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Iran and Hamas Blame Israel for Killing of Top Official and Vow to Strike Back



The deadly strike on Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran threatened to further inflame the region and derail negotiations aimed at reaching a cease-fire in Gaza.




People in Tehran on Wednesday carried Palestinian flags and chanted "Death to Israel," protesting the assassination of Ismail Haniyeh, a Hamas leader.




By Patrick Kingsley, Adam Rasgon, Farnaz Fassihi and Ronen Bergman


Aug 01, 2024


The predawn killing of a top Hamas leader in Tehran on Wednesday left the entire Middle East on edge, bringing vows of revenge from Iran's leaders and threatening to derail fragile negotiations for a Gaza cease-fire.



The Hamas leader, Ismail Haniyeh, 62, a top negotiator in the cease-fire talks who had led the militant group's political office in Qatar, was killed after he and other leaders of Iranian-backed militant groups had attended the inauguration of Iran's new president.



Israeli leaders would not confirm or deny whether their country was behind the brazen breach of Iran's defenses. But Iranian leaders and Hamas officials immediately blamed Israel and vowed to avenge the death of Mr. Haniyeh, 
heightening fears
 of a broader regional war.



Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
issued an order for Iran to strike Israel directly
, according to three Iranian officials briefed on the order.



And 
Iran's new president
, Masoud Pezeshkian, said in a statement on Wednesday, a day after he was sworn into office with Mr. Haniyeh seated in the front row: "We will make the occupying terrorist regime regret its action. Iran will defend its sovereignty, dignity, reputation and honor."




Relatives and Hezbollah supporters carried the coffins of the 6-year-old niece and 10-year-old nephew of Fuad Shukr, a Hezbollah commander. They were all killed in an Israeli strike in the southern suburbs of Beirut.




In recent years, Israel has carried out several high-profile 
assassinations
 in Iran, rattling the country's leaders. In November, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel told reporters that he had ordered the Mossad, Israel's foreign intelligence service, to "act against the heads of Hamas, wherever they are."



Hours before the killing of Mr. Haniyeh in the Iranian capital, Israeli fighter jets had carried out a separate operation in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon's capital, and 
killed Fuad Shukr
, a senior member of Hezbollah, the Lebanese militia that, like Hamas, is backed by Iran. Hezbollah has been fighting a low-level war with Israel since October and has backed Hamas, which led a deadly rampage on southern Israel that precipitated the war in Gaza.



Hezbollah confirmed on Wednesday that Mr. Shukr had been killed in the Israeli strike on a building in a densely populated Beirut suburb. It was not clear how Mr. Haniyeh had been killed.



The two strikes shifted the calculus in the Middle East after Israel and Hamas had appeared to be edging closer to a cease-fire in Gaza, where tens of thousands of people have been killed over nearly 10 months of war. Negotiators had hoped that such a deal would also lead to a truce between Israel and Hezbollah, which began firing into northern Israel in support of Hamas.



John F. Kirby, a White House national security spokesman, said the Biden administration believed it was "too soon to know" what effect the assassination might have on negotiations over a cease-fire and the release of hostages. He said the United States was still in touch with officials from Egypt and Qatar who had been acting as mediators in the talks.




Masoud Pezeshkian, Iran's president, said after the killing of Mr. Haniyeh in Tehran, "We will make the occupying terrorist regime regret its action."




Now, the focus is on how Hamas and Hezbollah will respond to the attacks on their leaders, how Iran will react to a strike within its territory and whether either reaction will lead to the outbreak of a wider war.



A member of Hamas's political bureau, Mousa Abu Marzouk, promised that the group would retaliate against Israel, saying the killing of Mr. Haniyeh had been "a cowardly act and will not go unpunished," according to Al-Aqsa TV, a Hamas-run channel.



The Qassam Brigades, Hamas's armed wing, also said in a statement that the killing was "a dangerous event" that would have repercussions for the entire region. "The enemy has miscalculated," the statement added.



In a televised address on Wednesday, Mr. Netanyahu, who did not mention the killing of Mr. Haniyeh in Tehran, struck a defiant tone and said Israel would not bow to external pressure to end the war in Gaza.



"Challenging days are ahead of us," he said. "Since the attack in Beirut, we hear threats everywhere. Israel will exact a heavy price against any aggression -- from any front."



In a statement carried by Iranian state news media, Mr. Khamenei said that avenging Mr. Haniyeh's death was "our duty" because he had been killed on Iranian soil. He promised to deliver "a severe punishment."



He gave the order to strike back at an emergency meeting of Iran's Supreme National Security Council, said the three Iranian officials, including two members of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, who spoke anonymously because they were not authorized to speak publicly about sensitive issues.



Mr. Khamenei also instructed leaders from the Guards Corps and the army to prepare plans for an attack and a defense in the event that the war expanded and Israel or the United States struck back, the officials said.



Iran's Foreign Ministry accused the United States of being a "co-culprit" in the attack on Mr. Haniyeh. But Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said during a trip to Singapore on Wednesday that the United States had not known about the strike before it happened.




Rescue workers and security personnel worked on Wednesday to secure a damaged area and conduct recovery operations after the Israeli airstrike in Beirut's southern suburbs.




"This is something we were not aware of or involved in," he said in an interview with Channel News Asia in Singapore. Mr. Blinken said the Biden administration would continue to focus on trying to de-escalate the war between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.



Later on Wednesday, a State Department spokesman, Vedant Patel, said the United States was "continuing to urge restraint to all parties to avoid an escalation into a wider regional conflict."



The State Department also warned Americans on Wednesday not to travel to Lebanon, raising its travel advisory for the country to Level 4, or "do not travel" from Level 3, or "reconsider travel."



Lebanese officials appeared increasingly concerned that the assassination of Mr. Haniyeh would complicate efforts to contain the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah along the Lebanese-Israeli border.



"I went to bed yesterday thinking that, OK, this can still be managed," Lebanon's foreign minister, Abdallah Bou Habib, said in an interview with The New York Times on Wednesday. "But now when I got up this morning and read about Haniyeh, I thought, oh gosh, it's over."



Egypt's foreign minister also condemned the killing in Tehran, calling it a "dangerous escalation."



Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, who has been helping to mediate indirect cease-fire negotiations between Hamas and Israel, suggested that Israel had damaged the effort by killing Mr. Haniyeh.



"How can mediation succeed when one party assassinates the negotiator on the other side?" Mr. Al Thani wrote on social media. "Peace needs serious partners & a global stance against the disregard for human life."




John Kirby, right, a White House national security spokesman, and Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House spokeswoman, at a news briefing on Wednesday. The Biden administration believed it was "too soon to know" what effect the killing of the Hamas leader might have on cease-fire negotiations, Mr. Kirby said.




Although Mr. Haniyeh was heavily involved in the cease-fire negotiations, U.S. and Israeli officials said that Yahya Sinwar, Hamas's leader in Gaza, had wielded a 
decisive veto
 on any cease-fire proposal.



Einav Zangauker, whose son Matan was abducted during the Hamas-led attack on Israel in October, said she hoped Mr. Haniyeh's death would not end the talks.



"Eliminating Haniyeh must not lead to the thwarting of the deal, passing a death sentence on our loved ones in captivity," Ms. Zangauker said on social media.



In Gaza, some Palestinians said they worried that the assassination could further stall cease-fire negotiations, while others said that his death was of no concern, given the scale of their misery.



"He didn't go through the suffering of displacement or hunger or feel any of these things we are feeling," Reda Shahyon, a 42-year-old mother of two in Deir al-Balah, in central Gaza, said of Mr. Haniyeh. "He was sitting in a mansion, dignified, while we were dying of hunger and thirst and humiliation."



Analysts said Hamas would look to quickly replace Mr. Haniyeh as the leader of the group's political wing. "Hamas will survive," said Joost Hiltermann, the Middle East and North Africa program director for the International Crisis Group. "They have plenty of other leaders."



Some analysts said the assassination could provide a way out of the war by giving Mr. Netanyahu the ability claim a major victory and agree to a cease-fire. But in his speech on Wednesday, Mr. Netanyahu, who has vowed to destroy Hamas's military and governing capabilities, indicated that Israel was not ready to end its offensive in Gaza.



"For months, people haven't stopped telling me 'end the war,'" he said. "I didn't surrender to these voices then, and I will not now."



Reporting was contributed by 
Michael Levenson
, 
Euan Ward
, 
Hwaida Saad
, 
Vivian Yee
, 
Ephrat Livni
, 
Aaron Boxerman
, 
Isabel Kershner
, 
Alan Yuhas
, 
Bilal Shbair
, 
Johanna Reiss
, 
Hiba Yazbek
, 
Iyad Abuheweila
, 
Abu Bakr Bashir
, 
Edward Wong
 and 
Zach Montague
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-hezbollah-iran.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Strikes in Iran and Lebanon Raise Risk of Escalation, but All-Out War Is Not Inevitable



The scale of the reaction from Iran and its regional proxies to the attacks on two of Israel's largest foes could determine whether the low-level regional battle tips into a full-scale conflict.




Rescue workers at the scene of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, a suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, on Wednesday.




By Patrick Kingsley


Jul 31, 2024


Through nearly 10 months of intense war with Hamas in Gaza, Israel has fought a parallel, slower-paced conflict with Hamas's allies across the Middle East in which all sides have risked major escalation but ultimately avoided dragging the region into a bigger, multi-front war.



The attacks on two of Israel's leading foes on Tuesday and Wednesday have created one of the biggest challenges to that equilibrium since the fighting began in October.



Israel's Tuesday night strike on Fuad Shukr, a senior Hezbollah commander in Beirut, was the first time during this war that Israel has targeted such an influential Hezbollah leader in Lebanon's capital. Hours later, the killing in Iran of Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, was considered the most brazen breach of Iran's defenses since October.



Taken together, the seniority of the targets, the sensitive location of the strikes and their near simultaneity were viewed as a particularly provocative escalation that has left the region fearing an even bigger response from Iran and its regional proxies, including Hezbollah, the Houthis in Yemen and militias in Iraq. The scale of that reaction could determine whether the low-level regional battle between Israel and the Iranian alliance tips into a full-scale, all-out conflict.



Some analysts said the killing of Mr. Haniyeh, Hamas's top negotiator, also made a cease-fire deal in Gaza less likely in the immediate future. Israelis hoped that the killing of such an influential leader would eventually help break Hamas's resolve, making the group more willing to compromise in the long term. But others said that the organization was unlikely to be seriously affected by Mr. Haniyeh's death.



Despite his title as Hamas's political leader, Mr. Haniyeh is replaceable, said Joost Hiltermann, the Middle East and North Africa program director for the International Crisis Group.



"Hamas will survive," he said. "They have plenty of other leaders." 



Analysts also said that both Iran and Hezbollah had reasons to respond in ways that make all-out war less likely. For Iran, the attack on its soil was embarrassing but not catastrophic because it targeted a foreign guest rather than senior Iranian officials, according to Andreas Krieg, an expert on the Middle East at King's College, London.



"I don't think necessarily that the Iranians' strategic calculus has changed," Mr. Krieg said.



"Iran will have to respond in some way," he said. "But it's not a turning point."



Hezbollah faces more pressure to react than Iran because the strike on Beirut hit one of its own commanders, rather than one of its allies, according to Michael Stephens, a non-resident expert on the Middle East at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, a Philadelphia-based research organization. But it is by no means clear that Mr. Haniyeh's death in Iran will change Hezbollah's calculations in Lebanon, Mr. Stephens said.



"We need to be very clear and very careful about how we conflate the two issues," Mr. Stephens said. "Over the past nine months, Hezbollah has repeatedly shown that what happens to Hamas is not related to Hezbollah's strategic imperatives. That doesn't mean there won't be conflict. I just think the route to getting there is more complex than it seems."



Past experiences show that de-escalation is still possible. In January, Israeli strikes killed a senior Hamas leader in Hezbollah's stronghold in Beirut, leading to fears that Hezbollah would mount a particularly fierce response on Hamas's behalf. Days later, Hezbollah instead chose what was construed as a largely symbolic response, firing a barrage of rockets at an Israeli army base that caused little damaged.



After Israel killed several Iranian commanders in Syria in April, Iran responded with one of the biggest barrages of cruise and ballistic missiles in military history. After a symbolic Israeli counterstrike, the two sides then chose to step back from the brink.



The double assassination could also provide a way out of the war altogether by allowing Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to claim a symbolic victory, giving him space to back down in Gaza and perhaps agree to a cease-fire.



But Mr. Netanyahu may still avoid doing so if he believes a truce would collapse his government; his ruling coalition relies on far-right lawmakers who have threatened to quit the alliance if the war ends without Hamas's defeat.



Vivian Yee
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/world/middleeast/iran-lebanon-israel-war-assassination.html
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Trump Questions Harris's Racial Identity, Saying She Only 'Became a Black Person' Recently



In an appearance before the National Association of Black Journalists, Donald Trump also said his choice of Senator JD Vance as vice president will not matter to voters.



By Jonathan Weisman, Maya King and Zolan Kanno-Youngs


Jul 31, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump questioned Vice President Kamala Harris's identity as a Black woman on Wednesday in front of an audience of Black journalists, suggesting his opponent for the presidency had adopted her racial profile as a way to gain a political advantage.



"She was Indian all the way, and then all of a sudden she made a turn and she became a Black person," he said of Ms. Harris, whose mother was Indian American, whose father is Black and who has always identified as a Black woman.



Ms. Harris has long embraced both her Black and South Asian identity. She attended Howard University, a historically Black institution, and pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha, the nation's first sorority established for Black college women. Headlines from her earliest political victories dating back to the early 2000s highlighted both identities.



Mr. Trump's remarks prompted gasps and jeers from the audience at the National Association of Black Journalists in Chicago. The former president's combative appearance there was one of the most unusual of the campaign so far as he sparred with reporters over diversity efforts, repeated falsehoods about a range of subjects and told the group that he was "the best president for the Black population" since Abraham Lincoln.



Ms. Harris responded in careful fashion on Wednesday night, saying in a speech in Houston that he had put on the "same old show" of "divisiveness and disrespect."



"The American people deserve better," Ms. Harris said at a convention of Sigma Gamma Rho, one of the nation's most prominent Black sororities. "The American people deserve a leader who tells the truth, a leader who does not respond with hostility and anger when confronted with the facts. We deserve a leader who understands that our differences do not divide us -- they are an essential source of our strength."



Mr. Trump, who has appeared mainly before friendly audiences while campaigning, had ample warning that the panel of journalists awaiting him would be tough. Yet facing three Black female interviewers, he insulted Ms. Harris -- the first Black woman on the top of a major-party ticket -- even as he tried to appeal to Black voters as their best choice in November.



He began the interview by denouncing one of the reporters on the panel, Rachel Scott of ABC News, as "nasty" and "rude" after she questioned him about racist statements he had made in the past, including accusing former President Barack Obama of not being born in the United States and describing a Black prosecutor as an "animal."



He deflected a question about his promise to 
pardon the rioters who attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021
, by saying the Capitol was attacked last week by pro-Palestinian demonstrators. Those protesters did deface buildings and burn an American flag, but they were at the Washington train station, not the Capitol.



Asked what he meant when he once said immigrants were taking "Black jobs," he said: "A Black job is anybody who has a job."



But his comments on Ms. Harris stood out.



"I've known her a long time indirectly, not directly very much, and she was always of Indian heritage," said Mr. Trump, who makes a point of mispronouncing Ms. Harris's name. "And she was only promoting Indian heritage. I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black. Now she wants to be known as Black. So I don't know -- is she Indian or is she Black? I respect either one but she obviously doesn't because she was Indian all the way, and then all of a sudden she made a turn and she became a Black person."



Shortly after the event, the White House press secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, called Mr. Trump's remarks "repulsive" and "insulting," adding that "no one has any right to tell someone who they are."




Mr. Trump speaking with Rachel Scott.




"She is the vice president of the United States, Kamala Harris. We have to put some respect on her name, period," Ms. Jean-Pierre added.



The half-hour appearance came less than three weeks before Democrats converge on Chicago to formally nominate Ms. Harris and her running mate as the party's candidates for the White House. For Mr. Trump, it was an opportunity to stake his claim to Black voters that he has insisted he can attract.



But it was not clear he succeeded. Instead, he disparaged the vice president in clearly racial terms and declined to say whether she had achieved her position based on merit or based on diversity, equity and inclusion programs.



"I really don't know, could be, could be," he said before suggesting that not all successful Black women were promoted by such means. He looked at Harris Faulkner, the Fox News host who was also on the panel, who was more solicitous to Mr. Trump during the event. "I know this lady right over there, Harris, is a fantastic person."



His suggestion that "somebody should look into" Ms. Harris's shift in ethnic and racial identity was reminiscent of Mr. Trump's earliest racist gambit against Mr. Obama, whom he accused of being born outside the United States. In that effort too, he called for "investigations" into the former president's true birthplace and suggested Mr. Obama's birth certificate was a lie.



Ms. Faulkner did offer Mr. Trump some relief, bringing up inflation and the assassination attempt on his life.



But Ms. Scott and Kadia Goba, a politics reporter at Semafor, pressed the former president hard -- on his promise to give police officers immunity from prosecution, his promise to pardon the rioters who attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6, and the inflammatory statements made in the past by his vice-presidential pick, Senator JD Vance of Ohio.



"I came onto a stage like this and I got treated so rudely," he complained at one point.



Reporters in the room repeatedly scoffed as Mr. Trump made disparaging remarks and returned to his central theme. "I love the Black population of this country," he said. "I've done so much for the Black population of this country."




Mr. Trump's suggestion that "somebody should look into" Ms. Harris's shift in ethnic and racial identity was reminiscent of his earliest racist gambit against President Barack Obama.




Later on Wednesday, Mr. Trump returned to Pennsylvania for the first time since the shooting at his July 13 rally. In between his attacks on Ms. Harris, at an event in Harrisburg, Pa., he mused that the race had changed, but he had not. "When I got hit, everybody thought I was going to be a nice guy," Mr. Trump said. He added: "I really agreed with that for about eight hours or so."



The appearance of the Republican presidential nominee had 
divided the National Association of Black Journalists
, which typically welcomes the leading candidates from both parties.



A co-chairwoman of the convention, the Washington Post columnist Karen Attiah, stepped down from her post over it, while a prominent member of the association, April Ryan, warned that Mr. Trump's White House had threatened Black women.



"The reports of attacks on Black women White House correspondents by the then-president of the United States are not myth or conjecture, but fact," Ms. Ryan, the White House correspondent for The Grio, a media company geared toward Black Americans, wrote in a social media post.



But leaders of the association said journalists could not shy from interviewing major candidates, and the women on the stage pressed the former president and delivered a revealing interview.



The association invited Ms. Harris but the group's president, Ken Lemon, said Wednesday morning that she was not available.



"We are in talks about virtual options in the future and are still working to reach an agreement," 
he wrote
.



Among the more memorable exchanges was when Mr. Trump was asked whether his running mate, Senator JD Vance, would be prepared to take over if necessary. Mr. Trump was less than effusive, saying the race was really about the top of the ticket.



"Historically, the vice president, in terms of the election, does not have any impact," Mr. Trump said, adding, "You're voting for the president. You're voting for me. If you like me, I'm going to win. If you don't like me, I'm not going to win."



After the event, Mr. Trump seemed to see political value in the controversy he had created. The attack on Ms. Harris's racial identity has been percolating in right-wing circles and among the former president's supporters, and in the high-profile interview, he thrust it into the mainstream.



"Crazy Kamala is saying she's Indian, not Black," he wrote on his social media platform. "She uses everybody, including her racial identity."



Nicholas Nehamas
 contributed reporting from Houston and 
Neil Vigdor
 from Harrisburg, Pa.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/us/politics/trump-kamala-harris-black-nabj.html
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Accused Sept. 11 Plotters Agree to Plead Guilty at Guantanamo Bay



Word of the deal emerged in a letter from prosecutors to family members of victims of the attacks.




Nearly 3,000 people were killed in the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.




By Carol Rosenberg


Jul 31, 2024


The man accused of plotting the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and two of his accomplices have agreed to plead guilty to conspiracy and murder charges in exchange for a life sentence rather than a death-penalty trial at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, prosecutors said Wednesday.



Prosecutors said the deal was meant to bring some "finality and justice" to the case, particularly for the families of nearly 3,000 people who were killed in the attacks in New York City, at the Pentagon and in a Pennsylvania field.



The defendants 
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed
, 
Walid bin Attash
 and 
Mustafa al-Hawsawi
 reached the deal in talks with prosecutors across 27 months at Guantanamo and approved on Wednesday by a senior Pentagon official overseeing the war court.



The men have been in U.S. custody since 2003. But the case had become mired in more than a decade of pretrial proceedings that focused on the question of whether their torture in secret C.I.A. prisons had contaminated the evidence against them.



Word of the deal emerged in a 
letter from war court prosecutors
 to Sept. 11 family members.



"In exchange for the removal of the death penalty as a possible punishment, these three accused have agreed to plead guilty to all of the charged offenses, including the murder of the 2,976 people listed in the charge sheet," said the letter, which was signed by Rear Adm. 
Aaron C. Rugh
, the chief prosecutor for military commissions, and three lawyers on his team.



The letter said the men could submit their pleas in open court as early as next week.




An image of Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, provided by his legal team, that was taken at Guantanamo Bay in June 2024.




The plea averted what was envisioned as an eventual 12- to 18-month trial, or, alternatively, the possibility of the military judge throwing out confessions that were key to the government's case. Col. Matthew N. McCall, the judge, had been hearing testimony this week and had more hearings scheduled for later this year to decide that and other key pretrial issues.



Mr. Mohammed, 59, a U.S.-educated engineer and avowed jihadist, was accused of coming up with the idea of hijacking airplanes and flying them into buildings. Prosecutors said he presented Osama bin Laden with the plan in 1996, and then helped train and direct some of the hijackers.



He and Mr. Hawsawi, 55, were captured together in Pakistan in March 2003, and held in secret C.I.A. prisons until their transfer to the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo in September 2006 for an eventual trial. By then, interrogators had held them for years incommunicado and tortured them, including subjecting Mr. Mohammed to 183 rounds of waterboarding, a decision that would stymie years of efforts to put the men on trial.



Mr. bin Attash, who is in his mid-40s, had been described as another deputy in the plot who had helped train some of the hijackers and had carried out missions tasked to him by both Mr. Mohammed and bin Laden.



The three men will still face a mini trial of sorts, but probably not before next year. At the military commissions, where they were charged, a judge accepts the plea, but a military jury must be empaneled to hear evidence, including testimony from victims of the attacks, and deliver a sentence. By that point, the judge has typically resolved litigation over what evidence can be used at the sentencing proceeding.



The deal stirred both anger and relief among the thousands of relatives of those killed on Sept. 11.



Some family members had been fearful that  the case would never reach a resolution, and that the defendants would die in U.S. custody without a conviction. Others, wanting a death penalty, had pushed the government to get the case to trial, even at the risk of the sentence being later overturned.



Kathleen Vigiano, whose New York Police detective husband, Joseph Vigiano, and firefighter brother-in-law, John, 
were both killed at the World Trade Center
, said she was "mostly angry" at the results.



"I really did want the death penalty," she said. "They did kill 3,000 Americans and people are still dying from post-9/11 cancer."



She added that she was concerned that the prisoners might someday be released; on the other hand, she said, if they remained in prison, the government would have to support them for life.



Glenn Morgan, 
whose father, Richard Morgan, was killed in the collapse
 of the World Trade Center, said he respected the prosecutors, who "put aside a desired capital sentence and made the best of the worst possible situation."



"In doing so, they beat time," he said. "In doing so, they applied the rule of law and found the wretched murderers of my father and his colleagues guilty."



Admiral Rugh said in his letter that, as part of the deal, Mr. Mohammed and the others had agreed to answer questions from victims' family members "regarding their roles and reasons for conducting the Sept. 11 attacks."



Under the process, sometimes known as restorative justice, the family members would submit questions by Sept. 14, and should receive answers by the end of 2024. Mr. Mohammed's lawyer, 
Gary D. Sowards
, noted that having Mr. Mohammed answer "all questions of how and why 9/11 occurred" was an important portion of the agreement.



"The many people whose lives were tragically touched by these events will have the finality that so many have sought for so long," Mr. Sowards said. "Equally important, the government has agreed to our commitment to allow victims and survivors to tell the stories of how 9/11 so greatly affected their lives."



Two of the original five defendants were not a party to the deal. 
Ramzi bin al-Shibh
, who was accused of helping to organize a cell of the hijackers in Hamburg, Germany, was found incompetent to stand trial because of mental illness, and his case was severed.



The fifth defendant, known as 
Ammar al-Baluchi
, 46, also was not included in the plea agreement and could face trial alone. He is the nephew of Mr. Mohammed and is charged, like Mr. Hawsawi, with helping the hijackers with finances and travel arrangements while working in the Persian Gulf.



Plea deals had been under discussion since March 2022 but hit a significant snag in September when the White House declined to sign off on conditions sought by the defendants.




People visiting the Sept. 11 memorial in Manhattan on the anniversary of the attacks last year.




The men wanted assurances that they would not serve their sentences in solitary confinement, would have improved contact with their families and continued contact with their lawyers. Mr. Baluchi in particular also wanted the United States to pledge to set up a special, civilian-run torture treatment program for them at the prison.



The Biden administration considered the request for more than a year and then declined to sign off. It was not known if any of those conditions were contained in the agreement approved by Susan Escallier, the senior Pentagon official responsible for overseeing the war court. 



The development came in the midst of the 51st round of pretrial hearings in the case since arraignment in 2012. Mr. Mohammed and the others were last seen 
in court almost two weeks ago
, for testimony from a psychologist who had interrogated him and other C.I.A. prisoners.



Admiral Rugh and his colleagues wrote in their letter to the families that their decision to agree to guilty pleas after "12 years of pretrial litigation was not reached lightly. However, it is our collective, reasoned and good-faith judgment that this resolution is the best path to finality and justice in this case."



It was also signed by Clayton G. Trivett Jr. and Jeffrey D. Groharing, two military prosecutors who had been on the case since the start.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/us/politics/sept-11-guilty-plea.html
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No, You Can't Beat an Olympic Table Tennis Player



An N.B.A. star's trash talk was good-natured but typical, elite players said. They say they play along with it ... to a point.








By Andrew Keh
Photographs by Chang W. Lee


Jul 31, 2024


Lily Zhang and three teammates from the United States table tennis team were hanging out on a large boat last Friday, making small talk with the N.B.A. star Stephen Curry -- as one does at an Olympic opening ceremony -- when he asked what sport they played.



They told him, and his eyes lit up.



"Can I borrow you for a second?" Curry asked.



Moments later, the four table tennis players found themselves engaged in a brief but spirited debate with Curry and his teammate Anthony Edwards about whether Edwards, one of basketball's brightest young talents, could notch a point against them on the table. The friendly trash talk 
was captured on camera
 and eventually watched by more than 15 million people online.



On one hand, the table tennis players said, it was one of those extraordinary, and extraordinarily funny, interactions that can happen only at the Olympics. On the other hand, they said, they have interactions like this all the time.



Everywhere they go, the world's best table tennis players meet strangers who believe they can hold their own against them. They tell them that they play "Ping-Pong," too. They wonder aloud what the score would be, or even who would win. They suggest that they should play sometime.



This, alas, is the table tennis players' cross to bear.



"You'll meet someone, and their first reaction is, "I bet I can beat you, let's play,'" Zhang said, laughing. "I don't think you'd really say that to anyone in another sport. If you saw Michael Phelps, I don't think you'd say, 'I bet I can beat you in a race.'"



Zhang, 28, and her fellow players are good sports about it. They have to be. They know their game doesn't have a huge following. They know many people think of it only as an idle pastime -- and that amateurs tend to overrate their ability in it.



Zhang said that she believed this was an American thing, a bravado rooted in the prevalence of tables in suburban basements and community center rec rooms. But players from other countries insisted that none of them were spared.



At dinner parties, at the gym, at the Olympics, they said, people are constantly sizing them up.




"You'll meet someone, and their first reaction is, "I bet I can beat you, let's play,'" Lily Zhang said. 




"If I meet someone, they either say, 'Ah, we can play a match?' Or they say, 'And how do you earn money?'" said Sofia Polcanova, 29, a member of the Austrian team.



"People can be a little ... overconfident," said Kristian Karlsson, 32, of Sweden, picking his words carefully.



"Some people who don't play table tennis actually think they have a chance to win a single point," said Anders Lind, 25, of Denmark, the No. 62-ranked player in the world. "It's cute. But it's not true."



It's one reason that the players hope their game can grow. Few laypeople have witnessed a professional match. And even if they had, the skills that set professionals apart -- the intensity of the spin, the chessboard tactics, the intricate footwork -- can be hard at first to perceive.



"They just don't understand the sport," said Rachel Sung, 20, an American competing in the team event, who was delighted to meet Curry and Edwards on the boat. "So it's hard to see the difficulty level."



Sometimes, the players feel compelled to make it clear.



Zhang, who graduated from the University of California, Berkeley, with a degree in psychology, said she was often challenged by "frat guys" at school who thought they could keep up. Every now and then she would oblige them in a rec room on campus.



"I'd hustle them a little, give them a little," she said, "and then destroy their egos."



Liam Pitchford, a four-time Olympian for Britain, once filmed a video with the England national soccer team, challenging star players like Harry Kane and Jude Bellingham to return his serves.



"They were sort of thinking they had a bit of table tennis skill about them," Pitchford said. "But once I sent in a few serves, they understood." ("It's impossible, bro," England forward Jack Grealish can be heard saying in the clip.)



Zhang, a four-time Olympian from Redwood City, Calif., does not like to brag. But when asked this week if she would indeed blank Curry or Edwards, 11-0, as she told them on the boat, she could not lie.




Zhang celebrates with her coach after winning her round of 32 match.




"That's for sure," she said. "But if they wanted a challenge, I'm always open to humbling them a little."



There may not be any schooling necessary.



On Monday in Paris, Zhang played what she called one of the best matches of her life to reach the round of 16 in the singles tournament, the deepest she has advanced at the Olympics. After clinching the last point, she fell to the ground in tears.



Witnessing the proceedings was none other than Edwards, who had come to cheer in the stands. The table tennis players, when they heard, could not believe it.



"They said they would come," Sung said of the N.B.A. players, laughing. "But we thought they were lying."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/30/sports/table-tennis-anthony-edwards.html
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Fifty years ago this July, as the waters of the South Pacific rushed toward the shores of Teahupo'o in a perfect, powerful curl, as they have always done, another wave visited the tiny hamlet. This time it was an invisible and airborne one: a surge of radiation escaping from a nuclear weapon test conducted by France in this far-flung reach of their republic.



Roniu Tupana Poareu was born in Teahupo'o, her family home fringed by palm trees and hibiscus bushes. She now serves as its mayor and speaks proudly of how its azure wave -- a platonic ideal of 
coiled, frothy propulsion
 -- was selected as the site of the surfing competition in these Summer Olympics, being hosted half a world away in Paris.



But Teahupo'o concealed a secret behind its sunny tourist brochure seascape. Unbeknown to its residents, Teahupo'o recorded, according to declassified French military documents, some of the highest radiation readings on Tahiti, French Polynesia's most populated island, after a radioactive cloud unexpectedly drifted overhead in July 1974.




Roniu Tupana Poareu, mayor of Teahupo'o, visiting the grave of her sister, who died this year of radiation-induced cancer.





New infrastructure, including a park, bridge and judging tower, was being built for the surfing event of the Olympics.




Ms. Poareu's siblings, who, like other children then, were particularly vulnerable to the malignant effects of a nuclear fallout, developed the kinds of cancers associated with exposure to radiation. Other relatives were diagnosed, too, and other villagers died. A few years ago, Ms. Poareu went house to house in Teahupo'o, a village of 1,500, and discovered 60 residents living with the disease. Even as mayor, she had not realized the full toll on her community.



In 2010, after years of refusing to recognize the health consequences of three decades of nuclear testing in French Polynesia, the French government began a process -- bureaucratic and buried in paperwork -- of recognizing and compensating victims of radiation-linked diseases. One of Ms. Poareu's sisters, who had been diagnosed with several cancers, was among the successful applicants. But no amount of official recognition, Ms. Poareu said, could cure her.



"I am happy that we have the Olympic surfing, and I am proud that everyone in the world will know Teahupo'o," Ms. Poareu said. "But sometimes, when I see the suffering of my family, I hate France."



Development and Danger



The twin realities of Teahupo'o, both surfing paradise and cancer hot spot, reveal the complicated legacy of colonialism in French Polynesia, a collection of islands and atolls covering an area roughly the size of Western Europe. As the site of nearly 200 French nuclear tests from 1966 to 1996, French Polynesia developed fast. Before it started detonating nuclear weapons, Paris gifted Tahiti its first airport and modern port.



Polynesians employed by the nuclear industry left their palm-frond homes to live in newly built housing blocks on Tahiti, the largest of the territory's 120 or so islands. Tourists arrived, too, lured by the coral-edged beaches and tales of a mighty wave at Teahupo'o.




The Plage de la Pointe Venus in Tahiti. French Polynesia is a collection of islands and atolls.





The arrival of nuclear jobs led to development on Tahiti.




Some families decorated their new apartments with a glowing symbol of Polynesian progress: a framed photograph of a mushroom cloud rising high over a South Pacific atoll.



But with development came danger. This year, French lawmakers opened an inquiry into the harmful effects of the tests conducted on Mururoa and Fangataufa, two atolls on the eastern fringes of French Polynesia. When President Emmanuel Macron of France visited the territory in 2021, he acknowledged that the state owed a "debt" to French Polynesia for the 193 nuclear tests.



"We did it here because we said to ourselves: 'It's lost in the middle of the Pacific, it won't have the same consequences,'" Mr. Macron said.



Elsewhere in the Pacific, American nuclear testing devastated atolls in what is now the independent country of the Marshall Islands. The United Kingdom did the same in places under its sway.



"It's not just us," said Heinui Le Caill, a representative at the Polynesian assembly. "Justice is needed across the Pacific."



While government medical researchers have found elevated rates of thyroid cancer in French Polynesia, the local cancer institute, established in 2021, said that overall cancer rates are, in fact, lower than those in metropolitan France, as the mainland is known. Still, many Polynesians contend that the true toll of the weapons testing is undercounted. Because of local taboos, some people die at home without ever going to state health facilities. Until recently, many cancer patients were sent overseas for care, meaning that some of their cases were not added to the disease tally, Polynesian legislators said.



President Moetai Brotherson of French Polynesia said that four of his family members had died of diseases that can be induced by radiation. His grandfather was buried in a coffin lined with lead because of fears that the radioactivity in his body would leach into the soil.



Last fall, Mr. Brotherson gave a speech at the United Nations pushing for a formal investigation into the damage caused by the nuclear testing and for a peaceful decolonization of the territory. The ruling Tavini party, which has called for independence from France, was founded in the late 1970s with a singular mission: to urge a halt to nuclear detonations in French Polynesia, known locally as Ma'ohi Nui.



"From a political standpoint, the issue of the nuclear tests has long been superimposed on the quest for independence," Mr. Brotherson said. "While the tests may have now stopped, people are still dying as a consequence. The French state needs to take responsibility."




Hao residents welcoming a government delegation to French Polynesia in April.





Oscar Temaru, the founder of a pro-independence political party, in his office in Tahiti. "We are victims of nuclear colonialism," he said.




Oscar Temaru, who is the founder of the Tavini party and a former president of French Polynesia, led an effort to file at the International Criminal Court a complaint against France for crimes against humanity.



"We are victims of nuclear colonialism," Mr. Temaru said. "That is why it is urgent for us to get our freedom."



The Champignon Cloud



When the uniformed men from metropolitan France first appeared in the 1960s, residents of Mangareva, one of the inhabited islands closest to the nuclear test site at Mururoa, also spelled Moruroa, were thrilled at the prospect of new construction jobs. They were proud that Charles de Gaulle, the war general turned French president, had chosen their part of French Polynesia as the laboratory for one of the 20th century's most consequential inventions.



Jeanne Puputauki, now 80 and white-haired, remembers the detonation in July 1966 of the very first "champignon," or "mushroom," as she put it. Excitement thrummed on the volcanic island, with its coral limestone cathedral. French soldiers and officials descended.



The local population was not given access to a structure adequate enough to protect them from radiation. The winds shifted suddenly, and danger -- odorless, soundless and unseen -- advanced toward Mangareva. Some of the first to die were the island's horses, including three belonging to Ms. Puputauki's family, she said.



As the nuclear detonations continued, Mangareva residents said that they were only occasionally directed into bunkers. They drank rainwater and ate vegetables grown in island soil. When the local food seemed to make them sick and lagoon fish went belly up, they resorted to canned alternatives, Ms. Puputauki said. The French military personnel stationed nearby enjoyed shipments of fresh food procured from outside Mangareva. They also could shelter in buildings with thick walls.




Nuclear testing on Mururoa atoll in 1971.





Jeanne Puputauki, 80, has been diagnosed with two separate cancers.




Throughout, the French government, which first tested its nuclear devices in colonial Algeria, maintained that the detonations were safe, even as evidence from American testing began to indicate otherwise. Military documents that were declassified in 2013 showed alarming radiation levels on Polynesian islands. In Mangareva, the rainwater radiation more than two months after the July 1966 detonation was 11 million times higher than normal, one secret report showed. French soldiers who had been stationed at a military base on Hao atoll grew sick.



Thyroid disease, which Mangareva residents said had never afflicted the island before the tests, became common. Tears trickling down her cheeks, Ms. Puputauki listed family members who had died of the types of cancers that have been linked to radiation: her mother, her father, two sisters, her brother-in-law. Her grandson died of a brain tumor at age 6.



"Now it's my turn," Ms. Puputauki said. She clutched a string of shells and a crucifix in her hand. A wreath of flowers and ferns sat on her head.



She has been diagnosed with two separate cancers.



"I love my island and it's my home, so I will stay," Ms. Puputauki said. "But it's destroyed."



The healing process was supposed to begin in 2010, when the French Parliament passed a law allowing affected military personnel and civilians to apply for compensation from diseases precipitated by the nuclear fallout. But the specifics, including an initial requirement that applicants prove that their sicknesses had been caused by exposure to radiation, heightened frustrations.



In the first seven years, only 11 victims had their applications approved. After various tweaks to the process, 108 people were given official status in 2023, but that is still just a fraction of those thought to have been affected. Polynesian officials have suggested that about 10,000 people were exposed to high blasts of radiation, but outside researchers say that roughly 110,000 were directly affected, nearly 90 percent of the population in the 1970s.




French riot police pushing out antinuclear protesters after they occupied the airport tarmac in Tahiti in 1995.





A nuclear testing site on Mururoa in 1985.




Perhaps to signal that the military has nothing to hide, in March, a group of Polynesian politicians was escorted to Mururoa, which is normally off-limits. A military doctor showed radiation readings from the atoll, which were normal. Other officers explained how the nuclear waste -- estimated at hundreds of kilograms of plutonium -- was safely disposed of in deep wells.



The legislators, however, had many questions. They asked why certain marine life wasn't tested for radiation. They wondered whether switching from atmospheric tests to underground explosions, which while safer in many ways, had put the nuclear site at threat of partial collapse.



"The French government told us for many years that everything was safe, but it wasn't," said Mereana Reid Arbelot, who is the French Polynesian representative at the French National Assembly and a member of the delegation that toured Mururoa. "It's hard to have trust."



Memories linger of how France hid its dirty nuclear past. And they reach far beyond French Polynesia. In 1985, the Rainbow Warrior, a boat owned by the environmental group Greenpeace, was in the Pacific to protest nuclear testing when it exploded in a harbor of Auckland, New Zealand, killing one person aboard. It had been headed next for Mururoa, and the French government eventually admitted that its intelligence service had bombed the boat.



Colonial Legacy



Last century, a groundswell of independence freed scores of nations from colonialism. Today, fewer than 20 places, almost all small islands controlled by the United States, United Kingdom and France, remain tethered to a larger power.



When the United Nations drew up a list of non-self-governing territories in 1946 -- in an attempt to highlight the dangers of the imperialism that had fueled World War II -- French Polynesia was part of the tally. But France soon requested its removal, and the territory did not return to the list until 2013, after lobbying by the pro-independence Tavini party. As recently as last year, a French official said at the U.N. that French Polynesia had no place on the decolonization list.




Students from the military school in Hao waiting to greet a French delegation.





The port in Hao. Today, the French Polynesia imports 70 percent of its food.




The debate over independence continues. Mr. Brotherson, the president of French Polynesia, refers to his land as a "country," and it has been referred to in French officialdom by the unwieldy designation of "overseas country inside the Republic." Yet Mr. Brotherson also acknowledges the convenience of having a French passport. Unless the independantistes, as they are known, can offer judicial, health and education services that approach those of France, he knows that any independence referendum will fail.



Perhaps, Mr. Brotherson said, a sovereign French Polynesia could one day negotiate a deal in which Paris would be responsible for the islands' defense and security but not for other aspects of nationhood. Or perhaps the United States, which maintains such pacts with several Pacific countries, could be a possible partner, he said. If colonialism is an anachronism, Mr. Brotherson continued in fluent English, use of the French language might be even more so. Yet because of its territorial holdings in the world's oceans, France can project its power across the globe.



French Polynesia was once self-sufficient, populated by masterful sailors who navigated their canoes between distant islands. Today, the territory imports 70 percent of its food. Seventy percent of the population lives on a single island, Tahiti, as a consequence of rapid urbanization after the nuclear construction boom.



Many Polynesians, even laborers at the testing sites who have suffered a particularly high incidence of disease, prefer not to talk about the nuclear legacy, said Tamatoa Tepuhiarii, who works for a local group that has helped Polynesian nuclear workers and their families. The workers exulted in how their salaries allowed them to buy exotic imports.




A local family fishing on the waterfront in Hao.





Most of the population lives on one island.




"They used to say that with all the money they earned, they could eat so much butter," Mr. Tepuhiarii said. "But, you know, how much butter can you really eat?"



Many French Polynesians, particularly on the outer islands, know little about the dangers of the tests. The territory is, per capita, one of the largest suppliers of young people to the French military, the same force that built and ran the nuclear test sites at Mururoa and Fangataufa.



"We need to talk about getting compensation for the victims of the nuclear tests," Mr. Tepuhiarii said. "But the most important thing is to decolonize the minds of Indigenous peoples."



Trouble in Paradise



The French researchers had calculated carefully, predicting the interplay of wind, weather and radiation. But on July 17, 1974, the mushroom cloud from France's final atmospheric nuclear test -- before the switch to underground detonations -- did not rise as high as scientists had anticipated. Without the winds of a higher altitude, the cloud of radiation barreled directly toward Tahiti, some 740 miles away from Mururoa.



What happened next was laid bare in the declassified French military documents. Scientists soon realized where the prevailing winds were forcing the radioactive cloud. It would take nearly two days for the fallout to reach Tahiti, yet residents were not made fully aware of the risks.



When a French commission decided who in Tahiti could apply for compensation over fallout, eligibility was mostly limited to residents who lived on one part of the island, based in part on radiation readings taken across Tahiti that were published in 2006 in a French atomic energy commission report. But an 
analysis of the declassified paperwork and other radiological data
 by an investigative consortium including Sebastien Philippe, a research scholar at Princeton University's Program on Science and Global Security, showed that the report had significantly minimized the radiation exposure across the island.



Defenders of the 2006 report initially said that the International Atomic Energy Agency had validated its findings. But Polynesian legislators and activists discovered that the international body had validated only the report's methodology, not the data.



"I'm not a political person, and for a long time I didn't want to speak out because people assumed that if you talk about the nuclear issue then you must be pro-independence," said Lena Normand, vice president of Association 193, which helps Polynesians navigate the compensation bureaucracy. "But people need to know what happened and how things are still being covered up."




Melody Lihault was diagnosed with lymphoma when she was 14 and sent to suburban Paris for treatment because there were no adequate facilities back home. Other children in the hospital ward were there alone, she said.





Worshippers at a church service held by Father Auguste Uebe-Carlson, the founder of Association 193, which helps Polynesians navigate the compensation bureaucracy.




Melody Lihault was raised in Tahiti. Her father often flew to the archipelago that includes Mururoa and Fangataufa for his pearl-farming business. In 2002, when she was 14 years old, she was diagnosed with lymphoma and sent to suburban Paris for treatment because there were no adequate facilities back home. Ms. Lihault's parents had the money to come with her, but the other Polynesian children in the pediatric cancer ward -- and there were quite a few, particularly from the islands closer to the testing sites, she said -- were hospitalized alone. Ms. Lihault's parents tried to comfort them, bringing in tropical flowers and organizing a ukulele party in the dark, cold Parisian winter.



In 2016, she was diagnosed again with lymphoma, a separate cancer from her first one, her doctors told her. She has been officially recognized as a victim of the nuclear fallout and is now in remission.



The declassified documents hold further surprises. One map shows that the highest radiation reading recorded on the entire island of Tahiti was in Teahupo'o, the village that is hosting the Olympic surfing event. Yet when a version of that map was published in the 2006 report, the reading from Teahupo'o was omitted.



One day in March, a group of young surfers sat under a shade tree on the beach at Teahupo'o. Powerful waves rolled in. The villagers had heard complaints about how construction for the Olympics had damaged the coral reef and destroyed wetlands needed to absorb the rains that regularly lash the area. But Teahupo'o's nuclear legacy was something they had never really considered. Still, each young villager started cataloging family members who had endured cancers. The list grew long.



Several days later, Ms. Poareu, the mayor of Teahupo'o, visited her sister at a clinic in Papeete, the French Polynesian capital. The doctor had seen this pattern before many times, he said.



Afterward, Ms. Poareu went to a city stadium where local schools were competing in a heiva, a traditional music and dance competition. The children drummed and danced, their costumes festooned with grasses, shells and other tropical bounty. Leis brightened the night. Each troupe told a story, and two acted out the terror, no longer the beauty displayed on living room walls, of mushroom clouds rising above Polynesian atolls. Nuclear weapons are part of local storytelling lore now.



Ms. Poareu's sister died of radiation-induced cancer a couple weeks later.



"All the gold in the world is not enough to compensate us," Ms. Poareu said. "This is paradise, but our paradise is poisoned."



Audio produced by 
Sarah Diamond
.



Julien Pithois contributed reporting from Tahiti, French Polynesia, and Aurelien Breeden from Paris.
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As War Gets Bleaker, More Ukrainians Appear Open to a Peace Deal



Most Ukrainians still oppose ceding any territory to Russia. But polls and recent remarks by the country's leaders highlight a palpable shift in the conversation around peace talks.




Olha Predchenko, right, and her mother, Kateryna Predchenko, looking at the makeshift memorial for fallen soldiers at Maidan Square in Kyiv last week.




By Kim Barker
Photographs by Oksana Parafeniuk


Jul 31, 2024


Olha Predchenko held hands with her 85-year-old mother as they looked at the makeshift memorial on the grass in central Kyiv, each blue and yellow flag marked with the name of a soldier who had died fighting in the war with Russia.



They come here often to Maidan Square, to spend time thinking about the dead and the war. Ms. Predchenko said she dreamed of something heavy falling on the Kremlin. But she also hoped for a peace deal soon.



"Better a bad peace than a good war," added Ms. Predchenko, 61.



Increasingly frustrated, more Ukrainians appear to be opening up to the idea of a negotiated peace, even as they remain vague about what that means.



Most Ukrainians still oppose ceding any territory to Russia, not even the Crimean peninsula that was seized by Russia 10 years ago, polls show. But those polls and recent remarks by the country's leaders also highlight a palpable shift in the conversation around peace talks -- from a no-deal-not-ever to a maybe-compromise-at-some-point.




Men biking through an exhibition of destroyed military equipment in Kyiv.





People walk in the underground crossing in Bucha.




In mid-July, a survey by the Ukrainian independent media outlet 
ZN.UA
 found that about 44 percent of Ukrainian civilians favored starting official talks with Russia. On July 23, the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology released 
a poll
 showing that nearly a third of Ukrainians would agree to cede some territory to Russia to end the war. That's more than three times as many as the year before.



Nadia Ivashchenko, 28, a railway signal operator from the central Kirovohrad region, said she couldn't describe a good peace settlement. But her husband has been fighting in the army since Russia invaded in February 2022, and the couple has a 5-year-old son who hasn't seen his father in years.



"So many people died, and what for?" Ms. Ivashchenko said. "But I want everything to be finished, at least somehow, because I have a son, and I don't want him to grow up in such a wartime as now."



In Ukraine, the third year of the war is grueling: The Russians are inching forward every day, and Ukraine has been unable to mount a successful counteroffensive since 2022. The country has been beset by frequent power outages and a growing death toll.




A Ukrainian infantry soldier in a base close to Russian positions in the southern Donetsk region last week. 





A man walks his dog during a rolling blackout in Kyiv earlier this month. The country has been beset by frequent power outages.




Ongoing support from the West seems unpredictable, especially if Donald J. Trump regains the White House in November. Germany will cut military aid for Ukraine in half if its 
proposed budget
 for 2025 is adopted; that is seen as a bellwether for Western commitment, especially after the 
six-month delay
 in the United States for a military-aid package delivered this spring.



International pressure is building on Ukraine and Russia to come to some kind of agreement, although experts agree neither side is ready. The barriers to any settlement are huge: Russia occupies about 18 percent of Ukrainian territory, including Crimea, 
according to DeepState
, an analytical group with close ties to Ukraine's army.



In June, 
President Vladimir Putin said
 he would order a cease-fire and enter negotiations with Ukraine only if Kyiv withdrew from the regions that Moscow has claimed -- but does not yet completely control -- and dropped aspirations to join NATO. Ukraine dismissed the proposal as a demand for capitulation; President Volodymyr Zelensky has said he wants Ukraine to 
return to its 1991 borders
 and gain a NATO berth.



Russia was not invited to Switzerland in June for the first international peace summit, a 92-country gathering meant to promote Ukraine's vision for how the war should end. Since then, Ukraine has publicly signaled that Russia should come to the next one, and 
Mr. Zelensky, in an interview with the BBC
, expressed hope for a diplomatic solution.



Ukraine's foreign minister was in Beijing this month expressing a willingness to have China play a more central role in peace negotiations, and on Wednesday Ukraine invited China's top diplomat to visit Kyiv.




People walking by a sign saying "Be Brave Like Ukraine" in Kyiv.





A recruitment poster in Kyiv.




Russia has 
so far
 been noncommittal about participating in a second peace summit. But the Kremlin has also signaled in recent weeks that it could enter negotiations even if Kyiv doesn't fulfill Mr. Putin's June demands. Regardless, many Western officials and analysts question whether Mr. Putin is ready to negotiate anything other than a peace deal on his terms.



A key adviser to Mr. Zelensky 
last week
 said making a deal now with Mr. Putin was akin to signing "a deal with the devil." And while the Kyiv Institute poll showed a threefold increase in people willing to give up land for peace, it also found that 55 percent of Ukrainians oppose any territorial concessions whatsoever.



Kateryna Predchenko, Olha's 85-year-old mother, chastised her daughter for suggesting a deal and thought Ukrainian soldiers should keep fighting.



"It's not just Ukraine, they protect the whole world," she said. "Why doesn't the world want to understand this? We need everyone to rise up against this Russian idiot."



In the south, one of the regions most affected by the war, the change in attitude over the past year was striking, the Kyiv Institute's poll showed. More than half of the respondents said they either supported ceding some territory or weren't quite sure. Only 46 percent said they opposed any concessions. A year ago, 86 percent in this region -- encompassing Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, Mykolaiv, Kherson and Odesa -- said they opposed giving any territory to Russia.




Yuriy Melnyk lit candles at a memorial to the victims of the Russian occupation in Bucha last week.





A memorial called to the "Fallen Heroes for Ukraine" in Kyiv.




Mykola, 33, a resident of Odesa, who didn't want his last name used because he was avoiding the military draft, said he could see ceding the Crimean peninsula, already in Russia's control, or the area near the city of Luhansk in eastern Donbas as part of a deal. But he added: "As a person who's sitting home and not fighting on the battlefield, I don't feel I have any moral right to say how this agreement should look."



Freezing the lines of battle would leave those in occupied areas, which include the relatives of many Ukrainians, in Russian control indefinitely. And the areas Ukraine has liberated are grim, destroyed by Russian strikes and rife with allegations of human rights abuses.



The sociology institute's survey did not identify how large concessions should be, whether territory should be officially conceded or whether it should be controlled temporarily by Russia in a less formal way.



 "It's just in general, what's your emotions?" said Anton Grushetskyi, the institute's executive director. "And surely, more and more people are ready. And the key reason is the failed expectations from the last year, because lots of people had more hopes
."



He added that many Ukrainians had seen those hopes dashed, particularly because of the delay in U.S. military aid.



For some Ukrainians, their desired deal sounds more like a pipe dream.



"I'd like Russia to go home, stop interfering in our country and deal with their internal problems," said Oleksandr Melnyk, 26, a car mechanic in the southeastern city of Kryvyi Rih. He said he has submitted his papers to serve in the army. "I'd like them to stop their aggression, pay for the damage, and return all our prisoners and children."



Many in Ukraine said they were nervous about what the re-election of Mr. Trump might mean. The former president has said he plans to bring a swift end to the war, although he hasn't specified how. Ukrainians worry that he would cut America's support or push to allow Russia to keep the territory it now occupies.




A woman posing for a photo in front of a sculpture saying "I love Ukraine" in Kyiv.





American and Ukrainian arranged at the makeshift flag memorial for fallen soldiers.




Mr. Trump's inner circle is filled with Ukraine war skeptics, including JD Vance, his pick for vice president, who 
once
 said: "I don't really care what happens to Ukraine one way or another." 



But other Ukrainians said that Mr. Trump would at least give Ukraine an answer.



"If Trump comes to power, everything will be clear," said Natalia Fomenko, 47, who lives in Irpin, one of the Kyiv suburbs ravaged early in the war by the Russians. "Either he will provide Ukraine with weapons, or we will have to agree to negotiate."



Some Ukrainians on the front lines also said they were skeptical that Russia would actually honor the terms of a peace deal.



"I'd rather believe in the chastity of a prostitute," said Oleksandr Tsebrii, a soldier of the 58th motorized brigade, in 
a Facebook video
 posted on July 15, shortly after Mr. Zelensky publicly suggested Russia could come to the next peace summit. He added: "The only formula for our security and the existence of Ukraine is our resistance."



Last week, he was 
killed
 in heavy fighting in the eastern region of Donetsk.




The Independence Monument in Maidan square.




Anton Troianovski, Andrew Kramer and Dzvinka Pinchuk contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/world/europe/ukraine-russia-peace-mood.html
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It was 9 a.m. on a Friday in March, and Ernest Jones III was hungry.



From a hospital bed at a research facility at the National Institutes of Health in Maryland, he surveyed his meal tray: Honey Nut Cheerios with fiber-enriched whole milk, a plastic-wrapped blueberry muffin and margarine.



"Simple, old school," one of those "Saturday morning breakfasts from back in the day," said Mr. Jones, 38, who is studying to become a pastor.



He was about halfway through his 28-day stay at the N.I.H., and Mr. Jones was one of 36 people participating in a nutrition trial that is expected to be completed in late 2025. For one month each, researchers will draw participants' blood, track their body fat and weight, measure the calories they burn, and feed them three meticulously designed meals per day.



The subjects don't know it, but their job is to help answer some of the most pressing questions in nutrition: Are ultraprocessed foods harmful to health? Are they a major driver of weight gain and obesity? And why is it so easy to eat so many of them?



If researchers can answer these questions, they say, perhaps there are ways to make ultraprocessed foods healthier.



The Trouble With Processing



Ultraprocessed foods encompass a large range of foods and drinks that are made using methods and ingredients you wouldn't typically use or find in a home kitchen. Sodas, processed meats and flavored yogurts are part of this category, as are most breakfast cereals, packaged breads and plant milks.



Ultraprocessed foods are a major source of calories in the United States -- making up about 58 percent of those consumed by children and adults, according to 
one recent estimate
.



Kevin Hall, a senior investigator at the N.I.H. who is leading the trial, said that there is a "mountain of epidemiological data" 
linking ultraprocessed foods to poor health
 -- including 
32 health concerns
 like heart disease, Type 2 diabetes, obesity, depression and certain gastrointestinal conditions and types of cancer.



But many questions remain, including whether it is the ultraprocessed foods themselves that cause those conditions, or whether it is something about the lives of the people who eat them. Scientists also still don't know 
why 
ultraprocessed foods might cause poor health.



There's a "gaping hole in our knowledge," Dr. Hall said -- one he hopes to begin to fill with this research.



The 'Most Important Study Done in Nutrition in Years'



In 2019, Dr. Hall and his colleagues 
published the results of a trial
 that has been hailed as one of the most influential studies in nutrition.



In it, 20 adults lived at the N.I.H. and spent two weeks following a diet made of ultraprocessed foods and two weeks following one prepared from unprocessed foods. Both diets had similar nutrient levels, and the participants were instructed to eat as much or as little as they liked.



The results were surprising: During the ultraprocessed weeks, the participants consumed about 500 more calories per day than they did during the unprocessed weeks, and gained an average of two pounds. By the end of the unprocessed weeks, they had lost about two pounds.



It was "the most important study done in nutrition in years," said Marion Nestle, an emeritus professor of nutrition, food studies and public health at New York University.



Researchers hadn't directly tested how ultraprocessed foods might influence calorie consumption and weight gain before, she said, and the answer was relevant to a large portion of Americans. It also rigorously controlled the participants' diets for a month -- something most nutrition studies don't do.




During a test of how many calories he burned at rest, Mr. Jones was asked to lie quietly in his bed for 30 minutes to an hour while gas analyzers measured the oxygen and carbon dioxide levels within a plastic chamber around his head.




But the trial was small and hadn't been replicated, Dr. Hall said. It also didn't explain why people tend to overeat ultraprocessed foods.



So Dr. Hall is using this new study to replicate those findings, and to test two theories about why the foods may lead to weight gain.



One idea is that they often contain certain combinations of enticing nutrients -- like fats, sugars, sodium and carbohydrates -- that might trigger the brain's reward system in a way that makes people want to eat a lot of them.



After munching on salty potato chips, "your brain is like, 'Oh my god, we need another bite of that,'" even if "your stomach is like, 'Oh, please don't do that, we're so full,'" said Tera Fazzino, an assistant professor of psychology at the University of Kansas. Dr. Fazzino defined the term used to describe this phenomenon, called 
hyperpalatability
.



A second hypothesis, Dr. Hall said, is that ultraprocessed foods often contain many calories per bite. And because they can be less filling than unprocessed foods, you might consume more of them without thinking in order to feel satisfied.



Dr. Hall thinks that if food companies could make ultraprocessed foods less calorie-packed and irresistible, we might be less likely to consume extra calories and gain weight.



Tracked, Scanned and Chaperoned



Every day at 6:30 a.m., a nurse knocked on the door of Mr. Jones's room to wake him, check his blood pressure and take his weight.



At 9 a.m., it was time for his first meal. Every tray was carefully prepared in a basement kitchen at the N.I.H., each ingredient weighed to the nearest tenth of a gram. Participants were instructed to eat as much or as little as they liked. Some meals contained as many as 2,000 calories -- the amount some people have in an entire day.



Once he was finished, Mr. Jones's tray was whisked back to the basement, where scientists weighed any leftovers to calculate exactly how much he had eaten.



Mr. Jones didn't know about the food scales in the basement, or that the number of calories he consumed was the key part of the study. He also wasn't allowed to see his weight, over fears it might influence how much he ate.



Every week, the characteristics of the meals would change, depending on what the researchers were testing. One week was all unprocessed foods, like unsweetened yogurts, nuts, baked cod, stir-fried beef, rice and lots of vegetables.



For the other three weeks, at least 80 percent of the meals' calories were made up of ultraprocessed foods -- breakfast cereals, sausages, deli meats, sweetened yogurts, baked goods -- with slight tweaks between weeks to test how their calorie concentrations and palatability might affect how much the participants ate.



For the entire study, Mr. Jones wore a continuous glucose monitor on his upper arm to track blood sugar fluctuations. He also wore activity trackers on one of his wrists, an ankle and his waist to account for any variations in his activity. One day per week, his blood was drawn before breakfast and then six times more over the next three hours to measure his insulin, glucose, lipid and hunger and satiety hormone levels, as well as his inflammation markers.



Several times per day, an iPad would ping with survey questions about his mood, appetite and satisfaction with the meals.




Mr. Jones would have preferred long walks outdoors for exercise. But he rode the stationary bike as instructed. "I just dedicated myself to the cause of the study, so that they can get all of the accurate information that they need," he said.




Once a week, Mr. Jones would also get a full body scan to measure his body fat and a test to see how many calories he burned while resting in bed. And he'd be sealed into a dormlike room called a metabolic chamber for a 24-hour period every week, where researchers would measure how many calories he burned while eating, watching TV, riding a stationary bike, sleeping and doing other activities.



To see how the diets affected his gut microbiome, Mr. Jones also had to give a stool sample once a week -- his least favorite part of the study.



"That was the one thing that I was like, 'I don't know if I want to do this,'" Mr. Jones said.



In his downtime, he watched a lot of documentaries and sports -- including all of the March Madness games -- and he read, wrote in his journal, and attended divinity courses and church services online.



Living at the N.I.H. took some getting used to. Mr. Jones was the only trial participant at the N.I.H. during his stay; the researchers don't have space or staffing to accommodate more than one or two subjects at a time. And he was not allowed to snack or have caffeine, which can affect metabolism, Dr. Hall said, and people's preferences for coffee creamer and sweeteners would complicate things. Alcohol was also forbidden.



Mr. Jones missed sipping hot tea and eating homemade popcorn when he did his homework in the evenings, and he would have liked an occasional Jolly Rancher or honey bun. He sometimes craved a soda, which, despite being a major ultraprocessed product in the United States, was not part of the study.



He also missed his daily walks, which often stretched for more than 10 miles in his mother's Richmond, Va., neighborhood, where he'd lived for the year before coming to the N.I.H. 



During the trial, Mr. Jones agreed to ride a stationary bicycle for an hour each day so he could get a standard amount of exercise. He was allowed to step outside or take short walks around campus, but they had to be chaperoned -- to prevent "stopping by the vending machine or the cafeteria," Dr. Hall said.



Mr. Jones asked to go outside only a handful of times during his month at the facility, but he was thrilled when a nurse handed him a pair of eclipse glasses on April 8 and told him it was time to go watch the celestial event.



What A Trial Like This Might Tell Us



If the study can give researchers some clarity about why ultraprocessed foods may cause unintentional weight gain, the results could help to guide nutrition policies, said Josiemer Mattei, an associate professor of nutrition at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. For instance, she said, policymakers could develop labels for certain foods to warn about their potential health risks.



The ultraprocessed category includes so many foods and drinks that it's impractical -- and maybe not necessary -- for most people to avoid them all, Dr. Hall said.



But if the trial suggests that some of these foods cause weight gain because they are packed with calories or engineered to be extremely tasty, those findings can help distinguish which of the foods may be OK to eat, and which are most important to avoid, Dr. Hall said. Food manufacturers could potentially use that information to make processed foods that are less likely to cause weight gain, he said, such as by reducing their sodium or sugar, or by adding fiber, which adds bulk without adding calories.



Carlos Monteiro, a nutritional epidemiologist at the University of Sao Paulo in Brazil, who defined the term ultraprocessed foods with his colleagues in 2009, is skeptical that the companies would willingly implement these changes, though. Making a product less irresistible, for example, could cut into their profits, he said.



Still, Dr. Hall thinks it's worth a try to push for less harmful ultraprocessed foods, in part because it's unlikely that Americans will have the desire or time to go back to making everything from scratch, he said.




No two meals in the four-week trial were alike. On this day in April, his lunch was pan-seared chicken breast with quinoa and a spinach salad.




Dr. Hall's family eats plenty of unprocessed foods, but chicken nuggets and frozen pizzas still make occasional appearances in his home. They're convenient and his young children enjoy them. "I don't want to not have chicken nuggets as an option," he said.



He acknowledged that it'll take more research to understand how these foods affect health before they can be re-engineered so that they don't cause weight gain.



"It sounds pie in the sky," he said. But, he added, "I think there's a real shot at this."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/30/well/eat/ultraprocessed-foods-diet-study.html
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Harris Created a Huge Wave of Energy. How Long Can Democrats Ride It?



Democrats are buzzing, but sustaining the momentum is the next challenge. "How long does the honeymoon last?" one Republican pollster asked. "Who knows."




Vice President Kamala Harris rallied on Tuesday night before a large, energetic crowd in Atlanta. "The momentum in this race is shifting," she said.




By Lisa Lerer, Maya King and Reid J. Epstein


Jul 31, 2024


Everything is different now for Democrats.



Their crowds are dancing. Beyonce has conquered the soundtrack. The celebrities -- from Southern rappers to Hollywood actors -- are showing up.



And 
by the time Vice President Kamala Harris took the stage
 on Tuesday night in Atlanta for what her aides billed as the kickoff for her new-and-improved campaign, it was clear that President Biden had been left a distant memory -- a name not even mentioned in her remarks.



"The momentum in this race is shifting," she declared from behind a lectern embossed with the vice-presidential seal. "There are signs that Donald Trump is feeling it."



Ms. Harris's ascent to the top of the ticket has transformed the presidential race into a fundamentally different contest, delivering an electric shock to a listless Democratic Party that for more than a year struggled to mobilize its base behind Mr. Biden.



But the real test awaits: whether Ms. Harris can convert the wave of pent-up liberal energy into sustained momentum. While polling shows that the party's core voters have rallied behind Ms. Harris, the race remains 
in a dead heat
, reflecting the politics of a fiercely divided nation. After months of Democratic attrition over a weakened candidate, Ms. Harris must now rebuild the coalition that powered Democrats -- and the Biden-Harris ticket -- to victory in 2020.



In some ways, her campaign remains a work in progress. Though Ms. Harris inherited the 1,300 people working for Mr. Biden's re-election operation and its $96 million in the bank, her plans to reshape it remain unsettled. She has yet to fully reveal her own vision for the party and the country, beyond what she inherited, or to hold a news media interview.



And she still needs to pick a running mate, though an announcement 
is expected early next week
. Cautioning that no vice-presidential decisions have been made, her campaign announced Tuesday night that the new ticket would begin a swing through the seven battleground states next week -- starting in Philadelphia.



She will be operating in one of the most unpredictable political environments in recent memory. Not since the era of black-and-white television have two candidates competed in a race measured in weeks, rather than the nearly yearlong traditional battle to the White House.



The condensed timeline could extend her support enough to last through the election -- or send it crashing down.



"How long does the honeymoon last? Who knows," said Neil Newhouse, a Republican pollster. "When you have an unprecedented event like this, people take time to digest it."




Ms. Harris's campaign is trying to turn the burst of Democratic enthusiasm into more durable support. 




So far, Democrats are thrilled with what they see. With thousands of people, her rally in Atlanta was far larger than any event hosted by the Biden campaign. But it was also a hard tonal shift away from the president.



The Biden campaign, as in 2020, had been about restoring the "soul of the nation," a paean to a lost pre-Trump comity he hoped to bring back. Ms. Harris is pushing a message squarely about what's next.



"This campaign is about two very different visions for our nation: one focused on the future, the other focused on the past," she said on Tuesday. "We are not going back because ours is a fight for the future and for freedom."



Like the president, Ms. Harris promised to lower housing costs and tackle prescription drug prices. She vowed to protect "hard-fought freedoms" including voting rights, pledged to expand access to abortion and, 
as she did last week in Wisconsin
, told supporters, "The baton is on our hands."



But the frame was new, to reflect the upended reality of the campaign. The Harris warm-up speakers mocked the Trump campaign for running the same playbook against her that it did against Mr. Biden.



"Some days I feel sorry for Republicans, because they've got to figure out how to run a criminal against a prosecutor," said Senator Raphael Warnock of Georgia.



In the most emotionally charged moment of the Atlanta rally, Ms. Harris ridiculed Mr. Trump for announcing last week that 
he was backing off his commitment to a September debate
 he had agreed to attend when Mr. Biden was still running.



"Well Donald, I do hope you'll reconsider to meet me on the debate stage," she said, drawing out the tension with a long pause. "Because as the saying goes, if you've got something to say, say it to my face."



The crowd went wild. And in the campaign's YouTube post-rally show -- another thing that did not exist when Mr. Biden was running -- the actor Sterling K. Brown recalled the triumphant "say it to my face" moment and declared, "I felt that in my bones."



Campaign aides say they now face the challenge of converting the burst of enthusiasm into more durable support.




Ms. Harris's campaign says it plans to compete across a wider range of more racially diverse Sun Belt and Southern states, including Georgia, Arizona, North Carolina and Nevada.




There are early signs that Democratic voters may be giving her a second look, after they largely rejected her during her ill-fated 2020 primary campaign. In a little more than a week, she has 
broken fund-raising records
, 
dominated social media
 and created the kind of energy that some Democrats say they haven't seen since Barack Obama first ran for the White House nearly two decades ago. A series of 
recent
 
polls
 show a significant increase in the number of voters who view her more favorably than even just a month ago.



Harris aides say this new sense of energy has already opened up fresh opportunities for their campaign. By the time Mr. Biden exited the race, Democrats had quietly acknowledged that his path to victory had narrowed to the "blue wall" states of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.



Ms. Harris's campaign now says the plan is to compete across a wider range of more racially diverse Sun Belt and Southern states, including Arizona, Georgia, Nevada and North Carolina.



"We have multiple pathways to 270 electoral votes," said Dan Kanninen, the campaign's battleground states director, drawing an unstated contrast with Mr. Biden. "The vice president is strong in both the blue wall and the Sun Belt, and we are running hard in both."



Democrats also hope to benefit from the shortened timeline. The longer the Harris campaign can portray her as a cultural phenomenon, the longer she can avoid articulating details of her policy agenda that could divide her support.



"I think we are three weeks from knowing whether she can ascend the Obama ladder to where it's about her and not any specific policies she has," said Rick Davis, who was the campaign manager for Senator John McCain's 2008 presidential bid, which was derailed by Mr. Obama's political rise.



For now, the Harris team intends to skip some of the traditional markers of a presidential bid. While Ms. Harris released a host of policy papers during her 2020 campaign -- 
some of which she has since disavowed
 -- this time she plans to cast herself as a policy extension of Mr. Biden's administration. She may release some economic plans that largely mirror what the president has proposed, but is unlikely to offer any policy surprises.



Republicans have struggled to adapt to the changed environment, cycling through a series of attacks against Ms. Harris over the past week before settling on the playbook that they have been pursuing against Mr. Biden for more than a year.



"When Kamala tells us she is weak, failed and dangerously liberal, we should believe her," the Trump campaign said in a statement about Ms. Harris on Tuesday.



That language almost exactly echoed the attacks used against Mr. Biden throughout the campaign: "Joe Biden is weak, failed, dishonest and not fit for the White House," Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles, Mr. Trump's top campaign aides, said in a July 3 statement.



Trump campaign officials attribute the shift in the race to what Tony Fabrizio, a campaign pollster, has called the "Harris honeymoon." They plan to focus on the same set of issues that have driven Mr. Trump's campaign for months: economic discontent, concerns about the border, high housing costs and worries about crime.



Mr. Trump's aides believe those issues may override concerns among moderate Republican voters about the former president's polarizing style and criminal record.



Still, Democrats say they see little signs of fading support. A series of calls hosted by different demographic groups -- 
white men
, white women, Black women, Latinos -- have attracted hundreds of thousands of participants and raised millions of dollars. 



Katie Paris, the founder of a political organization for suburban moms, said her group had heated debates after the debate a month ago over whether Mr. Biden should step down.



But after he endorsed Ms. Harris, those disagreements vanished. Now, she said, her members are more unified and mobilized than she has seen since 2020. And thousands more people have signed up to organize with them.



"Politics can feel like such a slog. Nobody likes two-year presidential campaigns," Ms. Paris said. "Give me 100 days, and, 'OK! I can grab my friends and do that.'"



Rebecca Davis O'Brien
 contributed reporting from New York, and 
Jazmine Ulloa
 from Washington.
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Nearly 1,000 Native Children Died at Boarding Schools, Interior Dept. Finds



An investigative report, which also documents widespread sexual and physical abuse in a program of forced assimilation, calls on the federal government to apologize and "chart a road to healing."




Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, a Laguna Pueblo citizen and the first Native American cabinet secretary, has led the effort in accounting for Native American children who attended federal boarding schools.




By Aishvarya Kavi


Jul 31, 2024


Nearly 1,000 American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian children died while attending boarding schools that were set up by the U.S. government for the purpose of erasing their tribal ties and cultural practices, according to a report released on Tuesday by the Interior Department.



"For the first time in the history of the country, the U.S. government is accounting for its role in operating Indian boarding schools to forcibly assimilate Indian children, and working to set us on a path to heal from the wounds inflicted by those schools," Bryan Newland, the department's assistant secretary for Indian affairs, wrote this month in a letter to Interior Secretary Deb Haaland that was included in the report.



The report calls on the federal government to apologize and "chart a road to healing." Its recommendations include creating a national memorial to commemorate the children's deaths and educate the public; investing in research and helping Native communities heal from intergenerational stress and trauma; and revitalizing Native languages.



From the early 1800s
 to the late 1960s, the U.S. government removed Native children from their families and homes and sent them to boarding schools, where they were 
forcibly assimilated
.



It spent nearly $25 billion in today's dollars on the comprehensive effort, according to 
the investigative report released on Tuesday
, including operating 417 schools across 37 states and territories where children were physically and sexually abused. They were also forcibly converted to Christianity and punished for speaking their Native languages.



The report identified by name almost 19,000 children who attended a federal school between 1819 and 1969, though the Interior Department acknowledges there were more.



The accounting of the bodies of Native American children was one of the main goals of a federal initiative begun more than three years ago after Canada discovered the remains of 215 children at the site of a defunct boarding school and announced 
a similar effort
. Ms. Haaland, a Laguna Pueblo citizen and the first Native American cabinet secretary, has led the effort in the United States.



Tuesday's report, the second and final from the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative, found that 973 children died at Indian boarding schools and were buried at 74 sites, 21 of which are unmarked. The Interior Department said it was working with tribes that want the remains repatriated.



Though political support eventually faded for the forced assimilation of children, the effects of the uprooting and abuse are still felt by Native communities, according to the report. Children were left with lasting psychological trauma, and studies funded by the National Institutes of Health have linked poor physical health in Native American adults to their attendance at federally run schools as children.



The department conducted interviews with hundreds of survivors as part of its investigation. Some described widespread sexual abuse at the schools, as well as routine physical abuse. One attendee described newcomers being stripped of their parkas, which were burned in a furnace. Another recalled that many children became "violently ill" from highly processed foods like powdered milk and canned meats, and were then beaten for soiling their bedding or clothing.



"I remember my braids being cut off; washed like we were dirty; talked to us like we were dirty," one unnamed participant, from South Dakota, said in the report. "We were dressed in uniforms."



Others described lasting feelings of abandonment and shame from having their family connections severed when they were taken away to attend the schools.



"I think the worst part of it was at night, listening to all the other children crying themselves to sleep, crying for their parents and just wanting to go home," said another unnamed participant, from Michigan.



A participant from Washington described how her sister, now a grandmother, still could not sleep in the dark and would wake up screaming when the light was turned off because she had been routinely locked in a closet as a young girl.



The report said that aside from experiencing lasting physical and psychological effects, many children learned only agricultural or manual and domestic labor skills, with tribal economies destabilized by their lack of formal education.



The report said that although "a change in our nation's understanding" had come quickly -- with the troubling history of Indian boarding schools now discussed in books, television shows and movies -- many communities were far from healed.



"The new report provides critical information that is needed to understand the complete history and impact of the federal Indian boarding school era," 
Beth Wright
, a lawyer with the Native American Rights Fund who worked on boarding school cases, said in a statement. "The next step is for the Department of Interior to provide resources and funding directly to tribal nations who desire to research, address and tell their own stories of the impact the federal Indian boarding school era has had on their own communities and people."
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In Hawaii, Weaving New Life Into a Nearly Vanished Art Form



The age-old practice of turning tree leaves into mats has been revived on the islands. "It teaches you how to weave relationships, past and present," one master artisan says.




Emma Broderick, right, and her mother, Maile Meyer, under a pu hala tree on Oahu, a touchstone of Hawaiian culture. Its leaves are used to weave mats like the one they are sitting on. "To be a weaver is to be a healer," said Broderick, whose group passes on ancestral knowledge about weaving and other practices.




By Patricia Leigh Brown


Jul 31, 2024


Just past daybreak, before they began to weave, Emma Broderick and her mother, Maile Meyer, gathered beneath a canopy of sinuous leaves to greet the pu
 
hala tree, 
a touchstone of Hawaiian culture
 that for generations has provided the raw materials for weaving moena, the traditional floor mats that were once ubiquitous in Hawaiian homes.



Broderick introduced herself to the tree, with its lattice of stilt-like roots, addressing it as she might a loved one. "Of course, flattery never hurts," she said. She had a pink plumeria blossom with an intoxicating aroma tucked behind her ear.



"You want to come with me?" she asked the tree, seductively. "Would you like to live in a house and be in a mat?"



Broderick, 33, is the executive director of the 
Pu'uhonua Society,
 a group dedicated to reviving age-old Hawaiian practices, like weaving and coconut growing, that were on the verge of vanishing. (The word "pu'uhonua" means refuge.) Along with a growing number of weavers on other islands, it is collectively energizing a tradition brought by the first Oceania settlers who arrived in Hawaii on canoes powered by woven sails.



Broderick is third generation, inheriting the leadership role from her mother, who in turn inherited it from her mother, Emma Aluli Meyer, who founded the group in 1972.



The pu hala -- scientific name, Pandanus tectorius -- was growing in a landscape lush with lipstick-red heliconia flowers, orchids on lichen-covered branches and myna birds flitting overhead. Only thick brown leaves, or lau
,
 on the verge of dropping, are harvested for mats, the longer the better. The leaves are also used to plait hats, bracelets, fans, place mats, ceremonial baskets and other items.




Pu hala trees growing on Oahu, on an estate where 30 weavers met. The leaves are used for weaving mats and other objects.




About 30 weavers were assembled in the living room of a venerable estate in Laie, on Oahu's northeastern shore. The compound, Kikila, was built in 1924 by a Hawaiian family that, as is customary, cushioned the floors with mats that are now sorely in need of rejuvenation.



The weavers held hands in a circle in front of a huge lava rock fireplace, singing a morning prayer before plunging into the laborious task of preparing the lau for weaving. The process begins by ridding the leaves of fire ants and centipedes before cutting, measuring, smoothing, drying and then spooling the pliable leaves around their hands.



This weaving group calls itself "Keanahala" -- "the hala cave" -- a nod to historical accounts of weavers seeking shelter in cool dark caves to prevent their precious lau from buckling and cracking under the tropical sun. "It teaches you how to weave relationships, past and present," said Lorna May Pacheco, a 77-year-old master weaver known as Aunty Lorna, "and incorporate them into the future, so people don't get lost."




Weavers set up their materials under the tent to create their first floor mats, a process that took four days.





Kainoa Gruspe, one of the young weavers who joined the group. Preparing the lau is laborious and begins by ridding the leaves of fire ants and centipedes before cutting, smoothing and drying.




The weaving of relationships is at the heart of Pu'uhonua's work. It is also the goal of an ambitious new national initiative called "
Arts for Everybody,"
 designed to show the potential for cultural and artistic practices to heal, leading to healthier lives and communities. The Pu'uhonua Society is one of the groups, which are geographically dispersed in 18 cities and towns around the country, and was intended to encourage arts participation as an antidote to social isolation during the pandemic. 
Last Saturday
 all 18 places simultaneously staged a crazy quilt of happenings and performances that included Pu'uhonua's "reawakening" of ancestral cultural knowledge in historic Thomas Square in Honolulu, where sovereignty was restored to the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1843.



"The common understanding in Hawaii is that the health of our people is tied to the health of our land," Broderick observed. "There's a deep healing that happens when people gather and weave together, because to weave lau is to have a connection to
 
aina
, 
the land," she added. "To be a weaver is to be a healer. Our ancestral knowledge is being passed on."



Over four barefoot days at Kikila, with nary a sandal in sight, the grounds of the old estate were infused with a sense of purpose, and of healing. The less experienced weavers learned to plait their first mats and the most accomplished ones formed a repair squad to triage mats that had been trod and slept upon for nearly a century. They sat cross-legged, examining holes, tattered corners and collectively mulling over how best to patch the worn spots -- a metaphor, perhaps, for life.




Inger Kanoe Hojfeldt repairing a corner of a vintage mat in the living room of the 100-year-old estate house. The spools of lau, or leaves prepared for weaving, are alongside.




Among them was 30-year-old La'Noa O Pono A. Keahinu'uanu -- the "A" is from his great-great-grandfather, who was assigned an English name, Adams, by the U.S. Navy. Keahinu'uanu became intrigued by weaving while caring for historic photographs at the 
Bishop Museum, the state museum that celebrates Hawaii's natural and cultural history.



"I thought it would be cool to not have the tradition die out," he said. "It was on its way to becoming a lost art."



Weaving was originally practiced within families, providing "baskets, mats and all the things they needed," said 
Marques Marzan
, a fiber artist and the museum's cultural adviser. Floor mats doubled as mattresses, with a thick end functioning as a pillow.



But foreign influences, beginning with the arrival of Capt. James Cook in 1778 and continuing with the presence of Christian missionaries, 
began to chip away at Hawaiian cultural practices.
 Many here, including Marzan and Broderick, regard the illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893 by the islands' white businessmen -- backed by United States troops -- as a cultural inflection point. Shortly thereafter, the Hawaiian language was banned from public schools and the ancient practice of hula dance lost some of its spiritual underpinnings. "It shifted people's mindsets about what was important for the heritage," Marzan said.



The rise of a cash economy and the easy availability of commercial rugs and carpets made the labor-intensive task of weaving mats virtually obsolete for a time. Urban sprawl and private development also took a toll, decimating hala forests that had stood for eons.




A woman weaving a lau hala floor mat roughly 100 years ago. The rise of a cash economy and the easy availability of commercial rugs and carpets made mat weaving virtually obsolete for a time.




Marzan grew up with his great-grandmother's hats around the house, many crafted to shield sugar and coffee plantation laborers from the sun. As was true in many families, the art skipped generations, followed by soul-searching among those coming of age in the 1930s, '40s and '50s. "As they got older," Marzan said, weavers "realized that the only way for the tradition to live on was to teach people outside the family."



Among their ranks was Aunty Lorna's mentor, Gladys Kukana Grace, who co-founded the group 
Ulana Me Ka Lokomaika'i
 -- "weaving with goodness and kindness from within" -- which is still going strong. Grace, 
a National Endowment for the Arts National Heritage Fellow
, was famed for intricately patterned hats. When she died at age 93 in 2013, "the church was a sea of hats," recalled 
Marsha MacDowell
, a professor at Michigan State University who has written extensively on lau hala weaving.



For the Keanahala weavers, passing the torch is a responsibility, and they worked through the night, painstakingly transforming leaves into art. Wisdom and memory were entwined. Another weaver, Sandra Essman, recalled that her husband's grandparents had a cottage lined wall-to-wall with mats, a "symbol of welcome" that they would take to the ocean, rinse off and let dry in the sun. Now, at Kikila, she was hunched over a mess of errant strands, in the throes of repairing them. "It's about patience and being present and letting the lau teach you," she said.




Aunty Lorna May Pacheco, a teacher and master weaver in the Pu'uhonua Society, advising young weavers on the beginning of a lau hala mat.




Hawaiians credit the presence of hala to Pele, goddess of volcanoes and creator of the Hawaiian islands, who is said to have become so incensed after becoming entangled in thorny hala trees rising from the sea that she threw the buds hither and thither -- and they landed in Hawaii.



Stories like this inspired 40 Pu'uhonua master weavers to spend four days in 2022 fashioning an 81/2-by-11-foot mat that serves as a storytelling area at the 
Capitol Modern Museum in Honolulu
; Broderick borrowed it so that her weavers at Kikila could see its splendor on the lawn.



The sound of bare feet on a mat is not replicable on rugs or carpets, nor is there a golden patina burnished by years of feet.



"It reminds me of who I am," said Maile Meyer, Broderick's mother, who founded stores featuring 
Native Hawaiian books
 and 
arts and crafts
 in Honolulu. "I put my feet on hala and I'm grounded to place."



When her own mother started the Pu'uhonua Society in the family garage outside Honolulu, it was called the Young at Heart Workshop and Gallery. The name Pu'unhonua was chosen by her grandfather, Noa Webster Aluli, an attorney and community activist.



Meyer and her sister, Manu, had an unusual childhood, with a constant stream of arty guests around the dinner table: Bob Hope, Jerry Lewis, Robert Goulet and Dave Brubeck.



"Girls, there's someone I want you to meet," Manu Meyer remembers her mother saying. It was Marlon Brando, complete with ponytail.



"These were the people who interrupted our time at the beach," she said.



Manu co-founded Niu Now, a branch of the Pu'unhonua dedicated to affirming the cultural importance of coconut groves. Coconuts, unbeknown to tourists, are endangered; they are 
routinely snipped off picturesque Hawaiian palms
 to protect people from falling nuts. The mission of the group, which is based at the University of Hawaii at West Oahu, is to re-establish groves and give away coconuts as a food and cultural staple.




The pineapple-shaped fruit of pu hala tree, whose segments were strung into leis by Manu Meyer and other weavers on Oahu.




The idea of plants as living cultural artifacts has led Aunty Lorna and other weavers to start planting native hala trees on estates like Kikila and in individual backyards. "Our tradition is to leave places in better condition than we found them," Aunty Lorna said.



Threats still abound. Scale insects have destroyed most of the hala trees on Maui, making it impossible to find the raw materials for baskets. The 
coconut rhinoceros beetle
, a fearsome-looking pest native to Southeast Asia, has decimated Oahu's coconut groves and has begun moving on to hala. "It's like fighting the gods," 
Indrajit Gunasekara
, co-founder of Niu Now, said, speaking to volunteers at the coconut groves planted at the University of Hawaii, where both he and Manu Meyer work. "It's the holy enemy," he said of the beetles.



He helped the students gather coconut leaves that had dropped from the palm trees, teaching them to make hats and swords for children. As the sun rose, they huddled for protection beneath a hale, a traditional structure with a thatched roof of grasses, or pilana, bound so closely together they could repel rainwater.



The weavers have a phrase: "building pilana together," which means getting your strength from closeness.



After the 
wildfire that raged through the town of Lahaina on Maui last August,
 where 102 people died, the Pu'uhonua weavers quietly built pilana together with the survivors. They spent a month picking and preparing lau to bring to those who had been displaced from their homes and plaited hina'i -- traditional funerary baskets for bones and ash. The group traveled from Oahu with finished baskets and enough spools to weave hundreds more, setting up shop in the ballroom of a hotel that provided temporary housing.



With the bereaved, the weavers fashioned baskets for family members and pets who had perished, leaving enough materials behind so Maui citizens could continue to weave in the coming months.



"In our culture we don't celebrate alone and we don't grieve alone," Maile Meyer said.



In Lahaina, the tears flowed easily, as they did at prayer circles during the four-day weave-a-thon on Oahu.



"In Hawaiian, we never say goodbye," Meyer said. "We say a hui hou
 
-- til we meet again."




Weavers of the Pu'uhonua Society on Oahu with finished traditional funerary baskets that they were going to take to Maui after the Lahaina fire. They also brought spools to weave side by side with the survivors.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/arts/design/hawaii-weaving-trees-leaves.html
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Critic's Notebook



Disney Comes for 'Deadpool'



Making fun of schlocky, overwrought superhero movies used to be the Deadpool signature. But with "Deadpool & Wolverine," and Disney's push into the Marvel Universe, that thread is lost.




"Deadpool & Wolverine," with, from left, Hugh Jackman as Wolverine and Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool, feels more formulaic than past installments of the franchise.




By Maya Phillips


Jul 30, 2024


Deadpool movies might as well begin with a fun qualifier for audiences: 
This isn't a typical superhero movie; in fact, all genres and tropes are ripe for mocking by this foul-mouthed mercenary hero.



In the first "Deadpool," in the midst of a fight that includes decapitation and maiming, Ryan Reynolds's Deadpool says, "I may be super, but I am no hero. And yeah, technically this is a murder. But some of the best love stories start with a murder. And that's exactly what this is: a love story." In the sequel, Deadpool says, "Believe it or not, 'Deadpool 2' is a family film. True story," as he creatively murders a whole warehouse of Russian criminals. Dolly Parton's "9 to 5" plays in the background.



We've got a violent superhero movie that's also a low-key sendup of tender rom-coms, then another violent superhero movie that pokes fun at the loving family film. So what's "
Deadpool & Wolverine
"? Nothing as exciting -- just another formulaic Marvel Cinematic Universe movie with a saucier rating.



This third installment of the Deadpool franchise fails to deliver on that same knowing play with genre. The jokes are mostly about leaning heavily into the rules and standards of the superhero genre as orchestrated by Marvel -- a bad omen for the Deadpool brand, formerly of 20th Century Fox before 
Disney acquired it in 2019
.



The new movie picks up a thread from the previous one when Deadpool uses a time-travel device to save the love of his life, Vanessa (Morena Baccarin). It's a blatant deus ex machina, and the film casually undercuts its own emotional arc in order to make meta jokes about whether time travel could have changed the trajectory of Reynolds's career.



"Deadpool & Wolverine" seems to have forgotten its own joke about the earnest use of cheap plot devices like that -- it dives headfirst into the commercial wholesomeness, overextended plotlines and shameless fan service that have come to define the majority of the Marvel Cinematic Universe in the last few years. In the latest film, Wolverine's back from the dead (see the end of 
"Logan"
 to catch up), thanks to the multiverse, and he and Deadpool team up to keep Deadpool's timeline from being decimated by the Time Variance Authority (see 
"Loki"
 to catch up).



That premise jumps universes and timelines in an unabashed attempt to usher the newbies, a.k.a. the characters owned by 20th Century Fox, like Deadpool and Wolverine, into the same universe where Earth's mightiest heroes are doing the whole costume-and-cape bit. In other words, we're watching a business merger cosplaying as entertainment.



That isn't to say "Deadpool & Wolverine" is unwatchable; many of the raunchy jokes still land, and the pair have great chemistry to go along with their vivacious fight scenes. But what made the first two "Deadpool" movies so refreshing was that they positioned themselves as the antithesis of Marvel and DC films. They were naughty, of course, with swear words and gore, but also playful and clever as they satirized the genre. Deadpool was struggling to figure out what his version of heroism looked like, a vision that was often at odds with moralistic, PG-13 heroism.



"Deadpool & Wolverine" feels less daring, less original. And, most disappointing, it feels less like Deadpool. The film is more of an extended episode of the Disney+ series "Loki," with spicy Deadpool flavor.



There are also many more 
superhero cameos
 this go-round, meaning more fan service than in the previous two "Deadpool" installments, where the recurring joke was that the studio couldn't afford (or didn't have the rights to) characters beyond two or three X-Men. The Marvel tie-in, starting with the reintroduction of Hugh Jackman's Wolverine, opened the floodgates. Jennifer Garner appears as Elektra, Wesley Snipes as Blade, Channing Tatum as Gambit, and -- you get the point. Only Chris Evans's appearance -- not as Captain America but as Johnny Storm from the generally ignored "Fantastic Four" (2005) -- hints that the movie is in on the joke.



Even Deadpool's character development in this chapter -- his aimlessness after being rejected by the Avengers, the challenges in his relationship with Vanessa -- is sweetened with dollops of sentimentality that feel more Disney than Deadpool. Jokes about whether the multiverse is passe -- in the thick of a scene about the multiverse -- are another weak attempt by the movie to have its superhero cake and eat it, too.



There was always a ceiling to the amount of self-effacing hero mockery that the Deadpool films could pull off; for all their self-aware writing, the plots still served a superhero movie formula. The films were never meant to be 
totally
 subversive. But Deadpool's hero mockery was more effective because of all the ways his vulgarity, violence and selfishness were proportional to the actual heroism. Disney, and its Marvel universe, used to be a punchline. Deadpool was, in many ways, an exception.



It's a whole different story in "Deadpool & Wolverine," in which Deadpool wonders if he's the Marvel messiah, breathing fresh life into the cinematic universe. But he's no harbinger of change. Now he's just another product on the Marvel assembly line.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/30/movies/deadpool-wolverine-disney-marvel.html
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What to Watch as the Fed Meets on Wednesday



The Federal Reserve is expected to leave interest rates unchanged but could set up for a cut later this year.



By Jeanna Smialek


Jul 31, 2024


Federal Reserve officials are widely expected to leave their key interest rate unchanged on Wednesday, keeping it at the two-decade high of 5.3 percent for a 12th straight month in a bid to slow economic growth and crush inflation.



But investors will be most focused on what comes next for borrowing costs. Economists and traders widely expect Fed officials to cut their policy rate at their next meeting, in September. Wall Street will closely watch for any hints about the future in both the Fed's statement at 2 p.m. and a subsequent news conference with Jerome H. Powell, the chair of the central bank.



While few economists expect an explicit signal on when a rate reduction is coming -- the Fed has been trying to keep its options open -- many think that central bankers will at least leave the door open to a cut at the next meeting, which will wrap up 
on Sept. 18
. And Mr. Powell is sure to face questions about how officials are thinking about the potential for moves after that. Here's what to look out for.



Watch the Fed's statement for changes.



The Fed's statement, a slowly changing document that officials release after each two-day meeting, 
currently states
 that Fed policymakers expect to hold rates steady until they have "gained greater confidence that inflation is moving sustainably" down.



Michael Feroli, chief U.S. economist at J.P. Morgan, wrote in his preview note that the statement could be headed for a small but meaningful tweak: Officials could adjust "greater confidence" to read "further confidence," or some similar rewording. That would signal that policymakers were becoming more comfortable with the inflation backdrop.



There would be a reason for that growing confidence. After proving surprisingly stubborn early in 2024, inflation is cooling again. The latest report showed that the Fed's preferred index picked up 
just 2.5 percent
 over the year through June -- still quicker than the central bank's 2 percent target, but much slower than that measure's recent peak in 2022, which was above 7 percent.



While the Fed releases economic projections once a quarter to show how officials expect inflation and rates to shape up, this is not a meeting with those forecasts. The next set will come in September.



That will leave investors reliant on the statement and Mr. Powell's news conference as they try to understand the Fed's path ahead.



The Fed chair could give hints about the outlook.



Many economists predict that Mr. Powell is likely to avoid committing the Fed to anything concrete, even though 
market pricing
 has coalesced around a rate move in September. Some investors are even betting on a large cut of half a percentage point, rather than the standard quarter point.



"The market might be disappointed if it's expecting that Powell will commit to a cut in September," said Oscar Munoz, chief U.S. macro strategist at TD Securities. "They're almost there -- but they want to see a few more data releases."



Mr. Munoz said the only reason the Fed would make a big reduction in September would be if the labor market took a sudden and unexpected turn for the worse.



Rate-cut timing hinges on incoming data.



To that point, when and how much the Fed cuts this year are likely to hinge on two sets of incoming data: what happens next with inflation and 
what happens next with the job market
.



When it comes to inflation, some economists think that it would take only a little bit more evidence of progress on the two main measures -- the Consumer Price Index and Personal Consumption Expenditures index -- to push the Fed toward a rate move.



"We suspect that an acceptable July C.P.I. report would likely be enough to clinch a September cut," economists at Goldman Sachs wrote in their note previewing the Fed meeting.



But Fed officials have been clear that they are also paying close attention to what is happening in the job market. If conditions sour, that may add to their urgency in cutting rates. Policymakers will receive two fresh jobs reports before their September meeting, with the July numbers coming on Friday.



"They don't want to take the strength of the labor market for granted," said Karen Dynan, a Harvard professor and former Treasury chief economist during the Obama administration.



Another big question: How fast will rates come down?



Both the labor market and inflation data are likely to inform how fast rates fall over the next few years. While the first cut is in focus at the moment, investors are also beginning to wonder what will come after it.



As of their June economic projections, Fed forecasts implied that central bankers could cut roughly 
every other meeting
 once they got started. That would lower rates to 4.1 percent by the end of next year and 3.1 percent by the end of 2026.



Whether that anticipated pace turns out to be the case "will likely depend mainly on the labor market, which has sent mixed signals lately," and on government taxing and spending policy after the presidential election in November, Goldman Sachs economists wrote in their preview note. Hotter economic conditions would slow the Fed's cuts down, while a more pronounced cooling could speed them up.



Mr. Powell could face questions about how the Fed is thinking about pacing after an initial move at his news conference this week. So far, officials have been more focused on explaining what it would take for them to begin lowering borrowing costs in the first place.



"They know that the first cut will be important -- it will signal the start of an easing cycle," Mr. Munoz of TD Securities said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/business/economy/fed-meeting-interest-rates.html
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Chinese E.V. Makers Rush in and Upend a Country's Entire Auto Market



China's electric vehicle companies are making inroads in Thailand, a key industry hub, as Europe and the United States wield tariffs to keep them out.




A visitor testing the GAC Aion's Hyper HT electric vehicle at the Aion E.V. factory in Rayong, Thailand.




By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu


Jul 30, 2024


Ma Haiyang and eight of his colleagues arrived in Thailand a year ago to establish the first overseas operation for GAC Aion, an electric vehicle maker from China. They had no office, no factory, no local employees and, basically, no clue.



The Aion team set up shop in a Bangkok hotel, commandeering conference rooms and holding meetings in the lobby. They had a long list of things to do: Find office space, recruit dealers and devise a business strategy. The team worked around the clock and, 74 days after arriving in Thailand, sold its first electric vehicle.



"The window of opportunity for Chinese new energy vehicles going overseas will be relatively short," said Mr. Ma, general manager at Aion for Southeast Asia, using China's preferred phrase for fully electric and gas-electric hybrid vehicles. "This is why we wanted to hurry up," he added.



Chinese electric vehicle manufacturers like Aion are stampeding into overseas markets. Thailand is one of the first countries to experience the sudden influx of China's automobile brands, and is confronting how their ambition and competitiveness are reshaping its car industry.



The arrival of China E.V. Inc. is evident everywhere in Thailand. Billboards are blanketed with advertisements for Chinese cars. Land prices are soaring because so many Chinese firms are building car factories.




Aion adapted its Chinese cars for the local market, turning up the power of the air-conditioning and strengthening the chassis for poor road conditions.





Electric vehicles at an Aion dealership.




The fast changes in the Thai auto market also show how Chinese companies are leaping ahead of their global rivals in Japan, which has shunned E.V.s, and the United States, where Tesla dominates the sector.



Last year, sales of popular Japanese brands such as Nissan, Mazda and Mitsubishi plummeted as consumers bought new electric cars from Chinese manufacturers instead. Dealers that had worked with Japanese and American automakers for decades were now turning over showrooms to make way for Chinese vehicles. Amid an increasingly crowded field, Chinese brands are slashing prices on electric vehicles.



The overseas push is the next phase in Beijing's long-term strategy to focus on new energy vehicles and upend the balance of power in the automobile industry.



After years of government support for the sector, Chinese manufacturers are adept at mass-producing electric vehicles. They have established dependable supply chains, while working out the kinks to reduce prices.



That international push has been met with tariffs in two major auto markets to prevent a glut of Chinese vehicles from crushing homegrown competitors. Last month, the 
European Union
 said it would impose tariffs of up to 38 percent on electric vehicles imported from China into the bloc. A month earlier, the United States quadrupled tariffs on E.V.s built in China.




"The window of opportunity for Chinese new energy vehicles going overseas will be relatively short," said Ma Haiyang, general manager at Aion for Southeast Asia. "This is why we wanted to hurry up."




Thailand is small by comparison, but it is the biggest market in Southeast Asia. Known as the "Detroit of Asia," it serves as a regional manufacturing hub. Its proximity and strong trade ties to China also allow Chinese cars to be imported quickly and inexpensively.



"It's a beachhead market," said Tu Le, a managing director of the consultancy Sino Auto Insights. "It suits a lot of Chinese brands because of the lower price point."



In a market once considered a 
Japanese stronghold
, a changing of the guard is already happening. Japanese automobile brands accounted for 86 percent of new car sales in 2022. That figure dropped to 75 percent last year, with China's BYD, Great Wall Motor and SAIC Motor grabbing significant market share.



In 2021, Thailand said it wanted electric vehicles to account for 30 percent of its automobile production by the end of the decade, an ambitious goal that seems unattainable without Chinese companies. Its government also put in place subsidies and tax breaks to spur demand.



A weak Thai economy has contributed to a significant decline in overall car sales this year. Electric vehicle sales have slowed a lot but are still up 50 percent over last year. Chinese automakers have responded by cutting prices, leaving some competitors worried about a race to the bottom.




Bangkok's business district. Chinese electric vehicles are gaining significant market share in Thailand. Brands such as BYD, Great Wall Motors and Aion are teaming up with Thai companies.





Known as the "Detroit of Asia," Thailand serves as a regional manufacturing hub.




Chong Baoyu, general manager of Great Wall Motor in the Thailand unit, said an all-out price war would "kill the industry" because customers would hold off on buying a vehicle, expecting prices to fall further.



"The price cut is a short-term solution but not long-term," he said.



Four years ago, Great Wall Motor acquired General Motors' factories as part of a retreat by the American carmaker.



In May, with the European Union tariffs on China looming, Great Wall Motor announced that it would close its regional headquarters in Munich, citing an "increasingly challenging European electric vehicle market."



The company plans to continue operating in Europe, Mr. Chong said, but the prospect of tariffs makes Thailand an even more important market for Chinese brands.



Six Chinese electric vehicle companies are already selling cars in Thailand, and three more entrants are coming this year. BYD, Aion, Great Wall, Hozon Auto's Neta and Chery are among those that have opened or are building factories in Thailand.



"When the Chinese see an opportunity, they just go," Wirat Tatsaringkansakul, deputy secretary general of the Thailand Board of Investment, said at an automotive conference for Chinese suppliers last month.




Great Wall Motor plans to continue operating in Europe, said Chong Baoyu, the company's manager, but the prospect of tariffs makes Thailand an even more important market for Chinese brands.





Workers doing repairs and maintenance checks on E.V.s at the Great Wall Motor's showroom. Mr. Chong said an all-out price war would "kill the industry" because customers would hold off on buying a vehicle, expecting prices to fall further.




Japan's dominance over Thailand's automotive industry dates to the 1960s when Nissan Motor and its local partner, Siam Motors, opened the country's first car factory. Japan's support helped establish the Phornprapha family, which owns the privately held Siam Motors, as the first family of Thailand's car industry.



But even within the Phornprapha family, alliances are shifting.



Pratarnwong Phornprapha and Pratarnporn Phornprapha, the grandchildren of Siam Motors' founder, control Rever Automotive, which is the exclusive distributor for BYD cars in Thailand. BYD, China's leading E.V. company, competes directly with Siam Motors' longtime partner, Nissan. BYD sold more cars in Thailand than Nissan did last year, even though the Chinese automaker had only three models available.



Pratarnwong Phornprapha, who is Rever's chief executive, and Pratarnporn Phornprapha, his sister and vice chief executive, said their company was completely separate from Siam Motors, which is run by their uncle and cousin. This month, BYD said it had acquired a 20 percent stake in Rever for an undisclosed sum.



In less than two years, Rever has opened 110 showrooms across the country, with the goal of another 50 by the end of 2024.



Pratarnwong Phornprapha, the Rever chief executive, said there had been no tension within the family, because Rever was focused on electric vehicles and Siam Motors made traditional cars.



"For now, I don't think there is any conflict," he said.



The Phornprapha siblings said one of the biggest challenges they faced was to assuage concerns about the reliability of Chinese automobiles -- especially because Japanese brands are held in high regard.




Pratarnporn Phornprapha, vice chief executive of Rever, and her brother Pratarnwong Phornprapha, the chief executive. Their family, which owns Siam Motors, is known as the first family of Thailand's car industry.





Phanthakan Wongsa, right, and his wife, Boonthiya Bootnapaeng, inspecting their new E.V. vehicle at the Aion showroom.




"I'd be lying if I said it wasn't a hurdle when we started," Mr. Phornprapha said. "Chinese products, 10 years ago, aren't what we see today."



V Group Cars, a dealer network with 44 showrooms, said a majority of its locations sold only Chinese brands. The dealer network stopped working with Suzuki. It converted Mazda, Mitsubishi and Ford Motor showrooms into sales locations for Aion, Neta, Chery's Omoda and Jaecoo brands, and Zeekr.



Aion, in its first year in Thailand, has opened 41 showrooms and started production at a new factory this month. It has announced plans to open a plant in Indonesia and start selling its cars in nine countries across Southeast Asia.



Last month, Phanthakan Wongsa and his wife bought an Aion Y Plus sport utility vehicle at a showroom in Bangkok. They own a gasoline-powered Suzuki but wanted an energy-efficient car. Mr. Wongsa, a 35-year-old engineer, paid around $25,000 after a government subsidy and a 20 percent price cut.



On a recent afternoon at an Aion showroom in the eastern part of Bangkok, the company was offering a $25,000 package for the Y Plus that included an eight-year warranty, installation of a home charger and 12 months of insurance.



V Group, the dealer network, had converted the showroom from a Mazda dealership last year. Mazda sales "plummeted in recent years," said Pananya Jira-alongkorn, vice president of V Group. Thai consumers were more interested in electric vehicles, she said, and Mazda had "none to offer."



Aion adapted its Chinese cars for the local market, turning up the power of the air-conditioning and strengthening the chassis for poor road conditions.



On his desk at Aion's offices in a Bangkok high-rise, Mr. Ma displayed a miniature model ship that captures the spirit of Chinese automakers prospecting for customers.



Written on the ship's sails is a Chinese phrase: "Ride the wind, cleave the waves and return with a full load."




A BYD electric car in central Bangkok.





An advertisement for Aion electric vehicles in Bangkok's business district. In its first year in Thailand, Aion has opened 41 showrooms and started production at a new factory this month.
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Japan Raises Interest Rates for Second Time Since 2007



The closely watched move by the Bank of Japan could bolster the country's beleaguered currency.



By River Akira Davis


Jul 31, 2024


For only the second time in nearly two decades, Japan's central bank on Wednesday raised interest rates, a move that could help bolster the country's ailing currency and ease the burden of consumers paying more for imported essentials like food and energy.



The Japanese central bank increased its target policy rate to 0.25
 
percent, up from a range of zero to 0.1 percent. The rate was last bumped up in March, when the bank 
raised interest rates
 for the first time since 2007.



The large gap between interest rates in Japan and the United States has caused the yen to fall in value against the dollar over the past two years, but it regained some strength recently as traders anticipated an imminent rate increase from the Bank of Japan.



The Bank of Japan's decision was being 
closely watched by investors and economists
 inside and outside of Japan. There are indications that the slack yen is holding back the spending power of Japanese consumers, and Japan's economy, the world's fourth largest, has shrunk in two of the past three quarters.



With inflation having exceeded policymakers' target of 2 percent for more than two years, analysts and economists widely expected at least one additional rate increase this year. But the increase to 0.25 percent announced Wednesday was a particularly notable departure for the Bank of Japan.



The Bank of Japan has faced growing pressure to raise rates to prevent the yen -- recently trading at its lowest against the dollar in decades -- from sliding further.



Japan's historically low interest rates -- part of policies meant to encourage inflation during long periods when prices were barely growing -- have been a main factor in the yen's weakness, as low rates have pushed some investors to seek higher returns outside the country.



The weakened yen has effectively bifurcated Japan's economy: Large international corporations have benefited, while consumers and smaller domestic businesses have been squeezed. But warning signals flashed about 
diminished domestic consumption
, and Japan has spent tens of billions of dollars this year buying yen to stabilize the currency.




In recent weeks, the yen has regained some strength as traders anticipated a rate increase from the Bank of Japan.




Last week, Toshimitsu Motegi, a senior official with Japan's governing party, said the Bank of Japan needed to make clearer that it is willing to gradually raise interest rates. "An excessively weak yen is clearly negative for the Japanese economy," he told the 
Nikkei
 newspaper.



The Bank of Japan also issued plans on Wednesday to halve its government bond purchases -- now worth around 6 trillion yen, equivalent to $39 billion, every month -- by the first quarter of 2026. This was a key part of its work to return the country to more conventional policies, after years of aggressively buying bonds to stimulate economic demand.



The yen was trading at around 153 to the dollar after the Bank of Japan's announcement. That was slightly stronger than it was earlier this week and considerably stronger than at the beginning of the month when it was at 161 yen to the dollar.



Over the past two decades, policymakers in Japan had largely aimed to stimulate the economy by raising inflation and keeping the yen weak. A devalued currency inflates the earnings of Japan's big exporters and makes Japanese products more competitively priced abroad.



That remained the case in recent years. Companies like 
Toyota have reported
 some of the largest profits in Japanese history thanks to the weakened yen, and Japan's Nikkei 225 index, which features many export-driven companies, hit a series of record highs this year.



For consumers, however, the yen's decline has 
exacerbated already high prices
, making imports such as food and fuel more expensive. Rising costs and the expectation of continued high prices have led consumers to cut back on spending. Smaller businesses have been squeezed by both reduced demand and increased costs.




The yen's decline has worsened high prices, making imports like food and fuel more expensive. 




While the rate increase could make things like mortgages more expensive, economists said it should have an overall positive impact on consumer spending. That is because of growing evidence that consumers are highly sensitive to fears that Japan's weak yen will keep inflation persistently high.



"Benefits from a weak yen? That doesn't exist around here," said Hiroshi Enomoto, the owner of a half-century-old shop in Tokyo selling traditional Japanese fish-shaped waffles called Taiyaki. Mr. Enomoto, 70, said that over the past few years, he has paid more for flour, largely bought from overseas, and for the gas he uses to heat his stove.



In addition to the cost increases, Mr. Enomoto noted that customers were cutting back. "People used to buy them in tens to share with neighbors, or as souvenirs. Now it's one or two," he said.



In a report last month, economists at Mizuho Research & Technologies urged the Japanese government and the central bank to take action to support the yen, noting that its decline had widened the gap between profits accrued by large and small companies in Japan.



The report warned that smaller firms had been driven out of business by the weak yen, and those that survived have struggled to raise wages in a way that would stimulate consumption. "This is not desirable from the perspective of medium- to long-term economic growth," it concluded.



There is some doubt about how much a rate increase could ultimately aid the yen, but the Bank of Japan can help close the interest-rate gap between the United States and Japan while waiting for the U.S. Federal Reserve to cut its own rates, said Naohiko Baba, chief Japan economist at Barclays.



Inflation measures in the United States 
indicate
 that the Federal Reserve may be on track for a rate cut later this year, but probably not at its meeting on Wednesday. "At the end of the day, the U.S. side of the equation matters the most," Mr. Baba said. "What the B.O.J. can do is buy time."



Hisako Ueno
 and 
Kiuko Notoya
 contributed reporting.
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Boeing Names Robert Ortberg as Its Chief Executive



The company has been under pressure to improve quality and safety after a panel blew away from a 737 Max plane during an Alaska Airlines flight in January.




Boeing 737 Max 9 planes grounded at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport in January after a panel blew off a Boeing plane midflight.




By Niraj Chokshi


Jul 31, 2024


Boeing's board named the plane maker's next chief executive on Wednesday, putting Robert K. Ortberg, a longtime aerospace executive, in charge of the effort to turn the page on a crisis prompted by a panel blowing off one of the company's planes earlier this year.



Mr. Ortberg, known as Kelly, will inherit a long list of difficult tasks, including overseeing sweeping cultural changes at Boeing, carrying out the acquisition of one of the company's most important suppliers, shoring up its supply chain as it seeks to increase production, and preparing for development of its next generation of planes. His appointment takes effect on Aug. 8.



"Kelly is an experienced leader who is deeply respected in the aerospace industry, with a well-earned reputation for building strong teams and running complex engineering and manufacturing companies," Steven Mollenkopf, the board chairman, said in a statement. "We look forward to working with him as he leads Boeing through this consequential period in its long history."



Mr. Ortberg, 64, brings decades of industry experience and an outsider's perspective to the role. He is a former chief executive of Rockwell Collins, which made electronic systems and other technology for aircraft.



Boeing's board had been searching for a new chief executive since March, when Dave Calhoun announced plans to step down. Mr. Calhoun, a member of Boeing's board since 2009, was appointed chief executive in 2019 to steer the company through crisis after two fatal crashes in which 346 people died.



Though unrelated to the earlier crashes, the panel incident earlier this year reignited questions about the quality of Boeing's planes. The company has since made a raft of changes, including adding more internal inspections, increasing scrutiny of suppliers, expanding training for new hires and simplifying processes and procedures.
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Ralph Nader Assails Law Firm's Vow to Exclude Some Campus Protesters



In a letter to Sullivan & Cromwell, Mr. Nader and two other prominent legal figures condemned its efforts to screen job applicants for their participation in antiwar protests.



By Emily Flitter


Jul 30, 2024


Three prominent legal figures, among them the consumer safety activist and four-time presidential candidate Ralph Nader, sent a letter on Tuesday to a leader of the Wall Street law firm Sullivan & Cromwell to condemn the firm's policy of 
scrutinizing job applicants' participation
 in protests over Israel's war in Gaza.



The letter, addressed to Joseph C. Shenker, one of the firm's two senior chairs, was the most prominent criticism of Sullivan & Cromwell's policy yet from within the legal field. It was also signed by Bruce Fein, a Justice Department official under President Ronald Reagan, and Lou Fisher, a constitutional scholar who worked for 40 years at the Library of Congress.



Sullivan & Cromwell said in May that it would use a background-check company to review job applicants' involvement with pro-Palestinian student groups and in antiwar protests for statements and slogans it deemed to be "triggering" to Jews, including the ubiquitous protest slogan "From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free."



Under the policy, applicants risk being disqualified for a job at the firm even if they weren't using problematic language themselves but were involved with a protest where others did.



Mr. Shenker has said in an interview with The New York Times that the policy is part of the firm's approach to prohibiting speech against minorities. He did not respond on Tuesday to a request for comment on the letter.



In 
the letter
, Mr. Nader, Mr. Fein and Mr. Fisher said the firm's vow to screen job applicants' social media posts and other public statements lacked procedural safeguards for the applicants, blocked free speech and threatened to infringe on Americans' rights to protest. They also cited a federal antidiscrimination law that they warned could be violated "if Sullivan & Cromwell's vetting for antisemitism proves a pretext for discriminating against Arab Americans."



"Silencing, chilling or deterring speech that offends no civil or criminal prohibition subtracts from our democratic dispensation and the health of civil society," the three men wrote.




Sullivan & Cromwell is one of the highest-profile Wall Street law firms.




Since Israel invaded Gaza after Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, students and faculty at universities 
across the country
 have gathered to protest the war, in which 
more than 39,000 Palestinians
 have been killed. Jewish students were among the protests' organizers, but other groups have called the protesters' behavior antisemitic, and some Jewish students reported being harassed and intimidated by protesters. On July 9, Columbia University announced a 
legal settlement
 with three Jewish students who had accused the institution of failing to maintain an environment that afforded them equal access to their education.



Sullivan & Cromwell is one of the highest-profile Wall Street law firms, counting among its clients the country's largest banks and billionaire investors. So far, no other corporate law firms have publicly revealed similar policies, but other industry leaders have privately praised Sullivan & Cromwell for carrying out its plan.



In an interview, Mr. Fein said he, Mr. Nader and Mr. Fisher intended to share the letter with professional associations and law schools in the hopes of deterring other firms from adopting the policy.
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Bill Ackman Abruptly Withdraws Planned I.P.O.



The announcement came a day after he had scaled back the expected size of the offering.




William Ackman, chief executive of Pershing Square, said his firm would reconsider how to structure an initial public offering and "report back once we are ready to launch a revised transaction."




By Maureen Farrell


Jul 31, 2024


The billionaire investor William Ackman won't be ringing the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange anytime soon.



His firm, Pershing Square, will withdraw its plans for an initial public offering that would have allowed investors to buy into a portfolio of roughly a dozen stocks of his choosing, Mr. Ackman told his 1.3 million followers on the platform X on Wednesday. The abrupt withdrawal came after he had spent the last seven weeks and more than 150 meetings pitching the deal to potential investors.



Mr. Ackman said 
in a statement
 that he would reconsider how to structure an offering and "report back once we are ready to launch a revised transaction."



A day earlier, Pershing Square had 
revealed plans
 for a much smaller offering -- $2 billion -- than the one he originally predicted. Mr. Ackman said in February that he would look to raise $10 billion or more in a U.S. publicly traded vehicle, Pershing Square USA. More recently in investor meetings, he floated $25 billion as a possible size.



The plans for a potential offering followed Mr. Ackman's increasingly public pronouncements on social and political topics. In regulatory filings, he said his "brand-name profile and broad retail following" could drive investor interest.



Last year, he waged an aggressive and successful public campaign to push out the 
president of Harvard
, Claudine Gay, questioning her response to complaints of antisemitism on campus and amplifying allegations of plagiarism against her. In recent weeks, he has been vocal, among other topics, about the presidential election, endorsing former President Donald J. Trump and predicting that he would "win in a landslide," adding, "The country should rally around Trump and help him succeed."



Mr. Ackman compared his ambitions for his fund to the outsize long-term returns that Warren E. Buffett has achieved with Berkshire Hathaway. Mr. Ackman has another publicly traded fund, Pershing Square Holdings, which trades in London and Amsterdam.



The road to a potential offering had been bumpy for 
Mr. Ackman and Pershing Square USA
. Trading in the fund was originally scheduled to begin on Tuesday morning but was postponed because the Security and Exchange Commission needed to 
review a letter
 Mr. Ackman had sent privately to some existing investors in his firm.



In that letter, Mr. Ackman noted that several investors had planned to take part in the offering. One hedge fund, Baupost Group, which he said would be a major investor in the offering, said in recent days that it would not buy any of the stock.
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China Wants to Start a National Internet ID System



The government said the proposal would protect online privacy. Critics said it could further concentrate government control over the internet.




A national internet ID would reduce the collection of personal information by internet platforms, Chinese regulators said.




By Meaghan Tobin and John Liu


Jul 31, 2024


It's hard to be anonymous online in China. Websites and apps must verify users with their phone numbers, which are tied to personal identification numbers that all adults are assigned.



Now it could get more difficult under a 
proposal
 by China's internet regulators: The government wants to take over the job of verification from the companies and give people a single ID to use across the internet.



The Ministry of Public Security and the Cyberspace Administration of China say the proposal is meant to protect privacy and prevent online fraud.



A national internet ID would reduce "the excessive collection and retention of citizens' personal information by internet platforms on the grounds of implementing real-name registration," the regulators said.



Use of the ID system by websites and apps would be voluntary, according to the proposal, which is open for public comment until the end of August.



The Chinese government has for years exercised tight control over information and it closely monitors people's behavior on the internet. Over the last few years, China's biggest social media platforms, like the microblogging site Weibo, the lifestyle app Xiaohongshu and the short video app Douyin, have started to 
display users' locations
 in their posts.



On Weibo, the proposal became a trending topic since it was released on Friday. Many comments echoed regulators' concerns that too many different apps had access to their personal information.



Some Chinese legal scholars said a system of national internet IDs risked giving the government too much power to monitor what people do online.



The protection of personal information is merely a pretense to make social control routine and regular, Lao Dongyan, a law professor at Tsinghua University, warned in a post that she said had since been taken down. Ms. Lao compared the system to the Chinese government's 
health code app
 that tracked people's movements during the Covid-19 pandemic.



Another law professor, Shen Kui of Peking University, said in a commentary posted online that a centralized internet ID would make people fear using the internet.



"The potential risks and harms of a unified 'internet ID' and 'internet license' are immense," he wrote.
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More Than 100 Silicon Valley Investors Pledge to Support Kamala Harris



The group, including Democratic donors such as Reid Hoffman and Vinod Khosla, has been organized under an effort called VCsForKamala.




From left, the tech investors Reid Hoffman, Vinod Khosla, Mark Cuban and Ron Conway. 




By Theodore Schleifer, Mike Isaac and Erin Griffith


Jul 31, 2024


More than 100 venture capitalists said on Wednesday that they had pledged to vote for Vice President Kamala Harris in November and had solicited donations for her presidential campaign, in a rejoinder to the 
splintering among tech leaders
 over whom to support in the election.



The group includes Reid Hoffman, a founder of LinkedIn; Vinod Khosla of Khosla Ventures; Mark Cuban, the former principal owner of the Dallas Mavericks; Ron Conway, a well-known angel investor; and the billionaire Chris Sacca.



"We are pro-business, pro-American dream, pro-entrepreneurship and pro-technological progress," the group said in a statement posted to their website, 
VCsForKamala.org
. "We also believe in democracy as the backbone of our nation." The website asks people to sign a pledge to support Ms. Harris and another to donate to her campaign.



The effort was buttressed by another group of tech entrepreneurs and workers called 
Tech For Kamala
, which also wrote a letter this week expressing "enthusiastic and unwavering support for Vice President Harris." The letter gathered more than 550 signatures in two days.



The moves are perhaps the most public pushback to 
right-wing venture capitalists
 and executives whom some tech leaders see as dominating political conversation in the tech community. For years, Silicon Valley was largely considered a liberal bastion. But over the past few weeks, 
Elon Musk
, who leads Tesla, SpaceX and X, and the investors Marc Andreessen, Ben Horowitz and David Sacks have endorsed former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican nominee.



While these conservatives -- such as Mr. Musk, who created a new pro-Trump super PAC, and Mr. Sacks, who spoke at the Republican National Convention -- never represented a majority of the rank-and-file employees in the tech industry, the right is ascendant in Silicon Valley in a way that it had not been in over a decade.



But since President Biden announced this month that he would not seek re-election and would support Ms. Harris as the Democratic presidential nominee, dozens of venture capitalists have started speaking out against that narrative.



"They don't speak for me," said Leslie Feinzaig, a managing director of the venture firm Graham & Walker and a primary organizer of VCsForKamala, referring to Mr. Musk, Mr. Sacks and others. "They don't speak for most of us. And they don't speak for the founders."



Ms. Feinzaig said the "tweet after tweet after tweet of these guys coming out and supporting Trump" was in part what had spurred the group to snap into action. She added that the effort had come together quickly over the past week as excitement over Ms. Harris's candidacy rose and that she reached out to Mr. Hoffman.



Ms. Feinzaig circulated a Google sign-up form soliciting venture capitalists to join the pledge, calling it a "grass-roots effort" and saying it was not meant to signify an alignment with any one political party, according to a copy of the page viewed by The New York Times. Signing the pledge is a vote for "strong, trustworthy institutions," according to the group's website statement.



"Let's show founders that not all V.C.s have turned MAGA," the sign-up form read.



The investors have also launched a landing page to track donations made to the Harris campaign, although organizers said they were not actively bundling contributions.



Some Democratic donors and operatives tied to Silicon Valley privately worried that the Biden campaign had not paid close enough attention to the shifting politics in the tech industry. The Harris campaign has 
sought to organize Silicon Valley leaders more,
 and Ms. Harris, who is from the San Francisco Bay Area, is planning a fund-raising trip there as soon as next month.



Julia Collins, the founder of the climate tech start-up Planet FWD, who organized the Tech For Kamala letter, said the group is working with other tech groups and hopes to do "one of those iconic Zoom calls" to get people involved. She was 
referencing the series of organizing calls 
that supporters have held for Ms. Harris.



"What we're building is a grass-roots movement that includes all people in tech, not just the luminaries, not just the billionaires," Ms. Collins said.
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Biden Administration Begins Paying Farmers Who Faced Discrimination



The thousands of payouts, which will total $2 billion, follow years of delays and lawsuits that frustrated struggling Black farmers.




The slow rollout of the relief program became a political problem for President Biden this year, with Black farmers accusing him of failing to live up to his promises to help them.




By Alan Rappeport


Jul 31, 2024


The Biden administration said on Wednesday that it had started disbursing $2 billion to thousands of farmers who have faced discrimination, after years of delays and legal battles thwarted the federal government's efforts to compensate them.



The payouts come nearly two years after the 
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 created a fund
 to help farmers of any ethnicity who experienced discrimination from the federal government when applying for loans or trying to repay their debts. The 
slow rollout of the program
 became a political problem for President Biden this year, with Black farmers accusing him of failing to live up to his promises to help them.



"For too long, many farmers and ranchers experienced discrimination in farm loan programs and have not had the same access to federal resources and support," Mr. Biden said in a statement on Wednesday. "I promised to address this inequity when I became president. Today that promise has become a reality."



The Agriculture Department is making payments to 43,000 farmers across all 50 states, with Mississippi and Alabama having the most recipients. The average payment, which is subject to taxes, is $82,000.



About 60,000 farmers applied for the money. Applications were vetted by independent consulting firms that the Agriculture Department hired, and farmers were eligible to receive funds if they faced discrimination based on race, gender, sexual orientation or religion.



The Agriculture Department said it was still analyzing the applications and payouts to determine demographic information about payment recipients.



However, John Boyd, the president of the National Black Farmers Association, said that he was told by the White House that Black farmers received about $1.5 billion of the available funds.



"It's long overdue," Mr. Boyd said in an interview. "These are payments that these farmers desperately need."



He added, "Justice comes slow for Black people."



Mr. Boyd said in June that he would not support Mr. Biden's re-election campaign because he believed the president had failed to keep his promises to help Black farmers. But on Wednesday, he said that he was open to supporting Vice President Kamala Harris and hoped to have a conversation with her about the financial challenges that Black farmers are facing.



The support of Black farmers could be particularly helpful to Ms. Harris in states like Georgia, 
where there was substantial frustration
 about the Biden administration's handling of the money.



"These payments, which I was proud to secure, will go a long way towards helping Georgia farmers stay on their farms and get out of the red," said Senator Raphael Warnock, a Georgia Democrat.



The $2 billion program was created after a Biden administration program that aimed to provide $4 billion of debt relief for Black farmers 
was shut down amid lawsuits
 from white farmers. Rather than fighting the lawsuits, which argued that the federal government should not be awarding money based on race, Democrats designed a broader initiative that would be less vulnerable to litigation.



Black farmers have endured decades of discrimination from banks and the federal government. Tom Vilsack, the agriculture secretary, has carried out an extensive review of the agency to try to root out discrimination



"What we're attempting to do is to greatly create a new narrative for the department," Mr. Vilsack said on Wednesday. "While this financial assistance is not compensation for anyone's losses or pain endured, it is an acknowledgment -- and my hope is that this financial assistance will help many farmers stay on their farms."
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Michigan Court Clears Way for Higher Wages, Overruling Legislature



The ruling, raising the minimum wage and phasing out a lower wage for tipped workers, said legislators had acted improperly in dodging a referendum.




Tipped workers in Michigan, who currently can be paid as little as $3.84 per hour, will be subject to the same minimum as other workers by February 2029. 




By Talmon Joseph Smith


Jul 31, 2024


The Michigan Supreme Court ruled on Wednesday that legislators had unconstitutionally subverted a voter-sponsored proposal to raise the state's minimum wage.



As a result of the 4-to-3 ruling, labor groups expect Michigan's hourly minimum wage of $10.33 to increase by at least $2 in February, once the state treasurer calculates inflation adjustments. There will be subsequent cost-of-living increases through 2029.



In addition, tipped workers, who currently can be paid as little as $3.84 per hour, will be subject to the same minimum as all other workers by 2029, putting Michigan on a path to be the eighth state to establish a standard wage floor for all workers.



Labor activists and union groups celebrated the Michigan court's decision.



"We have finally prevailed over the corporate interests who tried everything they could to prevent all workers, including restaurant workers, from being paid a full, fair wage with tips on top," Saru Jayaraman, the president of One Fair Wage, a national nonprofit organizing group, said in a statement.



Her group is directly cited in the case because of its involvement in gathering the necessary signatures from Michiganders in 2018 to invoke the ballot initiative and send the proposal to the Legislature, which Republicans led at the time.



To prevent the wage increase proposal from reaching the 2018 general election ballot, a large cohort of restaurateurs -- led by the Michigan Restaurant and Lodging Association -- pushed the Legislature to simply adopt the proposal sponsored by One Fair Wage and other groups, which the Legislature did. Legislators then rolled back the law's provisions after the election.



"The Legislature may not adopt an initiative petition and then later amend it in the same legislative session; such an act violates the people's right to propose and enact laws," the court said in its opinion.



The federal minimum hourly wage has been $7.25 since 2009; for tipped workers, it has been $2.13 since 1991. Those levels remain the floor in 15 states. But a push in recent years to raise minimum wages has notched victories in several states. And laws phasing out subminimum wages for tipped workers have been enacted in cities including Chicago and Washington.



The Michigan ruling is likely to upset a range of restaurant and bar owners, who had been bracing as the court's decision loomed. Having wrestled with elevated inflation for years, many expressed concern about the impact that higher labor costs might have on the profitability -- or even survival -- of their businesses.



Justin Winslow, the president and chief executive of the Michigan Restaurant and Lodging Association, recently predicted "dramatic fallout" if the court ruled in the plaintiffs' favor, estimating that "40,000 to 60,000 restaurant jobs would be lost in very short order" and that "one in six full-service restaurants will just shut down."



Mr. Winslow did not respond to a request for comment on Wednesday.



Justin Wolfers, an economist and professor of public policy at the University of Michigan, praised the court's decision to maintain "a phase-in period, so businesses have a long time to adapt." He added that "perhaps businesses have a bit of extra fat that they could share," based on longtime trends showing a decline in the share of business revenue going to worker pay relative to profits.



In response to the ruling, James Hawk, a bartender on the west side of Detroit who was a plaintiff in the case, said he wasn't worried about a reduction in tips from customers, or a loss of employment opportunities -- two concerns often listed by opponents of higher minimum wages in the industry.



"If the sky doesn't fall," he said, "that means we're moving in the right direction."
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Meta Says It Will Continue Spending, as Growth Surges



The company has been investing in artificial intelligence technologies, as well as building the immersive world of the metaverse.




Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, speaking at a company conference in September. Meta has spent billions on artificial intelligence and the metaverse.




By Mike Isaac


Jul 31, 2024


For months, Meta and other big technology companies have spent heavily to build 
artificial intelligence
 technologies, which show no immediate signs of yielding profits. For months, the companies have also delivered a consistent message about the investments: Trust us.



On Wednesday, Meta, which owns Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, showed it was not changing course. The company said it had spent $8.5 billion in the second quarter on computing infrastructure for A.I., building the immersive world of the metaverse and other expenses, up 33.4 percent from a year earlier.



Meta also raised part of its spending forecast, saying its expenditures for the year would total $37 billion to $40 billion, up from a prior estimate of $35 billion to $40 billion.



"We're in the business of building the best consumer and advertising experiences," Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, said on a call with investors on Wednesday. "To do that, we need access to the leading technology and not be constrained by what competitors allow us to do."



Revenue for the second quarter was $39.1 billion, up 22 percent from a year earlier and above Wall Street estimates of $38.3 billion, according to data compiled by FactSet. Profit was $13.5 billion, up 73 percent from $7.8 billion a year earlier.



Meta also signaled that its ad business remained strong. The company said it expected revenue of $38.5 billion to $41 billion for the current quarter, above Wall Street expectations of $39.3 billion.



Shares of Meta rose more than 5 percent in after-hours trading, after closing at $474.83.



Meta has continued to grow as its spending has come under increasing scrutiny. After an initial wave of enthusiasm for A.I. when OpenAI's ChatGPT burst onto the scene in 2022, Wall Street has started to question how much money the technology can generate. Those concerns have been compounded by the billions of dollars that Meta has shoveled into building virtual reality and augmented reality headsets and glasses for the metaverse. 



Meta has already cut one A.I. initiative that failed to gain traction -- artificially intelligent characters based on Jane Austen, Snoop Dogg, 
MrBeast
, Charli D'Amelio and other famous people that could chat across its messaging apps. The company 
unveiled the A.I. characters
 less than a year ago. 
The Information
 earlier reported the reversal.



Even so, Mr. Zuckerberg has bet big on A.I. Before raising the annual spending forecast on Wednesday, his company 
had already upped it
 in April to $35 billion to $40 billion, from a previous estimate of $30 billion to $37 billion. The moves are driven by heavy investments in A.I. infrastructure, including data centers; chip designs; and research and development.



"I'd rather build capacity before it is needed rather than too late," Mr. Zuckerberg said on Wednesday's call.



He said the investments were being used not only to develop future technologies but to improve Meta's core advertising business. With A.I., the company can show people more relevant ads, as well as more relevant videos on Facebook and Instagram. That can lead people to spend more time on the company's services.



"Part of what's important about A.I. is that it can be used to improve all of our products in almost every way," he said.



Other tech giants have also spent billions on A.I. 
Microsoft said
 on Tuesday that its capital expenses had totaled almost $19 billion last quarter, more than twice as much as two years earlier. Last week, Alphabet said its capital expenditures for the last quarter had 
surged 91 percent
 from a year earlier.



Meta said on Wednesday that more than 3.27 billion people now use one or more of its apps every day. Threads, which competes with X, is closing in on almost 200 million monthly active users, Mr. Zuckerberg said. And WhatsApp, the messaging app, surpassed more than 100 million users in the United States this year.
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Japan Built Thailand's Car Industry. Now China Is Gunning for It.



After dominating sales in Thailand for decades, Mazda, Nissan and other Japanese companies are losing their grip on a market long viewed as a regional hub.




An Aion showroom beside a Toyota dealership in Bangkok.




By Daisuke Wakabayashi, River Akira Davis and Claire Fu


Jul 30, 2024


Japanese companies established Thailand's auto industry virtually from scratch, dating back to the years after World War II. By the late 1970s, Japanese brands commanded around 90 percent of car sales in Thailand. They invested in building Thai supply chains, and their cars were also widely perceived by customers as reliable.



In the 1990s, American and South Korean automakers targeted the Thai market but barely made a dent in Japan's share.



Now Japanese automakers' stronghold is finally being loosened by 
Chinese manufacturers
 that offer something they don't: electric vehicles at affordable prices. The influx of Chinese brands like BYD, Great Wall Motor and SAIC Motor in the past two years is ringing alarms in Japan.



In December, Srettha Thavisin, Thailand's prime minister, traveled to Japan with a message for Japanese companies: Move quickly, invest in electric vehicles or lose out to China.



"You are not alone in the world," Mr. Thavisin warned Japan's automakers in an interview with Japanese media.



Japanese companies' unwillingness to fully embrace electric vehicles, which are popular in Thailand, has held them back in the Thai market. Mazda, Mitsubishi, Nissan, Suzuki and Isuzu have taken the heaviest blows, in part because of their limited lineups of plug-in hybrid or fully electric models. Last year, new car sales in Thailand for those companies collectively dropped 25 percent while overall sales fell 9 percent, according to data compiled by MarkLines, an automotive information provider.




Factory employees inspecting the chassis of a GAC Aion electric vehicle in Rayong, Thailand. GAC Aion is the E.V. arm of the Chinese state-owned Guangzhou Automobile Group.




This month, Honda announced it would cease vehicle production at one of its two factories in Thailand next year. And Suzuki said in June that it would close its only vehicle-manufacturing plant in the country.



Japanese manufacturers, which account for about 75 percent of vehicle sales in Thailand, are taking steps to stem the erosion of their position. During Mr. Thavisin's trip to Japan, Toyota, Honda, Isuzu and Mitsubishi said they would invest $4.3 billion over five years to convert their Thai factories to make electric vehicles. Late last year, Honda began producing electric vehicles in Thailand.



Nissan established Thailand's first Japanese auto assembly plant in Bangkok in 1962, a time when Thais bought only a few thousand vehicles a year. Toyota followed shortly after, starting vehicle production in Thailand in 1964.



From early on, the Japanese companies viewed Thailand as a regional export hub for Southeast Asia. They spent decades investing to develop Thai supply chains and sales networks, predominantly for pickup trucks that are exported and sold domestically. Japan's strategy paid off in the 1980s and 1990s in particular, when Japanese automakers cashed in on booming demand in Southeast Asia while the United States and Germany were largely focused on Eastern Europe.



Southeast Asia, including Thailand, stands as the largest market for Mitsubishi and other smaller Japanese automakers. In the fiscal year that ended in March, Mitsubishi's sales in the region fell 9 percent from the previous year.



Mitsubishi and other Japanese automakers are pinning hopes on developing new hybrid and electric models to regain lost ground. In February, Mitsubishi introduced a hybrid version of its Xpander multipurpose vehicle in Thailand, and the company said orders had surpassed expectations.



But the Chinese electric vehicle companies are formidable competition.



GAC Aion, the E.V. arm of the state-owned Guangzhou Automobile Group, has quickly established a manufacturing and sales business in Thailand and is trying to break into another Japanese stronghold: taxis. Toyota accounts for a vast majority of taxis on the road in Thailand.




Huang Yongjie, chairman of Gold Integrate, is helping bring Chinese-made GAC Aion electric taxis into Thailand. 




Through a Thai partner, Gold Integrate, Aion has released a fully electric sedan dedicated solely for the country's ride-hailing and taxi market.



Over the past year, the Aion-Gold Integrate partnership has sold several thousand of a taxi-only model to commercial customers in Thailand for about $25,000 with a nine-year warranty.



Huang Yongjie, chairman of Gold Integrate, which also invested in 15 showrooms for Aion, said Toyota had responded to Aion's entry into the Thai market by cutting the price of its main taxi model by nearly $3,000. It was notable, Mr. Huang said, because "Toyota never cuts prices."
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Guest Essay



To Stop War in Lebanon, the U.S. Must Tell Israel 'No'








By Steven Simon


Jul 31, 2024


As tension grows between Israel and Hezbollah, the dominant political and military force in Lebanon, neither side wants a full-scale war. But one could explode inadvertently -- precipitated by an attack like the launch of what Israel said was a Hezbollah missile 
that hit
 Majdal Shams in the Golan Heights on Saturday, for example -- or deliberately, should Israel see a post-Gaza opportunity to rid itself of another one of its enemies.



In the best case, a cease-fire in Israel's war on Hamas in Gaza would prompt Hezbollah to stop firing rockets into the Jewish state, and the possibility of war would fade.



After Saturday's missile strike, 
which killed 12
 children and teenagers, Israel hit a building in Beirut on Tuesday, saying it targeted the Hezbollah commander it believes was responsible. If Israel goes further and launches a major operation to uproot Hezbollah, which right-wing members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government have been urging, it would be devastating.



The conflict would eviscerate Lebanese society, which is already in a state of economic collapse, spark a humanitarian crisis for which the United States and others will have to pick up the tab, generate increased attacks against U.S. interests in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere, and propel violence by Houthi forces in Yemen to higher levels. It will likely also fail to eliminate Hezbollah.



None of this is in the United States' interest. While making clear that it would continue to defend Israel against direct attacks by Iran, Hezbollah's patron, Washington needs to make clear to Israel that it will not sanction such a war or facilitate it by supplying munitions, joining the Israeli military in attacks against Hezbollah or providing diplomatic cover for the deaths of civilians.



As the conflagration in Gaza demonstrated, trying to control this train after it has left the station will not work.



There are several reasons a war across Israel's northern border would be appalling. Hezbollah's forces and weaponry are embedded in civilian life, in what many consider a human shield strategy; as a result, attacks could kill tens of thousands of Lebanese. The artificial intelligence targeting system used by the Israel Defense Forces and the permissive engagement rules it showed in Gaza will also take an inordinate civilian toll. Hezbollah, like Hamas, has dug underground bunkers and tunnels, so expect mayhem in urban areas.



In theory, Israel could target all of Hezbollah's estimated 130,000-150,000 missiles and rockets, plus its launchers and crews, which are distributed throughout Lebanon. Since Hezbollah headquarters are in a suburb of Beirut, residents will be exposed to withering fire. Because Israel knows that destroying Hezbollah's armaments is pointless as long as resupplies from Iran are possible, it will likely seal off parts of Lebanon, preventing food and other necessities from reaching many civilians.



So far, the United States has discouraged Israel from going to war against Hezbollah largely by emphasizing the costs to Israel. But one can safely assume that the administration does not want to take the rap for another humanitarian tragedy.



If the Biden administration fails to stop Israel from waging war on Hezbollah, it will come under political pressure to support Israel's operations.



In 2006, during Israel's last foray against Hezbollah in Lebanon, the United States pressured Israel to spare Lebanese civilians and infrastructure and end combat operations prematurely. Israel has long regarded that restraint as a reason for the nation's failure to decisively weaken Hezbollah. Now that Israel has tested a scorched earth policy in Gaza and retained U.S. support, it likely won't repeat its presumed mistake of 2006. Gaza rules will apply.



Optimistic outsiders discount the possibility of a large Israeli attack because they think it would be doomed and assume that Israelis think so, too. But that is a bad assumption. From a military planner's perspective, Israel could exploit the advantages of a surprise attack, which can be quite effective.



The conditions for surprise are favorable. A sizable force, enough to get a start and easily reinforced, is already at its jump-off point. Continuing exchanges of fire provide the perfect cover. Hezbollah cannot know whether the latest round is the opening of an Israeli offensive or just more of the same. And there are few civilians in Israel's north for the I.D.F. to worry about, given that 
some 60,000 people
 have been evacuated from the area in the face of barrages from Hezbollah, along with 
around 90,000
 from southern Lebanon.



As for Hezbollah's vast missile inventory, the element of surprise and proximity of Israeli air bases to its targets could enable the Israeli air force to pre-empt missile launches on its land. Synchronized ground maneuvers will help. An air defense umbrella augmented by American weapons will limit risk to the home front. Air defenses could be concentrated around the small, dense set of Israeli critical infrastructure installations to avert catastrophic damage, although many missiles could still get through, possibly killing hundreds of Israelis.



The Biden administration should put an end to such thinking -- and be blunt that Israeli promises of a restrained war will have little credibility after nearly 40,000 dead in Gaza, according to Palestinian health authorities, and the vast destruction there.



If Israel moves ahead with plans to wage war on Hezbollah and the militant force does unleash thousands of missiles on Israel, then it had better hope that its missile defenses and civil defense capabilities are up to snuff. The United States has the capacity to take down advanced Iranian missiles, which it would do, but not necessarily to bail out an Israel swamped by Hezbollah's missiles thanks to an unrealistic war plan.



Beyond ongoing if futile diplomacy to get Hezbollah's cooperation and acknowledging Israel's right to self-defense, a cease-fire in Gaza is the surest way to defuse tensions in the North. This is now a race against the clock.



One hopes that Israel's response to a pre-emptive "no" from Washington would be to shelve plans for an all-out offensive. It is possible that Mr. Netanyahu would mobilize supporters in Congress as well as the Trump campaign to hammer the administration and compel it to pledge support for whatever Israel chooses to do in Lebanon.



It is, after all, an election year, and the political cost of defying the Israeli government might not be worth it for the Harris campaign.



But there are risks for Israel, as well. Should Israel decide to take on the administration now and Vice President Kamala Harris wins the election, angry Democrats will complicate the U.S.-Israel relationship going forward.



By insisting on a more equal partnership with Israel now, the administration might just be buying time. But in the Middle East, that's not necessarily a bad thing.



Steven Simon is a senior fellow at the Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft and a distinguished fellow and professor at Dartmouth College. He served on the National Security Council in the Clinton and Obama administrations. His latest book is "Grand Delusion: The Rise and Fall of American Ambition in the Middle East."
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Jessica Grose



The Election of Divorced Men vs. All the Single Ladies








By Jessica Grose


Jul 31, 2024


A few weeks ago, I saw a headline from the newsletter American Storylines that seemed to perfectly capture the vibe of today's Republican Party: "
Divorced Men for Trump
." The author, Daniel Cox, is the director of the Survey Center on American Life, and this particular installment of the newsletter was about the gender and marriage gaps among American voters.



The gist, vis-a-vis relationship status, was that in every category more women than men identify as Democrats, with the biggest gap existing among divorced Americans. According to Gallup, Cox writes, "A majority (54 percent) of divorced men identify as Republican compared to 41 percent of divorced women," the largest gender gap among divorced people in two decades.



As my colleague Thomas Edsall 
noted
 in May, in recent years there's also a yawning gender gap among young voters, with young women becoming increasingly Democratic and young men becoming increasingly Republican. Edsall quoted the Democratic pollster Celinda Lake, who cites Donald Trump's "chaotic and divisive style" and lack of respect, among the reasons that young women have been fleeing the G.O.P. Young women, Lake said, "want stability and are very concerned about division and the potential for violence."



All this data was collected when Joe Biden was on course to be the Democratic presidential nominee. With Kamala Harris now the presumptive nominee and JD Vance as Trump's running mate, the competing campaigns -- and by extension our two major political parties -- come across as more gendered than ever.



Republicans are sounding like a hostile 
manosphere
 podcast, with Vance mostly standing by his "
childless cat ladies
" rant, and Trump using his speech at the Republican National Convention to call Nancy Pelosi "
crazy
" and another speech last week to call Harris a "
bum
." Special guests like the 
Trump supporter
 Elon Musk are 
along for the ride
, too.



Democrats, by contrast, look to be hosting an inclusive and raucous girl party with their messaging and aesthetics; 
Beyonce
 and 
Charli XCX
 are the soundtrack to a vision of personal freedom to live your life however you want to.



Call it the election of Bitter Divorced Men versus 
All the Single Ladies
.



In a 
speech
 last week, Harris herself emphasized the contrast: "Do we want to live in a country of freedom, compassion and rule of law -- or a country of chaos, fear and hate?"



Vance, meanwhile, 
went on Megyn Kelly's radio show
 to try to clean up his cat-ladies rant, saying he has no problem with cat owners or people without children but what he was trying to say is that the Democratic Party is "anti-family and anti-child," and that he thinks workplaces should be more accommodating to working parents. (
I agree wholeheartedly
 that workplaces can and should do better.)



But he couldn't even get through the interview without taking a swipe at some of the people out there who don't have kids: What "brings the most meaning to life is family, not all these weird little accomplishments and degrees and everything else," he said.



On top of that, Media Matters unearthed a 2021 podcast appearance in which Vance offered 
a similar indictment
 of (presumably left-leaning) atheists and agnostics who pursue conventional forms of career success. "This value set," he caricatured, "has made me a miserable person who can't have kids because I already, you know, passed the biological period when it was possible. And I live in a 1,200-square-foot apartment in New York and I pay $5,000 a month for it."



Vance's outlook brims with such disdain that even The Wall Street Journal's editorial board 
is cringing
, recently advising him to bring out his extremely accomplished wife to do damage control. Maybe Usha Vance can help her husband put cat-ladies-gate behind him. But mentioning her also brings up the obvious question: Would JD Vance describe his wife's Yale law degree and high-powered legal career as "weird little accomplishments"?



Taken together, all of Vance's comments highlight the obvious: You can work toward family-friendly public policy and you can make workplaces more harmonious with parenting without putting down people who don't have kids. In this instance, even Trump seems to have managed it: He responded to the cat-ladies comment by 
saying
 that Vance simply "likes family" a lot -- sounding for a moment like he's sympathetic to people who just never met the right person. But given Trump's ... well, entire 
history with women
, I doubt this olive branch will make much difference.



Yes, the Republican ticket turns off a lot of women, but I wonder if Harris can attract enough male voters to push her over the finish line. I got in touch with Daniel Cox to ask if the gender gap between Democratic and Republican voters -- especially younger voters -- would further increase with the new dynamics of the race. He told me that although men have a 
less favorable view
 of Harris than women do, he doesn't think she'll necessarily widen the already large gender gap. Unlike Hillary Clinton in 2016, who explicitly highlighted her gender with the slogan "I'm With Her," the vice president doesn't seem to be doing that in 
her own speeches or sloganeering
, Cox said, even if the social media focus of her campaign is "
Brat
"-coded.



"A lot will depend on the issues that Harris champions," he said. "If it's reproductive health and abortion all the time, if it's L.G.B.T.Q. rights. Those are not issues that animate young men. We've talked to any number of them, and a lot of them will say that abortion has nothing to do with me. I may be largely supportive of some amount of legal access to abortion, but don't much care about it."



As Cox wrote in the most recent 
installment
 of his newsletter, "None of this is set in stone. Plenty of voters don't know much about Harris. What's more, even well-established figures -- such as 78-year-old former presidents -- can see their public image undergo a dramatic reinvention."



Given the events of the past month, I don't think anyone can predict what will happen between now and November. But many Americans don't pay close attention to politics, and many may just be tuning in to the presidential election now. I don't want to underestimate the appeal of nastiness -- Trump's divisive style won him the presidency before -- but I think we're in a different place than we were eight years ago. We know what a Trump presidency looks like, and that the pandemic took a lot out of everyone. To my ears, a campaign that emphasizes personal freedom is more appealing than one filled with doom, gloom and rancor.
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Guest Essay



Kamala Harris Has a Brief Window Before the Attacks Really Begin








By Chris Whipple


Jul 31, 2024


In the span of a few weeks, Kamala Harris has accomplished the seemingly impossible. The presumptive Democratic nominee has navigated the most politically fraught situation imaginable -- a president's reluctant abdication from the Democratic ticket -- and rallied the party around her. She's outmaneuvered potential rivals, galvanized voters and volunteers, shattered fund-raising records and pulled the Democratic campaign out of free fall.



Now comes the hard part: She must gird for a take-no-prisoners general election battle against Donald Trump. Between now and when the Democratic convention kicks off on Aug. 19, the vice president should frame the race on her own terms by establishing her identity, projecting strength, parrying Mr. Trump's attacks immediately and continuing her pivot to offense.



Ms. Harris's nearly flawless start knocked the Trump campaign on its heels. Convinced that Joe Biden, a doddering octogenarian, would be the nominee, Mr. Trump and his running mate, JD Vance, have groped for a line of attack against the relatively youthful Ms. Harris.



"They wanted this to be about a weak, dithering president who couldn't handle the fact that the world was on fire and inflation and the border were out of control," said Tim Miller, a former communications director for Jeb Bush. "And then this happens and discombobulates it all. And they haven't landed on how to pivot."



But Mr. Trump has plenty of heavy weaponry at his disposal.  Unlike his previous races, when he went through campaign managers the way the Borgias went through family, the former president's 2024 campaign has been a relatively no-drama affair, run by the political veterans Susie Wiles and Chris LaCivita.



Ms. Harris has her own formidable team, including the campaign chair, Jennifer O'Malley Dillon, inherited from the Biden campaign, and the spokesman Brian Fallon. Her campaign is rumored to be talking with David Plouffe, who led Barack Obama's winning 2008 campaign and whose strategic acumen would be a good fit with Ms. O'Malley Dillon's ground game.



Ms. Harris should be preparing for a barrage of incoming negative attacks. Mr. Trump's allies have already stirred up racist and sexist innuendo against Ms. Harris -- just a preview of what may come. A Trump campaign version of the "Willie Horton" attack -- the notorious 1988 commercial produced by a political action committee supporting the Republican nominee, George H.W. Bush -- isn't inconceivable. In that ad, widely criticized as racist, Mr. Bush's Democratic opponent, Michael Dukakis, was excoriated for granting furloughs to violent criminals as governor of Massachusetts.



In a 
recent memo
, Mr. Trump's pollster Anthony Fabrizio hinted at such an attack on Ms. Harris, alleging that as a California district attorney, she'd freed "illegals" who'd gone on to commit violent crimes. Those tactics are part of the Trump campaign's DNA. 
It was Mr. LaCivita
 who, in 2004, spearheaded the infamous "Swift Boat Veterans for Truth" ad campaign, which helped to sink the presidential hopes of the Democratic nominee, John Kerry.



In the 2022 U.S. Senate race in Wisconsin, with Mr. LaCivita as a general consultant, the winning campaign of the Republican incumbent, Ron Johnson, along with other groups, aimed a devastating ad blitz at the Democratic challenger, Mandela Barnes, accusing him of coddling criminals. "It was images of crime scenes," recalled Ben Wikler, chairman of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin. "They darkened his skin in their mailers. They stamped his name over crime scenes. And there was the spray-painted slogan 'Defund the Police' with Mandela Barnes in front of it, insinuating that he'd supported it."



Mr. Barnes, strapped for money, was unable to respond quickly. "When the resources did arrive later in the race," Mr. Wikler said, "and the Barnes campaign was able to simultaneously defend and go on offense, he started gaining a point a week and wound up losing the race by a single percentage point." The clear lesson for Ms. Harris is to answer every attack, pivot quickly to offense and pound her message home every day until the polls close. Given the flood of donations she's already unleashed -- $200 million and counting -- and the truncated general election calendar, money should be no object for the vice president.



In the weeks before the Democratic convention, with the wind at her back so far, the vice president has a chance to chart a course to victory.



Above all, Ms. Harris must affirmatively define herself before Mr. Trump and his allies can define her. Despite having served for decades as California's attorney general, a senator and vice president of the United States, she is barely known to many voters. "That's why the explosion of resources for Vice President Harris has been really critical," said Mr. Wikler, "because she's going to have to do multiple things at once in a way that Joe Biden, who's already firmly defined in voters' minds, didn't have to."



Ms. Harris must tell a compelling story that connects with ordinary Americans. What is her positive vision for the future? For working-class and middle-class Americans who have endured the worst of inflation, especially, an understanding of how she intends to bring down prices will be critical. She also should emphasize her confidence in America and Americans and contrast her positive vision for the future with Mr. Trump's preoccupation with the past -- something Democrats have struggled to do in recent years.



So far her performance is a striking improvement over her uncertain footing during her early days as vice president. "People see her and they're like, 'Well, wait a minute. She looks pretty good to me,'" said Mark McKinnon, former chief media adviser to George W. Bush and John McCain. Indeed, in the rarefied air of a historically unprecedented campaign, she's performed a high-wire act worthy of 
the Flying Wallendas
.



Any candidate vying for the executive office must project strength -- a trait voters associate with Mr. Trump. Ms. Harris's recent, pointed call for an end to the war in Gaza, issued after her meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, should be the template. Wading into a politically fraught subject, the vice president 
forcefully denounced
 the killing of "far too many innocent civilians" and the "dire humanitarian situation." She vowed, "I will not be silent." It was the language of leadership.



Ms. Harris must define herself between now and the Democratic convention -- because Mr. Trump and his MAGA posse will pounce soon thereafter. "'She's a radical San Francisco liberal' will be one line of attack," said Rich Bond, a veteran G.O.P. strategist who served as Republican National Committee chair under George H.W. Bush. "And 'the borders are a complete failure' will be another. 'Part of the Biden wrecking crew of the American economy' will be another."



One move that could help Ms. Harris on this front is her swift selection of a running mate. (But not too swift: George McGovern's failure to properly vet Senator Thomas Eagleton of Missouri, who had been treated for depression, doomed his 1972 campaign.) Ms. Harris has a deep bench of Democratic talent from which to choose, among them Mark Kelly, the senator from the border state of Arizona, who could help her on the immigration front; and Andy Beshear, the popular governor of Kentucky, who at 46 would reinforce the message that she represents a new generation of Americans.



The jabs against Ms. Harris will be blunted if she can burnish her identity now and pivot to prosecuting Mr. Trump's flaws. Even with Joe Biden out of the race, Mr. Trump's best hope is to run against the Biden-Harris record. If the race is about Mr. Trump's character, the 34-count felon faces an uphill battle.



Mr. Bond, the G.O.P. veteran, sums up the Trump playbook: "They have a two-part list. One is take Harris down." The second is don't let Mr. Trump be a jerk. "That's the entire list," he said -- "and the second part may be impossible."



Chris Whipple is the author of "The Gatekeepers: How the White House Chiefs of Staff Define Every Presidency" and "The Fight of His Life: Inside Joe Biden's White House." He is writing a book about presidential campaign managers and has written about 10 presidential administrations.
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letters



The Debate Over Gender-Affirming Care


Jul 31, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
U.S. Gender Care Is Ignoring Science
," by Pamela Paul (column, July 14):



I appreciated the depth and thoughtfulness of Ms. Paul's column. But as the mother of a trans daughter, I question her conclusion that the evidence is against gender-affirming care, given the confusing mix of information, research, opinion and anecdotes swirling around the issue.



My child told us clearly she was a girl a few days shy of her fourth birthday, and she has been clear about her gender identity ever since. We have been through years of family counseling, and she has continued with an individual counselor as well. We have tried to be careful, not make assumptions in either direction and listen well. Now 10, she has expressed to me and my husband extreme distress at the idea of going through puberty as a boy.



Since we live in a state that does not allow puberty blockers, we have begun the process of trying to find her care elsewhere. Despite sharing the concerns that Ms. Paul lists and shouldering the expense and exhaustion of having to go out of state, what is clear to me as a parent is that forcing my daughter to wait until she had fully developed as a male before being able to access medical interventions would be cruel. Every day for her would be an agony.



And in a country where transgender people of color are 
disproportionately targeted as victims of violent crimes,
 forcing her to look like a man who is dressed as a woman could result in serious harm.



I understand and agree with much of what Ms. Paul says. But I wonder why we can't allow for more nuance. Is the medical system unable to handle differentiating care? Why must we outlaw medical interventions that for a small minority are quite literally lifesaving? Why can't we put into place reasonable safeguards to protect the many so that the few can still access the care that they need?



Name Withheld
San Antonio
The writer requested anonymity to protect the privacy of her child.



To the Editor:



Thank you for publishing this article! Pamela Paul reflects the views of so many who are afraid to say it out loud.



I am the parent of a girl who was rapid onset gender dysphoric at 12 years old. Teachers and activists groomed my little girl in sixth grade. Her confusion over her sex became overwhelming for her as these people taught her about medical transition. We (her parents) helped her through the confusion while she was getting bullied by teachers, therapists and doctors who suggested puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones.



Our daughter is now 15 and thriving in her biological sex. Thank God we didn't fold under pressure to medicalize our little girl. Now she can't believe that she came that close to permanent gender mutilation.



Just because puberty was uncomfortable, adults took advantage of her. Peer pressure in schools to be L.G.B.T.Q.+ has become overwhelming for kids.



Erin Lee
Wellington, Colo.
The writer is co-founder of Protect Kids Colorado, which helps children and families navigate gender confusion at schools.



How to Provide Closer Scrutiny of the Presidential Candidates








To the Editor:



Re "
In This Election, Voters Deserve More Debates and Transparency
" (editorial, July 28):



This editorial represents a ridiculous new entry in bothsidesism.



Kamala Harris has been vice president for nearly four years, was Joe Biden's running mate for the past year and is not in any way, shape or form an unknown quantity. Her positions on all major issues -- including restoring and protecting women's rights, robustly addressing climate change, standing with Ukraine, support for Social Security and Medicare, fair taxation of the wealthy and much, much more -- are very well and very publicly established. Nor is she attempting to conceal or obfuscate her position on any such issue.



On the other hand, Donald Trump disavows association with the extreme and bizarre policy positions outlined in Project 2025, an absolutely frightening outline of what will be in store for all of us if he and Republicans win in November.



Our democracy depends on the reasonable judgment and expression of critical media voices like The New York Times. For all of our sakes, please try to do better.



David Koppett
San Jose, Calif.



To the Editor:



I agree with most of this editorial concerning the need for transparency in the upcoming presidential election but disagree with the use of debates as an appropriate format. Debating skills require mostly the ability to respond quickly and with theatrical aplomb, neither of which are required to be a capable president.



To be successful a president requires, among other things, intelligence, sound judgment, the ability to assemble quality advisers, and the ability to communicate effectively with the people in a serious format after careful preparation. One can be an excellent president but a poor debater.



Harold J. Smith
White Plains, N.Y.



Project 1825




Paul Dans at a Heritage Foundation Leadership Summit in 2023. Mr. Dans is stepping down from his role as director of Project 2025.




To the Editor:



Project 2025 (news articles, 
July 12
 and 
31
) would reflect the dominant values and culture of the country only if it were renamed Project 1825.



Women who lived in that very distant year were burdened with the continuous cycle of pregnancy, childbirth, child rearing and pregnancy again, often in a two-year time frame. Deaths from that cycle were so frequent as to be unexceptional.



The country's government, institutions and economy were led almost exclusively by white Christian males. The government was small and supported that dominant group. Black people and other minorities had no voice, and many were enslaved and held no power whatsoever.



We must admit that this is America's heritage, in the sense that it existed and is part of our past. But the Heritage Foundation's willingness to bend our nation back to that time, rather than to the arc of history, is a clear obstruction to the ongoing progress of the rest of America's heritage.



Let's call it what it is: Project 1825.



Merilee Griffin
Haslett, Mich.



Clinton's Advice to Harris: A 'Missed Opportunity'








To the Editor:



Re "
How Harris Can Win and Make History
," by Hillary Rodham Clinton (Opinion guest essay, July 25):



I found Mrs. Clinton's advice to Vice President Kamala Harris a disappointing missed opportunity.



Mrs. Clinton was silent on the tough lessons she learned in her 2016 run for the presidency. Yes, she won the national popular vote by three million. But she did not acknowledge the mistakes leading to her loss of the Electoral College vote.



Nowhere did she recognize the limits of a progressive, growth-promoting economic message that, however much it addressed the actual needs of middle-class white voters, failed to acknowledge their feeling of being "left behind." To be sure, crafting such a message is fiendishly difficult. But condescending references to "deplorables" made things tougher.



Similarly unhelpful was Mrs. Clinton's failure to spend time with, and listen to, those in the Midwest (the critical "blue wall") whose communities had been pulled apart by the forces of economic change.



These are the valuable lessons that a more self-critical Mrs. Clinton could have offered to Ms. Harris.



Rick Doner
Atlanta
The writer is emeritus professor of political science at Emory University.
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Why Chinese Propaganda Loves Foreign Travel Bloggers



Videos by influencers documenting their trips have been widely promoted on Chinese media -- if they tell a certain story.



By Vivian Wang


Jul 31, 2024


Spend some time browsing YouTube or Instagram and you might come across a growing new genre: China travel vlogs.



There's the American who made a four-hour "vlogumentary" about eating dumplings in Shanghai. There's the German traveler marveling at how quickly China's bullet trains accelerate. There's a British couple admiring colorful traditional clothing in the far western region of Xinjiang. All have hundreds of thousands of views.



The videos are even more popular on Chinese social media. YouTube and Instagram are banned in China, but Chinese users have found ways to reshare them to Chinese sites, to avid followings. The bloggers have been interviewed by Chinese state media and their experiences promoted with trending 
hashtags
 such as "Foreign tourists have become our internet spokespeople."



The emergence of these videos reflects the return of foreign travelers to China after the country isolated itself for three years during the Covid pandemic. The government has introduced a slew of visa-free policies to attract more tourists. Travel bloggers have leaped at the chance to see a country to which they previously had limited access.



But for China, the videos do more than help stimulate its economy. They are a chance for Beijing to hit back at what it calls an anti-China narrative in the West. China in recent years has encouraged locals to treat foreigners as potential spies; expanded its surveillance state; and expelled or arrested journalists at Chinese and foreign media outlets. But it points to the carefree travel videos as proof -- from Westerners -- that criticisms about those issues are manufactured.



"Overseas audiences find that through these videos, they see a real, fast-developing China that differs from the one under the mainstream narrative in the West," said 
one article
 in The Global Times, a Communist Party-controlled tabloid.



The bloggers themselves sometimes feed the official Chinese argument, with video titles 
such as
 "The Media Lied to EVERYONE about China? We Share the TRUTH."



"This is considered as one of the most controversial areas in China if you rely on the Western media," the British couple, Libby Collins and Tauseef Ahmed, said in 
their video
 about traveling to Urumqi, the capital of the Xinjiang region. Western countries and human rights groups have accused China of abuses in the region, including the mass detention and surveillance of Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities. China says tight security measures are needed to root out terrorism. 



"The Uyghur people, everyone seemed fine," Mr. Ahmed said. 



The influencers have denied any ties to the government. Many of the videos in the genre appear authentic, without the typical hallmarks of state involvement, said 
Fang Kecheng
, a professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong who studies Chinese propaganda. The market for the videos -- in the West as well as China -- points to a real hunger for more diverse, human-oriented stories about China, Professor Fang said.



"It actually reflects that the mainstream media do have their problems in terms of China coverage," he said. "They do tend to focus more on geopolitics."



But he cautioned that the travel videos, in making sweeping statements about the "real China," risked being equally one-dimensional. "It's also another kind of not respecting the agency or autonomy of people actually living in this country."



In interviews, Western influencers who were featured in Chinese media said they had not set out with the goal of disproving any narrative. They had merely wanted to experience for themselves a country they had heard so much about in daily headlines.



Mac Candee, who posted the 
four-hour Shanghai video
 on YouTube, said he had been anxious before his six-day trip, having heard that he would not be allowed to film. That was not an issue: He documented dancing with retirees in a park, sampling dumplings and getting a massage.



"I don't pay as much attention from the concern of the country's politics, religion, all these types of more general things," Mr. Candee, 31, said. "I want to meet the individuals."



But the videos do not avoid those questions altogether. Many contrast their travel shots with dramatic clips from Western news shows. Some ask locals about freedom of speech or religion, as apparent proof that restrictions do not exist.



Those seeming contradictions are especially central to the videos about Xinjiang.



In the British couple's video, they watch women in traditional dress give a dance performance. They point out mosques. At one point, strolling past a security checkpoint to enter a market, the woman, Ms. Collins, says, "They can control who comes in and out. Makes it nice and safe for everybody."



Then they pass an armored vehicle parked on the street. They note how a guard suddenly appears from inside. "It's like Jack in the Box," Mr. Ahmed notes with a laugh.



In an interview, Mr. Ahmed said he did not worry about how their content was used by Chinese propaganda or others. "At the end of the day, people can give it any narrative they want. It's just two people going around and recording their travel adventures," he said. "From our end, we were happy with what we saw."



The couple also acknowledge that their perspective, as short-term visitors, may have been limited. Journalists living in China are followed constantly when they are in Xinjiang and people they speak to are harassed.



Cheng Lei, an Australian journalist who was 
recently released
 after serving three years in prison in China on charges of endangering national security, has described China as a "locked paradise" where prosperity and technological prowess help whitewash the abuses of authoritarianism. 



"If you are a visitor, you can have a great time biking around the alleys, trying the food, talking to locals, taking the high-speed train," 
she wrote
 this month. "You forget that you are on a massive movie set, seeing a facade of freedom."



Inevitably, though, as China has allowed in more foreign visitors -- and cameras -- it becomes harder to shape the narrative that emerges. Some bloggers have shared experiences that the government is less eager to promote.




Police officers patrolling at the Grand Bazaar in Urumqi in Xinjiang this month.




An Australian blogger who posts to YouTube under the handle "josie lifts things" recently traveled to Tibet, which is only open to foreigners by permit, on a trip paid for by a state-owned tour company. The blogger had previously been featured on the Shanghai government website for her video about her travels there.



In the Tibet video, she praised the scenery and temples. But, 
she added
, "While I try to travel without the bias that the media might have shown me in the past, it was hard to ignore some of the obvious signs of confirmation that were before me," while showing footage of her seventh security checkpoint that day.



Another traveler, 
Sara Qiu
, a Spanish cyclist who has been riding through western China, shared exuberant posts on Facebook and Instagram about her journey: being invited by strangers to join their son's wedding or to eat dinner at their homes. Her travels have expanded her understanding of the country her parents immigrated from, Ms. Qiu, 32, said in an interview.



But she has also shared stories about being tailed by police cars, especially while in Xinjiang, and being turned away from hotels because she is foreign.



When she shared a video of her experience booking a room -- a hotel employee said he had to make a call before he could accept her and the police later visited her -- some commenters who appeared to be Chinese accused her of smearing China.



"They say why are you posting this, what is the meaning," she recalled. "I just wanted to reflect the situation."



Siyi Zhao
 contributed research.
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What's It Like Traveling to China These Days?



China has been rolling out new visa-free programs and promising to make travel easier for foreigners. But challenges remain.




Tourists near Shichahai Lake in Beijing this month. China has been taking unusual steps to attract visitors from overseas.




By Vivian Wang


Jul 31, 2024


By some measures, visiting China has never been easier.



China has been making a huge push to attract foreign tourists in recent months. It has rolled out a visa-free program for dozens of countries, with the list still growing. It has pledged to make it easier for visitors to pay for things, book hotels and get around.



The goal is to signal that China is open for business -- and fun! -- again, after three years of pandemic controls made it literally impossible for most foreigners to enter. The government is 
especially keen
 to attract visitors 
as it tries to rev up growth
.



China also wants to show that it is still connected to the world, despite tensions with the West and the growing reach of its security apparatus at home.



In a sign of its eagerness, Beijing has offered the visa waivers to countries that have not done the same in return -- a rare move for a government that usually insists on reciprocity.



But actually traveling to China can still be a major challenge. Here's what to know:



What's new?



China is unilaterally offering visa-free entry for 15 days to citizens from a slew of countries, mostly Western European ones like France, Germany and Spain. The program began in December and has continued to expand; Australia, New Zealand and Poland were included last month. It is set to run through 2025.



In addition, citizens of more than 50 countries, including the United States, are now eligible for visa-free transit. They can enter China for 72 or 144 hours, depending on their port of entry, if they are continuing on to other destinations.




Taxis at Daxing International Airport in Beijing. Most arrivals from overseas in the first half of this year were under a visa-free program, according to the Chinese government.




Transit travelers must stay within certain areas. For example, people flying into Shanghai can only visit the city and the neighboring provinces of Jiangsu and Zhejiang. 



China has also promised to reduce logistical headaches for foreigners. WeChat and AliPay -- the so-called super apps that most Chinese use for every aspect of daily life, from digital payments to ride hailing to ordering at restaurants -- can now be linked to international credit cards, not just Chinese ones. (Most businesses do not accept credit cards directly.) And in May, the government 
told hotels
 not to refuse foreign guests, which was once a common practice.



Why is China doing all this?



Simply put: It needs money.



As China's economy slows, its consumers have been hesitant to spend, fanning fears of deflation. The government also wants to win back foreign investment, after many overseas companies were spooked by China's long Covid lockdowns and tightening political environment. Visitors on the 15-day visa-free program are allowed not only to sight-see, but to conduct business.



Attracting more visitors would also help the government rebut accusations from the United States and other Western countries that China has become more hostile to foreigners.




Visiting a lavender field in Inner Mongolia, a region of northern China.




Beijing last year revised its counterespionage law to broaden the definition of spying, and state propaganda has warned that seemingly harmless foreigners might be trying to undermine China's national security.  Still, the government insists that reports of xenophobia and rising nationalism are just spin, orchestrated by countries trying to stop China's rise.



Are more visitors coming?



In the first half of this year, there were 14.6 million arrivals from overseas, according to Chinese statistics. Most of them were visa-free.



That's 2.5 times as many as China had during the same period last year, but well below the 24 million in the first half of 2019, before the pandemic.



China's efforts to smooth out visitors' experiences have also had mixed results.



On a recent Friday in Shanghai, Luka Lefevre, 24, and Charlotte Collet, 21, were cramming as much sightseeing as possible into a 10-hour layover between Paris and Vietnam. They had visited Yu Garden, a temple complex, and were taking photos on East Nanjing Road, a major shopping street.



But they'd had trouble using their phones to pay for things, and had to resort to cash, they said. They were also surprised by the ubiquitous surveillance cameras.



"For us, it's a little bit too much, because we don't have this in France," Ms. Collet said. "But we know that it's for safety."



"For 10 hours, it's O.K.," Mr. Lefevre added.



Even visitors who'd figured out the Chinese apps said it had taken a while.




The Huangpu district in Shanghai last month.




Walking along the Bund, Shanghai's historic waterfront area, Maeline Lachaud and Nadia Hofmann, both Swiss university students, said they had linked their credit cards to AliPay while traveling through Xi'an, Chongqing and now Shanghai. The convenience was "amazing," they said.



But Ms. Lachaud, a first-time visitor, said she had relied heavily upon Ms. Hofmann, who is minoring in Chinese studies and had visited once before. She hadn't realized that AliPay had to be used not only to pay, but also to order at restaurants, and that the in-app menus were in Chinese.



Many major tourist attractions across China, such as the Forbidden City in Beijing, also require advance reservations through platforms like WeChat that are largely in Chinese. (Because of the super apps' ubiquity, many websites in China are poorly maintained.)



"China's not for beginners," Ms. Hofmann said. 
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Former President of Guinea Convicted of Ordering Massacre in Stadium 



The West African country's former military leader and some of his top aides were found guilty of crimes against humanity for mass murder and rapes committed during and after a pro-democracy demonstration in 2009.




Guinea's former president, Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara, at a news conference in 2015.




By Ruth Maclean


Jul 31, 2024


The former president of the West African nation of Guinea was found guilty on Wednesday of crimes against humanity for overseeing a massacre in a stadium and mass rape of pro-democracy demonstrators 15 years ago, a landmark verdict long awaited by survivors and relatives of the 150 people who were killed.



The trial
 of the former president, Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara, as well as 11 others including the former head of the presidential guard, government ministers and security officials, was seen as a test for the region in holding military rulers to account. It was televised in Guinea and followed avidly by many of the country's 14 million citizens.



Captain Camara was sentenced to 20 years in prison, and Lieutenant Aboubacar Diakite, the former head of the presidential guard, was sentenced to 10. The judge found six other defendants guilty and acquitted four, including a former health minister.



"Moussa Dadis Camara should be declared guilty of crimes against humanity on the basis of command responsibility," said Ibrahima Sory II Tounkara, the judge in the trial, which was held in a courtroom built for the occasion in the capital, Conakry.



The massacre, which traumatized a generation of Guineans, happened on Sept. 28, 2009, when pro-democracy protesters were holding a massive rally in a stadium in Conakry against Captain Camara, who had seized power in a coup.



He was accused of overseeing the massacre, in which hundreds of security forces burst into the stadium and opened fire on the demonstrators.



In addition to those killed, hundreds of people were wounded and at least 109 women were raped or sexually assaulted, some with batons and bayonets, according to 
witness accounts
 and 
a 2009 United Nations investigation
.



The bodies of those who had tried to flee or hide were found scattered across the stadium's field and around its gates, walls, and locker rooms. 



Afterward, security forces tried to cover up the massacre, burying bodies in mass graves and sealing off the stadium, according to Human Rights Watch, which asserted that the abuses on and after Sept. 28 were premeditated and organized, and amounted to crimes against humanity.
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Drones Target Sudan Army Base During Top General's Visit



For 15 months, Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan has been leading a war for control of the country against his rival, Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, the head of the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces.




Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, center, during a graduation ceremony in Gebeit near Port Sudan on Wednesday.




By Abdi Latif Dahir


Jul 31, 2024


Sudan's army said two drone strikes hit an army base in the country's east on Wednesday after a graduation ceremony attended by the country's de facto leader, Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, who has been 
locked in a civil war for over a year
 with a rival military general.



At least five people were killed and several others injured in the attack in the town of Gebeit, the army said, which has been held by the army and is about 50 miles from its wartime capital of Port Sudan. The Sudanese army spokesman, Nabil Abdallah, 
told the BBC
 that General al-Burhan had survived an assassination attempt, and blamed it on the Rapid Support Forces, the paramilitary group that has been battling the army for power for 15 months.



A military spokesman could not be reached for comment. In statements posted on social media, the military did not say whether General al-Burhan had been hurt or where he was during the attack. But it posted videos showing him interacting with the soldiers and members of the public 
before
 and 
after
 the 
graduation ceremony
.



No group has claimed responsibility for the strikes. The paramilitary group's media office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



The 
war between General al-Burhan and his rival, Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan
, who leads the Rapid Support Forces, has devastated Sudan, one of Africa's largest nations. More than 18,000 people have been killed, according to an estimate from the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project, though aid workers estimate the death toll to be higher.



At least 10 million people have been driven from their homes, according to the United Nations, while more than half the country's 48 million people face hunger, and hundreds of thousands of others are 
facing a looming famine
.



The army and the paramilitary group have both used drones in the war, which are sometimes 
supplied by close foreign allies
 such as Iran or the United Arab Emirates, according to Western and Sudanese officials.



The paramilitary group, which has dominated the capital, Khartoum, and 
the western region of Darfur
, has in recent weeks been ramping up its attacks on areas controlled by the army in the east. The paramilitary group has also recently clashed with the army in El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, and in the southeastern state of Sennar.



The two military leaders were once allies who brutally cracked down on 
Sudan's pro-democracy forces
 after a popular revolt forced out the country's longtime dictator, Omar Hassan al-Bashir. But they fell out over who should hold supreme power in the country and how swiftly their forces should merge into a single army.



The reported drone attacks on the base come just two weeks before 
mediation talks to end the war, hosted by the United States,
 were set to begin in Switzerland. The U.S. secretary of state, Antony J. Blinken, said in a statement this month that Saudi Arabia will co-host the talks, which will include the African Union, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, and the United Nations as observers.



The paramilitary force's leader, General Hamdan, said 
his group will participate
 in the talks. On Tuesday, Sudan's foreign ministry, which is allied with the army, signaled it was ready to join the talks in Geneva on Aug. 14. but said the paramilitary should stop its attacks and open humanitarian corridors.



The army, however, has also been accused of 
thwarting the flow of food aid
, especially to the Darfur region in the west, by preventing United Nations trucks from passing through a crucial border checkpoint. The army says it is necessary to stop the flow of weapons.



The war in Sudan has become one of the world's most urgent, and ignored, humanitarian emergencies. The country's health care system 
has been all but decimated
, disrupting treatment for millions. Disease outbreaks have risen, with aid groups saying hundreds have died from malaria, dengue, measles and other illnesses.



Schools and universities have been 
shuttered
 in a nation that once drew many foreign students. Looting has been widespread, with banks, private homes and government institutions burned and robbed.
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Underwater Robot Reveals 'Enigmatic' Shapes on the Bottom of Antarctic Ice



The new images of the melting underside of an ice shelf could help scientists better forecast how the continent is contributing to rising sea levels.




Structures mapped by an undersea robot named Ran on the underside of the Dotson Ice Shelf in Antarctica. The streaks, etched by currents, are up to 60 feet deep and miles long.




By Raymond Zhong


Jul 31, 2024


By sending sound waves into the warming seas around Antarctica, an underwater robot has given scientists a detailed new look at the melting undersides of the continent's giant ice shelves, which matter hugely for global sea levels.



The images taken by the robot contain clues about how the shelves are thinning. They reveal several never-before-seen formations in the ice, including immense terraces with rounded, swirling edges, and teardrop-shaped divots, some that are hundreds of feet across, that appear to have been sculpted by turbulent currents.



The scientists behind the discovery described the structures as "enigmatic."



"I couldn't stop looking at it," said Anna Wahlin, an oceanographer at the University of Gothenburg in Sweden, describing the first time she saw the data. "We had no idea it could look like this."



It's not just the transfixing beauty of these features that interests scientists. Ice shelves are the floating edges of glaciers, and they are critical to sea level rise. The shelves block Antarctica's glaciers from shedding more of their ice into the ocean. As more warm water bathes their undersides, the shelves melt and weaken, causing glacial ice to flow more swiftly out to sea.




Ran, an undersea robot that uses sonar to collect data of the underside of the Dotson Ice Shelf in Antarctica, surfacing after a dive into a Dotson cavity in January 2022.




The new imagery comes from underneath the Dotson Ice Shelf, which sits on the Amundsen Sea off West Antarctica. Dotson is more stable than other shelves in the region. Dr. Wahlin and her colleagues were originally hoping to 
survey the bottom of the nearby Thwaites Glacier
, which is losing mass quickly. Scientists have estimated that Thwaites's total collapse would increase global sea levels by about two feet over several centuries.



When Dr. Wahlin and her team reached the frozen continent, however, Thwaites was inaccessible. Too much sea ice was in the way.



In the end, mapping the underbelly of Dotson gave the researchers a chance to test their equipment and methods, Dr. Wahlin said. 
Their findings
 were published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances. They are turning their attention to Thwaites next.



When Dr. Wahlin and her colleagues traveled to Dotson in early 2022, the key member of their team was more than 20 feet long and bright orange. Its name was Ran.



The scientists programmed Ran to travel back and forth beneath the shelf in neat rows, like a lawn mower, collecting data by pulsing the ice with sound waves. But the researchers couldn't talk with Ran while it was under the ice. And Ran couldn't use GPS to figure out where it was going. It had to navigate by dead reckoning, with the help of onboard motion sensors.



That made for plenty of heart-in-throat tension each time the scientists slid Ran into the water, Dr. Wahlin said. The shortest missions the robot completed beneath Dotson lasted four to five hours. The longest, 28 hours. "Just waiting, without any signs of life," Dr. Wahlin said.



By the end of the scientists' monthlong expedition, Ran had completed 14 undersea missions, but only about half of them were completely successful. The data it came back with covered 50 square miles of ice.



Another source of suspense: The scientists were far from sure what the robot would even find. The bottom of the ice shelf could have turned out to be flat and featureless, which would have been a letdown, Dr. Wahlin said. "So we were happy to see structures," she said.



The structures were far more complex than anyone had expected, said Peter Davis, an oceanographer with the British Antarctic Survey who also contributed to the study. "It looks like a beach after the tide's gone out," he said.



In the past, scientists generally assumed that the melting process smoothed out the topography of underwater ice, Dr. Davis said. Now it's becoming clear that these features and indentations can persist. Understanding how they affect overall melting in response to ocean warming and other changes will require further study, he said.




A top level view, taken by the researchers from a helicopter survey, of a crack along the front of the Dotson Ice Shelf.




Earlier this year, Dr. Wahlin and her colleagues brought Ran back to Dotson. They wanted to repeat their surveys from 2022 and see how the ice had changed. But after one of its dives, Ran never showed up at its rendezvous point. The robot was lost.



Dr. Wahlin has two main theories about what happened. One is that Ran crashed in the grounding zone, the area hundreds of feet underwater where the ice shelf meets the bedrock. The other is that it had a fateful encounter with a curious seal.



The scientists spotted several seals living in a fracture in Dotson's ice, Dr. Wahlin said. One of them could have started circling Ran underwater, causing it to become disoriented.



Scientists hope to have robots monitoring Antarctic ice more regularly, said David Holland, a professor of mathematics and ocean science at New York University who contributed to the research at Dotson. Only with more and better data could we forecast sea-level rise as precisely as we forecast the weather, Dr. Holland said.



"We're not there yet," he said. "It's not going to happen unless we push it."
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Iceland Braces for Another Volcanic Blast. Should We Worry?



The Icelandic Meteorological Office has warned of an eruption "in the coming days."




The Sundhnukur volcano erupting on the Reykjanes Peninsula near Grindavik, Iceland, in June. The volcano, which has erupted five times since December, has forced the evacuation of the fishing village of Grindavik as well as the nearby Blue Lagoon geothermal spa.




By Sarah Hurtes


Jul 31, 2024


Volcanoes have always fascinated us. Once revered as the abodes of the gods, some bring forth diamonds from the depths of the earth. But they also spit lava, shake the earth, unleash towering walls of water and repaint the world's skies. And these days, Iceland's volcanoes are erupting more than usual.



The Icelandic Meteorological Office on Tuesday 
issued a warning
, bracing the country for an imminent eruption "in the coming days." This would be the eighth eruption 
since March 2021
, which includes the awakening of a rugged, volcanic region in its southwestern parts that had been dormant for eight centuries.



"We're going through a volcanic crisis," said Matthew J. Roberts, the managing director of the Icelandic Meteorological Office. "This is perhaps the most intense period of volcanic activity affecting an urban environment at the moment." Officials are now further restricting access to the likely eruption site, he said.



The latest episode began on May 29, when a volcano in southwestern Iceland 
erupted
 for the fourth time since December. More people had to move from Grindavik, a fishing town of 4,000 that has largely been abandoned since January after lava and earthquakes from previous eruptions split the town in two.



But how normal are these eruptions? Will it get worse? And could it affect summer air travel in Europe? The New York Times spoke to several experts to provide answers.




Cooled lava encroaching on the outskirts of Grindavik after residents evacuated in May. There have been a series of eruptions in the country's Reykjanes Peninsula since last autumn, causing extensive damage and the displacement of residents.




How normal are eruptions like this?



Volcanoes usually rest for centuries. The current activity in Iceland is a rare geological event, one that has been gradually transforming the nation's landscape and daily life.



"This is a totally unparalleled and unexpected event," Dr. Roberts said. "To think that this would happen in my human lifetime, it is remarkable."



The earliest records of volcanic activity in Iceland date back to the time of its settlement by Norse explorers in the late ninth century. More recently, 
in 2010, the eruption of a volcano
 in southern Iceland became globally famous for its ash cloud, which disrupted air travel across Europe for several weeks.



On average, Iceland experiences some kind of volcanic activity approximately every three to four years. At the moment, a volcanic eruption is occurring almost every month.



While exceptional, it is also normal.



"It's not unusual to have an eruption where it's now happening," said Christopher Kilburn, a professor of volcanology at the University College London. "It's just been a long time since it last happened. But in the grand scheme of the evolution of the country, it's within normal behavior."



And to put things in an even broader perspective, there is no evidence of an increase in volcanic activity at the global scale. Seventy to 80 volcanoes erupt every year, and typically, around 20 volcanoes erupt at any one time. This year is on track.



"Iceland has eruptions. It's a volcanic area," said Ed Venzke, who manages the Smithsonian Institution's Global Volcanism Program database. "One gets active, one shuts down, another picks up, there are some lava flows, fire fountains, there's explosions, and it just keeps doing that."




Lava from a volcanic eruption blocked a road near the famous Blue Lagoon, north of Grindavik, Iceland, in February.




Are the latest eruptions signs that things are about to get worse?



A new volcanic zone in Iceland opened in 2021, and it is expected to keep producing small magma eruptions every few months for years, potentially even decades.



"This is a bit of a challenge because you can imagine that 800 years ago, no people were living in that portion of Iceland," said Luca Caricchi, a geoscientist studying volcanoes at the University of Geneva in Switzerland. "Now, there's a community. And the record shows that these eruptions can continue for tens of years or centuries."



Eruptions can pose local risks, but experts doubt there will be widespread impact.



"We're able to forecast eruptions with considerable accuracy," Dr. Roberts said. "And we see they're only hazardous locally. They don't pose a problem to the rest of the country."



Professor Kilburn said, "It's not going to be a Hollywood wiping-out-the-planet scenario."



Check these official resources for the latest.



Many countries have meteorological national centers that monitor volcanic activity. In Iceland, it's the 
Icelandic Meteorological Office
. 
Visit Iceland
 is also a good source.



The Smithsonian Institution's Global Volcanism Program explains the 
world's latest eruptions
 and has pages for individual volcanoes, with their individual 
reports
, 
photos
, 
eruption history
 and more.



There are also nine volcanic ash advisory centers across the planet, each planning for a certain segment of air space. These centers guide how and where to avoid volcanic ash, ensuring pilots and planes can continue flying without problems.



A spokesperson from the 
London VAAC
, responsible for the northeast Atlantic and Scandinavia, said Iceland hadn't produced significant volcanic ash, sufficient enough to affect air travel, since 2011.



The last time a volcano affected air travel on a global scale was in April 2010, when the Eyjafjallajokull volcano in Iceland erupted. An eruption of Grimsvotn in May 2011 caused some limited disruption to flights.



At the time, the guidance used worldwide by the International Civil Aviation Organization was: "In the case of volcanic ash, regardless of ash concentration -- avoid, avoid, avoid."
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News Analysis



Back-to-Back Assassinations in Middle East Scramble Biden's Hopes for Peace



President Biden had anticipated using his remaining time in office to finally bring an end to the war in Gaza. But that was Monday.




A young Hamas supporter carrying a flag to pay tribute to Ismail Haniyeh, the organization's political leader, who was killed in Iran on Wednesday. 




By Peter Baker


Jul 31, 2024


The White House declared earlier this week that fears of an all-out war in the Middle East were "exaggerated." But that was Monday. By Wednesday, it was not quite so clear.



In the volatile, anything-can-happen-at-any-time Middle East, a lot can change in 48 hours. For President Biden, the back-to-back assassinations of 
a Hezbollah commander in Lebanon
 and the 
political leader of Hamas in Iran
 have once again scrambled the geopolitical equation and revised the risk assessment.



Now a grudging lame-duck without an election campaign of his own to run, Mr. Biden had hoped to use his remaining time in office to finally bring an end to the war in Gaza and perhaps even reach a paradigm-shifting deal with Saudi Arabia and Israel that would transform the region. Neither goal was made any easier by the targeted killings of the past couple days, at least not in the short term.



But Mr. Biden's team vowed on Wednesday not to give up. A team of American negotiators in Rome continued to pursue a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas while another team of American envoys met officials in Saudi Arabia to discuss regional tensions. U.S. officials anticipate that Hezbollah and Iran may attack Israel in response to the two assassinations, but they hope to 
keep the spiral of violence from escalating
 beyond limited strikes and to salvage the cease-fire talks after the dust settles.




Palestinians returning to Bani Suhayla in the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. A team of American negotiators in Rome continued to pursue a cease-fire deal between Israel and Hamas.




"These reports over the last 24, 48 hours, certainly don't help with the temperature going down, I'm not going to be Pollyannaish about it," said John F. Kirby, a national security spokesman for the White House. "We're obviously concerned about escalation," he added, even while pursuing a cease-fire. "When you have events, dramatic events, violent events, caused by whatever actors, it certainly doesn't make the task of achieving that outcome any easier." But, he said, "we still believe there's a viable process."



Biden administration officials said they were not informed in advance of the operation targeting 
Ismail Haniyeh
, the political leader of Hamas based in Qatar, who was killed in an Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps guesthouse in Tehran where he was staying after attending the inauguration of 
President Masoud Pezeshkian of Iran
.



Top Pentagon and military officials were stunned by the assassination, particularly the decision to order it in the Iranian capital, a move that makes it harder for Iran not to retaliate. But one senior U.S. military officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic matters, said that while Iran must be embarrassed by the extraordinary security lapse, it may also be fearful of engaging in a full-scale war with Israel.



The assassination of Mr. Haniyeh came less than a day after 
a strike
 in a suburb of Beirut killed 
Fuad Shukr
, a Hezbollah commander, in retaliation for an attack over the weekend in an Israeli-controlled town that 
killed 12 children and teenagers
. Israel publicly claimed responsibility for the Hezbollah attack while not confirming its involvement in the killing of Mr. Haniyeh, although U.S. officials privately acknowledged that it had been carried out by the Israelis.



"Conventional wisdom last week was that a hostage deal was likely and a war in the north was not," said Michael Koplow, chief policy officer for the Israel Policy Forum, a research and educational group that favors a two-state solution. "All of this just demonstrates for the umpteenth time how unpredictable events are and how quickly assessments go out the window."




"We're obviously concerned about escalation," John F. Kirby, a national security spokesman for the White House, said after the assassinations. But, he said, "we still believe there's a viable process" for working toward a cease-fire.




Mr. Koplow, 
writing on social media
, said Israel had no choice but to take any opportunity that presented itself to kill Mr. Haniyeh, whose Hamas organization killed 1,200 in the Oct. 7 attack on Israel. "The mistake here isn't killing Haniyeh," he said, "but having missed opportunities for a hostage deal, which now becomes even more unlikely."



Mr. Haniyeh was among the Hamas negotiators in the cease-fire talks, but the major decision maker has been 
Yahya Sinwar
, the group's commander believed to be hiding in Gaza. He and Mr. Haniyeh were seen as antagonists within Hamas and so Mr. Sinwar may not be mourning all that much, analysts said, but he still may feel compelled to resist a deal in the immediate future.



"What was already a convoluted negotiation and decision-making process among Hamas leaders abroad and in Gaza will now be that much more complicated," said Natan Sachs, the director of the Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution. "It still remains the key to the Biden administration's broader hopes to stabilize the situation, and as such will likely remain a central goal, despite the longer odds."



Indeed, administration officials noted that the cease-fire negotiations had continued despite previous Israeli strikes against Hamas commanders, including one targeting 
Muhammad Deif
, the shadowy leader of Hamas's military wing, just two and a half weeks ago.



Robert Satloff, executive director of the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, said such assassinations are actually in keeping the Biden administration's pressure on Israel to favor targeted strikes against Hamas leaders instead of wide-scale military operations that inflict civilian casualties.



"In a certain way, this is exactly what the U.S. has been urging Israel to do," he said. "That's one reason why you're not hearing too many people in the administration being critical of this."



And while it may unsettle the talks, Mr. Satloff argued that it could make it easier for Mr. Netanyahu to make an agreement halting the war. "Maybe this is too hopeful a way to look at it, but if I wanted to close the cease-fire deal, this is exactly what I would want to do," he said. "I would want to burnish my credentials as a tough son of a bitch."




A picture of Mr. Haniyeh at the Bourj el Barajneh camp in Beirut on Wednesday.




"It certainly does now give him more room to maneuver on that front," Mr. Satloff added. "The question now is will the other side let him play this game or will they escalate. I'm not so sure that Sinwar is upset that Haniyeh is pushing up daisies. They were rivals, they did not see eye to eye. They may do some stuff but I'm not sure this is going to change Sinwar's calculus."



Mr. Biden has been intent on avoiding a regional war since the Oct. 7 attack and 
managed to avert one in April
 after Iran fired about 300 missiles and drones against Israel in retaliation for its assassination of an Iranian commander. U.S. forces helped ensure that nearly all of the missiles and drones were intercepted and Mr. Biden encouraged Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to leave it at that. "Take the win," Mr. Biden told him.



Now Mr. Biden faces another escalation scenario, even as he passes the baton to Vice President Kamala Harris to become the Democratic presidential nominee.



"The last thing the Biden administration or the putative Democratic nominee needs right now, with an election less than 100 days away, is getting sucked into or failing to manage a major and messy regional escalation," said Aaron David Miller, a former Middle East peace negotiator now at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.



"It will be difficult, if not impossible, for Biden to shape, let alone control, Iranian or Hezbollah responses," Mr. Miller added. "Assuming neither wants a full-scale war, Biden might have more success in influencing Israeli reaction once Iran and Hezbollah respond."



Eric Schmitt
 contributed reporting.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/us/politics/assassinations-middle-east-biden.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Ismail Haniyeh, a Top Hamas Leader, Is Dead at 62



Mr. Haniyeh, the militant group's exiled political chief, was Hamas's top negotiator in cease-fire talks to end the nearly 10-month-old war in Gaza.




Ismail Haniyeh, a senior Hamas leader, was in Tehran on Tuesday for the inauguration ceremony of Iran's new president.




By Ephrat Livni and Raja Abdulrahim


Jul 31, 2024


Ismail Haniyeh, a top Hamas leader who led the Palestinian militant group's political office from Doha, Qatar, was killed while visiting Iran on Wednesday. He was 62.



Mr. Haniyeh, originally from the Shati refugee camp in northern Gaza, had long played a central role in Hamas, helping lead the group through multiple wars with Israel and through elections. More recently, he managed high-stakes negotiations and diplomacy for Hamas, including the continuing indirect cease-fire talks, mediated by Egypt, Qatar and the United States, with Israel to end the war in Gaza.



He survived one assassination attempt in 2003, when Israel targeted him and his mentor, the spiritual leader and founder of Hamas, 
Sheik Ahmed Yassin
. The Israeli military assassinated Mr. Yassin the next year.



"You don't have to cry," Mr. Haniyeh told a crowd gathered outside Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City at the time. "You have to be steadfast, and you have to be ready for revenge."




Mr. Haniyeh with Sheik Ahmed Yassin in Gaza City in June 2003.




Mr. Haniyeh was killed on Wednesday in the Iranian capital, Tehran, where he was attending the inauguration of 
Iran's new president, Masoud Pezeshkian
. He was there along with other senior members of Iran's "axis of resistance" -- allied forces that include Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen.



He was killed hours after meeting with Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on Tuesday. 



Mr. Haniyeh was born in 1962, in the Shati refugee camp north of Gaza City, to Palestinian parents who in 1948 had been displaced from their home in what is now the Israeli city of Ashkelon. He studied Arabic literature at the Islamic University of Gaza.



In 1988, he was among Hamas's founding members. He was arrested by the Israeli military and served several sentences in Israeli prisons in the 1980s and 1990s.



He once served as personal secretary to Mr. Yassin, who aided Mr. Haniyeh's ascent to power in Gaza, and in 2006 he became the leader of Hamas in the territory. That same year, Mr. Haniyeh briefly served as prime minister of a Palestinian unity government with other factions. But it was dissolved after months of tension that included armed conflict between the groups.




Mr. Haniyeh in Rafah, in southern Gaza, in May 2006.




Mr. Haniyeh moved to Qatar in 2017, when 
he was named the Hamas political leader
. Inside Gaza, he was succeeded by Yahya Sinwar, who is considered one of the chief architects of the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel. At the time of his move, Hamas was trying to soften its public image as it jockeyed for influence among Palestinians and internationally.



In April, three of Mr. Haniyeh's sons 
were killed in an Israeli strike near Gaza City
. Israel identified the three adult sons as Amir, Mohammad and Hazem Haniyeh and said that all three were Hamas military operatives.



In June, Hamas said that 
Mr. Haniyeh's sister and her family were killed in a strike
 by the Israeli military on the family home in Gaza.



Mr. Haniyeh was defiant in the face of the loss, a running theme in his life.



"We shall not give in, no matter the sacrifices," he said at the time.



Living in exile, Mr. Haniyeh shuttled regularly between Qatar and Turkey. It is unclear how much control he and the other exiled Hamas political leaders exercised over the group's leaders in Gaza and its military wing, which carried out the Oct. 7 attacks.



The Hamas political leaders in exile often said they could not agree to any cease-fire terms without the approval of the leadership inside Gaza.



In May, the prosecutor for the International Criminal Court said he would seek an 
arrest warrant
 for Mr. Haniyeh, along with two other Hamas leaders and two Israeli leaders.



Karim Khan, the prosecutor, said he had "reasonable grounds to believe" that Mr. Haniyeh and the other Hamas leaders were responsible for "war crimes and crimes against humanity" -- including "the killing of hundreds of Israeli civilians in attacks perpetrated by Hamas."



In one of his last interviews, Mr. Haniyeh spoke to a Palestinian news agency as he toured a theme park exhibition in Tehran of replicas of landmarks from "axis of resistance" nations.



As he stood in front of a replica of the Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, he said: "We were filled with great pride and honor as we roamed the land of civilizations, moving from one country to another and from one state to another, with Jerusalem at its heart, the axis of the conflict with the Zionist project."



Farnaz Fassihi
 contributed reporting.
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U.K. Police Officers Injured in Far-Right Riot After Deadly Stabbing



A day after an attacker with a knife killed three girls in Southport, northwestern England, violence driven in part by disinformation erupted in the town.




Riot police officers holding back protesters in Southport, England, on Tuesday.




By Megan Specia


Jul 31, 2024


Almost 40 police officers were injured in the northwestern English town of Southport on Tuesday evening after a day of mourning for 
children killed in a stabbing attack
 was disrupted by far-right protesters.



A large group that the police say included supporters of the English Defence League, a far-right extremist organization, began attacking a mosque in Southport on Tuesday evening, according to 
a statement from the Merseyside Police Service
, which covers the region.



Officials said that the targeting of the mosque and the ensuing riot appeared to be linked to online disinformation about the stabbing on Monday, when an attacker killed three children and injured eight other children and two adults at a dance class in Southport.



The police on Monday arrested a 17-year-old who was born in Cardiff, Wales, on suspicion of murder and attempted murder. In line with British law regarding minors, the police did not identify the suspect, and subsequently they warned that a name being circulated on social media was incorrect.



Alex Goss, the assistant chief constable of the Merseyside police, said on Tuesday night, "There has been much speculation and hypothesis around the status of a 17-year-old male who is currently in police custody and some individuals are using this to bring violence and disorder to our streets."



He added, "We have already said that the person arrested was born in the U.K. and speculation helps nobody at this time."



Many of those involved in the unrest, he noted, "do not live in the Merseyside area or care about the people of Merseyside."



The outbreak of violence, in which rioters set police cars on fire, destroyed vehicles belonging to locals, threw bricks at the mosque and damaged a convenience store, was deeply distressing for a community still grappling with the raw emotions after Monday's attack.



 The police have said that they are still 
investigating the motive for the attack
, but said it was "not being treated as terrorist-related."



In a statement on Tuesday night, the British prime minister, Keir Starmer, condemned the rioting and vowed to hold those who took part accountable.



"Those who have hijacked the vigil for the victims with violence and thuggery have insulted the community as it grieves," Mr. Starmer wrote in a statement. "They will feel the full force of the law."



The North West Ambulance Service, which covers the region, said that 39 patients, all of whom were police officers, had been treated for injuries. Twenty-seven of those officers had to be taken to the hospital. 



The violence began shortly after thousands had gathered in the town for a vigil to honor the victims of the attack, with many crowding a central square grasping bouquets of flowers and teddy bears.



A flood of disinformation online about the perpetrator of the attack was amplified by far-right influencers, including Tommy Robinson, 
an anti-Islam agitator
 and founder of the English Defense League, and Andrew Tate, 
another extremist online personality
.



Merseyside Police later said that 22 of its officers had been injured and that eight had sustained serious injuries including fractures, lacerations, a suspected broken nose and a concussion.



Others had head injuries, facial injuries and one was knocked unconscious, 
the force said.



The violence occurred a short walk from where the initial stabbings took place on Monday. As the evening light turned to darkness on Tuesday, smoke from the riot drifted over the makeshift memorial that had sprung up, the acrid black fumes visible on the horizon over the piles of flowers.



Mr. Goss of the Merseyside Police said that a number of off-duty police officers had been called in to support their colleagues, and he applauded their dedication while criticizing those who took part in the disorder.



"This is no way to treat a community," he said, "least of all a community that is still reeling from the events of Monday."
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Scotland Yard Will Review Email Deletions in News Corp Hacking Scandal



A preliminary inquiry threatens to reopen a tumultuous chapter in U.K. news media history. It could entangle The Washington Post's publisher and other former News Corp figures.




The phone-hacking scandal toppled the best-selling News of the World tabloid owned by Rupert Murdoch, center, and led to criminal charges and years of civil lawsuits. Will Lewis is second from right.




By Jo Becker and Benjamin Mullin


Jul 31, 2024


Scotland Yard has opened a preliminary inquiry into the deletion of tens of millions of emails during the British phone-hacking scandal that rocked Rupert Murdoch's news media empire more than a dozen years ago.



The development could entangle current and former News Corp executives, including the chief executive of The Washington Post, in an inquiry into whether the deletions were aimed at obstructing justice.



The inquiry threatens to reopen a tumultuous chapter in British news media and political history. For years, journalists and private investigators landed scoops by surreptitiously obtaining the voice mail and phone and bank records of celebrities, business leaders, politicians and others.



The scandal toppled Mr. Murdoch's best-selling tabloid newspaper, News of the World, and led to criminal charges and years of civil lawsuits. Many hacking victims have argued for years that Mr. Murdoch's British company, News UK, improperly purged emails to limit the fallout. The company adamantly denies that.



Former Prime Minister Gordon Brown, who had been the target of hacking and other surreptitious reporting methods, called for a fresh investigation this year. He cited civil litigation by 
Prince Harry
 and other phone hacking victims that unearthed fresh evidence about the destruction of some 30 million company emails.




A protester wearing a mask of James Murdoch demonstrated outside court in London in April 2012.




Mark Rowley, the commissioner of Scotland Yard, responded recently to Mr. Brown, saying the case would be reviewed by the Special Enquiry Team, which specializes in sensitive matters involving high-profile subjects.



"The issues you raise are complex and will take time to consider against investigations that have already taken place," Mr. Rowley wrote, according to a copy of the letter obtained by The New York Times.



The letter, dated June 19, did not make clear the scope of the inquiry or name subjects of interest. It said that Scotland Yard hoped to determine by the end of July what to do next. A police spokesman told The Times on Wednesday that it was still assessing the matter.



Mr. Brown has specifically asked the police to examine the role played by Will Lewis, who helped manage fallout from the scandal for Mr. Murdoch 13 years ago. 
Mr. Lewis was named
 publisher and chief executive of The Washington Post last year.



Mr. Lewis and The Post had no comment. Mr. Lewis previously told The Times that "any allegations of wrongdoing are untrue."



A spokeswoman for News UK said in a statement that the allegations raised by Mr. Brown "are not new and have formed part of the civil litigation for many years," adding that the former prime minister does not have access to materials the company submitted to the court in its defense.




The inquiry could entangle current and former News Corp executives.




It also noted that in 2015, the Crown Prosecution Service determined there was no evidence that warranted bringing charges against the company in relation to its email deletions.



The company has said that it deleted emails not to conceal evidence, but to upgrade a balky computer system.



The Guardian initially 
reported
 on Scotland Yard's decision to begin the preliminary inquiry.



A confluence of events on both sides of the Atlantic have brought fresh attention to the decade-old scandal. First, Mr. Lewis's name surfaced in one of the lawsuits. Records show that in 2011 he personally gave the "green light" to delete millions of emails after Scotland Yard opened a wide-ranging investigation into phone hacking and put the company on notice to preserve all relevant evidence.



Mr. Lewis, meanwhile, was overhauling The Post's newsroom and privately 
clashed
 with Sally Buzbee, then the paper's executive editor, over her decision to cover the court case. Ms. Buzbee ultimately quit, and news of the disagreement spilled out.



Investigations followed in The Times and then The Post. The Times 
revealed
 in June that Scotland Yard detectives came to view Mr. Lewis as an impediment to their investigation.



Mr. Lewis told the authorities that the company had removed some emails after receiving an unsubstantiated tip that Mr. Brown was plotting with allies to steal emails of a top company executive, according to police records.



In 
an opinion piece
 published in The Guardian on Wednesday, Mr. Brown said he "recently discovered how Lewis attempted to accuse me of a crime I did not commit."



The spokeswoman for News UK countered that Mr. Brown was trying to persuade Scotland Yard to "take sides in a public debate in relation to media accountability."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/business/media/scotland-yard-email-news-corp-hacking.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Venezuelan Election Denounced by International Monitoring Group



The Carter Center, a leading pro-democracy organization, says Venezuela's election violated the country's own laws and was undemocratic.




Lining up to vote on Sunday in Caracas, Venezuela's capital.




By Frances Robles


Jul 31, 2024


The only independent observer monitoring the polls in Venezuela said that Sunday's vote for president did not meet international standards and was undemocratic, raising more questions about the legitimacy of the results.



The mission, led by the Carter Center, a pro-democracy organization, said late Tuesday that the election violated Venezuela's own laws and the government's failure to release a vote count was a "serious breach of electoral principles.''



The group joined the United States and many other countries that have said Venezuela's election was marred by irregularities. At least 16 people have been killed in protests that erupted after election officials declared the country's autocratic leader, President Nicolas Maduro, the winner.



The condemnation by the Carter Center, which was the lone independent election monitor the government allowed into Venezuela ahead of the vote, came hours after opposition leaders announced updated election results showing Mr. Maduro received less than a third of votes cast.



Venezuelans went to the polls Sunday to choose between Mr. Maduro, who has been in power since 2013, and Edmundo Gonzalez, a former diplomat who served as a stand-in for Maria Corina Machado, a more popular opposition leader who had been barred by the government from running.



Ms. Machado released data showing that with more than 81 percent of the machines counted, Mr. Gonzalez received 67 percent of the vote, compared to 30 percent for Mr. Maduro. The opposition's calculations came from voting machine tallies provided to election observers, she said.



The country's election authority, which is run by an ally of Mr. Maduro, said that Mr. Maduro received 51 percent of the vote, and Mr. Gonzalez 44 percent. But the elections council has yet to provide voting data, and critics say the body essentially expected that the nation would take its word that Mr. Maduro was re-elected to another six years in office.




Election workers closing a polling center on Sunday in Petare, Venezuela.




The Carter Center, which is based in Atlanta and was founded by former President Jimmy Carter, has observed more than 100 elections around the world and sent a delegation of 17 people to Venezuela. They met with the elections council, the candidates, political parties, the armed forces and other interested groups.



The organization waited until its team had flown out of the country before making any public declarations.



The Venezuelan election "cannot be considered democratic," the Carter Center said in a statement on Tuesday. "The Carter Center cannot verify or corroborate the results of the election declared by the National Electoral Council (CNE), and the electoral authority's failure to announce disaggregated results by polling station constitutes a serious breach of electoral principles."



The Carter Center's statement is noteworthy because in the past Mr. Maduro has often cited the number of observers present to prove that elections were fair.



Jose Ignacio Hernandez, a senior associate at the Center for Strategic International Studies, said the statement could divide the leadership of the Maduro regime.



"Maduro will dismiss the report," Mr. Hernandez said, "but Maduro invited the Carter Center and the defense minister had praised the labor of the Carter Center."




Antigovernment protesters in Caracas on Monday.




Jose R. Cardenas, a former Bush administration official who follows Venezuela closely, said the statement was important, because the Carter Center had defended Venezuela's electoral system after a 2004 referendum failed to oust Hugo Chavez,
Mr. Maduro's predecessor as president and his longtime mentor.



"They have now done a 180," Mr. Cardenas said.



While there were other election observers in Venezuela, they are friendly to Mr. Maduro and not considered impartial.



The United Nations sent a panel of experts to Venezuela, but it was not an official observation mission. The panel will draft a report that will not be made public until it is delivered to the U.N. secretary general, an agency spokeswoman said.



The Carter Center's report came after human rights groups, government officials and family members of victims said that 16 people, including one soldier, had died amid protests. Criminal Forum, a human rights organization in Caracas, tallied 11 deaths, but The New York Times identified at least four more cases at a Caracas morgue.



"They are young people who were simply protesting,'' said Alfredo Romero, president of Criminal Forum. "That in a single day there have been 11 murders in demonstrations is definitely an alarming figure."



On Wednesday, opposition leaders said security forces had surrounded the Argentine Embassy, where several of Ms. Machado's campaign employees with arrest warrants against them have been holed up for months.



The Venezuelan government has threatened to arrest opposition leaders after accusing them of inciting violence. Jorge Rodriguez, Mr. Maduro's campaign chief and the national assembly leader said he hoped that Ms. Machado and Mr. Gonzalez would be arrested soon.



"I am not only referring to Maria Corina Machado, who has to go to jail," Mr. Rodriguez said on Tuesday. "I am referring to Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, because he is the head of the fascist conspiracy that they are trying to impose in Venezuela."



The attorney general's office in Venezuela did not respond to a request for comment about whether any criminal charges were being pursued.



Genevieve Glatsky
 contributed reporting from Bogota, Colombia.
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 Venezuela's Election Was Deeply Flawed. Here's How.



From voter intimidation to refusing to provide paper tallies to verify the result claimed by the government, the election was riddled with problems.




Poll workers during the election on Sunday in Caracas, Venezuela's capital.




By Genevieve Glatsky


Jul 31, 2024


It had already been clear for months that Venezuela's presidential election on Sunday, would not be free or fair, as the government jailed opposition leaders or disqualified them from running for office.



But as the day progressed it became all the more evident just how flawed the country's democratic process had become and why the victory claim by the country's autocratic leader, President Nicolas Maduro, has provoked such fury.




A skirmish between pro-government supporters and opposition election observers in Caracas on Sunday.




Voter intimidation



Across the country citizens, local reporters and journalists for The New York Times observed instances of voter intimidation.



In the early morning about 15 men in unmarked black jackets temporarily blocked access to one voting center in the capital, Caracas, a Times journalist observed. One volunteer vote monitor was punched.



The crowd eventually started demanding the right to vote and the long line started moving inside, more than an hour and a half after voting was officially supposed to start.



In the eastern city of Maturin, woman was hit by a bullet when men on motorcycles drove by a line of people waiting to vote, according to a former lawmaker, Maria Gabriela Hernandez, who was at the scene.



And in another polling place in the northern city of Cumana, roughly 50 armed police officers and national guardsmen formed a long line outside, wearing helmets and body armor, in what appeared to be a show of power to anyone considering voting against the government.



In the nearby city of Carupano, citizens and local journalists said that government security forces had tried to remove a vote monitor allied with the opposition and replace the person with a different monitor who had not been authorized by the country's electoral authority.




Voters checking for their names on election rolls outside a polling station in the early hours of Sunday.




Changing some voting stations



About 17,000 Venezuelans saw their voting stations changed at the last minute according to Carlos Medina, who helps direct the Venezuelan Electoral Observatory, an independent group.



That was the case for many voters in Maracaibo, Venezuela's second largest city.



Sonia Gomez, 65, said she had checked the election council website on Saturday to verify her polling station. But when she arrived on Sunday, election workers told her she was registered somewhere else.



"They moved us older people because they know we don't have that much energy," she said, "but I'm going to look for someone to take me to vote."



Five people in Cumana said a new, unofficial voting station had been installed in a community center. A journalist working for The New York Times who tried to enter the site was stopped by government supporters.




Opposition supporters protesting outside a polling station that was kept open after the closing deadline on Sunday.




Keeping other polling places open late



Some stations stayed open beyond the scheduled end of the vote, giving members of Mr. Maduro's party a chance to round up voters who had yet to cast their ballots.



"The opposition vote is more spontaneous, it arrives by its own means," Mr. Medina said. "On the other hand, the pro-government vote has behind it a machinery that mobilizes the vote."



"So they left the centers open longer,'' he added, "which allows the machinery to have more time to continue doing the work of searching and mobilizing the vote in favor of the ruling party."




An opposition supporter with a list of recorded votes during a rally on Tuesday in Caracas.




Withholding paper tallies



There are two vote counts in Venezuela, a digital tally received by the country's election authority -- which is led by an ally of Mr. Maduro -- and a paper count printed by each voting machine at polling places.



The opposition invested heavily in an effort to have supporters present at each voting station to obtain a physical printout of the voting tally from every voting machine after the polls closed.



That access is required by Venezuelan election law, and the paper counts are typically the way that everyday citizens can verify that the digital count is correct.



But officials at some polling places refused to release the printouts to election monitors.



This was the case at one of the largest voting stations in Caracas, the Rafael Napoleon Baute school in Petare, where about 15,000 people were registered to vote.



In Maracaibo, local leaders said they had not been able to get the paper counts for all the voting centers in the region. At one school, Colegio Gonzaga, citizens protested outside, calling on the electoral officials to turn over the voting receipts.



Without all the paper counts, the country was left without a way to verify the result announced by the ruling party.




An opposition protest on Monday over the disputed election results.




Not publishing a full vote count



Shortly after midnight early Monday morning the country's electoral authority announced that Mr. Maduro had received 51.2 percent of the vote, while the main opposition candidate, Edmundo Gonzalez, had received 44.2 percent, with 80 percent of voting stations counted.



But the government did not release a full vote count, and its figures did not appear to match statistical estimates based on partial counts gathered by opposition poll watchers and other data that showed the president losing by a wide margin. As of Wednesday, the government had still not provided a full vote count.



The results were immediately called into question by the opposition and by the United States and other countries around the world, including several leftist Latin American governments.



"One of the main guarantees of our automated voting system is accountability, and accountability requires that the election results be published table by table to be able to verify the result," said Mr. Medina. "Otherwise it is an act of faith, to believe in one number or another."



If the country's electoral authority does not reveal the results for every voting machine,'' he added, "it would be implicitly saying that it cannot support the numbers."
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'Earthalujah!': A Rebel 'Pastor' Preaches for the Planet



As part of its crusade against consumerism, an unorthodox New York church urges action to preserve the Earth.




"Reverend" Billy Talen delivered a sermon with his Stop Shopping Choir at the Earth Church in Manhattan earlier this month.




By Cara Buckley


Jul 31, 2024


The preacher stood wild-eyed before his flock, swaying to a gospel choir. His pompadour stood tall, his voice was thunderous, and his all white suit perfectly matched the heeled white loafers he was wearing on his feet.



Behind them hung a 14-foot high photo of Earth, the very reason this preacher, choir and congregants had gathered in a converted storefront in Manhattan's East Village one Sunday in July.



This was Earthchxrch, also known as Earth Church, the latest iteration in the ever evolving mash-up of performance art, satire, protest and song from Reverend Billy Talen, a self-anointed preacher and ersatz clergyman, and the Stop Shopping Choir.



"We're all aware at some level in our bodies that the Earth is off the charts," Mr. Talen intoned to the 70 or so people there. "We are living inside of the time right now that they have been warning us about."



Mr. Talen went on to sermonize about things not generally heard from pulpits. About mounting warnings from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the scientific body created by the United Nations. About record high temperatures, melting ice sheets and skyrocketing concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. About torrential downpours intensified by heat that seemed less like rain, and more like midair waterfalls.



Outside, New York City was baking. The temperature was 91 degrees Fahrenheit but felt like 106. A block away, down East Third Street, kids were dancing in the spray of an opened fire hydrant. Inside the storefront space, which used to house a bank, a sclerotic air-conditioning system was losing its battle with the heat. The air felt as hot as breath.



"This proto apocalypse that we're living through, it's moving so fast and changing so fast that a lot of what's happening doesn't have names," Mr. Talen continued. "We're living through it but not talking about it."



Then, sensing the need for levity, he cried out, "Someone give me an Earthalujah!"



"Earthalujah!" the choir and congregants hollered back.




Members of the Stop Shopping Choir during the service, with Savitri D., who designs and directs the performances, on the far right.





The EarthChxrch's storefront in the East Village.




The service was avowedly secular, and each week loosely follows the same script. The choir sings heartfelt paeans about the Earth, and Reverend Billy delivers sermons blending alarm with playfulness and heartbreak with solace.



"I cry half the time from these songs," said Sarah Wellington, an artist and Earthchxrch regular.



At the end, people shared updates about local activist efforts and community work.



"It's a place where people can come together and deal with a sense of guilt of participating in a system that pushes us toward the brink of extinction," said the director and playwright Tony Torn, who helped Mr. Talen develop the concept of Reverend Billy decades ago.



Savitri D., Mr. Talen's longtime collaborator and wife, said one of their goals was to urge people to act in line with their values.



"Many of us are living highly compromised lives," she said. "We forget what it feels like to integrate our deeply held beliefs with action of any kind."



For the past quarter of a century, Mr. Talen and the Stop Shopping Choir have been a staple in New York's downtown arts scene, and at protests around the city and beyond. Their chief target was rampant consumerism, and in the 2000s they became the betes-noir of retail chains and malls. They called themselves the Church of Stop Shopping, which Mr. Talen has described as "an anti-consumerist communion devoted to putting the odd into God."



Backed by the choir, Mr. Talen showed up at Black Friday shopping events with a bullhorn, urging crowds to stop buying so much stuff. He staged performative exorcisms at the Disney Store, Walmart, Chase Bank, Staples and Victoria's Secret, always with comic flourish.



"Oh Victoria, we know your secret," he'd bellow. "We don't need a million catalogs a day to have our sexual fantasies." He usually stayed until the police showed up, and often left in handcuffs. At one point, Starbucks employees in Manhattan were sent an internal memo; "What should I do if Reverend Billy is in my store?" Mr. Talen, delighted, borrowed the title for his first book.




The audience gathered inside the storefront space, which was cooled on a hot day by a struggling air-conditioning system.





Members of the Stop Shopping Choir include Colista K. Turner, left, and Donald Gallagher. 




Originally from Minnesota, Mr. Talen helped found an avant-garde theater in San Francisco before moving to New York about 30 years ago. He modeled the Reverend Billy persona after street preachers that held forth along 42nd Street, and televangelists like Jimmy Swaggart. He used his sermons to target corporate retail homogeneity and lament the loss of mom-and-pop shops, and in 2000 won a special citation at the Obie awards. That year, he also met Ms. D., an artist and activist who designs and directs the performances, protests and roadshows, produced their latest album, and composes many of their songs.



"Song is the great healer," Ms. D said.



The choir is made of a rotating cast of waiters, artists, social workers, scientists, teachers and Broadway performers, including Amber Gray, a Tony-nominated actress who originated the role of Persephone in Hadestown.



"It's really a tribe I have in New York City. They're all my emergency contacts," said Ms. Gray, who has sung with the choir since 2005 and met her partner there. "It keeps me sane and literally grounded. "



After Hurricane Katrina, the choir began focusing on environmental threats. They sang to tree-sitters trying to stop the felling of ancient redwoods in California, barged into a herbicide plant in Louisiana's Cancer Alley and joined protesters of mountaintop removal mining in Appalachia.



Along the way, they drew high profile admirers, and anointed a slew of patron saints. Among them: the Amazon labor unionist Chris Smalls, the activist Bertha Lewis, Joan Baez and the writers Malachy McCourt, David Graeber and Kurt Vonnegut, who once wrote Mr. Talen a check for $100, adding, in the memo line, "God's Work." Morgan Spurlock produced a 2007 documentary about them called "What Would Jesus Buy?"



This year, Reverend Billy and the Stop Shopping Chorus opened for Neil Young & Crazy Horse's Love Earth tour. "He has a lot of good things to say and good love to spread, in an entertaining way that is so important today," Mr. Young wrote in an email.




"We're all aware at some level in our bodies that the Earth is off the charts," Mr. Talen said during the performance.





"When you open a space and it's not transactional, you actually start building community and culture around relationships and values," said Savitri D., Mr. Talen's longtime collaborator and wife.




The idea for Earthchxrch was born in the pandemic. In 2021, Mr. Talen and Ms. D launched a podcast called "Earth Riot Radio," and the next year found an empty space on Avenue C.



On weekdays, they open the doors to West African migrants, who use the space for English classes led by community volunteers. There's also a free store, where people in need can pick up clothes and household goods. The whole enterprise is paid for by donations, though Mr. Talen doesn't pass around a collection basket at Earthchxrch. It would feel awkward, he said, to urge people to stop shopping and then ask them for money.



"When you open a space and it's not transactional, you actually start building community and culture around relationships and values," Ms. D said.



On that hot Sunday in July, the folding chairs filled with Earthchxrch attendees and people began leaning against walls or sitting on the floor. Their aesthetic suggested thrift store visits: vintage dresses, sleeveless T-shirts, shorts and combat boots. Almost no one was looking at a phone.



Members of the choir filed in from a back room, wearing outfits as bright as Skittles, and, accompanied by a piano player, began singing.



"What did you do to the great outdoors, and to our children's children," they sang. "Why and what for?



Over the course of the next hour, something shifted in the room. Afterward, people met each other with smiles, laughter and hugs, and out on the sidewalk some members of the choir sang an attendee an impromptu happy birthday song.



"Music is part of all revolutions," said Francisca Benitez, a New York City-based Chilean artist who joined the choir in 2017, and sang with them that day. "We are rehearsing the world we want to live in."
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Domestic Violence Victims Reported Abuse. Caseworkers Watched Them Too.



New York parents who report abuse to protect themselves and their families often become the targets of child welfare investigators. A lawsuit is trying to change that.




A domestic violence victim who was among the many women investigated each year by New York child welfare authorities after they reported being abused.




By Andy Newman


Jul 31, 2024


"You're not accused of anything," the judge told the mother of an infant in family court in Brooklyn last summer.



The woman was the victim of domestic violence. She was in family court because she had told her therapist that her ex-boyfriend beat and slapped her and yanked her dreadlocks out in front of their 9-month-old daughter. The judge issued an order of protection barring him from the home.



But despite the mother's blamelessness, the judge also pronounced a sort of sentence on her: She and her daughter would receive "announced and unannounced visits" from the city's child welfare agency, the Administration for Children's Services, during which investigators could search their apartment, interrogate the mother and physically examine the child for signs of abuse.



Thousands of times
 a year across New York State, advocates for families say, parents -- usually women -- who have been abused by their partners are then subjected to surveillance from child welfare authorities.



It is considered child neglect for one parent to abuse the other in the presence of their children. Often, after a victim reports abuse, A.C.S. files a child neglect case against the accused parent and a judge bars that person from the home and grants the agency "supervision" over the parent who was abused.



A lawsuit filed on behalf of the Brooklyn woman in the Appellate Division of State Supreme Court in December seeks to change that. Oral arguments in the case are expected to be heard within a few months.



The suit argues that the practice amounts to "double abuse": punishing parents who have endured domestic violence by putting their families through further stress, fear and humiliation. 
A.C.S. itself acknowledges
 that visits from its caseworkers can be "inherently traumatic and intrusive."



The agency said in a statement on Friday that it has been seeking supervision of domestic abuse victims much less often since 2019, though it did not provide specific numbers.



The suit says that these supervision orders, which can last for years, violate parents' constitutional protections against unreasonable searches and their rights to due process.



"These orders are so rote, they frequently happen without anyone really talking about it," said David Shalleck-Klein, executive director of the Family Justice Law Center, an organization dedicated to preventing unnecessary family separation, which filed the suit with New York University Law School's Family Defense Clinic on behalf of the woman. She is identified only as Sharneka W. in court documents, to protect her privacy and safety.



Nearly 20 organizations from across the ideological spectrum have filed friend-of-the-court briefs supporting the suit, including a libertarian group backed by the ultraconservative Koch brothers, coalitions against domestic violence, and the American Civil Liberties Union. (The Family Justice Law Center 
filed a related suit in February
 charging that A.C.S. coerces its way into people's homes.)



One reason typically offered for requiring an abuse victim to accept A.C.S. supervision is that it is necessary to make sure the violent parent does not return.



The family court judge in Ms. W.'s case, Robert Hettleman, told her that notwithstanding the protection order, victims "sometimes change their mind and then the orders get violated, and I don't want that to happen."



But the appeal argues that such concerns do not meet the Fourth Amendment threshold for a legal search, which would require that authorities have "probable cause" to believe a child is in danger before entering a home.



"Random searches of homes where children do not live with suspected abusers do not meaningfully further the state's interest in preventing child abuse," the suit says. It adds that A.C.S. can always seek a court order to enter a home if it has specific reasons to believe that children are at risk.



Critics of the supervision orders say they discourage victims from reporting domestic violence in the first place. 



There are signs that the ground may be shifting.



Shortly after Ms. W.'s appeal was filed, a family court judge in a similar case took the unusual step of 
denying A.C.S. supervision of the mother
. He wrote that it appeared that the statute underpinning the request had been "misunderstood and misapplied in countless cases." The agency did not appeal the decision, though it did later say it disagreed with it.



In another child neglect case in February, the Family Justice Law Center moved to end A.C.S. supervision of a Manhattan family that had been subjected to over 175 home and school visits over four years. Days later, the agency dropped its neglect case against the father, ending supervision of the mother.



The woman in that case, who asked to be identified by her initials, I.M., to protect her privacy and safety, said in a court filing that A.C.S. supervision "feels like a jail cell has dropped around my family."



Supervision was imposed after she reported that her ex-boyfriend had choked and beaten her and threatened to kill her and her five children. Caseworkers made surprise visits, including late at night, and lifted her children's shirts to look for signs of abuse; one worker asked them "the same questions over and over when it appears that she did not get the answer she wanted," Ms. M. said in court papers.




A woman identified in court papers as I.M. said she was subjected to years of unnecessary visits from child welfare authorities after she reported that her ex-boyfriend had beaten her in front of their daughter.




She said her children were mercilessly teased and bullied after caseworkers came to interview them at school, to the point where she transferred all of them to different schools.



The caseworkers' reports, which contained personal information about Ms. M., were also shared with Ms. M.'s abuser, who is in jail. She complained in court papers that he "is able to keep tabs on us through A.C.S. reports submitted to this court." Three years into the case, the agency agreed to end supervision, but the lawyer for Ms. M.'s ex-boyfriend blocked the move.



In the events that led to the appellate case, Sharneka W. called the police after her ex-boyfriend hit her. But during the police visit, she was too scared to tell them he was there, according to court papers.



After the police left, Ms. W.'s ex called her a snitch and attacked her, according to court papers. Ms. W. reported the abuse to her therapist, who notified A.C.S. The agency opened a neglect case against the ex-boyfriend and obtained a supervision order against Ms. W., though it never said she had done anything wrong.



The friend-of-the-court brief filed by the Americans for Prosperity Foundation, the libertarian organization, compared the order granting supervision over Ms. W. to the "general warrants" that let British authorities inspect the homes of American colonists and helped inspire the Bill of Rights.



A.C.S. argues in its response to the appeal that it required access to Ms. W.'s home not because she herself posed a risk to her daughter but because the father might expose their child to "further acts of violence and neglect" even with a protection order in place.



The agency's searches were not unreasonable at all, it wrote, given that "the abusive authority the father exerted" had prevented Ms. W. "from telling the officers that the father was present" when the police asked about him. The agency also argues that the appeal is moot because the case has ended.



Last month, in still another case, the Family Justice Law Center sought to end supervision of a woman who had reported that her ex-boyfriend hit her, choked her and threatened her with a knife in front of their infant son. Caseworkers have searched her home at least 15 times since then.



"Every time I see the A.C.S. caseworker," the woman said in an affidavit, "it reminds me of the fear and anxiety of being abused."
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As Republicans Attack Harris on Immigration, Here's What Her Record Shows



Republicans blame Vice President Kamala Harris for the surge of migrants into the United States over the past several years. But a review of her involvement shows a more nuanced record.




Vice President Kamala Harris during a 2021 visit to El Paso, Texas, near the border with Mexico. She had previously resisted visiting the area, despite being tasked with a migration-related portfolio.




By Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Jazmine Ulloa


Jul 31, 2024


As they seek effective attack lines against Vice President Kamala Harris, Republicans are focusing on her role in the Biden administration's border and immigration policies, seeking to blame her for the surge of migrants into the United States over the past several years.



A review of her involvement in the issue shows a more nuanced record.



President Biden did not assign her the job title of "border czar" or the responsibility of overseeing the enforcement policies at the U.S.-Mexico border, as the Trump campaign suggested on Tuesday in its first ad against her. But 
she did have a prominent role
 in trying to ensure that a record surge of global migration did not become worse.



After the number of migrants crossing the southern border hit record levels at times during the administration's first three years, crossings have now dropped to their lowest levels since Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris took office.



Her early efforts at handling her role and the administration's policies were widely panned, even by some Democrats, as clumsy and counterproductive, especially in displaying defensiveness over why she had not visited the border. Some of her allies felt she had been handed a no-win portfolio.



Early in the administration, Ms. Harris was given a role that came to be defined as a combination of chief fund-raiser and conduit between business leaders and the economies of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Her attempt to convince companies across the world to invest in Central America and create jobs for would-be migrants had some success, according to immigration experts and current and former government officials.



But those successes only underlined the scale of the gulf in economic opportunity between the United States and Central America, and how policies to narrow that gulf could take years or even generations to show results.




President Biden speaking about border security in January 2023 as Ms. Harris looked on.




Rather than develop ways to turn away or detain migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border, Ms. Harris's work included encouraging a Japan-based auto parts plant, Yazaki, to build a $10 million plant in a western Guatemalan region that sees high rates of migration and pushing a Swiss-based coffee company to increase procurement by more than $100 million in a region rich with coffee beans.



She convened leaders from dozens of companies, helping to raise more than $5 billion in private and public funds.



"Not a huge amount, but it ain't chicken feed and that links to jobs," said Mark Schneider, who worked with Latin American and Caribbean nations as a senior official at the United States Agency for International Development during the Clinton administration.



Jonathan Fantini-Porter, the chief executive of the Partnership for Central America, the public-private partnership Ms. Harris helped lead, said the money had led to 30,000 jobs, with another 60,000 on the way as factories are constructed.



She also pushed Central American governments to work with the United States to create 
a program where refugees could apply for protection within the region.



Still, some of Ms. Harris's critics said her focus on the "Northern Triangle" countries of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador was a mistake.



Most migrants crossing the U.S.-Mexico border during the Obama and Trump administrations did come from those countries. But as migration from that region stabilized during the Biden administration, it exploded from countries like Haiti, Venezuela and Cuba.



The Northern Triangle countries accounted for roughly 500,700 of the 2.5 million crossings at the southwest border in the fiscal year of 2023, a 36 percent drop from the 2021 fiscal year, according to the Wilson Center.



"They didn't care to do a good diagnosis of the issue, and they have just focused on a very small part of the topic," said Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera, a political science professor at George Mason University who has studied Latin American relations and their impact on migration. Ms. Correa-Cabrera said Ms. Harris had "failed completely" in her mission by following an outdated approach to tackling the root causes of migration.




Farmers in Guatemala at a workshop funded by U.S.A.I.D. in 2021. Migration from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador stabilized during the Biden administration, even as it exploded from Cuba, Venezuela and Haiti.




Mr. Biden had a similar portfolio to Ms. Harris's when he was vice president. He was in charge of addressing the economic problems in Central America by rallying hundreds of millions of dollars of aid for a region where the United States has a complicated legacy.



After helping fuel violent civil wars in the 1980s, the United States retreated before seeing peace reforms through, a move that partly set the stage for the corrupt politicians and criminal groups who would exploit the countries' lack of economic opportunities, overwhelm regional police forces and eventually spur hundreds of thousands of migrants -- many of them unaccompanied minors -- to make the dangerous trek north.



But U.S. foreign aid initiatives have not always worked to deter migration. Over the years, some investments have been 
mismanaged and prioritized training programs
 over actual jobs that would keep would-be migrants in their home countries. Former President Donald J. Trump 
froze the foreign aid programs
 in 2019.



When Mr. Biden gave Ms. Harris the assignment to look into the root causes of migration, some of her allies worried she was being set up to fail. During her first trip to Guatemala City in 2021, she faced outrage from 
progressives and immigration advocates
 when she delivered a blunt message to migrants: "Do not come."



Republicans criticized her when she brushed aside questions about why she had not yet visited the border.



"I've never been to Europe," Ms. Harris said during an NBC News interview with Lester Holt. "I don't understand the point you're making."



Her staffers aggressively sought to distance the vice president from the rising number of crossings at the border -- a top concern for voters of both parties.



Representative Henry Cuellar, Democrat of Texas, who worked with Mr. Biden when he had the assignment as vice president, said her task was inherently connected to the record numbers of crossings at the border, even though he agreed she was not a "border czar" in charge of enforcement.




"Do not come," Ms. Harris told migrants on a visit to Guatemala City in June 2021.




"I think she was supposed to be looking at the diplomatic root issues," said Mr. Cuellar, who signed a resolution proposed by House Republicans criticizing Ms. Harris's work on migration. "But again, you can't talk about what happens in Central America without coming to the border itself. The focus is the border."



"I think she did try to distance herself from that," Mr. Cuellar added.



Ricardo Zuniga, who served as State Department's special envoy for Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador, said Ms. Harris was essential in bringing together Latin American and American business leaders to drive investment in Central America.



Less than a week into her role, Mr. Zuniga recalled, Ms. Harris sat with members of the national security team and economists from the Treasury Department. After a round of introductions, she quickly got into probing the personalities of the Latin American leaders with whom she would be interacting.



Mr. Zuniga said he later watched her put the information she had collected into practice. In Mexico City, she connected with Mexican president Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador by expressing interest in the artwork at his presidential palace.



In Guatemala, she took a much more direct approach to President Alejandro Giammattei. She 
warned him last year about attempts to disrupt
 the handover of power of the newly elected president, Bernardo Arevalo, while also pushing him to help form programs that migrants could use to apply for refuge in the United States closer to their home countries.



"She was curious and asked many questions," Mr. Zuniga said. "She very quickly realized that we weren't going to solve 500 years of problematic history in a single term."



On Tuesday, Ms. Harris tried to hit back against Mr. Trump's attacks. During a campaign rally in Georgia, she highlighted his effort to tank legislation that had bipartisan support that would have curbed illegal immigration. "Donald Trump," she said, "has been talking a big game about securing our border. But he does not walk the walk."



Hamed Aleaziz
 contributed reporting.
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Fact Check



Fact-Checking Trump's Remarks on Race



The former president falsely accused Vice President Kamala Harris of "only promoting" her Indian heritage, among other inaccurate claims. Here's a fact check.




Former President Donald J. Trump on Wednesday during his appearance at the National Association of Black Journalists Convention in Chicago.




By Linda Qiu


Aug 01, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump, in a combative appearance before the National Association of Black Journalists, repeatedly disparaged Vice President Kamala Harris and the Black women interviewing him as he made the case on Wednesday that Black voters should vote for him in November.



In a 30-minute appearance, Mr. Trump made false and exaggerated claims about Ms. Harris, overstated his role in securing funding for historically Black colleges and universities and repeated his false assertion that he did more for Black Americans than any president since Abraham Lincoln. He also rehashed several other inaccurate claims about inflation, immigration and other topics that have become staples of his public appearances.



Here's a fact check.



What Was Said



"I've known her a long time indirectly, not directly very much. And she was always of Indian heritage and she was only promoting Indian heritage. I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago, when she happened to turn Black."



False. 
Ms. Harris, the daughter of an Indian American mother and Jamaican father, has consistently identified as Black in public life and long before she entered the national stage.



Ms. Harris 
told The Washington Post in 2019
 that she had long been comfortable with her racial identity. The Post reported that during her 2010 race for attorney general of California, some members of the Indian American community in San Francisco had not known about Ms. Harris's Indian heritage, and that in public office, Ms. Harris had "tended to stress issues over her personal biography."



But Ms. Harris never hid her biracial background during various campaigns. In her 2019 autobiography, "The Truths We Hold," Ms. Harris wrote that her family instilled "pride in our South Asian roots" in her and her sister, Maya, but that "my mother understood very well that she was raising two Black daughters."



"She knew that her adopted homeland would see Maya and me as Black girls, and she was determined to make sure we would grow into confident, proud Black women," Ms. Harris wrote in the book.



Ms. Harris joined 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, a sorority for Black women
, at Howard University, a historically Black university. She was also the 
president of the Black Law Students Association
 at the University of California Hasting College of Law.



A 
1999 Los Angeles Times article
 mentioning Ms. Harris, then an assistant district attorney in San Francisco, referred to her as a "liberal African American" prosecutor, and 
a 2000 San Francisco Examiner article called Ms. Harris
 a leader in the city's Black community. She first ran for public office in 2002 for San Francisco district attorney and, when she won her race, became the state's first 
Black district attorney.



She 
appeared on a panel as an emerging leader in the Black community
 in a 2006 conference. And in a 2009 speech to a Los Angeles-area high school about Black history, Ms. Harris 
spoke
 of her personal history as intertwined with that of the civil rights movement, alluding to how her parents "organized" in the streets during the 1960s.



When she ran for California attorney general in 2010, news outlets called Ms. Harris the 
"female Obama"
 and her campaign website 
emphasized
 that she was the "first African American woman and first South Asian woman in California to hold the office."



Mr. Trump 
donated to Ms. Harris's campaign after she became attorney general in 2011.



What Was Said



"She did not pass her bar exam. And she didn't think she would pass it, and she didn't think she was ever going to pass it. And I don't know what happened. Maybe she did pass it."



This needs context. 
Ms. Harris failed California's bar exam on her first attempt in July 1989, according to her autobiography, and received a letter in November that she had failed, "to my utter devastation." While she did not address her subsequent exams in the book, Ms. Harris was 
admitted to the bar in June 1990
.



The California bar exam 
is among the hardest in the country
. The July 1989 exam 
had a pass rate
 of 59.5 percent, while the February 1990 exam -- presumably the one Ms. Harris took -- had a pass rate of 45.9 percent.



What Was Said



"Historically Black colleges and universities were out of money. They were stone-cold broke. And I saved them. And I gave them long-term financing."



This is exaggerated. 
Mr. Trump is taking outsize credit. Historically Black colleges and universities were not "broke," but federal funding for H.B.C.U.s 
did run out
 in September 2019, a casualty of a broader fight in the Senate about education policy. That December, Republicans and Democrats 
reached a compromise
 to restore that funding and made it permanent for a decade. Mr. Trump signed the legislation into law.



Democratic lawmakers and one H.B.C.U. president 
told Inside Higher Ed
 that Mr. Trump did little to secure the funding besides bestowing his signature, though Republicans said his support was instrumental.



It is also worth noting that Mr. Trump did not request the increased funding that the schools received. He requested $643 million in funding for H.B.C.U.s in the 2019 fiscal year and $626 million in the 2020 fiscal year, but congressional appropriations topped $700 million in both years.



What Was Said



"I have been the best president for the Black population since Abraham Lincoln."



False. 
Historians would beg to differ.
 Among modern presidents, the most significant legislative achievements arguably belong to President Lyndon B. Johnson, who shepherded the passage of the Voting Rights Act, the Civil Rights Act and the Fair Housing Act.



Mr. Trump tends to count among his accomplishments the First Step Act, a bipartisan bill that made changes to federal prison sentencing; the inclusion in the 2017 tax overhaul of the Opportunity Zones program, which offer a tax break for investing in low-income communities and communities of color; funding for H.B.C.U.s; and low unemployment rates for Black Americans.



The 
First Step Act
 was the "the culmination of several years" of efforts and debate, according to the Congressional Research Service, and it fell short of goals set by a more expansive overhaul proposed in 2015.



The Opportunity Zones tax break has "fueled a wave of developments financed by and built for the wealthiest Americans," 
The New York Times reported in 2019
. A 
2020 study
 found the tax break did little to spur job creation in the "zones," many of which were in predominantly Black communities.



The unemployment rate for Black Americans did reach 
5.3 percent in September 2019
, the lowest since the Bureau of Labor Statistics began keeping records in 1972. But it fell even lower under President Biden, to 5.1 percent in March 2023.



Other Claims



Mr. Trump also repeated many talking points that The New York Times has previously fact-checked:
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Some Republicans Embrace Conspiracy Theories on Trump Assassination Attempt



Right-wing lawmakers and candidates have made baseless suggestions that the shooting was orchestrated by Democrats or government actors who targeted former President Donald J. Trump.




Representative Eli Crane of Arizona has insinuated that Democrats and government forces played a role in trying to assassinate former President Donald J. Trump.




By Annie Karni


Jul 31, 2024


Representative Eli Crane, an Arizona Republican and former Navy SEAL, says he is no conspiracy theorist. But in the weeks since the attempted assassination of Donald J. Trump, he has made the baseless suggestion that the shooting was part of a coordinated campaign by Democrats or shadowy government actors to try to stop the former president from reclaiming the White House.



"Not only did they try and bankrupt him, but they tried to put him in prison," Mr. Crane told Jeff Oravits, a right-wing radio personality in Arizona, last week. "When that didn't work, they tried to put him in prison for 750 years. And many of us said the next step in this escalation is for them to try and kill him because they can't -- they know they can't beat him fair and square."



In an appearance on The Glenn Beck Program, Mr. Crane, who traveled to the Pennsylvania rally site where Mr. Trump was shot to conduct his own investigation, said, "I don't want to be a conspiracy theorist, but at the same time, I don't want to, you know, rule anything out because I don't put it past some of the people in our government to do anything necessary to hold on to power."



No evidence has emerged that anyone other than a lone gunman, Thomas Crooks, tried to kill the president in July. Mr. Crooks, 20, was a registered Republican 
who was killed at the scene and left few clues
 about his beliefs or what motivated him to open fire at a Trump rally on July 13.




Secret Service snipers at the rally in Butler, Pa., earlier this month. Some far-right Republicans believe the shooting was orchestrated, not a result of multiple agency failures.




But in the telling of Mr. Crane and several of his right-wing Republican colleagues in Congress, as well as G.O.P. candidates seeking election this fall, there is far more to the story. They are trafficking in dangerous conspiracy theories that insinuate that Democrats and government forces played a role in trying to take out Mr. Trump.



It is the latest example of how elected Republicans have promoted groundless claims that suit their political narrative, drawing unsubstantiated theories and grievance-driven suspicions once relegated to the right-wing fringe into the mainstream of their party -- and suffering no criticism from leaders for spreading them. The effort is similar to 
the G.O.P.'s bid to deny, sanitize or excuse the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol
 by a mob of Trump supporters.



"Time and time again, we've observed a disturbing feedback loop between lawmakers and online conspiracies," said Nina Jankowicz, a disinformation expert. "Our elected officials should be holding themselves to a higher standard, sharing verified information, not dealing in speculation that could inflame and endanger more Americans."



Congressional leaders have established a 
bipartisan task force to investigate the attempted assassination
, and some top Republican lawmakers, including Speaker Mike Johnson, have called for lawmakers to "turn the rhetoric down."



Mr. Johnson has said he blames the shooting on ineptitude and not any coordinated effort to assassinate Mr. Trump. Others have said that online speculation that Mr. Biden or other Democrats had a role in inciting the shooting was 
unhelpful and lacking in evidence
.




Ronald L. Rowe Jr., the acting director of the U.S. Secret Service, testified before a joint Senate committee hearing on Tuesday.




And amid bipartisan outrage about the security breaches that allowed the shooting, some Republicans have begged the Secret Service to be more forthcoming about what happened, arguing that their reticence has fed conspiracy theories.



Senator Rick Scott, Republican of Florida, recounted this week how three of his constituents had approached him at church recently to ask if there was a second shooter.



"If you don't want conspiracy theories to spread, you need to provide information," Mr. Scott told Ronald L. Rowe Jr., the acting Secret Service director, at 
a Senate hearing on Tuesday
. "Very few times in history do our presidents get shot at, so you would know that this is something that the American public is very interested in."



As 
misinformation about the shooting has flourished
 in far-right corners of the internet and private-messaging platforms like Telegram, some Republicans have joined in.



Representative Ryan Zinke of Montana, who served as the interior secretary during the Trump administration, said in an appearance on Fox News that "we need to run down the answers, again, whether this negligence and incompetence was willful. Did they willingly atrophy the security to put our president at risk?"



Representative Cory Mills, Republican of Florida and a former Army sniper, told CNN's Kate Bolduan in an interview at the Republican National Convention: "I have a very difficult time not leaning myself toward this was intentional as opposed to fecklessness."




Representative Cory Mills of Florida said of the assassination attempt that he has "a very difficult time not leaning myself toward this was intentional."




When Ms. Bolduan pressed him about his use of the word "intentional," Mr. Mills told her: "You walk this fine balance of, you're not trying to be a conspiracist but you look at this and you go, 'How could this have gone so wrong?' I look back, and I think for an individual, if you looked at the escalations -- first we want to censor and silence you, then we want to indict and imprison you, now we're attempting to kill you."



Just hours after the shooting, Representative Clay Higgins, Republican of Louisiana, circulated on social media a picture of Mr. Trump, with his fist raised and blood on his face, along with a message that appeared to blame the violence on his political opponents. "American Patriots are united behind President Trump," Mr. Higgins wrote in his post. "The left will not stop MAGA Nation."



Mr. Higgins 
has a long history of elevating conspiracy theories
. A former U.S. Army staff sergeant and former law enforcement officer, he claimed that the F.B.I. entrapped supporters of Mr. Trump into carrying out the Jan. 6., 2021, attack on the Capitol. He has claimed that the federal government is 
"staging a civil war" against Texas
.



None of that stopped Mr. Johnson, with the consent of Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, from 
naming Mr. Higgins to the bipartisan task force
 to investigate the assassination attempt.




Representative Clay Higgins of Louisiana was named to a bipartisan task force investigating the assassination attempt.




The baseless assassination claims by Republicans are also flourishing on the campaign trail. Joe Kent, the far-right Republican from Washington who is again challenging Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez after she defeated him two years ago by less than one percentage point, said that people were failing to "connect the dots."



"This is just so glaring and so obvious that really, honestly, the most likely conclusion is that there was some degree of insider help," he said. "This lone gunman theory -- it never makes any sense."



Some Democrats warned that the unsubstantiated suggestions by elected lawmakers could perpetuate more violence.



"While the rest of us live in reality, these Republicans' disloyalty to the truth could lead to further political violence as they abuse their authority by spreading conspiracy theories in office and on right-wing media," said Philip Shulman, a spokesman for American Bridge 21st Century, a Democratic super PAC that conducts research and tracking on Republican candidates.



A Trump campaign spokesman did not respond to a request for comment about the language from the right regarding the shooting. A spokesman for Mr. Johnson pointed back to his previous comments urging political leaders across the spectrum to tone down their language and noted that the speaker had publicly blamed only ineptitude for the shooting.



But even some of the lawmakers who have echoed the calls for civility have insinuated that there was some coordinated "they" behind the shooting. Representative Derrick Van Orden, a Wisconsin Republican and former Navy SEAL, said immediately after the shooting that it was time to cool down the country's overheated political discourse.




After urging calm immediately following the assassination attempt, Representative Derrick Van Orden of Wisconsin said he was "not surprised that they tried to assassinate President Trump."




"I hope it's a watershed moment for people who have just been saying the worst things possible for political purposes in the United States," Mr. Van Orden said on a local television program, "Wisconsin Morning News." "It has to stop."



Two days later, Mr. Van Orden, who shouted "lies!" at President Biden in the middle of his final State of the Union address, insinuated that some political forces opposed to Mr. Trump were involved in a plot to kill the former president.



"I'll be honest with you," he told a local radio host, "I'm not surprised that they tried to assassinate President Trump."



So far, Mr. Trump, himself, has steered clear of insinuating that his political enemies were involved in the attempt on his life. But in the past, he has recklessly shared and amplified baseless theories about political violence. In 2022, Mr. Trump 
questioned whether the brutal attack on Paul Pelosi
, the husband of former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, might have been staged.



Then as now, misinformation about the violence -- fueled by Republicans -- took root long before any definitive official account emerged.



Two days after the shooting, Tim Sheehy, the G.O.P. front-runner in the race to challenge Senator Jon Tester, Democrat of Montana, told supporters at a meet and greet with constituents that Mr. Trump's political rivals were to blame.



"They've been trying to put him in jail and done everything they can to stop somebody who represents our best interests," Mr. Sheehy said. "And it culminated in them trying to kill him."
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'20th Hijacker' Is Denied Transfer From Federal Supermax to French Prison



Zacarias Moussaoui, the only person to be convicted in connection with the 9/11 attacks, had requested to serve the rest of his life sentence in his native country instead of a prison in Colorado.




The supermax prison in Florence, Colo., where Zacarias Moussaoui is serving his life sentence.




By Carol Rosenberg


Jul 31, 2024


The Justice Department has denied a request by Zacarias Moussaoui, the only prisoner ever convicted in the United States of having ties to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, to serve the remainder of his life sentence in his native France.



Mr. Moussaoui had made the application from the supermax prison in Colorado, using a process that is routinely available to foreign nationals held as U.S. prisoners. Word of it stirred a protest letter by Republican senators last week.



Then on Wednesday afternoon, two relatives of people killed in the attacks said they were notified by the Justice Department that the request was denied. "Our office appreciates your concerns and comments regarding Zacarias Moussaoui," the email said. "I am notifying you that Mr. Moussaoui's application to transfer to France was denied by the United States on July 26, 2024."



No explanation was offered for the delay in notification. On July 25, a dozen senators led by Marco Rubio and Rick Scott of Florida 
wrote to President Biden and Attorney General Merrick B. Garland
 that "no consideration whatsoever should be given to this convicted terrorist's preferences for where to serve his sentence."



They demanded that the United States "swiftly deny his transfer request and force him to spend the remainder of his pathetic life imprisoned in the country he and his fellow terrorists attacked 23 years ago."



Mr. Moussaoui
, 56, was arrested in Minnesota a month before the hijackings, which killed nearly 3,000 people in New York, at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania. For a time after Sept. 11, U.S. officials 
theorized he was the would-be 20th hijacker
 in the attacks carried out by 19 men, but later dropped that assertion.



In 2005, Mr. Moussaoui pleaded guilty to conspiring to kill American citizens in a federal court case in Alexandria, Va. A jury 
sentenced him the next year to life imprisonment
, rather than the death sentence prosecutors had sought. He is held in solitary confinement at the federal 
supermax prison in Colorado
, with no possibility of release.



An inmate who is denied a transfer "may normally reapply for transfer two years from the date of denial," according to the 
federal prison policy
. It was not known if Mr. Moussaoui had applied previously because the Justice Department declined to discuss the matter, citing department policy.



Nicole Navas Oxman, a Justice Department spokeswoman, had, however, suggested the request would not be granted.



"Zacarias Moussaoui is serving a life sentence following conviction for terrorism offenses," she said. "The Department of Justice plans to enforce this life sentence in U.S. custody."



The United States has treaties with more than 80 countries, including France, that allow for the transfer of foreign citizens to complete their sentences in prisons in their country of citizenship. The information is routinely available in federal 
Bureau of Prisons
 facilities, although most applications are rejected.



Justice Department 
records show that in 2019
, before the coronavirus complicated such activities, 1,275 prisoners applied for such transfers and 347 were transferred. No country breakdown was available.



To be eligible, prisoners must have no pending appeal or capital sentence, and their offense must be recognized as a crime in the receiving country.



The Justice Department then decides whether such a transfer is appropriate. France would also have to consider the matter but has not yet received an official request, Pascal Confavreux, the embassy spokesman, said this week.



Mr. Moussaoui is held in the supermax prison under 
special administrative measures
 that limit his communications with the outside world, a key factor that suggested his application might be denied.



In 2014, he 
filed a request in federal court
 in Miami seeking transfer to the Pentagon prison at Guantanamo Bay, which holds people captured overseas in the war on terrorism -- not federal convicts like Mr. Moussaoui.



At that time, the United States was holding 
Mohammed al-Qahtani
 at Guantanamo Bay; military prosecutors had described him as an alternative would-be 20th hijacker. A senior Pentagon official with oversight of the process dismissed the case against Mr. Qahtani because 
he had been tortured at Guantanamo Bay
. He was 
repatriated to Saudi Arabia
 in 2022 for mental health care.



Five other men held at Guantanamo 
are charged with plotting the Sept. 11 attacks
, including the man who is accused of being the mastermind, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed. That case has not reached trial.



The United States transfers more prisoners with foreign nationalities than it receives U.S. citizens from other countries, 
according to the State Department
. One goal of the program is to relieve "special hardships that fall upon offenders incarcerated in foreign countries, far from home."
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Richard Crawford, Leading Scholar of American Music, Dies at 89



American Music was a marginal subfield in the 1960s when he began his research as a student, and then as a faculty member, at the University of Michigan.




Richard Crawford in 2014. Music history had been synonymous with the European classics before he helped to popularize the study of American music.




By William Robin


Jul 30, 2024


Richard Crawford, a longtime professor of musicology at the University of Michigan who helped legitimize and popularize the study of American music, died on July 23 in Ann Arbor, Mich. He was 89.



His wife, Penelope (Ball) Crawford, said the cause was congestive heart failure.



"He was a pioneer who shaped the scope of American music research," Mark Clague, a musicologist and professor at Michigan who studied with Mr. Crawford, said in an interview. "It wasn't about celebrating an unchanging canon, but about opening up the magic of musical experience."



While studying at Michigan in the early 1960s, Mr. Crawford began examining a trove of papers that had been acquired by the school's library concerning the 18th-century musician Andrew Law, who taught singing and compiled hymnals in Connecticut. The study of American music was a marginal subfield at the time; most scholars considered music history to be about the European classics. (The "American" part of the American Musicological Society, founded in 1934, referred to the nationality of its members, not their subject of inquiry.)



Whereas Mr. Crawford's adviser, 
H. Wiley Hitchcock
 -- also a major force in American music studies -- had traveled to Europe for his doctoral research on Baroque opera, Mr. Crawford preferred not to uproot his young family.



So despite the potential career risk, he wrote his dissertation -- and then a 1968 book -- on Law, becoming one of the first scholars to dedicate his life's work to music of the United States.



His timing was fortuitous: Preparations for the 1976 U.S. bicentennial celebration spurred a new public interest in reviving early American music, and Mr. Crawford helped build its scholarly infrastructure. He was a founding member of the Sonneck Society, later renamed the Society for American Music; wrote the first biography of the Revolutionary-era composer William Billings, with David P. McKay in 1975; and, through painstaking bibliographic work, excavated large swaths of repertory from the beginnings of American sacred music.



"Americanists set out, by turning our full attention to music in our own backyard, to prove the musicological worth of American studies," he wrote in the journal American Music in 2005. The value was not in discovering an American Bach or expanding the classical canon, but instead shifting focus, as he once described it, "from Music with a capital M to music-making." For Mr. Crawford, musical history was about process, not just product; performance, not just composition.



"They pointed not to beauty, not to excellence, not to the music that had survived, but to all the music whose existence in America could be documented," he wrote of his generation of Americanists. "Only by reconstructing that totality could the life -- the beating heart, we might say -- of a forgotten or moribund tradition be glimpsed and a true image of historical 'shape' imagined."




Mr. Crawford's magnum opus, the 2001 book "America's Musical Life: A History," presented a rich musical tapestry that spanned many genres.




Thus, his magnum opus, the 2001 book "America's Musical Life: A History," presented not a parade of major composers and their masterworks but instead a rich musical tapestry, beginning with Native American songs and colonial psalms and continuing through African-American spirituals, Civil War anthems, Tin Pan Alley and Philip Glass. With clear, matter-of-fact prose, Mr. Crawford placed economic and artistic developments in popular, folk and classical music side by side.



In a musicological universe that typically produced scholarly editions of Bach cantatas and Haydn quartets, Mr. Crawford's unpretentious pluralism drove him to commission -- as the founding editor of the important series Music of the United States of America -- comprehensive volumes of the songs of 
Irving Berlin
, as well as notable compositions by Ruth Crawford Seeger and Florence Price.



"Studying American music, a slightly eccentric pastime for a musicologist not so long ago, now seems more and more like a perfectly natural thing to do," he said in a 1984 address to the American Musicological Society when he was stepping down as its president.



Richard Arthur Crawford was born on May 12, 1935, in Detroit, to Arthur Richard Crawford, a foundry executive, and Mary Elizabeth (Forshar) Crawford, an artist. Early musical experiences included hearing his mother play piano and sing -- he once recalled a memorable patriotic song she wrote during World War II -- and he took up piano and then saxophone.




Mr. Crawford in an undated photograph. "He was a pioneer who shaped the scope of American music research," a colleague said.




He started at Michigan as an engineering student, but when he took a role leading his dorm's choir, his musical interests became more serious. Mr. Hitchcock, his mentor, spurred his engagement with the music of the United States. Mr. Crawford received all his degrees from Michigan: a bachelor's in music education in 1958, a master's in musicology in 1959 and a doctorate in musicology in 1965. He joined the Michigan faculty in 1961, remaining until his retirement in 2003.



Mr. Crawford was a generous, open-minded teacher, enthusiastically shepherding generations of scholars who worked on topics as varied as experimental music, Broadway musicals and recording technology.



In addition to his wife, he is survived by his son, William; his daughters, Lynn Crawford Haddad, Amy Crawford and Anne Crawford; and eight grandchildren.



Just five days before Mr. Crawford's death, Charles Hiroshi Garrett, an esteemed musicologist who succeeded him at Michigan and edited the Grove Dictionary of American Music, died of cardiac arrest.



"It's a real blow to the field in terms of two people who were such powerful mentors," Mr. Clague said. "The legacy that they leave in the world of American music is the power of generosity, the power of collaboration, the power of humanity."



Mr. Crawford's final book was "Summertime: George Gershwin's Life in Music" (2019). His fascination with Gershwin went back decades, to a time when his populist reputation often led to his dismissal in academic circles.



In 1979, Mr. Crawford wrote that if scholars were to take Gershwin's music seriously, "it might signal that we are ready to explore American music-making -- that is, the performance of music in the United States not just as an interesting sidelight but as an integral, perhaps even a central force in our musical life."
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Jill Schary Robinson, Who Wrote of Her Hollywood Upbringing, Dies at 88



A screenwriter's daughter, she grew up in the glittering world of privilege and its contradictions, which became rich material for her memoirs and novels.




Jill Schary Robinson in 1979. She was, a friend said, "raised in the combination of privilege and neglect that was Hollywood," and "that was Jill's subject, always, the hilarity of the privilege and the punishment of the neglect."




By Penelope Green


Jul 28, 2024


Jill Schary Robinson, an author and journalist who limned her glittering, complicated Hollywood upbringing in much of her work, beginning with her wry 1963 memoir, "With a Cast of Thousands," and who found fame for chronicling Hollywood's darker side a decade later in "Bed/Time/Story," died on July 19 at her home in Beverly Hills, Calif. She was 88.



Her daughter, Johanna Simmel, confirmed the death. She did not specify the cause.



Ms. Robinson was the eldest child of 
Dore Schary
, a playwright, screenwriter and studio mogul who was the head of production at Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for a time. She grew up in an 18-room Tudor manor in swanky Brentwood -- a Hollywood princess chauffeured to birthday parties with all the other Hollywood princesses and princelings, including Jane Fonda (who was an audacious, terrifyingly cool tomboy), Brooke Hayward and Daniel Selznick. 



The Schary home was always brimming with movie people: 
Elizabeth Taylor
 came to dinner swathed in yellow chiffon and barely spoke. 
Marlon Brando
 brought his father. When Clark Gable visited, Jill was so overwhelmed that she spiked a fever (he sent her long-stemmed roses afterward). She was 17 and at an event with her parents when Humphrey Bogart called her out for "being the only virgin in the room."



Ms. Robinson was 27 when "With a Cast of Thousands," an arch but loving look at her childhood and its oddities, was published. At the time, she was married to a Navy officer turned stockbroker, working as a copywriter for an ad agency and contributing to Cosmopolitan magazine, and raising two young children. A few years later, she was divorced, strung out on amphetamines, struggling with deadlines and disastrously in love with an alcoholic.



"Bed/Time/Story" (1974), her memoir of that period, was cast as a redemption tale of two catastrophically damaged people, Ms. Robinson and her second husband. 
It sold briskly
 -- and landed Ms. Robinson both in People magazine and on the talk-show circuit. Annie Gottlieb, 
writing in The New York Times Book Review
, said it was "among the great love stories."




In "Bed/Time/Story," a memoir published in 1974, Ms. Robinson wrote about her troubled relationship with her second husband. One reviewer said it was "among the great love stories."




By then, Ms. Robinson -- who had feared that giving up speed would kill her writer's edge -- was a few years sober, living in Westport, Conn., and able to finish her first novel, a Hollywood takedown called "Perdido" that was published in 1978.



In 1980, as a contributor to The Times's Hers column, 
Ms. Robinson wrote of her sobriety
 with typical self-deprecation:



"Even before the drinking began, I had the character of an alcoholic: I longed for attention, to be the center of everything, but I was shy until the magical moment when I collided with alcohol. I still fear, writing about this right now -- am I calling attention to myself again?"



Despite the hard knocks she suffered, Ms. Robinson was preternaturally optimistic, unguarded, generous -- particularly to young writers -- and dogged in her work, even if it didn't always go well.



"She was sort of a luftmensch" -- that's Yiddish for an impractical dreamer -- John Lahr, the longtime theater critic and son of Bert Lahr, best known for playing the Cowardly Lion in "The Wizard of Oz,." said in an interview. "Always dreaming up projects, bubbling with ideas."



He added: "We had both been raised in a certain milieu, and we recognized each other and bonded over that. We were raised in the combination of privilege and neglect that was Hollywood. That was Jill's subject, always: the hilarity of the privilege and the punishment of the neglect. What saved her was her charm and her humor."



Jill Schary was born on May 30, 1936, in Los Angeles, the eldest of three children. Her mother, Miriam (Svet) Schary, was a painter. Her parents had moved there in the 1930s from Newark, where Mr. Schary's family ran a kosher catering business, 
Schary Manor
.



Mr. Schary, then an up-and-coming playwright and actor turned screenwriter, was hired by MGM the year Jill was born. He would go on to write more than 40 screenplays -- he won an Academy Award for the 1938 drama "Boys Town" -- and oversee more than 250 films, including "Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House" (1948), a domestic comedy starring Cary Grant and Myrna Loy, and "Blackboard Jungle" (1955), starring 
Glenn Ford
 as an English teacher and a young 
Sidney Poitier
 as one of his rebellious students.



Mr. Schary taught his daughter, as she wrote in "Bed/Time/Story," "all the classic Hollywood fables." -- which, she said, "somehow all had the same moral: The best thing you can get out of being a star is some real estate in the San Fernando Valley."



Hollywood children, proxies for their striving parents, suffered as the fortunes of their parents waxed and waned, a trend the Schary family gamely bucked. One year a private (and restricted) girls' school declined to admit Jill and her sister Joy, though they had aced the entrance exam. There was a quota for Jewish students, they were told; nothing personal. But when the local papers announced that their father had become head of production at RKO, the school head called Mrs. Schary, saying there had been a terrible mistake. She replied, tartly, that she, too, had made a terrible mistake and was no longer interested in the school.



Ms. Robinson attended Stanford University for a year; while there, she met Jon Zimmer, a lieutenant in the Navy. They married in 1956 and divorced nine years later. Her marriage to Jeremiah Robinson, the antihero of "Bed/Time/Story," also ended in divorce. She married her third husband, Stuart Shaw, a marketing executive, in 1980; they moved to London a few years later.



In 1990, Ms. Robinson had an epileptic seizure in a swimming pool and fell into a coma. When she awoke, she had no memory of her recent life. Her husband was a stranger. She couldn't remember that they lived in London, that her children were grown and her parents were dead.



"Past Forgetting," her memoir of how she pieced her life together again -- stitching her still-vivid celebrity-pocked past with her foggy recent present -- was published in 1999. "We are sprung from our own land, after all, and it is only fitting my brain should be built around a fault," she wrote, punning a bit on California's seismic tendencies.




Ms. Robinson's 1999 memoir, "Past Forgetting," recounted how she pieced her life back together after suffering an epileptic seizure, falling into a coma and waking with no memory of her recent life.




"In a language at once conversational, aphoristic and deeply nuanced," 
Jonathan Lethem wrote in his review for Salon
, "Robinson shows herself coming to understand that even before her amnesiac rupture she was really only constructed of postulates, of stories, of moments; that memory is an illusion and a dance -- one she can rejoin if not reconstruct."



Ms. Robinson was the author of 11 books, including a children's story, "Follow Me Through Paris" (1983), and five novels.




Ms. Robinson in 1982. Despite the hard knocks she suffered, she was preternaturally optimistic, unguarded, generous and dogged in her work, even if it didn't always go well.




In addition to her daughter, Ms. Robinson is survived by her son, Jeremy Zimmer, chief executive of the United Talent Agency; her stepdaughters, Susan and Aerin Shaw; her siblings, Joy and Jeb Schary; nine grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. Mr. Shaw died in 2011.



"Hollywood, the American dream, is a Jewish idea," Ms. Robinson told 
Studs Terkel
 for his oral history "American Dreams, Lost and Found" (2008). "In a sense, it's a Jewish revenge on America. It combines the Puritan ethic -- there's no sex, no ultimate satisfaction -- with baroque magnificence. The happy ending was the invention of Russian Jews, designed to drive Americans crazy."



Growing up, she added, "I wanted to be this guy who could walk away from any situation that got a little rough. Who could walk away from responsibility. The American dream, the idea of the happy ending, is an avoidance of responsibility and commitment. If something ends happily, you don't have to worry about it tomorrow."
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Michael Hardy, Sharpton's Longtime Lawyer and Confidant, Dies at 69



He was general counsel of Mr. Sharpton's civil rights group, the National Action Network, and defended him in a defamation suit arising from the Tawana Brawley case.




Michael A. Hardy, foreground, in 1998 outside a state courthouse in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., where he was defending the Rev. Al Sharpton in a defamation suit brought by a prosecutor in the 1987 Tawana Brawley case. Behind him, wearing eyeglasses, was C. Vernon Mason, a lawyer who had defended Ms. Brawley. 




By Sam Roberts


Jul 25, 2024


Michael A. Hardy, a fervent civil rights lawyer who for more than three decades defended the Rev. Al Sharpton as his faithful counsel and confidant, died on Monday in Manhattan. He was 69.



His death, in a hospital, was announced by the 
National Action Network
, the Harlem-based civil rights organization that Mr. Sharpton founded in 1991. The cause was cancer. Mr. Hardy had served as its general counsel and executive vice president almost from its inception.



Mr. Hardy was notably involved in defending Mr. Sharpton in a defamation lawsuit brought by a local prosecutor whom Mr. Sharpton had said was one of six white men who kidnapped and raped Tawana Brawley, a 15-year-old Black girl, in upstate New York in 1987. A grand jury determined that Ms. Brawley's account was a hoax.



Mr. Hardy's legal dexterity also figured in successful challenges to the New York Police Department's 
stop-and-frisk
 strategy, which its critics said unfairly targeted Black and Latino men. And his work helped lead to bans against certain methods of police restraint in the wake of the chokehold death of 
Eric Garner,
 an unarmed Black man who was stopped on a Staten Island sidewalk in 2014 on suspicion of illegally selling cigarettes.



"When Michael started, it was unheard of to get police prosecuted; at the end of his life we see police getting convicted," Mr. Sharpton said in a phone interview. "He was the legal mind of the 21st century civil rights movement."



At first glance, Mr. Hardy and Mr. Sharpton seemed an 
unlikely duo
. Mr. Sharpton grew up in a poor, predominantly Black neighborhood in Brooklyn, attended public schools and briefly enrolled in Brooklyn College. Mr. Hardy hailed from a middle-class Brooklyn family and was educated in prestigious and overwhelmingly white institutions: Northfield Mount Hermon, a preparatory school in Massachusetts, and Carleton College in Minnesota.



But both shared a commitment to the downtrodden, to equal opportunity and fair treatment regardless of race, and to the ascendancy of Mr. Sharpton, who, as Mr. Hardy once put it, was "blessed by some greater power." Mr. Sharpton went on to briefly seek the Democratic presidential nomination in 2004 and become a political commentator and program host on MSNBC.



For all the times Mr. Sharpton was arrested earlier in his career, Mr. Hardy routinely kept him out of jail -- except when Mr. Sharpton wanted to remain incarcerated as a form of protest -- by persuading the authorities to reduce or dismiss charges. After the federal government 
ended a criminal tax investigation
 against Mr. Sharpton in 2008, Mr. Hardy said his client had been cleared of any speculation that he had personally profited from funds raised for his nonprofit civil rights group.




Mr. Hardy and Mr. Sharpton, right, in 1998 near the Poughkeepsie courthouse. The two men were allies for decades.




Mr. Hardy's most visible role was defending Mr. Sharpton in the defamation lawsuit brought by Steven A. Pagones, a Dutchess County assistant prosecutor who was implicated by Mr. Sharpton and two lawyers for Ms. Brawley as one of the six white men who, Ms. Brawley said, had sexually assaulted her.



In 1988, Mr. Pagones was exonerated by a grand jury, which also concluded that Ms. Brawley had fabricated the incident to avoid being punished by her stepfather after running away from home for four days. Mr. Pagones sued. The lawsuit went to trial in late 1997.



Mr. Sharpton, who had inserted himself into the Brawley case as a civil rights activist, "never did anything more than call for an investigation -- that's not defamation," Mr. Hardy maintained.



"All the Rev. Sharpton did say was there was evidence that Mr. Pagones may have been involved in the Miss Brawley matter," he added.



Mr. Hardy sought to convince the jury that Mr. Sharpton had a reasonable basis to believe Ms. Brawley's account.



Mr. Hardy bristled when Mr. Pagones's lawyer compared Mr. Sharpton to the Nazi propagandist Joseph Goebbels. Rather, Mr. Hardy argued, his client had been a voice of moderation, a conciliator who had "prevented riots" and who, just the day before, had preached at the funeral of a Black man who had been shot in an altercation with the police.



"Is that the action of a Nazi, someone like Goebbels?," he asked.



The trial was circuslike, with lots of yelling by lawyers and the judge briefly holding Mr. Hardy in contempt after Mr. Pagones claimed that Mr. Hardy had been spitting at him during questioning.



The jury concluded that Mr. Pagones had been defamed and awarded him $345,000 in damages: $95,000 from 
Alton H. Maddox Jr.
, a Brawley lawyer who had represented Mr. Sharpton before he recruited Mr. Hardy in 1991; $185,000 from a second Brawley lawyer, C. Vernon Mason; and 
$65,000 from Mr. Sharpton
. Mr. Sharpton's lesser penalty allowed Mr. Hardy to claim a victory of sorts.



Mr. Hardy, who had once briefly considered a career in the theater, was a virtuoso performer during the trial. "I see the courtroom as my stage," 
he told
 The New York Times in 1998. He twice became teary in saying that imposing monetary damages on his client would send a message that "Black people in America have no rights." 
But the judgment stood.
 Mr. Sharpton finally paid in full 
in 2001
.




Mr. Hardy in Memphis in 2008 at a "Recommitment March," co-chaired by Mr. Sharpton, marking the 40th anniversary of the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 




David Anthony Hardy was born on July 2, 1955, in Brooklyn to William Hardy Sr., a supervisor at the LaSalle Paper Co., and Carmen (Sanchez) Hardy, a public-school teacher.



After earning a bachelor's degree in chemistry from Carleton College in 1977, Mr. Hardy worked as an analyst for the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation and as a special assistant to the city's Tax Commission until 1983.



While attending New York Law School, he edited a newspaper put out by the small New Alliance Party before earning his law degree in 1988 (the same year that the now-defunct New Alliance managed to place the psychologist Lenora B. Fulani on the ballot for president in all 50 states). He said he had gravitated to the party because the main political parties were not doing enough to cultivate Black leadership.



As a lawyer, Mr. Hardy at times took on cases that seemed at odds with his family history. He represented drug dealers, though his older brother ran a drug-treatment program. He defended a man who fatally shot his former girlfriend, though one of Mr. Hardy's two sisters was killed in a similar crime in 1984. The man was convicted.



Mr. Hardy was named to several quasi-government study committees, including one by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo that looked at raising the age at which children charged with crimes could be treated as adults; another looked at ways to discourage fare-beating on mass transit.



His survivors include his wife, Dr. Robin Brown Hardy; and a sister, Gena LaTouche.



Mr. Hardy joined Mr. Sharpton at the infant National Action Network in 1991 after leaving the New Alliance Party over policy disagreements.



Their long alliance proved mutually beneficial.



"He could help me go where I wanted to go, and I could help him go where he wanted to go," Mr. Sharpton once 
said
 of Mr. Hardy. "In many ways, he was the perfect balance for me. I can talk to him about addressing certain audiences and situations that he would be more familiar with, from growing up in his social life."
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Times Insider



The Apple of One Business Reporter's Eye



Since 2022, Tripp Mickle has covered news surrounding one of the biggest technology companies in Silicon Valley.








By Josh Ocampo


Jul 31, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



Some journalists have broad beats -- 
animals
, 
the entire state of California
, 
even the cosmos
.



Tripp Mickle, however, focuses on just one company: Apple. But there's still more than enough to write about. Since joining the Business desk at The New York Times in April 2022, Mr. Mickle has reported on 
Apple's flashy new Vision Pro headset
, 
its foray into artificial intelligence
 and the ongoing 
antitrust case against the company
, which has been accused by U.S. regulators of running a smartphone monopoly.



Despite having a specific beat, Mr. Mickle's work still finds a wide audience. "It's this incredible company that has such influence in our lives," Mr. Mickle said in an interview. "And it's a fortress of secrecy."



Before writing for The Times, he dabbled in other topics, including NASCAR for Sports Business Journal, and the tobacco and alcohol industries for The Wall Street Journal. It was during his time at The Journal that Mr. Mickle decided to take a bite of the Apple beat.



In a phone conversation from his home in the Glen Park district of San Francisco, Mr. Mickle discussed how his beat has changed over the years and his experience staking out the offices of OpenAI. These are edited excerpts.



What made you decide to become a journalist?



I've wanted to become a journalist since I was in the fifth grade. I had a teacher who gave ribbons to students at the end of the year that tried to predict what you would pursue professionally in the future. Some of the ribbons were jokes, and some of them were serious. I was really obsessed with current events, and I liked writing, so she gave me a ribbon that read "future editor at The New York Times." That became a point of direction for me as I looked out on the horizon and tried to figure out what to do.



Can you explain your beat to readers?



I cover Apple and now, Nvidia. One of the most fascinating things about the technology industry is that, without fail, it changes almost every three years thematically. There was a period when the major theme was regulators scrutinizing big tech firms. Now the entire tech industry has changed because of the introduction of ChatGPT and the rush to develop generative A.I.



More broadly, I'll also write an occasional story about what's happening in the business of A.I. For example, 
I recently wrote about how consultants
 at firms like McKinsey and Boston Consulting Group are making money from the rush to develop generative A.I.



What are some of the biggest challenges of your beat?



The biggest challenge is always getting people to talk. Apple has what I call a culture of corporate omerta, where they collectively take a vow of secrecy and don't talk about the work that they're doing. That makes it really challenging to write about the company in a way that's illuminating for readers. You have to find people who are willing to open up and share stories about their work.



Do you have an article that you're particularly proud of?



The most thrilling story that I've had a chance to work on since I've been at The Times was the 
OpenAI saga around Sam Altman's
 dismissal and return. The story played out over five intense days. It's rare when you're at a newspaper to get a chance to cover a story that a bunch of people are working on collectively. There were elements of the story that moved so fast that we were writing up to three pieces a day over a five-day period.



There was one Sunday when Sam was meeting with officials at the company. Their headquarters are in the Mission District of San Francisco, and we needed somebody to go stake out the headquarters and observe. I spent a day in my car in the neighborhood, like a cop on a stakeout, hoping that I could divine what was going to play out in this very upside-down scenario where the C.E.O. was trying to get back into the company that he helped found.



Did you spot Sam?



I did not catch a sighting of Sam, but I was able to talk to some employees as they were leaving. I interviewed a former board member outside the building. I also observed that the company ordered a ton of boba tea. I saw three deliveries at one point. There was this tongue-in-cheek joke about OpenAI's obsession with boba. It was almost like their celebratory drink for Sam's return. If I hadn't been there to observe it, it wouldn't have made its way into the newspaper.



How has your coverage changed over the years?



Apple has reached a stage of maturation where it is still leaning on products that are familiar while trying to transition into a new future. It's taking various swings, so my coverage is more about scrutinizing that potential and promise, and less on the devices in our pockets. This year, it's centered more on the 
Vision Pro
, a virtual reality headset that Apple developed, and the company's plan to 
revamp Siri
 and make it more of a vehicle for artificial intelligence.



What are your favorite and least favorite parts of living in the San Francisco Bay Area?



The proximity to so many amazing and beautiful places, whether it's Lake Tahoe, Napa, Sonoma, Point Reyes or Santa Cruz. San Francisco itself is stunning. You can be on a hiking trail within 30 minutes.



My least favorite thing is just the absurdity of life in San Francisco. You see some ridiculous things from time to time. I didn't see this in person, but this month, 
there were two nudists in the Castro
 district who rescued a tourist from a man who was wielding a blowtorch. Things like that happen here.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/31/insider/apple-beat.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Corrections: Aug. 1, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024.


Aug 01, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



Because of an editing error, an 
article
 on Tuesday about cases of champagne found on an underwater shipwreck in the Baltic Sea misstated the salinity of a sea relative to that of an ocean. While the average salinity can be lower in a sea, as it is in the Baltic, that is not always the case.



NATIONAL



An 
article
 on Tuesday about debates over tribal expansion of casinos in Oregon referred incorrectly to Deb Haaland. She is the first Native American to serve as a cabinet secretary, not the first to serve in a presidential cabinet.



BUSINESS



A DealBook 
article
 on Monday about historically high costs for cities that host the Olympic Games misstated the year London spent $17 billion hosting the Olympics. It was in 2012, not in 2024.



ARTS



A Critic's Notebook 
article
 on Saturday about the golden age of Mexico's film industry misstated the title of one film in the series. It is "The Unknown Policeman," not "The Unknown Policemen."



WEEKEND ARTS



An 
article
 on Friday about the opera singer Klaus Florian Vogt mistranslated a word in a quote by Andreas Homoki, who was describing Vogt's voice. He said, "But then you notice that he adds that additional chest voice, and his voice retains its lightness in the high register," not "But then you notice that he adds that additional breast voice, and his voice retains its lightness in the high register."



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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Ukrainian Fencer Dedicates Medal to Countrymen Killed in the War



The war has torn apart old alliances in fencing, and heightened the acrimony between Russia and Ukraine. 




Olha Kharlan of Ukraine celebrated after defeating Sebin Choi of Korea on Monday to win the bronze medal.




By Jere Longman


Jul 29, 2024


Olha Kharlan went to her knees, as if in disbelief, after a stirring comeback in the women's saber fencing competition. She kissed the metallic dueling surface. Finally, she jumped into her coach's arms and then bowed theatrically to the crowd.



She had just won a bronze medal by the thinnest margin, 15-14, on Monday night beneath the vaulted glass dome of the Grand Palais. It was her fifth career Olympic medal and the first of any color for Ukraine at the Paris Games, an emotional moment of celebration and defiance for a nation at war.



"It's really special, incredible, like infinity special," Kharlan told reporters, speaking in English, saying her medal was won for her country and its defenders and for the Ukrainian athletes "who couldn't come here because they were killed by Russia."



Given the circumstances, it might have been the most meaningful medal of her career. Kharlan's mere presence confirmed that this niche sport, perhaps more than any other, illustrates the acrimony and caustic feuding that have resulted from Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



Kharlan, 33, was disqualified from the World Fencing Championships last summer for refusing to shake hands with her Russian opponent. But Thomas Bach, the president of the International Olympic Committee and himself a 1976 Olympic fencing champion, gave Kharlan an exemption to participate in the Paris Games, citing her "unique situation."



There she was on Monday, competing in the Olympics, while Russia was absent from the biggest international event in fencing, a sport in which it has long been a power athletically and administratively.




Ohla Kharlan, right, competing against Shihomi Fukushima of Japan in the Grand Palais on Monday.




With Russia banned from these Games because of its invasion, only 15 of its athletes are competing in Paris, all designated as neutral, without the accompaniment of the country's flag or national anthem. There are none in fencing, a huge blow to the country's Olympic prestige given that Russia and the former Soviet Union rank behind only Italy, France and Hungary in fencing's overall medal count.



Alisher Usmanov, an Uzbek-born Russian magnate, stepped aside days after the war began in February 2022 as president of the International Fencing Federation. This followed economic sanctions levied against him by the European Union, which described Mr. Usmanov as having "particularly close ties" to President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, and said he "actively supported" Russia's policies regarding the "destabilization of Ukraine."



In a statement Monday, Mr. Usmanov said he had only suspended his fencing duties and that he was seeking to lift the E.U. sanctions, which he called "unfair and illegal."



Stanislav Pozdnyakov, the president of the Russian Olympic Committee and himself a four-time Olympic fencing champion, is barred from the Paris Games, as are other Russian sports officials. Attempts to reach him Monday via phone and text messages went unanswered.



Missing, too, from these Games is his daughter, Sofia Pozdnyakova, a two-time Olympic fencing champion who was unable to qualify as a neutral athlete because she represents the Russian armed forces.



"They have to know the consequences" of the invasion, Kharlan said in an interview.




The president of the Russian Olympic Committee, Stanislav Pozdnyakov, during a gathering of Russian sports officials in Moscow last year.




There was a brief, convivial thaw on Monday. Apparently not wanting to risk another disqualification, or perhaps just greeting a friend in an act of sportsmanship after her decisive victory in the round of 16, Kharlan hugged her vanquished opponent, Anna Bashta, a Russian-born fencer now representing Azerbaijan. Bashta said she and Kharlan had known each other for years, and that she hoped the Ukrainian would win a gold medal later in the day.



But such Ukrainian-Russian relationships are mostly fractured now. At the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, Mr. Pozdnyakov and Vadym Gutzeit, now president of the Ukraine Olympic Committee, won a team gold medal in fencing as part of a collection of former Soviet republics called the Unified Team. But Mr. Gutzeit now refers to Mr. Pozdnyakov, his onetime friend and teammate, as "my enemy." Last year, Mr. Gutzeit told 
The Associated Press
 that, now and forever, "this person does not exist for me."



The invasion has severed more than friendships. What amounted to a royal fencing marriage also collapsed after only two years, mostly because of the war. Pozdnyakova's former husband, 
Konstantin Lokhanov
, also a Russian Olympic fencer, moved to the United States in 2022 and denounced the invasion. "I decided I could no longer live in a country that kills innocent Ukrainians," Lokhanov said in an interview last summer.



Two other prominent Russian fencers also moved to the United States and criticized the war, which resulted in the firing of a top Russian coach and an apparent swipe by Mr. Pozdnyakov at what he considered Western frivolousness. His own daughter's patriotic upbringing, he said in a Russian sports television interview, spared her "the sad fate of frightened lovers of raspberry frappe and yellow scooters."



Kharlan, the Ukrainian star, said she had no regrets about refusing to shake hands at the world championships last summer in Milan after defeating her Russian opponent, 
Anna Smirnova
, who protested by sitting in a chair for about 45 minutes in the competition area, known as a strip.




Kharlan, left, gestures as she refuses to shake hands with Anna Smirnova during a competition last year in Milan.




Her refusal to shake hands, Kharlan said, was a message to the world that, given what has happened in Ukraine, "nobody can just close their eyes to that."



A more volatile confrontation occurred last month at the European fencing championships in Switzerland, when Olena Kryvytska of Ukraine refused to shake hands after defeating a Russian-born fencer, Maia Guchmazova, who was competing for Georgia.



After the Ukrainian walked away, 
an irate Guchmazova
 cursed and said, "Why are they allowed to get away with everything?"



Mr. Gutzeit, the president of Ukraine's Olympic committee, said a day after that incident, in an interview in Kyiv, that Kryvytska's action was exactly how Ukraine's athletes should respond at the Olympics toward any Russians who compete in Paris: Don't speak to them. Don't shake hands. Don't pose for a photograph except on the medal podium. Don't even look at them. They don't exist.



"While the war is going on, they shouldn't have a place in international sports," Mr. Gutzeit said.




Anna Smirnova protested a Ukrainian snub at last year's world championships by refusing to leave the fencing strip.




Along with tens of thousands of civilian deaths in the war, 
roughly 500 top-level Ukrainian athletes and coaches have died in the fighting
. At last count, 518 stadiums and sports training facilities have been damaged or destroyed. Hundreds of Ukrainian Olympic hopefuls trained outside the country, as did Kharlan, who lives in Italy.



These are Kharlan's fifth Olympics and, in her words, "the hardest." She said that she had seen her parents only three times since the war began in February 2022. Her mother and sister have come to Paris to support her, but her father cannot because of a law that prevents most Ukrainian men under 60 from leaving the country.



Her hometown, 
Mykolaiv, in southern Ukraine
, has been besieged by Russian strikes, a water crisis and power shortages. Sometimes, she said, she is afraid to look at her phone because there is a "high chance" it will contain bad news.



"Each of us has been damaged by the war," she said.




Kharlan wearing the colors of Ukraine's flag. She competed in the Olympics after being disqualified from the world fencing championships last summer.




Bach, the I.O.C. president, congratulated Kharlan on Monday night. Another chance to win a medal will come Saturday in the women's team saber competition. Monday's bronze, she said, was a "message to all Ukrainians, to all the world, that Ukraine never gives up."



Valerie Hopkins
 contributed reporting from Paris.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/29/world/olympics/ukraine-russia-fencing-kharlan.html
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Now that she has mastered it, the uneven bars routine that the gymnast Kaylia Nemour has prepared for the Paris Olympics is a sight to behold: a fluid yet treacherous 30 seconds, so tightly woven with difficulty that it has made her a medal favorite in the event.



When Nemour 
performed it in competition last month
, it produced the highest score recorded on the bars since the Tokyo Olympics. But while she may wow fans in her home country at these Games, she won't be doing it under the French flag.



Instead, Nemour, 17, is competing for Algeria, the result of a nationality switch last year that followed a protracted dispute with the French gymnastics federation -- one that has seen the host nation lose out on perhaps its best chance for a medal on one of the most high-profile stages of the Games.



The conflict that drove a wedge between Nemour and the French federation began with a power struggle over training sites ahead of the Games but has since devolved into accusations of overtraining, caustic exchanges and an 18-month administrative inquiry that concluded last December that the federation was "hounding" Nemour's home gym in Avoine, a village in western France.



"Kaylia's dream was to represent her country, France, at the Olympics, like any high-level athlete," said her mother, Stephanie Nemour, who is also the president of the gym. "We have distressed gymnasts here who don't understand why the federation that is supposed to nurture them is acting this way."



Through a spokeswoman, the federation declined to comment on its dispute with Nemour and her coaches or on her split with the federation.



Nemour's road to the French national team once looked exceptionally smooth. While many aspiring gymnasts have to move or commute long distances to train for elite careers, the Nemours happened to settle less than a mile from Avoine Beaumont Gymnastique, a gym where Marc and Gina Chirilcenco have coached a steady stream of top gymnasts over the past 30 years.



Her potential was obvious from a young age, according to Marc Chirilcenco. "She has exceptional air awareness, and for a long time, she simply had fun with it," he said. In 2020 and 2021, while still a junior, Nemour beat her senior peers at several French events. In 2021, she became the national champion in the uneven bars.



Around the same time, the French gymnastics federation announced new training guidelines. Instead of choosing their training location, all Olympic hopefuls would be required to train full-time under the umbrella of the National Institute of Sport, Expertise and Performance either in Vincennes, a suburb of Paris, or in St.-Etienne, in southeastern France.



For the Olympic hopefuls training in Avoine, a small group that included Nemour, the edict was a significant blow. Nemour said that leaving her hometown "wasn't even an option."



"I've been here pretty much since I was born," she said. "My home is within walking distance from the gym. I'm really happy with my coaches. Why would I leave?"




Nemour's potential was obvious from a young age, according to Marc Chirilcenco, one of her coaches.




A parallel issue added fuel to the fire. In 2021, Nemour was found to have advanced osteochondritis, an inflammation that is often linked to repetitive stress placed on a joint. Nemour's surgeon opted to perform bone grafts on her knees "to give her the best chance" to return to a high level, Stephanie Nemour said.



While osteochondritis can be common in gymnasts, and even congenital, the severity of Nemour's condition led the French gymnastics federation to wonder if it had been caused by overtraining, a charge that had arisen before with athletes working with the Chirilcencos.



Cecile Nony, a gymnastics reporter for the French newspaper L'Equipe, said that the couple were known to "push for high difficulty at too young an age." Chirilcenco disputed the accusation: "We train roughly the same number of hours as other French training centers, and we have no more injuries," he said.



The two issues -- Nemour's training location and health -- soon became conflated. When Nemour got the all-clear from her personal doctors to resume training in March 2022, the federation's doctor refused to agree.



Chirilcenco soon lost his position as a national coach. The gym was stripped of its status as a state training center -- losing funding in the process -- and the federation asked the regional authorities to investigate the Chirilcencos and what it charged was their "excessive influence over minor athletes and endangerment of them." After 47 interviews with gymnasts, parents and staff, the inquiry ultimately 
cleared the coaches
.



The idea of competing for Algeria materialized as a way out of the standoff. Nemour's father had an Algerian passport because his parents had been born in the country, and Nemour was entitled to one as well. "I wanted a solution, to avoid spending another year without being allowed to compete," she said.



Algerian gymnastics officials welcomed her. An athlete of Nemour's caliber had the potential to raise the profile of the sport not just in the country but across Africa, which had never earned a world or Olympic medal in women's gymnastics.



France didn't let Nemour go so easily, however. Under international rules, gymnasts must obtain a letter of release from their former federation to compete under a new flag, or face a one-year delay. Only the intervention of the French sports minister last year released her in time to qualify for the 2023 world championships.



There, in October, Nemour won the silver medal on the uneven bars at age 16. She didn't realize what the result meant for African gymnastics, she said, until she started receiving a deluge of messages and interview requests. "It came as a shock," she said. "There was so much support from Algeria that I'm really happy to represent the country."



An Olympic medal would be an ever bigger breakthrough. While the uneven bars offer her most promising chance -- she qualified for the apparatus final with the highest score on Sunday -- Nemour has also recently emerged as an all-around threat: She is the fourth-ranked gymnast entering the final on Thursday.



For France, which has a respected history in gymnastics but rarely features among medal favorites at the Olympics, the loss of an athlete of her ability is incalculable. "With Kaylia, the French team was at least twice as likely to win a team medal at a home Games, aside from her individual potential," said Nony, the sports journalist. (In Sunday's qualification round, France failed to qualify for any women's final.)



With the ordeal behind her, Nemour said that she felt "no heartache" over competing for another country in Paris.



"The Olympics were a goal I had for myself," she said. "Whether it's for France or Algeria, it will still be me, Kaylia, on the floor."




An athlete of Nemour's caliber could raise the profile of her sport across Africa, which has never earned a world or Olympic medal in women's gymnastics.
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After Olympic Triathlons in Seine, Leaders Hail Dual Wins for France



Years of digging pipes and cisterns, and more than $1 billion, were required to make the Seine River clean enough to host the races. Two French athletes won medals.




The men's triathlon took place Wednesday morning after being delayed by a day.




By Catherine Porter


Jul 31, 2024


It was a very, very good day for Paris's mayor, Anne Hidalgo.



A day she had dreamed about for nine years. A day she could gloat about to the critics who had long said it was impossible. A day of blissful sun after the deluge.



After all the mockery and doubts, after delays because of bad water quality induced by rain -- and forecasts for more storms -- the stretch of the Seine designated to host the Olympic triathlons was deemed clean enough for the races on Wednesday morning. A horn sounded, and more than 100 elite athletes dove in before thousands of adoring fans.



And then, as if preordained, the French triathlete Cassandre Beaugrand was the first woman to swim, bike and run her way to the finish line across the Alexandre III Bridge, winning her country another gold. A few hours later, the French triathlete Leo Bergere won a bronze in the men's event, behind Alex Yee of Britain and Hayden Wilde of New Zealand.



"It was the cherry on the cake," Ms. Hidalgo said before a huge, roaring crowd that lined the river and streets to cheer on the athletes, with some spectators stopping her for selfies.




Using the Seine for Olympic events meant "reconquering the river through depollution," Mayor Anne Hidalgo of Paris said years ago.




Just weeks ago, France brimmed with critics and skeptics over its plans for the Olympics and the role the river would play in them. The idea to hold the opening ceremony exposed along the Seine, instead of inside a barricaded stadium, seemed foolhardy, 
particularly in a city scarred by terrorism
. The pharaonic efforts to clean the river's water enough to host not just the triathlon but marathon swimming seemed an expensive fool's errand.



Locals were largely neither impressed nor excited, 
polls
 
revealed
. Many fled the city. For those who stayed, complaining about the 
heavy security protocol
, traffic jams and overflowing subways once the hordes of tourists descended on the city became a competitive pastime.



Just days after the 
soaked opening ceremony
, much of that criticism has evaporated with the rain.



"We are so happy," Caroline Ravier, 42, said as she waited along the road for the triathletes to pass with her two sons, one of whom waved a French flag. "At the beginning, everyone complained, saying it cost too much. But I have the impression now everyone in France agrees it was a good idea."



The idea to hold Olympic events in the Seine was planted in 2015, the year the city kicked off its bid, Ms. Hidalgo said, and would mean "reconquering the river through depollution."



Considered one of the most romantic rivers in the world, the Seine was also classified as among the most polluted with heavy metals.



Swimming in the river had been banned since 1923. The diversity of fish species had plummeted. In 1990, Mayor Jacques Chirac promised to clean the river and swim in it in just three years. That didn't happen. Many expected another empty promise this time.



But the Olympics brought the attention, a deadline and importantly, the $1.5 billion budget to do it. It also offered a chance for a legacy-building achievement; the mayor has promised that Parisians will be able to swim in the Seine next summer in three spots.




"It's incredible. It's magical. In fact, I think it's the most beautiful course we've seen in a long time," Cassandre Beaugrand of France said after winning the women's race.




Focused on preventing damaging bacteria from flowing into the Seine, particularly during storms, the multipronged plan was an engineer's dream wrapped in delicate social outreach. It involved convincing thousands of homeowners upstream from Paris to connect to the sewer system and forcing some 170 houseboat owners who live moored to the riverbanks to install sewage management systems so that their boats would no longer dump toilet water into the river. Performic acid was added to the effluent from an upstream 
Seine-Valenton
 wastewater plant, which treats the wastewater of 2.5 million people, and another treatment for bacteria added to a different plant.



In May, Paris opened a giant underground water-storage tank on the Seine's left bank that can hold 13.2 million gallons of rainwater -- enough to fill 20 Olympic-size pools. It is one of five big engineering projects built to hold rainwater during storms. Previously, rain and wastewater were released into the Seine so as to not overwhelm the city's antique sewer system.



The result has been a big drop in E. coli and intestinal enterococci, two indicator bacteria that can cause illness in humans, often to levels below the threshold set by the European bathing directive.



Still, rainstorms can cause spikes in bacterial levels as dirty water runs off the roads into the river and sewage systems are overloaded, dispelling their water into the river.



And torrents of rain fell on the city during the opening ceremony on Friday and Saturday -- a typical month's worth over 36 hours, authorities said.



The ensuing test results showed bacteria levels above the thresholds acceptable to members of World Triathlon, the governing body of the sport. They canceled familiarization swims in the Seine on two consecutive days, and then postponed the men's triathlon by a day.



If the tests had not come back clear, they could have postponed the swims again. There was even reluctant 
talk of dropping the swim altogether
 and converting the event into a duathlon, which would have been not just a huge disappointment to athletes but also a thick splash of mud in the face of the city and Ms. Hidalgo.



Last night, storms were forecast to pound the city again.



Instead, the storm largely spared the Paris region, the weather office said.



Test results from the most recent samples showed E. coli and intestinal enterococci counts well below the European bathing directive threshold, said Marc Guillaume, the prefect of the Paris region. After a consultation at 3:20 a.m., World Triathlon put out a message on the X platform: "We will swim."



"Sometimes in life you can be lucky," Ms. Hidalgo said. "But I felt confident in all the work we had put into this."




Ms. Hildago and other leaders had already swum in the Seine before the race.




Gathered around the Alexandre III bridge, below which triathletes dove into the water and later picked up their bikes and finally running shoes before speeding off again, the mayor and a panoply of state and Olympic representatives held their own competition of superlatives.



"This should allow French people to regain a deep sense of confidence in their capacity to accomplish their dreams," the country's sports minister, Amelie Oudea-Castera, said.



Tony Estanguet, the head of the organizing committee for these Games, said it was "wonderful and super" and that he was "very, very, very happy."



President Emmanuel Macron of France celebrated the races, 
saying on social media
, "We have achieved in four years what was impossible for 100 years: the Seine is swimmable."



The drizzle stopped, the clouds parted and the sun emerged, burnishing the bridge's gold statues of winged horses and the dome over Napoleon's tomb nearby. The Eiffel Tower rose just down the river, in clear sight.



"It's incredible. It's magical. In fact, I think it's the most beautiful course we've seen in a long time," Beaugrand, 27, told reporters after her win.



When asked what it was like to swim in the Seine, more than a century after swimming there was banned, many athletes mentioned the cool temperatures and the fierce current. They were not worried about the water quality.



"We have swum in much worse water," Beaugrand said, adding that she was sick of the topic.



The mayor, prefect and others already swam in the Seine this month in an attempt to convince Parisians that all their efforts had in fact worked. Now that Olympians have really swum there, they are hoping that the prospect will sink in.



As spectators pulled off their rain jackets and sweated under a beating sun along the edges, waiting to cheer on the athletes, many said that they needed no more convincing, even as 
polls suggest most think otherwise.



As she fanned herself, Loubna Mansouri, 39, said, "We all would love to dive in."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/30/world/olympics/triathlon-seine-paris.html
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Critic's Notebook



Dance Leads the Way as Art Meets Sport at the Cultural Olympiad



A program of arts events shown in conjunction with the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games looks at the relationship between art and sport.




The Olympic Torch Relay at the Place de la Bastille featured dancers from the Paris Opera Ballet and 200 dancers from local schools. 




By Gia Kourlas


Jul 31, 2024


In dance and in sports, there is a common ritual: warming up. As much an art as an activity, it energizes not just the body, but also the mind, speaking less to effort than to surrender. What does it take to get into the zone, that place where the body and mind show up as equals?



Since 2022 France has been warming up -- on a grand scale. Culture, along with sport and education, is a pillar of 
Olympism
, and France has taken that seriously with its Cultural Olympiad, a program of multidisciplinary arts events directed by Dominique Hervieu, a choreographer, an experienced leader in the arts and a former dancer as well.



The thread running through this Olympiad is the connection between sports and art. When do they find symbiosis? When do they diverge? As Hervieu sees it, what binds the Olympic Games is culture, and there, the dance values she embraces play a role: "It's a way to think with your body," she said in an interview in Paris. "To think about society, to think about individuality, to think about space."



In other words, to be aware of yourself in the larger world. The contemporary mandate for including a cultural component with the Games began in 1992 in Barcelona, Hervieu said. But how to integrate it is a choice made by the host city, and Hervieu decided on the sports-art connection.




Dominique Hervieu is the director of the Cultural Olympiad, a vast program of arts events that began in 2022. "We have 2,500 projects, and it's incredible," she said. "It could have been only 500. And everybody would be happy with 500. Me too!"




There are obvious similarities between the two -- the idea of excellence and surpassing oneself -- but Hervieu also wanted to "show that art is not sport and vice versa," she said. "The dimension of physical performance, which is the goal of sport with a view to winning, is not the goal of art. This difference is fundamental, because virtuosity in art is always a means of creating a space for meaning or poetry."



Programming has been robust and will continue throughout the games, although managing it all has been a challenge. "It has been very, very difficult," Hervieu said. "At the beginning, I didn't know how many people would apply. We have 2,500 projects, and it's incredible. It could have been only 500. And everybody would be happy with 500. Me too! But I think it's because of this spirit of the Olympic Games."



Throughout her career, Hervieu has emphasized two areas of the arts that are important to her: creation and democratization. This isn't surprising given that she was previously the artistic director of the Lyon Dance Biennial, where planning the popular 
defile,
 or dance parade, was one of her favorite jobs -- a way to spread the gospel of dance. Because of her background -- and the obvious connections between dance and sport -- the Olympiad's dance programming is particularly plentiful.



"Even when I was a dancer, I spent 25 percent of my time with children, with older people, also, to have this kind of transmission," she said. "I think it's necessary with dance and with all arts for the Cultural Olympiad" to be accessible to a broad audience.



Hervieu engaged the hip-hop choreographer Mourad Merzouki to create an official 
dance of the games
, or la danse des jeux, a simple, participatory work featuring images -- or winks, as Merzouki called them -- from sporting events like boxing and archery.



"The aim was to make a dance that youth, old people, people with disabilities -- everybody -- could participate in," Merzouki said in a video interview. "It's reflecting the image of the Olympics, something that people can share." (During the games, it will be part of the festivities at 
Club France
 in the Grande Halle de la Villette.)



Dance played a part in an 
Olympic torch relay
 earlier this month when the Paris Opera Ballet stars Dorothee Gilbert and Hugo Marchand appeared alongside 35 dancers performing an excerpt from "Swan Lake" at the Place de la Bastille. Hervieu was especially happy about the student component -- more than 200 dancers, diverse in every way -- from local schools, taking a ballet barre there. "Only 12 were from the ballet," she said, referring to the Paris Opera. "The others were dance students and very mixed."



For applicants to be considered for the Cultural Olympiad, their projects had to have a link with sports, they had to be artist-led, and they needed an audience component. They couldn't just, in other words, wallow in the land of process. "It could be small," Hervieu said. "And we had small projects -- very funny, very dedicated."



She cited an exhibition in Marseille exploring the athleticism of animals. "They don't get an award or a medal," she said. "It's very simple. But at the end you learn many things."



The dance performances I saw as part of the Cultural Olympiad -- a drop in the bucket, in light of the immensity of the programming -- in varying ways highlighted the intelligence of the body while showing how dance must embrace spontaneity to push aside the self-conscious self. This was the case, most profoundly, at the Pantheon in "Mobius Morphosis" by the French-Algerian choreographer Rachid Ouramdane who harnessed the physical prowess of acrobats from Compagnie XY, the innocence of young singers from the Choir School of Radio France and the lithe, luminous dancers of the Lyon Opera Ballet.



The cast members flowed through the air like flocks of birds -- running, flipping, flying, as they gradually transformed, their sheer power giving way to a more poetic and almost unnerving display of vulnerability. It was, Hervieu said, an instance of Olympic values -- friendship, generosity -- being transformed into art.



Saido Lehlouh's "Apaches," featuring dancers from the Paris Opera Ballet and from the world of hip-hop and beyond, was an exploration of Hervieu's other aim: democratization. Here, just as important as who was onstage was the stage itself, the Palais Garnier, the home of classical dance in Paris. In just an hour, Lehlouh dismantled notions of aesthetic hierarchy by putting street dance on an equal footing with ballet. He made it clear that there are no winners or losers in dance.




Compagnie XY rehearsing Rachid Ouramdane's "Mobius Morphosis" at the Pantheon.




Breaking is a new sport at the Olympics this year; in one week of Cultural Olympiad programming just before the games began, Hervieu intriguingly showed different aspects of the art form -- including "Apaches"; "Hip-Hop 360 Show"; and a staged battle between B-boys and B-girls at the 
Olympia
 theater.



"All these things are the world of breaking," Hervieu said. "I think there is no danger in France that people are focused only on breaking as sport. This diversity is really why France is rich."



In the battle at the Olympia presented by RStyle, the organization of the hip-hop pioneer Francois Gautret, four illustrators from the Angouleme International Comics Festival drew the performers in real time to create, essentially, a live comic strip that was projected over the stage.



But the real jubilance came from the dancers, notably 
Campanita
, the victorious B-girl who danced with force and fire but also understood that the spirit of a battle isn't competition but generosity.



"The sport part is where athletes are showing they are the best," Gautret said. "It's all the competition spirit. But in culture we are talking more about exchanges, sharing with people." What wins in a dance work? Imagination and individuality.



RStyle -- the "R" refers to Riquet, in the 19th Arrondissement, where Gautret grew up dancing -- also presented his more extravagant production, the cinematic, three-part "Hip-Hop 360 Show" at the Theatre du Chatelet. It looked at hip-hop's 50-year history and featured three choreographers, including Lehlouh, whose starkly poetic section was a dreamlike rendering of the body as a retainer of emotion.



Now, with the games in full swing, programming continues outdoors: There are performances at the 
Parc des Champions
, where Olympic athletes will be celebrated, and a 
block party
 hosted by RStyle. On alternate days, there will be a vogue ball by Vinii Revlon as well as a performance by Merzouki featuring breakers, stilt-walkers and BMX. And there is also a mini-spectacle of classical and electro dance for 40 performers by the celebrated choreographer Angelin Preljocaj.



"It's a kind of defile," Preljocaj said, "It's like walking on the street and dancing, which is completely different than being onstage. In this case, the dramaturgy is completely pushing out. It's a completely different art in terms of the sensation of the dancer."



It's a homage to the Olympic Games and to the joy of moving -- no matter if it's dance or sport. "I deeply believe in the wellness of the sport on the body and on the mind," Preljocaj said. "I know if you move your body, if you invest with your body, your brain also grows. It gives you a kind of sweetness and joy."
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Rage and Fury Make These Diabolical Games Easy to Watch



One slip-up is devastating in Chained Together, The Game of Sisyphus and A Difficult Game About Climbing. That's what makes them so compelling on livestreams.




"I felt myself feeling their pain, and I didn't want them to fall anymore," the creator of A Difficult Game About Climbing said about watching people play.




By Kieran Press-Reynolds


Jul 19, 2024


A swarm of new video games is channeling anxiety as an aesthetic.



A Difficult Game About Climbing asks players to claw their way up treacherous rock walls. Chained Together tethers people to their friends and forces them to ascend a world littered with deadly obstacles. The Game of Sisyphus, named quite appropriately after the Greek myth, requires participants to roll boulders up a hill for what feels like forever.



In this emerging genre, all it takes is one slip for the boulder to careen away or the player to be flung to the bottom of the screen, forcing a restart of the grueling climb.



Yet these games have gone mega-popular, producing a deluge of YouTube videos and becoming a favorite among Twitch livestreamers. They are addictive yet agonizing. It goes beyond rage -- this is a new level of 
fury-bait that verges on masochism
.



Brandon Loreti, a YouTuber known as The Frustrated Gamer who has made videos playing A Difficult Game About Climbing, said the indie smash was so tough that it made him physically sick. He spent more than two hours failing to conquer one devious jump.



"The room was spinning because I was staring so closely to the screen," Loreti said. "I felt like I was getting nauseous."



Loreti says these infuriating games are so thrilling to watch because every micromovement feels incredibly consequential.



"The stakes are so high, especially the farther you make it into the game," Loreti said. "A streamer whose video could be hours long, one little misclick and they could wipe out all of their progress."



This ascendant genre can be traced back to Getting Over It With Bennett Foddy, a harrowing climbing platformer that was released in 2017 and 
included in a recent Museum of Modern Art exhibition
 on video games and interactive design. Foddy's hit was itself inspired by 
Sexy Hiking
, a little-known, glitch-ridden game from 2002.



"I created this game for a certain kind of person," Foddy says on the Steam description for Getting Over It, where players classify it as psychological horror. "To hurt them."




Getting Over It With Bennett Foddy, a harrowing climbing platformer from 2017, was included in an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art.




Pontus Albrecht, the 35-year-old Swedish creator of A Difficult Game About Climbing, said he was inspired by Foddy's "rage" theme but did not want his game to be purely aggravating. He used a realistic physics engine to allow for more strategy in the way players can traverse the terrain.



It can be difficult to market games as a solo developer, and Albrecht said he had known it was crucial to create something that would elicit deliriously intense reactions -- and inspire content creators to post about it online. A Difficult Game About Climbing is perfect for streaming because it is exceedingly simple: A man tries to scale a very tall and mossy mountain.



"You have to think about, 'How watchable is it? How easy is it for someone to understand at a moment's glance?'" Albrecht said.



Although some designers pay influencers to play their games for launch-day publicity, Albrecht said he did not. Even so, a slew of popular gamers like 
Markiplier
 and 
Ludwig Ahgren
 tested it out, amassing millions of views. Influencers also helped other death-journey titles like Jump King and ALTF4.



Albrecht said that watching influencers fail at his game had been as anguish-inducing as it was to play.



"I felt myself feeling their pain, and I didn't want them to fall anymore," he said. "I felt bad for making the game as punishing as it was in some areas."




Chained Together tethers people to their friends and forces them to ascend a world littered with deadly obstacles. 




While these games look simple and straightforward from afar, they have spawned a wild array of internet content.



Outrage compilations
 show gamers howling and smashing their hardware after dramatic collapses. TikTok clips feature earsplitting screams and declare that 
games like Chained Together end friendships
. Veteran players have also discovered canny shortcuts, mastering mechanics so 
they can win in a matter of minutes
.



Loreti said games in the genre were successful when they were optimally balanced to be arduous but not torturous to the point where most people stop playing.



"You're able to make progress, you're able to believe that you can make it to the top," he said. "But at the same time, it's so difficult."



For Albrecht, the drama of a near-impossible climb offers an allegory of real life.



"It's an endless struggle with no end in sight," he said. "When the struggle is over, well, the next generation does it all over again, and again and again and again."



Some players have ultimately accepted defeat. Loreti said he was done with A Difficult Game About Climbing after the nausea episode, and Albrecht's wife, one of his early playtesters, had also set it aside.



"I don't think she even reached the Jungle, which is the second area of the game," Albrecht said, laughing. "She is committed to beating the game one day."
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Creator of 'Baby Reindeer' Calls Show 'Emotionally True' but 'Fictionalized'



Richard Gadd, the show's creator, said in a court filing that Fiona Harvey, who is suing Netflix for defamation, harassed him in real life but that the show is a dramatic retelling.




Richard Gadd said that his series "Baby Reindeer" was a fictionalized account of real experiences. He appeared in a scene with Jessica Gunning. 




By Matt Stevens


Jul 30, 2024


After Netflix was sued by a woman who claimed that she inspired the stalker character on the hit series "Baby Reindeer," the show's creator, Richard Gadd, said in court papers filed Monday that he had been stalked by the woman in real life but that the series was a "fictionalized retelling."



In a declaration filed in federal court in Los Angeles, Mr. Gadd said that the woman, Fiona Harvey, harassed him in many of the same ways the character Martha stalks Mr. Gadd's character, Donny, on "Baby Reindeer," which claims to be "a true story."



Mr. Gadd said that in real life, Ms. Harvey visited him constantly at the bar where he worked and sent him "thousands of emails, hundreds of voicemails, and a number of handwritten letters," some which were sexually explicit or threatening. But he also argued that "Baby Reindeer" is "a dramatic work."



"It is not a documentary or an attempt at realism," Mr. Gadd wrote in the filing. "While the Series is based on my life and real-life events and is, at its core, emotionally true, it is not a beat-by-beat recounting of the events and emotions I experienced as they transpired. It is fictionalized, and is not intended to portray actual facts."



Mr. Gadd gave his declaration in support of a motion filed by Netflix seeking to dismiss 
the defamation lawsuit Ms. Harvey filed last month
.



Ms. Harvey claimed in the suit that the character Martha was based on her, and that the series defamed her by portraying the character as a convicted stalker who at one point sexually assaults the character played by Mr. Gadd. In her lawsuit, Ms. Harvey said she had never been convicted of a crime and had never sexually assaulted Mr. Gadd.



Ms. Harvey's lawsuit calls particular attention to a statement that appears onscreen at the beginning of "Baby Reindeer": "This is a true story." That statement, her lawsuit claims, is "the biggest lie in television history." (The show's credits state: "This program is based on real events: However certain characters, names, incidents, locations, and dialogue have been fictionalized for dramatic purposes.")




Fiona Harvey, left, told Piers Morgan that she had inspired the stalker character on "Baby Reindeer" but that much of the show was untrue. 




A lawyer for Ms. Harvey, Richard A. Roth, said, "Netflix's motion ties itself in knots."



"Netflix and Richard Gadd indisputably admit 'Baby Reindeer' is not a true story -- the very essence of Ms. Harvey's claims," he said in a statement to The New York Times. "After asserting -- under oath -- that 'Martha' is not Fiona Harvey, it then engages in more attacks of Ms. Harvey, allegations that are irrelevant and have nothing to do with the litigation or the 'true story' of 'Baby Reindeer.'"



In his court documents, Mr. Gadd describes growing fearful of Ms. Harvey and losing sleep over the "exhausting and extremely upsetting" ordeal. He describes confrontations in which he said Ms. Harvey threated him and includes numerous quotations from emails he said Ms. Harvey sent him, some of which included racist and homophobic language.



The 21-page declaration does not suggest Ms. Harvey was a convicted stalker, but Mr. Gadd says that he was fearful enough that he went to the police. Nor does the filing suggest that Ms. Harvey sexually assaulted him in the way the Martha character assaults Donny on the show. But Mr. Gadd describes one "particularly intense period of time when Harvey often attempted to touch me in inappropriate (and sometimes sexual) ways" including pinching and touching "various parts of my body, including my bum."



"The series is not a documentary representing literally true details and imagery," Mr. Gadd wrote in his declaration. "It is a fictionalized retelling of my emotional journey through several extremely traumatic real experiences."



"I did not write the series as a representation of actual facts about any real person, including Fiona Harvey," he added. "Harvey is never mentioned in the series."



Before filing her lawsuit, Ms. Harvey went 
public with her complaints
 about "Baby Reindeer," airing them in an hourlong interview on YouTube with the television personality Piers Morgan.



In its own court filings, Netflix argues that "Baby Reindeer" is "a skillful exploration of sexual identity, sexual abuse, harassment and stalking," notes that "it was Harvey who thrust herself into the spotlight and identified herself as the supposed inspiration for Martha" and argues that Ms. Harvey's claims "are a baseless attack on Netflix's exercise of free speech."



The company's court papers call on the court to "strike Harvey's complaint in its entirety."



In an 
interview with The New York Times earlier this month
, Jessica Gunning, who played the Martha character in the show, declined to comment on the lawsuit.



But she said that while she was aware that much of Mr. Gadd's work "touched on real life experience," she said, "I'm playing the character of Martha, so I'm not doing an interpretation of anybody."



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Review: In 'Pamela Palmer,' a Blonde, a Gumshoe and an Existential Mystery



David Ives's new play at the Williamstown Theater Festival is less a whodunit than a who done what.




Tina Benko and Clark Gregg in "Pamela Palmer," a play on the cliches of the country house mystery, as filtered through film noir and the playwright's own restless intellect.




By Jesse Green


Jul 31, 2024


This Pamela Palmer dame. Elegant blonde in powder blue and pearls. Nose way up in the air and legs way down to the ground. Lives in Connecticut in a house called Wishwood, with a rich husband in the study, two Degas ballerinas in the salon and an existential problem everywhere else.



The problem is: She doesn't know what the problem is. She thinks she's done something inexcusable but can't remember what. Whenever she grabs a sliver of recall, it melts in her mind like deja vu.



Same with "Pamela Palmer," the play named for her, 
running through Aug. 10 at the Williamstown Theater Festival
. It's smart, elusive and trapped in its own construction.



The author being David Ives, creator of plots that can make you plotz, the construction is exceedingly clever. Seeking an explanation for her dread, Pamela (Tina Benko) begs a private detective, who goes by Jack Skelton, to pay a call at Wishwood. Jack (Clark Gregg) detects nothing, diagnosing Pamela as "a saint with memory issues." In the process, he falls for her like a lead sinker on a flimsy line.



Indeed, "Pamela Palmer" abounds with flimsy lines, labored and unlikely, pulpy as overripe peaches.



"Name your price," Pamela says. "I'll pay it."



"Isn't pain what married people eat for breakfast?" Jack asks.



That's all deliberate: Among the things Ives is playing with here are the cliches of the country house mystery, as filtered through film noir and his own restless intellect. Jack, despite his hard-bitten exterior and gumshoe patois, speaks French perfectly and name-checks T.S. Eliot -- perhaps as payback for the play's debt to Eliot's "The Family Reunion."



Pamela's disguise runs in the other direction. She's from Akron, with an ungrammatical mother (Becky Ann Baker) to prove it.



If this makes you think it ought to be fun, well, it ought to be. After Pamela sends Jack packing, she falls into a funk. When her husband (Max Gordon Moore) calls him back to investigate the cause of her depression, Pamela perks up and proves more receptive. As it must, a gun speaks its line. It's deja vu all over again.



I admire the way the play matches its style to its shape, or vice versa. Both feature a difficult new dramatic-gymnastic move we might as well call the Ives, in which cliches are forced to do calisthenics to rise above themselves as the plot likewise pretzels. Even Pamela Palmer's name is a contortion, nearly achieving an anagram.



Ives's earlier works show him to be an expert at language that expresses form, whatever the provenance. In his adaptations of 17th- and 18th-century French comedies, he makes words sparkle and pivot like the waggish stories. (
In "The Metromaniacs"
 he rhymes "Brittany" and "kitteny.") 
For "Venus in Fur,"
 his take on Leopold von Sacher-Masoch's erotic drama, he enclasps the original play in a new one. And in 
his book for "Here We Are,"
 Sondheim's final musical, he makes dialogue sing in the place of unwritten songs.



But in trying to revive the detective genre, which otherwise seems to be moribund onstage, Ives has come up against a case he can't quite solve. Waiting for an explicit crime, there is no explicit drama, leaving "Pamela Palmer" to pace and procrastinate. The wit, however grand, is filler.



This puts unusual burdens on the cast, which under the direction of Ives's frequent collaborator Walter Bobbie does not quite meet them. Leaning into the genre's stereotypes -- Benko especially relies on angular poses and melodramatic line readings -- may have seemed necessary to establish the satirical context but is not helpful as the play considers graver questions of responsibility and faith. The result is paradoxical: a deep feeling of artificiality.



In years past, a Williamstown premiere was a great way for playwrights and directors to see what needed work before an outing elsewhere; I trust that Ives and Bobbie will take advantage of that benefit. Williamstown also traditionally offered artists and audiences an ace physical production, often built on the labor of underpaid underlings -- but what isn't?



I'm sorry "Pamela Palmer" doesn't get that kind of production; the festival's 
tumultuous reorganization
 and 
financial woes
 have not permitted it the sumptuous environment it needs. It is being staged in neither of the usual proscenium theaters here but in an adjunct space with a thrust stage that lends itself only to minimal scenery and makes it hard to light the actors well without lighting the audience too. The costumes seem cursory. On a Saturday afternoon that in previous years might be bustling with 800 playgoers attending either of two plays, "Pamela Palmer," the only one showing, drew an audience of about 130.



So be it. It's hard to fault the festival for 
responding substantively
 to critiques of institutional racism and unfair pay. And perhaps renewed budgets, audiences and repertoire will eventually prove reinvigorating. But even if not, we can't wish change away. Unlike Pamela Palmer, we know what the problem was.



Pamela Palmer
Through Aug. 10 at the Williamstown Theater Festival, Williamstown, Mass.; 
wtfestival.org
. Running time: 1 hour 25 minutes.
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Critic's Notebook



In Chicago, 3 Shows That Keep the Audience in Mind and Engaged



Musical adaptations of "Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil" and "The Lord of the Rings" as well as a new Samuel D. Hunter play were on our critic's itinerary.




J. Harrison Ghee, center, as the Lady Chablis in a musical adaptation of "Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil" at the Goodman Theater in Chicago.




By Elisabeth Vincentelli


Jul 31, 2024


The musical adaptation of "Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil" that's playing at the Goodman Theater incorporates quite a bit of crowd work. In a final coup de theatre that felt both radical and exhilarating, a character leads theatergoers in a communal use of their Playbills.



While the three shows I saw during a recent weekend trip to Chicago were wildly different from one another, my mind kept returning to their relationship with their respective audience. Seeing 
"Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil"
 first set me off on that train of thought.



Based on John Berendt's best-selling retelling of a true crime in 1980s Savannah, Ga., the musical, which is running through Aug. 11, has edited out some colorful figures (goodbye, Joe Odom) and condensed the events (the legal wranglings taking up a good chunk of Berendt's book whiz by in a few minutes). But the biggest move is a bold change in perspective for the show, which has a book by Taylor Mac and a score by Jason Robert Brown.



Berendt's omnipresent chronicler is now us, the theatergoers, whom the characters often address directly from the stage. This will particularly resonate with those familiar with Mac's way of integrating the audience into a narrative (as Mac did most notably with the 2016 epic 
"A 24-Decade History of Popular Music"
). Another key Mac preoccupation is the haunting of America by its past, something particularly relevant when it comes to Savannah's self-mythologizing of its lineage. "Get out of my head, dirty demons of historical pain!" the Lady Chablis (
J. Harrison Ghee
, a Tony Award winner for "Some Like It Hot") says at one point. She's referring to her own history, but it's hard not to hear a wider reference.



Chablis, an exuberant entertainer and insuppressible life force, has moved from the book's periphery to the show's center, and Ghee's performance, languid yet sharply angled, is a delight. The nightclub number "Let There Be Light" could use a little more voltage, but then the director Rob Ashford and the choreographer Tanya Birl-Torres are overall too timid in the splashier scenes.



The show's other focal point is Jim Williams (Tom Hewitt), the wealthy antique dealer and furniture restorer who kills his younger lover, Danny Hansford (Austin Colby). In effect, Mac's book is structured around two ways of being queer in the South 40 years ago. The outsider Chablis is Savannah's very own Puck, spreading joyful bedlam and ladling out truths; Jim is both accepted and resented by the city's elite -- personified by the Ladies Preservation League, led by Emma Dawes (Sierra Boggess, revealing previously underused comedic chops).



The juxtaposition of those two strains is not always smooth, especially since Brown's jazz-inflected score is closer to his lesser one for "Honeymoon in Vegas" than to his superb one for "The Bridges of Madison County." Yet the show is as intriguing as it is unwieldy, and so close to working.




Spencer Davis Milford, center, as Frodo Baggins in "The Lord of the Rings: A Musical Tale," at Chicago Shakespeare Theater. 




The audience also factors into 
"The Lord of the Rings: A Musical Tale,"
 which is at Chicago Shakespeare Theater through Sept. 1. Anticipating active cosplay, the visitors' guide specifies that "although Hobbits don't wear shoes, we ask that all our patrons do!" (The show's hobbits actually wear sandals.) While I did not see much audience costuming besides the occasional cape and elf ears, Paul Hart's production does use the auditorium's nooks and crannies to immerse theatergoers into the plot.



While Peter Jackson needed three very long movies to tell J.R.R. Tolkien's saga, here the book writers Shaun McKenna and Matthew Warchus have just a little over three hours, so naturally there is a lot of pruning. This makes the story tough to follow if you aren't already familiar with it, but the audience could fill in the blanks. (A shout-out to Tom Bombadil was greeted with a hearty laugh.)



The musical's first iteration premiered in 2006 in Toronto ("very expensive, largely incomprehensible," 
Ben Brantley wrote
 in The New York Times) and moved to the West End in 2007. It was retooled last year for the small Watermill Theater, in Berkshire, and it's a version of that production that's now in Chicago.



As it turned out, going small and allusive was the way to tackle Tolkien's enormous canvas, since you can't render those large-scale episodes onstage anyway. Generally the action scenes and even the musical numbers -- which are driven (or not) by the folk-inflected score by A.R. Rahman, Varttina and Christopher Nightingale -- are less effective than when the show simply lets the main characters interact with one another. Spencer Davis Milford, for example, is an affecting Frodo Baggins, and Tony Bozzuto gives an impressively athletic performance as Gollum, appropriately toggling between creepy and darkly funny.



This also applied to the design. The best part of Simon Kenny's set is a relatively simple design that, aided by Rory Beaton's lighting and George Reeve's projections, can go from looking like a wood knot to the Eye of Sauron to an evocation of the erupting Mount Doom.



Audience expectations of a very different sort were swirling at Steppenwolf Theater: At long last, Laurie Metcalf, a local hero, was back. Would her connection to her old stamping grounds still be there?




Laurie Metcalf and Micah Stock in Steppenwolf Theater's production of Samuel D. Hunter's "Little Bear Ridge Road."




The new play 
"Little Bear Ridge Road,"
 running through Aug. 4, centers on two main characters, but Metcalf alone is on the poster. It's easy to understand why: After a 14-year absence, she has returned to the influential company whose ensemble she 
joined in 1976
.



Metcalf is considered one of the 
brightest lights of the American stage
, and she is, indeed, extraordinary as the gruff Sarah, a nurse who is reunited with her equally gruff nephew, Ethan (Micah Stock, a 
Tony nominee in 2015 for "It's Only a Play"
). The actress and her character are so intimately connected that it is impossible to detect any seams. If Sarah feels tailor-made for Metcalf it's because she was: After the actress and the director Joe Mantello, a longtime collaborator, expressed interest in doing a show together in Chicago, Steppenwolf commissioned Samuel D. Hunter ("The Whale," "Greater Clements") to write one. It's a wonderful throwback to the days of custom writing for a star, though in this case Hunter has created much more than a mere vehicle.



Like 
most of his stories
, "Little Bear Ridge Road" is set in a hardscrabble small town in Idaho. Ethan left, only to flounder in Seattle and be drawn back to sell his late father's house. His and Sarah's brusque, often impatient tone barely conceals their mutual affection. Metcalf and Stock are especially good at drawing laughs from lines whose sting hits with the tiniest of delays. "All this time you've thought I had an issue with you being 
gay
?" Sarah tells Ethan. "That's the most interesting thing about you."



The show has too many riches to explore in this space, so let's just say that some of the funniest scenes involve the characters bonding over the TV shows they watch together. Delighting in those moments, I realized how little theater deals with our relationship with television. Hunter exposes how we comb through TV's fabricated stories (and "reality") to avoid directly bringing up what we actually go through. But he also underlines how that process can help us express what's on our mind. In any case, "Little Bear Ridge Road" is an emotionally potent reminder that we are not passive audiences.
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Are These Real Plotlines From 'And Just Like That'?



This week, mysterious neon fliers began to appear around Brooklyn and Manhattan.



At first glance, they looked like the standard filming notices that are often taped up in New York to inform passers-by that they could end up in the background of a "Law & Order" episode.



These notices appeared to be for "
And Just Like That ...
," HBO's fever dream of a follow-up to "Sex and the City." But upon closer inspection, they advertised plot lines even more ludicrous than 
the ones that have appeared on the show
.



"Project details: At brunch with the girls, Carrie reveals that she is Garfield the cat," one reads.



Another: "Carrie goes on a bad date with Mr. Bean (the character) and then accidentally sends him a nude."



The posters' provenance was unknown and, to many online, vexing. People who spotted them circulated snapshots on X along with various theories: Was this a surprisingly edgy stunt by HBO to promote the show's 
third season
? A prank by 
Kim Cattrall
, who played Samantha in "Sex and the City" but did not return for the reboot?



After a week of swirling rumors, the prankster behind the posters finally revealed herself in an interview on Wednesday afternoon. The faux filming notices were created by Kat Thek, a writer in Brooklyn who has done intermittent, 
mischievous public art projects
.



Ms. Thek, 37, said she had always appreciated the vague tidbits of information included on the filming notices she often spots around New York. She started making her own fantastical "And Just Like That ..." posters using Google Slides last week as "a little treat" for herself.



"I was sort of surprised that it became a hunt," she said.



Ms. Thek's artistic high jinks go back about a decade. For one of her earliest projects, in 2016, she hung posters in the New York Botanical Garden suggesting that its 
corpse flowers were covering up the scent
 of actual dead bodies. The garden's staff had to debunk the fliers online: "An artist has taken some 'liberties' with our logo," 
read a post
 from the garden's official Twitter account, referring to the artist as the "
Botanical Banksy
."



In 2019, she handed out T-shirts printed up with a misspelling of certain popular sitcom. ("Freinds.")



Last week, she tried making filming notices for the TV show "Young Sheldon" and for an imaginary "Spider-Man 4" movie, but neither got her creative juices flowing like the far-fetched possibilities permitted by the characters on "Sex and the City," of which she said she was a lifelong fan.



"It's almost like how Marvel has their cinematic universe, I feel like this is my 'Sex and the City' cinematic universe," she said. "Anything could happen." (Another example: "Carrie gets a face tattoo.")



So far, Ms. Thek has hung up more than 100 of the multicolored fliers in Gramercy Park, the West Village, Lower Manhattan and the Clinton Hill neighborhood of Brooklyn. "I got caught hanging up one that was especially unhinged, and somebody stopped me and asked if it was a union job," she said. She responded that she did not know. "They were like, 'Ugh,' and stormed away."




Ms. Thek said she was a longtime fan of "Sex and the City," which she considers a "cinematic universe" with unlimited possibilities.




Fans online have seemed receptive to her made-up plot lines. A 
post on X
 rounding up some of the signs has been viewed more than two million times. ("From what I hear that would be better than the actual show," 
one commenter responded
.)



Cynthia Nixon, who plays Miranda Hobbes in "Sex and the City" and "And Just Like That ..." posted two of the signs to her Instagram story with three crying-laughing emojis.



However unlikely the scenario, Ms. Thek was hesitant to shut down the speculation that she had made the signs in cahoots with HBO. "I want to live in a world where that is possible," she said.



HBO did not respond to a request for comment, but Ms. Thek eagerly awaits the network's feedback. She said it would be an honor to receive a stern letter commanding her to remove the signs.



"A cease-and-desist from HBO would look great in my bathroom," she said.
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T's monthly travel series, 
Flocking To
, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. 
Sign up here
 to find us in your inbox once a month, and to receive our weekly T List newsletter. Have a question? You can always reach us at 
tlist@nytimes.com
.



Before Australia's East Coast burnished its reputation as a haven of sun, sand and sea, it was the temperate climate of Tasmania, the country's largest island, that lured visitors from across the British Empire. Sometimes called the "sanitarium of the south," it was noted for its salubrious climes, which were considered an antidote to havoc wrought on delicate constitutions by tours in the equatorial colonies. Some two centuries later, the heart-shaped landmass 150 miles off the mainland's southeast coast is still seen as a place of invigorating isolation.



Roughly the same size as West Virginia, with a population of just over half a million, Tasmania is a patchwork of pastures and wilderness surrounded by rugged coastlines and windswept bays. About 50 percent of the island is protected from development; nearly a quarter is World Heritage listed.



The island's antipodean charms and 
violent history
 have long captured the imagination of artists. William Charles Piguenit, born a convict's son in Hobart, the Tasmanian capital, in 1836, saw his depictions of the island's landscape shown in Paris and London around the turn of the 20th century and is widely regarded as one of Australia's first artists of note. Throughout the 20th century, fine art continued to flourish in Tasmania. The Polish sculptor Ewa Pachucka and the Czech painter Tom Samek were among a slew of international and interstate artists who took up residence there.



In recent decades, a new wave of creative professionals have descended on the remote island. In its West Coast region, Queenstown, a former mining town of fewer than 2,000 residents, has become an unlikely hub for artists and home to the Unconformity, a biennial contemporary arts festival. But it was the improbable addition of 
MONA
 (the Museum of Old and New Art), which opened in Hobart in 2011, that cemented the island's credibility as an international art destination. The brainchild of David Walsh, a prodigious professional gambler and irreverent art collector who grew up in the nearby suburb of Glenorchy, this concrete and steel bastion on the banks of the Derwent River currently contains more than 450 antiquities and avant-garde artworks.



Here we ask four locals for their tips on how to make the most of a sojourn to the real deep south.



The Insiders








Originally from New Zealand, the chef 
Analiese Gregory
 cooked at Le Meurice in Paris and Quay in Sydney before moving to Tasmania in 2017. She plans to open a 10-seat restaurant on her property in the island's Huon Valley later this year.








A native Tasmanian, 
Jane Haley
 is the C.E.O. of 
Design Tasmania
, an exhibition center and organization that has been championing local designers and makers for nearly 50 years.








The architect 
Lara Maeseele
, originally from Belgium,
 
moved to Hobart in 2012, where she works as an associate at Tanner Architects.








The American musician 
Brian Ritchie
, the
 
bassist for the alternative-rock band Violent Femmes, moved to Hobart in 2007. He served as the artistic director of Mona Foma (Museum of Old and New Art Festival of Music and Art) from its inception in 2009 through its final edition, held earlier this year.



Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep




Saffire Freycinet, a resort just outside Freycinet National Park, overlooks Great Oyster Bay.




"
Stillwater Seven
 [in Launceston] is a collection of luxurious suites in a redeveloped flour mill. It sits on the banks of the Tamar River and is right next to the Cataract Gorge, which is an extraordinary natural wilderness in the heart of the city. It's contemporary and moody, and the restaurant is fantastic. In advance of your visit, they'll ask about your favorite music and drinks, so when you arrive at your suite you'll be greeted with an appropriate playlist and your preferred tipple." 
(Rooms from about $270 a night) 
-- 
Jane Haley



"The rooms at 
MACq 01
 [in Hobart] are really calming -- they make you want to cozy up for a snooze and then have a little pre-dinner cocktail. The hotel bar downstairs is like a museum, finished with Tasmanian timbers and glass cabinets full of fossils and artifacts. Hobart is a port city, and [from the bar] you can look out onto the waterfront and see working crayfish boats with all the pots on them." 
(Rooms from about $200 a night)
 -- 
Analiese Gregory



"My wife and I sometimes go to 
Saffire Freycinet
 after we finish a festival or to celebrate an anniversary. It's one of our special getaway spots. The cuisine is excellent and you can eat and drink as much as you like. There are spa treatments and boats that can deposit you on a nearby island to explore. 
Wineglass Bay
 [about six miles south of Saffire Freycinet in Freycinet National Park] is one of the most famous spots in Tassie and with good reason: It's incredibly beautiful." 
(From about $1,900 a night, including meals)
 -- 
Brian Ritchie



"The 
Moss Hotel
 has lovely interiors. It strikes a perfect balance between the historic architecture of Hobart and really soft, timeless new finishes."
 (Rooms from about $150 a night)
 -- 
Lara Maeseele



Eat and Drink




Ogee in Hobart takes its cues from classic European bistros.




"
Ogee
 is a new wine bar from the Hobart hospitality stalwart Matt Breen, who opened 
Templo
 and 
Sonny
. It's loosely French and Italian, cozy and warming, with great food -- the perfect neighborhood spot. They make a good dirty martini and a solid negroni." -- 
A.G.



"
Stillwater
 in Launceston is one of the best restaurants in Tasmania. I've been going there since it opened [in 2000]. It was one of the first of a genre that I guess is called Mod-Oz. They continue to make incredible use of the Tasmanian produce, like the quail, the oysters, the lobster, the squid. It's laid back, not very formal, with views of the river." -- 
B.R.



"
Wide Awake Coffee
 does the best coffee in Hobart. I just love how Australians make coffee. When I go back to Europe, to be honest, it's often a disappointment." -- 
L.M.



"I remember going to 
Stelo at Pierre's
 in the center of Launceston as a little girl when it was just Pierre's. [Stelo restaurant took up residence at Pierre's in 2020.] I'd go there to have a chocolate royal -- basically a fancy iced chocolate with all the trimmings. These days I'm more likely to order homemade pasta and a glass of pinot. They also own a little bar right next door with a brilliant list of Tasmanian wines, gins and whiskeys. The 
Agrarian Kitchen
 in New Norfolk [half an hour from Hobart] is a remarkable experience. The ingredients for the degustation-style menu are sourced from their walled gardens, local fisheries, farmers and producers. They also have the Kiosk, which serves sweet and savory treats to be enjoyed on the picnic tables or rugs on the lawns." -- 
J.H.



Shop




Left: the Drill Hall Emporium, in New Norfolk, specializes in antiques from around the world. Right: the Maker, a homewares and clothing shop in Hobart, sells vintage items from Japan as well as locally designed pieces.




"I'm a patriotic Hobartian, so I go to the downtown shopping area. The home goods and clothing store 
the Maker
 designs its own stuff and also imports things from Japan. That's probably the place where I get the most clothes." -- 
B.R.



"There are lots of little [thrift] shops all over Tasmania. For vintage clothing [in Hobart], 
the Finders
 is one of my favorites, as is 
Goodbyes
. I always walk out with something." -- 
L.M.



"In New Norfolk there's a family with three shops. One's called the 
Drill Hall Emporium
, which is an antiques store [selling] a lot of stuff they've brought back from France. Next door is 
Miss Arthur
, which is full of niche homewares: everything from Opinel knives to brass pepper grinders from Greece to Japanese incense. They also have a stationery store, [
Flywheel
], where I spend too much money on things I didn't know I needed." -- 
A.G.



Take Home




Mark Gilbert, in Hobart, makes guitars out of blackheart sassafras and other Tasmanian woods.




"There's a Tamar Valley vineyard called 
Delamere
. It's a family enterprise, with all the growing, production and bottling done on-site, and their pinot noir is a top-notch drop." -- 
J.H.



"
Heartwood Malt Whisky
 gets its whiskey from distilleries all over, but its magic is in aging the whiskey in barrels for the right amount of time and shifting from one barrel to the other. There's a lot of alchemy involved. Also, anything made of endemic Tasmanian wood is worth taking home. Huon pine especially. I had a guitar made of native sassafras and other Tasmanian timbers by a guy named 
Mark Gilbert
 that played incredibly." -- 
B.R.



"
Mongrel Socks
 makes beautiful merino socks. I get mine from the 
Salamanca Market
 in Hobart; the company's baby socks are adorable too." -- 
L.M.



"The owner and distiller of 
Belgrove Distillery
 built his own malting machine out of a [laundry] dryer. He rigged it with sprinklers so that it would warm and tumble the grain and wet it at the same time. He grows his own rye and grains." -- 
A.G.



Explore




Left: Elsewhere, a mobile sauna, parked at Spring Bay Mill. Right: handmade tiles line part of the sauna. 




"The 
Tasting Trail
, in northwest Tasmania, is a self-drive food and wine adventure that includes more than 40 producers of wine, cheese, beer, chocolate and spirits. It winds through the rolling agricultural landscape of the North West coast. You can grab a map and do it any time of year, but during the last weekend of April all the producers put on special events." -- 
J.H.



"Tassie is about exploring the outdoors. Winter is an amazing time to do that: Embrace the cold. My favorite day trip is 
Bruny Island
. You see quolls [nocturnal marsupials] there, which are endangered, but at Bruny they're everywhere. On an evening walk, they'll scatter around you." -- 
L.M.



"Over the past year or so, a wild sauna culture has popped up in Tasmania. I can think of about five saunas right now in very odd, out-of-the-way places. My favorite is 
Elsewhere
 [a retrofitted box trailer] made by two women, Selena and Nanna. Nanna is a Finnish ceramist and they handmade all the tiles." -- 
A.G.



"The South West wilderness is one of the most forbidding places in the world. It's mainly accessible by plane or helicopter, or you can hike around the coast. There's a glamping area [
Southwest Wilderness Camp
]you can stay at, but it's far from touristy." -- 
B.R.



Practical Matters




Goat's Beach, a surf spot in southern Tasmania.




"The surfing in Tassie is really good. I go to a place called 
Goat's Beach
, but one of the most famous surf breaks is 
Shipstern Bluff
. It's too much for me, but if you were a serious surfer, you'd go there." -- 
B.R.



"Winter in Tasmania is fabulous -- as long as you've got the right clothes. We've really turned the 'off-season' into an asset. Enjoying a nice mulled wine or a warm whiskey in front of a roaring log fire while you're listening to a bit of music isn't a bad way to spend your time. Clear nights in winter are common and it's relatively easy to find dark sky and see satellites, falling stars, planets and all sorts of marvelous things." --
 J.H.



"When I was thinking about leaving Sydney, I came to Hobart and cooked at the winter pagan festival 
Dark Mofo
's Winter Feast
 for two weeks -- it was what made me decide to move down. You can just walk around town and [find] public events -- art, music, performance. There are also crazy parties and all kinds of wild shenanigans." -- 
A.G.
These interviews have been edited and condensed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/25/t-magazine/tasmania-australia-guide.html
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Third Wheel



You Don't Need a French Vineyard to Have a Prolonged Divorce Proceeding



The sticking points in a breakup aren't the same for every couple, but lawyers who have brokered countless divorces have some advice for keeping things simple.




The formerly married actors Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt continue to be legally entangled through a vineyard they bought together.




By Gina Cherelus


Jul 25, 2024


Ask any divorce lawyer: The only people who control how long a divorce takes are the two parties going through the divorce.



Although many divorces are finalized through mediation, a process in which lawyers try to broker a resolution without having to go to court, those negotiations can sometimes take years, prolonged by things like child custody battles, when emotions can be expected to run high. Perhaps less explicable is when the holdup arises over the splitting of assets like homes, vintage cars or art collections.



About six years after they were declared legally single, the formerly married actors Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt continue to be legally entangled. The reason: a French vineyard they bought while together; Mr. Pitt is suing Ms. Jolie for having sold her stake in the property without his consent, according to reports by 
Us Weekly
 and 
People
. Ms. Jolie is asking him to drop the suit so the family can heal.



Although your average split isn't likely to be held up by a fight over a winery, many couples find that certain jointly held assets can be sticking points in the event of a breakup or divorce. So what precautions -- if any -- are couples taking to avoid a bruising battle after they've decided to part ways?



Alan Feigenbaum, a divorce lawyer in New York City, has seen divorce proceedings drag out over the division of valuable art collections. But things can become absurd, he said, when negotiations are dragged out over property that isn't even particularly valuable.



"Some of the most ridiculous things I've seen," he added, "is arguing over who gets to keep their children's toys."



Other assets he has seen couples bicker over: sewing needles, plastic wine glasses, the "marital bed" and a single artwork.



"I feel like I spent two to three years on one painting," Mr. Feigenbaum recalled. "We stayed out of court and ultimately agreed to sharing use of the painting."



"Sometimes the painting is in one person's house, sometimes in the other," he said.



One common reason for a drawn-out divorce is a broken heart, which can lead to vindictive or bitter behavior that prolongs the process.



According to Jeralyn Lawrence, a divorce lawyer in Watchung, N.J., in cases in which one person is blindsided by the divorce -- if there was infidelity, for instance, or if someone was deceived or betrayed financially -- he or she may not be ready to let go of the marriage, and may still be trying to process the news.



Ms. Lawrence recalled several cases in which her client couldn't "even get through the initial consultation with me because they're just crying the whole time."



Mr. Feigenbaum said some of his proceedings had taken up to six years to complete, and all of them were heavily focused on finances, with one of them concerning disputes over homes.



"If it's a situation where someone is like, Look, I want to be in this home with our kids until the youngest turns 18 because I don't want the kids to have to go through yet another transition, I get that," he said. "Where I've seen it drag out is if you're using the house as a means to channel your anger against your spouse."



He said that as a lawyer, his greatest value is in having the emotional capacity to ensure that his clients complete their divorce without having their mental health destroyed in the process. "I think it behooves the divorce lawyer to consider what is best for your client, not just financially but also emotionally," he said.



It's very easy for a lawyer to get lost in the numbers, always trying to get more for his client, Mr. Feigenbaum said. "But if you forget the other piece of it and you just lose sight of the emotional cost to your client," he added, "I think that can be very damaging to them."



Ms. Lawrence said it was common for people to think they needed lawyers who were "gladiators," who were ready and willing to take the battle to court, but that was an old-school way of thinking. Instead, she said, clients should seek a lawyer who can successfully try a case if necessary, but only after doing what she can to reach an agreement first.



"The more your lawyer can talk to the other lawyer, can have conversations, can collaborate, communicate and cooperate, the easier the divorce process is going to be on you," she said.



The last thing anyone should want, she added, is "a stranger in a black robe" deciding who gets custody of the child, the pet or the vintage tea set.



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/25/style/divorce-breakup-advice.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




OUt & About



Jill Biden, Jessica Chastain and Nick Jonas Toast Team U.S.A. in Paris



Athletes, actors, and journalists drank champagne and sampled from a raw bar at a party thrown by Ralph Lauren during the first weekend of the Paris Olympics.




Jill Biden attended a party held at Ralph's in Paris on Saturday night to celebrate the U.S. Olympic team.




By Alyson Krueger


Jul 28, 2024


Just after 10 p.m. on Saturday night, on the first weekend of the Paris Olympics, Jill Biden walked through the wood doors of Ralph's Restaurant Paris, past a towering display of red, white and blue flowers, and picked up two glasses of champagne from a silver tray.



Ralph Lauren, the brand that owns the restaurant in the city's Sixth Arrondissement and is a longtime outfitter of the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic teams, hosted the party to celebrate the U.S. team.



The bash -- along with the Games -- was a chance for the brand to show off its Olympic collections. The marketing potential of the Olympics is "as if you have three Super Bowls a day for 17 days," said David Lauren, the brand's chief innovation and branding officer.



With President Biden 
sporting
 his U.S. Olympic merch back in the United States, the first lady was busy in France. Days earlier, she met with President Emmanuel Macron, greeted the U.S. team at the American Embassy in Paris
 
and sat through the rain of the opening ceremony.




The actress Jessica Chastain.




Surrounded by a large security detail, Dr. Biden surveyed the space and located her grandchildren -- including Naomi Biden, who wore Ralph Lauren to her 
White House wedding
 with Peter Neal -- who had congregated in a dimly lit backroom. She slid into a leather booth, where she remained for over an hour, away from prying eyes.



The event drew nearly 200 people, and felt a little like an unofficial embassy for the high-profile Americans in Paris for the Games. The crowd included the actress Jessica Chastain, the musician Nick Jonas, the media personality Emma Chamberlain, the comedian John Mulaney and the snowboarder Shaun White. They drank martinis and snacked on a raw bar that filled an entire dining room.



Savannah Guthrie, the "Today" show co-host, said she thought the Olympics brought Americans together.



"We get to root for Team U.S.A. with everyone on the same side," Ms. Guthrie said. "That feels good right now."



Partygoers spent the evening sharing stories from their first rainy days in Paris.




About 200 people attended the party held at Ralph's, in the Sixth Arrondissement of Paris.




In the restaurant's courtyard, which featured a fountain and rustic benches decorated with blue and white cushions, Mr. Lauren told Naomi Biden that he and his wife, Lauren Bush Lauren, had walked back to the hotel in ponchos, humming "Singin' in the Rain."



"We were laughing and dancing," he said.



Ms. Biden said she watched the opening ceremony on television at a party thrown by LVMH, a partner of the Games, but empathized with those caught outside.



"I felt so bad for my Nana," she said, adding that Celine Dion's performance was a highlight for her. "She is just incredible."



Ms. Guthrie and Hoda Kotb, her "Today" co-host, discussed which celebrities looked best despite the conditions.



"I think Tom Cruise looked amazing soaking wet with no umbrella," Ms. Kotb said. "Elon Musk and Mick Jagger were also outside drenched."




The NBC weatherman Al Roker, center.




Their conversation was interrupted by Brian Roberts, the chairman and chief executive of Comcast Corporation, which owns NBC, who congratulated the duo on their ratings thus far: "Did you see the numbers? You guys are killing it."



Nick Jonas, who was standing with friends who work for Ralph Lauren, said he was heading straight from the party to see beach volleyball, on courts set against the Eiffel Tower.



"I always watched the Olympics growing up, but I've never been," he said. "I'm very excited."



Mr. Lauren, who has met many of the American athletes through fittings, said he was excited to discover this year's breakout stars.



"Some of these athletes are very famous, but some are from small towns and no one knows them," he said.



"By the time they leave, they are going to be big stars. They are going to be on a Wheaties box. They are going to have a gold medal. They are going to be at the White House."




The band performing at the celebration.




He reflected on the meaning of the Games: "How many moments can you think of today when the whole world comes together with this kind of positive energy?"



A little after 11 p.m., the crowd started to disperse, and only about 50 guests remained, including the first lady and her grandchildren.



One guest remarked on the way out, "I can't believe I am leaving a party before Jill Biden."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/28/style/jill-biden-jessica-chastain-nick-jonas-olympics-usa.html
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