden.
"The number one defense you can have if you are reported is to know your plants," Vogt says. "And by that I mean be able to recite the Latin names in a conversation or, at the very least, have a list you can quickly print up or email. Knowledge is power and makes advocacy for natural gardens more possible and successful. Show others you know what you are doing, have researched the plants and didn't just stop mowing then hope for the best."
In her seminars, Plante recommends pushing back if you're issued a citation. She advises people to take time preparing their argument by backing it with facts about what's in the garden and the role those plants play in the local ecosystem.
"I urge everybody to plead not guilty immediately. Never admit to any of these folks that you agree with them and you have broken the law," she says. "You don't have to prove that it's not a weed. They have to prove that it is a weed."

Weston thumbs through hundreds of pages of evidence, scholarly articles and arguments she and Brandon collected for their court case against the city. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)


For Brandon and Weston, Plante read Silver City's regulations and urged them to continue with their case. (While the Wild Lawyers are open to offering broad guidance through their educational programs, they do not represent clients in any formal way.)
"She was extremely helpful to us. She encouraged us to stand our ground," Brandon says. "A lot of people would just roll over and say, 'okay, I'll mow my yard down because a guy with a badge showed up and told us to.'"
In 2023, Weston and Brandon prepared to take their case to court. They carefully documented each plant in their yard. They delivered their evidence to the town and subpoenaed expert witnesses to speak on their behalf.
Two days before the trial date, the judge dismissed the case. Their meadow could remain.
Chris Moody is a writer based in Boone, N.C., where he teaches journalism and broadcast media at Appalachian State University. He last wrote about the rise of native plant gardening for The Washington Post in 2022.
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These people hated their mattresses -- so they built their own
Frustrated by the high prices and lackluster comfort of big mattress brands, a growing community is going the DIY route.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-07-25
Hanging art. Painting a room. Building a fire pit. These are commonly accepted DIY projects. But a fervent group of hobbyists wants to add one more to the list: building your own mattress.
Frustrated by high prices and dissatisfied with the comfort and life span of store-bought mattresses, these folks research and buy the individual layers that make up a mattress, subbing out various latexes, coils and other components until they have stacked the perfect pallet. Many have found one another online, forming niche communities on forums such as Reddit where they swap tips and crowdsource information.
Some, like Andrew Gerges, need a mattress that alleviates a particular ailment. The New Port Richey, Fla., resident has dealt with lower-back issues since a motorcycle accident, and he had been waking up in pain after years on the same mattress. "I was trying to find a mattress that was firm yet still soft enough to side-sleep," he says. "And that's a very hard thing to do."
While looking at reviews on Reddit, he saw a post about the DIY route. At first, he was surprised this was even an option, and he thought it might be too complicated. But seeing the price tag of the mattresses that fit his specifications sent him circling back to the idea.

Jess Powell poses for a portrait on a mattress she built at her home in Sultan, Washington on July 18, 2024. Powell tapped into an online community of DIY mattress builders and contacted parts suppliers to build a custom mattress. (David Ryder for The Washington Post)


The first step entails copious research into the options, of which there are many. Degrees of firmness. Coil count. Thick vs. thin. A bevy of different materials. There is no lack of information -- aficionados are all too happy to share their builds in great detail online and offer advice to newcomers.
"The easiest thing is putting them together," Gerges says. "The hardest thing is picking out what you want." (Also tough: convincing his skeptical wife. "She was like, 'What do you mean, build a mattress? Can't we just buy one that's already made?'")
Once Gerges felt confident about his choice of materials, it was time to start shopping. He and his wife sleep on a king-size bed, but he ordered most layers in size twin XL so each person could have a customized side of the mattress, built to their preferred level of firmness. He ordered eight-inch coils, three-inch microcoils, layers of Dunlop latex and wool mattress pads, all of which get stacked on top of one another and shoved into a zippered encasement. (You can source such supplies from specialty vendors, or just peruse Amazon.) The actual process of building isn't as involved as it sounds -- it's kind of like making a seven-layer dip.
"It takes 5, 10 minutes to do once you have everything," Gerges says. He started experimenting with the order, feeling the minute differences when he would, say, put the micro coils on top or in the middle of the configuration. "You can really play around with it," he says. "I like that aspect of it, I think, the most."
He made some key adjustments as he went. At first, he wanted to use wool because he liked that it was a natural fiber, but when he got sick, he sweated through the wool layer, causing an indent. He replaced it with latex. When his wife was pregnant, she wanted a softer mattress, but after she gave birth, she preferred more firmness. No problem -- all he had to do was sub out a layer. And once you zip up the encasement, it looks like a normal mattress, rather than some kind of harebrained garage experiment.
Ultimately, he estimates that it cost between $1,200 and $1,500, for a luxury mattress that could retail for 10 times that price. But the cost wasn't his main motivation. "It wasn't really to save money as much as it was to find the perfect bed," he says. And in the end, his wife was convinced, too. "Once everything came in, my wife was like, 'This is the best bed I've ever slept on,'" he says.

For Jess Powell, DIYing a mattress was very much in her wheelhouse. "I was that kid who took toys apart to see how they worked and then put them back together," she says. "This is just what I really like to do." 


Jess Powell's DIY mattress journey has many similarities. She faced excruciating back pain when she slept and mistrusted name-brand mattresses. She would watch videos on YouTube of mattress autopsies -- where people take apart mattresses to show what's inside -- and felt as though big companies were overselling their components. ("I literally googled, 'Mattress shopping is sucking my soul,'" she recalls.) When she discovered the prospect of making her own, she felt more excited than intimidated.
"I was that kid who took toys apart to see how they worked and then put them back together," she says. "This is just what I really like to do."
Powell, who lives outside Seattle, will happily discuss the pros and cons of using two-inch and one-inch latex layers versus one three-inch layer. In fact, she became so consumed by the project that her wife got sick of hearing about it and laid down the law: "She had to limit my mattress data dumps to one time a day," says Powell. Luckily, she found a community on Reddit delighted to discuss the finer details -- the difference between Dunlop latex and talalay latex, for instance, or whether you need a transition layer between your comfort and support layers.
Powell says her wife is now fully on board. "She's super happy with all the work that I put into it now," says Powell, who feels the difference every night and every morning. "The thing we lay on all the time to regenerate us, to be able to live, can be causing a lot of problems."

Once you zip up the encasement, it looks like a normal mattress, rather than some kind of harebrained garage experiment. (David Ryder for The Washington Post)


Matan Wolfson, vice president of sales and business development at Texas Pocket Springs, says he fields calls from DIYers every day. The bulk of his company's business is wholesale, but he says he started getting requests to sell the company's patented Quadcoils to individuals early in 2023.
Although figuring out how to package and ship a single unit of coils -- the amount needed for one mattress -- was a challenge, he decided last summer to give it a try. At first, Texas Pocket Springs sold one or two units a week to individuals. Now, a year later and with zero marketing budget, the company sells about 50 per week, Wolfson says.
Dealing with the customers is a significant time commitment: "There's a lot of hand-holding doing this," he says. "You do have a lot of people that want to talk to you and have questions about the build. ... There is no standard sort of way to do it."
Still, there are some nuggets of commonly accepted wisdom. The first is to start with your support layer, which is commonly made of pocket coils or high-density foam. "That's the most important part because that's your foundation," Wolfson says. As the name suggests, that layer provides the structure for the mattress.
Then, you can decide what type of "comfort layer" to add on top. This is the part of the mattress that relieves pressure; it's what your body directly lies on. There are far more options for consumers here because a person could buy any kind of mattress topper. Oft-used materials include latex, natural fibers and memory foam.

Jess Powell used to be in "excruciating" pain when she woke up in the morning, which she blames in part on her old mattress. Building her own has changed that, she says. "We're sleeping comfortably and we don't wake up in back pain -- at least not because of our mattress." (David Ryder for The Washington Post)


The other mantra repeated in the DIY space is that it's easier to make something softer with new layers, whereas it's more difficult to make a mattress firmer. So, it's better to err on the side of firmer rather than softer from the get-go.
There are also some necessary warnings: This process isn't for everyone. A person needs to enjoy the iterative process. And, in terms of safety, commercial mattresses must have some kind of fire barrier. DIYers need to add their own.
Some of Wolfson's customers are one-and-done -- "you're going to have someone who's like hardcore into it while they're doing their build ... [and then] you never hear from them again" -- but he's starting to see repeat patrons working on mattresses for friends or family.
Wolfson says investing in this community makes sense because it builds up the Quadcoil reputation among the most passionate mattress maestros. Next up, he wants the company to start making other layers for mattress builds and is starting to prototype covers.
So where did this trend start? The man who takes credit for the DIY mattress idea is Ken Hightower, a longtime innovator in the industry who is CEO of retailer Arizona Premium Mattress. His experience selling water beds that incorporated a zippered cover influenced his thoughts about making a mattress's innards accessible. He was also one of the first to sell mattresses over the internet.
As Hightower tells it, living in Phoenix means a lot of his customers are retirees, and he was sick of seeing elderly people come in with two-year-old mattresses that already had dips and other wear-and-tear. "This just kept happening over and over and over again. It was bothering me," he says. "And I had the knowledge to show them how they could actually fix their mattress."
In 2016, he began posting videos to YouTube that showed people how to open up their brand-name mattresses, keep their coils and replace their flagging top layers with the latex his company sells. (Experts don't recommend taking apart really cheap mattresses, which could contain and release fiberglass. And you should definitely avoid opening one with a label that explicitly states the mattress contains glass fiber.)

Luca the cat walks atop bedding that covers a custom mattress that Jess Powell built. She says the DIY process gave her far more control over the final result than shopping at a store would have. (David Ryder for The Washington Post)


The videos, Hightower says, "just started craziness." Coils tend to last far longer than the top layers, so the intent was for people to salvage the part of the mattress that was still in working order and toss the layers that no longer served them. But sometimes, the coils were also kaput.
DIY mattresses are now a huge part of Hightower's business, he says. "It's definitely been gathering steam. And you know, when I think it's peaked, it hasn't peaked."
There's a transparency component for Hightower, too. He wants people to be able to see inside their mattresses so they know exactly what they are sleeping on.
"People were intimidated by mattresses. You know, 'Tear them apart? How do I do that?'" he says. "We're giving them power, education, knowledge."
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Carolyn Hax: Brother-in-law and his wife go on about themselves. And that's it.
Moving closer to in-laws exposed these relatives' utter lack of interest in letter writer or their kids.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-07-25

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My wife and I recently moved back to the area where she grew up, near her brother and his wife. When we're at a family gathering with them, they never express any interest in our lives or our children's lives by asking questions, but love to talk at us about their interests and possessions. The conversation usually runs out when we are done asking them questions.
Is it possible to politely bring up the lack of interest in our lives without offending them, or is it even worthwhile attempting to change the trajectory of our relationships?
-- In-Laws
In-Laws: Seems kind of pointless. If they're not interested, then they're not interested. Or they're self-centered, or bad at conversation, both of which tend to change only when they've made themselves the targets of hard inner work.
What you can do is throw in a question like this here and there: "Would you like to know what the kids are up to?" Ha -- defy them to say no!
But seriously, it'll give you a tiny little platform for a quick update: "Ralphie is enjoying his official Red Ryder BB gun, and here, look at this picture of Randy trying to move his arms in his snowsuit." Then they can glaze over and nod as you refresh your mental note that these are people you are related to, not emotionally connected to. One doesn't guarantee the other.
Or, they can grab your conversational lifeline, make approving noises -- not everyone has even the most rudimentary social skills, after all, and it's not helpful to anyone to assume they do -- and maybe even form some basic follow-up questions about you.
In other words, if they're just a little lost or awkward, then your pointed question will give them some needed direction. At worst, it'll just go cold between you like an unclaimed hot hors d'oeuvre.
Best to go into all these encounters just not expecting you'll ever be close, but letting your effort give them a chance.
Dear Carolyn: I recently got married. Right after the ceremony, my in-laws started addressing me as "Mrs. MyHusband'sLastname," with great, fond emphasis on the "Mrs."
I know they are doing it with affection, as a signal that I am one of them, a member of their tribe. It's sweet -- except I don't intend to change my name. Telling them this sounds a little snotty, especially now that I have let it go for a couple of months. How do I set the record straight without rejecting them?
-- Newly Married
Newly Married: It's not snotty to have your own name.
Next time one of them calls you "Mrs. Husband'sLastname" or addresses something to you that way, explain that you're still Ms. YourLastname and hope you haven't unintentionally misled them. "You have welcomed me into your family so fondly, I didn't want to mistakenly correct someone on an endearment." Meaning, proceed as if they've known this all along, of course, they're just goosing you.
Your husband also had a couple of months' worth of opportunities to clear this up with his parents. Why hasn't he taken any of them?
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Miss Manners: Oversharing friend pressed me to overshare, too
Just because she overshares, doesn't mean her co-worker wants to overshare with her.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-07-25
Dear Miss Manners: Over the past year, I built a friendship with one of my co-workers in a very prestigious organization. We are both in our 50s. She can be hyper-verbal at times. She started volunteering information about many things -- her salary, her poor upbringing, her marital details, her husband's personal habits, her spirituality preferences, etc. -- hoping, I believe, that I would do the same.
It was a bit overwhelming, and started getting annoying when she began dissecting every statement I made. She would question me multiple times regarding the who, what, when, how and why about events and people that were completely irrelevant to her. I finally snapped when she got too inquisitive about a confidential issue. I told her to please not ask me so many questions as it makes me anxious. I categorically stated that what I do in my house is my business, and vice versa.
I think I hurt her feelings, and now she will not talk to me. She openly ignores me in our office. I approached her once, hoping we could talk about it, and she did not even listen to me. I sent a happy text message a few days later, to which she did not respond. Her behavior seems extremely childish to me. I am not sure what I did here, except put a stop to some annoying, unnecessary inquisitions. What do I do now?
One would have thought it became annoying when she started sharing personal information at work.
Miss Manners does not mean to appear unsympathetic, but when she tells you that it is time to get back to work, she is doing that so that you hear it from her, rather than from your boss at this prestigious organization.
Dear Miss Manners: When we arrive at a restaurant and we have reservations, my husband expects me/us to walk straight up to the host station (in front of all of the folks already waiting) and literally interrupt the host, who is speaking with another guest, to declare that we have a reservation.
I find this embarrassing and incredibly rude. Others may be waiting for just the same thing: to tell the host that they have reservations. We actually got into an argument years ago after he insisted on doing this and I told him I was uncomfortable with it. We decided to leave after being seated because he got heated with me.
He continues to do this, while I find it abhorrent!
Interrupting a conversation in progress is, of course, rude.
When the restaurant leaves diners to fend for themselves, fellow guests are often the best source of information: "Excuse me. We have reservations. Are you waiting to check in? Do you know if we have to?" Miss Manners finds this to be effective both in determining the best course of action and, occasionally, in embarrassing the restaurant into improving its signage.
But then, if you fight so conspicuously that you have to leave, the restaurant may be relieved not to serve you.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: My grandkids haven't been to the dentist in years
Should this grandma say something more to her daughter about her children skipping the dentist?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-07-25
Dear Eric: My grandchildren, ages 10 and 14, have not been to a dentist since long before covid. I have brought up the subject with their mother and she agrees they need to see a dentist, but it has not happened. Their mother and father have excellent teeth and the children have inherited this, but I do worry about them.
I have an excellent relationship with my daughter and try not to interfere in her parenting. I have offered to take them to the dentist myself, but she has declined.
The younger one comes to my house before school every day so at least she brushes her teeth once a day. Should I just stay silent and let the children suffer the consequences?
-- Concerned Grandma
Grandma: Make one last direct ask to your daughter and then let it be. Tell her that you have major concerns and ask if there's something getting in the way that you can help her with.
You can make your case if you want -- the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry recommends a checkup every six months. They also note that a child's dentist can tailor the frequency of visits based on a child's specific needs. Your daughter can't know what those needs are without seeing a professional.
Take advantage of your excellent relationship by prying and pushing a little more, but if she resists, tell her you're going to drop the subject. Then really do drop the subject. To needlessly butcher an old saying -- you can lead a person to dental insurance, but you can't make them floss.
Dear Eric: I'm in my early 20s and just ended a five-year relationship with my boyfriend. I find myself really conflicted about whether to move back to the state I grew up in or stay where I am for another year.
I work remotely for a company based there, so I'd be able to work in person after moving. All my close friends and family are back there. The only reason I originally moved to where I am now is because of my ex but there's something holding me back from just packing up and leaving.
Part of it is that this place is on the coast. I love the water and how green it is. The lifestyle, while more expensive than back home, really agrees with me. I've also worked really hard over the past two years I've been here to build a life for myself. I'm actively involved in the local community and have some new friends, but I really long for my friends and family too. Do you have any advice on how to decide between two places?
-- Two Homes
Homes: I've felt the push-pull of deciding between a place of origin and a new home. In fact, my last book of essays, "Congratulations, the Best Is Over!" followed the journey of moving back home after decades away.
Here's what I learned: when you move to a new place and start your life over, you change a lot, you learn a lot about yourself, and you become more at home in your skin. Should you choose to move back home, you'll be bringing all that new knowledge back with you. This could be a perfect time to reset.
Go back home and visit with the intention of moving. Really pay attention to what it would feel like to be a new person in this welcoming old space. You may find that you've outgrown your original home and the longing you feel is just nostalgia. But for now, listen to the longing and see what's underneath.
Dear Eric: I'm a boomer working in an office environment. When new people are hired, they are often from different backgrounds with names I've never heard of. When introduced, I don't know the name or can't remember how it's pronounced.
As a first-generation immigrant, my last name is also different. Whenever I meet people for the first time, I slowly pronounce it and often spell it out and pronounce it again to make it understandable.
Why do people assume others will understand their unusual names and not make any attempt to clarify them further? Any suggestions on how to politely ask them to do something similar to what I try to do?
-- Name Games
Name: People's so-called unusual names are often not so unusual to them. And who's to say what any given person they meet is familiar with. When you don't understand a person's last name, ask them to help you. "I want to make sure I get your name right; can you spell it for me?"
You're taking an extra step by clarifying your name for folks; others may not feel compelled to do the same because it can make them feel, well, unusual.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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The cardboard Olympic beds aren't 'anti-sex.' But are they comfy?
The cardboard beds in the Paris Olympic Village are touted as both sustainable and recyclable. But do athletes like them?
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-07-25

A cardboard bed in an athlete's room at the Olympic Village in Paris. (VCG/Getty Images)


When athletes arrived at the Paris Olympic Village, a few immediately noted a decor choice in their otherwise sparse rooms: a cardboard bed frame.
"There is always a lot of talk about the beds in the Olympic Village, so here is what they look like!" British springboard diver Tom Daley wrote on Instagram, alongside a video displaying the digs. The bed, composed of cardboard boxes, resembles someone's porch after a late night of online shopping.
While a cardboard bed doesn't sound particularly comfortable, only the bed frame is made out of the material. A regular mattress and a mattress topper rest atop the cardboard foundation, with a Paris 2024 Olympic duvet finishing the look. So it's not like the athletes are actually sleeping directly on heavy paper.
"I've had a ton of people asking me if the beds are really cardboard, and the answer is yes and no" Evy Leibfarth, a Team USA canoeist, said on TikTok. "They're definitely mostly cardboard, but we're, like, sleeping on a mattress. We're not sleeping on, like, something super hard."
This isn't the first Olympics with cardboard bed frames -- the furniture made its debut in Tokyo in 2021, where it drew similar attention from athletes and onlookers. That's also when the beds got the infamous -- and inaccurate -- reputation of being "anti-sex." Rumors circulated that the beds were constructed with cardboard to prevent athletes from getting intimate with one another and potentially spreading covid.
But the beds can withstand vigorous activity, as multiple athletes have demonstrated on social media by jumping, somersaulting and otherwise showing their physical prowess atop the cardboard frames. For the second Olympics in a row, Irish gymnast Rhys McClenaghan posted a video of himself performing a "rigorous" test of the beds' strength, and once again the cardboard was sturdy enough to pass. He called the "anti-sex" nickname "fake, fake news!"
The cardboard bed frames were designed with sustainability, rather than chastity, in mind. "The organizing committee was thinking about recyclable items, and the bed was one of the ideas," Takashi Kitajima, the general manager of the Tokyo Athletes Village, told the Associated Press in 2020. The beds can hold 200 kilograms of weight, per Kitajima, which is about 440 pounds. After the games, the frames could be recycled into paper products.
The organizers of the Paris Olympics, who have promised to keep emissions from the event historically low, adopted the bed frame design. "These are the famous Tokyo 2020 beds that made it to Paris 2024," a TikTok posted by the official Olympics account earlier this month states. "These sustainable beds are 100 percent made in France and will be fully recycled in France after the Games."
And athletes who want to make the beds better suit their sleeping preferences have some options, including adjusting the firmness and extending the length.
U.S. swimmer Katie Ledecky is satisfied with the beds: "I've slept well the last two nights, so I have no complaints."
But Angelica Delgado, a U.S. judo athlete, had a less ringing endorsement: "The cardboard beds are a bit stiff, but it's okay."
Some athletes opted to modify the beds. The U.S. women's water polo team said they received new mattress toppers, as did members of the U.S. women's gymnastics team.
"We're getting mattress tops today, Hallelujah, so we'll sleep a little better" says Cecile Landi, coach of gymnasts Simone Biles and Jordan Chiles. "It's a little hard, not going to lie."
Adam Kilgore, Dave Sheinin, Dan Zak and Emily Giambalvo contributed to this report.
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Grieving dad disparages his living son. Hax readers give advice.
He's ready to cut ties with his dad for going on about his late brother as "the son everyone wished they had."

By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-07-25

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My older brother died by suicide a few years ago. He was 28. He was a gifted athlete, charming, gifted academically, had so many friends, etc. I'm the younger brother and I'm none of those things and I still like my life and I'm happy. Except for my relationship with my dad.
He makes comments about how I'm not like my brother and don't act like him, and he repeats that my brother was the son that everyone wished they had. I know he's grieving and misses my brother, and my guess is he is depressed. He refuses all conversation about how he's feeling and rejects the idea of therapy or a grief group. My mom and he divorced when we were little and don't really like one another, but my mom did try reaching out, parent-to-parent, and got nothing from him. I just want to never talk to him again. Is that an option?
-- Forgotten
Forgotten: It's definitely an option. And even if "never talk to him again" is more than you want to decide right now, you'd be justified not to talk to him again until he shapes up and sincerely apologizes for how he's treating you.
You don't say anything about your relationship before your brother's death. If his recent comments are inconsistent with the man you knew growing up, then you have reason to hope that as he heals, he'll come to realize how badly he's hurt you and want to make amends. If there's a history of his ranking his sons like this, though, then you've got more than a recent-comments problem, you have a lifetime-of-emotional-abuse problem.
In neither case will sticking around as his emotional punching bag benefit either of you. And if, in a few years, he does come out of this dark place, then you can be honest about how he's hurt you and decide how much grace you want to extend then.
-- Turtle
Forgotten: I suggest you have a conversation with your dad at a moment when neither of you is charged up. Tell him you'd like to talk to him about something you have been thinking about. Ask him if he will just listen to you without responding and then mirror back what you have said to him. Then tell him how it feels to be negatively compared to your brother, making "I" statements rather than "you" statements as much as possible. Speak as much as you can from your own feelings and vulnerability. When he mirrors you back, correct him until he has it right. Then ask him to express how he's feeling and do the same thing.
My guess is at the end of that conversation, you will feel a lot closer to each other, and it will set the stage for further communication. And yes, you can just not see him again. That's always an option, but if there's a potential for healing, that's always better.
-- Direct
Forgotten: You need to see the movie "Ordinary People" directed by Robert Redford.
Forgotten: You have clearly survived so much. And you absolutely have the right to cut off your emotionally abusive father. However, there is another path. A few years ago, I considered writing off my parents, who were emotionally and physically abusive during my upbringing. Working with a therapist, I chose instead to radically redraw the boundaries of our relationship but keep them in my life.
The result was that I ultimately learned things about them and myself that proved essential in the larger work of shedding so much familial baggage and becoming a fully realized human being. They have grown too, although not as much as I might have hoped for. And so, a few years down the road, with these newer boundaries, I now have a relationship in which there is also room for love.
-- Been there
Forgotten: I am so incredibly sorry for the loss of your brother and the hurtful things your father says to you. Grief and depression are no excuse for cruelty. My sister died by suicide when I was 18. Twenty years later, I can still feel like I live in her shadow, and my parents have never compared her to any of our siblings. My heart hurts for you.
First, I hope you have a good support system: a therapist, a support group, friends and maybe a psychiatrist. They will help you continue to deal with your grief, but more importantly, to provide you the support and decency your father will not. Next, I suggest leaving your mom out of this. Your relationship with your father is between the two of you, and it would be inappropriate for you to ask her to become involved -- even if they were still married.
Have you told your father how his words are making you feel? I think you could give him a chance to see how his words impact you and to change before you cut him out. I suggest writing a letter or email. It gives you the time to choose the right words, and it gives him the space to process what you're saying. First, I would validate his grief. Then I would express how his comparisons to your brother make you feel with examples. Then, I would define the boundaries of your conversations.
After that, hold him to it. If he starts in again, change the subject, walk away, hang up the phone. Engage again when you feel comfortable. If he continues and you have to create more distance, then you will do so knowing you tried your hardest to maintain a relationship with your devastated father.
-- Best Efforts
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Eggplant recipes and tips to cook your most delicious dish yet
Nailing the texture and flavor of eggplant can be tough, but these helpful tips and recipes will make it a staple in your dinner rotation.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-07-24
For a long time, eggplant was my white whale of summer produce. It was always delicious when I had it in restaurants, but I struggled to get the texture just right when cooking it at home. I suspect many others are in the same boat I was, and I'm here to tell you there's hope. Recipes editor Becky Krystal wrote a helpful how-to guide all about the nightshade that is botanically a fruit but treated in cooking as a vegetable, answering common questions about salting, texture, cooking methods and more. Here's a quick rundown of some of her top tips for mastering the art of cooking eggplant:
Now that you have all the information you need to create a delicious eggplant dish, try putting it to the test with a new recipe. Because the vegetable is so versatile, we've decided to highlight the many ways it can be prepared and encourage you to try a different technique. If you want to discover even more recipes that spotlight eggplant, search our archives of more than 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Pasta With Italian Sausage, Tomatoes and Eggplant

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This one-pot wonder features a hearty sauce of tomato, eggplant and Italian sausage. Get the recipe.
Kaeng Khiao Wan Nuea (Green Curry With Beef and Thai Eggplant)

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Round Thai eggplants are the star of this saucy curry. Get the recipe.
Spicy Basil Eggplant With Dates and Cashews

(Jennifer Chase for The Washington Post; food styling by Bonnie S. Benwick/The Washington Post)


This stir-fry is a blend of flavors and textures: sweet, soft, savory, crunchy and spicy. Get the recipe.
Bucatini in Chunky Eggplant Sauce

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


To create the sauce for this pasta, saute eggplant until it collapses into a chunky puree, then combine it with tomatoes and herbs. Get the recipe.
Miso-Eggplant and Rice Noodle Salad

(Peggy Cormary for The Washington Post; food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Pan-frying eggplant with a miso glaze makes it both tender and flavorful, and it's an excellent addition to this noodle salad. Get the recipe.
Grilled Eggplant Salad

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Grilled Asian eggplants are the canvas for bold flavors and textures in this citrusy, savory salad. Get the recipe.
Turkish-Style Grilled Eggplant Salad

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Grilling whole, uncut eggplants yields a silky, smoky result that's delightful when combined with fresh tomatoes, bell pepper, red onion, parsley and a light dressing. Get the recipe.
Eggplant Steaks With Herbed Yogurt, Nuts and Pomegranate

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This wholesome vegetarian main features thick slices of roasted eggplant that get dressed up with garlicky, herb-studded yogurt, tart pomegranate seeds and crunchy toasted nuts. Get the recipe.
Armenian Blistered Eggplant Dip

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The soft, silky flesh of a whole-roasted eggplant makes an excellent base for a dip. If you like baba ghanouj, be sure to try this out. Get the recipe.
Eggplant Bread Salad

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Frying pieces of eggplant in oil gives this bread salad a rich flavor and texture. Get the recipe.
Eggplant Bruschetta With Hazelnut Skordalia

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Swap broiled slices of eggplant for tomatoes in this twist on bruschetta. Get the recipe.
No-Fry Eggplant Parmesan

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Save some time and dishes with this smart take on eggplant parmesan. Broiling eggplant slices leaves them soft and tender without the frying process. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: Why are my chocolate chip cookies flat?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-07-25

(Peggy Cormary for the Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Old books can be loaded with poison. Some collectors love the thrill.
The Poison Book Project examines antique books for heavy metal pigments -- including mercury, lead and arsenic -- commonly used in Victorian bookbinding.
By Ashley Stimpson | 2024-07-25
As a graduate student in Laramie, Wyo., in the 1990s, Sarah Mentock spent many weekends hunting for bargains at neighborhood yard sales. On one of those weekends, she spotted "The Lord of the Isles," a narrative poem set in 14th-century Scotland. Brilliant green with a flowery red and blue design, the clothbound cover of the book -- written by "Ivanhoe" author Walter Scott and published in 1815 -- intrigued Mentock more than the story.
"It was just so beautiful," she says. "I had to have it."
For the next 30 years, "The Lord of the Isles" occupied a conspicuous place on Mentock's bookshelf, the vivid green sliver of its spine adding a shock of color to her home. Sometimes she'd handle the old book when she dusted or repainted, but mostly she didn't think too much about it.
Until, that is, she stumbled upon a news article in 2022 about the University of Delaware's Poison Book Project, which aimed to identify books still in circulation that had been produced using toxic pigments common in Victorian bookbinding. Those include lead, chromium, mercury -- and especially arsenic, often used in books with dazzling green covers.
"Huh," Mentock thought, staring at a photo of one of the toxic green books in the article. "I have a book like that."
Mentock shipped the book -- tripled-wrapped in plastic -- to Delaware. It wasn't long before she heard back. The red contained mercury; the blue contained lead. And the green cover that captivated Mentock all those years ago? Full of arsenic.
"Congratulations," the email she received said, "you have the dubious honor of sending us the most toxic book yet."

Tedone holds a copy of The Gem Annual at the Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library in Wilmington, Del. (Hannah Beier for The Washington Post.)


The Poison Book Project began after Melissa Tedone's own chance encounter with a curious emerald tome.
At the time, Tedone was the head of the library conservation lab at Winterthur, a historical estate and museum affiliated with the University of Delaware, where she assessed and restored objects in the institution's collection. In 2019, for an exhibition on Victorian aquariums, she was tasked with repairing a book called "Rustic Adornments for Homes of Taste." "It was a bright green book, and the covers had fallen off," Tedone recalls. It was her job to put them back on, but she noticed something strange while working.
"There was something about the way the pigment was behaving. I could see it flaking off under the microscope," she says. At the time, she was reading a book about arsenical wallpaper common in the 19th century. "It was a serendipity moment. I thought that maybe we should test this pigment and make sure it's not full of arsenic."

Tedone says books with heavy metal pigments should be stored in a plastic bag to contain any shedding pigment. (Hannah Beier for The Washington Post.)


It turned out the book was full of arsenic. "Really quite a lot of arsenic," she says.
Swedish chemist Carl Wilhelm Scheele developed the first arsenic green pigment in 1775. The clarity and durability of Scheele's green made it wildly popular.
"Imagine you're in 19th-century London, the heart of the industrial revolution. It's sooty, grimy, everything coated in gray. People missed this fantasy of nature," Tedone says. "This green pigment was the first that stayed bright green. There really wasn't anything like it."
Soon, arsenical greens were everywhere. "Women were wearing these ball gowns full of arsenic pigment, which shed arsenic dust as they were whirling around on the dance floor," Tedone says. People understood that arsenic could be dangerous, but until chemists came up with safe, synthetic green dyes in the early 20th century, "it was kind of a free-for-all."

Tedone, shown here with art conservation graduate fellow Brittany Murray, has long been aware of the possibility of arsenic in Victorian clothing and textiles, but the idea that the toxic substance might be found in book cloth from the era "had sort of fallen out of the historical knowledge," she says. (Hannah Beier for The Washington Post.)


Tedone and other conservators have long been aware of the possibility of arsenic in Victorian clothing and textiles, but the idea that the toxic substance might be found in book cloth from the era "had sort of fallen out of the historical knowledge," she says.
Because "Rustic Adornments for Homes of Taste" was mass-produced, Tedone knew it couldn't be the only book in the world that contained arsenic -- and perhaps other toxic heavy metals -- in its book cloth. She and her colleague Rosie Grayburn started the Poison Book Project to investigate how many of these toxic books are still around.
For the last five years, they've been encouraging colleagues at universities and libraries around the world to look through their holdings for poison books, while visiting smaller institutions that lack the equipment to run the tests.

Murray and Tedone use a Bruker Tracer to perform X-ray Fluorescence (XRF) analysis on a book. (Hannah Beier for The Washington Post.)


Curators use a method called X-ray fluorescence to investigate the chemical makeup of book covers. "It's a device that looks like a ray gun tethered to a computer," Tedone says. "Basically, you point the ray gun at the object, and pretty quickly the computer tells you what's in it."
About 50 percent of the books that have been analyzed have tested positive for lead, which is present in multiple pigments as well as pigment enhancers. Chromium has shown up in Victorian yellows, and mercury in the era's intense reds. Arsenic, the most toxic of these chemicals, has been found in 300 books, including those with benign titles such as "The Grammar School Boys" and "Friendship's Golden Altar."
"Arsenic is in its own category," says Tedone. "Not only is it more toxic than the other heavy metal pigments, but we are finding that measurable levels of arsenic are coming off on your hands."
The findings have led large institutions, including the National Library of France and the University of Southern Denmark, to remove books from circulation and place them in quarantine.

Todd Pattison, a Boston book conservator, says that during his 30 years of collecting, when he came across one of those "fairly rare books with that particular green color, I bought it strictly for that cover. Because it was so unusual." (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)


Not everyone is unhappy to find a poison book in their collection, though.
Todd Pattison, a Boston book conservator, says that during his 30 years of collecting, when he came across one of those "fairly rare books with that particular green color, I bought it strictly for that cover. Because it was so unusual."
Thanks to the Poison Book Project, he found out in 2019 that the rare books he was so drawn to contained arsenic. "I look at them very differently than I did before," says Pattison, who knew about heavy metal pigments in wallpaper and illustrations "but didn't really think outside the box" when it came to book cloth.

Pattison pores over books with Barbara Heritage, the director of collections, exhibitions and scholarly initiatives at the University of Virginia's Rare Book School. (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)


Pattison, who teaches courses at the Rare Book School on 19th-century American book bindings, still uses the books in his classes. "We look at them differently and take special care, but it's a great reminder we still have so much to learn about these cultural artifacts."
Some book lovers will settle for just a glimpse of one. When Brooklyn booksellers Honey & Wax offered up a lot of nine arsenical books at the New York International Antiquarian Book Fair in April, "lots of people just wanted a selfie with the books," owner Heather O'Donnell wrote in an email.
Staff had discovered the books in a recently consigned collection of 19th-century volumes "and thought that marketing the poison books as such might be an effective way to raise awareness of bibliotoxicology," O'Donnell says, "and get the books out the door swiftly."
The marketing paid off. All the arsenical books -- which ranged in price from $150 to $450 -- sold within 48 hours.
"We sold most of the books to private collectors. No one we met was working on a dedicated arsenical collection," O'Donnell says. "Collectors mostly wanted one nice example of the category as a curiosity."

In 2019, Pattison learned from the Poison Book Project that the green books he was so drawn to contained arsenic. (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)


Think there may be a poison book on your shelf? Don't panic, Tedone says.
"They're a really interesting and important part of material culture and our history. It's just a matter of knowing what you have and handling it safely."
If you suspect you have a toxic book, you can look for its title in the Poison Book Project's database, which is updated frequently. The project will also mail you a free bookmark with color swatches for a visual (but less accurate) verification.

Pattison looks at a 19th-century book at UVA's Edgar Shannon Library. (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)



Nineteenth-century books line a shelf in Edgar Shannon Library at UVA. (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)


According to Tedone, books with heavy metal pigments should be stored in a plastic bag to contain any shedding pigment. "It doesn't have to be fancy; a gallon-sized bag from your grocery store will do."
If you still want to read the book, do so on a hard surface and wear nitrile gloves, which are available at any hardware store and provide a bit more protection than average latex ones. When you're done with the book, put it back in the bag, wash your hands and wipe down the table.
"You probably have more dangerous things under the kitchen sink," Tedone says. "You wouldn't drink tile cleaner; don't lick your green book."

Tedone puts the Victorian-era emerald green books in the rare book cage at the Winterthur Museum, Garden and Library in Wilmington, Del.  (Hannah Beier for The Washington Post.)


Back in Wyoming, self-proclaimed "inveterate yard-saler" Mentock, who happily donated her very poison book to the Poison Book Project, admits she wouldn't mind reintroducing a little danger to her collection.
"We're building a floor-to-ceiling library, so I still keep an eye out at yard sales," she says. "I haven't seen one yet, but I'm on the hunt."
Ashley Stimpson is a freelance writer in Columbia, Md.
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Top grilled peaches with mascarpone for a low-effort summer dessert
Easier than a crumble, and with layered flavors and textures, this easy dessert exalts ripe summer stone fruit.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-07-24

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


I tend to gravitate toward fruit for dessert because it satisfies my desire for something sweet in a light, refreshing way, with the bonus of health-protective antioxidants, vitamins and fiber. Often, perfectly ripe fruit does the trick on its own -- slices of apple or pear fanned out on a plate, or a bowlful of orange segments in the fall and winter; cherries or berries, a wedge of watermelon or a fragrant peach in the summer.
But now and then I want a fruit dessert that's a bit more, well, dessert-y, without having to take the time to make a full-on crisp or pie. Enter the zhuzhed-up fruit dessert -- fresh seasonal fruit that gets just enough special treatment to make it feel extravagant, without requiring much time and effort. This luscious recipe is a prime example.
Get the recipe: Grilled Peaches With Mascarpone Whipped Cream
It is an exaltation of summer peaches where the fruit is halved and pitted, brushed with oil, then grilled for a couple of minutes, until it is warmed and has taken on beautiful grill marks. Once cooled a bit, each half is treated to a dollop mascarpone whip, made by whipping the rich, velvety cheese with a touch of heavy cream, honey and vanilla. This recipe makes twice the whip you need, which you will not regret having on hand to use atop fresh berries, perhaps with a drizzle of balsamic glaze, another day.
The mascarpone-topped grilled peaches are then treated to a luxurious drizzle of honey and a crunchy crush of gingersnaps. (Vanilla wafers, graham crackers or lady fingers would also work well.)
Beautiful on the plate, each bite offers enticing flavor: the juicy, caramelized fruit, rich mascarpone, sweet honey and zing of the ginger cookie crumbs all coming together to turn the simple pleasure of fresh fruit into an extraordinary dessert.
Get the recipe: Grilled Peaches With Mascarpone Whipped Cream
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Refrigerating produce in jars looks great, but it can breed bacteria
Fresh produce has various needs, including air circulation, that a sealed jar won't provide.
By Rachael Jackson | 2024-07-24

For two of these types of produce, glass jar storage can be helpful. But not for the other two. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


You've probably seen them: Images of clear glass canning jars filled with multicolored berries that look like little jewels. Asparagus stalks, plunked into a glass-turned-vase that doubles as a charming centerpiece.
Social media is awash with food-in-jars storage hacks that are a joy to ogle -- but do they translate to real-life solutions? I asked produce and food safety researchers and experimented in my own kitchen to learn which of these storage tricks are worth it and which are recipes for things you really don't want to eat.
Spoiler alert: While water soaks and vase treatments can perk up produce, experts said to beware of water submersion hacks promising weeks of shelf life -- that invites microbial growth. Be careful with tightly sealed jars, they warned, which can suffocate living, breathing fresh fruits and vegetables. And remember that every type of produce has different needs and quirks, and every piece of produce has a unique history that could be the difference between quickly going fuzzy or staying pristine for a month. A hack that works this week could easily turn to mush next week.
The best thing you can do to extend the life of most fresh fruits and vegetables is to get them into the fridge as fast as possible, said Elizabeth Mitcham, emeritus director of the Postharvest Technology Center at the University of California, Davis.
"If you go to the farmers market and you buy produce, and then you wander around for a few hours, and then you finally get home and then put them in the fridge, you've already lost way more of the life of that product" than you'd gain from any special storage tricks, she said, especially on a warm day.
After keeping produce cool, there's a delicate dance between storing it in ways that enable it to breathe, but retain moisture, among other factors (including that some whole fruits and vegetables don't do well in the fridge). The crisper drawer is designed to help with this, but it's a tough puzzle, which explains why we're so hungry for hacks.
So here's what to know about some popular produce storage tricks:
The hack: Store celery and carrot sticks in a water-filled jar.
The takeaway: Use this trick to keep veggie sticks attractive and crunchy, but not to stretch shelf life.
In the short term, water submersion keeps celery and carrots crisp by preventing dry air from sucking moisture from their cells. It also prevents dried-out, white patches on cut or peeled carrots. Ben Chapman, director of a food safety research program at North Carolina State University, said a couple days or a week could be fine, but once weeks go by the water could help a small amount of bacterial contamination go from, say, a tiny corner of one celery stick to growing all over the sticks.
Chapman, who analyzed this scenario on "Risky or Not," a podcast he co-hosts, said his top concern was listeria monocytogenes, a type of human pathogen with the unusual ability to grow in the fridge. In small amounts, it rarely sickens healthy adults, but it becomes more problematic, especially for immunocompromised or pregnant people, once it's had time to proliferate. If your fridge rises above the recommended 41-degree Fahrenheit maximum, he said, listeria grows faster. Other types of harmful bacteria, as well as bacteria that simply spoil your food, also grow more easily in warmer fridges. After weeks in a too-warm fridge, you could have quite the petri dish, or, jar, of veggie sticks.
One plot twist, noted Don Schaffner, a Rutgers University food microbiologist and Chapman's podcast co-host: While carrots aren't immune to microbial growth, there's evidence they have an unusual ability to inhibit listeria growth. He worries more about celery stored underwater.
The hack: Submerge ripe, skin-on avocados in a jug of water and stash in the fridge to extend their life.
The takeaway: Do not submerge avocados in water. Instead, put them in the fridge once they're ripe to keep them at their peak for a few more days.
Avocados need to ripen at room temperature, but once ripened, the fridge's chill keeps them at their peak longer. If you halve the avocados first, water will slow oxidation, so they'll appear good for longer.
But don't do this. Over time the water can facilitate dangerous bacterial growth, even if the avocado looks great.
U.S. Food and Drug Administration sampling has found listeria on avocado peels, and while you should always wash your produce, a good cleaning can't remove all bacteria. Additionally, an agency spokesperson told me, when FDA scientists stored whole avocados in refrigerated tanks for 15 days, they found listeria moved from the peel into the green flesh.

Standing asparagus upright in a small amount of water in the refrigerator can keep the stalks firm for a few days. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


The hack: Store asparagus like flowers, in a "vase" in the fridge.
The takeaway: Trim the bottoms of asparagus stalks and stand them upright in a glass with water to keep them firm for a few days. Don't leave them in water for an extended period of time.
This mirrors an industry practice of packing asparagus upright, with a wet pad at the bottom, said Mark Ritenour, a postharvest biologist at the University of Florida. The moisture fuels their thirsty, growing tissue and prevents shriveling.
If you create an "asparagus vase" at home, Ritenour suggests using a minimal amount of water for only a few days, citing, you guessed it, concerns about microbes flourishing in the water. He also advises cutting off the wet ends before prepping them.
So, I tried this. I split a bunch of asparagus in half, putting one handful in a glass with some water (which looked delightful in my fridge) and the other in a cotton bag in my crisper drawer. After several days, both bunches looked the same, maybe the vase stalks were a little firmer. Both sets roasted up nicely, so for me, for that bunch, it was not worth the time. Ritenour said it's possible my set up kept just enough moisture in, and noted that my experience speaks to the endless variability with produce.
The hack: Put berries in a sealed glass jar and stash it in the fridge.
The takeaway: Do not store fresh berries in a sealed jar to extend their life. Instead, leave them in the clamshell container and put them in the crisper drawer of your fridge; or place them in a storage container lined with paper towels and leave the lid ajar. This will preserve some moisture while also allowing gas exchange. (For extended storage: Wash, dry and freeze them.)
A sealed jar traps humidity, keeping berries plump. But many factors, including how often you open the jar, will impact how they fare.
Even harvested produce takes in oxygen and releases carbon dioxide, just like we do. (This is separate from the plant kingdom's more famous trick, photosynthesis, which, among other things, takes in carbon dioxide and gives off oxygen.) Different types of produce respire at different rates -- respiration rate is a huge factor in determining shelf life -- and delicate berries respire fast. Left in a sealed jar for too long, they'll deplete oxygen and switch to anaerobic respiration, which churns out off flavors and eventually makes the berries fall apart, scientists explained to me.
I tried this method myself, leaving jars of berries tightly sealed while I was away for more than a week. When I came home, the jars' inner walls dripped with condensation. The strawberries smelled of chemicals, and I had no interest in eating them. They were, however, more plump than the berries I left in the clamshell and showed no visible mold, so there's that.
Another concern: As fresh produce's respiration depletes oxygen in a sealed jar, it could create an environment that's ideal for certain bacteria. In this case, berries' acidity could mitigate pathogen growth, said Schaffner, the Rutgers food microbiologist, but not enough to dispel food safety concerns.
"Generally I think it's a bad idea to store foods for extended periods of time, especially under anaerobic conditions," he wrote in an email.
If you're wondering how to square all this with the sealed bags and tubs of produce sold at grocery stores, Eva Almenar, a professor at the Michigan State University School of Packaging who specializes in produce packaging, noted that those are made with plastics that allow gas exchange.
But forget respiration for a moment. The risks of pouring delicate berries into a jar was enough to give Ritenour pause. "Whenever you're touching the berries or moving the berries, you're giving an opportunity for damage and the introduction or movement of potential decay organisms," he said.
Ultimately, Ritenour said, don't expect your produce to last forever. As long as you're following best practices, if putting your fruits and veggies in a clear, pretty container makes them more enticing and gets them on your plate faster, maybe that's the "hack" you need.
Rachael Jackson is a D.C.-based writer and the founder of EatOrToss.com. Reach her at rachael@eatortoss.com.
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Will we ever be ready for Jeremy O. Harris?
Jeremy O. Harris's "Slave Play" was condemned by Rishi Sunak for its Black Out nights. Audiences and celebrities like Madonna keep lining up in London to squirm.
By Jazmine Hughes | 2024-07-25
LONDON
Eight newspapers had just been delivered to Room 26 at the Chiltern Firehouse hotel. Every morning after an opening night, playwright Jeremy O. Harris rings the front desk of wherever he's staying and asks for all the papers they have. He prefers to read his reviews in print. He spread the papers across the table of his room, sliding aside bouquets of flowers from well-wishers and silver buckets of ice covered in their sweat.
"I think I had an image of Tennessee Williams doing it," he said, of the ritual. Harris has updated it with his own stylistic touches, including a purple do-rag. Eventually, he gently unraveled the two-strand twists in his hair. Fresh from the shower, he wore a peony-pink linen pajama set by Turnbull & Asser. When a photographer arrived, he asked if Harris would like to change. "Oh, no," the American playwright said, shaking his head. "These are the same pajamas Prince wore."
The description "influencer playwright" feels jarring, even pejorative. But what else to make of a man who gets recognized on the street as often as Harris does, a man who balances Gucci partnerships and texts from celebrity friends like Rihanna with the actual work of writing plays?
In person, Harris is dinner and a show: loquacious, feisty and entirely self-possessed, with a diamond-hard sense of self, forged by years of having to defend it. He performs well in traditional late-night television interviews and TikTok, endearing himself across generations. Social media extends his persona as readily as a selfie stick: Harris is a consummate poster, giving voice to his glamour. (His post on X the day that President Biden announced he was dropping out of the presidential race: "In a Catholic Church in Italy texting with @Madonna when I found out that Biden dropped out. Let me light a candle this feels like catholic Jesus might be real." He followed up with photos of Madonna backstage.)
He knows how to capture attention. Sometimes, it's with his physical presence (he is 6 feet 5 inches tall, as glittery as a skyscraper, with an eye for fashion). This helped him -- as a former struggling actor in Los Angeles -- differentiate himself from the other cool kids on the club scene. More often, though, it's with his insistence. In his 20s, he worked as a salesman at Barneys, and he has retained that power to convince. "Knowing how to sell a dad in Santa Monica a Thom Browne suit in 2007 feels as difficult as selling an experimental play about slavery to, like, Bob Wankel of the Shuberts," he has said, referring to the head of the Shubert Organization, which operates multiple Broadway theaters.
Harris prompts questions of readiness, as if he's a walking arbiter of progress or acceptance. He was staying at the Chiltern as "Slave Play," his celebrated work about interracial couples working through their sexual apathy with antebellum role-play, had just premiered on the West End. (Last month, a documentary about the Broadway production -- "Slave Play. Not A Movie. A Play." -- directed by Harris premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival.)
Six years earlier, it opened in New York, a flashbulb of controversy and acclaim. The debasement of the Black partners is the point, which is why New York Times coverage first asked, "Is Broadway ready for 'Slave Play'?" (it originally premiered at downtown's New York Theatre Workshop). Then, after 19 weeks and 12 Tony Award nominations (winning none): "Was Broadway ready for 'Slave Play'?"

The cast of "Slave Play" at the Noel Coward Theatre in London. (Helen Murray)


Is London ready for "Slave Play"? The question was inflamed by then-British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's condemnation this February of the show's Black Out nights, in which only Black patrons are encouraged to populate the theater. It's a concept invented by Harris in 2019: For us, by us (as the '90s Black clothing brand FUBU put it), and with us. A spokesperson from Sunak's office said, "Restricting audiences on the basis of race would be wrong and divisive." Black and White objectors pounced, describing the concept as akin to apartheid.
Never mind the facts: that people of color make up just 7 percent of theater audiences in England, or that Black Outs were two nights out of close to 100, or that advertising stated that no one would be turned away on the basis of race, or that -- most critically -- Black Outs had been done before in Britain, without a peep from No. 10 Downing Street. Harris's follow-up to "Slave Play," "Daddy," featured one in 2022, and Dave Harris (no relation), another Black American playwright, had held two for his show, "Tambo & Bones," in 2023. Former cabinet minister Damian Green called the "Tambo & Bones" move "misguided and a bit sinister."
Months later, Sunak was voted out of office in a snap election, "Slave Play" was well into previews, and Harris posted to X, "Every tongue that rises up against me shall fall."
So he had one major win under his belt. That morning at the Chiltern, Harris said of the reviews: "my sense is that they're good." Two stars in the Times -- "Oh, they gave me the worst review last time," for "Daddy" -- four in the Guardian, Time Out, the Independent, the Standard. What pleased him most was that his play seemed to be reaching both younger and more traditional -- whiter, older and wealthier -- theater audiences.
"What's cool about having four stars is that it makes it harder for those classic people to dismiss it." He trailed off, momentarily lost in his phone for a moment. He had gone to sleep only about six hours earlier. "Sorry, Travis Scott came to a party last night" -- Harris had thrown two -- "and he wants me to come to the concert."
Harris grew up in Martinsville, Va. "The thing I like about Southern people, White or Black, is that they weren't able to deny that racism is real," he said, a few nights earlier over dinner. "They'd be like, 'Sorry if that was weird, Jeremy, you know my mama hates Black people -- you're one of the first I ever met.' It's almost nicer, sometimes, to be around people like that, who could say the thing."
He was raised by his mother in a working-class home and attended private schools on scholarship. The schools were mostly White; for a while, Harris was encouraged to play basketball. Instead, he turned to the arts: studying dance and theater in high school, and majoring in the latter at DePaul University in Illinois. DePaul had a competitive theater program, and when Harris was cut after the first year, he dropped out and moved to Los Angeles to pursue acting. It wasn't nothing, but a few acting gigs here and a web series there did not a career make. Jaded, he started writing plays.
"Xander Xyst, Dragon: 1" came after an inspiring date with a porn star, which led to Harris's 2015 fellowship at the MacDowell contemporary arts organization.  There, he finished "Daddy," about the relationship between a young Black artist and his wealthy, older White lover. In 2016, Harris enrolled in the Yale School of Drama, where his fascination with power dynamics further coalesced. A year later, he staged "Slave Play" for the first time with director Emil Weinstein.

Harris wears Turnbull & Asser pajamas -- "the same pajamas Prince wore" -- while reading reviews of his play. (Kemka Ajoku for The Washington Post)


So what's the most controversial part of "Slave Play," anyway? Is it the primary couple -- Black American Kaneisha and White Briton Jim, now played by Olivia Washington, daughter of Denzel, and "Game of Thrones" actor Kit Harington -- who fail at their slave-overseer role play because Jim hates calling his wife a "nasty Negress" when he would rather call her a queen? Is it "I'm-not-Black-I'm-just-Phillip," or is it the dildo wielded by Alana, Phillip's older White female partner whom he met in a cuckolding scenario with her ex-husband? Is it racially ambiguous Dustin and his dark-skinned partner, Gary, who has his first sexual emission in years after forcing his partner to do manual labor for two hours?
Leading up to opening night, I had asked Harris if he thought he would be nervous. He did not. "I know exactly every positive thing you can say about it and every negative thing you can say. Nobody's  going to surprise me with any take on it."
There are two main schools of thought about "Slave Play." The first is that this is an empowering, thought-provoking work that takes the darkness buried in interracial relationships and lays them plain, creating a productive discomfort for audience members of all races. Sam O'Sullivan, a White man, loved the show - "I liked the ambiguous ending that seemed to say that we don't know if this is the answer but we're not going to cure trauma by ignoring it, so we may as well at least try putting it under the spotlight in all its ugliness and taking a really, really good look." So did Sabrina Fearon-Melville, a Black social media coordinator, who said "sometimes we aren't okay with being uncomfortable, and I think that's what Jeremy set out to do."
The other take is that it's a thin, overzealous farce that commercializes pain, especially that of Black women. One Black woman I spoke to, who did not want to be identified, wondered if Harris had been paid by right-wingers to undermine critical race theory by writing a play full of Black caricatures. The brutal -- and frustratingly, even irresponsibly ambiguous -- third act consists of a violent sexual encounter between Kaneisha and Jim. Is it a fulfillment of Kaneisha's initial request to be denigrated, or has the violence that she worries is embedded in her White husband finally come out of its hiding place?
On opening night, the Noel Coward Theatre alternated between raucous laughter and tense, uncomfortable silences. The show is undeniably funny, paced as quickly as  a high-intensity interval training exercise class. Harris watched the show from a box while wearing a black KN95 mask. (He and the cast had been sick all week.) He made his own second row, dragging an extra chair behind his fiance, TV executive Arvand Khosravi, and a group of friends.

Playwright Harris, far right, and cast members of "Slave Play" pose after a performance this month in London. (Jed Cullen/Dave Benett/Getty Images)


Harris was most excited by the sheer fact that "Slave Play" was showing in London: "I want to be one of the Black writers that is done in Europe, on the West End, because so few of us have been there," he said. Now, at 35, Harris could say he had done it, "so that I can do it again."
There were too many people for Harris to hug -- actor friends, cast members, old classmates, "those girls over there" -- on the last night of previews, so by the time he left the theater, he had to rush to dinner before the restaurant's kitchen closed. Still, he stopped to chat with the two young Black men who flagged him down across the street from the theater. They thanked him, with puppy dog eyes, for "Slave Play," for his representation, for just being himself.
Earlier that day, an employee of the theater told Harris that his play drew the most diverse crowd they had ever seen. Harris has joked that he's a theater supremacist, but more fitting might be a theater proselytizer: Have you heard the good word about the stage? In his eyes, theater should be as much a part of the American story as music is: "Music has figured out a way to really brand itself as necessary, because people can see the tangible links to profit."
The role models are evident: If my kid learns how to play guitar, maybe they could be the next Taylor Swift! "But when you say, 'Oh, my kid might be the next Kenny Leon'" -- the Tony Award-winning director of "A Raisin in the Sun" -- "people are like, 'Well, who is that?' You should know that Kenny Leon is one of the most celebrated Black directors of our moment," just as fundamental to the formation of culture as any pop star is, Harris says.
Every Wednesday morning, the West End production releases 30 pay-what-you-can tickets, a concept dreamed up by producer James Bierman. Some people pay as little as a pound (about $1.30). "You get hooked on theater the same way you get hooked on any drug -- you have to give it to them in a way that's affordable," says Harris.

Harris and "Slave Play" stars Olivia Washington, left, and Kit Harington celebrate backstage in London this month. (Jed Cullen/Dave Benett/Getty Images)


At dinner, conversation eventually turned to how the production was being received, whether "Slave Play" is "too American," and if its racial traumas can be more readily written off by British audiences. Harris had heard the "false idea" that Britain is a country that revolves around class, not race. He had encountered plenty of people in London who maintained that widespread, racialized discrimination was a distinctly American problem.
Dave Harris, of "Tambo & Bones," has also encountered the class-versus-race divide. "The arguments around representation have always been the same, but the unifying point in America is American slavery," he said, whereas many Black Brits can trace their lineage back to a country of origin in just a few steps. "So the unifying point becomes class, even though the dynamics of race and racism are exactly the same."
Jeremy O. Harris pointed out that though antebellum history is distinctly American, the performance of the era has always been rife with Brits. He rattles off a list: The film producers for "Gone With the Wind" considered virtually every big-name American actress -- Lana Turner, Bette Davis, Katharine Hepburn, Lucille Ball -- before settling on the British Vivien Leigh; British actor Chiwetel Ejiofor starred in the best-picture-winning "12 Years a Slave." "There's an argument to be made that our most celebrated -- or best -- slave movie was made by a Black Brit," Steve McQueen. Now, Harris was getting worked up, words sputtering out like a motor. "Michael Fassbender" -- not a Brit, but a White European -- "is the main guy in that movie!" It didn't make sense for British audiences to write off the ills of slavery and racism as simply an American phenomenon, he said.
That Black theater, British and American, is on the upswing in London helps make those connections, and shows that the audience is there. Harris pointed to "For Black Boys Who Have Considered Suicide When the Hue  Gets Too Heavy," Ryan Calais Cameron's masculine riff on Ntozake  Shange's choreopoem "For Colored Girls," which sold out three runs and received glowing reviews in 2021. "People are obsessed -- it's a super enthusiastic Black audience, the sort of thing you only see in America for 'MJ the Musical.'"
Though Harris has been dabbling in TV and film for a while -- he has a role in the Netflix hit "Emily in Paris";  he co-wrote the 2020 A24 film "Zola"; and the next project from his production company, bb2, is "The Wives," an A24 and Apple murder mystery starring Jennifer Lawrence -- theater still reigns supreme. He is finishing "Spirit of the People," a play about tourism, gentrification and the liquor industry, based in Oaxaca, Mexico. He is anxious to relaunch "A Boy's Company Presents: Tell Me if I'm Hurting You," a revenge tragedy inspired by a bad breakup, after its 2020 New York run was canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic. He pulled out his phone and showed me videos from rehearsals, queer teenage boys of color swaying their bodies to classical music. It bothered him that the production had not gotten its day in the sun.

Harris has also dabbled in TV acting and film production. (Kemka Ajoku for The Washington Post)


"I've been very specific in how I use my funds as a producer," he said. "But now it's come to a point where I'm feeling so crazy about this play being out that if someone doesn't commit to it, I'm just going to do it myself."
A week later, and after much fanfare, the first Black Out night came and went without much issue. Israel Soares, an usher for the Abba Voyage show, appreciated the safe space to express himself. "I'm someone who goes to the theater a lot, and I felt like it was a breath of fresh air to be able to be around so many people who look like me and who can relate to stuff the way I do."
Harris posted to X that the evening "was an amazing success and lots of great people showed up bc it was a non story and not an exclusionary event." He reposted a negative cartoon an artist had made, showing a race bouncer stationed outside of a theater, checking people's skin color before allowing them inside. Harris offered notes for improvement.
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Tell The Post: What's your favorite breakfast sandwich?
Help us find the most satisfying breakfast sandwiches in the D.C. area.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-25
In April, restaurant critic Tim Carman put out a call on social media for breakfast sandwich suggestions. Within days (hours, actually), he had a working list of more than 60 sandwiches to try. The list would grow as colleagues, chefs and readers sent even more recommendations. By the time he was done in late June, he had sampled more than 90 sandwiches at restaurants, farmers markets, bagel shops, diners, doughnut shops and coffeehouses around the greater D.C. area. As with all guides like this, his top 10 list is an exercise in personal tastes. No doubt he missed one of your favorites. Here's your chance to tell him about it.
To submit, please use the form below. We won't publish or share this information without following up with you. Thanks for helping us make D.C.'s mornings a little brighter.
By submitting, you agree to our submission and discussion guidelines, including our terms of service and privacy policy.
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The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The Broccoli City Festival brings hip-hop stars to Audi Field; a Smithsonian museum turns into an arcade; kids rule at Franklin Park; and it's Christmas in July.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Chris Richards, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-07-25
The FOMO is fierce this week, especially on Saturday, when there is almost too much to choose from. Megan Thee Stallion headlines the return of the Broccoli City Festival -- in a new venue at Audi Field -- but there are go-go bands on the Mall at the DMV Made Festival and raging parties at the Bullpen and Echostage, too. Should you take the kids to play games at the Smithsonian's SAAM Arcade or the immersive Kids World in Franklin Park? Watch a movie by South Korean director Hong Sangsoo at the National Gallery of Art, or tour backstage at the Olney Theatre's annual Summerfest open house?
Beyond Saturday, there are multiple Christmas in July events; dance parties and cocktail nights celebrating Charli XCX and Chappell Roan, respectively; previews of the annual free WalkingTown D.C. guided tours; a salsa party at the Folger Shakespeare Library; and a celebration of James Baldwin. Oh, and the Olympics are back. We have a special guide for the Games.
Editor's note: Some Thursday events, including a night market in Cleveland Park, have been postponed due to weather forecasts. Check social media before finalizing plans.
Washington Spirit Olympics viewing parties
Seven-time gold medalist Katie Ledecky, track phenom Quincy Wilson and wrestler Helen Maroulis are among the athletes from the D.C. area competing in the Olympics in Paris this summer, and no local sports team is better represented at the Games than the Washington Spirit, which is sending six soccer players to Paris, including four with the U.S. women's national team. As it did during last summer's World Cup, the Spirit is hosting viewing parties for the U.S. group stage games, starting Thursday at the Bullpen beer garden for the match against Zambia. (This is a good day to work from home, as kickoff is at 3 p.m.) Parties for the United States against Germany (Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Brighton) and Australia (Wednesday at 1 p.m. at Bluejacket) follow. Times vary. Free.
'Celebrating James Baldwin's 100th Birthday: His Legacy and Influence on Literature, Film and Theater' at the National Museum of African American History and Culture
In its "Baldwin 100" series (which includes more events in August), the National Museum of African American History and Culture is celebrating the centennial birthday of the civil rights activist. This event looks at Baldwin's influence on the arts: literature, film and theater. The panel discussion includes playwright Suzan-Lori Parks, author Robert Jones Jr. and museum specialist Tulani Salahu-Din. Tickets are sold out (you can join a wait list in case tickets become available), but the live stream is free. 7 to 8 p.m. Free.
Christmas in July at Side Door
Bars love a "Christmas in July" theme -- a way to take customers' minds off the relentless humidity by reminding them that it might be slightly cooler five months from now. Side Door, the retro cocktail bar tucked beneath Bloomingdale's the Pub and the People, is celebrating Krampus between Thursday and Saturday, so customers can sip Oaxacan hot chocolate and Swedish mulled wine while admiring handmade masks and a large inflatable Krampus wearing a Santa costume. Drop by between 6 and 8 each night for happy hour. Through Saturday. Free.
Christmas in July at Heurich House
Heurich House is known for its annual German-inspired Christmas market in its rear garden, filled with dozens of local makers. Christmas in July in the historic Dupont mansion is a mirror image of sorts, with makers selling seconds and overstocks, as well as supplies. A "Little Free Craft Library" holds materials for the taking. Get in on the crafting by decorating a wooden ornament to take home or snacking on Ice Cream Jubilee and sipping local craft beers. 5 to 8 p.m. Free; RSVP requested.
Peruvian Independence Day celebrations at Inca Social
Peru's Independence Day is Sunday, but local Peruvian favorite Inca Social is starting the celebrations early. Head to the Vienna outpost on Thursday night for Alpacas Hour, with $2.99 margaritas from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., though we all know the real draw is the opportunity to pet (and take photos with) fluffy alpacas, a symbol of Peru. On Saturday, there are dance shows in Vienna (3:30 p.m.) and Arlington (6 p.m.). Sunday's party starts early with free servings of causa, one of Peru's most famous dishes, for the first 200 diners and Peruvian food and drink specials all day, plus the return of the alpacas in Vienna from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Through Sunday. Free admission.
Disability Pride Comedy Night at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Now in its third year, this comedy show returns with a lineup of local and traveling comedians with disabilities. Hear from Neill Lynskey, Max Gross and more; the show, presented with support from the Mayor's Office of Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing, provides ASL interpretation. 7 to 8:15 p.m. Free.
Dungeons n' Drafts at Atlas Brew Works
The age-old hardship of Dungeons & Dragons fans is finding people willing to dedicate an evening to playing the role-playing game in person. Dungeons n' Drafts, an events organizer that hosts D&D "one-shots," or one-session games, up and down the East Coast, is solving that problem. Characters are premade for players to choose from upon arrival, dice are provided and new players shouldn't fear -- game makers will be more than willing to help first-timers and those looking to jump back in. Grab a drink and prepare for tabletop travels with fellow adventurers. 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. $20.
Cuban Salsa Night at the Folger
Earlier this summer, the Folger Shakespeare Library unveiled a dramatic transformation of its building, with underground exhibit spaces and light-filled gathering places. But the Folger also wants you to wind down the week with an opportunity to explore its gardens. This Friday has a Cuban theme, with the salsa sounds of the Gerardo Contino Band coupled with dance lessons and demonstrations by D.C. Casineros. Bring a picnic and find a bench or a bit of grass; drinks are available to purchase. The gallery spaces will be open for those who want to explore the First Folio, or just need a break from the heat. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free; timed-entry passes for exhibitions are recommended but not required.
'Brat' dance party at Howard Theatre
The flier says it all, and in the now-iconic, fuzzed-out "brat" font: "brat and it's the same but actually it's brat the dance party and charli won't be there but it's still fun." Expect to hear tracks off Charli XCX's summer-defining album, plus other hyper-pop bangers. 8 p.m. $20.
Broccoli City Pre-Party at Echostage
Saturday is the return of Broccoli City, the weekend-long festival at Audi Field headlined by Megan Thee Stallion and Gunna. If you've got that night-before-the-first-day-of-school excitement, head to Echostage for the official festival pre-party, starring Major League Djz, Everything Nice, Bo & K-Meta and DJ Mobu, hosted by multi-hyphenate Issa Rae. 9 p.m. $39.
Listen Up: Broccoli City Edition at the Park at 14th
There are more Broccoli City vibes over at the Park at 14th, where DJ Quicksilva and Jerome Baker III are among the 11 DJs providing the entertainment at the four-level nightclub. A bonus: Admission is free between 5 and 11 p.m. with an RSVP. 5 p.m. to 3 a.m. Free before 11.
Previous Industries at Songbyrd
Previous Industries is composed of three Chicagoans residing in LA. Rappers Open Mike Eagle, Video Dave and Still Rift are like Ghidorah: Not only do they prove three heads are better than one, but their music recalls the faraway samples and luxuriant lyricism of King Geedorah, an alias of one of the group's biggest influences, MF Doom. Previous Industries' album "Service Merchandise" is themed around defunct chains and offers meditations from three men of a "certain age" who will "drink up all the whiskey that you got on your shelf." 8 p.m. $20-$22.
Broccoli City Festival at Audi Field
D.C.'s homegrown Broccoli City Festival has a new venue in 2024, swapping the RFK Stadium grounds for Audi Field. But this annual rap extravaganza still features two days with some of the biggest names in the game (Megan Thee Stallion, Gunna), as well as some of the most exciting (Veeze, Sexyy Red). Nota bene: Do not miss Karrahbooo -- one of the most cool-minded, numb-tongued rappers to emerge in years -- when she performs with Lil Yachty and the Concrete Boys. There's much to experience beyond the music: appearances by actress Issa Rae and comic Desi Banks, a set with amapiano star Uncle Waffles, Trap Karaoke, and interactive art experiences. Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 11 p.m. $225-$1,200 for two-day passes; $89.50-$544.50 for one-day passes.
SAAM Arcade at the Smithsonian American Art Museum
For one day each summer, the Smithsonian American Art Museum's Kogod Courtyard transforms into the world's most beautiful video game arcade. The 11-year-old SAAM Arcade is, on its face, about the museum's endorsement of "video games as part of the national visual culture" and video game graphics as art. But it's also a chance to explore brand-new games from nine independent developers, this year with the theme "Adventure Awaits," as well as play on console and old-school arcade games that span the decades -- a joyful interactive experience for multiple generations. After you've played a few games, go on a scavenger hunt through the museum, or win prizes on a "side quest" asking questions of game developers. The first two hours of the day are "quiet hours" with reduced noise. 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Kids World at Franklin Park
Kids rule in Franklin Park this weekend, as Kids World lets them take over downtown D.C.'s largest green space. The day includes (deep breath) live music and poetry; workouts with costumed superheroes; story times and read-alongs with favorite characters; crafting and painting areas, including face painting; a teddy-bear-themed space where little ones can have tea with Paddington or make their own bear; bubble mazes and giant bubbles; vehicles to climb; double Dutch jumpers; video games; and a trackless train traversing the whole park. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. Free.
DMV Made Festival on the National Mall
Celebrate the diversity of the DMV with multiple stages of homegrown performers: the Chuck Brown Band, DuPont Brass, Cryptid Summer and more. There's also a family-friendly game zone, a poetry and storytelling pavilion, live muralists, and an interactive dance stage. 1 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Tales of Cinema: The World of Hong Sangsoo at the National Gallery of Art
The National Gallery of Art, the Smithsonian's National Museum of Asian Art, the AFI Silver Theatre and the National Museum of Korea have teamed up to honor Hong Sangsoo, the prolific and acclaimed South Korean filmmaker who has produced 25 feature films since 2000, turning everyday life into epically structured and memorable dramas. Seven films are shown over three weekends, beginning with "On the Occasion of Remembering the Turning Gate" (Saturday at 2 p.m.) and "Tale of Cinema" (Sunday at 2 p.m.) Through Aug. 17. Free; registration required.
WalkingTown D.C. Summer Tours
Every September, WalkingTown D.C. offers dozens of free walking tours that show Washingtonians a different side of their city, from the rebirth of Southwest to the mansions of Meridian Hill to key sites in LGBTQ+ history. In honor of WalkingTown's 25th anniversary, the group is offering special preview tours over the summer. There are two in coming days: On Saturday, explore the history of Blagden Alley and Naylor Court, two of the city's remaining alley communities, including a meet-and-greet with Kim Williams, the author of "Hidden Alleyways of Washington, D.C." (3:30 p.m., Free.). On Monday, attention turns to an overlooked aspect of the Walter E. Washington Convention Center: one of the largest public art collections outside of a museum, with more than 130 pieces by artists like Sam Gilliam and Sol LeWitt. (6:30 p.m. Free.) Registration is required for both tours, and space is limited.
Adobo Gigante at Echostage
Over the last six years, Adobo has blossomed into one of D.C.'s most popular dance parties, sprinkled with Afrobeats, soca, bachata, hip-hop, go-go, amapiano and other Afro-Latinx sounds at clubs across the city. Adobo's sixth anniversary finds a truly heavy lineup with Nina Sky, Pedro Night, DJ Puffy and Yvain Amour playing for the crowds at Echostage. After this, organizers are taking Adobo on a coast-to-coast road trip, so get a taste while you can. 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. $20-$25.
Olney Outdoors at Olney Theatre
Olney Theatre's Olney Outdoors series brings six weeks of music and comedy to its outdoor stage. This weekend includes comedian Glen Tickle (Friday, $40); Grateful Dead tribute band Better Off Dead (Saturday, $35); and afternoon Drag and Drinks hosted by Evon Michelle Dior of Baltimore's Sad Brunch and featuring local queens (Sunday, $35). Saturday afternoon is Olney's annual Summerfest open house, with backstage tours, performances, a prop sale, games and food trucks (1 to 6:30 p.m., free). The grounds offer a mix of seating options, from bleachers to open lawn where attendees can dance or, as the theater puts it, lie back and "stare at the stars." Upcoming weeks include tributes to Dolly Parton (Aug. 2) and Queen (Aug. 24), magic shows (Aug. 3), and sing-alongs with Disney princesses (Aug. 17). Through Aug. 31. Prices vary; Saturday's Summerfest is free.
Mubadala Citi DC Open at Rock Creek Tennis Center
This year's Mubadala Citi DC Open coincides with the Olympics, when many of the world's top tennis players will be in Paris. Still, the ATP-WTA 500-level tournament held in Rock Creek Park snagged some heavy hitters who are focusing on their hard court game during the lead-up to the U.S. Open instead of on French clay. This year's lineup includes hometown tennis hero Frances Tiafoe, No. 10 Grigor Dimitrov and No. 14 Ben Shelton, while British star Emma Raducanu, 2024 Australian Open champion and No. 3 Aryna Sabalenka, and U.S. favorites including Sloane Stephens and No. 13 Madison Keys feature on the women's side. Through Aug. 4. Single-session tickets for outer courts start at $22.
Jerk x Jollof and Souled Out Dates at the Bullpen
Detroit's Afro-Caribbean party starters Jerk x Jollof could have probably thrown a successful event at the Bullpen by themselves, but they're teaming with the high-energy vibes of D.C.'s Souled Out Dates -- a combination of nine DJs that should ensure an amazing afternoon on Half Street SE. And, yes, there will be jerk and jollof platters available. 2 to 10 p.m. $20-$50.
Aslin Summer Games at Aslin Beer Company
The same weekend the Olympics kick off in Paris, teams of tipsy contestants in Washington can compete for something even better than the gold: Aslin gift cards, trophies and bragging rights. Eighteen teams of four players will compete in sprint versions of lawn and party games, like bean bag tossing, Big Wheel pedaling and ... eating the most ice pops in an allotted time frame. The games will earn teams points, but extra points can be won via costume and fan favorite contests. Four players are required to play per team, which must be registered in advance. 3 to 8 p.m. $40 per team; free to watch.
Ballroom on the Block at the Clarendon Ballroom
The Clarendon Ballroom is taking its usual Saturday night dance party to the streets of Clarendon this weekend, shutting down North Irving Street between Wilson Boulevard and 12th Street. Your headliners are DJs 9B49 and Misha B2B Late London, with seven more on the bill. The block party includes beer gardens, bars, food trucks, lawn games and lounge seating from 2 to 10 p.m.; after that, the music moves back inside with more DJs and dancing. 2 p.m. to 2 a.m. $40; $52 VIP.
Shark Bites and Brews at the Wharf
The Discovery Channel hosted its annual Shark Week a few weeks ago, and now it's time for selachimorphaphiles -- that is, lovers of sharks -- to gather at the Wharf. Try riding a mechanical shark, which is like a mechanical bull but with teeth instead of horns, and enjoy a dunk tank and outdoor games, live cover tunes from the 7 Deadlies Band, a doughnut-eating contest with shark-shaped treats, and a beer garden. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Chappell Roan Night at Show of Hands
The Southeast cocktail bar is transforming into the Pink Pony Club with a menu of Chappell Roan-themed cocktails. Listen to her album, "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess," while sipping on a Red Wine Supernova (red wine, passion fruit, citruses, pomegranate and rum), a Femininomenon (vodka, limoncello, cranberry, lime and Regan's) or, if you have to dip out early, a Hot to Go (tequila, grilled peach, orangecello, lime and habanero) -- served in 10-ounce bottles to go. 4 to 7 p.m. Free entry.
Christmas in July at Pizzeria Paradiso Hyattsville
Maybe your kids aren't counting the days until Christmas yet, but they will be after a trip to Pizzeria Paradiso's Hyattsville restaurant, where the dining room is decorated with twinkling lights, cotton "snow" and a tree made from pizza boxes. They can get their faces painted with seasonal designs or make holiday crafts. Meanwhile, adults can sip winter beers, mulled wine or a "frozen hot chocolate" cocktail. Can't make it to Route 1? Paradiso locations in Georgetown, Dupont and Spring Valley are pouring winter beers all weekend long. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Kitchen Guild Cooking Demonstration: Ice Cream at Riversdale House Museum
Step into the kitchen at the Riversdale House Museum and find out how ice cream was made in the 19th century -- well before Mister Softee. This afternoon event is part of a series held by the Riversdale Kitchen Guild that demonstrates open-hearth cooking in the historic Prince George's County home's Dependency Kitchen. During this particular event, you'll learn about different ice cream recipes made using 19th-century techniques and pick up a copy of a recipe to take home. Noon to 3:30 p.m. Free.
Pim Pam Pum Kampai at Cranes
Cranes is known for its Michelin-starred cuisine and extensive sake program. This tasting party pairs five sakes from the Brooklyn Kura sake brewery -- New York City's first -- with two hours of bottomless snacks from Cranes. The restaurant's Pim Pam Pum Wednesdays, which also feature an unlimited menu, include treats such as pork belly yakitori, karaage chicken and nameko mushroom fried rice. Seatings from 5 to 8 p.m. $95.
The Eastern's Fifth Anniversary
It is a bittersweet anniversary for the Eastern, which is celebrating five years of wine and cocktails and being one of Eastern Market's favorite date spots. General manager and sommelier Robert Morin, a friendly face at the heart of the community, died unexpectedly in May. Morin, known as "BTG Bobby," will surely be remembered during the wine bar's birthday happy hour, which promises "throwback menus, special guests and surprises." 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Painters and Shakers at Bar Charley
Your favorite bartender or server might have a hidden artistic talent. Here's your chance to find out: Painters and Shakers turns Bar Charley's dining room into a gallery filled with works created by members of the restaurant industry. Check out the art -- and maybe buy a piece at auction -- while listening to DJs and diving into a special drink menu. 5 to 10 p.m. Free; reservations available but not required.
NY Circus Project: 'Hamlet' at Dock 5 at Union Market
For a take on Shakespeare that's as acrobatic as it is dramatic, check out the New York Circus Project's production of "Hamlet." The Manhattan-based contemporary circus company has added a run of shows at Union Market's event space Dock 5 to its summer tour, and while fans of the Bard might know the story, NY Circus Project's retelling adds eye-catching interludes like a contortion stunt for Ophelia and a solo aerial dance act for the ghost of Hamlet's father. Through Aug. 11. $49.
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In 'Deadpool & Wolverine,' Emma Corrin plays one of MCU's scariest villains
The new "Deadpool & Wolverine" film includes the villain Cassandra Nova, a notorious X-Men villain who will reshape how we see Charles Xavier.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-07-25

Emma Corrin as Cassandra Nova in "Deadpool & Wolverine." (Jay Maidment/20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios)


Cassandra Nova isn't like other Marvel villains. She isn't purple with massive gold armor. She doesn't have a mythical staff. She's not a super soldier with a metal arm. She's actually a lot like her brother, Charles Xavier. Only, instead of opening a school for the gifted to help mutants and humans live together, she's ... gouging out eyeballs (through mind control) and trying to exterminate every last mutant on the planet.
Cassandra Nova, a Marvel villain who got her start in the X-Men comics in the early 2000s, will see her first live-action debut in the upcoming Marvel Cinematic Universe film "Deadpool & Wolverine." She's among the deepest of Marvel deep cuts when it comes to finding an antagonist for Wolverine and Deadpool's buddy-cop duo, and she just happens to be one of the most threatening and evil villains out there.
Emma Corrin, who plays Cassandra in "Deadpool and Wolverine," never read the comic book material to prepare for the character. Instead, they skimmed through Marvel's character database, collecting notes and nuggets about the character's origin. Corrin chose to drill into Cassandra's relationship with her brother.
"She is the way that she is because of being hurt or feeling rejected by family, or feeling like he rejected her before they were born," Corrin said. "And now he's just a very benevolent, revered person and she has become the opposite out of bitterness or because she had no other choice."

A film that marks the characters' official entry into the Marvel Cinematic Universe.


Without getting into too much detail, Corrin's version of Nova spends time inflicting gruesome pain on people (presumably through mind control). "She's manipulating minds. She does a lot of mind work," Corrin said.
In the comics, Cassandra Nova's story is rather gnarly. She's the long-lost sister of Charles Xavier (she's actually "chaotic cell matter" that survived after Charles "murdered" his twin in the womb, but sister is the easiest way to describe her). Her debut came as something of a twist: She covertly put Charles Xavier's mind into her body, and hers into his, to the eventual shock of the X-Men (and readers).
Early on, Cassandra ordered a "Wild Sentinel" -- that is, a mutant-killing robot -- to commit the genocide of millions of mutants. Yeah. Dark.
The X-Men eventually thwarted her by -- bear with me -- trapping her in a sluglike alien and basically erasing her brain. She's returned from time to time since, most recently as a member of the Marauders team, though they left her stranded somewhere in the past. We should all be relieved.
Though Corrin never read the comic book material, they say their version of Cassandra shares a bond with the original. They're both humans who feel like they've lost a piece of themselves and want to do whatever they can to reclaim it. Even if it means bloodshed and broken minds.
"You don't just end up as a villain, you're not born a villain," Corrin said. "As fantastical as these characters are, I'd like to believe the same applies. I don't think she was born evil. I think certain things happened, and she was made that way."
In the movies, Cassandra Nova resides in The Void, a portion of the multiverse first seen in the "Loki" television series that basically serves as a plot and Easter egg trash can for the MCU. It's littered with variants of MCU characters (there's an entire batch of Lokis there) and locations from multiple timelines. Everything that ends up there has been "pruned" by the Time Variance Authority, which controls the flow of time (or as I like to call them, the Plot Hole Police).
Cassandra, it appears from the trailers, lives within a dead variant of Ant-Man, whose enormous skeleton rests in The Void. We don't know much else about her role, though it's clear from preview footage shared with journalists that she's got mind-bendy powers and is seeking something from Deadpool and Wolverine, who end up there after a run-in with the TVA (who are hunting them down because they're skipping through timelines).
Cassandra's arrival is another sign the X-Men are now a major part of Marvel Studios' plans for their cinematic universe, after Disney won the franchise in the acquisition of 21st Century Fox, which had produced the X-Men films over the last two decades. After that cameo at the end of "The Marvels" last November, the animated series "X-Men '97" revived the popular heroes for MCU fans. "Deadpool & Wolverine" promises a few nods and winks to the characters, too. Case in point: Wolverine is now wearing his classic yellow-and-blue X-Men uniform. (There are also rumors of an "Avengers vs. X-Men" film on the way, but for now they are just that.)
According to Corrin, the MCU will be the perfect playground for more Cassandra Nova -- if the villain survives this film, of course. "I was given so much freedom," they say, "and it was like a real playground. You can kind of try anything, and there were no wrong answers, and that's kind of rare."
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She was a great artist. And a woman of privilege.
The Philadelphia Museum of Art explores the beloved work of Mary Cassatt.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-07-25

Mary Cassatt's "Woman and Child Driving" (1881). (Philadelpia Museum of Art)


PHILADELPHIA -- "Mary Cassatt at Work" is a large and mostly satisfying exhibition devoted to the career of the great American artist beloved for her sensitive and often sentimental views of family life. The "at work" in the title of the Philadelphia Museum of Art show references the curators' interest in Cassatt's pioneering effort to establish herself as a professional artist within a male-dominated field.
Throughout the show, which includes some 130 paintings, pastels, prints and drawings, the wall text and the art on view stresses Cassatt's fixation on art as a career rather than a pastime. She used images of women at work -- nurturing children and doing handiwork such as knitting and embroidery to fill their spare time -- to define a sphere of feminine labor independent from the one in which Cassatt actually operated, the salons, galleries and exhibitions through which the impressionists changed the course of art history.
"By talking and writing so frequently about her work, she gave it definition and highlighted its importance as a source of income, independence, contentment, professional stature, and pride," writes Jennifer A. Thompson, who co-curated the exhibition with Laurel Garber.
Visitors will probably find the art itself more interesting than the focus on labor, which becomes diffuse by the end of the exhibition. The Philadelphia Museum of Art owns 84 works by Cassatt, including some spectacular paintings and pastels that show the artist at her most daring and experimental. Included are sunny views of bourgeois life, such as the 1896 "Maternal Caress"; problematic and awkward works like the 1881 image of a woman, child and male servant in "Driving"; and the magnificent play of reflection in the 1879 "Woman in a Loge."

"Maternal Caress" (1896). (Timothy Tiebout/Philadelphia Museum of Art)


These are complemented by major works from public and private collections, including the National Gallery's "Little Girl in a Blue Armchair," which closes the exhibition with a deceptively placid vision of a female child and a little dog, suggesting an ominous life for the girl as a thing to be owned and domesticated.
That painting, and many others, suggests that work and autonomy are important prisms through which to understand Cassatt's art. But a more rigorously intersectional approach would help -- that is, a focus not just on feminist narratives but also on narratives of privilege. Cassatt was rich, and art made her richer. She was determined to make her way in a male-dominated world but wanted also to distinguish herself from painters she despised -- amateurs, including women who made art as a pastime.
Almost every work in the show is more interesting when considered the product of both a woman artist and a bourgeois artist. In a cogent catalogue essay, Dave Beech lays the groundwork for this, using biographical and cultural data to explore Cassatt's contempt for amateurs. As a member of the upper middle class -- her father was a successful investor, her mother came from a banking family, her brother became president of a railroad -- Cassatt had to work against her own class strictures to become an artist. Women could paint but only as one of the refinements, including music and needlework, that were considered proper for their sex. Making money as an artist, competing in the market, was a violation of class dignity.
Cassatt broke with the usual expectations, moved to France, made art and sold it with gusto. In part, she was forced to by her father's reluctance to support her as an aspiring professional artist. If her contempt for women who made art as a pastime is understandable in this context, it was also ungenerous. Cassatt understood that the art world is about gatekeeping, allowing some in and others not. She earned the status of gatekeeper and could be prickly about it, expressing her displeasure in 1897 when her work was shown in the company of art by women she considered amateurs.
For all the focus on work, many of the images in this exhibition, including some of the most interesting, are about leisure. Especially when she depicts women at the theater or opera, we get closer to the world of self-fashioning, fantasy and illusion that made their highly constrained lives psychologically bearable.
And when Cassatt focused on the uncompensated work women do as mothers and caretakers, she frequently used models to create her family groupings. The rough hands of these women, which the curators see as a sign of Cassatt emphasizing their labor, might also be seen as a sign that a wealthy artist could afford to exploit the bodies of the working class.
Cassatt wrote often about work, but there are no images of her at work, nor any images of her studio. When she allowed herself to be photographed, she presented as a very proper, upper-crust woman, including in the foreground of a picture of the 17th-century chateau she purchased in 1894.

"Little Girl in a Blue Armchair" (1877-1878). (National Gallery of Art)


We speak too reflexively about the dignity and value of work. While celebrating the dignity and value of work that is too often discounted, including that which women do in the domestic sphere (and the work female artists such as Cassatt do representing that sphere), it's worth pausing for reflection. The great promise of industrialization and mechanization, which helped families like the Cassatts grow rich, was supposed to yield leisure, not just huge piles of capital owned by a tiny sliver of the population. Yes, Cassatt was a pioneering female artist; she was also a member of the class that has kept most of the planet in thrall to work long after we might all do less of it.
Portraits play a significant role in this show, and there's something curious about Cassatt's portraiture. Very often, her subjects look faintly miserable, as if they are barely able to conceal their boredom. Her brother, the railway baron, looks bored to stupefaction in an 1884 painting that depicts him with his son, a work that is another of Philadelphia's important but flawed Cassatt holdings. So does her mother in a portrait (circa 1889) borrowed from the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.
They hated idleness, a luxury few others could afford. Cassatt was a woman who painted women and who became an ardent champion of women's suffrage. She also carried forth the values of the class from which she came, whose members built up the great art collections of the world. If you can spare a little time off from work, go see "Mary Cassatt at Work," where you will also enjoy the company of others who have managed to salvage a little time for leisure in an overbusy world.
Mary Cassatt at Work is on view at the Philadelphia Museum of Art through Sept. 8. philamuseum.org
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Biden the anti-icon
President Biden's reluctance to use television has been one of the stranger features of his presidency. 
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-07-25

President Biden addresses the nation from the Oval Office on Wednesday. (Evan Vucci/Reuters)


President Biden's address to the nation Wednesday, in which he elaborated on his stunning announcement that he would no longer seek reelection, was brief, targeted and a little bit hard to watch. The president was characteristically decent and self-abnegating in his remarks. Speaking from the Oval Office, he repeatedly emphasized that the nation's needs mattered more than his own ambition or the second term he believed he deserved. "I draw strength and find joy in working for the American people. But this sacred task of perfecting our union is not about me, it's about you," he said, in a moment that radiated real conviction. "Your families, your futures."
The president was strikingly disciplined during the most consequential address of his term. Almost to a fault. Few were the flickers of the trademark spontaneity that once made Joe Biden a political powerhouse (and a liability, known for his gaffes). The guy who laughed with Jon Stewart about making up a coal miner ancestor, encouraged the "Uncle Joe" stuff during his vice presidency and billed himself as a "gut politician" seemed not just solemn but stiff during these momentous remarks on the end of his presidential ambitions. Even the movement of his hands felt choreographed. I exhaled in relief when he briefly broke eye contact with the camera to point, with his thumb, at a portrait of Benjamin Franklin behind him. There was just a hint of the Biden we knew -- that old Ray-Ban-wearing, cackling ease.
Sure, some of that is attributable to old age. But I've been thinking about Biden's theory of television, as his reluctance to use it has been one of the stranger features of his presidency. Biden isn't a newcomer to the small screen or to political stagecraft. He cut his teeth on television, and he was good at it. In interviews from the period immediately following his initial election as senator, he seems astonishingly comfortable, assured and far older than his 30 years. He wasn't camera-shy as vice president. (It's no coincidence that he did a guest spot on "Parks and Recreation.") There's a reason President Donald Trump got himself impeached trying to get Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to open an investigation into Hunter Biden's activities there; he understood that Joe Biden was the greatest threat to his reelection.
One of Biden's advantages during 2020 -- when the pandemic made in-person campaigning trickier -- was his ability to channel his personal grief, on television, into the nation's general despair. That weird, televised Democratic National Convention proved that Biden could connect with people using formats others couldn't.
It's striking, therefore, that Biden elected to be a behind-the-scenes president. And that he made TV history by staying off it when he announced he wouldn't seek a second term, opting instead to publish a written statement. Sure, that decision could have been justified by his illness. (He was sick with covid-19.) But the strangest feature of Wednesday night's address, which should have been earthshakingly significant, was that it felt tacked-on, an addendum rather than the main event. One of Biden's more obvious verbal crutches -- his tendency to say "anyway" and drift off midsentence, often when he's making a point about his legacy -- feels like it might represent, in microcosm, a more general tendency to limit the public's exposure to his decision to step down. That can't help but mute the effect.
In journalistic terms, it felt like the president had scooped himself.
The debate over Biden's legacy will be long and spirited, but my main impression, watching Biden Wednesday night -- and it's a thought I've had before, despite having no illusions about any career politicians' essential narcissism -- is that the man gets bored talking about his own achievements. Anytime Biden starts listing his administration's wins, you can practically watch him glaze over. I don't think that's the main reason he's had so much trouble making a case for his second term during this electoral season, but I do think the man had a built-in advantage when his job required him to talk about national grief rather than national prosperity.
On paper, the president hit all the right notes. His many appeals to history were pointed and germane: "George Washington showed us presidents are not kings," he said, in one of several references to Trump's undisguised fondness for authoritarianism. His frequent reminders to the public that the power to determine the nation's future rests with them were moving if a tad, well, rote. (The same can't be said for his extremely surprising announcement that he intends to reform the Supreme Court during his remaining months in office.)
Whatever the reasons, Biden ended his political career with an address that wasn't as sad as it could have been -- or as rousing or dramatic. Many of the president's recent stumbles, including his disastrous debate performance last month, have stemmed from circumstances outside his control. But the temperate, low-key tenor of his appeal Wednesday night feels deliberate. Crafted. Maybe that's a stage of life. Or maybe, given his opponent's destructive thirst for attention at any price, it represents the culmination of a belated but considered rejection of the histrionics required to be an icon, rather than a president.
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'The Decameron' is the best apocalyptic ensemble comedy since 'Clue'
Kathleen Jordan's piquant take on the 14th-century masterpiece by Giovanni Boccaccio is joyfully unfaithful to its source material.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-07-25

From left, Saoirse-Monica Jackson as Misia, Jessica Plummer as Filomena and Tony Hale as Sirisco in Netflix's "The Decameron." (Netflix)


"The Decameron" is TV's answer to "Clue."
That was my takeaway (as a superfan of the 1985 cult classic) after bingeing Kathleen Jordan's piquant take on the 14th-century masterpiece by Giovanni Boccaccio, which drops on Netflix on Thursday.
Granted, the parallels aren't obvious. "Clue," an implausible triumph based on a board game, managed to spin humor, several mystery plots and even some pathos out of its paper-thin source material. "The Decameron," by contrast, draws from a rich text literally named for the hundred stories it comprises. Published in the aftermath of the Black Death, Boccaccio's frame narrative features 10 wealthy young people (and some of their servants) sheltering in the countryside from the pestilence ravaging Florence. To wile away the hours, they tell each other stories, usually adhering to themes established by the person they've named king or queen for the day. Some stories are about tragic love. Some feature saucy nuns. There are tricksters and hucksters and genial spouse-swappers.
But, like "Clue," which delivered some genuinely fantastic theater while mercilessly lampooning detective-story cliches, this version of "The Decameron" takes a loose and expansive approach to adaptation. Sure, it's satire. But the result is so joyfully unfaithful -- so adept at rounding out characters that should be flat -- that it wraps back around again to something like homage.
The series wisely turns Boccaccio's framing device into the main event. The guests in this version aren't storytellers; they're the ones driving the action. Still, 10 young people with competing agendas, financial interests and religious beliefs do end up hanging out at a luxurious estate (called Villa Santa in the series) to escape the plague. These include two of the villa's surviving employees: Tony Hale plays Sirisco, a harried, semi-competent steward covering as best he can for his dead boss Leonardo's absence as the guests he invited start to arrive. (Also like "Clue," "The Decameron" is powered by the problem of a pivotal but absent host.) Sirisco's co-worker Stratilia (Leila Farzad), the estate's secretive, no-nonsense cook, participates in his ruse out of desperation; the roads are dangerous, and they have nowhere else to go.
The guests include Leonardo's insufferable fiancee, Pampinea (Zosia Mamet), an heiress whose fortune is her main attraction, as well as her slavishly devoted maid, Misia (Saoirse-Monica Jackson of "Derry Girls"). Panfilo (Karan Gill), a gay bon vivant in a marriage of convenience, persuades his extremely religious wife, Neifile (Lou Gala), to accept Leonardo's invitation to Villa Santa partly to escape his family's recent financial ruin. Licisca (Tanya Reynolds), a clever and humane maidservant forced to serve her master's bratty and tyrannical daughter, Filomena (Jessica Plummer), ends up impersonating the latter to gain admission to the villa. And Douggie McMeekin plays a dim and tedious prig named Tindaro, who uses his riches to fund his hypochondria. He travels everywhere with his good-looking doctor, Dioneo (Amar Chadha-Patel), a Lothario who keeps his boss half-poisoned.

From left, Tony Hale as Sirisco, Karan Gill as Panfilo, Lou Gala as Neifile, Douggie McMeekin as Tindaro, Saoirse-Monica Jackson as Misia, Zosia Mamet as Pampinea, Tanya Reynolds as Licisca and Amar Chadha-Patel as Dioneo in Netflix's "The Decameron." (Giulia Parmigiani/Netflix)


It's tempting to single out specific actors for praise: Mamet for her indelible portrayal of a repellent, love-obsessed narcissist. Or Gala for her sympathetic take on a character so absurdly religious it would be easy to make her a simpleton (or a joke). Or Reynolds for the feral gusto with which -- dressed as a noblewoman and parrying a dreary man's advances -- she interrupts a speech about her favorite pope to scream "Fish!," pluck one out and thwack it merrily against the fountain to kill it. (All while the two men in the scene debate whether women are evil.) Gill, whose character starts as a joke, is a standout, and it's delightful to watch Hale's take on petulant, codependent servility clash with Jackson's as their characters squabble over turf.
The strength of every one of these performances drives home how long it's been since a series delivered a really stellar comedy ensemble. Not just a solid show, but a group effort marked by a shared and truly strange comedic sensibility. (Like "Clue"!)
There are more recent precursors, of course. Christopher Guest's films and "Arrested Development" come to mind. So do "Orange Is the New Black" and "Glow." (It's no coincidence that "The Decameron" is also executive-produced by Jenji Kohan.) "The Decameron" shares the blithe irreverence with which "Blackadder" and Monty Python approached history and abounds in contemporary touches we know from "Bridgerton" or "Dickinson." The soundtrack does exactly what you'd expect from a series that scores a medieval text with contemporary songs.
What really elevates the series, however, is its tactical restraint. The dialogue is awfully witty for a production this broad; these aren't all buffoons. The satire is less savage than sad, and the apocalyptic backdrop lends even the silliest conflicts some gravitas. This is a sure-footed production that knows how to marry satire with seriousness.

Zosia Mamet as Pampinea, left, and Saoirse-Monica Jackson as Misia in Netflix's "The Decameron." (Giulia Parmigiani/Netflix)


I didn't expect that from a program that looks, on paper, like a dutiful if belated response to the coronavirus pandemic. If covid taught us anything about how humans process disaster, it's that no one wants to talk about a pandemic once the worst is over. I think often about how many of us "rediscovered" the 1918 flu pandemic during the worst of the outbreak -- and how surprised the non-historians among us were by how completely it seemed to have vanished from public consciousness. It's no longer mysterious. Pandemics are horrible. They're also, and this is key, embarrassing. The things we did in the name of self-preservation --  remember sanitizing groceries? The theories that turned out to be wrong. The hiding. The moralizing. The masking (in every sense).
"Clue" and "The Decameron" both feature folks trapped in fancy estates who start seeing each other as threats as civilization and its rules melt away. In "Clue," that was a potent but silly premise, obviously based on stories such as Agatha Christie's "And Then There Were None." "The Decameron" shares that antic sensibility, and it tells an equally compelling story. But I found myself watching with a different filter than the one I used to have for stories set during the bubonic plague. One does not feel above these characters as they stuff flowers in their noses, ward off the pestilence with onions, and flounder, amid the apocalypse, for pleasure and meaning. One feels, rather, a kinship.
The Decameron premieres July 25 on Netflix.
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How Chappell Roan did it
Loudly queer, delightfully raunchy and a blast to see live, Chappell Roan charted an unlikely path to stardom. Fans, bookers, her producer and more explain how it happened.
By Sofia Andrade | 2024-07-25
There is something very unusual about Chappell Roan.
No, not the Elizabethan white face paint and wire-thin brows. Not the outfits (the outfits!): those assless chaps, the barely-there pasties, the glitter (the glitter!). Not the lyrics, witty and raunchy ("knee-deep in the passenger seat"), coy when not vulgar ("I want this like a cigarette/ Can we drag it out and never quit?"), frequently unprintable in a family newspaper. Not that she refers to herself as a character, a drag persona she can put on and take off ...
Well, maybe some of those things. But what's really unusual about Chappell Roan is that she has one of the hottest albums in the country -- "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess" -- and it wasn't a hit when it came out 10 months ago. Until suddenly it was.
Here, in July 2024, no one could argue that Roan is anything but a megawatt pop star. Buoyed by her joyous, unabashedly fun (fun!) brand of singalong pop, the 26-year-old songwriter has experienced an intense and undeniable ascent in recent months. Last month, she had four concurrent hits on the Billboard Hot 100.
In the first seven months of the year, Roan's weekly U.S. streams jumped from 2.7 million to 82.6 million across all major platforms. (The entertainment data and insights company Luminate provided data for this story.) She has opened for Olivia Rodrigo's sold-out Guts World Tour, performed at NPR's Tiny Desk, headlined a national tour and performed at nearly every major music festival on the U.S. summer circuit. With each performance, it seems as if Roan's fame -- and chart ranking, and blanketing of TikTok feeds -- has only grown.

Chappell Roan gets ready for her performance at the House of Blues in Chicago in October. (Mary Mathis for The Washington Post)


In some ways, Roan is the beneficiary of old-school hustle: relentless touring, well-timed singles and a meticulous focus on performance. But it's also an internet story in which Roan spent years painstakingly building a presence on Instagram and TikTok to the point of exhaustion, a grind she described to The Washington Post last year. The algorithms love her. But she resonates with humans, too. Roan is the kind of queer pop star who seems ready-made for the moment: referential, silly in a messy way yet aesthetically precise, and one of a kind.
"All pop stars are characters," says Norma Coates, a pop-music-focused professor at Ontario's Western University. But Roan is very explicit about her musical project being a performance of a kind of crass, bold femininity that's often suppressed.
Obviously, there are detractors. At one point earlier this year, the allegation that Roan is an "industry plant" -- that her sudden virality was somehow concocted in a board room -- became something of a meme. And, sure, she's a major-label pop star working with proven hitmakers, including Rodrigo's producer. But if you chart the rise and rise (and rise and rise) of this Midwest princess -- and talk to the key players who were there -- a stranger and more interesting story comes into focus.

Roan performs in 2017 in Seattle. (Jim Bennett/Getty Images)


Start in 2015, perhaps, when the then-17-year-old born Kayleigh Rose Amstutz was signed to Atlantic Records after uploading dark and edgy originals to YouTube. Or in 2018, when she met songwriter and producer Dan Nigro, and in early writing sessions wrote the songs "California" and "Pink Pony Club" with him. Or in August 2020, when Roan was dropped from the label and broke up with her longtime boyfriend the same week. The next year, she left Los Angeles and moved back home to Willard, Mo., working part-time jobs as a nanny and donut-shop staffer while writing music and building a following on social media.
But let's look at April 2020, before Atlantic dropped her, when Roan put "Pink Pony Club" out into the world. It had become a glittery dance-pop song with a showtune undercurrent about leaving home to make it in Hollywood, and it foreshadowed more campy, peppy, often very personal material that she created with Nigro, by then known for his work producing for Rodrigo. Nigro signed Roan to his Amusement Records imprint (which is distributed by Island Records), on which Roan is the only artist.
"When we wrote 'California' and we wrote 'Pink Pony Club,' and when we finished 'Red Wine Supernova,' I remember when we finally nailed the song, my body was tingling, ... and I'd run home and play it for my wife," Nigro says. He knew. Recording the songs that would become her debut, Nigro remembers thinking, "If I'm this excited about it, there's no way other people won't be as excited about it."
"The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess," a 14-song sleeper hit, debuted on Sept. 22, 2023. Roan had built enough of a fan base to notch listens in the low millions on Spotify. Even so, the album did not chart on the Billboard 200.
4.8 million U.S. weekly streams, week ending Sept. 28

Fans watch drag queen Veronica Pop open for Chappell Roan in October. (Mary Mathis for The Washington Post)


Two weeks after the album's release, at a Jewish open stage event in Boston, the lights trained on local drag performer Ari Ola as they prepared to serenade a bottle of Manischewitz wine. They danced in a tight red dress and fishnets as they lip-synced to Roan's "Red Wine Supernova," a "Midwest Princess" single.
The 23-year-old Ari Ola identified with Roan as a queer Midwesterner who felt drawn to the coasts, so they decided to ring in the Jewish new year with the song, which they had recently found on TikTok. "Everyone was like: 'What song is that? Who is that? I've never heard of that artist before,'" Ari Ola says. (The performer spoke to The Post on the condition that only their stage name be used because they feared professional repercussions for their risque performances.) "I definitely am not the earliest listener of hers, but it felt like somehow I was ahead of the curve by a few months." Now, Roan's kitschiest tracks are drag-show mainstays.
You can hear why. Witty, vaguely filthy songs such as "Red Wine Supernova" -- in which Roan jokes slyly to her romantic interest about having a "wand and a rabbit" (it's a sex toy joke) -- have become representative of Roan's brand of pop.
Among those into it: NPR music writer and Tiny Desk Concert co-creator Stephen Thompson, who first listened to Roan in 2022, when a colleague recommended the early single "Casual." He fell in love with the track -- a song about struggling through an unrequited situationship that Thompson calls a "perfect cocktail of ... lustful yet bored." When he heard all of "Midwest Princess," he knew he had to book Roan for a Tiny Desk Concert.
"She seemed to have really found who she is as an artist and how she wants to present herself," Thompson says. About her Tiny Desk, he remembers thinking: "If her vocals are as on point as I think they're going to be, I think she's really going to hit it out of the park."
10.8 million weekly U.S. streams, week ending March 28
At NPR's Washington, D.C., headquarters, Roan showed up in a poofy pink prom dress, ghost-pale foundation, exaggerated blue glitter eye shadow, thin eyebrows and heavily lined lips. As she sings, pink lipstick carefully smeared on her teeth catches the light. She's wearing a sky-high red beehive wig, accessorized with a tiara, butterfly clips and cigarette butts. Behind her, an all-femme band plays against the backdrop of crowded office shelves, black eyeliner smudged down their cheeks as though fresh from crying.
Thompson likens the experience of filming Roan's set to "capturing lightning in a bottle. I knew it was a special one."
"I was sitting there watching her Tiny Desk thinking, 'People are going to absolutely love this,'" he says. "I felt like this was going to thrill her fans. The people who love her are going to point at this and say, 'See!'"
And those who didn't know her already? Thompson says he noticed them in the set's YouTube comments, writing that they've "fallen down a rabbit hole forever."
Since it premiered on March 21, Roan's Tiny Desk entry has garnered 4.8 million views. But it also kick-started a broader shift into the mainstream for the artist, who had started to tour the country with Rodrigo only a month before. The week the Tiny Desk Concert premiered, Roan's total weekly U.S. streams jumped from 7.1 million to almost 11 million. "It ended up being perfect timing, I think, for what she and her people had in mind," Thompson says of the Tiny Desk Concert, which ended up being Stop 1 on Roan's road map to the summer charts. When he introduced Roan to the NPR office before her concert started, Thompson told his colleagues that they would remember this moment when the Grammys rolled around. "Her people were like, 'From your lips to God's ears,'" Thompson says. "And I think that's exactly how it's playing out."
11.4 million weekly U.S. streams, week ending April 4

Roan performs in Boston on April 1. (Matthew J. Lee/Boston Globe/Getty Images)


During the spring, Roan played 24 sold-out shows from California to Boston, introducing herself to tens of thousands of new fans each night.
That includes music industry veteran and Emerson College professor Kristin Lieb, who studies the relationships between gender and sexuality in music marketing. She attended Rodrigo's April 2 show in Boston, Roan's last on the tour. Lieb was blown away by Roan's set, which she described as a "performance journey that is something like drag and something like a concert and something like a singalong."
"If you're there for Olivia Rodrigo and you got there early, you're seeing someone who is very similar, and she's a great performer," Lieb says. "And performance is really what converts people with her. ... Seeing her makes you want to know more about her."
24.7 million U.S. weekly streams, week ending April 11
With everything on the upswing, Roan released a new single, "Good Luck, Babe!" It's a song about compulsory heterosexuality; it became yet another example of accidentally perfect timing, Nigro says. Originally conceptualized for "Midwest Princess," the track didn't feel complete to Nigro and Roan, so they continued working on it. By April, it was ready -- in all of its homecoming-dance synth-pop glory. "I look at it as if it was all meant to be. That song was meant to wait," Nigro says.
The mid-album-cycle release gave Roan's fans something to chew on in the lead-up to a jam-packed summer festival schedule.
During the single's release week, Roan's U.S. streams more than doubled, according to industry data and insights company Luminate. That week alone, they jumped from 11 million to 25 million. It is now, by far, her biggest hit to date.
36.6 million U.S. weekly streams, week ending April 25

Roan performs at Weekend 1 of Coachella in April. (Lucienne Nghiem)


More than 10 million more weekly streams later, on April 12 and 19, Roan would perform at Coachella's Gobi tent, usually reserved for smaller artists. During Weekend 1, she performed to a crowd that extended beyond the tent in a studded heavy-metal shirt and a latex top that read "Eat Me." That performance marked the live festival debut of "Good Luck, Babe!" and soon went viral.
"Chappell roan performing at coachella you will be remembered for generations," one user wrote on X, sharing a video of Roan's performance. As she crawls along the floor and belts the song's chorus -- a warning to a missed connection, "And when you think about me, all of those years ago/ You're standing face to face with 'I told you so'" -- the audience can be heard clearly, singing every word.
Videos from her performance on the second weekend of Coachella show that, by the time she walked out in a massive pink butterfly suit (inspired by Lady Miss Kier of dance-music group Deee-Lite), the audience seemed even more excited. There were more cowboy hats, more glitter and more hands following the motions to Roan's "Hot to Go!" dance, which she had first posted on TikTok months before.
For the week ending April 20, "Good Luck, Babe!" became Roan's first track to break into the Billboard Hot 100, at No. 77.
38.9 million weekly U.S. streams, week ending May 30

Roan performs during the Boston Calling Music Festival on May 26. (Taylor Hill/Getty Images for Boston Calling)


By the time Ari Ola, the drag performer in Boston, saw Roan at the Boston Calling festival on May 26, the singer was popular enough to attract one of the biggest crowds of the weekend -- reportedly larger than that of some headliners. On a hot, sunny Sunday at 4:05 p.m., Roan played an early daytime set to more than 40,000 people. She did so in white face paint and Edith Piaf-style eyebrows, with a fire-engine-red burlesque bodysuit to match.
"I would wager that a lot of people probably bought tickets to see Megan [Thee Stallion] and Hozier and the Killers, and then in the subsequent months found themselves becoming big fans of Chappell Roan," says Boston Calling booking director Peter Boyd.
Those new fans arrived early, he says, noting a "large contingent of pink hats in the line before we even opened the doors."
"It felt like something had clicked, and it felt like suddenly the crowd got it. They suddenly got her," Ari Ola says. They had seen Roan play in Boston in October for the Midwest Princess Tour, but this was different. "Before, it still felt like she was pitching herself to the crowd," they say. "Versus when she walked out in Boston Calling, it was: 'You know who I am, and you know how great this is going to be. I don't need to sell or pitch anything to you. You know what you're getting already'"
55.6 million weekly U.S. streams, week ending June 13
66.7 million weekly U.S. streams, week ending June 20

Roan poses with bandmates Devon Eisenbarger, Lucy Ritter and Allee Futterer at the Governors Ball in New York in June. (Lucienne Nghiem)


On June 9, Roan took the stage at Governors Ball in New York City inside of a giant apple, covered in green face paint and dressed as the Statue of Liberty, with an oversize joint lit in hand. "I was speechless," says Katie Schantz, a Miami resident and longtime Roan fan who flew to New York for the festival. "The assless chaps? The green? In the apple? I was like, 'She is the woman of the year.'"
The videos of the Governors Ball performance went viral -- virtually inescapable on TikTok and X for weeks afterward -- and by the time Roan was set to perform at Bonnaroo in Manchester, Tenn., on June 16, festival organizers decided to upgrade her to a bigger stage.
During a concert in Raleigh, N.C., shortly before Bonnaroo, Roan broke down in tears. "I just feel a little off today, 'cause I think that my career is going really fast, and it's really hard to keep up," she told the crowd. "... This is all I've ever wanted. It's just heavy sometimes, I think."

Roan performs at Bonnaroo on June 16. (Amy Harris/Invision/AP)


"She has been rocket-launched into fame, and I feel like it might be overwhelming for her," says Sydney Rose, a fan at Boston Calling, adding that Roan's rise felt to many like an "overnight sensation."
"It's been pretty incredible, to say the least," Nigro says. "Kayleigh and I have worked on this record literally for years and years and years, so I always felt deep down in my heart that we were creating something really special and that it was just going to take a minute for the world to catch on to it. And so, to see it start to happen, it just feels insane."
"It's kind of what I was always dreaming for her," he added.
Dreams are one thing, but numbers say another. For the week ending July 4, Roan had 82,683,704 U.S. streams -- a more than 1,600 percent increase from the week she released "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess." There has been no fall yet.
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How political cartoonists drew Biden's historic exit and Harris's rise
The shaken-up presidential race has reinvigorated editorial cartoonists on the right and left.
By Michael Cavna | 2024-07-24

(Nick Anderson/RA News-Tribune)


Nothing engages political cartoonists quite like a fresh campaign showdown. With the emergence of Vice President Harris this week as Donald Trump's potential opponent in the race for the White House, editorial artists on the right and left are gearing up to rise to the national challenge.
Since President Biden announced Sunday that he was ending his reelection bid, the spotlight and donor dollars have quickly shifted to Harris. Meanwhile, Trump supporters are adjusting their lines of verbal attack to a new potential foe. All of that "seems to have re-energized this election," said Dave Whamond of the Cagle Cartoons syndicate. "And, in turn, it has re-energized us cartoonists."
Within 24 hours of the Biden bombshell, many artists homed in on three satiric questions: How should they characterize the president's exit from the campaign? How should they depict the fresh focus on Harris as his likely replacement? And how should they anticipate and frame the GOP response?
Adam Zyglis, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist for the Buffalo News, saw Biden's decision as a noble one of putting country over self, so he drew the president holding the door for Lady Liberty as he says, "After you."

(Adam Zyglis/Buffalo News)


"I chose this concept in part because Joe Biden represents old-fashioned grace and decency, especially in stark contrast to former president Trump's crass and self-serving rhetoric," Zyglis said. "The simple act of holding a door open for someone is a metaphor for selflessness."
He rendered Lady Liberty stepping forward to connote "democracy first" and "left her faceless to hint at a strong woman taking the lead from here," Zyglis said, adding that the caption "plays off the disingenuous language of the right to illustrate what it really means to put the country first. Biden's move was a great act of patriotism in a political age that often lacks such humility."

(Jack Ohman/Smerconish.com)


Jack Ohman, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist drawing for Smerconish.com, also paid tribute to Biden, who was in Delaware recovering from covid. Ohman depicts Biden being showered with thanks next to the caption, "Out of isolation." "I was going to draw the president in isolation in a darkened room looking out at a crowd calling for him to leave," Ohman said. "Then he left, and the emotional outpouring for this man moved me to draw him out of isolation and basking in what he rightfully deserves: applause for a great job."

(Al Goodwyn/Creators.com)


Al Goodwyn of Creators, by contrast, believed that it was high time for Biden to exit, so he drew a dazed president recognizing the writing on a wall that's telling him to withdraw. His cartoon about "the drastic change in Biden's stature was a natural mashup of two elements," Goodwyn said. "One: Biden finally seeing 'the writing on the wall.' The other: his fate as Humpty Dumpty after locking up the Democratic Party's nomination [and] taking a tumble from that same wall. In reality, he was aided by a heavy nudge."
Nick Anderson, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist for the RA News-Tribune, satirized what he views as the forces behind Biden's announcement; spinning the president's own words, he drew Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) as party power broker strongly urging him out. "I'm certain there were many voices that persuaded Biden to make this decision," said Anderson, who called this outcome the right move, "but I doubt any loomed as large as Nancy Pelosi's."

(Scott Stantis/Chicago Tribune)


Many artists deployed the visual metaphor of Biden passing the torch to Harris. In the eyes of the Chicago Tribune's Scott Stantis, though, Biden held the torch too long. From the 2020 campaign, Stantis understood Biden's position to be, "I'm going to serve one term, [then] the torch is going to be passed," Stantis recalled, adding: "That's what should've happened."

(Lalo Alcaraz/Andrews McMeel Syndication )


Some satirists, including Anderson, lampooned how the Trump campaign painted Biden as the older-seeming candidate in this race -- and how that dynamic shifts if Trump runs against Harris. "I tweeted a joke saying that now that Biden has exited the race, Trump is too old to be president, especially when comparing him to" Harris, said Lalo Alcaraz, the Herblock Prize-winning cartoonist for Andrews McMeel Syndication. "I saw how viral that went, so I decided to make it into a cartoon." Alcaraz depicts Trump with hate symbols as criticism of what he views as "Trump's racist and authoritarian language," which the artist says is "alarming and a real threat to myself, immigrants and other people of color."

(Liza Donnelly/Medium)


Liza Donnelly and Clay Bennett were among the artists who chose to tout Harris as a promising pick to be the Democratic nominee. "Harris has been and is a powerful advocate for women's rights, and it is exciting to see her candidacy for president take off with such strong support from the Democratic base," said Donnelly, who draws for Medium, adding: "It is a different world than when Hillary Clinton ran for president, and I believe that our country is ready for a woman president." (Donnelly is working on a film about female cartoonists.)
Bennett, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist for the Chattanooga Times Free Press, drew Harris as a boost of electric energy to a party that had been running low and "wallowing in pessimism for weeks." Seeing how quickly Harris "had energized the Democratic Party's confidence, it wasn't much of a leap to compare her to the charger I look for every time my phone is low on power," Bennett said. "Hopefully the Democratic Party can hold a charge longer than my cellphone is able to."

(Clay Bennett/Chattanooga Times Free Press)


Ann Telnaes, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist for The Washington Post, drew why she sees a choice between Harris and Trump as a no-brainer. The rise of Harris also has Telnaes reflecting on three decades of media coverage of Clinton: "It wasn't just the Republicans who attacked her. The news media was also guilty of using sexist narratives and labels they would never use with a male politician. I'm not talking about legitimate criticism of policies, but the personal attacks just because she is a woman."

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)


"The Trump campaign has already started this tactic," Telnaes added. "We'll see if the news media will follow suit or stick to the facts of each candidate."
In a similar vein, Pedro X. Molina of Counterpoint Media depicted a crazed GOP elephant in a MAGA cap pivoting from ageism to racism and chauvinism among its file of "hate tactics." Biden's decision to withdraw is causing nervousness and "discontent on the MAGA side, which will now have to recalibrate its 'strategy' of disqualification against its new opponent," Molina said.

(Pedro X. Molina/Counterpoint Media)


In a visual nod to the comic strip "Bloom County" and its bedroom closet of anxieties, Whamond drew Trump facing the prospect of Harris. "My immediate thought was this is Trump's worst nightmare: having to face off against a strong, powerful woman of color. A prosecutor  versus  a felon," Whamond said. "Now Trump is the tired, old candidate, and Harris is the young, vibrant new kid in town."

(Dave Whamond/Cagle Cartoons)


And Darrin Bell, the Pulitzer-winning cartoonist for King Features Syndicate, drew a Harris foe using artificial intelligence prompts to find racist and misogynistic insults.

(Darrin Bell/King Features Syndicate)


"Benjamin Banneker. Frederick Douglass. Thurgood Marshall. The civil rights movement. Stacey Abrams. Letitia James. Alvin Bragg. And now, potentially, Kamala Harris. Black Americans have always been instrumental in helping to course-correct this country when it's strayed away from its founding principles," Bell said. "And that really ticks off those who want the country to stray from its founding principles. It was obvious that racist and sexist attacks against Harris would accelerate as soon as Biden withdrew.
"The transition to Kamala Harris is exciting, especially to younger voters," Bell continued. "After Biden's historically awful debate, it's an enormous relief."
Michael Cavna is a former Post staff writer and the creator of its "Comic Riffs" column.
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Washington Post paperback bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.
By Becky Meloan | 2024-07-24
1 TOMORROW, AND TOMORROW, AND TOMORROW (Vintage, $19). By Gabrielle Zevin. Two friends run a successful video design company while testing the boundaries of their relationship.
2 A COURT OF THORNS AND ROSES (Bloomsbury, $19). By Sarah J. Maas. A threat is growing over a magical land where a huntress is being held captive.
3 JUST FOR THE SUMMER (Forever, $17.99). By Abby Jimenez. Despite a couple's plans to keep things lighthearted, their summer fling turns serious.
4 HAPPY PLACE (Berkley, $19). By Emily Henry. At a friend group's annual getaway, one couple hides the fact that they have split.
5 THE HOUSEMAID (Grand Central, $12.99). By Freida McFadden. A woman with a troubled past is grateful for employment as a housemaid until things take a sinister turn.
6 NOT IN LOVE (Berkley, $19). By Ali Hazelwood. An engineer at a biotech start-up fights an attraction to the man planning a hostile takeover of her company.
7 A COURT OF MIST AND FURY (Bloomsbury, $19). By Sarah J. Maas. A woman struggles with her loyalty towards two warring courts.
8 THE HOUSEMAID IS WATCHING (Poisoned Pen, $17.99). By Freida McFadden. A former housemaid moves into her dream home and finds that the neighbors may be harboring secrets as dangerous as her own.
9 THE SEVEN HUSBANDS OF EVELYN HUGO (Washington Square, $17). By Taylor Jenkins Reid. A Hollywood icon recounts the story of her glamorous life to a young reporter, and both discover the cost of fame.
10 IT ENDS WITH US (Atria, $16.99). By Colleen Hoover. A woman questions her relationship with a commitment-phobic partner when her old flame appears.
1 THE ART THIEF (Vintage, $18). By Michael Finkel. Over three hundred art objects were stolen by one man who kept them in a secret room.
2 BRAIDING SWEETGRASS (Milkweed, $20). By Robin Wall Kimmerer. Essays by an indigenous scientist offer lessons in reciprocal awareness between people and plants.
3 THE HUNDRED YEARS' WAR ON PALESTINE (Picador, $19.99). By Rashid Khalidi. A historian of the Middle East traces events from 1917 to 2017 to argue that the conflict between Israel and Gaza is a war of colonial conquest.
4 THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE (Penguin, $19). By Bessel van der Kolk. A scientific look at how trauma can reshape a person's body and brain.
5 ALL ABOUT LOVE (Morrow, $16.99). By bell hooks. The first volume in the iconic feminist's "Love Song to the Nation" trilogy considers compassion as a form of love.
6 HILLBILLY ELEGY (Harper, $17.99). By J.D. Vance. The U.S. Senator and vice presidential candidate's analysis of White working-class Americans and their politics through the lens of his rural upbringing.
7 EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT LOVE (Harper Perennial, $18.99). By Dolly Alderton. A British journalist shares stories chronicling her attempts at finding happiness and love.
8 KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON (Vintage, $18). By David Grann. A look at the FBI's investigation of Native American deaths in 1920s Oklahoma.
9 FRIENDS, LOVERS, AND THE BIG TERRIBLE THING (Flatiron, $29.99). By Matthew Perry. The "Friends" star opens up about his childhood, career and lifelong battles with addiction.
10 CRYING IN H MART (Vintage, $17). By Michelle Zauner. A Korean American indie rockstar chronicles her relationship with her mother and their shared culture.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended July 21. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2024 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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Commanders training camp tracker: Takeaways from Day 2 of practice
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Varun Shankar | 2024-07-25
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn. Already, the Commanders received a bit of good news: Rookie defensive tackle Johnny Newton, who was placed on the non-football injury list last week, was activated after passing his physical Tuesday afternoon.
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Jayden Daniels is splitting reps as training camp starts, but that won't last
Coach Dan Quinn preaches the virtues of competition, but it already seems clear that the rookie quarterback will be the Commanders' Week 1 starter.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-07-24

Rookie Jayden Daniels throws on the first day of Washington Commanders training camp. (Luis M. Alvarez/AP) 


Even though Jayden Daniels split first-team reps with Marcus Mariota on Wednesday, the first day of Washington Commanders training camp, it's still clear the team is not holding a real quarterback "competition" this summer.
It's more accurate to say it is Daniels's job to lose and that first-year coach Dan Quinn, who arrived preaching the virtues of competition, seems to be calling it a "competition" because he feels compelled to make every player compete for everything -- no exceptions.
So Daniels -- barring injury or major regression -- is expected to start the season opener. The next questions: Will splitting reps slow his ability to build rapport with offensive teammates? And how long will he share time with Mariota before Quinn officially names the rookie the starter?
For now, splitting reps will slow offensive cohesion "for some people more than others," right tackle Andrew Wylie said, but he noted the team has nearly seven weeks before its Week 1 opener at Tampa Bay on Sept. 8.
The quarterback rotation isn't a big deal, added star wide receiver Terry McLaurin, who has caught passes from 11 quarterbacks in his five-year career.
"I've been able to adapt," he said with a sort of verbal shrug. "It just forces everybody to communicate a little bit more."
During their first practice, the Commanders focused on the red zone, and Daniels was clearly the team's best quarterback. He showed confidence and crispness with tight-window throws and dropped a beautiful lob into the back right corner of the end zone for running back Brian Robinson Jr. Daniels rarely used his legs to escape trouble and did not throw an interception.
McLaurin was impressed by Daniels's ball placement on one short "hitch" route, which he said is usually difficult to complete when a defensive back has help behind him and can play tighter coverage without having to worry about getting beaten down the field.
In this case, Daniels's throw was low and away, which may have looked awkward because it forced McLaurin to twist backward to make the catch, but the receiver thought it was perfect because only he could make a play on it.
Afterward, McLaurin said, he and Daniels talked about how the throw could have been delivered high to his outside shoulder as well.
"He just has a natural feel for [ball placement], and you can see it by the way he operates," McLaurin said. "It's not always going to be perfect, but just to have that mindset ... I'm expecting that now. So, when I come out of my routes, I have a good idea where he is going to put it."

First-year coach Dan Quinn is leading Commanders training camp. (Luis M. Alvarez/AP) 


The team started with red-zone work, Quinn said, because condensed spacing allows players to ramp up slowly and forces them to make quicker decisions. That's why, he said, the coaching staff won't grade the tape solely on completions.
"What was the decision-making process that went along with it?" said Quinn, who spoke before practice. "It is the time that you have to push yourself to see if you can make some plays. ... If you never push those boundaries to see what you are capable of, you'll never know how far you can take it in a game. Because you certainly don't want to be risk averse where you're so tight that you don't want to make a play. But there also has to be the balance."
The lack of competition between Daniels and Mariota does not mean the Commanders are without a quarterback battle. Jeff Driskel and undrafted rookie Sam Hartman seem to be fighting for the third spot, which in the dog days of summer might not seem important but is certainly something the new regime cares about.
Two seasons ago, General Manager Adam Peters was in San Francisco's front office when injuries to the top two quarterbacks forced the 49ers to use running back Christian McCaffrey as a wildcat quarterback in the NFC championship game.
On Wednesday, Driskel was ahead of Hartman in reps. It's unclear whether the team will keep its third quarterback on the active roster or the practice squad. But it's clear what will happen at the top of the depth chart.
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