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US and Russia complete biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet history, freeing Gershkovich and Whelan

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia has released Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and another imprisoned American, Paul Whelan, as part of a prisoner exchange negotiated by the Biden administration and completed just months before the U.S. presidential election.
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            This photo combination shows, clockwise from top left: Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, corporate security executive Paul Whelan, former head of Open Russia movement Andrei Pivovarov, Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza, Prague-based editor for the U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service Alsu Kurmasheva, and Lilia Chanysheva, former coordinator of regional offices of the late opposition figure Alexei Navalny. (AP Photo)
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            This photo combination shows, in the centre, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, and clockwise from top left are Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza, corporate security executive and former U.S. Marine Paul Whelan, Lilia Chanysheva, former coordinator of regional offices of the late opposition figure Alexei Navalny, co-chair of the Nobel Peace Prize winning Memorial Human Rights Centre Oleg Orlov, artist and musician Sasha Skochilenko, Russian opposition activist and former municipal deputy of the Krasnoselsky district Ilya Yashin, government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service Alsu Kurmasheva and former head of Open Russia movement Andrei Pivovarov. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands listening to the verdict in a glass cage of a courtroom inside the building of "Palace of justice," in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 14

                                    
                                    FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands listening to the verdict in a glass cage of a courtroom inside the building of "Palace of justice," in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            FILE - Paul Whelan, a former U.S. Marine who was arrested on espionage charges, listens to the verdict in court in Moscow, Russia, on June 15, 2020. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Moscow News Agency photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza gestures standing in a glass cage in a courtroom during announcement of the verdict on appeal at the Moscow City Court in Moscow, Russia, on July 31, 2023. Kara-Murza, a prominent opposition politician and a dual Russian-U.K. citizen, was convicted of treason and other charges in 2023 and sentenced to 25 years in prison. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Russian opposition activist and former municipal deputy of the Krasnoselsky district Ilya Yashin stands inside a glass cubicle in a courtroom prior to a hearing in Moscow, Russia, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Yury Kochetkov/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 14

                                    
                                    FILE - Russian opposition activist and former municipal deputy of the Krasnoselsky district Ilya Yashin stands inside a glass cubicle in a courtroom prior to a hearing in Moscow, Russia, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Yury Kochetkov/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Alsu Kurmasheva, an editor for the U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service, attends a court hearing in Kazan, Russia on May 31, 2024. Kurmasheva, a dual Russia-U.S. national employed by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, was convicted July 19 of spreading false information about the Russian army and sentenced to 61/2 years in prison. Her family and RFE/RL have rejected the charges. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Lilia Chanysheva makes a heart gesture as she stands in a cage during a hearing in Kirovskiy District Court in Ufa, Russia, on Wednesday, June 14, 2023. Chanysheva, a former associate of the late opposition politician Alexei Navalny, was convicted in 2023 of extremism charges, widely seen as politically motivated, and sentenced to 91/2 years in prison. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Andrei Pivovarov, former head of Open Russia movement, speaks with media in Moscow, Russia, on July 9, 2020.Pivovarov, a prominent opposition figure, was convicted in 2022 of involvement in an "undesirable" organization and sentenced to four years in prison. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo/Denis Kaminev, File)
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            FILE - The co-chair of the Nobel Peace Prize winning Memorial Human Rights Centre Oleg Orlov gestures standing in a glass cage after he was taken into custody in the courtroom during court session for a new trial on charges of repeated discrediting Russian military, in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Orlov, a veteran human rights campaigner, was convicted of publicly discrediting the Russian military and sentenced to 21/2 years in prison in 2024. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            FILE - Sasha Skochilenko, a 33 year-old artist and musician shows a heart behind bars in the court room as she waits for a hearing in the Vasileostrovsky district court in St. Petersburg, Russia, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. Skochilenko, an artist and musician, was convicted in 2023 of spreading false information about the Russian military and sentenced to seven years in prison. She denied the charges. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, Pool, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 14

                                    
                                    FILE - Sasha Skochilenko, a 33 year-old artist and musician shows a heart behind bars in the court room as she waits for a hearing in the Vasileostrovsky district court in St. Petersburg, Russia, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. Skochilenko, an artist and musician, was convicted in 2023 of spreading false information about the Russian military and sentenced to seven years in prison. She denied the charges. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, Pool, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 14 | 
            Planes believed to be carrying prisoners coming from Russia upon their arrival at the Ankara Airport, Turkey, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024.The United States and Russia completed their biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet history on Thursday, with Moscow releasing Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and Michigan corporate security executive Paul Whelan in a multinational deal that set some two dozen people free, according to officials in Turkey, where the exchange took place. (AP Photo)
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            Planes believed to be carrying prisoners coming from Russia upon their arrival at the Ankara Airport, Turkey, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. The United States and Russia completed their biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet history on Thursday, with Moscow releasing Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and Michigan corporate security executive Paul Whelan in a multinational deal that set some two dozen people free, according to officials in Turkey, where the exchange took place. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 14

                                    
                                    Planes believed to be carrying prisoners coming from Russia upon their arrival at the Ankara Airport, Turkey, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. The United States and Russia completed their biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet history on Thursday, with Moscow releasing Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and Michigan corporate security executive Paul Whelan in a multinational deal that set some two dozen people free, according to officials in Turkey, where the exchange took place. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 14 | 
            President Joe Biden, center, delivers remarks on a prisoner swap with Russia from the State Dining Room of the White House, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of a massive prisoner swap involving Russia and the United States.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The United States and Russia completed their biggest prisoner swap in post-Soviet history on Thursday, with Moscow releasing journalist Evan Gershkovich and fellow American Paul Whelan, along with dissidents including Vladimir Kara-Murza, in a multinational deal that set two dozen people free, the White House said.
Astonishing in scope, the trade followed years of secretive back-channel negotiations despite relations between Washington and Moscow being at their lowest point since the Cold War after Russian President Vladimir Putin's February 2022 invasion of Ukraine. 
The deal was the latest in a series of prisoner swaps negotiated between Russia and the U.S. in the past two years but the first to require significant concessions from other countries, with seven nations agreeing to give up 24 prisoners. It was trumpeted as a "diplomatic feat" by President Joe Biden, who called the news an "incredible relief" and said the detainees' "brutal ordeal was over."

    


"Today is a powerful example of why it's vital to have friends in this world," he said in an address from the White House while joined by families of four -- three Americans and one green card holder -- who were released.




But the welcome news was still sure to spark concerns over the imbalance of the deal -- with Russia freeing journalists, dissidents and others convicted in a highly politicized court system in exchange for people the West regards as rightfully charged -- and whether it gives foreign actors seeking leverage over the U.S. an incentive to take prisoners. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under the deal, Russia released Gershkovich, a reporter for The Wall Street Journal who was jailed in 2023 and convicted in July of espionage charges that he and the U.S. vehemently denied and called baseless; Whelan, a Michigan corporate security executive jailed since 2018, also on espionage charges he and Washington have denied; and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalist Alsu Kurmasheva, a dual U.S.-Russian citizen convicted in July of spreading false information about the Russian military, accusations her family and employer have rejected.

    


Emma Tucker, the Journal's top editor, called it a "day of great joy" and said: "I cannot even begin to describe the happiness and relief that this news brings and I know all of you wil feel the same." 
Biden placed securing the release of Americans held wrongfully overseas at the top of his foreign policy agenda for the six months before he leaves office. In his Oval Office address to the American people discussing his recent decision to drop his bid for a second term, the Democrat said, "We're also working around the clock to bring home Americans being unjustly detained all around the world." 
The dissidents released included Kara-Murza, a Kremlin critic and Pulitzer Prize-winning writer serving 25 years on charges of treason widely seen as politically motivated, 11 political prisoners being held in Russia, including associates of the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, and a German national arrested in Belarus.

    


The Russian side got Vadim Krasikov, who was convicted in Germany in 2021 of killing a former Chechen rebel in a Berlin park two years earlier, apparently on the orders of Moscow's security services. 
Russia also received two alleged sleeper agents who were jailed in Slovenia, as well as three men charged by federal authorities in the U.S., including Roman Seleznev, a convicted computer hacker and the son of a Russian lawmaker, and Vadim Konoshchenok, a suspected Russian intelligence operative accused of providing American-made electronics and ammunition to the Russian military. Norway returned an academic arrested on suspicions of being a Russian spy, and Poland also sent back a man it detained.
Thursday's swap of 24 prisoners surpassed a deal involving 14 people that was struck in 2010. In that exchange, Washington freed 10 Russians living in the U.S. as sleepers, while Moscow deported four Russians, including Sergei Skripal, a double agent working with British intelligence. He and his daughter in 2018 were nearly killed in Britain by nerve agent poisoning blamed on Russian agents.

    


Speculation had mounted for weeks that a swap was near because of a confluence of unusual developments, including a startingly quick trial and conviction for Gershkovich, which Washington regarded as a sham. He was sentenced to 16 years in a maximum-security prison.
In a trial that concluded in two days in secrecy in the same week as Gershkovich's, Kurmasheva was convicted on charges of spreading false information about the Russian military that her family, employer and U.S. officials rejected. 
Also in recent days, several other figures imprisoned in Russia for speaking out against the war in Ukraine or over their work with Navalny were moved from prison to unknown locations.

    


Gershkovich was arrested March 29, 2023, while on a reporting trip to the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg. Authorities claimed, without offering any evidence, that he was gathering secret information for the U.S. The son of Soviet emigres who settled in New Jersey, he moved to Russia in 2017 to work for The Moscow Times newspaper before being hired by the Journal in 2022.
He had more than a dozen closed hearings over the extension of his pretrial detention or appeals for his release. He was taken to the courthouse in handcuffs and appeared in the defendants' cage, often smiling for the many cameras.
U.S. officials last year made an offer to swap Gershkovich that was rejected by Russia, and Biden's Democratic administration had not made public any possible deals since then. 
Gershkovich was designated as wrongfully detained, as was Whelan, who was detained in December 2018 after traveling to Russia for a wedding. Whelan was convicted of espionage charges, which he and the U.S. have also said were false and trumped up, and he was serving a 16-year prison sentence.
Whelan had been excluded from prior high-profile deals involving Russia, including the April 2022 swap by Moscow of imprisoned Marine veteran Trevor Reed for Konstantin Yaroshenko, a Russian pilot convicted in a drug trafficking conspiracy. That December, the U.S. released notorious arms trafficker Viktor Bout in exchange for getting back WNBA star Brittney Griner, who'd been jailed on drug charges.
___
Litvinova reported from Tallinn, Estonia.
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Who's in the massive prisoner swap between Russia and the West?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia has released Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and another imprisoned American, Paul Whelan, as part of a prisoner exchange negotiated by the Biden administration and completed just months before the U.S. presidential election.
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            This photo combination shows, in the centre, Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, and clockwise from top left are Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza, corporate security executive and former U.S. Marine Paul Whelan, Lilia Chanysheva, former coordinator of regional offices of the late opposition figure Alexei Navalny, co-chair of the Nobel Peace Prize winning Memorial Human Rights Centre Oleg Orlov, artist and musician Sasha Skochilenko, Russian opposition activist and former municipal deputy of the Krasnoselsky district Ilya Yashin, government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service Alsu Kurmasheva and former head of Open Russia movement Andrei Pivovarov. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands listening to the verdict in a glass cage of a courtroom inside the building of "Palace of justice," in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Paul Whelan, a former U.S. Marine who was arrested on espionage charges, listens to the verdict in court in Moscow, Russia, on June 15, 2020. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Moscow News Agency photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian opposition activist and former municipal deputy of the Krasnoselsky district Ilya Yashin stands inside a glass cubicle in a courtroom prior to a hearing in Moscow, Russia, Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. (Yury Kochetkov/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            This photo combination shows, clockwise from top left: Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, corporate security executive Paul Whelan, former head of Open Russia movement Andrei Pivovarov, Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza, Prague-based editor for the U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service Alsu Kurmasheva, and Lilia Chanysheva, former coordinator of regional offices of the late opposition figure Alexei Navalny. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Sasha Skochilenko, a 33 year-old artist and musician shows a heart behind bars in the court room as she waits for a hearing in the Vasileostrovsky district court in St. Petersburg, Russia, Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. Skochilenko, an artist and musician, was convicted in 2023 of spreading false information about the Russian military and sentenced to seven years in prison. She denied the charges. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, Pool, File)
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            FILE - The co-chair of the Nobel Peace Prize winning Memorial Human Rights Centre Oleg Orlov gestures standing in a glass cage after he was taken into custody in the courtroom during court session for a new trial on charges of repeated discrediting Russian military, in Moscow, Russia, on Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Orlov, a veteran human rights campaigner, was convicted of publicly discrediting the Russian military and sentenced to 21/2 years in prison in 2024. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            FILE - Lilia Chanysheva makes a heart gesture as she stands in a cage during a hearing in Kirovskiy District Court in Ufa, Russia, on Wednesday, June 14, 2023. Chanysheva, a former associate of the late opposition politician Alexei Navalny, was convicted in 2023 of extremism charges, widely seen as politically motivated, and sentenced to 91/2 years in prison. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Andrei Pivovarov, former head of Open Russia movement, speaks with media in Moscow, Russia, on July 9, 2020.Pivovarov, a prominent opposition figure, was convicted in 2022 of involvement in an "undesirable" organization and sentenced to four years in prison. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo/Denis Kaminev, File)
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            FILE - Russian opposition activist Vladimir Kara-Murza gestures standing in a glass cage in a courtroom during announcement of the verdict on appeal at the Moscow City Court in Moscow, Russia, on July 31, 2023. Kara-Murza, a prominent opposition politician and a dual Russian-U.K. citizen, was convicted of treason and other charges in 2023 and sentenced to 25 years in prison. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Alsu Kurmasheva, an editor for the U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service, attends a court hearing in Kazan, Russia on May 31, 2024. Kurmasheva, a dual Russia-U.S. national employed by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, was convicted July 19 of spreading false information about the Russian army and sentenced to 61/2 years in prison. Her family and RFE/RL have rejected the charges. (AP Photo, File)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of a massive prisoner swap involving Russia and the United States.


    


TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- One spent over 51/2 years behind bars in Russia while other, higher-profile detainees were released ahead of him. Another was jailed for only a few months. They include journalists, veteran political activists and those simply opposed to the war in Ukraine. The youngest is 19, the oldest 71.
Among the Russians jailed in the West were alleged sleeper agents who lived double lives. Others were convicted of hacking computers. One was imprisoned for the brazen, daytime shooting death of a man in a Berlin park.
On Thursday, they walked free - part of the largest East-West civilian prisoner swap since the Cold War:
Released by Russia and Belarus
EVAN GERSHKOVICH, a Wall Street Journal reporter, was detained in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg in March 2023. Without providing evidence, authorities accused him of "gathering secret information" at the CIA's behest about a military equipment factory -- an allegation that Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government vehemently denied. Jailed since then, a court convicted Gershkovich, 32, of espionage in July after a closed trial and sentenced him to 16 years in prison. 

    


PAUL WHELAN, a corporate security executive from Michigan, was arrested in 2018 in Moscow, where he was attending a friend's wedding. He was accused of espionage, convicted in 2020 and sentenced to 16 years in prison. Whelan, 54, has rejected the charges as fabricated.




ALSU KURMASHEVA, a dual U.S.-Russian national, was arrested in 2023 in her hometown of Kazan, where she was visiting her ailing mother. The Prague-based editor for the U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty's Tatar-Bashkir service was accused of not self-reporting as a "foreign agent" and was convicted in July of spreading false information about the Russian military -- charges rejected by her family and employer. Kurmasheva, 47, was sentenced to 61/2 years in prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

VLADIMIR KARA-MURZA, a dual Russian-U.K. citizen and prominent opposition politician, was arrested in 2022, after criticizing the war in Ukraine that had begun weeks earlier. He was convicted in 2023 of treason and other charges and sentenced to 25 years in prison in a case he calls politically motivated. A columnist for The Washington Post, Kara-Murza, 42, was awarded the Pulitzer Prize this year. He fell ill in 2015 and 2017 from two near-fatal poisonings he blames on the Kremlin. His wife and lawyers say his health is deteriorating in prison as a result of the poisonings.

    


ILYA YASHIN is a prominent Kremlin critic who was serving an 8 1/2-year sentence for criticizing Russia's war in Ukraine. Yashin, a former member of a Moscow municipal council, was one of the few well-known opposition activists to stay in Russia since the war. 
ANDREI PIVOVAROV, 42, headed the opposition group Open Russia, which authorities outlawed in 2021. He was pulled off a flight and arrested that same year. In 2022, he was convicted of carrying out activities of an "undesirable" organization and sentenced to four years in prison.
OLEG ORLOV, a veteran human rights campaigner, was convicted of discrediting the Russian military and sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison in February for his protests of the war in Ukraine. Orlov, 71, is co-chairman of the Nobel Peace Prize-winning human rights group Memorial.

    


SASHA SKOCHILENKO, 33, was convicted and sentenced to seven years in prison in November 2023 for replacing several price tags in a supermarket with anti-war slogans.
KSENIA FADEYEVA, LILIA CHANYSHEVA and VADIM OSTANIN are former coordinators of regional offices of the late opposition figure Alexei Navalny. They were arrested after Navalny's political network was outlawed in 2021 and later convicted of extremism. Fadeyeva, 32, and Ostanin, 47, were sentenced to 9 years in prison each, and Chanysheva, 42, got a 9 1/2-year term.
KEVIN LIK, 19, a dual Russian-German national, was arrested in southern Russia in February 2023 and accused of taking pictures of a military unit and sending the photos to a "representative of a foreign state." Court officials said he was opposed to the war in Ukraine. He was convicted of treason and sentenced to four years in prison, with rights advocates saying Lik, who was 17 at the time of his arrest, was the youngest person convicted of that crime.

    


RICO KRIEGER, a German medical worker, was convicted in Belarus of terrorism charges in June, and sentenced to death. He was pardoned Tuesday by authoritarian President Alexander Lukashenko.
DEMURI VORONIN, a dual Russian-German national, is a political scientist who ran a consultancy that reportedly collaborated with journalists. He was arrested in 2021, convicted of treason in 2023 and sentenced to 13 years and three months in prison. He was implicated in the treason trial of Ivan Safronov, who allegedly passed him information about Russian military activities, which Voronin allegedly then gave to German intelligence.

    


PATRICK SCHOEBEL, a German national, was arrested in February 2024 at Pulkovo Airport in St. Petersburg when gummies containing a psychoactive component of cannabis were allegedly found in his possession. He has been detained since then, facing drug-smuggling charges.
GERMAN MOYZHES, a dual Russian-German national, is a migration lawyer who helped Russians apply for European Union residence permits. He was arrested in May in St. Petersburg and reportedly accused of treason, but little else is known about his case.
Released by the West
VADIM KRASIKOV was convicted in 2021 of shooting to death Zelimkhan "Tornike" Khangoshvili, a 40-year-old Georgian citizen of Chechen ethnicity, in a Berlin park. The German judges concluded it was an assassination ordered by the Russian security services. Krasikov, 58, was sentenced to life imprisonment. President Vladimir Putin this year hinted at a possible swap for Krasikov.
PAVEL RUBTSOV was arrested in Poland on espionage charges. He is one of a number of people detained there on allegations of spying for Russia since the invasion of Ukraine.
ROMAN SELEZNEV, the son of a Russian lawmaker, was convicted in the U.S. in 2017 of hacking into more than 500 businesses and stealing millions of credit card numbers, which he then sold on websites. Seleznev, a Russian citizen, was sentenced to 27 years in prison and ordered to pay nearly $170 million in restitution to his victims.
VLADISLAV KLYUSHIN, a wealthy businessman with ties to the Kremlin, was convicted in Boston in 2023 of charges including wire fraud and securities fraud in a nearly $100 million scheme that relied on secret earnings information stolen via hacking U.S. computer networks. Klyushin, 43, who was said to have personally pocketed $33 million in the scheme, was sentenced to nine years in prison. He was arrested in Switzerland and extradited to the U.S. in 2021.
VADIM KONOSHCHENOK, a suspected officer in Russia's Federal Security Service, was extradited to the United States from Estonia last year to face charges he smuggled ammunition and dual-use technology to help Moscow's war in Ukraine. U.S. prosecutors say he was detained in 2022 while trying to return to Russia from Estonia with about three dozen types of semiconductors and electronic components.
ARTEM DULTSEV and ANNA DULTSEVA, a Russian couple arrested on espionage charges in Ljubljana, Slovenia, in 2022, pleaded guilty Wednesday and were sentenced to 19 months in prison, and released on time served. Posing as Argentine citizens, they reportedly had used Slovenia as a base since 2017 to travel to neighboring countries and relay Moscow's orders to other Russian sleeper agents. They have two children.
MIKHAIL MIKUSHIN was arrested in Norway in 2022 on espionage charges. Norway's domestic security agency PST said Mikushin entered the country saying he was a Brazilian citizen. He was in Norway under a false identity while working for a Russia's intelligence service, Norwegian investigators said.
---
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker in Washington, Geir Moulson in Berlin, Jim Heintz in Tallinn, Estonia, Jari Tanner in Helsinki, Finland, and Dusan Stojanovic in Belgrade, Serbia, contributed.
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Israel says it has confirmed that chief of Hamas' military wing was killed in a July strike in Gaza

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE -Palestinians inspect the damage at a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. Israel said it targeted Hamas' shadowy military commander Mohammed Deif in a massive strike Saturday in the crowded southern Gaza Strip that killed at least 71 people, according to local health officials. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            FILE -Palestinians inspect the damage at a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. Israel said it targeted Hamas' shadowy military commander Mohammed Deif in a massive strike Saturday in the crowded southern Gaza Strip that killed at least 71 people, according to local health officials. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. The Israeli military said Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, that it has confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            Iranians follow the truck carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli military said Thursday that it has confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July. The announcement came a day after an apparent Israeli strike in the Iranian capital killed Hamas' top political leader.
The rapid events this week have left U.S., Egyptian and Qatari mediators scrambling to salvage talks for a cease-fire deal in Gaza. At the same time, international diplomats tried to avert an escalation into all-out regional war after the assassination in Tehran of Hamas' Ismail Haniyeh, Israel's killing of a top Hezbollah commander in a Beirut strike and -- now -- Israel's announcement of Deif's death.
There was no immediate comment on the Israeli claim by Hamas, which had previously said Deif survived the July strike in Gaza. A member of Hamas' political bureau, Izzat al-Risheq, said in a statement Thursday that confirming or denying his death is the responsibility of the group's military wing, known as the Qassam Brigades, which so far has been silent.

    


The apparent elimination of Haniyeh and Deif -- two of Hamas' most senior figures -- brings a victory for Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu as Israeli forces continue to operate in Gaza. 




After meeting with military officials Thursday, Netanyahu declared that Deif's death "enforces a simple principle that we have established, that whoever hurts us, we hurt them."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We will exact a very heavy price for any act of aggression against us from any arena," Netanyahu said.
The assassinations also put him at a crossroads.
They present him with a potential political off-ramp to end the war, allowing him to retreat from his lofty promises of "total victory" while showing Israelis that Hamas' military capabilities suffered a debilitating blow.
The killings could also lead him to harden Israel's position in cease-fire talks, with Israeli officials insisting the blows to Hamas will force it to compromise. Hamas could dig in as well in the talks -- or quit them entirely.

    


Israel believes that Deif, the head of Hamas' military, and Yahya Sinwar, the top Hamas leader in Gaza, were the chief architects of the Oct. 7 attack that killed some 1,200 people in southern Israel and triggered the Israel-Hamas war. Sinwar is believed to remain in hiding in Gaza.
Israel targeted Deif in a July 13 strike that hit a compound on the outskirts of the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis. The military said at the time that another Hamas commander, Rafa Salama, was killed. More than 90 other people, including displaced civilians in nearby tents, were killed in the strike, Gaza health officials said at the time.
In a statement Thursday, the Israeli military said that "following an intelligence assessment, it can be confirmed that Mohammed Deif was eliminated in the strike."
Elsewhere, Israeli airstrikes on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians in the Gaza City district of Shujaiya killed at least 15 people Thursday and wounded more than 40 others, according to the Palestinian Civil Defense, which sent teams to recover bodies. The army alleged that Hamas fighters used the compound to plot attacks against Israel.

    


In its 10-month-old campaign of bombardment and offensives in Gaza, Israel has killed some 39,480 Palestinians and wounded more than 91,100 others, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, whose count does not differentiate between civilians and combatants. More than 80% of the population of 2.3 million has been driven from their homes, the vast majority crammed into tent camps in the southwest corner of the territory, with limited food and water.
So far, Netanyahu has said he is determined to continue the war until Hamas is destroyed. Far-right nationalist coalition partners, on whom he relies to stay in power, have threatened to bolt the government if he halts the war.
After the announcement about Deif, far-right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich said the "defeat of Hamas is closer than ever." He said the military would continue to "eliminate thousands of other terrorists until our security is restored and we bring the hostages home."

    


Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said the strike that killed Deif was a "significant milestone" toward achieving the goals of the war. "The results of this operation reflect that Hamas is an organization in disintegration," he wrote on X.
Deif was one of the founders of Hamas' military wing in the 1990s. He led the Qassam Brigades for decades through campaigns of suicide bombings against Israeli civilians, volleys of rocket fire into Israel and repeated past Israeli assaults on Gaza since Hamas took power there in 2007.
He remained a mysterious, underground figure in Gaza. He never appeared in public, was hardly ever photographed and only rarely was his voice heard in audio statements. He survived a string of Israeli assassination attempts.

    


Haniyeh's killing in particular threw into disarray months of efforts at reaching a deal for a cease-fire in Gaza and a hostage release. Haniyeh had been a main negotiator in those talks.
Qatari and Egyptian officials had tense exchanges with U.S counterparts over the assassination, said an Egyptian official with direct knowledge of the talks, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the internal discussions.
While the U.S. has been pressing Egyptian and Qatari mediators to get Hamas to compromise, the Americans can't "pressure the other party, Israel to ... refrain from provocative acts," the Egyptian official said, calling the assassination "reckless."
Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, expressed frustration in a post on social media, saying: "Can mediation succeed when one party assassinates the negotiator on the other side?"
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that the U.S. had no prior knowledge of the strike in Tehran that killed Haniyeh.
The Egyptian official said no deal was likely in the near future since Hamas must now name Haniyeh's replacement. Mediators had been waiting for Hamas' response on the latest version of the deal. Instead, after Haniyeh's funeral, expected Friday, he said they will reach out to Hamas officials to explore the next steps.
After Haniyeh's assassination, Iran vowed revenge against Israel, and the killing of Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur in Beirut could also bring reprisals and fuel fears of a wider spiral of escalation.
The Egyptian official now said the priority was preventing full-scale war.
Meanwhile in Beirut's southern suburbs, hundreds of black-clad mourners packed an auditorium Thursday for Shukur's funeral procession. Many of them held Hezbollah flags or photos of Shukur. An escort of red-capped fighters carried Shukur's coffin, also draped in a Hezbollah flag, down the aisle to the backing of a military band.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo.
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For Iran and Hezbollah, calibrating response to Israeli strikes leaves no room for error

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands attended the procession in the streets of the Iranian capital, where top Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh's coffin was carried through the city in an ornate vehicle. Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei led funeral prayers in a well-attended service at Tehran University.
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            1 of 9 | 
            Iranian protesters wave Iranian, Palestinian and Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group flags in a demonstration to condemn the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh as a huge portrait of him is seen on a wall at background, at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE - Residents rush to help injured children moments after a rocket attack hit a soccer field in the Druze town of Majdal Shams in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Saturday, July 27, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Hassan Shams, File)
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            FILE - Mourners from the Druze minority surround the bodies of some of the 12 children and teens killed in a rocket strike at a soccer field, in the village of Majdal Shams at the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Sunday, July 28, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            FILE - A man inspects a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            FILE - Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh claps as newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks while deputy leader of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, Sheikh Naim Kassem, left, sits during the swearing-in ceremony of Pezeshkian at the Iranian parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            6 of 9 | 
            Palestinians carry children on their shoulders, one holding a toy gun and the other a Palestinian flag, as they protest the assassination of Hamas top leader Ismail Haniyeh, in the West Bank city of Ramallah, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            In this photo released by the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, right, speaks with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh in their meeting in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. A portrait of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini hangs on the wall. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            A supporter of the Lebanese Islamic group and the Islamist Hamas movement holds a mock rocket as he attends with other supporters a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A supporter of the Islamist Hamas movement carries her son, who holds a machine gun toy during a protest in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                    A supporter of the Islamist Hamas movement carries her son, who holds a machine gun toy during a protest in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hamas and Hezbollah, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary.
Analysts agree that both strikes hit too close to home to pass without a response, and were serious security breaches for Iran and Hezbollah. Calibrating that response to restore deterrence without sparking an even more damaging escalation may be the most delicate balancing act in nearly a year of teetering on the brink of a regional war.
Tuesday's rare strike in Beirut's southern suburbs killed a top Hezbollah commander who Israel says was responsible for a missile strike on a soccer field in the town of Majdal Shams in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, killing 12 children and teenagers. Hezbollah has denied responsibility for the attack.
While the target of the strike in Beirut was a military figure, it hit a densely populated urban neighborhood on the outskirts of the capital where Hezbollah has many of its offices, killing at least five civilians -- three women and two children -- and wounding dozens more.

    


Less than 12 hours later, the Palestinian militant group Hamas -- a Hezbollah ally also backed by Iran -- announced that the chief of its political bureau, Ismail Haniyeh, had been killed in an Israeli airstrike in Tehran, where he was attending the inauguration of the new Iranian president.




Israel has neither claimed nor denied responsibility for that strike, which comes nearly 10 months into the brutal war in Gaza sparked by Hamas' deadly Oct. 7 attack on Israel. It also coincides with another push by mediators to close a cease-fire and hostage-exchange deal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Haniyeh's assassination left Iran's new president, the reformist politician and heart surgeon Masoud Pezeshkian, facing a major crisis within hours of taking office. The decision on how to retaliate will fall to Iran's national security council, of which the president is the chief, although in practice the country's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has the final say.

    


Analysts said both Hezbollah and Iran will feel compelled to retaliate, but their calculations differ.
Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Middle East Center who researches Hezbollah, said that although Israel also struck in Beirut's southern suburbs in a January attack that killed Hamas official Saleh Arouri, Tuesday's strike targeted a top Hezbollah commander and killed civilians.
"This time, we're too far into the war, and a Hezbollah commander is the target. Hezbollah has to respond, and if they don't, this would be a new rule: Killing civilians on the Israeli side would lead to targeting of" the Beirut suburbs, he said. "Hezbollah cannot afford this."
Hezbollah began firing rockets over the Lebanon-Israel border the day after the war in Gaza began, in what it described as a "support front" for Hamas. Although the near-daily clashes have been deadly and have displaced tens of thousands in both Lebanon and Israel, they have remained mostly confined to the border region.

    


In order to reestablish deterrence after Tuesday's strike, Ali said, "Hezbollah would need to respond beyond its now-limited geographical scope of operations. They need to strike deeper in Israeli territories, and this brings with it great risks."
Andreas Krieg, a military analyst and senior lecturer in security studies at King's College London, agreed that Hezbollah will feel the need to carry out a significant retaliatory strike.
"I think Hezbollah has been hit much harder, much more where it hurts" than Iran, he said. "In the Israeli-Hezbollah confrontation, this is a major escalation whereby Hezbollah has to respond adequately in a more or less timely fashion" to restore deterrence.
However, the militant group will probably hit a significant military target -- such as an air force base near Haifa that appeared in a video of surveillance drone footage the group released in July -- rather than a civilian target, he said, and will most likely try to calibrate the attack to cause only material damage to limit further escalation.

    


Nabih Awada, a Lebanese political and military analyst close to the Iranian-backed "axis of resistance" and a former fighter with the Lebanese Communist Party who spent a decade in Israeli prisons along with some of the current Hamas leaders, said Hezbollah saw the strike in Beirut as a "violation of all rules of engagement" because it targeted a civilian residential area and because Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur was targeted "in his home rather than in a military headquarters."
Hezbollah, he said, "has developed many equations," including that the response to a strike in Beirut's southern suburbs will be in Haifa.
For Iran, the situation is more complicated.
In some ways, the current moment mirrors the time in April when Israel and Iran risked plunging into a war after Israel hit an Iranian consular building in Damascus, killing two Iranian generals. Iran retaliated with an unprecedented direct strike on Israel. At that time, diplomatic efforts managed to contain the escalation.

    


But there are key differences. The assassination of Haniyeh took place on Iranian soil, embarrassing Tehran and making clear that Israel can easily hit targets there. 
While some analysts believe that will be mitigated by the fact the target was not an Iranian figure, Iranian officials have vowed a harsh response.
Krieg said that while Haniyeh's death was "damaging reputationally" for Iran and "humiliating" because it showed that Tehran was unable to protect high-profile visitors, "Haniyeh is not an integral part of the axis of resistance."
"His death has no strategic implications for Iran other than it being a slap in the face because you're the host and your guest was killed while you were on watch," he said.
As such, Krieg said he believes Iran could choose to mitigate its response.
Nomi Bar-Yaacov, an associate fellow in the International Security Programme at Chatham House, said Iran might turn to its proxies to retaliate.
"They have got their people, training, arming, planning everywhere, and they can reach anywhere in the world," she said. "They can also hit Israeli or Jewish targets globally."
Trita Parsi, executive vice president of the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft, said he expects Iran's response to be another direct hit on Israel.
The strike on Haniyeh "wasn't just on Iranian territory, it was in Tehran," he said. "It was at the inauguration. It doesn't matter who was targeted" and whether or not the target was Iranian.
Iranians, he said, are likely feeling that "if the demonstration of force in April managed to restore deterrence in the short run, that deterrence is now gone" and that they are "going to have do way more than what they did in April in order to be able to restore the balance of power."
The exchange in April did not spiral because of the diplomatic intervention by the United States and others, and the Iranian strike itself appeared carefully choreographed to cause minimal damage.
Still, Parsi said, there was also "a lot of luck" that went into keeping the escalation limited.
"It's a pivotal moment in this conflict. I don't think we've been in as difficult a moment in this conflict, given that we've seen what Iran is capable of in April," Bar-Yaacov said.
If the response to the strikes does not cause Israeli casualties, a wider war could still be avoided, Ali said.
But, he added, "We are in the territory of too many 'ifs' to avoid a war, and this doesn't bode well."
___
Associated Press writers Sarah El Deeb in Beirut and Danica Kirka in London contributed to this report.
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British prime minister announces policing plan to deal with violent clashes after fatal stabbings

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Scores of protesters descended upon Whitehall, outside the Prime Minister's Downing Street residence, and were seen tussling with police - several were detained and led away. 


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    14
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 14 | 
            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, second left, holds a meeting at 10 Downing street in London, England, Thursday, August 1, 2024 to discuss clashes following the Southport stabbing. (Henry Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Protesters scuffle with police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            This court artist drawing by Elizabeth Cook shows 17-year-old Axel Rudakubana, center, covering his face as he appeared in the dock at Liverpool Crown Court in Liverpool, England, Thursday Aug. 1, 2024. (Elizabeth Cook /PA via AP)
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            Police officers stand outside a damaged butchers shop on Murray Street in Hartlepool, England, Thursday Aug. 1, 2024, following a violent protest on Wednesday evening, where demonstrators set fire to a police car and pelted officers with missiles, including glass bottles. There were scenes of violent unrest in London, Hartlepool and Manchester in the wake of the killing of three young girls in a knife attack in Southport, which social media posts had wrongly claimed was carried out by a Muslim asylum seeker who crossed the Channel in a small boat. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            A police car burns as officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Police Officers walk past a burnt out police vehicle as they are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Firefighters tend to a burning police car as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Protesters confront police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks during a meeting at 10 Downing street in London, England, Thursday, August 1, 2024 to discuss clashes following the Southport stabbing. (Henry Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A police car burns as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Police officers stand guard on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Protesters scuffle with police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A police officer stands outside 10 Downing Street, in London, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. A crisis meeting takes place between Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Police leaders, following the violence erupted in Southport. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks during a press conference at 10 Downing Street, London, England, Thursday, August 1, 2024, following clashes after the Southport stabbing. The Prime Minister says he will set a national policing unit to crack down on violent protesters after clashes with police across England on the past two nights. (Henry Nicholls/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer condemned the "tiny mindless minority" behind unrest that has plagued several cities after a horrific stabbing at a children's dance class and vowed to put a stop to it as the 17-year-old suspect was publicly named Thursday in part to counter misinformation blamed as one cause of the fiery clashes.
Starmer said the violence was "clearly driven by far-right hatred" as he announced a plan to enable police to move between communities -- just as the "gang of thugs" does. Officers will more easily be able to share intelligence and use facial recognition technology and other tools to prevent the kind of outbursts that have sent scores of police to the hospital the past two nights. 
"This is coordinated; this is deliberate," he said. "This is not a protest that has got out of hand. It is a group of individuals who are absolutely bent on violence."

    


The announcement came after police in several cities were pelted with bottles by crowds apparently reacting to the stabbing Monday that killed three and wounded 10. 
The announcement came as the teen charged with murdering three girls and stabbing 10 other people made his first appearance and was named in court partly to counter misinformation about his identity that has been blamed for triggering violent protests across England.




Judge Andrew Menary said his decision to allow Axel Rudakubana to be named was exceptional given the boy's age. But he said the teen will lose his right to anonymity when he turns 18 next week and continuing to shield his identity could allow false information about his name and immigration status to metastasize.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Continuing to prevent the full reporting has the disadvantage of allowing others to spread misinformation, in a vacuum," Menary said in Liverpool Crown Court.
The attack Monday on children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance class shocked a country where knife crime is a long-standing and vexing problem, though mass stabbings are rare. The deaths have been used by far-right activists to stoke anger at immigrants and Muslims -- though the suspect is not an immigrant, and his religion has not been disclosed.

    


Rudakubana, who police said was born in Wales, has not been charged with terrorism offenses but faces three counts of murder over the deaths of Alice Dasilva Aguiar, 9, Elsie Dot Stancombe, 7, and Bebe King, 6, in the seaside town of Southport in northwest England.
He also has been charged with 10 counts of attempted murder for the eight children and two adults who were injured. 
Rudakubana did not enter a plea and was ordered held without bail and returned to youth detention, though Menary said that might change after his birthday. His next court date is Oct. 25.
The adults, who were listed in critical condition, were named for the first time as Leanne Lucas, who led the dance and yoga class, and John Hayes, who worked nearby and intervened in the attack to protect children. The injured children cannot be named because of their ages.

    


Two of the children were discharged Thursday, Alder Hey Children's hospital said. Five others were in stable condition at the hospital.
Prosecutors did not disclose a motive for the crime, but they revealed that the weapon used was a kitchen knife with a curved blade, according to an additional charge he faces.
The suspect, wearing a gray tracksuit, smiled briefly at reporters during an initial appearance in Liverpool Magistrates' Court. At his subsequent appearance in the Crown Court, he pulled his sweatshirt up to his hair to cover his face. He did not speak.
Neither the teen's parents nor family members of victims were in court.
Far-right demonstrators -- fueled, in part, by online misinformation -- have held several violent protests, ostensibly in response to the attack, clashing with police outside a mosque in Southport on Tuesday and causing a melee near the prime minister's office in London the next day.
Hundreds of protesters chanting "we want our country back" hurled beer cans and bottles near the prime minister's Downing Street residence in London on Wednesday evening, and launched flares at a nearby statue of wartime leader Winston Churchill. More than 100 people were arrested for offenses including violent disorder and assault on an emergency worker, London's Metropolitan Police force said.

    


Police officers were pelted with bottles and eggs in the town of Hartlepool in northeast England, where a police car was set ablaze. A smaller disturbance was reported in Manchester.
On Tuesday night, a crowd of several hundred people hurled bricks and bottles at riot police in Southport, set trash cans and vehicles on fire and looted a store, hours after a peaceful vigil for the stabbing victims.
Police said a name circulating on social media purported to be the suspect's -- spread by far-right activists and accounts of murky origin purporting to be news organizations -- was incorrect and that the suspect was born in Britain, contrary to online claims he was an asylum-seeker.

    


Jonathan Brash, a member of Parliament from Hartlepool, said there needs to be a conversation on how misinformation is being spread by the far-right on social media to incite violence.
"I see it almost every single day -- straight-up lies about these situations designed to cause violence, to incite racial hatred," Brash, a Labour politician, told BBC Radio 4. "We have to deal with that situation because there is so much misinformation and it's being spread quite deliberately to stoke tension in communities and ultimately it's the communities that are suffering as a result."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uk-children-stabbed-violent-protests-suspect-charged-666c445e26aa0359f26805b4a10c071a
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            FILE - In this image provided by the U.S. Navy, Aviation Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Nicholas Hawkins signals an MV-22 Osprey to land on the flight deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln in the Arabian Sea on May 17, 2019. Three Massachusetts lawmakers are pressing Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin to extend flight restrictions on the V-22 Osprey until the military can identify the root causes of multiple recent accidents. Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Ed Markey and Rep. Lloyd Neal in a letter to Austin on Thursday call the decision to return Ospreys to limited flight status misguided. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Amber Smalley/U.S. Navy via AP)
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            FILE - U.S. MV-22B Osprey transport aircraft are parked at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, south of Okinawa, southern Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by Japan Coast Guard, debris believed to be from a U.S. military Osprey aircraft is seen off the coast of Yakushima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture in Japan, Nov. 29, 2023. (Japan Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Jeffrey "Jeff" T. Hoernemann. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Eric "Doc" V. Spendlove. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Luke A. Unrath. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Capt. Terrell "Terry" K. Brayman. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Zachary E. Lavoy. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jake M. Turnage. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Brian "Kody" Johnson. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jacob "Jake" M. Galliher. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            FILE - In this image provided by the U.S. Navy, Aviation Boatswain's Mate 2nd Class Nicholas Hawkins signals an MV-22 Osprey to land on the flight deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln in the Arabian Sea on May 17, 2019. Three Massachusetts lawmakers are pressing Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin to extend flight restrictions on the V-22 Osprey until the military can identify the root causes of multiple recent accidents. Democratic Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Ed Markey and Rep. Lloyd Neal in a letter to Austin on Thursday call the decision to return Ospreys to limited flight status misguided. (Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Amber Smalley/U.S. Navy via AP)
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            FILE - U.S. MV-22B Osprey transport aircraft are parked at the U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Ginowan, south of Okinawa, southern Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae, File)
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            FILE - In this photo provided by Japan Coast Guard, debris believed to be from a U.S. military Osprey aircraft is seen off the coast of Yakushima Island in Kagoshima Prefecture in Japan, Nov. 29, 2023. (Japan Coast Guard via AP, File)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Jeffrey "Jeff" T. Hoernemann. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Eric "Doc" V. Spendlove. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Maj. Luke A. Unrath. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Capt. Terrell "Terry" K. Brayman. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Zachary E. Lavoy. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jake M. Turnage. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Brian "Kody" Johnson. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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            This undated photo released by U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office, shows U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Jacob "Jake" M. Galliher. (U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command Public Affairs Office via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A deadly Osprey aircraft crash last November off Japan was caused by cracks in a metal gear and the pilot's decision to keep flying, instead of heeding multiple warnings that he should land, according to an Air Force investigation released Thursday. 
The CV-22B Osprey crash killed eight Air Force Special Operations Command service members and led to a monthslong military-wide grounding of the fleet. It's among four fatal Osprey crashes in the last two years driving investigations into the Osprey's safety record. It's created a split among the services about the future role of the unique aircraft, which can fly like an airplane but land like a helicopter. 
For months, the Air Force would only say an unprecedented component failure caused the crash. On Thursday, it identified that a toothed piece called a pinion gear -- a critical part of the proprotor gearbox -- was to blame. The proprotor gearbox serves as the aircraft's transmission: Inside each gearbox, five pinion gears spin hard to transmit the engine's power to turn the Osprey's masts and rotor blades. 

    


While the Air Force is confident it was the pinion gear that failed, it still doesn't know why. 




But Pentagon leadership in charge of the V-22 Ospreys knew that "total loss of aircraft and crew were possible" should those proprotor gearbox components fail, lead investigator Lt. Gen. Michael Conley told reporters Wednesday in a call ahead of the report's release. In a rare move, the investigation also faulted that office, saying it did not share safety data that could have educated crews on the severity of the risk. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an interview with The Associated Press, Conley said he believed it was the pilot's instinct to complete the military exercise that drove his decisions. 
"To a degree, it's a way of life here. I mean, we we want people in this command that that are biased towards 'yes,' biased towards getting the mission done," Conley said. "As we went through the investigation, I saw someone that was confident in the aircraft but not cocky."

    


On the day of the crash, the Osprey was flying along the coast of mainland Japan headed to Okinawa when the first indications of trouble began. 
In aircraft, vibrations are monitored as signs of potential trouble. A data recorder noted vibrations on the left side of the driveshaft that links the two engines and acts as a fail safe in case one engine loses power. 
A second vibration followed. This time one of the five pinion gears inside the left proprotor gearbox was vibrating.
But pilot Maj. Jeff Hoernemann and his crew never knew about the vibrations, because that data can only be downloaded at the end of a flight. 
Five minutes after the first vibration, a left proprotor gearbox chip burn warning posted in the cockpit. The warning lets the crew know there's metal flaking coming off the Osprey's gearing, another indication of stress. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chipping is a common enough occurrence in rotary flight that there's a safety net designed into the Osprey. The chip detector can burn the chips off so they don't travel in the oil and destroy the transmission. 

    


If the burn is successful, the warning clears. 
The crew got six chip warnings that day. Each presented an opportunity for Hoernemann to heed the warning and land as a precaution, but he did not, and investigators found that decision was a causal factor in the crash. 
When the third chip burn warning posted, the crew was still close to mainland Japan and just 10 miles (16 kilometers) from its nearest airfield. The official guidance after three chip burns was to "land as soon as practical," guidance that still leaves that decision to the pilot's discretion. 
According to the voice data recorder, Hoernemann and the crew were looking for secondary indications of a problem, such as the proprotor gearbox overheating, but saw none. So Hoernemann instead directed his co-pilot to keep monitoring the situation and elected to continue the 300-nautical-mile flight over water to Okinawa.
Hoernemann was likely balancing split priorities in his decision-making, the investigation found. He was leading the airborne portion of the military exercise and had spent months planning for it. 

    


Until almost the final minutes of flight, he kept his primary focus on completing the exercise, not the evolving aircraft situation, the investigation found. He rejected his co-pilot's suggestions on using an onboard mapping tool to identify the closest airfield to land. But the co-pilot was also not direct about "his uneasiness with the evolving issues," the investigation found, based on the recovered voice data.
The fourth and fifth chip burn warnings came fast. Then with the sixth, escalation: just chips. It meant the Osprey could not burn them off. "Land as soon as practical" turned into "land as soon as possible." Still, the crew members did not act with urgency.

    


In the final minutes of flight, they'd begun to position the aircraft to land. The Osprey was half a mile (0.8 kilometers) from an airfield at Yakushima, flying about 785 feet (240 meters) above the water. 
But they waited again and deferred as Japanese traffic controllers told them to hold for local traffic to take off, even as Hoernemann confirmed over the radio they had an in-flight emergency.
The Osprey gave its final chip-related warning three minutes before the crash: chip detector fail. Hoernemann told the crew he was no longer worried, he now assumed the earlier warnings were errors due to a faulty chip detector.
Instead, investigators later found the fail message occurred because the detector "had so many chips on it, it couldn't keep up," Conley said. 
Hoernemann then directed his co-pilot to "do one more big, right-hand loop and come in and just set up for landing."
But inside the proprotor gearbox, the pinion gear was breaking apart. At least one piece wedged into the teeth of the larger transmission gearing system, jamming and breaking off gearing teeth until the left proprotor gearbox could no longer turn the Osprey's left proprotor mast. 
Within six seconds of the proprotor gearbox failing, catastrophic destruction splintered through the Osprey gearing and interconnected drive system. At that point, there was nothing the crew members could have done to save themselves or the aircraft, the investigation found.
The Osprey rolled violently, inverted twice with its left engine housing on fire and crashed into the water, killing all on board.
Following the crash, crews are now directed to land as soon as practical on a first chip burn and as soon as possible on the second. The joint program office is also working on a new system that would communicate vibration data in real time to pilots, to give them better awareness during flight.
The accident killed Maj. Eric V. Spendlove, 36, of St. George, Utah; Maj. Luke A. Unrath, 34, of Riverside, California; Capt. Terrell K. Brayman, 32, of Pittsford, New York; Tech. Sgt. Zachary E. Lavoy, 33, of Oviedo, Florida; Staff Sgt. Jake M. Turnage, 25, of Kennesaw, Georgia; Senior Airman Brian K. Johnson, 32, of Reynoldsburg, Ohio; Staff Sgt. Jacob M. Galliher, 24, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts; and Hoernemann, 32, of Andover, Minnesota.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/osprey-crash-japan-3b7b0951074334bec0f6a54da6309c31
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            This composite left to right, shows Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, center, July 3, 2024, in Washington, Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., June 4, 2024, in Washington, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, July 20, 2024, in Pittsburgh, and Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear in Frankfort, Ky., July 22, 2024. As Vice President Kamala Harris prepares to announce her running mate, a new poll from the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that several of the top potential contenders for the role are largely unknown to voters. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., speaks about the southern border outside the West Wing of the White House, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro gestures at a campaign event for Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris in Ambler, Pa., Monday, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear addresses a crowd gathered at the Breathitt Co. Courthouse to discuss progress in flood recovery efforts in Jackson, Ky., Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz listens as Maryland speaks to reporters after meeting with President Joe Biden, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        As Vice President Kamala Harris prepares to announce her running mate, a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that several of the top contenders for the role are largely unknown to Americans. Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly stands out as one with more name recognition and higher favorability, particularly among Democrats.
The survey, which was conducted after President Joe Biden announced he was withdrawing from the race and Harris became the likely Democratic presidential nominee, highlights the strengths and weaknesses that different politicians could bring to the ticket -- and the challenges they could face if selected. 
Kelly, while better known and liked than some of the alternatives, is still unfamiliar to about half of Americans. And others, like Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, while less known nationally, could draw on a deeper well of support in their home states and regions. Kelly and Shapiro are viewed among the front-runners, according to people familiar with the process, after the Harris campaign began its vetting with about a dozen names.

    


Harris said Tuesday she had not yet decided on her No. 2. But she, and whomever she selects, will head out on a seven-state swing of key battlegrounds, including Pennsylvania, Arizona and North Carolina, next week.




Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly
Of the four potential Democratic vice-presidential candidates included in the poll - Kelly, Shapiro, Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear and North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, who publicly removed himself from consideration after the poll was fielded -- Kelly has the highest name recognition and favorability, according to the AP-NORC poll.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Americans are more likely to have a positive view of Kelly than a negative view. About 3 in 10 U.S. adults have a very or somewhat favorable view of Kelly, while about 2 in 10 have a negative view. Drawing more good feelings than bad is a relative rarity in presidential politics these days: Biden and former President Donald Trump have been viewed more negatively than positively for several years now.

    


Like many of the other contenders, though, Kelly is nowhere near a household name. About half of Americans don't know enough to have an opinion about him. 
But Democrats are especially likely to have warm feelings about Kelly. Forty-five percent have a favorable view of Kelly. Only about 1 in 10 have an unfavorable view of him, and around 4 in 10 don't know enough to say. Older Democrats -- those 45 and older -- are especially likely to have a positive view of Kelly, while younger Democrats are more likely to be unfamiliar with him. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


He's proven to be a battle-tested campaigner, winning a special election in 2020 to flip the Arizona Senate seat from Republican control and then retaining it two years later for a full, six-year term. The Navy veteran is a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee and has been an influential voice among Democrats on immigration and border security, long a political vulnerability for Harris that Republicans are seeking to exploit. 

    


Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro
Shapiro is broadly unknown to Americans and Democrats, except in the Northeast, where he has more name recognition and higher favorability. The poll found that 6 in 10 U.S. adults -- including 57% of Democrats -- don't know enough to have an opinion about Shapiro. About 2 in 10 Americans view him favorably, and a similar share view him unfavorably. 
The picture isn't very different among Democrats. About one-quarter of Democrats have a positive view of Shapiro, while 16% have a negative view. Older Democrats are more likely than younger ones to have a favorable opinion of Shapiro, but overall, most have yet to develop a view.
Shapiro was elected governor in 2022, defeating Republican Doug Mastriano -- a controversial figure who drew opposition and criticism from members of his own party, including then-GOP Sen. Pat Toomey.
Unlike the other contenders asked about in the AP-NORC poll, though, he's significantly better known -- and liked -- in his home region. In the Northeast, 4 in 10 U.S. adults have a favorable view of him. Another 4 in 10, roughly, don't know enough to have an opinion of him, while about 2 in 10 Northeasterners view him negatively.

    


Democrat Gary Hines, a 68-year-old in Philadelphia, had high praise for his home-state governor and added: "I'd hate to see him leave, because he's just getting started in Pennsylvania." 
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear
If chosen, Beshear would need to introduce himself to most of the country. Around 7 in 10 Americans don't know enough to have an opinion about him. Those with a view are about evenly split: 17% of U.S. adults have a positive view, and 15% have a negative one.
However, Democrats have a more positive than negative opinion of Beshear. About one-quarter have a very or somewhat favorable view, while around 1 in 10 have a negative view. Nearly two-thirds don't know enough about Beshear to give an opinion.

    


The scion of a well-known Democratic family in the state, Beshear defeated then-Gov. Matt Bevin -- a deeply unpopular figure, even in conservative Kentucky -- then won reelection in 2023 against Republican Daniel Cameron, a longtime protege of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell. Beshear's victory last year was credited in part to his advocacy of abortion rights, including a campaign ad that featured a sexual assault survivor attacking Cameron for his stances.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
Like the other governors who are being discussed, Gov. Tim Walz doesn't have much of a national profile -- and that also means he's a relatively blank slate. He wasn't included in the AP-NORC poll, but a new ABC News/Ipsos poll, which asked about favorability slightly differently, found that about 9 in 10 U.S. adults don't know enough to have an opinion on him. Among Americans with a view, opinions are split between positive and negative.
Walz, who also served for 12 years in the House, moved up on Harris' shortlist in recent days after he coined "weird" as a new talking point to describe the Republican ticket. It's a line now used widely by the vice president and other Democrats. 
He currently leads the Democratic Governors Association. 
___
The poll of 1,143 adults was conducted July 25-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.
___
AP White House Correspondent Zeke Miller contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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            Republican vice presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, waves to the crowd as he walks toward the podium during a campaign event in Glendale, Ariz., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Republican vice presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, applauds while listening to Republican Arizona Senate candidate Kari Lake during a campaign event in Glendale, Ariz., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A supporter reacts while listening to Republican vice presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, during a campaign event in Glendale, Ariz., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            FILE - Republican vice presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks during a rally in his home town of Middletown, Ohio, July 22, 2024. Trump is used to defending himself. But as JD Vance's rocky rollout continues, the Republican presidential nominee is in the rare position this week of having to defend someone else's controversial comments. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon, File)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump walks off stage after speaking at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Donald Trump is used to defending himself. But this week, the Republican presidential nominee has been put in the rare position of having to defend someone else -- his running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance.
When Vance was first introduced at the Republican National Convention last month, many GOP officials said they didn't know much about him. Since then, the void has been filled with multiple reports of controversial statements -- especially Vance's previous suggestion that Vice President Kamala Harris and other so-called "childless cat ladies" want to make the country miserable -- that have made his rollout among the most turbulent in recent history.
"I'm just speaking for myself. And I think I'm speaking for him, too," Trump said during a contentious interview Wednesday at the National Association of Black Journalists conference in Chicago. "My interpretation is he's strongly family-oriented. But that doesn't mean that if you don't have a family, there's something wrong with that."

    


Conservative commentators, Republican strategists and GOP elected officials on Capitol Hill publicly and privately agree that Vance's introduction to America has not gone well, with Democrats highlighting his past statements on abortion rights and a suggestion that parents should have more of a vote than adults without children. Harris and her allies have started calling both Vance and Trump "weird," messaging that has taken off online.




Seventeen days later, Trump and his allies have yet to quiet criticism from within their own party.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think if he was thinking two years ago or three years ago, 'I might be on a presidential ticket in a couple of years,' he might have chosen different words," North Dakota Sen. Kevin Cramer, a longtime Trump ally, said Wednesday. Cramer also suggested that Vance could apologize for his comments about childless Americans, saying, "If he feels the need to apologize, people are very forgiving."

    


The Trump campaign stands by Vance
Vance has not apologized. And a senior Trump adviser said Tuesday there has been "zero conversation" about replacing Vance as his running mate. 
Soon, the adviser predicted, voters would shift their attention away from Vance and toward Harris' choice for vice president on the Democratic ticket, which is expected in the coming days. The adviser spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal campaign strategy. 
Vance, a 39-year-old Republican senator, has held office for less than 18 months but quickly established himself as a thought leader in the "Make America Great Again" movement. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


The first-term Ohio senator was not the most popular choice of many Republicans on Capitol Hill, especially compared to more experienced candidates such as Sens. Tim Scott and Marco Rubio. Some believe that the pick came during a moment of overconfidence as Trump's team was predicting a blowout victory against a diminished President Joe Biden.
But the presidential contest changed profoundly once Biden stepped aside and endorsed Harris. And now, Trump's allies acknowledge that his victory in November is no sure thing. 

    


Twice in the last century, vice presidential nominees were replaced after being announced. But it hasn't happened since George McGovern dropped Missouri Sen. Tom Eagleton in 1972 after it was revealed Eagleton had received electroshock therapy for a mental health issue.
More recently, Arizona Sen. John McCain's selection of Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin helped sink his 2008 campaign. 
There is a sense that things would need to get much worse before Vance would become a serious political liability for Trump, who could theoretically replace him -- a possibility that Democrats have been eager to promote in recent days.
"This is a short-term bump in the road," Republican pollster Neil Newhouse said. 
Trump himself addressed the fallout on Wednesday in Chicago during an interview in which he questioned Harris' racial identity and falsely asserted she had downplayed being Black.
"This is well-documented, historically, the vice president in terms of the election does not have any impact, virtually no impact," Trump said when asked about Vance. "You can have a vice president that is outstanding in every way, and I think JD is, I think all of them would have been, but you're not voting that way. You're voting for the president. You're voting for me."

    


Trump's supporters disagree with Vance but aren't calling for a change
Attendees at Trump's Wednesday rally in swing-state Pennsylvania dismissed the idea that Trump should dump Vance, even though they disagreed with his previous suggestion that parents should have more voting power than childless adults. 
"Trump should stick with the people he's picked," said Jeff Miller, 53, who has five kids, all grown. 
Kenneth "Nemo" Niemann said Vance has an "appealing" personal story that makes him a good addition to the ticket and noted that no one agrees with someone else all the time anyway. "I don't agree 100% with what Trump says," Niemann said.

    


And at Vance's Wednesday night rally in Arizona, another closely contested state, Rachael Jensen, a 42-year-old mother of six, said she appreciates that what she called the "Washington establishment" doesn't appear to like him.
Jensen said she didn't think that parents should have more voting power than people without children.
"I believe it should be one citizen, one vote, regardless if you have 12 children or no children," Jensen said.
Meanwhile, Republican senators on Capitol Hill were peppered with a new round of questions about Vance. 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., said of Vance that "he's going to take a few hits early on and he's going to get his traction."
"One of you guys once told me that as soon as somebody is announced for office, they'll have some combination of a colonoscopy and a CT scan. And I think he's seeing that right now," Cassidy told reporters.
Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., was asked about Vance as he was getting into one of the Capitol's elevators.
"I mean, it's a campaign. People are going to twist what you say," said the Louisiana Republican.
Sen. Alex Padilla, D-Calif., who was standing in the elevator with Kennedy, shot back, "They're not twisting it. They're quoting him."
"Politics is a full-contact sport," Kennedy responded. The elevator door then closed.
___
Peoples reported from New York. Groves reported from Washington. Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri and Kevin Freking in Washington and Gabriel Sandoval in Glendale, Arizona, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jd-vance-republican-vice-president-trump-ad67ae38d25c54eab9827b5cdb2fb6bc



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



As India grows older, a secret shame emerges: Elders abandoned by their children
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                    Avanish Kumar approaches a man living on the street to offer to transport him to the Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted in New Delhi, India. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


                

            
    
    Videos
                    1                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            

            
                On Now
            


            
                3:59

            
        

    
    
        
            Elderly increasingly abandoned on streets of India

        
        
            In India -- a land known for revering its elderly -- a growing number of older people are being abandoned by their own families. Expanding lifespans and a lack of facilities for this aging population are putting more pressure on caregivers. (AP Video: David Goldman, Matt Sedensky, Martha Irvine)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Elderly increasingly abandoned on streets of India
In India -- a land known for revering its elderly -- a growing number of older people are being abandoned by their own families. Expanding lifespans and a lack of facilities for this aging population are putting more pressure on caregivers. (AP Video: David Goldman, Matt Sedensky, Martha Irvine)
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            Avanish Kumar, approaches a man living on the street to offer transporting him to the Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New Delhi, India. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Baleshwar, who does not use a surname, is lifted onto a stretcher by onlookers and Avanish Kumar, left, part of a rescue crew from Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Thursday, April 18, 2024 in New Delhi, India. Baleshwar had been living on the street with a fractured leg when he was found. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Atmaram, who does not use a surname and was found living on the street, is transported by ambulance to the Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New Delhi, India. The stories of the abandoned are often incomplete, riddled with holes punched by time, their reticence and, sometimes, the fog of dementia. Atmaram is no different and, this night, has no explanation for why he was living on the street. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Atmaram, who does not use a surname and was found living on the street, is washed up as he's brought to the Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New Delhi, India. His shower is done and Atmaram is given fresh clothes and served a hot meal on a metal tray before being shown to a bed in a communal room. The shelter's staff has repeated this routine many times but none utters what they know to be true: Few who arrive here will ever see their families again. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Atmaram, who does not use a surname and was found living on the street a day earlier, eats breakfast at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Friday, April 12, 2024, in New Delhi, India. Some clues about Atmaram's past drip out in the days to come: He used to make clay pots. He and his brother shared a home with their respective wives. His wife died, then his brother. Then, his sister-in-law forced him out. "This house is not yours," he says she told him. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A resident walks past a mural at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. SHEOWS houses about 320 people on 16 acres of land in this small north Indian city. Nearly all of them were abandoned by their families.(AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Dr. Salim Ahamad, left, and nurse Manisha Polak check on residents in the hospital at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Files of former residents are stored in two categories, those who have died and those who have been reunited with family, at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. It is left unsaid when someone arrives here: More than likely, this is the place they will die. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            9 of 30 | 
            Residents begin their day with yoga at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. A feeling of acceptance is pervasive here. Those who call this home may have been cast away by their families, but they have been saved from the streets. Comfort comes with the rhythm of reliable meals and afternoon teas and their own quiet prayers. Castes disappear and friendships bloom. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            10 of 30 | 
            Resident Shushila Jain, who is about 80, sits on her bed at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Friday, April 12, 2024 in Garhmukteshwar, India. Jain believes they are living in what Hindus call Kali Yuga, the worst of times, a period marked by conflict and cataclysm. She raised two sons and two daughters and cared for her husband and in-laws and three grandsons, too. But no one reciprocated as her own needs grew. "I never thought it would come to this," she says. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            11 of 30 | 
            Residents tend to the gardens at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. The backgrounds of many here might be surprising, including academics, businesspeople and professionals. SHEOWS residents are more likely to hail from middle-class families than poor ones. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            12 of 30 | 
            Resident Vijaya Lakshmi, 85, walks through a courtyard at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Friday, April 12, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. SHEOWS has taken in 10, 000 people since its founding, but there is no reliable tally of India's total population of abandoned elders. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            13 of 30 | 
            Residents gather in the foyer of the government-run ashram Krishna Kutir in Vrindavan, India, Monday, April 15, 2024. For hundreds of years, its serpentine maze of temple-lined streets and alleys have drawn widows whose families abandoned them after the death of their husbands left them branded as purveyors of bad luck. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Rajhu Phooljale, 65, weeps while recalling his story of abandonment as he's comforted by Dr. Salim Ahamad, right, and manager Naved Khan at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted where he is a resident, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. "I nurtured them from the time they were small," he says. "Isn't it their duty to take care of me?" (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            15 of 30 | 
            The scars from an infestation of maggots are seen on the leg of Sikander, who doesn't use a surname and his age is unknown, as he lays on his bed at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. When he was picked up, maggots were infesting parts of his body and his lower back was so infested they believed if it was left untreated just a few more days, it would have caused severe damage to his spine. He told the staff, "I was thrown out of the house," they say. He has dementia. They say they often find him crying and they wonder if he is thinking of his family. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Kusum, 48, who doesn't use a surname, dances to a traditional Hindi song as part of the morning activities at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Friday, April 12, 2024, in New Delhi, India. Shelters are struggling to accommodate a swell of exiles. Though India has experienced decades of phenomenal growth, economics are a major driver of abandonment. Most older people in India do not receive a pension, government assistance or health insurance and families are often looked to for support. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            17 of 30 | 
            A father holds his baby during an evening Aarti, a Hindu religious offering, along the bank of the Yamuna River, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Vrindavan, India. Until recently, Indian widows were expected to follow the sociocultural codes of a patriarchal Hindu society that demands a woman lead a life of asceticism after a husband's death. The holy city of Vrindavan, which has thousands of temples, is known as the City of Widows because it has given shelter to thousands of these women. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Residents are served lunch at Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Garhmukteshwar, India. By 2050, two-thirds of the world's population of people 60 and older will reside outside the world's wealthiest nations. India is projected to see growth among its old that far outstrips that of the young. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            19 of 30 | 
            Yellamandha, who doesn't use a surname and is about 30 years old, poses for a photograph with the image of how he was found on the street by Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly where he is a resident, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. Shelters are struggling to accommodate a swell of exiles. Though India has experienced decades of phenomenal growth, economics are a major driver of abandonment. Most older people in India do not receive a pension, government assistance or health insurance and families of those who need care, young and old, are often looked to for support. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 30

                                    
                                    Yellamandha, who doesn't use a surname and is about 30 years old, poses for a photograph with the image of how he was found on the street by Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly where he is a resident, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. Shelters are struggling to accommodate a swell of exiles. Though India has experienced decades of phenomenal growth, economics are a major driver of abandonment. Most older people in India do not receive a pension, government assistance or health insurance and families of those who need care, young and old, are often looked to for support. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 30 | 
            Traffic backs up during the evening commute, Thursday, April 18, 2024, in New Delhi, India. This is a country where grandparents routinely share a roof with children and grandchildren. But expanding lifespans have brought ballooning caregiving pressure, a wave of urbanization has driven many young far from their home villages and a creeping Western influence has begun eroding the tradition of multigenerational living. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            21 of 30 | 
            A man living on the street is urged by passers by to go with an ambulance from the Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, or SHEOWS, a home for the aged and unwanted, Thursday, April 11, 2024, in New Delhi, India. By 2050, two-thirds of the world's population of people 60 and older will reside outside the world's wealthiest nations. India is projected to see growth among its old that far outstrips that of the young. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Renu Dasi, who said she was 106, smiles at five-month-old Saanvi Dagur while visiting with his parents who donate to the Maitri Ghar Vidhwa Ashram where Dasi is a resident, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Vrindavan, India. Until recently, Indian widows were expected to follow the sociocultural codes of a patriarchal Hindu society that demands a woman lead a life of asceticism after a husband's death. The holy city of Vrindavan, which has thousands of temples, is known as the City of Widows because it has given shelter to thousands of these women. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Women line up for food distribution for abandoned women and others in need on a site where the charity plans to build an ashram, Sunday, April 14, 2024, in Vrindavan, India. For hundreds of years, its serpentine maze of temple-lined streets and alleys have drawn widows whose families abandoned them after the death of their husbands left them branded as purveyors of bad luck. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Abandoned by her sons, Brajrani Gaur, 62, left, sews a garment as part of the skill development classes offered at the government-run ashram Krishna Kutir, where she is a resident, Monday, April 15, 2024 in Vrindavan, India. An Indian born just 70 years ago was forecast to live nearly half as long as one today. But longer lives have often brought with them greater medical need and thrust the next generation into economic binds that force them to balance the needs of their parents with the needs of their own children. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A tear rolls down the cheek of Brajrani Gaur, 62, as she recounts how she was abandoned by her sons, Monday, April 15, 2024, as she sits in the government-run ashram Krishna Kutir, where she is a resident, in Vrindavan, India. By tradition, Indian parents live with a son, who is responsible for their care, though in practice, the work typically falls to women. That remains the norm, but a growing number of older Indians now have absentee children and inadequate help to keep up with expenses or care. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            The Madan Mohan Temple rises in the background Monday, April 15, 2024, in the holy city of Vrindavan, India, also known as the "City of Widows." For hundreds of years, its serpentine maze of temple-lined streets and alleys have drawn widows whose families abandoned them after the death of their husbands left them branded as purveyors of bad luck. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Mustan, left, who doesn't use a surname, helps lead fellow resident Begam, who also goes by one name and is blind and deaf, through a morning walk in the small courtyard at Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. By tradition, Indian parents live with a son, who is responsible for their care, though in practice, the work typically falls to women. That remains the norm. In the very worst cases, parents are ousted from their home by a child in a dispute over money or in a wits-end solution to incontinence they can't stomach or dementia they can't handle. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            The body of resident Yadagiri, who didn't use a surname, is wrapped by Jasper Paul, left, founder of Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly, with the help of employee Mohammed Fahad, Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. Beyond noting his name and that he was quiet, in declining health, and abandoned by his family, the staff don't know much more.(AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Abandoned by his family, the body of Yadagiri, who didn't use a surname, is cremated as Jasper Paul, right, founder of Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly where Yadagiri was a resident, looks on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. No words are spoken and no tears are shed. When it is over, the ashes are scooped into a sack and placed in a locker. They will be held for a year in case a relative comes. Paul has arranged hundreds of funerals, though, and has little hope. "Nobody's going to come and claim them," he says, "even after they die." (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A wheelchair sits in a room at Second Chance Foundation, a rescue home for the abandoned and elderly, Wednesday, April 17, 2024, in Hyderabad, India. Wealthy countries have grappled with aging societies for decades, but the issue is only now beginning to ripple in the developing world, where the idea of growing old is still new for swaths of the population. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                        GARHMUKTESHWAR, India (AP) -- They were found in gutters, on streets, in bushes. They were boarded on trains, deserted in hospitals, dumped at temples. They were sent away for being sick or outliving paychecks or simply growing too old.
By the time they reached this home for the aged and unwanted, many were too numb to speak. Some took months to mouth the truth of how they came to spend their final days in exile.
"They said, 'Taking care of him is not our cup of tea,'" says Amirchand Sharma, 65, a retired policeman whose sons left him to die near the river after he was badly hurt in an accident. "They said, 'Throw him away.'"
In its traditions, in its religious tenets and in its laws, India has long cemented the belief that it is a child's duty to care for his aging parents. But in a land known for revering its elderly, a secret shame has emerged: A burgeoning population of older people abandoned by their own families.
This is a country where grandparents routinely share a roof with children and grandchildren, and where the expectation that the young care for the old is so ingrained in the national ethos that nursing homes are a relative rarity and hiring caregivers is often seen as taboo. But expanding lifespans have brought ballooning caregiving pressure, a wave of urbanization has driven many young far from their home villages and a creeping Western influence has begun eroding the tradition of multigenerational living.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Courtrooms swell with thousands of cases of parents seeking help from their children. Footpaths and alleys are crowded with older people who now call them home. And a cottage industry of nonprofits for the abandoned has sprouted, operating a constantly growing number of shelters that continually fill.
This is one of them.
The Saint Hardyal Educational and Orphans Welfare Society, known as SHEOWS, houses about 320 people on 16 acres of land in this small north Indian city. Nearly all of them were abandoned by their families.
One woman spent more than eight years living at a faraway temple where she was deserted by her children. Another tells of a son she loved who forced her out, saying if she didn't leave, his wife would. A man sitting atop a bed with sheets adorned with teddy bears and smiling anthropomorphic mushrooms was left to die on the street, arriving here so starved that he ate 22 rotis, one after another after another.
Birbati, the lead caregiver in the women's building, who does not use a surname, says after years of tending to the abandoned, she finds some of them visiting in her dreams.
"Each of them has a story," she says. "All are sad stories."
Where growing old is new
Wealthy countries have grappled with aging societies for decades, but the issue is only now beginning to ripple in the developing world, where the idea of growing old is still new for swaths of the population. 
By 2050, two-thirds of the world's population of people 60 and older will reside outside the world's wealthiest nations. India is projected to see growth among its old that far outstrips that of the young.




Already, the curses of that demographic shift have begun to emerge alongside its blessings. An Indian born just 70 years ago was forecast to live nearly half as long as one today. But longer lives have often brought with them greater medical need and thrust the next generation into economic binds that force them to balance the needs of their parents with the needs of their own children.
By tradition, Indian parents live with a son, who is responsible for their care, though in practice, the work typically falls to women. That remains the norm, but a growing number of older Indians now have absentee children and inadequate help to keep up with expenses or care. Others feel forced to leave homes where toxic feuds fester. And, in the very worst cases, parents are ousted from their home by a child in a dispute over money or in a wits-end solution to incontinence they can't stomach or dementia they can't handle.
___
This is the first in a series of stories from the AP about aging in the developing world.
___
Driven from their homes, these elders end up begging on the streets or, if they're lucky, in a shelter like this, where separate buildings for men and women overlook a sun-soaked lawn with towering palms and a fountain ringed by rose bushes. Monkeys crisscross the roof of an on-site hospital while inside, in its small physical therapy room, a doctor tries to coax a patient's arthritic knees to work.
The patient, Rajhu Phooljale, has his black pants rolled up, and around his right ankle, he has tied black thread to ward off evil. He says he is 65, but like many older Indians, isn't entirely certain of his age.
How he ended up here, though, he can't forget.
Phooljale was working as a cook and living with his wife and two adult sons when he was hit by a motorist and left initially unable to walk and permanently blinded. He could not work. His wife left him.
His sons told him they arranged for surgery in New Delhi, far from their home in the country's center, and when they arrived at the hospital, they told him to sit while they went off to consult a doctor.
"Wait here," they said. But they never returned.
For two or three days, Phooljale stayed on the grounds of a hospital in a strange city in a world that, for a man newly blind, had just gone black. He went hungry and thirsty and broke down in tears. A hospital staffer eventually called the police, who in turn alerted SHEOWS, which picked him up.
It has been about two years since then and Phooljale has not heard anything from his sons. He doesn't even have a photograph of them. He wonders if they think he is dead.
"I nurtured them from the time they were small," he says. "Isn't it their duty to take care of me?"
He clutches the side of his head and sobs as he speaks.
Through the window of the therapy room is a hospital ward full of patients with similar stories and, outside, there are two more buildings with hundreds more.
The scene repeats at three other sites run by SHEOWS and the constellation of other organizations' shelters dotting this vast subcontinent.
Scouring the streets
In New Delhi, about 60 miles and a world away from the dirt roads of Garhmukteshwar, a two-man SHEOWS crew inches an ambulance through the capital's choked thoroughfares, where cows amble beside clusters of tuk-tuks and vendors pile their carts high with perfectly stacked fruit.
On streets overflowing with humanity, there is no shortage of heartache and, with traffic snarled, the men study the streets' edges looking for signs of someone old and in need.
They pull over to check on a shoeless man with a torn shirt lying on the side of the road, and another man who is sitting at the riverbank with all his belongings stuffed in two rice bags.
"Do you have a son?" asks the ambulance's driver, Rinku Semar. "Do you have a daughter?"
Some approached by Semar and his partner, Avanish Kumar, refuse to go with them. Others appear drunk or drugged and are disqualified from being taken to one of SHEOWS' shelters. As an orange sun descends in a hazy sky, they pick up a man named Atmaram whose jeans and shirt are worn and dirty and who drags a sack with a blanket and his other belongings. Inside the ambulance, flashes of red and blue strobes ricochet and the siren buffets a nearby mosque's blaring call to prayer.
Atmaram doesn't use a surname and doesn't know his age. A few white hairs sprout from his nearly bald head, his left eye is clouded by cataracts and most of his teeth are gone.
The ambulance arrives at SHEOWS' newest shelter, where seesaws and swings hint at the property's former life as a school. Atmaram is shown to a shower, where the pool of water beneath him turns brown as a caregiver scrubs his legs with a pink bar of soap. Both men are silent.
The stories of the abandoned are often incomplete, riddled with holes punched by time, their reticence and, sometimes, the fog of dementia. Atmaram is no different and, this night, has no explanation for why he was living on the street. Basic questions, such as whether he has any children, are unanswered.
Some clues drip out in the days to come: He used to make clay pots. He and his brother shared a home with their respective wives. His wife died, then his brother. Then, his sister-in-law forced him out.
"This house is not yours," he says she told him.
His shower is done and Atmaram is given fresh clothes and served a hot meal on a metal tray before being shown to a bed in a communal room. The shelter's staff has repeated this routine many times but none utters what they know to be true: Few who arrive here will ever see their families again.
"They say, 'He'll come back one day,'" says Saurabh Bhagat, the 35-year-old leader of SHEOWS, the organization his father founded. "But almost none of them ever come back."
'How can children do this?'

Though most who are taken in by SHEOWS come from New Delhi's streets and spend time in one of the organization's city shelters, in time most end up here, at its largest site in Garhmukteshwar.
The center's staffers are a stand-in for absent families and are quick with a caring touch or extra helping of food. And as caregivers' years here pass, each amasses memories of cases that haunt them.
The old man whose leg was so infested with maggots he spent a month hospitalized. The woman who looked like a skeleton when she was found shivering in the bushes on a winter day that would be her last. A man with dementia often seen crying but unable to say why.
"How can children do this?" the home's manager, 30-year-old Naved Khan, asks in disbelief.
Each who comes here has a different answer, but similarities emerge. Again and again, they tell of being turned away when their needs grew too great, when finances got too tight or when the strife of a packed house was too much to bear. Men outnumber women. Many are in declining health. Dementia and mental illness are common. Most have outlived their spouse, a crucial line of protection.
Shushila Jain, who is about 80, pushes a plastic chair as a makeshift walker and, looking around the room at so many others like her, believes they are living in what Hindus call Kali Yuga, the worst of times, a period marked by conflict and cataclysm. She raised two sons and two daughters and cared for her husband and in-laws and three grandsons, too. But no one reciprocated as her own needs grew.
"I never thought it would come to this," she says.
Bhagat's father, Girdhar Prasad Bhagat, started SHEOWS two decades ago when he began seeing India's cherished traditions flouted and elderly people left in New Delhi's streets.
He'd heard of people abandoning their parents before, most notably in the northern city of Vrindavan. For hundreds of years, its serpentine maze of temple-lined streets and alleys have drawn widows whose families abandoned them after the death of their husbands left them branded as purveyors of bad luck.
As the elder Bhagat moved through New Delhi's streets, though, he saw something new. A problem that was once concentrated in a single place, driven by religious and cultural issues on society's edges, was now finding a foothold among a broader cross-section of people in a much wider swath of the country.
SHEOWS has taken in 10,000 people since its founding, but there is no reliable tally of India's total population of abandoned elders. In cities across the country, organizations that care for the abandoned say a simmering decades-old problem has grown far worse in recent years.
SHEOWS opened a second shelter, then a third, then a fourth. Similar organizations have done the same, some with the backing of billionaire philanthropists like Azim Premji and MacKenzie Scott.
The problem has only continued to grow.
It comes even as India, now the world's most populous country, has experienced decades of phenomenal growth in which billionaires were made but inequities also deepened.
The backgrounds of many here might be surprising, including academics, businesspeople and professionals. SHEOWS residents are more likely to hail from middle-class families than poor ones.
Still, economics are a major driver of abandonment. Most older people in India do not receive a pension, government assistance or health insurance and families are often looked to for support.
Annapurna Devi Pandey, an anthropologist at the University of California, Santa Cruz, whose research has taken her to homes for the abandoned in her native India, says respect for elders remains ingrained in society, but some must make a difficult choice between caring for their children or their parents.
"The sense of duty," she says, "becomes kind of an existential issue."
Left to die alone
Neatly planted rows of vegetables cut across the Garhmukteshwar property's midsection, a limp Indian flag comes to life with a breeze and a wall along the perimeter is painted with messages of hope.
"Keep Smiling." "Love and Respect Old Age People." "Be Happy & You'll Fly."
Places like this weren't supposed to be needed.
Parliament passed the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act in 2007 to ensure grown children and grandchildren provide for their aged relatives.
India's Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, which oversees the law, has not released data on the number of claims it has received. One mid-sized state, Kerala, said in 2022 that its dozens of tribunals had processed some 20,000 cases since the law's passage, a microcosm of the national total.
Surveys show the vast majority of seniors are completely unaware of their rights under the maintenance act. Even if they do know, many are unlikely to take their kin to court.
Bhagat, the leader of SHEOWS, says he's not aware of a single resident of his shelters who has pursued a case. Many concede their fates and remain protective of the children that have deserted them.
A feeling of acceptance is pervasive here. Those who call this home may have been cast away by their families, but they have been saved from the streets. Comfort comes with the rhythm of reliable meals and afternoon teas and their own quiet prayers. Castes disappear and friendships bloom.
More striking than the gravity of the stories or the weight of the sorrows is the warmth residents exude. Wide smiles spread across weathered faces as hands are pressed together in a sign of welcome or placed on a visitor's head, gently mussing their hair to extend a blessing.
"It's not that they don't miss their families," Bhagat says, "but I've seen a lot of broken people heal over time."
Most who arrive here end up staying several years. Some have been here since it opened.
Tucked in one corner of the center's hospital are piles of folders, one for each resident, stashed in cubbies. Each amounts to an individual's history here, beginning with where they were found.
A woman dumped at a Sikh gurdwara. A man lying in the street. A woman left at a police station.
One pile of folders is of those whose son or daughter came back for them, filled out paperwork for their release and pressed a purple thumbprint on it to make it official. But far more files grow fat and tattered until one final insertion is made, a thin strip of grid paper with the flat lines of an EKG.
It is left unsaid when someone arrives here: More than likely, this is the place they will die.
When it happens, caregivers bathe and dress the dead, then take the body to the river, where they rub it in ghee and set it aflame. No family will come to mourn them and no words of remembrance are spoken.
A bed is freed and, soon, a new resident arrives.
___
Matt Sedensky reported from seven shelters for abandoned elders in four Indian cities and interviewed more than 70 exiles, advocates, caregivers and other experts. He can be reached at [email protected] and https://x.com/sedensky.
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaking during a campaign rally in Harrisburg, Pa., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump gestures during a campaign rally in Harrisburg, Pa., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A New York appeals court on Thursday denied Donald Trump's bid to end a gag order in his hush money criminal case, rejecting the Republican former president's argument that his May conviction "constitutes a change in circumstances" that warrants lifting the restrictions.
A five-judge panel in the state's mid-level appellate court ruled that the trial judge, Juan M. Merchan, was correct in extending parts of the gag order until Trump is sentenced, writing that "the fair administration of justice necessarily includes sentencing."
The ruling came a day after Trump's lawyers tried to file papers asking the appellate court to immediately lift the gag order. With its ruling imminent, the court rejected the filing, which called the restrictions an "unconstitutional, election-interfering" muzzle on Trump's free speech while he seeks to return to the White House.

    


In a copy of the prospective filing provided to The Associated Press, Trump's lawyers wrote that Vice President Kamala Harris' entry into the presidential race on the Democratic side gives the matter new urgency as she pits herself as an ex-prosecutor taking on a "convicted felon."




"It is unconscionable that Harris can speak freely about this case, but President Trump cannot," Trump lawyer Todd Blanche wrote. 
Blanche declined to comment on Thursday's ruling.
Trump's lawyers have made several efforts to have the gag order lifted. Their latest fight landed in the state's intermediate appeals court -- the Appellate Division, one rung up from Merchan's trial court level -- after they struck out with the state's top court. The Court of Appeals last month declined to hear Donald Trump's gag order challenge, finding it did not raise "substantial" constitutional issues that would warrant immediate intervention.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Merchan imposed the gag order in March, a few weeks before the trial started, after prosecutors raised concerns about Trump's habit of attacking people involved in his cases. During the trial, he held Trump in contempt of court and fined him $10,000 for violations, and he threatened to jail him if he did it again.

    


The judge lifted some restrictions in June, freeing Trump to comment about witnesses and jurors but keeping trial prosecutors, court staffers and their families -- including the judge's daughter -- off limits until he is sentenced.
Trump, who has denied any wrongdoing, was originally scheduled to be sentenced July 11, but Merchan postponed it until Sept. 18, if necessary, while he weighs a defense request to throw out his conviction in the wake of the Supreme Court's presidential immunity ruling.
A Manhattan jury convicted Trump on May 30 of falsifying records to cover up a potential sex scandal, making him the first ex-president convicted of a crime.
Trump's conviction, on 34 felony counts, arose from what prosecutors said was an attempt to cover up a hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels just before the 2016 presidential election. She claims she had a sexual encounter with Trump a decade earlier, which he denies.

    


Trump's former lawyer Michael Cohen paid Daniels and was later reimbursed by Trump. Prosecutors said Cohen disguised the reimbursements with Trump's knowledge by submitting monthly invoices for retainer payments as his personal lawyer. Trump's company logged the payments to Cohen as legal expenses.
Prosecutors said the Daniels payment was part of a broader scheme to buy the silence of people who might have gone public during the 2016 campaign with embarrassing stories alleging Trump had extramarital sex.
Trump has pledged to appeal his conviction, but he would not be able to do so until he is sentenced.
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            FILE - In this June 30, 2011 file photo, James "Whitey" Bulger, right, is escorted from a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter to a waiting vehicle at an airport in Plymouth, Mass., after attending hearings in federal court in Boston. Bulger was fatally beaten at a West Virginia prison in October 2018. An inmate, Paul J. DeCologero, is due in court Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, for a plea hearing and sentencing on charges in Bulger's death. (Stuart Cahill/The Boston Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - This June 23, 2011, file booking photo provided by the U.S. Marshals Service shows James "Whitey" Bulger. Bulger was fatally beaten at a West Virginia prison in October 2018. An inmate, Paul J. DeCologero, is due in court Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, for a plea hearing and sentencing on charges in Bulger's death. (U.S. Marshals Service via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this June 30, 2011 file photo, James "Whitey" Bulger, right, is escorted from a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter to a waiting vehicle at an airport in Plymouth, Mass., after attending hearings in federal court in Boston. Bulger was fatally beaten at a West Virginia prison in October 2018. An inmate, Paul J. DeCologero, is due in court Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, for a plea hearing and sentencing on charges in Bulger's death. (Stuart Cahill/The Boston Herald via AP, File)
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            FILE - This June 23, 2011, file booking photo provided by the U.S. Marshals Service shows James "Whitey" Bulger. Bulger was fatally beaten at a West Virginia prison in October 2018. An inmate, Paul J. DeCologero, is due in court Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, for a plea hearing and sentencing on charges in Bulger's death. (U.S. Marshals Service via AP, File)
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                                        CLARKSBURG, W.Va. (AP) -- An inmate was sentenced to more than four years Thursday for his role in the 2018 fatal bludgeoning of notorious Boston gangster James "Whitey" Bulger in a troubled West Virginia federal prison.
Massachusetts gangster Paul J. DeCologero was sentenced in federal court after pleading guilty to an assault charge. He could have faced up to 10 years in prison. DeCologero was already serving a 25-year sentence handed down in 2006 after he was convicted of buying heroin used to try to kill a teenage girl.
Prosecutors initially had said DeCologero and inmate Fotios "Freddy" Geas used a lock attached to a belt to repeatedly hit the 89-year-old Bulger in the head hours after he arrived at USP Hazelton from another lockup in Florida. But on Thursday, both prosecutors and the defense said DeCologero only served as a lookout and had not physically assaulted Bulger. 

    


U.S. District Judge Thomas Kleeh said the sentence was "fair, just and appropriate" and "strikes the balance the court is trying to seek." 
DeCologero, 50, declined to speak when given the opportunity to address the court. Defense attorney Patrick Nash began by conveying an apology from DeCologero to Bulger's family as well as the inmate's own relatives. 




Nash described DeCologero as the victim of an "abusive and neglectful" upbringing. 
"Paul has had an incredibly difficult life," Nash said. "As a result of that, Paul is a person who is easily led. Anyone who shows him attention, he's easily led."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An uncle eventually took in DeCologero and made him part of a criminal organization, Nash said.
In Bulger's killing, "Paul was involved," Nash said. "He is guilty. But his role was limited."
Assistant U.S. Attorney Brandon Flower declined to comment after the sentencing.
According to court records, inmates found out ahead of time that Bulger would be arriving at Hazelton. An inmate previously told a grand jury that DeCologero said to him that Bulger was a snitch and they planned to kill him as soon as he came into their unit. 

    


Prosecutors have said DeCologero and Geas spent about seven minutes in Bulger's cell. Geas hit Bulger, while DeCologero served as a lookout and helped cover Bulger's body, Flower said Thursday. DeCologero's DNA was found on two blankets, the prosecutor said. 
Geas has been charged with murder and conspiracy to commit first-degree murder, which carries up to a life sentence. His hearing is scheduled for Sept. 6. Last year, the Justice Department said it would not seek the death penalty.
Another inmate, Sean McKinnon, pleaded guilty in June to lying to FBI special agents. McKinnon got credit for spending 22 months in custody after his 2022 indictment, was given no additional prison time and was returned to Florida to finish his supervised release. McKinnon had served out a sentence for stealing guns from a firearms dealer. 
Plea deals for the three men were disclosed May 13. Geas and DeCologero were identified as suspects shortly after Bulger's death, but they remained uncharged for years as the investigation dragged on.

    


Prior to Bulger's death, employees at Hazelton had been sounding the alarm about violence and understaffing. After Bulger was killed, prison officials were criticized for placing him in the general population instead of more protective housing.
A Justice Department inspector general investigation found in 2022 that the killing was the result of multiple layers of management failures, widespread incompetence and flawed policies at the federal Bureau of Prisons. The inspector general found no evidence of "malicious intent" by any bureau employees but said a series of bureaucratic blunders left Bulger at the mercy of rival gangsters.
In July, the U.S. Senate passed legislation to overhaul oversight and bring greater transparency to the Bureau of Prisons following reporting from The Associated Press that exposed systemic corruption in the federal prison system and increased congressional scrutiny.
Bulger, who ran the largely Irish mob in Boston in the 1970s and '80s, was also an FBI informant who provided the agency with information on the main rival to his gang.

    


He became one of the nation's most wanted fugitives after fleeing Boston in 1994, thanks to a tip from his FBI handler that he was about to be indicted. He was captured at age 81 after more than 16 years on the run.
Bulger was convicted in 2013 in a string of 11 killings and dozens of other gangland crimes, many of them committed while he was said to be an FBI informant.
DeCologero, who was in a gang led by his uncle, was convicted of buying heroin that was used to try to kill a teenage girl because his uncle feared she would betray the crew to police. After the heroin did not kill her, another man broke her neck, dismembered her body and buried her remains in the woods, court records say.

    


Geas was a close associate of the Mafia and acted as an enforcer but was not an official "made" member because he is Greek, not Italian. He and his brother were sentenced to life in 2011 for their roles in several violent crimes, including the 2003 killing of Adolfo "Big Al" Bruno, a Genovese crime family boss in Springfield, Massachusetts. Another mobster ordered Bruno's killing because he was upset that he had talked to the FBI, prosecutors said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/whitey-bulger-prison-killing-sentence-9f667b79ba594d2615bf1083dc6d72a1
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            Iranian protesters hold posters of the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a demonstration to condemn killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, at Felestin Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A young woman reacts during a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, at al-Bass Palestinian refugee camp, in the southern port city of Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People visit the site of a rocket strike that killed twelve children and teens at a soccer field in the village of Majdal Shams, in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a conversation on Advancing Security and Prosperity in the Indo-Pacific Region with Singapore's Ambassador-at-Large Chan Heng Chee at the Asian Civilisations Museum in Singapore, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            Supporters of the Pakistani religious group "Jamaat-e-Islami" offer the Absent funeral prayer for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, in Hyderabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Pervez Masih)
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            In this photo released by the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, right, speaks with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh in their meeting in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. A portrait of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini hangs on the wall. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. The Israeli military said Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, that it has confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            A supporter of the Islamist Hamas movement carries her son, who holds a machine gun toy during a protest in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Members of Tehran University Council attend a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh as they carry Iranian and Palestinian flags while they walk on a representation of the Israeli flag at the University, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE - Mourners from the Druze minority surround the bodies of some of the 12 children and teens killed in a rocket strike at a soccer field, in the village of Majdal Shams at the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Sunday, July 28, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            Supporters of the Pakistani religious group "Jamaat-e-Islami" hold a poster of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh during a protest to condemn his killing, in Hyderabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Pervez Masih)
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            A Palestinian man walks through a shopping street in the West Bank city of Nablus, where shops are closed, following the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Iranian protesters hold posters of the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in a demonstration to condemn killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, at Felestin Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            A young woman reacts during a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, at al-Bass Palestinian refugee camp, in the southern port city of Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            People visit the site of a rocket strike that killed twelve children and teens at a soccer field in the village of Majdal Shams, in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a conversation on Advancing Security and Prosperity in the Indo-Pacific Region with Singapore's Ambassador-at-Large Chan Heng Chee at the Asian Civilisations Museum in Singapore, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            Supporters of the Pakistani religious group "Jamaat-e-Islami" offer the Absent funeral prayer for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, in Hyderabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Pervez Masih)
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            In this photo released by the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, right, speaks with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh in their meeting in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. A portrait of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini hangs on the wall. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Saturday, July 13, 2024. The Israeli military said Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, that it has confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi, File)
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            A supporter of the Islamist Hamas movement carries her son, who holds a machine gun toy during a protest in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            Members of Tehran University Council attend a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh as they carry Iranian and Palestinian flags while they walk on a representation of the Israeli flag at the University, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE - Mourners from the Druze minority surround the bodies of some of the 12 children and teens killed in a rocket strike at a soccer field, in the village of Majdal Shams at the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Sunday, July 28, 2024. Two back-to-back strikes in Beirut and Tehran, both attributed to Israel and targeting high-ranking figures in Hezbollah and Hamas, have left Hezbollah and Iran in a quandary. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            Supporters of the Pakistani religious group "Jamaat-e-Islami" hold a poster of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh during a protest to condemn his killing, in Hyderabad, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Pervez Masih)
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            A Palestinian man walks through a shopping street in the West Bank city of Nablus, where shops are closed, following the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 12

                                    
                                    A Palestinian man walks through a shopping street in the West Bank city of Nablus, where shops are closed, following the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken appealed for "all parties" in the Middle East to avoid escalatory actions that could plunge the region into further conflict, and said Thursday that a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas was the only way to begin to break the cycle of violence and suffering. 
The remarks came as prayers were held by Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and representatives of Palestinian militia groups for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard. Worry has spread that the shock assassination risks escalating the fighting into an all-out regional war.
No one immediately claimed responsibility for Wednesday's attack, but suspicion quickly fell on Israel, which has vowed to kill Haniyeh and other Hamas leaders over the group's Oct. 7 attack on Israel that sparked the war.
The assassination of Haniyeh in Tehran and the strike against senior Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur in Beirut could upend the attempts to defuse a Middle East powder keg, with Iran also threatening to respond after the attack on its territory. And the Israeli military said Thursday it confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July.

    


During a late-July visit to the U.S., Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his country was determined to win nothing less than "total victory" against Hamas. Asked directly by journalists on the point later, he said that Israel hoped for a cease-fire soon and was working for one.




Here's the latest:
Israel warns its citizens to be vigilant while traveling abroad

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

JERUSALEM -- Israel's National Security Council is warning Israeli travelers to exercise extra caution abroad, citing fears that Israeli or Jewish institutions might be targeted by Iran-allied militants. The warning Thursday comes as tensions escalate over Israel's assassinations of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran and influential Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur in Beirut. 

    


Iran's leaders have vowed revenge for Haniyeh's killing, which was considered one of the most embarrassing breaches of Iran's defenses in years. International alarm has grown over the possibility of an all-out regional conflict.
Israeli authorities said that Iran's regional proxies could seek retaliation through attacks on embassies, synagogues, Israeli businesses and other sites around the world and urged Israeli travelers to avoid demonstrations and remain vigilant in public places. The security council also warned Israelis against wearing symbols that make them identifiable as Jews.
Funeral procession for Hezbollah commander draws hundreds of mourners 
BEIRUT -- In the southern suburbs of the Lebanese capital, hundreds of black-clad mourners packed an auditorium Thursday for the funeral procession of Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur, killed in an Israeli strike in Beirut this week.
Many of them held Hezbollah flags or photos of Shukur. An escort of red-capped fighters carried Shukur's coffin, also draped in a Hezbollah flag, down the aisle to the backing of a military band.
An unusual calm prevailed Thursday on the Lebanon-Israel border, where exchanges of rockets and shelling have become a daily occurrence. Hezbollah claimed no rocket launches into Israel during the day.

    


It and Iran have been mulling their response to the killings of Shukur and of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in a suspected Israeli strike in Tehran on Wednesday,
The killings have triggered fears of a cycle of escalation that could spark a regional war that has been narrowly avoided over the past 10 months.
Iran says one of its military advisers died in an Israeli airstrike in Beirut
TEHRAN, Iran -- Iran's Revolutionary Guard said Thursday that an Iranian military adviser died in the Israeli airstrike in Beirut earlier in the week that killed a senior Hezbollah commander.
In a statement on its website, the Guard identified the adviser as Milad Bidi, saying he had been operating in Syria and Lebanon. The Guard has advisers in both countries working with key allies Hezbollah, the Syrian government and other militias.
The Guard did not specify the day of the strike that killed Bidi, but Tuesday evening's attack was the only Israeli strike hit in the Lebanese capital since January. The strike hit a building in a Beirut suburb, killing a Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur, along with at least five civilians.

    


The Beirut strike and an alleged Israeli airstrike in Tehran that killed Hamas' top political leader Ismail Haniyeh on Wednesday have hiked fears of an expanded regional war. Shukur's funeral was set to take place Thursday in Beirut.
Singapore calls for de-escalation in the Middle East
SINGAPORE -- Singapore is deeply concerned about developments in the Middle East, including the killing of Haniyeh, who was involved in negotiations for a cease-fire in Gaza, the government said Thursday. 
"This puts at risk efforts to secure a cease-fire agreement that would allow for the release of all hostages and facilitate humanitarian assistance to the civilian population," the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. 

    


Singapore called on all parties to take steps to de-escalate tensions to avoid a wider regional conflagration.
Israel says it confirmed Hamas military wing chief Deif was killed
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Thursday that it has confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in an airstrike in Gaza in July.
Israel targeted Deif in a July 13 strike that hit a compound on the outskirts of the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis, but the military said for weeks it was working to determine if he died in the blast. Hamas has denied he was killed. More than 90 other people, including displaced civilians in nearby tents, were killed in the strike, Gaza health officials said at the time.
In a statement Thursday, the Israeli military said that "following an intelligence assessment, it can be confirmed that Mohammed Deif was eliminated in the strike."
There was no immediate comment from Hamas.
A US container ship is delivering thousands of tons of aid to Gaza
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- An American container carrier ship is making trips from Cyprus to the Israeli port of Ashdod every few days to deliver at least another 2,200 tons of donated humanitarian aid that's intended for Palestinians in war-torn Gaza.
The United States decided in July to dismantle its military-built pier carrying the aid directly to the Palestinian territory, but in the meantime, Israeli officials remain on hand at the Cypriot port to monitor screening procedures that employ large, arc-shaped X-Ray machines through which pallet-laden trucks pass. 
So far, nearly 10,000 tons of humanitarian aid -- about 80% of which is food -- have reached Gaza through the maritime link and officials are looking ahead to help in eventual reconstruction efforts once a firm cease-fire is in place.
The U.S.-headquartered charity World Central Kitchen made the first direct Cyprus-Gaza trip as part of the maritime corridor initiative on March 12 with the Open Arms ship that towed a barge loaded with aid pallets to a makeshift jetty.
Iran's Parliament speaker blames the US in a speech at Hamas leader Haniyeh's funeral
TEHRAN, Iran -- In his speech at Haniyeh's funeral ceremony in Tehran, Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf said that such attacks are carried out under the United States' guidance and coordination, "and nothing happens without the coordination and support of criminal America."
State TV broadcast Qalibaf's speech live as he insisted that the U.S. had a role in Haniyeh's assassination, and accused Washington of lying that it had not been informed of any plans for the attack.
Thousands of people in Tehran attended the Haniyeh's funeral, waving Iranian, Palestinian, and Hezbollah flags.
State TV showed people on the street mostly wearing black dresses representing sadness, in temperatures already reaching 33 degrees Celsius (91.4 degrees Fahrenheit) at 11 a.m. local time. A giant mist sprayer was deployed to make the hot temperature cooler for the people. The coffins could be seen being placed in a truck and moved on the street toward Azadi, "Freedom" in Farsi, Square in Tehran, with people throwing flowers at them.
Thousands in Istanbul protest Haniyeh's assassination
ISTANBUL -- Thousands of people marched in central Istanbul to protest the assassination of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh.
Carrying Palestinian flags and photographs of Haniyeh, the protesters gathered outside Fatih Mosque late Wednesday, marched through the historic district of Fatih, and performed funeral prayers for the Hamas chief.
"Let's not let the blood of the children there be shed anymore, we say enough is enough. Let's go there. Let's fight," said Veysel Orhan, one of the protesters.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who has been one of Israel's most vocal critics, has denounced Haniyeh's killing as a "despicable act" and vowed to continue supporting the Palestinian cause "with all our means and strength."
Blinken urges all parties in the Middle East to avoid escalating the tense region into further conflict
ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia -- United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken says "all parties" in the Middle East must avoid escalatory actions that could plunge the region into further conflict following the assassination of Hamas' political leader in Tehran that Hamas and Iran have blamed on Israel.
Speaking in the Mongolian capital of Ulaanbaatar on Thursday, Blinken appealed for countries to "make the right choices in the days ahead" and said that a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza was the only way to begin to break the current cycle of violence and suffering. Blinken did not mention Israel, Iran or Hamas by name in his comments.
"Right now, the path that the region is on is toward more conflict, more violence, more suffering, more insecurity and it is crucial that we break the cycle and that starts with the cease-fire that we've been working on, which I believe is not only achievable, it has to be achieved," Blinken said.
Blinken noted that even while in Asia he has been on the phone with regional leaders, including the prime minister of Qatar and the foreign minister of Jordan.
"We're all focused on making sure we can get the cease-fire over the finish line and building on it for everyone's sake, for the future," he said.
Iran holds prayers for late Hamas leader Haniyeh
BEIRUT -- Iran's supreme leader and representatives of Palestinian militias he backs prayed Thursday over the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard, who were killed in a shocking assassination blamed on Israel that risked escalating into an all-out regional war.
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei prayed over Haniyeh's coffin at Tehran University while Iran's new President Masoud Pezeshkian stood next to him. State television later showed the coffins placed in a truck and moved on the street toward Azadi Square in Tehran, with people throwing flowers at them.
After the funeral services in Tehran, Haniyeh's remains are to be transferred to Qatar for burial Friday.
Haniyeh came to Tehran to attend Pezeshkian's inauguration. Associated Press photos showed the Hamas leader seated alongside leaders from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group and Hezbollah, and Iranian media showed him and Pezeshkian hugging. Haniyeh had met earlier with Khamenei.
Australia's prime minister urges citizens to avoid travel to Lebanon
SYDNEY -- Australia's Prime Minister Anthony Albanese urged thousands of Australian citizens in Lebanon to leave and warned Thursday that the Beirut airport could soon close.
"I take the opportunity to say to Australians: Do not travel to Lebanon at the moment," Albanese told reporters in Sydney.
"There is a risk that the Beirut airport might not be open for commercial flights and given the numbers of people who are there, there's no guarantee that we can just guarantee that people will be able to come home through other means if that airport is shut."
Albanese said he was "very concerned" that conflict in the Middle East would escalate following the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran.
"We want to see a de-escalation, we want to see a cease-fire, we want to see the hostages released and we want to see a plan for peace and security in the Middle East where both Israelis and Palestinians can live in peace and security with prosperity," Albanese said.
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Hezbollah leader says war with Israel has entered 'new phase' after killings of top militant figures

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands attended the procession in the streets of the Iranian capital, where top Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh's coffin was carried through the city in an ornate vehicle. Iran's supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei led funeral prayers in a well-attended service at Tehran University.
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            In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, third right, leads a prayer over the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at the Tehran University campus, in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian prays at second right. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            Iranians follow a truck, center, carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians attend the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard, some of them holding up posters with his photo and reading in Arabic: "Congratulations Haniyeh!" at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians follow a truck, center, carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 19

                                    
                                    Iranians follow a truck, center, carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 19 | 
            People mourn during the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel, on Wednesday, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            In this photo released by the official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, people carry the coffin of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh who was killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during his funeral ceremony at the Tehran University campus, in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, center, leads a prayer over the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at the Tehran University campus, in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian prays at center right. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            Iranians follow a truck, center, carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians attend the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard at Azadi (Freedom) St. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, Hanyeh and his bodyguard were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians burn a representation of the Israeli flag during the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians attend the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard, at Azadi (Freedom) St. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians carrying posters with a photo of late Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh attend his funeral ceremony, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. Signs in Arabic reads: "Congratulations Haniyeh!" (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians burn a representation of the Israeli flag during the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard who were killed in an assassination blamed on Israel on Wednesday, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranians attend the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Iranian woman, carrying a Palestinian flag, walks to attend the funeral ceremony of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard, at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their top commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday, July 30, during his funeral procession in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah fighters stand behind the coffin of their top commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday, July 30, during his funeral procession in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their top commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday, July 30, during his funeral procession in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 19

                                    
                                    Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their top commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday, July 30, during his funeral procession in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      

    

            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ABBY SEWELL and KAREEM CHEHAYEB

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Hezbollah's leader warned Thursday that the conflict with Israel has entered a "new phase," as he addressed mourners at the funeral of a commander from the group who was killed by an Israeli airstrike this week in Beirut.
Meanwhile in Tehran, Iran's supreme leader prayed over the body of Hamas' political leader, who was killed in a presumed Israeli assassination.
The back-to-back killings have increased fears of an escalation into a wider war, leaving the region waiting to see how Iran and ally Hezbollah will respond. Iran has vowed retaliation against Israel for the strike that killed Hamas' Ismail Haniyeh on Wednesday in the Iranian capital of Tehran. Israel has not denied or confirmed responsibility for the killing.
Israel did confirm it carried out the strike Tuesday in Beirut that killed Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur, along with an Iranian military adviser and at least five civilians. Israel said Shukur was behind a rocket attack days earlier that hit a soccer field in the Israeli-held Golan Heights, killing 12 children. Hezbollah denied being behind that strike, a denial that Nasrallah reiterated.

    


In a speech via video link to mourners gathered with Shukur's coffin at an auditorium in a Beirut suburb, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said, "We ... have entered a new phase that is different from the previous period."




"Do they expect that Hajj Ismail Haniyeh will be killed in Iran and Iran will remain silent?" he said of the Israelis. Addressing Israelis who celebrated the two killings, he said, "Laugh a bit and you will cry a lot."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But as he often does, Nasrallah kept his comments vague, vowing a "very-well studied retaliation" without saying what form it would take. He said only that Israel "will have to wait for the anger of the region's honorable people."
"The enemy and the one who is behind the enemy" -- an apparent reference to Israel's chief ally, the United States -- "will have to wait for our coming response," he said.

    


International officials have been scrambling to avert a cycle of retaliation before it spirals into a greater war. Since the Gaza war began in October, Hezbollah and Israel have traded fire almost daily across the border in exchanges that have caused deaths and the evacuation of tens of thousands from their homes. But they have also stayed within limits.
Several times, strikes that appeared to cross red lines raised fears of an acceleration into full-fledged war, but outside diplomacy reined in the two sides. Hezbollah faces strong pressure not to draw Lebanon into a repeat of the militant group's 2006 war with Israel, which wreaked heavy death and destruction in the country.
Israel and Iran risked plunging into war earlier this year when Israel hit Iran's embassy in Damascus in April. Iran retaliated, and Israel countered in an unprecedented exchange of strikes on each other's soil, but international efforts succeeded in containing that cycle before it spun out of control.
In Beirut's southern suburbs, the biggest Shiite district in the capital, hundreds of black-clad mourners packed the auditorium, many of them holding Hezbollah flags or photos of Shukur. An escort of red-capped fighters carried Shukur's coffin, also draped in a Hezbollah flag, down the aisle to the backing of a military band.

    


In his speech, Nasrallah praised Shukur as a veteran commander and denied that Hezbollah carried out the deadly strike on the soccer field in the mainly Druze town of Majdal Shams in the Golan.
"We have the courage to take responsibility for where we strike, even if it's a mistake. If we made a mistake, we would admit and apologize," he said, adding, "The enemy made itself the judge, jury, and executioner without any evidence."
An unusual relative calm prevailed Thursday on the Lebanon-Israel border. Hezbollah claimed no rocket launches into Israel during the day. The Lebanese state news agency said a strike hit the house of a Syrian family in a southern Lebanese town, killing at least four people and wounding several others.

    


Nasrallah said Hezbollah's fighters would also return to military operations Friday, ending the period of mourning for Shukur, but that the renewed strikes would be unrelated to the retaliation for his killing.
Earlier Thursday in Tehran, Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei prayed over Haniyeh's coffin in a ceremony at Tehran University, with the new president, Masoud Pezeshkian, next to him. State television later showed the coffin placed in a truck and moved on the street toward Azadi Square in Tehran and people throwing flowers at it.
Haniyeh's remains are to be transferred to Qatar for burial Friday.
Haniyeh came to Tehran to attend the inauguration of Pezeshkian. Associated Press photos showed the Hamas leader seated alongside leaders from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group and Hezbollah, and Iranian media showed him and Pezeshkian hugging. Haniyeh had met earlier with Khamenei.

    


Hours later, he was killed in a strike that hit a residence Haniyeh uses in Tehran. Iranian authorities said the attack is under investigation but haven't provided details.
Israel had pledged to kill Haniyeh and other Hamas leaders over the group's Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that sparked the war in Gaza. On Thursday, Israel said it had confirmed that the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, was killed in a July 13 airstrike in Gaza. Hamas, which earlier said Deif survived the blast, did not immediately comment.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said "all parties" in the Middle East must avoid escalatory actions that could plunge the region into further conflict.
Speaking Thursday in the Mongolian capital of Ulaaanbataar, Blinken appealed for countries to "make the right choices in the days ahead" and said a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza was the only way to begin to break the current cycle of violence and suffering. Blinken did not mention Israel, Iran or Hamas by name in his comments.
___
Associated Press writers Bassem Mroue in Beirut and Amir Vahdat in Tehran contributed to this report. 
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            United States' Ilona Maher, bronze medalist in the women's rugby sevens, poses for a portrait with her medal at Champions Park during the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, France, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Thibaud Moritz/Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States' Ilona Maher, front, leaps with New Zealand's Stacey Waaka for a high ball during the women's semifinal Rugby Sevens match between New Zealand and the United States at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            United States' Ilona Maher smiles as she leaves the medal presentation ceremony with her bronze medal for the Rugby Sevens at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            United States' Ilona Maher celebrates after her team won the women's bronze medal Rugby Sevens match between the United States and Australia at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            United States' Ilona Maher, centre reacts as she stands on the podium with her bronze medal during the presentation ceremony Rugby Sevens at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Ilona Maher, America's rugby-playing social media sweetheart, walked onto the terrace of Team USA House carrying a sandwich, the United States' first ever rugby sevens Olympic medal hanging around her neck. 
In between a rapid-fire media rotation, she squeezed in bites of her snack and reapplied her trademark red lipstick. It was authentic Maher, who uses the platform she has built to promote body positivity and the sport she loves, all while insisting women who run, tackle and throw stiff arms can still be feminine.
Maher, who first shot to stardom three years ago by using her wicked sense of humor to document behind-the-scenes life at the Tokyo Olympics, helped lead the U.S. to the bronze medal at the Paris Games with a heart-stopping finish in a 14-12 victory over Australia. The bronze medal match ended with Alex "Spiff" Sedrick scoring on a length-of-the-field try as time expired, then putting a kick through the uprights.

    


Maher's tear-filled interview after the match was enough to make any American want to run through a wall for the 27-year-old Vermont native who has both a nursing degree and a masters in business but really just wants to play rugby and promote the sport to girls across the world. 




"I think the stereotype around a rugby player is this idea that you need to drop your femininity and play a very masculine, brutal sport," Maher said Wednesday, a day after the medal match. "Myself and my team and some others on the circuit like Australia and Ireland, are showing that femininity. We are doing our makeup before games, wearing makeup, wanting to feel pretty out there. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"But that doesn't take away from how amazing we tackle and hit and run. You can be those things, and the stereotypes around women's sports just should be thrown out the window now." 
Maher, who uses the the hashtag #beastbeautybrains on social media, became the most-followed rugby player on Instagram during these Games with 2 million followers. She has 1.9 million followers on TikTok.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


She has continued to document life at the Olympics and called the Athlete's Village "The Villa" in a nod to "Love Island" (she watches the British version, and thinks she could be on the show but "wouldn't be a bombshell"). But her biggest impact has been her messages of body positivity and a 2-month-old post resurfaced this week in which she clapped-back at a commenter who mocked her for having a body mass index (BMI) of 30. 

    


"I think you were trying to roast me, but this actually is a fact. I do have a BMI of 30 -- well, 29.3 to be more exact," Maher said on TikTok. "I've been considered overweight my whole life."
She revealed she weighs 200 pounds (90 kilograms) and is 5-foot-10 (178 centimeters): the two measurements used to calculate BMI. A BMI between 25 and 29.9 is considered in the overweight range, and a BMI of 30 and above is considered obese.
Maher said she was humiliated by the label, particularly when she turned in paperwork from a high school physical that labeled her overweight. 

    


"I was so embarrassed to turn that in and have that written there," Maher said in the TikTok. "My whole life, I've been this way."
She said she was surprised that "body-positive posts posted months, a couple of years ago, weeks ago" have resurfaced, but that its an important message for her to deliver. 
"It's just like I always preach, and it is really important for me to constantly preach because the message never stops and young girls have to be like, 'Oh, man, OK, I feel great about my body,'" she said. "I love it. It has to be a constant stream. I think there's this idea about what female athletes are and this need to be lean and fit. But, no, there's athletes of all shapes and sizes competing at the Olympics." 
Sally Horrox, World Rugby's director of women's rugby, said Maher is an "unprecedented" athlete who will help rugby grow. 
"She's not following anyone. She is leading the way," Horrox told The Associated Press. "That profile in the States and her global profile growing, that will do wonders for rugby and for women's sport. She speaks so powerfully about what rugby has done for her in terms of body self-confidence, body image, opportunity and she wants that for girls, in particular, and if it happens to be rugby, great. 

    


"But she'll talk about that purpose and the value of sport and health and lifestyle, and she'll do that outside of the rugby arena. I'm really impressed, and she should be very proud of what she's doing."
Her teammates all share the same passion for Maher's messaging. Sammy Sullivan, who took up rugby at West Point, where she graduated in 2020 and is an active Army captain, said the biggest stereotype women rugby players have to fight is that they can't be girly girls. 
"People see us as having a lack of femininity, and I think it's the complete opposite," Sullivan said. "I think strength and power and aggression can be feminine and can be beautiful if you want it to be. Our team is the epitome of that. All of us show our femininity in different ways and that's something beautiful behind the women of U.S. rugby." 

    


It's worked for Maher, who said Wednesday she hopes to play in Los Angeles in 2028. She now has a bronze medal and will be seeking gold -- and to continue shutting down the critics of her body, like she ended her video message.
"I'm going to the Olympics," she said. "And you're not."
___
This story has been corrected to clarify that Maher's quote about "Love Island" was that she "wouldn't be a bombshell."
___
AP Sports Writer John Pye contributed to this report.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Hollywood's video game performers head to the picket line over AI protections
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                    FILE - SAG-AFTRA signage is seen on the side of the headquarters in Los Angeles on Friday, Nov. 10, 2023.Hollywood's video game performers voted to go on strike Thursday, July 25, 2024, throwing part of the entertainment industry into another work stoppage after talks for a new contract with major game studios broke down over artificial intelligence protections. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel,File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Hollywood's video game performers are heading to the Warner Bros. Studios lot Thursday to picket against what they call an unwillingness from top gaming companies to protect voice actors and motion capture workers equally against the unregulated use of artificial intelligence. 
The protest marks the first large labor action since game voice actors and performance workers voted to strike last week. The work stoppage came after more than 18 months of negotiations with gaming giants, including divisions of Activision, Warner Bros. and Walt Disney Co., over a new interactive media agreement stalled over protections around the use of AI.
Union leaders have billed AI as an existential crisis for performers. Game voice actors and motion capture artists' likenesses, they say, could be replicated by AI and used without consent and fair compensation. The unregulated use of AI, the union says, poses "an equal or even greater threat" to performers in the video game industry than it does in film and television because the capacity to cheaply and easily create convincing digital replicas of performers' voices is widely available.

    


Audrey Cooling, a spokesperson for the video game producers, said the companies have offered AI protections as well as "a significant increase in wages for SAG-AFTRA represented performers in video games."




"We have worked hard to deliver proposals with reasonable terms that protect the rights of performers while ensuring we can continue to use the most advanced technology to create a great gaming experience for fans," Cooling said. "We have proposed terms that provide consent and fair compensation for anyone employed under the (contract) if an AI reproduction or digital replica of their performance is used in games."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

SAG-AFTRA's negotiating committee argued that the studios' definition of who constitutes a "performer" is key to understanding the issue of who would be protected.

    


"The industry has told us point blank that they do not necessarily consider everyone who is rendering movement performance to be a performer that is covered by the collective bargaining agreement," SAG-AFTRA Chief Contracts Officer Ray Rodriguez said at a news conference last week, adding that some physical performances are being treated as "data."
The union had been negotiating with an industry bargaining group consisting of signatory video game companies. Those companies are Activision Productions Inc., Blindlight LLC, Disney Character Voices Inc., Electronic Arts Productions Inc., Formosa Interactive LLC, Insomniac Games Inc., Llama Productions LLC, Take 2 Productions Inc., VoiceWorks Productions Inc. and WB Games Inc.
The global video game industry generated nearly $184 billion in revenue in 2023, according to game market forecaster Newzoo, with revenues projected to reach $207 billion in 2026.
"We are at the table because we want to include SAG-AFTRA-represented performers in our productions, and we will continue working to resolve the last remaining issue in these negotiations," Cooling said. "Our goal is to reach an agreement with the union that will end this strike."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sagaftra-strike-video-games-ai-f3f18ad01c5b8f4d525a836aeb531447
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Leon Marchand pulls off one of the most audacious doubles in swimming history at the Paris Olympics

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of French fans exploded into cheers as swimming prodigy Leon Marchand won his second Olympic gold medal, overtaking Hungary's Kristof Milak in the men's 200-meter butterfly individual event on Wednesday. (AP Video/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. Marchand won gold setting a new Olympic record. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand stands on the winner's podium following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 23

                                    
                                    Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 23 | 
            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 23

                                    
                                    Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 23 | 
            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Gold medalist Katie Ledecky, of the United States, poses after the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, competes in the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. Ledecky won gold setting a new Olympic record. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Sarah Sjoestroem, of Sweden, celebrates after winning the women's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Sarah Sjoestroem, of Sweden, celebrates after winning the women's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, celebrates after winning the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Supporters of gold medalist Leon Marchand cheer during the medal ceremony for the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 23

                                    
                                    Supporters of gold medalist Leon Marchand cheer during the medal ceremony for the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 23 | 
            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Gold medalist Katie Ledecky, of the United States, stands with silver medalist Anastasiia Kirpichnikova, of France, left, and bronze medalist Isabel Gose, of Germany, on the podium after the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Leon Marchand, center, of France, stands with silver medalist Kristof Milak, left, of Hungary, and bronze medalist Ilya Kharun, of Canada, following the men's 200-meter butterfly final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand, of France, greets fans after the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand, of France, poses after the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of the 2024 Olympics in Paris, including Simone Biles' pursuit of another gold medal in the women's gymnastics all-around finals.



    


NANTERRE, France (AP) -- Turns out, those comparisons to Michael Phelps weren't far fetched at all when it comes to Leon Marchand.
They certainly weren't a burden for the 22-year-old Frenchman.
Marchand completed one of the most audacious doubles in swimming history Wednesday night, winning the 200-meter butterfly and the 200 breaststroke about two hours apart in front of a home crowd cheering his every stroke.
Two grueling races. Two very different strokes. Two Olympic records. Two gold medals.
Take that, Phelps, who did several doubles of his own while claiming a record eight golds at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
"I'm a really shy person," Marchand said. "I was kind of the center of attention during those two races. I was trying to get the energy from the whole crowd. They're amazing to me, pushing me in every final."
Thrilling the French fans and claiming the spotlight even on a night when Katie Ledecky romped to another gold medal, Marchand notched his second and third victories at La Defense Arena and stamped himself -- with the Olympics not even a week old -- as one of the faces of the Paris Games.

    


After rallying to beat world-record holder and defending Olympic champion Kristof Milak in the 200 fly with a finishing kick for the ages, Marchand made it look easy in the 200 breast.




He led all the way, touching in 2 minutes, 5.85 seconds as more than 15,000 fans -- many of them holding up cardboard cutouts of his smiling face -- nearly blew the roof off La Defense Arena.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Leon! Leon! Leon!" they screamed, a chant that was sure to carry on through the night in Paris.
Marchand gets thing rolling
Trailing most of the way in the 200 fly, Marchand surged past the Hungarian Milak on the final lap to finish with an Olympic record of 1:51.21, touching first by just by .54 of a second.
Marchand's final lap was nearly 0.66 faster than anyone else in the field -- and 1.26 clear of Milak.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"I've been watching so many races from him," Marchand said. "I know he has a lot of speed, way more than me, so I was just trying to get as close as possible, and then just push it until the end."

    


The bronze went to Canada's Ilya Kharun.
Following up his dominating victory in the 400 individual medley on Sunday, Marchand waved one finger and shook his head just a bit, as if he couldn't quite believe what he had done.
Then, he hustled off the deck to another rousing cheer to begin his warm down, though those preparations were interrupted by a mandatory return for the victory ceremony. 
After a boisterous rendition of "La Marseillaise," the other two medalists walked slowly around the pool, getting their pictures made. 
Not Marchand. He hustled back to the practice pool. There was another race to go.
Ledecky's record gold
The American star made the most of her guest appearance on The Marchand Show by romping to her seventh individual Olympic gold medal -- she also has a relay gold -- and 12th medal overall with a runaway victory in the 1,500 freestyle.
The 27-year-old Ledecky tied fellow Americans Dara Torres, Natalie Coughlin and Jenny Thompson for the most medals ever by a female swimmer. Ledecky already held the mark for most individual gold medals by a woman coming into these Games.

    


"I try not to think about history very much," Ledecky said. "But I know those names, those people that I'm up there with, they're swimmers that I looked up to when I first started swimming. So it's an honor just to be named among them."
Ledecky led right from the start and steadily pulled away, touching in an Olympic-record 15:30.02 in an event that joined the women's program at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
This was similar to the race three years ago: Ledecky far in front and everyone else racing for a silver.
France's Anastasiia Kirpichnikova finished nearly a half lap behind but thrilled the home fans by claiming the second spot on the podium in 15:40.35.
The bronze went to Germany's Isabel Gose at 15:41.16.
After starting the Paris Games with a bronze in the 400 freestyle, this result looked more familiar for Ledecky.
She was clearly thrilled to be on top again, splashing the water and pumping her fist several times walking across the deck -- a rare show of emotion for a stoic athlete who performs with machine-like efficiency.

    


"I know a lot of other people expected it of me," Ledecky said. "That doesn't make it easy. I mean, it's not easy to always follow through and you get the job done."
Marchand returns for more gold
As Ledecky was walking off the deck with her gold medal, it was time for Marchand to go for his second of the night,
No problem. He blew away the field in the 200 breaststroke with an Olympic record of 2:05.85, knocking off another champion from Tokyo. 
Australia's Zac Stubblety-Cook settled for the silver this time, nearly a second behind in 2:06.79. Claiming the bronze was Caspar Corbeau of the Netherlands.
"The most exciting part of that whole race and watching him soak it all up and have his moment," Stubblety-Cook said. "I think it's awesome. It's great for the sport of swimming and it's great to see the better half of 15,000 people chanting one person's name and watching swimming live."

    


Marchand climbed out of the pool and stared at the scoreboard. He tussled his mop of curly hair a few times, then threw his arms in the air.
His work was done, at least for a few hours. Next up is the 200 individual medley, which begins with heats Thursday morning.
"I'm so very proud of him," said his coach, American Bob Bowman, who also was Phelps' coach. "That's a tremendous, historic effort."
China's Pan Zhanle sets first swimming world record of Paris Games 
Nearly lost in all the hoopla was China's Pan Zhanle setting the first world record of these Games, breaking his own mark in the 100 freestyle.
He won in 46.40, easily knocking off the mark of 46.80 he set in February at the world championships in Doha. 
It was an impressive performance given the shallow pool at La Defense Arena, which has been cited as the big reason no world records fell over the first four days of the meet.
Australia's Kyle Chalmers claimed the silver and David Popovici of Romania nabbed the bronze.
Swedish gold for 5-time Olympian Sjostrom
Sarah Sjostrom made her fifth Olympics a gold-medal celebration with a victory in the 100 freestyle.
Sjostrom had pared down her program at the last two world championships, swimming only the 50 free. She decided to add the 100 at the Paris Games, and boy did that decision pay off.
Her winning time was 52.16, with the U.S. settling for another silver medal -- its eighth of the swimming competition -- when Torri Huske finished in 52.29. Siobhan Haughey of Hong Kong took the bronze.
___
A previous version of this story had the incorrect finishing time for Marchand in the 200 butterfly and an incorrect gap between his time and Milak's. The correct time was 1:51:21, not 1:51.71.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Hungary's Zsanett Kuttor-Bragmayer, left, splashes water on her face before the start of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden, center, competes in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Athletes dive into the water for the start of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Athletes compete in the swimming race in the Seine River during the women's individual triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Chile's Diego Maya, right, and Portugal's Vasco Vilaca dive back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)
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            FILE - Triathlon competitors swim in Sydney Harbor with the Sydney Opera House and Harbor Bridge as backdrops during a trial run of the Olympic triathlon, Sept. 10, 2000. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft, File)
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            FILE - Athletes return to the dock after a false start for the men's individual triathlon at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 26, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE Competitors enter the waters of Copacabana beach during the men's triathlon event of the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, Aug. 18, 2016. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File)
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            Technicians remove the pontoon for the start of the triathlon events after the event was postponed over concerns about water quality in Paris' Seine River, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at the Pont Alexandre III bridge in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Chile's Diego Maya, right, and Portugal's Vasco Vilaca dive back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)
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            FILE - Athletes return to the dock after a false start for the men's individual triathlon at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 26, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE Competitors enter the waters of Copacabana beach during the men's triathlon event of the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, Aug. 18, 2016. (AP Photo/Felipe Dana, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Contrary to a recent action/horror movie, there are no sharks in the Seine. There was a shark watch, though, at the very first Olympic triathlon in 2000 during the Sydney Games.
At the Olympics, water dilemmas are nothing for triathlon swimming.
A boat once got in the way of an Olympic triathlon, too. And now, two of the last three Summer Games triathlons have dealt water quality concerns swirling around the swim portion. 
There always seems to be something with a sport that combines swimming, cycling and running. The trials and tribulations of staging the men's and women's triathlon competitions in Paris' famed waterway are just the latest chapter. 
Organizers have been adamant in their insistence the swimming portion of the triathlon and the marathon swimming events next week could safely be held in the river. There have been health questions leading into the event, similar to Rio in 2016 at the Copacabana beach. 

    


"I understand they're great waterways and they're sources of pride and all that, but I don't think it's worth it just to do this," Dr. Nicole Iovine, an infectious diseases specialist at the University of Florida, said. "Why put anybody at any level of risk? It just doesn't make sense. It's something that cannot be completely controlled from a health and safety perspective. And since there are alternatives, why take the risk?"




Paris Olympics: Seine Water Quality
The scenery around the Seine was certainly picturesque, especially with the Eiffel Tower in the backdrop as the triathletes finished on the bridge that spans the waterway.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, the competition was plagued by concern over the water quality. Elevated levels of bacteria delayed the men's race. But the competition was held and the views played well on television as athletes cycled and ran by Paris' finest attractions.
"We're lucky enough to have probably the most beautiful venue of any race in the Olympics," gold medalist Alex Yee of Britain said.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


It was all part of an ambitious plan to clean up the long-polluted Seine, spending 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion) in infrastructure improvements. A few swim practice sessions needed to be scratched and the men's race pushed back a day due to water quality and held after the women's race.

    


"I didn't think the Seine was that dirty (Wednesday)," said French triathlete Leo Bergere, who won the bronze medal. "Big cities always have to deal with the pollution. Today they managed to deliver."
Rio Games: Contaminated Copacabana Beach
Leading into the Rio de Janeiro Olympics, the waterways around the city remained contaminated with raw human sewage teeming with dangerous viruses and bacteria, according to a 16-month-long study commissioned by The Associated Press at the time.
The AP conducted tests revealed Copacabana Beach, where the marathon and triathlon swimming were to be held and thousands of tourists were likely to swim, exceeded California's limit five times over 13 months of testing.
Eight years later, a private concessionaire is working to recover the aquatic ecosystem in Rio's western zone. The project's goal is to remove enough silt and filth from the Barra and Jacarepagua lagoons to fill 920 Olympic-size swimming pools.

    


Sydney Games: Shark Watch
Divers remained on the lookout for sharks in the waters of Sydney Harbour during a rehearsal swim in 2000, when triathlon made its Olympic debut.
None were spotted. It was just a precaution to calm nervous competitors. The divers used an electrical device to release low frequency signals.
Fast forward to 2024: There's a Netflix film that was recently released called "Under Paris" that stars a shark and involves a triathlon in the Seine. 
Tokyo Games: False start
Move that boat! 
The Olympic men's triathlon needed a restart after dozens of competitors jumped into the water at the Tokyo Games in 2021 while others were stuck on the dock. Because their path was blocked by a boat containing cameras that had moved in the way.
The buzzer was sounded to signal a false start and bring the racers back to the dock. It wasn't heard by everyone and some of the initial leaders were about 200 meters out before they eventually stopped swimming and were ushered back to try again.

    


LA Games: On deck

The Los Angeles Games are about to be on the clock. The marathon swimming and triathlon competitions are expected to take place at the waterfront in Long Beach. Stay tuned.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Hopes of finding more survivors in the mud and debris wane after landslides in India kill 194

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Multiple landslides in southern India have killed 194 people and many others are feared trapped under the debris, after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and villages.
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            Rescuers make their way to the upper regions as they search mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescue workers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Mundakkai, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A rescue worker walks carrying a stretcher as they search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers try to make their way upstream as they search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Indian army soldiers make a bailey bridge as rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers make their way to the upper regions as they search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Health workers carry the body of a landslide victim to the morgue on the second day of the rescue mission following Tuesday's landslides at Meppadi, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            An image of Cuban rebel hero Che Guevara is painted on the wall of a damaged building following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers use machinery to sift through debris on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A rescuer walks past uprooted trees, a damaged car and other debris on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Indian army soldiers set up a prefabricated bridge for across the river rescue operations following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            This photograph provided by PRO Defense Kochi shows Indian army soldiers assembling a prefabricated bridge across a river on the second day of rescue operations at a landslide affected village in Wayanad in southern Kerala, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (PRO Defense Kochi via AP)
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            Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers search through mud and debris for a third day after landslides set off by torrential rains in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                        WAYANAD, India (AP) -- Hopes of finding more than 180 missing people alive waned as rescue workers searched through mud and debris for a third day Thursday after landslides set off by torrential rains killed at least 194 people in southern India.
The rescue work was challenging in a forested, hilly area while more rain fell, said PM Manoj, a spokesperson for Kerala state's top elected official. Nearly 40 bodies were found some 30 kilometers (20 miles) from the area in Wayanad district where the main landslides occurred, after being swept along the Chaliyar River.
Torrents of mud and water swept through tea estates and villages in hilly areas in the district early Tuesday. They flattened houses and destroyed bridges, and rescuers had to pull out people stuck under mud and debris. 
"This is one of the worst natural calamities Kerala state has ever witnessed," Kerala's top elected official, Pinarayi Vijayan, said.

    


Manoj said 187 people were unaccounted for as of Thursday. In addition to the dead and missing, 186 people were injured. Most of the victims were tea estate workers.
More than 5,500 people have been rescued, Vijayan said, with some 1,100 rescue personnel, helicopters and heavy equipment involved. 




The army was constructing a temporary bridge after the main bridge in one of the worst-affected areas was swept away. Images from the site show rescue workers making their way through muck and floodwater while a land excavator cleared debris. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Mundakkai and Chooralmala areas are destroyed, Vijayan said.
Manoj said more than 8,300 people have been moved to 82 government-run relief camps where the government is ensuring food delivery and essential items. 
Local volunteers trekked for kilometers (miles) through the devastation to join the rescuers searching for the missing. They said they also recovered body parts of some of people who were killed in the disaster.

    


"We are finding bodies that have lost limbs. Sometimes we find only limbs," said Shakir Husain, a local shopkeeper.
The area is known for its picturesque tea and cardamom estates, with hundreds of plantation workers living in nearby temporary shelters. Of the nearly 400 houses, only 30 were left intact. The rest were swept away by the landslides, said Husain.
"This was a very beautiful place. I used to visit here many times. My friend had three houses here. Now there is nothing left," he said.
Kerala, one of India's most popular tourist destinations, is prone to heavy rains, flooding and landslides. The Indian Meteorological Department said Wayanad district had up to 28 centimeters (11 inches) of rain on Monday and Tuesday.
India regularly has severe floods during the monsoon season, which runs between June and September and brings most of South Asia's annual rainfall. The rains are crucial for rain-fed crops planted during the season, but often cause extensive damage. Scientists say monsoons are becoming more erratic because of climate change and global warming.
Heavy rains also wreaked havoc in other parts of India in recent days.

    


New Delhi, the Indian capital, shut schools on Thursday after torrential downpours the previous day submerged roads, left residents stranded and killed at least two people, news agency Press Trust of India reported. More rains were expected in the coming days.
In the mountainous state of Himachal Pradesh, three people were killed and around 40 were reported missing after heavy rains and two cloudbursts washed away homes, flooded roads and damaged infrastructure, authorities told PTI on Thursday. Four people were also killed Wednesday in the neighboring Uttarakhand state following heavy rains.
Meanwhile, at least 13 people, including three children, were killed in lightning strikes in eastern Bihar state on Thursday, a statement from the chief minister's office said. Most of the victims had gone to plant paddy in the fields when lightning struck them.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-kerala-landslides-rains-5d35cde98d749235c2abcb3479b3f633
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand, center, of France, waves as he stands on the winner's podium with silver medalist Zac Stubblety-Cook, left, of Australia, and bronze medalist Caspar Corbeau, of the Netherlands, following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            2 of 11 | 
            Supporters of gold medalist Leon Marchand cheer during the medal ceremony for the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. Marchand won gold setting a new Olympic record. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand, of France, poses after the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter butterfly final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand smiles while standing on the winner's podium following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            10 of 11 | 
            Gold medalist Leon Marchand gestures to the crowd following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            FILE - U.S. swimming star Michael Phelps, left, walks with his coach Bob Bowman during a training session at the World Swimming Championships in Melbourne, Australia. Phelps spoke about having suicidal thoughts at the height of his career and helped produce a documentary about depression among Olympians. He also called on the International Olympic Committee and USOPC to do more. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)
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            Supporters of gold medalist Leon Marchand cheer during the medal ceremony for the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. Marchand won gold setting a new Olympic record. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand, of France, poses after the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter butterfly final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                    Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter butterfly final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand smiles while standing on the winner's podium following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            FILE - U.S. swimming star Michael Phelps, left, walks with his coach Bob Bowman during a training session at the World Swimming Championships in Melbourne, Australia. Phelps spoke about having suicidal thoughts at the height of his career and helped produce a documentary about depression among Olympians. He also called on the International Olympic Committee and USOPC to do more. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11

                                    
                                    FILE - U.S. swimming star Michael Phelps, left, walks with his coach Bob Bowman during a training session at the World Swimming Championships in Melbourne, Australia. Phelps spoke about having suicidal thoughts at the height of his career and helped produce a documentary about depression among Olympians. He also called on the International Olympic Committee and USOPC to do more. (AP Photo/Mark Baker, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PAUL NEWBERRY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NANTERRE, France (AP) -- If there's anyone who can appreciate the magnitude of what Leon Marchand has done at the Paris Olympics, it's Bob Bowman.
The longtime coach was on deck for Michael Phelps' entire career, which gave him a front-row seat for improbable feats such as breaking world records in two different events about an hour apart and winning eight gold medals at a single Summer Games.
It's too soon to call Marchand another Phelps -- after all, the Frenchman still trails the most decorated Olympian ever in the gold medal table 23-3. But it's hardly a stretch to say Marchand's performance at La Defense Arena was downright Phelps-like.
In the space of about two hours Wednesday night, Marchand won gold medals using two very different strokes, both times with the defending champion from the Tokyo Games in the lane next to him.
"I'm so very proud of him," Bowman said of his latest star pupil. "That's a tremendous, historic effort. It just shows the incredible work that he's done for many years to get here."

    


With the same sort of precision that Bowman use to chart out for Phelps, Marchand rallied on the final lap to beat world-record holder and 2021 gold medalist Kristof Milak in the 200-meter butterfly with an Olympic-record time, hustled to the practice pool for a warm down, returned to the deck for the medal ceremony, disappeared again to begin prepping for his next race, then blew away the field -- including defending champ Zac Stubblety-Cook -- to claim gold in the 200 breaststroke while setting another Olympic record..




Whew! 
Marchand has been unflappable under intense pressure

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The way he handled it, his attitude about it, was amazing," Bowman said. "The way that he moved through the different parts of it and how to do it were just exactly right. There hasn't been a part yet that seems that tough."
The 22-year-old Marchand started his Olympics with a flourish, swimming away from everyone in the 400 individual medley on Sunday.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Yet, it was the audacious double that assured he will go down as one of the faces of these games, especially when it was accompanied by a rollicking home crowd of more than 15,000, who held up cardboard cutouts of his smiling face, adorned themselves in the tricolore and nearly blew the roof off the place with each rendition of "La Marseillaise."

    


"It's not easy because you want to enjoy the 15,000 fans that are here to see you," Marchand said. "But I still enjoyed it without losing too much energy or focusing too much on my emotions."
Other Olympic champions are impressed by Marchand's performance
Everyone else seemed to grasp that they were just bit players in The Marchand Show.
"It was awesome, watching him walk out," Stubblety-Cook marveled. "I think it was the most exciting part of that whole race, watching him soak it all up and have his moment."
Comparing Marchand's performance to great moments by Phelps
Bowman watched Phelps do some amazing things.
Swimming afficionados still marvel over the 2003 world championships in Barcelona, where an 18-year-old Phelps set a world record in the semifinals of the 100 butterfly and returned about an hour later to set another world record to win the 200 individual medley.

    


Then, of course, everyone remembers the 2008 Summer Games in Beijing, where Phelps -- swimming day after day after day, including several doubles -- pulled off the inside straight of eight gold medals in eight events, taking down Mark Spitz's iconic Olympic record.
How does Marchand's feat compare to those?
"It's up there," Bowman said.
A child of swimmers, Marchand has been preparing for this for years
The son of French medley swimmers Xavier Marchand and Celine Bonnet, Leon didn't appear overwhelmed in the least by his stunning performance.
He's been building to this moment for several years now, providing the first real glimpse of what was possible at the 2022 worlds championships in Budapest, where he swept the individual medleys and grabbed silver in the 200 butterfly.
Moving to the United States to attend Arizona State University and train under Bowman only accelerated the comparisons to Phelps. That might have overwhelmed some swimmers, but it only seems to have spurred Marchand to greater heights.
"I really enjoyed every moment of those two finals," Marchand said. "It was really amazing for me to swim. Those were really good opponents, too."

    


What's next for Marchand?
He isn't finished yet. 
Marchand returned to the pool about 12 hours later for the preliminaries of the 200 IM on Thursday, an event that now seems like a lock for his fourth gold medal. He posted the third-fastest qualifying time to breeze into the evening semifinals.
"My body is hurting a lot right now," he said. "It's fine, because I'm trained for that."
Marchand is also expected to swim on at least one relay, though his medal chances are much slimmer because France doesn't have the depth of powerhouse nations such as the United States and Australia.
Will Marchand be a celebrity beyond the pool?
Still to come is the victory tour. 
Bowman watched Phelps become a worldwide phenomenon, doing everything from hosting "Saturday Night Live" to becoming a favorite name to drop in rap lyrics.

    


Marchand has yet to fully grasp what awaits him away from the pool. How he handles all that attention will largely determine where his career goes from here, amid speculation that his best is yet to come at the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
"The key thing for him, which sadly I know about, he doesn't know about yet," Bowman said. "He's got to come out of what's next and he has no idea. But I know exactly what's next and then somehow, he has to find his way back to a pool in Austin, Texas (where Bowman now coaches) and start going up and down."
No matter what happens over the rest of a still-burgeoning career, Bowman will encourage Marchand to cling to the memories of what he accomplished on one magical night in the western suburbs of Paris.
"I just hope," the coach said, "he remembers everything about it."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - The Supreme Court is pictured, June 30, 2024, in Washington. President Joe Biden went public Monday, July 29, with major changes he's proposing for the Supreme Court: an enforceable code of ethics, term limits for justices and a constitutional amendment that would limit the justices' recent decision on presidential immunity. There's almost no chance of the proposal passing a closely divided Congress, but the ideas could still spark conversation with public confidence in the court hitting an all-time low in recent years amid ethical revelations about some justices. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer will introduce legislation Thursday reaffirming that presidents do not have immunity for criminal actions, an attempt to reverse the Supreme Court's landmark decision last month. 
Schumer's No Kings Act would attempt to invalidate the decision by declaring that presidents are not immune from criminal law and clarifying that Congress, not the Supreme Court, determines to whom federal criminal law is applied.
The court's conservative majority decided July 1 that presidents have broad immunity from criminal prosecution for actions taken within their official duties -- a decision that threw into doubt the Justice Department's case against Republican former President Donald Trump for his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss.
Schumer, of New York, said that Congress has an obligation and the constitutional authority to check the Supreme Court on its decision. 

    


"Given the dangerous and consequential implications of the court's ruling, legislation would be the fastest and most efficient method to correcting the grave precedent the Trump ruling presented," he said. 




The Senate bill, which has more than two dozen Democratic cosponsors, comes after Democratic President Joe Biden called on lawmakers earlier this week to ratify a constitutional amendment limiting presidential immunity, along with establishing term limits and an enforceable ethics code for the court's nine justices. Rep. Joseph Morelle, D-N.Y., recently proposed a constitutional amendment in the House. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Supreme Court's immunity decision stunned Washington and drew a sharp dissent from the court's liberal justices warning of the perils to democracy, particularly as Trump seeks a return to the White House.
Trump celebrated the decision as a "BIG WIN" on his social media platform, and Republicans in Congress rallied around him. Without GOP support, Schumer's bill has little chance of passing in the narrowly divided chamber.

    


Speaking about Biden's proposal, Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said that Biden's proposal would "shred the Constitution." 
A constitutional amendment would be even more difficult to pass. Such a resolution takes a two-thirds vote in both the House and the Senate, which is highly unlikely at this time of divided government, and ratification by three-fourths of the states. That process could take several years. 
Still, Democrats see the proposals as a warning to the court and an effort that will rally their voting base ahead of the presidential election.
Vice President Kamala Harris, who is running against Trump in the November election, said earlier this week the reforms are needed because "there is a clear crisis of confidence facing the Supreme Court."
The title of Schumer's bill harkens back to Justice Sonia Sotomayor's dissent in the case, in which she said that "in every use of official power, the President is now a king above the law."
The decision "makes a mockery of the principle, foundational to our Constitution and system of government, that no man is above the law," Sotomayor said. 

    


In the ruling, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the majority that "our constitutional structure of separated powers, the nature of presidential power entitles a former president to absolute immunity from criminal prosecution for actions within his conclusive and preclusive constitutional authority."
But Roberts insisted that the president "is not above the law." 
___
Associated Press writer Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report. 
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                    Crippling drought from a nearly rainless year, along with record-high temperatures, is stressing farmers on the Italian island of Sicily. The conditions have burned out much of the region's hay, and that's a crisis for those who raise cattle and sheep. (AP Video by Paolo Santalucia. Produced by Julian Trejo Bax)
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            Sheep are released to graze as the sun sets and temperatures go down, at the Liborio Mangiapane farm, in Cammarata central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Luca Cammarata points at his sheep as they look for water in a dry pond next to his farm, in Contrada Chiapparia, near the town of Caltanissetta, central Sicily, Italy, Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Fanaco Lake that provides water to a vast part of southern Sicily, including the city of Agrigento, shows the extremely low level of it's water after a winter with very scarce precipitations, in Castronovo di Sicilia, central Sicily, Italy, Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Sheep look for water in a dry pond used by local farms for their livestock, in Contrada Chiapparia, near the town of Caltanissetta, central Sicily, Italy, Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Liborio Mangiapane, top left, pulls a pipe to the top of a tank to fill it with water he was brought by a tanker for the cattle of his farm, in Cammarata, central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            A tanker brings water for the cattle of the Liborio Mangiapane, farm, in Cammarata, central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Domenico Mangiapane pours water from a tank he carried with a tractor to a basin as he takes his sheep to spend the night out grazing, to avoid the hottest hours of the day, at the Liborio Mangiapane farm, in Cammarata, central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Sheep look for water in a dry pond used by local farms for their livestock, in Contrada Chiapparia, near the town of Caltanissetta, central Sicily, Italy, Friday, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Maria and Liborio Mangiapane, in Cammarata prepare cheese at their farm in Cammarata, central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Fanaco Lake that provides water to a vast part of southern Sicily, including the city of Agrigento, shows the extremely low level of it's water after a winter with very scarce precipitations, in Castronovo di Sicilia, central Sicily, Italy, Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Domenico Mangiapane carries a water tank with a tractor as he takes his sheep to spend the night out grazing, avoiding the hottest hours of the day, at the Liborio Mangiapane farm, in Cammarata, central Sicily, Italy, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                        CAMMARATA, Italy (AP) -- On a scorching July afternoon, a municipal water truck rolls up in a cloud of dust on Liborio Mangiapane's farm in southern Sicily. Some of the precious liquid gets transferred to a smaller cistern on a tractor that Mangiapane's son will use to fill troughs for 250 cattle and sheep, but by tomorrow, all 10,000 liters from the truck will be gone.
Crippling drought from a nearly rainless year, coupled with record-high temperatures, has burned out much of the region's hay and is pushing farmers to the limit. For Mangiapane, every day is a struggle to find water, with frantic phone calls, long trips to faraway wells and long waits for municipal tankers. 
If rain doesn't come by the end of August, he's afraid he'll have to sell off his livestock.
"We are in a moment of extreme heat and therefore animals need a lot of water," Mangiapane said. "It's a constant anxiety to keep the animals from suffering, but also just to have a chance to wash ourselves."

    


The worst year for rainfall in more than 20 years has sent fodder production down 70% across Sicily, according to Coldiretti, Italy's primary farmers association. The main water basins are almost empty and authorities are strictly rationing water.




The region is one of Italy's breadbaskets, producing 20% of the country's durum wheat that goes into pasta. Coldiretti estimated that the drought could reduce production on the island by as much as 70%, leading to greater reliance on imports. In coming months, the dry year may hit olive oil and peach production. Hot weather has caused the grape harvest to start nearly four weeks early, though that crop is so far undamaged.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In May, the national government declared a state of emergency in Sicily and allocated 20 million euros ($21.7 million) to buy water tankers, dig new wells and fix leaky aqueducts. Coldiretti has donated 1.5 million tons of fodder and the regional government allocated subsidies for farmers forced to buy hay from third parties.

    


Parts of Sicily have had rainfall deficits of up to 60%, according to the meteorology department at Italy's National Research Council. The regional meteorological service reported above-average temperatures throughout June, with highs frequently topping 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) in many areas.
Farmers have seen basins, lakes and ponds that used to be reliable watering spots vanish.
Luca Cammarata watched as his sheep searched for water on his farm in the province of Caltanissetta, one of the hardest-hit parts of Sicily. The area has seen almost no rain for a year, reservoirs are all but empty, and wells and aquifers will have to be tapped at critical levels if it doesn't rain soon.
"Here in this small basin, water has never been lacking," Cammarata said, as his sheep's bells tinkled as they searched for water in the place they used to find it. Soon, the animals would have to return to their barns to avoid the blazing sun.
Nearby Lake Pergusa used to be a haven for migratory birds -- a natural basin with an area of 1.4 square kilometers (0.5 square mile) and an average depth of about 2 meters. Now it looks like a puddle.

    


The story was the same on Mangiapane's place, a little over an hour to the northwest near the municipality of Cammarata. He peered from his barn toward an area where rainwater usually collected in a large pond, providing water for his animals, but the pond was now "as dry as a football pitch."
August typically brings the start of the winter rainy season, said Mangiapane, a longtime rancher who has gained a reputation as an outspoken supporter of natural grazing and small-scale cheese-making over industrial-scale agriculture.
"I wish it will be a bit better than the past season, because this year we had to make a huge effort, both economically and in terms of human resources, with zero profits," he said. "We worked the whole year without profits. No wheat, nor fodder for the cows. And neither the regional government, nor the national one have taken strong measures."
Local authorities have rushed to open new wells, fix desalination equipment and bring in water. In late July, the first Italian navy tanker ship docked in Licata to supply 12 million liters (3.2 million gallons) to the most affected areas.

    


The local water basin authority is tightly rationing water for almost a million residents, with water flowing as little as two to four hours a week in the most affected areas. While the taps are off, households and farms are being supplied by tankers since Sicily's aqueducts lose up to 60% of the water they carry, according to local water company AICA.
As climate change has made rainfall more erratic and driven temperatures higher, there's hope that aqueduct renovations, new reservoirs and deep wells will help Sicily adapt.
Giulio Boccaletti, scientific director of the Euro-Mediterranean Center on Climate Change, said Sicily is experiencing "the new normal" of climate change, and the region will have to examine whether its scarce water is used for the right things -- including what farmers produce.

    


___
Leila El Zabri contributed from Rome.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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From Gaza to Kyiv, a Palestinian doctor lives between two wars

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In war-torn Ukraine, he is Alya Shabaanovich Gali, a popular doctor with a line of patients waiting to see him. To his family thousands of kilometers (miles) away in the besieged Gaza Strip, he is Alaa Shabaan Abu Ghali, the one who left. For the past 30 years, these identities rarely had cause to merge. (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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            Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, looks at debris two weeks after a missile killed nine as it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, shares memories amid debris in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024 two weeks after a missile killed nine as it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8

                                    
                                    Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, shares memories amid debris in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024 two weeks after a missile killed nine as it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 8 | 
            A worker cleans up the debris two weeks after a missile hit a private medical clinic, killing nine in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, stands inside a damaged private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life, two weeks after a missile hit and killed nine in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, looks at debris two weeks after a missile killed nine as it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, looks at damaged equipment standing amid debris two weeks after a missile killed nine when it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8

                                    
                                    Alya Gali, a Gaza Strip-born doctor, looks at damaged equipment standing amid debris two weeks after a missile killed nine when it hit a private clinic where he has worked for most of his professional life in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, July 22, 2024. Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022 catapulted Gali's life into the chaos of constant air raids and missile attacks. Israel's war on Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family and killing two of his relatives. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      

    

            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            SAMYA KULLAB

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- In war-torn Ukraine, he is Alya Shabaanovich Gali, a popular doctor with a line of patients waiting to see him. To his family thousands of kilometers away in the besieged Gaza Strip, he is Alaa Shabaan Abu Ghali, the one who left.
For the past 30 years, these identities rarely had cause to merge: Gali moved away amid instability in Gaza, settled into his new home in Kyiv, adopted a different name to better suit the local tongue, and married a Ukranian woman. Through calls, he kept up with his mother and siblings in Gaza's southernmost city, Rafah. But mostly, their lives played out in parallel.
In February 2022, Russia's invasion of Ukraine threw Gali's life into chaos, with air raids and missile attacks. Nearly 20 months later, the war between Israel and Hamas turned his hometown into a hellscape, uprooting his family. 

    


Both are violent conflicts that have upset regional and global power balances, but they can seem worlds apart as they rage on. Ukraine has lambasted allies for coming to Israel's defense while its own troops languished on the frontlines. Palestinians have decried double standards in international support. In each place, rampant bombardment and heavy fighting have killedtens of thousands and wiped out entire towns. 




In Gali's life, the wars converge. A month ago, his nephew was killed in an Israeli strike while foraging for food. Weeks later, a Russian missile tore through the private clinic where he's worked for most of his professional life. Colleagues and patients died at his feet. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I was in a war there, and now I am in a war here," said Gali, 48, standing inside the hollowed-out wing of the medical center as workers swept away glass and debris. "Half of my heart and mind are here, and the other half is there.
"You witness the war and destruction with your family in Palestine, and see the war and destruction with your own eyes, here in Ukraine."

    


Gaza to Kyiv 
There's an Arabic saying to describe a family's youngest child -- the last grape in the bunch. Gali's mother would say the last is the sweetest; the youngest of 10, he was her favorite. 
When Gali was 9, his father died. Money was tight, but Gali excelled in school and dreamed of becoming a doctor -- specializing in fertility, after seeing relatives struggle to conceive. 
In 1987, the first Palestinian intifada, or uprising, erupted in Gaza and the West Bank. Gali joined the youth arm of the Fatah Movement, a party espousing a nationalist ideology, long before the Islamist Hamas group would take root. One by one, friends were arrested and interrogated; some went to prison, others took up arms. 
Gali had a choice: Stay and risk the same fate, or leave.
There was good news: an opportunity to study medicine in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Gali bade tearful goodbyes to his family, not knowing if he'd see them again.
He traveled to Moscow, expecting to catch a train. Instead, he learned Almaty was no longer an option. But there was a spot in Kyiv. 
And so a young Gali arrived in Ukraine in 1992, just after the Soviet Union's collapse.

    


It was like leaving one bedlam for another, he said: "The country was in a state of chaos, with no law and very difficult living conditions." 
Many peers left. Gali stayed, enrolling in medical school. 
New life, new name
In the Ukrainian language, there's no equivalent for Arabic's notoriously difficult glottal consonants. So in Kyiv, Alaa became Alya. He assumed a patronymic middle name, adding the usual suffix to his father's name -- Shabaanovich. 
While learning Russian -- spoken by most Ukrainians who'd lived under the Soviet Union -- Gali struggled with errands. Neighbors helped. Through them, he met his wife. They would have three children.
He finished medical school, becoming a gynecologist specializing in fertility. His career's early days were long, seeing dozens of patients. Eventually, he landed at a practice at the Adonis medical center, where he thrived. 
When Gali drives to work, listening to songs in Arabic, he passes Kyiv's Maidan, a square where anti-government protests set the stage for Russia's seizure of Crimea in 2014. There was a war in Gaza that year, too, he remembers. 

    


Gali mouths the lyrics as Ukrainian street signs whiz by: "You keep crushing us, oh world." 
Wars collide
On July 8, Gali was at work, but his mind was on Gaza. 
A week earlier, a relative reached out -- Gali's 12-year old niece had been killed as Israeli tanks advanced to the edge of the Mawasi camp for displaced Palestinians, northwest of Rafah. Like tens of thousands of Gazans, his family had fled there on foot after Israel designated it a humanitarian zone.
Gali had already been mourning. A nephew, Fathi, was killed the previous month. Gali saw it himself, he said, on television -- his nephew's lifeless body on the screen, headlines flashing in Arabic. He described the image and Fathi's clothes to a relative, who confirmed it was him. 

    


Their deaths weighed heavily on Gali. For nine months, he'd lived in fear for his family, of a text message saying they'd all been killed.
In the medical center that day, air raids rang out all morning. Before greeting his next patient, he shared a few words with the center director. She'd just driven by Okhmadyt Children's Hospital, struck hours earlier by a missile -- a terrible sight, Ukraine's largest pediatric facility in ruins, she told him. He told her about the deaths of his niece and nephew, the darkness of his grief. 
Not long after, Gali's world went even darker.
A Russian missile came hurtling toward the center, triggering an explosion that obliterated the third and fourth floors.
Gali worked on the fourth. In the dense cloud of debris, he sought out shadowy figures covered in blood. He saw a patient and, using his phone for light, pulled her out from under the collapsed roof, as colleagues and others died around him -- nine killed in all.
He led the woman to his office to wait for rescuers. Amid bodies on the floor, he found a colleague, Viktor Bragutsa, bleeding profusely. Gali couldn't resuscitate him. 
A room holding patients' documents had been reduced to debris, their records spanning decades up in smoke. 
He felt pangs of deja vu. 
For months, he'd seen images of Gaza's war. It was as if they'd somehow bled into his life in Ukraine. 
"Nothing is sacred," he said. "Killing doctors, killing children, killing civilians -- this is the picture we are faced with." 
Only pain 
Two weeks later, Gali stood in the same spot, gazing at bombed-out walls as workers sifted through rubble. "What can I feel?" he said "Pain. Nothing else."
The center director's office is destroyed. So is the reception area. Ultrasound machines and operating tables lay haphazardly. 
He had stayed in Ukraine, didn't evacuate his family -- he took comfort in his office, in helping patients. And still, he said, he'll stay.
In Gaza, he knows, there's no safe place for his family to evacuate.
Communicating isn't easy, with telecommunications blackouts. Weeks go by without word, until a nephew or niece finds enough signal to tell him they're alive.
"No matter how difficult and impossible the situation is," he said, "their words are always filled with laughter, patience and gratitude to God.
"I am here, feeling the weight." 
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Meet the Olympics superfan who spent her savings to get to her 7th Games

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vivianne Robinson, 66 and from Los Angeles, is an Olympic superfan who worked two jobs and spent all her savings to make it to her 7th games in Paris. (AP Video/Lujain Jo)
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            Vivianne Robinson poses a photo, during 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. The Olympics superfan has attended seven Games over the span of 40 years. (AP Photo/Lujain Jo)
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            FILE - Vivianne Robinson, of Los Angeles, shows the flag pole she carries with all the countries who have hosted an Olympics as she stops to talk to people on the street while walking through Paris ahead at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 20, 2024. The Olympics superfan has attended seven Games over the span of 40 years. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Vivianne Robinson lets a passer by choose one of the pins Robinson collected from USA Olympics 1984, during 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. The Olympics superfan has attended seven Games over the span of 40 years. (AP Photo/Lujain Jo)
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            FILE - Miniature Eiffel Towers hang from the hat of Vivianne Robinson, of Los Angeles, as she walks through Paris ahead at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 20, 2024. The Olympics superfan has attended seven Games over the span of 40 years. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Covered with pins and adornments, Vivianne Robinson is hard to miss in the streets of Paris.
The Olympics superfan has attended seven Summer Games over the span of 40 years. But this trip to Paris came at a hefty price -- $10,000 to be precise.
Robinson, 66 and from Los Angeles, maxed out her credit cards and worked two jobs to afford the trip and the 38 event tickets she purchased. She worked on Venice Beach during the day, putting names on rice necklaces, and bagged groceries at night. She said she has to work two more years to make up for the money she spent following her passion for the Summer Olympics to Paris.
"It was hard to save up and it's a big budget, but it's a thousand times worth it," she says.
Even still, she was disappointed to pay $1,600 for the opening ceremony only to end up watching a screen on a bridge. "You know how long that takes to make that much money?" she asks, eventually adding: "But things happen in life and life goes on and you win if you lose a few."

    


During her interview, a passerby suggests Robinson use her fame to open an account and ask people to help fund her passion.




"That doesn't matter. I can make the money eventually," she responds.
Robinson's fascination with the Olympics started when her mother worked as a translator for athletes at the University of California, Los Angeles, during the 1984 Olympics in the city. Her mother would come home after work with pins from athletes that she passed to her daughter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Her newfound hobby of collecting pins led her to Atlanta 1996, where she made rice necklaces for athletes in exchange for their pins.
"I got all the pins and I got to meet all the athletes. And in those days, it wasn't high security like now," she recalls. "Now you can't even get near the athletes' village."
From there: Sydney 2000, Athens 2004, London 2012 and Rio 2016. She secured a visa for Beijing 2008, but couldn't ultimately afford the trip. Tokyo was similarly doomed: She bought tickets, but got refunded as COVID-19 soared and the Games were held without spectators.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Robinson's outfits started simply but have become more complex over time. She spent a year working on her Paris outfit, decorating it with hundreds of adornments. Tens of Eiffel Tower ornaments hang from her hat, just above her Olympic ring earrings. Affixed to her clothes are patches, pins and little flags.

    


Her outfit attracts attention. Not a minute goes by before someone stops Robinson to take a photo with or of her. She does it with a smile on her face but admits that it can get too much.
"It is a little bit overwhelming. I can't really get anywhere because everybody stops me for pictures. It takes a long time to get to the venues, but it's OK," she says.
And she says she feels a little like the celebrities she's so excited to have seen -- like Tom Cruise, Lady Gaga and Snoop Dogg at gymnastics.
As soon as these Olympics end, she will start working on the next Summer Games, from working on outfits to saving up for tickets, no matter what it costs -- though it is on her home turf, in Los Angeles.
"Oh, I'm going to do it forever. I'm going to save all my money and just concentrate on Olympics," she said.
___
For more coverage of the Paris Olympics, visit https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games. 
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            Lahainaluna High School 2024 graduate Talan Toshikiyo, center, stands by little sister Taleah Toshikiyo and school college and career counselor Ginny Yasutake as he opens his scholarship announcement in the school's library Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Matthew Thayer)
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            Lahainaluna High School 2024 graduate Keith Baniqued poses with father Johnny Baniqued during a scholarship presentation in the school's library Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Matthew Thayer)
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            Lahainaluna High School 2024 graduate Keith Baniqued applauds alongside father Johnny Baniqued during a scholarship presentation in the school's library Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Matthew Thayer)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- College was the furthest thing from Keith Nove Baniqued's mind after her family's home burned down in a deadly wildfire that decimated her Hawaii town. The 17-year-old, who was 7 when she moved to Maui from the Philippines, was about to start her senior year of high school but shifted her focus to her family's struggles to find a place to live amid the tragedy. 
Nearly a year after the fire that destroyed thousands of other homes and killed 102 people in historic Lahaina, Baniqued is headed to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. And her family doesn't have to worry about how to pay for it, thanks to $325,000 in college scholarships awarded Wednesday to 13 Lahainaluna High School graduates attending schools on the U.S. mainland.
"Even being a senior, I really didn't know if I was going to pursue higher education anymore, only because I didn't want to leave my family in the situation that we were in," she recalled of her feelings after the fire. 

    


Her school survived the blaze, but was closed for two months. The reopening restored a small sense of normalcy and reignited her dream to attend college beyond Hawaii's shores. She also realized a college degree would put her in a better position to help her family's long-term recovery. 




She applied to colleges with nursing programs, channeled her feelings about surviving the fire into scholarship essays and decided she would attend UNLV -- partly because its popularity among Hawaii students would make it feel a bit like home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Using a grant from the Maui Strong Fund of the Hawaii Community Foundation, the Downtown Athletic Club of Hawaii is providing Baniqued and her 12 classmates with about $25,000 each -- meant to cover out-of-state college costs after other scholarships and financial aid for the first year.
"A lifechanging opportunity like this can be beneficial to any Hawaii high school graduate, and even more so for Lahainaluna graduates and all they've gone through," said Keith Amemiya, president of athletic club, which has been spearheading a fundraising campaign to support the Lahainaluna student-athletes and coaches whose homes were destroyed by the fire.

    


In a separate effort after the fire, the University of Hawaii announced scholarships for 2024 Lahainaluna graduates to attend any campus in the statewide system. Nearly 80% of a graduating class of 215 applied to UH campuses, according to school data. As of last week, 105 students had registered at a UH school, leading to a record-number of college-bound Lahainaluna graduates, school officials said, who expect that number to increase by mid-August. 
Ginny Yasutake, a Lahainaluna counselor, reached out to Amemiya to see if there was a way to do something similar to the UH scholarship for student athletes who opted to leave Hawaii for college. 
With help from the Hawaii Community Foundation, they found funding to help even students who weren't athletes. Both organizations are committed to finding a way to provide the scholarships beyond freshman year of out-of-state college and also to underclassmen affected by the fire, Amemiya said. 

    


"These scholarships kind of came in as a last-minute dream," said Principal Richard Carosso. 
And the Hawaii scholarships provided an opportunity to many who never thought college was even possible, he said.
Pursuing college highlights the resilience of a graduating class whose freshman year of high school was disrupted by the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, Carosso said. 
Emily Hegrenes, headed to the University of California, Los Angeles, wrote in her scholarship essay about how she had to find a way to train as a swimmer because the Lahaina Aquatic Center was closed in a restricted burn zone.
"But for my final high school season, I worked harder than ever to recruit enough swimmers to hold team practice at a pool forty-five-minutes away from my hometown," she wrote. "With my Lahaina cap on, I proudly dove straight into my fears."
Talan Toshikiyo, who plans to attend Oxnard College in California, said he aspires to become an engineer and attain financial stability because it was already difficult for Native Hawaiians like him, and other locals, to afford living in Hawaii before the fire. 
"I hope Lahaina is not changed when I come back from the Mainland," he wrote in his essay. "I dream one day all the rent in Maui will be lower so locals will be able to afford it and not have to move far far away."
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                    Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro sits in front of an image of Venezuelan independence hero Simon Bolivar as he gives a news conference at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Maduro insists Venezuelan electoral system was hacked by opposition in plot against government

        
        
            Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro on Wednesday insisted that there had been a plot against his government, that the electoral system was hacked and protests have targeted the offices of National Electoral Council. (AP/ Juan Arraez)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Maduro insists Venezuelan electoral system was hacked by opposition in plot against government
Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro on Wednesday insisted that there had been a plot against his government, that the electoral system was hacked and protests have targeted the offices of National Electoral Council. (AP/ Juan Arraez)
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            President Maduro vows to detain defiant leaders of opposition as they challenge election result

        
        
            Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro vowed to detain opposition leaders on Tuesday as demonstrations continued over the country's disputed election results. (AP Video: Lucas Dumphreys, Juan Arraez, Andry Rincon)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        President Maduro vows to detain defiant leaders of opposition as they challenge election result
Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro vowed to detain opposition leaders on Tuesday as demonstrations continued over the country's disputed election results. (AP Video: Lucas Dumphreys, Juan Arraez, Andry Rincon)
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            Dispute over Venezuelan election fuels protests, the government says election is over

        
        
            It's been three days since the presidential election in Venezuela, but things have not been solved. President Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner, but opposition leaders have disputed his claim of victory saying that they have evidence of the contrary. (AP/Lucas Dumphreys)
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It's been three days since the presidential election in Venezuela, but things have not been solved. President Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner, but opposition leaders have disputed his claim of victory saying that they have evidence of the contrary. (AP/Lucas Dumphreys)
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            People line up to buy chicken in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the disputed presidential election. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            President Nicolas Maduro gestures during a news conference at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Election workers prepare polling stations in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, July 26, 2024. The presidential election is set for July 28. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A defaced mural of the late Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez covers a wall on the side of a highway, next to historic Venezuelan national heroes, following protests against the official election results declaring Chavez's protege President Nicolas Maduro the winner, in Valencia, Venezuela, on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, two days after the vote. (AP Photo/Jacinto Oliveros)
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            Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro blows a kiss next to his wife Cilia Flores, left, at the Supreme Court in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            People check in for flights at the Simon Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetia, near Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the disputed presidential election. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Homes cover a hill in the Junquito neighborhood of Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the country's disputed presidential election. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 23

                                    
                                    Homes cover a hill in the Junquito neighborhood of Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the country's disputed presidential election. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 23 | 
            Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro flashes a victory sign as he holds hands with his wife Cilia Flores at the Supreme Court in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. At right, second from the bottom is Vice President Delcy Rodriguez. At left, top, is National Assembly President Jorge Rodriguez. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            People line up to buy meat in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the disputed presidential election. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro shakes hands with Supreme Court justices upon arrival to the Court in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            Voters line up outside a polling station that reads in Spanish "Vote" during the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, July 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            Electoral officials tally votes after polls closed for presidential elections in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, July 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro holds up a booklet with his name on it as he speaks to the press at the Supreme Court in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            A shopper walks inside a near-empty market in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the disputed presidential election. Market organizers said that their usual truck shipments of produce have not arrived as planned and sales has increased. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez ride atop a truck during a protest against official presidential election results declaring President Nicolas Maduro the winner in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, two days after the vote. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            A man votes in the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, July 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            Opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez leads a demonstration against the official election results that declared that President Nicolas Maduro won reelection in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, right, stands with Colombian President Gustavo Petro after Petro arrived at Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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            A police patrol car sits parked outside Argentina's embassy where some members of Venezuela's opposition are seeking asylum inside, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, three days after the contested presidential election. The Venezuelan government has asked its diplomats to leave the country within 72 hours after the government of Argentine President Javier Milei questioned the results of Sunday's presidential election that declared President Nicolas Maduro the winner. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Government supporters rally in defense of President Nicolas Maduro's reelection in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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            Members of the presidential guard wave flags from the regiment's headquarters during a rally by government supporters in defense of President Nicolas Maduro's reelection in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- President Nicolas Maduro on Wednesday asked Venezuela's high court to conduct an audit of the presidential election after opposition leaders disputed his claim of victory, drawing criticism from foreign observers who said the court is too close to the government to produce an independent review.

Maduro told reporters that the ruling party is also ready to show all the vote tally sheets from Sunday's election.

"I throw myself before justice," he said outside the Supreme Tribunal of Justice headquarters in the capital, Caracas, adding that he is "willing to be summoned, questioned, investigated."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Venezuela's Maduro asks Supreme Court to audit the presidential election, but observers cry foul
    

    
    
    Contention surrounds Venezuela's election. AP correspondent Jennifer King reports. 

    


This is Maduro's first concession to demands for more transparency about the election. However, the court is closely aligned with his government; the court's justices are proposed by federal officials and ratified by the National Assembly, which is dominated by Maduro sympathizers. 

The Carter Center, which sent a delegation to Venezuela to monitor the election, criticized Maduro's audit request, saying the court would not provide an independent review.

"You have another government institution, which is appointed by the government, to verify the government numbers for the election results, which are in question," said Jennie K. Lincoln, who led the delegation. "This is not an independent assessment."





The Atlanta-based group said Tuesday night that it was unable to verify the announced results and criticized what it called a "complete lack of transparency" in declaring Maduro the winner. Venezuela's electoral authorities allowed the Carter Center to send 17 observers. 

Maduro's main challenger, Edmundo Gonzalez, and opposition leader Maria Corina Machado say they obtained more than two-thirds of the tally sheets that each electronic voting machine printed after polls closed. They said the release of the data on those tallies would prove Maduro lost.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Maduro insisted to reporters that there had been a plot against his government and that the electoral system was hacked. Asked later on during a news conference why electoral authorities have not released detailed vote counts, Maduro said the National Electoral Council has come under attack, including cyber-attacks. 

"Engineers are fighting right now" to solve those attacks, he said without elaborating.

The government presented some videos that the president said showed people attacking and torching some electoral offices. The Associated Press was not immediately able to verify the images.

    



Attorney General Tarek William Saab said more than 1,000 people related to some of those attacks have been arrested.

Pressure has been building on the president since the election. The National Electoral Council, which is loyal to his United Socialist Party of Venezuela, has yet to release any results broken down by voting machine, which it did in past elections. 

Colombian President Gustavo Petro, a close Maduro ally, joined other foreign leaders Wednesday in urging him to release detailed vote counts. 

"The serious doubts that have arisen around the Venezuelan electoral process can lead its people to a deep violent polarization with serious consequences of permanent division," Petro said on the social platform X.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
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"I invite the Venezuelan government to allow the elections to end in peace, allowing a transparent vote count, with the counting of votes, and with the supervision of all the political forces of its country and professional international supervision," he added.

Petro proposed that Maduro's government and the opposition reach an agreement "that allows for the maximum respect of the (political) force that has lost the elections." The agreement, he said, could be submitted to the United Nations Security Council.

His comments came a day after another ally, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, along with U.S. President Joe Biden, called for the "immediate release of full, transparent, and detailed voting data at the polling station level."

Brazil's presidential office refused to comment Wednesday on whether an audit by the Supreme Tribunal of Justice would amount to an independent verification. Instead, it pointed to a Monday statement from the Ministry for Foreign Relations saying the government awaits "the publication by the National Electoral Council of data broken down by polling station, an indispensable step for the transparency, credibility and legitimacy of the election result."

Lula said of Maduro on Tuesday that "the more transparency there is, the greater his chance of having peace to govern Venezuela."

The Organization of American States convened for an extraordinary session Wednesday, but members were unable to reach a consensus on a resolution to pressure Venezuelan authorities to "immediately" publish the granular results and verify them in the presence of international observers. Seventeen nations voted in favor of the resolution, one short of the threshold required for passage. Eleven abstained, and five were absent.

According to Machado, the opposition leader, the vote tallies show Gonzalez received roughly 6.2 million votes compared with 2.7 million for Maduro. That is widely different from the electoral council's report that Maduro received 5.1 million votes, against more than 4.4 million for Gonzalez.

Venezuela has the world's largest proven crude reserves and once boasted Latin America's most advanced economy, but it entered into free fall after Maduro took the helm in 2013. Plummeting oil prices, widespread shortages and hyperinflation that soared past 130,000% led to social unrest and mass emigration.

More than 7.7 million Venezuelans have left the country since 2014, the largest exodus in Latin America's recent history. Many have settled in Colombia.

    



Speaking to reporters in Vietnam on Wednesday, the European Union's foreign affairs chief said the bloc won't recognize Maduro's claim of electoral victory without independent verification of voting records.

"They should have been provided immediately, as in any democratic electoral process," Josep Borrell said. 

Within hours of the electoral council saying Maduro had won, thousands of protesters took to the streets of Caracas and other cities. The protests, which continued into Tuesday, turned violent at times, and law enforcement responded with tear gas and rubber pellets.

The Venezuela-based human rights organization Foro Penal said 11 people, including two minors, were killed in election-related unrest. 

Maduro's closest ruling party allies quickly came to his defense. National Assembly President Jorge Rodriguez -- his chief negotiator in dialogues with the U.S. and the opposition -- insisted Maduro was the indisputable winner and called his opponents violent fascists. He called for Machado and Gonzalez to be arrested.

Machado and Gonzalez urged their supporters to remain calm.

"I ask Venezuelans to continue in peace, demanding that the result be respected and the tally sheets be published," Gonzalez said on X. "This victory, which belongs to all of us, will unite us and reconcile us as a nation."

___

Salomon reported from Miami. Associated Press writers Ella Joyner in Brussels and Eleonore Hughes in Rio de Janeiro contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/colombia-president-maduro-vote-count-venezuela-election-00d399b74300b6d1ed010bed9539a166
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Olympic triathletes swim in Seine River after days of concerns about water quality

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Olympic triathletes swam in Seine River on Wednesday after days of delays and uncertainty over water quality concerns in the Seine River. 
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            Athletes dive into the water for the start of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Hungary's Zsanett Kuttor-Bragmayer, left, splashes water on her face before the start of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Athletes compete during the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Rachel Klamer, of the Netherlands (50), Spain's Anna Godoy Contreras (43) Germany's Nina Eim (36) and Julie Derron, of Switzerland (7) compete in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Mexico's Rosa Maria Tapia Vidal (17) and Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden (15) compete in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden, center, competes in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            France's Cassandre Beaugrand competes during the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            A woman watches athletes competing during the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 16

                                    
                                    A woman watches athletes competing during the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 16 | 
            Taylor Spivey, of the United States, competes during the bike leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Britain's Beth Potter, left, Hungary's Zsanett Kuttor-Bragmayer, center, and Taylor Spivey, of the United States, right, compete during the bike leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Manami Iijima, of Guam, is helped by staff after crashing during the bike leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Flora Duffy, of Bermuda, competes during the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Flora Duffy, of Bermuda, competes during the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Athletes dive into the water for the start of the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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                                    Athletes dive into the water for the start of the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Olympic triathletes dove into the Seine River on Wednesday after organizers declared the water in Paris safe for swimming following days of concerns about elevated bacteria levels caused by heavy rains last week.
The women jumped into the river near the majestic Pont Alexandre III around 8 a.m., with steady rain tapering off just as the athletes splashed into the water. Some dunked their swim goggles in the Seine before putting them on and heading into the river with the Eiffel Tower in the background. The men followed just under three hours later.
The decision to go ahead with the swim for the triathlon competitions was a big deal for the city, Olympics organizers and the athletes. Officials undertook an ambitious plan, including 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion) in infrastructure improvements, to clean up the long-polluted Seine. They had been steadfast in their insistence that the swimming portion of the triathlon and the marathon swimming events could safely be held in the river.

    


After days of uncertainty following rain on Friday and Saturday, organizers said early Wednesday that the latest tests of the water showed compliance with quality standards. They couldn't contain their delight that their gamble of holding Olympic events in the long-toxic river was paying off.




"It's magic," said chief Paris Games organizer Tony Estanguet, speaking to French television. "It's a very important legacy for Parisians to be able to swim from next year in the Seine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The infrastructure projects undertaken to better manage wastewater have paved the way for Paris' ultimate goal: allowing Parisians to enjoy the waterway again after more than a century of it being off-limits, with plans to open public pools in its waters starting in 2025.
"Here we are!" French President Emmanuel Macron proclaimed on X. "Thanks to a massive investment ... we have achieved in just 4 years what was impossible for 100 years: the Seine is now swimmable."

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


As they swam, the triathletes stayed close to the barges and boats that line the banks of the river. Spectators watched and cheered from the stands set up along the side and from the bridges spanning the waterway.

    


After swimming two laps in the Seine, a 1.5-kilometer (1-mile) course, the athletes emerged from the water and ran up a set of stairs to jump on their bikes for a ride through the streets of Paris, including the iconic Champs-Elysees.
During the women's race, the 40-kilometer (25-mile) biking portion saw numerous crashes and wipeouts along wet roads, but skies were blue when the triathletes began the final leg of the race, a 10-kilometer (6.2-mile) run. By the time the men's race started, the sun was beating down and temperatures were rising.
Cassandre Beaugrand of France won gold in the women's event, while Julie Derron of Switzerland took silver and Beth Potter of Britain got the bronze medal. Alex Yee of Britain won gold in the men's race, with Hayden Wilde of New Zealand winning silver and Leo Bergere of France taking bronze.

    


Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, who took a much-publicized dip in the Seine two weeks ago along with Estanguet and others to ease fears about water quality, congratulated Beaugrand for winning the first Olympic gold in the river. 
"How special to see her swimming in the Seine, thank you for making us so proud!" Hidalgo said.
For her part, Beaugrand said she wasn't very worried about swimming in the Seine "because we swam last year and no one was sick after that, so I was confident we could swim today and it would have been a shame if we didn't."
Olympic triathletes participated in a test event in the river last August.
Yee, the men's winner, said athletes just have to trust organizers when they say the conditions are safe.
"I'm sure we'll find out in due time if that's correct," he said.
Elevated levels of bacteria in the river pushed the men's race originally planned for Tuesday to Wednesday, when the women's competition had been scheduled. Test events meant to allow the athletes to familiarize themselves with the course had already been canceled for the same reason on Sunday and Monday.

    


Paris experienced a downpour during Friday's opening ceremony, and rain continued for most of the day Saturday, which directly affected the water quality in the Seine.
"The problem is always worse when there's a heavy rainfall, because it kind of overwhelms the pipes and you also get all the runoff from the street. All that lands in the Seine," explained Dr. Nicole Iovine, an infectious diseases specialist at the University of Florida. "They've done a lot to try to improve the quality of the water. But the truth is you're at the mercy of Mother Nature."
Daily water quality tests measure levels of the fecal bacteria E. coli. World Triathlon's water safety guidelines and a 2006 European Union directive give a range of E. coli levels from "excellent" to "sufficient." Anything beyond 900 colony-forming units per 100 milliliters is not considered safe or "sufficient." But experts stressed that these numbers are simply guidelines used to assess risk.

    


Every day since Sunday, even as organizers announced cancellations or postponements, they continued to express confidence that the swims in the Seine would go forward as planned the next day. For several days they did not publicly release the data on levels E. coli and other bacteria that contributed to their decisions.
Most strains of E. coli are harmless and some live in the intestines of healthy people and animals. But others can be dangerous. Even a mouthful of contaminated water can lead to diarrhea, and the germ can cause illnesses such as infections in the urinary tract or in the intestines.
Organizers have said water samples are taken 21 and a half hours before decisions are made about the swim. Paris 2024 spokeswoman Anne Descamps said samples from early Tuesday morning showed levels between 488 and 770. That was before rain fell in the hours leading up to the triathlon, and Descamps said Wednesday sample results would be published later in the day.
"We followed rigorously the process set by World Triathlon," she said. "The results were quite positive to launch the competition."
Testing in the river will continue with other events expected to include swims in the Seine in the coming days. The triathlon mixed relay event is set for Monday and the marathon swimming races are scheduled for Aug. 8-9.
Organizers have said the marathon swimming, could be relocated, if needed, to the Vaires-sur-Marne Nautical Stadium in the greater Paris region, which already hosts rowing and canoeing competitions and can accommodate up to 15,000 spectators.
___
Associated Press writers John Leicester and Graham Dunbar contributed to this report.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Highlights: Hamas political leader Haniyeh is killed in an alleged Israeli strike. Iran says revenge is 'our duty'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday, and Hamas blamed Israel for the attack. Haniyeh was in Tehran to attend Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday.
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Hezbollah confirms a top commander was killed in Israeli strike in Beirut

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Israel's military said Tuesday it carried out a strike on Beirut targeting the militant commander allegedly behind the deaths of 12 children and teens in a rocket attack on the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights over the weekend. People gathered by the site of the strike, and ambulances were seen there, as well as arriving at a nearby hospital. The office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu did not immediately release a statement, but minutes after the strike sent a photo of the prime minister with his national security advisor and other officials. A Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said that an Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut on Tuesday evening, causing damage.
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            Morning scene by building in Beirut suburb hit by Israeli strike targeting Hezbollah commander

        
        
            Beirut residents inspected damaged buildings as workers cleared rubble following a rare Israeli strike on Lebanon's capital. Israel on Tuesday carried out the strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander. (AP video: Fadi Tawil and Mahamad Anouti)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Morning scene by building in Beirut suburb hit by Israeli strike targeting Hezbollah commander
Beirut residents inspected damaged buildings as workers cleared rubble following a rare Israeli strike on Lebanon's capital. Israel on Tuesday carried out the strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander. (AP video: Fadi Tawil and Mahamad Anouti)
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            Israel says targeted strike on Beirut killed Hezbollah commander linked to Golan Heights deaths

        
        
            Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed the Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israel says targeted strike on Beirut killed Hezbollah commander linked to Golan Heights deaths
Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed the Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights.
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            Aftermath as Israel says it struck Beirut targeting commander accused in deaths of 12 children, teens

        
        
            Israel's military said Tuesday it carried out a strike on Beirut targeting the militant commander allegedly behind the deaths of 12 children and teens in a rocket attack on the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights over the weekend. People gathered by the site of the strike, and ambulances were seen there, as well as arriving at a nearby hospital. The office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu did not immediately release a statement, but minutes after the strike sent a photo of the prime minister with his national security advisor and other officials. A Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said that an Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut on Tuesday evening, causing damage.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Aftermath as Israel says it struck Beirut targeting commander accused in deaths of 12 children, teens
Israel's military said Tuesday it carried out a strike on Beirut targeting the militant commander allegedly behind the deaths of 12 children and teens in a rocket attack on the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights over the weekend. People gathered by the site of the strike, and ambulances were seen there, as well as arriving at a nearby hospital. The office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu did not immediately release a statement, but minutes after the strike sent a photo of the prime minister with his national security advisor and other officials. A Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said that an Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut on Tuesday evening, causing damage.
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            People gather near a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man inspects a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man inspects a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A man inspects a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man removes power cables near a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A man removes power cables near a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People walk near the building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    People walk near the building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People gather near a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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                                    People gather near a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    People inspect damaged cars in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Civil defence workers check for victims between the wreckage of destroyed buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Civil defence workers check for victims between the wreckage of destroyed buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Two men use their phone light, as they check a house on a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Two men use their phone light, as they check a house on a destroyed building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. An Israeli airstrike hit Hezbollah's stronghold south of Beirut Tuesday evening causing damage, a Hezbollah official and the group's TV station said.(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Buildings are damaged after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Buildings are damaged after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            13 of 29 | 
            A poster showing the late Hezbollah military commander Imad Mughniyeh, left, Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, center, and the late Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani is set near a damaged building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A poster showing the late Hezbollah military commander Imad Mughniyeh, left, Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, center, and the late Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani is set near a damaged building that was hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            14 of 29 | 
            Municipality workers pass by debris of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Municipality workers pass by debris of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            15 of 29 | 
            A Lebanese soldier, background, stands guards next to damaged cars at the scene where an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening hit a building in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A Lebanese soldier, background, stands guards next to damaged cars at the scene where an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening hit a building in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Damaged buildings are seen after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Marla)
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                                    Damaged buildings are seen after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Marla)
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            17 of 29 | 
            A damaged building is seen after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Marla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 29

                                    
                                    A damaged building is seen after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Marla)
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            18 of 29 | 
            A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Buildings are damaged after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Buildings are damaged after being hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            20 of 29 | 
            A Hezbollah civil defense worker checks a damaged car at the scene where an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening hit a building in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A Hezbollah civil defense worker checks a damaged car at the scene where an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening hit a building in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            21 of 29 | 
            A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            22 of 29 | 
            A municipality worker passes by debris of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A municipality worker passes by debris of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            23 of 29 | 
            A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A civil defense worker removes wreckage from a roof top of a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            24 of 29 | 
            A man looks through a broken window at building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A man looks through a broken window at building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Israel on Tuesday carried out a rare strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander who was allegedly behind a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Municipality workers remove power cables in front of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Municipality workers remove power cables in front of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            26 of 29 | 
            Hezbollah civil defense workers stand in front a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    Hezbollah civil defense workers stand in front a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            27 of 29 | 
            A municipality worker walks by debris as a backhoe removes rubbles from a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A municipality worker walks by debris as a backhoe removes rubbles from a building that was damaged by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            28 of 29 | 
            A municipality worker stands on a man lift in front of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A municipality worker stands on a man lift in front of damaged buildings that were hit by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            29 of 29 | 
            A backhoe removes rubbles from a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                    A backhoe removes rubbles from a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah confirmed Wednesday that Israel killed a top commander after a rare strike in Beirut.
The Iran-backed group said earlier that Fouad Shukur was in the building during the attack on Tuesday, and they were searching for him in the rubble to determine his fate.
Hezbollah's announcement came after an overnight strike in Tehran that killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, which Hamas and Iran blamed on Israel.
Israel said late Tuesday that it had killed Shukur, who it said was behind the weekend rocket attack in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights that killed 12 youths. The United States also blames Shukur for staging and planning a bombing of a Marine Corps barrack in Lebanon in 1983 that killed 241 American service members.
The Lebanese Health Ministry said at least five civilians -- two children and three women -- died in the strike in a busy neighborhood where Hezbollah has political and security operations.

    


Israel and Hezbollah have exchanged fire since Oct. 8, a day after Hamas attacked southern Israel and sparked the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.
Though Hezbollah issued a rare denial of involvement in the rocket attack Saturday in the town of Majdal Shams, Israel holds the militant group responsible. "Hezbollah crossed a red line," Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant posted on the platform X shortly after Tuesday's strike.




The two sides have exchanged near-daily strikes for the past 10 months against the backdrop of the war in Gaza, but they have previously kept the conflict at a low level that was unlikely to escalate into full-on war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lebanon's public health ministry said Tuesday's strike in a southern suburb of Beirut wounded 74 people, some of them seriously. The wounded were taken to nearby hospitals. Bahman Hospital near the site of the blast called for blood donations.
Lebanon's state-run National News Agency reported that the strike was carried out with a drone that launched three rockets.

    


"The Israeli enemy has committed a great stupid act in size, timing and circumstances by targeting an entirely civilian area," Hezbollah official Ali Ammar told Al-Manar TV. "The Israeli enemy will pay a price for this sooner or later."
Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati condemned the Israeli attack, saying it hit a few meters from one of the largest hospitals in the capital.
The office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu did not immediately release a statement, but minutes after the strike sent a photo of the prime minister with his national security adviser and other officials.
The airstrike on Beirut's southern suburb of Haret Hreik -- a crowded urban neighborhood where Hezbollah has political and security operations but which is also full of small shops and apartment buildings -- damaged several buildings.
The strike hit an apartment building near to a hospital, collapsing half of the targeted building and severely damaging one next to it. The hospital sustained minor damages, while the surrounding streets were littered with debris and broken glass.

    


Paramedics could be seen carrying several wounded people out of the damaged buildings.
A resident of the suburb whose home is about 200 meters (yards) away said that dust from the explosion "covered everything," and that the glass in his son's apartment was broken.
"Then people went down on the streets," he said. "Everyone has family. They went to check on them. It was a lot of destruction." He spoke on condition of anonymity out of concern about his security at a tense moment.
Talal Hatoum, a local official with the Shiite Amal Movement, Hezbollah's key political ally in Lebanon, said Tuesday's attack marked a shift in the rules of engagement in the conflict because it caused a significant number of civilian casualties.
The last time Israel targeted Beirut was in January, when an airstrike killed a top Hamas official, Saleh Arouri. That strike was the first time Israel had hit Beirut since the 34-day war between Israel and Hezbollah in the summer of 2006.

    


Israel had been expected to retaliate for the strike in Majdal Shams, but diplomats had said in recent days that they expected the response to stay within the boundaries of the ongoing low-level conflict between Hezbollah and Israel without provoking all-out war.
Many of them had not expected that Israel would hit Beirut, which might elicit a strike by Hezbollah on a major population center in Israel.
___
Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. Hussein Malla, Fadi Tawil, Sarah El Deeb and Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut and Joshua Boak in Washington contributed reporting.
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                    After spending five months in jail for publishing seditious Instagram posts, Joker Chan returned to a harsh reality. Chan, 30, was sentenced in 2022 for posts containing slogans like "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," which were popularly chanted during massive anti-government protests in the city in 2019.
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            Joker Chan poses for photographs after an interview, in Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. Chan, 30, was sentenced in 2022 for posts containing slogans like "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," which were popularly chanted during massive anti-government protests in the city in 2019. Authorities said such slogans could imply separating Hong Kong from China -- a red line for Beijing. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            The words Hongkonger can be seen tattooed to the neck of Joker Chan as he poses for photographs after an interview, in Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. Chan, 30, was sentenced in 2022 for posts containing slogans like "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," which were popularly chanted during massive anti-government protests in the city in 2019. Authorities said such slogans could imply separating Hong Kong from China, a red line for Beijing. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Joker Chan's tattoos including one of his inmate number can be seen after an interview, in Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. After spending five months in jail for publishing seditious Instagram posts, Joker Chan returned to a harsh reality. Tattoos on his arms, legs and the sides of his neck, some related to anti-government protests, made his job search more difficult. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Joker Chan stands on the street of Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. Chan, 30, was sentenced in 2022 for posts containing slogans like "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," which were popularly chanted during massive anti-government protests in the city in 2019. Authorities said such slogans could imply separating Hong Kong from China, a red line for Beijing. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Joker Chan reacts during an interview, in Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. After spending five months in jail for publishing seditious Instagram posts, Joker Chan returned to a harsh reality. Tattoos on his arms, legs and the sides of his neck, some related to anti-government protests, made his job search more difficult. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Joker Chan's socks embroidered with the words "Hong Kong" poses for photographs after an interview, in Hong Kong, on June 28, 2024. Five years after Hong Kong's massive anti-government protests erupted, the lives of many young people like Chan who were jailed or arrested during Beijing's political crackdown on the city's pro-democracy movement remain in limbo. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- After spending five months in jail for publishing seditious Instagram posts, Joker Chan returned to a harsh reality.
Chan, 30, was sentenced in 2022 for posts containing slogans like "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times," which were popularly chanted during massive anti-government protests in the city in 2019. Authorities said such slogans could imply separating Hong Kong from China -- a red line for Beijing. 
Upon his release, Chan's criminal record barred him from returning to the hotel industry, where he previously worked as a chef. Tattoos on his arms, legs and the sides of his neck -- some related to the protests -- made his job search more difficult. Now, he works as a part-time waiter, earning about half of what he used to make.
Some of his friends severed ties with him, fearing their association might lead to police investigations. His family also expressed disappointment in him, and when he went out with other former protesters they asked him whether he planned to stir trouble.

    


"I felt helpless. I can't understand this," he said, wearing a black t-shirt that read "I am Hongkonger" and with a tattoo of his inmate number on his arm.




Five years after the protests erupted, the lives of some young people who were jailed or arrested during Beijing's political crackdown on the city's pro-democracy movement remain in limbo. Unlike famed activists, these former protesters usually receive little attention from most of the city, even though their activism for the same democratic goals has exacted a similarly heavy toll.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since the protests broke out five years ago, more than 10,200 people have been arrested in connection with the often-violent social unrest sparked by a now-withdrawn extradition bill, which would have allowed suspects in Hong Kong to be sent to mainland China. According to police, about one-fifth of them have faced or were facing "legal consequences" as of the end of May.

    


The government crackdown expanded after Beijing imposed a national security law in 2020 and the enactment of similar, home-grown legislation in March. About 300 others were arrested under the two security laws and other offenses linked to endangering national security as of June, with half of them already convicted by courts, the city's security bureau said.
Chan fought for a more democratic Hong Kong, a goal that many in the city have yearned for since the former British colony returned to China in 1997. Reflecting on his actions, Chan said he would have been more cautious if he could go back in time, but he doesn't regret what he did. 
"Regret can lead you to overturn what you originally firmly stood for," he said.
Chan was an exception in agreeing for his full name to be published in this article. Two other interviewees The Associated Press spoke with asked to be identified only by partial names over fears of government retribution.
Another former inmate, also surnamed Chan, said he panicked every time he saw police on the streets after he finished serving his sentence in 2022, worrying he would be arrested again. Chan, who is in his 20s, refused to provide more details about his prosecution since he feared being identified by authorities.

    


Before he landed his current job in the creative industry, he sent applications to about 40 companies seeking employment, with only a handful offering him an interview. He said one interviewer was concerned that convicted people like him could affect their corporate image. 
Even when he secured a position at another firm, he said he was treated unfairly by former pro-China colleagues. He said they also did not allow him to work on certain projects.
"Some (who were jailed) for political cases like me, when released, are treated as pariahs in society in a hidden manner," he said. 
Others who did not go to jail have also lived in fear for years. Nick, a former protester who was arrested in 2019, said he didn't know for years whether he would be charged until police this year confirmed they had dropped his case.

    


Brandon Yau, secretary of the prisoners' support group Waiting Bird, said while some former inmates could return to the industries they previously worked in, many teachers, medical professionals and social workers -- whose positions are linked to a license or public sector organizations -- face greater challenges in returning to their old sectors.
Convicted students who were formerly jailed are concerned about whether schools will accept them. Some institutions have been unsupportive of their students after they were arrested, Yau said.
According to his group, many of the hundreds of convicts they supported are expected to be released in the next two years. Yau said the city should plan for ways to accommodate them. 
Official data show hundreds of people were sent to correctional services facilities each year over offenses linked to the protests or for allegedly endangering national security between 2020 and 2023. By the end of 2023, about 780 people were in custody for such offenses, up nearly 50% from a year earlier.

    


Hong Kong's security minister Chris Tang previously said many young people who were jailed over civil disturbances were influenced or incited by others and went astray. He said local society won't give up on them as long as they "genuinely" want to turn over a new leaf.
But critics say Tang's remarks overlook the deeper grievances and aspirations that drove young people to protest five years ago.
Paul Yip, a professor at The University of Hong Kong's department of social work and social administration, said local employers were becoming more accepting of these young people, possibly after seeing former inmates perform well in their jobs. 
Yip, also the director of a suicide prevention research center, said the young people he hired were enthusiastic about their future and usually had a strong sense of responsibility.
He said it is important to help such people get back on track.
"We say young people are our future. They are the young people. If you don't give them a future, then how will we have a future?" he said.
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911 calls before Sonya Massey's shooting include 1 from her mother asking officers not to 'hurt her'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Sonya Massey ducked and apologized to an Illinois sheriff's deputy only seconds before he shot her three times in her home, with one fatal blow to the head, as seen in body camera video released Monday.
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            In this image taken from body camera video released by Illinois State Police, Sonya Massey, left, talks with former Sangamon County Sheriff's Deputy Sean Grayson outside her home in Springfield, Ill., July 6, 2024. Footage released Monday, July 22, by a prosecutor reveals a chaotic scene in which Massey, who called 911 for help, is shot in the face in her home by Grayson. (Illinois State Police via AP)
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            FILE - Sonya Massey's home, the scene of her fatal shooting, stands Thursday, July 18, 2024, in Springfield, Ill. Prosecutors have charged a sheriff's deputy with Massey's murder. Sean Grayson is accused of shooting the Black woman in the face on July 6, 2024, while responding to her report of an intruder at her home. (AP Photo/John O'Connor, File)
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            In this image taken from body camera video released by Illinois State Police on Monday, July 22, 2024, former Sangamon County Sheriff's Deputy Sean Grayson, left, points his gun at Sonya Massey, who called 911 for help, before shooting and killing her inside her home in Springfield, Ill., July 6, 2024. (Illinois State Police via AP)
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            Malachi Hill Massey, 17, center, speaks at a news conference on Tuesday, July 23, 2024, at the NAACP headquarters in Springfield, Ill., about his mother, Sonya Massey, who was shot to death by a Sangamon County Sheriff's deputy on July 6 in Springfield after calling 911 for help. On the left is civil right attorney Ben Crump, who is representing the Massey family. On the right is Sonya Massey's daughter, Jeanette Summer Massey, 15. (AP Photo/John O'Connor)
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            Donna Massey, Sonya Massey's mother, wipes tears from her face as she listens to attorney Ben Crump speak during a press conference over the shooting death of Sonya, who was killed by Illinois sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson, at New Mount Pilgrim Church in the Garfield Park neighborhood in Chicago, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            Rev. Al Sharpton, left, holds hands and leads Summer Massey, daughter of Sonya Massey, to the podium during a press conference over the shooting death of Sonya, who was killed by Illinois sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson, at New Mount Pilgrim Church in the Garfield Park neighborhood in Chicago, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            CORRECTS TO PLEADED NOT GUILTY Ben Crump, the civil rights attorney representing the family of Sonya Massey, stands next to a diagram from the slain woman's autopsy on Friday, June 26, 2024, in Springfield, Ill., and gestures to show the downward angle in which Sangamon County Sheriff's Deputy Sean Grayson shot Massey in the face early on July 6. Massey had called 911 with suspicions of a prowler near her Springfield home. Grayson has pleaded not guilty to first-degree murder and other charges. (AP Photo/John O'Connor)
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) -- Two emergency response calls were made from the home of Sonya Massey, the Black woman who was shot in the face by an Illinois sheriff's deputy after she called 911 for help, in the days leading up to her death, according to records released Wednesday. 
In a third call, Massey's mother, Donna Massey, reports that her daughter is suffering a "mental breakdown" and tells the dispatcher, "I don't want you guys to hurt her." She adds that she fears the police and asks that no officer who is "prejudiced" be sent.
In the other calls, a woman calling from Sonya Massey's address, who doesn't identify herself, says people want to hurt her, and a day later, a woman identifying herself as Sonya Massey reports a neighbor had hit her with a brick.
The Sangamon County Sheriff's Department is still trying to determine whether Massey's history of mental health issues was relayed to deputies responding to the call about a suspected prowler, which ended in her death on July 6.

    


Former sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson, 30, who is white, is charged with first-degree murder, aggravated battery with a firearm and official misconduct in the shooting death of Massey, 36, in her home. He has pleaded not guilty and is being held without bond. 




Also Wednesday, Sheriff Jack Campbell released Grayson's personnel file in response to public-records requests, with records leading up to his May 1, 2023, hire to his dismissal July 17, the day he was indicted. It confirms what was previously known, that Campbell was aware of Grayson's two drunken driving convictions within a year, the first of which led to his premature discharge from the Army. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Campbell said DUIs do not disqualify a candidate and that Grayson's rapid succession of jobs -- five in four years before joining the Sangamon department -- showed admirable ambition to advance to larger and more structured departments. The sheriff said he knew of no previous discipline problems. References indicating Grayson needed more training are common for young recruits, and Grayson subsequently attended 16 weeks of academy training, Campbell said.

    


Grayson's March 31, 2023, psychological evaluation found him fit to serve but noted, "He knows he can move too fast at times. He needs to slow down to make good decisions." 
Body camera video shows that after checking yards around the home just before 1 a.m. July 6, Massey greeted the deputies at the front door with, "Don't hurt me," appeared confused and repeated, "Please, God." Inside her home, on the southeast side of Springfield, she had trouble finding her ID and asked for her Bible. 
Following Grayson's direction to remove a pot of water from the stove, she unexpectedly said, "I rebuke you in the name of Jesus." Grayson then pulled his gun and yelled at her to drop the presumably hot water before firing three times, striking her below the left eye. 
The personnel file includes the results of the internal investigation that led to Grayson's dismissal, indicating that he violated rules on use of force and standards of conduct, failed to turn on his body camera or to provide medical aid and insubordination for refusing to answer questions during the investigation's interview even after a superior ordered him to.

    


"Grayson immediately escalated to deadly force based on the decedent stating, 'I rebuke you in the name of Jesus,'" Chief Deputy Anthony Mayfield wrote. "When Deputy Grayson pointed his firearm at the decedent, she was not making any aggressive movements, only talking."
Grayson's failure to "attempt non-violent strategies and techniques" or to communicate led to Massey's death, Mayfield said. 
Family members have said Massey struggled with mental health issues and had undergone treatment. Her son, Malachi Hill Massey, said last week that his mother sent him and his sister to live with their fathers the first week of July because she had checked herself into a 30-day inpatient treatment program, then returned two days later. 
Shortly before 9:30 p.m. July 4, a 911 caller from Massey's address said, "Somebody's trying to hurt me." When the dispatcher asked who, she said, "A lot of them." Pressed for more information, she said, "Never mind. This must not be the right number," and disconnected. When called back, she said she no longer needed police. Wilhite said officials do not know if it was Massey who called. 

    


The next morning, just after 9 a.m., Donna Massey called saying her daughter was outside the house and yelling. She said Sonya Massey is not a danger to anyone, but "When she gets upset, she thinks everybody's after her, like paranoid-schizophrenic."
She told the dispatcher she fears the police and didn't want her daughter to be hurt. 
"Please don't send no combative policemen that are prejudiced," Donna Massey said.
Springfield police, who took the call, reported that Massey did not want to talk to medical professionals but was checked by emergency medical technicians who "cleared" her.

    


Sonya Massey called a few hours later to report a neighbor had hit her with a brick. A sheriff's deputy caught up to her at a hospital, where the dispatch record said she went "to seek treatment of her mental state." She told the officer the neighbor used a brick to break her SUV's window and that she herself broke another "in an attempt to get into the car to get away." 
The deputy noted Massey appeared to be having mental health problems and was seeking treatment for scrapes she sustained reaching through the broken glass. She told the officer she had recently been released from a mental health facility and claimed that earlier that day "she was out with" police "who attempted to run her off the road." 
The officer said Massey also had paperwork from a July 3 interaction with a mental health mobile crisis unit from another Springfield hospital. 
Twelve hours later, when Grayson and the second deputy responded to the July 6 call and were searching her yard, body camera video indicates they notice the broken windows on the SUV and ask Massey if it is hers, which she denies.
___
Associated Press writer Gabe Stern contributed from Needham, Massachusetts. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/sonya-massey-shooting-911-illinois-mental-health-75d580d43b0dadedf280b88c26c60a21



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Election 2024: Trump falsely suggests Harris misled voters about her race | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Donald Trump falsely suggests Kamala Harris misled voters about her race

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Donald Trump falsely questioned Kamala Harris' race during an appearance with the National Association of Black Journalists in Chicago that quickly turned hostile.
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            AP Explains contentious Trump interview with Black journalists

        
        
            Matt Brown of The Associated Press describes what he saw as former President Donald Trump appeared before a conference of the National Association of Black Journalists.
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Matt Brown of The Associated Press describes what he saw as former President Donald Trump appeared before a conference of the National Association of Black Journalists.
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            Trump questions Kamala Harris' race during appearance at a gathering of Black journalists

        
        
            Donald Trump falsely questioned Kamala Harris' race during an appearance with the National Association of Black Journalists in Chicago that quickly turned hostile.
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            Vice President Harris responds to Trump's comments about her race

        
        
            Speaking to a sorority group in Houston, Vice President Kamala Harris responded to former President Donald Trump's comments earlier in the day about her race.
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            Trump clashes with reporters, questions Kamala Harris' race at conference of Black journalists

        
        
            Donald Trump sparred with reporters Wednesday at the National Association of Black Journalists' conference as he argued about their 'disgraceful' questions and falsely suggested Kamala Harris had misled voters about her race.
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            Trump returns to Pennsylvania for the first time since assassination attempt

        
        
            Former president Donald Trump returned to Pennsylvania on Wednesday for the first time since his assassination attempt on July 13 in Butler, Pennsylvania.
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump walks on stage at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks at a Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority gathering in Houston, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is introduced during a campaign rally in Harrisburg, Pa., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Donald Trump falsely suggested Kamala Harris had misled voters about her race as the former president appeared Wednesday before the National Association of Black Journalists in Chicago in an interview that quickly turned hostile.
The Republican former president wrongly claimed that Harris, the first Black woman and Asian American to serve as vice president, had in the past only promoted her Indian heritage. 
"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black and now she wants to be known as Black. So, I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?" Trump said while addressing the group's annual convention.
Harris is the daughter of a Jamaican father and an Indian mother, both immigrants to the U.S. As an undergraduate, Harris attended Howard University, one of the nation's most prominent historically Black colleges and universities, where she also pledged the historically Black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha. As a U.S. senator, Harris was a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, supporting legislation to strengthen voting rights and to reform policing. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Donald Trump falsely suggests Kamala Harris misled voters about her race
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports Donald Trump has falsely suggested Kamala Harris misled voters about her race.

    


    


Trump has leveled a wide range of criticism at Harris since she replaced President Joe Biden atop the likely Democratic ticket last week. Throughout his political career, the former president has repeatedly questioned the backgrounds of opponents who are racial minorities.




Michael Tyler, the communications director for Harris' campaign, said in a statement that "the hostility Donald Trump showed on stage today is the same hostility he has shown throughout his life, throughout his term in office, and throughout his campaign for president as he seeks to regain power."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Trump lobbed personal attacks and insults at Black journalists the same way he did throughout his presidency -- while he failed Black families and left the entire country digging out of the ditch he left us in," Tyler said. "Donald Trump has already proven he cannot unite America, so he attempts to divide us.

    


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre was asked during her briefing with reporters on Wednesday about Trump's remarks and responded with disbelief, initially murmuring, "Wow."
Jean-Pierre, who is Black, called what Trump said "repulsive" and said, "It's insulting and no one has any right to tell someone who they are, how they identify."
Trump has repeatedly attacked his opponents and critics on the basis of race. He rose to prominence in Republican politics by propagating false theories that President Barack Obama, the nation's first Black president, was not born in the United States. "Birtherism," as it became known, was just the start of Trump's history of questioning the credentials and qualifications of Black politicians.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


He has denied allegations of racism. And after Biden picked Harris as his running mate four years ago, a Trump campaign spokesperson then pointed to a previous Trump political donation to Harris as proof that he wasn't racist. 
"The president, as a private businessman, donated to candidates across all aisles," the spokesperson, Katrina Pierson, told reporters. "And I'll note that Kamala Harris is a Black woman and he donated to her campaign, so I hope we can squash this racism argument now," Pierson said.

    


During this year's Republican primary, he once referred to former U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley, the daughter of Indian immigrants, as "Nimbra."
Later Wednesday, Trump did not repeat his criticism of Harris' race at a campaign rally in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, although he called her "phony" and said she has been trying to change her image. He also repeatedly mispronounced her first name. 
"If she becomes your president, our country is finished," Trump charged. 
Before he took the stage, Trump's team displayed what appeared to be years-old news headlines describing Harris as the "first Indian-American senator" on the big screen in the arena.
Trump's appearance Wednesday at the annual gathering of Black journalists immediately became heated, with the former president sparring with interviewer Rachel Scott of ABC News and accusing her of giving him a "very rude introduction" with a tough first question about his past criticism of Black people and Black journalists, his attack on Black prosecutors who have pursued cases against him and the dinner he had at his Florida club with a white supremacist.

    


"I think it's disgraceful," Trump said. "I came here in good spirit. I love the Black population of this country. I've done so much for the Black population of this country."
Trump continued his attacks on Scott's network, ABC News, which he has been arguing should not host the next presidential debate, despite his earlier agreement with the Biden campaign. He also several times described her tone and questions as "nasty," a word he used in the past when describing women, including Hillary Clinton and Meghan the Duchess of Sussex.

    


The Republican also repeated his false claim that immigrants in the country illegally are "taking Black jobs." When pushed by Scott on what constituted a "Black job," Trump responded by saying "a Black job is anybody that has a job," drawing groans from the room.
At one point, he said, "I have been the best president for the Black population since Abraham Lincoln." 
The audience responded with a mix of boos and some applause.
Scott asked Trump about his pledge to pardon people convicted for their roles in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol and specifically whether he would pardon those who assaulted police officers. 
Trump said, "Oh, absolutely I would," and said, "If they're innocent, I would pardon them."
Scott pointed out they have been convicted and therefore are not innocent.
"Well, they were convicted by a very, very tough system," he said. 
At one point, when he was defending his supporters who entered the Capitol on Jan. 6, he said, "Nothing is perfect in life." 
He compared the 2021 insurrection to the protests in Minneapolis and other cities in 2020 following the death of George Floyd by Minneapolis police and to more recent protests at the Capitol last week by demonstrators opposed to the war in Gaza. Trump falsely claimed that no one was arrested in those other demonstrations and that only his supporters were targeted. 
As Trump made the comparison, a man in the back of the room shouted out, "Sir, have you no shame?"
The former president's invitation to address the organization sparked an intense internal debate among NABJ that spilled online. Organizations for journalists of color typically invite presidential candidates to speak at their summer gatherings in election years.
As he campaigns for the White House a third time, Trump has sought to appear outside his traditional strongholds of support and his campaign has touted his efforts to try to win over Black Americans, who have been Democrats' most committed voting bloc.
His campaign has emphasized his messages on the economy and immigration as part of his appeal, but some of his outreach has played on racial stereotypes, including the suggestion that African Americans would empathize with the criminal charges he has faced and his promotion of branded sneakers. 
Trump and NABJ also have a tense history over his treatment of Black women journalists. In 2018, NABJ condemned Trump for repeatedly using words such as "stupid," "loser" and "nasty" to describe Black women journalists.
The vice president is not scheduled to appear at the convention, but NABJ said in a statement posted on X that it was in conversation with her campaign to have her appear either virtually or in person for a conversation in September.
Harris addressed Trump's comments briefly Wednesday night while speaking at a gathering of Sigma Gamma Rho, a historically Black sorority, in Houston. 
"It was the same old show," she said. "The divisiveness and the disrespect."
Harris added: "And let me just say, the American people deserve better."
___
Price reported from New York. Associated Press writers Aaron Morrison and Steve Peoples in New York, Gary Fields in Chicago and Will Weissert and Farnoush Amiri in Washington, Marc Levy in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and Chris Megerian in Houston contributed to this report.
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                    A Vermont man is marveling at how quickly flash floods transformed his front yard and neighborhood. The storm destroyed homes, roads, utilities and other public infrastructure in just a few hours. (AP Video: Nick Perry. Production: Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            Mountainous terrain, more frequent and heavier rainfalls cause frequent flooding in Vermont

        
        
            Climate change and Vermont's mountainous terrain are factors behind four flooding in the last year. Greater rainfall and saturated soil have also contributed to flooding. (AP Video: Nick Perry and Dmitri Beliakov, Production: Rodrique Ngowi.)
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Climate change and Vermont's mountainous terrain are factors behind four flooding in the last year. Greater rainfall and saturated soil have also contributed to flooding. (AP Video: Nick Perry and Dmitri Beliakov, Production: Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            Heavy rain in northern Vermont leads to washed out roads, damaged homes and rescues

        
        
            Heavy rain has caved in roads, forced some homes off their foundations and led to about two dozen rescues in northern Vermont. (AP Video shot by Nick Perry, Lisa Rathke and Dmitri Beliakov. Production: Rodrique Ngowi)
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            Crews clean up debris from flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Parts of the state hit by flooding Monday night and Tuesday are bracing again as a new round of severe thunderstorms moves through the region. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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            People clean up damage from flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Parts of the state hit by flooding Monday night and Tuesday are bracing again as a new round of severe thunderstorms moves through the region. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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            Zac Drown, of Lyndon Electric Company, clears debris amid flood damage in Lyndon, Vt., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Jason Pilbin stands outside flood-damaged homes in Lyndonville, Vt., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Pilbin helped neighbors evacuate early Tuesday morning before their house broke in half and then helped another neighbor exit her home during the heavy rains overnight, just weeks after witnessed a driver got swept away floodwaters there earlier this month. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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            Residents walk barefoot away from flood damage in Lyndon, Vt., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A river flows past a damaged road in the aftermath of flash floods in Lyndonville, Vermont, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A cone blocks a washed out roadway in the aftermath of flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Damaged vehicles sit beside a farm in the aftermath of flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 13

                                    
                                    Damaged vehicles sit beside a farm in the aftermath of flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 13 | 
            Water floods a roadway amid storms in Lyndon, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Damaged vehicles sit beside a farm in the aftermath of flash floods in Lyndon, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Trees sit across a roadway destroyed by flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Parts of the state hit by flooding Monday night and Tuesday are bracing again as a new round of severe thunderstorms moves through the region. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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            Trees sit across a roadway destroyed by flash floods in Lyndonville, Vt., Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Parts of the state hit by flooding Monday night and Tuesday are bracing again as a new round of severe thunderstorms moves through the region. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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                                        LYNDON, Vt. (AP) -- Vermont's governor said Wednesday that the latest storms to hit the state have undone much of the cleanup and recovery work from its last major bout of flooding only weeks ago, and he called on residents to "stick together" amid fears that more bad weather could cause even more damage.
Thunderstorms on Tuesday brought another round of heavy flooding that washed away roads, crushed vehicles, pushed homes off their foundations and required at least two dozen boat rescues in northeastern Vermont. Some areas got more than 8 inches (20 centimeters) of rain.
More downpours arrived Wednesday, with flash flooding possible in some already inundated areas. A National Weather Service flood warning was in effect for parts of central and northeastern Vermont into Wednesday night.
"This time, it's especially bad after workers spent the past three weeks working furiously to recover from the last flooding, " Gov. Phil Scott said at the news conference. "It feels much worse than a punch or a kick. It's simply demoralizing. But we can't give up. We've got to stick together and fight back against the feeling of defeat."

    


As of Wednesday, there were no reported deaths caused by the latest storms, but Morrison said "very preliminary information" indicated that 50 homes were destroyed or suffered significant damage. More than half a dozen roads were closed, a lightning strike knocked out water for part of the town of St. Johnsbury, and flooding had contaminated several wells that serve the village of Lyndonville, officials said.




"I get more apprehensive with every storm. All of us are watching the weather," Scott said. With already-saturated soils and already-damaged infrastructure, "this just adds insult to injury."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Richard Berry has lived in his home in the northeastern Vermont community of Lyndonville since 1963 but has never experienced such extreme flooding. A brook overflowed and its waters ran down the road, took out a couple of houses, surrounded his house and washed away half of his front lawn, he said Wednesday. 

    


He's seen a couple of floods over the years. "Nothing like this," Berry said. 
Weeks after Lyndonville resident Jason Pilbin watched a driver get swept away by floodwaters, his community was ravaged again. He went outside with a flashlight and headlamp around 2:30 a.m. Tuesday to help some neighbors evacuate and then collected their vital medications about 20 minutes before their house broke in half. After that, he woke up another neighbor to help her to leave her home.
Nearly three weeks ago, Pilbin watched helplessly as a man drowned after getting caught while driving through flooding caused by the remnants of Hurricane Beryl. "Unfortunately, I wasn't able to save him, but I was able to save these" people, he said. "I guess that makes up for some of it. It's been rough." 
Mark Bosma, a spokesperson for the Vermont Emergency Management Agency, said that swift water rescue teams conducted approximately two dozen boat rescues in the hardest-hit areas overnight Monday into Tuesday. 

    


In May, Vermont became the first state to enact a law requiring fossil fuel companies to pay a share of the damage caused by extreme weather fanned by climate change. But officials have acknowledged that collecting any money will depend on litigation against the much-better-resourced oil industry.
Although climate change has its impacts, special calculations are needed to determine exactly how much global warming is to blame, if at all, for any single extreme weather event.
"The flooding in Lyndonville is just highlighting that climate change is here and the damage is ongoing and oil companies have so far not been required to pay for any of the damage that their product has caused and that needs to shift," state Sen. Anne Watson said Wednesday. "The financial burden is increasingly unbearable by Vermonters."
In St. Johnsbury, Vanessa Allen said she knew rain was possible, but she wasn't expecting the deluge.
"This is devastating and was completely unexpected," she said.

    


Her home was situated between two road washouts, so she was unable to leave. The roads were pockmarked and covered in debris. Nearby, she said, a house had been moved off its foundation and was blocking a road.
"It looks apocalyptic," she said. "We're trapped. We can't go anywhere."
The state experienced major flooding earlier in July caused by what was left of Hurricane Beryl. The flooding destroyed roads and bridges and inundated farms, and it came exactly a year after a previous bout of severe flooding hit Vermont and several other states.
Vermont has experienced four flooding events in the last year, and a combination of climate change and the state's mountainous geography are to blame, said Peter Banacos, science and operations officer with the weather service. Greater rainfall has made the state and its steep terrain more susceptible to flooding, he said. 

    


The state's soil is also getting saturated more frequently, which increases the possibility of flooding, Bancos said.
Vermont's history of heavily manipulating its rivers and streams also plays a role in increased flooding, said Julie Moore, secretary of the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources. The increase is "a reflection of having reached our limits of being able to truly manage rivers and hold them in place," she continued.
Roads, bridges, culverts and wastewater facilities are all especially vulnerable. The state is in the midst of a multi-decade effort to "replace them or refurbish them with our current and future climate in mind," Moore said.
Vermont is also working to establish statewide floodplain standards.
___
McCormack reported from Concord, New Hampshire. Associated Press reporters David Sharp and Patrick Whittle in Portland, Maine, and Julie Walker in New York also contributed to this story.
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Hamas' top political leader is killed in Iran in strike that risks triggering all-out regional war

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday, and Hamas blamed Israel for the attack. Haniyeh was in Tehran to attend Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday.
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            Iran Revolutionary Guard reports Hamas leader Haniyeh assassinated in Tehran

        
        
            Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday, and Hamas blamed Israel for the attack. Haniyeh was in Tehran to attend Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Iran Revolutionary Guard reports Hamas leader Haniyeh assassinated in Tehran
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday, and Hamas blamed Israel for the attack. Haniyeh was in Tehran to attend Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday.
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            Reaction from Ramallah, West Bank to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh

        
        
            Palestinian political factions in the West Bank called for strikes after the death of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. Palestinians on the streets reacted to the news Wednesday after Haniyeh was killed by an airstrike in Tehran. (AP video: Imad Isseid)
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            Morning scene by building in Beirut suburb hit by Israeli strike targeting Hezbollah commander

        
        
            Beirut residents inspected damaged buildings as workers cleared rubble following a rare Israeli strike on Lebanon's capital. Israel on Tuesday carried out the strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander. (AP video: Fadi Tawil and Mahamad Anouti)
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Beirut residents inspected damaged buildings as workers cleared rubble following a rare Israeli strike on Lebanon's capital. Israel on Tuesday carried out the strike on Beirut, which it said killed a top Hezbollah commander. (AP video: Fadi Tawil and Mahamad Anouti)
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            Who is Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader assassinated in airstrike

        
        
            Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas' top leader in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital Theran early Wednesday. (Production by Luke Garratt)
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Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas' top leader in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital Theran early Wednesday. (Production by Luke Garratt)
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            Palestinians in Gaza react to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh

        
        
            The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, blamed on Israel, has shocked Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, with many expressing concern and anger over his killing. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Palestinians in Gaza react to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, blamed on Israel, has shocked Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, with many expressing concern and anger over his killing. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Iranian workers install a huge banner on a wall showing a portrait of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and the Dome of Rock Mosque at the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound of Jerusalem at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Iranian protesters attend a demonstration to condemn the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh as they hold his posters with signs which read in Arabic: "Congratulations Haniyeh!" at Felestin (Palestine) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            3 of 29 | 
            Palestinian Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, flashes a victory sign as he is surrounded by a group of Iranian lawmakers after the conclusion of the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian at the parliament in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            4 of 29 | 
            Masked boys hold machine gun toys during a protest in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            5 of 29 | 
            Supporters of the Islamist Hamas movement hold posters of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh during a protest to condemn his killing, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh near the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            6 of 29 | 
            In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, President Masoud Pezeshkian, right, shakes hands with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh at the start of their meeting at the President's office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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            7 of 29 | 
            A supporter of the Lebanese Islamic group and the Islamist Hamas movement holds a mock rocket as he attends with other supporters a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon,. Haniyeh was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            8 of 29 | 
            Hamas members hold a poster of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh during a protest to condemn his killing, at al-Bass Palestinian refugee camp, in the southern port city of Tyre, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            9 of 29 | 
            Palestinians wear Hamas militant group scarves and headbands as they protest the assassination of Hamas top leader Ismail Haniyeh, in the West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 29

                                    
                                    Palestinians wear Hamas militant group scarves and headbands as they protest the assassination of Hamas top leader Ismail Haniyeh, in the West Bank city of Nablus, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 29 | 
            In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, President Masoud Pezeshkian, right, meets Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, at the President's office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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            11 of 29 | 
            FILE - Ismail Haniyeh, leader of the Palestinian militant group Hamas, speaks to journalists after his meeting with Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, June 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            12 of 29 | 
            FILE - Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh speaks during a press briefing after his meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian in Tehran, Iran, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, arrives at the Iranian parliament to attend the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            14 of 29 | 
            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, sits prior to the start of the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian at the Iranian parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh arrives at the Iranian parliament to attend the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                    Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh arrives at the Iranian parliament to attend the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, sits next to the deputy leader of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, Sheikh Naim Kassem, second left, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh, left, during the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian at the Iranian parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            17 of 29 | 
            In this photo released by an official website of the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, right, speaks with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh in a meeting in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. A portrait of the late Iranian revolutionary founder Ayatollah Khomeini hangs on the wall. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            18 of 29 | 
            In this photo released by the office of the Iranian supreme leader, Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, right, and the leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad group Ziad Nakhaleh sit in a meeting with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP)
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            19 of 29 | 
            In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh sits in a meeting with President Masoud Pezeshkian at the presidency office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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                                    In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh sits in a meeting with President Masoud Pezeshkian at the presidency office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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            20 of 29 | 
            FILE - This wanted poster released by the U.S. Department of State Rewards for Justice program shows Hezbollah figures Talal Hamiyah, left, and Fu'ad Shukr. Israel carried out a strike in Lebanon on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, that it said killed Fouad Shukur, a top Hezbollah military commander whom the U.S. blames for planning and launching the deadly 1983 Marine bombing in the Lebanese capital. Hezbollah confirmed the death Wednesday. (Rewards for Justice via AP, File)
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            21 of 29 | 
            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh claps as newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks while deputy leader of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, Sheikh Naim Kassem, left, sits during the swearing-in ceremony of Pezeshkian at the Iranian parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            22 of 29 | 
            Members of Tehran University Council attend a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, shown in the picture at left, at the University in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            23 of 29 | 
            Members of Tehran University Council attend a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh, shown in the picture at center, as they carry Iranian and Palestinian flags at the University in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Members of Tehran University Council attend a protest to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh as they carry Iranian and Palestinian flags, while an image of the Israeli flag is painted on the ground at the University, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            25 of 29 | 
            A backhoe removes rubbles from a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            26 of 29 | 
            Hezbollah civil defense workers stand in front a building that was destroyed by an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday evening in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            27 of 29 | 
            A supporter of the Islamist Hamas movement reacts as she holds a poster of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh during a protest to condemn his killing, at the Palestinian refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh near the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Haniyeh, Hamas' political chief in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital early Wednesday. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This picture released on Wednesday, July 31, 2024, by Hezbollah media relations office, shows Fouad Shukur, a Hezbollah top commander who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit a building on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in a southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon. The Hezbollah commander who the Israeli military says it was killed in an airstrike Tuesday had been blamed by Israel for a deadly weekend rocket attack and was accused by the U.S. of orchestrating the 1983 bombing in Beirut that killed 241 American servicemen. (Hezbollah Media Relations Office via AP)
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            FILE - This wanted poster released by the U.S. Department of State Rewards for Justice program shows Hezbollah figures Talal Hamiyah, left, and Fu'ad Shukr. Israel carried out a strike in Lebanon on Tuesday, July 30, 2024, that it said killed Fouad Shukur, a top Hezbollah military commander whom the U.S. blames for planning and launching the deadly 1983 Marine bombing in the Lebanese capital. Hezbollah confirmed the death Wednesday. (Rewards for Justice via AP, File)
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    As it happened: Replay AP's coverage of the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.


    


BEIRUT (AP) -- Hamas' top political leader was killed Wednesday by a predawn airstrike in the Iranian capital, Iran and the militant group said, blaming Israel for a shock assassination that risked escalating into an all-out regional war. Iran's supreme leader vowed revenge against Israel.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel "will exact a very heavy price from any aggression against us on any front" but did not mention the killing. "There are challenging days ahead," he added.
Israel had pledged to kill Ismail Haniyeh and other Hamas leaders over the group's Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that sparked the war in Gaza. The strike came just after Haniyeh had attended the inauguration of Iran's new president in Tehran -- and hours after Israel targeted a top commander in Iran's ally Hezbollah in the Lebanese capital, Beirut.

    


The assassination was potentially explosive amid the region's volatile, intertwined conflicts because of its target, its timing and the decision to carry it out in Tehran. Most dangerous was the potential to push Iran and Israel into direct confrontation if Iran retaliates. The U.S. and other nations scrambled to prevent a wider, deadlier conflict.
In a statement on his official website, Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said revenge was "our duty" and that Israel had "prepared a harsh punishment for itself" by killing "a dear guest in our home." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bitter regional rivals, Israel and Iran risked plunging into war earlier this year when Israel hit Iran's embassy in Damascus in April. Iran retaliated, and Israel countered in an unprecedented exchange of strikes on each other's soil, but international efforts succeeded in containing that cycle before it spun out of control.
Haniyeh's killing also could prompt Hamas to pull out of negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage release deal in the 10-month-old war in Gaza, which U.S. mediators had said were making progress.

    


And it could inflame already rising tensions between Israel and Hezbollah, which international diplomats were trying to contain after a weekend rocket attack that killed 12 young people in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights.
Israel carried out a rare strike Tuesday evening in the Lebanese capital that it said killed a top Hezbollah commander allegedly behind the rocket strike. Hezbollah, which denied any role in the Golan strike, confirmed the death of Fouad Shukur on Wednesday, saying he was in the building that was hit. The strike also killed three women and two children, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby said there was "no sign that an escalation is imminent" in the Middle East and that a cease-fire agreement for Gaza was still possible. He also said the U.S. could not independently confirm reports of what occurred in Tehran. A key question is whether Israel told the U.S., its top ally, ahead of time.
Asked about Haniyeh's killing, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said, "This is something we were not aware of or involved in." Speaking to Channel News Asia, Blinken said he would not speculate about the impact on cease-fire efforts.





    


The U.N. Security Council held an emergency meeting Wednesday to discuss the strikes with Iran and Israel each pressing the council to condemn the other. But the U.N.'s most powerful body issued no collective message after the meeting. The council's 15 members variously warned that the Middle East was at a precarious point, worried about potential escalation, called for restraint and diplomacy, and pointed fingers along longstanding fault lines.
Khalil al-Hayya, a powerful figure within Hamas who was close to Haniyeh, told journalists in Iran that whoever replaces Haniyeh will "follow the same vision" regarding negotiations to end the war -- and continue in the same policy of resistance against Israel. 
Hamas' main consultative body was expected to meet soon, likely after Haniyeh's funeral Friday in Qatar, to name a successor. A Hamas statement said a funeral service will be held in Tehran on Thursday, with Muslim funeral prayers on Friday in Doha followed by his burial in Lusail, Qatar's second largest city. 

    


U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said he still had hopes for a diplomatic solution on the Israeli-Lebanon border. "I don't think that war is inevitable," he said. "I think there's always room and opportunity for diplomacy, and I'd like to see parties pursue those opportunities."
But international diplomats trying to defuse tensions were alarmed. One Western diplomat, whose country has worked to prevent an Israeli-Hezbollah escalation, said the strikes in Beirut and Tehran have "almost killed" hopes for a Gaza cease-fire and could push the Middle East into a "devastating regional war." The diplomat spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive situation.

    


Israel often refrains from commenting on assassinations carried out by its Mossad intelligence agency or strikes on other countries.
In a statement by his office, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Israel doesn't want war after its strike on the Hezbollah commander in Beirut, "but we are preparing for all possibilities." He did not mention the Haniyeh killing, and a U.S.-provided summary of his call with Austin did not mention it.
The killing of Haniyeh abroad comes as Israel has not had a clear success in killing Hamas' top leadership in Gaza, who are believed to be primarily responsible for planning the Oct. 7 attack.
Haniyeh left the Gaza Strip in 2019 and had lived in exile in Qatar. Israel has targeted Hamas figures in Lebanon and Syria during the war, but going after Haniyeh in Iran was vastly more sensitive. Israel has operated there in the past: It is suspected of running a yearslong assassination campaign against Iranian nuclear scientists. In 2020, a top Iranian military nuclear scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was killed by a remote-controlled machine gun while traveling in a car outside Tehran.
During Haniyeh's last hours in Iran, a close ally of Hamas, he was smiling and clapping at the inauguration ceremony of the new President Masoud Pezeshkian. Associated Press photos showed him seated alongside leaders from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant group and Hezbollah, and Iranian media showed him and Pezeshkian hugging. Haniyeh had met earlier with Khamenei.
Hours later, the strike hit a residence Haniyeh uses in Tehran, killing him, Hamas said. One of his bodyguards was killed, Iranian officials said. Hamas official al-Hayya later said on Iranian state television that Haniyeh was killed by a missile.
Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guard warned Israel will face a "harsh and painful response" from Iran and its allies around the region. An influential Iranian parliamentary committee on national security and foreign policy was to hold an emergency meeting on the strike later Wednesday.
Hamas' military wing said in a statement that Haniyeh's assassination "takes the battle to new dimensions and will have major repercussions on the entire region."
Netanyahu has said Israel will continue its devastating campaign in Gaza until Hamas is eliminated. On Wednesday, he asserted that "everything" Israel has achieved in recent months was because it resisted pressure at home and abroad to end the war.
Israel's bombardment and offensives in Gaza have killed more than 39,300 Palestinians and wounded more than 90,900, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, whose count does not differentiate between civilians and combatants.
After months of pounding, Hamas has shown its fighters can still operate in Gaza and fire volleys of rockets into Israel. But it is unclear if it has the capacity to step up attacks in retaliation over Haniyeh's killing.
Besides a direct retaliation on Israel, Iran could work to increase attacks through its allies, a coalition of Iranian-backed groups known as the "Axis of Resistance," including Hezbollah, Hamas, mainly Shiite militias in Iraq and Syria and the Houthi rebels who control much of Yemen.
As a show of support for Hamas, Hezbollah has been exchanging fire almost daily with Israel across the Israeli-Lebanese border in a simmering but deadly conflict that has repeatedly threatened to escalate into all-out war.
___
Associated Press writers Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran; Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut; David Rising in Bangkok; and Jon Gambrell in Ubud, Indonesia, contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Harris calls Trump's false claims about race 'the same old show' of divisiveness and disrespect

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Speaking to a sorority group in Houston, Vice President Kamala Harris responded to former President Donald Trump's comments earlier in the day about her race.
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            Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks at a Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority gathering in Houston, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris delivers remarks at a Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority gathering in Houston, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she departs Andrews Air Force, Md., Wednesday, July 31, 2024, enroute to Houston. (Kevin Lamarque/Pool via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris said Wednesday that former President Donald Trump's false assertions about her race were the "same old show" as she emphasized the need for Black women to organize for his defeat this November.
Addressing the Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. -- one of "Divine Nine" historically Black fraternities and sororities -- in Houston, Harris told the crowd, "When I look out at everyone here, I see family."
She drew knowing chuckles from the audience as she mentioned Trump's comments earlier in the day at the annual meeting of the National Association of Black Journalists. Trump said Harris, the first Black woman and Asian American to serve as vice president, had in the past promoted only her Indian heritage.
"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black and now she wants to be known as Black. So, I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?" Trump said while addressing the NABJ in Chicago.

    


Harris responded briefly during her address to the sorority, saying Trump's display was "the same old show: the divisiveness and the disrespect."




She added: "And let me just say, the American people deserve better. The American people deserve better."
"Our differences do not divide us, they are an essential source of our strength," Harris said.
Referencing the combative tone of Trump's interview at the NABJ convention, she said, "The American people deserve a leader who tells the truth, a leader who does not respond with hostility and anger when confronted with the facts."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris is the daughter of a Jamaican father and an Indian mother, both immigrants to the U.S. As an undergraduate, Harris attended Howard University, one of the nation's most prominent historically Black colleges and universities, where she also pledged the historically Black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha. As a U.S. senator, Harris was a member of the Congressional Black Caucus.

    


Speaking to Sigma Gamma Rho members, Harris said, "Our nation is counting on you" to register people to vote and ensure they go to the polls. "When we organize, mountains move," she said.
Black Greek life is often seen as a lifelong involvement, leading many members to return to regular gatherings -- or "boules" in the organizations' phrasing -- that gather tens of thousands of members each. Harris has attended three such events in the last month, including the boule for her own sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


The Divine Nine organizations, which are officially apolitical, emphasize public service as a mission and have deep networks in politics, business and media.
June Penny, 66, of Georgia, an attendee at Harris' speech in Houston, said Trump's comments about Harris' race reminded her of how he tried to discredit then-President Barack Obama.
"I'm not surprised he would try to find something like that," Penny said.
She said Trump's views don't reflect the reality of race in the country, noting, "I have biracial grandchildren" -- her son-in-law is white -- "and the world views them as black."

    


More than 30 members of Congress are affiliated with a Black Greek letter organization. Close advisers to President Joe Biden, including Stephen Benjamin, Cedric Richmond and Keisha Lance Bottoms, are members of Divine Nine organizations. Harris has welcomed such connections to staff her operation and build her own network in Washington.
--
Associated Press writer Matt Brown in Chicago contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-race-black-voters-3cca948283abb1b649600f4f0b71d306



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    US reaches plea deal with alleged 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, accused as the main plotter of 9/11 attacks, agrees to plead guilty

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the man accused of being the main plotter in al-Qaida's Sept. 11, 2001, attacks has agreed to plead guilty, the Defense Department said Wednesday. Terry Strada, 9/11 Families United Chair, invoked the dozens of relatives who have died while awaiting justice for the killings when she heard news of the plea agreement.


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    2
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE- Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the alleged Sept. 11 mastermind, is seen shortly after his capture during a raid in Pakistan Saturday March 1, 2003 in this photo obtained by the Associated Press. The man accused of being the main plotter in al-Qaeda's Sept. 11, 2001 attacks has agreed to plead guilty, The Defense Department said Wednesday. (AP Photo, FILE)
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            This Monday, Dec. 8, 2008 courtroom drawing by artist Janet Hamlin and reviewed by the U.S. military, shows Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, center, and co-defendant Walid Bin Attash, left, attending a pre-trial session at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. (AP Photo/Janet Hamlin, Pool, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, accused as the mastermind of al-Qaida's Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the United States, has agreed to plead guilty, the Defense Department said Wednesday. The development points to a long-delayed resolution in an attack that killed thousands and altered the course of the United States and much of the Middle East.
Mohammed and two accomplices, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi, are expected to enter the pleas at the military commission at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as soon as next week. 
Defense lawyers have requested the men receive life sentences in exchange for the guilty pleas, according to letters from the federal government received by relatives of some of the nearly 3,000 people killed outright on the morning of Sept. 11.
Terry Strada, the head of one group of families of the nearly 3,000 direct victims of the 9/11 attacks, invoked the many relatives who have died while awaiting justice for the killings when she heard news of the plea agreement.

    


"They were cowards when they planned the attack," she said of the defendants. "And they're cowards today."




Pentagon officials declined to immediately release the full terms of the plea bargains.
The U.S. agreement with the men comes more than 16 years after their prosecution began for al-Qaida's attack. It comes more than 20 years after militants commandeered four commercial airliners to use as fuel-filled missiles, flying three of them into the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Al-Qaida hijackers headed the fourth plane to Washington. But crew members and passengers tried to storm the cockpit, and the plane crashed into a Pennsylvania field.
The attack triggered what President George W. Bush's administration called its war on terror, prompting the U.S. military invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq and years of U.S. operations against armed extremist groups elsewhere in the Middle East.

    


The attack and U.S. retaliation brought the overthrow of two governments outright, devastated communities and countries caught in the battle, and played a role in inspiring the 2011 Arab Spring popular uprisings against authoritarian Middle East governments.
At home, the attacks inspired a sharply more militaristic and nationalist turn to American society and culture.
U.S. authorities point to Mohammed as the source of the idea to use planes as weapons. He allegedly received approval from al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden to craft what became the 9/11 hijackings and killings. U.S. forces killed bin Laden in 2011.
Authorities captured Mohammed in 2003. Mohammed was subjected to waterboarding 183 times while in CIA custody before coming to Guantanamo, along with other torture and coercive questioning.
The use of torture has proven one of the most formidable obstacles in U.S. efforts to try the men in the military commission at Guantanamo, owing to the inadmissibility of evidence linked to abuse. Torture has accounted for much of the delay of the proceedings, along with the courtroom's location a plane ride away from the United States.

    


Daphne Eviatar, a director at the Amnesty International USA rights group, said Wednesday she welcomed news of some accountability in the attacks.
She urged the Biden administration to close the Guantanamo Bay detention center, which holds people taken into custody in the so-called war on terror. Many have since been cleared, but are awaiting approval to leave for other countries.
Additionally, Eviatar said, "the Biden administration must also take all necessary measures to ensure that a program of state-sanctioned enforced disappearance, torture and other ill-treatment will never be perpetrated by the United States again."
Strada, national chairperson of a group of families of victims called 9/11 Families United, had been at Manhattan federal court for a hearing on one of many civil lawsuits when she heard news of the plea agreement.
Strada said many families have just wanted to see the men admit guilt.
"For me personally, I wanted to see a trial," she said. "And they just took away the justice I was expecting, a trial and the punishment."

    


Michael Burke, one of the family members receiving the government notice of the plea bargain, condemned the long wait for justice, and the outcome.
"It took months or a year at the Nuremberg trials," said Burke, whose fire captain brother Billy died in the collapse of the World Trade Center's North Tower. "To me, it always been disgraceful that these guys, 23 years later, have not been convicted and punished for their attacks, or the crime. I never understood how it took so long."
"I think people would be shocked if you could go back in time and tell the people who just watched the towers go down, 'Oh, hey, in 23 years, these guys who are responsible for this crime we just witnessed are going to be getting plea deals so they can avoid death and serve life in prison," he said.

    


Burke's brother, New York City fire captain Billy Burke, ordered his men out but remained on the 27th floor of the North Tower with two men who'd stayed behind: a quadriplegic who, because the elevators had gone out, was essentially stuck there in his wheelchair and that man's friend.
___
Neumeister and Sisak reported from New York.
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British police charge 17-year-old with murder over a stabbing attack that killed 3 children

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Residents swept up broken bricks, shattered glass and burnt plastic on Wednesday after far-right protesters clashed with police outside a mosque in a northwest England town where three girls were fatally stabbed.
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            Protesters confront police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Protesters scuffle with police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A police car burns as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            A man is detained as people attend the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Protesters confront police officers during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A woman is detained as people attend the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Protesters scuffle with police during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A protester holds up a sign police officers gather during the "Enough is Enough" protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A man is detained as people attend the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Flowers and toys are placed on the junction of Tithebarn Road and Hart Street in Southport, England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, after three girls killed in a knife attack at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday. (James Speakman/PA via AP)
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            A man is detained as people attend the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Police officers scuffle with people attending the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A protester is detained by police during the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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                                    A protester is detained by police during the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Deputy Chief Crown Prosecutor Ursula Doyle, left, and Merseyside Police Chief Constable Serena Kennedy, speak during a press conference at Merseyside Police Headquarters in Liverpool, England, early Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, as they announce that a 17-year-old boy has been charged with the murders of three girls at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club in Southport. The teenager, who has not been named because of his age also faces 10 counts of attempted murder. (Eleanor Barlow/PA via AP)
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            People attend the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A protester points his finger towards a police officer during the 'Enough is Enough' protest in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024, following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            A protester is detained by the police during a 'Enough is Enough' protest rally in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024 following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 26

                                    
                                    A protester is detained by the police during a 'Enough is Enough' protest rally in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024 following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Police officers clash with protesters during a 'Enough is Enough' protest rally in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024 following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Police officers clash with protesters during a 'Enough is Enough' protest rally in Whitehall, London, Wednesday July 31, 2024 following the fatal stabbing of three children at a Taylor Swift-themed holiday club on Monday in Southport. (Jordan Pettitt/PA via AP)
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            Police officers stand guard on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            A police car burns as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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                                    Police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            23 of 26 | 
            Firefighters tend to a burning police car as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Firefighters tend to a burning police car as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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                                    Firefighters tend to a burning police car as police officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            A police car burns as officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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                                    A police car burns as officers are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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            Police Officers walk past a burnt out police vehicle as they are deployed on the streets of Hartlepool, England, following a violent protest in the wake of the killing of three girls who were fatally stabbed in northwest England, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British police said Thursday they have charged a 17-year-old with murder over a stabbing attack that left three little girls dead and several more in critical condition. The charges came as the traumatized town of Southport cleaned up after a bout of far-right violence, and agitators fired up by anger and misinformation clashed with police near the prime minister's residence in London.
The Merseyside Police force said the teenager, who has not been named because of his age, faces three counts of murder and 10 of attempted murder over people injured in the attack during a Taylor Swift-themed summer holiday dance and yoga class. 
He is due to appear in court in Liverpool later Thursday.
About two dozen children were attending the summer vacation workshop on Monday when an attacker with a knife burst in. Alice Dasilva Aguiar, 9, Elsie Dot Stancombe, 7, and Bebe King, 6, died from their injuries. Ten other people were injured, among whom five girls and two adults are in critical condition.

    


Far-right demonstrators have launched several violent protests, ostensibly in response to the attack, clashing with police outside a mosque in Southport on Tuesday.




A few hundred protesters hurled beer cans and flares near British Prime Minister Keir Starmer's residence in Downing Street in central London on Wednesday evening. More than 100 people were arrested for offenses including violent disorder and assault on an emergency worker, London's Metropolitan Police force said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Police also faced violent demonstrators in the town of Hartlepool in northeast England, as far-right groups seek to stir anger over an attack they have sought to link -- without evidence -- to immigrants.
Hours earlier, residents of Southport swept shattered glass and broken bricks from streets after far-right protesters clashed with police outside a mosque in the seaside town.

    


On Tuesday night a crowd of several hundred people hurled bricks and bottles at riot police in Southport, set garbage bins and vehicles on fire and looted a store, hours after a peaceful vigil for the girls, aged 6, 7 and 9, were killed. More than 50 officers were injured, including more than two dozen who were taken to hospitals, officials said.
"I am absolutely appalled and disgusted at the level of violence that was shown towards my officers," Merseyside Chief Constable Serena Kennedy said. "Some of the first responders who attended that awful scene on Monday ... then were faced with that level of violence."
Five men have been arrested in connection with the riots in Southport, mainly for violent disorder; one was arrested for possessing a knife and fighting. Kennedy said more arrests were expected.
Starmer condemned the "thuggery" and said the protesters "hijacked" the community's grief.
Norman Wallis, chief executive of the Southport Pleasureland amusement park, was one of dozens of people who turned up with brushes and shovels to clear the debris.
"It's horrendous what those hooligans have done last night," he said. "But none of those people were the people of Southport," he added. "The people of Southport are the ones here today cleaning the mess up."

    


The protesters, who police said were supporters of the far-right English Defence League, were apparently fueled false online rumors about the suspect.
Police said a name circulating on social media -- spread by far-right activists and accounts of murky origin purporting to be news organizations -- was incorrect and that he was born in Britain, contrary to online claims he was an asylum-seeker. The names of suspects under the age of 18 are usually not made public in Britain.
Patrick Hurley, the local lawmaker, said the violence by "beered-up thugs" was the result of "propaganda and lies" spread on social media. 
"This misinformation doesn't just exist on people's internet browsers and on people's phones. It has real world impact," he said.
Chanaka Balasuryla, whose corner store was looted for booze and cigarettes, said he watched from home on a surveillance camera as a gang broke in. He was terrified because a woman and her daughter lived upstairs and he feared the looters would set the shop on fire. 

    


He learned later that the woman had confronted the mob and told them the Windsor Mini Mart was her shop and asked them to stop. The next morning he went get down to his shop were people waiting to help him clean up. 
"I feel safe again because people are here to protect us," he said.
The rampage in Southport is the latest shocking attack in a country where a recent rise in knife crime has stoked anxieties and led to calls for the government to do more to clamp down on bladed weapons, by far the most commonly used instruments in U.K. homicides.
Witnesses described hearing screams and seeing children covered in blood in the mayhem outside the Hart Space, a community center that hosts everything from pregnancy workshops to women's boot camps. 

    


Joel Verite, a window cleaner riding in a van on his lunch break, said his colleague slammed on the brakes and reversed to where a woman was hanging on the side of a car covered in blood.
"She just screamed at me: 'He's killing kids over there. He's killing kids over there,'" Verite told Sky News.
"It was like a scene you'd see on a disaster film," he said. "I can't explain to you how horrific it is what I saw."
Britain's worst attack on children was in 1996, when 43-year-old Thomas Hamilton shot and killed 16 kindergartners and their teacher in a school gymnasium in Dunblane, Scotland. The United Kingdom subsequently banned the private ownership of almost all handguns. 
While knives are used in about 40% of homicides each year, mass stabbings are unusual. 
___
Associated Press writer Pan Pylas in London contributed to this report. 
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                    Hawaii Gov. Josh Green says the parties in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion.
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            FILE - Waiola Church and nearby Lahaina Hongwanji Mission are engulfed in flames along Wainee Street, Aug. 8, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. The parties involved in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state of Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion, Gov. Josh Green told The Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Matthew Thayer/The Maui News via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    FILE - Waiola Church and nearby Lahaina Hongwanji Mission are engulfed in flames along Wainee Street, Aug. 8, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. The parties involved in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state of Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion, Gov. Josh Green told The Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Matthew Thayer/The Maui News via AP, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            FILE - A wasteland of burned out homes and obliterated communities is left on Aug. 10, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii, following the wildfire that devastated the area. The parties involved in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state of Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion, Gov. Josh Green told The Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by the wildfire, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. The parties involved in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state of Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion, Gov. Josh Green told The Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. Hawaii Gov. Josh Green told the Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, that the parties in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                    FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. Hawaii Gov. Josh Green told the Associated Press on Wednesday, July 31, that the parties in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Hawaii Gov. Josh Green speaks at the 2024 summer meeting of the National Governors Association on Thursday, July 11, 2024, in Salt Lake City. Green said Wednesday, July 31, that the parties in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- The parties involved in Lahaina wildfire lawsuits against the state of Hawaii, Maui County and utilities are close to a global settlement of claims that will be worth a little over $4 billion, Gov. Josh Green told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
Green said he's hoping to finalize the details in coming days, perhaps as soon as Aug. 6, which would be two days before the one-year anniversary of the fire that killed 102 people and wiped out historic Lahaina.
"If that could happen, it would be great. I humbly invite all the parties to finalize the agreement," Green said in an interview at his office. "It appears that we are almost there, and we only have a very tiny holdout remaining."
He said all the plaintiffs and defendants have agreed to the global settlement number but final details are pending.
More than 600 lawsuits have been filed over the deaths and destruction caused by the fires. In the spring, a judge appointed mediators and ordered all parties to participate in settlement talks.

    


"Then on July 18, 2024, the Court, along with undoubtedly many others, learned for the first time details of what media reports purported to be a 'global settlement,'" Judge Peter Cahill, who is overseeing the coordination of the lawsuits, wrote in a scheduling order last week. "These reports proved to be premature."




Cahill noted that he hadn't received any notice for any party "of any settlement let alone one of a global nature." However, he also hadn't been informed of any impasse in the negotiation process, he wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jake Lowenthal, a Maui attorney selected as one of five liaisons for the coordination of the cases, said Wednesday, "as of now, there's no settlement."
Hawaiian Electric Company spokesperson Darren Pai said in an email that the mediation process is confidential and the company would not comment. Maui County didn't respond to an email seeking comment.

    


Jim Bickerton, a lawyer who filed the first lawsuit against Bishop Estate -- one of the landowners sued over allegations of failing to maintain vegetation that fueled the fire -- wouldn't comment on the status of current negotiations. But he said, "Any settlement process would include a method for those who have not yet hired lawyers or made claims to have their claim be considered."
Green said he was traveling out of state for several weeks but ended up working on the settlement while he was away because bringing $4 billion to Lahaina would accelerate the community's recovery. Settlements of wildfire lawsuits elsewhere have often taken years. 
"As I watched other regions that have gone through these disasters, I learned that they didn't reach settlement for many years, and that left people in a tangled web of despair because they couldn't really recover," Green said.
Victims would get insurance, but it was never enough, the governor said.
"I acknowledge that the $3 billion that's coming from insurance is very helpful," Green said. "But the additional $4 billion of settlement will hopefully make it possible for people to rebuild however they feel they need to."

    


In 2019, Pacific Gas and Electric settled all major claims related to deadly Northern California wildfires of 2017-2018 for $13.5 billion. The deal resolved claims over the 2018 Camp Fire, which killed 85 people and all but incinerated the town of Paradise, the 2015 Butte Fire and Oakland's 2016 Ghost Ship fire. 
Separately, three years later, former PG&E executives and directors agreed to pay $117 million to settle a lawsuit over 2017-2018 wildfires.
PG&E is the nation's largest utility, with an estimated 16 million customers in central and Northern California.
___
Associated Press journalist Jennifer Sinco Kelleher contributed to this report. 
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                    Venezuelan migrants at Mexico City camp grow anxious amid post-election unrest back home
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            Venezuelan migrant Cristo Perez, 33, sits in the sun at a migrant camp outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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            Tents set up by migrants, many from Venezuela, cover the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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            A Venezuelan migrant who did not want to give her name cooks chicken to sell at a migrant camp set up in the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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            Venezuelan migrant Herberto Lugo, 48, gives an interview at the migrant camp where he is living in the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Venezuelan migrant Herberto Lugo, 48, gives an interview at the migrant camp where he is living in the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Tents set up by migrants, many from Venezuela, sit in the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Yenny Morales, 33, left her native Venezuela because she felt she had no other option. Her 9-year-old son has a mental health disability, and in a country where 80% of people live in poverty, she couldn't afford a specialist.
"I had to flee, because my son couldn't see a neurologist. The health of my kids comes first," said Morales, who has been waiting in Mexico for an appointment to request asylum in the United States.
Since Sunday's presidential election in Venezuela, in which both incumbent President Nicolas Maduro and the country's main opposition coalition claimed victory, her worries have shifted to her family back home. "This is fraud," she said, referring to the widely criticized results. "And now that's what our families are fighting against."
She said she had not heard from her family since Tuesday morning.

    


Morales, who lives in a makeshift camp in the heart of Mexico City, is among the millions of Venezuelan migrants growing increasingly anxious for their friends and family back home. After having trekked through Central America in search of a better life, they are closely following the protests triggered by the announcement that Maduro had secured a third six-year term.




Sunday's election was one of the most peaceful in the country's recent memory, reflecting a widespread hope that Venezuela could avoid bloodshed and end 25 years of single-party rule.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm very disappointed with what I'm seeing," said Gerardo Uzcategui, 56, who spent four years in Cali, Colombia before beginning his journey to the U.S.
The former police officer who oversaw the security of a government minister said all of his family has now fled. He has a daughter in Argentina and a son in Mexico.
"We were happy around 3 p.m. on Sunday, thinking there was going to be change," he said. "But 11 p.m. came around and everything changed. It's really, really hard on us."

    


Plummeting oil prices, widespread shortages and hyperinflation that soared past 130,000% have led to social unrest and mass emigration in Venezuela - pushing more than 7.7 million people to migrate in the last decade.
Morales' phone is flooded with information about what is happening in her home country. She shared an audio of a friend warning protesters to cover their faces, videos of children banging pots and pans -- and a photo of a close friend who she said was killed after the first day of protests.
The Venezuela-based human rights organization Foro Penal reported Tuesday that 11 people, including two minors, had been killed in unrest related to the election.
Herberto Lugo, 48, said he's relieved his family back in Venezuela is OK, since they live in the coastal city of Maracaibo, where violent protests haven't reached them. But that doesn't change his views on Maduro's iron grip on Venezuela.
"We're uncomfortable, and we won't conform to what is happening in our country," said Lugo, who thinks opposition leader and former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez was the clear winner of the election. If given the chance to go back, he said, he would join in the protests.
"People in Venezuela are fighting, and we hope he leaves this week," he said, referring to Maduro. "If he doesn't leave this week, he'll never leave."
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            FILE - President Joe Biden speaks at an event commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act, Monday, July 29, 2024, at the LBJ Presidential Library in Austin, Texas. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden pauses before he addresses the nation from the Oval Office in Washington, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement.(AP Photo/Evan Vucc, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden addresses the nation from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)
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            FILE - Hugh Kieve, 10, of Washington, holds a sign outside the White House in Washington, Sunday, July 21, 2024, as he and his family come out to show support for President Joe Biden. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden speaks at an event commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act, Monday, July 29, 2024, at the LBJ Presidential Library in Austin, Texas. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden pauses before he addresses the nation from the Oval Office in Washington, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement.(AP Photo/Evan Vucc, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden addresses the nation from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, July 24, 2024, about his decision to drop his Democratic presidential reelection bid. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, Pool)
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            FILE - Hugh Kieve, 10, of Washington, holds a sign outside the White House in Washington, Sunday, July 21, 2024, as he and his family come out to show support for President Joe Biden. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign after losing the confidence of his party, Biden is still coming to terms with the stunning political whiplash he -- and the country -- experienced. The Democratic president is privately smarting over those who orchestrated the end of his political career and the even swifter embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as his replacement.(AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- It was President Joe Biden's first public appearance since he dropped out of the race, and the applause for him from the crowded auditorium in Austin, Texas, just kept going. He put his hand on his heart in thanks, looked down and, for the briefest of moments, took it all in.
The ovation on Monday was most certainly not for the stated topic of his speech but for what had come before -- Biden's decision to step aside in the 2024 race and throw his support behind his vice president. 
Not to say it's been easy for him. Ten days since ending his reelection campaign, Biden still is coming to terms with the political whiplash that he -- and the country -- have experienced.
Privately, the Democratic president is smarting over those who orchestrated the abrupt end of his 50-year political career and processing a mixture of emotions -- bitterness and regret among them, but also relief at not having to run a grueling race against Republican Donald Trump. Nor will Biden have to confront the risk of what his potential loss might have done do his legacy and the country. 

    


At the same time, the Democratic Party's swift embrace of Vice President Kamala Harris as Biden's replacement has sparked pride in the quick consolidation of the party at his encouragement -- and also served as an unwelcome reminder of his soon-to-be political irrelevance.




Biden, to use a turn of phrase that Harris popularized, is struggling to make sense of what will no longer be, burdened by how his political future has ended.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This story is based off interviews with eight longtime Biden aides and allies, many of whom spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss internal conversations.
Biden never wanted to step aside. He was shoved slowly toward the door by an ever-growing chorus of Democrats. In the end, he willingly put aside personal ambition, and did so for the unity of the party. It was received as a stunning act of selflessness and he's been widely praised. But that doesn't mean he's at peace with it.

    


"President Biden has goodwill for everyone involved, whatever their opinions were -- and a deep appreciation for the values that we share," said White House spokesman Andrew Bates in a statement.
In the days since sending his fateful tweet bowing out of the race and delivering his Oval Office address on the matter, the president has kept a lower profile. Reminders of his diminishing relevance have been manifest in both subtle and obvious ways.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


The stepped-up travel schedule that Biden had embarked upon to attempt to salvage his campaign after his devastating debate with Trump is no more. Replacing it are policy briefings -- often behind closed doors -- meant to show Biden is still working through his lame duck era. 
Biden has told aides he intends to run through the tape on his term in office and has tasked them with finding additional actions he can take before Jan. 20, 2025, to secure his legacy. But what those actions might be remains a work in progress.
Press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre acknowledged that Biden and the White House are still "recalibrating" after his decision.

    


"We are trying to figure out what the next six months are going to look like," she said. "Just give us a beat."
Even the president's regular lunches with Harris on Wednesdays have taken on a new dimension, as the balance of power in their relationship has shifted.
Harris, days away from being the official Democratic nominee in her own right, has taken on a more visible role while Biden has stepped back. On Tuesday, she spoke from the tarmac in Atlanta on Israel's apparent assassination of a top Hezbollah militant before the White House had released a statement.
The enthusiasm for Harris already has far exceeded what Biden could generate for this campaign. Thousands turned out for a raucous rally for the vice president in Georgia on Tuesday night. Roughly 8 in 10 Democrats say they would be somewhat or very satisfied if Harris became the Democratic nominee for president, according to a new survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 

    


No longer will Biden deliver the marquee address on the closing night of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Instead, he's expected to speak on the lower-rated first night. One plan under discussion is for him to watch from the arena stands as Harris formally accepts the party's nomination that Thursday.
Should Harris win -- and Biden knows that how history will view him depends in part on how she performs against Trump -- the satisfaction of selecting and positioning his vice president for victory and ensuring a graceful end for his time in public service may well win out.
Biden aides and allies insist that he's happy with how his former campaign rallied to support Harris after he handed her the keys and with how Democrats -- even those who abandoned him -- rushed to embrace her. But at the same time, he's had little patience for the paeans from those who pushed for him to exit and now praise his decision to step aside, aides and allies said. And he has had difficulty containing the "what-ifs" -- he'll never know for sure if he could have pulled out one last victory.

    


"President Biden appreciates the work of all of the members of the diverse coalition that is dedicated to defeating Donald Trump and the threat he poses to democracy," said Biden personal spokesman TJ Ducklo. "He is focused on building as much support as possible for Vice President Harris and is pleased with the clear enthusiasm she has received so far."
Outwardly, Biden has tried to remain magnanimous.
Rep. Lloyd Doggett, the first Democratic lawmaker to call for Biden to step aside, was invited to welcome the president on the tarmac in Austin on Monday and he described a cordial conversation with Biden to reporters.
"I think he made a great sacrifice," Doggett told KVUE in Austin as he recounted their conversation. "And the country will be the better off for it. And Biden responded, 'Thank you for calling for my doing this.'"
Still, Biden aides have expressed some worry to one another about how his lingering frustrations might surface.
Some pointed to his comments in the early hours of Tuesday morning, when a reporter asked Biden about his legacy with regard to LGBTQ Americans. The president harked back to to his 2011 comments supporting same-sex marriage that caught then-President Barack Obama off guard. It came off as a subtle dig at the former president, who in recent weeks was among those working behind the scenes to push Biden toward the exits.
"Well, I'm really proud of my position," Biden said. "I was the first guy to come out for gay marriage. Remember that little problem with the Obama administration?"
___
Long reported from Austin, Texas.
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MrBeast, YouTube's biggest star, acknowledges past 'inappropriate language' as controversies swirl
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                    FILE - Jimmy Donaldson, the YouTube star known as MrBeast, stands in a sideline box at an MLS soccer match on March 10, 2024, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. MrBeast, YouTube's biggest star and a philanthropic force with nearly unrivaled influence among young audiences, admitted Wednesday, July 31, 2024, that he used inappropriate language in his early online days. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- MrBeast, YouTube's biggest star and a philanthropic force with nearly unrivaled influence among young audiences, acknowledged Wednesday that he used "inappropriate language" in his early online days, as numerous controversies bubbled up around him and a former collaborator.
MrBeast, whose real name is Jimmy Donaldson, and his reported $700 million empire have come under new fire in recent weeks after accusations of past racist comments by Donaldson surfaced along with allegations that a longtime colleague made inappropriate sexual comments to minors.
"When Jimmy was a teenager he acted like many kids and used inappropriate language while trying to be funny," a spokesperson for the YouTuber said in a statement to The Associated Press. "Over the years he has repeatedly apologized and has learned that increasing influence comes with increased responsibility to be more aware and more sensitive to the power of language. After making some bad jokes and other mistakes when he was younger, as an adult he has focused on engaging with the MrBeast community to work together on making a positive impact around the world."

    


His highly produced videos of whimsical challenges and lavish gifts, often accompanied by expressive thumbnails and punchy titles, have drawn a record 307 million Youtube subscribers. His latest uploads include "Ages 1 - 100 Decide Who Wins $250,000" and "I Built 100 Houses And Gave Them Away!" which, like most of his videos, garnered more than 100 million views.




The philanthropic sector has received this content with a mix of praise for encouraging direct generosity and criticism of exploitative "inspiration porn." Donaldson's greater ambition made itself plain in recent years through the launch of his snack brand Feastables, a branded burger chain with reviews bad enough that he sued the company behind it, and an Amazon Prime Video deal for a 1,000-contestant reality competition show.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But before overtaking YouTube with his often-absurd charitable acts, Donaldson built a sizable following as a gaming content creator who sometimes interacted with viewers on livestreams.

    


'Blind ambition for attention'
In a 2017 clip circulated by YouTube influencer Rosanna Pansino in a July 24 post on X, Donaldson responded to a viewer who commented about selling Black people for money and said that "the most I would pay is probably 300." Donaldson also used a homophobic slur at multiple points. After one commenter repeated a racial slur, Donaldson eventually instructed his audience to stop using that word in the chat.
Pansino told AP she'd worked on various potential business ventures with Donaldson over the last several years, though none ever launched. Last fall, she complained publicly about an edit of her appearance in a MrBeast video, though eventually deleted the posts after she said she received death threats from fans.
Pansino said that contrary to popular opinion, it's "just not true" that Donaldson has always made "family friendly content."
"His first videos, where he was trying to be an edgy gamer and streamer, and he said horrible things and nasty things -- I didn't know that," Pansino said. "I had no idea that history was there."

    


In a separate clip from a May 2017 podcast appearance, Donaldson suggested he would have sex with the rapper Bhad Bhabie, whose real name is Danielle Bregoli and who was 14 years old at the time. The video has since been removed for "violating YouTube's community guidelines."
Podcast co-host Leon Lush defended Donaldson in a video posted on X last week. Lush said Donaldson clarified later on the episode that he "wouldn't do that" because Bregoli was "way too young" and had joked they should "say something offensive that people can take out of context."
Lush added that the recording is "cringe in hindsight" and dismissed the outcry as "a molehill turning into a mountain."
"Being unfunny seems like the worst offense here. When you mix a propensity for dark humor with blind ambition for attention, you get" this content sometimes, Lush said. "Was being edgy the best strategy? Certainly not, although it did work sometimes as far as getting attention."

    


Collaborator controversy
Those clips emerged as internet sleuths alleged that longtime MrBeast collaborator Ava Kris Tyson interacted inappropriately with minors online.
Under scrutiny are Tyson's past conversations with an underage teenage fan, including public posts where the two discussed nude images and anime pornography. The fan denied any exploitation in a July 22 post on X, describing such accusations as "massive lies and twisting the truth." 
In a July 24 post on X, Nate Weyman said he and the fan had done unpaid technical work running Tyson's streams and would all play video games together "for hours on end." Weyman said Tyson had a private Discord server with about 10 people, mostly other minors around 14 years old, and would frequently spam the server with pornographic images.

    


Tyson announced her departure from "all things MrBeast and social media" in a July 23 post on X. Donaldson posted on July 24 that he was "disgusted and opposed to such unacceptable acts" and is hiring independent investigators to look into the allegations.
Tyson has been the target of transphobic attacks since she came out last year as transgender. Last April, Donaldson defended his close friend against a video describing her as a "nightmare" for MrBeast. Donaldson wrote on X then that "this is getting absurd," affirmed their friendship and said "this transphobia" was starting to anger him.
Giveaways questioned
Last week, a former employee accused Donaldson of rigging the contests in his videos, running illegal lotteries and deceiving his fans. The person made the sweeping accusations under an alias in a YouTube video that has reached over 6.9 million views since it was posted last week.
Donaldson has not publicly responded to the unsubstantiated claims. Chucky Appleby, who co-founded YouTube analytics platform ViewStats alongside Donaldson, said the former employee was fired within a month after displaying "erratic behavior." In a July 29 post on X, Appleby denied accusations that MrBeast fakes videos and said it "would have been impossible to hide" scripted segments from the "countless people on set."
"Jimmy spends unfathomable amounts of money and time to ensure the integrity of what he does," Appleby said. "I hate to see it come into question with a bunch of lies."
AP direct messaged several social media users behind the range of accusations, as well as the underage fan.
Matthew Wade, a La Trobe University sociology lecturer focused on ethics of charity, credited Beast Philanthropy for establishing partnerships with esteemed philanthropic organizations. The "gauche tone and occasional crassness" of Donaldson's style might have been well worth his "truly extraordinary reach" for nonprofits eager to drive support toward their causes, Wade told AP in an email.
But risk calculations could shift, he said.
"Charities and philanthropic foundations cannot gamble with their reputation," Wade said. "They must be seen as above reproach, and the steady accumulation of controversies around the MrBeast brand may too easily tarnish the pristine glow of their own."
_____
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, smiles after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, reacts after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        NANTERRE, France (AP) -- Katie Ledecky has tied one of swimming's most impressive records. 
Chances are, she'll have it all to herself by the time she completes the Paris Olympics.
The 27-year-old Ledecky bumped her career total to 12 medals with a dominating victory in the 1,500-meter freestyle Wednesday night, equaling three fellow Americans -- Dara Torres, Natalie Coughlin and Jenny Thompson -- for the most ever by a female swimmer.
Ledecky was first an Olympian in 2012
Ledecky won her first gold in London when she was just 15. 
"It's not easy, it doesn't get any easier, so I do try to enjoy it each year and there's different perspective that I have different years and different challenges that you face each year," Ledecky said after winning the 1,500.
What's next for Ledecky?
--She is expected to compete in the final of the 4x200 freestyle relay on Thursday. The U.S. took silver in that event at the Tokyo Games after winning gold in the two previous Olympics, so that seems like a pretty sure bet for lucky medal No. 13. 

    


--Ledecky will be going for her fourth straight gold medal in the 800 freestyle, with the preliminaries set for Friday morning and the final to follow Saturday next evening.




"I have the relay tomorrow, that's my next focus," she said after the race. "Then, I'll think about the 800."
The American star now has eight gold medals in her career, seven of them coming in individual races. She came into these games already holding the record for the most individual golds by a female swimmer.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Fed Chair Powell says September interest rate cut could be 'on the table' as inflation cools

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Federal Reserve said Wednesday that greater progress has been made in reducing inflation to its 2% target, a sign that the central bank is moving closer toward cutting its key interest rate for the first time in four years.
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell leaves after speaking during a news conference at the Federal Reserve Board Building Tuesday, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve Board Building Tuesday, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell on Wednesday set the stage for the central bank's first rate cut in four years, citing greater progress toward lower inflation as well as a cooler job market that no longer threatens to overheat the economy. 
Still, the Fed kept its key interest rate unchanged at a 23-year high of 5.3%, despite calls from some economists and Democratic politicians to implement a cut Wednesday. Instead, Powell said that, if inflation continues to fall, "a reduction in our policy rate could be on the table" when the Fed next meets Sept. 17-18.
"We're getting closer to the point at which it'll be appropriate to reduce our policy rate," Powell said, "but we're not quite at that point." 
A rate cut by the Fed is unlikely to have much immediate impact because it is largely expected by financial markets. Yet over time, lower Fed rates should reduce borrowing costs for consumers and businesses, including mortgage and auto-loan rates. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Fed Chair Powell says September interest rate cut could be 'on the table' as inflation cools
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the Federal Reserve suggests its first key interest rate cut in four years is getting closer.

    


    


Rate cuts could also bolster the economy and potentially improve Vice President Kamala Harris' prospects in the upcoming presidential election. Former President Donald Trump has said the Fed shouldn't cut rates before the election. After September, the Fed's next meeting is two days after the election in November. 




In a statement Wednesday, the Fed said that "job gains have moderated" and acknowledged that the unemployment rate has risen. The Fed is required by Congress to pursue stable prices and maximum employment, and the statement said the central bank is "attentive to the risks" to both goals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The focus on both inflation and employment is a major shift after several years of Fed officials focusing exclusively on combatting rising prices. 
"They're ready to cut, just as long as we don't get an inflation suprise between now and September, which we won't," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "Better late than never."

    


But Powell provided little guidance on how many times the Fed might reduce rates in the coming months. 
"I can imagine a scenario in which it would be everywhere from zero cuts to several cuts," by the end of this year, he said. 
Before the Fed's decision, financial market traders had priced in 100% odds that the central bank would reduce its benchmark rate at its Septermber meeting, according to futures markets. The Fed typically seeks to avoid surprising investors with its rate decisions. 
Stocks added a bit to earlier gains and Treasury yields eased after the Federal Reserve held its main interest rate at a two-decade high but gave some indication that an easing may soon be on the way. The S&P 500 ended Wednesday up 1.6%.
The Fed is seeking to strike a delicate balance: It wants to keep rates high enough for long enough to quell inflation, which has fallen to 2.5% from a peak two years ago of 7.1%, according to its preferred measure. But it also wants to avoid keeping borrowing costs so high that it triggers a recession. 
Powell portrayed the economy as in something of a sweet spot, with inflation falling and hiring occurring at a solid pace. At the same time, wage growth has cooled, which can reduce inflationary pressure in the economy, as many businesses will lift prices to offset higher labor costs. 

    


"It's neither an overheating economy nor is it a sharply weakening economy," Powell said. "It's kind of what you would want to see." 
Earlier Wednesday, a key gauge of wages grew more slowly in the second quarter, compared to the first three months of this year, though the increase was still faster than inflation. 
"Wage increases are still at a strong level, but that level continues to come down to a more sustainable level over time," he said. "That's exactly the pattern than we want to be seeng." 
Yet with the unemployment rate ticking higher for three months in a row, some economists have raised concerns that the Fed should cut rates more quickly later this year. 
"The finish line is in sight and it would be tragic for the Fed to stumble and fall, with one-tenth of a mile left in the marathon, which is what I think they would be doing if they don't start cutting," Bharat Ramamurti, an advisor at the American Economic Liberties Project and former economist in the Biden White House, said on a call Monday with reporters. 

    


Also Wednesday, three Democratic senators, led by Elizabeth Warren from Massachusetts, urged Powell in a letter to cut rates. The letter charged that a failure to reduce borrowing costs soon would suggest the Fed is "giving in to bullying" and would itself be a political move. 
Powell said Wednesday that the upcoming elections would have no influence on the Fed's decisions. 
"We don't change anything in our approach to address other factors like the political calendar," he said.
In the latest piece of good news on price increases, last Friday the government said that yearly inflation fell to 2.5% in July, according to the Fed's preferred inflation measure. That is down from 2.6% the previous month and the lowest since February 2021, when inflation was just starting to accelerate.

    


At the same time, the unemployment rate has risen by nearly a half-percentage point this year to a still-low 4.1% and hiring has slowed. 
The government will issue the latest jobs numbers on Friday, and economists forecast that it will say employers added 175,000 jobs in July, while the unemployment rate remained 4.1%.
The Fed may be among the last of the major central banks to cut its benchmark rate. The European Central Bank reduced borrowing costs in June and may do so again in September. The Bank of England meets Thursday and may implement its first cut, though economists think it could also keep rates unchanged.
The Bank of Japan is in a different boat, as the country has long sought higher prices after decades of slow deflation. Its inflation rate has moved higher and the Bank of Japan responded earlier Wednesday by increasing its key rate.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inflation-economy-federal-reserve-interest-rates-04d2877f47f3913acc2f992d8ef1581b
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            FILE - The Boeing 777X airplane is shown at the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, north of Paris, France, on June 19, 2023. Boeing said Wednesday, July 31, 2024, that aerospace industry veteran Robert "Kelly" Ortberg will take over as CEO next week, replacing David Calhoun. Boeing is announcing the new CEO as it reports a loss of more than $1.4 billion in the second quarter. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - A Boeing 737 MAX aircraft is shown on the assembly line at the Boeing facility in Renton, Wash., June 25, 2024. Boeing reports earnings on Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - The Boeing 777X airplane is shown during the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, north of Paris, France, June 19, 2023. Boeing said Wednesday, July 31, 2024, that aerospace industry veteran Robert "Kelly" Ortberg will take over as CEO next week, replacing David Calhoun. Boeing is announcing the new CEO as it reports a loss of more than $1.4 billion in the second quarter. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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            FILE - A Boeing 737 MAX aircraft is shown on the assembly line during a media tour at the Boeing facility in Renton, Wash., on June 25, 2024. Boeing said Wednesday, July 31, 2024, that aerospace industry veteran Robert "Kelly Ortberg will take over as CEO next week, replacing David Calhoun. Boeing is announcing the new CEO as it reports a loss of more than $1.4 billion in the second quarter. (Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP, Pool, File)
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            The door plug from the Alaska Airlines Flight 1282's Boeing 737-9 MAX airplane is shown at the National Transportation Safety Board laboratory, in Washington, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            The door plug from the Alaska Airlines Flight 1282's Boeing 737-9 MAX airplane is shown at the National Transportation Safety Board laboratory, in Washington, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. The door plug is showing some signs of wearing out, scratches caused by rubbing against hard surfaces and a gap on the top section above the window (front bottom of the picture). (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            The bottom section of door plug from the Alaska Airlines Flight 1282's Boeing 737-9 MAX airplane is shown at the National Transportation Safety Board laboratory, in Washington, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        Boeing named an aerospace industry veteran with a background in mechanical engineering as its next chief executive Wednesday, looking to open a new chapter at a company rocked by legal, regulatory and production problems and mounting financial repercussions.
Robert "Kelly" Ortberg, a former CEO at aerospace manufacturer Rockwell Collins, will succeed David Calhoun as CEO and president effective Aug. 8, the company said. Calhoun said in March that he would retire at the end of the year, and analysts generally praised the quicker transition. 
"There is much work to be done, and I'm looking forward to getting started," Ortberg said in a statement issued by Boeing.
Boeing announced its new CEO as it reported a loss of more than $1.4 billion on falling revenue during the second quarter. The loss was wider and the company's revenue lower than Wall Street's dismal expectations, as both Boeing's commercial-airplanes business and defense unit lost money.

    


The disappointing results came at a tumultuous time for Boeing, which is the subject of multiple investigations into its safety culture and manufacturing quality. 




The American aerospace giant agreed to plead guilty this month to a federal fraud charge in connection with its 737 Max jetliner and two crashes that killed 346 people. The Federal Aviation Administration increased its oversight of the company and limited the number of planes it could produce after a panel blew off an Alaska Airlines Max flying at an altitude of 16,000 feet. No one was seriously hurt, but the frightening incident and subsequent scrutiny have damaged Boeing's reputation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boeing Chairman Steven Mollenkopf said Ortberg was chosen after a "thorough and extensive search process" and "has the right skills and experience to lead Boeing in its next chapter." Ortberg has earned a reputation for running complex engineering and manufacturing companies, Mollenkopf said.

    


Calhoun, who said he wasn't involved in the hiring decision, is expected to serve as a special adviser to Boeing's board of directors until next March. He suggested that Ortberg would support Boeing's current executives instead of bringing in his own team. 
"I don't think he's coming in with a notion to want to change a lot of folks," Calhoun said on a call with analysts. "He knows full well we're in recovery mode, and he knows full well that we've got to complete the recovery mode and we've got to get this thing stable and move forward."
Ortberg plans to be based in Seattle, according to a person familiar with the decision who was not authorized to discuss the situation publicly. That would put him in closer contact with Boeing factories that produce several of its planes, notably the 737 Max. 
Boeing was founded in Seattle but moved to Chicago in 2001 and then, to be closer to government officials and regulators, the headquarters moved to the Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C., in 2022. 
Ortberg emerged as a leading candidate only recently. Others who were reportedly considered for the job included Patrick Shanahan, a former Boeing executive and now CEO of its most important supplier, Spirit AeroSystems, and another longtime Boeing executive, Stephanie Pope, who recently took over the commercial airplanes division. 

    


Ortberg led Rockwell Collins from 2013 to 2018. The company, which developed electronics and other equipment for commercial and military planes, then merged with United Technologies and wound up as part of RTX, formerly known as Raytheon. He retired from RTX in 2021. 
Richard Aboulafia, a longtime aerospace analyst and consultant and recently a harsh critic of the company, said the hire is great news for Boeing.
"He is a deeply respected leader in the aerospace industry, and brings more hope for a better future than the company has enjoyed in decades," Aboulafia said.
Ortberg, who has a background in both commercial and defense aerospace, "was probably on a relatively short list of people that are qualified to take on this challenge," Jeff Windau, an analyst for financial advising company Edward Jones, said.

    


The new CEO's first task, Windau said, will be working with the FAA to help Boeing reach its goal of increasing production of Max jets. 
The company waived the mandatory retirement age of 65 for Ortberg, a spokesperson said. Boeing did the same for Calhoun days after he turned 64 in 2021.
Like Calhoun, who took over as CEO in the wake of the two Max crashes, Ortberg inherits the leadership of a company facing ongoing crises and criticism from inside and outside the company. 
Boeing, based in Arlington, Virginia, is pushing back against whistleblower allegations of manufacturing shortcuts that crimp on safety. It is dealing with supply-chain problems that are hindering production, which it hopes to fix in part by re-acquiring Spirit AeroSystems, a key contractor. It faces a threatened strike this fall by its largest union, the International Association of Machinists.

    


The company is still trying to persuade regulators to approve two new models of the Max and a bigger version of its two-aisle 777 jetliner. And it faces a multi-billion-dollar decision on when to design a new single-aisle plane to replace the Max. 
Its reputation took another hit recently when thruster failures and helium leaks on Boeing's new Starliner capsule prompted NASA and Boeing to keep two astronauts at the International Space Station until engineers finish working on the problems.
The quarterly earnings reported Wednesday reflected the scope of Boeing's challenges. The reported loss of $1.44 billion for the second quarter compared with a loss of $149 million a year earlier. Since the start of 2019, Boeing has lost more than $25 billion. 
Excluding special items, the second-quarter loss worked out to $2.90 per share. Analysts expected a loss of $1.90 per share, according to a FactSet survey.
Revenue dropped 15%, to $16.87 billion, falling short of Wall Street's average forecast of $17.35 billion. The commercial airplanes division had an operating loss of $715 million, and revenue plunged 32% as Boeing delivered fewer passenger jets to airlines -- 92 planes, compared with 136 a year earlier. 
The FAA limited Boeing's production of Max jetliners shortly after the Alaska Airlines incident, but Boeing hasn't even hit the FAA limits as it seeks to fix its manufacturing process. The company said Wednesday that it is sticking with its plans to boost production of the Max to 38 per month by year end.
Boeing took a charge of $244 million to cover a fine it agreed to pay as part of its plea deal with the Justice Department in connection with development of the Max. A federal judge in Texas will soon consider whether to approve the agreement, which also calls for the appointment of an independent compliance monitor and for Boeing to invest at least $455 million "in its compliance, quality, and safety programs." 
Many families of the people who died in the two Max crashes, which took place off the coast of Indonesia in 2018 and in Ethiopia less than five months later, oppose the deal and asked the judge on Wednesday to reject it. 
Boeing's defense and space unit lost $913 million because of $1 billion in setbacks to four fixed-price government contracts, including a deal to build two new Air Force One presidential jets. The smaller services business earned $870 million. 
Boeing shares rose 4% in afternoon trading. 
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            Canada's players celebrate after Vanessa Gille, bottom center, scored her side's second goal during the women's Group A soccer match between Canada and France at Geoffroy-Guichard stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            FILE - Canada's head coach Bev Priestman gestures during the Women's World Cup Group B soccer match between Australia and Canada in Melbourne, Australia, Monday, July 31, 2023. FIFA deducted six points from Canada in the Paris Olympics women's soccer tournament and banned three coaches, including Priestman, for one year each on Saturday, July 27, 2204, in a drone spying scandal. (AP Photo/Hamish Blair, File)
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            Canada's Julia Grosso celebrates her side's 2-1 win at the end of the women's Group A soccer match between Canada and France at Geoffroy-Guichard stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Canadian soccer officials admitted in evidence to FIFA that spying on opponents was routinely done, for the men's national team as well as the women's team which has been punished for using drones at the Paris Olympics.
The drone-spying scandal threatens to spread beyond the Olympics, where Canada is the defending women's champion, to the men's team at the 2026 World Cup.
Canada is one of the 2026 World Cup home teams, co-hosting the 48-team tournament with the United States and Mexico.
Canada lost its appeal Wednesday at the Court of Arbitration for Sport against a six-point penalty imposed by the sport's world governing body for spying on New Zealand practices ahead of their opening game last week.
The urgent verdict was published just hours before Canada -- on zero points despite winning its first two games, against New Zealand and France -- beat Colombia 1-0 to clinch a spot in the quarterfinals. The team will play Germany on Saturday in Marseille.

    


While Canada's players revived their Olympic title hopes on the field, the damage to the country's reputation for soccer integrity was hit hard Wednesday -- and risks further damage from spinoff investigations.




FIFA on Wednesday published its judge's document with detailed evidence to explain the sweeping Olympic punishments.
Canada's appeal to CAS failed to overturn an unprecedented six-point deduction in the Group A standings, a 200,000 Swiss francs ($227,000) fine and one-year bans from global soccer for head coach Bev Priestman, an assistant coach and a performance analyst who flew the spying drone. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Spying was something the Canada women's team "has 'always done' and it was the 'difference between winning and losing,'" FIFA appeals judge Neil Eggleston wrote in a 26-page document detailing evidence and witness statements to help explain the verdict.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Actions by the Canadian team at the Olympics were "inexcusable and unacceptable," wrote Eggleston, a former White House Counsel in the administration of U.S. President Barack Obama.

    


"Bev Priestman references that the men's senior national team may have employed a similar scouting tactic," the Canadian soccer federation wrote in its submission to the FIFA hearing.
In a past internal email about spying with drones on opponents' practice sessions, Priestman wrote "I know there is a whole operation on the men's side with regards to it."
The FIFA document, even with redacted sections, appears to connect Priestman to John Herdman, the coach of Major League Soccer club Toronto.
Herdman coached the Canada women's team from 2011-18, then took over the men's team leading it to the 2022 World Cup. That was Canada's first appearance at the tournament for 36 years.
The Canadian Press last week quoted Herdman saying "I'm highly confident that in my time as a head coach at an Olympic Games or World Cup we've never been involved in any of those activities."
Priestman was assistant to Herdman with Canada's women's team, then got the head coach job in 2020. The Olympic title was won one year later at the Tokyo Games. 

    


The 38-year-old Priestman apologized to the Canada players and said she was "absolutely heartbroken" for them about the Olympic scandal. 
Canada team officials have said the players were unaware of any attempts to cheat.
"While disappointed in the outcome of our appeal, we commend the players for their incredible resilience and grit over the course of this tournament," the Canadian Olympic Committee said in a statement Wednesday.
Priestman stepped aside from team before the New Zealand game, then was suspended by Canadian officials and sent home before the FIFA ban was announced.
The FIFA document details how team analyst Joseph Lombardi was detained by French police on July 22, held for three days and given an eight-month suspended sentence after pleading guilty.
Flying a drone over an Olympic competition site was prohibited in France, and the New Zealand team had alerted security officials at its training site in Saint-Etienne. Lombardi admitted he also filmed the July 20 practice.

    


"I was non-accredited and wanted to impress the Canadian women's technical staff with informed/accurate analysis to elevate my role for future opportunities," Lombardi said in evidence to FIFA.
Priestman has written in internal emails that illicit scouting "can be the difference between winning and losing and all top 10 teams do it."
In its formal complaint to FIFA, the New Zealand soccer federation said "the integrity of the upcoming match has now been compromised" and asked to be awarded the three points.
Canada won the game 2-1 last Thursday. New Zealand was not awarded the competition points and was in last place in Group A ahead of its match against France on Wednesday.
In its second game, Canada stunned France in another comeback 2-1 win sealed by scoring in the 12th minute of stoppage time Sunday.

    


FIFA judge Eggleston wrote that the Canadian soccer delegation's responsibility for spying is "heightened in this case considering that it is the reigning champion."
Canadian officials and coaches, he said, "must set the ethical tone for the team."
Eggleston insisted FIFA should get details of the now-launched Canadian investigation to "decide whether further action by the FIFA bodies is necessary and appropriate."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Israeli soldiers gather at the gate to the Sde Teiman military base, as people protest in support of soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The U.N. human rights office issued a report Wednesday saying Palestinians detained by Israeli authorities since the Oct. 7 attacks faced waterboarding, sleep deprivation, electric shocks, dogs set on them, and other forms of torture and mistreatment.
The report said Israel's prison service held more than 9,400 "security detainees" as of the end of June, and some have been held in secret without access to lawyers or respect for their legal rights.
A summary of the report, based on interviews with former detainees and other sources, decried a "staggering" number of detainees -- including men, women, children, journalists and human rights defenders -- and said such practices raise concerns about arbitrary detention.
"The testimonies gathered by my office and other entities indicate a range of appalling acts, such as waterboarding and the release of dogs on detainees, amongst other acts, in flagrant violation of international human rights law and international humanitarian law," said U.N. Human Rights Chief Volker Turk in a statement.

    


Findings in the report, one of the most extensive of its kind, could be used by International Criminal Court prosecutors who are looking into crimes committed in connection with Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks and Israel's blistering ongoing military campaign in Gaza.




In May, the ICC's chief prosecutor sought arrest warrants for leaders of Israel and Hamas, including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, over war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Gaza Strip and Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authors of the report said its content was shared with the Israeli government. 
In response, the Israeli military said that abuse of detainees was illegal and against military orders. It said since the war began there have been cases where correctional staff have been dismissed for violating military rules in their treatment of detainees. Investigations are launched into all detainee deaths in custody, it said. 

    


Israel's prison services did not respond to an Associated Press request for comment. 
Israel's prison authorities previously told the AP that all Palestinian prisoners are treated according to Israeli law. However, Israel's Ministry of National Security, the body in charge of prisons, says it has actively made conditions worse and purposefully overcrowded cells for Palestinians held on security charges since the war broke out as a policy of deterrence.
The ministry is headed by ultranationalist minister Itamar Ben Gvir, who has long called for harsher punishment, including the death penalty, for Palestinians held on terror charges.
The report also said detainees were taken from Gaza, Israel and the West Bank, and says Israel has not provided information regarding the fate or whereabouts of many, adding that the International Committee of the Red Cross has been denied access to facilities where they are held.
"Detainees said they were held in cage-like facilities, stripped naked for prolonged periods, wearing only diapers. Their testimonies told of prolonged blindfolding, deprivation of food, sleep and water, and being subjected to electric shocks and being burnt with cigarettes," a summary of the report said.

    


"Some detainees said dogs were released on them, and others said they were subjected to waterboarding, or that their hands were tied and they were suspended from the ceiling," it added. "Some women and men also spoke of sexual and gender-based violence."
The report said the Palestinian Authority, which administers parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, had also "continued to carry out arbitrary detention and torture or other ill-treatment in the West Bank, reportedly principally to suppress criticism and political opposition." 
In New York, when asked at a news briefing about U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres' reaction to the report, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said: "Our reaction is one of shock and one of horror in seeing these reports," adding that it's "critical that there be accountability for those responsible."

    


On Wednesday, an Israeli military court extended the detention of eight out of nine soldiers being held over what a defense lawyer said were allegations of sexual abuse of a Palestinian at Sde Teiman -- a shadowy facility where Israel has held prisoners from Gaza during the war. The soldiers' detention triggered angry protests by supporters demanding their release.
The war in Gaza erupted after Hamas ' surprise attack on southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people that day and taking 250 others hostage. Israel's retaliatory operation has obliterated entire neighborhoods in Gaza and forced some 80% of the population to flee their homes. Over 39,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to Gaza's Health Ministry which doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count.
___
Associated Press writers Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, and Jennifer Peltz at the United Nations in New York contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Students work on a laptop computer at Stonewall Elementary in Lexington, Ky., Feb. 6, 2023. A bill aiming to protect kids from the harms of social media, gaming sites and other online platforms appears to have enough bipartisan support to pass, though whether it actually will remains uncertain. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn., speaks during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in Washington, Jan. 24, 2023. Blackburn and Senator Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., introduced the Kids Online Safety Act, a bill aiming to protect kids from the harms of social media, gaming sites and other online platforms. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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                                        The last time Congress passed a law to protect children on the internet was in 1998 -- before Facebook, before the iPhone and long before today's oldest teenagers were born. Now, a bill aiming to protect kids from the harms of social media, gaming sites and other online platforms has passed in the Senate with overwhelming support. Its fate is less certain in the House, but President Biden has indicated he would sign it if it passes. 
Proponents of the Kids Online Safety Act include parents' groups and children's advocacy organizations as well as companies like Microsoft, X and Snap. They say the it is a necessary first step in regulating tech companies and requiring them to protect children from dangerous online content and take responsibility for the harm their platforms can cause. 
Opponents, however, fear KOSA would violate the First Amendment and harm vulnerable kids who wouldn't be able to access information on LGBTQ issues or reproductive rights -- although the bill has been revised to address many of those concerns, and major LGBTQ groups have dropped their opposition to the legislation. 

    


Here is what to know about KOSA and the likelihood of it going into effect.




What does KOSA do? 
KOSA would create a "duty of care" -- a legal term that requires companies to take reasonable steps to prevent harm -- for online platforms minors will likely use. 
They would have to "prevent and mitigate" harms to children, including bullying and violence, the promotion of suicide, eating disorders, substance abuse, sexual exploitation and advertisements for illegal products such as narcotics, tobacco or alcohol.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Social media platforms would also have to provide minors with options to protect their information, disable addictive product features, and opt out of personalized algorithmic recommendations. They would also be required to limit other users from communicating with children and limit features that "increase, sustain, or extend the use" of the platform -- such as autoplay for videos or platform rewards. In general, online platforms would have to default to the safest settings possible for accounts it believes belong to minors. 

    


"So many of the harms that young people experience online and on social media are the result of deliberate design choices that these companies make," said Josh Golin, executive director of Fairplay, a nonprofit working to insulate children from commercialization, marketing and harms from Big Tech. 
How would it be enforced?
An earlier version of the bill empowered state attorneys general to enforce KOSA's "duty of care" provision but after concerns from LGBTQ groups and others who worried they could use this to censor information about LGBTQ or reproductive issues. In the updated version, state attorneys general can still enforce other provisions but not the "duty of care" standard. 
Broader enforcement would fall to the Federal Trade Commission, which would have oversight over what types of content is "harmful" to children.
Who supports it?
KOSA is supported a broad range of nonprofits, tech accountability and parent groups and pediatricians such as the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Federation of Teachers, Common Sense Media, Fairplay, The Real Facebook Oversight Board and the NAACP. Some prominent tech companies, including Microsoft, X and Snap, have also signed on. 

    


ParentsSOS, a group of some 20 parents who have lost children to harm caused by social media, has also been campaigning for the bill's passage. One of those parents is Julianna Arnold, whose 17-year-old daughter died in 2022 after purchasing tainted drugs through Instagram. 
"We should not bear the entire responsibility of keeping our children safe online," she said. "Every other industry has been regulated. And I'm sure you've heard this all the time. From toys to movies to music to, cars to everything. We have regulations in place to keep our children safe. And this, this is a product that they have created and distributed and yet over all these years, since the '90s, there hasn't been any legislation regulating the industry." 

    


KOSA was introduced in 2022 by Senators Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., and Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn.
Who opposes it? 
The ACLU, the Electronic Frontier Foundation and other groups supporting free speech are concerned it would violate the First Amendment. Even with the revisions that stripped state attorneys general from enforcing its duty of care provision, EFF calls it a "dangerous and unconstitutional censorship bill that would empower state officials to target services and online content they do not like." 
Kate Ruane, director of the Free Expression Project at the nonprofit Center for Democracy and Technology, said she remains concerned that the bill's care of duty provision can be "misused by politically motivated actors to target marginalized communities like the LGBTQ population and just politically divisive information generally," to try to suppress information because someone believes it is harmful to kids' mental health.

    


She added that while these worries remain, there has been progress in reducing concerns.
The bigger issue, though, she added, is that platforms don't want to get sued for showing minors content that could be "politically divisive," so to make sure this doesn't happen they could suppress such topics -- about abortion or transgender healthcare or even the wars in Gaza or Ukraine.
NetChoice, a tech industry group whose members include Meta, Google and X among others, also opposes KOSA -- and has four injunctions against similar state laws.
Last year, for instance, after NetChoice's challenge, a federal judge has halted implementation of a California law that would require businesses to report to the state on any product or service they offer on the internet that is likely to be accessed by minors and provide plans to reduce any harms children might suffer. It also would ban businesses from collecting certain types of data from young users. 
"The State has no right to enforce obligations that would essentially press private companies into service as government censors," U.S. District Judge Beth Labson Freeman wrote in her ruling last September.
While Congress has "good intentions" wanting to protect kids from online harms, KOSA "fails to meet basic constitutional principles and fails parents because it won't make a single child safer online or address their concerns," said Carl Szabo, NetChoice's vice president and general counsel. "Taking away parents' and guardians' authority and choice, while forcing them to give up their and their children's personal information to access and engage in free speech, is both dangerous and a violation of their rights." 
What happens next? 
House Speaker Mike Johnson has been non-committal about whether he will bring the bill up in the House, but has said that he is committed to trying to find consensus. If the House does pass the bill before the congressional session ends in January, President Biden has strongly indicated he will sign it.
In a statement Tuesday encouraging the House to pass the legislation, Biden said that "we need action by Congress to protect our kids online and hold Big Tech accountable for the national experiment they are running on our children for profit."
--
Associated Press Writer Mary Clare Jalonick contributed to this story from Washington D.C.
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                    Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard said early Wednesday, and Hamas blamed Israel for the attack. Haniyeh was in Tehran to attend Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian's swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday.


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    9
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            FILE - Ismail Haniyeh, leader of the Palestinian militant group Hamas, speaks to journalists after his meeting with Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, in Beirut, Lebanon, June 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar, File)
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            In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, President Masoud Pezeshkian, right, meets Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, at the President's office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh arrives at the Iranian parliament to attend the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            In this photo released by the Iranian Presidency Office, President Masoud Pezeshkian, right, shakes hands with Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh at the start of their meeting at the President's office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (Iranian Presidency Office via AP)
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            Palestinian Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh, center, flashes a victory sign as he is surrounded by a group of Iranian lawmakers after the conclusion of the swearing-in ceremony of newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian at the parliament in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE - Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh speaks during a press briefing after his meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian in Tehran, Iran, March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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    As it happened: Replay AP's coverage of the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.


    


BEIRUT (AP) -- Ismail Haniyeh was the international face of Hamas, its top leader in exile who kept up the militant group's ties with allies around the region. At the head of its political hierarchy, he had little military role - but Israel marked him for death after the surprise Oct. 7 attacks.
The 62-year-old Haniyeh was killed in an airstrike Wednesday during a visit to one of Hamas' most crucial allies, Iran, after attending the inauguration of its new president. Iran and Hamas both accused Israel, which has not commented on the strike.
The assassination would make him the highest-level Hamas official killed by Israel since the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks, when militants killed 1,200 people and took about 250 hostages. The Israel-Hamas war that followed has become the deadliest and longest in the Arab-Israeli conflict. More than 39,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to health officials in Gaza.

    


Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political bureau, had been in self-imposed exile from Gaza since 2019 and was often seen as a relative moderate in the group. He was one of the few Hamas leaders who said the group, while it rejects recognizing Israel, doesn't oppose a two-state solution. Based in Qatar and often moving around the region, he didn't have a direct hand in the group's military wing, known as the Qassam Brigades, but often coordinated between it and political branches.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is not known what he knew about the military wing's plan to break out of tightly closed Gaza and attack surrounding communities in southern Israel. The plan was masterminded inside Gaza, likely by Hamas' leader on the ground Yahya Sinwar and the head of the military wing Mohammed Deif. A Hamas official told the AP only a handful of its commanders on the ground knew about the "zero hour."




But after the carnage caught Israeli military and intelligence by surprise, Haniyeh embraced the attack, praising it as a humiliating blow to Israel's aura of invincibility. Within hours, he appeared in a video leading prayers with other Hamas officials thanking God for the attack's success.

    


"The Al-Aqsa flood was an earthquake that struck the heart of the Zionist entity and has made major changes at the world level," Haniyeh said in a speech in Iran during the funeral of late Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi in May. "Al-Aqsa flood" was Hamas' code name for the Oct. 7 attack.
"We will continue the resistance against this enemy until we liberate our land, all our land," Haniyeh said.
Michael Milshtein, a Hamas expert at Tel Aviv University, said Haniyeh had a commanding role in the group's foreign policy and diplomacy, but was less involved in military affairs.
"He was responsible for propaganda, for diplomatic relations, but he was not very powerful," said Milshtein, a former military intelligence officer. "From time to time, Sinwar even laughed and joked: 'He's the more moderate, sophisticated leader, but he doesn't understand anything about warfare.'"
Still, Israel pledged to kill all of Hamas' leaders after the attacks, and Haniyeh was high on its list.

    


Haniyeh was also under the eye of the International Criminal Court, whose chief prosecutor sought arrest warrants against him, Sinwar and Deif for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Similar requests were issued for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant. Since 2018, the U.S. had designated Haniyeh as a terrorist, saying he was closely linked to Hamas' military wing.
The threats did not prevent Haniyeh from traveling. He visited Turkey and Iran throughout the war. From Doha, he participated in the negotiations meant to bring about a cease-fire and free the hostages.
Israel's retaliation cost him his closest relatives. Strikes in April and last month killed three of his sons, four of his grandchildren and one of his sisters. Haniyeh said Israel was acting in "the spirit of revenge and murder."
Haniyeh was born in Gaza's urban Shati refugee camp to parents who were forced out of the town of Majdal - now the city of Ashkelon in Israel - during the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. Five years after his birth, Israel captured Gaza in the 1967 war, and he grew up under its occupation of the strip.

    


He joined Hamas when it was founded in 1987 as the "Intifada," or first major mass Palestinian uprising against Israel's rule, erupted. He served as an aide to Ahmad Yassin, the group's founder, as the group broke from other groups and began conducting armed attacks on Israeli troops in the occupied territories.
Haniyeh was detained by Israeli troops in 1989 for Hamas membership and spent three years in prison. In 1992, he was deported to Lebanon with a group of top Hamas officials and founders. He later returned to the Gaza Strip following the 1993 interim peace accords, which were signed between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization.

    


That year, Hamas turned to a campaign of suicide bombings against civilians in Israel aimed at thwarting the accords -- which now have been stagnant for years.
After Israel's unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, Hamas won Palestinian legislative elections in the following year, and Haniyeh was named prime minister in the Palestinian government. Deeply religious and versed in Arabic literature from his university studies, he was known for his flowery rhetoric in his speeches.
But frictions between Hamas and Fatah, the main faction behind the Palestinian Authority, quickly erupted into fighting. Hamas drove the PA out of Gaza and seized power there in 2007 causing a split that has endured since.
While the PA ruled in enclaves of the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Haniyeh became prime minister in Gaza. That made him the lead man in Hamas's first effort at governing, as it clamped down control. Conditions and poverty worsened under an Israel-Egyptian blockade.
Eventually, he was named Hamas' top political leader, replacing Khaled Mashaal in 2017, and soon after went into exile.
Hani Masri, a veteran Palestinian analyst who met Haniyeh several times, said Haniyeh's personality was a natural fit for his political role in Doha. He described him as sociable and well-spoken.
Still, some Palestinians in Gaza resented Haniyeh's distance from their woes inside the beleaguered territory. Israel often seized on that, portraying him and other Hamas leaders as living in luxury in Doha hotels while Palestinians suffer.
Iranian media on Wednesday quoted a past speech by Haniyeh in which he said the Palestinian cause has "costs."
"We are ready for these costs: martyrdom for the sake of Palestine, and for the sake of God Almighty, and for the sake of the dignity of this nation."
___
Associated Press writers Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel, contributed to this report.
___
This article corrects Haniyeh's age when he died. He was 62.
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                    The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, blamed on Israel, has shocked Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, with many expressing concern and anger over his killing. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinians in Gaza react to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh

        
        
            The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, blamed on Israel, has shocked Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, with many expressing concern and anger over his killing. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Palestinians in Gaza react to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, blamed on Israel, has shocked Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, with many expressing concern and anger over his killing. (AP video: Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Who is Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader assassinated in airstrike

        
        
            Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas' top leader in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital Theran early Wednesday. (Production by Luke Garratt)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Who is Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader assassinated in airstrike
Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas' top leader in exile who landed on Israel's hit list after the militant group staged its surprise Oct. 7 attacks, was killed in an airstrike in the Iranian capital Theran early Wednesday. (Production by Luke Garratt)
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            Reaction from Ramallah, West Bank to killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh

        
        
            Palestinian political factions in the West Bank called for strikes after the death of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. Palestinians on the streets reacted to the news Wednesday after Haniyeh was killed by an airstrike in Tehran. (AP video: Imad Isseid)
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Palestinian political factions in the West Bank called for strikes after the death of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh. Palestinians on the streets reacted to the news Wednesday after Haniyeh was killed by an airstrike in Tehran. (AP video: Imad Isseid)



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    3
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh claps as newly-elected Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks while deputy leader of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah, Sheikh Naim Kassem, left, sits during the swearing-in ceremony of Pezeshkian at the Iranian parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            FILE - Khaled Mashaal, at the time, leader of the militant group Hamas, that has governed Gaza since a 2007 takeover, speaks during a speech held in Doha, Qatar, on Aug. 28, 2014. (AP Photo/Osama Faisal, File)
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            FILE - Khalil al-Hayya, a high-ranking Hamas official who has represented the Palestinian militant group in negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage exchange deal, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, in Istanbul, Turkey, on April 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra, File)
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    As it happened: Replay AP's coverage of the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.


    


BEIRUT (AP) -- The militant  Palestinian group Hamas has a history of swift and smooth replacement of fallen leaders killed in Israeli airstrikes. 
Ismail Haniyeh's assassination in the Iranian capital early Wednesday comes at a time when Hamas is under extreme pressure since the war in Gaza started nearly 10 months ago following the group's attack on southern Israel. 
"We are not discussing this matter now," a Hamas official told The Associated Press, on condition of anonymity in line with regulations, when asked about the process to replace Haniyeh. 
Haniyeh headed the group's political bureau until his death. His deputy was Saleh Arouri, who was killed in an Israeli strike in Beirut in January and would have been the automatic replacement. Arouri's post has remained empty since his death. 
The group's Shura council, the main consultative body, is now expected to meet soon, likely after Haniyeh's funeral in Qatar, to name a new successor. The council's membership is kept secret but represents regional chapters of the group in Gaza, the West Bank and diaspora and those imprisoned. 

    


A full leadership meeting may be complicated by their inability to convene. Many of the group's nearly 60 members are in Gaza. 




Hani al-Masri, an expert on Palestinian organizations, said a consensus candidate may be named before the Shura is able to convene, with a formal election to be held by the council later. The elections were already delayed this year because of the war. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of Haniyeh's deputies was Zaher Jabarin, who has been described as the group's chief executive officer because of the important role he plays in managing the group's finances, and with that, his good offices with Iran and other backers. 
A-Masri said the choice is now likely between Khaled Mashaal, another Haniyeh deputy and a former leader of the group, and Khalil al-Hayya, a powerful figure within Hamas who was close to Haniyeh.

    


"It will not be easy," said al-Masri, who also heads the Palestinian Center for Policy and Research and Strategic Studies.
Hamas' new political leader will have to decide on whether to continue the military option, and become essentially a guerrilla and underground group, or choose a leader that can offer political compromises -- an unlikely option at this stage.
The role of the group's leader is also important in maintaining relations and support from Hamas' allies outside the Palestinian territories. Equally important is the backing of regional allies of the next leader.
Mashaal has political and diplomatic experience, but his relations with Iran, Syria and Hezbollah have soured over his support for Arab protests in 2011. When he was in Lebanon in 2021, Hezbollah leaders reportedly refused to meet with him. 
But Mashaal has good relations with Turkey and Qatar, where the group is based, and is considered a more moderate figure who headed the group until 2017. Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas called him on Saturday to offer his condolences for the killing of Haniyeh.
Yahya Sinwar, the powerful Hamas figu re leading the war in Gaza, is at the opposite end of that spectrum and is unlikely to support Mashaal's leadership. 

    


Al-Hayya, who is Sinwar's deputy, is a prominent leader living originally in Gaza, with important international connections and good relations with the military wing as well as with Iran, Qatar, Egypt and Turkey. He was the first leader to speak after the attack on Haniyeh. 
He said the killing of Haniyeh proves that "our options (with Israel) is blood and resistance," not talks or negotiations. 
"As much as it pains us the killing of Haniyeh, we reassure the nation, our option in Hamas and resistance is continuing with a clear strategy...that doesn't deviate with the martyrdom of a leader or 10," al-Hayya said, speaking from Tehran. Jabarin was standing next to him. 
After years of cold relations with the Iran-led "axis of resistance" over Hamas's backing of the opposition against Syrian President Bashar Assad during Syria's conflict that began in March 2011, Hamas began mending its relations with Iran and reconciled with Assad.

    


Al-Hayya headed a delegation that went to  Syria in 2022 and met Assad. 
"He is like Haniyeh, who was balanced and flexible and both sides didn't see his leadership as problematic," al-Masri said. 
A third possible contender, said al-Masri, is Nizar Abu Ramadan, who had challenged Sinwar for the role of Gaza chief, and is considered close to Mashaal. Moussa Abu Marzouk, Mashaal's deputy, is another potential candidate.
With cease-fire talks faltering, Israel's strategy so far appeared to have left the group with few options now: surrender or continue war. 
Hugh Lovatt, an expert on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with the European Council on Foreign Relations, said Haniyeh's killing and the faltered cease-fire talks are likely to "strengthen hardliners within the movement and further shift Hamas toward hardline strategies and away from diplomacy and politics."

    


But it is not down to Sinwar alone to back the successor, said Lovatt. It is more about internal consensus-making between the Gaza leadership and those abroad. 
Qatar, which has been hosting Hamas leadership and is a key mediator in the negotiations for a cease-fire, could play the role of arbiter in naming a successor in case of a lack of internal or regional consensus.
The war in Gaza started on Oct.7 after the Hamas attack that killed some 1,200 people. The group also took 250 others hostage. 
Israel's retaliatory operation has obliterated entire neighborhoods in Gaza and forced most of the population to flee their homes. Over 39,000 Palestinians have been killed, according to Gaza's Health Ministry which doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count. The war has also weakened Hamas' role in Gaza, and possibly in choosing the group's future leader.
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About 8 in 10 Democrats are satisfied with Harris in stark shift after Biden drops out: AP-NORC poll

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new poll from the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that about 8 in 10 Democrats say they would be very or somewhat satisfied with Kamala Harris as the party's nominee. However, Americans still see a tough contest for president looming
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the American Federation of Teachers' 88th national convention, July 25, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, file)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris appears to have energized Democrats in the early days of her candidacy, with the surge in warm feelings extending across multiple groups, including some key Democratic constituencies that had been especially tepid about President Joe Biden, a new poll shows.
About 8 in 10 Democrats say they would be somewhat or very satisfied if Harris became the Democratic nominee for president, according to the survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, which was conducted after Biden withdrew from the race.
In a separate AP-NORC poll, taken before Biden dropped out but after his debate against Republican former President Donald Trump, only about 4 in 10 Democrats said they were somewhat or very satisfied that he was the Democratic Party's likely nominee for president.

    


The rapidly changing views among Democrats in such a short time span underscore how swiftly the party -- from rank-and-file voters to elected officials -- has coalesced behind Harris as its standard-bearer, motivated by the fresh face at the top of the ticket and newfound confidence in the party's prospects against Trump in November. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Gary Hines, a Democrat from Philadelphia, said he wasn't particularly impressed by Harris' first presidential bid but now, she's shown "she's up to the task, can do the work, has proven that she's running a strong campaign so far and maybe on a bigger level, she's somebody that can beat Donald Trump." All those factors have ignited an enthusiasm in Hines that wasn't there when Biden was still in the race, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I really want to go out and maybe knock on doors, which I would've never done," said Hines, 68. "It's jazzed me up quite a bit." 
Americans are also more likely to say that Harris would make a good president than they were earlier in July, a shift that was primarily driven by Democrats. They still see a tough contest looming, though: A majority of U.S. adults, 56%, say that if Trump and Harris are their parties' nominees for the general election in November, Trump is more likely to win.

    


Lauren Schulman, a Democrat from Pompano Beach, Florida, said she admires Biden and what he has accomplished during his presidency. But she said with him at the top of the ticket, "I have just been so terrified that we were going to lose."
With Harris, on the other hand, "she's been a bright, shining star," said Schulman, 66, noting that the vice president is "smart and she's younger, and she even comes off younger than she is. That makes such a huge contrast with Trump."
Growing enthusiasm for Harris -- especially compared to Biden

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


About 7 in 10 Black adults and about half of Hispanic adults would be satisfied with Harris as the Democratic nominee -- a marked increase from earlier in July, when about half of Black adults and 15% of Hispanic adults felt satisfied with Biden as the Democrats' expected nominee. (The poll did not include enough Asian adults to analyze their responses separately.)
The share of younger adults (those under the age of 45) who say they would be satisfied with Harris as the nominee, at around 4 in 10, is higher than the 17% who said they were satisfied with Biden in July. 

    


Bryan Seigler, a Democrat from Raleigh, North Carolina, praised Harris' "broad appeal" and pointed to a contrast that Democrats weren't able to make before. 
"Donald Trump is the old guy now," said Seigler, 36.
The new poll shows that Harris' overall favorability has risen slightly, from 39% at the beginning of the summer -- before the debate -- to 46% now. Democrats' opinions of Harris have also shifted in a slightly more positive direction. Eight in 10 Democrats have a positive view of Harris, up slightly from around 7 in 10 in early June.
Harris would be a historic candidate -- she would be the first woman to win the presidency, as well as the first Black woman, the first South Asian American, and the first Asian American. Around 4 in 10 Americans say that it would be a good thing for the country to elect either a woman or a person of color to be president. Even more -- about 6 in 10 when asked about electing a person of color and about half when asked about electing a woman -- say it does not matter. 

    


Majorities of Democrats, however, say it would be good for the country to elect a woman or person of color.
Views of Biden's decision
Most Americans, 54%, say they have heard or read a lot about Biden's decision to withdraw from the 2024 presidential race. About three-quarters of Americans approve of his decision to withdraw as the Democratic nominee for president, including most Democrats and Republicans.
For many Democrats, Biden's catastrophic June 27 debate showed that -- even if they were largely satisfied with his accomplishments during his time in office -- the incumbent president should not be running for a second term because of concerns about how his age was affecting his public performance or his ability to campaign effectively against Trump.

    


"When I watched the debate, you could just tell his cognitive ability was hardly there," said Julian Castaneda, a Democrat in Pocatello, Idaho. "He had a hard time forming sentences and a lot of his responses, I couldn't even understand what he was saying. At his age right now, it was appropriate for him to stand aside." 
Biden's choice to endorse Harris as the Democratic nominee for president is slightly more divisive, with about half of U.S. adults in support, though Democrats overwhelmingly approve. There are similar levels of support for Biden's decision to serve out the rest of his presidential term.
Withdrawing from the race didn't do much to change Americans' views of Biden overall. About 4 in 10 Americans approve of how Biden is handling his job as president. That number is roughly in line with where it has been for the last two years. Biden's favorability ratings are similar to where they were before he dropped out of the race, with about 4 in 10 adults and about three-quarters of Democrats holding a positive view.
Americans see a tough election contest for Harris
Even as the new Harris campaign has reasons for optimism, the vice president faces an opponent who is better known by the country and who has a reputation for a loyal base of support.
Most Americans perceive Trump as having the advantage going into the November election. A majority of U.S. adults say that if Trump and Harris are the candidates, Trump is more likely to win. About 9 in 10 Republicans say Trump is more likely to become president, while only about 7 in 10 Democrats say that about Harris.
Schulman thinks Harris is more likely to win this fall. Still, she added: "Democrats, we're like a real, nervous, paranoid bunch these days."
___
The poll of 1,143 adults was conducted July 25-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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            Guatemala's Adriana Oliva Ruano, center gets emotional after winning the gold medal in the Trap women's final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            Guatemala's Adriana Oliva Ruano celebrates after winning the gold medal in the Trap women's final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            Guatemala's Adriana Oliva Ruano competes in the Trap women's final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            Guatemala's Adriana Oliva Ruano ejects an empty cartridge as she competes in the Trap women's final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            Guatemala athlete Adriana Olive Ruano leaves after completing Trap women qualification round, in Chateauroux, France, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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            Guatemala's fans cheer for Adriana Oliva Ruano at the Trap women's final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. Guatemala's Adriana Oliva Ruano won the gold medal in the event. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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                                        CHATEAUROUX, France (AP) -- A spinal injury ended Adriana Ruano's chances of competing at the Olympics as a gymnast. She came back as a shooter and won Guatemala's first gold medal on Wednesday.
Ruano was training for the 2011 world championships in gymnastics, a qualifier for the London Olympics the following year, when she felt pain in her back. 
Scans showed she had six damaged vertebrae -- a career-ending injury at age 16 -- and she spent a year recovering, wearing a brace. Ruano's doctor recommended she take up shooting if she wanted to stay in sports without aggravating her injured back.
"When I had my injury, I didn't have anything. I started to get desperate, and I was frustrated. Then the door opened for me with this sport," Ruano said.
More than a decade after Ruano swapped the balance beam and vault for a shotgun, her doctor's advice paid off Wednesday when she won the women's trap with an Olympic-record score of 45 out of 50.

    


Ruano closed her eyes and took a deep breath before hitting her 43rd target to make sure Italian silver medalist Silvana Stanco couldn't catch her for the gold. She missed her next two shots after that, but it didn't matter.




It was a stint volunteering at the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro that put her on the path back to elite-level sports.
"I said to myself, 'If I can't be there as an athlete, maybe I can be there as a volunteer', so I applied," she said. "They put me on shooting, and I was able to watch my teammates. I could see the competition, and that was the moment that inspired me to think, 'OK, maybe if not in gymnastics, I can do it in shooting.'"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ruano placed 26th at the last Olympics in Tokyo, shortly after her father had died.
Coming into Paris, though, she was the defending Pan-American Games champion.
Now she has given her country an Olympic gold medal, a day after Jean Pierre Brol won bronze in the men's trap to claim Guatemala's first medal since race walker Erick Barrondo's silver at the 2012 London Olympics.
Stanco won the silver on 40 and Australia's Penny Smith took the bronze. 
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy are likely to see themselves transported to Albania from next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf. Sending asylum-seekers to non-EU countries to process their claims has been a controversial issue in Europe with human rights groups saying the deal compromises the safety of refugees. (AP video shot by Erion Xhabafti/Paolo Santalucia, roduction by Trisha Thomas)


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    6
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            People gather on the beach as a migrant center is seen in the foreground in the port of Shengjin, northwest Albania, Thursday, July 25, 2024. Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy are likely to see themselves transported to Albania from next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A migrant center is seen from above in the port of Shengjin, northwest Albania, Thursday, July 25, 2024. Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy are likely to see themselves transported to Albania from next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A migrant center, right, is seen from above in the port of Shengjin, northwest Albania, Thursday, July 25, 2024. Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy are likely to see themselves transported to Albania from next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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            A migrant center is seen from above in Gjader, northwest Albania, Thursday, July 25, 2024. Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy are likely to see themselves transported to Albania from next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf. (AP Photo/Vlasov Sulaj)
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                                        GJADER, Albania (AP) -- Migrants rescued at sea while attempting to reach Italy may see themselves transported to Albania beginning next month while their asylum claims are processed, under a controversial deal in which the small Balkan country will host thousands of asylum-seekers on Italy's behalf.
Speaking during a visit to Albania in June, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni said the two centers designed to shelter the migrants would be ready to host the first 1,000 people by Aug. 1. But with that day at hand, intensive construction was still underway in one of them, casting doubt on whether it will be entirely ready in time. Neither Italy nor Albania has indicated when the first migrants are likely to arrive.
The five-year deal, signed by Meloni and her Albanian counterpart, Edi Rama last November, provides for the sheltering of up to 3,000 migrants picked up by the Italian coast guard in international waters each month. They will be screened initially on board the ships that have rescued them, before being sent to Albania for additional screening.

    


The centers will house only adult men, Italy's ambassador to Albania, Fabrizio Bucci, told The Associated Press. People deemed to be vulnerable -- women, children, the elderly and those who are ill or victims of torture -- will be accommodated in Italy. Families will also not be separated, the ambassador said. 




Those who are sent to Albania will retain their right under international and European Union law to apply for asylum in Italy and have their claims processed there, but their movement in and out of the centers in Albania will be restricted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With each claim taking around a month to process, the number of people sent to Albania could reach 36,000 in a year. Italy has agreed to welcome those who are granted asylum. Those whose applications are rejected face deportation directly from Albania, the ambassador said.

    


Endorsed by European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen as an example of "out-of-box thinking" on tackling the issue of migration into the European Union, the deal has been slammed by human rights groups as setting a dangerous precedent.
"The International Rescue Committee (IRC) highlights the risks associated with the scheme and urges the EU and its member states not to use this dangerous model as a blueprint for their own approaches to asylum and migration," the humanitarian organization said in a July 23 statement. Earlier this year, the IRC had described the deal as "costly, cruel and counterproductive."
It is not the first time a country has sought to outsource the housing of asylum-seekers. New British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has scrapped the former Conservative government's much-criticized plan to send some migrants to Rwanda to process their asylum claims. New Home Secretary Yvette Copper said the cost of 700 million pounds ($904 million) for the plan was the "most shocking waste of taxpayer money I have ever seen."
The two centers in Albania will cost Italy 670 million euros ($730 million) over five years. The facilities will be fully run by Italy and both centers are under Italian jurisdiction, while Albanian guards will provide external security.

    


One of the centers, in the port of Shengjin on Albania's Adriatic coast, has been ready for more than a month. But the other, about 24 kilometers (15 miles) to its east near a former military airport in Gjader, was still far from being finished with just a week to go before its scheduled opening date.
Bucci, the Italian ambassador, said the first delay came due to the crumbling soil at the Gjader camp site, which needed intervention to consolidate it. Also the heat wave in July forced authorities to impose a break during the hottest hours of the day.
"Our main concern is, and will remain, the absolute safety and protection of the workers on the site and, eventually, of the migrants that will be hosted in Gjader," Bucci said.
The Associated Press was not allowed access to the camp, but evidence of intensive construction was clear, with two excavators and a tall crane working furiously, digging to prepare for the installation of a perimeter fence around the roughly 50-acre (20-hectare) site and moving huge pipes. 

    


Container buildings that will provide housing for the camp residents were already installed, but piles of panels and frames to build further housing units lay at the main entrance.
The head of the nearby village of Gjader and local residents said work at the center was far from complete.
Away from the controversy sparked by the deal elsewhere, residents of the low-income village -- a source of emigration itself -- said they appreciated the center being built in their area. With few local job opportunities, more than two-thirds of Gjader's population has emigrated to other European countries over the past 30 years, and some locals said they felt an affinity with the prospective residents of the migrant center.

    


"Honoring those in need will make us more in number, despite their race, language or nation," said Bib Lazri, a 70-year-old Gjader resident.
The center is also bringing an economic boom to the impoverished rural area.
"The people have seen their life improved. They are looking to get employed. There is movement and vivacity," said village head Sander Preka. "People are very happy." His own shop, he said, had seen 30% higher turnover in the past month, while some locals have rented their homes to migrant center employees and others have found work at the center. 
In Shengjin, a 4,000-square-meter (43,000-square-foot) area contains housing units and offices at the port, surrounded by a five-meter (16-foot) high metal fence topped with barbed wire. A sign reads: "Security Level 1." Journalists were not allowed access. 
Meloni and her right-wing allies have long demanded European countries share more of the migration burden. She has held up the Albania agreement as an innovative solution to a problem that has vexed the EU for years.
___
Associated Press writer Paolo Santalucia in Rome contributed to this report.
___
Llazar Semini on X: https://x.com/lsemini
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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Rescuers search through mud and debris as deaths rise to 166 in landslides in southern India

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hundreds of rescue workers searched through mud and debris Wednesday from multiple landslides that have killed at least 151 people in southern India, police said. The multiple landslides occurred after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and villages. (AP Video by Rishi Lekhi)
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            Landslides in Kerala, India, kill at least 151 as search efforts continue

        
        
            Hundreds of rescue workers searched through mud and debris Wednesday from multiple landslides that have killed at least 151 people in southern India, police said. The multiple landslides occurred after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and villages. (AP Video by Rishi Lekhi)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Landslides in Kerala, India, kill at least 151 as search efforts continue
Hundreds of rescue workers searched through mud and debris Wednesday from multiple landslides that have killed at least 151 people in southern India, police said. The multiple landslides occurred after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and villages. (AP Video by Rishi Lekhi)
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            Rescuers search for survivors after deadly southern India landslides with water torrents still flowing

        
        
            Multiple landslides triggered by torrential rains in southern India have killed 49 people, and many others are feared trapped under the debris, officials said Tuesday, with rescue operations being hampered by bad weather.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Rescuers search for survivors after deadly southern India landslides with water torrents still flowing
Multiple landslides triggered by torrential rains in southern India have killed 49 people, and many others are feared trapped under the debris, officials said Tuesday, with rescue operations being hampered by bad weather.
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            Aerial footage shows rescue workers and damage caused by landslides in Kerala, India

        
        
            Hundreds of rescue workers searched through mud and debris Wednesday from multiple landslides that have killed at least 151 people in southern India, police said. The multiple landslides occurred after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and village (AP video by Rishi Lekhi)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Aerial footage shows rescue workers and damage caused by landslides in Kerala, India
Hundreds of rescue workers searched through mud and debris Wednesday from multiple landslides that have killed at least 151 people in southern India, police said. The multiple landslides occurred after torrential rains triggered torrents of mud and water that swept through tea estates and village (AP video by Rishi Lekhi)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides cross a river at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 32

                                    
                                    Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides cross a river at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 32 | 
            A rescuer consoles a man who lost his home following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers use machinery to sift through debris as a medical team arrives in an ambulance on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides wait to cross a river at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A rescue helicopter flies on second day of operations following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers use a temporary bridge to cross a river on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers take a food break on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers walk past a damaged building on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A car lies partially submerged in mud next to a damaged house following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A rescuer stands next to a damaged house on the second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers recover the body of a victim following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A damaged car that got washed away in Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers stand near a bridge that got washed away in Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            This photograph provided by PRO Defense Kochi shows Indian army soldiers engaged in rescue operations at landslide affected village in Wayanad in southern Kerala, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (PRO Defense Kochi via AP)
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            A damaged school building is seen behind as rescuers use machinery to clear debris following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 32

                                    
                                    A damaged school building is seen behind as rescuers use machinery to clear debris following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 32 | 
            Rescuers and others inspect the spot after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A framed photograph lies partially covered in mud at a damaged house after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. There was no immediate information available on the people in the picture. (AP Photo)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides wait to cross a river at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A rescuer walks past uprooted trees, a damaged car and other debris on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides stand next to a car that got washed away at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides cross a river at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides carry a victim's body at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                    Rescuers on their second day of mission following Tuesday's landslides carry a victim's body at Chooralmala, Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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            A damaged car lies amid debris after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Rescuers work at the spot after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A rescuer tends to a squirrel that survived after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 32

                                    
                                    A rescuer tends to a squirrel that survived after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 32 | 
            Rescuers and other stand amid debris after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Rescuers try to reach affected people after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A damaged car and a house after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This photograph provided by PRO Defense Kochi shows Indian army soldiers engaged in rescue operations at landslide affected village in Wayanad in southern Kerala, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (PRO Defense Kochi via AP)
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            Rescuers and others inspect the spot after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            This photograph provided by National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) shows rescuers arriving after a landslide in Wayanad, southern Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (NDRF via AP)
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                                    This photograph provided by National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) shows rescuers arriving after a landslide in Wayanad, southern Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (NDRF via AP)
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            Rescuers and others inspect the spot after landslides hit hilly villages in Wayanad district, Kerala state, India, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- More than a thousand rescue workers searched through mud and debris for a second day Wednesday after multiple landslides set off by torrential rains killed at least 166 people in southern India, police said.
Torrents of mud and water had swept through tea estates and villages and rescuers were pulling out people stuck under mud and debris as light to heavy rain hampered their efforts.
"This is one of the worst natural calamities Kerala state has ever witnessed," said the state's top elected official, Pinarayi Vijayan.
The landslides that hit hilly areas in Wayanad district early on Tuesday also injured 186 people, flattened houses, uprooted trees and destroyed bridges, said police officer Aijaz, who uses one name.
P.M Manoj, a spokesman for the state's top elected official, said 187 people were unaccounted for. Seventy-seven bodies have been identified so far and most of them were handed over to relatives, he added.

    


More than 5,500 people have been rescued, said Vijayan, thanks to the efforts of some 1,167 rescue workers, including fire officers and soldiers, as well as members of the coast guard and the National Disaster Response Force.




The air force was using helicopters to evacuate people to hospitals and a device to locate human presence underground was being brought in, he said. Rescuers also tried to retrieve bodies that have floated down a river, more than 100 kilometers (65 miles) away to the nearby Malappuram district, Vijayan said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Indian Army was constructing a temporary bridge after the main bridge in one of the worst-affected areas was swept away. Images from the site show rescue workers making their way through muck and floodwaters, while a land excavator was clearing the debris.
O.S. Jerry, a cardamom estate manager, said he regularly traveled through the district. "There was a lovely school over here," he said, adding that many houses were now gone.

    


Yunus, another tea estate manager, said two villages were washed away. "We have been able to find 200 people. Many others are missing," said Yunus, who also uses one name.
The first landslide hit at 2 a.m. Tuesday, followed by another two hours later. Several areas, including Meppadi, Mundakkai and Chooralmala, were isolated, and roads were washed away, Vijayan said. "Efforts to locate missing persons continue with all available resources."
Mundakka is highly prone to disasters. Gushing soil, gravel, and rock reached the town of Chooralmala, 6 kilometers (3.7 miles) away.
Manoj said more than 8,300 people have been moved to 82 government-run relief camps. The government is ensuring food delivery and essential items to the relief camps. 
Authorities sent vehicles carrying 20,000 liters of drinking water to the disaster area. Temporary hospitals are being set up, according to a Tuesday night statement.
The Press Trust of India news agency said more than 300 houses were destroyed in Mundakkai and Chooralmala.
Local media reported that most of the victims were tea estate workers. Television footage showed rescue workers making their way through mud and uprooted trees to reach those who were stranded. Vehicles swept off the roads were seen stuck in a swollen river. Local TV news channels also aired phone calls from stranded people asking for help.

    


The army was building a temporary bridge.
"We are trying every way to rescue our people," state Health Minister Veena George said.
In a post on the social media platform X, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was "distressed by the landslides in parts of Wayanad," a hilly district which is part of the Western Ghats mountain range.
"My thoughts are with all those who have lost their loved ones and prayers with those injured," Modi said. He announced compensations of 200,000 rupees ($2,388) to victims' families.
India's weather department has put Kerala on alert as the state has been lashed by incessant rains. Downpours have disrupted life for many, and authorities closed schools in some parts Tuesday. 
Kerala, one of India's most popular tourist destinations, is prone to heavy rains, flooding and landslides. Nearly 500 people were killed in the state in floods in 2018.

    


The Indian Meteorological Department said the state has had heavy rainfall over its northern and central regions, with Wayanad district recording up to 28 centimeters (11 inches) of rain on Monday and Tuesday.
"Monsoon patterns are increasingly erratic and the quantum of rainfall that we receive in a short spell of time has increased. As a result, we see frequent instances of landslides and floods along the Western Ghats," said Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate scientist at the Pune-based Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology.
Koll also said authorities should examine construction activities in the landslide areas. 
___
Associated Press writer Sheikh Saaliq and video journalist Piyush Nagpal in New Delhi contributed t this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-kerala-landslides-rains-b32045fc9bf86b7500333eeb3311cef7
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            FILE - Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers a speech at Tusvanyos Summer University, in Baile Tusnad, Harghita county, Romania, on July 27, 2024. In Hungary, Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (AP Photo/Alexandru Dobre, File)
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            Members of the media work during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. In Hungary, Prime Minister Viktor Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Independent Hungarian lawmaker Akos Hadhazy poses for a photograph next to an industrial facility which he says was improperly used EU funds and has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Journalists ask questions to Gergely Gulyas, Minister of the Prime Minister's Office enters the press room during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orban speaks to the media as he arrives to attend the European Political Community summit at Blenheim Palace in Woodstock, Oxfordshire, England, July 18, 2024. In Hungary, Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (Jacob King/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Gergely Gulyas, Minister of the Prime Minister's Office enters the press room before the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A road leads to nowhere next to an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows a reflection of a room in an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Independent Hungarian lawmaker Akos Hadhazy poses for a photograph next to an industrial facility which he says was improperly used EU funds and has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Journalists take notes during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A headphone of a cameraman is seen in the press room during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. Polarization has created "an almost Orwellian environment" in Hungarian media, where the government weaponizes control of a majority of outlets to limit Hungarians' access to information. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            FILE - Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers a speech at Tusvanyos Summer University, in Baile Tusnad, Harghita county, Romania, on July 27, 2024. In Hungary, Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (AP Photo/Alexandru Dobre, File)
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            Members of the media work during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. In Hungary, Prime Minister Viktor Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Independent Hungarian lawmaker Akos Hadhazy poses for a photograph next to an industrial facility which he says was improperly used EU funds and has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Journalists ask questions to Gergely Gulyas, Minister of the Prime Minister's Office enters the press room during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            FILE - Prime Minister of Hungary Viktor Orban speaks to the media as he arrives to attend the European Political Community summit at Blenheim Palace in Woodstock, Oxfordshire, England, July 18, 2024. In Hungary, Orban has extended his party's control over the media, directly affecting informed democratic participation. (Jacob King/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            Gergely Gulyas, Minister of the Prime Minister's Office enters the press room before the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A road leads to nowhere next to an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            This shows a reflection of a room in an industrial facility built partially with EU funds that a Hungarian anti-corruption lawmaker says has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Independent Hungarian lawmaker Akos Hadhazy poses for a photograph next to an industrial facility which he says was improperly used EU funds and has not functioned since its completion in 2017, in Mezocsat, Hungary, on April 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Journalists take notes during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A headphone of a cameraman is seen in the press room during the government's press conference on Thursday, Jan 18, 2024. Polarization has created "an almost Orwellian environment" in Hungarian media, where the government weaponizes control of a majority of outlets to limit Hungarians' access to information. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- In the months leading up to elections for the European Parliament, Hungarians were warned that casting a ballot against Prime Minister Viktor Orban would be a vote for all-out war. 
The right-wing Fidesz party cast the June 9 election as an existential struggle, one that could preserve peace in Europe if Orban won -- or fuel widespread instability if he didn't. To sell that bold claim, Orban used a sprawling pro-government media empire that's dominated the country's political discourse for more than a decade. 
The tactic worked, as it has since Orban returned to power in 2010, and his party came first in the elections -- though not by the margins it was used to. An upstart party, led by a former Fidesz insider, attracted disaffected voters and took 29% of the vote to Fidesz's 44%.
"Everything has fallen apart in Hungary. The state essentially does not function, there's only propaganda and lies," said Peter Magyar, the leader of that new party who has emerged in recent months as perhaps the most formidable challenge yet to Orban's rule.

    


___
This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an ongoing Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.




___
Magyar's Respect and Freedom, or TISZA, party campaigned on promises to root out deep-seated corruption in the government. He has also been outspoken about what he sees as the damage Orban's "propaganda factory" has done to Hungary's democracy. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It might be very difficult to imagine from America or Western Europe what the propaganda and the state machinery is like here," Magyar said in an interview before elections with The Associated Press. "This parallel reality is like the Truman Show. People believe that it's reality."
Since 2010, Orban's government has promoted hostility to migrants and LGBTQ+ rights, distrust of the European Union, and a belief that Hungarian-American financier George Soros -- who is Jewish and one of Orban's enduring foes -- is engaged in secret plots to destabilize Hungary, a classic antisemitic trope. 

    


Such messaging has delivered Orban's party four consecutive two-thirds majorities in parliament and, most recently, the most Hungarian delegates in the EU legislature.
But according to Peter Kreko, an analyst and head of the Political Capital think tank in Budapest, Orban has created "an almost Orwellian environment" where the government weaponizes control of a majority of news outlets to limit Hungarians' decisions.
"Hungary has become a quite successful informational autocracy, or spin dictatorship," Kreko said.
The restriction of Hungary's free press directly affects informed democratic participation. Opposition politicians have long complained that they only get five minutes of air time every four years on public television, the legal minimum, to present their platforms before elections.
In contrast, public television and radio channels consistently echo talking points communicated both by Fidesz and a network of think tanks and pollsters that receive funding from the government and the party. Their analysts routinely appear in affiliated media to bolster government narratives, while independent commentators rarely, if ever, appear. 

    


During the campaign in May, Hungary's electoral commission issued a warning to the public broadcaster for repeatedly airing Fidesz campaign videos during news segments, a violation of impartiality rules. The broadcaster carried on regardless. 
Magyar, who won a seat in the European Parliament, credits his new party's success partly to its ability to sidestep Orban's dominance by meeting directly with voters and developing a large following on social media. 
But in Hungary, even those with a strong online presence struggle to compete with Fidesz's control of traditional outlets. 
According to press watchdog Reporters Without Borders, Orban has used media buyouts by government-connected "oligarchs" to build "a true media empire subject to his party's orders." The group estimates that such buyouts have given Orban's party control of some 80% of Hungary's media market resources. In 2021, it put Orban on its list of media "predators," the first EU leader to earn the distinction. 

    


The title didn't come out of nowhere: in 2016, Hungary's oldest daily newspaper was suddenly shuttered after being bought by a businessman with links to Orban. In 2018, nearly 500 pro-government outlets were simultaneously donated by their owners to a foundation headed by Orban loyalists, creating a sprawling right-wing media conglomerate. And in 2020, nearly the entire staff of Hungary's largest online news portal, Index, resigned en masse after its lead editor was fired under political pressure. 
A network of independent journalists and online outlets that continue to function in Hungary struggles to remain competitive, said Gabor Polyak, head of the Media and Communication Department at Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest.

    


The government is the largest advertiser in Hungary, he said. A study by watchdog Mertek Media Monitor showed up to 90% of state advertising revenue is awarded to pro-Fidesz media outlets, keeping them afloat. 
The government's efforts to control media have moved beyond television, radio and newspapers, shifting into social media posts that are boosted by paid advertisements.
Hungary spent the most in the entire 27-member EU -- nearly $4.8 million -- on political ads on platforms owned by Facebook's parent company, Meta, in a 30-day period in May and June, outspending Germany, which has more than eight times the population, according to a recent report based on publicly available data compiled by Political Capital, Mertek Media Monitor and fact-checking site Lakmusz. 
The vast majority of that spending came from Fidesz or its proxies, the report found. 
One major spender is Megafon, a self-declared training center for aspiring conservative influencers. In the same 30-day period, the group spent $800,000 on boosting its pro-government content on Meta platforms, more than what was spent in total by 16 EU countries in the same period.
With government narratives so pervasive across mediums, a level of political polarization has emerged that can reach deep into the private lives of Hungarians. In recent years, the views of Andrea Simon, a 55-year-old entrepreneur from a suburb of Budapest, and her husband Attila Kohari began to drift apart -- fed, according to Simon, by Kohari's steady diet of pro-government media.
"He listened to these radio stations where they pushed those simple talking points, it completely changed his personality," Simon said. "I felt sometimes he'd been kidnapped, and his brain was replaced with a Fidesz brain."
In December, after 33 years of marriage, they agreed to divorce.
"I said to him several times, 'You have to choose: me or Fidesz,'" she said. "He said Fidesz."
Still, like many Hungarians who hold fast to traditional values in a changing world, Kohari remains a faithful supporter of Orban and his policies, despite the personal cost. 
His love of his country and belief that Orban has led Hungary in the right direction have him "clearly convinced that my position is the right one," he said. "But it ruined my marriage."
The media divide also has consequences for Hungary's finances, says independent lawmaker Akos Hadhazy, who has uncovered dozens of suspected cases of graft involving EU funds.
Such abuses, he said, go largely unaddressed because the majority of voters are unaware of them.
"Following the Russian model, (the government) controls state media by hand and spends about 50 billion forints ($135 million) a year on advertisements ... that sustain their own TV networks and websites," he said. "The people that consume those media simply don't hear about these things." 
On a recent day in Mezocsat, a small village on the Hungarian Great Plain, Hadhazy inspected the site of an industrial park that was built with 290 million forints ($795,000) in EU funds. The problem, he said, is that since the site was completed in 2017, it has never been active, and the money used to build it has disappeared.
Hadhazy said that Hungarians "who consciously seek out the real news hear about these cases and don't understand how it's possible that there are no consequences when I present such things almost daily." 
He continued: "But it's not important for the government that nobody hears about them, it's important that more people hear their lies, and that's the way it is now. Far more people hear their messages than the facts."
___
This story has been corrected to show that the building of the industrial park in the village of Mezocsat involved EU funds in the amount of 290 million forints, not 290 million euros. 
___
This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an ongoing Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.
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            FILE - Passengers wait in line for assistance at the Delta Terminal, July 19, 2024, at Logan International Airport in Boston. Delta CEO Ed Bastian says the airline is facing $500 million in costs for the global technology breakdown that happened earlier this month. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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            FILE - A Delta Air Lines jet leaves the gate, July 19, 2024, at Logan International Airport in Boston. Delta CEO Ed Bastian says the airline is facing $500 million in costs for the global technology breakdown that happened earlier this month. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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                                        Delta Air Lines CEO Ed Bastian says the airline is facing $500 million in costs related to a global tech outage this month that disrupted emergency services, communications and thousands of businesses. 
Speaking on CNBC, Bastian said Wednesday that the monetary amount represents lost revenue as well as "the tens of millions of dollars per day in compensation and hotels" for the five-day period.
A week ago, CrowdStrike blamed a bug in an update that allowed its cybersecurity systems to push bad data out to millions of customer computers, setting off the global tech outage that grounded flights, took TV broadcasts off air and disrupted banks, hospitals and retailers.
Cybersecurity company CrowdStrike also outlined measures it will take to prevent the problem from recurring, including staggering the rollout of updates, giving customers more control over when and where they occur, and providing more details about the updates that it plans. 

    


Among airlines, Delta was by far the hardest hit hard by the outage, having to cancel thousands of flights, because key systems were crippled by the incident. 




The U.S. Department of Transportation is investigating why Delta failed to recover as quickly as other airlines. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said last week that the department would also examine Delta's customer service, including "unacceptable" lines for assistance and reports that unaccompanied minors were stranded at airports. 
Bastian said on CNBC that Delta will be seeking damages from the disruptions. CrowdStrike has not made any offers to help Delta financially so far, he added. It has offered free consulting advice.
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A storm Wednesday interrupted all high-speed train traffic connecting Paris to the southeast of the country as well as Switzerland in both directions, France's rail company said, leaving thousands of travelers stranded amid the Olympics and departures for summer vacation. 
The SNCF said all the fast trains leaving from and arriving at the Gare de Lyon train station in the French capital were immobilized due to a tree that fell on the tracks and was hit by a train in Burgundy, southeast of the French capital. Regular-speed trains use separate tracks and haven't been affected.
Authorities cut the power off the track and a logging operation has already started to remove the tree and repair the electrical system, the SNCF said, adding that all passengers on that line were being brought back to a station in order to help people find alternatives travel modes, the company added. 

    


"The priority remains to bring customers stranded in trains back (to stations)," the company said.
It said no trains will run on the high-speed line before 5 p.m. (1500 GMT). Even then, trains will start departing "very gradually" and traffic will remain "very disrupted," the company warned.




This comes after France's train traffic was severely disrupted last week after acts of sabotage ahead of the Olympic Games opening ceremony. High-speed train services had been fully restored earlier this week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

National weather agency Meteo France warned about a risk of "locally strong" thunderstorms, including heavy rains and wind, in most French regions on Wednesday. The storm warning has been placed on the lower level on a three-tier scale in the Paris region, and on the middle level in most parts of central and southeastern France. 
Most of France was also under heat warnings Wednesday for the third consecutive day, with temperatures in Paris hitting 31 degrees Celsius (88 degrees Fahrenheit), Meteo France said. 
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                    Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say. The cause, parents say, is the appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes along with the summer heat and the collapse of sanitation that has left pools of open sewage after 10 months of Israel's bombardment and offensives in the territory. (AP video shot by Abd Al Kareem Hana and Mohammad Jahjouh; Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Displaced child Sham al-Hessi, center, who suffers from skin disease, is covered with skin cream as she poses for a picture, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Palestinian Manar al-Hessi, who was displaced by the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, sits next to her children, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Displaced child Sham al-Hessi, who suffers from skin disease, sleeps at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Displaced child Mohammed Abu Obaid, who suffers from skin disease, poses for a picture next to his father, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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                                    Displaced child Mohammed Abu Obaid, who suffers from skin disease, poses for a picture next to his father, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Displaced child Mohammed Abu Obaid, who suffers from skin disease, shows scars on his skin, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Displaced child Mohammed Abu Obaid, who suffers from skin disease, is seen carried by his sister, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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            Displaced child Toleen Marshoud, who suffers from skin disease, sits at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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                                    Displaced child Toleen Marshoud, who suffers from skin disease, sits at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Monday, July 29, 2024. Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say, from appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana )
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                                        KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) -- A steady stream of miserable children and worried parents flowed into the dermatology office at Nasser Hospital in central Gaza.
A toddler with a blue hair bow sobbed as her mother showed how the red and white spots covering her face have spread to her neck and chest. Another woman lifted her little boy's clothes to reveal the rashes on his back, butt, thighs and stomach. On his wrists, he had open sores from scratching. A father stood his daughter on the desk so the doctor could examine the lesions on her calves.
Skin diseases are running rampant in Gaza, health officials say. The cause, they say, is the appalling conditions in overcrowded tent camps housing hundreds of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes, along with the summer heat and the collapse of sanitation that has left pools of open sewage amid 10 months of Israel's bombardment and offensives in the territory.

    


Doctors are wrestling with more than 103,000 cases of lice and scabies and 65,000 cases of skin rashes, according to the World Health Organization. In Gaza's population of some 2.3 million, more than 1 million cases of acute respiratory infections have been recorded since the war began, along with more than half a million of acute diarrhea and more than 100,000 cases of jaundice, according to the United Nations Development Program.




Cleanliness is impossible in the ramshackle tents, basically wood frames hung with blankets or plastic sheets, crammed side by side over wide stretches, Palestinians say. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There's no shampoo, no soap," said Munira al-Nahhal, living in a tent in the dunes outside the southern city of Khan Younis. "The water is dirty. Everything is sand and insects and garbage."
Her family's tent was crammed with her grandchildren, many of whom had rashes. One little boy stood scratching the red patches on his belly. "One child gets it, and it spreads to all of them," al-Nahhal said.

    


Palestinians in the camp said clean water was almost impossible to get. Some wash their children in salt water from the nearby Mediterranean. People have to wear the same clothes day after day until they're able to wash them, then they wear them again immediately. Flies are everywhere. Children play in garbage-strewn sand.
"First it was spots on her face. Then it spread to her stomach and arms, all over her forehead. And it hurts. It itches. And there's no treatment. Or if there is we can't afford it," said Shaima Marshoud, sitting next to her little daughter in a cinder block structure they'd settled in among the tents.
More than 1.8 million of Gaza's 2.3 million people have been driven from their homes, often moving multiple times over the past months to get away from Israeli ground assaults or bombardment. The vast majority are now crowded into a 50-square-kilometer (20-square-mile) area of dunes and fields on the coast with almost no sewage system and little water.
The distribution of humanitarian supplies, including soap, shampoo and medicines, has slowed to a trickle, U.N. officials say, because Israeli military operations and general lawlessness in Gaza make it too dangerous for relief trucks to move.

    


Israel launched its campaign vowing to destroy Hamas after its Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, in which some 1,200 people were killed and 250 abducted. Israel's assault has killed more than 39,000 people, according to Gaza health authorities.
"The solid waste management system has collapsed," said Chitose Noguchi, the deputy special representative of the U.N. Development Program's Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People.
In a report released Tuesday, the UNDP said Gaza's two pre-war landfills were unreachable amid the fighting and it had set up 10 temporary sites. But Noguchi said there were more than 140 informal dumping sites that have cropped up. Some of them are giant pools of human waste and garbage.
"People are having tents and living next to dumping sites, which is really, really critical situation in terms of the health crisis," Noguchi said.

    


Nassim Basala, a dermatologist at Nasser Hospital, said they get 300 to 500 people a day coming in with skin diseases. After the most recent Israeli evacuation orders, more people have crowded into agricultural fields outside the city of Khan Younis, where insects are rife in the summer.
Scabies and lice are at epidemic proportions, he said, but other fungal, bacterial and viral infections and parasites are also running wild.
With the flood of patients, even simple cases can because dangerous.
For example, Basala said, impetigo is a simple bacterial infection treatable with creams. But sometimes by the time the patient gets to a doctor, "the bacteria have spread and affected the kidneys," he said. "We've had cases of kidney failure" as a result. Scratched rashes get infected in the pervasive dirt.

    


He said creams and ointments were in short supply at the hospital.
Children are the most affected. But adults suffer as well. At the hospital's dermatology office, one man untied his dirt-covered shoes to show the painful looking sores on the tops of his feet and ankles where his rash had rubbed open. A woman held up her hands, chapped raw and red.
Mohammed al-Rayan, several of whose children in a tent outside Khan Younis, have rashes or spot, said he has taken them to doctors. 
"They give us creams, but it's no use when you don't have anything to wash with," he said. "You put a cream and it gets better but then the next day it's back the same."
Parents are left struggling to comfort children with painful conditions that won't go away.
Manar al-Hessi's toddler cried as she spread cream on her forehead and chest, covered in scabs, sores and spots.
"It's horrible," al-Hessi said. "There are always flies on her face. She goes in the toilet or the garbage, and it gets in her hands. The filth is huge."
___
Shurafa reported from Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip. AP correspondent Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
___
This story was first published on July 30, 2024. It was updated on July 31, 2024 to correct that about 250 people were abducted in the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, not 350.
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Washington, DC, sues StubHub, saying the resale platform inflates ticket prices with deceptive fees
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                    FILE - This July 4, 2013, file photo shows a U.S. flag, in the shape of the country, in the outfield before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the Milwaukee Brewers at Nationals Park in Washington. The attorney general for Washington, D.C. has sued StubHub, accusing the ticket resale platform of advertising deceptively low prices and then ramping up prices with extra fees. Attorney General Brian Schwalb said Wednesday the practice known as drip pricing violates consumer protection laws in the nation's capital. The lawsuit says StubHub has sold nearly 5 million tickets in Washington since implementing the practice in 2015 and reaped about $118 million in fees. (AP Photo/Mark Tenally, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The attorney general for Washington, D.C., sued StubHub on Wednesday, accusing the ticket resale platform of advertising deceptively low prices and then ramping up prices with extra fees.
The practice known as "drip pricing" violates consumer protection laws in the nation's capital, Attorney General Brian Schwalb said.
"StubHub intentionally hides the true price to boost profits at its customers' expense," he said in a statement. 
The company said it is disappointed to be targeted, maintaining its practices are consistent with the law and competing companies as well as broader industry norms. "We strongly support federal and state solutions that enhance existing laws to empower consumers, such as requiring all-in pricing uniformly across platforms," the company said in a statement. 
The lawsuit, meanwhile, says StubHub hides mandatory "fulfillment and service" fees until the end of a lengthy online purchasing process that often requires more than a dozen pages to complete as a countdown timer creates a sense of urgency.

    


That makes it "nearly impossible" for buyers to know the true cost of a ticket and compare to find the best price, he said. Fees vary widely and can total more than 40% of the advertised ticket price, the lawsuit alleges. 




StubHub, which is based in New York, is one of the world's largest resale platforms for tickets to sports, concerts, and other live events. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sally Greenberg, CEO of the nonprofit advocacy group National Consumers League, applauded the lawsuit. "Hidden fees in the ticketing industry have truly gotten out of control. The price that is advertised is the price that we should pay -- full stop," she said. Ticket fees were also part of a sweeping antitrust lawsuit the Justice Department filed against Ticketmaster and its parent company in May.
StubHub used to advertise the "all-in" cost of a ticket about a decade ago, but changed after finding that people are more likely to buy tickets at higher prices with the "drip pricing" model, he said.

    


Washington residents' per-capita spending on live entertainment outpaces that of many other major U.S. cities and since 2015, StubHub has sold nearly 5 million tickets in Washington and reaped about $118 million in fees, the suit states.
The lawsuit seeks damages and to block the pricing practices. Schwalb settled another lawsuit last year with the Washington Commanders over fans' season ticket deposit money.
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                    Cleveland Browns running back D'Onta Foreman, ceenter, cuts between two blockers during an NFL football training camp practice Friday, July 26, 2024, in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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                                        WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, W.Va. (AP) -- Cleveland Browns running back D'Onta Foreman suffered a head injury during practice and was air lifted by helicopter to a hospital in Virginia on Thursday.
The team said Foreman sustained a "direct blow to the head that resulted in neck pain" during a drill at The Greenbrier Resort. Foreman had movement in all of his extremities, according to a statement from the Browns.
The 28-year-old Foreman was treated on the field by medical staff before being immobilized on a stretcher. He was driven away from the facility in an ambulance and flown to a medical center in Roanoke, Virginia, for further evaluation and treatment.
Foreman signed with the Browns as a free agent in March. He gives Cleveland some depth at the position as Nick Chubb works his way back from a season-ending knee injury and two surgeries.

    


Foreman is entering his eighth NFL season. He was originally drafted by Houston in the third round in 2017 after playing at Texas.
Foreman played two seasons with the Texans, two in Tennessee and one with Carolina and Chicago. He's rushed for 2,326 career years and 14 touchdowns.
Last season, Foreman rushed for 425 yards and four TDs in nine games with the Bears.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Qinwen Zheng of China celebrates her victory over Iga Swiatek of Poland during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            2 of 12 | 
            Iga Swiatek of Poland, right, argues with the referee after a decision following her loss to Qinwen Zheng of China during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Iga Swiatek of Poland returns a shot to Zheng Qinwen of China during their women's semifinal tennis match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros Stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Qinwen Zheng of China celebrates her victory over Iga Swiatek of Poland during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Qinwen Zheng of China prepares to serve against Iga Swiatek of Poland during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Zheng Qinwen of China celebrates after defeating Iga Swiatek of Poland in their women's semifinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Iga Swiatek of Poland returns the ball against Qinwen Zheng of China during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Zheng Qinwen of China is congratulated by Iga Swiatek of Poland after winning in their women's semifinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Qinwen Zheng of China celebrates her victory over Iga Swiatek of Poland during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Iga Swiatek of Poland, right, argues with the referee after a decision following her loss to Qinwen Zheng of China during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Qinwen Zheng of China celebrates her victory over Iga Swiatek of Poland during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Iga Swiatek of Poland returns a shot to Zheng Qinwen of China during their women's semifinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Zheng Qinwen of China celebrates after defeating Iga Swiatek of Poland in their women's semifinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Iga Swiatek knew she was capable, or at least should be, of winning a gold medal at the Paris Olympics. She's ranked No. 1, after all. Owns five Grand Slam titles, including four on the red clay courts at Roland Garros, which hosts the French Open and is being used for Summer Games matches.
Her semifinal opponent, Zheng Qinwen, says she knew she was capable of beating Swiatek. Just never had done it. Was 0-6 head-to-head before Thursday. So, really, she was only hoping she could do it. And, most of all, hoping she could secure the first singles medal for China in tennis since the sport returned to the Olympics in 1988.
Zheng managed to make it happen, eliminating Swiatek 6-2, 7-5 and earning the right to play for gold on Saturday, then falling on her back and caking her red-and-yellow uniform with the rust-colored clay.

    


"It really does mean everything. I always knew I could do it. But it's different (if) you know you can -- and you show it. And today, I really showed it," said the 21-year-old Zheng, whose best career result was reaching the final of the Australian Open in January before losing to Aryna Sabalenka.




"I'm so proud of myself," she added. "I'm so proud for my country."
It's not clear what Swiatek thought about the way the day went.
That's because she skipped any questions from print reporters in the mixed zone area for interviews. Her face flushed and eyes red, Swiatek did not break stride as she passed journalists, saying only: "Sorry. Next time."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the gold, Zheng will face 13th-seeded Donna Vekic of Croatia or unseeded Anna Karolina Schmiedlova of Slovakia, who were scheduled to face each other Thursday night. Vekic eliminated No. 2 Coco Gauff, the 20-year-old American who is the reigning U.S. Open champion, in the third round.
The outcome between Swiatek and Zheng was hard to foresee, given their head-to-head record entering the day and other factors. Swiatek has led the WTA rankings for nearly every week since April 2022, while Zheng is No. 7.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Plus, Swiatek appeared to be getting back into the match with a 4-0 lead in the second set.

    


Maybe until now, Zheng acknowledged, she wouldn't have been able to turn that deficit around.
"Before, when I'm at this stage, I'd let the match go. I'd say, 'OK, I lose the second set; let's fight for the third set.' But today, no. I didn't use this mentality," she explained. "I said: 'I'm just going to fight every single point. Let's see what's going to happen. I'm going to play smart. Wait for my chance.' Little by little, I started to get back in the match."
Swiatek's previous dominance against Zheng included a victory in the same stadium during the fourth round of the 2022 French Open. Zheng also took the first set of that one, the only set dropped by Swiatek during that event.
Things did not quite gone so smoothly this week for the 23-year-old from Poland.
In the quarterfinals Wednesday, Swiatek was forced to three sets and got the wind knocked out of her when she was hit by a ball off the racket of opponent Danielle Collins, who wound up retiring from the match because of an injured stomach muscle. Afterward, Collins, an American, gave Swiatek a lecture about being "insincere" when they spoke on court.

    


Surprisingly, perhaps, it was Zheng who made the first dent, taking advantage of three unforced errors by Swiatek, including a game-ending double-fault, to break for a 2-1 lead. That lead, such as it was, lasted all of five minutes, because Swiatek -- backed by clap-accompanied shouts of "Iga! Iga!" -- broke right back to 2-all.
But then Zheng, her big serve and big groundstrokes clicking, began to take full advantage of Swiatek's many misses and reeled off four games in a row.
After the opening set, Swiatek draped a white towel over her shoulders, grabbed her equipment bag and headed to the locker room to take a break, which is allowed in tennis. Maybe the pause allowed her to recalibrate. Maybe it caused Zheng to lose her focus. Whatever the case, the match's entire complexion shifted immediately.

    


But not forever.
When play resumed, Swiatek was back to being her best self, hitting heavy, confident forehands, dictating points. A double-fault by Zheng gave Swiatek a 4-0 edge in the second set. Yet Zheng didn't concede a thing. Suddenly, it was 4-4, and Swiatek never recovered.
"I always wanted to be one of the athletes who can get a medal for China, for our country, and right now I'm one of them. But I know the fight is not over. It's not the end," Zheng said. "I made history already, but I don't want to stop here."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, right, after defeating Italy's Angela Carini, left, in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Italy's Angela Carini reacts after she abandoned her fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            FILE - Imane Khelif, of Algeria, right, delivers a punch to Mariem Homrani Ep Zayani, of Turkey, during their women's light weight 60kg preliminary boxing match at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 30, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, right, defeated, Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            8 of 11 | 
            Italy's Angela Carini, center, reacts after she abandoned her fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, red, next to Italy's Angela Carini, at the end of their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
            Algeria's Imane Khelif, reacts after defeating Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, right, after defeating Italy's Angela Carini, left, in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Italy's Angela Carini reacts after she abandoned her fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            FILE - Imane Khelif, of Algeria, right, delivers a punch to Mariem Homrani Ep Zayani, of Turkey, during their women's light weight 60kg preliminary boxing match at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 30, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, right, defeated, Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, left, fights Italy's Angela Carini in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Italy's Angela Carini, center, reacts after she abandoned her fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, red, next to Italy's Angela Carini, at the end of their women's 66kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of the 2024 Olympics in Paris, including Simone Biles' pursuit of another gold medal in the women's gymnastics all-around finals.



    


VILLEPINTE, France (AP) -- Imane Khelif of Algeria won her opening Olympic boxing bout on Thursday when opponent Angela Carini of Italy quit after just 46 seconds.
Khelif was disqualified from the 2023 world championships after failing an unspecified gender eligibility test, and her presence at the Paris Olympics has become a divisive issue.
Carini and Khelif exchanged only a few punches before Carini walked away and abandoned the bout, an extremely unusual occurrence in Olympic boxing. Carini, whose headgear apparently became dislodged at least once before she quit, didn't shake Khelif's hand after the decision was announced, but she cried in the ring on her knees.
Afterward, a still-tearful Carini said she quit because of intense pain in her nose after the opening punches. Carini, who had a spot of blood on her trunks, said she wasn't making a political statement and was not refusing to fight Khelif.

    


"I felt a severe pain in my nose, and with the maturity of a boxer, I said 'enough,' because I didn't want to, I didn't want to, I couldn't finish the match," Carini said.
Carini further said she is not qualified to decide whether Khelif should be allowed to compete.




"I am not here to judge or pass judgment," Carini said. "If an athlete is this way, and in that sense it's not right or it is right, it's not up to me to decide. I just did my job as a boxer. I got into the ring and fought. I did it with my head held high and with a broken heart for not having finished the last kilometer."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Khelif is an accomplished amateur who won a silver medal at the International Boxing Association's 2022 world championships. The IBA -- which has been banned from the Olympics since 2019 after years of disputes with the IOC -- disqualified her from last year's championships shortly before her gold-medal match because of what it claimed were elevated levels of testosterone.

    


The 25-year-old entered the ring at the North Paris Arena to a chorus of cheers, but the crowd was confused by the bout's sudden end. Italy coach Emanuele Renzini said he discussed the matchup with Carini and offered to allow her to back out earlier, but the boxer had been "very determined" to fight until the opening minute.
"I am heartbroken because I am a fighter," Carini said. "My father taught me to be a warrior. I have always stepped into the ring with honor and I have always (served) my country with loyalty. And this time I couldn't do it because I couldn't fight anymore, and so I ended the match."
Khelif could clinch an Olympic medal with a victory in her quarterfinal bout on Saturday against Anna Luca Hamori, Hungary's first Olympic boxer.
Hamori expressed no concern about fighting Khelif.
"I'm not scared," said Hamori, who trounced Marissa Williamson Pohlman of Australia. "I don't care about the press story and social media. If she or he is a man, it will be a bigger victory for me if I win."
Hamori and Khelif have never sparred, but they have competed in the same tournament before. Hamori repeatedly said she isn't paying attention to the controversy because it's only a hindrance to her quest for gold.

    


"I'm trying to not use my phone before the fight," Hamori said. "I don't want to care about the comments or the story or the news. I just want to stay focused on myself. I did it before my last two fights, so I think this is the key, and we will see."
And Hamori could only shrug at Carini's decision to quit.
"It was her choice," Hamori said. "I don't understand, because I thought every boxer's mind is the same like mine, to never give up. But it was her choice. We don't know what was the reason. It's her life, but I know I want to do this in my own life."
After years of competition in amateur tournaments around the world, Khelif and Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan suddenly have received massive scrutiny for their presence in Paris. Lin won IBA world championships in 2018 and 2022, but the governing body stripped her of a bronze medal last year because it claimed she failed to meet unspecified eligibility requirements in a biochemical test.

    


Lin begins her Paris run Friday. She fights Sitora Turdibekova of Uzbekistan in her opening bout after receiving a first-round bye as the No. 1 seed in the 57-kilogram category, although Olympic seeding is frequently unindicative of the top medal contenders in a division.
The Algerian Olympic Committee issued a statement Wednesday condemning what it termed "lies" and "unethical targeting and maligning of our esteemed athlete, Imane Khelif, with baseless propaganda from certain foreign media outlets."
Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni, who was visiting Italy athletes in the Olympic Village on Thursday, voiced criticism that Carini had to box Khelif, saying she had since 2021 opposed allowing athletes with "genetically male" characteristics to compete against women.

    


"We have to pay attention, in an attempt to not discriminate, that we're actually discriminating" against women's rights, Meloni said.
She said it was necessary to guarantee the rights of athletes so they are competing on an even playing field.
"In these things what counts is your dedication, your head and character, but it also counts having a parity of arms," Meloni said.
Khelif and Lin are two-time Olympians who fought in the Tokyo Games. Lin has been an elite-level amateur boxer for a decade and Khelif for six years.
The IOC repeatedly defended the boxers' right to compete this week. Olympic boxing reached gender parity for the first time this year, with 124 men and 124 women competing in Paris.
The IOC said it made its eligibility decisions on boxers based on the gender-related rules that applied at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics. Several sports have updated their gender rules over the past three years, including World Aquatics, World Athletics and the International Cycling Union. The track body also last year tightened rules on athletes with differences in sex development.
The IOC is in charge of boxing in Paris because it has revoked the Olympic status of the IBA following years of governance problems, a lack of financial transparency and many perceived instances of corruption in judging and refereeing.
The IBA is controlled by president Umar Kremlev, who is Russian. He brought in Russian state-owned Gazprom as its primary sponsor and moved much of the IBA's operations to Russia.
The IBA has since lost more than three dozen members who have formed a new group called World Boxing, which hopes to be recognized by the IOC as the sport's governing body ahead of the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
The IBA has aggressively seized on the two boxers' presence in Paris to criticize the IOC. After the Court of Arbitration for Sport upheld the IOC's ban earlier this year, the IBA appealed to the Swiss Federal Tribunal in a last-gasp attempt to beat the IOC.
The banned body issued a statement Wednesday in which it claimed both boxers did not have a "testosterone examination" last year but were "subject to a separate and recognized test" for their disqualification. The IBA said the test's "specifics remain confidential," refusing to explain it.
The IBA disregarded IOC recommendations and allowed Russian fighters to compete at the 2023 world championships under the Russian flag. The governing body then disqualified Khelif only after Khelif defeated Russian boxer Azalia Amineva during the tournament.
___
Associated Press Writer Nicole Winfield in Rome contributed to this report.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            People attend a flash mob to highlight the plight of hundreds of Ukrainian athletes and coaches, both amateur and professional, who were killed as a result of Russia's war in Ukraine in Paris, France, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, during the 2024 Summer Olympics. (AP Photo/Hanna Arhirova)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- More than 100 conflicts fester around the world. The Middle East teeters on the brink of a regional war. In Ukraine, Russia advances slowly but steadily in the east, reducing towns to rubble. 
The "Olympic Truce," clearly, is not being heeded.
In the run-up to every Olympics over the past 30 years, the United Nations passes a resolution upholding the Olympic Truce, which in theory halts hostilities in the name of granting athletes safe passage and promoting world peace. It's supposed to last from seven days before the Olympic Games begin until seven days after the Paralympic Games end. Not even two weeks into it, the news of missile strikes, annexations and heightened tensions is omnipresent.
"Stepping into the Olympic Village, you realize like generations of Olympians before: `Now I am part of something bigger than myself. Now we are part of an event that unites the world in peace,'" International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach said to athletes at the opening ceremony. He did temper his usual robust optimism with an acknowledgment that they lived in "a world torn apart by wars and conflicts."

    


It's a pitch the IOC has made often enough that it has become part of the brand that the Games project: the Olympics as the great uniter, one that has the potential to transcend all divides. 




Reality, though, can interrupt even the tightest messaging.
Good intentions, interrupted by events

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

By Wednesday, in the wake of the assassination in Iran of Hamas' top leader, the international body had scaled down and adopted a more dejected tone.
"A culture of peace is what we try to create in a very modest way," IOC spokesperson Mark Adams said at a news conference. "We're unable to bring peace. We can call for peace, but we probably won't achieve it."
For an organization that has often waded into geopolitics -- the normally stoic Bach choked up last week while remembering his late friend Henry Kissinger's "invaluable advice" -- Adams' remarks seemed to signal a retreat in the IOC's ambitions, at least in the moment.

    


"We can only do what we can do. We're a sports organization," he said. "Our job is to let the politicians, unfortunately, get on with what they want to get on with."
The Olympic Truce was revived in the immediate post-Cold War era, with roots in ancient Greece. 
"We live in a divided world where conflicts are proliferating in a dramatic way. The horrendous suffering in Gaza, the seemingly endless war in Ukraine, terrible suffering from Sudan to the DRC, from the Sahel to Myanmar," U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said after meeting with Bach before the opening ceremony. "In a moment like this, it is important to say that the first recording in history (of a) real peace initiative was the Olympic Truce."
Then and now, it's never quite worked. Russia alone has broken the Truce three times, most recently in 2022 with the invasion of Ukraine -- a handful of months after the country voted for the U.N. resolution. (This time, it abstained.)
In November, 118 countries voted to adopt the resolution. No country voted against it, although Syria joined Russia in abstaining. In past years, the resolution received more full-throated support -- the U.N. has 193 member-states, after all -- but among those who voted for "building a peaceful and better world through sport and the Olympic ideal" were Iran, Israel and Lebanon, all embroiled in the latest flare-up.

    


"When we talk about sports, uniting people and bringing people together, yes, that is an aspirational ideal," said Lindsay Sarah Krasnoff, a sports diplomacy expert who lectures at New York University's Tisch Institute for Global Sport. "And a lot of that is reality. When you look at, typically speaking, sport does have that power."
The Olympics, she says, are an implement in the toolbox of striving for peace. "I don't think the Games themselves can transcend the worlds wars, conflicts, and complex, complicated problems," she said. "But I think what they can do is provide pockets of space for people to have these conversations."

    


Can idealism help along a messy world?
Ultimately, the Truce is well-intentioned but toothless. There are no consequences to breaking it, aside from possible condemnation in the court of global public opinion. 
For example: Ahead of the Games, French President Emmanuel Macron publicly suggested a cease-fire between Russia and Ukraine during the days of competition. Not unexpectedly, both sides refused, and the war goes on with the same intensity.
Russia and Belarus have been barred from the Paris Games after a lengthy campaign from Ukraine's Olympic committee, which argued that Russian athletes should not compete even under a neutral flag, while Moscow's troops persist with their deadly invasion. (Some Russian and Belarusian athletes are still competing as neutrals, approval contingent on not supporting the war. That allowance has not endeared the Games to its erstwhile host country. )

    


Ukrainian athletes are under no illusion about Olympic idealism. For them, the Olympics are no longer about their achievements but rather proof that their country is still alive despite the war that began while the last Olympic flame was still lit. They do not see the Games as respite from the war; it's a way to shout loudly about it so the world doesn't forget.
Zoriana Nevmerzhytska, 31, attended a flash mob in view of the Eiffel Tower to highlight the hundreds of Ukrainian athletes and coaches, both amateur and professional, who have been killed. Participants bore posters that read "world champions in raping," depicting Russian soldiers, and "unmarked troops," referring to the neutral athletes.
"For me, it's not about something that promotes peace," she said of the Olympics. "It can be about unity, but not this time." 
There will be a next time, though. When asked why the world keeps returning to the Truce for Olympics after Olympics, despite incessant conflict, Krasnoff noted that "we all like the idea that sport in and of itself can be omnipotent, even though we know in reality it is not."
"I mean, that's kind of the whole thing about sports," she said, drawing an analogy. "You don't dwell on what you haven't been able to achieve in a given performance. You say, 'OK, well, that was that game. On to the next.'"
____
AP Sports Writer Graham Dunbar contributed from Paris. For more coverage of the Paris Olympics, visit https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games. 
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            FILE - Yaroslava Mahuchikh, of Ukraine, smiles after winning the gold medal in the women's high jump final at the European Athletics Championships in Rome, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, File)
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            FILE - Yaroslava Mahuchikh, of Ukraine, makes an attempt in the women's high jump final at the the European Athletics Championships in Rome, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, File)
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                                        SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- The best high jumper in Ukraine, and maybe the world, hasn't spent much time at home the last few years.
Home for Yaroslava Mahuchikh is Dnipro, a city of nearly 1 million located only about 100 kilometers from the front lines of the war with Russia that shows no signs of ending. 
On Saturday, Mahuchikh begins her quest for an Olympic gold medal that, to her, feels like nothing -- and everything -- given the situation back in her country.
"For me, every tournament is important," she said. "I represent my country, and for Ukraine, every medal is important. I want to show people we'll never give up and we'll fight in difficult and different ways."
When the war started, Mahuchikh piled as much as she could into her car and left town quickly. On her way out, she heard gunfire and could, at times, see shells raining down miles away. 

    


Since then, she has trained and lived in Portugal, Poland, Germany, Belgium, Estonia and a handful of countries in between. She is an athlete without a home, but not an athlete without a country.
"I should show that we'll be fighting, and now I'm competing for my people in Ukraine," she said. "Because sports gives warm memories and happiness."




All this upheaval has not impacted Mahuchikh in a bad way, at least not on the field. 
Last year, she starred in the emotional high point of the track and field world championships. Wearing blue and yellow eyeliner to match the colors of her nation's flag, Mahuchikh jumped 2.01 meters (6 feet, 7 inches) to win the title, which marked Ukraine's first gold medal in any track and field event at worlds since 2013.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last month, Mahuchikh broke a 37-year-old world record, jumping 2.10 meters (6'10 3/4'') and setting herself up as the person to beat here in France. She might be the best gold-medal chance of the 142 Ukrainians who are slated to compete over these 17 days of the Olympics.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"Finally I signed Ukraine to the history of world athletics," she said after breaking the mark.

    


Mahuchikh is anything but blind to the tension-saturated politics connected to her rise to the top of her sport. The defending Olympic champion is Maria Lasitskene, a Russian who, along with everyone else from her country, has been banned from track and field's international events -- that includes the Olympics -- since the country invaded Ukraine. 
World Athletics President Sebastian Coe said banning Russia wasn't a political statement, but rather one of fairness. Typically, Ukraine has brought around 70 track and field athletes to the Olympics. This year, it brings 26 -- a jarring reminder of how the war has devastated the country's once-thriving sports infrastructure along with so much else.
"It is a very constrained world that those athletes have to operate in," Coe said. "We looked at it as a matter of integrity. Was it fair that those athletes who were going to be so disadvantaged should also (go against) athletes from a country that has shown such aggression?"
Three years ago at the Tokyo Games, the image of Mahuchikh and Lasitskene showing off their medals (the Ukrainian won bronze) with flags draped around their shoulders in a routine post-event photo op brought condemnation out of both countries at a time when tensions between the nations were high. 

    


After the war started, Lasitskene lashed out at IOC President Thomas Bach, who was still forming a policy for Russian athletes' Olympic eligibility, suggesting it might be time to "fall in love with athletes not because of their nationality or citizenship, but because of what those show at competitions." 
But the Olympics are supposed to be as much about the peaceful gathering of nations as the individual athletes themselves.
Mahuchikh never accepted Lasitskene's concept. She pointed out that she hadn't heard a word from Lasitskene since the start of the war, and because of that, wasn't put off by her exclusion from world championships.
Her opinion hasn't changed.
"The Olympic Games are about friends and peace, not war," she said when asked if Russians should be allowed in the Games. 

    


Once she steps onto the field Saturday, then again Monday if she makes the final, Mahuchikh said she'll focus on jumping, not war. She has become accustomed to separating her sport from everyday life, and blocking out, at least for a time, any worries about loved ones who remain in Dnipro, and the task at hand, which is jumping high. 
"Unfortunately, I have two years experience of this behind me," Mahuchikh said. "But mentally, I'm stronger than I was two years ago."
Whether or not she wins a medal, Mahuchikh knows the mere fact she's competing on the world stage is a victory. Much of her country's sports infrastructure, to say nothing of its athlete pipeline, has withered under the attacks. 
But the Ukrainians are still here -- 142 of them competing in Paris, including one gold-medal favorite.
"We will definitely win," she said. "But in what time, and what price will we pay for this? It's a really big price, the lives of people. We've lost a lot of really good people who are fighting for our country." 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - New York Jets' Lance McCutcheon participates in a practice at the NFL football team's training facility in Florham Park, N.J., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Lance McCutcheon can't remember what caused the sudden rift between him and his best friend.
The details don't really matter now to the New York Jets wide receiver. He just knows he never got to smooth things over with Connor Mills. 
And he never got a chance to say goodbye.
"Guilt is definitely the biggest thing I would say is just, you know, we let some stupid stuff get between us," McCutcheon told The Associated Press after practice Wednesday. "We were in eighth grade. And I didn't know that my best friend was at his lowest. 
"That's something I'll hold on to for the rest of my life."
On May 31, 2013, Mills died by suicide. He was 14.
McCutcheon and Mills were inseparable as youngsters growing up in Bozeman, Montana, having played on the same travel basketball team since the second or third grade. They shared countless meals, laughs and life experiences.

    


"He was my best friend," McCutcheon said. "He was like a brother to me."
Despite all the fun times together, McCutcheon was unaware Mills was struggling. 
"Whenever I'm talking about this or I'm by myself and in my own thoughts, I've got to live with knowing that I let something get in between us and I wasn't able to be there for him and help him through it," he said. "And he passed without me being able to tell him how I really feel about him."




McCutcheon leaned on his family and friends to speak about his feelings, allowing himself to grieve and process his emotions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It has been a long road, though, and one that continues today.
"I think it's very important just to find at least one person you know to talk to," he said. "It'll help you so much just by letting it out instead of keeping it in for days and days and days -- until you can't anymore."
McCutcheon's left arm is covered by tattoos, including one right below his shoulder of a lion wearing a crown. A little further down, he has the name "Connor" in black ink on his forearm. He also has the dates of when Mills was born and died tattooed on his left wrist. 

    


"I look down," McCutcheon said, "and I've got his name right there."
It's right above the name "Grady" in honor of Grady Dawkins, another close friend who died in a car accident nine months after Mills. In the quiet moments before a game, McCutcheon speaks to both, hoping they can help provide him confidence and strength.
"Everyone has their own battles," McCutcheon said. "I'm not the only one in this world who's lost loved ones, lost family. Everyone's been through things and been fighting their own battles. I try not to dwell on all the negative stuff that's happened in my life. 
"I mean, I'm here. I'm playing football in the NFL, you know?"
The 25-year-old McCutcheon, in training camp with the Jets competing for a roster spot, has been an advocate for mental health awareness since his best friend's death. He tells male athletes, in particular, that it's OK to show their emotions and not be afraid to have "an uncomfortable conversation" when they're struggling.
"Whether you're a star athlete or student, whatever it is, you can be anything you want to be," he said. "But whatever it is, you're not alone."

    


After going undrafted out of hometown Montana State in 2022, McCutcheon signed with the Los Angeles Rams as a free agent. During that season, he was able to support the American Foundation For Suicide Prevention on his cleats during the NFL's annual "My Cause My Cleats" campaign.
"We're here for you," McCutcheon said when asked what he'd tell someone struggling with their mental health. "It's a lot more painful to the ones that love you most, thinking that you can never reach out to them and open up and explain what's kind of going on and what you've been feeling. ...
"But I promise you that when you do open up, that person is going to embrace you and love you for a lot more than what you're going through and what you're fighting."
During his first NFL preseason, McCutcheon led the Rams with 15 catches for 259 yards and two touchdowns. It was enough to earn him a spot on the 53-man roster out of training camp. He played in 10 games as a rookie, but had no catches while seeing only five passes thrown his way.

    


He was waived by Los Angeles as part of the Rams' final cuts last year, signed with Houston's practice squad a few days later and let go again nearly two months later. The Jets gave him a shot on their practice squad last October and signed him to a reserve-future deal in January.
Now, McCutcheon is hoping for a chance to stick with a wide receiver group that includes Garrett Wilson, Mike Williams and Allen Lazard -- and maybe catch some passes from Aaron Rodgers.
And that's something McCutcheon knows his late best friend would think is pretty cool.
"I just hope that he's watching over me every day," McCutcheon said. "I hope he's proud of me and he's happy for me and I just keep this going."
--
This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, please call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255.
--
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Michigan State coach Mel Tucker walks the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Richmond, on Sept. 9, 2023, in East Lansing, Mich. Former Michigan State University head football coach Mel Tucker is suing the university and school leaders, alleging that they wrongfully fired him last year and violated his constitutional rights amid a sexual harassment case. The federal lawsuit filed Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Michigan accuses school officials of undertaking an "improper, sham investigation" of allegations that Tucker sexually harassed and exploited rape survivor and activist Brenda Tracy. (AP Photo/Al Goldis, File)
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                                        Former Michigan State University head football coach Mel Tucker is suing the university and school leaders, alleging that they wrongfully fired him last year and violated his constitutional rights after he was accused of sexual harassment.
The federal lawsuit filed Wednesday in Michigan accuses school officials of undertaking an "improper, sham investigation" of allegations that Tucker sexually harassed and exploited rape survivor and activist Brenda Tracy.
The suit, which seeks unspecified damages, alleges that Michigan State officials violated his rights to due process and equal protection as well as his employment agreement with the school.
The complaint also contends that interim president Teresa Woodruff and athletic director Alan Haller made "false and defamatory" public statements against Tucker, "further destroying Plaintiff's reputation, his professional standing, and his livelihood."

    


In addition, the suit contends school leaders "manipulated the process to create a pretextual and false basis to terminate Plaintiff's employment."
"By improperly weaponizing the University's investigative procedures against Plaintiff, the Defendants have caused, and continue to cause, Plaintiff to experience severe emotional harm and suffering, and have caused hundreds of millions in damages," the suit states.




At the time of his firing, Tucker was in the third year of a $95 million, 10-year contract. He was due to earn about $80 million remaining on the deal.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The lawsuit names as defendants the university, Woodruff, Haller, the school's eight trustees and its general counsel, Brian Quinn.
University spokesperson Emily Gerkin Guerrant said via email Thursday that "the university does not have a comment at this time" and said it had not been formally served with the suit as of Thursday morning.
Tracy, who is known for educating college athletes about sexual violence, became friends with Tucker over her advocacy work. Michigan State paid her $10,000 to share with the football team her story about being gang-raped in 1998. Tucker's lawsuit states that Tracy spoke to Michigan State's football team on Aug. 14, 2021.

    


Tucker and Tracy's relationship took a turn in April 2022. According to USA Today, Tucker masturbated during a phone call with her. Tracy filed a complaint with the school in December 2022, saying Tucker had sexually harassed her during the phone call. Months later, she filed a complaint with the school's Office for Civil Rights and Title IX Education. Tucker told investigators that he and Tracy had consensual phone sex.
Her allegations against Tucker were made public by USA Today on Sept. 10, 2023, in an story that mentioned the Larry Nassar sexual abuse scandal, the suit alleges. Nassar was a Michigan State sports doctor as well as a doctor at Indianapolis-based USA Gymnastics. He is serving decades in prison for assaulting female athletes, including medal-winning Olympic gymnasts, under the guise of treatment.
Tucker's suit contends that school officials deprived him "of his right to a confidential and fair investigative process" and that they "cared nothing about the damage being inflicted" on him.

    


"Instead, the Defendants were alarmed that that the USA Today articles once again made MSU's history of failing to properly deal with sexual abuse allegations the subject of national media attention," it states.
Tucker was suspended in September and Michigan State fired him later that month, saying he had subjected the institution to ridicule, breaching his contract and moral turpitude.
A resolution officer concluded in October that Tucker engaged in behavior that violated the school's Relationship Violence and Sexual Misconduct and Title IX Policy by sexually harassing and sexually exploiting Tracy.
In January, the school denied Tucker's appeal of these findings. An attorney hired by the school as an equity review officer said Tucker had failed to prove error or bias.
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                    A fan waits with a helmet he hopes to get autographed after Chicago Bears NFL football training camp practice in Lake Forest, Ill., Saturday, July 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        CANTON, Ohio (AP) -- The NFL's new kickoff rule will make its debut when the preseason opens Thursday night with the Chicago Bears facing the Houston Texans.
While both teams are expected to sit starters, all eyes will be on the overhauled kickoffs during the annual Hall of Fame game at Tom Benson Stadium. 
NFL owners approved a radical change for kickoffs in order to revive a "dead play" that saw a record-low returns last season. 
For a standard kickoff, the ball will be kicked from the 35-yard line with the 10 kick coverage players lined up at the opposing 40, five on each side of the field.
The return team will have at least nine blockers lined up in the "set up zone" between the 30- and 35-yard line, with at least seven of those players touching the 35. There will be up to two returners allowed inside the 20.
Only the kicker and two returners are allowed to move until the ball hits the ground or is touched by a returner inside the 20.

    


Any kick that reaches the end zone in the air can be returned, or the receiving team can opt for a touchback and possession at the 30. Any kick that reaches the end zone in the air and goes out of bounds or out of the end zone also will result in a touchback at the 30.




If a ball hits a returner or the ground before the end zone and goes into the end zone, a touchback will be at the 20 or the ball could be returned.
If a kick goes out of bounds before the end zone, or hits the ground or is touched by the receiving team before reaching the landing zone, the return team gets the ball at the 40.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Owners agreed to a one-year trial of the new system that was heavily influenced by the kickoffs used in the XFL spring league.
Only 21.8% of all kickoffs were returned last season as both kicking and receiving teams too often chose to avoid the risk of a possible return.
The NFL estimates that more than half of all kickoffs will be returned this season. The goal is to increase the number of returns without making it more dangerous.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Oklahoma City Thunder's Gordon Hayward handles the ball in Game 3 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the Dallas Mavericks, on May 11, 2024, in Dallas. Hayward, who nearly gave Butler a national title over Duke with a half-court shot that just missed on the final play of the 2010 NCAA men's basketball championship game, retired from the NBA after 14 seasons on Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        BROWNSBURG, Ind. (AP) -- Gordon Hayward, who nearly gave Butler a national title over Duke with a half-court shot that just missed on the final play of the 2010 NCAA men's basketball championship game, retired from the NBA after 14 seasons on Thursday.
Hayward played for Utah, Boston, Charlotte and Oklahoma City, and was an All-Star in 2017. He averaged 15.2 points in 835 career regular-season games, and said he was looking forward to spending more time with his family.
"Today, I am officially retiring from the game of basketball," Hayward wrote on social media. "It's been an incredible ride and I'm so grateful to everyone who helped me achieve more than I ever imagined."
Hayward thanked his parents and family, his agent Mark Bartelstein, coaches, teammates, trainers, doctors and friends for supporting him "through countless years and cities, helping me exceed my own expectations."

    


"To all my fans: thank you for supporting me through the ups and downs," Hayward wrote. "I'll always cherish the letters of encouragement and the moments we've shared around the world. You inspired me to always dream big and improve everyday -- and for the young players up next, I challenge you do to the same."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            A race officer waves the flag and cancel the men's skiff race due to wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A race officer measures the wind prior to a men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Just van Aanholt of Aruba checks the sail before the start of a men's dinghy race, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Isaac McHardie and William McKenzie of New Zealand sail before the men's skiff race was canceled due to the wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            James Peters and Fynn Sterritt of Britain sail before the men's skiff race was canceled due to the wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Boats sail before the men's skiff race was canceled due to the wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Boats sail before the men's skiff race was canceled due to the wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            James Peters and Fynn Sterritt of Britain sail before the start of the men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Bart Lambriex and Floris van de Werken of the Netherlands sail before the start of the men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            James Peters and Fynn Sterritt of Britain sail before the start of the men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            The start before the men's skiff race was interrupted due to wind conditions, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Florian Trittel Paul and Diego Botin Le Chever of Spain sail before the start of the men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            James Peters and Fynn Sterritt of Britain sail before the start of the men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A race officer waves the flag and cancel the men's skiff race due to wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A race officer measures the wind prior to a men's skiff race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Just van Aanholt of Aruba checks the sail before the start of a men's dinghy race, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Isaac McHardie and William McKenzie of New Zealand sail before the men's skiff race was canceled due to the wind, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            The start before the men's skiff race was interrupted due to wind conditions, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- The first medal races for sailing at the Paris Olympics were postponed on Thursday because of a lack of wind, leaving athletes broiling in the heat on the water for more than two hours before sending them back to the marina in Marseille.
"It was an emotional roller coaster," said Isaac McHardie of New Zealand, which was third entering the medal race for the men's skiffs called 49ers. He added that the heat was so intense he and boatmate Will McKenzie started running out of drinking water and ice while waiting. 
Both the men's and women's skiffs, known as 49erFX -- powerful, bird-like two-person boats -- were scheduled to hold their finals Thursday, but they were called off after 5 p.m. local time.
The men's team from Spain and the women's team from France were in the lead after 12 regattas since Sunday, but no team started the day with a clear grasp on the podium.

    


Instead of a thrilling neck-and-neck competition among the top sailors, the men started the regattas twice before the wind dropped so low that the races were scrapped by officials. The women were out on the water too, for about an hour, but their race didn't even start.




All waited in the water in their protective gear under a punishing sun with temperatures pushing 35 degrees Celsius (low 90s).
"We have always known that you can get a day like this," said Spain's Diego Botin, who is sailing in his third Olympics. He said that with crew Florian Trittel, they concentrated on "not wasting too much emotional energy" during the long wait.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're used to setbacks," added Sean Waddilove of Ireland, which was placed second in the men's start list.
Not so much the fans, who sweltered on a shadeless breakwater most of the afternoon. Among them were the families of France's Sarah Steyaert and Charline Picon, who were first on the women's start list. 

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"So exciting and so nervous and so anxious," is how Steyaert's father, Patrick Steyaert, summed up the wait, while Sarah's 5-year-old daughter threw herself into her mother's arms, weeping.
There's no word on when the races might be rescheduled.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Finalnd's Veera Manninen, riding Sir Greg, during the Equestrian Cross Country competition at Chateau de Versailles for the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Germany's Isabell Werth, riding Wendy, competes in the equestrian dressage at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Switzerland's Felix Vogg and his horse Ocean Dao during the Equestrian Eventing Dressage competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Norway's Isabel Freese, riding Total Hope Old, during the Equestrian Dressage competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Karim Laghouag of France, riding Triton Fontaine, competes in the equestrian jumping at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Austin O'Connor of Ireland, riding Colorado Blue, competes in the equestrian jumping at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            A rider crosses a bridge during the Equestrian Cross Country competition at Chateau de Versailles for the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Germany's Isabell Werth, riding Wendy, competes in the equestrian dressage at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Switzerland's Felix Vogg and his horse Ocean Dao during the Equestrian Eventing Dressage competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Switzerland's Felix Vogg and his horse Ocean Dao during the Equestrian Eventing Dressage competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Norway's Isabel Freese, riding Total Hope Old, during the Equestrian Dressage competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Karim Laghouag of France, riding Triton Fontaine, competes in the equestrian jumping at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Horse welfare has been a major topic of conversation around the equestrian competition at the Olympics, and the scandal involving champion rider Charlotte Dujardin has attracted the attention of leaders in a related sport.
Prominent members of the horse racing community consider the situation another lesson for an industry that has made significant changes in recent years in the name of safety and still has work to do to regain the public's trust.
"If you are involved in a horse sport, be it polo, be it dressage, be it show jumping, be it horse racing, the priority has to be the welfare of the horse," said Lisa Lazarus, CEO of the Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority that oversees the sport in the U.S. "If that isn't the priority and if it isn't kind of clear to the public and to regulators that the horse is being prioritized and its welfare is being prioritized, the sport will be in jeopardy."

    


Video of Dujardin repeatedly striking a horse caused the three-time Olympic gold medalist to withdraw from the Paris Games and led to a provisional suspension from the International Federation for Equestrian Sports, or FEI. And it did not stop there: Carlos Parro was issued a warning after an animal rights group sent the FEI's president photos and evidence of the Brazil rider hyper-flexing a horse's neck in a prohibited move known as "Rollkur" that can compromise breathing.




The public backlash comes three years after a Germany coach was suspended from the Tokyo Olympics for striking an uncooperative horse. People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, which has long protested horse racing, called for equestrian events to be removed from the Olympics, and horses will not be part of the modern pentathlon beginning in Los Angeles in 2028.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Horse racing has endured similar reckonings, most prominently a spate of deaths around the Kentucky Derby last year that led Churchill Downs to suspend racing and spurred an investigation into the causes. And while the implementation of HISA and other reforms have succeeded at reducing fatalities, this is another reminder of how controversial incidents threaten the existence of animal sports in the 21st century.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"We're all living in a different time when it comes to equine sports, and I think because of that we all have to be a lot more careful," thoroughbred trainer Graham Motion told the AP in a phone interview. "Most of us are all about the welfare of the animals, but we can't take it for granted. We have to show that that's what we're about."

    


Lazarus, who worked for FEI for six years from 2009-15 as general counsel and then chief of business strategy and development, said folks in horse racing have learned it is not enough just to say they love horses and care about them.
"Being really transparent about everything that you're doing is important," Lazarus said.
Britain equestrian rider Carl Hester, who said he was shocked by the video of Dujardin, has an open training yard in Gloucester, England, with the goal of being transparent about his daily training.

    


"Everybody is welcome to my yard," Hester said. "People come in my yard every day. I have pride (in) the fact that our yard shows horse welfare to be its highest by the way I keep my horses."
Vicky Leonard, who founded a marketing company that helps thoroughbred racing shape its future, wrote an op-ed saying the equestrian welfare neglect at the Olympics should raise alarms about horse racing's continuing challenges and stress the importance of being proactive about problems. She thinks one way to build support is for people around barns at racetracks to shoot cellphone video of their daily routines to show how much time and effort is put into caring for horses.
"What goes on behind the scenes to care for those horses is absolutely fascinating to the common person," Leonard told the AP on Wednesday by phone from Australia. "People trust individuals now more than ever, and that's where the industry community has the power to make that change happen when they share their story."

    


Motion and Leonard are quick to praise HISA for making the sport safer for horses and jockeys. The Equine Injury Database reported there were 1.23 deaths per 1,000 starts at HISA-regulated tracks last year, down from 2.00 when they started being tracked in 2009.
"We have to be showing to be doing out utmost to decrease them," Motion said. "We're dealing with athletes that can't talk to us, so that's what makes life as a trainer so difficult is that we're dealing with athletes that can't tell us what's wrong with them or can't tell us what their problems are. ... I think with horses we have to be so careful to be seen not to be making bad decisions."
One of the decisions rendered by HISA when it launched in 2022 was to limit how many times a jockey can whip a horse during the course of a race. Leonard specifically pointed to the riding crop as part of the sport that will never be widely accepted.

    


"The fact that it's illegal to hit another person, the fact that you never apply that same treatment to any other animal means it can never be acceptable to the public and nor probably should it be," Leonard said, noting jockeys use it for steering but acknowledging there is no evidence proving the whip's value. "It's a perception challenge that can never be overcome, and we should just be carrying it for safety reasons."
Motion, who trained 2011 Derby winner Animal Kingdom and has four Breeders' Cup victories, used to cringe at the sight of excessive whipping and thinks horse racing has reached a happy medium under HISA. Equestrian officials announced before the Olympics a series of welfare changes already underway and spelled them out last week in the wake of all the negative publicity stemming from Dujardin's incident.
Horse racing seems further ahead in the process of embracing change, and Lazarus has noticed more buy-in from her constituents over the past year among those who were skeptical of HISA or wanted to wait and see. But that is an ongoing process, and Leonard sees the beginnings of a positive culture change around horse racing.
"There's definitely huge conversations that are very common now that weren't common five years ago where welfare is at the forefront," she said. "A culture of welfare is being pushed and being prioritized."
___
AP Sports Writer Jerome Pugmire in Versailles, France, contributed.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            France's Felix Lebrun plays against Sweden's Anton Kallberg during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            South Korea's Shin Yubin watches the ball during a mixed doubles semifinal table tennis game against China's Wang Chuqin and Sun Yingsha, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Slovenia's Darko Jorgic plays against Singapore's Izaac Quek during a men's singles round of 64 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Sinagapore's Zeng Jian plays against India's Sreeja Akula during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Austria's Sofia Polcanova plays against China's Chen Meng during a women's singles quarterfinal table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            India's Manika Batra plays against Japan's Liu Hirano during a women's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 12 | 
            Denmark's Anders Lind plays against Japan's Tomokazu Harimoto during a men's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Romania's Bernadette Szocsplays against Austria's Sofia Polcanova during a women's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Japan's Shunsuke Togami plays against Slovenia's Deni Kozul during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            India's Sreeja Akula plays against Sinagapore's Zeng Jian during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Iran's Noshad Alamiyan plays against Japan's Tomokazu Harimoto during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Japan's Miu Hirano plays against Hong Kong's Zhu Chengzhu during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            France's Felix Lebrun plays against Sweden's Anton Kallberg during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            South Korea's Shin Yubin watches the ball during a mixed doubles semifinal table tennis game against China's Wang Chuqin and Sun Yingsha, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Slovenia's Darko Jorgic plays against Singapore's Izaac Quek during a men's singles round of 64 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12

                                    
                                    Slovenia's Darko Jorgic plays against Singapore's Izaac Quek during a men's singles round of 64 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 12 | 
            Sinagapore's Zeng Jian plays against India's Sreeja Akula during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Austria's Sofia Polcanova plays against China's Chen Meng during a women's singles quarterfinal table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            India's Manika Batra plays against Japan's Liu Hirano during a women's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Denmark's Anders Lind plays against Japan's Tomokazu Harimoto during a men's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Romania's Bernadette Szocsplays against Austria's Sofia Polcanova during a women's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Japan's Shunsuke Togami plays against Slovenia's Deni Kozul during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            India's Sreeja Akula plays against Sinagapore's Zeng Jian during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Iran's Noshad Alamiyan plays against Japan's Tomokazu Harimoto during a men's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            Japan's Miu Hirano plays against Hong Kong's Zhu Chengzhu during a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Table tennis at the Paris Olympics has reached the knockout rounds for singles play, with men's and women's medals set to be handed out this weekend.
Felix Lebrun of France won again Thursday to book a spot in the semifinals. Kanak Jha became the first U.S. men's player to reach the quarterfinals, doing so in a tournament that has featured some surprises. World No. 1-ranked Wang Chuqin of China lost in the round of 32.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
Follow AP visual journalism: AP Images Blog, Instagram, Twitter
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            France's Alexandre Lacazette celebrates after scoring his side's first goal during the men's Group A soccer match between France and the United States at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            France's head coach Thierry Henry gestures from the sideline during the men's Group A soccer match between New Zealand and France at the Velodrome Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Argentina's Julian Alvarez gestures during the men's Group B soccer match agaisnt Ukraine at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            Coach Javier Mascherano of Argentina, right, talks with his player Nicolas Otamendi during a training session at Salif Keita Stadium ahead of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 21, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            France's head coach Thierry Henry, right, sings the national anthem before the start of the men's Group A soccer match between New Zealand and France, at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            France's Alexandre Lacazette (10) reacts after teammate Kiliann Sildillia scored a goal on Guinea's goalkeeper Soumaila Sylla, left, during a men's group A soccer match between Guinea and France at Nice Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nice, France. France won 1-0. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            France players celebrate after Alexandre Lacazette scored his side's first goal during the men's Group A soccer match between France and the United States at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            France's Alexandre Lacazette, second from left, celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's first goal during the men's Group A soccer match between France and the United States at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Coach Javier Mascherano of Argentina gestures during a training session at Salif Keita Stadium ahead of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 21, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Ukraine's Maksym Talovierov (4) chases Argentina's Julian Alvarez during a men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            Antoine Dupont of France, is lifted up by teammate Andy Timo of France as they celebrate after the end of the men's quarterfinal match Rugby Sevens between Argentina and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. France won the game 26-14. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            France's head coach Thierry Henry gestures from the sideline during the men's Group A soccer match between New Zealand and France at the Velodrome Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Argentina's Julian Alvarez gestures during the men's Group B soccer match agaisnt Ukraine at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            Coach Javier Mascherano of Argentina, right, talks with his player Nicolas Otamendi during a training session at Salif Keita Stadium ahead of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 21, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            France's head coach Thierry Henry, right, sings the national anthem before the start of the men's Group A soccer match between New Zealand and France, at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            France's Alexandre Lacazette (10) reacts after teammate Kiliann Sildillia scored a goal on Guinea's goalkeeper Soumaila Sylla, left, during a men's group A soccer match between Guinea and France at Nice Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nice, France. France won 1-0. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            France players celebrate after Alexandre Lacazette scored his side's first goal during the men's Group A soccer match between France and the United States at the Velodrome stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Coach Javier Mascherano of Argentina gestures during a training session at Salif Keita Stadium ahead of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 21, 2024, in Saint-Etienne, France. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo)
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            Ukraine's Maksym Talovierov (4) chases Argentina's Julian Alvarez during a men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            Antoine Dupont of France, is lifted up by teammate Andy Timo of France as they celebrate after the end of the men's quarterfinal match Rugby Sevens between Argentina and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. France won the game 26-14. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A racism scandal has heightened tension for the Olympic quarterfinal confrontation between bitter football rivals France and Argentina at the Paris Games on Friday.
There'll likely be booing at the venue in Bordeaux. 
The fallout from a video of Argentina players singing an offensive song about French players of African heritage as they celebrated their Copa America  victory last month has become political. 
The derogatory chants singled out France players of African heritage, from several countries, and holding a French passport.
The same chants -- by some Argentinian fans -- emerged before Lionel Messi's Argentina team beat France in the World Cup final in 2022. 
The French public has already used an Olympic venue to vent -- Argentina's men's rugby sevens players were raucously and constantly booed by a Stade de France crowd of 69,000 during a quarterfinal against the home team. That's extremely rare in rugby.

    


France's Olympic soccer coach Thierry Henry didn't want the fracas to take full focus during his pre-match news conference Thursday.
"I won't talk about that," said Henry, a member of France's 1998 World Cup-winning squad. "There's a desire to only talk about the match. It is important."




In the fallout from last month's video, the French soccer federation filed a complaint with soccer's world governing body, which investigated, and it reached political levels. Argentine President Javier Milei and French President Emmanuel Macron met in Paris, where they appeared to put aside the controversy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The national anthems, shortly before 9 p.m. on Friday night, will offer an indication whether fans have done the same.
Recent indications suggest otherwise.
Soccer rivalry 
The Olympic quarterfinal is a rematch French fans have been waiting for since Argentina's dramatic penalty shootout win in the 2022 World Cup final. 

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Because it's primarily an Under-23 tournament, the superstars of that World Cup final -- Messi and Kylian Mbappe -- won't be playing. Nor will Argentina's goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez, who carried a doll with Mbappe's face on it during an open top bus parade to celebrate the World Cup victory. That final in Qatar finished 3-3 after extra time with France rallying back with an Mbappe hat trick. 

    


This time, France appears to be the favorite.
For Henry's squad it has been a smooth path to the last eight with three wins and no goals conceded in Group A.
Still, he's wary.
"Another competition is starting, everything changes. One mistake and you're on the way out," said Henry, who is Black. Argentina is "a very good team: They have youth and experience in every department."
Things were relatively rocky at the Olympics for coach Javier Mascherano's Argentina in Group B. 
Their opening game against Morocco ended with a pitch invasion and objects launched onto the field by Morocco fans, after Argentina scored what it though was an equalizing goal 16 minutes into stoppage time. Only to have it ruled out nearly two hours later by VAR for an offside. To add to Argentina's frustrations, the team's Olympic training base was targeted by thieves before the match.

    


Goal threats
French veteran Alexandre Lacazette, who scored 19 league goals for Lyon last season, has formed a dangerous-looking attack with Jean-Philippe Mateta. They're well supported by Michael Olise, a recent signing by Bayern Munich.
Manchester City striker Julian Alvarez, who won the World Cup and the Copa America with Argentina, has started all three group games but is still looking for his first goal of the tournament.
The winner meets either Egypt or Paraguay in the semifinals on Monday. The Olympic gold medal match is scheduled for Aug. 9 in Paris. ___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-france-argentina-racism-d60172722edd3b9d976d7bc62b8c484f
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Gold medalist Katie Ledecky, of the United States, poses after the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France.(AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Silver medalist New Zealand's Hayden Wilde, left, gold medalist Britain's Alex Yee, center, and bronze medalist France's Leo Bergere, right, pose for a selfie with their medals during a medal ceremony for the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Silver medalist, Julie Derron, of Switzerland, left, gold medal winner, France's Cassandre Beaugrand, center, and bronze medal winner Britain's Beth Potter, right, pose for a selfie with their medals during a medal ceremony for the the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France.(AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            China's Chen Yuxi and Quan Hongchan bite their gold medal on the podium of the women's synchronised 10m platform diving final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Jin Lee Man)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The 2024 Olympics are underway. The United States led the medal standings after the fifth day of competition with host France second, but more winners will join the list every day from July 27-Aug. 11. See which countries lead the medal count and the highlights in today's schedule. Below is a list of all the medal winners, day by day.
Thursday, Aug. 1
CANOE SLAM
MEN'S SINGLE KAYAK
Gold: Giovanni De Gennaro, Italy
Silver: Titouan Castryck, France
Bronze: Pau Echaniz, Spain
JUDO
MEN'S -100KG
Gold: Zelym Kotsoiev, Azerbaijan
Silver: Ilia Sulamanidze, Georgia
Bronze: Peter Paltchik, Israel and Muzaffarbek Turoboyev, Uzbekistan
WOMEN'S -78KG
Gold: Alice Bellandi, Italy
Silver: Inbar Lanir, Israel
Bronze: Ma Zhenzhao, China and Patricia Sampaio, Portugal
ROWING
MEN'S DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Andrei-Sebastian Cornea and Marian Enache, Romania
Silver: Stef Broenink and Melvin Twellaar, Netherlands

    


Bronze: Philip Doyle and Daire Lynch, Ireland
WOMEN'S DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Brooke Francis and Lucy Spoors, Australia
Silver: Ancuta Bodnar and Simona Radis, Romania
Bronze: Mathilda Hodgkins Byrne and Rebecca Wilde, Britain
MEN'S FOUR
Gold: United States
Silver: New Zealand
Bronze: Britain
WOMEN'S FOUR
Gold: Netherlands




Silver: Britain
Bronze: New Zealand
SHOOTING
MEN'S 50M RIFLE 3 POSITIONS
Gold: Liu Yukun, China
Silver: Serhiy Kulish, Ukraine
Bronze: Swapnil Kusale, India
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S 20KM RACE WALK
Gold: Brian Pintado, Ecuador
Silver: Caio Bonfim, Brazil
Bronze: Alvaro Martin, Spain
WOMEN'S 20KM RACE WALK
Gold: Yang Jiayu, China

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Silver: Maria Perez, Spain
Bronze: Jemima Montag, Australia
Wednesday, July 31
GYMNASTICS
MEN'S ALL AROUND
Gold: Shinnosuke Oka, Japan
Silver: Zhang Boheng, China
Bronze: Xiao Ruoteng, China
CANOE
WOMEN'S SINGLE
Gold: Jessica Fox, Australia
Silver: Elena Lilik, Germany
Bronze: Evy Leibfarth, United States.
CYCLING
BMX FREESTYLE
WOMEN'S PARK
Gold: Deng Yawen, China
Silver: Perris Benegas, United States
Bronze: Natalya Diehm, Australia
MEN'S PARK
Gold: Jose Torres Gil, Argentina
Silver: Kieran Darren David Reilly, Britain

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Bronze: Anthony Jean Jean, France

    


DIVING
SYNCHRONIZED 10-METER PLATFORM
WOMEN
Gold: Chen Yuxi and Quan Hongchan, China
Silver: Jo Jin Mi and Kim Mi Rae, North Korea
Bronze: Andrea Spendolini Sirieix and Lois Toulson, Britain
FENCING
MEN'S SABRE TEAM
Gold: South Korea
Silver: Hungary
Bronze: France
JUDO
WOMEN'S 70KG
Gold: Barbara Matic, Croatia
Silver: Miriam Butkereit, Germany
Bronze: Michaela Polleres, Austria, and Gabriella Willems, Belgium
MEN'S 90KG Gold: Lasha Bekauri, Georgia
Silver: Sanshiro Murao, Japan
Bronze: Maxime-Gael Ngayap Hambou, France, and Theodoros Tselidis, Greece
ROWING
MEN'S QUADRUPLE SCULLS
Gold: Netherlands (Lennart van Lierop, Finn Florijn, Tone Wieten, Koen Metsemakers)
Silver: Italy (Luca Chiumento, Luca Rambaldi, Andrea Panizza, Giacomo Gentili)
Bronze: Poland (Dominik Czaja, Mateusz Biskup, Miroslaw Zietarski, Fabian Baranski)
WOMEN'S QUADRUPLE SCULLS
Gold: Britain (Lauren Henry, Hannah Scott, Lola Anderson, Georgina Brayshaw)
Silver: Netherlands (Laila Youssifou, Bente Paulis, Roos de Jong, Tessa Dullemans)
Bronze: Germany (Maren Voelz, Tabea Schendekehl, Leonie Menzel, Pia Greiten)
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M FREESTYLE
Gold: Sarah Sjoestroem, Sweden
Silver: Torri Huske, United States
Bronze: Siobhan Haughey, Hong Kong
WOMEN'S 1,500M FREESTYLE
Gold: Katie Ledecky, United States

    


Silver: Anastasiia Kirpichnikova, France
Bronze: Isabel Gose, Germany
MEN'S 100M FREESTYLE
Gold: Pan Zhanle, China
Silver: Kyle Chalmers, Australia
Bronze: David Popovici, Romania
MEN'S 200M BREASTSTROKE
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Zac Stubblety-Cook, Australia
Bronze: Caspar Corbeau, Netherlands
MEN'S 200M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Kristof Milak, Hungary
Bronze: Ilya Kharun, Canada
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S TRAP
Gold: Adriana Ruano, Guatemala
Silver: Silvana Maria Stanco, Italy
Bronze: Penny Smith, Australia
TRIATHLON
WOMEN
Gold: Cassandre Beaugrand, France
Silver: Julie Derron, Switzerland
Bronze: Beth Potter, Britain
MEN
Gold: Alex Yee, Britain
Silver: Hayden Wilde, New Zealand
Bronze: Leo Bergere, France
Tuesday, July 30
FENCING
WOMEN'S EPEE TEAM
Gold: Italy
Silver: France
Bronze: Poland
GYMNASTICS
WOMEN'S TEAM
Gold: United States
Silver: Italy
Bronze: Brazil
JUDO
WOMEN'S 63KG
Gold: Andreja Leski, Slovenia
Silver: Prisca Awiti Alcaraz, Mexico
Bronze: Clarisse Agbegnenou, France and Laura Fazliu, Kosovo
MEN'S 81KG
Gold: Takanori Nagase, Japan
Silver: Tato Grigalashvili, Georgia
Bronze: Lee Joon-hwan, South Korea and Somon Makhmadbekov, Tajikistan

    


RUGBY SEVENS
WOMEN'S
Gold: New Zealand
Silver: Canada
Bronze: United States
SHOOTING
MIXED TEAM 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Zorana Arunovic and Damir Mikec, Serbia
Silver: Sevval Ilayda Tarhan and Yusef Dikec, Turkey
Bronze: Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh, India
MEN'S TRAP
Gold: Nathan Hales, Britain
Silver: Qi Ying, China
Bronze: Jean Pierre Brol, Guatemala
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M BACKSTROKE
Gold: Kaylee McKeown, Australia
Silver: Regan Smith, United States
Bronze: Katharine Berkoff, United States
MEN'S 800M FREESTYLE
Gold: Daniel Wiffen, Ireland
Silver: Bobby Finke, United States
Bronze: Gregorio Paltrinieri, Italy
MEN'S 4x200M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: Britain
Silver: United States
Bronze: Australia
TABLE TENNIS
MIXED DOUBLES
Gold: Wang Chuqin and Sun Yingsha, China
Silver: Ri Jong-sik and Kim Kum-yong, North Korea
Bronze: Lim Jong-hoon and Shin Yu-bin, South Korea
Monday, July 29
ARCHERY
MEN'S TEAM

    


Gold: South Korea
Silver: France
Bronze: Turkey
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
MEN'S TEAM
Gold: Japan
Silver: China
Bronze: United States
CANOE SLALOM
MEN'S CANOE SINGLE
Gold: Nicolas Gestin, France
Silver: Adam Burgess, Britain
Bronze: Matej Benus, Slovakia
CYCLING MOUNTAIN BIKE
MEN'S CROSS-COUNTRY
Gold: Tom Pidcock, Britain
Silver: Victor Koretzky, France
Bronze: Alan Hatherly, South Africa
DIVING
MEN'S SYNCHRONIZED 10M PLATFORM
Gold: Lian Junjie and Yang Hao, China
Silver: Tom Daley and Noah Williams, Britain
Bronze: Rylan Wiens and Nathan Zsombor-Murray, Canada
EQUESTRIAN
EVENTING TEAM
Gold: Britain
Silver: France
Bronze: Japan
FENCING
WOMEN'S SABER INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Manon Apithy-Brunet, France
Silver: Sara Balzer, France
Bronze: Olga Kharlan, Ukraine
MEN'S FOIL INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Cheung Ka Long, Hong Kong
Silver: Filippo Macchi, Italy
Bronze: Nick Itkin, United States
JUDO
WOMEN'S 57KG
Gold: Christa Deguchi, Canada
Silver: Mimi Huh, South Korea
Bronze: Sarah Leonie Cysique, France and Haruka Funakubo, Japan
MEN'S 73KG
Gold: Hidayat Heydarov, Azerbaijan
Silver: Joan-Benjamin Gaba, France
Bronze: Soichi Hashimoto, Japan and Adil Osmanov, Moldova
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 10M AIR RIFLE
Gold: Ban Hyo-jin, South Korea
Silver: Huang Yuting, China
Bronze: Audrey Gogniat, Switzerland
MEN'S 10M AIR RIFLE
Gold: Sheng Lihao, China
Silver: Victor Lindgren, Sweden
Bronze: Miran Maricic, Croatia
SKATEBOARDING
Gold: Yuto Horigome, Japan
Silver: Jagger Eaton, United States
Bronze: Nyjah Huston, United States
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M BREASTSTROKE
Gold: Tatjana Smith, South Africa
Silver: Tang Qianting, China
Bronze: Mona McSharry, Ireland
WOMEN'S 200M FREESTYLE
Gold: Mollie O'Callaghan, Australia
Silver: Ariarne Titmus, Australia
Bronze: Siobhan Bernadette Haughey, Hong Kong
WOMEN'S 400M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Silver: Katie Grimes, United States
Bronze: Emma Weyant, United States
MEN'S 100M BACKSTROKE
Gold: Thomas Ceccon, Italy
Silver: Xu Jiayu, China
Bronze: Ryan Murphy, United States
MEN'S 200M FREESTYLE
Gold: David Popovici, Romania
Silver: Matthew Richards, Britain
Bronze: Luke Hobson, United States
Sunday, July 28
ARCHERY
WOMEN'S TEAM
Gold: South Korea
Silver: China
Bronze: Mexico
CANOE SLALOM
WOMEN'S KAYAK SINGLE
Gold: Jessica Fox, Australia
Silver: Klaudia Zwolinska, Poland
Bronze: Kimberley Woods, Britain
CYCLING MOUNTAIN BIKE
WOMEN'S CROSS-COUNTRY
Gold: Pauline Ferrand-Prevot, France
Silver: Haley Batten, United States
Bronze: Jenny Rissveds, Sweden
FENCING
WOMEN'S FOIL INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Lee Kiefer, United States
Silver: Lauren Scruggs, United States
Bronze: Eleanor Harvey, Canada
JUDO
WOMEN'S 52KG
Gold: Diyora Keldiyorova, Uzbekistan
Silver: Distria Krasniqi, Kosovo
Bronze: Larissa Pimenta, Brazil and Amandine Buchard, France
MEN'S 66KG
Gold: Hifumi Abe, Japan
Silver: Willian Lima, Brazil
Bronze: Gusman Kyrgyzbayev, Kazakhstan and Denis Vieru, Moldova
SHOOTING
MEN'S 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Xie Yu, China
Silver: Federico Nilo Maldini, Italy
Bronze: Paolo Monna, Italy
SWIMMING
MEN'S 400M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Tomoyuki Matsushita, Japan
Bronze: Carson Foster, United States
WOMEN'S 100M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Torri Huske, United States
Silver: Gretchen Walsh, United States
Bronze: Zhang Yufei, China
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Oh Ye-jin, South Korea
Silver: Kim Ye-ji, South Korea
Bronze: Manu Bhaker, India
SKATEBOARDING
WOMEN'S STREET
Gold: Coco Yoshizawa, Japan
Silver: Liz Akama, Japan
Bronze: Rayssa Leal, Brazil
Saturday, July 27
CYCLING
MEN'S INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL
Gold: Remco Evenepoel, Belgium
Silver: Filippo Ganna, Italy
Bronze: Wout van Aert, Belgium
WOMEN'S INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL
Gold: Grace Brown, Australia
Silver: Anna Henderson, Britain
Bronze: Chloe Dygert, United States
DIVING
WOMEN'S SYNCHRONIZED 3M SPRINGBOARD
Gold: Chang Yani and Chen Yiwen, China
Silver: Sarah Bacon and Kassidy Cook, United States
Bronze: Yasmin Harper and Scarlett Mew Jensen, Britain
FENCING
WOMEN'S EPEE INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Vivian Kong, Hong Kong
Silver: Auriane Mallo-Breton, France
Bronze: Eszter Muhari, Hungary
MEN'S SABER INDIVIDUAL
Bronze: Luigi Samele, Italy
JUDO
WOMEN 48KG
Gold: Natsumi Tsunoda, Japan
Silver: Baasankhuu Bavuudori, Mongolia
Bronze: Shirine Boukli, France, and Tara Babulfath, Sweden
MEN 60KG
Gold: Yeldos Smetov, Kazakhstan
Silver: Luka Mkheidze, France
Bronze: Ryuju Nagayama, Japan and Francisco Garrigos, Spain
RUGBY SEVENS
Gold: France
Silver: Fiji
Bronze: South Africa
SHOOTING
10M AIR RIFLE MIXED TEAM
Gold: Huang Yuting and Sheng Lihao, China
Silver: Keum Ji-hyeon and Park Ha-jun, South Korea
Bronze: Alexandra Le and Islam Satpayev, Kazakhstan
SWIMMING
MEN'S 400M FREESTYLE
Gold: Lukas Maertens, Germany
Silver: Elijah Winnington, Australia
Bronze: Kim Woo-min, South Korea
MEN'S 4X100M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: United States
Silver: Australia
Bronze: Italy
WOMEN'S 400M FREESTYLE
Gold: Ariarne Titmus, Australia
Silver: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Bronze: Katie Ledecky, United States
WOMEN'S 4X100M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: Australia
Silver: United States
Bronze: China
> See other events still in progress
___
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                                        Jonathan Wheatley will leave his role as sporting director of Red Bull to become team principal of the Audi Formula 1 team.
The 57-year-old Wheatley has been with Red Bull for 18 years. The team said on Thursday he'll finish out this season before sitting out 2025. He'll than take over Audi when it begins racing in 2026.
"I am extremely proud to have been a part of the Red Bull Racing journey," Wheatley said. "However, the opportunity to play an active part in Audi's entry into Formula 1 as head of a factory team is a uniquely exciting prospect, and I am looking forward to the challenge."
Wheatley will work alongside former Ferrari team principal Matteo Binotto, who was recently hired by Audi to lead its F1 project.
"I have known Jonathan for many years and rate him highly as an experienced and committed motorsport expert," Binotto said. "I'm looking forward to setting up the new racing team for Audi along with Jonathan and leading it to success."

    


Both will report to Audi CEO Gernot Dollner.
Earlier Thursday, Red Bull announced Wheatley's departure, with team principal Christian Horner wishing him well.




"It has been a long and successful relationship with Jonathan, over 18 years," Horner said. "His contribution to six world constructors' titles and seven world drivers' championships, first as team manager and latterly sporting director, will forever be a marker in our team history."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

German automaker Audi reached an agreement in March for a full takeover of the Sauber team ahead of its entry as a full F1 constructor in 2026. Driver Nico Hulkenberg will join Sauber from Haas at the end of the year, giving the team a German presence on the grid when it rebrands to Audi.
Red Bull leads the constructor standings this season with 408 points while Sauber sits last without a point. Red Bull's Max Verstappen tops the driver's standings as he chases a fourth consecutive world title. 

    


But things are changing within Red Bull's longstanding structure: Wheatley is the second key figure to be leaving ahead of F1's rule changes in 2026.
Adrian Newey, the designer who joined in 2006 and became a pivotal figure, will step down early next year.
___
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                    Tampa Bay Buccaneers tackle Tristan Wirfs (78) laughs with fellow tackle Luke Goedeke during an NFL football training camp practice Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Christopher O'Meara)
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                                        Tampa Bay's Tristan Wirfs became the highest-paid offensive lineman in NFL history after agreeing Thursday to a five-year, $140.63 million contract extension.
The deal, which runs through 2029, surpasses extensions signed this year by Minnesota's Christian Darrisaw (four years, $113 million) and Detroit's Penei Sewell (four years, $112 million).
ESPN reported it includes $88.24 million guaranteed.
Wirfs was the 13th overall pick in the 2020 draft, became an immediate starter at right tackle and helped the Tom Brady-led Bucs win the Super Bowl as a rookie.
He was a first-time All-Pro in 2021 and has made the past three Pro Bowls, including last season when he made a smooth transition from right to left tackle.
The 25-year-old Wirfs attended mandatory minicamp in June, although he didn't risk injury by joining teammates in practice. In a show of good faith, the 6-foot-5, 320-pound lineman reported to training camp on time while contract talks continued.

    


Earlier this week, Wirfs said teammates had been supportive throughout the process.
"Everyone's had my back this whole time. There's no bad blood anywhere," Wirfs said. "But I was like, I've got to be out here with the guys, I've got to do something."




Wirfs, who's started 63 regular-season and eight playoff games over the past four years, was scheduled to earn $18.24 million this fall under the fifth-year option of his rookie contract.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The deal Thursday caps a busy offseason in which the Bucs spent generously to retain the core of a roster that has won three straight NFC South championships and made four consecutive playoff appearances.
In addition to making Wirfs the league's highest-paid offensive lineman, the club re-signed quarterback Baker Mayfield (three years, $100 million), franchise career receiving leader Mike Evans (two years, $41 million) and All-Pro safety Antoine Winfield Jr. (four years, $84 million).
___
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            United States' Michael Grady, Nick Mead, Liam Corrigan and Justin Best celebrate gold in the men's four final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            United States' Michael Grady, Nick Mead, Liam Corrigan and Justin Best compete in the men's four final near New Zealand's Tom Murray, Logan Ullrich, Matt MacDonald and Ollie MacLean, front, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            United States' Michael Grady, Nick Mead, Liam Corrigan and Justin Best celebrate their gold medal in the men's four final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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                                        VAIRES-SUR-MARNE, France (AP) -- When Liam Corrigan yelled out "red!" entering the final stages of the regatta, the rest of the American crew knew it was time to go hard.
They all gave it an extra push, picking up the pace just in time to fend off an attack from their rivals and secure the United States its first rowing gold medal in the men's four class since 1960. It also was the first rowing gold for the U.S. at the Paris Olympics.
Corrigan, Justin Best, Michael Grady and Nick Mead won the elusive gold on Thursday by beating out New Zealand and defending world champion Britain.
"When you make that call, 'red!,' you see 'red,'" Best said. "You put your bowball out in front, some of the bigger strokes that you take in the race. Liam made that call 'red!' and I went with him, and I know Nick went and I could see Brady going because he's right in front of me.

    


"That was enough to kind of like double that move and take us into our sprint," he said. "So it was pretty flawless execution on the call. And we trusted each other to all make that move together. And it was effective."
The last time the U.S. men's four had stood on the Olympic podium was in 2012 in London, where it won bronze.




All four Americans who got the gold on Thursday were at the Tokyo Games three years ago but left without any medals. Best, Mead and Corrigan finished fourth in the eight class and Grady finished fifth in the four.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The four rowers have been together since last season, winning silver at the world championships last year and gold at the world cup race in Lucerne earlier this year.
"It's literally unbelievable," Corrigan said. "I crossed the line, I thought I was going to have some kind of celebration, but I was just in disbelief, like my hands were on my head. It was just crazy."
In the men's double sculls, Ben Davison and Sorin Koszyk came up short of a medal, finishing fourth.
___
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain celebrates a point against Tommy Paul, of United States during their men's quarter-final match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Alexander Zverev of Germany in their men's singles quarterfinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Alexander Zverev of Germany cools his head with ice during a break as he plays against Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their men's singles quarterfinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Tommy Paul, of United States returns the ball against Carlos Alcaraz of Spain during their men's quarter-final match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain celebrates a point against Tommy Paul, of United States during their men's quarter-final match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Alexander Zverev of Germany pulls his shirt after losing a point to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their men's singles quarterfinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Alexander Zverev of Germany in their men's singles quarterfinals match, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug.1, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Carlos Alcaraz became the youngest man to reach the singles semifinals at a Summer Games since Novak Djokovic in 2008 by getting past Tommy Paul of the U.S. 6-3, 7-6 (7) at the Paris Olympics on Thursday.
In another quarterfinal, Tokyo Games gold medalist Alexander Zverev of Germany lost to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy 7-5, 7-5.
Alcaraz is a 21-year-old Spaniard who is just a few days older than Djokovic was when he took home a bronze for Serbia 16 years ago in Beijing.
This is only the latest in a series of "youngest since" or "youngest ever" achievements for Alcaraz, who is coming off titles at the French Open -- which is held at Roland Garros, the same facility being used for the 2024 Paris Games -- in June and at Wimbledon in July.
Those trophies raised his Grand Slam trophy count to four. As it is, he was the youngest man with a major championship on hard, grass and clay courts. In 2022, he became the first teenager to reach No. 1 in the ATP rankings, getting there after winning the U.S. Open.

    


And so on.
In the semifinals Friday, Alcaraz will take on three-time major runner-up Casper Ruud of Norway or Felix Auger-Aliassime of Canada. Their quarterfinal was later Thursday, as was the one between the 37-year-old Djokovic and Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece. Djokovic vs. Tsitsipas is a rematch of the 2021 French Open final that Djokovic won in five sets after dropping the first two, and whoever comes out on top this time will take on Musetti.




Alcaraz and Paul, whose best showing at a major was a semifinal run at the 2023 Australian Open, are developing a bit of a rivalry. Alcaraz is now 5-2 head-to-head, which includes defeating Paul a few weeks ago in the Wimbledon quarterfinals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This one could have become a lot more complicated.
Paul nearly pushed the match to a third set.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


He served for the second at 5-3 and got within two points of taking it a couple of times there, but couldn't get closer, including missing a volley off a dipping cross-court passing shot by Alcaraz, then pushing a backhand long. Alcaraz eventually broke with an on-the-run forehand passing winner after Paul smacked a terrific forehand approach shot to a corner.

    


The crowd went wild. Alcaraz pointed his right index finger to his ear, then raised that fist.
In the tiebreaker, Paul earned a set point at 7-6, and he conjured up a drop half-volley that Alcaraz sprinted to, then slid, and guided a down-the-line backhand that went off the edge of Paul's racket frame and toward the stands. Again, Alcaraz gestured as the spectators roared.
On Alcaraz's second match point, Paul yanked a forehand wide, and that was that.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            New York Jets' Tarik Cohen speaks to reporters after a practice at the NFL football team's training facility in Florham Park, N.J., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Running back and return specialist Tarik Cohen has informed the New York Jets he's ending his comeback bid and will retire from playing football, according to a person with knowledge of the decision.
The surprising move Thursday came two days after the 29-year-old Cohen told reporters he felt healthy and was looking forward to playing after not appearing in a regular-season game since 2020 because of injuries.
The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because the team had not announced Cohen's decision. ESPN first reported Cohen told the team he was retiring.
Cohen was one of the league's most dynamic players during his first four NFL seasons with Chicago. He was selected an All-Pro as a kick return specialist in 2018 and made the Pro Bowl. He broke his right leg and tore his ACL and MCL in 2020 and missed that season and the following season. In May 2022, Cohen was live-streaming a workout on Instagram when he tore an Achilles tendon and missed that entire season.

    


He joked Tuesday he "let myself get fat" while he was sidelined and was prompted to get back in shape after receiving an unflattering photo from a friend. Cohen was with Carolina last year, but spent most of the season on injured reserve with a hamstring injury and was released by the Panthers on May 10.




The Jets signed him a few weeks later and he was in a competition to be a backup running back and help return punts and kickoffs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It just makes you double down every day," Cohen said Tuesday. "Like, you just think about the difference, what you would be doing or what I was doing two years ago on this day. I get a popup on my phone -- you know, iPhone got all the memories popping up -- so you'll just see what you were doing. And I was at home fat.
"So I just see now, it's just like, man, I was fat, but now I'm running routes out here. So it's just a blessing."
Cohen rushed for 1,101 yards and five touchdowns and had 209 catches for 1,575 yards and nine scores in four seasons with Chicago. He also returned one punt for a TD.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- For Sharon Firisua of the Solomon Islands, the Olympics are not a marathon, they're a sprint. 
In a turn of events that could only happen here, the Solomon Islands placed the 30-year-old marathon runner into its lone spot in the women's 100 meters. On Friday, the preliminary heat of the Olympics will mark Firisua's first -- and probably last -- 100-meter race. 
Firisua finished 72nd in the marathon at the Tokyo Games and was hoping to make Paris her third Olympic marathon.
When she didn't qualify, her country's Olympic officials decided to award her the wild-card spot they had been granted. Those spots are usually reserved for small countries as a way of providing their athletes a chance to compete in the big time, even if they don't meet the needed qualifying standard.
When approached with the opportunity, the country's officials were told the 100 was the only race that had room, and they should pick a runner to join a field that includes Sha'Carri Richardson, Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce and a few dozen of the world's best sprinters. 

    


All of which seemed like a fun little story -- one that will end about three hours and 42,000 meters short of Firisua's typical race -- except not everyone is pleased.




Top on that list is the country's best sprinter, Jovita Arunia, who did not qualify for the event and was not given this spot.
"We're the (actual) sprinters ... I don't know what went wrong, it's unbelievable," she told Australia's ABC News.
Arunia said she is considering quitting the sport.
"I will not compete anymore because of what they did," she said.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Cody Rhodes celebrates after winning the Undisputed WWE universal championship match during WrestleMania 40 in Philadelphia, on April 7, 2024. WWE is gearing up for 2024's SummerSlam where Rhodes will be facing off against Solo Sikoa. (Monica Herdon/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP, File)
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                                        Just days away, WWE is gearing up for this year's SummerSlam, which promises to bring lots of action - and sponsorships. The live event will have 12 total sponsors and six sponsorships for matches, both records for a non-WrestleMania premium live event.
Sponsorship revenue is also booming, surging more than 60% compared with last year's SummerSlam, according to the sports entertainment company.
That SummerSlam, held at Ford Field in Detroit, brought in $7 million in sponsorship revenue, up 23% compared with 2022. 
This year's SummerSlam, which will include Cody Rhodes facing off against Solo Sikoa, will be held on Saturday at the Cleveland Browns Stadium. Among those with a match sponsorship will be Slim Jim meat snacks, which is in the second year of its partnership with WWE. Slim Jim will also receive match sponsorships at four future WWE premium live events. 

    


Wingstop, a restaurant chain, will serve as a presenting partner for the event. Wingstop's partnership includes two corner mat signage placements, which is the first time in WWE's history that the ring canvas will feature this exclusive branding. 




Other SummerSlam sponsors will include C4, Manscaped, Wheatley, Mike's Hard Lemonade, Riot Games, Verizon Straight Talk and Prime, the beverage brand of YouTube stars Logan Paul and KSI that struck a deal with WWE in March. 
"SummerSlam has become a premier destination for brands craving engagement and exposure to large, loyal audiences during the summer months," Grant Norris-Jones, executive vice president and head of global partnerships for TKO, said in a statement. "Like WrestleMania, SummerSlam continues to grow in scale and popularity, allowing our partners to activate in new and unique ways across multiple mediums." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Randal Konik of Jefferies said in a recent analyst note that there seems to be ample opportunity for management at WWE's parent company TKO Group to drive significant sponsorship growth for WWE over the next several years. 

    


"Given management's success with driving significant sponsorship growth at the UFC, we would expect them to leverage a similar playbook to capitalize upon the growing sponsorship opportunity available to them at the WWE," he wrote. 
While WWE recently added ring mat sponsorship with Prime, Konik noted that the company has also added digital screens to the corners of the ring, giving it more opportunities to boost brand visibility. 
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Lee Kiefer was the standout as the United States beat Canada 45-31 in their women's team foil fencing semifinal to guarantee at least a silver medal at the Paris Olympics on Thursday.
Two-time individual gold medalist Kiefer, silver medalist Lauren Scruggs and Jacqueline Dubrovich will face Italy in the final later Thursday after the Italians beat Japan 45-39. 
Italy's team of Alice Volpi, Arianna Errigo and Martina Favaretto is seeded first and the U.S. second in the bracket.
Kiefer went a combined 23-12 in her three matchups, including 13-4 against 16-year-old Canadian Yunjia Zhang when the U.S. had been four points down. 
The U.S. already has three fencing medals -- one of each color -- so far at the Paris Olympics and now has a chance to win two gold medals in fencing at the same Olympics for the first time, as well as a first-ever team gold for the U.S. 

    


An American fencer, Albertson Van Zo Post, won two gold medals at the 1904 St. Louis Games but one of those was a team event in which he competed alongside two Cuban fencers. That medal is officially considered a "mixed team" win, not a U.S. gold.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Members of the Australia team celebrate from the bench after Australia scored during a women's basketball game against Canada at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Members of team Canada celebrate from the bench during a women's basketball game against Australia at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Canada's Sami Hill, left, shoots as Australia's Alanna Smith defends during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Canada head coach Victor Lapena gestures to his team during a women's basketball game against Australia at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Japan's Saki Hayashi, right, shoots as Germany's Marie Guelich defends during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Japan's Nanaka Todo, left, takes the ball as Germany's Leonie Fiebich falls during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Japan head coach Toru Onzuka gestures during a women's basketball game against Germany at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Canada's Sami Hill, left, shoots as Australia's Alanna Smith defends during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 12

                                    
                                    Germany head coach Lisa Thomaidis gestures during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            Japan's Saki Hayashi, right, shoots as Germany's Marie Guelich defends during a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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                                        VILLENEUVE-D'ASCQ, France (AP) -- Sami Whitcomb scored 19 points as Australia rebounded from a surprising opening loss in the Olympic women's basketball tournament and pushed Canada to the brink of elimination with a 70-65 victory Thursday in group play.
Canada, ranked fifth in the world, now must root for host France to beat Nigeria later Thursday to keep its hopes alive to reach the elimination round in Paris. The Canadians conclude group play Sunday against Nigeria.
Australia also came in needing a win, or a France victory over Nigeria could have eliminated the Opals with a game left in pool play. Australia reached the quarterfinals three years ago only to lose to the U.S. in the Tokyo Games.
Germany continued its dazzling Olympic debut by beating Japan 75-64 on Thursday to clinch a spot in Paris for the quarterfinals. Spain and Serbia grabbed the first quarterfinal berths with wins Wednesday.

    


France also can clinch its group and a quarterfinal berth with a win over Nigeria. The African nation has its own hopes of qualifying, needing both a win and an Australia victory over Canada.
The U.S., chasing an unprecedented eighth straight Olympic gold medal, needs only to beat Belgium in Thursday's finale to book its spot in Paris.




Canada's best Olympic finish came in 1984 at fourth. Australia came in ranked third in the world for its 10th Olympics berth but lost forward Bec Allen to another ankle injury last week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Steph Talbot, Marianna Tolo and Cayla George each added 11 points for the Opals. Ezi Magbegor had 10.
Bridget Carleton led Canada with 19 points. Kia Nurse had 12, and Kayla Alexander added 10.
The Canadians scored the first five points, a lead that didn't last. Australia led 18-16 after the first quarter and 38-32 at halftime.
Syla Swords, set to play college basketball at Michigan, drove to the basket for a layup that pulled the Canadians within 46-44. But Isobel Borlase answered with a floater, and Tolo's layup in the final seconds put the Opals up 51-44 going into the fourth.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


They led by as many as 13 in finishing off a much-needed win.

    


Germany 75, Japan 64
Satou Sabally scored 23 of her 33 points in the first half to help Germany clinch its spot in Paris. Her sister, Nyara, didn't play, with the WNBA's New York Liberty forward in the concussion protocol after being helped off the court in the Germans' opening win.
Satou Sabally, a forward for the WNBA's Dallas Wings, handled her absence easily, tying for the eighth-most points in an Olympic game.
Japan tied it at 44 on a 3-pointer by Maki Takada with 8:22 left in the third quarter, then Leonie Fiebich scored inside to put Germany ahead to stay. Germany finished the third on a 15-5 run for a 59-49 lead going into the fourth. It led by as many as 12 to remain undefeated in pool play.
Alexis Peterson added 11 points for Germany, and Luisa Geiselsoder had 10 points and 10 rebounds.
Japan, which won silver at the 2021 Tokyo Games, will need a win and some help Sunday wrapping up against Belgium to grab one of the final two quarterfinal spots. Germany concludes pool play against the U.S.
Takada led Japan with 15, Saori Miyazaki had 13 and Saki Hayashi 11.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    Boston Red Sox's Rafael Devers, left, celebrates after his game-winning RBI double, which drove in Tyler O'Neill, during the 10th inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Boston. At right is Boston Red Sox shortstop Romy Gonzalez. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Venu Sports -- the sports streaming platform planned by ESPN, Fox and Warner Bros. Discovery -- will be available for $42.99 per month with its planned launch in the fall.
The streaming service's launch price was announced on Thursday. Besides a seven-day free trial, those who sign up could receive it for the same price for 12 months with the ability to cancel at any time.
Venu (pronounced "venue") Sports is being considered by some to be the equivalent of Hulu for sports. It will include games from the NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL, WNBA, NASCAR and college sports, as well as golf, tennis and soccer. Besides games, there will be studio shows, pre- and post-game programming and access to ESPN's 30 for 30 library, ESPN Films and documentaries from Fox Sports Films.
The platform includes offerings from 14 linear networks -- ESPN, ESPN2, ESPNU, SEC Network, ACC Network, ESPNEWS, ABC, FOX, FS1, FS2, Big Ten Network, TNT, TBS, truTV -- as well as ESPN+.

    


Subscribers would have the ability to bundle the product with Disney+, Hulu and/or Max.
"We will launch at a compelling price point that will appeal to the cord cutter and cord never fans currently not served by existing pay TV packages," Venu Sports CEO Pete Distad said in a statement.




ESPN, Fox and Warner Bros. Discovery announced their plans to offer a sports streaming service on Feb. 6. The three companies will each share one-third ownership in the joint venture. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Venu Sports still has many hurdles to clear, including regulatory approval, before it launches. 
FuboTV filed an antitrust lawsuit shortly after the joint venture was announced. In its filing, FuboTV said it has tried for years to offer a sports-only streaming service but has been prevented because ESPN, Fox and Warner Bros. Discovery have imposed bundling requirements.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            Spain head coach Sergio Scariolo gestures in a men's basketball game against Greece at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Spain head coach Sergio Scariolo gestures during a game against Australia in a men's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024 in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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                                        VILLENEUVE-D'ASCQ, France (AP) -- Jordi Fernandez was born in Spain, raised in Spain, learned basketball in Spain, even started his coaching career as a teenager in Spain.
And on Friday, he could eliminate Spain from the men's tournament at the Paris Olympics.
For a few weeks this summer, Fernandez -- the coach of the Brooklyn Nets -- is playing the role of a proud Canadian, and understandably so. He coached Canada to a bronze medal at last year's World Cup and already has the team locked into a quarterfinal spot at the Paris Games, regardless of what happens in its group-play finale against Spain. If all that wasn't enough, Spain is coached by Sergio Scariolo, one of Fernandez's mentors and idols.
"It's just another game for me," Fernandez said of facing his homeland. "I bleed Canadian and I'm all for Canada. Those are the interests of my people right now. Obviously, I have a lot of respect for Spain. I know the coach well. I know the program. They're awesome. Great people. But at the end of the day, they're the rival and, you know, we're playing here at the Olympics to make all the Canadians proud of the way we play."

    


It's not necessarily a must-win for Spain, but a loss -- depending on other results -- could keep it from advancing to Paris for next week's knockout stage. Canada will find out on Saturday night which team it'll meet in Tuesday's quarterfinals.




It's also a similar situation to last summer's World Cup, where Canada beat Spain 88-85 in the second-round finale and eliminated the 2019 champions from the quarterfinals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Congratulations to Canada, to their players, to coach Jordi, to the federation," Scariolo said after that game. "I know how much of a commitment and dedication they put into this effort to rebuild their program. Now they have a high-level team, and they can enjoy the fruits of those seeds."

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


This is not unusual, with bloodlines leading to blurred lines in international play. It's not new. either. Del Harris, born and raised in Indiana, coached China in the 2004 Olympics, consulted for Canada in the 1994 World Games and coached Puerto Rico's national team to a Centrobasket gold medal 50 years ago. And he's one of many coaches to be born in one country and wind up coaching for another -- or many others.

    


Consider the all-over-the-world lineup of coaches in this Olympic basketball tournament. Australia coach Brian Goorjian was born in California and played at Pepperdine. Germany coach Gordie Herbert was born in Canada and holds Finnish citizenship. Japan coach Tom Hovasse and South Sudan coach Royal Ivey are both Americans. Brazil coach Aleksandar Petrovic is a Croatian basketball legend. And Scariolo, one of the world's most accomplished international coaches for Spain, where he is beloved, is an Italian -- with ties to Canada, too, since he was part of the coaching staff for the Toronto Raptors when they won the 2019 NBA title.
There will be Spanish flags and Canadian flags in the stands on Friday, and there will even be some Spaniards in the stands rooting for Canada -- Fernandez's parents are at the Olympics, along with his wife, his children and some longtime friends from his Spanish hometown.
"Right now, the only thing we see is a rival in front of us and that's what I see myself," Fernandez said. "Like I said, with a lot of respect, we're going to do our best."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-jordi-fernandez-canada-spain-1302f4c2bbaa342c6eb4a76bc36538c8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Biggest, most diverse fleet in Olympic sailing gets ready to hit the water | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biggest, most diverse fleet in Olympic sailing gets ready to hit the water

    Biggest, most diverse fleet in Olympic sailing gets ready to hit the water

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 11 | 
            Matt Wearn, of Australia, poses for a portrait before men's dinghy practice at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Michael Beckett of Britain and Pavlos Kontides of Cyprus round a mark during an ILCA 7 dinghy class practice race at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Hannah Snellgrove of Britain sails upwind during an ILCA 6 dinghy class practice, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Emma Plasschaert of Belgium hikes during ILCA 6 dinghy class practice during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Peru's Stefano Peschiera Loret de Mola sails during practice in the men's dinghy event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The ILCA 7 dinghy class fleet lines up for a start during a practice race at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. Seen from left, Aly Nabil Ahmed (Aly Badawy) of Egypt, Omer Vered Vilenchik of Israel, Karl-Martin Rammo of Estonia, Karl-Martin Rammo of Estonia, Duko Bos of the Netherlands, and Michael Beckett of Britain. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Michael Beckett of Britain and Jeemin Ha of South Korea lead part of the ILCA 7 dinghy class to a mark during a practice race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Matt Wearn, of Australia, poses for a portrait before men's dinghy practice at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Viliame Ratulu of Fiji competes in a men's dinghy race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Thad Lettsome of the British Virgin Islands, foreground, competes in a men's dinghy race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. . (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Hannah Snellgrove of Britain sails upwind during an ILCA 6 dinghy class practice, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Emma Plasschaert of Belgium hikes during ILCA 6 dinghy class practice during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Peru's Stefano Peschiera Loret de Mola sails during practice in the men's dinghy event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The ILCA 7 dinghy class fleet lines up for a start during a practice race at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. Seen from left, Aly Nabil Ahmed (Aly Badawy) of Egypt, Omer Vered Vilenchik of Israel, Karl-Martin Rammo of Estonia, Karl-Martin Rammo of Estonia, Duko Bos of the Netherlands, and Michael Beckett of Britain. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Michael Beckett of Britain and Jeemin Ha of South Korea lead part of the ILCA 7 dinghy class to a mark during a practice race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Matt Wearn, of Australia, poses for a portrait before men's dinghy practice at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Viliame Ratulu of Fiji competes in a men's dinghy race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Thad Lettsome of the British Virgin Islands, foreground, competes in a men's dinghy race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Marseille, France. . (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- The biggest and most diverse fleet of the 2024 Olympics' sailing events, the one-person dinghy, is scheduled to hit the water Thursday in sweltering Marseille.
The small, white-sailed boats -- formerly known as lasers, now called ILCA 6 for women and ILCA 7 for men -- go slower, sail deeper into the water and have a less spectacular design than many other vessels in the Olympic marina.
But to the sailors who race them, they are the purest form of the sport.
"It's very pure and it's very close -- you've got to work for every inch," said Matt Wearn, 28, of Australia. "You're not looking to win by a mile, you're looking to win by a meter."
Wearn is seeking to defend the gold he won in the event in the Tokyo Games -- and so is Anne-Marie Rindom of Denmark, 33, who in addition to a gold from Tokyo has a bronze from Rio de Janeiro and first competed in the London Games in 2012.

    


"It's all about the sailor in the boat," said Rindom, whose parents first took her sailing when she was 2 weeks old. She competed in her first regatta at age 9.
In this class, boats are provided to Olympians only about a week before the Games, leveling the playing field. That makes consistently nailing the smallest tactical detail -- an inch of advantage at the starting line, catching a sudden wave to surf ahead, balancing for the additional weight of branding stickers on the sail -- the key to medal.




"All these little accuracies make a huge difference," said Micky Beckett, 29, of Britain. "Being on top of your mental game is absolutely everything."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's also because the boats are so versatile and "basically unsinkable," in Beckett's words, that they can -- and do -- sail in any kind of weather, for hourlong regattas.
Not that physical strength is negligible. In big swells, with spray coming straight at the athletes' bodies, races can be "quite battering, like being thrown into a washing machine and spat out the other side," Wearn said. So far in Marseille, the challenge has been the opposite: very low winds under a scorching sun, which can also be draining.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


The boats are relatively inexpensive to buy and transport, designed to fit the top of a car. So they're the star of World Sailing's development program, which aims to support athletes from nations without long histories in Olympic sailing, from El Salvador to Fiji to Mozambique.

    


"It's cool to see it's not always the same five nations," said Nethra Kumanan, 26, of India, who qualified for the Games in the ILCA 6 at the so-called last-chance regatta under the program. "We hope we can give them a fight."
And a fight it is, because the event features almost twice as many boats as the other sailing categories -- more than 80.
"It's the hardest to win, it's very equal," said Tom Saunders, 32, of New Zealand, whose brother also was an Olympic sailor but in the two-person boats.
"It feels like it's not over till the very end," echoed Maud Jayet, 28, of Switzerland, who learned sailing on Alpine lakes and competed in the Tokyo Games.

    


Like her and most sailors in this category, Marit Bouwmeester, 36, of the Netherlands, enjoys shouldering all the responsibility alone for racing strategy, unlike in two-person boats.
Her tactics have been paying off -- she's medaled in the last three Olympics, snagging silver in London, gold in Rio and bronze in Tokyo. In Marseille, however, she's trying something new -- competing as the mother of a 2-year-old daughter.
"It's a challenge to do motherhood and top sports," Bouwmeester said, especially to find the time to train hard and then recover, but there's also a mental advantage. "If I have a bad day, I can go back to being a mother."
Pavlos Kontides, 34 and the first athlete from Cyprus to win a medal -- for the then-laser in 2012 -- is coming back for his fifth Olympics, also with a toddler in tow who changed his perspective about the relative importance of medals. Not that he doesn't want one.
"The fire is burning," he said. "When you're on a boat, you're in a different world. You have your own reality on the sea."

    


Independence, simplicity, accessibility -- for many athletes, that's what Olympic dinghies represent.
Having started sailing by his village in West Wales when he was 5, Beckett says he's still grateful for his parents' sacrifices driving all around the U.K. and camping out to bring him to regattas. He hopes the Olympic spotlight can interest more children in taking up this streamlined version of the sport.
"(Sailing) is not as confusing or expensive as it looks," he said. "You don't have to be genetically anything -- sailing has a home for anybody."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-sailing-france-dinghy-inclusion-49e3701241ef97fea106ffb88cf0dee3
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            FILE - Ferdinand Omanyala, of Kenya, competes in a men's 60 meters heat during the World Athletics Indoor Championships at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow, Scotland, Friday, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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            FILE - Ferdinand Omanyala, of Kenya, starts in his men's 60 meters heat during the World Athletics Indoor Championships at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow, Scotland, Friday, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - Ferdinand Omanyala of Kenya, competes in the Kenya track and field Paris 2024 Olympics trials, at the Nyayo National Stadium, Nairobi, Kenya Friday, Jun. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga, File)
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                                        Ferdinand Omanyala's status as Africa's fastest man has many people believing Kenya's push for Olympic gold medals isn't entirely a long-distance objective.
The Commonwealth Games 100-meter champion doesn't want to get ahead of himself, though, despite posting the second-fastest time this season of 9.79 seconds to qualify for Paris at the national Olympic trials.
"I won't say I am thinking of the final," Omanyala said. "Of course it's at the back of my mind but the Olympics has heats, semis and the final so you can't start thinking about the final when you are not there yet -- so many things happen."
Among the sprinters from African countries who have qualified for the 100 in Paris, including Botswana's world championship silver medalist Letsile Tebogo and South Africa's Akani Simbine, Omanyala has run the fastest times.
His comeback from a doping ban imposed in 2017 to becoming the 9th-fastest man of all time has inspired Kenyans and has drawn more crowds to stadiums during national competitions.

    


His 9.77 personal best, a continental record set in September 2021 in Nairobi, united a nation in celebration and some Kenyans honored him by naming new born babies after him. 




His name and image have been emblazoned on some of the graffiti-covered private minibuses, known as matatus, that serve as the main source of public transportation.
So there's a lot of expectations for Omanyala to be the first man from an African nation to win the Olympic 100-meter title.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ex-rugby winger has had to reject assertions from critics that he loses his nerve in major global events, owing to his failure to reach the final at the Tokyo Olympics or the podium at last year's world titles.
Omanyala had been touted by the American sprint legend Michael Johnson as a potential 100-meter champion at last year's World Championships in Budapest, Hungary but placed seventh in the final. He attributed that to inexperience in dealing with flight fatigue.

    
    Paris Olympics
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He has visibly lost size from his bulging musculature and attributes the changes to his strategy for this Olympics, where he's aiming to maintain strength but carry a lighter frame in a bid to run faster and also recover quicker between races.

    


Omanyala is an example of Kenya's ambitions for success beyond distance running and among the most prominent athletes affected by a doping crisis in a country where more than 200 athletes have been banned over the last seven years.
Kenya has achieved great success in modern distance running, but a wave of positive drug tests has made it one of the sport's latest doping pariahs.
Omanyala received a 14-month suspension after testing positive for the prohibited substance betamethasone, a ban which could have cost him any chance of representing Kenya again.
He maintains his case was a result of pain medication he received for a back injury and wasn't intentional doping.
"There are those who do it intentionally," Omanyala concedes of the doping problem, but he adds: "There are those who eat (contaminated) meat and they end up testing positive; there are those who walk into chemists or medication places and they are given medication that have steroids in them -- (those) people you cannot put in the same bracket.

    


"Don't judge when you first hear an athlete has tested positive for banned substances, try to hear the story."
Athletes who are using performance enhancement drugs intentionally are making it difficult for the rest, he said, because any time a Kenyan athlete is running well there will be suspicion that they maybe on performance enhancers.
Barnaba Korir, an Athletics Kenya official, says authorities have ramped up education programs for young athletes across the country to help them understand the implications of doping and avoid it. 
Poverty and unemployment are the main factors driving some athletes to use banned substances because they're trying to pull themselves and their families out of penury, Korir says, and will do so at all costs.
The concentration of talent also means that while some countries can focus testing on a small elite groups, Kenya has hundreds of distance runners capable of competing internationally from middle distance to the marathon.

    


The scope of events is broadening.
Kenyan sports authorities are hopeful that the inclusion of Omanyala and Alexandra Ndolo -- Kenya's first representative in Olympic fencing -- will increase the medal hauls that have traditionally depended on middle- and long-distance runners.
"This is one of the best teams we have ever assembled for the Olympics" Korir said of a Kenya contingent containing 42 track and field athletes, two swimmers, one fencer, one judoka, as well as volleyball and rugby sevens teams.
With a total medal haul of 113 medals, including 35 gold, since first participating at the Summer Games in 1956, Kenya is the continent's most successful at Olympics.
Omanyala says he wants to leave a legacy in which Kenya produces a world-class sprinter more frequently.
"For the long distance races, we have an industry in this country," he said, "so that is what I want to do with sprints."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-paris-kenya-africa-100-8f4e4f1ea33b418e265603b2aee7ab36
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            1 of 37 | 
            Julie Derron, of Switzerland celebrates winning the silver medal at the end of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            2 of 37 | 
            Japan's Aoba Fujino, second left, celebrates with teammates after scoring during the women's Group C match between Spain and Japan, at La Beaujoire Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Nantes, France. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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            3 of 37 | 
            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            4 of 37 | 
            United States' Zhang Beiwen celebrates after defeating Vietnam's Nguyen Thuy Linh during their women's singles badminton group stage match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            5 of 37 | 
            Italy's Alberta Santuccio, right, celebrates with teammates after winning the women's team Epee final match against France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            6 of 37 | 
            Dominican Republic's Cristian Pinales, celebrates after defeating China's Tuohetaerbieke Tanglatihan in their men's 80kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            7 of 37 | 
            New Zealand team member celebrate after winning the women's gold medal Rugby Sevens match between New Zealand and Canada at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. New Zealand won the match 19-12. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            8 of 37 | 
            Team Britain celebrate after winning the men's 4 x 200-meter freestyle relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            9 of 37 | 
            Italy's Alberta Santuccio, second right, celebrates with her teammates Rossella Fiamingo, second left, Giulia Rizzi, left, and Mara Navarria after winning the women's team Epee final match against France during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            10 of 37 | 
            Poland's Julia Szeremeta, celebrates after defeating Venezuela's Omailyn Alcala, in their preliminary women's 57kg boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            11 of 37 | 
            Members of Team USA celebrate after winning the gold medal in the women's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            12 of 37 | 
            New Zealand team member celebrate after winning the women's gold medal Rugby Sevens match between New Zealand and Canada at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. New Zealand won the match 19-12. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            13 of 37 | 
            Brazil's Beatriz Soares celebrates after defeating United States' Jajaira Gonzalez in their women's 60 kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            14 of 37 | 
            Members of the Canadian team celebrate after winning the women's semifinal Rugby Sevens match between Canada and Australia at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Canada won the game 21-12. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            15 of 37 | 
            Daniel Wiffen, of Ireland, celebrates after winning the men's 800-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            16 of 37 | 
            Argentina's Claudio Echeverri (11) celebrates with teammates scoring his side's second goal against Ukraine during a men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            17 of 37 | 
            France's Clarisse Agbegnenou celebrates after defeating Austria's Lubjana Piovesana during their women -63 kg bronze medal match in team judo competition at Champ-de-Mars Arena during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            18 of 37 | 
            Italy's Alberta Santuccio celebrates after winning the women's team Epee final match against France during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais,Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            19 of 37 | 
            Morocco's Widad Bertal celebrates after defeating Thailand's Jutamas Jitpong in their women's 54kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            20 of 37 | 
            Taiwan's Cheng I-Ching celebrates her win against Romania's Elizabeta Samara after a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            21 of 37 | 
            France's Manon Apithy Brunet celebrates after winning the women's individual Sabre quarterfinal match against Greece's Theodora Gkountoura at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            22 of 37 | 
            Georgia Damasioti, of Greece, reacts after her heat in the women's 200-meter butterfly at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            23 of 37 | 
            Argentina's Thiago Almada celebrates with Nicolas Otamendi scoring his side's opening goal against Ukraine during the men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            24 of 37 | 
            France's Sarah-Leonie Cysique celebrates after defeating Georgia's Eteri Liparteliani during their women -57 kg bronze medal final match in team judo competition at Champ-de-Mars Arena during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            25 of 37 | 
            France's Sebastien Patrice celebrates at the end of the men's individual Sabre round of 32 competition against Iran's Mohammad Rahbari during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            26 of 37 | 
            The team from France celebrates after a heat in the women's 4x100-meter freestyle relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            27 of 37 | 
            Germany's Michael Jung, riding Fischer Chipmunk, celebrates after competing in Equestrian individual Jumping competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            28 of 37 | 
            Egypt's Mohamed Elsayed celebrates after winning the men's individual Epee bronze final match against Hungary's Tibor Andrasfi during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            29 of 37 | 
            France's Karim Florent Laghouag celebrates his team's silver medal during Equestrian Jumping competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            30 of 37 | 
            South Korea's Wooseok Lee celebrates with after a win during the men's team gold medal match Archery competition against France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            31 of 37 | 
            Kenya's Nygel Pettersan Amaitsa, left, and Kenya's Vincent Onyala celebrate after the end of their men's Placing 9-12 match Rugby Sevens between Uruguay and Kenya at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            32 of 37 | 
            Thomas Pidcock, of Britain, celebrates winning the men's mountain bike race, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Elancourt, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan).
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            33 of 37 | 
            Iran's Ali Pakdaman reacts in the men's team Sabre quarterfinal match against United States' Colin Heathcock during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            34 of 37 | 
            Croatia's Loren Fatovic celebrates after scoring during the men's Water Polo Group A preliminary match between Croatia and Montenegro at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            35 of 37 | 
            Nicolas Gestin, of France, reacts at the finish line of the men's canoe single finals during the canoe slalom at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. Gestin won gold. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            36 of 37 | 
            Brian Daniel Pintado, of Ecuador, celebrates after winning the gold medal at the end of the men's 20km race walk at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            37 of 37 | 
            Aaron Grandidier Nkanang of France celebrates after the end of the during the men's semifinal Rugby Sevens match between South Africa and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Saturday, July 27, 2024. France won the game 19-5 and advance to the gold medal match. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            1 of 37 | 
            Julie Derron, of Switzerland celebrates winning the silver medal at the end of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Julie Derron, of Switzerland celebrates winning the silver medal at the end of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            2 of 37 | 
            Japan's Aoba Fujino, second left, celebrates with teammates after scoring during the women's Group C match between Spain and Japan, at La Beaujoire Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Nantes, France. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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                                    Japan's Aoba Fujino, second left, celebrates with teammates after scoring during the women's Group C match between Spain and Japan, at La Beaujoire Stadium, during the 2024 Summer Olympics Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Nantes, France. (AP Photo/Jeremias Gonzalez)
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            3 of 37 | 
            Katie Ledecky, of the United States, celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Katie Ledecky, of the United States, celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            4 of 37 | 
            United States' Zhang Beiwen celebrates after defeating Vietnam's Nguyen Thuy Linh during their women's singles badminton group stage match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Italy's Alberta Santuccio, right, celebrates with teammates after winning the women's team Epee final match against France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Dominican Republic's Cristian Pinales, celebrates after defeating China's Tuohetaerbieke Tanglatihan in their men's 80kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            New Zealand team member celebrate after winning the women's gold medal Rugby Sevens match between New Zealand and Canada at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. New Zealand won the match 19-12. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Team Britain celebrate after winning the men's 4 x 200-meter freestyle relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Italy's Alberta Santuccio, second right, celebrates with her teammates Rossella Fiamingo, second left, Giulia Rizzi, left, and Mara Navarria after winning the women's team Epee final match against France during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            10 of 37 | 
            Poland's Julia Szeremeta, celebrates after defeating Venezuela's Omailyn Alcala, in their preliminary women's 57kg boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            11 of 37 | 
            Members of Team USA celebrate after winning the gold medal in the women's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            New Zealand team member celebrate after winning the women's gold medal Rugby Sevens match between New Zealand and Canada at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. New Zealand won the match 19-12. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            13 of 37 | 
            Brazil's Beatriz Soares celebrates after defeating United States' Jajaira Gonzalez in their women's 60 kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            14 of 37 | 
            Members of the Canadian team celebrate after winning the women's semifinal Rugby Sevens match between Canada and Australia at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Tuesday, July 30, 2024. Canada won the game 21-12. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            15 of 37 | 
            Daniel Wiffen, of Ireland, celebrates after winning the men's 800-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            16 of 37 | 
            Argentina's Claudio Echeverri (11) celebrates with teammates scoring his side's second goal against Ukraine during a men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            17 of 37 | 
            France's Clarisse Agbegnenou celebrates after defeating Austria's Lubjana Piovesana during their women -63 kg bronze medal match in team judo competition at Champ-de-Mars Arena during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            18 of 37 | 
            Italy's Alberta Santuccio celebrates after winning the women's team Epee final match against France during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais,Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            19 of 37 | 
            Morocco's Widad Bertal celebrates after defeating Thailand's Jutamas Jitpong in their women's 54kg preliminary boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            20 of 37 | 
            Taiwan's Cheng I-Ching celebrates her win against Romania's Elizabeta Samara after a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            21 of 37 | 
            France's Manon Apithy Brunet celebrates after winning the women's individual Sabre quarterfinal match against Greece's Theodora Gkountoura at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            22 of 37 | 
            Georgia Damasioti, of Greece, reacts after her heat in the women's 200-meter butterfly at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            23 of 37 | 
            Argentina's Thiago Almada celebrates with Nicolas Otamendi scoring his side's opening goal against Ukraine during the men's Group B soccer match at the Lyon stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Decines, France. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani)
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            24 of 37 | 
            France's Sarah-Leonie Cysique celebrates after defeating Georgia's Eteri Liparteliani during their women -57 kg bronze medal final match in team judo competition at Champ-de-Mars Arena during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            25 of 37 | 
            France's Sebastien Patrice celebrates at the end of the men's individual Sabre round of 32 competition against Iran's Mohammad Rahbari during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            26 of 37 | 
            The team from France celebrates after a heat in the women's 4x100-meter freestyle relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            27 of 37 | 
            Germany's Michael Jung, riding Fischer Chipmunk, celebrates after competing in Equestrian individual Jumping competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            28 of 37 | 
            Egypt's Mohamed Elsayed celebrates after winning the men's individual Epee bronze final match against Hungary's Tibor Andrasfi during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            29 of 37 | 
            France's Karim Florent Laghouag celebrates his team's silver medal during Equestrian Jumping competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            30 of 37 | 
            South Korea's Wooseok Lee celebrates with after a win during the men's team gold medal match Archery competition against France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            31 of 37 | 
            Kenya's Nygel Pettersan Amaitsa, left, and Kenya's Vincent Onyala celebrate after the end of their men's Placing 9-12 match Rugby Sevens between Uruguay and Kenya at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            32 of 37 | 
            Thomas Pidcock, of Britain, celebrates winning the men's mountain bike race, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Elancourt, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan).
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            Iran's Ali Pakdaman reacts in the men's team Sabre quarterfinal match against United States' Colin Heathcock during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Croatia's Loren Fatovic celebrates after scoring during the men's Water Polo Group A preliminary match between Croatia and Montenegro at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Nicolas Gestin, of France, reacts at the finish line of the men's canoe single finals during the canoe slalom at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. Gestin won gold. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Brian Daniel Pintado, of Ecuador, celebrates after winning the gold medal at the end of the men's 20km race walk at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Aaron Grandidier Nkanang of France celebrates after the end of the during the men's semifinal Rugby Sevens match between South Africa and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in the Stade de France, in Saint-Denis, France, Saturday, July 27, 2024. France won the game 19-5 and advance to the gold medal match. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Kelia Gallina, 11, surfs her home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Tauirai Henriou Oopa, 10, right, waits for a wave alongside Kiara Goold, 14, at their home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Liam Sham Koua, 11, surfs his home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Liam Sham Koua, 11, surfs his home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Kelia Gallina, 11, surfs her home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Tauirai Henriou Oopa, 10, surfs his home shore break during a break in the 2024 Summer Olympics surfing competition, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Teahupo'o, Tahiti. While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent has begun to develop across Tahiti. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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                                        TEAHUPO'O, Tahiti (AP) -- As the heavy, barrel-shaped waves of Teahupo'o, Tahiti -- where the Paris Olympics surfing competition is being held -- crashed in the distance, another, smaller surf session was underway just off the shore.
"Go, go, go!" one lanky teenager with sun-bleached hair yelled in French to another, sitting on their surfboards in the ocean. "Allez, allez!"
Seconds later, whoops and whistles of approval from other young surfers in the water and parents sitting on the beach filled the air, as 14-year-old French Polynesian surfer Kiara Goold cruised along a 4-foot-high (1.2-meter-high) wave, smiling.
It's a sight locals and visitors to Tahiti would not have been able to see until recently, 38-year-old French Polynesian professional surfer Michel Bourez said.
"Back in the day, there were no kids surfing," said Bourez, who first hopped on a board as a teenager.

    


While Teahupo'o has been a coveted destination for surfers from around the world for decades, it's only in more recent years that local surf culture and talent among younger generations began to develop across Tahiti. With two French Polynesian surfers included in the 2024 Olympics, the surfing community expects local interest in the sport to grow.




Locals said Bourez has been a steward in the development of local surfing talent and culture in recent years. Partly driven by the lack of resources he had when starting out and then finding success in his own career, Bourez said he began training talented young local surfers he spotted across the island's shores.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Otherwise, all the knowledge that I gained during all these years will be gone -- and for no reason," Bourez said. "We have to give back to the local community and surfers."
Goold is one of the young local surfers Bourez has mentored. Growing up in French Polynesia, Goold said she has spent time on the ocean since before she could remember, but only got serious about surfing around age 8.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"I challenge myself by doing things that maybe I don't want to do," she said. That means hitting the gym and surfing when the waves are really big. "I just try to train really hard."

    


Goold said she feels it's paid off: she's traveled internationally to compete and won youth tournaments at home in French Polynesia. 
But most days, she can be found with other young surfers along the shores of Tahiti, catching waves and playfully competing against each other.
"We keep pushing each other," Goold said with a laugh. "We just hang out, and it's super fun."
The inclusion of two French Polynesian surfers -- Vahine Fierro and Kauli Vaast -- in the Paris Olympics also has been a major boost for the promotion and development of local surfing, Bourez said. 
"They've become kids' idols here," he said.
Fierro and Vaast know they have inspired young local surfers.
"This is the best thing in the world, because I was them a couple years ago," Vaast said after winning his second round heat. "We try to do our best, to give the best energy, the best personality for them. We try to be the best example possible."

    


Vahine, who was the first Tahitian wild card to claim a victory during the World Surf League at Teahupo'o, said the shift in surfing culture for French Polynesian women has been especially noticeable. 
"I've really seen the change, whether it's out here at home, or on the beach breaks. There's almost as many girls as men, and it's really cool to see," Fierro said. 
While Goold plans to have years of surfing and competition ahead of her, she said she already knows what she will say to the next generation of French Polynesian surfers who might come asking her for advice. 
"I'm going to say, 'Follow you dreams -- the only thing you can do for now is work really hard and stay positive. Have fun.'"
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            United States' Jha Kanak plays against China's Fan Zhendong during a men's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            United States' Lily Zhang reacts after her win against Brazil's Bruna Takahashi in a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            United Sates' Lily Zhang plays against South Korea's Yubin Shin during a women's singles round of 16 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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            United States' Lily Zhang reacts after her win against Brazil's Bruna Takahashi in a women's singles round of 32 table tennis game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- U.S. Olympians are often medal favorites in the events they compete in.
Not in table tennis, one of the few Olympic sports in which no American has ever won a medal.
In Paris, U.S. competitors are hoping for more exposure -- and resources -- after Kanak Jha made history by becoming the first American man to reach the round of 16 on Wednesday.
 Jha, 24, who is ranked No. 120 in the world and trains and competes mostly in Germany, had to resort to crowdfunding to help support his career and his Olympic preparations.
He raised more than $29,000 through a GoFundMe account put together to help cover costs for training, travel, accommodation and hiring a private coach.
"It's impossible to be a professional table tennis player living in the U.S. Financially, it's impossible," Jha told The Associated Press.
While there are well-established professional leagues both in Europe and Asia, the U.S. only launched its own league -- Major League Table Tennis -- last year after being founded by software entrepreneur and table tennis enthusiast Flint Lane.

    


"For the men's side there were no real high-level training groups that you can train full time in," Jha said. "Now there are also a few starting up, so it's coming slowly, but you still cannot compare it with Asia and Europe, which have huge systems in place for the sport."




Asian nations dominate table tennis, but the Europeans are also steps ahead of the United States. China has been the most successful nation since the sport was added to the Olympic program at Seoul in 1988.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Before Jha reached the round of 16, where he lost to Tokyo silver medalist Fan Zhendong, no U.S. men's player had even made it to the round of 32 since Jimmy Butler at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. 
The best U.S. women's result so far is a quarterfinal appearance by Wang Cheng in Beijing in 2008.

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


"It's not easy," U.S. national team coach Jun Gao told the AP. "You see other countries, they have a team, they have a physio, doctor... they have everything. And then we have nothing."

    


Women's player Lily Zhang, who lost in the round of 16 in Paris this week, said she "would love to see more being done for the sport" in the U.S. She works part-time -- for her sponsor -- to be able to make enough money to train and compete.
"It's definitely not easy because we don't really have a system to support professional players," said Zhang, 28. "If you do choose to go down that path, you most likely have to go overseas, either to Europe or Asia, join the leagues there to be able to earn a living because you are not really able to make a career out of it in the U.S."
USA Table Tennis said it has been taking steps to grow the sport and improve conditions for athletes back home. It said it "has been increasing funding and growing participation in the sport over the past few years," and designated two national training centers for Olympic and Paralympic athletes as "the building blocks to our future success."
Zhang, who is ranked 29th in the world, said one of the main challenges is not having the resources needed for athletes to travel to competitions, with the trips often being self-funded or provided by sponsors.

    


"I think we really need more exposure because a lot of people in the U.S. don't really understand table tennis as a sport. They think of it more as like a hobby sport, a basement sport," she said. "But I think what matters most is to have more exposure, more eyes, because once they actually get to watch it in person, I think that changes a lot of their minds and they realize how much it really takes. And I think it's only starting."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, competes in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. He set a new world record winning gold. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, competes in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, celebrates after winning the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, competes in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, celebrates after winning the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Gold medalist Pan Zhanle, of China, poses after the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter individual medley at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Leon Marchand, of France, celebrates after winning the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Gold medalist Leon Marchand gestures to the crowd following the men's 200-meter breaststroke final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, competes in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. He set a new world record winning gold. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Pan Zhanle, of China, competes in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Records are being broken daily at the 2024 Olympics, which run from July 27-Aug. 11, as athletes and teams win medals across 32 sports. See which countries lead the medal count, the medal winners and the highlights in today's schedule. Below is a list of all the world and Olympic records set at the Paris Games.
AUG. 1
ROWING
Oliver Zeidler of Germany completed his semifinal in men's singles sculls in 6:35.77, breaking the Olympic record of 6:40.45 set by Stefanos Ntouskos of Greece at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
JULY 31
SWIMMING
Pan Zhanle of China swam the men's 100-meter freestyle in 46.40 seconds to break his own world record of 46.80 from the world aquatics championship in February.
Leon Marchand of France broke two Olympic records set three years ago in Tokyo on the same night. He swam the men's 200-meter butterfly in 1:51.21 to best the 1:51.25 time by Kristof Milak of Hungary, then two hours later completed the 200 breaststroke in 2:05.85 to eclipse the previous mark of 2:06.38 by Zac Stubblety-Cook of Australia.

    


Katie Ledecky of the United States swam the women's 1,500-meter freestyle in 15:30.02, breaking her own Olympic record of 15:35.35 from Tokyo in 2021.




SHOOTING
Adriana Ruano of Guatemala hit 45 of 50 targets in the women's trap competition to break the Olympic record of 43 set by Rehak Stefecekova of Slovakia at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
JULY 30
SWIMMING
Kaylee McKeown of Australia swam the women's 100-meter backstroke in 57.33 seconds, breaking her own Olympic record of 57.47 set at the Tokyo Games in 2021.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Daniel Wiffen of Ireland swam the men's 800-meter freestyle in 7:38.19, breaking the Olympic record of 7:41.28 set by Mykhailo Romanchuk of Ukraine at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
SHOOTING
Nathan Hales of Britain scored a 48 in men's trap, breaking the Olympic record of 43 set by Jiri Liptak and David Kosteleck at the Tokyo Games in 2021, when they decided gold in a shoot-off.
JULY 29
SWIMMING

    
    Paris Olympics
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Mollie O'Callaghan of Australia swam the women's 200-meter freestyle final in 1:53.27, breaking the Olympic record of 153:50 set by Ariarne Titmus, also from Australia, at the Tokyo Games in 2021.

    


SHOOTING
Sheng Lihao of China scored 252 in men's 10-meter air rifle, breaking the Olympic record of 251.6 set by William Shaner of the United States at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
Ban Hyojin of South Korea and Huang Yuting of China each scored a 251.8 in women's team 10-meter air rifle to tie the Olympic record set by China's Yang Qian at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
Yusef Dikec and Ilayda Tarhan of Turkey scored a 582 in mixed team 10-meter air pistol to tie the Olympic record set by India's Manu Bhaker and Chaudhary Saurabh at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
JULY 28
SWIMMING
Leon Marchand of France swam the men's 400-meter individual medley in 4:02.95, breaking the Olympic record of 4:03.84 set by Michael Phelps of the United States at the 2008 Beijing Games.
SHOOTING
Oh Ye Jin of South Korea scored a 243.2 in women's 10-meter air pistol, breaking the Olympic record of 240.3 set by Vitalina Batsarashkina representing the Russian Olympic Committee at the Tokyo Games in 2021. Roommate Kim Yeji also surpassed the previous mark with her score of 241.3 and won the silver medal.

    


JULY 27
Gretchen Walsh of the United States swam the women's 100-meter butterfly in 55.37 seconds, breaking the Olympic record of 55.48 seconds set by Sarah Sjostrom of Sweden at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games.
Mollie O'Callaghan, Shayna Jack, Emma McKeon and Meg Harris of Australia swam the 4x100 freestyle relay in 3:28.92, breaking their own Olympic record of 3:29.69 from the Tokyo Games in 2021.
Pan Zhanle of China swam the men's 100-meter freestyle in 46.92 seconds, breaking the Olympic record set by Caeleb Dressel at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
JULY 25
ARCHERY
Lim Si-hyeon of South Korea scored 694 in the women's 72 arrows 70-meter round, breaking the world record held by Kang Chae-young, also from South Korea, who had a 692 in 2019.
Jeon Hun-young, Lim Si-hyeon and Nam Su-hyeon of South Korea scored 2,046 in women's 216 arrows 70-meter round, breaking the Olympic record of 2,032 set by South Korea's An San, Jang Min-hee, Kang Chae-young at the Tokyo Games in 2021.

    


Lim Si-hyeon and Kim Woo-jin of South Korea scored 1,380 in mixed 144 arrows 70-meter round, breaking the Olympic record of 1,368 set by South Korea's An San and Kim Je-deok at the Tokyo Games in 2021.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    Sara Errani of Italy reacts after losing a point to Zheng Qinwen of China during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The French association of women sports journalists and the union of sports journalists in France have condemned sexist comments made on national radio during a women's tennis match at the Paris Olympics, where a commentator used stereotypical cliches about housewives to describe a player.
The comments were made Tuesday during a doubles match pitting Caroline Garcia and Diane Parry of France against Sara Errani and Jasmine Paolini of Italy. The French pair lost in a match tiebreaker.
At some point, a commentator from RMC radio said: "On the left, there's Sara Errani, who's the boss. She does everything: the washing up, the cooking, the mopping up."
Both unions said in a joint statement Thursday that "sexist and misogynistic comments have no place in an international competition."
They did not explicitly ask for sanctions against the journalist but recalled that a commentator working for Eurosport in the United Kingdom was suspended immediately for sexist comments he made during a swimming event at the Paris Games.
"We note that elsewhere in Europe, when there is a slipup, there are sanctions," they said.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Turkey's Savval Ilayda Tarhan, left, and Yususf Dikec compete in the 10m air pistol mixed team gold medal event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Chateauroux, France. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's coverage of the 2024 Olympics in Paris, including Simone Biles' pursuit of another gold medal in the women's gymnastics all-around finals.



    


CHATEAUROUX, France (AP) -- Turkish pistol shooter Yusuf Dikec has gone viral on social media for his seemingly casual attitude while shooting his way to a silver medal at the 2024 Olympics.
The most-shared images show Dikec shooting in a T-shirt with one hand in his pocket, a seemingly standard pair of glasses and an impassive look on his face. He's been likened to a regular guy competing at the Olympics, or even a hitman.
The 51-year-old is no newcomer, though. He's competed at every Summer Olympics since 2008.
Some memes contrast Dikec with his Serbian opponent Damir Mikec, who was wearing a blinder over one eye, a lens over the other and a large pair of ear defenders.
Did Dikec win a medal?
He did, and it made history. 
Dikec and Sevval Ilayda Tarhan won the silver medal in mixed team 10-meter air pistol shooting Tuesday. It was Turkey's first-ever medal in Olympic shooting. 

    


Mikec and Zorana Arunovic won gold for Serbia. The bronze went to India's Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh.
Unlike Dikec, his teammate Tarhan was competing with large ear defenders and a visor, as well as braids in the red and white colors of the Turkish flag. She was shooting with one hand in her pocket, too.




Dikec was 13th in his individual event and is now done at the Paris Olympics. He's looking ahead to the next Games in 2028, though. "I hope next in Los Angeles (for) a gold medal," he said Tuesday.
What does he think about going viral?
Dikec seems to be embracing the trend, reposting a video compilation of Turkish-language memes about him to his Instagram page.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The shooting events were held around three hours' drive south of Paris. Dikec and Tarhan made the journey to the French capital Wednesday, where they were greeted with cheers at the Champions Park, an open-air venue where medalists celebrate with fans.
Why didn't Dikec wear more gear?
Shooters have some freedom about how they dress for competition. 

    
    Paris Olympics

	Simone Biles, fresh off leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team back to the gold medal in team competition, returns to the mat.
	Take a look at everything else to watch on Day 7.
	See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris Olympics.
	Olympic schedule of events and follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.
	Which countries are in the lead? Take a look at the Olympic medal tracker.
	Want more? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.



    


Many shooters at the Olympic range in Chateauroux, central France, choose to wear visors to reduce the glare of the lights or so-called blinders over one eye to get a better focus for the eye which is looking down the sights. 

    


It's not quite true that Dikec wasn't wearing any shooting gear. He had yellow earplugs to block out distractions while he shot in the final. They just weren't visible from the angle of the image which went viral. 
Just like Dikec, Chinese rifle shooter Liu Yukun won a gold medal Thursday wearing earplugs but no blinder or visor.
Have other shooters gone viral at the 2024 Olympics?
Yes, South Korean pistol shooter Kim Yeji's confident demeanor and dramatic stance have brought praise on social media for her "main character energy".
"The Olympic #shootingsport stars we didn't know we needed," the official Olympics account on X posted Thursday with pictures of Kim and Dikec.
Kim won silver in the women's 10-meter air pistol event Sunday behind her South Korean teammate Oh Ye Jin. Kim and Oh are roommates and Kim said she was pleased Oh got the gold because she sees her like a "youngest sibling".
Kim is set to compete again Friday in qualification for the women's 25-meter pistol event.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Leon Marchand, of France, competes in the men's 200-meter individual medley at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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                                        NANTERRE, France (AP) -- Hours after winning a pair of gold medals, French star swimmer Leon Marchand was back in the pool Thursday morning in front of his adoring fans.
The face of the Games so far for France, Marchand had a Michael Phelps-like performance Wednesday night. He chased down world-record holder and defending Olympic champion Kristof Milak to win the 200-meter butterfly in 1 minute 51.21 seconds, and then claimed the 200 breaststroke about two hours later in 2:05.85.
Marchand was back for the preliminary heats of the 200 individual medley Thursday. He swam easily and recorded the third fastest time to advance.
Daiya Seto of Japan clocked 1:57.48 with Marchand third in 1:57.86.
Marchand now has three gold medals in individual events in Paris and will go for his fourth on Friday night in the final 200 individual medley.
That may complete his haul in Paris in front of adoring, chanting, flag-waving fans at the La Defense Arena. It's unclear if he will swim any relays for France, which is not considered a medal contender in those events.

    


Getting the fourth gold might be the easy part. His American coach Bob Bowman -- he coached Michael Phelps to 23 Olympic gold medals -- knows the next phase may be more demanding for the 22-year-old.




"He's gotta survive the success," Bowman said after Wednesday's two-gold haul. "He's gotta come out of what's next, and he has no idea."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bowman coached Marchand at Arizona State before moving on to coach Texas. Marchand turned pro and followed Bowman to Austin, and the coach says he'll have to deal with a new level of attention from sponsors and fans back home.
"I know exactly what's next," Bowman said. "Find his way back to a pool in Austin, Texas, and go start going up and down it. That will be the challenge."
___
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	21	11	.656	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	16	16	.500	5
	Fresno (Colorado)	13	19	.406	8
	Stockton (Oakland) 	11	21	.344	10


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	19	13	.594	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	18	14	.563	1
	Visalia (Arizona) 	17	15	.531	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	13	19	.406	6


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 30

Visalia 7, Stockton 3
San Jose 3, Rancho Cucamonga 2
Fresno 10, Lake Elsinore 5
Modesto 11, Inland Empire 8
	Wednesday, July 31

Visalia 4, Stockton 3, 10 innings
Rancho Cucamonga 4, San Jose 3
Fresno 5, Lake Elsinore 2
Inland Empire 17, Modesto 9
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Stockton at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
Inland Empire at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Stockton at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
Inland Empire at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

Inland Empire at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
Stockton at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

Stockton at Visalia, 3:05 p.m.
San Jose at Rancho Cucamonga, 8 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
Inland Empire at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Fresno at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.

    


San Jose at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Visalia at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7

Fresno at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Visalia at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	21	11	.656	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	16	16	.500	5
	Fresno (Colorado)	13	19	.406	8
	Stockton (Oakland) 	11	21	.344	10





	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	19	13	.594	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	18	14	.563	1
	Visalia (Arizona) 	17	15	.531	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	13	19	.406	6

___
	Tuesday, July 30

Modesto 11, Inland Empire 8
	Wednesday, July 31

Inland Empire 17, Modesto 9
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Lake Elsinore at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
Inland Empire at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Inland Empire at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

Inland Empire at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Lake Elsinore at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7
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		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels) 	20	9	.690	--
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	17	11	.607	21/2
	Reno (Arizona)	16	12	.571	31/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	14	14	.500	51/2
	Round Rock (Texas) 	14	14	.500	51/2
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	14	15	.483	6
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	13	16	.448	7
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	13	17	.433	71/2
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	12	17	.414	8
	El Paso (San Diego) 	10	19	.345	10

x - First Half winner
____
	Tuesday, July 30

Salt Lake 17, Tacoma 6
Sugar Land 7, Round Rock 1
El Paso 10, Oklahoma City 2
Sacramento 5, Reno 4, 10 innings
Albuquerque 15, Las Vegas 11
	Wednesday, July 31

Sacramento 9, Reno 2
Sugar Land 7, Round Rock 4
Oklahoma City 7, El Paso 6, 10 innings
Las Vegas 7, Albuquerque 6
Salt Lake 10, Tacoma 6
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Sugar Land at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Oklahoma City at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Reno at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Sugar Land at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Oklahoma City at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Reno at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

Sugar Land at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Oklahoma City at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Tacoma, 9:05 p.m.
Reno at Sacramento, 9:37 p.m.
Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

Reno at Sacramento, 4:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Tacoma, 4:35 p.m.

    


Sugar Land at Round Rock, 7:35 p.m.
Oklahoma City at El Paso, 8:05 p.m.
Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No game scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Round Rock at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
El Paso at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7





Round Rock at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
El Paso at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels) 	20	9	.690	--
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	17	11	.607	21/2
	Reno (Arizona)	16	12	.571	31/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	14	14	.500	51/2
	Round Rock (Texas) 	14	14	.500	51/2
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	14	15	.483	6
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	13	16	.448	7
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	13	17	.433	71/2
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	12	17	.414	8
	El Paso (San Diego) 	10	19	.345	10

____
	Tuesday, July 30

Albuquerque 15, Las Vegas 11
	Wednesday, July 31

Salt Lake 10, Tacoma 6
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Salt Lake at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

	Sunday, Aug. 4

Albuquerque at Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No game scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Tacoma at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7
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	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	44	23	.657	--
	Ottawa 	39	27	.591	41/2
	New York	38	29	.567	6
	Tri-City 	36	31	.537	8
	Trois-Rivieres 	35	32	.522	9
	Sussex County	24	42	.364	191/2
	New Jersey 	23	44	.343	21
	New England	22	43	.338	21



	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	45	22	.672	--
	Gateway 	40	27	.597	5
	Lake Erie 	38	30	.559	71/2
	Schaumburg 	35	32	.522	10
	Florence 	33	35	.485	121/2
	Windy City 	30	39	.435	16
	Joliet 	28	40	.412	171/2
	Evansville 	27	41	..397	181/2


___
	Tuesday, July 30

Trois-Rivieres 10, Ottawa 9, 1st game
Ottawa 7, Trois-Rivieres 5, 2nd game
Tri-City 4, New England 1
Florence 7, Lake Erie 2
Quebec 10, Sussex County 5
New Jersey 11, Gateway 1
Windy City 3, New York 0
Washington 5, Joliet 3
Schaumburg at Evansville, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 31

Washington 5, Joliet 2
Windy City 8, New York 4
New England at Tri-City, ppd.
Florence 10, Lake Erie 6
Ottawa at Trois-Rivieres, ppd.
Sussex County 5, Quebec 1, susp. top of 5

    


Gateway 9, New Jersey 7
Schaumburg 8, Evansville 2
	Thursday, Aug 1

New York at Windy City, 10:35 a.m.
New England at Tri-City, 4 p.m., 1st game
New England at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m., 2nd game
Lake Erie at Florence, 6:44 p.m.
Ottawa at Trois-Rivieres, 1st game, 5:05 p.m.




Ottawa at Trois-Rivieres, 2nd game, 7:05 p.m.
Quebec at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
Schaumburg at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Tri-City at New York, 7 p.m.
Sussex County at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
New England at Trois-Rivieres, 7:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ottawa at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Windy City at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Florence at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
New Jersey at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

New England at Trois-Rivieres, 6:05 p.m.
Tri-City at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Windy City at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Sussex County at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Ottawa at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Joliet, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
New Jersey at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

New England at Trois-Rivieres, 6:05 p.m.

    


New Jersey at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
Gateway at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Windy City at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Joliet, 7:05 p.m.
Tri-City at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Ottawa at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Sussex County at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Trois-Rivieres at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
New England at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Florence at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Evansville at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
Windy City at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Gateway at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7

Windy City at Schaumburg, noon
Florence at Washington, 6:05 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
New England at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Evansville at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	44	23	.657	--
	Ottawa 	39	27	.591	41/2
	New York	38	29	.567	6
	Tri-City 	36	31	.537	8
	Trois-Rivieres 	35	32	.522	9
	Sussex County	24	42	.364	191/2
	New Jersey 	23	44	.343	21
	New England	22	43	.338	21

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	45	22	.672	--
	Gateway 	40	27	.597	5
	Lake Erie 	38	30	.559	71/2
	Schaumburg 	35	32	.522	10
	Florence 	33	35	.485	121/2
	Windy City 	30	39	.435	16
	Joliet 	28	40	.412	171/2
	Evansville 	27	41	..397	181/2

___
	Tuesday, July 30

Schaumburg at Evansville, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 31

Schaumburg 8, Evansville 2
	Thursday, Aug 1

Schaumburg at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Sussex County at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

New Jersey at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Gateway at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	20	10	.667	--
	Jupiter (Miami) 	18	14	.563	3
	Daytona (Cincinnati) 	16	14	.533	4
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	11	21	.344	10


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	19	11	.633	--
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	18	12	.581	11/2
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	17	13	.567	2
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	16	15	.516	31/2
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	12	20	.375	8
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	8	24	.250	12


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 30

Bradenton 3, Palm Beach , 10 innings
Jupiter 7, Clearwater 3, 6 innings
Tampa at Lakeland, ppd.
Dunedin 4, Daytona 3
St. Lucie 4, Fort Myers 0
	Wednesday, July 31

Jupiter 7, Clearwater 3
Tampa 3, Lakeland 2, 1st game
Lakeland 12, Tampa 5, 2nd game
Daytona 7, Dunedin 5, 1st game
Dunedin 12, Daytona 1, 2nd game
Palm Beach 9, Bradenton 8
St. Lucie 8, Fort Myers 6
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Jupiter at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

Jupiter at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.

    


Dunedin at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

Tampa at Lakeland, 6 p.m.
Bradenton at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 6:05 p.m.
Jupiter at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 4

Jupiter at Clearwater, noon
Tampa at Lakeland, noon




Bradenton at Palm Beach, noon
St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 12:05 p.m.
Dunedin at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Bradenton at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Palm Beach at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Daytona at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7

Bradenton at St. Lucie, 1:10 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Palm Beach at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Daytona at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	20	10	.667	--
	Jupiter (Miami) 	18	14	.563	3
	Daytona (Cincinnati) 	16	14	.533	4
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	11	21	.344	10

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	19	11	.633	--
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	18	12	.581	11/2
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	17	13	.567	2
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	16	15	.516	31/2
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	12	20	.375	8
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	8	24	.250	12

___
	Tuesday, July 30

St. Lucie 4, Fort Myers 0
	Wednesday, July 31

St. Lucie 8, Fort Myers 6
	Thursday, Aug. 1

Dunedin at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 2

St. Lucie at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 3

	Sunday, Aug. 4

Dunedin at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 5

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 6

Daytona at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 7
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                    FILE - Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., offers remarks following the Senate Democrats policy luncheon at the U.S. Capitol, July 30, 2024, in Washington. Schumer is daring Republicans to vote against a bipartisan tax cut package aimed at expanding the child tax credit for million of families and restoring some business tax breaks. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr., File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Democratic Senate Leader Chuck Schumer is daring Republicans to vote against a bipartisan tax cut package aimed at expanding the child tax credit for millions of families and restoring some business tax breaks. 
And Republicans appear prepared to do just that on Thursday, with many arguing they will have more leverage to enact the tax changes they want if their party wins control of the White House and both chambers of Congress in November's election. Large parts of the tax cut package passed under Republican control in 2017 are set to expire after 2025, pushing tax issues to the forefront.
"I think we can do better next year," said Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas.
It's expected to be the final vote senators will take before heading home for the August recess, and underscores how both parties are trying to spotlight issues they believe will play well with voters in November. Democrats are also looking to counter assertions from Donald Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, that Democrats are "anti-family." 

    


"The American people will get a chance to see which senators in reality support tax relief for parents and businesses and housing, and who opposes it," Schumer said.




The roughly $79 billion package passed the House overwhelmingly in January, 357-70. But it has stalled in the Senate. The procedural vote to advance the measure will require support from 60 senators, which is unlikely. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The bill was fashioned through negotiations by Rep. Jason Smith, the Republican chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, and Sen. Ron Wyden, the Democratic chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. It would restore full, immediate deductions that businesses can take for the purchase of new equipment and machinery, and for domestic research and development expenses. It also would help more low-income families take fuller advantage of the child tax credit.

    


The changes in the child tax credit would lift as many as 500,000 out of poverty when the proposal is fully in effect, according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. In all, the families of some 16 million children would benefit, the liberal think tank said. 
The bill is paid for by speeding up the cut-off date by which companies could submit retroactive claims for employees they kept on the payrolls during the COVID pandemic. The IRS has said a significant majority of retroactive claims are at a high risk of fraud. 
With the bill seemingly lacking the support necessary to overcome procedural hurdles, Schumer had opted for months not to bring it up for a vote. But election season has presented an opportunity for Democrats to lean in on the issue as well as put the spotlight on Vance. Schumer even referenced "the junior senator from Ohio" when speaking on the Senate floor, leaving no doubt he's part of their thinking in holding the vote.
Vance claimed in a Fox News interview that Vice President Kamala Harris was calling for an end to the child tax credit. But the Biden administration led the effort to bolster the child tax credit during the pandemic and fought unsuccessfully to continue the expansion, which temporarily increased the credit to $3,000 a year, added 17-year-olds and boosted the amount to $3,600 for children under six years old.

    


Schumer called Vance's claim "plain old nonsense" and said the 2021 expansion was one of the most significant achievements Democrats have had under the Biden-Harris administration.
Vance also suggested in 2021 that political leaders who didn't have biological children "don't really have a direct stake" in the country. He doubled down on those remarks after clips of the remarks resurfaced by saying earlier this week on the SiriusXM radio program "The Megyn Kelly Show" that the Democratic Party had become "anti-family and anti-child." 
"The Republicans have been giving big speeches about how they are pro-family and pro-kids, and they say it again and again. But when it comes time for a vote, they're AWOL," Wyden said. "Now, they are going to get the vote, and we're going to be able to see who is going to be there for the kids and the families."

    


Democratic Sens. Sherrod Brown of Ohio and Bob Casey of Pennsylvania, both in competitive races this fall, spoke extensively on the Senate floor in support of the bill. But Cornyn, the Texas Republican, called Thursday's action the latest in a series of "show votes" designed to fail but would provide Democrats "with a talking point or two on the campaign trail." He said the bill should have been the subject of a Senate committee hearing that would allow lawmakers to shape it before it came to the floor.
Sen. John Thune, the second-ranking Senate Republican, said he expects a few Republicans to vote for the measure, but he anticipated that it would not be enough to meet the 60-vote threshold needed to advance the bill. He said there are good things in the legislation, but "if we're in a position to do this next year, it will be a much stronger bill."

    


Thune said it won't be hard for Republicans to rebuff criticism that they were insufficiently supportive of tax relief for businesses and families.
"There are certain issues that voters instinctively know that Republicans are better on," Thune said. "They may try to make that argument in a political ad, but I think it'll be hard to sustain when most voters know that it was the Republicans in 2017 that cut taxes and that next year it will be Republicans who extend those tax cuts if we have the majority."
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            1 of 3 | 
            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump walks off stage after speaking at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            2 of 3 | 
            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump shakes hands with ABC's Rachel Scott, at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            3 of 3 | 
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                                        Primarily due to sharp questioning by ABC News correspondent Rachel Scott, former President Donald Trump's appearance before a gathering of Black journalists turned remarkably contentious on Wednesday.
Scott pressed Trump on past statements about Black leaders, his support of Jan. 6, 2021, rioters and diversity hiring -- leading the former president to repeatedly complain about how he was treated.
"She was very rude," the former president said, pointing at Scott.
Trump's appearance at a meeting of the National Association of Black Journalists was dripping with bad vibes from the start. Some members objected to the Republican candidate for president's invitation to address the group in the first place, while others said it was their obligation as journalists to question him.
The onstage panel -- with Trump questioned by Scott, Fox News Channel's Harris Faulkner and Semafor's Kadia Goba -- was delayed for more than a half hour due to technical issues.

    


Scott, ABC News' senior congressional reporter and a campaign correspondent, has worked at ABC News since 2016, her visibility increasing lately when she anchored the network's live coverage of President Joe Biden dropping out of the presidential race. In her first question, Scott referred to the controversy over Trump's appearance, and specifically cited several Trump statement about Black leaders in the past, including his false accusations about former President Barack Obama's birthplace, and rude remarks to members of Congress, district attorneys and journalists.




"Now that you are asking Black voters to vote for you, why should Black voters trust you after you've used language like that?" Scott asked.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump immediately went after the questioner.
"I don't think I've ever been asked a question in such a horrible manner, a first question," he replied. "You don't even say 'hello, how are you.' Are you with ABC? Because I think they're a fake news network."

    


The opening haymaker was directly reminiscent of Trump's first campaign debate in 2016, when then-Fox News Channel reporter Megyn Kelly brought up things he had said about women and asked, "Does this sound to you like the temperament of a man we should elect as president?"
When Trump began talking Wednesday about what his administration did for Black Americans, Scott attempted to cut him off, saying, "Mr. President, I would love for you to answer the question on your rhetoric and why you believe Black voters can trust you for another term."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Stay informed. Keep your pulse on the news with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here.



    


Trump said he was doing so, and made a claim he's made before, that he was the best President for Black people since Abraham Lincoln.
"Better than President Johnson, who signed the Civil Rights Act"? Scott asked.
Scott then asked whether Trump backed supporters who suggested that his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, was a DEI hire, leading to a back-and-forth between them over what the phrase -- for diversity, equity and inclusion -- meant.
"Do you think Vice President Kamala Harris is only on the ticket because she's a Black person? Scott asked, leading to Trump's most newsworthy statements of the session, questioning Harris' racial background.

    


Scott also asked pointedly about Trump's support of people convicted for their actions in the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
"One hundred and forty police officers were assaulted that day," she said. "Their injuries included broken bones, at least one police officer lost an eye, one had cracked ribs, two smashed spinal discs, another had a stroke. Were the people who assaulted these 140 officers ... patriots who deserve pardons?"
Trump turned the subject to demonstrations held by those in support of liberal causes.
The panel ended in some degree of confusion. Scott, who was the moderator, cut off an attempt by Faulkner to ask about the Project 2025 blueprint, saying Trump's time was limited.
After the session, Trump posted on his Truth Social account that "the questions were Rude and Nasty, often in the form of a statement, but we CRUSHED IT!"
A student journalist attending the conference, Kelly Arrington of Savanah State University, said, "I assumed that Trump came just so he could win over more Black voters ... But, unfortunately, in this conversation, he did not answer the questions that were given to him."

    


The session became a quick topic on social media, with some people praising Scott for asking tough questions, and others who suggested Trump was led into an ambush.
___
Associated Press correspondent Matt Brown contributed to this report. David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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                    A general view of the Jacksonville, Fla., skyline is shown on Sunday, Sep. 12, 2021, in Jacksonville. The former head of a north Florida public utility was sentenced to four years in prison, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, for a scheme to privatize the authority which prosecutors said would have enriched himself and his associates by tens of millions of dollars at the expense of taxpayers. (AP Photo/Tyler Kaufman)
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- The former head of a north Florida public utility was sentenced to four years in prison for a scheme to privatize the authority which prosecutors said would have enriched him and his associates by tens of millions of dollars at the expense of taxpayers. 
Aaron Zahn was sentenced to federal prison on Tuesday after being convicted earlier this year of wire fraud and conspiracy.
Zahn's defense attorney had argued that the plan never came to fruition and the scheme involving the Jacksonville Electric Authority, also known as JEA, never paid anything out.
Zahn became the authority's CEO in 2018. Not long afterward, he launched an effort to convince JEA's board of directors of the need to privatize, claiming that the authority faced major headwinds if it failed to do so and would have to layoff more than 500 workers, authorities said.

    


But Jacksonville's city council auditor in 2019 uncovered a hidden incentive plan created by Zahn which would have awarded $40 million to the CEO and $10 million to other high-level JEA executives if the sale of the utility went through, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office.




The sale process was stopped and Zahn was fired.
"As a taxpayer, you are entitled to decisions based on the public's best interest, and we take very seriously our responsibility to investigate and aggressively pursue individuals who attempt to defraud publicly funded institutions in a selfish effort to line their own pockets," FBI Special Agent in Charge Kristin Rehler said in a statement.
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