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Election 2024 live updates: Democratic delegates begin online voting to nominate Harris
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Maegan Vazquez, Matt Viser, Liz Goodwin, John Hudson, Meryl Kornfield, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Sabrina Rodriguez, Taylor Lorenz, Jacob Bogage, Ian Duncan, Paul Kane, Marianne LeVine, Josh Dawsey, Will Oremus, Glenn Kessler, Colby Itkowitz, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-08-01
Delegates to the Democratic National Convention began online voting Thursday in a process expected to result in Vice President Harris becoming the official 2024 Democratic nominee for president well ahead of this month's gathering in Chicago. Voting is scheduled to remain open into Monday. Harris, meanwhile, is nearing a pick for a running mate, and her campaign has announced a tour of battleground states by the new ticket starting Tuesday.
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Trump falsely calls Schumer a 'proud member of Hamas'
At a rally, Trump referred to actions by Schumer -- the highest-ranking Jewish official in the U.S. -- when Israeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu addressed Congress last week.
By Marianne LeVine | 2024-08-01

Former president Donald Trump falsely accused Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y,), the highest-ranking Jewish official in the United States, of being a "proud member" of Hamas. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Former president Donald Trump falsely accused Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) of being a "proud member of Hamas" at a rally Wednesday night, lodging another insult directed at a prominent Jewish American.
"Chuck Schumer refused to shake the Israeli prime minister's hand," Trump told his supporters in Harrisburg, Pa. "Chuck Schumer has become a Palestinian. Can you believe it? He's become a proud member of Hamas."
In response, Schumer said in a statement: "The lower [Trump] drops in polls, the more unhinged he becomes."
At the rally, Trump was referring to actions by the Senate majority leader -- who is currently the highest-ranking Jewish official in the United States -- when Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made a joint address to Congress last week amid the war in Gaza that has killed at least 39,445 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
While Schumer attended the speech, he nodded rather than shook Netanyahu's hand. "Well, look, you know, I went to this speech, because the relationship between Israel and America is ironclad, and I wanted to show that. But, at the same time, as everyone knows, I have serious disagreements with the way [Netanyahu] has conducted these policies," Schumer told CBS News on Sunday.
Trump made the remarks as he criticized Vice President Harris -- the presumptive Democratic nominee for president and his new campaign rival -- for declining to preside over Netanyahu's joint address to Congress. Harris did not attend the speech, citing scheduling conflicts -- but she did meet with Netanyahu in the days afterward and called for a cease-fire and the release of hostages in the ongoing conflict there.
Trump's comments come one day after he said on a radio show that Harris "doesn't like Jewish people," even though her husband Doug Emhoff is Jewish. Trump also appeared to agree with the radio host who described Emhoff as a "crappy Jew." Emhoff is a leading voice in the White House's efforts to combat antisemitism.
In Schumer's case, Trump falsely attacked the New York Democrat as being a member of a group the United States lists as a terrorist organization. Trump has repeatedly claimed the Democratic Party "hates Israel" and has previously said that "any Jewish person that votes for Democrats hates their religion."
When asked for clarification about Trump's comments, Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokesperson, reiterated the thrust of his remarks and called the Democratic Party "anti-Israel." Democrats in Congress are deeply divided over the Israel-Gaza war.
Schumer is staunchly pro-Israel and one of the country's biggest supporters in the Senate, but he called earlier this year for new elections in Israel amid frustrations about how Netanyahu is conducting the war in Gaza, enraging the Israeli leader.
Schumer is staunchly pro-Israel and one of the country's biggest supporters in the Senate, but he called earlier this year for new elections in Israel amid frustrations about how Netanyahu is conducting the war in Gaza, enraging the Israeli leader.
Earlier on Wednesday, Schumer delivered a Senate floor speech addressing Trump's comments about Emhoff.
"Calling Jews fools and suggesting they are bad or disloyal because of their political beliefs is not just some juvenile insult," Schumer said. "It's an old antisemitic trope that goes back centuries, one of dual-loyalty. It's been used for a very long time to drive Jews out of their homes, to paint them as untrustworthy, to deny their basic dignity."
Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/07/31/trump-jewish-schumer-hamas-emhoff/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump allies want to hit Harris's record. He keeps talking about her race and gender.
Trump's team says it aims to beat Harris by portraying her as responsible for illegal border crossings and inflation. Trump's not sticking to the script.
By Marianne LeVine, Josh Dawsey | 2024-08-01

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump attends a Q&A on the opening day of the National Association of Black Journalists Annual Convention & Career Fair at the Hilton Chicago in Chicago on Wednesday. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Donald Trump's aides have said they aim to beat Vice President Harris in November by portraying her as a San Francisco liberal who is responsible for illegal border crossings and inflation.
Yet in the past 48 hours, Trump has repeatedly deviated from that messaging to more familiar territory: personal attacks.
"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black and now she wants to be known as Black," he declared at an event hosted by the National Association of Black Journalists Wednesday. "Is she Indian or is she Black?"
Harris will be "like a play toy" that world leaders will "walk all over," he told Fox News' Laura Ingraham, in a clip that aired Tuesday night. "I don't want to say as to why. But a lot of people understand it." And he claimed in a radio interview that Harris, whose husband is Jewish, "doesn't like Jewish people."
Trump's statements are emblematic of the broader challenge the GOP faces: Many of his aides and his Republican allies want to focus on Harris's record. They have watched Democratic enthusiasm about the vice president's campaign and believe that some of her personal qualities could help, not hurt her, with independent voters.
But Trump himself keeps changing the subject.
This week, the Trump campaign launched a $12 million ad buy that featured video of Harris dancing, as the narrator declared: "This is America's border czar and she has failed us," a reference to President Biden's decision to ask Harris to lead a multipronged effort to reduce mass migration from Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras. MAGA Inc., a super PAC supporting Trump, ran an ad accusing Harris of covering up "Joe's obvious mental decline." Another ad described her as a "dangerous San Francisco liberal."
"At the end of the day, it's really about demonstrating through her own words how dangerous, how weak and failed she really is, and it's not hard to do when you have her doing the talking," said Chris LaCivita, a top Trump campaign adviser. "Why tell the American public what she's for when she does such a good job herself?"
LaCivita added: "With Joe Biden, it was the walking ... with Kamala Harris, it's the talking."
But despite the ad blitz, Trump's words, rather than Harris's, dominated the news this week. Trump's false accusation that Harris downplayed her Black heritage forced Republicans to respond throughout the day Wednesday. Harris attended Howard University, a prominent historically Black institution and joined a historically Black sorority.
"I was born Black and I'll die Black and I am proud of it," she said in 2019. "And I am not going to make any excuses for it for anybody because they don't understand."
Even as several Senate Republicans declined to weigh in on Trump's remarks, he doubled down on them. At his rally in Harrisburg, Pa., a screen showed the headline of a Business Insider story that said: "California's Kamala Harris becomes first Indian American U.S. senator."
He also posted a video on his social media site, Truth Social, featuring Harris speaking to Indian American comedian Mindy Kaling, in which Kaling refers to Harris's Indian heritage. Trump claimed: "Crazy Kamala is saying she's Indian, not Black. This is a big deal. Stone cold phony. She uses everybody, including her racial identity!"
Since Biden dropped out of the presidential race, Trump has also called Harris "dumb as a rock," questioned her legal credentials and mocked her laugh.
People close to Trump doubt that the personal attacks will be an effective strategy. Alleging the election was stolen, defending Jan. 6 rioters and getting into fights with Harris about race or personality "are not winning issues for us," one person close to Trump said. Comments that seem derogatory about women also don't help, and neither does attacking her personally, this person said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to criticize the former president's messaging so far.
Instead, the campaign wants Trump to make data arguments on food prices, gas prices, illegal border crossings and tout his foreign policy record, and not talk about her race or gender, the person added,
Trump has publicly lamented the change at the top of the ticket, calling it a "coup" at a recent event. In private, he's complained about Harris's rise in the polls, according to another person familiar with his thinking who spoke on the condition of anonymity to disclose private conversations. Trump has also been frustrated that Harris has received positive media coverage, while his vice-presidential pick, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), has come under criticism, this person said.
Even though Trump campaign officials and allies publicly maintain that the fundamentals of the contest haven't changed, some Republicans, including Vance, acknowledge privately that the race has shifted quickly.
Vance told donors during a Saturday fundraiser in Golden Valley, Minn., that the change at the top of the Democratic ticket was a "little bit of a political sucker punch" and that Harris "does not have the same baggage as Joe Biden, because whatever we might have to say, Kamala is a lot younger."
Since Biden dropped out of the presidential race, Trump and Harris have moved into a virtual tie in a two-way vote choice, with Trump at 47 percent support and Harris at 46 percent, according to a Washington Post polling average.
Harris's favorability rating increased to 43 percent last week, up from 35 percent the previous week, according to an ABC-Ipsos poll conducted last week. Trump's favorability rating decreased slightly to 36 percent from 40 percent the previous week.
The Trump campaign's messaging is "scattershot," said Alex Conant, a Republican strategist who worked on Sen. Marco Rubio's 2016 presidential campaign.
"They weren't able to brand Biden in 2020 and they haven't been able to brand Kamala Harris in 2024," he said. "The arguments that they do make are very ideological in nature, which has never worked for Trump."
Conant added that Trump does best when he portrays himself as the outsider and said the campaign hasn't done enough to portray Harris as an establishment pick.
"Instead, they're saying she's too progressive which is not an argument that's proven very effective in modern politics," he said.
Prominent Republicans in Washington say they have not been given messaging from Trump's team on how to attack Harris. One top aide to a GOP senator said they were trying to follow the campaign's lead, but it was difficult to follow sometimes.
One Republican close to the Trump campaign, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak candidly, described the campaign ad about the border as a positive development.
"The challenge is to stay on message," the Republican said.
Scott Clement and Maria Sacchetti contributed to this report.
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JD Vance has much to learn about the spotlight, Senate Republicans say
With Vance thrust onto the national stage less than a month ago, they've been forced to defend resurfaced comments from his pre-Senate days. 
By Paul Kane | 2024-08-01

Senate Republicans don't think Donald Trump should dump Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) as his running mate, but they do say he faces a steep learning curve in the national spotlight. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Even Sen. JD Vance's allies realize the relative political newcomer has taken a huge leap that was bound to run into some early stumbles.
The Ohio Republican is the most politically inexperienced GOP vice-presidential nominee in almost 90 years. He's run in just one election for any political office.
"You know, he's gotten shot out of a cannon. It's like going from zero to 60 in terms of intensity, publicity, scrutiny, all that stuff," said Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), an early supporter of Vance in his 2022 Senate campaign.
"Enduring the demonization of the national media is never easy," Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), who embraced the antiestablishment posture a decade before Vance arrived in the Senate. "I will say this, if the New York Times were praising JD Vance, I would view that as a much, much bigger problem."
Some of his Senate Republican colleagues think that's understating the firestorm in which Vance now finds himself.
With Vance thrust onto the national stage less than a month ago, they've been forced to defend resurfaced comments from his pre-Senate days. There's the 2021 clip of him on Fox News's lashing out at "childless cat ladies" and then a far-right podcast in which he called for a higher tax rate on adults without children. Some of Donald Trump's allies counseled that Vance wasn't an ideal choice because he doesn't expand the GOP coalition.
On Wednesday, Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) lashed out at her colleague's remarks. "It was offensive to me as a woman. Women make their own determinations as to whether or not they're going to have children," she told reporters.
On Tuesday, when asked about her thoughts on Vance's comments, Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) reminded reporters she hasn't endorsed Trump or Vance. Nor has Murkowski.
At 39, Vance is the second youngest of the 100 senators. His selection as Trump's running mate has prompted deeper looks at his years spent as a best-selling author who served as provocateur on his many cable TV appearances.
In his early 30s, during his anti-Trump era, Vance compared Trump to "cultural heroin" and found the GOP presidential contender to be "noxious." By the time he launched his first campaign three years ago, Vance kept up his firebrand routine in his bid to convince the ex-president of his newfound MAGA embrace.
That's when he uttered comments about women and children. Rather than retracting them, Vance doubled down in an interview last week on Megyn Kelly's podcast, saying his comments were "true" while arguing he has "nothing against cats."
Those types of comments help in a low-turnout GOP primary, but Senate Republicans are not surprised they have caused a stir and led to a quick backlash against Vance (according to an ABC/Ipsos poll released last weekend, Vance's unfavorable ratings spiked eight points to 39 percent in a week). They say that Vance is quickly learning that the national spotlight is far more intense than the Senate one.
"What you learn very quickly here, and you can only learn through time, is that even if your comments were meant in jest or they were hyperbolic -- they weren't really intended [to be offensive] -- in this league, you don't get a bye week. Everything, everything, you say gets parsed," said Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), from the party's traditional conservative wing.
"That can only come from having experienced a lot of sunrises and sunsets on the road," Tillis added, "and that would be the one thing that JD can't possibly have. Because he's only been in the public eye as an elected official for two years."
"When you are going from cable TV to podcasts, it's part of surfing out there," said Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), who privately campaigned to get Trump to choose another nominee.
Now that President Biden, 81, has withdrawn from the race, Republicans have braced for more scrutiny over the gravitas of their vice-presidential pick given that Trump, 78, faces similar questions about his age and capabilities to serve a four-year term.
Since World War II only one other major party nominee has chosen a running mate with such little experience.
By August 1972, Sargent Shriver had served as the first Peace Corps director and as ambassador to France, and had led a White House anti-poverty program, but had never run for political office when Democrats turned to him. His nomination only came out of dramatic necessity, however, when the original choice -- then-Sen. Thomas Eagleton, with 12 years of statewide elective office under his belt in Missouri -- withdrew following revelations about his mental health.
Otherwise both parties have tended to use the vice-presidential pick as a balancing act, either for regional or ideological balance or for reassurance of the No. 2 being ready step into the job, according to Donald A. Ritchie, the Senate's historian emeritus.
Think then-Sen. Joe Biden (D-Del.) in 2008, with 36 years of experience, getting tapped by Barack Obama after less than four years in the Senate. Or Richard Cheney (R-Wyo.), with 12 years in Congress and four as defense secretary, getting the nod from a young Texas governor, George W. Bush, in 2000.
"They've all had enough experience to claim to be ready to become president if necessary, which is really the only justification for the job," Ritchie said.
Each party has at times nominated an elder statesman at the top of the ticket, prompting a younger vice-presidential pick, but even those No. 2 selections had more experience than Vance.
In 1988 George H.W. Bush, then the sitting vice president, chose then-Sen. Dan Quayle (R-Ind.) as his running mate, leading to tough scrutiny of Quayle's credentials. Yet Quayle had served almost eight years in the Senate and four years in the House. In 2020 Joe Biden, 77 at the time, chose Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) after less than four years in the Senate -- but she also had served six years as state attorney general and eight years as district attorney.
In 2008 John McCain (R-Ariz.), then 72, chose the 44-year-old Sarah Palin and sparked weeks of controversy. Palin had served as Alaska governor for 19 months and served as mayor and city council member for years before that.
Vance's close allies acknowledge that he provides no political balance for Trump heading into November and view his selection as entirely about being a junior governing partner in the White House.
"There's risk with anybody. I mean, there's always risk," Hawley said. "I think Trump wants somebody who he can count on 100 percent. And who he knows is going to be with him 100 percent of the time. And I think JD will be. And I think that's why he chose him."
Cruz said that Vance, through his childhood in Ohio and Kentucky, understands the governing appeal for Republicans no longer resides in country clubs and corporate boardrooms.
"I believe the Republican Party has become a blue-collar party. And I think JD gets that in his gut, and that's important. I think the ferocity of the left-wing media going after him, demonstrates that JD is touching a nerve," Cruz said.
Still, Vance has not demonstrated many political skills thus far in his career, aside from becoming close friends with Donald Trump Jr. and some far-right conservative billionaires.
His 2022 Senate campaign was stumbling along until Vance won a late endorsement from former president Trump, and even then he eked out a plurality win with less than 33 percent in a crowded field.
It was a banner year for Ohio Republicans, with Gov. Mike DeWine (R) ringing up a 25-percentage-point blowout. DeWine helped four other Republicans running for statewide offices to easy wins by margins of 17 to 20 points.
Vance's campaign, however, was a dud.
Slow to mobilize or raise money, Vance won by just six percentage points. His Democratic opponent, Tim Ryan, outspent Vance by a more than 4-to-1 margin in advertising, according to a Democratic estimate.
Outside Republican groups rushed $34 million into the race, publicly admitting it was "an unexpected expense" and money they could have spent in races they narrowly lost, like Nevada.
Graham acknowledged the rumors that he preferred other potential nominees such as Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) for Trump's pick.
"We tend to want people we know, that we have a close relationship with. I know Marco very well and so I have an affinity for that," he said.
Graham agreed with Hawley that, as a governing partner to Trump, "the 'America First' agenda would be in good hands with JD."
First, he has a key bar to clear.
"The vice president just needs to be seen as somebody competent and capable," Graham said.
Has Vance demonstrated competence yet?
"The debate will be his chance to prove to people he's competent and capable," Graham said, referencing the upcoming vice-presidential debate that is still being negotiated. "And I think he'll have a good debate because he's really, really smart."
Senate Republicans believe Vance's intelligence -- Ivy League education, best-selling author, provocative thinker -- is not in question.
"JD is a smart guy. He's just needs to be a quick study on it," Tillis said.
Trump fell into an indirect slight of Vance when he was asked Wednesday whether his running mate was ready on "day one" to serve in the White House.
"Historically, the vice president, in terms of the election, does not have any impact. I mean, virtually no impact. You have two or three days where there's a lot of commotion," Trump said at the National Association of Black Journalists conference.
He said voters would not consider Vance when casting their ballots.
"You're not voting that way," he said. "You're voting for me."
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Biden privately weighs how to use the time left in his presidency
The president increasingly lapses into wistful moods as his 54-year career draws to an end far faster than he had expected
By Matt Viser | 2024-08-01

President Biden leaves the stage during NATO's 75th anniversary summit in Washington on July 11. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE - President Biden was in a wood-paneled conference room with civil rights leaders and elected officials, flying high over the country en route to Texas. About an hour into the flight, he glanced at the television playing in the background, where guests on MSNBC were speculating over who Vice President Harris would pick as her running mate.
"Kamala and I talked," Biden remarked. "I said she could pick me."
He waited a beat, then said he was joking, prompting laughter.
That moment last Monday was a telling one after a politically tumultuous few weeks. The president was aboard a plane that symbolized the almost unimaginable power at his fingertips, yet he was watching news coverage blanketed not by him but by his second-in-command, and the questions about who would become her own number two.
To some of those in the plane, who described the encounter afterward, the episode also illustrated a more basic reality -- that Biden appears largely reconciled to his tortured decision to bow out of the race, and is now comfortable enough with it to crack jokes.
"I didn't sense any regret at all," said Rev. Al Sharpton, the civil rights leader who was sitting directly to Biden's right on the flight. "He's made his decision. He's at peace with it. I sensed a man at peace with where he is and trying to move forward."
Over the past few days, Biden has begun to recalibrate his presidency. His public schedule has become lighter, in what those close to him describe as a conscious attempt to allow Harris to seize the spotlight. He has been soliciting advice over how to spend the last six months of a 48-year career as a federal officeholder, and he has come to see Harris's potential election as a cornerstone of his legacy.
The anger and bitterness from the lead-up to his decision to withdraw -- when he felt cornered by members of his own party -- seem to have given way to an attitude that is more accepting of the current moment. Biden is occasionally wistful, and he has engaged in lighter and even playful moments after a weeks-long period of intense stress, for example peeking through American flags and around columns near the Rose Garden to make faces at aides who had gathered to applaud him after his Oval Office address last week.
"He is reflecting. He's in a reflective mood," said Marc Morial, the head of the National Urban League, who was with Biden all day Monday. "It's very natural and very human to be in such a reflective mood after such a long and unique career. Try to think of who has had a career of such length and breadth -- I have trouble thinking of anyone else, because he got elected so young."
Biden was elected to the New Castle County Council in Delaware in 1970 and catapulted to the U.S. Senate two years later, making him one of the youngest people ever to serve in that body. His career will end in about six months, when a new president takes office on Jan. 20, instead of the four additional years he thought he would have to burnish his legacy and add to his accomplishments.
In one sign that he is not in a score-settling mood, when Air Force One landed in Austin on Monday, the third person who greeted Biden on the tarmac was Rep. Lloyd Doggett, who weeks earlier had been the first congressional Democrat to call on him to end his reelection bid.
The interaction was not combative, and Doggett said that he thanked the president for stepping down.
"Thank you for suggesting it," Biden replied to him, according to CBS News, in a tone far more conciliatory than the one most of his aides have used to describe the actions of the Texas congressman.
Biden has recently fallen into telling stories from his past. During a 25-minute speech at the LBJ Presidential Library on Monday, he spoke in lofty and sweeping terms about the civil rights movement, Supreme Court reforms and historic presidencies.
Ahead of the speech, Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.) had joked with Biden that it was only 2,000 words long, a little short in his estimation. "That might please some people," Clyburn recalled telling the president. "But is that all you're going to say?"
It turned out it wasn't. Upon completing the remarks he had come to give, Biden made an off-script digression -- after he had said, "Let me close with this" -- about the earliest days of his political career. A group of Democrats asked him to run for state Senate, he said, but he demurred -- ultimately agreeing to run for New Castle County Council instead, since it held its meetings across the street from his law office.
"We picked a district that we couldn't possibly win -- no Democrat had ever won," the president said. "But my problem was, I had my sister doing my campaign. And we won."
Some two years later, he said, he was in a motel room at the Delaware Democratic convention. "I had my towel around me and the shaving cream on my face, and I heard, 'Bam, bam, bam,' on my door," Biden recounted. "There was the former governor, a former Supreme Court justice -- I swear to God -- the state chairman, and the former congressman."
They entered the room and urged Biden -- who, after an unsuccessful scramble for clothing, was still in his towel -- to run for U.S. Senate. "Next thing you know, I was running," he said.
Biden narrowly won that race, launching a 36-year Senate career. But he largely skipped over that to focus on more recent accomplishments. "I was the vice president to the first African American president in American history. Now I'm president to our first woman vice president," he said. "I've made clear how I feel about Kamala. And she has been an incredible partner to me."
Biden has come to see Harris's election as critical to his legacy, associates say: He could go down in history as providing a crucial springboard for the first woman president.
About an hour before he announced that he was dropping out of the race, Biden called Clyburn, one of his most important political allies, to read him the letter he planned to release. Clyburn said he told him it was a good statement, but that his legacy would be affected by what he said about Harris.
Clyburn told Biden it was vital that he have a role in ensuring that the first Black woman in history secure the nomination of a major party, then helping her win in November. Biden assured him there would be a second statement, one that backed Harris.
Now Harris is the likely nominee and attracting much of the attention that used to flow toward Biden, but Clyburn said Biden is okay with that. "I really think he's comfortable with the decision," Clyburn said. "His place, his legacy, is pretty much cemented. And if Kamala were to win this election, I think he will occupy a place in the annals of history unlike any president before him."
The setting for Biden's trip this week, his first major event since announcing he was ending his reelection bid, was significant. The president was flying to a commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the Voting Right Act at the LBJ Presidential Library, an event reflecting the way Biden likes to think of himself -- as a president who championed racial equity and pushed through an expansive social agenda.
About 40 minutes into the flight, Biden sat down with the elected officials and civil rights leaders who had joined him for the flight, around a table covered with disposable coffee cups and bottles of water, and asked for input on how he should spend the next six months.
Some of his guests raised the need to do more on affordable housing, while others brought up the rights of undocumented immigrants and criminal justice reform. Still others urged Biden to push the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, though they acknowledged the steep political hurdles.
"He was particularly focused on where to go from here," Clyburn said. "Martin Luther King's last book was 'Where Do We Go From Here, Chaos or Community?' That's pretty much where we are today. Are we going to have chaos going forward or community going forward? That's what's on the president's mind more than anything else."
Biden looked around the room, participants say, and told them to put their plans into writing, including exactly what they wanted him to do and how he might do it.
He also told them how proud he was of the work they had all done. He nodded at Clyburn, who had encouraged Biden to nominate the first Black woman to the Supreme Court. He looked to Sharpton to reflect on some of the police reforms he had tried to institute. He took on the demeanor of a coach in a locker room, urging them to go out and help win the election for Harris.
"I think he's looking at these six months as determined to prove his legacy by winning this election and being able to finish things he started," Sharpton said. "I definitely think he's now seeing himself in historic terms rather than tomorrow's newspaper or this evening's TV show."
Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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Lake, Hamadeh projected to win Republican primaries in Arizona
The former TV anchor defeated Sheriff Mark Lamb and Elizabeth Reye, a neuroscientist. Lake is expected to advance to the general election to face Rep. Ruben Gallego (D).
By Amy B Wang | 2024-08-01

Arizonans are heading to the polls Tuesday to vote in the state's primary elections. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


Voters in Arizona cast their ballots in a slate of primary elections Tuesday, including a Republican primary for what will be a hotly contested Senate seat that could help determine which party controls the chamber next year.
Perhaps the most closely watched primary in the state was for the Republican nomination to replace Sen. Kyrsten Sinema (I), who left the Democratic Party in 2022 and announced earlier this year that she would not seek reelection to a second term. The winner of the GOP primary will advance to the general election to face Rep. Ruben Gallego (D), who is uncontested in the Democratic primary.
There are also competitive primaries for two of the state's largest congressional districts, including one that Democrats see as an opportunity to flip a House seat and another that will pit two top allies of former president Donald Trump against one another.
Former television anchor Kari Lake, who ran for Arizona governor and lost in 2022, is projected to win the Republican primary for the Senate race in Arizona, according to the Associated Press. Lake defeated Pinal County Sheriff Mark Lamb and Elizabeth Reye, a neuroscientist who positioned herself as a "Reagan Republican."
Former president Donald Trump endorsed Lake, who has echoed Trump's false claims that widespread voter fraud cost them their elections. Lake will advance to the general election to face Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-Ariz.), who ran uncontested in the Democratic primary.
A crowded field of Democrats is competing to take on incumbent Rep. David Schweikert (R) in what is likely to be the state's most competitive race in November. Arizona's 1st Congressional District is sprawling, covering much of northeastern Phoenix as well as the wealthy suburbs of Scottsdale, Paradise Valley, Cave Creek and Fountain Hills.
The half-dozen Democratic candidates vying for the party's nomination include business executive Andrei Cherny, former television anchor Marlene Galan-Woods, orthodontist Andrew Horne, business executive Kurt Kroemer, lawyer Conor O'Callaghan and former state representative Amish Shah. No clear front-runners have emerged.
The winner of the Democratic primary will advance to the general election to face Schweikert, who has served in the House for nearly 15 years. He was first elected to Congress in 2010, and he has won reelection -- in various redrawn districts -- several times since, though his margins of victory have decreased over the years. Schweikert narrowly won reelection in 2022 by less than one percentage point, and Democrats have targeted his seat as a possible pickup.
Former prosecutor Abe Hamadeh, who ran unsuccessfully for Arizona attorney general in 2022, is projected to win the Republican primary for Arizona's 8th Congressional District, according to the Associated Press, defeating venture capitalist Blake Masters and others.
In an unusual circumstance, both Hamadeh and Masters had the support of Trump, who had initially only backed Hamadeh -- but then hedged his bets with a last-minute dual endorsement. The field also included several prominent state Republicans, including the Arizona House Speaker, vying for a chance to replace Rep. Debbie Lesko (R-Ariz.), who announced in October that she would not seek reelection after the end of her term. 
Hamadeh will advance to the general election to face Gregory Whitten, a biosecurity expert and former Pentagon worker who ran unopposed in the Democratic primary. Republicans are favored to win in the massive, conservative-leaning district, which covers much of north Glendale and the West Valley suburbs of Peoria, Sun City and Sun City West, and stretches all the way north to Lake Pleasant and New River.
Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report.
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Harris says Trump's attacks on her racial identity are 'same old show' of 'disrespect'
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Marianne LeVine, Jeremy Barr, Missy Khamvongsa, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Kara Voght, Amber Phillips, Liz Goodwin, Paul Kane, Isaac Arnsdorf, Hannah Knowles, Hannah Natanson, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Brianna Tucker, Matt Viser, Michael Kranish, Trisha Thadani, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Holly Bailey, Glenn Kessler, Adrian Blanco, Aaron Blake, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Josh Dawsey, Ashley Parker, Maeve Reston, David Ovalle, Michael Scherer, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-08-01
Former president Donald Trump said Wednesday that he had been aware of Vice President Harris's Indian heritage but didn't know she was Black "until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black." "And now she wants to be known as Black," Trump added, questioning Harris's identity during a very combative question-and-answer session at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago. Harris responded to those comments Wednesday night at a rally for a historically Black sorority in Houston, saying his accusations were "the same old show" of "divisiveness and disrespect."
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Trump attacks Harris's Black identity. Harris says Americans 'deserve better.'
Donald Trump also berated a Black reporter who questioned him about his record of offensive comments about Black people.
By Brianna Tucker, Hannah Knowles | 2024-08-01

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump and moderator Rachel Scott of ABC News participate in an interview session Wednesday at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Former president Donald Trump on Wednesday accused Vice President Harris of once hiding Black heritage she has routinely highlighted in her career, escalating his attacks on her racial identity in a combative interview with Black reporters.
Trump drew audible gasps and disbelieving laughter over the roughly 35-minute sit-down session as he berated a Black reporter who pressed him about past offensive comments, falsely claimed that undocumented immigrants were "taking" attendees' votes, and suggested Harris "was Indian all the way" before "all of a sudden she made a turn" and "became a Black person."
By the end of the day, Trump had renewed his broadsides, with a social media post that suggested Harris, who is Black and Indian American, had rejected her Black identity because she once described herself as Indian while discussing Indian food.
Harris -- who belongs to a historically Black sorority -- condemned Trump's comments in a Wednesday night speech to a crowd of Black women at another sorority's convention. "It was the same old show -- the divisiveness and the disrespect, and let me just say, the American people deserve better," she said.
"The American people deserve a leader who tells the truth, a leader who does not respond with hostility and anger when confronted with the facts," she said.

At a rally on July 31, Vice President Kamala Harris called former president Donald Trump's attacks "the same old show" of "divisiveness and disrespect."


The remarkable scene earlier at a convention of Black journalists in Chicago underscored how Trump's own comments, often riddled with false and sensational claims, have hampered his campaign's hopes to peel away Black voters who have traditionally backed Democrats. The former president has spoken for years with inflammatory and sometimes racist remarks about Black Americans that have drawn widespread condemnations. On Wednesday, he quickly grew defensive when asked to address them, calling the questions "rude" and "nasty."
Asked if it was acceptable for some of his supporters to derisively call Harris a "DEI hire," Trump pressed moderators to define the term and then veered into an attack about the vice president's race. He claimed Harris used to only promote her Indian heritage -- even though, as a moderator pointed out, she has  embraced her Black identity in many ways.

Former president Donald Trump slammed ABC News reporter Rachel Scott on July 31 following a question regarding his use of racially-charged language in politics.


"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black, and now she wants to be known as Black," Trump said. "So I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?"
Later, Trump pressed the issue again. At his rally in Harrisburg, Pa., a big screen displayed the headline of an old article calling Harris the first Indian American U.S. senator. Trump did not repeat his comments on Harris's race but assailed her as "fake, fake, fake" and continued to sometimes mispronounce her name.
At the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago, Rachel Scott of ABC News began the Q&A session by noting -- among other comments -- Trump's insults toward Black prosecutors, his repeated false claims that America's first Black president was born in Africa and his comments that four congresswomen who are racial minorities should "go back" to the places they came from.
"Why should Black voters trust you after you have used language like that?" Scott said.
"Well first of all, I don't think I've ever been asked a question in such a horrible manner," Trump said, calling the interview "disgraceful" and criticizing a "rude introduction." He alleged he was invited under a "false pretense" because he had expected his opponent to be there as well and criticized the organizers for starting late.
"I love the Black population of this country; I've done so much for the Black population of this country," he said.

Former president Donald Trump openly questioned Vice President Harris's racial identity while at the National Association of Black Journalists convention.


Later, Trump said Harris "was Indian all the way" but then "became a Black person."
"I think somebody should look into that, too," he said, speaking over his questioner. He continued his frequent mispronunciations of Harris's first name, which many have called disrespectful and see as an attempt to other-ize her.
Harris's husband, Doug Emhoff, said at a Wednesday evening fundraiser in Maine that Trump had revealed himself as "a worse version of an already horrible person" with his remarks. "He should never be near the White House again," Emhoff said, adding, "The insults, the BS -- it's horrible, it's terrible, it shows a lack of character."
At a White House press briefing -- which unfolded at the same time as Trump's interview -- there were gasps in the room when a reporter read Trump's comments on Harris aloud to press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre, who is the first Black person to hold the position.
"Wow," Jean-Pierre said. She called Trump's words "repulsive" and said, "No one has any right to tell someone who they are, how they identify."
In a statement, Harris campaign communications director Michael Tyler focused on Trump's barbs toward Scott and said they reflected Trump's personal attacks on other Black journalists during his presidency. "Today's tirade is simply a taste of the chaos and division that has been a hallmark of Trump's MAGA rallies this entire campaign," Tyler said.
Trump and Harris were both set to court Black voters on Wednesday, as Democrats hope their new candidate can re-energize their most reliable constituency and prevent the GOP from making gains.

NABJ convention attendees watch the session with Trump, during which the former president drew audible gasps and disbelieving laughter. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


Republicans have been keen to improve their performance among Black voters and especially Black men, encouraged by polls that showed softening support for President Biden. Trump's itinerary on Wednesday reflected his continued hopes of chipping away at Democrats' traditional dominance among Black Americans.
But Trump could face a stiffer challenge now that Biden has bowed out of the 2024 race, paving the way for Harris to lead the Democratic ticket. And Chicago showcased Trump's penchant for veering into personal insults rather than laying out the policy-based case Republicans want to highlight.
Some of Trump's Black Republican allies in Congress, such as Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.), came to his defense. P Rae Easley, 36, a Trump supporter and local conservative radio host who attended the Chicago event as a guest of the Trump campaign, argued "he did a really good job coming into an adversarial situation."
But others in the GOP responded to questions about Trump's remarks with broad suggestions that he should focus elsewhere.
"The campaign is, needs to be, mostly about the issues," said Sen. John Thune (S.D.), the No. 2 Republican in the chamber, who is running to lead his caucus.
Asked if he questions Harris's racial identity, Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), said the former president's comments Wednesday were aimed at portraying the vice president as "a chameleon" on policy issues. "What I question is why she presents a different posture, depending on which audience that she's in front of," he said.
Vance also accused Harris of using a Southern accent and referred to her teenage years when she lived in Canada. "Kamala Harris grew up in Canada," he said. "They don't talk like that in Vancouver or Quebec or wherever she came from."
Harris, who was born in Oakland, Calif., moved to Canada with her mother and sister when she was 12, and after high school in Quebec, she returned to the United States to study at Howard University, a historically Black school in Washington.
Trump's tone in Chicago brought renewed attention to past remarks that have alienated many Black voters and angered other Americans. Trump raised his political profile falsely claiming Barack Obama was born in Africa; lamented immigration from "shithole countries"; and in 2019 told four congresswomen who are racial minorities to "go back" to the places they came from, even though three of the lawmakers were born in the United States.
Trump has also promoted a false conspiracy theory questioning Harris's citizenship and this week said the vice president would be "like a play toy" for other world leaders.
"They look at her and they say, 'We can't believe we got so lucky.' They're going to walk all over her," he said in a Fox News interview, adding, "I don't want to say as to why. But a lot of people understand it."
And he has often portrayed Black communities as riddled with crime and poverty. "What the hell do you have to lose?" Trump said when he ran in 2016.
Harris was also invited to speak in Chicago but could not fit it into her schedule, NABJ President Ken Lemon said in a statement. NABJ officials said the organization is talking with Harris about a virtual or in-person Q&A in September. Trump repeatedly taunted Harris on social media for not attending the convention this week, suggesting it was disrespectful.
On Wednesday, Trump kept returning to his pique at Scott, the ABC moderator. At one point, he diverted from a question about his age to reiterate that "she was very rude."
"That was a nasty -- that wasn't a question -- she didn't ask me a question, she gave a statement," Trump said.
"I repeated your statements, sir, actually," Scott replied.
A little over half an hour into the conversation, Scott abruptly cut it short, saying, "I think we have to leave it there, by the Trump team." The event had started more than an hour late.
Throughout, the crowd had gasped repeatedly at Trump's answers and sometimes made sounds of protest.
"False! False! False!" one attendee yelled out, as Trump falsely asserted that undocumented immigrants arriving in the United States are "taking votes away from all of the people in this room."
"You just lie!" one audience member said.
In Houston, Trump's remarks went over poorly with attendees of the sorority convention where Harris spoke  -- the latest in the vice president's extensive outreach to members of historically Black sororities and fraternities that make up the "Divine Nine."
Angel Crawford, 55, and Monique Johnson, 43, who were both attending the Sigma Gamma Rho event, said they were angered by Trump's comments in Chicago but not surprised.
"It's just wrong. He acts like an infant just to get attention," Crawford said.
Johnson said his comments would only make women, particularly Black women, less likely to support him. "It's very disrespectful. He's so sexist, and it's unacceptable," she said.
Democratic operatives say Harris's candidacy already shows signs of motivating Black voters -- whose flagging enthusiasm for Biden had left a hole in the Democratic base. One CNN survey found that Black voters, who previously split 70 percent for Biden and 23 percent for Trump, backed Harris by a wider margin of 78 percent to Trump's 15 percent. Other polling shows less of a shift.
Republicans are betting that a so-called "Harris honeymoon" will fade and are pumping tens of millions into ads attacking Harris.
Trump's campaign had said that in Chicago he would discuss "the most pressing issues facing the Black community." The moderators included Scott as well as Harris Faulkner of Fox News and Kadia Goba of Semafor.

Trump stands onstage after the conclusion of the Q&A session in Chicago. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 


Trump's plans for a Q&A at the NABJ convention drew backlash from some members before he took the stage. One former White House correspondent called it a "slap in the face" to Black women journalists Trump had previously insulted.
Lemon defended the group's decision to invite Trump as standard. The organization asks major-party presidential candidates to speak each election year.
"While we acknowledge the concerns expressed by our members, we believe it is important for us to provide our members with the opportunity to hear directly from candidates and hold them accountable," Lemon said in a statement.
Trump's team has made a point to hold Black outreach events, even as his rally crowds skew heavily White. In recent months, Trump has campaigned at a Black church in Detroit and rallied in the South Bronx, where he touted his economic record and said his policies would protect voters of color from crime. A pro-Trump super PAC, MAGA Inc., has run some ads targeted to Black voters that hit the Biden administration on high inflation, undocumented immigration and transgender athletes' participation in women's sports.
Trump has also suggested that Black voters like him more because of his criminal cases. "I'm being indicted for you, the Black population," Trump said this February at a gala for the Black Conservative Federation.
Democrats, meanwhile, have promoted record-low Black unemployment during the Biden administration -- and tried to communicate how their policies are helping Black voters who have often expressed cynicism about both parties. They have also accused Republicans of broadly trying to take the country backward.
"Across our nation, we are witnessing a full-on attack on hard-fought, hard-won fundamental freedoms and rights," Harris told members of Sigma Gamma Rho on Wednesday. She listed -- among other concerns -- "the freedom to live without fear of bigotry and hate" and "the freedom to learn and acknowledge America's true and full history."
Trump's event at NABJ came as his vice-presidential pick, Vance, faces harsh scrutiny. In Chicago, Trump defended Vance but also said there is evidence that running mates have little impact on elections.
"You're voting for me," Trump said. "If you like me, I'm gonna win. If you don't like me, I'm not gonna win."
Knowles reported from Washington. Scott Clement, Matt Viser and Paul Kane in Washington; Isaac Arnsdorf in Harrisburg, Pa.; Sabrina Rodriguez in Houston; Meryl Kornfield in Glendale, Ariz.; and Kara Voght in Yarmouth, Maine, contributed to this report.
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Trump's attack on Harris's racial identity moves contest into new phase
The first Black and Asian woman to be a major party presidential nominee confronts her opponent's comment that she "became a Black person."
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-08-01

Vice President Harris addresses a rally in Atlanta on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


For Vice President Harris's supporters, Donald Trump's lashing criticisms of her racial identity on Wednesday came with blinding speed but little surprise: A week after entering the race, the first Black and Indian American woman to top a party's presidential ticket is contending with Trump's assertion that she leaned into being Black for political expediency.
"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black, and now she wants to be known as Black. So I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?" Trump said at a gathering of the National Association of Black Journalists. He added later that Harris "was Indian all the way" but then "became a Black person."

Former president Donald Trump openly questioned Vice President Harris's racial identity while at the National Association of Black Journalists convention.


On Wednesday night, Harris addressed Trump's statements during remarks at the annual gathering of the historically Black Sigma Gamma Rho sorority, calling Trump's words "the same old show -- the divisiveness and the disrespect."
"The American people deserve a leader who tells the truth," she said. "A leader who doesn't respond with hostility and anger when presented with the facts. We deserve a leader who understands that our differences do not divide us. They are an essential source of our strength."

At a rally on July 31, Vice President Kamala Harris called former president Donald Trump's attacks "the same old show" of "divisiveness and disrespect."


The vice president's aides and supporters, some speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss strategy during a delicate moment, stressed that her response -- both on Wednesday and in coming days -- does not have to be dramatic and forceful to be effective.
Trump's own language could alienate him from moderate voters wary that a second Trump term would be riddled with chaos and animus, they said, and Trump's words attacking Harris and the Black journalists who were interviewing him could further motivate Democratic voters who see Harris's sudden entry into the race as a moment of historic racial progress.
"I don't think she has to say anything, to be honest," said Bakari Sellers, a former South Carolina state representative and a Harris confidant. "Sometimes you don't have to. What's the saying -- you never fight with a pig, because you both get muddy and the pig likes it. So there's really no need for her to respond to it. We can see the history of her candidacy. She needs to continue to tell Americans what she can do for them. Let him unravel."
The episode is a reminder, if any was needed, of the extraordinary nature of the current moment, when the first woman of color is running for president on a major-party ticket in a country whose history includes no women and one person of color serving as president.
Trump's comments came during a stretch when Harris was attending several events likely to resonate with Black women. Harris's appearance at the Sigma Gamma Rho gathering Wednesday night was the latest effort in her extensive outreach to members of historically Black sororities and fraternities.
Harris spoke to her own sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, in July and addressed another group, Zeta Phi Beta, last week. A day earlier, she spoke to a raucous crowd of 10,000 people in Atlanta, many of them Black women enthused by her entry into the race.
On Thursday, Harris is scheduled to speak at the funeral of Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Tex.), who was seen by her admirers as a forceful voice for Black Americans and women of color.
Trump's comments Wednesday did not come in a vacuum; he has been stepping up his attacks on Harris's identity. On Tuesday, he suggested that Harris would be unable to stand up to foreign leaders because of her appearance, though he pointedly declined to elaborate.
"She'll be like a play toy," Trump told Fox News. "They look at her and they say, 'We can't believe we got so lucky.' They're going to walk all over her." He added, "And I don't want to say as to why. But a lot of people understand it."
Some voters may expect Harris to give a more full-throated response to Trump's attacks, as then-candidate John F. Kennedy did in 1960 when political adversaries raised questions about his Catholic faith.
In her first bid for the presidency, Harris assailed Joe Biden, then one of her primary rivals, during a presidential debate, saying his efforts to find common ground with segregationist senators and opposition to busing students in the 1970s was hurtful to her and people like her.
Many of her supporters cheered the comments. But some critics, including many Black voters in the Democratic primary, saw the move as overly calculated, complete with ready-made T-shirts meant to capitalize on the moment within hours of the debate. Biden ultimately won the Democratic primary with massive support from Black voters, while Harris was out of the race before a single ballot was cast.
Now, some of Harris's associates and allies say engaging with Trump's comments at length would risk turning the contest into a debate on race and sending each side's backers to their respective corners. Letting Trump's remarks stand on their own, in contrast, could prompt many voters to recoil, they said, while Harris can focus on issues voters care about, such as the economy and abortion rights.
Harris's late mother was from India, and her father was born in Jamaica. Harris has embraced both identities for decades. She attended historically Black Howard University and has been a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha since the mid-1980s. She has routinely talked about being a barrier-breaking first in many of the jobs she has held.
Harris became the Democrats' likely nominee after President Biden on July 21 bowed to pressure to step aside following a rocky performance in a presidential debate against Trump. Democrats hoped Harris's entry into the race would galvanize minority and younger voters not enthused about the oldest president in history seeking a second term. Biden is 81 years old, and Harris is 59.
In the reshaped race, both Harris and Trump have tried to garner support from Black voters. Harris has spoken to Black sororities and held rallies in cities with large Black populations; Trump took questions from Black journalists and told the NABJ audience he was "the best president for the Black population" since Abraham Lincoln. He later accused the three Black female journalists serving as moderators of being unprofessional and biased against him.
Trump's campaign responded to the episode with a statement that did not directly address his comments.
"President Trump remains defiant in the face of media bias and will continue working to make life better for all Americans regardless of how poorly he's treated by supporters of Kamala Harris, and in fact President Trump hopes to win them over in the future with his vision of returning success to our Country," the statement said.
In its own statement after Trump's remarks, a Harris campaign spokesperson also did not directly address Trump's attack against her, instead saying Trump had showcased "the same hostility he has shown throughout his life, throughout his term in office, and throughout his campaign for president."
"Trump lobbed personal attacks and insults at Black journalists the same way he did throughout his presidency -- while he failed Black families and left the entire country digging out of the ditch he left us in," the statement from campaign spokesman Michael Tyler said. "Donald Trump has already proven he cannot unite America, so he attempts to divide us."
The campaign also said Trump's comments were "a taste of the chaos and division" that would mark a second Trump term.
Trump's political ascent has been steeped in grievance, and Harris supporters have long thought he would seek to make identity a central part of a race between him and Harris.
Trump's entry into presidential politics came after he falsely asserted that former president Barack Obama had not been born in the United States. He dismissed his 2016 opponent Hillary Clinton as "unhinged" and "unbalanced." And he has been mispronouncing Harris's first name for years.
Donna Brazile, the former head of the Democratic National Committee and Vice President Al Gore's campaign manager when he ran for president, said Trump has shown himself to be a master at leaning into race and gender tropes to assail women and minority candidates.
"One way to try to weaken them or to try to marginalize them is to question their own identity or question their own background or their qualifications," Brazile said. "What Trump did today was take a page from the same playbook where he has been one of the primary authors in the last couple of years.
"I would hope that all the leaders in society and in other communities would speak up and not put all of this burden of race and gender on the shoulders of a presidential candidate," she added.
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Trump issues many falsehoods at Black journalists' convention
The former president falsely claims nobody was charged for deaths in Black Lives Matter protests.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-08-01

Donald Trump and Rachel Scott, senior congressional correspondent for ABC News, at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago on July 31. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


"You know, nobody died that day, you do know that? But people died in Seattle. Nobody died, but people died in Minneapolis. You know, people died in Minneapolis, and nothing happens. And nobody ever talks and nothing happens to those people. But you went after the J6 people with a vengeance."
-- Donald Trump, in a conversation at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago, July 31
In his half-hour sit-down with three journalists at NABJ, the former president and Republican presidential nominee unleashed his usual litany of falsehoods, ranging from a phony story about the ex-governor of Virginia executing a baby after birth to an absurd claim that he "saved" historically Black colleges and universities. To a Black audience, he yet again bragged he did more for Black people than any president since Abraham Lincoln -- earning the instant rejoinder (which he ignored) from ABC News's Rachel Scott: "Better than President Johnson, who signed the Voting Rights Act?"
Rather than repeat ourselves, we have provided links to previous fact checks at the end of this report.
Instead we will focus on a fresh claim he made. When asked about pardoning people convicted of violence during the Jan. 6 attacks -- he said he would -- he resorted to whataboutism. He asserted that people died in Seattle and Minneapolis during the social justice protests after the death of George Floyd in 2020 -- and nothing happened to those people.
As part of his argument, Trump falsely claimed that "nobody died." A Senate report said that "seven individuals, including three law enforcement officers, ultimately lost their lives" in connection with the attack, four of them "that day." Four were Trump supporters -- one shot by a U.S. Capitol police officer as she tried to climb through a broken window that led to the Speaker's Lobby, two of heart attacks and one from amphetamine intoxication. Brian D. Sicknick, a Capitol Police officer, collapsed at his desk after the attack and died a day later. The District's chief medical examiner concluded that Sicknick had suffered two strokes nearly eight hours after being sprayed with a chemical irritant. Two other officers died by suicide within days of the attack.
Trump also claimed that just a few days ago there was a "horrible attack on the Capitol" by pro-Palestinian protesters -- and "they fought with them much more openly than I saw on January 6th." That's not true. "Though most demonstrators walked and chanted peacefully, there were some clashes with law enforcement, and D.C. police and Capitol Police said they arrested 15 people in total. The U.S. Park Police arrested eight people," The Washington Post reported. Trump spoke at length about the tragedy of "incredible monuments, bells, lions, all these magnificent limestone and granite with red paint." The vandalism took place not at the Capitol but near Union Station -- appearing on the Christopher Columbus memorial fountain and Freedom Bell, a reproduction of the Liberty Bell -- and National Park Service officials said they would be cleaned within three days, despite Trump's saying of the defacement: "You'll see it in a hundred years from now."
An American flag was also burned, earning condemnation from Trump's rival for the presidency, Vice President Harris.
Here's what happened in Seattle and Minneapolis. The information on deaths during the protests came from Armed Conflict Location and Event Data project (ACLED), a nonprofit. The organization found that the overwhelming majority of the 9,000 Black Lives Matter demonstrations were peaceful, but that 11 people were killed while participating in the protests and an additional 14 died in incidents linked to them.
Seattle
Two people were killed, according to ACLED. Summer Taylor, a Black Lives Matter activist, died when a car rammed into the protests. Another person, 16-year-old Antonio Mays Jr., was shot in an incident that ACLED said was tied to the broader unrest. (Another fatal shooting of a teen was not connected, ACLED concluded.)
Dawit Kelete, 30, who drove into the protest on July 4, 2020, killing Taylor and seriously injuring another person, was sentenced to 78 months in jail. The judge said that while there was no evidence he hit the protesters intentionally, his conduct was "extremely reckless."
Mays died in the early morning hours of June 29, 2020, while driving a stolen Jeep in Seattle's Capitol Hill Organized Protest zone, which protesters occupied for three weeks after police abandoned the area. Mays lived in San Diego, but traveled to Seattle to be part of history, his family said. The incident led the city to shut down the protest zone.
No one has been charged in Mays's death. Mays's father has filed a wrongful-death lawsuit against the city for allowing "lawlessness to reign."
Minneapolis
One person was killed, according to ACLED. The Max It Pawn Shop was set on fire during protests on May 28, 2020, and then two months later, police discovered a charred body in the wreckage. Surveillance video footage showed Montez Terriel Lee, 26, pouring an accelerant around the pawnshop and lighting it on fire. Lee was sentenced to 10 years in prison, to be followed by three years of supervised release, the Justice Department said.
These are among the false claims Trump made at the Chicago event, in the order in which he made them, with links to earlier fact checks of them.
Is there any doubt?
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How The Washington Post's presidential polling averages work
Everything you need to know about The Post's polling averages, from the polls we include to how we handle polling error and uncertainty.
By Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano | 2024-07-31
The Washington Post's presidential polling averages are our best estimates of the state of public opinion in the 2024 presidential election. We use the best available national and state level polling data, and factor how citizens in each state voted in the last two presidential elections, to calculate whom voters currently favor in the presidential race.
Remember our averages aren't a presidential forecast, but instead a snapshot of the state of public opinion as it currently stands. A lot could change before Election Day.
We only use the highest quality state and national polls in our polling averages. That means we only include polls that are transparent about how they are conducted, are not paid for by candidates or partisan groups and use methods that have demonstrated accuracy. The Post considers each survey's methods in detail, including whether the sample was drawn using random sampling methods, how respondents are contacted and how samples are stratified or weighted to accurately represent the electorate. Historical accuracy in elections or other settings is also considered in identifying which polls to include.
Following President Biden's decision to withdraw from the presidential race, our polling averages now reflect a Harris-Trump matchup, although we continue to put some weight on polls from before Biden dropped out on July 21. We only include presidential polls that measure head-to-head support between the Democratic and the Republican candidates without third-party candidates. (Responses of undecided or "other" are assigned to the two candidates, based on their vote share in the poll. Responses of not planning to vote are not included.) If a third-party candidate is on the ballot in multiple states and gains traction in polls, as happened in 1992, we will reevaluate our approach. Read more about the polls included in our averages.
Our averages also factor in how each state voted in the last two presidential elections. This isn't our preferred method for gauging where the presidential race stands, but if we don't have a lot of polls, this is a helpful proxy. The more polls we have, the less our averages rely on this metric.
There are three factors that drive our polling averages: state polls, national polls and a state's presidential voting history in the last two elections. Our preference is to prioritize state polls in our calculations as they're the best indicator of what's happening in a given state, but we also use national polls in each of our state's polling averages. National polls give us a sense of the race overall and where it might be headed next, and in states where we don't have a lot of high-quality state polls, we can use national polls and a state's voting history to see how the presidential race is shaping up there.
At the individual poll level we try to account for the possibility of a polling error in three ways. First, we include a larger sampling error than a poll's standard margin-of-error calculation suggests. Research shows that the standard margin-of-error calculation (based on a poll's sample size) underestimates the uncertainty present in a poll's result. Next, we also try to account for the possibility of measurement error, or the idea that error that can be introduced when any process (in this case, people's public opinion) is being measured. Finally, another source of error we try to account for is the uncertainty that comes with the choices (like weighting or likely voter screens) that pollsters make in the polls we use.
But we also try to account for systematic errors in our averages, like the possibility of a polling miss on the scale of what we saw in the presidential elections of 2020 and 2016. We found in the last few presidential cycles that the average modeled polling error in competitive states was 3.5 percentage points, so to account for this, our averages factor in the 90th percentile possible error (i.e., how bad would the error be in the worst 10 percent of cases).
However, this doesn't affect the output, or what our averages indicate the most likely outcome is. After all, it's impossible to know before an election whether a polling error incorrectly measures support for Democrats or Republicans. Rather, our aim is to show where our estimate falls in a range of uncertainty. Our polling average page shows how our 2024 state averages would change under a 2020, a 2016 and a 2012 polling error.
Economic data is not included in our polling averages because it doesn't improve one's understanding of the current state of a race (unlike in a forecast when it can be helpful). However, we do use economic data to give readers a sense of what might happen between now and Election Day.
We prepared two scenarios, one in which the economy improves until Election Day and one in which the economy deteriorates. Our model examines how the economic situation affected previous elections, looking back all the way to 1952. What we found is not that surprising: If the economy is doing well, the incumbent party (in this case, Harris) does better; if the economy is doing poorly, then challengers (Trump in this cycle) do better.
In choosing economic indicators for our model, we determined that gross domestic product per capita growth and the University of Michigan's Consumer Sentiment Index were most useful. We also decided that our proxy for a good economy would be economic change between now and Election Day similar to what we saw in the 1996 presidential election, while a bad economy would be represented by changes similar to what we saw in the 2008 presidential election.
It's important to remember that our economic outlook is not a prediction for what will happen; instead, it's supposed to give you a sense for how things might change. A lot of things are possible between now and Election Day.
We really want to and are working on that. When we release the code, we're also hoping to publish a more technical explanation.
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Hamas leader's killing leaves Gaza cease-fire talks in doubt
The U.S. and others acknowledged that the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was a significant setback to efforts to end Israel's war in Gaza.
By Karen DeYoung | 2024-08-01

Palestinians in Khan Younis in southern Gaza after Israeli forces pulled out from the area this week. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


The killing of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran on Wednesday has set back and may have struck a death knell for U.S. hopes of reaching agreement in already failing negotiations on a cease-fire and hostage-release deal to end the Gaza war.
Haniyeh -- the chief negotiator for the militants in indirect Israel-Hamas talks mediated since November by the United States, Qatar and Egypt -- was widely viewed as more realistic about the advantages of reaching a deal than Hamas military chief Yehiya Sinwar, according to Arab and U.S. officials closely familiar with the negotiations, some of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity about the sensitive issue.
"It definitely means that the guys in Gaza," where Sinwar is believed to be hiding in a Hamas tunnel, "will have even more sway now," one Arab official said. The official charged that Israel had launched an airstrike that killed Haniyeh to try to "sabotage the talks."
Israel has not acknowledged the strike that killed Haniyeh, who was in Tehran for the inauguration of the newly elected Iranian president, and U.S. officials said they were informed after it occurred. In a televised statement, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said only that Israel had dealt "crushing blows" to Hezbollah -- in a Beirut airstrike Tuesday that killed a senior official of that group -- and to Hamas.
In public statements, the Biden administration deflected questions about it -- beyond stipulating that the United States was -- as Secretary of State Antony Blinken said -- "not aware of or involved in" it. National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said at a White House briefing that he could not "confirm or deny" reports of Israeli responsibility.
Kirby also declined to speculate on what effect the two men's deaths would have on ongoing Gaza talks, although he acknowledged that "these reports over the last 24 to 48 hours certainly don't help. I'm not going to be Pollyannish about it."

White House National Security Spokesman John Kirby said on July 31 the U.S. is still working to reach a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza.


Seth Jones, director of the International Security Program at the Center for International and Security Studies, said he disagreed Israel was trying to end the negotiations. "I don't think that's the main reason," although "it may be the outcome. ... My view talking with" the prime minister and others in his office, Jones said, "is that anywhere they can get their hands on a Hamas leader. ... I think they'll hit them."
"I think this is more retribution against Hamas than trying to scuttle the deal," he said. "But at the end of the day, if the deal is scuttled, Netanyahu won't care that much."

Iranians protest the killing of Ismail Haniyeh, the political head of Hamas, in Tehran on Wednesday. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


In a public statement that was reported by Iranian media, Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said Israel had "paved the way for a harsh punishment to be imposed on it." He said Iran considers it "our duty to take vengeance."
Officials said little follow-up action, either on the negotiations or an Iranian retaliation for the Israeli attack, was expected until after Haniyeh's funeral Friday in Doha or three days of official mourning that end Sunday.
But the latest round of cease-fire talks, which was held in Rome last weekend, achieved little as Israel added new demands to the proposal announced May 31 by President Biden.
The three-phase plan includes a six-week initial stage with a cease-fire, redeployment of Israeli troops inside Gaza away from populated areas, and a surge in humanitarian aid. Female, elderly and wounded hostages held in Gaza would be exchanged in staged batches for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners held in Israel. Palestinians would also have free passage to return to their homes in areas that have long been blocked by Israeli troops -- most of them from areas in southern and central Gaza where they fled Israeli attacks in the north.
Assuming no violations occurred, the six-week cease-fire would continue indefinitely as the parties negotiated a second phase calling for a "permanent" truce, including complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and the release of remaining hostages. A third phase would begin internationally financed Gaza reconstruction, new Palestinian governance for the enclave, and the eventual establishment of an independent Palestinian state.
While the administration has long accused Hamas of holding up a deal that it said Israel had already agreed to, hopes rose when the Hamas leadership in early July dropped a demand that an end state of permanent cease-fire and full Israeli withdrawal would be guaranteed by the mediators before it would enter the first phase.
A week later, as talks resumed in Cairo, Biden voiced confidence that a deal was within reach, saying the "framework" outlined in the 41/2-page document on the table had been "agreed by both Israel and Hamas." White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan cited "positive" signs.
Hamas had "backed down on its demand that they needed details of the [permanent] cease-fire to be agreed before they entered phase one," the Arab official said. But "then Bibi," the nickname by which Netanyahu is widely known, "changed his demands."
When negotiators met last weekend in Rome, Israeli negotiator David Barnea, head of the Mossad intelligence agency, handed to his U.S. counterpart, CIA Director William J. Burns, a one-page document solidifying new demands that Israel had already raised. Among them was insistence that "freedom of movement" of Gazans back to the north -- where Israel believes Hamas may try to regroup -- "would be discussed at a later date" after the temporary cease-fire and hostage return.
Israel also insisted that its troops will remain along the Gaza side of the border with Egypt, known as the Philadelphi Corridor, and in control of the Rafah crossing between Egypt and Gaza, which they have occupied since beginning a military offensive in that southern area in early May. Its new demands said the terms of Israel's initial "redeployment" throughout Gaza would be "discussed at a future date" after the initial cease-fire was in place.
"They don't even specify when they want to discuss it," the Arab official said of the Israeli document. There were other "new things" that "came out of nowhere."
Barnea asked that the document, through Egypt and Qatar, be given to Hamas. Egypt -- which has long said any Israeli presence along its border with Gaza was unacceptable -- immediately objected to those demands.
"It was clear in Rome we were going around in circles," the Arab official said. "Everybody was frustrated ... even Barnea," who has reportedly been at odds with Netanyahu's negotiating strategy. "I think even the United States was shocked."
U.S. officials declined to comment on the specifics of the meeting.
No further talks have been scheduled, and Haniyeh's killing has added to the pessimism.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses a joint meeting of Congress on July 24. (Pete Kiehart/For The Washington Post)


"Political assassinations & continued targeting of civilians in Gaza while talks continue leads us to ask, how can mediation succeed when one party assassinates the negotiator on the other side?" Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani wrote on social media Wednesday morning. "Peace needs serious partners & a global stance against the disregard for human life."
In a statement, Egypt's Foreign Affairs Ministry said a "dangerous Israeli escalation policy" over the past two days had undermined negotiating efforts. "The coincidence of this regional escalation with the lack of progress in the cease-fire negotiations in Gaza increases the complexity of the situation and indicates the absence of Israeli political will to calm it down," the statement said.
"It's a clear way of kind of trying to sabotage the talks," the Arab official said, describing "the Bibi playbook" as "trying to force Hamas to pull out so he can say to the hostage families, 'Look, it's not me. I was willing to accept the deal, and they ruined it.'" Arab governments have long speculated that Netanyahu is stalling for a possible electoral victory in November of Donald Trump, seeing him as more amenable to Israeli views than Biden.
On the Hamas side, the killing "further complicates" negotiations both symbolically and substantively. "Haniyeh was not the sole decision-maker," the Arab official said. "They needed [leadership inside] Gaza to agree as well. But toward the end, he was one of the ones who saw the value of a deal and wanted to reach it ... someone whose voice was heavily respected among both the ones inside and outside."
"So you've lost a voice who could potentially push for that," the official said.
The Biden administration, which on Wednesday called for U.S. citizens to leave or refrain from travel to Lebanon, is also acutely conscious of the possibility for escalation of the broader Middle East conflict, although "we don't believe that it is inevitable," Kirby said.
Just last week, senior administration officials had declared concerns about escalation to be "exaggerated."
Jones, at the Center for International and Security Studies, said his main concern was about "Israel laying waste to parts of Lebanon, which they will do, if this gets to that."
While the Pentagon has not announced any additional deployments to the region, the United States has assembled at least a dozen warships nearby, a U.S. defense official said. Kirby and other officials reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to Israeli defense.
"We don't want to see an escalation, and everything we've been doing since the 7th of October," when the Gaza war began with Hamas's invasion of Israel, "we've been trying to manage those risks," Kirby said. "Those risks go up and down every day. They are certainly up right now."
Dan Lamothe contributed to this report.
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Arizona county official who took on election skeptics loses primary
Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer lost the Republican primary to state Rep. Justin Heap, who has voted for legislation rooted in false information about elections.
By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2024-07-31

Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer (R) speaks to journalists on Nov. 9, 2022, in Phoenix. (Matt York/AP)


PHOENIX -- A top Republican election official in Arizona's most populous county known for his vigorous defense of elections lost his primary Tuesday to a state lawmaker who called elections in the county "a laughingstock."
Maricopa County Recorder Stephen Richer, who faced death threats and endless harassment for doing his job, lost his reelection bid to state Rep. Justin Heap, an attorney aligned with the state legislature's ultraconservative Freedom Caucus. Heap has voted for legislation that grew out of false election theories and was endorsed by Kari Lake, the U.S. Senate candidate with a large following who routinely spreads misinformation about elections and has been highly critical of Richer.
As Heap campaigned for the job, he pledged to try to improve confidence in elections and engage with the public in a respectful manner. He cast Richer as a recorder who "disrespects and demeans" those critical of his office. Heap predicted that the fight for the seat could be costly and thanked Turning Point Action, the political arm of Charlie Kirk's Phoenix-based conservative operation, for helping turn out voters.
"This November, we will end the laughingstock elections that have plagued our county, state and nation," Heap said on X. " ... This race has NATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS to the future of our country."
Richer congratulated Heap on his win Wednesday morning, writing on X: "Elections have winners and, sadly, losers. And in this one, it looks like I'm going to end up on the losing side of the column. But that's the name of the game. Accept it. Move on."
In the November general election, Heap will face Democrat Tim Stringham, a U.S. Army and Navy veteran and political newcomer who is campaigning on a promise to "safeguard our elections" and "ensure that each eligible citizen gets to vote in a safe, secure and convenient way and that each vote will be counted fairly and transparently." That race is expected to be competitive, political analysts say. Stringham is now asking Richer's supporters to coalesce behind him.
"If you voted for Stephen Richer, I imagine you did so because of his honesty in the face of lies over the last four years," Stringham wrote on X. "I'm asking you to continue to vote for the honest candidate."
If Heap wins in November, he could dramatically reshape how elections are run in the county, a fiercely contested battleground where former president Donald Trump's false claims of a stolen election four years ago inspired profound mistrust among many Republicans about elections and government institutions. That movement sparked a rush of new involvement and activated pro-Trump voters determined to oust local officials who defend election results they don't like, including Richer and members of the county governing board. Richer will continue to help run the upcoming presidential election, then leave office next year.
When Trump narrowly lost Arizona to Joe Biden in 2020, he and his supporters quickly hyper-focused on Maricopa County, home to Phoenix and more than half of the swing state's voters. Through emissaries, phone calls and text messages, they sought to halt vote-counting and then tried to undermine the results. Republicans on the county board of supervisors who signed off on the results faced death threats and were called treasonous. A mob of protesters showed up at the home of one supervisor. Soon after, Richer took office.
Of the three remaining Republicans who were on the board in 2020, two decided not to run for reelection and a third, Jack Sellers, lost his primary on Tuesday. The Republicans running for those seats have said they would work to make elections more transparent. One of those Republicans, Trump-endorsed Rep. Debbie Lesko, voted against accepting the 2020 election results in Arizona and Pennsylvania on Jan. 6, 2021. Another has advocated for getting rid of precinct-based voting and emergency ballot drop boxes.
"To the election deniers who have dedicated so much time, energy, and money to defeat me and others, I say: be careful what you wish for," Sellers said in a statement that praised county elections. "At some point you will have to answer for your efforts to undermine our democracy."
Republican county attorney Rachel Mitchell, who has told members of her own party that Biden won the 2020 vote and that the 2022 elections in the state were accurate and legitimate, easily won her race against a further-right candidate. And a GOP supervisor, who joined the board after the 2020 election and was called a "traitor" for defending the validity of electoral outcomes, won his reelection.
Richer and the Republican supervisors shared election responsibilities and generally shared a similar vision on how voting should be run, how votes should be counted and how election employees should be defended. New leaders could take the county in a radically different direction.
Richer was endorsed by several traditional Republicans, including former governors Doug Ducey and Jan Brewer.
"For being the 'establishment candidate,' having the county party, the state party, Turning Point USA, Lakeworld, Trumpworld all against me -- that's hard to run against," Richer said in an interview shortly before results began posting.
Richer, an attorney, assumed the once-sleepy job of helping run elections and recording documents in 2021, after he beat the Democratic incumbent in the 2020 election. He stepped into the job as Trump, his allies and supporters tried to overturn the former president's 10,457-vote defeat and then turned against county and state Republicans who refused. Richer had nothing to do with the administration of that presidential election but took heat for it, anyway.
In that environment, Richer began sharing his view from inside the recorder's office in downtown Phoenix in the hopes of making it easier to understand complex voting rules and procedures.
Like an FAQ come to life, Richer threw himself into trying to make elections less mysterious, blasting out social media posts that fact-checked people who amplified misinformation -- treating everyday constituents and the world's richest man, Elon Musk, all the same. Richer gave tours of the county's vote-count operation, taking the curious into the bowels of the process and explaining how he kept voter rolls updated.
His approach drew praise from national election officials but ire from further-right Republicans who viewed him as dismissive of their concerns. Richer found himself in the eye of attacks after the 2022 midterm general election, when printer malfunctions at dozens of voting sites caused confusion and inconvenienced some voters. Lake, who lost her campaign for governor that year by about 17,000 votes, falsely claimed that Richer deliberately rigged the election to prevent her from winning. Death threats and harassment followed.
In a rare move, Richer sued Lake for defamation in June 2023, saying he saw a direct link between her rhetoric and threats against him. Lake has declined to defend herself against the lawsuit and asked a judge to begin the process of assessing damages.
Christine Jones, a Republican attorney and former GOP candidate who closely follows the state's elections, said two things weighed against Richer with primary voters.
"His tone: He's a little sarcastic and a little snarky and some of that is defensive because he was attacked and had death threats," she said. "The second thing: He sued Kari Lake for defamation, which had the effect of pitting more than half of Republican primary voters against him."
As he ran for reelection, Richer campaigned at events hosted by grass-roots Republicans -- the type of forums his GOP colleagues at the county stopped attending after they gave way to shouting by those who wanted confrontations. Richer himself was sometimes heckled or booed. In March, a vice chair of the Maricopa County Republican Committee told a crowd that she would "lynch" Richer if he walked in the room. She later described her comment as a joke.
In the final stretch of the campaign, Richer handed his GOP rivals a gift, telling reporters that he would vote for Biden, not Trump, in November. His comments came before Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance and eventual withdrawal from the race.
"DID YOU KNOW that the current fake-Republican County Recorder, Stephen Richer, has admitted he's voting for Joe Biden," Heap wrote on X on June 28. He continued, "Say NO to Stephen Richer & Joe Biden's epic failures."
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Mark Kelly could help Harris on a challenging issue: Immigration
The senator and former astronaut is fluent in and brings some credibility to what's perceived as Harris's weakest issue as a candidate: border security.
By Liz Goodwin, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2024-07-31

Some political observers think Sen. Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) would be a good pick as Kamala Harris's running mate because he speaks differently than many Democrats on border security and immigration. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


In June, Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona was the only Senate Democrat to stand alongside President Biden as he announced a new executive order aimed at cracking down on asylum seekers.
"I'm happy to be here today, and what I hope is that we will have a safer situation and operational control over our southern border," Kelly told reporters outside the White House that day.
Kelly's eagerness to associate himself with a tough border measure just weeks ago is now suddenly seen as his greatest asset as he vies to become Kamala Harris's running mate in a transformed presidential race against Donald Trump following President Biden's sudden exit from the contest. The two-term senator and former NASA astronaut is fluent in and brings some credibility to what's perceived as Harris's weakest issue as a candidate: security of America's southern border.
"When it comes down to it, [Kelly] has a record that can really protect against a withering, brutal assault on the border on her that's going to be coming," said political operative Mike Madrid, who worked on GOP campaigns in California and later co-founded the anti-Trump Lincoln Project. "You can't lose by 35 points on the border to Trump and win Pennsylvania, Wisconsin or Michigan."
Trump is already going on offense against Harris on immigration -- his first ad targeting the likely Democratic nominee focused on her record on immigration and called her "dangerously liberal." Harris has received an onslaught of criticism for her role, assigned by Biden, seeking to combat the root causes of migration to the United States from Central America, with Republicans calling her Biden's "border czar." Illegal border crossings have soared during Biden's presidency, though they dropped sharply in recent weeks because of the shift in administration policy.
Some hope that Kelly, who declined an interview request through a spokesman, can help inoculate Harris on an issue that Trump is certain to make a linchpin of his reelection campaign.
Amanda Renteria, a top aide to Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign, said choosing Kelly would "broaden" the Democratic ticket by diversifying the experience on it. Kelly is a former U.S. Navy pilot who flew combat missions in the Gulf War, and he would represent a stylistic departure from Harris. "It shows her choice to bring on people that are different from her," Renteria said. "It's a huge contrast to Donald Trump and JD Vance."
While many of Kelly's Democratic colleagues railed against Trump's desire to build a wall on the southern border and criticized him from the left on immigration during his presidency, Kelly has sounded an entirely different note. He pushed the Biden administration to help close gaps in the border wall in the Yuma, Ariz., sector in 2021, and in 2022 criticized Biden's decision to lift a pandemic-era policy allowing officials to turn away asylum seekers as "dumb."
Kelly has not spearheaded meaningful legislation on immigration during his short time in the Senate, but he was a vocal proponent of the bipartisan border deal that ultimately failed in February amid Republican opposition. He has built deep relationships with border officials, law enforcement and migrant rights activists in Arizona, giving him a rare fluency on the issue, according to observers. Even some officials who criticize Harris for what they see as a lack of concern about border communities praise Kelly for supporting increased border resources.
But Kelly has weaknesses of his own as a vice-presidential pick. Biden and Harris have underperformed in Arizona vs. Trump so far, casting doubt on whether Kelly could deliver a swing state. He also only has four years of political experience, none of it executive, and some union leaders have raised concerns that he is not sufficiently pro-labor.
So far, Kelly has been less present on the campaign trail and cable TV than some of the other vice-presidential contenders, including Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, who co-headlined a Harris event Monday in Ambler, Pa.
Since his name was floated, packs of reporters have trailed Kelly around the Capitol and given him the opportunity to audition for the traditional veep attack dog role -- even as he declines to say whether he wants the job. Instead, Kelly has shifted the focus to Trump's own running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), whom he called "backward" for his opposition to supporting Ukraine in its fight against Russia.
"I think it's one of the most important issues that we're going to face here in a generation and what happens in Ukraine is going to affect us in our national security," Kelly said last week.
Kelly appeared on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" on Wednesday morning ahead of Vance's swing through Arizona, which Kelly characterized as a "photo op" for the candidate .
"Donald Trump and Senate Republicans, I mean, what did they do several months ago? We had a bipartisan bill that we negotiated faithfully with the administration, both sides of the aisle, and Donald Trump said that Senate Republicans can't vote for it," Kelly said.

Vice President Harris holds a campaign rally at the Georgia State Convocation Center in Atlanta on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Kelly and Harris have spoken since Biden announced he was stepping aside, according to a person with knowledge of the phone call who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it publicly. Harris is slated to pick her running mate before Aug. 7, when the Democratic Party will nominate its presidential ticket using a virtual process.
"Vice President Harris has directed her team to begin the process of vetting potential running mates," a Harris campaign spokesperson said. "That process has begun in earnest and we do not expect to have additional updates until the vice president announces who will be serving as her running mate."
Kelly's wife, former congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.), appeared in Grand Rapids, Mich., for Harris on Monday. After suffering a near-fatal gunshot wound in 2011, Giffords became a leading activist against gun violence, with Kelly co-founding a national gun-control group that carries his wife's name.
While not known as a particularly energizing public speaker, Kelly has been in high demand as a surrogate for other Democrats this campaign cycle, including Harris before she was elevated to the top of the ticket. Several of his Senate colleagues are eager to be seen with him.
"She is, without a doubt, one of the best, most bipartisan senators in the United States Senate," Kelly said while appearing at a rally for Sen. Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.) in June.
He's a prolific fundraiser and is battle-tested after winning two fiercely contested Senate races by margins of roughly two to five percentage points, first during a special election in 2020 and then in 2022, when he secured a full six-year term. Republicans threw a mountain of opposition research at him both times, trying to cast suspicion on his transformation from Giffords's husband to a wealthy politician with business ties to China. Kelly won both times and had -- until recently -- been enjoying the freedom of not running for reelection, he has told colleagues.
In the Senate, the Arizona Democrat has focused on national security issues; he serves on both the Intelligence and the Armed Services committees. He was also a part of the negotiations that resulted in the bipartisan Chips and Science Act, which boosted manufacturing of semiconductors in the United States to counter China's influence.
Kelly also bluntly clashed with Sen. Tommy Tuberville (Ala.) when the Republican held up military promotions over objections to allowing service members to be reimbursed for travel related to abortions, saying it didn't make "sense" that Tuberville, who is not a veteran, insisted he was the most "military" person on the Armed Services Committee.
But it is Kelly's style on immigration that some Democrats think would make him a unique asset to the presidential ticket.
Much like Arizona's other senator, Kyrsten Sinema, an independent, Kelly long has distanced himself from Democrats' handling of border security. During his 2020 campaign, Kelly frequently told supporters that more border security and resources were necessary to aid towns dealing with a flood of asylum seekers. He noted that the debate over undocumented immigration and resources in Arizona had been going on for decades -- through Democratic and Republican administrations alike.
"When Democrats are wrong, like on the border, I call them out on it, because I'm always going to stick up for Arizona," Kelly said during a 2022 campaign debate.
Despite speaking differently than many Democrats on the border, Kelly's legislative record is slim on the issue given Washington has been virtually deadlocked on it. Sinema, a former immigration lawyer and veteran dealmaker, has often taken the lead on Washington's border efforts, including the failed bipartisan compromise to crack down on border crossings. Kelly supported the deal but was not deeply involved in crafting it.
Additionally, Kelly co-sponsored legislation aimed at helping border officials combat fentanyl trafficking that became law earlier this year, and helped pass a measure with Sinema aimed at boosting agents who patrol tribal lands for drug smugglers.
Kelly slammed his Republican colleagues for voting against the compromise after Trump opposed it, calling it a "shameful" day for the Senate. "This isn't just a political talking point for me or my state. It's a reality we live every single day," he said.
It's that sort of blunt assessment of Washington's attitude toward the issue that could carry broad appeal in both Rust Belt and Sun Belt states, said Adam Kinsey, an Arizona Democratic consultant.
"He understands how [the border] operates, how it works, he understands the challenges, the pressure points based on who he represents," Kinsey said. "It's more real, more visceral for him than it is for a senator who isn't on the border."
Republicans are skeptical Kelly can boost Harris on the border. "Regardless of how much they try to say she was not the czar, she was clearly leading point on this issue," said Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.). "I don't think on that particular policy issue that she can get away from it."
Back home in Arizona, Kelly has built a powerful political brand in the swing state, where he performed well with Latino voters in his 2022 race, a key constituency for Harris as she plots a path to victory in 2024. Sixty-eight percent of Latinos backed his candidacy, according to an analysis by the progressive-voter-file company Catalist. That was higher than the 63 percent of Arizona Latino voters who backed Biden-Harris in 2020.
"In 2022, he beat every statewide [candidate] on the ticket by several points," said Catalist adviser Haris Aqeel, referring to his performance with all voters.
Kelly, who lives about an hour north of the border in Tucson, has cultivated a reputation for accessibility on border issues, and is well known among border officials. He often flies himself around border communities in the vast desert state to both get in pilot hours and visit his constituents and elected officials. He stresses the need for more resources and better enforcement while also speaking about the need for comprehensive immigration reform to provide a path to citizenship for some undocumented immigrants.
"He's well educated, well versed on the topic," said Yavapai County Sheriff David Rhodes, a Republican. "He's been a good conduit of information and he is approachable -- he does get back to us."
Rhodes contrasted that with Harris.
"We haven't heard a single word from Vice President Harris," Rhodes said, referencing the diplomatic role Biden gave her to address the root causes of migration from Central America. "I don't know exactly what she was told to do, but we have not seen or heard from her on the border in Arizona."
Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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Putin's narrative on the prisoner exchange? Don't believe a word of it.     
Russia will try to create a false equivalency around the exchange.
By Christian Caryl | 2024-08-01
Christian Caryl is a journalist living in Bethesda. He was Vladimir Kara-Murza's editor at Post Opinions for seven  years.
In Thursday's extraordinary prisoner exchange between Russia and several Western countries, my friend Vladimir Kara-Murza has been released from captivity. A Moscow court had sentenced him to 25 years for the unforgivable "crime" of speaking out against Russia's invasion of Ukraine. This spring, Vladimir won a Pulitzer Prize for the columns he has continued  to write for The Post. I can only imagine how ecstatic his family (who live in the United States) will be to have him back.
The same goes for the families of Evan Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journal reporter imprisoned on trumped-up espionage charges; Paul Whelan, who has spent more than five years in prison on similar bogus charges; and Alsu Kurmasheva, a Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reporter also wrongly accused. Several Russian human rights activists were also released Thursday, many of them jailed for public opposition to Moscow's bloody war in Ukraine.
Amid the rejoicing, though, it's vital to see clearly what has just happened. Experience shows that Russian President Vladimir Putin will use the prisoner exchange to advance his own false narrative --  to misguide his own people and the world.
Don't believe any of it.
The Russian propaganda machine will depict this exchange as a modern-day counterpart to those dramatic Cold War moments when the West and the Soviet Union traded imprisoned spies. (For context, watch the 2015 film "Bridge of Spies"  about the 1962 exchange of downed CIA pilot Francis Gary Powers for the Soviet spy Rudolf Abel.)
Why? Because Putin wants to suggest that the groups traded in today's swap are equivalent. The Russians Moscow is bringing home are a motley crew of spies and criminals arrested in the United States and Europe. The Russian president will no doubt cast the released Americans and Russian dissidents in precisely the same terms: as foreign agents working for the nefarious West. Putting Russia and its opponents on the same moral level implicitly undermines the legitimacy of Putin's critics. When it comes to espionage and subversion, after all, both sides are equally culpable, right?
But consider the people whom Putin went to such effort to free. The most notorious is Vadim Krasikov, who was apprehended in Berlin in 2019 shortly after gunning down a former leader of the Chechen independence movement. Krasikov, whom German authorities have linked with Putin's Federal Security Service (FSB), has also been implicated in a murder in Moscow six years earlier. This man is a coldblooded killer; there is nothing remotely noble about him. Yet Putin has referred to him publicly as a "patriot" who implicitly deserves to be feted as a hero.
Also heading home to Moscow are two Russian spies, Artem Dultsev and Anna Dultseva, who were just convicted by a court in Slovenia. The two were sleeper agents, masquerading as a couple from Argentina. This might sound benign enough -- until you realize that the Russians have a track record of using just these sorts of deep-cover agents to recruit and maintain networks for all sorts of subversive activities. Since Putin launched his invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago, the Russians have been caught committing acts of sabotage across Europe, in some cases recruiting locals to do their dirty work. Moscow also continues to sow disinformation and covertly court political allies across the continent.
Putin's "patriots" also include three Russians who are being released from federal prisons in the United States, where they have been serving sentences for a variety of crimes. One of them, Roman Seleznev, was convicted on fraud and identity theft charges.. One might ask: Why would Putin go to such trouble to win the freedom of a bunch of random thugs?
The Russians who are being welcomed by the West couldn't be more different. Kara-Murza, a British  as well as Russian citizen, is among the most idealistic people I've ever met. He could easily have lived out the rest of his life in the West -- but  insisted on returning to Moscow to pursue peaceful political change despite the obvious dangers. He is a true Russian patriot,  committed to the hope that his fellow citizens will one day find freedom. Before he was imprisoned, he survived not one but two assassination attempts by poison. He has paid the price for his commitment to a better future for his country.
Ilya Yashin is another longtime dissident who landed in prison after publicly accusing Russian troops of war crimes in Ukraine. He, too, refused to leave, saying he believed that "antiwar voices sound louder and more convincing if the person remains in Russia." His speech to the court at his sentencing hearing is one of the most eloquent indictments of Putin's regime I've  heard.
For years, the Kremlin has tried to discredit its foes by tarring them as "foreign agents," "extremists" and "terrorists." In reality, people like Kara-Murza and Yashin have acted as defenders of their  people's rights and freedoms. They aren't spies and never have been -- and you can be sure that Putin knows it. But he can't afford to admit that. He can't allow that plenty of Russians  want to change their country for the better -- that they, not the cyberthugs and murderers, are the real  patriots.
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Read Vladimir Kara-Murza's Pulitzer Prize-winning commentary on Russia
Kara-Murza courageously wrote incisive, historically informed columns about Russia from confinement.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-01
Vladimir Kara-Murza, a Washington Post contributing columnist, was released in the largest prisoner exchange since the height of the Cold War. Kara-Murza, who had been imprisoned in Russia since April 2022, was awarded the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for commentary in May.
Arrested voicing his opposition to the war in Ukraine, Kara-Murza continued to send his incisive, historically informed columns about the Russian system to The Post from confinement. The Pulitzer judges recognized Kara-Mura's "passionate columns written under great personal risk from his prison cell, warning of the consequences of dissent in Vladimir Putin's Russia and insisting on a democratic future for his country."
Here are the seven columns for which he was honored:
August 15, 2023
"Some people in the West are asking why more Russians aren't protesting against Putin and his brutal war. Perhaps, a more apt observation would be that -- given the circumstances and the cost -- so many Russians are. According to human rights groups, since Putin's invasion of Ukraine, nearly 20,000 people have faced police detention across Russia for antiwar protests. Not a week goes by without another arrest, indictment or sentencing of antiwar protesters. Artists and journalists, politicians and priests, lawyers and police officers, students and railroad workers: Russians of different backgrounds and vocations have refused to become silent accomplices to Putin's war, even at the cost of personal freedom." [Read the full column.]
August 30, 2023
"The room on the video screen looked like a school gym. At the head of the court, under a double-headed eagle clumsily fastened to the wall, sat Moscow City Court Judge Andrei Suvorov, with his chair behind a small (also school-type) desk. His judicial gown looked strikingly out of place, given the circumstances. The room was filled with men in black masks and khaki uniforms. At a table by the wall on the left side of the screen sat the defendant surrounded by his lawyers -- and it was only when he stood up to approach the camera and speak that I realized it was Alexei Navalny." [Read the full column.]
Oct. 12, 2023
"As could be expected from a regime led by a KGB officer who spares no effort to whitewash and glorify the Soviet past, the new textbooks have very little to do with actual history. Instead, they resemble compilations of propaganda slogans that have for years been advanced by Kremlin officials and state media outlets." [Read the full column.]
Jan. 17, 2023
"Propaganda is not limited to news bulletins and talk shows -- it also permeates documentaries, cultural programs and even sports coverage. New Year's Eve, when millions of Russians tune in to listen to popular songs and watch favorite movies, was also filled with propaganda messages." [Read the full column.]
June 7, 2023
"Today in our country, it is not those who are waging this criminal war but those who oppose it who face judgment: Journalists who tell the truth. Artists who put up antiwar stickers. Priests who invoke the commandment "Thou shalt not kill." Teachers who call a spade a spade. Parents whose children draw antiwar pictures. Lawmakers who allow themselves to doubt the appropriateness of children's competitions when children are being killed in a neighboring country." [Read the full column.]
Kara-Murza delivered these remarks on April 10, 2023, at the closing session of his trial in Moscow.
"Members of the court: I was sure, after two decades spent in Russian politics, after all that I have seen and experienced, that nothing can surprise me anymore. I must admit that I was wrong. I've been surprised by the extent to which my trial, in its secrecy and its contempt for legal norms, has surpassed even the "trials" of Soviet dissidents in the 1960s and '70s. And that's not even to mention the harshness of the sentence requested by the prosecution or the talk of "enemies of the state." In this respect, we've gone beyond the 1970s -- all the way back to the 1930s. For me, as a historian, this is an occasion for reflection." [Read the full column.]
Sept. 11, 2023
"Political change in Russia always comes unexpectedly... The next time, change will come in exactly the same way -- abruptly and unexpectedly. None of us knows the specific moment and specific circumstances, but it will happen in the foreseeable future. The chain of events leading to these changes was started by the regime itself [with its full-scale invasion of Ukraine] in February 2022. It's only a matter of time." [Read the full column.]
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Cartoon by Matt Davies
Matt Davies cartoon on protests against Trump-Vance 2024 campaign.
By Matt Davies | 2024-08-01

(Matt Davies)
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Cartoon by Kevin Kallaugher
Kevin Kallaugher cartoon on election in Venezuela.
By Kevin Kallaugher | 2024-08-01

(Kevin Kallaugher/Kevin Kallaugher/The Economist)
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Harris is playing Trump's game
Her response to Donald Trump's bigotry was a missed opportunity to deliver her own message.
By Matt Bai | 2024-08-01

Vice President Harris delivers remarks during a campaign event in Atlanta on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


It didn't take long for Donald Trump and JD Vance to show us exactly what kind of campaign they're going to run against their new opponent, Kamala D. Harris. At a gathering of Black journalists Wednesday, Trump blithely -- and falsely -- accused the vice president of only recently discovering she was Black. Later in the day, at a rally in Arizona, Vance said Harris talks with a Southern accent (not true) despite the fact that she "grew up in Canada" (not really true, either).
Harris responded to all this by calling out Trump for his "divisiveness and disrespect" -- words that appeared in headlines around the country. It was the way any normal person would probably respond -- with measured anger.
But Harris is not a normal person; she's a presidential candidate now. And if she wants to beat Trump in November, she's going to have to figure out how to run on her terms and not his.
Presidential campaigns, despite the way we talk about them, aren't debates centered on a fixed set of issues, where either side gives its best answer to the same set of questions. More often, each candidate wants the campaign to be about something completely different, and those two messages might have very little to do with each other.
In 2008, to take an example, Republican nominee John McCain wanted the campaign to be about steady leadership at a time of grave peril in the world. Barack Obama wanted it to be about turning a generational page and reaffirming the American story. We remember that campaign as having been almost entirely about Obama's message, in part because it was a more inspiring idea, and in part because Obama was a disciplined candidate who basically never let himself get goaded into arguing about something else.
The dueling messages this year may not be nearly as ennobling as either of those arguments, but they are becoming clearer. Trump intends to run the only campaign he has ever been capable of running -- an attack on multiculturalism and changing demographics. Trump's argument, reduced to its core, is that the America of his youth is being ruined by immigrants and coddled minorities, and Democrats are too controlled by the cult of diversity to do anything about it.
To Trump and Vance, a senator from Ohio, Harris seems to present the perfect foil. Like Obama, she's Black but of mixed lineage, the itinerant child of a broken marriage. She can be made to portray a sinister kind of otherness in America -- someone who acts the part but doesn't really belong. This is what all the identity and Canada nonsense is about.
But unlike Obama, who came off as maddeningly cool and cerebral, Trump thinks Harris can be framed to fit another bigoted stereotype: the angry Black woman. Trump wants her to be simmering with indignation, quick to call out racism and discrimination. He wants to be able to say to White voters in swing states, in effect: "You see this woman who's shouting about what a racist I am? You think she doesn't think the same thing about you? Is this what you want the next four years to look like?"
Harris, on the other hand, has in these early days of the campaign latched on to a message about the "weirdness" of her Republican opponents. It's not the term I'd choose. ("Weird" is what mean children say to other kids who don't fit in, and we have enough of that already.) However, the underlying idea, I think, is powerful. Trump and his aging party are clinging at all costs to a long-dead version of 1950s America, strangely fixated on fears of outsiders who look or sound different, like some creepy old uncle who still packs a bomb shelter with fresh batteries and cans of Spam.
To put it simply, the campaign from here on out can be seen as a contest of conversations. Whenever Trump manages to engage Harris in arguing about identity or racism, no matter how right she may be, she's helping him make his case. Whenever Harris is talking about Trump's obsolete worldview and how to finally move past it, she's running her campaign.
Her response to this week's attacks on her identity, then, might have been appropriate and even understated. But it was mostly a missed opportunity. To call Trump "divisive and disrespectful" -- words that ricocheted around the internet with rocket-like speed -- is to risk playing into the stereotype he wants to create. It enables him to caricature Harris as a Black woman who sees racism around every corner.
Whereas it's actually Trump who is endlessly obsessed with identity -- that's the point. And so a more disciplined response from Harris would have sounded something like: "I don't know why he's talking about me being Black again, or where I grew up, or whatever. It's kind of strange, this fixation with who belongs and who doesn't. The vast majority of Americans don't really define each other by skin color or where their parents came from anymore, but I guess Donald missed all that."
That's a message the centers on modernity. It's a confident message that gives Americans credit for the progress we've made and makes Trump and Vance seem desperate and out of touch, which they are.
I'm not minimizing the personal impact that race-baiting probably has on Harris. I'm guessing she saw enough of that as a child, and it probably took all the restraint she had not to remind Trump that she was born Black, just like he was born a bigot.
But there's really only one way to make Trump regret his nativist bullying. And that's to stay on your own message and win.
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The world isn't ready for the coming surge of Venezuelan migrants
Washington should not count on its current policies holding up.
By Eduardo Porter | 2024-08-01

Demonstrators in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela, protest against Nicolas Maduro on Monday after he claimed victory in the country's presidential election. (Carlos Landaeta/AFP/Getty Images)


The Biden administration has been loving the numbers at the border over the past few months. In June, Border Patrol agents apprehended around 84,000 migrants trying to enter the United States illegally across the southern border, the lowest number since January 2021, when much of the world was still locked down trying to stop the spread of covid-19. Arrests are expected to drop to 57,000 in July, by far the lowest monthly tally of the Biden administration.
But the good times are likely over. The fraudulent Venezuelan election on Sunday, stolen outright by President Nicolas Maduro, has already sparked popular unrest that could set off a renewed cascade of migrants across the Western Hemisphere.
A survey in early July found that 17 percent of Venezuelans intended to leave the country within six months if Maduro took the presidency. Mapped onto a population of some 25 million adults, that would produce one of the largest bursts of migration in the world: more than 4 million people (in addition to the 7.8 million who have left so far).
The Western Hemisphere is not ready. Immigration may be setting U.S. politics on fire. But countries across Latin America have absorbed the bulk of migrants marching across the region. And they are showing signs of strain. They may find it difficult to keep welcoming migrants who otherwise would carry on toward the United States.
The number of migrants in Latin America and the Caribbean doubled between 2010 and 2022, to 16.3 million -- compared with an increase of 6 million in the United States.
Tiny Costa Rica received the third-most new asylum applications in the world in 2022, taking in Nicaraguans fleeing the autocratic regime of Daniel Ortega. Peru's immigrant footprint reached 5.4 percent of the population in 2022, from less than 0.5 percent in 2010. Chile has received over half a million Venezuelans, about the same number as the United States, which has 17 times its population.
"These are countries with no experience with mass displacement," said Andrew Selee, president of the Migration Policy Institute in Washington. "Most have been quite generous. They are giving people a baseline opportunity to start over."
They are not quite rolling out the red carpet. One study found that forcibly displaced migrants to Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Peru and Chile are more likely to have informal jobs and earn less than native workers. They have higher poverty rates and less access to health care, and live more often in overcrowded housing.
But immigrants to these countries are finding jobs. Displaced migrants have higher employment rates than the native-born. Only in Mexico and Ecuador is the unemployment rate of locals lower. Moreover, host countries have largely opened their schools for children of displaced migrants. In Chile, nearly all 6- to 14-year-old immigrant kids, and around 85 percent of the 15- to 18-year-olds, go to school.
Immigrants are providing a boost to host economies, adding to the labor supply. One study by economists at the International Monetary Fund found that Venezuelan immigration will add 0.1 to 0.25 percentage points to annual economic growth in the largest countries in the region between 2017 and 2030.
Still, the burst of immigration carries costs. The IMF study identified a modest hit to the wages of informal and less educated local workers, as well as an added cost to the budget. These costs may be temporary, but they are contributing to a narrative that casts immigrants as a burden, mooching off welfare and fueling crime.
In Chile, immigration has become a political headache for the government, which has stopped allowing unauthorized immigrants to legalize their status once inside the country. On July 2, Peru repealed the exception that allowed Venezuelans to enter the country using only their national I.D., now requiring a passport with a visa.
Colombia, which has absorbed almost 3 million of the 6.6 million Venezuelan migrants scattered across Latin America and the Caribbean, has done the best job integrating them into its society. In 2021, Colombia offered a 10-year permit for Venezuelans to work and register with its national health, education and social security systems.
But there are signs of discomfort in Bogota. Half a million Venezuelans lack the permit and live in irregular conditions. And the government closed the program for all those arriving after May. Polls find the share of Colombians who agree the government should offer social services to Venezuelans declined from nearly 60 percent in 2018 to under 40 percent in 2021.
Washington tends to look at Mexico, Colombia and other Latin American countries as part of its border defense. The Biden administration has asked Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador to stop migrants on their way and impose visa requirements on people from migrant-sending countries. The United States has agreed to cover Panama's costs to deport migrants who cross the Darien Gap.
The decline in migrant encounters with the U.S. Border Patrol is due in large part to Mexico playing interference, intercepting them as they make their way north and busing them back toward its southern border. In the first four months of the year, the Mexican government said it had detained almost three times as many undocumented migrants moving through the country as in 2023.
It is unclear, however, whether these defenses will hold against the likely renewed push of migrants from the chaos in Venezuela. It would be smart for Washington to focus on helping its neighbors to the south integrate burgeoning immigrant populations into their economies and societies. If migrants have nowhere else to settle, they will certainly continue on to the United States.
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'Weird' does not begin to describe the Trump threat
Sure, there are upsides to this strategy. But Vice President Harris's team needs to use it with caution.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-01

Hulk Hogan speaks at the Republican National Convention at Fiserv Forum on July 18 in Milwaukee. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Vice-presidential contender Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) latched on to the word "weird" to define the policies and behavior of the Trump-Vance ticket. The label took off, and soon the Harris campaign was using it. The media obsessed over it. Certainly, the description is apt. (Who disparages stepfamilies?) And it is a catchy term for voters who do not really understand or agree that democracy faces an existential crisis. But reliance on "weird" comes with serious potential downsides.
First, the advantages. As a political matter, the temptation to mock opponents is overwhelming, especially when their rhetoric is so bizarre (sharks and batteries?) and their supporting characters seem to have stepped out of a Bond villain casting call. "Weird" deprives the MAGA cult of the claim to speak for "the people." It cuts across political ideology. "It's not a broad labeling of his supporters along the lines of Hillary Clinton's 'basket of deplorables.' This isn't punching down," wrote USA Today columnist Rex Huppke. "It's cutting to the chase. It's pointing at the bizarre characters and charlatans who willfully turned our politics toxic and sold -- and continue to sell -- snake oil and scapegoats to millions of Americans."
"Weird" certainly puts MAGA Republicans on defense. "If Republican leaders don't enjoy being called weird, creepy, and controlling, they could try not being weird, creepy, and controlling," tweeted Hillary Clinton.
Moreover, the more mind-numbing rants, wacky ideas and off-putting interviews MAGA Republicans give, the more they reinforce the "weird" label. ("I don't think it's name-calling. I think it's calling out something for what it is," Atlantic columnist Tom Nichols observed. "A guy who obsesses about sharks running with a guy who thinks childless people should have fewer votes than parents -- that's just weird. That's not a slur, that's a definition.")
The term has plainly irritated right-wing media and MAGA Republicans. Ultimately, it signifies normal Americans are laughing at them, something felon and former president Donald Trump loathes  (as do all narcissists). If nothing else, it undermines his attempt to project power, invincibility and domination.
However, there is a long, sad history of writing off fascists as buffoons. Conservatives Seth Cropsey and Douglas Feith, writing in 2015 (back when there were serious conservative thinkers), explained, "Mussolini's strutting, chest-jutting, and self-identification with predatory-animal symbols of the Roman Empire -- eagle, lion, and wolf -- earned him special infamy as a fascist buffoon." Still, they warned, "political buffoons succeed for much the same reason that comics thrive. They're entertaining. But there's an important difference." They continued, "Comics poke fun at social conventions, public figures, and sometimes themselves. When leading political figures are buffoons, however, they undermine important state institutions." And many conduct wars of aggression and engage in mass murder.
Likewise, in reviewing Ian Kershaw's biography of Adolf Hitler, British writer Adrian Chiles recalled, "As a kid I always wondered how they could all have been taken in by such an apparently ludicrous man. The awful truth, of course, was that enough people thought him ludicrous for this ludicrous man to be calamitously underestimated."
In casting Republicans as "weird," commentators, operatives and politicians should avoid making Trump seem merely daring or irreverent. And they certainly must not downplay the threat to the most vulnerable Americans and the life-or-death implications of Trump's views. It is not "weird" that he wants to round up 11 million suspected undocumented immigrants and stick them in camps before deporting them; it is monstrous. It is not "weird" that he wants to abandon Ukraine and ingratiates himself with dictators; these are both a moral abomination and a threat to national security. And wanting to ban abortion isn't "weird"; it's endangering women's lives.
In pointing out that the MAGA ticket is "weird," Democrats should make sure they do not minimize Trump's dictatorial plans. Pro-democracy forces have a hard enough time alerting voters to the dangers Project 2025 poses to democracy and countering the criticism that they are "alarmist."
When, for example, one reads through Just Security's American Autocracy Threat Tracker that compiles Trump's own words and autocratic plans, words like "frightful," "dangerous" and "menacing" come to mind, not merely "weird." (As the tracker notes, Trump's dictatorial ambitions and plans range "from Trump breaking the law and abusing power in areas like immigration roundups and energy extraction; to summarily firing tens of thousands of civil servants whom he perceives as adversaries; to prosecuting his political opponents for personal gain; to pardoning convicted January 6th rioters he views as 'warriors,' 'great patriots' and 'hostages.'")
As journalist Joe Conason put it, 1930s-era dictators "were mocked as buffoons in their day, but when they suddenly came to power the joke was no longer quite so funny." In some sense, Trump's misplaced vanity, narcissism and ignorance are laughable. But we should never forget that those very qualities make him impervious to shame and contemptuous of social norms and legal restraints.
The Harris campaign should be on the lookout: Today's politics and political coverage too often elevate entertainment over substance, cynicism over analysis and superficiality over reflection. That's how we got a reality-show host and con man as president. Mockery is fine and serves a useful political and marketing purpose, but Vice President Harris and her team must be careful not to downplay the existential danger to the democratic experiment.
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Those cheap airfares come with a huge cost
Flights are full, which makes rebooking after delays and cancellations harder than ever.
By Marc Fisher, Charles Lane, Catherine Rampell | 2024-08-01

Passengers are seen waiting at Reagan National Airport on July 19 as technical issues grounded many flights. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post) 


On the latest episode of the "Impromptu" podcast, three Post Opinions columnists got together to talk about why air travel seems so miserable these days and what, if anything, can be done to make it better. This excerpt of their conversation has been edited.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: We live in the age of the teaser price for almost everything, and I have to admit, I'm a sucker for the teaser price. When I see, "Oh, I can get to the West Coast for $59," I click on that and then I realize, no, that's not really what I'm going to pay.
Marc Fisher: This is a great economic experiment, because it shows that price is the determining factor, and we will take any indignity they throw at us to get another $8 off the fare.
Catherine Rampell: They are only competing on price, effectively, at this point. And I think airfares are actually remarkably cheap. Particularly when you inflation-adjust for whatever comparable tickets would have been a couple of decades ago. I can fly one way from New York to California, if I time it right, for like 100 bucks, 120 bucks. That is insanely cheap, when you think about everything that goes into that flight, everything that goes into making that trip happen.
So I think the issue is: That's what consumers care about. They are sorting by price. If consumers cared about the other stuff, like how they are treated, or how comfortable the seating options were, then airlines would respond to that. But they don't.
In the first decade of this century, airlines overall were losing money. They lost a lot of money. And at some point, around 10 or 15 years ago, there was this movement within the industry toward what has been called capacity discipline. That means, essentially, that they are flying much fuller flights. So, rather than selling only 80 percent of the flight, they're selling close to 100 percent or sometimes over 100 percent, and they're overbooking.
That's very good for airlines, right? It's good for their profits if the planes are full. It's expensive to fly a half-empty plane. It keeps their costs down. That's partly what enables them to keep offering cheaper and cheaper tickets.
Charles: If you ask me, personally, how the experience of flying has changed the most since I started flying 40 or 45 years ago, it would be that: You never get on a half-full plane anymore. Back then, it was quite common to be one of like 20 people on a flight. They have really, with the help of sophisticated computing and so on, they've really optimized what you call capacity discipline.
Catherine: But if something goes wrong, people get screwed. Because it's not like you can just hop on the next flight where they have a bunch of empty seats. That's why you get these big pileups and delays. If your flight gets canceled, you might have to wait not just hours, but potentially days, as we have seen with this recent CrowdStrike issue, because there just is not a lot of redundancy built into the system.
Marc: I spent 24 hours in the Seattle airport last winter for precisely that reason. They had nowhere to put us after a cancellation. It was a total mess. And I think that they actually do this sort of on purpose, because I think there is a perverse joy, or pleasure of some sort, that a lot of passengers get from being treated like dirt. Because it makes them think they're getting a deal. If they were showering you with decent service and actually having customer service people at the airport during one of these giant pile ups, then you would think, well, they're spending all this money on that. I could get a cheaper fare if I go to the airline that treats me like dirt.
Catherine: Do you seriously know anybody who likes being treated badly by airlines?
Marc: Jerry Seinfeld built an entire career out of airline jokes about exactly the stuff we're talking about.
Catherine: But that's because people hate it.
Marc: They love to hate it.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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How a Supreme Court decision kept school segregation alive
50 years ago, a momentous ruling in Detroit was poised to integrate northern schools -- until the court overturned it.
By Michelle Adams | 2024-08-01

Children play near Birwood Wall next to Alfonso Wells Memorial Playground in Detroit on Oct. 24, 2019. (Jeff Kowalsky/AFP/Getty Images) 


Michelle Adams is the Henry M. Butzel Professor of Law at the University of Michigan and the author of "The Containment: Detroit, the Supreme Court, and the Battle for Racial Justice in the North," forthcoming in January.
This year marked the 70th anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark 1954 U.S. Supreme Court case. In it, the court unanimously held that separating children on the basis of race in public schools was unconstitutional, and rejected the idea that segregated schools could be "separate but equal." Brown rightly became iconic, a watershed moment in the progress toward racial equality in America.
But just 20 years after Brown -- 50 years ago this summer -- the Supreme Court decided another case that effectively stopped the promise of Brown in its tracks. Milliken v. Bradley is far less famous than Brown, but it should be better known, since it's one of the primary reasons schools are, in practice, still so segregated today.
The events at the center of Milliken took place in Detroit, which was home to thousands of Black people who had left the South in hopes of a better life during the Great Migration. In 1950, Detroit boasted nearly 2 million residents and was the fourth-largest city in the country. It was a city on the move. But behind the bluster was an unsettling reality: In Detroit, Jim Crow was alive and well.
Even as the city's population expanded, the growing Black community was held in check. Black people were contained to specific and often overcrowded neighborhoods in the central city. This containment wasn't accidental. Instead, it was the result of government policy. Courts enforced racially restrictive covenants which prevented Black occupancy in White areas, public housing was officially racially segregated, and a variety of governmental actors made it virtually impossible for housing developers to build housing for interracial occupancy. The city even featured a literal segregation barrier -- the Birwood Wall, which still stands -- between a Black and a White neighborhood.
As the 1950s turned into the 1960s, and particularly after civil unrest in 1967, many of Detroit's White families decamped for the suburbs. White people left the city of Detroit because the suburbs were open to them. But Blacks could not follow, for many of the same reasons that they were prevented from entering White neighborhoods within the city: racial discrimination.

Destruction and litter left in the streets after rioting in Detroit in July 1967. (AP) 


The containment extended to education, too. In the South, schools were segregated on the basis of race through state and local legislation; that was what Brown v. Board of Education was all about. That wasn't the case in Detroit, but the schools were segregated anyway. Why? School authorities simply incorporated residential segregation right into the schools. Requiring a child to attend school in her neighborhood effectively determined the racial composition of the schools. It was this kind of rule, which on its face seemed innocuous but in operation was anything but, that was the essence of northern Jim Crow.
In 1970, the NAACP sued state and local officials in federal court. During the course of the trial, the group's lawyers showed how government officials had intentionally segregated Detroit schools. But they also showed something bigger and more challenging to combat: how government policy had fomented housing segregation throughout the Detroit metropolitan area, which, in turn, led to the schools' segregation.
The judge who heard the case, Stephen J. Roth, was a Hungarian immigrant and former prosecutor who was hardly a liberal firebrand. But Roth was so convinced by the evidence that he ordered the boldest school desegregation plan that had ever been proposed in the United States. Roth's logic was plain: He found that state and local officials had intentionally segregated the schools in Detroit, but that there was no way to create meaningful desegregation within the city, because Detroit's public schools were already majority-Black. They could only be brought into compliance with Brown by including the suburbs.
Roth's sweeping and ambitious integration plan, therefore, included dozens of largely White, suburban school districts right alongside Detroit's. Southeastern Michigan's children -- Black and White -- would be educated together. Under Roth's plan, White families could not avoid integration merely by moving across 8 Mile Road and out of the city. Based on the judge's reading of precedent, Brown required metropolitan desegregation. Full stop.
But Roth's ruling didn't stand. On July 25, 1974, in Milliken v. Bradley, the Supreme Court overturned Roth's plan. In a 5-4 decision, the court ruled that suburban school districts that had not formally engaged in racial discrimination themselves could not be included in a larger, metropolitan integration plan. Emphasizing the importance of local control, the court treated the suburban school districts as independent, mini-sovereigns, even though the state, which had control over school-district lines, had violated the Constitution. But the issue in Milliken wasn't whether the school authorities had violated the Constitution; the Supreme Court never said otherwise. The question was whether the surrounding suburban school districts could be included in the remedy for that violation -- so that Detroit's Black schoolchildren would have a meaningful remedy. And the answer to that question, said the Supreme Court, was no.
Brown spoke to the problem of racially separate schools. But Milliken addressed the next-generation issue: whether racially separate school districts could be used as fences to keep schools segregated. The Supreme Court's decision effectively put an end to integration in northern schools, by "containing" the problem of segregation within city limits.
And that, in effect, spelled the end for Brown itself, as the court's ruling applied nationwide. At the time, many school districts in the South, which had clearly violated Brown, were still under court order to desegregate. But once those districts achieved "unitary status" and were no longer operating "dual" racially separate school systems, the constitutional violation was cured. This meant Brown no longer applied to them, but Milliken did. And Milliken said school district lines were sacrosanct. Milliken told families seeking to avoid desegregation exactly what to do: move to a different school district. The inevitable result was a decades-long process of resegregation that continues to this day, and which wiped out many of the gains that were made in Brown's first two decades.

Black pupils arrive by bus at Fleming Elementary School on Detroit's East side in January 1976. (AP) 


When the Milliken case was decided, Detroit's schools were more than two-thirds Black. Since then, segregation in the United States has only increased. In 2019, the majority of large metropolitan areas were more segregated than they had been in 1990. Using 2020 Census data, one study found that Detroit was the nation's most-segregated city; it was over 80 percent Black, with some nearby suburbs, such as Grosse Pointe, 90 percent White.
Legislators are beginning to understand the powerful role Milliken played in limiting Brown's promise. In 2020, the U.S. House passed the Strength in Diversity Act, which would have provided federal money to local education agencies to improve racial and socioeconomic diversity in public schools from preschool to high school. The Education and Labor Committee's report supporting the act recognized Milliken's importance in the government's retreat from integration efforts. The legislation was not enacted during the 116th Congress, but Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) reintroduced it during the current legislative session. This time around, it should become law.
Brown was a legal decision our nation could be proud of. In a brief opinion written in plain, declarative language, the court spoke to the country as it wanted to see itself: open, not closed, polyglot rather than parochial, a land of economic dynamism and equal opportunity. Just one generation later, the court in Milliken spoke not to our better angels but to our worst instincts. The country missed a critical opportunity to knit together our cities and our suburbs, Black and White, the well-off and the economically disadvantaged.
Today, the Strength in Diversity Act is just one of many initiatives by people working to fulfill the promise of Brown promise and make the enduring hope of metropolitan desegregation real. Fifty years ago this summer, the Supreme Court frustrated those aims, taking us down the wrong path. But those aspirations have never died -- and the fight is far from over.
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Where lynchings still happen
Animosity by religious fanatics continues to inspire hate crimes in India and Pakistan.
By Rana Ayyub | 2024-08-01
Twenty-three-year-old Salman Vohra had been married just three months. His relatives had planned a celebratory dinner on June 22 for him and his wife, Mashira, 20, who was newly pregnant. But first, Salman, a fervent fan in cricket-obsessed India, joined friends at a local tournament in the village of Chikhodra in Gujarat state.
Several of the players were Muslim, as was Salman. In this heavily Hindu province, he did nothing to hide his religion: He had a flowing beard and wore a skull cap, markers of his faith. During the tournament, the Muslim players performed well, which angered some Hindus in the audience, which eventually grew to about 5,000.
As the final match began, a dispute broke out in the parking lot. Salman's uncle Yasin Vohra told me a mob started chanting "Jai Shri Ram" -- "Victory to Lord Ram" -- a phrase that has become a rallying cry for Hindu nationalists. His uncle showed me a grainy video that went viral on the internet. You can see the crowd closing in and hear someone screaming for help and others shouting, "Hit him, hit him hard!"
Salman died from the beating and a knife wound to his kidney. At least 10 men have been arrested in connection with his slaying.

Salman Mohammad Hanif Vohra, in a photograph shared by his family members. (Saumya Khandelwal for The Washington Post) 


Two days earlier and 800 miles away in Pakistan, Mohammad Ismail, 40, from eastern Pakistan, was visiting Madyan, a popular tourist destination in the Swat Valley known for its tranquil beauty and scenic mountains. News stories reported that someone claimed to have seen burned pages of the Quran in Ismail's hotel room, rumors that were then amplified by announcements from mosques around the city. Never mind that Ismail was Muslim.
The police detained him for questioning on suspicion of blasphemy. He denied the charges. Islamist radicals forced their way into the police station, setting it and several police cars on fire, and the police fled. In a video on Whatsapp, a mob is seen beating and kicking him before setting him on fire. As he begs for mercy, the mob continues to kick him.
People streamed the assault on Facebook Live and other social media platforms. Ismail died inside the Madyan police station. Thirty people have been arrested in the case, including children as young as 13.
I viewed both of these videos. They were so disturbing that I could watch only in short bursts. These horrific incidents demonstrate yet again that the religious fault lines that led to the partition of India 77 years ago still constitute a powerful force.
In August 1947, after roughly 200 years of colonial rule, the British left India, partitioning the subcontinent into a Hindu-majority India and a Muslim-majority Pakistan. The land where Hindus and Muslims had once coexisted and fought together for freedom descended into one of the worst sectarian bloodbaths in history. Both communities experienced extreme violence: Women were raped and mutilated, men and children were slaughtered by Hindus and Sikhs on one side and Muslims on the other.
About 15 million people were displaced, roughly 1 million were killed, and one of the largest mass migrations in human history took place as people moved to either side of the new borders, leaving deep scars of hatred. Fleeing families were massacred by the thousands.
Why did a population of Hindus and Muslims who had fought together for independence turn on each other so violently? The transformation was driven by the British "divide and rule" strategy, which pitted one religion against the other. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, the leader of All-India Muslim League and an archrival of Mohandas K. Gandhi, sought a separate homeland for Muslims rather than allow them to be a minority of about 25 percent. "We will either have a divided India or a destroyed India," he said.

A street scene in Anand, India, on July 25. (Saumya Khandelwal for The Washington Post) 


The Indian National Congress party was the primary vehicle for the Indian independence movement, but its secular approach clashed with Hindu-nationalist ideology. The partition further fueled these sentiments. Saadat Hasan Manto, a revered chronicler of the shared history of India and Pakistan, wrote that the calamity of Partition was not that India had been divided into two countries but that "human beings in both countries were slaves, slaves of bigotry ... slaves of religious passions, slaves of animal instincts and barbarity."
The advent of social media has only magnified the divide. Posts in India and Pakistan speak disparagingly of the lynchings in the neighboring country but remain circumspect about the ones that take place on their own soil.
When Pakistani nationals watch the horrific videos emerging from India, they often write that Jinnah was right to insist on an Islamic republic. They point out that Muslims who chose to stay in India after Partition are treated as second-class citizens.
Yet as the murder of Mohammad Ismail shows, even Muslims are not safe in a country where blasphemy is punishable by death or life imprisonment. Not to mention minorities who -- in Pakistan, just as in India -- often fall victim to mob violence. The latest example: A Christian man in his 70s died in June after he was attacked by a mob in Sargodha, a city in northeastern Pakistan that is 95 percent Muslim. Nazir Masih, whose family owned a shoe business there, was set upon on May 25 after an uncorroborated report that he had burned pages of the Quran. His family says he was burning trash.
A mob formed outside Masih's place of business, as well as his home two blocks away. They set fire to the business, destroyed his home and attacked him with bricks, sticks, stones and steel rods. They also vandalized the homes of other Christian families, who fled. Police charged 44 identified suspects, plus hundreds of unidentified suspects, with terrorism; they also levied a blasphemy charge against Masih, who died of his injuries in a hospital a week later.
According to a report by a local foundation that investigated the incident, Masih's grandsons had gotten into a dispute with a Muslim neighbor three days before the incident. A nephew told investigators that some neighbors resented the success of the shoe business.
"False accusations of blasphemy continue to be on the rise in Pakistan, leading to targeted mob violence; crowds are provoked on religious sentiments to settle personal scores and dispense mob justice," the report read. "Unfortunately, in Pakistan when it comes to blasphemy accusations anyone is free to act as a prosecutor, judge and executor."

A police officer takes a sample from a blood-stained tree, where an enraged mob hung the body of 41-year-old Mushtaq Ahmed after they stoned him to death for allegedly desecrating the Quran in a remote village in Pakistan in February 2022. (Asim Tanveer/AP) 



Police officers examine destroyed vehicles which had been torched by a Islamist mob during an attack in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in June. The violence was in response to the arrest of Mohammad Ismail, who was reportedly killed by the mob in while still in police custody. (Naveed Ali/AP) 


So great is the fear of taking a stand against the blasphemy law in Pakistan that judges sometimes recuse themselves from hearing cases. In 2011, the governor of Punjab province, Salman Taseer, was killed by his own bodyguard for criticizing the blasphemy law.
Commentators in India express shock about the actions of mobs in Pakistan but have few words of outrage when lynching rampages take place in India, as they did after the recent general elections. Maktoob Media, an independent publication that reports on the marginalized, has listed 12 mob lynchings in the eight weeks since the June 4 election results.
Most disturbing is the way these brutal killings have become normalized.
When a mob lynched a Muslim man in India in 2015, a year after Hindu nationalist Narendra Modi became the prime minister, the attack made national headlines. Prime-time TV shows and lead editorials in newspapers asked, How could this happen in a democracy like India? Social media posts expressed shock and anger. Editorials were churned out about religious fundamentalism and bigotry.
Nine years later, mob lynchings barely make a ripple.
Because the victims are reduced to mere ciphers in news coverage of these incidents, I called their relatives to get a sense of the lives lost.
In the state of Uttar Pradesh in the north, I reached the brother of a Muslim man who was killed along with two others on June 7 while they were transporting cattle. The suspects said they were chasing the men to "protect the cows," holy animals in Hinduism. Attempted murder charges were dropped, and investigators said the victims had instead jumped to their deaths. The man told me his brother, Saddam Qureshi, 23, had never gone to school and had been working from the age of 14. "I know we will never get justice," his brother said. "Tell me what is illegal in the country -- transporting cattle or being a Muslim or both? Or just being a Muslim and a poor man in this country whose life has no meaning?"
In the same state, a mob lynched a Muslim man named Aurangzeb on June 18 as he was on his way home from selling bread. After police arrested four men in the case, protests broke out. Days later, a Hindu woman claimed her home had been robbed and that locals had identified Aurangzeb as one of the thieves. His injuries, she alleged, came when he fell down stairs trying to escape. Eleven days after his death, authorities charged him with banditry. I called Aurangzeb's sister. "What is the point of this, there will be no justice. We are living in trauma, just let us be," she said before hanging up.
Also in Uttar Pradesh, where another Muslim man, Firoz Qureshi, was allegedly lynched in July, authorities filed a criminal case against journalists who reported the incident, charging them with "promoting enmity." Police said the man had been beaten up by a few men when he entered their home and the killing was not a mob lynching. The man's family told a different story. "It seems it's a crime in Modi's India to report a crime," said journalist and author Ziya Us Salam.
As for Salman Vohra, the newlywed killed at the cricket match, his uncle Yasin said Salman loved working out at the gym and was a fan of Bollywood icon Shah Rukh Khan. He added that the family had encouraged Salman and his brothers to move to Canada, where other relatives have settled, because of the anti-Muslim mind-set that has overtaken Gujarat in recent years. "But Salman wanted to be close to his soil, his Gujarat, his friends."

From left, Yasmin Bin Mohammad Hanif Vohra, Mohammad Hanif Anwarbhai Vohra and Mohammad Sahal Mohammad Hanif Vohra mourn the death of family member Salman Mohammad Hanif Vohra on July 25. (Saumya Khandelwal for The Washington Post) 


What, if anything, will stop the rash of killings? In both India and Pakistan, the men in power are inflaming religious hatred rather than tamping it down: In the recent national elections, Modi regularly incited his followers in India with harsh criticisms of Muslims, whom he called "infiltrators." And in Pakistan, last year the government broadened the blasphemy law, even though false charges have reportedly resulted in many deaths.
Pakistan's defense minister, Khawaja Asif, addressed the National Assembly on the topic in June, saying  the country had failed to protect its citizens. "Minorities are being murdered daily ... no religious minority is safe in Pakistan. Even the smaller sects of the Muslims are not safe," he said. He acknowledged that in cases of alleged blasphemy, people were exploiting religious sentiments for personal disputes. The National Assembly passed a resolution condemning lynchings but no law to enforce it.
And in India in July,  a judge castigated the Delhi police for failing to act against officials who were involved in the lynching of a Muslim man in January 2020. "Mob vigilantism and mob violence do not cease to be so merely because these are perpetrated, not by ordinary citizens, but by policemen themselves," he wrote. "If anything, the element of abomination gets aggravated if a hate crime is committed by persons in uniform."
I asked Nadeem Khan, founder of India's Association for Protection of Civil Rights, whether he saw any hope on the horizon. "You can have all the laws and rules against mob lynching," he said, "but when you are dealing with an anti-Muslim regime that has systematically abdicated its responsibility towards the marginalized, there can be little justice in sight."
Sowing hatred against "the other" is a powerful political tool used by autocrats worldwide. With a lack of political will to counter that force, humanity will continue to be a casualty in these two nations with a shared history and culture.
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Do not mess with the very old
Listen, and you will hear from them the exquisite chime of life.
By Anne Lamott | 2024-08-01
Many elderly friends have what I call the chime. It is a vibrating energy that certain artistic and spiritual people exude, as do people with a basic spirit of generosity. Almost silent, the chime rings like a tiny triangle off in the expanse. The chime is life and is in all of us, but it tends to be muffled until much of the clamor and hustle of existence quiets down. I hear it most often in the  elderly, whose days are quieter, who gladly ruminate and gaze out windows a lot. They may appear frail, but there is strength in this fragility.
Do not mess with the very old and their gangs. I see them live with grace and (sometimes cranky) humor, along with infirmity, pain, wobbly brains and the scar tissue of decades enduring the blows and losses splattered through human life. They laugh gently at me when they hear me once again in do-or-die mode: They've seen over and over that most things will be okay as long as we're tender with each other. They are whom I want to be in 10 years, if I am alive and can remember this one thing.
Twelve years ago, seven older women and I formed a gang when we discovered in a recovery group that we had all tried and failed to rescue our grown kids from addiction. We had excellent ideas for our adult progeny! We just wanted to help, but help is the sunny side of control, and our kids often ran from us. Of course they came back because they needed us to babysit.
The Grans and I began meeting every week, busting each other when we meddled too egregiously. We let go, and -- coincidentally -- all of our kids ended up sober. Five years ago when I got married, I asked them to be my bridesmaids. They were in their 70s. (One of the flower girls was 80.)
In the years since, one has died and two have been widowed. They are dealing with cancer, AFib, macular degeneration and legions of mysterious pains. They laugh a lot, wake up stiff and deeply grateful for life, for this day.
A second collective in which I claim membership is a group of postcard writers. Every election cycle, you will find this gang of mine addressing postcards to inconsistent voters. I had a beloved friend of nearly 40 years, the Very Rev. Bill Rankin, who died two years ago at a frail 81. I spent a lot of time with him the summer he was dying. He was often writing these voter postcards when I'd arrive. We were part of the same syndicate, with a nice older woman in the Sonny Barger role, directing and exhorting us. (Ride free or die! Buy rolls of stamps for the fixed income people! Come get more when you're done!)
"You're so good to keep doing this," I said.
"I want the world to know that, as Al Capone said, 'We mean business.'" He was emaciated and on portable oxygen, but his chime could (and still can) be heard.
One of my dearest old lady friends, Frances Stewart, got arrested a number of times in her late 70s with a bunch of other old men and women scaling (or trying to scale) the fences at nuclear power facilities.
She got fuzzier and fuzzier but was spared the terrors some people have with Alzheimer's. She was pretty dithery and yet so game. She chimed. My uncle took us sailing toward the end of her life on a windswept San Francisco Bay. I handed her a buttered Saltine for seasickness, and she popped it into her purse. When I pointed this out, she roared with laughter. The people who'd tried to scale the fences later formed a garden club with devious tendencies, helping to block some developers in our small coastal town and working to save our lagoon. She talked me into taking a CPR class with her aged female friends a few years before she died. It was very touching, although I was never sure any of them could have revived a being much bigger than a Yorkie. They were entranced, so glad to be of service.
One last gang. Ursula Le Guin said, "We are not great powers. But we are the light. Nobody can put us out." The oldest person I knew, a grande dame of theater from New Zealand named Ann Brebner, died a few years ago at 93. By 90, she was on her way out, with worsening AFib and mild dementia, but she loved being alive, here, on this side of things.
She was a beauty, with fine white hair she wore up and a beaky nose, a combination of delicate, refined and steely. Her salvation, her higher power, was art, music, books, movies, theater -- her source of comfort that had showed her the way as a young girl, until the end.
When Brebner got sick with congestive heart failure, her mind started to go, and she came to believe that people were moving her rented cottage from place to place while she slept. It only sometimes made her sad and scared, other times just curious.
A posse of us old friends formed to support her. There were five of us, three in their late 80s. We spent a lot of time with her in her tiny garden, where she had mostly planted white impatiens to reflect the moonlight and milkweed to attract monarch butterflies.
Monarchs had been everywhere in her New Zealand childhood. One of her earliest memories was of being 4 years old and chasing a monarch in her yard, entranced by the tiger-colored stained-glass windows of its wings. When it landed, she was able to pick it up for a fluttering moment. When it took off, there was butterfly powder on her fingers. By the end, she could not remember where her cottage was, but she could remember the light yellow butterfly powder on her hands.
The gang was able to keep her at home in her familiar if movable surroundings. We raised enough money to get her paid caregivers every night, till 8 in the morning, when one us would show up. We took four-hour shifts. She mostly sat in her garden or on her couch, appearing to do nothing but listen to classical music. We gave her her favorite foods and did not try to force her to drink Ensure and eat unborn baby kale for strength. She just kept chiming away.
The last months of her life contained hardship, blessing, laughter, misery, grace and limbo, just like all life. Her strength and cognition ebbed and flowed. It felt as if she were being subsumed by the all-encompassing ocean, the all-holding waters. Here I am, it says, deep today; here I am now, medium, in organized waves; here I am now shallow and lacy, and coming in fast -- better step back and wait while I roll in, until I roll all the way out again.

"The greatest gift that people can accept at any age is that we're on borrowed time, and they don't want to squander it on stupid stuff," Anne Lamott says.
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The NABJ wasn't the audience Trump was aiming at 
His ignorant, insulting comments were aimed at the MAGA crowds watching from afar.
By Colbert King | 2024-07-31

Former president Donald Trump speaks at the National Association of Black Journalists' convention in Chicago on Wednesday, with, from left, ABC News's Rachel Scott, Semafor's Kadia Goba and Fox News's Harris Faulkner. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


During his appearance before the National Association of Black Journalists on Wednesday, Donald Trump, as usual, played to the audience.
It just wasn't the audience in the room.
Referring to Vice President Harris, Trump said, "I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black, and now she wants to be known as Black. So I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?" It was ignorant. It was insulting. And it was a statement dripping with disdain and disrespect for the assembled Black journalists. Trump knew, and they knew that Trump knew, better. Trump was not speaking to them but to a MAGA audience beyond the Hilton Chicago that loves mocking people of color. He was having jaded fun. Think. "She happened to turn Black and now she wants to be known as Black," he said, sneeringly.
As offensive as all that was to the Black men and women staring in his direction, Trump knew it was getting a belly laugh with his crowd, who can't get enough of that stuff.
In a Trump charade, facts don't matter.
Most of the NABJ audience knows the truth. That Harris is a daughter of a Jamaican father and an Indian mother. That both of her parents immigrated to this country.
Harris has said her mother raised her sister and her as Black because that's how the world would see them.
Harris has been dealing with that trope for years. "I'm Black, and I'm proud of being Black," said the then-senator in a 2019 radio interview. "I was born Black. I will die Black, and I'm not going to make excuses for anybody because they don't understand."
Harris embraced her identity. She elected to attend my alma mater, Howard University. She pledged Alpha Kappa Alpha, a historically Black sorority. She and my wife, Gwen, are sorority sisters -- a relationship they discovered four years ago when Harris brought her campaign for the Democratic presidential nomination to Washington. As an undergraduate, Harris became a Sweetheart of my fraternity, Kappa Alpha Psi.
Trump doesn't know and probably doesn't care that Sen. Kamala Harris was a member of the Congressional Black Caucus.
Lest anyone forget, Trump led the false, racist "birther" movement against President Barack Obama. And he tried the same thing against Harris when she was named Joe Biden's running mate in 2020. President Trump said at a news conference, "I just heard it today that she doesn't meet the requirements and by the way the lawyer that wrote that piece is a very highly qualified, very talented lawyer." The piece was a pile of junk, as were Trump's grotesque hits on Harris's heritage, then and now.
And from the jeering audience in the room on Wednesday, he got the scornful reception he deserved.
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The mediators struggle to keep a lid on a blood feud
The assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh is another blow to the work of U.S. negotiators.
By David Ignatius | 2024-07-31

Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed in Iran on Wednesday, in 2018 in Gaza City. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


The United States is a superpower. Yet for nine months it has been unable to broker a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas. Now, with the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh on Wednesday, the blood feud between the two appeared to deepen, with American peacemakers standing on the sidelines.
Israel didn't comment on the death of Haniyeh in Tehran, but it didn't need to. Since the Israel-Gaza war began, it's been clear that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu would take unilateral measures, regardless of American advice, to repay Hamas for its ghastly Oct. 7 attack on Israel. His goal isn't making peace with Hamas, but destroying it. And most Israelis probably agree with him.
That left Biden administration officials scrambling once again Wednesday to keep the lid on a dangerous situation, stressing that nobody wants a regional cataclysm and that hopes for a durable cease-fire remain alive. White House officials believe the key channels to Hamas leadership were inside Gaza, not Haniyeh from his outside base in Qatar. And perhaps, they hope, the death of the nominal Hamas leader will give Netanyahu more space to negotiate.
"Even today, everyone is still talking," said one U.S. official.
Optimism is essential for mediators, especially when the negotiating table seems to have been overturned. So it's reassuring that CIA Director William J. Burns and Middle East adviser Brett McGurk are still in the game. The moment U.S. diplomats actually walk off the stage, Israel and the moderate Arabs are sunk.
The American-Israeli alliance has often been strained over peace issues, but rarely more than now. The day before the Haniyeh killing, Hezbollah military commander Fuad Shukr was slain in an Israeli airstrike in Beirut carried out in response to the attack Saturday that killed 12 children on a soccer field in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. The message was that Israel can strike anyone, anywhere -- but will this show of force intimidate Israel's allies into quiescence? I doubt it. Will it draw the United States into a catastrophic war? Maybe. But for diplomats engaged in shuttle diplomacy, the only gear is "forward."
The conflict between allies is obvious: The Biden team's goal is de-escalation. Netanyahu's is "total victory," as he repeated last week in a speech to Congress. He's not alone in taking a hard-line view. Hamas and its Iranian patrons remain committed to the destruction of Israel.
Since the war began, American peacemaking has been like Zeno's paradoxes, where each step takes you halfway closer to the goal, but you never reach it. Hamas refuses to capitulate. And Israel, with each new reprisal attack in Gaza, Damascus, Beirut or Tehran, diminishes the momentum toward a settlement.
When I've pressed Israeli friends over the years how they can get off this perpetual-motion machine of violence, they often answer with resignation: "It's the Middle East." Meaning that violence and hatred are facts of life, military power is the only path to security and "peace" is an illusion.
There was a moment a generation ago, at the time of the 1993 Oslo accords, when Palestinian compromises encouraged a genuine peace movement in Israel, this argument goes. But after the bloodshed of the Palestinian intifadas and Hamas's vicious attacks on Israel, that moment is long gone.
It's hard to argue with such cynicism when it comes to the Middle East. But Israelis should ask themselves how well the hard-nosed, forever-war approach has worked in practice. The Israelis are still stuck in a zero-sum game, while many Arab states have moved toward accommodation. Most Arab nations have quiet diplomatic contacts with Iran; so does the United States. The United Arab Emirates seems more concerned these days about protecting its future-facing artificial intelligence-driven economy than sustaining the ancient Arab-Palestinian feud. The camel train is moving on, so to speak. But Israel is stuck.
Perhaps Hamas can be crushed into the total submission that Netanyahu seeks. Maybe Iran will tolerate the killing of an ally who came to Tehran to attend the inauguration of its new president. Possibly this latest round of escalation will remain teetering on the brink, rather than tumbling into all-out war. But at some point, the mediators' luck runs out.
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Trump will make the trains run on time
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Trump telling Christians they won't have to vote after 2024.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-07-31

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post) 
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It's not just the humidity. It's the heat.
Readers suggest ways to curb climate change. Plus: a major metro food fail.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-07-31

Mely Chaves, 53, and her boyfriend Adan Rodriguez, 51, cool off by spraying themselves with a garden hose outside of Adan's rental home in Fresno, Calif., on July 7. (Philip Cheung for The Washington Post)


Two stories in The Post on July 24 -- "Sunday was Earth's hottest day in recorded history, climate scientists say" and the more hopeful "Report: U.S. is making progress on its climate goals but is still falling short" -- lead me to suggest we need to better inform the public on ways individuals can act to limit climate change, inspiring hope through action rather than despair.
People understand that methane is one of the major contributors to heat in our atmosphere, 80 times more harmful than carbon dioxide (for the first 20 years). A major source of methane is the livestock industry. This is not a small problem. Right now, we have 8 billion humans on Earth and nearly 1 billion cattle. That's a lot of methane.
One simple action we can take: Give up meat one day per week. If the U.S. population did this for just one year, that would be equivalent to taking 7.6 million gas-powered cars off the road. Talk about an enormous dent in greenhouse gas.
Jane DeMarines, Bethesda
The writer is the executive director of Climate Diet.
So much heat. We are baking our planet, with no end in sight. Meanwhile, the fossil fuel industry continues to expand. Yes, we need oil and gas as we transition to clean energy, but our government should stop subsidizing that industry and stop opening more areas to mining and drilling.
What we should be doing instead is placing a per-ton fee on carbon emissions at the mine or well. To protect consumers from higher prices, return the funds from this fee to them. In addition, many clean energy projects await permits. Those should be expedited.
I want my children and grandchildren to be able to enjoy nature during the summer, and I think our congressional representatives do too. Let's be sure that we have climate champions in Congress by voting them in.
Maggie Wineburgh-Freed, Los Angeles
The July 17 Wednesday Opinion column "You think it's hot? Wait until we measure temperature correctly.," on the impact of heat on the human body and measuring heat with three thermometers, was interesting, but I fear it will only result in more confusion over measuring temperature and heat.
We all know the expression "It's not the heat; it's the humidity." In 1978, fellow meteorologist George Winterling created a system he named "humiture" to measure the heating effects of temperature and humidity. It's simple to understand and easy to calculate in your head. I showed the humiture for many years and encouraged friends at the National Weather Service to adopt it as "how hot it feels," but it became the "heat index."
The air temperature is an absolute measure of heat. The dew point (the temperature at which dew or fog forms) is an absolute measure of humidity. We really start to notice the summer humidity when the dew point is above 65 degrees. Subtract 65 from the current dew point, and add the difference to the air temperature. That's essentially the humiture or heat index. Simple? I hope so.
During our recent heat wave, the temperature was 100 degrees and the dew point was 75 degrees. Therefore, the humiture was 110 degrees.
Is simpler better, even if it may not feel cooler?
Bob Ryan, McLean
The writer is a former meteorologist and former president of the American Meteorological Society.
Thank you for highlighting the dire consequences of the recent extreme heat wave in the July 11 article "Dozens killed in past week amid scorching U.S. heat wave." This is a grim reminder that the climate crisis is at our doorstep, with at least two deaths right here in Maryland. The sweltering temperatures we've all endured in the region are becoming more frequent and severe. Hundreds of heat records were shattered across the United States during July alone.
Public policy leaders recognize the urgency of this crisis and are trying to take action. The Biden-Harris administration recently proposed new Occupational Safety and Health Administration rules designed to protect 36 million workers from extreme heat and related injuries and death. Still, much more is needed to protect vulnerable Americans, including nonworking populations such as children and the elderly.
Dealing with extreme heat is costly, and state budgets are already strained by the demands of other climate-related disasters. Fortunately, Maryland has a solution: the Responding to Emergency Needs From Extreme Weather Act. This legislation aims to hold polluters accountable for the climate crisis by requiring them to pay for vital mitigation solutions. This much-needed funding could, for example, help pay for air conditioning in schools and nursing homes -- without costing taxpayers a penny.
The state legislatures in Vermont and New York have passed similar measures. Now it's time for Maryland to do the same.
Jamie DeMarco, College Park
The writer is the Maryland director at the Chesapeake Climate Action Network.
Regarding Eugene Robinson's June 21 Friday Opinion column, "A climate solution called hope":
Nations in southern Africa need our help now as drought is causing severe food shortages. Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe have declared national emergencies from the lack of rainfall caused by the El Nino weather phenomenon.
Southern Africa is a region already devastated by climate change, and it lacks the resources to cope with extreme drought. Nearly 5 million people (more than the entire population of Louisiana) are in desperate need of food aid.
Families that are already struggling in poverty have lost their lifeline: farming. The impoverished farmers do not have irrigation systems or other ways to cope with drought. Food reserves are not enough.
The World Food Program in Malawi is reporting a surge in cases of malnutrition among children at health clinics. Parents are not eating to try and save food for their children.
These people need our help. The international community needs to step up donations for Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and any other southern African nations affected by drought. We should advocate for emergency food rations, nutrition programs for infants and school feeding programs for kids. In addition to emergency aid, there should be agricultural support to help farmers better cope with drought in the future.
William Lambers, Cincinnati
The writer is author of the book "Ending World Hunger."
I'm writing in response to the July 3 Metro article "D.C. faces federal fine over snags with SNAP," about the $4.4 million penalty for persistent errors in processing critical food assistance benefits. In the article, the Agriculture Department named D.C. one of the worst-performing states or territories nationwide regarding how it handles SNAP benefit cases.
I recently completed a policy brief on the Healthy Food Financing Initiative Reauthorization Act of 2023. More than 40 million Americans live in underserved communities and do not have access to high-quality food -- or the financial means to purchase it. This leads to health disparities in these communities.
In the D.C. case, SNAP recipients were either overpaid or underpaid. It's important to ensure that each family that relies on SNAP benefits has enough benefits each month. These vital benefits provide better access to quality foods, without which the disparities in healthy communities will only grow.
Dyral Brown, Alexandria
Colbert I. King was right on target with his July 6 op-ed, "Why is D.C.'s food aid system so dysfunctional?" But there's even more to the story.
First, there's plenty of shame to go around. Forty-four states and D.C. are failing to meet Agriculture Department requirements for application processing. Second, it would be unfair to place all of the blame on D.C. or any one state. Though states are responsible for implementing and paying half of the associated costs, SNAP is one of the few federally funded, state-administered benefits programs that does not avail states the flexibility to use contractors or other outside assistance. This makes it hard to meet surges in demand and to augment state personnel where workforce shortfalls are intractable -- which today includes many, if not most, states. This inflexibility makes no sense. It is in no small part the reason states are not meeting required processing times and why error rates are so high.
Instead, SNAP and all other such programs should establish immutable guardrails and performance requirements -- processing times, payment accuracy and overall customer satisfaction -- and then allow states the room to administer the programs in ways that align best with their own individual circumstances. That would be in the best interests of the taxpayer and beneficiaries alike.
Fortunately, there is an opportunity today to address this problem. The House version of the Farm Bill contains language that would give states this flexibility. Consistent with the recommendations of numerous organizations representing state government officials, as well as a 2023 report from the National Academy of Public Administration, Congress should do the right thing and authorize more performance-centric and flexible administrative rules. Otherwise, the shame will be theirs.
Stan Soloway, Washington
The writer is a fellow and vice chairman of the National Academy of Public Administration.
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Life got you down? Try becoming an elf.
Plus: An infurating AI ad at the Olympics. Mark Kelly's multilevel-marketing past.
By Drew Goins | 2024-07-31
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Eva Widermann for The Washington Post) 


You are pulling together a retrospective for Dungeons & Dragons' 50th anniversary. You send out emails to fans of the role-playing game asking them to share their memories. You get a submission from *rolls a 20-sided die* ... Anderson Cooper! He agrees to be illustrated ... with elf ears!
This is just the first of many unlikely fantasies to come to fruition in audience strategy editor Lillian Barkley's compilation commemorating five decades of tabletop magic-making.
The players' recounted exploits are at once hair-raising, nostalgic and moving. Cooper writes of how D&D gave him a momentary escape from the trauma of his father's death, and how relics of the game kept his brother's memory alive after he died. Comedian Ally Beardsley explains how their in-game character was always two steps ahead of their own real-life gender transition.
It's a great read even if you have little or no D&D experience. Only once have I played the game that fantasy author Lev Grossman calls "weird and arcane and important, like sex or calculus," yet I related deeply with his admission that "when it came to the actual playing of D&D, I was awful -- both at playing it and to play it with." (My character, a wily feline named after former MLB player Tuffy Gosewisch, went through a portal in the opposite direction of every other player, at which point the portal promptly closed and Tuffy spent the rest of the game on his iPhone.)
Each essay points to what Dungeons & Dragons really is: a celebration of imagination. Actor Joseph Gordon-Levitt remembers crafting a fabulously creative plot only to have a fellow player smash it to bits.
A good dungeon master, Gordon-Levitt writes, "can imagine literally anything and make that part of the adventure, but once the game begins, they also have to be flexible, ready to come up with new ideas in response to the equally limitless imaginations of their players."
In that way, isn't life just one big dungeon?
By the way, props to my dungeon master, Jeremy -- whose quick thinking turned Tuffy's cell service into what ultimately saved the day.
Chaser: Is D&D or another tabletop game close to your heart? Tell us about it, and share your favorite memory of playing.
Russia is furious at its exclusion from the Olympics. Just look, Lee Hockstader writes, to authorities' removal a few days before the Games of 48 European flags from Moscow's Square of Europe -- which, for good measure, the government then renamed Square of Eurasia.
It's just more evidence, Lee writes, that the Kremlin is convinced "that the war in Ukraine is a proxy for a long-term struggle with the West. When top U.S. and European generals assess Russia's postwar intentions, they see a country consumed by fury and bent on revenge."
That's not the bit of the Olympics that has Alexandra Petri so mad as "to throw a sledgehammer into the television." That impulse is because of Google's disastrous ad for its Gemini AI.
"If you haven't seen this ad, you are leading a blessed existence and I wish to trade places with you," Alex writes. "But I am about to recount it to you so that you can share in my misery, as anyone who has been watching the Olympics in any format now does."
She does, and what follows is a barn-burning sermon on the value of human creativity. Don't miss it, and don't miss what artificial intelligence would take from you, either.
Vice President Harris's team announced that she will appear at a rally Tuesday with her pick to be her running mate, hoping to continue building on the campaign's energy. (Can it maintain this considerable momentum? Dana Milbank moderates a discussion in the latest Prompt 2024 newsletter.)
That gives us, at most, five days to wildly speculate about that pick. So let's get to it!
E.J. Dionne interviewed a lot of the options last year, including Govs. Andy Beshear of Kentucky, Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, Tim Walz of Minnesota and Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan. He runs through the strengths of each, but there's one overarching takeaway: "Democrats outside of Washington have been thinking hard about how to escape the snares, limitations and divisions of Trump-era politics."
Mark Kelly, on the other hand, might fall right into a Trumpian snare, writes Jim Geraghty, who argues that the Arizona senator's past, er, entrepreneurial stint might muddy the Democrats' contrast from Donald Trump; Jim dug up Kelly's work representing a multilevel-marketing vitamin company trying to get big in China.
"The whole point of the Democratic ticket," Jim writes, "is to be a clearly better option than Trump, not just a different flavor of the same willingness to smile for a quick buck from chumps."
Chaser: Edith Pritchett cartoons a few unexpected running-mate options that Harris should consider. Vice President Simone Biles, anyone?
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
High-fantasy quest
Boosts real-life creative stats
All across the board
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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A detainee-abuse scandal erupts just when Israel can least afford it
Echoes of Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib threaten to shake Israel's internal cohesion and global standing. 
By Max Boot | 2024-07-31

Protesters gather outside of the Sde Teiman military base on Monday in support of Israeli soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse. (Tsafrir Abayov/AP) 


Israel's war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip is now nearly 10 months old and shows no sign of ending. Meanwhile, its war against Hezbollah is escalating: After a Hezbollah rocket struck a soccer field on Sunday in the Golan Heights, killing 12 children, Israel responded on Tuesday with an airstrike that killed a senior Hezbollah commander in Beirut. Israel is also being blamed by Iran, the chief supporter of both Hamas and Hezbollah, for the assassination in Tehran of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, which was announced early Wednesday; the mullahs vow revenge. A larger regional conflict could break out at any moment.
In such a dangerous, tinderbox environment, Israel desperately needs both international support and internal cohesion. Both are threatened by a growing scandal concerning Israeli mistreatment of Palestinian detainees at the Sde Teiman prison -- a name that is now likely to enter the annals of infamy alongside Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib.
Since Hamas's barbaric assault on Israel on Oct. 7, Israeli forces have been sending captured Gazans arrested on suspicion of being Hamas members to the Sde Teiman facility in the Negev desert, where they can spend weeks and even months being held as "unlawful combatants," without charges or trials. (Under Israel's Unlawful Combatants Law, detainees can be held up to 75 days without seeing a judge and up to six months without a lawyer.) An estimated 4,000 Palestinian detainees have done time at Sde Teiman. Of that total, about 1,500 have been released without apology or compensation, while the rest were moved to other Israeli prisons for further investigation and possible prosecution as Hamas terrorists.
Allegations have been emerging for months about the abuse of detainees at Sde Teiman and other facilities. The Post ran one of the earliest such accounts, in January, recounting the testimony of a 20-year-old Palestinian seized in the Gaza Strip: "Jihad Hammouda said he spent 17 days blindfolded and handcuffed in an Israeli detention facility, made to kneel on the ground for hours at a time. ... Interrogators beat him when he denied being involved with Hamas, he recounted; one soldier held a knife to his hand, threatening to cut off a finger unless he admitted to possessing weapons."
As time has passed, the evidence of mistreatment at Sde Teiman, in particular, has mounted. At least 35 detainees have died either at the prison or shortly after leaving it. Israeli officials claim they died of wounds or illnesses contracted before incarceration. But an Israeli-Palestinian lawyer who has made a career of representing Palestinian detainees in Israeli military courts visited Sde Teiman and told the Israeli magazine +972: "The situation there is more horrific than anything we've heard about Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo."
In a petition to the Israeli Supreme Court, the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, a human rights group, wrote: "Mounting testimonies have exposed the unimaginable abuses at Sde Teiman -- surgeries without anesthesia, prolonged restraint in agonizing positions, handcuffing injuries requiring amputation, permanent blindfolding even during medical treatment, detainees held in diapers, severe beatings and torture."
Under pressure from the Israeli high court, the Israel Defense Forces has been transferring most detainees to other facilities, vowing to use Sde Teiman only for "intake, interrogation, and initial screening." On Monday, members of Israel's military police arrived at Sde Teiman to arrest nine reservists serving as prison guards on charges that they had committed "serious abuse of a detainee" -- including, allegedly, rape and sexual abuse.
That's when all hell broke loose. Dozens of right-wing protesters, including far-right members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's Knesset coalition, stormed the prison on Monday. More demonstrators later mobbed Beit Lid, the headquarters of Israel's military courts and military police, where the nine arrested soldiers were being held.
The rioters at Beit Lid included masked soldiers, some of them wearing logos to indicate they were members of the unit that had guarded detainees at Sde Teiman. The IDF, which is facing the prospect of a two-front war against Hamas and Hezbollah, had to redeploy two combat battalions simply to protect Beit Lid from the protesters. According to the Israeli newspaper Haaretz, the police, overseen by Israel's far-right minister of national security, Itamar Ben Gvir, did little to stop the rioters.
Indeed, Ben Gvir appeared to incite the mob by calling the soldiers' arrest "nothing less than shameful" and insisting that "soldiers need to have our full support." But then Ben Gvir has already made clear that he cares nothing for the rights of detainees and even encourages their mistreatment.
On July 2, he wrote on X in response to reports of overcrowding and abuses in prisons: "One of the highest goals I have set for myself is to worsen the conditions of the terrorists in the prisons, and to reduce their rights to the minimum required by law. ... Everything published about the abominable conditions of these vile murderers in prison was true."
With such cruel bombast, Ben Gvir and his far-right ilk show they are all too ready to sacrifice Israel's moral standing and legitimacy. They are, as a former IDF spokesman branded them, "pyromaniacs who spout nonsense."
These Israelis are reminiscent of the right-wing Americans who celebrated Army Lt. William L. Calley Jr., the only U.S. soldier convicted in connection with the 1968 My Lai Massacre, when U.S. troops killed at least 347 men, women and children in a South Vietnamese hamlet. For many misguided Americans, Calley (who died in April) became a folk hero -- his saga celebrated in a song ("Battle Hymn of Lt. Calley") that sold more than 1 million records.
In reality, Calley and other war criminals did incalculable damage to the country they served. Their misconduct undermined support for the war effort, tarnished the reputation of the armed forces, and damaged military morale and discipline. The same was true with those Americans who, decades later, were guilty of abusing detainees in the war on terror.
As Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), who knew a thing or two about being tortured, said in 2011: "It is difficult to overstate the damage that any practice of torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment by Americans does to our national character and historical reputation -- to our standing as an exceptional nation among the countries of the world."
Today, the cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment of Palestinian detainees allegedly committed by Israeli guards is doing grave damage to Israel's standing in the world and to its internal cohesion at the worst possible time: while it is engulfed in a seemingly never-ending and rapidly expanding conflict. The only winners will be Hamas and Hezbollah terrorists -- and their terror-masters in Tehran.
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Sports betting ads are out of control. For solutions, look overseas.
The Olympics will see a spike in sports betting and all the attendant problems. But online gambling is a global phenomenon. How are other countries coping?
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-31

LeBron James dribbles in a U.S. men's basketball game against Serbia at the 2024 Olympics on Sunday in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (Michael Conroy/AP)


The Paris Olympics are well underway, which means sportsbooks are calculating and offering odds, or "over-unders," for everything from how many points and assists basketball superstar LeBron James will produce to swimmer Katie Ledecky's final medal count. Not coincidentally, Olympics rules allow NBCUniversal, which is providing live coverage of the events, to run ads from betting companies -- and the network expects to break ad sales records from the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. There appears to be an accompanying surge in online sports betting.
The online sports betting market exploded across the United States after the Supreme Court gave states the power to set their own regulations in 2018. The market is projected to earn $14.3 billion in revenue this year, with 11 percent of the adult population using online gambling apps, which offer casino games and the like in addition to sports betting. The European Union, with nearly 500 million people, is expected to see $11.7 billion in sports betting revenue this year; Britain, $4.5 billion, with 20 percent of its adult population gambling online. In Australia, the number might be $4.5 billion, with nearly 17 percent betting online; and in Canada -- where 49 percent of adults bet online -- revenue could be just under $1 billion for 2024.
As legal sports betting grows, so do its toxic side effects: gambling addiction, personal bankruptcy and mental health problems. High-profile scandals have raised concerns about preserving the integrity of matches -- and the spirit of competition.  It's worth looking at how the United States' peer countries, many with longer experience in dealing with legalized sports gambling, address these problems -- starting with a key engine of betting growth: advertising.
Italy, Spain and the Netherlands have banned ads for sports betting during live games, known as "whistle  to whistle" bans. This limits prop bets, or fast-paced, impulsive wagers on the results of individual athletic acts -- kicks, throws or penalty shots -- in the middle of a contest. The regulations differ across countries. Spain, for example, restricts gambling ads to the hours of 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. But Spain's Supreme Court this year overturned some stricter ad bans.  Italy bans betting ads across all platforms, including online, during live broadcasts.
Some countries restrict ads during hours and in places where they are more likely to be seen by children. Belgium limits gambling ads across all platforms during certain hours. Australia had plans to restrict when sports betting ads could appear, but the current government appears to have backtracked. In May, Bulgaria's president signed a law prohibiting gambling ads on TV, radio, newspapers and websites. Ireland, Finland and Norway are also considering strict controls on sports ads. Britain has gone even further, since 2022 banning professional soccer players, celebrities and anyone known to have a large social media following among minors from appearing in gambling ads.
Canada's Parliament allowed gambling in 2021; by 2022, more than 40 online betting outfits were established -- accompanied by a tsunami of gambling ads. Some ads for BetMGM featured retired NHL Hall of Famer Wayne Gretzky and even current stars such as Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers. The Campaign to Ban Ads for Gambling, led by Canadian Olympian Bruce Kidd, an emeritus professor at the University of Toronto, estimated more than 300,000 people were at risk of gambling-related harms, including "runaway debt, stress to families, low self-esteem, anxiety, depression, and even suicide." Mr. Kidd's group lobbied the Ontario parliament to restrict the use of athletes and celebrities in betting ads. But Mr. Kidd said the new rules had a major loophole; sports stars can still appear in ads, as long as they are promoting "responsible betting."
Any attempt to regulate gambling ads in the United States might run afoul of America's free-speech tradition. The same was true in Canada. But advocates of gambling advertisement restrictions in Canada cited the precedent of ad bans for cigarettes and cannabis. U.S. courts have generally ruled that the First Amendment protects commercial speech, while allowing for some health-related restrictions, such as requiring graphic images on cigarette packages. In 1986, the Supreme Court upheld Puerto Rico's ban on casino advertising. Treating sports betting as a public health concern could allow more advertising regulation.
After the initial excitement over new revenue from gambling taxation, several U.S. states are having second thoughts and considering how to limit the collateral damage. Fortunately, other countries have run some experiments for them.
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Won't Trump be bad for business? I answered your questions.
The Wednesday chat started here at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-31
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. The Wednesday chat started here at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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The unexpected VP picks Harris should consider
Edith Pritchett cartoon on suggestions for the Democratic vice presidential pick.
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-07-31

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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I hate the Gemini 'Dear Sydney' ad more every passing moment
You're missing it! You're missing all of it!
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-07-31
Let me tell you about the Gemini "Dear Sydney" ad. This ad for Google's AI product is very bad.
This ad makes me want to throw a sledgehammer into the television every time I see it. Given the choice between watching this ad and watching the ad about how I need to be giving money NOW to make certain that dogs do not perish in the snow, I would have to think long and hard. It's one of those ads that makes you think, perhaps evolution was a mistake and our ancestor should never have left the sea. This could be slight hyperbole but only slight!
If you haven't seen this ad, you are leading a blessed existence and I wish to trade places with you. But I am about to recount it to you so that you can share in my misery, as anyone who has been watching the Olympics in any format now does.
The ad features a little girl who wants to write a letter to her idol, Olympic hurdler Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone. So far, so good! The little girl's dad wants to help her.
"I'm pretty good with words," the girl's dad says, "but this has to be just right." So ... they will write it together? So ... he will let his daughter write it herself? No! So ... he asks Gemini AI to write the letter to Sydney on his daughter's behalf -- and be sure to tell Sydney "sorry, not sorry" that his daughter plans to break her records one day.
And the AI gamely does! (From the two or three lines of its output that you can glimpse in the course of the ad, you can see that the letter it writes is, candidly, garbage.)
Amazingly, this is an ad for the Gemini AI. Not an ad made by Google's detractors in the hopes of getting us all to rise up with pitchforks and shut the whole thing down. Personally, I am not a big corporation, but I do not think that a good way of selling your product is to announce that it will suck all the joy out of being alive. I enjoy the joys of being alive. I don't hate efficiency. But I hate missing the point.
All of the buffoons excited by the prospect of AI taking over all our writing -- report summaries, data surveys, children's letters, all tossed into the same pile indiscriminately -- are missing the point in a spectacular manner. Do you know what writing is?
It is thinking in a form that you can share with other people. It is a method for taking thoughts and images and stories out of your brain and putting them into someone else's brain. E.M. Forster quotes a woman saying, "How can I tell what I think until I see what I say?" To take away the ability to write for yourself is to take away the ability to think for yourself.
If the little girl in the commercial knows that she wants to say sorry-not-sorry for breaking Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone's records someday, she already has more to say than Gemini ever will. What about Sydney inspires you? Why do you want to write to her? How do you want to be? Gemini doesn't know any of these things.
This is an ad for the people who think that replacing meals with pills is a prospect that fills everyone with delight, that if we can ever do away with sleep and music entirely, it will be a grand triumph. Instead of wastefully spending hours picking out yarn and knitting your baby a blanket by hand, Grandma can now push a button!
This is an ad for people who think, "Who would POSSIBLY want a horrible letter from a CHILD? Why, there might be MISSPELLINGS in it! The attached drawing might have a head that was TOO LARGE and hands with six fingers!" Compare this to the marvel of a letter written by AI, which might include a drawing with six fingers but for different reasons.
What will these buffoons come up with next? "Gemini, propose for me"? "Gemini, tell my parents I love them"? Lying on your death bed, "Gemini, write a letter to my children saying all the things I wish I'd been able to tell them"? "What was my favorite thing about being alive?"
You're missing it! You're missing all of it! Go home, jump back into the sea, forget it, because this is the ride and you're missing it.
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Prince George's K-9 officer charged with animal cruelty 
Cpl. David Acosta faces three animal cruelty charges, one of which is a felony, according to Prince George's County police. The victim was a two-year-old bloodhound, Daisy, 
By Jenny Gathright, Katie Mettler | 2024-08-01

Prince George's County Police Cpl. David Acosta is charged in connection with the mistreatment of a dog assigned to him, a 2-year-old bloodhound named Daisy. (Prince George's County Police)


A Prince George's County police canine officer has been charged with animal cruelty for allegedly mistreating his department-issued dog, the police department announced Thursday.
Cpl. David Acosta faces three animal cruelty charges, one of which is a felony, according to Prince George's County police. The victim was a 2-year-old bloodhound, Daisy, who had been assigned to him, police said. Acosta, who has been with the department since 2006, will be suspended without pay as the case proceeds.
The department learned of the alleged animal abuse after Acosta was suspended from the department in mid-July for an unrelated disciplinary incident, police said. When canine section handlers went to retrieve his department-issued dogs -- Daisy and a second dog, a Belgian Malinois named Spartacus -- they discovered that Daisy needed medical care, including for injuries related to an e-collar on her neck. Daisy was taken to a veterinarian for treatment, and both dogs have been removed from Acosta's care, police said.
Authorities did not detail what the unrelated disciplinary incident involved. It was not immediately clear whether Acosta has an attorney.
Daisy is "doing well and back to work," Prince George's County police chief Malik Aziz said in a press release. The department's bloodhounds mainly assist with searching for missing people, Aziz said.
In response to the alleged abuse, the department said it will immediately implement a series of new policies to better oversee the care of its dogs, including weekly visual inspections of all the department's dogs, bimonthly in-depth inspections of dogs, and biannual inspections of all the kennels where department dogs sleep.
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Man charged in July 4 killing of 6-year-old Ahsan Payton arrested in Guyana
Rakeem Gilgeours, 33, has been charged with second-degree murder and other related charges in the slaying of Ahsan Payton. 
By Katie Mettler, Jenny Gathright | 2024-08-01

Ahsan Payton. (Prince George's County Police)


A man has been arrested in the killing of a 6-year-old boy who was fatally shot during a July Fourth neighborhood party in Temple Hills, Md.
Rakeem Gilgeours, 33, has been charged with second-degree murder and other related charges in the slaying of Ahsan Payton. Police said Gilgeours was arrested in Guyana and deported to the United States. He is in Florida awaiting extradition, police said.
"We believe we have brought one of the people for justice for the crime of homicide," Police Chief Malik Aziz said.
Aziz said Gilgeours had fled the United States after the shooting and there is at least one other person involved in the shooting that police are seeking to arrest.
"Be a man and turn yourself in," Aziz said to anyone else who may have been involved in the shooting.
The shooting occurred about 7:40 p.m. at an annual neighborhood celebration full of bouncy houses and festive face painting around the 4500 block of Akron Street, police and a witness said. When police arrived, they found Ahsan critically wounded and he was rushed to a hospital. He died on July 6.
Two adults also suffered non-life-threatening injuries from the shooting, police have said.
Longtime residents of Akron Street said the neighborhood has hosted Independence Day festivities for the past five years, and never before had it seen such violence. Some of the neighbors host a free party with games and barbecue, which residents said draws in outsiders.
Prince George's County State's Attorney Aisha Braveboy said the community helped secure an arrest.
"They are our partners. The reason we are here today is because the public stepped up."
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Va. man in mental health crisis fatally shot by police after standoff
Police in Prince William County, Va., said they shot and killed a "suicidal individual" on Thursday after trying to convince him for hours to give up his weapon and surrender
By Paul Duggan | 2024-08-01

(iStock)


A 22-year-old armed man was fatally shot by police in Prince William County, Va., on Thursday after an overnight standoff in which officers tried to convince him to give up his weapon and surrender, authorities said.
The incident began shortly before 8:30 p.m. Wednesday when police received a call about "a suicidal individual" at a residence in the 3400 block of Caledonia Circle in the county's Woodbridge area, authorities said in a statement. They said officers eventually found the man at the home of an acquaintance in the 3000 block of Bromley Court.
"The incident was contained, and over the course of the evening, officers attempted numerous times for the individual's safe surrender," the statement said. Then, about 5:30 a.m. Thursday, "officers engaged the individual, who was shot and killed."
Officer Renee Carr, a police spokeswoman, said the man was shot by police and did not kill himself.
Police did not immediately identify the man, saying only that he was 22 and lived in Woodbridge. Police Chief Peter Newsham said an investigation of the shooting will be conducted by an independent regional law enforcement group known as a critical incident response team.
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At least 33 people taken to hospitals in ammonia leak at sous vide company 
The incident unfolded at a Sterling, Va., facility for the company, which makes food offerings such as a popular egg bite breakfast item sold at Starbucks. 
By Peter Hermann | 2024-08-01

An ambulance is seen after an ammonia leak in Loudoun County's Sterling area. (Loudoun County Fire and Rescue)


At least 33 workers were taken to hospitals Wednesday night after ammonia leaked at a culinary facility near Dulles International Airport in Virginia, according to Loudoun County Fire and Rescue. A department spokeswoman said five of the victims were transported with very serious, potentially life-threatening conditions.
The incident occurred shortly after 8:30 p.m. at Cuisine Solutions, the spokeswoman said. The company has a global reach, partnering with mega retailers such as Costco and Target to provide meal kits and food offerings such as a popular egg bite breakfast item sold at Starbucks, according to its website.
Headquartered in Sterling, Cuisine Solutions is an industry leader in commercializing a culinary technique known as sous vide, which uses temperature-controlled water to slowly cook food in a vacuum-sealed bag. From chicken tenders to lamb shanks with portobello mushrooms, their products are ubiquitous -- found on airlines and at conventions, hotels, cruises and in the prepared meal section of grocery stores.
Wednesday's incident occurred at a building in the 22400 block of Sous Vide Lane in Sterling, at a commercial complex north of the airport. The fire department said the leak occurred inside a building. The company said in a statement the leak occurred outside its industrial food manufacturing plant and was contained within an hour.
In its statement, the company said four of the 33 employees who were sickened remained under medical observation as of late Thursday morning. The company said 29 workers have returned home. The plant closed for the day "out of respect for employees," the company said. The company also has a presence in Alexandria.
In a statement posted online, authorities said firefighters and other first responders from Fairfax and Prince William counties assisted, along with the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority. Five of the people taken to hospitals suffered "significant symptoms," according to updated information provided by the fire department Thursday morning.
The fire department spokeswoman said that among those taken to hospitals, 17 people had serious injuries and 11 had minor injuries.
It was not immediately clear what caused the leak or how ammonia was being used at the facility. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, inhaling ammonia gas, which is colorless and has a distinct odor, can cause short-term respiratory problems. Prolonged exposure can cause coughing and wheezing and impaired lung functions.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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The corpse flower hadn't bloomed. It was his job to figure out why.
U.S. Botanic Gardens horticulturist Stephen Jones explores an "awkward" bloom cycle for one of the garden's well-known specimens. 
By Clarence Williams | 2024-08-01
Horticulturist Stephen Jones scrambled to the top of a concrete balustrade looking to solve a botanical mystery last Friday: Why wasn't the Amorphophallus titanum blooming?
The species is Indonesian, but plant number 2019-0033 had been cultivated at the U.S. Botanic Garden in D.C. Jones had expected it to unfurl at least three days ago.
Here's the thing: When these plants bloom, they stink.
Literally.
Like a rotting carcass, some say.
The spectacle brings life to the institution, attracting curious patrons by the hundreds -- like pollinators in the rainforest.
The eyes of the whole city were on this first-time bloom. What was taking so long?
Jones got closer to the plant. In the center of the garden's Tropics House, he gently squeezed the top of the plant, testing to see if it was taking on water.
To solve the curious case of the "awkward" corpse flower, he needed to do an autopsy on this bloom cycle.
The Botanic Garden could not have engineered a more perfect mind to get to the bottom of the mystery.

Stephen Jones measures the temperature of the plant, which has different temperature needs throughout its life cycle. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post) 


The corpse flower stands nearly 10 feet high and resembles a giant bok choy with a yellow banana pepper growing skyward from inside the closed spadix blossom. They typically bloom every two to three years.
Since he arrived in 2017, Jones has tried to see each blossoming of the 35 in the collection.
"I love watching the plant do its thing," Jones said. "It's alien. It's a weird thing ... What's not to love?"
He has spent all-nighters simply observing and taking notes. He has caught a snootful of stink standing on ladders to get a bird's-eye view. He has run experiments testing the effects of light and water.
Jones is, admittedly, an obsessive.
The plants are on display, but often so is Jones. Last Thursday, he estimates 650 people visited the plant, many rapid-firing questions at him.
"There is something about the corpse flower that makes it easy to just answer questions. I find it fascinating and visitors find it fascinating," Jones said.
The Upstate New York native migrated from web design to golf course management at PGA Tour-quality venues. Then he became an arborist, which eventually brought him to D.C. seven years ago.
He speaks in terms lay people need a science book to decipher. The 39-year-old uses words like spathe (the bok choy thing) and spadix (the banana pepper-shaped thing) with ease.
Learning, science and growth drive him.
His connection to this specific plant is unique. On his first day at the gardens, officials collected pollen to create this very flower that for days kept him stumped.
"I'm confused. I'm curious," Jones said before leaving work. "It would be a shame if it didn't bloom, didn't open and I can't explain it."

Stephen Jones shares a piece he cut out of the corpse plant with volunteer Pat Finnegan. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post) 


By Sunday morning, a scent of death lingered throughout the steamy, humid Tropics House.
The plant had opened up just slightly, probably about 3 or 4 a.m., Jones estimated.
"It's kind of stinky," a woman commented as she walked by.
"Whoa!" said another woman, recoiling.
Jones repeatedly asked onlookers, "What do you think it smells like?"
Boiled cabbage, one said.
Rotting meat -- perhaps lamb, came another response.
Death, a third person offered.
"It smells like dirty diapers to me," Jones said. "But a lot of dirty diapers in a hot room."
Every few minutes, the odor reemerged and mingled with the smells of perfume and tourist sweat.
"It's not quite going to realize it's potential. It would have stunk the whole room up if it did," Jones said.
His autopsy was well underway.
Jones took thermal images and recorded the temperature. He sliced a rectangular window at the blossom's base to examine the male and female flowers.
It wasn't the heat, humidity or water intake, Jones knew. They perfectly replicated a tropical lowland environment. But Jones devised a new theory: too much ambient light disrupted the plant's nocturnal rhythm.
His concern for the species will take him to Singapore this week to lecture about conservation. Then he will collect more data on this plant's cycle, before repotting the plant in about a month to begin the flowering process anew.
"I can't wait until two to three years to see this bloom again," Jones said, "because it's really a beautiful one."
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The Edith Piaf song Celine Dion sang brought back a boxer and a tragedy
Marcel Cerdan, a middleweight world champion who had a romance with the French singer, was killed in a plane crash in 1949.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-08-01

Marcel Cerdan, left, fought Jake LaMotta in then-Briggs Stadium in Detroit. (AP)


PARIS -- Celine Dion's Brobdingnagian return to public singing last Friday night tethered itself to sports because it happened at an Olympic Opening Ceremonies at the Eiffel Tower, but to many an ear it might have stirred another attachment. It might have revived a boxer who died 75 years beforehand and lived to be only 33.
"Absolutely!" French historian Michel Merckel wrote in French in an email. "When Celine Dion sang 'Hymn To Love,' in this exceptional context and setting, I did not expect it at all and I am still overwhelmed by it, but it is a fact, I immediately thought of Marcel Cerdan."
Cerdan had one loud life in an era less loud (1916-1949). He fought 114 times. He won 110 times, 65 by knockout. He fought Jake LaMotta of "Raging Bull" note. He ventured all the way from an unaffluent birth in Algeria (under French rule) to life in Morocco (also under French rule) to renown as the greatest French boxer and to much of the globe, including an old Triple-A baseball park Roosevelt Stadium in Jersey City on the night of Sept. 21, 1948.
Then and there, Cerdan became the world middleweight champion when he bested the American Tony Zale, who had steel in his hometown (Gary, Ind.) and reputedly in his muscles.
Then and there, the audience included that epitome of the word "chanteuse," Edith Piaf, the tiny "sparrow" who herself had gone from disadvantaged (in Paris) to stardom, and who had begun a consuming and adoring affair with Cerdan, a married father of three. By 1949, she would write the lyrics to a song, "Hymne L'Amour" ("Hymn To Love"), with music by Marguerite Monnot, and that song would go on a marathon run through Earth from then to Piaf's recording of it in May 1950, to a lofty place in French consciousness and to so many places including a Cyndi Lauper album (in 2003), the Tokyo 2020 Closing Ceremonies (by the Japanese singer Milet), to Dion's heavy-duty larynx in Parisian rainfall.
Along its way and in its early days, just after the tragedy of Oct. 28, 1949, the song picked up a sporting distinction: Piaf dedicated it to Cerdan.
"Marcel Cerdan is an emblematic figure of French sport," Merckel wrote in his email, soon adding, "His romantic relationship with Edith Piaf added to his legend. Both coming from very modest backgrounds, they were adored by the French and this also contributed to his legend."
He was "a puncher," said Pascal Charroin, a historian of sport and physical education at the University of Jean Monnet Saint-Etienne in France. "At the end [of his bouts], it was possible for him to, just with one [punch], for him to win. He was very strong with his right arm. And sometimes during a few matches, he had a lot of problems with his arm because he was too strong, and sometimes the bone is broken, for example."
His athletic prowess cascaded enough that, Charroin said, "We can say that it would be possible for him to be a great soccer man, a great footballer. It would be possible for him to play La Liga, perhaps the second league. He was a very good footballer."
He turned pro as a boxer in 1934, and by 1991 the International Boxing Hall of Fame described the aftermath in its Cerdan induction bio: "And with the exception of two losses by disqualification, he never saw an opponent's hand raised in victory until May 23, 1948, his 105th bout, a narrow 15-round decision loss to Cyrille Delannoit, which he avenged two months later."
A fourth and final loss, too, had hints of an asterisk.
It came in Detroit on June 16, 1949, against LaMotta, the raging bull from the Bronx who would live until 2017 and age 95. Cerdan, the Hall of Fame notes, "injured his shoulder when the two fell to the canvas during a first-round scuffle [and] fought one-armed until he retired in his corner" just before the 10th round.
A rematch seemed logical and then proximate, set for early December. On Oct. 27, 1949, at just after 8 p.m., Cerdan left Orly Airport in Paris toward New York aboard Air France flight 009, a Lockheed Constellation, an airplane model that nowadays retains some throwback stylishness. Numerous accounts indicate he would prepare for the fight and reunite with Piaf, who had begun to gather popularity in New York. As the plane made a refueling stop amid the Atlantic in the Azores and in good weather, the pilot radioed in with no worries, his final communication.
The plane crashed into Pico Redondo on San Miguel Island, about 60 miles from the airport., killing 11 crew members and 37 passengers, including Cerdan, 33, famed French violinist Ginette Neveu, 30, and famed French artist Bernard Boutet de Monvel, 68. An extensive investigations cited failed navigation.
"His tragic death in the midst of his glory in a plane crash was a terrible trauma for all French people and contributed to his legend," Merckel wrote. "A symbol of courage and determination, the 'Moroccan bomber' is an icon of French sport."
The Guardian of London reported, "There were so many anxious visitors last night to the bar Cerdan owns in Casablanca that his two brothers closed the doors early. Even then hundreds of people thronged the streets and some placed flowers in front of the door."
LaMotta told the Associated Press on that Oct. 28, "You have to fight him as I did to know what a fine sportsman he was." He said, "My mother has been at church all morning, praying and lighting candles for the safety of our friend. If I had lost to Marcel in Detroit, I might have been flying to France to fight him there."
Piaf spiraled into a chasm of despair, but took the stage legendarily in New York on the night of Oct. 28 to sing "Hymne L'Amour" to Cerdan, with some accounts telling that she crumpled to the floor thereafter.
"Of course," Merckel wrote in his email, "I know the context of this song and the interpretation given by Edith Piaf in New York on the very evening of Marcel Cerdan's death to pay tribute to him by singing and dedicating this song to him, but what emotion!"

Celine Dion performs "Hymn of Love" at the Eiffel Tower during Opening Ceremonies of the Paris Olympics. (Olympic Broadcasting Services/via REUTERS)


That last reference meant Dion's rendition, which in turn ratified Piaf's importance to France. Her hardship-spangled 47-year life, which ended in 1963, has gotten movie treatments with Claude Lelouch's 1983 "Edith et Marcel," in which Cerdan's son Marcel Jr. played his father, and Olivier Dahan's 2007 "La Vie en Rose," in which Marion Cotillard's astonishing performance earned her the Best Actress Oscar and the French actor Jean-Pierre Martins played Cerdan. There's a small Edith Piaf museum tucked into Paris's 11th arrondissement. Her gravesite in the cemetery Pere Lachaise, just down from Oscar Wilde and not so far from Frederic Chopin and Jim Morrison, lures continual streams of visitors, and this week featured an homage from admirers in Brazil.
As for Cerdan, E.J. Dionne wrote in the New York Times in 1983, "To this day, whenever a fight is broadcast here [in France], Cerdan's name is mentioned with the respect due to a figure who is perceived as a martyr of the French sports world," and a figure who exhibited strength after World War II had ravaged France. He might remain a thought for some in a crowd such as the loud one cheering French fighter Makan Traore at Olympic boxing on Wednesday in Seine-Saint Denis, but they can be elusive to find.
"For the new generation," said Charroin, 62, "I don't think that Marcel Cerdan is very important, because there are a lot of sportsmen, like Kylian Mbappe in soccer, so it's different for the youth today. But for the person between 60 and 80 years old, 90 years, Marcel Cerdan remains one of the most important sportsmen in France."
Perhaps they explained that to the young on the night Dion sang, in French,  the Piaf lyrics Merckel described as "surprisingly premonitory."
Translated to English, they begin as:
If the sky should fall into the sea
And the stars fade all around me
For the times that we have known here
I will sing a hymn to love
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D.C.-area forecast: Sizzling sunshine and some storms over the next two days
A heat advisory is in effect this afternoon. While it's not as hot this weekend, storms may become more numerous.
By David Streit | 2024-08-01

The sun looms over Reagan National Airport Wednesday. (Becca Hanby)


* Heat advisory from noon to 8 p.m. *
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
2/10: Near record heat, this is deceit! The start of August is nothing but a July repeat.
The heat is really on the next two days and a triple-digit high is not out of the question in hotter spots. A few late day storms are a byproduct of this heat. But storms are more numerous this weekend. This could dampen some outdoor activities but should at least curb the worst of the heat and provide some much needed rainfall.
Today (Thursday): Any leftover clouds from storms last night quickly evaporate under a scorching sun. Highs are mainly in the mid- to upper 90s and the record high of 100 at Reagan National, Dulles and BWI Marshall airports are not out of reach. High humidity (dew points near 70) make it feel about 5 to 10 degrees hotter -- mean heat indexes of 100 to 107 -- and winds are lacking. Look for late-day storms to pop up to our west and a few should scatter across the immediate area as well. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Any storms in the area should quickly dissipate after sunset. Clouds linger through the night as humidity remains moderately high. Winds are mainly calm with lows ranging through the 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): A storm system that has been slowly crossing the Midwest the past two days arrives on our doorstep. Showers and storms are likely to bubble up across the area mainly in the afternoon. This should help take the edge off the heat but probably not before highs in the mid- to upper 90s. Winds are minimal except in stronger storms. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Showers and storms are most active early but could linger in some areas through the night. Lows range from the upper 60s to the mid-70s. Confidence: Medium-High
What's left of the Midwest storm stalls over us Saturday and fosters ongoing showers and storms, most numerous in the afternoon and evening. The same will happen Sunday, but with the system dying out, showers should be more scattered in nature. Highs both days are in the upper 80s to low 90s and lows are upper 60s to mid-70s. Rain amounts from the weekend are likely to be quite variable but most of the area should be in the running for an inch. Confidence: Medium
Monday should be mainly sunny and this will allow highs to creep back up into the low-to-mid 90s. Hopefully, a cold front will finally end this heat wave later in the week. Confidence: Medium
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Video of fatal SWAT shooting: 'Listen to mommy ... they're going to kill you.' 
A SWAT officer's video indicates the man he shot was holding a gun in their Montgomery County encounter. But what exactly prompted officers to go in when they did is unclear. 
By Dan Morse | 2024-08-01

A screenshot from police video shows law enforcement's encounter with Bishop Jones. Montgomery County police officials say Jones was holding a gun when he was shot. (Montgomery County police)


A 28-year-old undergoing a mental health crisis was holding a gun when a SWAT officer fatally shot him inside a cramped apartment in Montgomery County, Md., police officials said Wednesday as newly released video of the deadly encounter appeared to confirm he was armed.
The shooting of Bishop Jones, which remains under investigation and has come under criticism by community activists, occurred two months ago in front of his screaming mother, who was just three feet away.
"No!" LaTanya Jones yelled as her son was hit by a barrage of bullets. "Baby! Baby! Baby!"
The newly released recordings, which also included 911 audio, offered the most details to date about what unfolded.
Police were called to the scene by Jones's brother, who told a 911 operator that Jones was paranoid, their mom was in danger and he had heard two gunshots after he had crawled out a window of the apartment in the Fairland area on the eastern edge of the county. The arriving officers spoke over the phone with Jones and his mother, according to the recordings. Officers asked him to put his gun down and come out of the apartment, but he would not.
A SWAT team arrived and standoff of more than an hour ensued. The negotiations broke down, officials said, prompting SWAT officers to burst through sliding-glass door into the apartment, according to video from a camera mounted on the lead officer's helmet. Holding a ballistic shield in one hand and a pistol in the other, the officer yelled "Drop it!" repeatedly as he followed Jones to a back bathroom, where he fired approximately 14 rounds, according to the video recordings.
Montgomery County police labeled the object in Jones's hand a gun, and video released Wednesday showed it raised to about the level of his waist. Police also released video of Jones after he had been shot that showed a gun on his lap.

LaTanya Jones, the mother of Bishop Jones, speaks at a vigil for her son on July 14 in the Fairland area of Montgomery County. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


Exactly what prompted the SWAT officers to go in when they did remains unclear. Authorities did not release recordings from their negotiations.
"The way he passed wasn't supposed to be," his mother, LaTanya Jones, said in an interview. "He was taken from me."
Jones declined to comment further on the shooting, citing the ongoing investigation.
Montgomery County police officials, in their most detailed comments about the case on Wednesday, said they tried to resolve the standoff peacefully through negotiations. But officers eventually determined "an emergency rescue was necessary," officials said.
Two agencies released recordings of the incident Wednesday.
The first was the Maryland attorney general's Independent Investigations Division, which probes officer-involved fatal shootings in the state. The attorney general's office released more than 30 minutes of video recorded by arriving patrol officers and several SWAT officers who entered the apartment. Their videos were released at normal speed with no commentary from the office. In a May 30 news release, the attorney general's office did not address whether Jones was armed when he was shot but did say a handgun was found near him afterward. (The attorney general's office, and other entities, report his name as Bishop Jones-Daniel.)
The second agency to release recordings Wednesday was the Montgomery County Police Department. It did so as part of a "critical incident community briefing" video that generally described the encounter and departmental procedures. The agency released the same helmet-camera video recorded by one of its tactical officers that the attorney general's office released, but the final seconds of the encounter were presented in both normal speed and slow speed. In the slow-motion version, a blurry object can be seen in Jones's hand through the reflection of a bathroom mirror. It is a gun, the department said.
After the shooting, a community group that has long advocated for changes at the Montgomery police force -- the Silver Spring Justice Coalition -- said it was clear Jones had been "in the throes of a mental health crisis." The department appears to have not properly addressed mental health issues before initiating the deadly force, the group said.
"This horrific killing is the latest in a deadly pattern in our county, in which at least four people experiencing mental health crises have been killed by police in recent years," said Silver Spring Justice Coalition member Susaanti Follingstad, speaking at vigil two weeks ago for Jones.
In the previous cases she referred to, based on reviews by prosecutors, the shooting officers' actions were deemed justified. Across the nation, at least 20 percent of people fatally shot by officers since 2015 were in the midst of a mental health crisis, according to a database kept by The Washington Post of police shootings.
For SWAT officers, an armed person with a possible hostage makes operations inherently challenging, said Thor Eells, executive director of the National Tactical Officers Association. Adding in serious mental illness such as schizophrenia and paranoia, he said, makes things that much more complex.
"It's unpredictable," he said. "It's not like we get to conduct an evaluation in a clinical setting."

Zack Quintos, a friend of Bishop Jones, with LaTanya Jones during the vigil. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


The case involving Jones began at about 11:39 p.m. May 29, when his brother called 911 from inside the apartment, according to audio released Wednesday.
"My brother's being schizophrenic, and he needs immediate help right now," the caller said as another voice could be heard yelling, "Stop!" and "No!"
The caller said Jones was paranoid and being violent. The caller then crawled out a window while still on the phone.
"Are you or anyone else in danger?" the 911 operator asked.
"My mother," he said.
Two bangs can then be heard on the recording.
"Oh, my God," the caller said. "I heard gunshots. ... It was two gunshots. I don't know if my mom's okay."
As officers began arriving, according to the recordings, they spoke with the caller and heard a third gunshot.
Over the radio, a dispatcher summarized events that were unfolding, adding, "There's a female screaming in the background: 'Stop! Put it down!'"

Bishop Jones with his sister Marquiete. (Family photo)


Jones's family, friends and co-workers had seen him broadly struggling with mental illness following the 2022 death of his sister Marquiete.
"He lost his best friend. He lost his confidante," LaTanya Jones said. "He wasn't the same after she passed."
Jones supervised a crew of a dozen loading-dock workers at a paper-supply company in Maryland. The job had lots of moving parts -- collecting fees from truck drivers, positioning workers from truck beds to receiving doors, and tracking pallets. "He was a humble, soft-spoken kid," recalled his supervisor, Dawan Williams of Express Freight Handlers. "He learned well."
By the spring of 2024, though, the usual glow in Jones's face that Williams had come to expect had faded. He lost weight and used words like paranoid when confiding in Williams. By May, unexplained absences had him parting ways with the company, according to Williams. "It was very sad," he said.
By then, police were being called by LaTanya Jones to her apartment because of her son's outbursts, according to a police spokeswoman.
On Jan. 12, officers were called about him banging on the front door, according to a police spokeswoman. Three months later, Jones told police that he was not taking his medication and was "paranoid but not violent." Then, on April 17, Jones was reported to be paranoid and expressing suicidal ideations, police said.

Video from a SWAT teams encounter with Bishop Jones in Montgomery County. Jones is seen in the mirror with a gun in his hand, according to police. (Montgomery County police)


The first officers on the scene the night of May 29 gathered outside the apartment. One of them asked Jones's brother, who by then was in the parking lot, to call their mother, according to body-camera video released Wednesday.
"Are you okay mom?" he asked before passing along her response to an officer: "She said don't go inside."
The officer began speaking to LaTanya Jones, establishing that no one inside the apartment had been shot, according to the video.
"Are you able to exit the apartment safely with out him?" the officer asked, who heard the answer, and reported it to a colleague: "She said she can but she won't."
Over the next 20 minutes, the officers asked LaTanya Jones multiple times if she could leave safely. Several times she said no, according to the recording.
In the video, she can be heard urging her son to leave without the gun and warned him what might happen if he didn't.
"I don't want you to go outside with that gun in your hand, Bishop," she said.
"Listen to mommy. Listen to mommy," she said a few moments later, deep anguish in her voice. "Baby, they're going to kill you."
The officers also spoke with Bishop Jones, assuring him he was not in trouble.
"No one is trying to hurt you, okay? We're just trying to make sure that you're able to get out of the apartment safe."
The portion of body-camera footage from the patrol officer that was released by the attorney general's office lasted for about 27 minutes. The next video -- from SWAT officers -- picked up 1 hour and 44 minutes later, according to the attorney general's office. The video included this statement from the office: "Audio has been redacted to protect police tactics."
The arriving officers had earlier called for the Emergency Response Team, or ERT, composed of a command truck, tactical officers and hostage negotiators.
"In cases that involve a hostage, the ERT may initiate an emergency rescue when it is believed a hostage is in immediate risk of death or serious bodily injury and immediate attempts to save the hostage's life must be taken," Officer Casandra Tressler said in the department's community briefing video released Wednesday. "Crisis negotiators assigned to the ERT attempted to engage the suspect in discussions in an attempt to de-escalate the situation and obtain a peaceful resolution. During the negotiations, officers determined an emergency rescue was necessary."
One of the SWAT officers at the scene, Edward Cochran, was posted on a patio just outside the apartment. About 2:05 p.m., officials said, an officer next to him rammed open a large glass door. Cochran spotted Jones across the room near a door, according to the video.
"Police! Get down!" Cochran yelled.
Jones retreated into a room and a door shut behind him, according to the video. Cochran followed, kicked the door down, and advanced to the open door of a bathroom.
"Drop it!" he yelled.
Jones was to Cochran's left; his mother was to his right.
"Drop it! Drop it! Drop it!" Cochran yelled.
Events in the next seconds unfolded quickly. But a slowed-down version of the video showed what appears to be a gun in Jones's hand through the mirror reflection
Cochran fired once, according to the video, waited about a second, and fired an estimated 13 more rounds at Jones, based on bangs in the recording, as Jones's mother right next to him waved her arms and screamed.
Eells, the Tactical Officers Association official, said it is not uncommon for officers who shoot their weapons to fire 10 rounds or more, especially when they're in close-quarters and chaotic situations. That's because deadly force should only be used, he said, when officers believe there is a threat of death or serious injury. "You shoot the threat until you believe you have definitively stopped it," Eells said.
James Shalleck, an attorney for Cochran, declined to comment, citing the ongoing attorney general's office investigation.
It was not the first time Cochran had fatally shot someone. In 2018, a 30-year-old man armed with a knife had barricaded himself upstairs with his 3-year-old son. The man began lighting fires inside as the boy could be heard screaming, police said at the time. Cochran shot him though a window. Prosecutors ruled the shooting was justified.

LaTanya Jones speaks at a vigil for her son on July 14 in Montgomery County. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


LaTanya Jones said that losing her second child within two years makes it twice as hard to rise from bed every morning. "You have to go day-by-day," she said, "moment-by-moment."
She still talks out loud to them.
"Hey, Bish," Jones will say. "Come see Mommy. Come see me in my dreams."
Once he did appear in her dreams.
"Hello, Mother," he said warmly before quickly fading away.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/08/01/montgomery-county-police-shooting-video-released/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Two men injured in food truck fire on Constitution Avenue NW
Both men were transported to a hospital -- one with critical injuries and the other with serious injuries.
By Jenny Gathright | 2024-07-31

Two men were injured on Wednesday when a food truck went up in flames on Constitution Avenue NW. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post) 


Two men were injured Wednesday afternoon when a food truck they were occupying in the 1400 block of Constitution Avenue NW went up in flames.
Both men were transported to a hospital -- one with critical injuries and the other with serious injuries, according to DC Fire and Emergency Medical Services spokesman Vito Maggiolo.
Maggiolo said the truck was engulfed in flames and that the name of the business had been rendered unrecognizable as first responders arrived. Images of the fire circulating on social media Wednesday showed flames and smoke visible for several blocks from the truck, parked near the National Museum of African American History and Culture.
Law enforcement cleared the area of passersby while DC Fire and EMS found the propane tanks and cooled them to avoid further injuries, Maggiolo said. Fire investigators will work to determine what sparked the blaze.
Maggiolo said he could not give details about the men's injuries, citing medical privacy laws.
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PM Update: Isolated strong storms this evening, hotter and humid Thursday
A heat advisory is up for tomorrow with heat indexes expected to be around and above 105. Actual temperatures are deep into the 90s most spots. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-07-31

A hot Wednesday in Dupont Circle. (angela n./Flickr)


* Heat advisory for all but Loudoun and northwest Montgomery counties on Thursday *
While a couple of storms and the associated clouds helped keep temperatures from reaching their full potential in some spots Wednesday, they still reached the low and mid-90s, and humidity was high. The city rebounded from falling to the low 80s as a storm passed to attain a heat index of at least 100 late this afternoon. It'll feel even hotter tomorrow.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: A few showers and storms dot the area this evening. Any could be locally intense, with a small chance of an isolated damaging wind burst. Otherwise, partly cloudy and muggy overnight, with maybe a couple of patches of fog. Lows should range across the 70s.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Probably more sun than today, but an isolated storm could pop up in the afternoon or evening once again. We'll also watch a potential storm complex west approaching the area, although it currently looks to miss the region. High temperatures should end up in the mid-90s for cool spots to around 100 locally. Winds blow from the southwest around 5 to 10 mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
(Sort of) a wet July: Reagan National Airport hit a speed bump on the road to the mid-90s today thanks to a storm that popped up nearby in the mid-afternoon. Only 0.01 inches fell, pushing the July tally to 4.26 inches. The July average is 4.33 inches, which makes it the wettest month of the year for the city. Some more rain could fall before midnight, but we're sure to end up right around average, which isn't bad of late.
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D.C. area begins fifth heat wave amid one of its hottest summers on record
On Thursday and Friday, temperatures could near the century mark.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-08-01

High temperature forecast for Thursday from the National Weather Service. (Ian Livingston)


As the second full month of summer comes to an end, heat is cranking up again in the D.C. area. The region is entering its fifth heat wave of the year, and it could last at least a week.
On Thursday and Friday, temperatures could near the century mark. The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory for Thursday for areas near and east of Interstate 95 for heat index values, which also take into account humidity, up to 107 degrees.
The Weather Service advises staying hydrated, seeking air conditioning, staying out of the sun and taking extra precautions if you work or spend time outside.
The heat comes as the District clinches its fourth-hottest July on record, which featured four days in the triple digits. Meteorological summer -- which began June 1 and ends Aug. 31 -- ranks as the second-warmest on record to date.
The District has already posted 35 days at or above 90 degrees this summer, just five shy of the annual average of 40. Last year there were only 19 as of this date, and 32 for the entire year.

Number of days forecast to reach or surpass 90 on the GFS weather model from Wednesday morning. (Ian Livingston)


Looking ahead, the potential is there to pile up at least seven straight days with highs in the 90s because of a heat dome sprawled over a large part of the nation.
It appears the hottest part of this blast will occur Thursday and Friday, when highs rise into the mid- to upper 90s. Heat indexes will make it feel like 100 to 110.
The Weather Service's 0-4 HeatRisk scale projects much of the region will reach Level 3, with pockets of Level 4 or "extreme" heat possible in the Beltway area.

HeatRisk forecast through Friday. (Ian Livingston)


It's not out of the question that the District hits 100 on Thursday or Friday. It has already reached the triple digits five times this year (four times in July and once in June), tied for the fifth most instances on record. Years with more such days include 1980 (6 instances), 1988 (7), 2012 (8) and 1930 (11).
In about 10 days, the weather pattern looks less favorable for sustained heat. While more hot days will be probable after that point, we may well be past the worst.
Over the past 13 days, the District has seen a welcome pause in extreme heat, with just five of them reaching 90. Still, the extreme heat between mid-June and mid-July pushed summer temperatures into historic territory.
Washington's average temperature of 81.7 degrees for the summer to date is the second hottest on record, just shy of the top mark of 81.9 degrees in 2010. Baltimore is also having its second-hottest summer. To the west, Washington Dulles International Airport is having its hottest summer.

Days reaching 90 or greater this year, through July 30. (Ian Livingston)


Much of the East Coast, from southern New England to Florida, is experiencing one of its top-five hottest summers on record.
The 35 days with highs at or above 90 degrees so far places 2024 in a tie for 10th place for the most on record to date. It's the most since 2020 when there were 37 such days at the end of July.
On average, the District hasn't posted 35 days at or above 90 until Aug. 23.
From August onward, D.C. averages 15 more 90-degree days. If this year's tally reaches 50 days, it will rank among the top 20. 2010 and 1980 hold the record for the most 90-degree days with 67.
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Only a quarter of these trains are on time. The DOJ says it's illegal.
The Justice Department is suing Norfolk Southern, accusing the private rail company illegally holding up Amtrak trains on a line that runs from New York to New Orleans.
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-07-31

A view of an Amtrak long-distance car on the Crescent line. Federal law requires railroad companies to give Amtrak trains preference on their rail lines, but lawsuits allege routine violations. (Scott Butterworth for The Washington Post) 


A private rail company is illegally holding up Amtrak trains on a line that runs from New York to New Orleans, according to a lawsuit filed by the U.S. Justice Department on Tuesday in federal court in D.C., the first of its kind in 55 years.
Norfolk Southern controls all but about 240 miles of the 1,377-mile line, called the Crescent Route, and is in charge of dispatching both freight and passenger trains. Federal law requires the company to give Amtrak trains preference. But according to the lawsuit, Norfolk Southern has instead held up passengers, sometimes for hours, to allow its longer and slower-moving freight trains to pass. Only about 24 percent of Amtrak trains on the route arrive on time, according to the lawsuit and audits conducted by the Amtrak Office of Inspector General.
Delays cost Amtrak millions of dollars; along with reducing ridership, they cause problems with crew and train car allocation. A 2019 audit found that only about 46 percent of long-distance Amtrak trains arrive on time and that freight railroads were responsible for about 60 percent of the delays. Most of the track owned by Amtrak is on the Northeast Corridor, where performance is much better.
In a statement, Norfolk Southern spokesman Tom Crosson said the company is "committed to complying with the law, working together, and honoring our commitments," adding that delays have been reduced in recent months.
The Crescent runs twice daily, once north toward New York and once south toward New Orleans. The train passes through Maryland, D.C. and Virginia; it's south of Alexandria that Norfolk Southern takes over the rails. About 272,000 passengers traveled on the Crescent Route in 2023, according to Amtrak, about average for a long-distance train.
When Amtrak was created in 1970, railroad companies were no longer required to provide passenger service around the United States. But in exchange, they had to contract with Amtrak and give its passenger trains priority on their rail lines. Amtrak has repeatedly accused the rail companies of flouting that law, saying violations lead to roughly 15,000 hours of delays per year.
Most of the delays occur south of Atlanta, the Justice Department said, where trains are running on a single track and Northern Southern chooses freight maintenance over passenger speed. The company, a Virginia corporation headquartered in Atlanta, runs freight trains that are too long to pull over and let Amtrak trains pass.
In January, an Amtrak train was forced to follow behind a slow-moving Norfolk Southern freight train for several miles just outside New Orleans, causing a nearly hour-long delay, the lawsuit said. In February, a Crescent train was delayed for 80 minutes outside Atlanta because a freight train was blocking access to the station platform, according to the suit. One delay last year was nearly two hours, with passengers waiting for a freight train to be refueled in Mississippi.
Amtrak customers have been "subjected to unacceptable, unnecessary, and unlawful delays," U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said in a statement, calling compliance with the 1973 law giving passenger trains priority "uneven at best."
Only once before has the Justice Department used a suit to enforce the law -- in 1979, over the Sunset Limited route from New Orleans to Los Angeles.
"This critical action by the DOJ will help ensure our customers arrive at their destinations on time," Amtrak CEO Stephen Gardner said in a statement.
Amtrak has gotten a major infusion of money under President Biden, who used to commute to Washington by train. But its ability to expand is limited because the vast majority of the country's rail tracks are owned by private freight companies.
Norfolk Southern was also sued by the Justice Department last year over the massive environmental damage caused by a derailment of one of its freight trains in East Palestine, Ohio. That suit was settled for roughly $310 million.
Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Olympic gymnastics live updates: Simone Biles fights for gold in women's all-around final
Simone Biles and Sunisa Lee will compete in the Olympic gymnastics all-around final. Follow along here for scores, results and updates from Paris. 
By Emily Giambalvo, Janay Kingsberry, Jabin Botsford, Jessica Koscielniak, Joe Tone, Jerry Brewer, Terrence McCoy, Marina Dias | 2024-08-01
PARIS -- Two days after leading the U.S. women's gymnastics team to a redemptive gold medal, Simone Biles is back in the gym, looking to take back what slipped away in Tokyo: the title of Olympic all-around champion. Her biggest competition is Brazil's Rebeca Andrade, who rivals Biles with her difficult routines and finished second at last fall's world championships.
American Sunisa Lee, who won gold in Tokyo after Biles battled the "twisties" and withdrew, is also expected to compete for a medal. After Tuesday's team final drew a slew of A-listers, celebrity watchers will be busy at Bercy Arena today.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/olympics/2024/08/01/olympic-gymnastics-simone-biles-score-results-live/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Entering the women's all-around, no one else can do Simone Biles things
Thanks to the difficulty scores of the skills she performs, the American has a margin for error over her competition.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-08-01

Simone Biles competes on the beam during Tuesday's team final. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


PARIS -- Before Simone Biles steps into the arena, her peers have a disadvantage. The other gymnasts here know it, and there's nothing they can do. Biles's difficult routines that captivate the crowd also grant her a competitor's greatest luxury -- margin for error.
This is Biles's winning formula: For years, she has pioneered new skills and packed tricky elements into her performances. She doesn't settle for simpler routines, even though she probably still would win, and her reward is a difficulty score that other competitors cannot match. Results combine both difficulty and execution, so even if an athlete performs relatively easy routines nearly perfectly, she won't finish near the top of the standings.
Biles's difficulty score in the qualifying round at the Paris Games was more than two points higher than Brazil's Rebeca Andrade, her closest challenger. That's a significant margin in gymnastics, which has a rule book that prescribes a one-point deduction for a fall, the most common major error. As soon as Biles returned to competition last year, she proved she had pushed the trouble with "the twisties" in Tokyo into the past. From then on, as long as she stayed healthy, she was sure to be the gold medal favorite in Thursday's all-around final. If Biles is on the floor, the more competitive battles are for silver and bronze.
In 2021, before Sunisa Lee became the Olympic all-around champion after Biles withdrew, Lee described her approach: "I'm just competing for second place, because I feel like that's the only place that somebody's going to get, because nobody's going to beat Simone."
When Biles returned to the Olympic stage, she soared to a 59.566 all-around score in Sunday's qualifying -- her second-best mark since the Tokyo Games despite dealing with a minor calf injury during the competition. Andrade (57.700) finished the closest to Biles but a sizable gap between them remained.
As gymnasts construct their routines, they constantly weigh the risk of including a skill compared to its reward. Biles frequently bounds backward, or even falls, on her Yurchenko double pike, the most difficult vault in women's gymnastics. But that skill gives her a scoring ceiling that is 0.8 points higher than other top athletes, including Andrade.
Biles sometimes steps out of bounds after her tumbling passes, but the elements are so complex that their value factored into Biles's difficulty score outweighs those landing errors. On the other hand, Biles is able to perform a super difficult beam dismount -- a double back tuck with a double twist -- but because it adds just one-tenth to her score, she opts for a simpler variation.
Across the four events in the qualifying round, Biles's difficulty scores combined to be 25.8, with her jaw-dropping elements on vault and floor providing the biggest edge. Andrade tallied a 23.7. Biles had room to make mistakes. Yet she finished with an overall execution score of 33.866. Andrade was slightly better with a 34.100, the best mark in the 58-gymnast field, but that was well short of what it would take to challenge Biles.
Biles's difficulty justifiably attracts the most fanfare -- the height she reaches as she propels her body off the vault is a marvel -- but her clean execution and ability to avoid mistakes contribute to her dominance. An all-around final featuring Biles is similar to the most talented football team with the best in-game execution getting a two-touchdown lead before the game kicks off.
Biles and Andrade will begin the final on vault, perhaps the apparatus most critical to Andrade's gold medal hopes. Biles has performed two vaults this season: the Yurchenko double pike, which has a difficulty value of 6.4, and the Cheng, a skill with a half twist onto the vault and then a 11/2 twist in the air. The Cheng is worth 5.6 points. In the qualifying round, Biles performed both, which is required to advance to the apparatus final, but in the team final, she opted for the Cheng. It's safer, mentally and physically, her coach, Cecile Landi, said. But it also allows Andrade to climb closer.
Andrade can execute a Cheng that outshines Biles with its amplitude and technique. The Brazilian star also has indicated that she might try a triple-twisting Yurchenko at these Games. It's a skill that has never been successfully performed in women's gymnastics, and the vault would receive a 6.0 difficulty score.
If Biles chooses her simpler vault and Andrade attempts the new element, Biles might face far more pressure than usual to perform with her best execution. The two athletes have similar potential on bars and beam, while Biles will have an advantage on floor in the final rotation. On that apparatus, her highflying tumbling always becomes a highlight.
"She'll go and do a pass, and I'm just like, 'How the heck can she do that?'" Lee said. " ... Nobody knows. But it's just amazing to see."
Andrade has posed a greater challenge than any gymnast Biles has faced in years. Andrade, in many ways, mirrors Biles. She performs difficult routines with excellent technique. Kaylia Nemour, who is from France but represents Algeria, nearly matched Andrade's difficulty in the qualifying round but had a much lower execution score. The rest of the field was nearly a point lower than Andrade and three points behind Biles, setting up a final with Biles as the front-runner for gold, Andrade as the favorite for silver and several contenders, including Nemour and Lee, battling for bronze.
At the world championships in 2018, as Biles dealt with severe pain from a kidney stone, she fell twice and still won the all-around competition. Biles probably does not have that much room for error this time if Andrade performs to her potential.
But even if Andrade unveils the new element and has the best meet of her career, Biles controls whether she finishes on top of the podium, because when Biles avoids errors, she is unstoppable.
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The USWNT stumbled at the World Cup. In Paris, it is cruising.
With a quarterfinal slot already assured, the U.S. women's national team entered Wednesday with a chance to win the group and maintain its positive rhythm.
By Steven Goff | 2024-08-01

Trinity Rodman pokes the ball into the net late in the first half for her second goal of the tournament. (Alex Livesey/Getty Images)


MARSEILLE, France -- As sunlight and playing time expired Wednesday at Stade Velodrome, a scene that had been missing from the U.S. women's national soccer team at the past few major tournaments began to take hold.
The Olympic group stage had ended with a 2-1 victory over Australia, and after months of questions about how the young squad with a new coach would perform on a big stage, the Americans looked like a team poised to challenge for a championship.
It has been a while. With noticeable problems, they stumbled in the 2021 Olympic semifinals and crashed out of the 2023 World Cup in the round of 16 -- the earliest exit in program history.
But here they were in this Mediterranean port city, buzzing for more goals and repelling almost every insurgency en route to three consecutive victories by a 9-2 aggregate score. Two formidable foes -- Germany on Sunday and Australia on Wednesday -- were not much of a match following a breezy opener against Zambia.
"We really used each game to grow and add different layers to our game, but everyone knows it's now knockout rounds," left back Crystal Dunn said. "It's almost like a completely different tournament."

The U.S. women's national team, which includes Trinity Rodman, Emily Sonnett and Naomi Girma, beat Australia on Wednesday. (Alex Livesey/Getty Images) 


Washington Spirit star Trinity Rodman scored late in the first half and substitute Korbin Albert added a remarkable goal in the 77th minute before Alanna Kennedy scored in stoppage time for the Matildas (1-2-0).
On Saturday at Parc des Princes in Paris, the United States will face Japan, which finished second behind world champion Spain in Group C with a 2-1-0 record. The U.S. men also will visit Paris for a quarterfinal Friday against Morocco.
With a quarterfinal slot already assured, the U.S. women entered Wednesday with a chance to win the group and maintain their positive rhythm. To Coach Emma Hayes, though, there was concern about not finishing the job.
"I said to the girls before the game, 'This is a banana-skin game,'" the British-born coach said. "They said, 'What's that mean?' They said, 'It's called a trap in America.' I said, 'Okay, this is a trap game.'"
Hayes explained: "We had to work through the interferences. Whether that's: 'Oh, we are going to Paris. Oh, we've got to pack. Oh, we're already through [to the next round].' This is the game where your conscious brain has to speak to your unconscious brain. And when your unconscious brain starts going: 'It's hot. I'm tired. I want to sit down. I want to drink. Can I do this?' You have to go to the front of your head and say, 'Next action, next action, next action.' I thought we were relentless with that. I thought we were in complete control of the game and maybe too careless in the end."

Sophia Smith and the U.S. women will face Japan next. (Pascal Guyot/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


As the first half wore on, the Americans turned up the heat. Australia's Mackenzie Arnold pushed Lindsey Horan's close-range header off the underside of the crossbar and swatted Rodman's threat.
The breakthrough came on the ensuing corner kick in the 43rd minute, though it took several minutes to confirm it.
Rose Lavelle served the set piece. Australia won the header, but the ball drifted to Sophia Smith on the back side for a downward header through a mass of bodies. It took two bounces before dropping in front of Rodman inside the six-yard box for a quick stab.
Referee Francois Letexier waited for the video replay crew to rule out any issues. U.S. midfielder Sam Coffey had been in an offside position on Smith's header, but did she interfere with the play?
A communication issue between Letexier and the video replay officials delayed the ruling. Letexier finally signaled the goal was good. But wait! Another delay. Letexier finally checked the monitor and allowed the goal.
"In your head, you just stay at 0-0," said Rodman, who also scored in the opener. "You can't get too excited. ... We were like, 'No matter what happens, we're in a good spot and we'll get one even if they call it back.'"

Trinity Rodman scored the first goal for the United States. (Alex Livesey/Getty Images) 


The Americans controlled the second half and expanded the lead when Albert, a 20-year-old midfielder employed by Paris Saint-Germain, smashed a 25-yard shot into the upper corner for her first international goal.
"I actually closed my eyes" while the ball was in flight, she said, "and then I opened them and I was like, 'Oh, my God.'"
Albert's teammates rushed to embrace her -- a notable moment after Albert received criticism this spring, including from current and former U.S. players, for social media activity that supported anti-LGBTQ+ content, among other things.
"We all know she's been through a lot with her actions and she's someone who is truly sorry for what she's done," Hayes said of Albert, who apologized in March. "She's a really inclusive person and she's really thoughtful and kind, and she has had to do a fair bit of growing up."
Albert said, "It's tough love sometimes [from Hayes], and it's really nice just to have her here and teaching me and guiding me in every way -- personally and on the soccer field."
After Albert's goal, Smith's deflected shot hit both posts but didn't cross the line. Kennedy then answered, creating some late anxiety for the Americans.
"We knew this was going to be a process, and we knew we wanted to focus on the task at hand," Horan said. "We keep moving forward."

The U.S. women's national team celebrates after Korbin Albert's goal Wednesday. (Pascal Guyot/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


Notes: Emily Sonnett replaced center back Tierna Davidson, who was sidelined after a knee-on-knee collision against Germany. ... Coffey will miss the quarterfinal after receiving her second yellow card of the tournament. ... Forward Jaedyn Shaw (leg) was unavailable for the third consecutive match. ... Dunn left the match at halftime as part of Hayes's plan to manage her minutes. ... Washington Spirit rookie standout Croix Bethune made her Olympic debut late in the match.
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The new kickoff format will be the star of the NFL's preseason opener
The NFL's new kickoff format is set for its preseason debut, and it promises to be 'uncharted territory' for everyone.
By Mark Maske | 2024-08-01

Pittsburgh Steelers kicker Chris Boswell and the rest of the NFL's special teamers have something new in store. (Gene J. Puskar/AP) 


LATROBE, Pa. -- The NFL's new "hybrid" kickoff format will make its preseason debut Thursday night when the Chicago Bears face the Houston Texans in the Hall of Fame Game.
And as coaches and players try to figure out how to use the new rules to their advantage, Pittsburgh Steelers Coach Mike Tomlin said he believes many in the NFL will watch the broadcast of the proceedings in Canton, Ohio, to get their first glimpse of how things will play out.
"I think anybody that's saying they've got a handle on it is probably lying or naive, man," Tomlin said last weekend. "There's no video. All we have is words on a page. I think that's the component of it that makes it exciting. There's going to be some anxiety among my peers regarding these concepts until we get some video on it. I'd imagine there's a lot of guys in my position going to be watching the Hall of Fame Game to see what some of it looks like. I'll be looking at the EA Sports [video] game when it comes out to see what it looks like."
The NFL's team owners in March ratified the new kickoff alignment, which was designed by the league's competition committee with input from special teams coaches. It is among the most significant rule changes in league history and represents perhaps the NFL's last, best attempt to keep the kickoff in the game, with hopes that it will make the play safer and boost the sagging rate of returns.
But it will be jarring to onlookers, with 21 of the 22 players lined up on the same half of the field to begin the play and only the kicker on the other side. The NFL borrowed heavily from the XFL version of the play, but that version did not feature NFL players.
"Nobody can really say because even with the spring league reps, these are different players," Baltimore Ravens Coach John Harbaugh said on the opening day of his team's camp. "So it's going to be a different play. ... How's it going to affect us? I don't know, either. I'm really hopeful. I'm hopeful that we come out here and we act and look like we know what we're doing. We hope we coach it the right way. And we hope it's an advantage for us the first part of the season."
Teams and coaches studied the new kickoff throughout the spring and began to work on it during offseason practices. That preparation carries more urgency now.
"We do have a handle on the way we're going to approach it, for sure," Harbaugh said. "And then we'll learn about what adjustments we'll have to make. We also know that we're going to learn as we go and there will be tweaks, just like there always is. But I am confident that we have a good handle on the angles of the play, the speed of the play, things like that."
Danny Smith, the Steelers' special teams coordinator, said he studied the XFL version of the play and visited coaches who worked in that league.
"I got a good background from them, positive and negative issues that they had, because I'm trying to get out in front of it," Smith said. "I don't want to have the same experiences they had in the growth aspect of it. So I think we're a little further ahead than some from a growth and a beginning standpoint because it's new to everybody and it's a new beginning."
The new play begins with 10 prospective tacklers on the kicking team lined up only five yards from the closest blockers on the receiving team. That eliminates the long run down the field for the would-be tacklers -- and the accompanying high-speed collisions. The tacklers and blockers cannot move until the ball is caught by a returner or hits the ground. From there, the action is intended to resemble a play from the line of scrimmage.
"It's a quick-hitting play," Smith said. "And I think all these people that are predicting it haven't seen it yet. I reserve judgment on what it's going to look like. But it's like an inside zone, an outside zone [running play on offense]. There's some misdirection involved in it for some people with speed back there. ... It's going to happen a heck of a lot faster than a normal kickoff as we knew it."
Smith said he believes the new kickoff will produce more big plays and touchdowns on returns. The Steelers added Cordarrelle Patterson, the NFL's career leader with nine touchdowns on kickoff returns, on the day the owners approved the new format. Teams might consider putting more key offensive and defensive players on their kickoff units.

The NFL's "hybrid" kickoff. (Michael Domine/The Washington Post) (Michael Domine/The Washington Post)


"We've got all cards on the table in regards to that," said Tomlin, a competition committee member. "I think we're all stepping into somewhat uncharted territory. And so it's probably prudent to cast a big net in terms of personnel, whether we're talking about return people or blockers or coverage people."
Under the new rules, the ball will be placed at the 30-yard line on a touchback on a kickoff. NFL leaders considered making it the 35-yard line to further dissuade kickoffs being launched into the end zone -- and further encourage returns. That could be tweaked later. In the meantime, some teams still might opt for a touchback rather than risk surrendering a long return. Smith said that could depend on the circumstances.
"I don't know how you can say that today," Smith said. "Maybe we do that in a game. What's the score? What's the situation? Where are we at? What's the conditions? Is it raining? Is it snowing? Is it cold? Is it nice? ... We'll do anything we can to win that game."
Some teams may have a non-kicker perform the kickoff, to get one more capable tackler on the field. The hang time of the kick no longer matters, given that blockers and tacklers must remain stationary until the ball hits the ground or touches a returner. But some teams still may place value on their kicker doing the kickoff, since there could be skill involved in performing a kick that is difficult to catch cleanly.
"Those are the thing -- those trick balls," Smith said. "And we'll practice it every day. We used to mix in 'bad ball drill,' I call it, off of a wet game, a rainy game, an icy game. Now we're practicing 'bad ball drill' every day because that's what you're going to get. You're going to get line drives. You're going to get balls on the ground. You're going to get balls that skip. You're going to get spinning balls. It's like fielding it for a shortstop or second baseman in some instances."
Smith said he is an enthusiastic supporter of the new kickoff rules. Even so, he acknowledged there will be an adjustment period for fans, players and coaches.
"I think people got what they wanted to put the kickoff back in and keep the kickoff in the game," Smith said. "And I think it's going to be an exciting play. Now, when people turn on the first game, they are not going to know what they're looking at. They are not. There's some education involved in this. ... I've been studying it for months. And I [still] get educated every day on it."
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This Nationals sell-off stopped at the perfect place
Why the trade the Nationals didn't make, involving closer Kyle Finnegan, may have been their best call. 
By Thomas M. Boswell | 2024-08-01

Nationals closer Kyle Finnegan is staying in Washington. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


Being a fan of a rebuilding team can feel like those biblical sufferings that often lasted 40 days and 40 nights. Except in baseball, the travails can last 40 times as long. Ask "How long, oh Lord?" and the answer can be, "Hey, just a couple more years."
In the past week, followers of the Washington Nationals have been in the wilderness. If it's not the scorpions, it's the tarantulas riding rattlesnakes.
After a 12-3 loss last Wednesday, the Nats were no-hit Thursday. A few days later, they got walked off on consecutive nights in St. Louis and Arizona. The latter was especially brutal because all-star closer Kyle Finnegan should not, with hindsight, have pitched in the last game before the trade deadline. He blew an 8-4 lead thanks to five hits with an average exit velocity of infinity. His ERA jumped from 2.47 to 3.48 in 15 minutes.
On Tuesday, the Nats couldn't get a good enough offer to merit dealing Finnegan. Minus stalwarts Lane Thomas, Jesse Winker and Dylan Floro -- all traded during the week -- the Nats celebrated with a 17-0 loss.
It's not really this bad, honest. Before the recent misery began, the Nats were 47-53, and their year had been defined by the emergence, in their first or second seasons, of right-hander Jake Irvin, center fielder Jacob Young, left fielder James Wood and southpaw starters Mitchell Parker and DJ Herz.
Nonetheless, the past week has brought into focus an eternal question for mediocre or losing teams and their fans -- in other words, more than half the sport. We know you may have to tear down before you can build back better. But does every rebuild have to be a total gut? Shouldn't teams try to keep enough decent players -- the kind who are unlikely to bring back star prospects in return -- for the sake of some dignity?
The Nationals and General Manager Mike Rizzo appear to have been committed to trading every single established player who was having a solid enough season to bring a credible return, all for the sake of 2025 -- or more likely 2026. In "Team Building 101" -- at least the current version -- this is the right method.
The six prospects the Nats got for two expiring contracts (Winker and Floro) and two players under team control through 2025 (Thomas and reliever Hunter Harvey) are an organizational upgrade. That's just the proper operating assumption with Rizzo deals. From the World Series team alone, Trea Turner, Joe Ross, Howie Kendrick and Daniel Hudson were added at a cost, in trades, of outfielder Steven Souza Jr., assorted minor leaguers and cash.
Despite Rizzo's history -- including the 2022 Juan Soto trade that brought all-star CJ Abrams, lefty MacKenzie Gore, Wood and two of the Nats' other top 12 prospects -- I'm quite glad Finnegan is still around.
Of all the players the Nationals "should" have traded, given that indefinable commodity of "a good return," Finnegan is the only one I hoped would stay. Why? On a team with five fairly promising starters in its rotation -- Gore, Irvin, Parker, Herz and, pretty soon, Cade Cavalli -- you absolutely need a solid closer; otherwise, panic will filter from the ninth into earlier innings and ruin the good work that your young arms have produced.
On the other hand, if you do have the ninth inning covered -- not with an 89 percent success savior such as Mariano Rivera or a star such as Kenley Jansen but just a credible Finnegan -- then you can, maybe, patch together late innings of winnable games with folks such as Derek Law (3.17 ERA), Jacob Barnes (3.98), Robert Garcia (4.23) and younger arms such as Jose A. Ferrer who need auditions.
Subtract Finnegan, and the risk is unpalatably high that your season, and much of your tightknit team culture, could disintegrate into humiliating rubble. It could anyway. Trading four of the better players on a team that's on a 73-win pace can lead to a lot of ugliness.
But all four moves were smart or close to inevitable.
The Harvey trade was a clear winner because it freed up so much extra slot money for the Nats to lure high school players into their farm system rather than choose college. An SEC campus looks like paradise compared with life in the minor leagues. But if you add $1 million or even $2 million to sign, that equation can change. Harvey also netted one of the Royals' top prospects, third baseman Cayden Wallace. While both teams may win, the Nats could win bigger.
Winker and Floro were signed to one-year deals so they could be flipped if they panned out. Both did. So, flip 'em.
As for what the Nats got in their six prospects plus that pick: I last covered a minor league game when Ronald Reagan was president. Even granting Rizzo's good record in such deals, the hard truth is that if the Nats get three big leaguers -- just two of them good -- out of the seven, it's a win.
Lefty Alex Clemmey, a 6-foot-6 19-year-old with high-ceiling fastball-curveball stuff but hit-the-ceiling poor control, and Wallace, 22, are now ranked as the Nats' sixth- and seventh-best prospects, per MLB Pipeline. That's good. It puts them just behind Cavalli (fifth) and ahead of outfielders Robert Hassell III and Cristhian Vaquero and starting pitchers Jarlin Susana and Travis Sykora, all of whom are considered probable future big leaguers.
Nats fans may think trading Thomas, who had an .833 OPS in his last 55 games with the team after an awful start, was a difficult decision. It probably wasn't. To a degree, the Nats' two best hitting prospects, Wood and Dylan Crews, currently in AAA, made Winker and Thomas expendable. But it was really the unexpected value of Young -- a Marvel Universe center fielder who ranks as the Nats' second-best everyday player (after Abrams), according to both FanGraphs and Baseball-Reference -- that made a trade of Thomas so logical.
Sometimes the best trade is the one you never make -- or in the case of Finnegan, the potential trade that you happened to screw up. MLB front offices know Finnegan's 3.52 ERA in 272 career games more accurately reflects what advanced metrics say about his true ability. This year, his stellar ERA was part illusion, owing to a .204 batting average on balls in play before Monday's implosion. Reversion was due. But the Nats should have kept that illusion intact, hoping one team would want a 28-save all-star.
Did Monday's shelling influence Tuesday's non-trade? Did the Nats miss a chance for another deal such as all-star reliever Matt Capps for Wilson Ramos, a starting catcher for six years? We'll never know, though "probably not" is the historian's view.
It's possible that I put too much emphasis on finding pleasure in watching the Nats' next 216 games. We live in a "where's my ring?" world, where the next parade is regarded, by some, as the only measuring stick. Titles are the ultimate goal, of course. But not everything can be measured by a player's yield in prospects.
In Finnegan's case, a solid closer is vital to giving the low-scoring Nats a decent chance to be competitive and watchable until all those "promises, promises" come true.
With almost all franchises, watching a team rebuild is part of the lifelong experience of being a fan. There will be pain. But for the sake of fans' pleasure and players' morale, you don't want to feel like that new building will fall on your head every night. With Finnegan in again, maybe it won't.
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These Olympians oozing 'aura' in Paris are winning the internet
Who needs medals when you have "aura," or coolness points? Shooters Kim Yeji and Yusuf Dikec, rugby player Ilona Maher and "pommel horse guy" Stephen Nedoroscik earned many.
By Leo Sands, Maham Javaid | 2024-08-01

Clockwise from left: Olympic athletes Noah Lyles, Stephen Nedoroscik, Kim Yeji, Yusuf Dikec and Ilona Maher. (Clockwise from left: Benjamin Cremel/AFP/Getty Images; AP Photo/Abbie Parr; Charles McQuillan/Getty Images; Alain Jocard/AFP/Getty Images; AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi/AFP/Getty Images)


The internet is watching a fierce competition in Paris and paying tribute to an Ancient Greek tradition that transcends borders.
No, we're not talking about the Olympic Games. We're talking about something else: aura.
The concept has been reclaimed from its ancient mythological roots by Gen Z -- Aura was the Greek goddess of breeze -- to describe a person who oozes an elusive form of je-ne-sais-quoi charm. It has been heralded the summer's "new coolness currency," with those winning aura points described as "auramaxxing." And athletes from around the world are emitting aura as they compete on the world stage.
Here are some of the Olympians winning points on social media for their aura levels, including from many who don't typically follow their sports.

South Korean Kim Yeji, with her futuristic-looking glasses and baseball cap, took home the silver medal in the women's 10-meter air pistol at the Paris Games. (Charles McQuillan/Getty Images)


Kim Yeji, the 31-year-old South Korean sharpshooting sensation, took home a silver medal in the 10-meter air pistol competition -- and images of her competing, complete with futuristic-looking shooting glasses and a baseball cap, have set off adoration on social media, as our colleague Shane O'Neill wrote in his Style Memo.
"The most 'Main Character Energy' I've ever seen in my life," one person commented, while others dubbed her the "coolest woman in the world" or said it was "the most aura I have ever seen in an image."
Kim finished only behind her teammate and roommate Ye Jin Oh, who won gold.
"It's kind of a bummer that Oh's gold medal is being overshadowed. And it's kind of a bummer a really cool story about female friendship is being subsumed by fashion stans," O'Neill wrote. "But then, there are also a ton of Asian women online who are losing their minds over how cool Yeji looks. And let's face it: She does look really cool."

With hand in pocket, Yusuf Dikec casually claimed Turkey's first silver in shooting. (Alain Jocard/AFP/Getty Images)


Another shooter is also setting the internet alight -- this time from Turkey.
Yusuf Dikec wasn't wearing the eye gear that other Olympic shooters opted for, and his ears weren't protected with bulky defenders like many other shooters' were. He had both eyes wide open and his left hand casually tucked into his pocket.
But he casually took home Turkey's first silver in shooting, looking unbothered -- which just increased his aura quotient even more.
"This is what you call aura," said one entertainment site of Dikec. "Shows up without any specialist equipment for shooting, looking like he just came out of the crowd and gave it a go."
"Insane aura," said another. More than 40,000 people online appeared to agree.
Others are comparing the salt-and-pepper haired 51-year-old to Bollywood stars, famed for successfully hitting moving targets out of helicopters and the like.
Dikec appears to be welcoming his virality, by posting reels about his nonchalant attitude to his Instagram page.
Even the IOC appeared to acknowledge the excitement, posting side by side photos of Kim and Dikec while calling them the "stars we didn't know we needed."

U.S. gymnast Stephen Nedoroscik, who is being compared to Clark Kent, proved to be super on the pommel horse. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


Critics had questioned Stephen Nedoroscik's spot on the men's gymnastics Olympic team, given his single specialty -- pommel horse.
On Monday, Nedoroscik, 25, proved them wrong -- appearing to float through his 40-second routine, swinging and moving his hands with precision, and helping the U.S. men's team win bronze after a 16-year Olympic medal drought. 
Within hours, he became something of a cult hero, and the internet had christened him with a new name: pommel horse guy. "I know nothing about gymnastics and here I am living and dying with whether this nerdy guy in glasses named Steve can pommel that horse. The Olympics are a curse," joked one user.
The Rubik's-cube-solving, electrical engineering major has now been compared to Clark Kent, after cameras captured him with his eyes closed under his glasses and his head tilted back ahead of his crucial performance.
"When I saw the kid with the specs take them off to get on the pommel horse, I knew US were medalling," another person tweeted.

U.S. women's rugby player Ilona Maher is being dubbed as "everyone's favorite Olympian on TikTok." (Christophe Petit Tesson/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Ilona Maher, leader of the U.S. women's rugby sevens team, was already a social media star before the Olympics -- but she is also a winner -- and her team won the first-ever Olympic medal for rugby for the United States.
The 27-year-old is the rugby player with the biggest social media following, according to the AP, and she uses her platform to host body positivity chats and urge more people to get involved in women's rugby.
She's been credited with helping rugby reach more viewers this year than ever before -- and has won fans with her authentic style, giving rapid-fire media interviews after winning while eating a sandwich, or doing a catwalk in tracks to Beyonce's "Crazy in Love" at the Champions Park in Paris.
She's now been dubbed "everyone's favorite Olympian on TikTok" and "one of the biggest stars of the Games" thanks to her aura of being "authentic, funny, sweet and it's refreshing." Even many who haven't kept up with the sport before have seemingly become fully engaged thanks to Maher's approach.

The image of Brazil's Gabriel Medina elevating above the Tahitian surf is being described as "the picture of the Olympics." (Jerome Brouillet/AFP/Getty Images)


In the Middle Ages, the word "aura" was used to mean "gentle breeze." On Monday, Brazilian surfer Gabriel Medina embodied that definition.
In a moment captured perfectly by a waiting photographer, the 30-year-old, three-time World Surf League champion, appeared to be briefly levitating above the Pacific Ocean with tethered surfboard in tow -- and single finger gesturing the No. 1.
The image was captured just after Medina had risen out of a Tahitian wave during the fifth heat of the men's third surfing round. It was so captivating that it was described as "the picture of the Olympics" -- and prompted some to speculate wrongly that it was photoshopped.
Flying in the face of gravitational laws and biblical waves, Medina breezed into the quarterfinal showdown. For that, you need aura.
"Jesus walked on water so Medina could stand above it," one person joked on Twitter.

U.S. sprinter Noah Lyles "nailed" an iconic image during Opening Ceremonies. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Noah Lyles is gunning for his first Olympic gold medal in Paris and is also a contender for the Olympian with the most main character energy -- he calls himself "the fastest man in the world" and, for the Opening Ceremonies, the track titan painted the letters I-C-O-N on his fingernails.
The 27-year-old ended 2023 as the undisputed best sprinter in the world and enters the first post-covid Olympics as perhaps the United States' biggest male Olympic star, The Post previously reported.
Even the official Olympics site has noted that Lyles "carries himself with a certain swagger." At a news conference this week, asked about the world's fastest man, he said: "It's me. It's always going to be me."
"To be honest, when Noah Lyles is being Noah Lyles," he said, referring to himself in the third person, "there's nobody."
Online fans have described him as having "insane" or "terrifying" aura.
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The Edith Piaf song Celine Dion sang brought back a boxer and a tragedy
Marcel Cerdan, a middleweight world champion who had a romance with the French singer, was killed in a plane crash in 1949.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-08-01

Marcel Cerdan, left, fought Jake LaMotta in then-Briggs Stadium in Detroit. (AP)


PARIS -- Celine Dion's Brobdingnagian return to public singing last Friday night tethered itself to sports because it happened at an Olympic Opening Ceremonies at the Eiffel Tower, but to many an ear it might have stirred another attachment. It might have revived a boxer who died 75 years beforehand and lived to be only 33.
"Absolutely!" French historian Michel Merckel wrote in French in an email. "When Celine Dion sang 'Hymn To Love,' in this exceptional context and setting, I did not expect it at all and I am still overwhelmed by it, but it is a fact, I immediately thought of Marcel Cerdan."
Cerdan had one loud life in an era less loud (1916-1949). He fought 114 times. He won 110 times, 65 by knockout. He fought Jake LaMotta of "Raging Bull" note. He ventured all the way from an unaffluent birth in Algeria (under French rule) to life in Morocco (also under French rule) to renown as the greatest French boxer and to much of the globe, including an old Triple-A baseball park Roosevelt Stadium in Jersey City on the night of Sept. 21, 1948.
Then and there, Cerdan became the world middleweight champion when he bested the American Tony Zale, who had steel in his hometown (Gary, Ind.) and reputedly in his muscles.
Then and there, the audience included that epitome of the word "chanteuse," Edith Piaf, the tiny "sparrow" who herself had gone from disadvantaged (in Paris) to stardom, and who had begun a consuming and adoring affair with Cerdan, a married father of three. By 1949, she would write the lyrics to a song, "Hymne L'Amour" ("Hymn To Love"), with music by Marguerite Monnot, and that song would go on a marathon run through Earth from then to Piaf's recording of it in May 1950, to a lofty place in French consciousness and to so many places including a Cyndi Lauper album (in 2003), the Tokyo 2020 Closing Ceremonies (by the Japanese singer Milet), to Dion's heavy-duty larynx in Parisian rainfall.
Along its way and in its early days, just after the tragedy of Oct. 28, 1949, the song picked up a sporting distinction: Piaf dedicated it to Cerdan.
"Marcel Cerdan is an emblematic figure of French sport," Merckel wrote in his email, soon adding, "His romantic relationship with Edith Piaf added to his legend. Both coming from very modest backgrounds, they were adored by the French and this also contributed to his legend."
He was "a puncher," said Pascal Charroin, a historian of sport and physical education at the University of Jean Monnet Saint-Etienne in France. "At the end [of his bouts], it was possible for him to, just with one [punch], for him to win. He was very strong with his right arm. And sometimes during a few matches, he had a lot of problems with his arm because he was too strong, and sometimes the bone is broken, for example."
His athletic prowess cascaded enough that, Charroin said, "We can say that it would be possible for him to be a great soccer man, a great footballer. It would be possible for him to play La Liga, perhaps the second league. He was a very good footballer."
He turned pro as a boxer in 1934, and by 1991 the International Boxing Hall of Fame described the aftermath in its Cerdan induction bio: "And with the exception of two losses by disqualification, he never saw an opponent's hand raised in victory until May 23, 1948, his 105th bout, a narrow 15-round decision loss to Cyrille Delannoit, which he avenged two months later."
A fourth and final loss, too, had hints of an asterisk.
It came in Detroit on June 16, 1949, against LaMotta, the raging bull from the Bronx who would live until 2017 and age 95. Cerdan, the Hall of Fame notes, "injured his shoulder when the two fell to the canvas during a first-round scuffle [and] fought one-armed until he retired in his corner" just before the 10th round.
A rematch seemed logical and then proximate, set for early December. On Oct. 27, 1949, at just after 8 p.m., Cerdan left Orly Airport in Paris toward New York aboard Air France flight 009, a Lockheed Constellation, an airplane model that nowadays retains some throwback stylishness. Numerous accounts indicate he would prepare for the fight and reunite with Piaf, who had begun to gather popularity in New York. As the plane made a refueling stop amid the Atlantic in the Azores and in good weather, the pilot radioed in with no worries, his final communication.
The plane crashed into Pico Redondo on San Miguel Island, about 60 miles from the airport., killing 11 crew members and 37 passengers, including Cerdan, 33, famed French violinist Ginette Neveu, 30, and famed French artist Bernard Boutet de Monvel, 68. An extensive investigations cited failed navigation.
"His tragic death in the midst of his glory in a plane crash was a terrible trauma for all French people and contributed to his legend," Merckel wrote. "A symbol of courage and determination, the 'Moroccan bomber' is an icon of French sport."
The Guardian of London reported, "There were so many anxious visitors last night to the bar Cerdan owns in Casablanca that his two brothers closed the doors early. Even then hundreds of people thronged the streets and some placed flowers in front of the door."
LaMotta told the Associated Press on that Oct. 28, "You have to fight him as I did to know what a fine sportsman he was." He said, "My mother has been at church all morning, praying and lighting candles for the safety of our friend. If I had lost to Marcel in Detroit, I might have been flying to France to fight him there."
Piaf spiraled into a chasm of despair, but took the stage legendarily in New York on the night of Oct. 28 to sing "Hymne L'Amour" to Cerdan, with some accounts telling that she crumpled to the floor thereafter.
"Of course," Merckel wrote in his email, "I know the context of this song and the interpretation given by Edith Piaf in New York on the very evening of Marcel Cerdan's death to pay tribute to him by singing and dedicating this song to him, but what emotion!"

Celine Dion performs "Hymn of Love" at the Eiffel Tower during Opening Ceremonies of the Paris Olympics. (Olympic Broadcasting Services/via REUTERS)


That last reference meant Dion's rendition, which in turn ratified Piaf's importance to France. Her hardship-spangled 47-year life, which ended in 1963, has gotten movie treatments with Claude Lelouch's 1983 "Edith et Marcel," in which Cerdan's son Marcel Jr. played his father, and Olivier Dahan's 2007 "La Vie en Rose," in which Marion Cotillard's astonishing performance earned her the Best Actress Oscar and the French actor Jean-Pierre Martins played Cerdan. There's a small Edith Piaf museum tucked into Paris's 11th arrondissement. Her gravesite in the cemetery Pere Lachaise, just down from Oscar Wilde and not so far from Frederic Chopin and Jim Morrison, lures continual streams of visitors, and this week featured an homage from admirers in Brazil.
As for Cerdan, E.J. Dionne wrote in the New York Times in 1983, "To this day, whenever a fight is broadcast here [in France], Cerdan's name is mentioned with the respect due to a figure who is perceived as a martyr of the French sports world," and a figure who exhibited strength after World War II had ravaged France. He might remain a thought for some in a crowd such as the loud one cheering French fighter Makan Traore at Olympic boxing on Wednesday in Seine-Saint Denis, but they can be elusive to find.
"For the new generation," said Charroin, 62, "I don't think that Marcel Cerdan is very important, because there are a lot of sportsmen, like Kylian Mbappe in soccer, so it's different for the youth today. But for the person between 60 and 80 years old, 90 years, Marcel Cerdan remains one of the most important sportsmen in France."
Perhaps they explained that to the young on the night Dion sang, in French,  the Piaf lyrics Merckel described as "surprisingly premonitory."
Translated to English, they begin as:
If the sky should fall into the sea
And the stars fade all around me
For the times that we have known here
I will sing a hymn to love
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In Paris, ageless Olympians add stature and lessons that endure
As they extend careers, athletes from Jordan Larson to Diana Taurasi to LeBron James add a new wrinkle to the Olympics.
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-07-31

"I was just walking four miles a day -- full retirement plan," U.S. volleyball player Jordan Larson said. "But life had another plan for me." (Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


PARIS -- On the night before her 10th Olympics appearance, Nino Salukvadze carried the flag for Georgia during the Opening Ceremonies. It was her third time as a flag bearer. Afterward, she fell asleep during the 21/2-hour drive back to Chateauroux, France, site of the shooting competition.
"I have no problem with sleep," the 55-year-old joked. "No problem."
Nine hours after returning, she made history Saturday as the first woman to compete in 10 Olympics. She joined Canadian show jumper Ian Millar as the only 10-time Olympians.
"Now it's gender equality," she announced to reporters after the feat.
It's also a celebration of age equality. Salukvadze entered the record books, but at these Summer Games, she's hardly alone in bending time. Old is a slanderous term here. There are too many enduring, transcendent legends gracing the Paris Olympics: Diana Taurasi (42), LeBron James (39), Rafael Nadal (38), Novak Djokovic (37). We're talking about GOAT-level athletes in their disciplines, most of them still capable of glory.
Even when some, such as Nadal, haven't been able to overcome physical deterioration, it's still a gift to see them striving on this stage for national pride. With stakes beyond their individual legacies, they seem different -- more accessible and more wholesome -- than their wealth and celebrity suggests.
The age defiance isn't limited to big names who play in established professional leagues. You also must go deeper than the likes of Salukvadze, who benefits from playing a sport that doesn't punish aging as harshly as others.
The Olympics, which used to have a strict amateur policy, have a reputation as a showcase for precocious talent. Gymnastics and swimming are among the signature events in which elite athletes have a long history of peaking early. Yet here is Simone Biles, at 27 and in her third Olympics, in position to became the all-around Olympic champion for a second time. In 1984, Mary Lou Retton was 16 when she became the first American woman to win the all-around gold. She retired two years later.
On Tuesday night, Biles led a U.S. women's squad with an average age of nearly 221/2 years, the oldest since 1952, to the team gold. On social media Wednesday, Biles unveiled the team's official nickname.
"Golden Girls," she declared, a nod to the classic television show.
In the pool, there's Katie Ledecky, 27, the greatest distance swimmer ever, still thriving. Twenty years ago, she would've been considered ancient.

Diana Taurasi is playing in her sixth Olympics. (Mike Lawrie/Getty Images)


The Olympics, with their abundance of different sports, magnify how athletes are evolving and redefining the possibilities. In Paris, the ages of Olympians range from 11 (Chinese skateboarder Zheng Haohao) to 65 (Spanish equestrian rider Juan Antonio Jimenez). It's a treat to anticipate the Olympic debut of 16-year-old track wunderkind Quincy Wilson, who is in the 4x400 relay pool, and watch volleyball player Jordan Larson wearing a U.S. uniform again at 37.
Larson is playing in her fourth Olympics. She retired in 2021 after the U.S. women's volleyball team won the gold medal at the Tokyo Games. She got married a few days later. She dreamed of starting a family. But the marriage didn't last long. After a divorce, she felt a gradual pull toward the sport.
"I had stepped away," Larson said. "I was just walking four miles a day -- full retirement plan. But life had another plan for me."
There's nothing wrong with that plan. Larson sacrificed the perfect ending, a gold medal that her team had spent three Olympics seeking, to wear the USA jersey one more time. Athletes aren't storytellers. They may yearn for their careers to be a well-crafted tale, but they understand there are no guarantees. They answer to competition, not fantasy.
Don't tell an athlete when it is over. Please don't. As Taurasi made clear, she'll come for you.
"Only a woman would have 20 years of experience and it's an Achilles' heel instead of something that is treasured and used as a way forward for our sport and for women," said Taurasi, at her sixth Olympics. "So hopefully we can change that narrative."
In general, there's far more praise of Taurasi than criticism, but her reaction to any whiff of negativity exemplifies why she has five gold medals, three WNBA titles and three college national titles.
"You know, when you dedicate your whole life and whole career to something and you get the question of, 'Why don't you just retire?'" Taurasi said. "And it's just so easy for a question to be brought up, in a manner where it's not meant to be disrespectful, but if you're the person being asked, it is a bit disrespectful.
"I'm here to compete. I'm here to play at a high level. I'm here to give to my teammates, and I'm here to win a gold medal. That's it. I don't care about the last 20 years. I'm worried about the next 20 years."
Like Taurasi, James doesn't usually acknowledge his age unless he's being asked in a flattering tone about his extraordinary longevity. He doesn't jump as high as he once did. He isn't as durable. But he's still LeBron, with an advanced basketball mind and a sculpted body that still powers through defenders.
"I'm just blown away by his effort, concentration and focus in every single drill," U.S. Coach Steve Kerr said.
We don't talk enough about what it takes to persist in sports. We look at athletes as either besting Father Time or being washed up. There are so many stops between the extremes, so many chances to compensate or submit to limitations out of stubbornness.
"It gives you reassurance that you can still do it," Larson said after she helped the defending gold medalists to a five-set victory over Serbia. "There's doubt that creeps in at some point of just, 'Can you do this at this age?' We're getting smarter in recovery modalities, learning how to manage your body."
Wisdom never deteriorates. On occasion, wisdom carries an advanced athlete beyond recognition.
Consider 31-year-old swimmer Nic Fink, who won his first Olympic medal in the 100-meter breaststroke, tying British standout Adam Peaty for the silver medal. He's a grown man, defined now as an engineer more than a swimmer, but he enjoyed the race of his life. Thirty-one might as well be 51 in swimming, even though Anthony Ervin, Dara Torres, Michael Phelps and others have altered expectations over the past two decades. But when you call Fink a 31-year-old silver medalist, it's quite the flex. Plus, he still has a baby face.

Nino Salukvadze, 55, competed in her 10th Olympics. (Manish Swarup/AP)


Of course, all these ageless ones must bow to Salukvadze. She has competed in every Olympics since the 1988 Seoul Games.
"After my first Olympic Games, I not think about 10," Salukvadze admitted.
Asked why she remained so committed, she turned pragmatic. She won two medals in 1988, a gold and a silver. If she had captured two golds in Seoul, she said, "maybe I not continue."
As a 19-year-old, she thought she had more to achieve. In the past 36 years, she has added one more medal -- a bronze in 2008 -- to her total. The recipient of a quota spot this time, she finished 38th and didn't qualify for the final of the women's 10-meter air pistol, the first of her two events. But after 10 Olympics, she doesn't just appreciate winning. Here's how long she has lasted: In 2016, she and her son, Tsotne Machavariani, were the first mother-son duo to participate in the same Olympics. At 26, Machavariani wasn't alive for his mom's first three Olympics.
"I'm proud," she said of the longevity.
It is definitely something to be treasured.
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The anti-doping fight isn't about whom to believe. It's about transparency.     
WADA says it's unfairly stuck in the middle of a geopolitical fight, but global anti-doping leaders got there by being elusive.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-07-31

WADA President Witold Banka, center, speaks at a news conference in Paris, between WADA head of media relations James Fitzgerald and director general Olivier Niggli. (Ritchie B Tongo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


PARIS -- A year ago, a Czech cyclist training in the United States tested positive for a banned substance that entered her system because she was handling a prescription medicine for her dying dog. Anti-doping authorities announced the results of the test -- just as they announced there would be no penalty.
Also last year, an American sprinter borrowed training sleeves from a friend to wear over an injured hamstring. The sleeves contained a banned substance. After an investigation concluded the sprinter shouldn't be penalized, the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency announced the positive test anyway.
In 2020, an American boxer tested positive for two banned substances that her partner was taking. An investigation determined the drugs entered her system through sex. She was exonerated in time to compete in the Tokyo Olympics the following summer. The positive tests still were disclosed.
"As it stands, the WADA rules dictate that even if a positive test is proven to be caused by contamination, national anti-doping agencies must find a violation, disqualify results, and make a public announcement," USADA CEO Travis Tygart said in a statement issued Tuesday night.
Which gets us to the Paris Olympics. And the Chinese swimmers who tested positive for banned substances three years ago. And the results that weren't announced.
There is all-out war between two agencies that are supposed to pull on the same end of the rope. It's not going away. If anything, it's escalating.
"The politicization of Chinese swimming continues with this latest attempt by the media in the United States to imply wrongdoing on the part of WADA and the broader anti-doping community," WADA said in a lengthy statement Tuesday. "As we have seen over recent months, WADA has been unfairly caught in the middle of geopolitical tensions between superpowers but has no mandate to participate in that."
You gotta feel sorry for them, don't you?
The story has not stopped the Olympic swim meet in its tracks, not hardly. That's because the Chinese swimmers have been held largely at bay. After winning 10 golds in Tokyo -- second behind the United States' 12 -- and 20 medals overall, China has one gold, delivered Wednesday night with a world record in the men's 100-meter freestyle from Pan Zhanle, to go with two silvers and two bronzes here as the meet reaches its midpoint. Zhanle's performance led to the Chinese anthem filling Paris La Defense Arena for the first time.
On Tuesday night, Qin Haiyang -- the reigning world champion in the men's 100- and 200-meter breaststrokes -- failed to reach the final of the latter event, in which he holds the world record. This after he finished seventh in the 100 earlier in the meet. Wednesday morning, Xu Jiayu, who won one of China's silvers in the 100 backstroke, failed to even show up for his heat in the 200 back. No immediate reason was given.
It's dangerous to consider those results and actions and conclude, "The Chinese must be missing something they relied on in Tokyo." But WADA's combination of inaction and secrecy has only bolstered such speculation.
Forget the "politicization of Chinese swimming." This is a mess of WADA's own making. And it's important to clean it up -- not just for the Paris Games but for faith in the global system to ensure clean international competition going forward.
The American media WADA refers to is the New York Times, which reported earlier Tuesday that two more Chinese swimmers had tested positive for banned substances -- in this case, a hardcore steroid -- but blamed it on contaminated meat. (One of those swimmers is on the Olympic team here.) But it also could and should include German outlet ARD, which with the Times reported in April that 23 Chinese swimmers tested positive for the banned heart medication trimetazidine leading up to the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 and that Chinese anti-doping authorities blamed on contamination in a hotel kitchen, an explanation that WADA accepted but didn't announce. Last week, ARD further reported that those swimmers didn't all stay at the same hotel.
"A fundamental question at the heart of any claimed contamination case, which WADA refuses to answer in these cases, is what was the source of the positives?" Tygart's latest statement said. "The fact that WADA accepted these excuses and declined to enforce its own rules is a failure of the system."
All this led to saber-rattling across the Atlantic. On Tuesday, a bipartisan congressional delegation announced legislation that would withhold the United States' contribution to WADA's budget -- a $3.4 million contribution to a roughly $50 million annual budget.
The swept-under-the-rug Chinese positives could make WADA seem toothless. And to the athletes who swam in Tokyo and are competing here against 11 of those swimmers, it is -- regardless of China's poor performance in the pool thus far.
But tell that to the scores of athletes WADA has suspended over the years, even those who have claimed inadvertent ingestion. There's Shelby Houlihan, the American record-holder in the women's 1,500 meters who is missing her second Olympics after a positive test for the steroid nandrolone -- that she blamed on a tainted burrito. There's Issam Asinga, the Surinamese sprinter who set American high school records but is serving a four-year ban after testing positive for the banned substance GW1516, which alters how the body metabolizes fat. Asinga is suing Gatorade, which he says supplied him tainted gummies that were supposed to help with recovery.
Whether you believe Houlihan or Asinga, they're not here because WADA said they can't be.
"I just think this idea that somehow they're soft on doping is unfair," said Paul Greene, an American attorney who has represented athletes in doping cases for two decades. "I know from my years and years of dealing with them, if anything, they're rigid."
What they are is inconsistent, and the reaction -- particularly in the United States or from American athletes and observers -- risks being horribly xenophobic. You can't say, "Poor kid from Suriname; he should be here," and follow it reflexively with, "We're not going to fund you unless you suspend the Chinese."
But WADA also needs to admit that it didn't handle the China cases properly. Beyond that, WADA and the International Olympic Committee need to understand that the timing of the unpublicized positives -- less than a year in advance of the Beijing Winter Games -- makes the optics awful, quietly clearing athletes from one of the few countries eager to host future Olympics.
Beyond that, the IOC must understand the threats it is making to yank the 2034 Winter Games from Salt Lake City unless Americans bow to WADA as the "supreme authority" on all things doping are laughable. Where else would they turn? Beyond that, WADA must come to the conclusion that its blended relationship with the IOC -- half of the budget comes from countries around the world, the other half from the IOC -- cripples its ability to police doping as an independent agency.
American outcry is not the reason WADA's structure is flawed and its actions open to suspicion. Both problems are solvable, but only if both the IOC and WADA understand that public perception matters when it comes to faith. And without faith in the system, who can be confident the competition is clean?
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Who killed Tyler Skaggs? 
After MLB pitcher Tyler Skaggs fatally overdosed, blame fell on Angels staffer Eric Kay. Five years later, records suggest the truth is more complicated. 
By Gus Garcia-Roberts | 2024-07-31
One spring day a decade ago, after another long day at the ballpark, Eric Kay finished work and headed to a nearby condo.
Kay was a chummy, ubiquitous presence behind the scenes for the Los Angeles Angels, with whom he had spent virtually all of his adult life in the communications department. He had recently been named its director -- Kay's dream job.
But over the previous several years, Kay had grown addicted to opioids, typically in the form of 10-milligram Norco pills. Now he was in Arizona for spring training and a planned pill shipment had fallen through. So Kay went looking for a source -- and landed on a young pitcher recently traded to the team. His name: Tyler Skaggs.
Kay said he arrived at the address Skaggs gave him to find the ballplayer and a buddy chopping up 30-milligram Percocet pills and snorting them. Kay had only ever swallowed pills, he said. But he leaned in and inhaled.
Kay later described this encounter to federal agents and The Washington Post -- establishing the origin, or at least his version of it, of a years-long, drug-fueled relationship between two men that would spiral toward the darkest imaginable outcome.
It has been five years since Skaggs, 27, was discovered dead in a hotel room in Texas with fentanyl in his system, rocking baseball and adding another celebrity casualty to a public health crisis that has killed hundreds of thousands of Americans, with no solution in sight.
To the authorities and Skaggs's family, Kay's role in the ballplayer's death was simple: Kay was a "pill pusher," as a prosecutor put it, who used his big league access to prey on Skaggs and other players whose profession made them vulnerable to the allure of painkillers. In 2022, a Texas jury convicted Kay of giving Skaggs the fentanyl-laced pill that killed him. A judge sentenced him to 22 years in federal prison.

The death of teammate Tyler Skaggs in 2019 was crushing for the Los Angeles Angels players. (Tom Pennington/Getty Images)


But the story of Skaggs's history with drugs, his relationship with Kay and his death is more complicated than what was presented in court and what has previously been reported, The Post found in a review of court and law enforcement materials.
Those records include a key but elusive trove of evidence: a law enforcement scan of Skaggs's phone, which includes thousands of text messages to and from Skaggs spanning at least seven years. The Post accessed the scan, which was filed in evidence, in a Texas courthouse last year.
Prosecutors and Kay's defense lawyers presented only a fraction of the messages related to Skaggs's drug use, The Post found. Kay's appellate lawyer, Brett Ordiway, said the exhibits he received from Kay's trial did not include the full scan of Skaggs's phone The Post reviewed.
The records and interviews shed new light on Skaggs's familiarity with powerful opioids years before he met Kay -- procuring, using and even selling them. They also reveal how the criminal case against Kay dovetailed with the ongoing civil dispute between Skaggs's family and the Angels, with prominent lawyers scrambling for leverage within weeks of Skaggs's death.

Then-Los Angeles Angels communications director Eric Kay, right, with a colleague in May 2014. (Keith Birmingham/MediaNews Group/Pasadena Star-News via Getty Images)


Kay, a 49-year-old father of three, will be in prison until 2041, barring a successful appeal. In phone interviews from a Colorado prison, he maintained that he did not give Skaggs any pills in Texas, a requirement for his conviction, but said he did give him pills before they left California. Kay told federal agents the same.
In interviews, members of Skaggs's family said they were sympathetic to the cost of Kay's punishment on his own family. But they didn't determine that punishment, they said; prosecutors, a jury and a judge did. "It's not about the years," Skaggs's mother, Debbie Hetman, said of Kay's prison sentence. "It's just about the accountability."
The Skaggs family's attorney, Rusty Hardin, said Kay's culpability was "not even debatable anymore," noting that Kay's trial attorney had access to the same messages The Post reviewed, though he didn't present them in court.
In a statement, the U.S. attorney's office in the Northern District of Texas, where Kay was convicted, suggested that scrutinizing Skaggs's history with drugs before Kay was a form of "victim-blaming."
"Mr. Kay is paying an appropriate price for doling out deadly drugs," the statement read.
Kay, though, in interviews and in his legal defense, insisted Skaggs was the "driver" of their illicit relationship, directing him as a drug gopher and sending other players to him even as Kay buckled under his own addiction.
And it started, he said, in that Arizona condo, where snorting the pills brought clarity and relief he had never known -- and would spend the next several years chasing.

Skaggs, then on the Arizona Diamondbacks, pitching in 2012, the year he made his big league debut. (Ralph Freso/Getty Images)


WHEN SKAGGS LEFT HOME for pro ball in 2009, he was newly 18 and had only ever been away for one baseball tournament. His stepfather, Dan Ramos, recalled that he was "basically a kid going to play with men." The family was nervous but confident he could handle it.
Skaggs's talent was a special case, not coaxed out through the travel-ball grind but perfected in his Los Angeles-area backyard, where he spent hours working on his curveball from a homemade mound. Skaggs played three sports at Santa Monica High, where his mom was the softball coach.
At Skaggs's memorial, his agent, Ryan Hamill, said he expected the kid to attend college, but Skaggs was adamant. "I want to be a first-rounder next year," Hamill said Skaggs declared, referring to the MLB draft. "And I will do whatever you tell me to do to become one."
The Angels, Skaggs's favorite team, took him in the first round and paid him a $1 million signing bonus.
Years later, during Kay's trial, prosecutors repeatedly stated that Kay was Skaggs's "only source" for powerful opioids. Previously unreported text messages show that Skaggs used and traded in various opioid pills going back to his early years in pro baseball.
In July 2012, Skaggs, who had been traded to the Arizona Diamondbacks, was assigned to the Class AAA Reno Aces when a teammate asked whether he wanted to "swap" pills, text messages show.
Skaggs responded that he could only hook up the teammate with one because he needed them for the team's next stop.
"OK I'll swap you out on my Roxicets," the teammate responded, the name for pills consisting of oxycodone and acetaminophen. Skaggs shared his hotel room number.
"Can I mix the green and the blue?" the teammate texted later.
"Yea of course," Skaggs responded. "U should be fine just don't drink alcohol."

Skaggs tipping his hat to fans as he exits his big league debut Aug. 22, 2012. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


Skaggs sometimes appeared to sell the pills, too. Around Christmas 2012, a college football player texted him: "Did you get those perks today[?]"
"Yeah but I only got 10," Skaggs responded.
After the football player offered to buy them, Skaggs gave him a price -- $10 each.
The next month, the football player wanted more but balked at Skaggs's price.
"How about I give you 1 for free see how you like it," Skaggs offered.
"I already take em everyday I no how they feel," the player responded.
"I feel these are a little different," Skaggs said before giving up on the sale.
Other messages showed Skaggs's persistence in seeking painkillers when his own supply ran dry, especially on days where he pitched.
Before a start in Texas, Skaggs's elbow and knee were bothering him. "Hurts like a mother f---er," he texted.
Skaggs wrote a friend on the opposing team. "I ran out of pain pills you know anyone with them," he texted. "Plus I'm pitching today f--- me.
"[J]ust need some pain killer nobody on your team does any[?]" Skaggs asked, adding: "otherwise my pitching today will be the worst you have ever seen."
The player promised to "do some investigating." A half-hour later, Skaggs nudged him: "Anything?"
Forty minutes after that: "Any word[?]"
One way or another, Skaggs avoided the poor outing he had feared. "Thanks for asking around for the pills bruh," Skaggs wrote that night, during which he pitched into the eighth inning with 10 strikeouts.
The opposing player responded by complimenting his outing: "Guys said s--- was nasty."
Skaggs was promoted days later and struck out nine batters in six innings.

Carli Skaggs, Tyler's widow, and Debbie Hetman, his mother, surrounded by memorabilia from his life in the home where he grew up, in Culver City, Calif. (Rick Loomis for The Washington Post)


LATE IN THE 2013 SEASON, when expanded rosters meant many prospects were called up, the Diamondbacks instead sent Skaggs, the team's top-ranked prospect, home. There, he confided in Ramos, his stepfather, that he had a problem.
They drove to the Little League field where Skaggs used to play, Ramos recalled, and Skaggs told him about the pressures of pro ball and playing through pain, with Percocet being "the helper that gets you through."
Skaggs's family has said that they believed he completely kicked opioids in the weeks after that conversation. His stepbrother, Garet Ramos, testified that Skaggs provided Ramos with blue pills, which Ramos then meted out to Skaggs to wean him off the drugs. "You have been there for me when I went thru my addiction," Skaggs later wrote his stepbrother.
And his widow, Carli, whom he started dating that year, said that Skaggs only vaguely described his former dependency on painkillers as a "one-time thing."
But the demands to pitch through injuries only got worse, records show.
Before the 2014 season, Skaggs was traded back to the Angels. He connected with Kay soon after, Skaggs's phone records show. And after bonding over a shared interest in marijuana, Kay says, they found themselves in that condo snorting pills.
Skaggs made the Angels' rotation but suffered an elbow injury that required Tommy John surgery. He was still rehabbing in April 2016 when he messaged his Tommy John surgeon, Neal ElAttrache, that his arm was "tight and inflamed."

Skaggs during a rough outing against the Toronto Blue Jays on Aug. 23, 2016, the year he returned following Tommy John surgery. (Tom Szczerbowski/Getty Images)


ElAttrache asked if the Angels' staff had performed an ultrasound-guided injection, a treatment for pain and inflammation. "Are they paying any attention to you?" ElAttrache wrote, adding: "Don't have a lot of comfort with whats going on there."
ElAttrache did not respond to requests for comment. The Angels declined to comment.
Later that season, Skaggs's agent, Hamill, railed against the Angels for diagnosing him with a shoulder impingement.
"These guys are trying to f--- us," Hamill wrote. Skaggs acknowledged that throwing "didn't feel the greatest."
Hamill responded: "You didnt tell them that though right[?]"
Those messages are among many, some of which The Post previously reported, in which Hamill urged Skaggs to pitch through pain. Hamill declined to comment.
Skaggs turned to a familiar salve.
In 2017, he messaged another Angels player, who was not among those named in the Kay case: "[A]nyway I can get one of those pain pills from you so I can take it during the game[?]"
"No problem man," the pitcher responded.
Skaggs thanked him with a kissy face emoji.

A photo of Eric Kay and Angels superstar Mike Trout is held by Kay's mother, Sandra, in her Orange, Calif. home. Sandra Kay's take on Skaggs's death is simple: "Tyler Skaggs killed Tyler Skaggs." (Rick Loomis for The Washington Post)


LIKE SKAGGS, ERIC KAY grew up in a Southern California family obsessed with sports.
His father, Rick, was a linebacker for the Los Angeles Rams. When Eric was born in 1974, then-UCLA football coach Dick Vermeil, a family friend, sent Eric's parents a "letter-of-intent" for them to sign, he wrote, "so I won't have any problem 17 years from today."
But a career in sports wasn't all Kay inherited.
Rick Kay suffered from addictions to amphetamines and painkillers developed during his career in pro football, Eric's mother, Sandra, said. When Eric graduated from high school, his grandfather wrote him a letter detailing a lineage of drug and alcohol abusers in his family.
"Please Eric, stay away from this stuff," the grandfather pleaded.
Kay started as an intern with the Angels in 1996. His father died in a car crash two years later, which Kay said began a battle with depression from which he found relief in opioids. Prescription records filed in court show that by at least 2009, one of Kay's sources for opioids was the Angels' team doctor.
Between 2009 and 2013, the records show, Craig Milhouse, who has been the Angels' physician for decades, prescribed Kay a total of 600 pills containing hydrocodone. For several months in 2012 and 2013, Kay's prescriptions from Milhouse equated to two 10-milligram pills a day.
The records do not state the medical reason given for the prescriptions. Kay said that he would approach Milhouse whenever he couldn't get pills otherwise, typically with a lie about back or tooth pain.
Milhouse and the Angels declined to comment, citing health privacy laws.
Kay told federal agents that he entered an outpatient drug treatment program for the first time in 2013 but later returned to using drugs. By then, Kay was communications director, a demanding role coordinating players' media needs. Members of a baseball staff work 14 hours a day, travel half the season and are sometimes treated like glorified butlers by players demanding dinner reservations, tee times and NBA tickets.
But Kay said there was none of that with Skaggs, whom he described as an approachable hometown star eager to do his part. On the surface, their relationship was mostly professional and friendly. Kay was commissioner of the Angels' fantasy football league. He named his team after an insult Skaggs lobbed at him during some league banter: "Pig T---," a crude reference to women's breasts and Kay's weight.
But after the episode at that Arizona condo, a new dynamic emerged between Kay and Skaggs.
Skaggs pointed at least five Angels players to Kay to obtain pills, later court testimony and records show. One of those pitchers, Blake Parker, told federal agents that Kay seemed reluctant but that "the guys kept getting on him and asking him to get pills," court records show.
"Tyler volunteered me to these guys, like, 'Hey, Eric's an addict; he always has pills,' which wasn't the case," Kay told The Post. "I didn't have a steady flow; that was part of the nightmare of the addiction."

Sandra Kay leafs through photos and other artifacts of son Eric's upbringing and life. Kay's addiction to opioids developed following the death of his NFL player father. (Rick Loomis for The Washington Post)


Kay said he made several failed attempts to get clean. Kay was prescribed Suboxone, a medication designed to treat opioid dependence, starting in 2015 and was on and off it for the next several years. But Skaggs didn't see Kay's struggle as a barrier to bugging him about pills, records show.
In July 2018, a period during which prescription records show Kay was on Suboxone, first baseman C.J. Cron messaged Skaggs, asking him to get as many "blues" from Kay as he could.
"Lol he is off them," Skaggs responded, adding: "text him."
"Nah I won't text him haha," Cron replied. (Cron declined to comment.)
In April 2019, Kay's drug abuse came to a head at Angel Stadium after he took too many pills. The Angels' traveling secretary, Tom Taylor, later testified that he observed Kay sweating profusely and offered to drive behind him home. Then he found Kay "dancing" in a pharmacy along the route.
Kay was ultimately hospitalized with an overdose doctors said could have easily killed him. A video reviewed by The Post shows a sweaty and twitchy Kay in a hospital bed, rambling incoherently.
What the Angels learned during that episode is in dispute and is central to the Skaggs family's insistence that the team was responsible for the pitcher's death.
Tim Mead, the Angels' vice president of communications, and Taylor arrived at the hospital, where Kay's mom and then-wife were tending to him. According to Kay's mom, Sandra, Mead viewed text messages showing drug dealers attempting to meet Kay at the stadium. Then, Sandra Kay said, she suggested that Mead look into Skaggs.

Sandra Kay knows that she may never see her son out of prison again. "I'm angry at the justice system," she said. "I'm angry at his attorneys that failed him." (Rick Loomis for The Washington Post)


In an affidavit prepared at the request of Angels lawyers, Sandra Kay later said she did "not know whether Tim heard me." But she told The Post she believed Mead heard her and just didn't respond.
"I said to myself: 'Tim already knows,'" Sandra Kay said. She said the affidavit appeared to be an "abbreviated" version of what she told the Angels.
Eric Kay also has claimed he warned the Angels about Skaggs's drug use. According to Drug Enforcement Administration interview reports, Kay told federal agents that he alerted Mead in 2017, calling Skaggs "a problem." Mead never followed up, Kay said. He also told the feds that during his overdose two years later, pills spilled out of his pocket and he told Taylor, "Those are for Tyler Skaggs."
Mead and Taylor declined to comment. In a statement, the Angels reiterated that the team "has stated from the beginning that prior to Tyler's tragic death, no one in management was aware, or informed, of any employee providing opioids to any player, nor that Tyler was using opioids."
Two weeks after Kay's overdose, Mead announced he was leaving the Angels for an executive position at the Baseball Hall of Fame, a job he has since resigned. Kay was in outpatient treatment when he learned he was now the most senior employee in his department.
After his overdose, Kay started a new round of Suboxone, prescription records show. Then he returned to work. A six-game trip to Texas that summer would be Kay's first time back on the road.

A crime scene photo of the hotel bed where Skaggs's body was found and the couch where prosecutors claimed Kay sat while he died, which Kay vehemently denies. (Southlake (Tex.) Police Dept.) 


ON JUNE 30, 2019, the last day of the homestand, Kay texted Skaggs, "Hoe many?"
"Just a few like 5," Skaggs responded.
After the game, the Angels flew to Texas, dressed in joke cowboy outfits for the trip. Skaggs played cards, drank and, on the team bus after they landed, hammed it up on a microphone.
After the team got to the hotel, Skaggs texted Kay his room number. "Come by," he wrote.
"K," Kay responded.
The next afternoon, Skaggs wasn't responding to texts or calls. An Angels security official opened the door to Skaggs's room. The first thing he saw was his cowboy boots hanging off the end of the bed.
Skaggs was facedown in a small puddle of blood that had poured from his nose on the otherwise neat bed. White powder residue was on a desk and an iPad, alongside a hollowed-out pen. And in Skaggs's backpack nearby, investigators found one blue pill marked "M/30" and five pink pills marked "K/56."
A laboratory test on one of the pink pills showed it was an authentic pharmaceutical pill containing oxycodone. The blue one was an illicit pill of the sort flooding into the United States from Mexico and elsewhere. It contained no active ingredient but fentanyl, which is 50 times more powerful than heroin.
With Skaggs's body on the way to the morgue, Kay shuffled along with the rest of the stunned Angels team and staff into a banquet room in the hotel lobby, where detectives waited to interview them.
Kay spoke softly, a police tape recorder barely picking up his voice, as Southlake, Tex., detectives asked him the same questions they had for everybody.
He had last seen Skaggs in the lobby when everybody got their hotel keys, Kay lied. And when police asked if he knew Skaggs to ever use drugs, he lied again: "Marijuana, yeah, I don't really, I don't know. Like anybody else, I'm sure."
Kay has since said he was still in PR mode, attempting to protect Skaggs, his longtime employer and, in the process, himself.

A pill bottle found in Skaggs's backpack at the scene of his death. The multi-colored pills are apparent anti-inflammatory capsules. The pink pills, marked "K/56," match oxycodone pills that pitcher Matt Harvey admitted to giving Skaggs. The blue pill contained only fentanyl. (Southlake Police Department) 



Skaggs's AirPods, adorned with his jersey number. (Southlake Police Department) 



Articles of Skaggs's Western-themed outfit, worn as a gag on the trip to Texas, found in his hotel room following his death. (Southlake Police Department) 



A hollowed-out pen, evidently used for snorting crushed-up pills, found in Skaggs's room. (Southlake Police Department) 



A key card, evidently used to crush pills, found in Skaggs's hotel room. (Southlake Police Department) 


In the weeks after Skaggs's death, records show, jostling for information began between the grieving family and the Angels organization, which found itself in the center of the investigation.
The team retained attorney John Cayce Jr., a former Texas judge, and he dropped a bombshell. Over breakfast with the Southlake police chief, a recorded conversation shows, he pointed investigators toward Kay, who had admitted to an Angels colleague that he visited Skaggs's hotel room the night he died.
Cayce then asked the lead detective to coordinate all interviews with Angels employees through him and insisted the team was confounded by the circumstances of Skaggs's death. "Tyler had no history of drug use," Cayce told the detective, according to a recording of their phone call. "Basically all the team management, all they knew was what was being reported in the newspapers."
Investigators quickly learned that Skaggs had been intoxicated when he died. An autopsy revealed that he had oxycodone and fentanyl in his system as well as a blood alcohol level of 0.122, more than 11/2 times the legal limit for driving.
What killed him was more complicated, Marc Krouse, the former Tarrant County deputy medical examiner who conducted the autopsy, told The Post.
Krouse said he had an unusual amount of interaction with the Skaggs family -- especially with his mother-in-law, Nina Miles, who Krouse said urged him to rule the death a homicide. "My impression is she was trying to protect her daughter. The poor girl was wrecked," Krouse said. Miles did not respond to requests for comment.
When Krouse's office released the autopsy report that August, he said, it did the family a favor by waiting until a Friday afternoon, when news readership is low.
He found that the death was accidental, with the cause being intoxication from both drugs and alcohol as well as Skaggs's lungs being filled with vomit. In interviews, Krouse said his finding from the beginning was that he could not with "scientific and medical honesty" say Skaggs would not have died if it weren't for the fentanyl. He added that the concentration of fentanyl, 3.8 nanograms per milliliter, was relatively small for a lethal case.
Independent experts who reviewed Skaggs's autopsy and toxicology findings at The Post's request were divided on whether they agreed with Krouse.
Ashraf Mozayani, a forensic toxicologist and professor at Texas Southern University, said that, like Krouse, she would not have found that Skaggs would have survived if it weren't for the fentanyl.

The entire Angels team wore No. 45 on their jersey to honor Skaggs during a game on July 12, 2019. (John McCoy/Getty Images)



Fans placed items in front of the stadium in a memorial to honor Tyler Skaggs before the Los Angeles Angels' game on July 12, 2019. (John McCoy/Getty Images)



Jack Flaherty of the St. Louis Cardinals honored Tyler Skaggs Game 3 of the National League Championship Series on Oct. 14, 2019. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


"Fentanyl is the strongest, very strong opioid compared with oxycodone -- that we know. But add the ethanol to that, it might be ethanol that was the cause of death," said Mozayani, using the medical term for alcohol. "You can't tell which one was it really -- not that easily."
Bruce A. Goldberger, a forensic toxicologist and professor at the University of Florida College of Medicine, said that the fentanyl concentration in Skaggs's system was "not very high" but that it was "notable" when combined with the other substances. Unlike Mozayani, Goldberger said that in his opinion there was "sufficient evidence" to support that Skaggs would not have died if it weren't for the fentanyl.
Peter Davidson, an associate professor in medicine at the University of California San Diego who has studied tens of thousands of overdoses, said that fentanyl could have been the "icing on the cake" in Skaggs's system but the amount he ingested "is not going to kill anyone who's not a small child or has ... some other major health issues going on." Davidson said that the amount of oxycodone, 38 nanograms per milliliter, and alcohol in Skaggs's system was "not anomalous" for a lethal overdose, even without the fentanyl.
An uncertain cause of death complicated a potential case against Kay, which would require prosecutors to prove a "but-for" cause, meaning Skaggs wouldn't have died but for the fentanyl.
Pitcher Matt Harvey, Skaggs's teammate, later admitted after being given legal immunity that a few days before the Texas road trip he gave Skaggs several pills marked "K56" containing oxycodone, which was what investigators found in his backpack and his toxicology report. (Harvey declined to comment.)
Investigators were under pressure. The Skaggs family hired a civil attorney, Houston-based Hardin, who has represented sports stars including the NFL's Deshaun Watson and MLB's Roger Clemens. And after the release of the autopsy findings, the family said in a statement that the presence of drugs in Skaggs's system was "completely out of character" and revealed for the first time that the investigation involved an unnamed Angels employee.
"We will not rest until we learn the truth about how Tyler came into possession of these narcotics, including who supplied them," the statement read.
In a phone call shortly afterward, Southlake detective Delaney Green told the mother-in-law, Miles, that the unexpected statement jeopardized the police's chances of interviewing Kay. She also complained about investigators from Hardin's office showing up at the police department seeking records.
"In a sense it has affected our investigation," Green said, according to a recording.
The case was at a crossroads, Green said, but law enforcement officials would soon "decide whether or not we can go forward."
"Decide to go forward!" Miles yelled. "Do it!"

Skaggs watches from the bench in the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers in Detroit on May 8, 2019, less than two months before his death. (Paul Sancya/AP)


In August 2020, federal prosecutors indicted Kay on charges of drug conspiracy and distribution of a controlled substance resulting in death. The latter count, enacted in the wake of the 1986 overdose death of NBA prospect Len Bias, carries a mandatory minimum prison sentence of 20 years upon conviction. Though records show prosecutors had the identity of the person they believe sold Kay the fentanyl pill, they have not been charged.
Leo Beletsky, a professor of law and health sciences at Northeastern University who has studied the prosecution of overdoses as homicides, said the purpose of such cases is "performative. ... They help policymakers, prosecutors, other folks, to signal to their constituents that they're doing something about the crisis while actually likely making it worse."
Prosecutors offered Kay a deal the following year. If he pleaded guilty, the government would agree to a sentence between seven and 10 years, according to notes summarizing the offer. Kay could be out of prison in five.
But Kay's attorney, California-based Michael Molfetta, said in a recorded conversation that if Kay decided "to plead to this horses--- deal, I will not go to Texas. I will not be party to it."
That would have left Kay to navigate sentencing with his secondary lawyer, William Reagan Wynn, who by the end of the case had gone absent, court testimony shows, and would later be suspended from the Texas bar because of misconduct in an unrelated matter. (Wynn did not respond to requests for comment.)
In an interview, Molfetta said he ultimately gave Kay a "great defense," regardless of the outcome. "I was warned by my friends: 'Don't go to Texas and try a case,'" Molfetta said. "I didn't listen."
During his meeting with Kay in which he advised him to turn down the deal, Molfetta insisted prosecutors had overplayed their hand.
"They played it stupid, and I plan on f---ing them for their stupidity," Molfetta said. "The only way you get convicted, son ... is if 12 f---ing Texans decide they are going to ignore their oath, ignore the law and f--- you. And why would they?"
Kay went to trial. Prosecutors introduced a sensational parade of big leaguers who testified that Kay gave them pills. And they sidestepped Krouse's unwillingness to isolate fentanyl as the substance responsible for Skaggs's death, calling two experts who did.
One, Richard Fries, was a Tarrant County deputy medical examiner who didn't work on Skaggs's autopsy. In an interview, Krouse, who has since been fired as part of an officewide scandal highlighting allegedly botched autopsies and false testimony, claimed Fries dissented from him because of office politics.
"The time for him to have brought that up was during the case review, not two years later," Krouse said of Fries believing fentanyl killed Skaggs. Fries and the Tarrant County Medical Examiner's Office did not respond to a request for comment.
The other expert, emergency medicine physician and medical toxicologist Stacey Hail, frequently testifies for the Department of Justice on "but-for" causes in overdose cases. Hail testified that her $700 hourly rate didn't affect her analysis.
In an interview, Hail said the amount of fentanyl detected in Skaggs's system "does not matter" because such levels are not reliable, and that Skaggs and his teammates were not taking enough oxycodone to overdose. "They were using oxycodone not because they were addicted to it [or] because they were getting high, but they were trying to take the edge off of their pain to play baseball," Hail said.
Molfetta didn't present in court the messages from Skaggs's phone shedding light on his drug use unrelated to Kay, and he recently downplayed the phone's evidentiary value. "Whatever was on Tyler Skaggs's phone, I knew this: Eric Kay was on there too," Molfetta said.
The jurors found Kay guilty. It took them less than an hour and a half.

Eric Kay and his sister Kelly outside the Texas court where he was convicted. "Every day that he's in there, we're losing him," Kelly said of her brother's imprisonment. (LM Otero/AP)


BEFORE LEAVING CALIFORNIA for Texas to stand trial two years ago, Kay hugged his youngest son, who was 11. He hasn't seen him since. Kay describes that hug as the most wrenching moment of his life other than the death of his father.
"Those three kids is all that's keeping me going and upright," Kay said of his sons, the oldest of whom is 24.
Kay spends his workdays now in front of a sewing machine making work gloves for a quarter an hour. His arms are covered in jailhouse tattoos: his dad's jersey number, his kids' birthdays in Roman numerals, the phrase "rescue me from me," a Smashing Pumpkins lyric.
He started to collect the ink once the realization set in that he will never regain his old life. That he still has any life at all, Kay believes, is thanks to Tyler Skaggs.
Kay checked into rehab following Skaggs's death and says he has remained sober with the help of Suboxone. "I'm an idiot, an absolute fool, if I can't look at that moment and grow from it," Kay said of Skaggs's death and what has unfolded since.

Tyler Skaggs's mother, Debbie Hetman, looks up to the sky after throwing out the first pitch before the Los Angeles Angels faced the Seattle Mariners on July 12, 2019. (John McCoy/Getty Images)


In November, an appellate court rejected Kay's argument that prosecutors didn't prove their case. Though he is planning further challenges, the odds of him overturning his conviction are long.
But he may have one upcoming reprieve from his prison routine.
The Skaggses's wrongful death suit against the Angels, filed in 2021, is finally scheduled to go to trial next year, and the Kays are, as Skaggs family attorney Hardin puts it, "potentially helpful witnesses." Hardin confirmed that his office recently contacted the Kays, asking if they would be willing to speak informally before depositions begin.
Hardin said that even though they could use the Kays' help, the Skaggs family and the Kays are "still on the opposite sides of this."
"They want the Angels to be found responsible for what happened, just like Kay is," Hardin said. "They're both responsible."
Jack Douglas contributed to this report.
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The Paris Olympics track is purple. Thank France's lavender fields.
The Paris Olympics track is designed to provide a "trampoline effect" to runners chasing world records.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-08-01

The new track at the Stade de France in Paris, photographed in May. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images)


Years from now, when photos and videos of a purple track are reshared online, Camille Yvinec hopes people will immediately think of the Paris Olympics.
Yvinec, the associate director of brand identity for the Summer Games, eschewed the typical brick red track for lavender lanes and dark violet service areas. She and other organizers decided to create the first purple track in the Olympics, a venue runners have expressed excitement to compete on when track-and-field events start Thursday.
"We tried to really make something iconic," Yvinec said.
The Washington Post spoke with Yvinec, the track's manufacturer and material experts about how the eye-catching venue at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, France, came together.
Organizers wanted to build an Olympic track like none that had ever been seen, Yvinec said. For decades, the event's tracks have been red -- a color that shields rubber from the damaging effects of ultraviolet rays from the sun -- including at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021.
The Olympic staff in Paris narrowed the color choice to three early last year: blue, green and purple. Each shade represented a landmark of France. Green is the color of the roof of the Palais Garnier, an opera house in Paris. Blue is the signature color of ceramics made by a popular French porcelain manufacturer, the Manufacture nationale de Sevres. Purple represents the thousands of acres of lavender fields in the South of France.
Blue tracks aren't uncommon in Europe, and a green track wouldn't contrast with the Stade de France's field, Yvinec said. They selected purple.
"The festival of the games is the city itself, the venues, the monuments and so on," Yvinec said. "We can add that with an unusual color for the track that could go well to create the visual signature and the footprint in people's hearts and minds."
The first time a red synthetic track wasn't used in the Olympics was believed to be in 2016, when the Games in Rio de Janeiro used a blue material. It was the backdrop of Jamaican star Usain Bolt's final Olympics and South African sprinter Wayde van Niekerk's world record time in the 400-meter dash.
There are a few purple tracks in North America that reflect their school's colors, including at Kansas State University, West Chester University in Pennsylvania and Western University in London, Ontario.

A gardener mows the pitch of the Stade de France in May. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images)


Mondo, an Italian flooring company that says it has manufactured every Olympics track since 1976, made the track by adding a violet pigment to the mix. The surface was made with rubber and polymers, materials that boost the track's durability and elasticity, said Maurizio Stroppiana, Mondo's vice president of sports.
In their Alba, Italy, factory, Mondo employees created the track in 1,168 pieces -- each shaped similarly to a yoga mat -- which they rolled up and shipped to Paris. Between March and June, employees and contractors worked nearly 24 hours per day to replace the stadium's previous blue track, Stroppiana said. While a typical high school track costs about $300,000, Stroppiana said, the Olympics track cost roughly $2 million, incorporating materials that help runners build momentum with each step.
"Our goal is to give to the athletes the best equipment that they can get," Stroppiana said.
Athletes praised the track Mondo made for the Tokyo Olympics, where three track-and-field world records were broken. British Virgin Islands hurdler Kyron McMaster told NPR in 2021 that he felt like his "legs were just turning over. It felt like no surface was there.
Stroppiana said the Paris track has an even more elastic surface that could protect athletes from injuries and give them a greater boost than in Tokyo. The track incorporates air cells designed to absorb the shock of a runner's step. Then, the cells expand to give athletes a small push. Jud Ready, a principal research engineer at Georgia Tech, said the track's materials create a "trampoline effect."
"As you begin to release your energy [into the track], it returns the energy to you," Ready said.
While some people might keep their eyes glued to the purple track, Stroppiana said he'll judge its performance by scanning the scoreboard.
"When I see personal bests showing, then I'm very, very satisfied," he said.
U.S. star Noah Lyles, who's vying for gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 meters and 4x100-meter relay, told The Post in January that the stadium and track were "made for me" because purple is his favorite color. Australian hurdler Michelle Jenneke said on TikTok that she "can't wait" to run on a purple track for the first time. Malaysian sprinter Azeem Fahmi told state media that competing on the purple track is "interesting, motivating, and exciting."
Other runners kept their compliments simple; U.S. hurdler Grant Holloway told Virginia-based TV station WAVY that he expects running on the track to be "dope."
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From bust to believer, Clelin Ferrell is confident he can help Commanders
Ferrell was the No. 4 overall pick in the 2019 NFL draft. He is determined to make a mark in Washington after a tough start to his career with the Raiders.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-07-31

Offseason signing Clelin Ferrell is trying to establish himself as a starter on the Commanders' defensive line. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Clelin Ferrell's body is a manuscript. He's covered in tattoos -- a collection that starts just under his neck, snakes down his torso and sketches inky sleeves on his arms and right leg.
His first tattoo best embodies his career. Ferrell has his favorite Bible verse, Matthew 17:20, along his right forearm. He knows it by heart.
"Truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move," the Washington Commanders defensive end recited, "and nothing will be impossible for you."
It's a constant reminder of the philosophy that has defined the latest stage of the 27-year-old's NFL journey. The Raiders drafted Ferrell No. 4 overall out of Clemson in 2019; he probably will never live up to that pedigree. But a one-year stop in San Francisco helped rebuild the Richmond native's confidence.
Entering his sixth NFL season and his first in Washington, he has carved out a new identity as a high-energy, rotational defensive end. So far at training camp, he has been one of the team's starters at a reshaped position.
"Belief is the most important thing, especially in this league," Ferrell said. "We all know we can play, but how much do you believe in yourself?"
After the 2021 season, Ferrell figured the Raiders might decline his fifth-year option. He felt he performed well but had not produced statistically. Through that point, he had finished with more than two sacks just once -- his rookie season in Oakland before the franchise moved to Las Vegas.
Before last season, he signed a one-year, $2.5 million contract with San Francisco, where defensive line coach Kris Kocurek has a reputation for reviving careers. Arik Armstead, Kerry Hyder Jr. and Samson Ebukam improved with the 49ers and parlayed their strong play into larger contracts elsewhere.
Ferrell, who tied his career high in pressures and was tied for third on the 49ers in tackles for loss last season, per TruMedia, followed suit and earned a raise in Washington, where he will make $3.75 million this season.
Asked about Kocurek's secret sauce, Ferrell didn't point to an on-field adjustment but rather the idea sketched on his arm.
"Belief," Ferrell said. "... A lot of coaches, they know how to teach technique, they know how to teach scheme. But it's different when a coach can instill belief in players. ... It's easy to have your confidence broken."

After a disappointing start to his career with the Raiders, Ferrell spent a year in San Francisco and parlayed it into a job in Washington. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Kocurek helped foster that belief, Ferrell said. He and assistant Darryl Tapp, now Washington's defensive line coach, helped Ferrell rediscover his potential. Ferrell also was exposed to the winning culture that powered the 49ers to four of the past five NFC championship games.
"You can think you're doing everything you can to be the best, and then you meet somebody that says, 'No, no, no, no, you got more in you,'" he said.
Ferrell never wanted to let down 49ers pass-rusher Nick Bosa because of a subpar work ethic, he explained. So he went out and earned the 2022 defensive player of the year's respect. And he won over Tapp and Commanders General Manager Adam Peters, who brought Ferrell with them from San Francisco.
Ferrell has quickly commanded respect from his new teammates, too.
"I love the way he works on and off the field," defensive tackle Jonathan Allen said. "... His mindset is top notch. I see a lot of the same things in a lot of the top guys that I've ever played with."
"That boy, he's one of those guys, he's high energy, high effort," defensive tackle Daron Payne said. "He's going to get after the quarterback."
Ferrell has become better at harnessing his effort. It's one of the main lessons he took from veterans: Don't confuse activity with accomplishment. Don't just run hard at practice; focus on technique and merge intentionality with effort.
Ferrell has honed his routine to make sure he's healthy for the season. He has played at least 16 games in each of the past three seasons. He wants to earn third-down pass rush snaps with Washington to showcase his talent.
"I feel like I haven't even scratched the surface," he said. "... There's so much more I have to give, and I ain't getting no younger."
Ferrell plans to debut a black visor in games, a mask hiding his gaze and intentions. At training camp, he has worn a cropped jersey that shows off his impressive 6-foot-4, 265-pound physique.
"I know that [stuff] ... look cool, it look fire, huh?" he said. "... And the muscles, I know, I know, I don't need shoulder pads. I work hard now. I work hard."
That hard work, it seems, begets belief.

At age 27, Ferrell hopes his career can truly begin to take off. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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Why are humans such good distance runners? Science offers an answer. 
At Paris Olympics, abundant sweat glands, little body hair, arched soles and spring-like Achilles tendons prime endurance runners to excel.
By Joel Achenbach | 2024-08-01

Runners race through the course during the 2024 U.S. Olympic Team Trials - Marathon on Feb. 3, 2024 in Orlando (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images)


The track and field events at the Paris Olympics start Thursday, and in the coming days some very fast people -- blazingly, blindingly, thrillingly fast -- are going to be vying for gold.
Anyone who has watched Olympic-class sprinters can only marvel at their explosive speed out of the blocks, their ability to find an extra gear and attain velocities that most of us can achieve only with the assistance of an internal combustion engine. Usain Bolt, the world record holder in the 100 meters, briefly hit a top speed of 27.33 mph in a 2011 race in Belgium.
But here's what scientists will tell you: Humans are actually kind of slow compared to many animals.
What humans are remarkably good at, however, is "endurance running." As in, the marathon.
Scientists over the past four decades have debated why humans are so well put together for running long distances. One idea continues to drive the conversation: the "endurance pursuit hypothesis."
The gist of the idea is that the physiological features that enable long-distance running are evolutionary adaptations that increased the ability of our prehistoric ancestors to pursue animals and overtake them when the animals became exhausted. Yes, a deer can sprint faster than a person, but tuckers out relatively quickly. A fit human being can overtake a deer over long distances.
The latest boost to the hypothesis emerged in May with the publication of a study in the journal Nature Human Behaviour. The authors claim two new lines of evidence that support the endurance pursuit idea.
First, their calculations suggest that it is energetically efficient to run rather than walk long distances in pursuit of game. Then they tackled one of the key objections to the hypothesis: The scarce evidence that people in hunter-gatherer societies actually did this kind of endurance pursuit. The researchers spent years digging through historical archives, including accounts as early as the 1500s, and found abundant accounts of the practice. The authors compiled a database of nearly 400 examples in 272 locations across the planet.
The invention and widespread dispersal of rifles, starting in the 1800s, probably suppressed this form of hunting, said Eugene Morin, an anthropologist at Trent University in Canada and a co-author of the new report.
We have physical features that are unusual or unknown in the rest of the animal kingdom, including abundant sweat glands, relatively little body hair, arched soles and springlike Achilles tendons. We have an abundance of slow-twitch fibers that are efficient for endurance pursuits. (Fast-twitch muscles are better for sprinting.)
The debate is hardly settled. What's not firmly established is whether these anatomical features emerged through natural selection to enhance the ability to run long distances. They may also have aided walking, said Nicholas Holowka, a biological anthropologist at the University of Buffalo and expert on the evolution of bipedalism.
The challenge is "finding anatomical features that are clearly advantageous for running but don't in some way also enhance walking," said Holowka, who was not involved in the new research.
The new research drew praise from Daniel Lieberman, a Harvard professor of human evolutionary biology who is a leading proponent of the endurance pursuit hypothesis. He points out that a horse can run three times as fast as the fastest human but a human can beat horses in a marathon -- something he's done himself.
"The problem is those animals run out of gas," Lieberman said.
Among the many adaptations in humans is a large butt. The gluteus maximus muscle fires when we run and it stabilizes our body and keeps us from falling on our face, Lieberman said.
And then there's the great gift of perspiration.
Humans are unusually adept at dissipating heat through sweat glands all over the body. The lack of body hair (relative to other mammals) or fur makes it easier for sweat to evaporate. Our ancestors may have hunted during the heat of the day, when prey animals were most prone to heat exhaustion, and when many of the most dangerous animals, like the big cats, were chilling in the shade.
"A marathon runner can sweat up to about 4 liters per hour. That's a lot," Morin said. "We have a naked skin, which is unusual for mammals."
A dog, Lieberman points out, can only cool by panting.
"We are the world's champion sweaters," Lieberman said. "By having sweat glands all over our bodies and by losing fur, we have essentially transformed our entire bodies into tongues."
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Leon Marchand becomes prince of the Paris pool after historic double gold
By winning 200-meter golds in the butterfly and breaststroke, French swimmer cements his status as the king of these Summer Games.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-08-01

France's Leon Marchand celebrates after winning the 200-meter breaststroke, his second gold medal of the night. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


NANTERRE, France -- All that was required of Leon Marchand to fulfill the mission he set out Wednesday night was to pull off a pair of victories in two disparate strokes no swimmer had ever conquered in the same Olympics, survive a 110-minute gap between swims without cramping up or cooling down, vanquish one seemingly unbeatable world record holder and one imposing Olympic record holder -- and do it all in a stadium, Paris La Defense Arena, where the vast majority in attendance had come to see their hero prevail twice and would have been devastated by anything less.
It was aggressive. It was audacious. It was unprecedented. It was the kind of thing only a 22-year-old kid with preternatural talent and a willingness to chase a singular type of greatness would even try. In a sense, it was madness. And in the end, it was spectacular.
Anyone who witnessed Marchand's historic 200-meter butterfly/200-meter breaststroke at the Paris Olympics will be left with one final sound ringing in their heads, for the rest of this night if not an eternity: the deafening, rhythmic, sing-shouted chant that accompanied each bob of his head as he took it home in the breaststroke -- "Allez! Allez! Allez!"
When it was over, his eighth and final length of the pool, Marchand, the new prince of France, sat on the lane line as if he had conquered the world -- which he had, in a sense. He slapped the water in triumph, fell back into the adjacent lane, pulled himself out of the pool, looked around in satisfied triumph and thrust both arms in the air.
"It will take a while for me to realize" the magnitude of the moment, Marchand said. Asked at what point he began to believe this was possible, he said, "I knew it was possible to finish those races, maybe not win them."
The barest facts don't do justice to the immenseness of Marchand's night, but here they are: He won the 200 fly in 1 minute 51.21 seconds, then won the 200 breast in 2:05.85, both of them Olympic records. The victories give him three gold medals in these Olympics -- the other came Sunday night in the 400-meter individual medley -- with one more individual event to go. He will return to Paris La Defense Arena on Thursday morning for the preliminary heats of the 200 IM, the final for which is Friday night.
But the further you zoom out from the granular details, the more astounding it becomes. Not only had no swimmer in history won those two events at the same Olympics -- no swimmer had even won butterfly and breaststroke races of any length in the same Olympics. Of the few who have even attempted it, American Mary Sears came closest, earning bronze in the 100 fly and finishing seventh in the 200 breast in 1956.
Zoom out further. No swimmer in the past 48 years had won two individual Olympic gold medals on the same night. Not Michael Phelps, who pulled off many individual/relay doubles but never double golds in individual events. Not Ryan Lochte, who twice earned two medals in individual events on the same night (2008, 2012) but never two golds.
The last to do it was East Germany's Kornelia Ender, who won the 200 free and 100 fly on July 22, 1976, in Montreal. (Although it was later revealed that East German officials had systematically administered steroids to their swimmers -- including Ender, who has maintained she did not know what she was being given -- their records have been allowed to stand.)
Here's how long it had been since a male swimmer won two individual Olympic golds on the same day: That swimmer, Australia's Frederick Lane, according to Olympedia.org, swam his races in the Seine, and the second of them was a race -- the 200-meter obstacle course, in which swimmers were made to go over and under various poles and boats -- that never made another appearance on the Olympic program. The year was 1900.
The original Olympic swimming schedule for Paris 2024 had the 200 breast and the 200 fly as back-to-back events -- which organizers believed to be logical because no one had ever heard of someone swimming both of those disparate events at the same international meet.
But as Marchand and his coach, Bob Bowman, began zeroing in on that precise double, they realized they had a problem with the timing. So the French swimming federation lobbied the sport's international governing body, World Aquatics, for a schedule change, and it was granted -- resulting in the placement of those two events at the opposite ends of Wednesday night's program.

Marchand's feat was something even his coach wasn't certain was possible. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Up until a few days ago, Bowman was not even sure he wanted Marchand to attempt such a grueling and head-spinning double, figuring it might be more prudent to scratch one of them -- probably the fly -- in the name of optimizing Marchand's chances in the other.
"But he was pretty confident," said Bowman, who also coached Phelps to his record 23 Olympic golds. "He knew more than me."
Still, to pull off the historic feat would require swimming's version of the triple-double: Marchand would have to swim the fly/breast double at three different sessions in the span of about 32 hours -- in morning prelims Tuesday, in semifinals Tuesday night and again in the finals Wednesday night.
"I've done way more difficult [doubles] in NCAAs," said Marchand, who swam collegiately at Arizona State and frequently swam individual breaststroke, butterfly and freestyle events, sometimes on the same day.
His confidence seemed to grow with each swim here. And on Wednesday night, when Marchand came from behind on the final 50 meters to take down Hungarian star Kristof Milak in the 200 fly, he punctuated it with a raised index finger: one down, one to go.
Marchand had trailed Milak by more than half a second at the halfway point of the fly, but he unleashed a furious turn and underwater kick at the 150-meter wall and caught his rival down the stretch to claim his second gold -- as well as move past Phelps into the No. 2 position all-time, behind only Milak. Ilya Kharun took bronze in 1:52.80, earning Canada its first Olympic medal by a male swimmer since 2012.
"I could hear the whole pool going crazy," Marchand said of the final 50. "I think that's why I was able to win: I really used that energy from the crowd."
From the time Marchand pulled himself out of the pool at the end of the fly to the time he was back on the starting blocks for the final of the breaststroke was roughly 1 hour 50 minutes, during which time he would try to rehydrate, reduce the lactic acid in his system through deep breathing and keep his muscles loose through gentle stretching exercises.
Oh, right -- he also had to appear on the top step of the medal stand, which he did to roaring applause, and lead the stadium in another stirring, full-throated rendition of "La Marseillaise." He did, however, skip the victory lap around the stadium afterward, choosing to duck out through a side door and return to his race-recovery program.

"I could hear the whole pool going crazy," Marchand said. "I think that's why I was able to win: I really used that energy from the crowd." (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In the breaststroke, he never trailed, beating defending champ Zac Stubblety-Cook of Australia by almost a full second and bronze medalist Caspar Corbeau of the Netherlands by more than two. The whole nearly two-minute affair was accompanied by the rhythmic "Allez!" chant, which even the swimmers whose heads were beneath the surface could feel pulsing through their swim caps.
"It didn't feel like a swim meet," Stubblety-Cook said. "It felt like a rugby match."
Marchand -- born in Toulouse, developed in Tempe, crowned in Paris -- now has stamped himself as the most fascinating swimmer of his generation, if not the most flat-out talented. He has really been an international force for just two years, but already it is clear there is no one else like him.
And maybe there has never been anyone like him, with his unique set of skills and strokes and substance. It would appear there is almost nothing in the sport he can't do, though until proved otherwise, one must assume the 200-meter obstacle course would give him a world of trouble.
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MacKenzie Gore's baby steps can't keep the Nats from getting swept
Gore, a key part of the Nationals rebuild, showed flashes, even pitching without his best stuff.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-08-01

Nationals Manager Dave Martinez, right, comes out to get starter MacKenzie Gore in the sixth inning of Wednesday's 5-4 loss at Arizona. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


PHOENIX -- MacKenzie Gore saw the ball roll past the glove of second baseman Luis Garcia Jr. and knew it would be trouble. He bent his knees and leaned back as Arizona's Randal Grichuk motored to a sixth-inning double, putting runners on second and third.
The Washington Nationals were hoping to avoid a sweep by the Diamondbacks on Wednesday afternoon at Chase Field and, in a tie game, the double was a problem. What transpired next, at just a fraction of the velocity of Grichuk's hit (101.8 mph), ended Gore's afternoon and paved the way for that sweep.
Gore got Pavin Smith to hit a slow roller -- clocked at 30.8 mph -- down the first base line. Juan Yepez had no play at home. Arizona led, and Gore's start was over. By the time the inning ended, three more runs had scored. Washington's late rally fell short in a 5-4 loss.
Gore battled through 51/3 innings, efficiently navigating through an Arizona lineup despite not having his best arsenal. His velocity was down and the shape of his pitches was not as sharp as usual, but he minimized the damage in tight situations -- until the sixth inning.
"It was a step forward," Gore said. "Hopefully, we'll have a little bigger step forward next time out, but we'll take of what we need to take care of these next four or five days and get ready to roll."
Jacob Barnes relieved Gore and allowed three more runs to score, making it 5-1. Washington fought back with an RBI single in the eighth from Garcia. In the ninth, CJ Abrams added an RBI double and scored on a passed ball. But the game ended when Riley Adams grounded out with the bases loaded.
Gore entered Wednesday's start with an opportunity to turn the page on what had been a poor month for the left-hander. He had posted an 8.27 ERA in five starts, his efforts often foiled by one bad inning.
He limited the damage Wednesday despite throwing just 13 first-pitch strikes in 24 at-bats. The Diamondbacks fouled off 2o pitches, an issue that continues to limit Gore's ability to pitch deep into games.
But after each dismal July start, Gore talked with a sense of urgency about figuring out how to be better sooner rather than later. Wednesday's outing against the Diamondbacks (58-51) wasn't perfect, but it could serve as a jumping-off point.
Gore threw an efficient 12 pitches in the first inning and 13 in the second. When danger loomed -- such as when he allowed a two-out triple to Jake McCarthy in the third and then allowed him to score on a wild pitch -- he settled down. Grichuk followed that triple with a double, but Gore struck out Eugenio Suarez to escape the inning.
"We can build off that," Manager Dave Martinez said. "Hopefully, he'll finish the season up strong. I'm proud of him because he went through a lot this past month. He came out today to a very good hitting team -- they've been swinging the bat very well -- and he pitched well."
The next two months could be critical for the Nationals (49-60). They hopes their young pitchers can find their form to give the front office an indication of what it has going into the next phase of the rebuild. Gore is central to that effort.
Martinez has reiterated that the only way the Nationals will contend in the future is if their young starters learn how to pitch through the summer grind and be ready for October. That includes Gore, the presumptive ace of this group.
"The only way that happens is [if I play] to what I'm capable of, what we're capable of," Gore said. "We are better than we were. But there's still a lot of things we need to work on. We have to take advantage of these last two months as a group, come together and get some momentum going coming into August."
Note: Catcher Keibert Ruiz was hit in the groin with a pitch in the fourth inning, stayed in the game after being attended to by Martinez and a team trainer, but exited in the fifth. Adams replaced him. Martinez said after the game that he was concerned but the injury isn't as painful as what Ruiz experienced in 2022, when his season was cut short in mid-September because of a testicular contusion.
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U.S. men shake up starting lineup, shut down South Sudan in Group C win
Jayson Tatum and Anthony Davis get starting roles, replacing Jrue Holiday and Joel Embiid.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-31

Jayson Tatum and Anthony Davis moved into the starting lineup for the U.S. men's basketball team in its win over South Sudan. (Gregory Shamus/Getty Images)


VILLENEUVE-D'ASCQ, France -- Sequels rarely live up to the originals, and the U.S. men's basketball team had no intention of enduring another nail-biter against South Sudan.
Nine days after the Americans needed a game-winning drive from LeBron James in the closing seconds to eke out a one-point thriller over South Sudan in a London exhibition, they made two changes to their starting lineup and cranked up the intensity to cruise to a 103-86 blowout victory Wednesday in their second group stage game of the Paris Olympics. The United States improved to 2-0 in Group C with the one-sided result, thereby clinching a spot in the quarterfinals, which begin Tuesday in Paris. Through two games, the Americans' plus-43 point differential is tops in the 12-team field.
Even before tip-off, the Americans seemed intent to put on a show for the 27,000 fans at Stade Pierre-Mauroy. James raced out of the locker room to treat the crowd to a full-court running dunk and was joined by Anthony Edwards and Kevin Durant in an impromptu dunk contest as game time approached.
During their opening win against Serbia on Sunday, the Americans had to overcome boisterous support for their rivals. The crowd, which was fully in their favor this time, broke into the wave early in the fourth quarter. One fan wearing Stephen Curry's Golden State Warriors jersey held up a sign saying that he "traveled 7,600 miles alone" for the chance to see James and Curry in person.
The Americans' magnetism was matched by their early energy, as their new-look starting lineup got out to a 6-0 lead and took a 55-36 advantage into halftime. Coach Steve Kerr started with James, Curry, Devin Booker, Jayson Tatum and Anthony Davis; Tatum, who didn't play against Serbia, stepped in for Jrue Holiday, while Davis replaced Joel Embiid, who had started at center throughout the summer. Kevin Durant, who didn't play in the Americans' five exhibition games, came off the bench for the second time in the Olympics.
Thanks to the lineup changes, the Americans fielded a more versatile group that was better suited to matching up with the South Sudanese, whose athleticism and outside shooting posed problems last time. Kerr deployed Embiid in a bigger and more traditional front line to match up with Serbia center Nikola Jokic on Sunday.
"With the amount of talent, IQ and skill in the States, we can mix and match like that," Durant said. "Last game, we had a champion and an all-NBA guy not play any minutes, and tonight we had an MVP not play any minutes. They didn't complain. We had guys who stepped up and filled those roles perfectly. Defensively, our intensity was there. Coach mixed it up with starting [Davis], who can switch out on a lot of stuff because [South Sudan] is a smaller team. It's good to have a versatile team."

South Sudan's Carlik Jones couldn't find much room between Derrick White and Bam Adebayo in the U.S. men's basketball team's  win on Wednesday. (Mark J. Terrill/AP)


While Kerr said earlier this week that it was difficult to play more than 10 players during the Olympics' 40-minute games, Embiid was the only member of the 12-man roster who didn't take the court. The coach, who is guiding his first Olympic run, said he understood there would be significant social media attention when high-profile stars such as Tatum and Embiid are left out of the rotation.
But Kerr repeatedly asserted that his players were willing to sacrifice their individual roles in pursuit of the program's fifth straight gold medal. To that point, five Americans finished in double figures, including Durant with 14 points and James with 12.
"[South Sudan] is the fastest team in the tournament we're going to play," Kerr said. "We wanted to match up. They made 14 threes against us in London. The whole game today was going to be about switching and staying in front of people. ... That's why Joel wasn't in the lineup. We just wanted to make sure we matched up with the smaller, quicker team and all their three-point shooting."
Kerr said he will return to his original starting lineup of James, Curry, Holiday, Booker and Embiid when the United States completes group play against Puerto Rico on Saturday. Embiid, who struggled against Serbia, egged on fans who booed him when he took the court for warmups and hyped up the American starters as they took the court. The 2023 NBA MVP has felt the wrath of the French crowds because he decided to join USA Basketball rather than play for France or Cameroon, where he also holds citizenship.
"We need to give these guys more credit," Kerr said of his players. "They're pros and committed to each other. Every game is going to be a little different. I don't read social media. I would hope our guys aren't paying too much attention to that. That's a regular season thing where the soap opera can carry the ratings. Here, it's just win a damn gold medal. Every opponent is different. We have options for everything. The beauty of the Olympics is that none of that crap matters. I know everyone's going to write about it, but none of that crap matters."
Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo took full advantage within Kerr's new big man rotation, scoring 14 of his team-high 18 points in the first half. Davis finished with eight points and seven rebounds after tweaking his right ankle, but he delivered the exclamation point by turning a feed from James into a driving dunk midway through the fourth quarter. The Los Angeles Lakers center said he was "100 percent" after getting tangled up with South Sudan's Wenyen Gabriel.
Despite the defeat and a lack of current NBA players on its roster, South Sudan has acquitted itself well in its first Olympics appearance thanks to its trapping defense and a perimeter-oriented attack.
South Sudan put together an 8-0 run shortly after halftime to briefly make the Americans sweat, and Nuni Omot made 3 of 5 three-point attempts as he tallied a game-high 24 points. But the Americans' defense held the South Sudanese offense in check down the stretch.
"Our defensive intensity [was different] when we started the game," James said. "Even though [South Sudan] got back into the game -- they're a pretty good team -- we were able to get stops when needed. They're well-coached, and they play hard."
The Americans will close Group C play against Puerto Rico (0-2) on Saturday. Serbia (1-1), which rode Jokic to a 107-66 blowout of Puerto Rico earlier Wednesday, will face South Sudan (1-1) on Saturday, with both teams still hoping to advance to the quarterfinals.
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Paris Olympics 2024 live updates: Katie Ledecky and U.S. women's basketball back in action on Day 6
Follow here for the latest news, updates, results and highlights from the Paris Summer Olympics.
By Washington Post staff, Matt Bonesteel, Candace Buckner, Scott Allen, Cindy  Boren, Adam Kilgore, Toni Sandys, Jessica Koscielniak, Dave Sheinin, Ben Golliver, Rick Maese, Des Bieler, Courtney Beesch, Brianna Schroer, Aadit Tambe | 2024-08-01
PARIS -- The 2024 Summer Olympics roll on Thursday with another busy schedule, which began bright and early with the start of the track and field program. Medals were awarded in the men's and women's 20-kilometer race walk. The U.S. men's four rowing team won gold this morning, returning to the podium in the sport for the first time in eight years. Later, women's gymnastics will take center stage in the all-around final; more medals will be awarded at the pool; and the U.S. women's basketball team, which had no issues in its opener, will take on Belgium. Follow along for live updates and highlights from the Summer Games in Paris.
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I found true love in Paris. Its name is team handball.
Discovering an unfamiliar sport, and a whole new world, at the Paris Olympics.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-08-01

Kelly Dulfer, of the Netherlands, is challenged by Brazil defenders during a team handball match Thursday. (Aaron Favila/AP)


PARIS -- After almost two weeks at the Paris Olympics, I'm convinced that handball is the greatest sport ever invented.
It's like '80s-style NBA hoops played inside a rave. The most action you can possibly imagine squeezed into a 60-minute match. The best players might look like graceful ballerinas while flying in to score goals. But they better watch out, if they're not careful, they could get thwacked in the throat. It's like cardio mixed with combat sports. Like soccer -- if I actually thought soccer was fun.
I don't have the patience for nil-nil after 90 minutes. I need action. Not because my simple Midwestern brain can be entertained only by fast moving things. But because I demand to see fire from competitive athletes, and contagious fits of passion throughout the spectator stands. Handball has all of that. As well as public address announcers posing as David Gueta wannabes!
Before you dismiss this as one of those stories of an American yokel "discovering" a thing that's already beloved around the globe, just realize that too many of us stateside have been living in handball darkness. We might think we'd own this sport if we played it -- that discussion pops up almost every Olympics. But how can we dominate handball, if we barely pay attention to it? Silly us. We could learn something from the rest of the world.
Through the preliminary rounds of the Olympics, there are men's and women's teams spanning from South America, to North Africa, to East Asia and Scandinavia. Their fan bases travel, too, carrying their flags, chanting their chants and livening up a convention center that's been repurposed into an intimate arena. While still getting my bearings at the Olympics, I caught a glimpse of this magic on television -- unsure why the Norwegian and Angolan women were trying to maim one another. I just had to check it out.
And there, in a south Paris neighborhood, I found my happy place.

France's Melvyn Richardson attempts to score past Egypt's Ibrahim Elmasry during a preliminary round match. (Aris Messinis/AFP/Getty Images)


The sport looks like some game we might have made up by kids during recess -- that is, until the crybaby of the class can't handle the physicality and goes to tell the teacher. Mere minutes into the July 28 women's match between Brazil and Hungary, I realized this sport is not for wimps.
"They play on Taraflex. I mean, what was it like when they played on hardwood?" Mike Mobley mused.
Mobley works in the University of Georgia sports department, but ever since the Rio Olympics, he has moonlighted as the liaison manager for Olympic Broadcasting Services at the handball venues. With his background in basketball, Mobley helped me understand the similar concepts: There's a big player in the middle; offenses try to draw the defense in, then kick it to the wing for scoring chances.
Other than that, I still didn't get the rules. But as I understand them: Players run up and down the court, and can dribble the palm-sized ball only when they feel like it. (Actually, it's after every third step.)
They use some kind of Spider-Man sticky stuff to be able to catch the ball, curl it in their hand, then launch heaters at the goalie's head. (It's just resin, and they're aiming for a goal that's three meters wide and two meters high.)
And also, defenders can straight up throw hands on any attacker trying to score. (No, not really. Too much contact will warrant a two-minute suspension for a player).
You can't hurt your opponent, but you can drag, push, strike, tug and accidentally choke them. In soccer, a player will flop if he's breathed on the wrong way. In handball, I watched a 6-foot woman patrolling the heart of Hungary's defense horse-collar someone, lift her from the ground and pretty much take her lunch money.

Norway's goalkeeper Katrine Lunde is competing in her fifth Olympics. (Damien Meyer/AFP/Getty Images)


Even when the game is free-flowing, it's still physical. In the men's match between France and Egypt, Dika Mem, the French's best attacker, sped down for a one-man fast break and blasted a 108 km/h shot past goalkeeper Mohammed Aly. The role of protecting the net seems like it should come with its own life insurance policy, but 44-year-old Norwegian keeper Katrine Lunde is playing in her fifth Olympics and isn't backing down. After she stopped 11 of 20 shots in a win against South Korea, I asked Lunde to help me convert American masses.
"Us girls, we are smiling a lot. We are cheering for each other," Lunde pitched, "and it's also kind of brutal. So you have a good mix."
Fans soak up the physicality. During their countries' match, the Brazilian and Hungarian fans squished together on the grandstands, provided a constant wave of song and celebration. When "Seven Nation Army" blared through the arena, they started stomping their feet. The guy whose job was supposed to be just announcing the goals, turned into a DJ, screaming into the microphone to "Clap! Clap! Clap!" This crowd even made the wave look cool.
Then, just after Hungary won it on a buzzer-beating goal, I couldn't hear my own thoughts over the noise from the its fans. A man in a Hungary Handball Ultras shirt bounced up and down with his arms lifted. A woman named Nikoleta stood among her neighbors, weeping.
"I'm so happy! It's beautiful," she told me.
While most eyes have followed gymnastics, or swimming, or the USA men's basketball team so far during these Olympics, I've been tucked inside this distant arena falling in love with handball. Some days, commuting more than 50 minutes just to take in my new favorite sport -- even if Mobley might be the only one in there able to understand my Stetson Bennett takes. The second time I showed up, Mobley searched me out because he heard a Yankee was in the mixed zone.
"Put it this way," he said. "I approached you because I haven't seen a whole lot of American media here."
For shame! Americans, with our misguided confidence that we can crush any sport, should be handball's biggest fans. But for me, I truly took to this game because it is so foreign.
In this country where I can't speak the language, and in this arena where I don't know what's happening all the time, I feel like I've packed only a paper cone cup to drink from this fire hydrant called the Olympics. It's frustrating sometimes, even alarming, but I'm loving it.
This sport is the life lesson that's reminding me how the world is bigger than my borders. And that it's okay to feel small while learning something new. Most importantly, handball teaches me that when a problem arises, trying to attack down the middle -- always use the horse-collar.
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NBC uses monitors to track the heart rates of nervous Olympic parents 
Heart rates can spike among spectators during Olympic competition, particularly among anxious family members of young athletes.
By Gretchen Reynolds | 2024-08-01

U.S. gymnast Hezly Rivera competes on the uneven bars Sunday in Paris. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Getting uniquely up close and personal, NBC on Sunday broadcast data from a heart-rate monitor strapped to Henry Rivera, father of 16-year-old American gymnast Hezly Rivera, during her uneven-bars routine at the women's gymnastics qualifying event.
The network, which aired NASCAR drivers' heart rates last year as they zoomed around the track, is expected to cut in with other parents' heart rates during upcoming events.
What will the readouts show? "When the body is scared or nervous, it prepares for actions with a number of things, and a rise in heart rate is one," said Jamie Burr, a cardiac physiologist at the University of Guelph in Canada.
Typically, if someone's sitting down, as spectators usually are at Olympics events, heart rates range from around 60 to 100 beats per minute. But that number swings wildly at emotional moments, although not always skyward.
"During joy and happiness, some studies report lower heart rates," said Bas van Hooren, a postdoctoral researcher in movement studies at Maastricht University in the Netherlands. "Higher heart rates are typical when people feel nervous and anxious."
Henry Rivera's heart raced as he watched his daughter place 13th on the bars, topping out at an impressive 164 beats per minute, about where it would be if he were madly sprinting somewhere.
NBC producers haven't confirmed when or if they'll show additional parental heart rates at the Paris Games. But the data has undeniable emotional resonance.
"I did this at my brother's wedding," Burr said. He strapped a heart rate monitor to the groom, tracking on his own data receiver as his brother watched his intended walk toward him. The groom's heart rate spiked almost "to max," Burr said.
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Commanders training camp tracker: This year is different, players swear
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Varun Shankar | 2024-08-01
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-01
PARIS OLYMPICS
NFL PRESEASON
8 p.m. Hall of Fame Game: Houston vs. Chicago >>> WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2), ESPN, WJFK (106.7 FM)
MLB
6:30 p.m. Baltimore at Cleveland >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
8 p.m. St. Louis at Chicago Cubs >>> MLB Network
GOLF
4 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Utah Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. LPGA Tour: Portland Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
8 p.m. NWSL Summer Cup, group stage: Tigres UANL at Kansas City >>> CBS Sports Network
9 p.m. Leagues Cup, West Group: Toluca at Chicago >>> Fox Sports 1
10 p.m. NWSL Summer Cup, group stage: San Diego at Angel City >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: DC Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
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Stunning photo of Olympic surfer's mid-air celebration goes viral 
The photographer who expertly caught Gabriel Medina's striking moment in Tahiti said his familiarity with the Brazilian star had him "prepared" for what happened right after a record-setting ride.
By Des Bieler | 2024-08-01

"I never thought it was possible that this shot would be so much appreciated," photographer Jerome Brouilet said of his image of Gabriel Medina, "but I can understand why." (Jerome Brouillet/AFP/Getty Images)


The Paris Olympics have already given us a ton of terrific imagery, but the award for most viral photo thus far has to go to a stunning shot taken almost 10,000 miles away in Tahiti.
That is where the surfing portion of the Summer Games is being staged, and on Monday, the famous waves of Teahupo'o gave Gabriel Medina a ride to remember. The Brazilian star made the most of the moment -- as did a photographer who caught Medina in a remarkable pose of celebration.
The image, captured by Jerome Brouillet for Agence France-Presse, showed Medina and his tethered board appearing to perform parallel levitations above the South Pacific Ocean. Rather than a scene of serenity, however, the photo told a striking tale of the Olympics' competitive spirit, given that Medina was using his right arm and raised index finger to make a "No. 1" gesture while in midair.
The 30-year-old Medina, a three-time World Surf League champion, had good reason to proclaim his primacy. He had expertly dropped into a barrel and emerged on the other side not just with aplomb, but with all his fingers raised in a signal to judges to award him a perfect 10. Some did just that, and Medina came away with a score of 9.90 that marked a new Olympic record for a single wave run.
Medina then rode up the wave and kicked out the back of it in triumphant style. Having photographed the Brazilian star in similar poses a number of times in the past, Brouillet was ready.
"I was not surprised about that, I was prepared," the 39-year-old photographer, who has been shooting surfing and other sports for most of a decade, said in a phone interview Monday evening. "I and the other photographers on the boat were supposing he was going to make a kick-out, and that's what he did.
"So I pushed the button," he added with a laugh.
Taken just before Medina dropped back into the water, Brouillet's photo also made quite the splash. Distributed by his Paris-based news agency and Getty Images, it quickly caught steam online as posts praising it turned into countless reshares. Brouillet, a native of France, used a solid command of English to discuss his eye-catching work and how he learned it went viral during a break in the Olympic action.
"I took [out] my phone and I had so many notifications, about Instagram and stuff like that. I just clicked and I saw an unusual amount of followers following me," he said with a chuckle. "So I guessed something was happening, and then saw first a post from Brazil with the shot, and then it goes -- I don't know how to say in English -- in the vortex, and then ... it goes viral. Amazing, surprising."
Asked about being taken aback by the reaction to his photo, Brouillet replied, "I never thought it was possible that this shot would be so much appreciated, but I can understand why. ... The alignment of Gabriel and the board -- some have tried to say it's Photoshopped, but no, Gabriel and the board are just aligned like that, with the leash connecting the two [elements]."
As for Medina, the record-setting ride propelled him to an overall score for his outing of 17.40, which was more than enough to top Japan's Kanoa Igarashi, a silver medalist at the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. The third-round result moved Medina into a quarterfinal showdown Tuesday against countryman Joao Chianca.
Medina's matchup on Monday came in what turned out to be something of a sweet spot on a day at Teahupo'o when conditions provided some "serious waves," as another competitor put it, before the weather deteriorated to the point where the third round of the women's competition had to be postponed.
"I never imagined we could get waves like this in the Olympics," Medina said (via Reuters). "I'm comfortable when the waves are good and as long as it's like this, it's good for everyone. ... Today was a good day for sure."
It was also a good day for Brouillet, who was positioned with six other photographers in a boat near the action. He said he does not know Medina personally, and even if he did, they would have been unlikely to have gotten into a conversation about the photo they combined to create.
"Like me, he did not know that this shot would turn around the world like this," Brouillet said. "For him, it was just another climb up the wave like he does every time, and I was just shooting him like I do every time."
"So," he continued, "I was like, 'Okay, good shot. I will send it to the editor.' And then, one hour after, it's, 'Wow.' The storm."
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The Orioles didn't make a splash at the trade deadline. Did they do enough?
For an exciting young team still waiting for its first deep October push, Baltimore's trade deadline haul was not exactly blinding in its shine. 
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-07-31

The Baltimore Orioles didn't make a splash at the trade deadline this year. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images) 


The Baltimore Orioles entered this year's trade deadline in much the same position as they entered last year's. Their potent and low-cost young lineup had them firmly in postseason contention. They needed pitching to give themselves a chance to turn a strong regular season into a lengthy postseason run. And this year, like last year, they got some. But this year, like last year, when it felt like a top-of-the-rotation star or a game-shortening bullpen ace might anoint them as the team to beat in the American League, they did not get the top pitching names available.
But in a market defined by the exorbitant cost of starting pitching, they did get some. They acquired Zach Eflin -- a veteran starter with a 4.11 ERA who will be in the middle of their rotation next year, too -- from the Tampa Bay Rays without touching their most heralded prospects. With a young pitching staff still establishing full-season stamina, that helps.
They acquired Trevor Rogers from the Marlins, grabbing a former first-round pick and 2021 all-star who will be under their control through 2026. Rogers, who has a 4.23 ERA in 80 career starts, accumulated those numbers in a Marlins organization that has struggled to turn talent into stars. The Orioles have a much better track record of improving players at the big league level by honing their pitch mix and usage. They have reason to believe Rogers can improve, and they bet infield prospect Connor Norby and outfielder Kyle Stowers they will be able to help Rogers do it.
They also traded for two Phillies relievers, Seranthony Dominguez and Gregory Soto, in separate deals. Both provide depth. Dominguez has explosive stuff. That deal cost them veteran outfielder Austin Hays, whose production against lefties the Orioles sought to replace by trading for right-handed outfielders Eloy Jimenez, the once-promising, oft-injured Chicago White Sox slugger, and Austin Slater. Neither of those deals cost the Orioles top prospects. Neither of those players is a sure thing to establish himself as a key part of this Orioles offense. But one or both of them could certainly help.

The White Sox traded Eloy Jimenez to Baltimore on Tuesday. (Reed Hoffmann/AP Photo) 


For an exciting young team still waiting for its first deep October push -- and a fan base hungry to see it -- the haul was not exactly blinding in its shine. But the Orioles were by no means alone among contenders when it comes to making no star-studded splash. The two most prominent starters traded, Yusei Kikuchi and Jack Flaherty, were both moved in deals that stirred skepticism: Kikuchi's expiring contract and four-plus ERA required the Houston Astros to part with three near-ready prospects. As for Flaherty, whose value was high because of an uncharacteristically sturdy season, the Athletic reported late Tuesday night that the New York Yankees had backed out of a deal for him amid concerns about his medical reports. When it came to the starting pitching market, seemingly, there were no sure things.
The problem for the Orioles, at least when it comes to the perception of their deadline, is they have now spent two deadlines and an offseason clinging to the kind of high-quality prospects that could pry a sure thing away from a team reluctant to deal it. Their deal for ace Corbin Burnes this offseason, for example, garnered them an ace in exchange for DL Hall and Joey Ortiz, one of their many infield prospects who, due entirely to quantity and not to his quality, they simply have not missed.
Were the Detroit Tigers ever going to deal Tarik Skubal? Maybe not. Would he have been worth unloading multiple members of the Orioles' top prospect list to secure an ace for the next two-and-a-half seasons? Maybe. Maybe not. Would A's closer Mason Miller or now-Padres Tanner Scott and Jason Adam have been able to stay healthy long enough to transform their struggling bullpen for years to come? Maybe. Maybe not. But can a bullpen that will enter the postseason relying on Craig Kimbrel and Yennier Cano to close out games be deep and dominant enough to win in October? Their decision to pry Dominguez and Soto from the Philadelphia Phillies bullpen instead of dealing for a proven closer means it will have to be.

Jackson Holliday was the no. 1 overall pick of the 2022 MLB draft. (Charles Krupa/AP Photo) 


That being said, parting with treasured prospects like Jackson Holliday and Samuel Basallo -- both currently in Baseball America's top five -- should never be taken lightly. And again, the Orioles were not alone in their reluctance to do so: Baseball America reported Tuesday that for the first time since 2014, no members of its Top 100 prospects list changed hands at the deadline.
And while Baltimore has plenty of options in the middle infield that made Norby expendable in the deal for Rogers, a corner infielder like prospect Coby Mayo (also, like so many Orioles prospects, raking at Class AAA Norfolk) could help them, though Ryan Mountcastle still has two years of arbitration before Baltimore would really have to pay him.
But therein lies another fascinating aspect of this year's Orioles deadline: For the first time in the Mike Elias era, and certainly in part due to the recent beginning of the David Rubenstein era, the Orioles seemed to have money with which to maneuver. For example, they will owe Eflin $18 million in 2025, a salary that would have made him the highest-paid player on this Orioles roster. And in Jimenez, whose contract expires after this season, they did something that would have been unthinkable for them even a year ago: They absorbed another team's salary dump to take a chance on a few months of a once-promising young player who might never help them much at all. It should be noted, however, that the White Sox did send an undisclosed amount of cash the Orioles way to help pay down the rest of Jimenez's salary.
As of early Monday morning, Elias had yet to address the media about his team's deadline moves. Exactly how much payroll flexibility he had for the rest of this season and into next season is not clear. Burnes will become a free agent this offseason, and while all indications are that the Scott Boras client will have plenty of enticing reasons to leave in free agency, perhaps it is less of a sure thing than it once was that the Orioles cannot compete for elite starters in that market in years to come. If so, paying for pitching rather than selling treasured young players for it might feel like a more comfortable long-term strategy. Plus, the Orioles expect dominant closer Felix Bautista to return from Tommy John surgery next year, and 2023 Cy Young candidate Kyle Bradish could be back in time for a postseason push, too.

Baltimore Orioles GM Mike Elias. (George Walker IV/AP Photo) 


So the most immediate question, then, is whether the Orioles did enough to give themselves a chance in October this year. The window they waited so long to unlock is now wide open. Adley Rutschman, Gunnar Henderson, Jordan Westburg and Colton Cowser are all far outproducing their pre-arbitration and arbitration salaries. As recent annual juggernauts such as the Los Angeles Dodgers, Atlanta Braves, Houston Astros and Philadelphia Phillies can tell them, there is no planning for the right year to make a push. The best way to win a World Series is to take advantage of every credible chance because health and fluctuating performances might mean good years that felt promised never really are.
Perhaps Eflin will be the third starter the Orioles need behind Burnes and Grayson Rodriguez to help them carve through the American League in short series. Perhaps Kimbrel and Cano and Dominguez will be enough. But the Orioles deadline simply did not offer the kind of fortune-altering arms that, for example, the Padres acquired to turn their bullpen into a potential October wrecking ball.
The Orioles rotation will certainly be deeper next year for their efforts, and Dominguez has a club option for 2025 that means Baltimore can keep the proven set-up option around for $8 million. And again, many of their most obvious American League challengers have not exactly turned their pitching staffs into untouchable behemoths: The Yankees, for example, watched struggling Clay Holmes blow another save Tuesday night, and they do not have an obvious replacement on their roster, either.
Baltimore entered this trade deadline with an imperfect roster and left with one, too. They will enter this offseason with prospect capital to spend. They will probably enter next year's deadline with that at their disposal, too. If the right players were not available and the time was not right to splurge, then Elias & Co.'s patience will be rewarded in hindsight. But the question they will face in the meantime is a difficult one, one their unique depth of young talent has made it particularly challenging for their front office to answer: If now is not the right time, with a largely healthy and cheap young lineup and a veteran ace around for a few more months, when is?
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Commanders sign Riley Patterson to create a kicker competition
Washington claimed the 24-year-old off waivers from Jacksonville and re-signed veteran wide receiver Byron Pringle
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-07-31

The Jacksonville Jaguars put kicker Riley Patterson on waivers this week. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


Coach Dan Quinn has emphasized competition in nearly every facet of the Commanders' training camp. That now extends to kicker, too.
Washington claimed Riley Patterson off waivers from Jacksonville on Wednesday, giving the team another kicker on the 90-man camp roster alongside Ramiz Ahmed.
Patterson, 24, signed with the Minnesota Vikings after going undrafted out of Memphis in 2021 and was later signed to the New England Patriots' practice squad. The Detroit Lions acquired him midway through the 2021 season, and Patterson made his NFL debut against the Chicago Bears, booting two extra points in a narrow loss. In Week 15, Patterson converted three field goals and three extra points in a win over the Arizona Cardinals to earn NFC special teams player of the week.
Patterson made all 16 extra-point attempts in his rookie season missed only one of 14 field goal attempts, from 55 yards.
He was claimed by Jacksonville in 2022 and played in all 17 games, earning AFC special teams player of the week honors (four field goals, one extra point) in a win over the New York Jets. He later kicked the game-winning field goal in the wild card round of the playoffs against the Los Angeles Chargers. It was the third-largest comeback victory in playoff history.
Patterson was, coincidentally, replaced in Jacksonville by Brandon McManus, whom Washington signed in March and released three months later after he was accused of sexual assault during his time with the Jaguars.
Patterson spent last season in Detroit and then Cleveland, and he was released by the Jaguars this week after signing a reserve/future contract in February.
Washington signed Ahmed in June, but with the possibility of bringing on another kicker to create competition for the job. Ahmed appeared solid early in training camp but has struggled with field goals from 50 yards and beyond.
"Yeah, I think maybe almost half the league have two into that space," Quinn said last week. "But that and other positions are still part of the competition."
The Commanders also re-signed 30-year-old wide receiver Byron Pringle on Wednesday and cut receivers Dax Milne, a 2021 seventh-round pick, and Damiere Byrd.
Pringle joined the Commanders in the summer of 2023 and played in all 17 games, catching 14 of 22 targets for 161 yards (11.5 yards per reception).
The 30-year-old adds to a position group with at least a couple roster spots up for grabs behind Terry McLaurin, Jahan Dotson and third-round rookie Luke McCaffrey.
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For select group of Commanders fans, 'Tunnel Club' offers intimate access
The team's attempt to improve its Landover stadium includes gameday access to the players.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-07-31

A rendering of the 'Tunnel Club,' where fans are closer than ever to the players. (Courtesy of the Washington Commanders)


The Washington Commanders will unveil an array of upgrades to their stadium in Landover this season, including a premium space that will let fans interact with players on game days.
The "Tunnel Club," a 2,100-square-foot space in the tunnel of the stadium, will give 150 season ticket holders access to an area where players travel to and from the field and locker room. Membership includes exclusive stadium entry, parking, field access before the game and all-inclusive food and beverage. It also comes with admission to select events with team executives and an all-inclusive trip to a road game, among other perks.
The team worked with architectural design firm Populous on the club concept and turned to Clark Construction to build it, which it teased in renderings Wednesday.

The Commanders envision joyous postgame interactions with fans after victories. (Courtesy of the Washington Commanders)



(Courtesy of the Washington Commanders)


The chance to high-five Terry McLaurin pregame doesn't come cheap. Membership starts at $15,000 and includes two passes to the Tunnel Club.
Washington's ownership group, led by Josh Harris, has put more than $75 million into the stadium since it purchased the team in July 2023. The group began to make incremental improvements before its inaugural season and has continued to make alterations ahead of Year 2. Its goal: Create a more attractive game-day experience in Landover while continuing to search for a new stadium location in D.C., Maryland or Virginia.
"We're going to improve the existing stadium as much as we can while we look for a new home because it's not the bones, necessarily," Harris said of the Landover stadium in November. "The bones obviously can be repaired; they can be fixed. It's more the way modern stadiums are set up; they're very different than stadiums that are older. And so whether it's the premium areas being really close to the game itself, how the suites are situated, how much premium there is, the WiFi -- I mean, a lot of that stuff just can't be done in an older stadium. So we're going to be looking at ultimately how do we move to a new stadium."
The team announced most of the changes in February, including the 1932 Club, a 22,000-square-foot premium space for season ticket holders. It includes 28 private suites for up to 12 people apiece (all are sold out) and 108 theater box seats. Like the Tunnel Club, membership to the 1932 Club comes with catering and access to select membership events. (The franchise was established in 1932.)
In 2022, under the ownership of Daniel Snyder, the team added terrace tables to the club level for season ticket holders. The private seating, located in the east and west end zones, includes a "half-moon" table, mesh seating, complimentary beer and cocktails and, in certain areas, complimentary food service. This offseason the team added 72 more terrace tables.
Washington also added touchless security at all of the stadium's entry gates, upgraded the sound system and lighting, added touchless food and beverage markets on the main concourse, resurfaced parking lots and updated furnishings and carpet on the club level.
To help with the costs, NFL owners approved $86.5 million in funding for the Commanders for stadium improvements, which would amount to a loan from the visiting teams' shares of ticket revenue.
Still on the to-do list for the Commanders is finding a naming rights partner. Shipping giant FedEx severed its agreement with the team two years early, sapping the Commanders of roughly $15 million in remaining revenue from the deal.
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Our first taste of 'Apple Intelligence' is here. Here's what works.     
The iOS 18.1 beta offers a first look at Apple Intelligence tools, but it's not for everyone.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-08-01

Apple Intelligence -- the personal intelligence system for iPhone, iPad, and Mac. (Apple) 


SAN FRANCISCO -- Apple is betting that phones with AI tools can make life a little easier -- and now, we're getting a first look at how.
This week, Apple released an early preview version of its iOS 18.1 software, containing the first of the Apple Intelligence tools it first highlighted at its AI-heavy developers conference in June. The full versions of these features aren't expected to launch until after the company announces its new iPhones in the fall, but anyone who signs up for a free developer account can take these early tools for a spin right now.
Using incomplete, or beta software always comes with risks, but there's another reason you should probably considering trying this update out for yourself. This first taste of Apple Intelligence is part of a developer beta, meaning it's meant for app makers who need to make sure their work integrates nicely with Apple's.
In other words, it's not really meant for regular folks to use -- but that didn't stop us from seeing what Apple Intelligence can do right now.
Just installing this new software doesn't automatically grant you a pass to use Apple Intelligence -- you'll have to request access to a waitlist, so Apple can manage the load on its servers. For now, that process can take up to a few hours, but that could change over time.
In this early preview, some of the flashier features Apple has previously discussed aren't ready to use yet. There's no way to chat directly with ChatGPT, for instance, or to create custom Genmojis for your group chat. While Siri has picked up a few new tricks in this preview, it can't react to what's happening on your iPhone's screen, or interact directly with your apps.
And whether you want to try Apple Intelligence now or wait for the full release later this year, you'll still need some specific hardware. Right now, only the iPhone 15 Pro and Pro Max can use these AI tools.
Here are the Apple Intelligence features we've found useful so far.




Don't have time to read through your boss's amazingly long emails? Or that one news article you can feel your attention drifting away from halfway through? With a tap, your iPhone can sum them up for you.
Open a message in Apple's Mail app, and you'll see a button right at the top that offers to summarize everything for you. Finding the same button when you're reading a website is a little different; you'll have to open the page in the Safari browser's Reader mode before the summarize option appears.
Some devices, like Samsung's Galaxy S24 Ultra, offer a little flexibility by giving you the option to switch between brief and more detailed versions of webpage summaries. Not so in iOS, at least for now: Asking for a summary of an email or an article leaves you with a fairly terse breakdown.
As a journalist, I have admittedly mixed feelings about letting AI try to distill our work into blurbs -- even if I find the summaries helpful at times. Still, since tools like this are only becoming more common, we'll keep testing to see how well Apple does here.

A new feature from Apple Intelligence allows users to record calls and provide transcriptions of them. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


The next time you catch up with, say, your insurance agent, you may not have to reach for a pen and a scrap of paper to take notes. Instead, you can tap a button while you're on a call to start recording both sides of the conversation; at the end, you'll find a recording and transcription of the call inside the Notes app.
Oh, in case you were wondering, there's no way to record a conversation without the other party knowing -- a disembodied voice will chime in on the call to let everyone know what's going on. (That said, if you use this feature, be a good person and get everyone's permission before turning it on.)
As with webpages and emails, you can ask the iPhone to summarize that transcript with a touch. But if you need something more specific, it's easy enough to directly search the contents of the transcript for specific words or phrases that came up to jog your memory.




Let's be honest: Who among us hasn't spent a little too much time trying to find that one photo we've been thinking of?
Apple Intelligence makes that process a little easier. When you open the search tool inside the iPhone's Photos app, you'll be able to punch in -- and get results for -- more specific requests.
My recent search for "Snow in New Jersey" using iOS 18.1, for example, pulled up the only four images I have of, well, snowy days in the Garden State. The same search on a device that wasn't running Apple's new preview software turned up those same photos, plus a few that didn't fit the bill -- like images from Christmas that happened to contain the word "snow" in them.




I spent years of my life covering and reviewing new smartphones -- but even I forget how to use certain features at times.
Since I began living with the iOS 18.1 preview, I've started just asking Siri to help out.
Apple's voice assistant is due for some big changes this year, many of which aren't available to try out just yet. But one thing Siri has gotten better at is acting as a tech support rep that just lives on my phone.
Consider my photos, for example: I always forget how to hide certain sensitive images -- like backup photos of my driver's license or passport -- so they don't appear in the middle of my Photo library. Now, though, asking Siri prompts the assistant to display step-by-step instructions on-screen, so I don't need to fire up a web browser and ask Google instead.
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Democratic convention will host hundreds of online influencers
The Democratic National Convention has issued credentials to over 200 online content creators, a move that may boost Kamala Harris's profile with young voters.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-08-01

Vice President Harris, seen through cellphone cameras, greets attendees at a campaign event in Las Vegas on July 9. (Bridget Bennett for The Washington Post)


In a move that could add to a recent surge in online support for Kamala Harris, the Democratic National Convention later this month will host hundreds of online content creators. More than 200 creators with large followings on TikTok, YouTube and other platforms have already been issued credentials to attend the Chicago event, according to convention organizers.
Both the Democratic and Republican parties have been making intense efforts to capture online attention and generate viral hype around their presidential campaigns. The Republican National Convention, which took place in Milwaukee in July, issued credentials to more than 70 content creators.
"Bringing creators to our convention will multiply our reach and ensure that everyone can witness democracy in action," said Cayana Mackey-Nance, director of digital strategy for the Democratic National Convention Committee (DNCC). "We're confident that when the world turns to Chicago in August on their phones, tablets or TVs, they'll see exactly who Democrats are and the future that we're fighting for."
Whether a candidate winning more viral online attention at this stage of the campaign would necessarily translate into a significant boost on Election Day is unclear. But hosting content creators at the Democratic National Convention for the first time could help raise Harris's profile with people who typically don't follow party events.
Recent studies have found that many voters in the United States have relatively low trust in traditional media. At the same time, content creators have become a major source of news, information and entertainment for many -- especially young people.
The creators slated to attend the Chicago convention, some with millions of followers, span a wide range of demographics, locations and audiences. They include TikTok stars, YouTube creators, Instagram news commentators and influential personalities on more-niche apps such as Instagram's Threads.
"People are living on their phones and on social media, and they have people who they trust. It's those people who the DNC is credentialing," said Stuart Perelmuter, founder and chief executive of Good Influence, an influencer advocacy network that connects creators with various causes. "I think that [this decision] shows that Democrats are ready and eager to meet people where they are."
Creators invited to the Democratic convention include political YouTuber Brian Tyler Cohen, who has nearly 3 million subscribers on the platform; Josh Helfgott, a TikTok creator with more than 5 million followers who covers LGBTQ+ issues; Leigh McGowan, a creator known as "politics girl" who has more than 670,000 followers on TikTok; and Elizabeth Booker Houston, a comedian and content creator with more than 250,000 followers on Instagram.
Online creators attending the convention will be able to use dedicated work spaces at Chicago's United Center and have access to party surrogates, similar to traditional media in attendance. Credentialed creators will also be able to capture content at related events throughout the city, such as third-party panel discussions, bringing their audiences along for the ride.
The DNCC invited creators to apply for convention credentials in June, at a time when the party's efforts to spur online enthusiasm for President Biden were getting mixed results. Some influential online figures who had backed his 2020 presidential campaign turned against Biden over his policies on the war in Gaza, climate change, the coronavirus and a potential TikTok ban.
Biden's decision to end his reelection bid and endorse Harris abruptly changed the Democratic Party's online profile, and thousands of creators rushed to support her through memes and videos. 
"I could feel the energy shift online immediately. Everything clicked, it felt like a sea change," said Sari Beth Rosenberg, a politics and history content creator in New York City. When she posted this week that she will be attending the convention in Chicago, her followers rejoiced, Rosenberg said. "The enthusiasm is so palpable even across the internet."
Malynda Hale, an influencer in Los Angeles who covers politics and social justice and who received credentials for the convention, said she is already planning interviews with delegates and lawmakers at the event to serve to her more than 50,000 Instagram followers.
"I want to really ask the questions that a lot of people are asking in regards to this election," she said. "[About] what the Democrats will do to make people feel safe and comfortable moving into this next year."
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Meta to pay record $1.4 billion to settle Texas facial recognition suit 
Meta reached a $1.4 billion settlement over claims the company improperly collected millions of users' biometric data. 
By Naomi Nix | 2024-07-31

Meta, which operates Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, is facing several lawsuits filed by state attorneys general. (Francis Mascarenhas/Reuters)


Meta reached a $1.4 billion deal to settle claims brought by the Texas attorney general over allegations that the social media giant flouted state privacy laws when it collected millions of users' biometric data without their consent.
The lawsuit, which targeted Meta's use of facial recognition software, has resulted in the largest privacy settlement obtained by a state attorney general, according to the office of Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton.
"This historic settlement demonstrates our commitment to standing up to the world's biggest technology companies and holding them accountable for breaking the law and violating Texans' privacy rights," Paxton said in a statement. "Any abuse of Texans' sensitive data will be met with the full force of the law."
"We are pleased to resolve this matter, and look forward to exploring future opportunities to deepen our business investments in Texas," Meta spokesman Chris Sgro said in a statement. The company did not admit to any wrongdoing as part of the settlement.
In 2022, Paxton filed a lawsuit alleging that Meta knowingly violated the state's Capture or Use of Biometric Identifier Act  and Deceptive Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Act  by implementing a now-defunct facial-recognition-based photo and video tagging feature. Texas law says it's illegal for private entities to capture, disclose or profit from someone's biometric identifiers without their informed consent. The state also requires tech companies to store biometric information for a limited amount of time.
Texas prosecutors argued that Meta in 2011 rolled out a feature designed to make it easier for users to "tag" photographs with the names of people in the image without explaining how the technology worked. "Unbeknownst to most Texans, for more than a decade Meta ran facial recognition software on virtually every face contained in the photographs uploaded to Facebook, capturing records of the facial geometry of the people depicted," the state attorney general's office said in a statement.
Meta, which operates Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp, is facing several lawsuits filed by states that  argue  the company's services harm children, keep users addicted and compromise privacy. Dozens of state attorneys general and school districts have accused the tech giant of using manipulative practices to keep kids hooked on its services while showing them harmful content. In May, relatives of victims of the Uvalde school shooting sued Meta for facilitating aggressive firearms marketing campaigns on social media to vulnerable young people.
Meta's privacy practices have faced intense scrutiny from regulators around the world after the Cambridge Analytica scandal in 2018, when revelations surfaced that a political consultancy improperly accessed personal data of 87 million Facebook users. Meta agreed in 2019 to a $5 billion settlement with the Federal Trade Commission.
Last year, the European Union fined Meta a record $1.3 billion after finding that the company broke its privacy laws by transferring user data from Europe to the United States.
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X suspends 'White Dudes for Harris' account after massive fundraiser 
Elon Musk's X suspended an account for "White Dudes for Harris" after massive fundraiser raised $4 million for the Vice President. 
By Trisha Thadani, Will Oremus, Eva Dou | 2024-07-31

Vice President Harris speaks at a campaign event July 23 at West Allis Central High School in West Allis, Wis. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Elon Musk's social media platform X suspended "White Dudes for Harris" Monday night, shortly after a massive fundraising call where almost 200,000 people helped raise more than $4 million for the vice president and presumptive Democratic nominee.
The account, @dudes4harris, was reinstated Tuesday morning after it was blocked hours before  because of  "a user report" for "violating our rules against evading suspension," according to a screenshot shared with The Washington Post. Organizer Ross Morales Rocketto said the group submitted a complaint to X, but had no other direct communication from the platform.
"We hosted the event, and it was wholesome and a bunch of dudes being earnest, getting inspired and excited," Morales Rocketto said in an interview with The Post. "And suddenly we realized the [X] account had been suspended and we had no idea why."
"White Dudes for Harris" has no affiliation with the Harris campaign, but was created to energize voters -- in this case, White men -- for Vice President Harris. It is part of a string of identity-focused groups, such as Black Women for Harris and White Women for Harris, that have been holding calls and fundraisers in earnest since President Biden dropped out of the race.
The more than three-hour online call Monday evening featured actors Mark Hamill, Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Sean Astin and Josh Gad, among others who expressed their support and enthusiasm for Harris on the presidential ticket.
The suspension on X occurred as the group and its allies were posting heavily about the event after it ended. While the exact reasons behind it are unclear, it reignited broader concerns among Democrats that the platform, which Musk bought in 2022, could be used to influence the online discourse in the months leading to the presidential election.
Musk endorsed former president Donald Trump on the platform this month and has been using it to stump for the GOP candidate. The billionaire has 192 million followers on the platform, giving him a far larger social media megaphone than most any other individual -- even Biden, Harris or Trump.
Musk and X did not respond to a request for comment about the suspension of the "White Dudes for Harris" account and its reinstatement.
Morales Rocketto said he and his team did not receive any communication from X or Musk about the suspension, but he felt the move was "suspicious." A duplicate account, @dudesforharris, was created during the event, but it is unclear what role -- if any -- that may have played in the suspension.
"I think it's a little convenient that my [X] mentions have been full of white supremacists, saying nasty things about me and the organization," he said. "And our account got suspended, but somehow those accounts continue to tweet at us."
This isn't the first time an account supportive of the Harris campaign has run into trouble with its X account.
On July 21, the day Biden withdrew from the race and endorsed Harris, numerous X users reported that they were unable to follow an official Harris campaign account, @KamalaHQ. It had previously been a Biden campaign account, but gained hundreds of thousands of followers in a matter of hours when it changed its name and handle to represent the Harris campaign.
Some users who tried to follow the account that evening reported seeing a message that said: "Limit reached: You are unable to follow more people at this time."
The incident raised questions among Democratic leaders. On July 23, Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) wrote an open letter to Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), who chairs the House Judiciary Committee, urging Jordan to join him in launching an investigation as to how and why it happened and whether Musk had a hand in the "apparent censorship" of a candidate for president.

Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), left, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, and Rep. Jerry Nadler (N.Y.), its ranking Democrat, during a committee meeting in Washington on May 10, 2023. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


"It is my sincere hope that you channel the same outrage and pertinacity against platform censorship of the Democratic Party as you do when conservative speech is allegedly suppressed," Nadler wrote.
Musk did not respond to a request for comment on Nadler's claims of "apparent censorship."
When Musk acquired the platform in October 2022, he pledged to make it a haven for free speech. He laid off a majority of the staff, loosened the site's rules on hate speech, ended its policy against covid-19 misinformation and reinstated a number of previously banned accounts. This is the first presidential election cycle where Musk is in charge of the platform.
Alexander B. Howard, a longtime tech policy journalist turned open government advocate, said the accounts could have been mistakenly limited. Even before Musk took over, he had seen accounts that change names or suddenly gain large followings run into technical problems. Such mistakes might be more likely, or slower to be fixed, since under Musk, the company's workforce has been cut "close to the bone."
"The problem going forward," Howard said, "is that there's no assumption of neutrality with respect to people having equal access to support if their account is having problems. That's the underlying deeper issue with someone who's been so overtly partisan" as Musk overseeing the site's moderation decisions.
Gregg Keller, a Republican strategist, said Musk has made X a "true free speech platform now," which will be "to Trump's substantial benefit."
Gene Kimmelman, a technology policy expert who has worked for Democratic administrations, said X has "enormous" influence over public thinking.
"It's a concern if that power is abused to benefit one political player," Kimmelman said. "If they favor one candidate who they think will be willing to deliver benefits for them, that's an enormous danger to our democratic system."
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Utah abortion ban remains on hold after ruling by state's high court
The 4-1 decision Thursday keeps abortion legal in the state up to 18 weeks of pregnancy.
By Karin Brulliard | 2024-08-01

Abortion rights supporters rally at the Utah Capitol in Salt Lake City after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022. (Rick Bowmer/AP)


The Utah Supreme Court on Thursday upheld a block on the state's near-total abortion ban, leaving in place a law that allows abortions up to 18 weeks of pregnancy. The ruling dealt a blow to Republican legislators who passed the ban two years before Roe v. Wade was overturned and continued to press for restrictions.
That 2020 "trigger law" would prohibit all abortions except in cases of rape, incest or serious risk to the mother's health, or if two maternal fetal medicine physicians determine that the fetus has a lethal defect or severe brain abnormality. A state district judge blocked the measure shortly after the U.S. Supreme Court ended federal protections for abortion in 2022, and Thursday's 4-1 ruling maintains that suspension while the ban's constitutionality is litigated in the lower court.
The decision by Utah's majority-female Supreme Court means abortion remains broadly legal throughout the American West, with the exception of Idaho, where it is prohibited in nearly all cases. A ban is on hold in Wyoming, while voters in at least half a dozen states -- including Colorado and Nevada plus possibly Montana and Arizona -- will vote in November on ballot measures that would strengthen abortion rights.
Planned Parenthood Association of Utah and ACLU of Utah, which challenged the ban in 2022, hailed the ruling while cautioning that their battle has not ended. They argue that the law violates state constitutional rights to privacy, to bodily integrity and to determine one's family composition.
"Today's decision means that our patients can continue to come to us, their trusted health care providers, to access abortion and other essential reproductive services right here in Utah," Kathryn Boyd, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Association of Utah, said in a statement. But, she added, the group "looks forward to this unconstitutional law being permanently struck down."

Planned Parenthood Association of Utah continues to fight a state law that would ban almost all abortions in the state. (Rick Bowmer/AP)


For the legislature's Republican supermajority, the ruling comes as another court setback. The state says its constitution, ratified in 1895, includes no right to abortion.
The court decision Thursday noted that the justices, all Republican appointees, were addressing only whether the lower court abused its discretion in concluding that Planned Parenthood met the then-standard for an injunction.
"The district court did not," the majority said, also noting in its ruling that Planned Parenthood "raises serious issues" about the ban's constitutionality.
Abortion opponents expressed disappointment and even "great sorrow" over the outcome. Republican Gov. Spencer Cox and Lt. Gov. Deidre Henderson said in a statement that they were "hopeful that this decision will be a temporary setback." Others went further.
"The decision made today is a grim reminder that our society has strayed far from the moral compass that once guided us," Mary Taylor, president of Pro-Life Utah, said in a joint statement with the leaders of Utah Eagle Forum and Abortion-Free Utah Coalition.
Abortion is now mostly or completely prohibited in 18 states, a patchwork that includes much of the South and Midwest. In Idaho, Utah's neighbor, a sweeping ban allows only some emergency abortions at hospitals after a Supreme Court decision in June. Arizona prohibits abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy.
Planned Parenthood operates three of Utah's four abortion clinics, which do the vast majority of procedures in the state. In 2021, the most recent year for which data is available, 3,129 abortions were recorded.
Utah's legislature took aim at those facilities last year, requiring abortions to be performed in hospitals and prohibiting the licensing of such clinics. Planned Parenthood also sued over that measure, which it described as a backdoor attempt by the lawmakers to criminalize abortion even as the judiciary weighed their initial law.
The same district court suspended the clinic law just before it was to take effect. The legislature this year repealed the law in a bid to simplify -- and expedite -- the high court ruling issued Thursday.
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NIH ban on animal testing comments violates speech rules, court says
NIH used certain keywords, such as "animal" and "testing," to block comments on its social media posts, which the appeals court said was too restrictive.
By Tom Jackman | 2024-08-01

Madeline Krasno, an animal rights advocate, won a ruling from the federal appeals court in D.C. that the National Institutes of Health wrongly deleted her comments, which opposed animal testing, from their Facebook and Instagram posts. (Madeline Krasno)


When the National Institutes of Health put filters on the comment sections of its Facebook and Instagram posts, to restrict "off-topic" messages by the public on matters such as animal testing, it violated the First Amendment's guarantee of a right to free speech, the federal appeals court in Washington has ruled.
The case arose when animal rights activists repeatedly posted comments challenging NIH programs which tested drugs or medical procedures on animals. NIH used keyword filters to automatically block all comments containing words such as "animals," "cruelty," "monkeys," "testing" and "torture." But the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit said NIH had not articulated "some sensible basis for distinguishing what [comments] may come in from what must stay out," and its lack of sensitivity to the context of public comments "reinforces its unreasonableness."
The ruling issued this week creates more new law in the area of how restrictive government entities can be when running a social media page. But the law could change again if the government appeals the case and the Supreme Court rules differently.
NIH declined to comment on the ruling or say whether it would appeal.
Stephanie Krent, a staff attorney with the Knight First Amendment Institute who argued the case in April, said the ruling was "a major victory and reaffirms that the First Amendment forecloses government officials and public agencies from muzzling criticism on their official social media accounts." She said the opinion made clear "that officials can't censor speech just because they disagree with it -- and that's true whether they delete specific comments or rely on digital tools like keyword blocking to do it for them."

An entrance to the NIH campus in Bethesda, Md., in April 2019. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals filed the suit against NIH in 2021 on behalf of Madeline Krasno and Ryan Hartkopf, social media users whose comments had been removed from NIH posts. Krasno told The Washington Post in May that she witnessed animal abuse in a monkey research lab at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. She later began posting online about her experiences, only to find that both Wisconsin and NIH were removing her comments.
"It's time we had an open conversation about all the animal testing you fund," Krasno wrote on an NIH Instagram post about covid-19. "What a waste of life and resources." The comment was deleted because it contained the words "animal" and "testing" from the department's keyword filters.
With the help of the Animal Legal Defense Fund, Krasno sued both Wisconsin and NIH. In both cases, federal district courts ruled against her, including U.S. District Judge Beryl A. Howell in Washington. Howell said the issue was "at the frontier of courts' application of the First Amendment to the internet," and found NIH's content restrictions to be reasonable. Krasno's appeal of that decision resulted in Tuesday's ruling; her appeal against Wisconsin is pending
Both the University of Wisconsin and NIH said they were merely trying to keep their social media feeds from being overrun by repetitive, irrelevant comments. Justice Department attorney Jennifer Utrecht argued to the appeals court in April that there was "a seemingly coordinated campaign to flood [NIH's] social media pages with off-topic commentary related to animal testing."
But the appeals court ruling issued Tuesday, written by Judge Bradley N. Garcia and joined by judges Karen LeCraft Henderson and Patricia A. Millett, said NIH had not devised "objective, workable standards" for determining what is "on-topic" and what is "off-topic."
"To say that comments related to animal testing are categorically off-topic," Garcia wrote, "when a significant portion of NIH's posts are about research conducted on animals defies common sense." The right to praise or criticize governmental agents "lies at the heart of the First Amendment's protections," Garcia wrote, "and censoring speech that contains words more likely to be used by animal rights advocates has the potential to distort public discourse of NIH's work."
Krasno said she was "very excited" by the ruling, and hoped that it could influence not only the pending Wisconsin case but the behavior of universities nationwide. "These universities using our tax dollars can no longer be filtering out comments they don't want to see," Krasno said. "We need to be looking at where our public tax dollars are going, if there are better ways to be using it. That conversation should really be at the forefront, and shouldn't be filtered out."
PETA Senior Vice President Kathy Guillermo called the ruling a win for transparency, the public, animals and government accountability.
"This landmark decision," Guillermo said, "reinforces that NIH can no longer 'distort' the message to defend its use and funding of cruel, pointless experiments on animals."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/08/01/nih-first-amendment-peta-animal-rights-comments-social-media/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Is your therapist on vacation? Here's how I cope when mine is away.
"Your therapist should not be your sole comfort and confidant," said Sherry Amatenstein, a licensed clinical social worker.
By Susan Shapiro | 2024-08-01

Clipboard with blank sheet, glass of water and napkin box on table in office of therapist (iStock)


As someone who has been dependent on a few head doctors in my day, I feel your pain if your shrink is on vacation this month. Therapists have been on the front line of our country's mental health crises, and many take a well-deserved break in August. Here are some ways I've found to cope with my emotions -- and my addictive impulses -- when my therapist is unavailable:
1. Get another kind of guru. When my analyst wasn't around during a crisis, I consulted with a rabbi and reverend I trusted, and a physical therapist helped me through the psychological strains of a back injury.
"Your therapist should not be your sole comfort and confidant," said Sherry Amatenstein, a licensed clinical social worker in Queens who once did a phone session with a first-time client who was fighting severe depression right after the woman underwent chemotherapy for breast cancer. She suggests identifying other "core pillars" you can rely on in a pinch, like a relative, religious leader, teacher, mentor, life coach, classmate or sponsor.
2. Shore up support systems. Connect with networks of like-minded people, whether it's a Mahjong, cycling or worship community. I've depended on my weekly writing workshop with creative colleagues, and I launched an annual "Shrinks Are Away" reading, where authors share words to soothe the savage psyche during the month of desertion.
"The more arenas where you feel safe and can be yourself, the better off you are," Connecticut psychiatrist Vatsal G. Thakkar said. "The goal of therapy is often how to build healthy reliances."
3. Make art from your agony. When asked why she wrote, a famous novelist once answered, "Because otherwise I'm stuck with life." Try journaling in a notebook or drawing in adult coloring books. Sign up for a painting, sculpting or poetry course at summer school or a local university. Join a choir, a group for sketch comedy, storytelling or improv.
"Talk therapy can be insular and myopic," Miami psychotherapist Justena Kavanagh said. "Sometimes it's more helpful to share an artistic creation with a wider audience you can inspire."
4. Suffer well. Although many people go into therapy to get happier, my Arkansas-based addiction specialist Frederick Woolverton (who will be available most of August) advises his patients to learn to "suffer well." Knowing clients might have a hard time, he helps them prepare, giving homework like listing new coping mechanisms. Someone trying to quit smoking might schedule Narcotics Anonymous meetings, reduce alcohol intake (which lowers resistance), make plans with nonsmokers -- or have a nicotine patch, spray, gum or inhaler handy in case cravings hit.
5. If you need a therapist now. Many mental health professionals make sure there's backup in their absence.
"I always share who'll be covering for my patients -- in person, on my voicemail and out-of-office email, with their contact info," said Carlos Saavedra, a psychiatrist in Manhattan.
It's okay to rely on that designated person, that's why they're there. If you're having an emergency -- like suicidal feelings or mental breakdown -- of course go to your nearest emergency room or urgent care, or call a crisis hotline. For less pressing issues like loneliness or addiction cravings, "there's virtual therapy groups and 12-step meetings that are free daily the entire summer," Michigan psychotherapist Judith Burdick said.
She also suggests trying "bibliotherapy," immersing yourself in therapeutic books to read or listen to, like "The Drama of the Gifted Child" or "The Body Keeps the Score."
6. Manage medication. Waiting until the last minute to renew your antidepressant or other prescriptions could add to anxiety. Given recent shortages of drugs like Adderall, some psycho-pharmacologists will offer their patients a prescription for a year's worth of refills, even for controlled substances.
7. Take a look inward. "Write a list of things that make you feel calmer," Chicago psychiatrist Kristen Underhill Welch suggested. "Sometimes it's getting out of your house, seeing friends, or working out. Everyone's different."
My self-care methods include attending nearby book events, exercising (swimming, dancing or taking a daily long walk with a friend) and holding my mate for an hour nightly as we watch a TV show or movie without speaking -- so we can't argue (my favorite mandate from my therapist when I was going through withdrawal.)
With money you're not co-paying your mental health provider, consider a swim club membership, yoga or meditation classes, or weekly manicure, pedicure and massage. Who knows? It might work so well it'll kick you off the couch. If not, at least you'll have something new to talk about in September.
Susan Shapiro is the author of the memoirs "Lighting Up: How I Stopped Smoking, Drinking, and Everything Else I Loved in Life Except Sex" and "The Forgiveness Tour" which comes out in paperback this month.
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Wildfires rage through Colorado, prompting hundreds to evacuate; 1 killed
The Stone Canyon, Lake Shore, Quarry and Alexander Mountain fires are burning amid dry, hot weather affecting the Western United States. 
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-08-01

Flames rise amid billowing smoke from a wildfire burning along the ridges near the Ken Caryl Ranch development on Wednesday southwest of Littleton, Colo. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Several wildfires are burning through Colorado's mountainous Front Range region, threatening popular tourist towns in the foothills as authorities ordered hundreds of residents to evacuate.
The fires -- Stone Canyon, Lake Shore, Quarry and Alexander Mountain -- began at various points between Monday and Wednesday, and have burned through thousands of acres in the counties of Boulder, Jefferson and Larimer around the densely populated mountain range, according to authorities.
The Front Range extends from central Colorado to southern Wyoming, and is part of the Rocky Mountains. Its urban corridor includes cities such as Denver and Boulder that are popular year-round with nature lovers.
Emergency personnel discovered the remains of one person in a residence engulfed by a fire near the town of Lyons, Boulder County Sheriff Curtis Johnson said Wednesday. Four firefighters were injured while battling the fire and several homes were destroyed, according to the Denver Post.
Johnson warned Wednesday in a news conference that weather has complicated efforts to contain the fires, with parts of the United States experiencing a heat wave and dry, windy conditions settling into parts of Colorado and fueling some of the blazes.
He said conditions around the Stone Canyon Fire in Boulder and Larimer counties were "about as bad as they can be for us to be fighting this fire," but firefighters would be working through the night to try to contain it. He said he expected it to take "days" for the roughly 70 firefighters on the ground to manage the fire.
Early Thursday, the National Weather Service warned of "dangerous heat" engulfing "much of the country," and temperatures in the West expected to hit or near record highs.
As of late Wednesday, the Stone Canyon Fire was 20 percent contained. The Alexander Mountain Fire in Larimer County was 1 percent contained, and the Lake Shore and Quarry fires were zero percent contained, according to the Boulder Office of Disaster Management and other local authorities.
Johnson said Wednesday that it was "a struggle across the entire Western United States to get resources," with fires reported in California, Oregon, Idaho, Washington and Montana.

A helicopter collects water to drop on the Alexander Mountain Fire burning on Monday west of Loveland, Colo. (Helen H. Richardson/AP)


Colorado Gov. Jared Polis (D) said in a post on X that his administration "immediately deployed critical air and ground resources to support fire containment, response, and management in partnership with federal and local agencies." Polis issued emergency declarations for three of the fires on Tuesday, and later authorized the Colorado National Guard to support firefighting and disaster management efforts.
Nearly 600 homes were evacuated in Jefferson County around the site of the Quarry Fire, which grew to 341 acres overnight into Thursday, according to the county sheriff's office.
Law enforcement is just beginning to investigate the origins of the fires and has opened a tip line to request information from the public.
The Lake Shore Fire around the Gross Reservoir area was caused by humans, Johnson said, according to the Associated Press, adding that law enforcement were interviewing two people who may have been involved, but they did not believe it was intentional.
On Wednesday, Johnson said his office was not aware of any reason to believe that the Stone Canyon Fire was started deliberately. "We're open to anything. We start our investigation with a very wide lens," he said.
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Biden rules protecting trans students take effect -- but not everywhere
Starting Thursday, a new Biden administration regulation protecting gay and transgender students takes effect. It was blocked in 26 states.
By Laura Meckler | 2024-08-01

Kansas high school students, family members and advocates rally for transgender rights in January at the Capitol in Topeka. (John Hanna/AP)


A controversial Biden administration regulation protecting transgender, gay and lesbian students from discrimination took effect Thursday in 24 states but remains on hold in the rest of the country amid pending litigation.
The patchwork is the result of lawsuits filed by Republican-led states across the country against the administration's Title IX regulation, a sweeping set of rules that address how schools must enforce the law banning discrimination on the basis of sex. The regulation was issued in April and meant to be in place ahead of the new school year.
In a half-dozen separate cases, federal courts granted injunctions blocking enforcement of the regulation in 26 states, including Texas, Florida and Ohio, while the cases are litigated. But those rulings do not affect the regulation's status in the rest of the country -- generally Democratic-leaning states such as California, New York and Illinois, as well as the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
Adding to the confusion: It was not immediately clear whether an appellate court decision issued late Wednesday was a national injunction or just impacted four states that are party to that case. The Justice Department said it read the ruling to apply to just four states but others were not sure.
"It's a mess. Like honestly, it's a complicated, constantly shifting mess," said Jon Fansmith, senior vice president for government relations and national engagement at the American Council on Education, which represents colleges and universities. "Schools aren't sure what their obligations are."
On Thursday, officials at the federal Education Department said that its Office for Civil Rights would begin enforcing the new rules for schools in states without court injunctions in place. Others should continue to follow rules published in 2020 by the Trump administration, they said.
The Biden administration has asked the Supreme Court to allow the parts of the Title IX regulation that were not challenged to take effect while the cases make their way through the courts, but there was no immediate ruling from the justices.
The regulation governs how federally funded schools -- which includes virtually all K-12 districts, colleges and universities -- implement the Title IX law, the half-century-old law barring sex discrimination. That includes rules for how schools should handle complaints of sexual harassment and assault, which replace the version written by the Trump administration that was friendlier to the accused.
In rewriting the Title IX regulations, the Biden administration defined discrimination on the basis of sex to include discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation. That would prohibit, for instance, schools from forcing transgender students to use bathrooms and locker rooms that do not align with their gender identity. Schools would also be required to refer to students by the pronouns they use.
That angered conservative states, who challenged the regulation in multiple lawsuits across the country. Each suit included a different combination of states.
On Wednesday, the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Oklahoma became the sixth court to issue an injunction halting enforcement of the new rules in Oklahoma. Federal Judge Jodi W. Dishman, a Trump appointee, wrote that the Education Department had no right to define "sex" as including gender identity without congressional authorization.
She said the agency was "claiming to discover, in a statute that has been enacted for over fifty years, a previously unknown power to decide how broadly 'sex' is defined and applied," calling that "a decision of vast political significance."
"In the context of Title IX, the concepts of sex and gender identity are distinct and independent of one another," she wrote.
The ruling was welcomed by conservatives including Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner Drummond, who brought the case.
"This well-reasoned ruling helps to protect both female and male students from invasions of privacy and unnecessary harm," he said in a statement. "Our students deserve the protections that have long been provided by Title IX."
The Biden administration initially won the first round in one of the cases, allowing the regulation to be enforced in Alabama, Florida, Georgia and South Carolina, the states involved in that case. But the judge's decision was overturned by an appeals court late Wednesday.
U.S. Education Secretary Miguel Cardona defended the regulation, saying it was about protecting the rights of all students.
"It's unacceptable that any student faces discrimination or bullying simply because of who they are," he said during a webinar Thursday for school administrators. "That's not who we are, and that's not what this country stands for."
In another wrinkle, a federal judge in Kansas applied his ruling to certain schools in states beyond the suit before him. He ruled last month that the regulation cannot be enforced at more than a thousand K-12 schools and colleges attended by children of members of three groups that are fighting the regulation: Moms for Liberty, Young America's Foundation, and Female Athletes United. Some of these schools are in states where the new rules are being blocked anyway, but hundreds are in states where they otherwise apply. In some cases, the new rules may apply in certain schools but not others in the same school district.
The legal uncertainty adds to years of whiplash on this issue for schools trying to comply with the law. Policies in place during the Obama administration were thrown out by the Trump administration, and the Trump policies were replaced by President Biden.
"Our members are absolutely freaking out," said Brett Sokolow, chair of the Association of Title IX Administrators. He said schools were ready to shift into compliance with the new rules on Thursday, including announcements to their communities, but may not know whether to move ahead. "You're still in a position where it's somewhat unclear."
The setbacks have been frustrating for advocates who have pushed for years to get these new rules on the books. Shiwali Patel, senior director of safe and inclusive schools at the National Women's Law Center, said the legal upheaval has created confusion for everyone involved but wanted schools to understand they still have legal obligations.
"This does not mean schools are not still required to comply with Title IX," she said. "Students still have protections from discrimination based on sex."
The federal rules stand in direct contrast to laws and policies enacted by conservative states and school boards across the country that limit the rights of transgender students. For instance, more than 10 states have rules limiting use of bathrooms and facilities, according to tracking by the Movement Advancement Project. Some school boards bar students from changing their names or pronouns without parental permission or prohibit teachers from using pronouns that differ from sex assigned to the student at birth.
The Biden administration has consistently argued that Title IX's protections extend to gender identity and sexual orientation, but the April rules were the first time the Education Department put that interpretation into a binding regulation.
The regulation cites the 2020 Supreme Court ruling in Bostock v. Clayton County, which found sex discrimination in employment includes gender identity and sexual orientation. The same logic applies to Title IX, the administration argues. The judges deciding these cases so far have rejected that argument.
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In 911 call day before shooting, Sonya Massey's mom pleaded: Don't hurt her   
Newly obtained recordings show that local law enforcement knew of Massey and that her mother had asked 911, "Please don't send no combative policemen that are prejudiced."
By Justine McDaniel, Jonathan Edwards | 2024-08-01

Donna Massey, the mother of Sonya Massey, stands next to a diagram showing the path of the bullet that killed her daughter and wipes away tears during a news conference at New Mount Pilgrim Church in Chicago on Tuesday. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


The day before Sonya Massey was shot and killed by a sheriff's deputy in Illinois, her mother called 911 seeking help. She said Massey was having a mental breakdown -- and she implored law enforcement officers not to harm her daughter, newly released 911 recordings show.
"I don't want you guys to hurt her, please," Donna Massey said around 9 a.m. on July 5.
When the dispatcher told her help was on the way to her daughter's Springfield, Ill., home, she replied: "Thank you, and please don't send no combative policemen that are prejudiced -- please."
"They just do their job, okay?" the dispatcher responded.
"They're scary. I'm scared of the police," Donna Massey said.
He replied, "There's nothing to be fearful of, ma'am."
About 16 hours later, Sonya Massey, a 36-year-old Black mother of two, called 911 to report an alleged prowler at her house. She was fatally shot by a responding sheriff's deputy, body-camera footage showed.
The 911 calls and law enforcement reports -- released Wednesday by Sangamon County's dispatch agency in response to public records requests -- outline a series of interactions between Massey and law enforcement in the 24 hours before her death.
The records indicate that local law enforcement knew who Massey was before July 6 and had been advised that she was having mental health issues, though whether the responding deputies had that information was not clear. The Springfield Police Department also reported that Massey had interacted with a local mental health crisis service at least three times in the two weeks before the shooting, a sheriff's deputy noted in one of the newly released documents.
James Wilburn, Massey's father, said in an interview Wednesday that he believes the records from July 5 demonstrate that law enforcement knew or should have known that his daughter had mental health problems. (Donna Massey could not be reached for comment.)
"I can't for the life of me understand why they didn't realize that beforehand and why they could not do anything to help her," Wilburn told The Washington Post.
The case has caused a national uproar and revived questions about how law enforcement polices Black communities and responds to people going through mental health crises. Sangamon County sheriff's deputy Sean Grayson, 30, was charged with first-degree murder in the shooting.
"She needed a helping hand," civil rights attorney Ben Crump, who is representing Massey's family, told The Post Wednesday. "She didn't need a bullet to the face."
Grayson has pleaded not guilty. His lawyer, Daniel Fultz, declined to comment.
The sheriff's office did not respond to questions from The Post about whether Grayson and the other responding deputy on July 6 were aware of the previous calls from Massey's residence.
County Sheriff Jack Campbell said at a community meeting Monday night that his office had failed Massey and her family.
"She called for help, and we failed her. That's all she did: call for help," he said. "We failed. We did not do our jobs."
In the weeks leading up to the shooting, Massey had been struggling with her mental health, according to her family and law enforcement records.
Her children had been staying with other family members while she sought treatment; her 17-year-old son, Malachi Massey, said she had checked into a facility but had returned after two days. He said he had been trying to help her get back into treatment.
In her 911 call the morning of July 5, Donna Massey told the dispatcher that her daughter was acting "sporadic," according to the recording. She described her daughter as becoming paranoid when upset but assured the dispatcher that Massey wasn't a danger to herself or others, according to the recording.
She said the "mental people" had advised her to call 911 because she was worried her daughter might try to drive and could have an accident. (It was not immediately clear to whom she was referring, but the records indicated Massey had previously used the local mental health crisis service.)
After Massey's mother said she didn't want the police to hurt her daughter, she told the dispatcher she thought police sometimes made things worse.
An ambulance was dispatched immediately after Massey's mother's call. In a report, a Springfield police officer logged at 10:12 a.m. that he had spoken with Massey and said she had been "cleared" by emergency responders.
An unidentified person at the house told the officer that Massey wasn't a danger to herself or others, according to the report, as Donna Massey had told the dispatcher that morning.
Less than three hours later, a woman law enforcement suspected was Massey called 911, according to a second report. The woman didn't identify herself but was shouting about her neighbor, which prompted a 911 dispatcher to call her back. A sheriff's deputy then went to Massey's house, the report shows.
He found her car window broken, which Massey had accused her neighbor of doing. She left and went to the hospital, where the deputy met her. She allegedly told him that she had broken her own car window trying "to get into the car to get away" and was going to get treated for cuts from the broken glass.
The deputy noted that she "appeared to be having some [mental] issues," using a law enforcement abbreviation for someone in mental distress.
That was just before 2:30 p.m. It was 12:49 a.m. when Massey next contacted 911.
Though it was not clear how much of the information about Massey's mental health had been conveyed to the two deputies who showed up at her house around 1 a.m., Grayson asked Massey at one point after arriving at her house whether she was "doing all right mentally."
About three minutes later, he pulled his gun.
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Accused 9/11 plotters reach plea deals with U.S. to avoid death penalty
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi will plead guilty in exchange for avoiding the death penalty, according to a Defense Department letter sent to victims' families.


By Ellen Nakashima, Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-08-01

New York City firefighters work amid debris in this Sept. 11, 2001, photo, with the skeleton of the World Trade Center twin towers in the background. (Mark Lennihan/AP)


The man accused of plotting the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and two of his co-defendants have reached plea agreements that will allow them to avoid the death penalty, the Defense Department announced Wednesday -- a dramatic development in the decades-long cases for the prisoners at the U.S. military detention facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi will all plead guilty, according to a letter sent to families of the victims by a senior U.S. defense official overseeing the cases. A panel of military officials eventually will determine the men's sentences.
"In exchange for the removal of the death penalty as a possible punishment, these three accused have agreed to plead guilty to all of the charged offenses, including the murder of the 2,976 people listed in the charge sheet," according to the letter, signed by Rear Adm. Aaron Rugh, the chief prosecutor in the cases.
The deals raise the prospect that some of the most significant cases in the Pentagon's long legal process stemming from the Sept. 11 attacks may finally be over. Human rights organizations and legal experts have criticized the proceedings for their secretive nature, conflicts of interest and repeated delays that have drawn out the effort for years.
The process also has been difficult because of a 2015 law passed by Congress that restricted the U.S. government from allowing detainees at the naval base at Guantanamo Bay to set foot in the continental United States, even for their criminal trials. Lawmakers did so while citing security concerns, even as the Justice Department has continued to try other terrorism suspects in federal court.
The cases also have been complicated by the brutal nature in which the United States detained and interrogated suspects and prisoners, including the federal government's use of torture at Guantanamo Bay, which it had aimed to keep secret. The U.S. Senate has published reports that include information on waterboarding of some prisoners, including Mohammed.
"At the heart of the commissions' problems is their original sin, torture," John G. Baker, a Marine Corps general who served as defense counsel of the Military Commissions Defense Organization, told the Senate Judiciary Committee in 2021. "The United States chose to secretly detain and torture the men it now seeks to punish."
Wednesday's announcements mark a turning point in the prosecution of the deadliest terrorist attack on U.S. soil. Planes that departed Boston Logan, Dulles and Newark international airports were hijacked and later crashed into the World Trade Center, Pentagon and a field in Pennsylvania, killing nearly 3,000 people.
The alleged plotters are scheduled to enter their guilty pleas in hearings scheduled for next week or during the September and October sessions of the Convening Authority for Military Commissions, according to Rugh's letter.
The plea negotiations had been underway for over two years, the letter states. The three men also agreed "to a process to respond to questions submitted" by family members of victims "regarding their roles and reasons for conducting the September 11 attacks," it adds. Family members may be able to testify during sentencing hearings, which will start in summer 2025 at the earliest, according to the letter.
Anthony Romero, the executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union, which is representing Mohammed, called the plea agreement "the right call" and "the only practical solution after nearly two decades of litigation."
"For too long, the U.S. has repeatedly defended its use of torture and unconstitutional military tribunals at Guantanamo Bay," Romero said in a statement Wednesday, adding that the plea deal "further underscores the fact that the death penalty is out of step with the fundamental values of our democratic system."
The three men, alongside two other defendants, were initially charged in 2008, but the cases were dropped in 2010 as the Obama administration sought to try them instead in New York. Military officials refiled charges against all five men in 2011, as the Obama administration shifted gears after failing to close the Guantanamo Bay detention center.
After the delays in the cases, some family members of victims believed there would never be a trial, said Terry Kay Rockefeller, a member of September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows. In 2017, Rockefeller and other members of the organization began pushing for plea agreements in the cases. They saw the deals as a way toward "judicial finality."
"We said there has to be a different way to actually obtain some kind of justice and accountability," Rockefeller said.
Her sister, Laura, an actress and singer, was helping run a conference on the 106th floor of the World Trade Center's North Tower when a plane struck the building. Wednesday's announcement was a welcome development, Rockefeller said.
"I would have liked a trial of men who hadn't been tortured, but we got handed a really poor opportunity for justice, and this is a way to verdicts and finality," Rockefeller said. "That's what I consider this."
James G. Connell III, attorney for Ali Abdul Aziz Ali, another 9/11 defendant at Guantanamo who is not covered by the deal, said Wednesday's agreements were "a critical step toward judicial finality."
Gary Brown, who was the legal adviser to the convening authority from 2017 to 2018, Harvey Rishikof, said it's time to bring the commissions to a close, adding: "They finally got around to recognizing the inevitable -- that they were never going to get to a capital sentence.''
Rishikof and Brown were in the process of negotiating guilty pleas for the 9/11 defendants in exchange for life sentences when they were fired by Pentagon officials, allegedly for mismanagement. Brown has subsequently settled a whistleblower reprisal case, whose terms are confidential.
"The plea deal with life imprisonment is the most appropriate resolution for this case" because of legal structural problems that made a death penalty conviction hard to sustain by an appellate court, Rishikof said. Those legal problems, he said, included the fact that the defense counsel was given access to only summaries of classified evidence, and that waterboarding of the defendants tainted any admissions of guilt.
Zacarias Moussaoui remains the only person convicted in a criminal court in connection with the Sept. 11 attacks. He represented himself during dramatic hearings in U.S. District Court in Alexandria, Va. -- during which he regularly shouted his allegiance to al-Qaeda -- before abruptly pleading guilty in 2005 to conspiring to kill Americans as part of the 9/11 attacks. He is serving a life sentence in a federal prison in Colorado.
The conspirators who hijacked and crashed the planes all were killed in the attacks.
Dan Lamothe and Abigail Hauslohner contributed to this report.
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Rare Outer Banks stallion euthanized after being hit by off-road vehicle
The stallion known as "Bullwinkle," one of just 200 direct descendants from Spanish explorers, died Friday night after being struck by an off-road vehicle.
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-07-31

Bullwinkle, a 10-year-old Bankers Horse, standing on a beach in Corolla, N.C., part of the Outer Banks. The stallion was killed last week after being struck by an off-road vehicle. (Corolla Wild Horse Fund)


A bay stallion bucked in a beachfront meadow in eastern North Carolina last week, trying to kick his rival, steal away the nearby mares and bring them into his own small harem.
He was one of the Outer Banks' few remaining horses descended directly from Spanish explorers' horses, a brown-haired, 10-year-old stallion named Bullwinkle. And just days later, he was buried near the same grassy field after being struck by an off-road utility vehicle late Friday night.
The richly colored bay horse was dubbed "Bullwinkle" by the nonprofit that oversees the herd during his days as a young bachelor when he banded together with other males, including one named "Rocky." He was part of Corolla, N.C.'s herd of about 100 Banker horses, a breed that can be traced back to those brought over by the Spanish in the 1500s. Just around 200 remain along the beaches of the Outer Banks, drawing flocks of sightseers to the beach, according to the Corolla Wild Horse Fund, the nonprofit that helps oversee their care and protection.
"Bullwinkle died as wild as he lived," read a social media post from the organization. "At no point did he welcome our intervention and he remained wary and defensive even as he laid on the dune unable to stand anymore. The fight drive that he was always known for never left him, right up to the end."
"He was in the prime of his life, and went from being a symbol of what it means to be wild and free to a tragic example of how irresponsible, reckless human behavior can cause pain, suffering, and irreparable damage to the herd in an instant," continued the post.
According to a Currituck County Sheriff's Office news release, law enforcement responded to a call of a horse having been struck by a utility terrain vehicle, a type of work vehicle that's a cross between a four-wheeler and golf cart. The owner of the vehicle was identified in the post as Porter Williamson, 57, of Chesapeake, Va., whom The Washington Post could not reach for comment.
According to the release, Williamson initially fled the scene and was later apprehended by officers on foot. He has been charged with "resist, delay, obstruct" and was released hours later on a $10,000 bond, according to the Currituck County Sheriff's Office.
A second person, Rhonda Williamson, faces the same charges and was released early Saturday morning on a $5,000 bond, though the agency did not disclose her involvement.
Meg Puckett, who serves as the Herd Manager for the Corolla Wild Horse Fund, told The Post she was notified late Friday night that Bullwinkle had been gravely injured and sustained significant internal trauma and damage to his rear legs.
"This group of horses is basically one of the last two groups that are left of the original Spanish stock that were bred by the Spanish for exploration," said Craig Young, Corolla Wild Horse Fund Operations Manager. Feral mustangs like the Bankers are why domestic American horses today come in such a wide variety of colors, like bay, chestnut and black, Young said. They're small, stocky and hardy, with wide hoofs to navigate sandy North Carolina beaches.
Young, who led local horse tours before beginning work at the Corolla Wild Horse Fund, said people come from all around the world to see them, with some considering the sight a bucket-list item.
Just one other herd of Banker horses exists outside Corolla, farther south on Shackleford Banks, N.C. Those horses are confined to federal land and are overseen by the National Park Service and another nonprofit, said Puckett.
The horses in Corolla are officially overseen at the county level, Puckett told The Post, and despite being the state horse of North Carolina, they lack state or federal protection. Former Rep. Walter B. Jones Jr. (R-N.C.), who died in 2019, introduced a bill in the House over a decade ago to codify the horses' protection, but it failed to pass.
Puckett said that local ordinances dictate people remain at least 50 feet away from the horses at all times, and avoid feeding them to ensure horses don't become dependent or aggressive toward humans.
"They're really good problem solvers; they think really critically," Puckett said. Unlike most other horses, which are prey animals, and are easily frightened, Banker horses are famously laid back. "They're not reactionary, they're not spooky," Puckett said. "And I think that serves them really, really well when they're surrounded by people in cars and garbage and fences."
Compared to domestic horses, Young said, "the one thing about them that's very different is that they don't need us. They've been here for 500 years figuring it out."
"They really just need us to stay out of their way."
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Ex-ballerina convicted of killing husband in 'Black Swan' trial  
Ashley Benefield was found guilty of manslaughter after a divisive trial that drew national attention.
By Kim Bellware, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Victoria Bisset | 2024-07-31

Ashley Benefield fatally shot her 58-year-old estranged husband,  Douglas Benefield, in September 2020. (Mike Lang/Sarasota Herald-Tribune/USA Today Network)


An ex-ballerina accused of killing her estranged husband was convicted of manslaughter by a Florida jury late Tuesday, closing out the dramatic case local reporters had dubbed the "Black Swan murder trial."
The Manatee County jury deliberated late into the night before finding Ashley Benefield guilty of the lesser charge of manslaughter. Benefield, 32, was originally charged with second-degree murder with a firearm after fatally shooting Douglas Benefield, her 58-year-old estranged husband, in September 2020.
Benefield, wearing a printed blouse and light-blue blazer, had no visible reaction as the verdict was read shortly before 11 p.m. local time. Defense attorney Neil Taylor did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Prosecutors argued that Benefield shot her husband as a means to get sole custody of their child, while defense lawyers said the shooting was self-defense as he menaced her.
Eva Benefield, Douglas's daughter from a previous marriage, praised the verdict in a TikTok video filmed outside the courthouse.
"After four years of waiting, my dad got the justice that he deserves," she said.
The prosecution and defense generally agreed on the couple's beginning: a chance meeting at a 2016 political event in Florida that led to a 13-day "whirlwind romance" and speedy nuptials between the former professional dancer and wealthy GOP donor, who were 24 and 54, respectively, when they met. The four-year marriage included a well-publicized failed venture to start a ballet company in South Carolina; a baby girl born during a period of estrangement; and later, accusations of domestic violence, according to court documents.
The once-intense romance curdled, and prosecutors allege Benefield attempted to resolve her failed efforts to win sole custody of their child by killing Douglas. The defense described Douglas as often armed with a "ready to fire" concealed weapon and said he had previously thrown a loaded gun at her, punched her dog, and fired at the ceiling to quiet her as he used manipulation and abuse to control his much-younger wife.
The deadly shooting unfolded at the Florida home where Benefield was living with her mother in September 2020. She was preparing for a move to Maryland, where Douglas would also move but live separately, according to court documents. The argument began in the evening, after Douglas came to the home while Benefield was packing their shared moving truck.
Benefield's defense unsuccessfully argued for the case to be set aside under Florida's "stand your ground" law, claiming Benefield fired at her estranged husband in self-defense after he refused to stop advancing toward her. Douglas had been rough with Benefield throughout the evening as she was packing, shouldering, shoving and swiping her, her attorney said during the trial.
Prosecutors argued Benefield showed no injuries save for an unrelated scrape, and said the bullet wounds on Douglas's body indicate he was not turned toward her when he was struck. They also cited Benefield's move to Florida to live with her mother during pregnancy, then giving birth without telling Douglas and trying to block him from seeing their child for the next six months.
Assistant State Attorney Suzanne O'Donnell acknowledged in her closing arguments that domestic violence is a "real problem." O'Donnell conceded that while some battered spouses are in circumstances where they must use deadly methods of self-defense, Benefield was not.
"This defendant used domestic violence and allegations of it to make progress on her goal," O'Donnell said. "And her goal was: She wanted sole custody of that child at all costs."
Ashley Benefield now awaits sentencing, where she faces a maximum of 3o years in prison.
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What to know about the Boar's Head meat recall and listeria outbreak
A listeria outbreak has killed two people and hospitalized 33 others, authorities said. Now, more than 7 million pounds of Boar's Head meats are being recalled.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-07-31

(Marlena Sloss/The Washington Post)


Boar's Head expanded its recall Tuesday to include 7 million additional pounds of deli meat the company fears may be contaminated by listeria amid a nationwide outbreak.
The recall spans 71 products and includes meat meant to be sliced at retail delis along with prepackaged meat and poultry products sold at retail locations, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Here's what you need to know.
The CDC began investigating an ongoing listeria outbreak on July 19. The USDA announced Friday the first recall of more than 200,000 pounds of Boar's Head liverwurst possibly contaminated with listeria.
That initial recall came after the Maryland Department of Health and Baltimore City Health Department collected an unopened liverwurst package from a retail store for testing as part of the wider investigation. The tests showed it contained an outbreak strain of listeria affecting liverwurst and other Boar's Head products.
On its website, Boar's Head wrote that the USDA told the company on July 29 the Strassburger brand  of liverwurst from the Virginia plant was linked to the national outbreak.
"We have also decided to pause ready-to-eat operations at this facility until further notice. As a company that prioritizes safety and quality, we believe it is the right thing to do," a note on the company's website said.

This 2002 electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows a Listeria monocytogenes bacterium. (Elizabeth White/AP)


The products being recalled were sent to stores across the United States, as well as the Cayman Islands, the Dominican Republic, Mexico and Panama. The products bear the labels "EST. 12612" or "P-12612" inside the USDA mark of inspection on the product labels, according to the agency. The recalled items include ham, hot dogs, bologna and bacon.
Customers can contact the recall hotline at 888-266-7913 with questions or concerns.
"We deeply regret that our liverwurst products were found to be adulterated with Listeria monocytogenes," the company said.
"No words can fully express our sympathies and the sincere and deep hurt we feel for the families that have suffered losses and others who endured illness," Boar's Head  wrote on its website.
Boar's Head was founded in 1905 in New York City and has become synonymous with deli meat and cheese in America.
Listeria is short for Listeria monocytogenes. Listeriosis is the bacterial sickness that makes people ill and can be fatal.
Every year about 1,600 people get sick from listeria and about 260 die, the CDC reports. Listeriosis ranks third on the list of foodborne illnesses that cause death in the United States.
Listeriosis can't be transmitted from one person to another unless a pregnant person passes it on to their fetus, according to the Cleveland Clinic.
People with listeriosis report having flu-like symptoms along with headache, stiff neck, confusion, loss of balance and convulsions, CDC officials said.
Symptoms of a severe case usually start within two weeks of eating contaminated food, but symptoms could present anywhere between the same day and 10 weeks after ingesting the bacteria, according to the agency.
Listeria, an intracellular pathogen, can go through gut lining and into blood. Then listeria in the blood can pass the brain barrier, causing serious infections.
Those who are pregnant are 10 times more likely to get a listeria infection because of increased progesterone levels that make it easier for intracellular microorganisms such as listeria to attack, research shows.
The elderly, according to the CDC, are more susceptible because their immune systems aren't robust enough to identify and eliminate harmful germs. Americans ages 65 or older are four times more likely to deal with listeria infections.
The CDC recommends people see a health-care provider about foodborne illness if they have severe symptoms such as:
Staff members at the Mayo Clinic write that symptoms of a listeria infection in a newborn can be subtle but include:
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He waited 34 years, then spent an extra week in prison. He's finally free.
Christopher Dunn had his murder conviction overturned, but his release had been halted by an appeal from Missouri's attorney general until Tuesday.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-07-31

Christopher Dunn, who was released from prison Tuesday after his murder conviction was overturned, reunites with his mother, Martha Dunn. (Laurie Skrivan/AP)


For the second week in a row, Christopher Dunn wore real underwear, the kind with an elastic band he hadn't been able to enjoy during his three decades in prison. He donned a sage green button-up shirt and a green and blue tie, preparing yet again for his release.
This time, he wouldn't have to exchange it for a prison jumpsuit minutes before he was scheduled to be set free. Instead, he went to Michael's Bar and Grill, a 10-minute drive away. He ate a cheeseburger, fries and a Greek salad.
After 34 years of incarceration for a crime a court says he didn't commit, and another week locked up after that court vacated his murder conviction, Dunn finally walked free Tuesday night.
"St. Louis, listen, it was 34 years ago that they took me away from you. It shouldn't have been this long," Dunn said at a news conference after he was released. "I never gave up because my family never gave up."
His wife, Kira Dunn, said the saga was the "highest high and lowest low" she had experienced in her life.
"We are feeling like we are still in a dream," she told The Washington Post.
Dunn's release is the culmination of a fight between his lawyers and the state attorney general that has drawn national attention. The 52-year-old was set to be freed last week after the St. Louis Circuit Court overturned his conviction in a 1990 murder and ordered his release.
Within hours of that court's ruling, Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey (R) appealed to the state's top court to keep Dunn in prison. As the Missouri Department of Corrections finalized his papers two days later, the state Supreme Court halted the release, citing Bailey's request.
The call stopping his release came as Dunn was dressed in civilian clothes, "50 feet" from the prison parking lot, Kira Dunn said. He had already thrown away his prison toothbrush.
"To hear the decision of the judge and then get prepared to leave on Wednesday, only to be brought back into the prison, it was torture," Dunn said at the news conference.
On Tuesday, the high court lifted its stay, and the St. Louis prosecutor dismissed Dunn's charges, allowing him to be set free from South Central Correctional Center in Licking, about a two-hour drive from St. Louis.
His mother, Martha Dunn, and his wife embraced him outside a St. Louis courtroom.
"We are thrilled that Chris will finally be reunited with his family after 34 years behind bars for a crime he did not commit," Dunn's legal team said in a statement. "Our joy in welcoming Chris home is tempered by the additional days and moments stolen from him by this week's proceedings."

Christopher Dunn emerges from a St. Louis courtroom with his wife, Kira, on Tuesday after being freed after 34 years in prison. (Jim Salter/AP)


Earlier this month, St. Louis Circuit Court Judge Jason Sengheiser had ruled that Dunn was wrongfully convicted of the murder of 15-year-old Ricco Rogers. He ordered the Department of Corrections to release Dunn within two days.
Sengheiser wrote that St. Louis Circuit Attorney Gabe Gore had proved Dunn's "actual innocence," after two witnesses who had identified Dunn as the killer in 1990 later recanted their testimony as adults. They said they had been coerced by police to testify.
Bailey argued that the recantations themselves had been coerced and that Dunn was really guilty. Court filings showed that Bailey advised the Department of Corrections to wait to release Dunn until the appeal played out. Dunn remained incarcerated for another six days after his scheduled release.
"Throughout the appeals process, multiple courts have affirmed Christopher Dunn's murder conviction," Madeline Sieren, Bailey's spokesperson, said in an email last week. "We will always fight for the rule of law and to obtain justice for victims."
Sieren did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday after Dunn's release.
At a news conference Tuesday before Dunn walked free, Missouri NAACP President Nimrod Chapel Jr. and other Black leaders had said Bailey had overstepped "his jurisdiction and authority." They argued that Bailey's real reasons for appealing the exoneration were politics and racism.
Political scientists had noted that Bailey is facing a primary challenge to his right from Will Scharf, an attorney who has represented Donald Trump. The former president this week praised both Scharf and Bailey on social media, saying each has his "Complete and Total Endorsement."
Charles Zug, a political science professor at the University of Missouri, said Bailey may have been trying to strengthen his "law and order" bona fides to garner support.
Dunn's attorneys, including Rachel Wester and Tricia Rojo Bushnell from the Midwest Innocence Project, and Justin Bonus and Jonathan Potts from Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner, said his freedom was "long overdue."
They noted that it was not the first time Bailey had appealed to keep someone behind bars after a court vacated their conviction. Earlier this month, Sandra Hemme was released after Bailey similarly appealed to a judge overturning her conviction before Missouri's top court allowed her release.
"Chris Dunn deserved better. Ricco Rogers and his family deserved better," the attorneys said in a statement. "As a nation, we deserve better."
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An exonerated man was '50 feet from freedom.' Then a court stopped him.
Christopher Dunn spent 34 years in prison before his murder conviction was overturned this week. An unusual appeal has delayed his leaving.
By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff | 2024-07-31

Christopher Dunn's murder conviction was overturned after he had spent more than 30 years in prison, but he is still awaiting his release as appeals battles play out. (Laurie Skrivan/AP)


Christopher Dunn was steps away from freedom.
He was wearing civilian clothes picked out months before: a sage green button-down, a blazer, and a green and blue tie that brought it all together. He had on real underwear, the kind with an elastic band that he hadn't worn in 34 years, and had thrown out his prison toothbrush. His wife would be waiting with a new one in the parking lot.
A judge had finally ruled two days earlier what Dunn had always maintained: He was wrongfully convicted of a 1990 murder.
But as the Missouri Department of Correction was finalizing his release papers Wednesday, the warden got the call. The state Supreme Court had halted the release order after the state attorney general appealed to keep Dunn in prison.
"It was probably the highest high and lowest low I can remember in my life," said Kira Dunn, who had used saved-up airline miles to fly in from California to see her husband's release. "We were completely stunned."
"He was literally 50 feet from freedom," she added.
On Monday, St. Louis Circuit Court Judge Jason Sengheiser had ruled Dunn, 52, was wrongfully convicted of the murder of 15-year-old Ricco Rogers and ordered he be released by Wednesday evening.
The judge wrote that St. Louis Circuit Attorney Gabe Gore had proved Dunn's "actual innocence," after two witnesses who had identified Dunn as the killer in 1990 later recanted their testimony as adults, saying they had been coerced by police to testify.
Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey, a Republican, argued that the recantations had been coerced and that Dunn was really guilty. Sengheiser rejected his argument, writing in his decision that, "The Attorney General provided zero evidence to support these allegations."
Within hours of that ruling, Bailey filed an appeal. Just before the Wednesday deadline to free Dunn, the state's top court stopped his release to let the appeal process play out.
That court could rule on the case and set Dunn free as soon as next week.
In the meantime, he has traded in his civilian clothes for another prison jumpsuit, his wife said.
"He had gotten rid of all his property at the prison," Kira Dunn said. "We're so hurt and, frankly, don't understand why the person who's tasked with defending the well-being of Missourians would do this."
Dunn has maintained his innocence for decades. In 2020, another judge found that a jury would likely find him not guilty based on new evidence but said he couldn't exonerate Dunn because only those on death row in Missouri were eligible for that ruling.
The state then passed a law in 2021 expanding who could seek new hearings, allowing prosecutors to bring possible wrongful-conviction cases to court when new evidence arises.
In February of this year, Gore, the St. Louis prosecutor, did just that, filing a motion seeking to vacate the guilty verdict.
Court filings show that Bailey, the state attorney general, advised the Department of Corrections to wait to release Dunn until the appeal played out.
"Throughout the appeals process, multiple courts have affirmed Christopher Dunn's murder conviction," said Madeline Sieren, Bailey's spokesperson, in an email. "We will always fight for the rule of law and to obtain justice for victims."
Sieren declined to comment further on the record, citing the pending litigation.
Dunn's case is the second time in weeks Bailey has sought to appeal an overturned conviction to the state's top court.
After another judge overturned the conviction of Sandra Hemme for a 1980 fatal stabbing on June 14, Bailey's office also told prison officials not to release the 64-year-old woman while the appeals process proceeded. Missouri's top court agreed with the vacated ruling, and the judge in that case said last week that if Hemme wasn't released, Bailey would have to appear in court himself. She was released that day.
Charles Zug, a political science professor at the University of Missouri, noted that Bailey gave little legal rationale for why Dunn shouldn't be released. He said there could be a political reason.
Bailey is facing a primary challenge to his right by attorney Will Scharf, who has represented Donald Trump. The former president has not yet made an endorsement in the race, but Zug noted that if he did, it could swing the primary. Zug said he interprets what Bailey is doing as trying to bolster his "law and order" bona fides to national party officials and garner their support.
"He seems to be throwing spaghetti at the walls trying to signal as much as possible to national Republicans that he's conservative enough," Zug said. "Unfortunately, Dunn has found himself as a chess piece here."
On Thursday, Dunn's attorneys argued in a filing to the Missouri Supreme Court that Bailey had no right to appeal the judge's ruling, and that only the prosecutor who fought for Dunn's release could do so.
"This tug-of-war should end," they wrote.
Dunn's mother, sisters and nephew had joined his wife, Kira, in Missouri to see Dunn walk out of prison Wednesday. When they found out that wouldn't be happening, Kira went inside to talk to the warden, who let her see her husband.
The light was out of Dunn's eyes, she said. They held hands. She told him it was a bump in the road, that she would be back next week waiting outside the prison, waiting for him.
"We've been waiting a long, long time," she said. "I guess we'll just keep waiting."
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What is Hezbollah, the militant group poised for war with Israel?
Israeli leaders have said they did not want to escalate the conflict with the Lebanese group. They also said the country was ready for any scenario.
By Anika Seth | 2024-08-01

Lebanon's Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah appears on a screen as he addresses his supporters during a religious procession to mark Ashura in Beirut's southern suburbs on July 17. (Aziz Taher/Reuters)


As Israel wages its offensive against Hamas in Gaza, a near-constant volley of fire between Israel and Hezbollah on the Lebanon-Israel border threatens to kick off another war.
This past weekend saw an escalation that could bring the threat of conflict even closer.  A rocket attack launched from Lebanon on Saturday killed a dozen children and teenagers in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.
Though Hezbollah denied that it was responsible for the strike, U.S. and Israeli officials attributed the attack to the militant group, and Israel retaliated by striking deep inside Lebanon on Sunday. A retaliatory Israeli airstrike on Tuesday, which killed senior Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr, hit a densely populated neighborhood on the outskirts of Beirut.
The Beirut strike was followed by the apparent assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh early Wednesday in central Tehran, an attack that Iran and Hamas blamed on Israel and which further threatened to send the Middle East into intensified violence.
Here's what to know about Hezbollah
Hezbollah is a Shiite Muslim militant organization backed by Iran and based in Lebanon. In 1985, during the Lebanese Civil War, the group established a manifesto that established a key goal to be the destruction of Israel, in response to its occupation of southern Lebanon.
Historically a minority group in Lebanon, Shiite Muslims now comprise roughly 32 percent of the country's population. While Hezbollah once could have been described as simply a proxy of Iran's Shiite theocracy, the group now has increasing popular support in Lebanon itself, especially as Shiite constituents feel marginalized and unsupported by the state.
Though Hezbollah and its allies lost their majority in Lebanon's parliament in 2022, the militant group continues to boast significant influence. The United States classifies Hezbollah as a terrorist group and holds the organization responsible for the 1983 bombings of the Beirut U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks.

Women mourn during a funeral July 31 for two children, Hassan and Amira Muhammed Fadallah, a day after they were killed in an Israeli strike on a building in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Khaled Desouki/AFP/Getty Images)


Over the weekend, Israel bombed a school-turned-shelter in Gaza and killed at least 30 Palestinians, according to local health authorities.
A rocket attack launched from Lebanon on Saturday killed at least a dozen people, all of whom were children and teenagers, in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Israel attributed the attack -- the deadliest the country has faced since Oct. 7 -- to Hezbollah, though the Lebanese militant organization was quick to deny any involvement.
In response, Israel hit Hezbollah targets deep inside Lebanon on Sunday. On Tuesday, the Israeli military carried out an airstrike in a densely packed neighborhood on the outskirts of Beirut that killed Fuad Shukr, a senior Hezbollah commander allegedly responsible for the Golan Heights attack.
Shukr had been wanted by the United States for purportedly playing "a central role" in the 1983 Beirut bombing that killed roughly 300 American and French soldiers.

Members of the Lebanese Red Cross walk toward a burning vehicle after an Israeli air raid on the town of Shamaa in southern Lebanon on Aug. 1. (Kawnat Haju/AFP/Getty Images)


Israel shares its northern border with southern Lebanon. Strikes between Hezbollah and Israel have been commonplace for decades, but the recent escalation could push Israel to wage war on two fronts, against Hamas and Lebanon.
On Oct. 8, Hezbollah said it attacked Israeli targets in Shebaa Farms, a disputed area on the border. Israel and the militant group traded fire in the days that followed, with attacks moving deeper and deeper into both Lebanon and Israel in the nearly 10 months that have followed.
As the Jewish state traded fire with the Shiite militant group, peacekeepers from the United Nations said they were working to negotiate with both parties to diffuse a "very dangerous situation." On Nov. 2, Hezbollah said it had struck 19 targets in Israel concurrently.
During a visit to the northern border last month, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel was "prepared for a very intense operation," and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant threatened to take Lebanon "back to the Stone Age." Hezbollah maintained that it would not relent until a cease-fire was reached in the Gaza Strip.

Thousands of people from the Druze community attend the funeral of 12 children and teenagers killed in a rocket attack from Lebanon, in the village of Majdal Shams in the annexed Golan Heights, on July 28. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


In a visit Monday to the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights -- the site of Saturday's deadly strike from Lebanon -- Netanyahu said Israel "will not, and cannot, ignore this," before vowing to retaliate. "Our response will come, and it will be severe."
International officials have tried to use diplomacy to stop a looming war. United States Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said Tuesday that Washington will defend Israel in the aftermath of an attack from Hezbollah, though he still hoped for a diplomatic solution.
The Israeli army is battered by almost 10 months of bloody battle against Hamas on its Gaza border. Hezbollah presents a larger, more strategic and better-armed foe than Hamas, with many wary of Israel's stamina to pursue another full-scale offensive in the north.
A war with Israel would also be costly for Hezbollah and Lebanon, both in terms of the country's likely casualty count and the possible risk to Hezbollah of losing its political influence in Lebanon.
Lebanon has been bracing for a possible full-blown war since the Saturday strike hit Golan Heights, as Beirut residents stocked up on emergency supplies in case retaliatory strikes from Israel were to hit Israel's capital. Hezbollah militants threatened to target Haifa and other Israeli cities if Beirut was hit -- which happened Tuesday.
The growing conflict could reverberate throughout the Middle East, as Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan hinted that his country could "enter" Israel if the situation called for it.
Air France, Lufthansa and Turkish Airlines were among the air carriers to cancel flights to Beirut this week, and the list of countries with advisories cautioning their citizens against visiting Lebanon continues to grow.
Hamas, the militant group responsible for the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, took control of the Gaza Strip in 2006 and is committed to eliminating Israel to establish an Arab Palestinian state.
Hezbollah and Hamas have taken opposite stances on the Syrian civil war, with Hezbollah supporting dictator Bashar al-Assad, who practices a branch of Shiite Islam, while Hamas observes Sunni Islam.
However, their strong and shared opposition to Israel's existence has brought the two groups closer together.
Hezbollah has also trained rebels of the Houthi party, a Shiite Islamist organization that emerged from Yemen in the 1990s, as well as militias in Iraq. Last month, Israel intercepted a missile from Yemen after the Israeli military struck a Houthi-controlled port there, which came in response to a rare Houthi attack on Tel Aviv the day before.
Iran's Shiite theocracy backs all three groups.
Hamas has denied any involvement from Iran and Hezbollah in planning the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel. Iran has also denied any role in the Hamas attack, though some political science professors say it is likely that Hezbollah and Iran provided Hamas with advice on launching the Oct. 7 invasion.
Hezbollah said its Oct. 8 attacks on the disputed Shebaa Farms area were launched "in solidarity" with Hamas, and at a rally in Beirut, a Hezbollah leader expressed further support. "Our hearts are with you," the militant said of Hamas. "Our history and guns and our rockets are with you."
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Live updates: Evan Gershkovich, others freed by Russia in landmark prisoner swap
The swap of at least two dozen people caps months of painstaking diplomacy involving negotiations at the highest levels of nine governments.
By Shane Harris, Mary Ilyushina, Robyn Dixon, Souad Mekhennet, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Amy B Wang, Ben Brasch, Bryan Pietsch, Ellen Nakashima, Michael Birnbaum, Ellen Francis, Anika Seth, Elahe Izadi, Mariana Alfaro, Leo Sands, Jennifer Hassan, Sammy Westfall, Cate Brown, John Hudson, Alex Horton, Manuel Roig-Franzia | 2024-08-01
The United States, Russia, Germany and four other countries swapped at least two dozen people Thursday in the largest prisoner exchange since the height of the Cold War. Those released included American journalist Evan Gershkovich, former Marine Paul Whelan, Russian dissidents and others from the United States, Germany, Poland, Slovenia, Norway, Russia and Belarus.
The exchange caps months of painstaking diplomacy involving negotiations at the highest levels of multiple governments. "The deal that secured their freedom was a feat of diplomacy," said President Biden in a statement. Russia received eight prisoners Thursday, and released 16, many of whom were unjustly accused or handed heavy sentences for minor offenses.
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U.S., Germany trade convicted assassin to Russia for political prisoners in major swap
The landmark prisoner swap freed Russians jailed in the West, including a convicted killer, for U.S. journalist Evan Gershkovich, dissident Vladimir Kara-Murza and others. 
By Shane Harris, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Mary Ilyushina, Souad Mekhennet | 2024-08-01

Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich was released on Aug. 1 in a prisoner exchange with Russia.


In the largest prisoner exchange since the height of the Cold War, officials of the United States, Russia, Germany and other countries met on an airfield in Ankara, Turkey, on Thursday and swapped at least 24 people -- capping months of painstaking diplomacy involving negotiations at the highest levels of nine governments.
Those released included a Russian assassin convicted of murder in Berlin; the American journalist Evan Gershkovich, who was accused of espionage without any known evidence; and several Russian dissidents whose only misdeed was demanding freedom and democracy or criticizing the war in Ukraine, including Vladimir Kara-Murza, a Washington Post Opinions contributor.
White House officials called it the largest and most complicated international prisoner exchange in decades, and one of the biggest diplomatic accomplishments of Joe Biden's presidency coming less than two weeks after he dropped his reelection bid under pressure over anxieties about his age and fitness for a new term. But the deal was also fraught, raising questions about the West's willingness to deal with authoritarian regimes that imprison innocent people for negotiating leverage.
In Ankara, Russia released 16 prisoners, many unjustly accused or handed heavy sentences for minor offenses, including Gershkovich, a reporter for the Wall Street Journal; Kara-Murza, who was sentenced to 25 years in prison for treason after criticizing the invasion of Ukraine; and Paul Whelan, a former U.S. Marine that Moscow insisted, despite years of denials, had been spying in Russia.
Russia also freed three Russian citizens who were allies of Alexei Navalny, the political opposition leader who died suddenly in a remote Arctic prison in February as U.S. and German officials were working on an earlier version of the exchange deal that they hoped would include his release.

Convicted Russian assassin Vadim Krasikov. (German police)



Paul Whelan, a former Marine who was accused of spying in Russia. (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)



Russian dissident and former Washington Post Opinions contributor Vladimir Kara-Murza. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)



Ksenia Fadeyeva, who led one of Alexei Navalny's regional offices in Russia. (Vladimir Nikolayev/AFP/Getty Images)


In exchange, Russia on Thursday received eight prisoners, including the convicted assassin, Vadim Krasikov, an intelligence operative on whom Russian President Vladimir Putin had been singularly fixated and who was convicted of shooting a former Chechen rebel commander, Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, to death in broad daylight in a Berlin park. The United States also freed three Russians convicted in U.S. courts of wire fraud and cybercrimes and a suspected Russian intelligence operative accused of procuring American-made electronics for use in the war in Ukraine. Other countries released Russians who had been convicted of spying.
Biden, flanked by the families at the White House, expressed joy that the prisoners were free and celebrated the work with allies that made their release possible, calling the deal "a feat of diplomacy and friendship." The president said he and the families were able to speak with the released Americans just moments before he addressed the nation from the State Dining Room.
"Their brutal ordeal is over and they're free," said Biden, who has made few public appearances since exiting the presidential race on July 21. "This is an incredible relief for all the family members gathered here. It's a relief to the friends and colleagues all across the country who've been praying for this day for a long time."
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan said the prisoner swap was one of the largest and most complex in modern times, underscoring the difficulty of negotiations given relations with Russia are badly deteriorated over the war in Ukraine. But White House officials stressed that the deal did not mark a breakthrough in relations with Russia.
"Not since the Cold War has there been a similar number of individuals exchanged in this way, and there has never, so far as we know, been an exchange involving so many countries, so many close U.S. partners and allies working together," Sullivan told reporters at a briefing Thursday. "It's the culmination of many rounds of complex, painstaking negotiations over many, many months."
He added, "In the context of the war against Ukraine and the overall degradation of our relations with Russia, securing the release of Americans detained in Russia has been uniquely challenging."
In the end, the deal hinged largely on one man: Krasikov, who was found guilty of murder three years ago.
Biden alluded to the complexity of working with Germany to secure the release of Krasikov in his remarks on Thursday.
"The demands ... required me to get some significant concessions from Germany, which they originally concluded they could not do because of the person in question," the president said, referring to Krasikov. "But everybody stepped up. ... And it matters -- to have relationships really does matter to do these things."
For months, U.S. and German officials talked through what it would take to release him, overcoming political opposition in Germany and risking the moral hazard of encouraging Russia to seize even more prisoners, knowing that the West would even trade a convicted murderer to bring their citizens home, according to U.S. and German officials involved in the negotiations.
Biden held several phone calls and in-person meetings with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz to try to secure the deal, including a rushed meeting Feb. 9 at the White House.

President Biden meets with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz at the White House in February. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Germany had been prepared to make the trade for Navalny, who recovered at a hospital in Berlin after he was poisoned in Russia with a banned nerve agent in 2020, but the opposition leader's sudden death in February sent the parties back to the drawing board. Navalny's wife and associates accused Putin of having him killed to prevent his release once Germany had signaled a deal for Krasikov was possible. The Kremlin has denied any role in Navalny's death.
In the following weeks, Sullivan, the national security adviser, tasked those who had been hammering out the deal to come up with a list of political prisoners in Russia, including democracy activists and some of Navalny's close associates, for whom Germany might consider a new trade, said a senior Biden administration official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe sensitive conversations.
Sullivan said the deal hinged on Germany's willingness to free the convicted assassin.
"It became clear that the Russians would not agree to the release of these individuals without an exchange that included Vadim Krasikov, a Russian criminal who was in German custody and not someone we could offer ourselves," Sullivan said. "That required extensive diplomatic engagement with our German counterparts, starting at the top with the president himself."
Most of Navalny's closest associates had long ago fled Russia and his network had shut down, but the heads of three of his former regional offices imprisoned on extremism charges were released in Thursday's exchange: Lilia Chanysheva, 42, who ran the office in Bashkortostan; Vadim Ostanin, 47, the head of the office in Barnaul; and Ksenia Fadeyeva, 32, who led the office in Tomsk. Fadeyeva was with Navalny in August 2020, helping him make a political film hours before he was poisoned with the nerve agent at his Tomsk hotel.
Chanysheva had been sentenced to 71/2 years, but in April her term was extended by two years, and Fadeyeva was sentenced to 91/2 years. Also included in the deal was Ilya Yashin, a longtime political opposition leader and friend of Navalny's since their earliest days in politics as fellow members of Yabloko, a liberal political party, in the early 2000s.
The earlier planned swap of Krasikov and Navalny had also included Whelan and Gershkovich. They were finally freed in Thursday's deal, along with Kara-Murza and Alsu Kurmasheva, a Russian American journalist for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), the editorially independent, U.S.-financed media organization.
In turn for releasing the journalists and political activists, Russia received people convicted of serious crimes, including Vadim Konoshchenok, who was charged by the Justice Department with smuggling U.S. technology for the Russian military; Roman Seleznev, who was convicted of orchestrating a cyberattack on thousands of U.S. businesses; and Vladislav Klyushin, a businessman with links to the Kremlin who was sentenced to nine years in a U.S. prison for taking part in a $93 million insider trading scheme that involved hacking corporate networks.
While Thursday's exchange was unusually complex, the Biden administration has had notable success -- and drawn sharp criticism -- with previous deals.
In September 2023, Iran traded five imprisoned Americans for five Iranians jailed on charges of crimes in the United States and the release of $6 billion in frozen oil funds held in South Korea -- a deal denounced by Republicans as overly favorable to Tehran.
In December 2022, Biden agreed to free convicted Russian arms dealer Viktor Bout, nicknamed "the Merchant of Death," who was serving a 25-year sentence in U.S. federal prison, for the American WNBA star Brittney Griner, who was sentenced to 91/2 years in Russia for possessing vape cartridges containing less than one gram of cannabis oil. Marijuana even for medical purposes is banned in Russia.

American basketball star Brittney Griner gets off a plane in San Antonio in December 2022 after she was released from a Russian prison. (Suzanne Cordeiro/AFP/Getty Images)


Critics said the White House had prioritized the basketball player over Whelan and others because of her celebrity, and also noted the extreme imbalance in the severity of crimes for which she and Bout had been convicted.
The deal was controversial even within the Biden administration. Releasing a convicted trafficker whose weapons fueled numerous conflicts across the Global South and who supported violent regimes and militant groups in exchange for someone who committed a minor offense was criticized by some officials as disproportionate.
The Griner exchange was especially painful because U.S. officials failed to secure the release of Whelan, who had been left behind in several exchanges already. Whelan, Griner and Gershkovich were all designated by the State Department as "wrongfully detained," meaning the government committed extra resources to secure their release.
Over the next year and a half, Russia arrested a number of Americans, with many tried in closed trials on charges that have not been supported by any evidence.
In Germany, the negotiations that led to Thursday's exchange were initially met with internal resistance, with some officials worried that Russia -- and other regimes hostile to the West -- would view the exchange as precedent-setting and incentive to arrest more innocent people, including Germans, in a bid to free violent criminals.
"For us this was of course a very complicated maneuver," a high-ranking German official involved in the negotiations said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. "What do you do when this becomes a business model?"
Meeting Navalny's widow, Yulia Navalnaya, and members of Gershkovich's family helped sway German officials. Securing the release of former Navalny associates and five German or dual nationals held by Russia and its close ally Belarus were also key to getting Berlin back on board.
Germany's side of the deal involved bringing home Kevin Lik, 19, who was jailed for treason; Patrick Schoebel, arrested for traveling with marijuana; and Dieter Voronin, who was implicated in a complicated espionage case against Russian journalist Ivan Safronov that has been denounced by Kremlin critics as fabricated. Also freed were German Moyzhes, a German Russian lawyer accused of treason; and Rico Krieger, who was convicted of terrorism in Belarus and sentenced to death but pardoned unexpectedly this week by President Alexander Lukashenko.
Before Thursday's swap, there were nearly a dozen U.S. citizens and dual nationals held in Russian prisons. And once again, not all Americans are coming home.
Russia was unwilling to release Marc Fogel, an American schoolteacher who was arrested nearly three years ago by Russian authorities for entering the country with medical marijuana, the senior administration official said, stressing that the United States was still working to secure his release. The White House notified Fogel's family that he would not be part of the deal on Thursday morning, the official said.
Also still imprisoned in Russia are Gordon Black, an active-duty U.S. staff sergeant previously based in South Korea; and Ksenia Karelina, a beautician from California who is a dual citizen.
Black was arrested on May 2 in Vladivostok, where he had followed his Russian girlfriend, violating a U.S. military prohibition on travel to Russia. He was convicted of stealing about $100 from her and sentenced to three years and nine months.
Karelina was arrested in February when she arrived in Russia to visit family. According to Russian media, Karelina was questioned at the airport by border guards, who found in her phone a record of her transferring $51.80 to a charity fund that buys medical equipment for first responders in Ukraine. She has been charged with treason, punishable by up to 20 years in prison.
Sullivan called the families of Gershkovich, Whelan, Kurmasheva and Kara-Murza over the past two days to inform them that the deal was underway and to invite them to the White House.
Putin, in a February interview with former Fox News television host Tucker Carlson, hinted that he would be willing to exchange Gershkovich of the Wall Street Journal, who was arrested in March 2023 and accused of espionage, for Krasikov, whom he described as acting out of "patriotic" duty.
The first concrete signs that a deal was once again in the works, however, came last month when a hearing in Gershkovich's closed trial in the city of Yekaterinburg was suddenly moved forward by a month. Within two days, he was convicted and sentenced to 16 years in prison for espionage -- an extraordinarily rushed process for a spying case in Russia. Gershkovich, his employer and the State Department have vehemently denied the Russian charges against him.
On the same day, Kurmasheva was also convicted of spreading false information about the Russian military and sentenced to 61/2 years.
Then earlier this week, prisoners in Russia accused of political crimes suddenly started disappearing from the penal colonies where they were being held, with lawyers and relatives unable to contact them and no information about their whereabouts.
Plane spotters noted that special government jets, part of the "Rossia" flight squadron operated by the presidential administration, had been traversing between Moscow and several regions where prisoners were held.
The willingness of the White House to broker deals with Russia, despite the war in Ukraine and a deeply deteriorated relationship between the two powers, is certain to come under further scrutiny.
Some exchanges have been relatively straightforward. In April 2022, Trevor Reed, a U.S. citizen and former Marine who had been detained in Russia since 2019, returned home. In exchange, Russia got Konstantin Yaroshenko -- a Russian pilot convicted of cocaine smuggling on a large scale.
But in other cases, Putin has shown that exchanges do not stop him from seeking revenge on those released. In 2010, Sergei Skripal, a former Russian military intelligence officer convicted of spying for Britain, was released in a prisoner exchange that included Russian operatives known as "the illegals" who had been living under false identities in the United States.
In 2018, Russian operatives went to England, where Skripal was living, and tried to kill him using the same class of nerve agent used to poison Navalny in Tomsk two years later.
Gershkovich was the first U.S. journalist arrested in Russia since the Cold War. Despite being accredited as a journalist by Russia's foreign ministry, he was accused of spying on a military factory in the Sverdlosk region on orders of the CIA. No evidence against him was made public.
Kurmasheva, the RFE/RL journalist, who holds U.S. and Russian passports, was detained in June 2023 after a trip home to Russia to visit her ailing mother. She was convicted under Russia's wartime fake-news law, which bans the broadcasting or posting of any information about the war in Ukraine other than official propaganda.
In 2023, a court sentenced Kara-Murza, a longtime opposition politician and Post Opinions contributor who this year was awarded a Pulitzer Prize, to 25 years in prison for treason, charges based on his criticism of Russia's war against Ukraine. It was the harshest penalty yet for an opponent of the war, which Kara-Murza condemned as "unfounded, illegal and politically motivated."
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Live updates: Israel says Hamas top military commander killed; Hamas political leader mourned in Iran
Mohammed Deif, the leader of Hamas's armed wing, was killed in Gaza in July, the IDF said. Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Iran.
By Rachel Pannett, Frances Vinall, Susannah George, Adela Suliman, Victoria Bisset, Anika Seth, Suzan Haidamous, Lior Soroka, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Lyric Li, Sammy Westfall, Niha Masih, Louisa Loveluck, Miriam Berger, Shira Rubin, Sarah Dadouch, Kareem Fahim, Jintak Han, Dan Lamothe, Michael Birnbaum, Karen DeYoung, Steve Hendrix, Missy Ryan | 2024-08-01
The Israel Defense Forces said Thursday that Mohammed Deif, a top Hamas military leader, was killed in Israeli strikes in Khan Younis, southern Gaza, in July. The news of Deif's death came as thousands gathered in Iran for the funeral for Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was assassinated Wednesday. Hamas and Iran both blamed Israel and vowed revenge, though Israel has declined to comment on the operation. At the funeral for senior Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr, who was killed in an Israeli airstrike in Beirut, the militant group's leader warned of a "new stage" in the conflict. Israel "has to wait for the anger of the honorable people in this nation," Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah told mourners. Secretary of State Antony Blinken issued a tough demand to "all parties" in the Gaza conflict to stop taking escalatory actions as tensions in the Middle East threaten to spill over into all-out war. 
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U.K. stabbing suspect's name released to stem misinformation, judge says
Axel Rudakubana, 17, was charged with murder and attempted murder in the case of an attack on a Taylor Swift-themed dance class in Southport, England.
By William Booth | 2024-08-01

A sketch shows the stabbing suspect on Thursday at the Crown Court in Liverpool, England. (Elizabeth Cook/AP)


LONDON -- Britain got a name and a look Thursday at the 17-year-old charged with murdering three young girls and attempting to kill 10 others in a mass stabbing at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class earlier this week.
A judge agreed to lift the anonymity usually provided to minors in part to curb the speculation and misinformation that has sparked violent clashes in four cities between far-right, anti-immigrant rioters and police.
The defendant's name is Axel Rudakubana. He is not an asylum seeker, nor did he recently arrive in Britain by crossing the English Channel illegally in a raft, as incorrect and misleading social media posts had asserted. Nor was he a refugee on a watch list.
He was born in Cardiff, Wales. His parents are originally from Rwanda. They have been living in Southport, the English seaside town where the attacks took place. He has attended British schools his whole life, according to news reports, and enjoyed acting and judo. Police have not reported a motive for the crimes that have dominated the headlines this week.
Rudakubana appeared briefly Thursday in two courtrooms in Liverpool. In the youth court, he was charged with three counts of murder and 10 counts of attempted murder. In the Crown Court, the anonymity order was removed, allowing the news media to name him.
In one moment, Rudakubana smiled briefly at reporters assembled on the benches, but he spent most of the short hearing hiding his face behind the raised collar of his sweatshirt, according to accounts from journalists in the courtroom.
Two sketch artists in the courtroom produced images, now widely distributed in Britain. In one, his head is bent, his face unseen. In the other, just his eyes are visible above the sweatshirt.
In Britain, minors under 18 are usually not named by police or courts. But there are exceptions, for serious crimes and those that are of great public interest.
In the Crown Court, the recorder of Liverpool, Judge Andrew Menary, agreed to lift the anonymity order, reasoning that the "idiotic rioting" after the stabbing attack showed the release of the defendant's name to be in the public interest, according to the Press Association report from inside the hearing.

Protesters clash with police officers during a far-right demonstration near 10 Downing Street in London on Wednesday. (Benjamin Cremel/AFP/Getty Images)


Menary said the "balance clearly comes down in favor of the public interest in allowing full reporting of these proceedings."
The judge said that continued anonymity ran the risk of "allowing others who are up to mischief to continue to spread disinformation in a vacuum."
Rudakubana is also set to turn 18 on Wednesday, when his name would probably have been released anyway, which could provide an "additional excuse for a fresh round of public disorder," the judge said.
Rudakubana is accused of murdering Alice Dasilva Aguiar, 9, Bebe King, 6, and Elsie Dot Stancombe, 7, with a curved kitchen knife on Monday after entering the dance class.
Eight other children suffered knife wounds -- with five of them left in critical condition. Two adults -- the dance instructor and a neighbor who came to their aid -- were also critically hurt. Both adults have been hailed as heroes.
After the attacks, misleading posts and false rumors about the attacker's identity were spread and amplified. On Tuesday night, after the town held a peaceful vigil, a group of 200 to 300 rioters threw bricks at police, injuring more than 50 officers, while smashing the windows of a mosque and torching a police van.
More riots occurred on Wednesday night in London, Hartlepool, Manchester and Aldershot. In London alone, more than 100 people were arrested near Downing Street, where Britain's new prime minister, Keir Starmer, lives and works.
On Thursday, Starmer met with police chiefs at Downing Street. At a news conference, he called the protesters "a gang of thugs" and promised that police would have the tools to fight back, with wider use of facial recognition technology, for example, to pursue criminal prosecutions.
"Let's be very clear about this. It's not protest. It's not legitimate. It's crime. Violent disorder. An assault on the rule of law and the execution of justice," said Starmer, a former criminal prosecutor.
He also warned social media companies: "Violent disorder, clearly whipped up online, that is also a crime, it's happening on your premises, and the law must be upheld everywhere."
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A list of people freed in prisoner swap deal with Russia
Journalists, including Evan Gershkovich, and political activists were released by Russia for spies and a convicted assassin. 
By Mary Ilyushina, Robyn Dixon, Sammy Westfall, Cate Brown | 2024-08-01
It's the largest international prisoner exchange since the Cold War. Through this complicated deal, journalists, a former U.S. Marine and political activists were freed by Russia in exchange for the release of a convicted Russian assassin imprisoned in Germany and several Russian intelligence operatives and hackers held in the United States and Europe. Below is a complete list of who was released as well as the Americans still being held in Russia.

Evan Gershkovich (Natalia Kolesnikova/AFP/Getty Images)


Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, 32, was working as a correspondent in Moscow in March 2023 when Russian security forces detained him on charges of espionage. Russian prosecutors said he "collected secret information" about the Uralvagonzavod military factory in Russia's Yekaterinburg region while "on assignment from the CIA." The White House says the charges were wholly fabricated and declared him wrongfully detained -- a designation that commits the U.S. government to work for his release.
The case made him the first American journalist formally accused of being a spy in the country since the Cold War. His closed-door trial with secret evidence began in June, and by mid-July he was sentenced to 16 years in prison.
In June, John Kirby, the national security spokesman for the White House, reiterated: "Evan has never been employed by the United States government. Evan is not a spy. Journalism is not a crime."
Read more on Gershkovich here.

Paul Whelan (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


A Marine who became a corporate security executive, Paul Whelan, 54, had been detained in Russia since 2018 -- among the longest-held and most high-profile  of the Americans  detained in Russia. He has citizenship in four countries: the United States, Canada, Britain and Ireland.
While he was visiting Russia to attend a wedding in late 2018, the Russian Federal Security Service arrested him on accusations of espionage.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov accused him  of being caught "red-handed" during a spy mission where he was to retrieve a flash drive with sensitive information. His attorney at the time said his client unwittingly received the flash drive during the visit.  Whelan has maintained his innocence throughout, saying that  he was framed and thought the drive contained holiday photos from a friend.  The State Department has also declared Whelan wrongfully detained.
In 2020, Whelan was sentenced to 16 years of hard labor in a prison colony.
Read more on Whelan here.

Alsu Kurmasheva (Alexey Nasyrov/Reuters)


The same day Gershkovich was sentenced in July, a Russian court convicted Alsu Kurmasheva, 47, a Prague-based editor with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, of spreading false information about Russia's military. The Russian American journalist was sentenced to 61/2 years in prison.
She had been living in Prague with her husband, Pavel Butorin, and two teenage daughters, Bibi and Miriam, but she was detained in Russia in June 2023 at the end of a trip to see her ailing mother. Officials confiscated both of her passports, preventing her from returning home. During Kurmasheva's detention, Butorin and his daughters would send postcards, but her responses became increasingly infrequent and censored, the family said.
Read more on Kurmasheva here.

Vladimir Kara-Murza (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)


One of Russia's most courageous opposition figures, Vladimir Kara-Murza returned to Russia in April 2022, although friends begged him not to. Kara-Murza, a contributing columnist for the Washington Post, was arrested after his return for speaking out against the war in Ukraine in speeches in the United States and was charged with treason. He rejected the charges as "unfounded, illegal and politically motivated."
Kara-Murza continued to campaign against President Vladimir Putin and the war in columns for The Post written in prison. He previously had been poisoned twice -- by Russian authorities, he believes -- and developed a nerve condition known as polyneuropathy. His 25-year sentence and poor health meant he probably faced death in prison.
In a recent column, with the headline "I am not a foreign agent," he wrote that he faces more charges on top of the 25-year term. "But it appears the Russian state is not done with me yet."
Read more on Kara-Murza here.

Lilia Chanysheva (AP)


Lilia Chanysheva, 42, the head of opposition leader Alexei Navalny's regional office in Bashkortostan, was convicted in a closed trial last year on extremism charges. Navalny died in prison in February under mysterious circumstances.
She had worked at top international accounting firms PricewaterhouseCoopers and Deloitte in Moscow before returning to Bashkortostan to expose local corruption in videos that went viral. She was blocked from running for local office and harassed by security agents.
In a statement to the court, Chanysheva called her trial political and begged the judge to be lenient to give her a chance to be a mother. "If you put me in jail for 12 years, I will be too old to bear a child," Chanysheva said. She was sentenced to 71/2 years in prison. Her prison term was extended by two more years in April.

Ksenia Fadeyeva (Vladimir Nikolayev/AFP/Getty Images)


Ksenia Fadeyeva, 32, is a Russian dissident who joined Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny's team because she said she wanted to change Russia.
"I love my country, but I know something is wrong here," she told The Post in a 2021 interview in the Siberian city of Tomsk.
Fadeyeva was the head of Navalny's team in Tomsk. She was with Navalny in August 2020, helping him make a political film hours before he was poisoned with a chemical nerve agent at his Tomsk hotel, which almost killed him. She was detained in December 2021 after Navalny's political group was labeled as "extremist."
In December last year, she was sentenced to nine years in prison on extremism charges.

Oleg Orlov (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


Oleg Orlov, at 71, is one of Russia's oldest political prisoners. He is a dissident whose activism dates back to Soviet times, when he illegally printed and distributed pamphlets opposing the Soviet Union's war in Afghanistan. He is the co-chair of one of Russia's storied human rights organizations, Memorial, which was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022.
Orlov was charged with "discrediting" the Russian military after publishing an article in 2022 criticizing Russia's war in Ukraine. He refused to participate in his trial and sat in court reading Franz Kafka's "The Trial," a novel about the surreal helplessness of a man arrested and executed after doing nothing wrong and without ever knowing the allegations against him.
In his speech to the court, Orlov said that unlike the novel's protagonist, "we do know the real reason why we're being detained, tried, arrested, sentenced and killed. We are being punished for daring to criticize the authorities."

Ilya Yashin (Dmitry Serebryakov/AP)


Ilya Yashin, one of Russia's most prominent opposition figures, was close to Alexei Navalny and Boris Nemtsov, two opposition leaders. Nemtsov was assassinated near the Kremlin in 2015.
Yashin, 41, was jailed for 81/2 years after criticizing Russia's war on Ukraine  After the sentencing, he told the court, "I do not regret anything." In prison, he has been  repeatedly sent to punishment cells, but he continues to communicate with the outside world through his lawyers, who convey his social media posts.
Last week, he told the story of a cellmate whose father volunteered to fight in Ukraine, was twice wounded and then went missing in a front-line assault.
"The hell that was never meant to be. A war that should never have been started," Yashin posted.

Kevin Lik (Family photo)


At 19, German-born Kevin Lik is one of Russia's youngest prisoners accused of treason. He grew up near Cologne until the age of 12, when his Russian mother moved with him to the city of Maykop, in southern Russia.
The country's Federal Security Service accused him of photographing military sites in the region as a minor  late in 2021, shortly before the Ukraine invasion, and sending them to a foreign state. He was convicted of treason and sentenced to four years in prison in a closed trial.

Rico Krieger (Belteleradio Company/Reuters)


In a surprise move Tuesday, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko pardoned Rico Krieger, a German citizen who had been sentenced to death in Belarus on terrorism charges.
Krieger, 30, appeared last week in a heavily choreographed 17-minute interview on a state television channel after his conviction, confessing to planting explosives near a railway line last year on the orders of the Security Service of Ukraine. He said the agency also told him to photograph military sites.
Krieger's trial was murky, with no independent media coverage or public evidence presented. His unexpected pardon came hours after he formally requested it.
Voronin is a political scientist who holds dual Russian-German citizenship. He was detained in 2021 by Russian security officers in connection to a treason case against journalist and former adviser to the head of the Russian space agency, Ivan Safronov.
According to Safronov's lawyer, Russian investigators accused the journalist of passing information about Russian military personnel in Syria to Voronin in 2015 in exchange for $248. They also alleged that Voronin, in turn, passed the information to employees of a university in Zurich and the German foreign intelligence service, the BND.
Russian business daily Kommersant reported that Voronin initially admitted wrongdoing but then reversed his statements. Last year, Voronin was sentenced to more than 13 years in prison, while Safronov was sentenced to 22 years in 2022.
In many ways the case of Patrick Schobel, a German national, mirrors that of WNBA star Brittney Griner. He was arrested at the Pulkovo International Airport in St. Petersburg when customs officers found six gummy bears containing cannabis in his luggage.
He was charged with drug smuggling, a sentence carrying up to seven years. Like Griner's, Schobel's case raised fears that Russian authorities were amping up arrests of foreigners as bargaining chips in a prisoner exchange. He was arrested on Feb. 14, just five days after  Putin showed his desire for an exchange involving convicted Russian assassin Vadim Krasikov - who was being held in Germany - during an interview with right-wing commentator Tucker Carlson.
German Moyzhes, a Russian-German lawyer who was the managing partner of a consultancy that helped Russians obtain European residency permits, was detained in St. Petersburg in late May and charged with treason in a secretive case, Tass reported.
Moyzhes, 39, was also a founder of the St. Petersburg cycling movement and director of an organization that develops the city's cycling infrastructure, Tass added.
Moyzhes grew up mostly in Germany, according to Reuters, before returning to Russia about six years ago.
Another associate of Navalny, Vadim Ostanin was convicted on extremism charges last year and sentenced to nine years in a penal colony. He was the head of a local branch of Navalny's team in the Siberian city of Barnaul.
Ostanin was detained in 2021 after Navalny's organization was labeled as "extremist" by Russia's government.
After Navalny's death,  the State Department's human rights bureau made a social media post to "remember his associates now serving sentences on politically motivated charges stemming from the baseless designation of his movement as 'extremist.'" Along with a photo of Ostanin, the State Department said "independent thought" is not a crime and "jailing opposition voices will not hide the Kremlin's crimes."

Andrei Pivovarov (AP)


Andrei Pivovarov, 42, a St. Petersburg opposition figure and head of the defunct rights group Open Russia, planned to run in Russian parliamentary elections in September 2022, but in May that year, he was on a plane awaiting takeoff for Warsaw when masked Federal Security Service agents boarded and dragged him away. He was charged with running an "undesirable organization," a designation used by Russian authorities to crush opposition groups, and was sentenced to four years in prison in July 2022.
He ran for election anyway - from behind bars in a courtroom.
As the only political prisoner to run for election in Russian history, he knew he would lose, but his unusual campaign drew stark attention to Russian authorities' strategy of rigging elections by barring almost all opposition candidates, key to Putin's grip on power.

Sasha Skochilenko (Dmitri Lovetsky/AP )


Alexandra Skochilenko, a pacifist Russian artist and musician with no prior history of political activism, was sentenced to seven years in prison by a St. Petersburg court in November 2023, for an antiwar protest: covering five supermarket price tags with stickers giving information about Russia's war against Ukraine.
"The Russian army bombed an art school in Mariupol where about 400 people were hiding from shelling," read one. And another: "Weekly inflation reached a new high not seen since 1998 because of our military actions in Ukraine. Stop the war."
A shopper alerted the police, and the musician was arrested in April 2022 and charged with spreading "fake news" about the military.
At a St. Petersburg court during her sentencing, Skochilenko, wearing one of her trademark bright  shirts with a red heart emblazoned on the front, told the judge: "Everyone sees and knows that you are not judging a terrorist. You are not judging an extremist. You are not even judging a political activist. You are judging a pacifist."

Vadim Krasikov (German police)


Vadim Krasikov, 58, is a convicted Russian assassin who had been serving a life sentence in Germany for the 2019 murder of a former Chechen fighter in a Berlin park.
Krasikov, who operated in Germany under the name "Vadim Sokolov," shot Zelimkhan Khangoshvili three times in Berlin after tailing him on a bicycle. He is accused of using the same tactic in a 2013 murder in a Moscow suburb, although official charges were withdrawn.
Krasikov was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison in a Berlin court in 2021. The killing, German prosecutors said, was a political murder ordered by the Kremlin. The "state-sponsored murder," Germany said, was a "serious violation of German law and Germany's sovereignty."
Read more about Krasikov here.

Vladislav Klyushin (U.S. Attorney's Office/AP)


Vladislav Klyushin, 42, is a Russian businessman with ties to the Kremlin. In September 2023, he was sentenced to nine years in a U.S. prison after being convicted of participating in a $93 million insider trading scheme that involved hacking corporate computer networks.
In Russia, Klyushin opened an information technology company called M-13 that did work for the Russian government. He was arrested in Switzerland in 2021 after arriving on a private jet just before a helicopter was supposed to take him to nearby ski resort. He is believed to have pocketed at least $34 million in the scheme, according to the Justice Department.
The son of a Russian legislator, Roman Seleznev was convicted in 2016 by a U.S. federal court in Washington State for orchestrating a cyberattack on thousands of American businesses. He infiltrated point-of-sale systems to steal and sell credit card information, leading to a loss of $169 million for financial institutions.
In 2017, he received a 27-year prison sentence, the longest ever imposed for hacking in the United States. That same year, Seleznev also admitted to involvement in a racketeering operation in Nevada and a conspiracy to commit bank fraud in Georgia, for which he was given two 14-year sentences, to be served concurrently with his Washington sentence.

Vadim Konoschenok (U.S. Department of Justice)


Vadim Konoshchenok, a Russian citizen with alleged connections to Russia's Federal Security Service, was arrested in Estonia and extradited to the United States on July 13, 2023.
U.S. officials stated that Konoshchenok smuggled American-made electronics and ammunition to support Moscow's war efforts in Ukraine, using front companies to hide his operations and violating U.S. sanctions. He is believed to have been part of a complex transnational criminal scheme coordinated by Russian intelligence services.
Artem Dultsev and Anna Dultseva -- a Russian couple who posed as Argentine expats living an ordinary life in Slovenia -- were sentenced to 19 months each in the Slovenian capital after they pleaded guilty to espionage.
They were accused of operating as deep-cover agents for Russia's foreign intelligence services. The husband, who ran an IT company, went by the name Ludwig Gisch. The wife, who had an online art gallery, went by Maria Rosa Mayer Munos. It was all a cover for their Russian intelligence jobs.
The couple was arrested in December 2022 and released on Wednesday for time served, according the Associated Press.
Polish authorities announced they had arrested Pavel Rubtsov, who also goes by the name Pablo Gonzalez, on suspicion that he was conducting intelligence activities in 2022, alleging that he was posing as a journalist while working for Russia's military intelligence agency.  The Spanish-Russian national was covering the war in Ukraine for Spanish media, along the Ukrainian border, when he was detained.
In February, Reporters Without Borders marked his second year in custody, urging Poland to substantiate its allegations and release Gonzalez as he awaits trial.
"In a European Union (EU) country, it is highly unusual to keep a journalist in detention for two years without a trial and on secret charges. We urge the Polish judicial authorities to release Pablo Gonzalez before he can defend himself in court," said Pavol Szalai, the head of the E.U. and Balkans region for Reporters Without Borders.
In October 2022, Norwegian domestic security authorities arrested a man who entered the country claiming to be a Brazilian academic working on Arctic security issues, on suspicion of being a Russian spy. In Norway, he called himself Jose Assis Giammaria and worked at a local university in the Arctic city of Tromso. Norwegian investigators later identified him as Mikhail Valerievich Mikushin of Russia.
Weeks before his arrest, the man had attended a seminar on hybrid threats including about a response to a gas pipeline explosion, local media reported. At the time, the Nord Stream pipelines in the Baltic Sea had recently been damaged in explosions.
Marc Fogel, a teacher at the Anglo-American School of Moscow who spent 27 years teaching overseas, nearly didn't return to Russia in 2021 after almost a decade at the school. But he and his wife, Jane, agreed to spend one more year in Moscow before retiring.
Following summer break, he was arrested at the airport in August 2021 and charged with smuggling a small quantity of cannabis-- prescribed in the United States for back pain but banned in Russia. He was given a 14-year jail term and has been teaching English to prisoners.
The Pittsburgh-area native felt ignored by the U.S. government during the last prisoner swap, but he has tried to maintain a positive outlook, family members said. In a letter to his wife, he wrote: "I have lots of love, positive energy to give back to my community in the future."

Robert Romanov Woodland (Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP)


Robert Romanov Woodland, 32, who was born in Russia and adopted as a toddler by an American couple in 1993, was sentenced in July to 121/2 years in prison on  drug charges. The dual citizen moved back to Russia in 2020 and worked as an English teacher, according to a Facebook profile with his name and birthdate. "The truth is that I am not an American at all, but a Russian," he told the Moscow newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda in 2020.

Gordon Black (Pavel Korolyov/AFP/Getty Images)


U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black  seemed smitten with Russian woman Alexandra Vashchuk, with whom he started a romantic relationship while  stationed in South Korea. When she returned to the Far Eastern Russian city of Vladivostok, the lovestruck American soldier followed her earlier this year without notifying his commanders.
In June, a Russian court found him guilty of stealing 10,000 rubles ($120) from Vashchuk and threatening to kill her, state media reported. He was sentenced to nearly four years in a Russian penal colony
The Russian news agencey, Interfax, reported that the couple got into a fight in their shared apartment during which he allegedly grabbed her by the neck and took her money; Black said that the woman began hitting him and that he needed the money for a hotel room.

Robert Gilman (Andrey Arhipov/Sputnik/AP)


Former U.S. Marine Robert Gilman of Massachusetts had been serving 31/2 years in Russia -- reduced from 41/2 -- for kicking a police officer while drunk in the western Russian city of Voronezh. Gilman told the court that he did not remember the incident but that he apologized to the officer at the time. While serving that sentence, he was handed down new charges of attacking prison guards and an investigator in 2024, the Moscow Times reported.
Gilman had gone to Russia to study and obtain citizenship, his lawyers told Russian state news agency Tass.

Ksenia Karelina (Associated Press)


Russia's Federal Security Service announced the arrest of 33-year-old Ksenia Karelina -- a ballerina-turned-esthetician at a Beverly Hills spa in Los Angeles -- on treason charges in February, accusing her of collecting funds for a Ukrainian organization that was aiding the Ukrainian military.
Karelina's boyfriend Chris Van Heerden, whom she lived with in West Los Angeles, gifted her a ticket back to Russia in December to visit family for her birthday.
Upon her arrival, Russian authorities confiscated her phone, she told Van Heerden, and she didn't return after she tried to retrieve it from government officials weeks later, as reported by the Los Angeles Times. Independent Russian legal advocacy group Department One said Karelina was accused of transferring $51.80 to a charity fund that buys medical equipment for Ukrainian first responders.
Texas resident David Barnes was sentenced in February to 21 years in prison on charges that he abused his two sons in the United States. The allegations had been investigated in Texas, but authorities said they found no grounds for the charges.
Amid custody proceedings in the United States, Barnes's Russian ex-wife allegedly violated a court order by taking their two children to Russia in 2019. He was arrested after going to visit his children there.

Eugene Spector (Igor' Ivanko/Kommersant Publishing House/AP)


Russian-born U.S. citizen Eugene Spector, an executive at a medical-device company, had already been serving a 31/2-year prison sentence for bribery when he was handed an additional and more severe charge of espionage in 2023.
He had pleaded guilty to enabling a bribe to an aide of a former Russian deputy prime minister. That aide, Anastasia Alekseyeva, was sentenced to 12 years for taking bribes around 2015 that came in the form of expensive vacations to Thailand and the Dominican Republic, Tass reported. Details of the espionage charges were not made public.
Michael Travis Leake -- an American expatriate, former paratrooper and frontman of Moscow-based rock band Lovi Noch -- was arrested in June 2023 on charges of selling drugs and sentenced a year later to 13 years in a maximum-security prison colony.
In a 2014 episode of the television series "Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown," Leake, then a band manager, spoke out against the repression of free speech in Russia, alleging that an episode from a separate documentary featuring his band was cut because of Kremlin interference.
"This was a documentary series about musicians standing up and risking their lives in some cases to stand up against government abuse of power, government corruption," he said. "And yet, a foreign government was able to editorially control what American viewers see on their TV screens. That to me is a scandal of epic proportion."
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Who is Vadim Krasikov, the Russian hit man at the center of the deal?
A convicted Russian assassin, Vadim Krasikov had long been floated in a potential swap to free American journalist Evan Gershkovich.
By Leo Sands, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-08-01

A portrait of Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, a Chechen war veteran shot dead by Vadim Krasikov in Berlin in 2019, stands among images of other purported victims of the Russian government at a protest camp of pro-Ukrainian activists on Aug. 10, 2022, in Berlin. Krasikov was freed Thursday as part of a prisoner exchange. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


For years, the Kremlin had hinted that when it came to any potential prisoner swaps with the United States and its allies, there was one key name on its list: Vadim Krasikov.
A convicted Russian assassin, Krasikov had been serving a life sentence in Germany for the 2019 murder of a Chechen dissident in a Berlin park. A German court deemed that Krasikov most likely killed his victim at the behest of the FSB, the Russian intelligence agency.
On Thursday, Krasikov was freed as part of a wide-ranging prisoner swap between Russia and the United States and its allies. The deal also saw several Americans held by Russia freed, including Evan Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journal reporter who had been held in Russia since March 2023.
Max Bergmann, director of the Europe, Russia, and Eurasia program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington-based think tank, said Moscow has been so intent on securing Krasikov's release because it would send a firm message that the Kremlin will go far to protect its loyal footmen.
"It's a very high-profile case," Bergmann said in an interview conducted before the news of the prisoner swap, adding that the case displayed Russia's global reach in its pursuit of dissidents. "What it signals is if you're a dissident of Russia and living in the West, that Russia can get to you."
Krasikov, German authorities have alleged, is a former colonel in the FSB.

Undated photo of Vadim Krasikov. (German Police)


The 58-year-old was born in Kazakhstan before moving to Siberia with his family in the 1980s, according to an investigation by Bellingcat, the Insider and Der Spiegel.
Russian authorities previously connected him to a 2013 murder, according to Bellingcat, an online investigative site. But an Interpol search warrant was dropped in 2015. He moved to Moscow in 2019, according to Bellingcat, whose investigations fueled the prosecution of the Berlin murder.
On Aug. 23, 2019, in Kleiner Tiergarten, a small park in central Berlin, Zelimkhan "Tornike" Khangoshvili, a Georgian citizen and ethnic Chechen, was shot three times in broad daylight by someone who had tailed him on a bicycle.
A German court later concluded the assassin was Krasikov. Witnesses said Krasikov approached Khangoshvili from behind, shooting him twice in the body and firing another shot to Khangoshvili's head once he had fallen to the ground.
Krasikov was convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison in a Berlin court in 2021; the severity of the crime was, under German law, likely to disqualify him from an early release.
The killing, German prosecutors said, was a political murder ordered by the Kremlin. The "state-sponsored murder," Germany said, was a "serious violation of German law and Germany's sovereignty."
Krasikov's lawyers argued that their client was not Krasikov nor a hit man but rather an engineer named Vadim Sokolov with no ties to the Russian government.
Bellingcat, the investigative site, matched "Sokolov" to Krasikov's identity by distinctive tattoos on his arms.
Many convicted Russian agents are held globally, but Moscow appears to have a special interest in sending a message with Krasikov's release.
"There is this example that is set that if you're a Russian assassin and you murder someone in broad daylight in a major European city, Russia will try and make sure you get home and will do whatever it takes to free you, including taking innocent people hostage," Bergmann said.
In public, Russian authorities hinted that they wanted to recover Krasikov. In private, Moscow officials  had expressed in direct terms a desire to repatriate him as part of a prisoner swap, those involved in negotiations previously told The Washington Post.
In an apparent reference to Krasikov in February, Putin highlighted the case of an unnamed "patriot" who was "serving a sentence in an allied country of the U.S.," in response to a question from Tucker Carlson about Gershkovich. "That person, due to patriotic sentiments, eliminated a bandit in one of the European capitals," Putin said, appearing to tie Krasikov's case to that of Gershkovich.
It follows the Kremlin expressing a clear interest in recovering Krasikov in earlier negotiations, two senior European security officials told The Post this year.
An aide to the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny also said negotiators had named Krasikov in talks this year aimed at securing the release of Gershkovich, former U.S. Marine Paul Whelan and Navalny. Those negotiations were in their final stages when Navalny died in a Russian prison colony in February, said the aide, Maria Pevchikh.
Before the release, German authorities had not commented publicly on whether they were considering releasing Krasikov as part of an exchange, and they declined to respond to a request for comment from The Post before the exchange.
When asked at a news conference in June, Foreign Office spokesman Sebastian Fischer refused to say whether Germany was engaged in prisoner swap negotiations, repeating Berlin's call for Russia to release Gershkovich immediately and unconditionally.
When Krasikov's name was initially floated in 2022 as part of a potential exchange, German lawmakers from across the political spectrum bristled. Many pointed to the fact that Krasikov, having served a fraction of his lifetime sentence, was convicted of a brazen assassination executed in the heart of the German capital at the behest of a hostile state.
In private, however, Germany's position on the prospect of releasing Krasikov appears to have shifted over time -- at least insofar as a means of securing Navalny's release. The European security officials said that as Navalny's health deteriorated, Berlin dropped some of its earlier reluctance at the prospect of releasing Krasikov. It is unclear whether Navalny's subsequent death has since shifted Berlin's calculus.
In a February press briefing, State Department spokesman Matthew Miller refused to comment when asked whether Krasikov had been named as part of any U.S.-backed proposal to secure the release of Gershkovich.
Bergmann, who previously worked in the State Department under President Barack Obama, said such a swap was probably necessary to free Gershkovich. "There is a deep desire to see Gershkovich free, and it's clear he's being held hostage." he said. "The challenge is how you weigh that deep sense of wanting to free an individual that's being wrongly held versus freeing someone who is justly held."
Robyn Dixon and Souad Mekhennet contributed reporting.
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Iran and allies mourn losses of militant leaders, vow revenge against Israel
Mourners in Iran and Lebanon commemorated slain Hamas and Hezbollah officials, as they vowed retribution and signaled that the outburst of violence in the region may be far from over.
By Missy Ryan, Susannah George, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-08-01

People gather around a truck carrying the coffins of Hamas's political leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard during a funeral procession in Tehran on Thursday. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- Mourners in Iran and Lebanon commemorated slain militant leaders Thursday, as they vowed retribution against common enemy Israel and signaled that the most recent paroxysm of violence gripping the Middle East may be far from over.
Thousands of people, some waving Palestinian and Iranian flags, joined a funeral procession in the Iranian capital for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who died a day earlier in a murky attack in central Tehran. Iranian officials have accused Israel of conducting the operation that killed Haniyeh, who was the group's top political official, and vowed revenge. Israel has so far declined to comment.
Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, prayed over Haniyeh's coffin in a ceremony that -- in another sign of the weight Tehran has given to the Palestinian cause and the constellation of anti-Israeli militant groups it backs across the region -- was also joined by the country's president and parliament speaker.
Khalil al-Hayya, a senior Hamas official who like Haniyeh was visiting the Iranian capital for the inauguration of President Masoud Pezeshkian at the time of the attack, said that Hamas and its fellow militant groups would remain united against Israel.
"The path of resistance will continue and Haniyeh's blood will not be [spilled] in vain," he told the crowd.
Meanwhile, supporters were expected to gather Thursday afternoon in Beirut for the funeral of Fuad Shukr, a top military commander for Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group that like Hamas is backed by Iran. In a statement Wednesday, the group said leader Hasan Nasrallah would outline Hezbollah's "political stance on this sinful attack and major crime" in a speech during the funeral.
Israel has claimed responsibility for the airstrike that killed Shukr in a crowded Beirut suburb on Tuesday, describing it as revenge for a cross-border attack that killed a group of children and teenagers on a soccer field in the Israel-occupied Golan Heights days earlier. Hezbollah denies any role in the strike.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday, without mentioning Haniyeh, touted Israel's recent military actions and said his country had dealt "crushing blows" to Hamas, Hezbollah and other Iranian allies -- though he warned that Israel must continue its war against Hamas in the Gaza Strip, now approaching the one-year mark.
Also Thursday, Israel's military announced that it had killed Hamas's military commander, Mohammed Deif, ending weeks of speculation about whether its July 13 strike in the Gaza Strip had achieved its objective. The strike targeting Deif deepened global criticism of Israel's Gaza operation after it killed at least 90 people, according to Palestinian authorities, in an area designated by Israel as a safe zone for civilians.
Together, the recent operations underscored Israel's willingness and ability to target adversaries beyond its borders, including deep in hostile territory -- and suggested that Netanyahu's government, like the leaders of Iran and its militant allies, is unlikely to heed calls from the United States and other outside powers to put the ongoing cycle of violence to rest.
The recent exchanges may create further strains in Israel's dealings with the United States, its chief ally, which for months has urged Netanyahu to wrap up the Gaza campaign and do what is required to reach a deal with Hamas that would usher in a cease-fire in Gaza and the release of remaining hostages taken on Oct. 7.
Analysts have suggested the killing of Haniyeh, who served as a top negotiator for Hamas, could jeopardize negotiations to stop the fighting in Gaza.
Speaking during a visit to Mongolia, Secretary of State Antony Blinken issued a demand to "all parties" in the Gaza conflict to stop taking escalatory actions, a message clearly aimed at Israel a day after Haniyeh's killing in Tehran.
Blinken did not call out Israel by name, nor did he acknowledge that Israel had killed Haniyeh, but it still amounted to the angriest denunciation of Israeli actions by a senior U.S. leader after the dual killings of major Israeli foes.
Asked whether the United States had issued Israel a "blank check" to conduct operations in the Middle East, Blinken -- who has typically been upbeat about his efforts to halt the fighting -- offered an unusually glum assessment of the situation.
"Right now, the path that the region is on is for more conflicts, more violence, more suffering, more insecurity, and it is crucial that we break the cycle. And that starts with a cease-fire," Blinken told reporters in the Mongolian capital.
"To get there, it also first requires all parties to stop taking any escalatory actions. It also requires them to find reasons to come to an agreement, not to look for reasons to delay or say no to the agreement," Blinken said.
"And it's urgent that all parties make the right choices in the days ahead. Because those choices are the difference between staying on this path of violence, of insecurity, of suffering, or moving to something very different and much better for all parties concerned."
Blinken, who has been touring Asia for more than a week, said that he had spent the past 24 hours on the phone with Middle Eastern leaders to try to salvage the cease-fire efforts.
The Biden administration has faced intense domestic criticism, including from within President Biden's own Democratic Party, for its support of Israel, even as the Gaza war has generated intense friction between Washington and Tel Aviv. Netanyahu's visit to Washington last week, where he gave a fiery address to the U.S. Congress, highlighted those strains.
Blinken said Wednesday that the Biden administration had received no forewarning of the Haniyeh attack.
George reported from Dubai and Birnbaum from Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. Kareem Fahim in Beirut and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Who are Hamas's top leaders? What to know after Haniyeh, Deif killed.
Hamas says the head of its political wing, Ismail Haniyeh, has been killed in Iran, while Israel says Hamas military commander Mohammed Deif was killed in Gaza.
By Bryan Pietsch, Cate Brown, Sammy Westfall, Adela Suliman, Niha Masih | 2024-08-01

(Illustration by Emily Sabens/The Washington Post; Mahmud Hams/AFP/Getty Images; Hassan Ammar/AP; Amr Nabil/AP; iStock)


Israel's military confirmed Thursday it had killed a top Hamas commander in Gaza, Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri (better known as Mohammed Deif), in an operation in July. The news came a day after the head of Hamas's political wing, Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated in Iran.
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Deif's death was "a significant step towards eliminating Hamas as a military and governing organization." Hamas did not immediately confirm or deny the Israel Defense Forces announcement, though it had previously denied Deif had been killed.
Hamas and Iran blamed Israel for Haniyeh's killing, although Israeli officials have declined to comment on that operation.
Israeli forces see the targeting of Hamas leaders as key to eliminating the group, even as experts warn that there's no single figurehead whose death would serve as a knockout blow to the movement.
Israel has killed several high-ranking Hamas officials since the group attacked Israeli communities near the Gaza border in October. Some Hamas leaders live in the Gaza Strip, while others are scattered across the Middle East, in Lebanon, Qatar and Turkey.
Here are some of Hamas's key figures -- many of whom have been killed.

Ismail Haniyeh flashes a victory sign after meeting with the speaker of the Lebanese parliament in Beirut in 2021. (Hassan Ammar/AP)


Haniyeh was the head of Hamas's political operations and conducted much of his work from the Qatari capital, Doha. His role, according to analysts, was to be the public face of Hamas, spread the group's political rhetoric and raise money to fund its operations. He had been under U.S. economic sanctions since 2018.
Haniyeh was involved in the cease-fire negotiations with Israel through Qatari and Egyptian mediators, although the two sides struggled to reach an agreement.
Several of Haniyeh's close family members, including three of his sons, at least two of his grandchildren, and his sister and her family, were killed by Israeli airstrikes in recent months.

Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political wing, has been killed in Iran, Hamas announced July 31, describing the death as an assassination.


With the political and military leaders of Hamas kept separate -- geographically and organizationally -- it is unclear to what extent political leaders such as Haniyeh knew about the Oct. 7 attack.
Hamas took power in Gaza in 2007, following an election to determine who would preside over the enclave after Israel pulled out of the Gaza Strip in 2005. No elections have been held since 2006. Haniyeh was chosen by members of the group to be president of its political bureau in 2017.
Hamas said Haniyeh was killed Wednesday as he visited Tehran for the inauguration of its new president, and that he was killed by a missile that targeted him in the state guesthouse where he was staying.

Yehiya Sinwar, center, Hamas's political chief in Gaza, attends a rally in Gaza City in June 2021. (Mahmud Hams/AFP/Getty Images)


Yehiya Sinwar, the leader of Hamas in Gaza, is known by Israelis as the "butcher of Khan Younis," his hometown in southern Gaza. He previously undertook counterintelligence work for Hamas, targeting spies and informants within the group.
He is believed to be one of the few Hamas leaders who planned the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, and is thought to be hiding in or around Khan Younis in tunnels, said Jonathan Lord, a senior fellow and director of the Middle East security program at the Center for a New American Security, a Washington think tank.
The scale of Oct. 7 can be attributed to Sinwar's methodical approach to creating the plan and communicating about in a "very analog way," Lord said. Sinwar, he added, kept discussions off devices that could be tapped by Israeli intelligence and kept the circle of those who knew about the attack "very small."
Sinwar spent two decades in an Israeli prison for orchestrating the kidnapping and murder of two Israeli soldiers. He speaks fluent Hebrew and is considered to have a deep understanding of Israel.
He was released from prison in 2011 as part of a large prisoner swap that involved the release of Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit.

Berlin bureau chief Loveday Morris explains who is Yehiya Sinwar, the Hamas leader who spent 22 years in Israeli jails and later led its internal police force.


Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri (better known as Mohammed Deif), a shadowy figure who rarely spoke or appeared in public, had led the al-Qassam Brigades for more than two decades. Israel targeted Deif in an operation July 13 in the Mawasi area of southern Gaza. At least 90 people were killed in the operation, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
"We can now confirm: Mohammed Deif was eliminated," the Israel Defense Forces wrote on X Thursday. It said his death was confirmed "after an intelligence assessment."
Not much is known about Deif. He was born in Khan Younis in 1965 and became a founding member of the al-Qassam Brigades in 1991, rising through the ranks to eventually lead the organization after its chief commander was killed in 2002.
Deif had survived multiple attempts on his life over the years. Israel has said he was one of the "masterminds" of the Oct. 7 attacks, without providing details about his role.
"He's a legend," a member of a Hamas security detail told The Washington Post of Deif in 2014. Imad Falouji, a former senior Hamas leader, also told The Post then that Deif kept a low profile, moving around with "different passports and different identities."
Marwan Issa, deputy commander of Hamas's military wing and a right-hand man to Deif, was killed in an Israeli strike in central Gaza in March, the White House confirmed.
"Hamas's number three, Marwan Issa, was killed in an Israeli operation," U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan said at the time. "The rest of the top leaders are in hiding, likely deep in the Hamas tunnel network. And justice will come for them, too. We are helping to ensure that."
Issa was believed to have run many of Hamas's day-to-day operations, said Daniel Byman, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. With Deif spending much of his life incognito, Issa helped run logistical operations for the al-Qassem Brigades. Israel considered Issa a very significant threat, Byman added.
Mohammed Sinwar is the right-hand man to his brother, Yehiya Sinwar. Although he has long been rumored to have been killed, the IDF has indicated recently that he is alive. It said in early November that it had raided Mohammed's office, where it said it found "military doctrine documents." In December, the IDF also released what it said was video of Mohammed in a car inside a Gaza tunnel.
If Israel assassinates the Sinwar brothers and Deif, it could "find a way to declare victory" and end the war in Gaza, Lord, the analyst, said.

Khaled Mashal, center, then leader of Hamas's political bureau, grieves for his mother during her funeral in Amman, Jordan, in September 2016. (Jordan Pix/Getty Images)


Once the leader of Hamas, Khaled Meshal is now in charge of the group's diaspora office, cultivating support for Hamas abroad, including among Palestinian refugees in Jordan and Lebanon.
After the Oct. 7 attack and the start of Israel's war in Gaza, Meshal called for protests in Muslim nations, saying in a recorded statement, "This is a moment of truth and the borders are close to you; you all know your responsibility."
Meshal survived an Israeli assassination attempt in 1997. The attempted killing, in the Jordanian capital, Amman, threw Jordan's relations with Israel into disarray. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who was also prime minister in 1997, ordered the poisoning, U.S. and Israeli officials said at the time. Meshal survived after officials from the United States and Jordan demanded that Israel give him the antidote.
He has said the assassination attempt was a pivotal moment in his life, calling it his second birth.

Saleh Arouri, then the second-in-command of Hamas's political wing, speaks from Beirut by video conference with senior Fatah official Jibril Rajoub in the West Bank city of Ramallah in July 2020. (Abbas Momani/AFP/Getty Images)


Saleh Arouri, who was second-in-command of Hamas's political wing, was killed in a Beirut suburb on Jan. 2. Hezbollah, the Iranian-aligned militant and political group in Lebanon that has engaged in skirmishes with Israel, said Arouri was killed by a drone armed with three rockets. Hezbollah said Israel was to blame for the attack, but Israel has not claimed responsibility for the killing.
Arouri had been imprisoned in Israel on multiple occasions and was a founder of the al-Qassam Brigades. Israel accused him in 2014 of planning the kidnapping and killing of three Israeli teenagers, triggering an Israeli response in Gaza that killed more than 2,000 Palestinians.
Arouri's death in Beirut sent a signal to Hamas leaders outside Gaza that they were not immune to the risk of assassination.
Andrew Jeong, Victoria Bisset, Sarah Dadouch, Steve Hendrix, Claire Parker, Adam Taylor and Sudarsan Raghavan contributed to this report.
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Top Hamas commander Mohammed Deif killed in Israeli strikes, IDF says 
Deif, the leader of Hamas's armed wing, was believed by Israel to have been among the architects of the Oct. 7 attacks.
By Louisa Loveluck, Shira Rubin | 2024-08-01

Palestinians search for bodies and survivors after an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza, on July 13. Israel said it had killed Hamas commander Mohammed Deif in the strike, but the militant group rejected that claim. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


The Israeli army said Thursday that it had confirmed the death of Hamas's military commander, Mohammed Deif, in Gaza -- a major milestone in the conflict as two of the group's most senior leaders were declared dead in as many days.
Deif and a deputy, Rafa Salameh, were the target of Israeli strikes on July 13 that killed at least 90 Palestinians in an area designated as a safe zone for civilians. The Israel Defense Forces said at the time that it was confident Deif had been killed.
On Tuesday, it said in a statement that an "intelligence check" had confirmed the militant's death. "Mohammed Deif was eliminated," the IDF wrote on X.

A man was carried on a stretcher as a second strike hit southern Gaza on July 13. Israeli forces said they were targeting Hamas military leader Mohammed Deif.


The announcement came less than 24 hours after Hamas confirmed the assassination of its political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, in Tehran. Although Israel declined to comment on the operation -- in keeping with its posture of "strategic ambiguity" following previous high-profile strikes and assassinations around the region -- it was widely seen as responsible.
A Hamas spokesperson, Izzat al-Rishq, said in a statement Thursday that "confirming or denying" the death of any of the group's leaders "is a matter for the leadership" of Hamas's military wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades. "It is not possible to confirm any of the published news," he said.
Analysts described the killings as a significant blow to Hamas, but also one that it could recover from. Taken together, they said, the most significant short-term impact was likely to be the jeopardizing of negotiations to end the war, which were reported to have reached a critical juncture in the days before Haniyeh's assassination. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is under significant pressure from the United States, his main political and military ally, to find a negotiated solution to the conflict.
The Gaza Health Ministry says that more than 39,000 Palestinians have been killed in Israel's military operations in pursuit of Deif and the other architects of the attacks on Oct. 7 that sparked war. The ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
Deif was believed by Israel to have been a key figure in planning the assault, in which Hamas-led militants killed about 1,200 people in southern Israel and took more than 250 hostage. As the founder of the Qassam Brigades, and its leader for more than two decades, Deif had long been on Israel's kill list and survived at least seven assassination attempts, Israeli media reported.
He was targeted alongside Salameh, leader of Hamas forces in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis, according to a joint statement July 14 by the Israeli military and the Shin Bet, Israel's internal security service. Salameh was one of Deif's "closest associates" and also played a central role in planning the Oct. 7 assault, according to the statement.
Deif, whose given name was Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri, was a shadowy figure, rarely photographed or seen in public, but he helped oversee the construction of Gaza's extensive tunnel network and was thought to direct day-to-day combat operations for Hamas.
Political analysts described the deaths of Deif and Haniyeh as a significant blow to the movement, but cautioned that earlier assassinations of key figures did not substantially weaken the group. Israel killed a series of Hamas political and military figures in 2003. By the end of the following year, it had assassinated the group's founder and Haniyeh's mentor, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, and then-leader, Abdel Aziz Rantisi.
"History has repeatedly demonstrated that while Israel is very effective in terms of assassinating senior Palestinian political figures, this has tended to have at best limited impact on [Hamas's] abilities, on its development," said Mouin Rabbani, a nonresident fellow at the Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies and co-editor of Jadaliyya, of Haniyeh's assassination.
"I would not equate killing leaders with eradicating a movement. Those are two very different things, and Israel has proven quite successful with respect to the former but not at all successful with respect to the latter."
In May, the chief prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Karim Khan, announced he was applying for arrest warrants for Deif and Haniyeh, as well as Hamas's leader in Gaza, Yehiya Sinwar, who is thought to be running operations from the enclave's extensive tunnel network. He is seeking to charge all three with war crimes and crimes against humanity.
Netanyahu, whose arrest warrant the prosecutor also sought, has pledged to keep fighting until Hamas is eliminated as a military and political force, a goal his own generals have conceded is unrealistic.
"One way or another, we will reach every senior member of Hamas," Netanyahu said after the July 13 strikes, adding that no hostages were in the area at the time. It was unclear how that conclusion had been reached.
Loveluck reported from Jerusalem and Rubin from Tel Aviv. Miriam Berger in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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Who was Mohammed Deif, Hamas military commander targeted by Israel? 
The Israel Defense Forces said that Deif had been "eliminated." Deif previously survived multiple attempts on his life, and was nicknamed "the cat with nine lives." 
By Sammy Westfall, Niha Masih | 2024-08-01

Palestinians walk among the damage at a site hit by an Israeli bombardment in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, on July 13. Israel said it targeted Hamas's military commander Mohammed Deif. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


Israel said Thursday that Mohammed Deif, the shadowy Hamas military leader it had targeted in an operation in the Mawasi area of southern Gaza last month, has been killed. The announcement came a day after Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran, which Hamas and Iran blamed on Israel.
The strikes on July 13 on an area packed with displaced people had left at least 90 Palestinians dead and 300 injured, according to the Gaza Health Ministry.
The reclusive but powerful commander led Hamas's armed wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, for more than two decades. Deif, 58, avoided public appearances, rarely giving statements or speeches, and had been photographed only a handful of times. Here's what to know.
Deif, whose real name was Mohammed Diab Ibrahim al-Masri, was born in Khan Younis in 1965 and became a founding member of the Qassam Brigades in 1991. He rose through the ranks and became the group's leader in 2002, after the previous military commander was killed.
He was considered to be a key architect of Hamas's long-term strategy against Israel.
The State Department designated him a terrorist in 2015, also saying he was the "mastermind of Hamas's offensive strategy" during the 2014 conflict between Israel and Hamas. He was known for deploying suicide bombers and directing the kidnapping of Israeli soldiers, it added. Deif was also widely seen as a chief strategist behind building tunnel networks to allow Hamas militants to infiltrate Israel.
Israel and the International Criminal Court have said he was one of the "masterminds" of the Oct. 7 attack -- along with Yehiya Sinwar, Hamas's leader in Gaza. The ICC in May sought arrest warrants for Deif, as well as Sinwar and Haniyeh, citing reasonable grounds to believe the three were "criminally responsible for the killing of hundreds of Israeli civilians" in attacks by Hamas and other armed groups on Oct. 7 in Israel.
Deif's public persona was shrouded in mystery, adding to his mystique among Hamas supporters in Gaza. "He's a legend," a member of a Hamas security detail told The Washington Post of Deif in 2014. Imad Falouji, a former senior Hamas leader, told The Post then that Deif kept a low profile, moving around with "different passports and different identities." In university, he had a passion for theater, becoming a stage actor and setting up a theater company -- and he was known to be a master of disguise.
Over the years, Deif had survived multiple attempts on his life -- leading to him being nicknamed "the cat with nine lives."
There are only a handful of known photos of Deif, including one of him masked, one of him as a young man and an image of his shadow that was broadcast on Hamas's TV channel alongside an audiotape released after the Oct. 7 attack. The Times of Israel in January published an image that purportedly showed Deif relaxing.
"Today the rage of Al Aqsa, the rage of our people and nation is exploding. Our mujahideen [fighters], today is your day to make this criminal understand that his time has ended," Deif said in the audio tape.
An Israeli military official, speaking on background in line with protocol, said shortly after the operation that the Israel Defense Forces had "precise intelligence" that Deif was in a "compound" in the Mawasi area west of Khan Younis. He was targeted alongside his close aide Rafa Salameh, who led Hamas forces in Khan Younis, according to a joint statement July 14 by IDF and the Shin Bet, Israel's internal security service.
At least 90 people were killed in the strike, said the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants.

A man was carried on a stretcher as a second strike hit southern Gaza on July 13. Israeli forces said they were targeting Hamas military leader Mohammed Deif.


An analysis of videos by The Washington Post showed that the strikes occurred in an area designated as a "humanitarian area" by Israel which has seen a large influx of displaced civilians seeking safety. Visuals showed what appeared to be one or more large craters at a blast site. People who were hundreds of feet away said they were blown off their feet by explosions.
Following Oct. 7, Deif had been thought to be hiding in Hamas's tunnels in Gaza.
Though Deif had evaded multiple Israeli assassination attempts, some members of his family had been killed in earlier strikes, including his wife, son and daughter in 2014.
After weeks of speculation over Deif's fate, the Israel Defense Forces wrote on X on Thursday: "We can now confirm: Mohammed Deif was eliminated."
The announcement came "after an intelligence check," a separate joint statement from IDF and Shin Bet said.
"Deif worked closely with Hamas leader ... Sinwar, and during the war he managed the terrorist activities of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, issuing orders and instructions to the senior military wing of the organization," IDF said.
Hamas did not immediately confirm or contradict the IDF announcement, though it had previously denied Deif had been killed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/13/who-is-mohammed-deif-hamas-military/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Paris Olympics track is purple. Thank France's lavender fields.
The Paris Olympics track is designed to provide a "trampoline effect" to runners chasing world records.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-08-01

The new track at the Stade de France in Paris, photographed in May. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images)


Years from now, when photos and videos of a purple track are reshared online, Camille Yvinec hopes people will immediately think of the Paris Olympics.
Yvinec, the associate director of brand identity for the Summer Games, eschewed the typical brick red track for lavender lanes and dark violet service areas. She and other organizers decided to create the first purple track in the Olympics, a venue runners have expressed excitement to compete on when track-and-field events start Thursday.
"We tried to really make something iconic," Yvinec said.
The Washington Post spoke with Yvinec, the track's manufacturer and material experts about how the eye-catching venue at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, France, came together.
Organizers wanted to build an Olympic track like none that had ever been seen, Yvinec said. For decades, the event's tracks have been red -- a color that shields rubber from the damaging effects of ultraviolet rays from the sun -- including at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021.
The Olympic staff in Paris narrowed the color choice to three early last year: blue, green and purple. Each shade represented a landmark of France. Green is the color of the roof of the Palais Garnier, an opera house in Paris. Blue is the signature color of ceramics made by a popular French porcelain manufacturer, the Manufacture nationale de Sevres. Purple represents the thousands of acres of lavender fields in the South of France.
Blue tracks aren't uncommon in Europe, and a green track wouldn't contrast with the Stade de France's field, Yvinec said. They selected purple.
"The festival of the games is the city itself, the venues, the monuments and so on," Yvinec said. "We can add that with an unusual color for the track that could go well to create the visual signature and the footprint in people's hearts and minds."
The first time a red synthetic track wasn't used in the Olympics was believed to be in 2016, when the Games in Rio de Janeiro used a blue material. It was the backdrop of Jamaican star Usain Bolt's final Olympics and South African sprinter Wayde van Niekerk's world record time in the 400-meter dash.
There are a few purple tracks in North America that reflect their school's colors, including at Kansas State University, West Chester University in Pennsylvania and Western University in London, Ontario.

A gardener mows the pitch of the Stade de France in May. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images)


Mondo, an Italian flooring company that says it has manufactured every Olympics track since 1976, made the track by adding a violet pigment to the mix. The surface was made with rubber and polymers, materials that boost the track's durability and elasticity, said Maurizio Stroppiana, Mondo's vice president of sports.
In their Alba, Italy, factory, Mondo employees created the track in 1,168 pieces -- each shaped similarly to a yoga mat -- which they rolled up and shipped to Paris. Between March and June, employees and contractors worked nearly 24 hours per day to replace the stadium's previous blue track, Stroppiana said. While a typical high school track costs about $300,000, Stroppiana said, the Olympics track cost roughly $2 million, incorporating materials that help runners build momentum with each step.
"Our goal is to give to the athletes the best equipment that they can get," Stroppiana said.
Athletes praised the track Mondo made for the Tokyo Olympics, where three track-and-field world records were broken. British Virgin Islands hurdler Kyron McMaster told NPR in 2021 that he felt like his "legs were just turning over. It felt like no surface was there.
Stroppiana said the Paris track has an even more elastic surface that could protect athletes from injuries and give them a greater boost than in Tokyo. The track incorporates air cells designed to absorb the shock of a runner's step. Then, the cells expand to give athletes a small push. Jud Ready, a principal research engineer at Georgia Tech, said the track's materials create a "trampoline effect."
"As you begin to release your energy [into the track], it returns the energy to you," Ready said.
While some people might keep their eyes glued to the purple track, Stroppiana said he'll judge its performance by scanning the scoreboard.
"When I see personal bests showing, then I'm very, very satisfied," he said.
U.S. star Noah Lyles, who's vying for gold medals in the 100 meters, 200 meters and 4x100-meter relay, told The Post in January that the stadium and track were "made for me" because purple is his favorite color. Australian hurdler Michelle Jenneke said on TikTok that she "can't wait" to run on a purple track for the first time. Malaysian sprinter Azeem Fahmi told state media that competing on the purple track is "interesting, motivating, and exciting."
Other runners kept their compliments simple; U.S. hurdler Grant Holloway told Virginia-based TV station WAVY that he expects running on the track to be "dope."
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Al Jazeera journalist and cameraman killed in Gaza strike
Al Jazeera journalist Ismail al-Ghoul and cameraman Rami al-Rifi were killed in an attack after reporting near the house of slain Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh.
By Anika Seth | 2024-08-01

Al Jazeera journalist Ismail al-Ghoul and cameraman Rami al-Rifi were killed in an attack on the Gaza Strip on July 31.


Al Jazeera journalist Ismail al-Ghoul and cameraman Rami al-Rifi were killed in an attack on the Gaza Strip on Wednesday evening.
Local reporters in Gaza said two airstrikes landed in quick succession. The first struck near the Gaza home of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, where people were gathering after Haniyeh was killed in Tehran early Wednesday.
Several news crews and independent photographers went to the house, which lies west of Gaza City in the Shati refugee camp, around 4 p.m. local time to cover the fallout from Haniyeh's death, said local freelance photographer Ayman al-Hissi. Ghoul and Rifi were among that group, reporting for Al Jazeera.
Seconds before 4 p.m., Hissi said the Al Jazeera crew had prepared their last report, in which they interviewed Haniyeh's daughter-in-law, Enas Haniyeh. Meanwhile, an "intensive flight of reconnaissance aircraft" arrived, Hissi said, and fired a missile at the western part of the Haniyeh house. The strike caused no injuries, according to Gaza Civil Defense spokesman Mahmoud Bassal, and Ghoul and Rifi left the scene to drive away as quickly as possible.
One of the reconnaissance planes chased the Al Jazeera employees' car, and Hissi watched as another missile hit the Aida area near Haniyeh's house. The second strike came around 5 p.m. and hit their car directly, Bassal said, killing Ghoul and Rifi.
A boy passing by was also killed, and his body was evacuated by ambulance, Bassal said.

Mourners surround the body of Al Jazeera journalist Ismail al-Ghoul, who was killed along with his cameraman Rami al-Rifi in an airstrike in Gaza. (Omar Al-Qattaa/AFP/Getty Images)


Al Jazeera Arabic managing editor Mohamed Moawad mourned the loss of Ghoul, calling him a "determined journalist who refused to succumb to hunger, illness and the loss of his brother."
"He relentlessly covered the events and delivered the reality of Gaza to the world through Al Jazeera. His voice has now been silenced," Moawad wrote in a social media post. "Ismail fulfilled his mission to his people and his homeland. Shame on those who have failed the civilians, journalists, and humanity."
Hissi, who was 300 meters away from the car, accused Israel of striking and killing the reporters despite "knowing that they were all wearing vests with the press symbol on them, knowing that all those present in the place were civilians and journalists."
In a statement to The Washington Post, Al Jazeera said it "condemns the ongoing crimes committed by Israeli occupation forces against journalists and media professionals in Gaza in the strongest possible terms."
"We urge international legal institutions to hold Israel accountable for its heinous crimes and to demand an end to the targeting and killing of journalists," the network added.
In March, Ghoul was detained and beaten during an Israeli raid on al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza, Al Jazeera reported at the time. Ghoul said he and other detained journalists were forced to strip naked and lie on their stomachs for hours.
As of February, more than 85 journalists had been killed in the first four months of the war in Gaza. The war has killed more than 110 journalists and media workers, according to the Committee to Protect Journalists.
"Journalists are civilians and should never be targeted," said chief executive Jodie Ginsberg, according to the CPJ. "Israel must explain why two more Al Jazeera journalists have been killed in what appears to be a direct strike."
The Israeli military did not respond to a request for comment on the strike and the targets.
Hazem Balousha, Heba Mahfouz, Missy Ryan, Hajar Harb and Miriam Berger contributed to this report.
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United and Delta cancel flights to Israel amid escalating conflict
Some flights to Tel Aviv were suspended in the aftermath of the killing of a Hamas leader. Other cancellations have hit the region as governments warn against travel.
By Anika Seth, Frances Vinall | 2024-08-01

People gaze at the Mediterranean Sea from an outdoor cafe in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


United Airlines and Delta Air Lines canceled flights to Israel starting on Wednesday, in the aftermath of the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran.
Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran early Wednesday morning, intensifying fears that the conflict in the Middle East could escalate beyond its current borders. Although Hamas and Iran accused Israel of killing the Palestinian militant group's leader, Israel has not claimed responsibility.
United Airlines said it canceled its daily flight to Tel Aviv for "security reasons," starting with the Wednesday flight from Newark Liberty International Airport in New Jersey that was scheduled to depart at 3:30 p.m.
"We continue to closely monitor the situation and will make decisions on resuming service with a focus on the safety of our customers and crews," it said in an email.
Delta canceled flights from New York to Tel Aviv starting on Wednesday, until at least Friday, according to a public statement. The airline said travel waivers would be issued to all customers who booked travel to or from Tel Aviv to depart before Aug. 14.
Cancellations were already taking place across the region, after a strike last Saturday on the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights killed 12 children and teenagers, leading to an anticipated escalation in violence.
Germany's Lufthansa Group said Monday that three of its airlines -- Lufthansa, Swiss and Eurowings -- suspended flights to and from Beirut through Aug. 5, the Associated Press reported. Air France canceled some flights, while other airlines changed their schedules.
On Wednesday, the U.S. State Department warned against travel to northern Israel within 2.5 miles of the Lebanese and Syrian borders. It upgraded its Lebanon travel advisory from a Level 3 warning to a Level 4, telling people "do not travel" on the basis of "rising tensions" between Hezbollah and Israel.
The United Kingdom, Australia and Canada are among the countries also warning against travel to parts of Israel and Lebanon.
On Wednesday, Australia's Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong urged all Australians in Lebanon to leave now because of the possibility of commercial flights ceasing and Beirut's airport closing if the security situation deteriorates. "If that happens, the government may not be able to help Australians still in Lebanon to evacuate," she warned.
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Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh assassinated; Netanyahu says Israel dealt 'crushing blows' to Iran-backed groups
Ismail Haniyeh led Hamas, the Palestinian group that runs Gaza, for over a decade. Hamas said he was killed in Tehran after attending the inauguration of Iran's president.


By Andrew Jeong, Susannah George, Rachel Pannett, Niha Masih, Victoria Bisset, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Anika Seth, Mikhail Klimentov, Adela Suliman, Joe Snell, Dan Lamothe, Sarah Dadouch, Lior Soroka, Bryan Pietsch, Cate Brown, Sammy Westfall, Kareem Fahim, Michael Birnbaum, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Steve Hendrix, Samuel Granados, Heba Farouk Mahfouz , Frances Vinall, Missy Ryan, Christian Shepherd, Sufian Taha , Jintak Han, Miriam Berger, Hazem  Balousha | 2024-08-01
This live coverage has ended. For the latest news, please go here.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday that Israel has dealt "crushing blows" to Hezbollah and Hamas, referring to a strike that killed a senior Hezbollah official in Beirut late Tuesday. Still, he stopped short of claiming responsibility for the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran. Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political wing, was assassinated early Wednesday. Hamas and Iran both blamed Israel and vowed to retaliate. It was not immediately clear how Haniyeh was killed, but the attacks risk plunging the region further into crisis.
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Scotland Yard considering request to examine alleged phone-hacking coverup
A former U.K. prime minister called for police to examine allegations that William Lewis and others Scotland Yard considering request to examine alleged phone-hacking coverup. Lewis denies wrongdoing.
By Karla Adam, Sarah Ellison | 2024-08-01

Then-News International General Manager Will Lewis rides in a car with News Corp. Chairman Rupert Murdoch in London in 2011. (Peter Macdiarmid/Getty Images)


LONDON -- London Metropolitan Police have told former British prime minister Gordon Brown that they are considering his request to open a new police probe into allegations of an effort to cover up information about a phone-hacking scandal that took place at Rupert Murdoch's tabloid titles over a decade ago.
Brown in June called for police to investigate William Lewis, who was an executive at Murdoch's U.K. company in 2011 and is now the CEO and publisher of The Washington Post, as well as his former boss, longtime Murdoch executive Rebekah Brooks. He alleges that the two helped engineer the destruction of millions of emails with the intention of covering up details of the phone-hacking scandal.
Brown's calls have come as new information has emerged about the 2011 episode through litigation filed by Prince Harry, King Charles III's younger son, against Murdoch's News Group Newspapers (NGN), the publisher of the Sun and News of the World, which was shuttered in 2011.
In a letter dated June 19, 2024, that was first reported by the Guardian newspaper and seen by The Post on Wednesday, Metropolitan Police Commissioner Mark Rowley wrote that a "special enquiry team" is examining Brown's allegations that the company was involved in a coverup by deleting millions of emails during a police investigation.
"The issues you raise are complex and will take time to consider against investigations that have already taken place," Rowley wrote.
Lewis has denied wrongdoing. On Wednesday, he declined to comment through a Post spokeswoman.
Victims of the phone hacking claim the email deletions were part of an effort to cover up executives' awareness that Murdoch journalists had illegally obtained voicemails of thousands of people, including politicians, royals and even a murdered teenager. The company has spent a reported $1.5 billion to settle more than a thousand phone-hacking claims, with settlements continuing into this year.
Murdoch's company has said in court filings that the company's emails conformed with a data-retention policy and were deleted for "commercial, IT and practical reasons" and not as part of a plan to conceal evidence. A company spokeswoman has also noted that British prosecutors previously examined the email deletion issue and declined to pursue criminal charges.
"It is strongly denied that News International [NI] sought to impede or worse conceal evidence from the MPS investigation," said a spokeswoman for Murdoch's U.K. publishing company, now called News UK, on Wednesday. "These matters have already been the subject of considerable scrutiny in the criminal cases."
Brown, who has said he believes his phone may have been hacked, has said new information has been revealed by Prince Harry's lawsuit, including that Lewis told police in 2011 that there was a threat from an internal mole that impacted how the company handled emails at the time, according to documents submitted to court this week and previously reported by The Post. Lewis said the company feared the alleged leaker was relaying information from the email account of Brooks to Brown and Tom Watson, the former deputy leader of the Labour Party.
The News UK spokeswoman said Brown's allegations were "not new and have formed part of the civil litigation for many years."
A spokesman for the Metropolitan Police told The Post on Wednesday that Brown's allegations continue "to be assessed and we will be writing again to update him on the likely timescales involved in that work."
The Guardian on Wednesday published an opinion piece from Brown in which he accused Lewis of being engaged in a "complete fabrication."
"I have only recently discovered how Lewis attempted to accuse me of a crime I did not commit," he wrote.
"Blazoned across the top of every edition of The Washington Post is the statement 'Democracy dies in darkness,'" Brown said. "But what if the publisher himself is a master of the dark arts?"
A spokeswoman for News UK said Brown had seen "partial information" and was trying to persuade the police to take sides in an ongoing civil case in which he is not a party.
Lewis, who took over at the Murdoch company as it was reeling from the phone-hacking scandal and helped manage its response, is not a defendant in the ongoing civil case brought by Prince Harry and other alleged phone-hacking victims. But a judge ruled in May that plaintiffs can air allegations that Lewis and others aided in the concealment and destruction of evidence related to the scandal.
Questions about how Lewis handled the episode deepened after reports in June that he sought to discourage The Post from covering developments in the civil case, an allegation he has denied.
The civil case is schedule to go to trial in London in January. At a pre-trial hearing at the London High Court this week lawyers for Harry and other plaintiffs claimed that Lewis and other executives concocted a "fake security threat" involving Brown and Watson that plaintiffs allege was used to justify "the deletion of millions of incriminating emails."
Murdoch's U.K. media company agreed in court to conduct a new search for documents linked to Lewis and others that may relate to the security threat, a reminder that Lewis will face continued scrutiny in the case in coming months.
Documents previously reported by The Post show that during a July 8, 2011, meeting, Lewis told the London Metropolitan Police that the potential existence of a leaker "added to our anxieties" about how to handle emails, but the company eventually did not find proof that the plot existed.
Anthony Hudson, a lawyer for NGN, told the High Court that the security threat was "believed to be genuine," and the company has denied it was the reason that some 30 million emails were deleted. Nine million were never recovered.
Greg Miller contributed to this report.
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How false claims about a mass stabbing led to a riot in the U.K.
The riot in Southport, England, followed false claims that an immigrant was responsible for the attack on a Taylor Swift-themed dance class that killed three girls.
By William Booth, Leo Sands | 2024-07-31

Violent unrest erupted in the British coastal town of Southport on July 30, a day after an assailant fatally stabbed three young children at a dance school.


LONDON -- In the aftermath, as they swept the streets of charred rubble and reassembled garden walls brick by brick, the residents of Southport tried to make sense of how their seaside town had become the setting of such unimaginable scenes this week.
First the mass stabbings. Then the riot.
On Monday, a yoga and dance workshop with a Taylor Swift theme, designed to occupy children on the first day of summer break, had ended with children running from the studio streaked with blood.
Police charged a 17-year-old boy with murder and attempted murder, but didn't explain any motive for the attack, which left three little girls dead and seven people in critical condition.
By Tuesday night, violent protests had erupted in the streets. Rioters chanting "we want our country back" threw anything they could find at police, who had only helmets, batons and plastic shields to protect themselves. The rioters smashed the windows of a mosque and looted a shop. They set fire to trash cans, tires and a police van, which burned for hours, filling the skies with black smoke.
Police blamed far-right extremists, who had been whipped up by false reports that an illegal immigrant had been responsible for the stabbings.
Fifty-three officers were injured, eight seriously, along with three police dogs.
The mosque's imam told reporters afterward that he was cowering inside, afraid for his life. Things had always been so peaceful in his town, he said.

Fire crews remove broken windows at the Southport Islamic Society Mosque on Wednesday. (Peter Powell/AFP/Getty Images)


The stabbings, and the ensuing riot, have been round-the-clock news in Britain. The violence has stunned the country.
Although knife crime has been rising here, mass attacks are highly unusual. And although anger toward authorities and anti-migrant conspiracy theories have been part of British politics for sometime now, they have rarely exploded in this way.
As police and witnesses have told it, the horror in Southport began shortly before lunchtime on Monday, when a man wearing a hoodie and a surgical mask arrived in a taxi and argued with the driver over his fare. The man ducked into the alley, then moved quickly to the dance studio. Soon neighbors said they heard screams.
Bebe King, 6, Elsie Dot Stancombe, 7, and Alice Dasilva Aguiar, 9, have since died. Five other children remain in critical condition, along with a dance teacher.
Jonathan Hayes, who runs the business next door and was stabbed in the leg while trying to help the children, told the BBC from his hospital bed that he was "saddened" he could not have done more.
Because of the suspect's age, his name has not been released by authorities. But he was born in Britain -- in Cardiff, Wales -- police stressed, and had been living in the nearby community of Banks. The BBC and Financial Times reported that his parents were originally from Rwanda.
Thousands of people came out for a vigil on Tuesday evening in Southport. In the crowd, couples held each other. Children were drawn closer. The mayor said, when placing flowers at the scene, "You couldn't help but cry." There was a minute of silence.

Flowers and toys are laid out in Southport in tribute to the children attacked at a dance class. (James Speakman/AP)


Yet while flowers and stuffed animals piled up in an impromptu memorial outside the dance studio, false information about the suspect had been circulating online, amplified by prominent far-right figures.
Within hours of the stabbings, an obscure social media account associated with an outlet calling itself Channel 3 Now News shared that the attacker was an immigrant who had come to Britain illegally by boat and had been on watch lists related to security and mental health. The post, on the X platform, gave a name for the suspect that police said was wrong.
"It looks like the tweet has been deliberately fabricated to generate hostility toward ethnic minorities and immigrants, and it's a potentially Islamophobic piece of propaganda," said Andrew Chadwick, professor of political communication at Loughborough University and expert in the spread of online misinformation.
Even though the social media company tacked a "community note" to the original post, the claim went viral.
According to X's analytics, the post received at least 1.7 million views before it was deleted. Videos repeating the claim were shared by Andrew Tate, an American British former kickboxing champion who has built a popular personal brand around hypermasculinity, and Laurence Fox, an actor turned right-wing activist. Their posts received around 17 million views between them, according to X's data.
Chadwick said the claim spread quickly online for a combination of reasons: Emotions were high as people sought information in the aftermath of a gruesome attack, the claim was charged, and content restrictions on X have been loosened since the social media platform was acquired by Elon Musk in 2022.
"We also know that historically social media algorithms are tweaked in order to further that content, because they know that it promotes engagement, and engagement over the long term is their business model," he said.
Last year, an analysis by The Washington Post found that Musk's platform was amplifying hate speech in its "For You" timeline, an unintended side effect of an algorithm that is supposed to show users more of what they want.
X, formerly Twitter, says in its user guidelines that hateful conduct, including attacking people on the basis of race, ethnicity or religious affiliation, is forbidden. A Post request for comment about the Southport case, sent to X's main media email account, was met with an automated response: "Busy now, please check back later."
Whatever they had heard about the stabbings, the men in tracksuits who showed up in the hundreds in the streets of Southport later Tuesday night were seething with anger -- and intent to take it out on authorities.
Patrick Hurley, Southport's member of Parliament, said the melee was carried out by "beered-up thugs" who were "using the horrific incident on Monday ... for their own political purposes."
Police identified the rioters as supporters of the English Defence League (EDL), a now-disbanded organization of anti-Islam agitators and soccer hooligans, who still gather often in raw, sometimes violent protests.
"There has been much speculation and hypothesis around the status of a 17-year-old male who is currently in police custody and some individuals are using this to bring violence and disorder to our streets," police said in a statement.
"It is sickening to see this happening within a community that has been devastated by the tragic loss of three young lives," Alex Goss, assistant chief constable of the Merseyside Police, said in a statement Tuesday. "Our officers and other members of the emergency services were faced with one of the most difficult situations they will ever face. Tonight, they find themselves being attacked as they endeavor to prevent disorder."
The former de facto leader of the EDL, Tommy Robinson, issued denials on social media, writing, "There's has been no EDL for over a decade." But in a video seen more than 3 million times since he posted it on Tuesday around 9 p.m., he argued that "anger is justified" in Southport, because the British authorities have "opened our borders," resulting in "children being butchered and murdered."
"You care more for Afghanis, Somalis, Eritreans, Syrians, Pakistanis," he shouted, red-faced. "They're a danger to us."
(Robinson's whereabouts are unknown since he fled Britain on Sunday night, on the eve of unrelated contempt-of-court proceedings.)
According to the Liverpool Echo news website, Jenni Stancombe, the mother of one of the slain girls, wrote on social media, "This is the only thing that I will write, but please stop the violence in Southport tonight."
Police said Wednesday that they had detained five men -- three of them from Southport -- after the riot and that further investigation was underway.
They are bracing for more violence.
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Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh killed in Iran, sparking fears of wider war
The killing, which Iran and Hamas blamed on Israel and pledged to avenge, threatens to plunge the region further into chaos and raised fresh doubts about Gaza cease-fire talks.
By Steve Hendrix, Missy Ryan, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-08-01

Hamas's political leader Ismail Haniyeh, center, flashes a victory sign while surrounded by Iranian lawmakers at the country's parliament in Tehran on Tuesday. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


JERUSALEM -- The brazen killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, an attack Iranian and Hamas officials blamed on Israel, plunged the Middle East into greater turmoil on Wednesday, unleashing fears of a wider regional conflict and upending months-long efforts to reach a cease-fire deal in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli officials declined to comment on the operation, even as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his government had dealt "crushing blows" to Hezbollah and Hamas in recent days, including a strike that killed Hezbollah's chief military officer in a Beirut suburb on Tuesday. Both groups are backed by Iran.
In a televised address, Netanyahu, facing intense global pressure to conclude his war against Hamas in Gaza, said that Israel would not tolerate aggression by any party. "Israel will exact a very heavy price for aggression against us from whatever quarter," he said.
The attack, a stunning security and intelligence failure, targeted Haniyeh as he visited Tehran for the inauguration of its new president. Senior Hamas official Khalil al-Hayya said Wednesday that the longtime leader, who was born in Gaza, was hit "directly" by a missile in the state guesthouse where he was staying.
Hayya, speaking at a news conference in the Iranian capital, accused Israel of striking Lebanon and Iran in order "to set the region on fire." Hamas and its allies don't want a regional war, he said, but the death of Haniyeh, who played a key role in negotiations to end the Gaza conflict, had sent a clear message -- "that our only option with this enemy is blood and resistance."
Haniyeh's assassination came just hours after an Israeli airstrike near Beirut targeted Fuad Shukr, a senior leader of Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group also locked in a decades-long conflict with Israel. Hezbollah confirmed his death on Wednesday. The Israel Defense Forces blamed Shukr for a rocket strike in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights over the weekend that killed 12 teenagers and children.
The cascading events, which came several months after Israel and Iran attacked each other with drones and missiles, threatened to push the region to the brink of an all-out conflict, with the Iranian leadership under pressure to respond. Still, the two sides might also exercise restraint. Israeli analysts said Israel hoped the risk of escalation would be outweighed by the demonstration of its military and intelligence prowess, allowing it to strike within Tehran.
Iran and Hezbollah, the most powerful of the groups aligned with Tehran, may want to avoid a full-blown war with Israel, a key ally and military partner of the United States. Washington could also impose more sanctions, inflicting further damage on Iran's already struggling economy.
Yoel Guzansky, a former official on Israel's National Security Council who is now a senior fellow at the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv, said the events were unlikely to alter the balance of power in the region or Israel's conflict with Hamas but would send a strong signal to Iran and its partners.
"It shows them they cannot be safe anywhere, even in Tehran," he said. "This is Israel getting some of its reputation for deterrence back."
The United States -- which is navigating its own standoff with Iran and its allies in Iraq, Syria and Yemen -- was quick on Wednesday to distance itself from Haniyeh's killing. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the Biden administration was not warned of the attack ahead of time and played no part in it. "This is something we were not aware of or involved in," he said in a TV interview in Singapore, without ascribing responsibility to Israel or anyone else.
Blinken declined to say what the attack might mean for the months of stop-and-start negotiations to reach a cease-fire deal in Gaza, one mediators hoped would also secure the release of Israeli hostages still held by Hamas. Talks were held earlier this week in Rome, before the attacks in Beirut and Tehran.
"The best way to bring the temperature down everywhere is through the cease-fire," Blinken said. "That's why the focus on the cease-fire needs to remain for us."
But the death of Haniyeh, who played a central role in the talks along with Yehiya Sinwar, Hamas's leader in Gaza, threatened to torpedo negotiations.
Haniyeh was "someone who saw the value of a deal and was instrumental to getting certain breakthroughs in the talks," according to a diplomat briefed on the recent cease-fire discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment on the negotiations.
A further delay in the talks would be a blow to civilians in Gaza and the families of Israeli hostages still held in captivity there. But it could be welcomed by Netanyahu, who has been accused of seeking to slow or derail the negotiations by introducing last-minute demands. The prime minister returned Sunday from a U.S. trip in which he was pressed at nearly every event to reach a deal with Hamas.
Netanyahu, in his address on Wednesday evening, signaled that he would not back down. Everything Israel has achieved in recent months, "we achieved because we did not give in, because we made courageous decisions despite the great pressure at home and abroad," he told Israelis. "And I tell you: This was not easy."
The Israeli military, without commenting on the events in Tehran, said it was not implementing precautionary measures across the country Wednesday. Netanyahu held a midday meeting with commanders at the country's military headquarters in Tel Aviv.
Israel's silence about the killing of one of its chief adversaries was in keeping with its posture following previous high-profile strikes and assassinations around the region, a "strategic ambiguity" that allows it to avoid official responsibility for extraterritorial operations while benefiting from the deterrent effect. After the missile strike in Iranian territory in the spring -- following a barrage of rockets and drones fired from Iran toward Israel -- official channels were quiet.
At a military exercise in northern Israel, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the IDF chief of staff, did not mention Haniyeh but did address Tuesday's attack in Beirut and boasted of his country's ability to reach targets in other countries. "The IDF knows how to operate and reach a certain window in a neighborhood in Beirut; it knows as well how to target a certain point underground," he said.
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant suggested that Israel would continue to seek a negotiated deal to release hostages still held by Hamas.
"Especially during these times, the state of Israel is working to achieve a framework for the release of hostages," Gallant said in a call Wednesday with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, according to a spokesperson.

Members of the Tehran University Council attend a protest Wednesday to condemn the killing of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


John Kirby, a spokesman for the White House National Security Council, said that further escalation following Haniyeh's death was not "inevitable."
"There's no signs that an escalation is imminent," he told reporters in Washington. "But I also said that we watch it very, very closely."
Within hours Wednesday, analysts began asking what purpose the killings served. In the case of Shukr, which Israel has taken responsibility for, the Israeli military eliminated the Hezbollah leader it considered the group's operational mastermind.
The IDF said it was specifically targeting the official responsible for the rocket attack that killed 12, all children and teenagers, on a village soccer field in the occupied Golan Heights. But beyond that, Shukr was a longtime lieutenant to Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah and seen by the IDF as the group's "senior military commander."
"For Hezbollah, the loss is very, very operational," said Matthew Levitt, a former senior U.S. official now at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "For Hamas, the loss is very, very political. But in both cases, [they] lost key interlocutors who were key people representing their group to Iran."
Haniyeh, who lived in Gaza for years before relocating to Qatar and then Turkey, was a crucial liaison between Hamas and the rest of the world. But his position at the top of the Hamas hierarchy has been in question since Sinwar, who has remained in Gaza, launched the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel and began wielding increasing power over the movement.
Still, Haniyeh's assassination drew condemnation from across the Arab and Muslim world, including vows of revenge from Iran and its allies.
"The criminal and terrorist Zionist regime martyred our beloved guest inside our house and made us mournful, but it paved the way for a harsh punishment to be imposed on it," Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said in a statement Wednesday, according to state-run media. 
In Tehran's Palestine Square, a giant banner draped from a building showed Haniyeh's photo below a message written in Hebrew: "Wait for harsh punishment."
In the occupied West Bank, hundreds of Palestinian protesters waved green Hamas flags and condemned Haniyeh's death.
Yemen's Houthi rebels, whom Israel targeted in an air attack in July, said they would forge ahead with support for Palestinians and "continue the path of resistance until victory."
The head of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, called it a "cowardly act and dangerous development."

Buildings seen Wednesday that were damaged in an Israeli strike the previous day in Beirut. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Egypt's Foreign Ministry, which has also played a key role in mediation with Hamas, condemned "the dangerous Israeli policy of escalation," which it said undermines efforts to end the fighting and human suffering in Gaza.
Qatar, which has hosted Haniyeh and other Hamas leaders at Washington's request for years, also said in a statement that the killing was a "dangerous escalation, and a flagrant violation of international and humanitarian law."
"Political assassinations & continued targeting of civilians in Gaza while talks continue leads us to ask, how can mediation succeed when one party assassinates the negotiator on the other side?" Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, the country's prime minister and foreign minister, said in a statement on social media. "Peace needs serious partners."
Susannah George in Dubai, Lior Soroka and Miriam Berger in Jerusalem, Sarah Dadouch in Beirut, Hazem Balousha and Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo, Hajar Harb in London, and Karen DeYoung and Dan Lamothe in Washington contributed to this report.
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Maduro urges Venezuelans to report protesters who question his reelection
Security forces are rounding up volunteers who monitored Sunday's vote, the opposition said.
By Ana Herrero, Maria Luisa Paul, Samantha Schmidt | 2024-08-01

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro speaks to his supporters Tuesday from the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas. (Jesus Vargas/Getty Images)


CARACAS, Venezuela -- Government security forces are detaining volunteer poll watchers who monitored the presidential election here Sunday, opposition leaders said, and President Nicolas Maduro is encouraging Venezuelans to report protesters who dispute the claim that he won.
More than 1,000 people have been arrested and at least 16 have been killed in mass protests since the election, government officials and civil society groups said Wednesday, as Venezuelans continued to question the reelection of the authoritarian socialist.
Maduro's electoral council says he defeated challenger Edmundo Gonzalez by 7 percentage points to win six more years in office, but has refused to publish voting data to support the claim.

Members of the Bolivarian National Guard riot squad arrest opponents of Maduro taking part in a protest in Caracas on Tuesday. (Yuri Cortez/AFP/Getty Images)


Independent exit polling, an analysis of results from a sample of voting centers and, the opposition says, the government's own records show Gonzalez captured twice as many votes as Maduro. Maduro claimed on Wednesday that the opposition had hacked the country's voting system.
U.S. officials, meanwhile, demanded Maduro release the data.
The Biden administration's "patience and that of the international community is running out on waiting for the Venezuelan electoral authorities to come clean and release the full, detailed data on this election," National Security Council spokesman John Kirby warned Wednesday. The United States, he told reporters, condemns "political violence and repression of any kind."
"We have serious concerns about the reports of casualties, violence and arrests, including the arrest warrants that Maduro and his representatives issued today for opposition leaders," he said. "Alongside the international community, we're watching and we're going to respond accordingly."

Participants prepare on July 21 in La Guaira to act as observers in their local voting centers on Venezuela's election day. (Lexi Parra for The Washington Post)


In the coastal state of Vargas, opposition leaders said, the crackdown against poll watchers began soon after Sunday's election. Security forces have detained multiple people, the opposition's chief campaign organizer in Vargas said, and many more have fled their homes in fear.
"These poll watchers played a key and fundamental role on the July 28 elections," Jose Rafael Rolon Cedeno told The Washington Post. "It was them who defended the physical voting tallies, which in turn helped us defend democracy in Venezuela. They were the ones that gave us the evidence that we had won. That's why the government is attacking" them.
Jesus Armas, an opposition campaign organizer in Caracas, said security forces and the Maduro-supporting bikers known as colectivos appear to be targeting low-income areas that have previously been strongholds of government support.
"They've arrested poll watchers for being in protests and organizing protests," Armas told The Post. "But we've also seen that poll watchers are targeted because, in many cases, they're community leaders. So it's not only that they served as poll watchers, but also that they're mobilizing people and are the heads of their communities.
"The government's goal, it seems, is to squash any protest -- especially in the areas that were once their bastions of power."
Foro Penal, a rights group that has been tracking arrests, injuries and deaths in the aftermath of the election, said it could not confirm that poll watchers were being targeted.
"We don't have that radar," said Gonzalo Himiob, the group's director. "What we have are detained opposition leaders, opposition mayors and people who were in the protests or, even without protesting, in the surrounding areas."
The government has also taken the crackdown into cyberspace. Speaking from the balcony of the Miraflores presidential palace on Tuesday, Maduro urged Venezuelans to report protesters on the government application VenApp. His government launched it in 2022 to receive reports of power outages and medical emergencies.
"We're opening a new page in the app for all the Venezuelan population, so they can confidentially give me all the information about the delinquents who have threatened the people -- attacked the people -- so we can go after them and bring them to prompt justice," Maduro said.
When the app was created, human rights advocates warned that it could be repurposed.
"We are watching the technology being used as a weapon of political persecution," said Luis Serrano, coordinator of the rights group RedesAyuda. "Here in Venezuela, peaceful protest is not a crime. What is dangerous and outside the law is that people take a picture of their neighbors and share it with authorities only for participating in a protest."
The government also launched the Telegram channel "Hunting Guarimbas" -- the word refers to blocking roads in protest -- where it's posting photos and videos of protesters and asking users to identify them.
Social media was flooded with complaints about VenApp, and by Wednesday, it did not appear to be available in either the Apple or Google app stores.
A spokesperson for Google said the company pulled the app Wednesday afternoon after determining it violated its policies against bullying and harassment. Apple didn't respond to a request for comment.
Opposition leaders said Wednesday that security forces had surrounded the Argentine Embassy in Caracas, where six opposition campaign staffers have been holed up since arrest warrants were issued against them in December. The embassy's power was cut off. Argentine President Javier Milei, who has questioned Maduro's election victory, denounced what he called a "deliberate action that endangers the safety of Argentine diplomatic personnel and Venezuelan citizens under protection."
The U.S. Embassy in Venezuela called on X for an end to the "threats and persecution" against the campaign staffers and for "the immediate approval of their safe passage."
Paul reported from Washington.
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Iran vows revenge for killing of Hamas leader in Tehran 
"We consider it our duty to take vengeance" for the death of Ismail Haniyeh, Iran's supreme leader said. Israel has not claimed responsibility for the attack.
By Susannah George | 2024-08-01

Thousands of people gathered in Tehran as the funeral procession for Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh began on Aug. 1.


Iran vowed to retaliate against Israel, which it blamed for the assassination of a Hamas leader in Tehran on Wednesday, an escalation in a years-long shadow war between the adversaries that in recent months has burst into the open with several high-profile attacks.
"We consider it our duty to take vengeance" for the death of Ismail Haniyeh, Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said in a statement. Khamenei blasted Israel, saying it had attacked the former political chief of Hamas while he was a "dear guest in our house."
Israel has not claimed responsibility for the attack.
The assassination of Haniyeh, who was in Tehran for the inauguration of Iranian president Masoud Pezeshkian on Tuesday, is a stinging embarrassment for the country's security forces and a significant blow to one of its closest allies. Iran's rulers didn't say how they would respond. Some in the country were bracing for sweeping arrests.
The Iranian government, gripped at home by a spiraling economic crisis and simmering unrest against increased social restrictions, has successfully dodged direct confrontation with Israel for months. Short of a miscalculation, analysts say, it is unlikely Haniyeh's assassination will upset that balance.
But Khamenei said Israel has "prepared a harsh punishment for itself," and Iran's Revolutionary Guard warned that any response would be "harsh and painful." State television anchors read the statements during rolling coverage of the attack Wednesday.

Iranians wave Iranian, Palestinian and Hezbollah flags to protest the killing in Tehran on Wednesday of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, whose image appears on the building in the background. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Haniyeh was one of the hundreds of leaders, diplomats and dignitaries in Tehran for Pezeshkian's inauguration, an event that Pezeshkian said showcased "a powerful, peace-seeking, and dignified Iran."
Pezeshkian was elected on a wave of support for Iran's reformists that appeared to reflect significant frustration with Iran's clerical rulers. During his inaugural address, he promised that "constructive engagement" would be the "cornerstone" of his government's foreign policy.
But after news of the attack broke, Pezeshkian's tone shifted.
"The Islamic Republic of Iran will defend its territorial integrity, honor, pride and reputation," Pezeshkian said in a statement posted on X on Wednesday with a photo of himself and Haniyeh on Tuesday clasping hands. Israel, he said, would "regret its cowardly action."
Many feared the attack, less than a full day into Pezeshkian's term, has already derailed Pezeshkian's plans for limited reform. Ordinary Iranians said the event was shocking and unsettling.
"This shows how deeply they have penetrated the security grid of the Islamic Republic," Reza, a 29-year-old pharmacist in Tehran, told The Washington Post. Speaking on the condition that his last name be withheld for fear of reprisals, he said he expected that any Iranian response would also involve its allies in Yemen, Lebanon and Gaza.

Iranian Ambassador to Lebanon Mojtaba Amani warned Israel on July 31 that Iran will retaliate following the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.


The attack Wednesday followed an Israeli strike Tuesday that killed a senior Hezbollah leader in Lebanon. Israel claimed responsibility for the attack on Hezbollah military commander Fuad Shukr on the outskirts of Beirut on Tuesday night but refused to comment on the attack on Haniyeh in Tehran on Wednesday.
Iran released little information about that attack, including where, exactly, it occurred. State media said Haniyeh was killed at 2 a.m. local time when a "raid" struck the guesthouse where he was staying in largely residential northern Tehran. Initial reports that it was an airstrike were not confirmed by officials.
Support for Haniyeh, Hamas and other armed groups that openly attack Israel has been a defining element of Iran's foreign policy for years. Tehran calls the groups the "Axis of Resistance," a loose alliance that also includes the Houthis in Yemen and Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Iranian commanders who work closely with the coalition were targeted in an Israeli airstrike in April. Two Iranian officers were killed in that attack on Iran's diplomatic compound in Damascus.
Iran responded with a highly telegraphed show of strength that appeared carefully calibrated to minimize actual damage -- and limit further reprisals. The country launched hundreds of missiles and drones at Israel, the majority of which were intercepted by Israeli missile defense systems. The sides avoided further escalation.
The missile barrage was launched largely by Iranian forces from Iranian territory. Analysts say this round could see coordinated attacks by Iranian allies from other countries.
"This wasn't just a strike on Tehran," said Sanam Vakil, director of the Middle East and North Africa program at London's Chatham House think tank. Unlike the April strike on Iranian personnel, she noted, the Wednesday attack targeted a non-Iranian senior member of Hamas, and so can be interpreted as an attack on all the groups allied with Iran.
"It opens the door to an Axis-led response, not just an Iranian response," she said.

Leaders from around the world reacted to the assassination of Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, on July 31, for which Iran blamed Israel.


Iran announced plans for a funeral procession through central Tehran on Thursday morning. Mourners were told to gather at Tehran University and march to Azadi Square, a route often used for official state ceremonies.
Haniyeh's body is to be flown to Qatar for burial. Haniyeh had lived in exile in Qatar with other Hamas officials since the group's Oct. 7 attack on Israeli communities near the Gaza Strip triggered Israeli's military campaign against the group.
Inside Iran, people contacted by The Post feared the prospect of mass arrests in the days ahead, similar to a spike in arrests that followed an attack claimed by the Islamic State group in Iran this year.
Iran's prosecutor general announced an investigation to hold people accountable for "negligence or fault" in Haniyeh's death, according to state media. Activists warned that the government could use the attack as a pretext to cast a broad net.
Frustration is still simmering over the government's violent response to protests after the 2022 death in morality police custody of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman detained for allegedly failing to wear a hijab properly. Social restrictions since then appeared to ease, but in recent months, security forces and morality police have returned to the country's streets in force.
Afshon Ostovar, a professor of national security affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School in California, said Iran's deep embarrassment over the security failures that allowed Wednesday's attack will motivate the regime's leadership to launch a highly visible response.
"This is a cycle of retaliation," he said. "Iran may not be able to stop Israel from hitting them, but every time they are hit, they can cause some pain."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/31/hamas-haniyeh-iran-israel-revenge/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Lebanon mourns victims of Israeli strike that killed Hezbollah commander
Hezbollah confirmed the death of one of its senior commanders, Fuad Shukr, in an Israeli airstrike, an attack that killed five other people, including children.
By Suzan Haidamous, Sarah Dadouch, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Kareem Fahim | 2024-08-01

Mourners on July 31 bid farewell to civilians killed in an Israeli strike the day before, which Hezbollah said killed one of its senior commanders.


HARET HREIK, Lebanon -- Hezbollah on Wednesday confirmed the killing of one of its senior commanders in an Israeli airstrike a day earlier, calling it a "major crime" without saying how it would respond, as Lebanon and the wider region waited on edge.
The confirmation of the death of the commander, Fuad Shukr, was delayed as rescue workers searched Wednesday through the rubble of a residential building in Haret Hreik, a heavily populated Beirut suburb, using excavators and drilling machines. Shukr had been on one of the bottom floors, a Hezbollah media officer explained.
The Israeli military, in a statement Tuesday, called Shukr a senior military commander and held him responsible for a strike in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights on Saturday that killed 12 children at a soccer field. Hezbollah denied carrying out that attack.
The location of Tuesday's strike -- less than three miles from central Beirut -- and its timing, as tensions between Israel and Hezbollah are spiking, led to fears of more escalation and worry that Lebanon would be plunged into war. Israeli officials suggested that their killing of Shukr amounted to closing a circle: their answer to the soccer field attack.
But Hezbollah gave no such assurances. In its statement Wednesday, the group said leader Hasan Nasrallah would outline Hezbollah's "political stance on this sinful attack and major crime" in a speech Thursday during Shukr's funeral.

Scouts carry the coffins of two children, Hasan and Amira Fadallah, during their funeral Wednesday, a day after they were killed in an Israeli strike on a building in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Khaled Desouki/AFP/Getty Images)


The Israeli strike killed at least five other people, including three women and two children -- Hasan Fadallah, 10, and his sister Amira, 6, their aunt said -- making it one of the deadliest single strikes for civilians in Lebanon during 10 months of fighting between Hezbollah and Israel. At least 80 people were injured, the Lebanese Red Cross said.
In a speech this month, Nasrallah vowed to retaliate for the killings of civilians by striking new areas in Israel.
During an emergency cabinet session Wednesday, Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati condemned the Israeli strike on Shukr as well as the killing, hours later in Iran, of Ismail Haniyeh, a Hamas leader.
"We wonder at the reason behind this escalation," Mikati said in a statement carried by Lebanon's state news agency. "We fear the situation will worsen if the countries concerned and the entire international community do not rush to curb this dangerous disorder."
In Haret Hreik, an area where Hezbollah enjoys significant support, security was stepped up Wednesday as the rescue workers searched the detritus of the eight-story building that was hit, causing several floors to buckle. The area, which is predominantly Shiite Muslim but also has Christian residents, was rebuilt by Hezbollah, with funds from Iran, after the last major war between the group and Israel, in 2006.
A few blocks away from the destroyed building Wednesday, hundreds attended a funeral for the Fadallah children, who were to be buried in a cemetery normally reserved for Hezbollah fighters.
The children's aunt, Zainab Sultani, said Israel and the United States were "responsible for what happened." She had learned that the children were in peril from the family WhatsApp group, when her sister asked for help digging them out of the rubble. The children's father, Mohamad, and their elder brother, Ali, were still hospitalized.
When the elder brother and her own son grow up, she said, they "will join the resistance and take revenge" for the siblings.
Fears of a wider war echoed in the neighborhood. Mariam Hasan, 48, an emergency room doctor at the local Sahel Hospital, said the staff was continually preparing for mass-casualty events. "Every six months we carry out training maneuvers to be prepared for natural disasters and terrorist attacks and wars," she said
The night of the attack on Shukr, she was headed home but turned back to the hospital once she heard the blast. "Our hospital is ready for a war," she said, but she added that she wanted a different future. "We have enough disease, poverty and misery; we do not need wars."
Mohamad Ezzedine, a retired banker who lives next to the building where Shukr was killed, said his windows were shattered in the blast, but he had been through worse. His previous house was destroyed during the 2006 war. Now he worried about what was to come.
"Everything is possible," he said.
Dadouch and Fahim reported from Beirut.
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Guinean court finds former president guilty of crimes against humanity 
The conviction of Moussa Dadis Camara and other leaders came in a landmark trial centered on the massacre and mass rape of protesters by Guinean security forces. 
By Mohamed Barry , Rachel Chason | 2024-07-31

Capt. Moussa Dadis Camara, leader of the putschist camp, is seen on Dec. 25, 2008, in Conakry, Guinea. (Seyllou Diallo/AFP/Getty Images)


CONAKRY, Guinea -- A Guinean court ruled Wednesday that the country's former president and six other leaders had committed crimes against humanity in connection with a massacre and mass rape carried out 15 years ago by security forces.
Former president Moussa Dadis Camara was found guilty based on his "command responsibility," sentenced to 20 years in prison and ordered to pay reparations.
The landmark trial centered on the events of Sept. 28, 2009, when Guinean security forces opened fire on peaceful protesters calling for democracy inside a stadium in the capital, Conakry. Camara was among 11 leaders, including one of his top aides and two government ministers, who were charged in the case, which kicked off in September 2022 after more than a decade of calls by victims and their families for justice.
More than 150 civilians were killed and more than 100 women raped by forces who then tried to cover it up, according to a United Nations commission and accounts collected by Human Rights Watch. Lawyers for the victims had asked for life sentences for seven of the 11 defendants, including Camara, and reparations for the psychological and physical harm done to victims.
Camara and nine other defendants sat next to each other in court Wednesday, their faces largely implacable as a judge spent several hours reading the charges and verdict in the case. The 11th defendant, Col. Claude Pivi, who was minister for presidential security, escaped from a detention facility in November 2023 and remains at large.
Among those convicted in addition to Camara was Lieutenant Aboubacar Diakite, the former head of the presidential guard, who was sentenced to 10 years in prison. The judge ordered those convicted to pay victims and their families, in total, the equivalent of nearly $400,000. 
"This is a really positive first step," said Tamara Aburamadan, a counsel in the International Justice Program. "It has been 15 years, and victims are still suffering from physical and psychological trauma." Aburamadan stressed that it will be essential to carry out the decision.
Four defendants were acquitted.
Human rights experts warned that despite the verdict, there remain concerns about repression by Guinea's government, which has been since 2021 run by a military junta. Lawyers for both the plaintiffs and defendants boycotted the trial on Wednesday, sending their assistants, because of a nationwide strike announced two weeks ago by the Guinean Bar Association over arbitrary arrests and secret detentions allegedly carried out by the junta.

Soldiers on Oct. 2, 2009, unload bodies of victims shot dead by Guinean junta forces several days earlier at a demonstration in front of the Conakry great mosque. (Seyllou/AFP/Getty Images)


Two prominent activists from the opposition party were detained three weeks ago and are being held in an undisclosed location. The arrests are part of a broader crackdown on civil liberties that has been documented by Amnesty International and includes the suspension of media outlets and the killing of protesters.
When the trial opened, survivors recounted the horrors they experienced. Djenabou Bah said she was just 9 years old when she headed with her friends to the stadium, where soldiers stabbed and raped her. Oumar Diallo recounted how a soldier broke his arms with a rifle, which prevented him from working as a truck driver for years afterward. Saran Cisse recalled begging security forces to kill her instead of rape her. They did not listen.
"I'm scared," Cisse said in an interview this week. "I want truth and reparations."
Cisse said she and other victims are nervous about their safety and that of their families. She said many of those who committed the atrocities in 2009 remain free. "Everyone knows where I live, how I go out, how I dress, everyone knows," said Cisse, who called for help to leave Conakry, even if just for a few months. "It is the same for all the victims."
Aminata Soura Diallo, who was stabbed by a soldier in the chest during the protests in 2009, said she did not have enough money to treat her wound after the massacre and has suffered for years afterward.
"We want truth to win," she said in an interview. "There are many victims who have died, who are sick, who don't have any hope for reparations.
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Russia transfers dissident Kara-Murza and other political prisoners 
Questions on Wednesday about the whereabouts of numerous political prisoners in Russia added to speculation about preparations for an exchange between Russia and the West. 
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-08-01

Russian activist Vladimir Kara-Murza arrives for a Senate panel hearing on Capitol Hill in 2017. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Vladimir Kara-Murza, a longtime opposition politician and Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post Opinions contributor who is serving a 25-year sentence in Russia for treason because he criticized the war in Ukraine, was being moved from the penal colony where he was being held, prison officials said on Wednesday, to an uncertain destination.
Officials from Russia's penitentiary service told Reuters that Kara-Murza was being transferred from the colony, IK-6 in the Siberian city of Omsk, but would not say to where. Kara-Murza has been in poor health, but his lawyer, Vadim Prokhorov, said that the defense team could not get access to their client at an Omsk hospital for two consecutive days.
Prokhorov's statement, on Facebook, added to mounting speculation by lawyers, prisoners' relatives and journalists that the United States, Germany and potentially other countries are preparing for a sweeping prisoner swap with Russia.
Also this week, at least seven other political prisoners in Russia disappeared from the colonies where they were being held, including opposition figures Ilya Yashin, Lilia Chanysheva and Ksenia Fadeeva, as well as activist Oleg Orlov and artist Alexandra Skochilenko, a move that lawyers described as extremely unusual. In addition to Kara-Murza, two other prisoners were reported to have gone missing Wednesday, bringing to 10 the total number suddenly out of communication.

Alexandra Skochilenko, an artist and musician, is escorted by officers to a courtroom in St. Petersburg in October. She was sentenced to seven years in prison for a trivial antiwar protest. (Dmitri Lovetsky/AP)


According to Prokhorov, Kara-Murza is due to appear in court on Thursday, but it is not clear whether the hearing will be held. At the same time, he said, hospital administrators would not confirm that Kara-Murza had been moved.
Plane spotters on Wednesday reported that a special government aircraft, part of the flight squadron "Russia," which is managed by the presidential administration, visited several regions where the missing prisoners were being held before returning to Moscow, prompting speculation that some of them were moved to the capital.
A lawyer for Paul Whelan, an American former Marine who was convicted of spying in 2020 and is serving a 16-year sentence in Russia, said that she is unaware of his whereabouts and cannot contact him.
"There are rumors about a possible exchange," the lawyer, Olga Karlova, told the Interfax news agency. "I sent a request to the colony administration, but they are not responding."

National Security Council Spokesman John Kirby is asked about the whereabouts of Paul Whelan.


Karlova said she requested that the Public Monitoring Commission, a government body overseeing prisoners across Russia, visit Whelan and establish his whereabouts. Eva Merkacheva, a member of the commission, said the group did not have any information about a potential swap but did not rule it out.
"Could this be a group exchange? Anything is possible," Merkacheva wrote on her Telegram blog. "This has never happened in modern Russian history, but in Soviet history it did. Could this be a pardon? In the case of some, it could have been (as they wrote a petition to the president), but the rest did not do this."
Maria Ponomarenko, a journalist serving a six-year sentence for spreading "fakes" about the Russian military, was not brought to a scheduled court hearing on Friday, her employer, RusNews, posted on its Telegram channel.

Paul Whelan, a former U.S. Marine, is escorted to a court hearing in Moscow in 2019. He was convicted of spying in 2020 and is serving a 16-year sentence in Russia. (Dimitar Dilkoff/AFP/Getty Images)


Prisoners' relatives and friends said they are unaware of the reasons for the transfers.
A lawyer for one prisoner told The Washington Post on Tuesday that the defense team did not get any heads-up about a potential swap, but "everything looks very unusual and extraordinary; something very unusual is going on."
"I don't believe in coincidences; it looks like well-coordinated actions," the lawyer said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of concern about legal repercussions for communicating with a foreign news organization.
There was no confirmation from American or Russian officials that the prisoner movements were connected to an exchange. However, senior Russian officials, including Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, have said that talks are underway for an exchange that would involve the American journalist Evan Gershkovich, a reporter for the Wall Street Journal, convicted in Russia this month of espionage -- charges that he, his employers and the U.S. government say are baseless.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Wednesday declined to comment on the possibility of a prisoner exchange, as he did the day before when also asked about the speculation.
On Tuesday, Rico Krieger, a German citizen who was sentenced to death after being convicted in Belarus of terrorism, was pardoned in a surprise move by the country's authoritarian leader, Alexander Lukashenko. Some analysts suggested that Krieger could be involved in a swap as Russia is known to be seeking the release of Vadim Krasikov, an assassin serving a life sentence in Germany.
Russia also holds a 19-year-old dual Russian-German citizen, Kevin Lik, who was recently sentenced to four years for treason. On Tuesday, Lik disappeared from a colony in the remote northern Arkhangelsk region.
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Where does Hamas go from here? 
The killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh could disrupt cease-fire talks and strengthen the position of more extreme figures inside the militant group.
By Louisa Loveluck, Hajar Harb, Hazem  Balousha, Miriam Berger | 2024-07-31

A Palestinian carries a picture of the late Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed in Iran, during a march to condemn his killing at the Burj al-Barajneh Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut on Wednesday. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)


JERUSALEM -- The killing of Hamas's political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, on Wednesday upends cease-fire talks at a critical moment and, in the longer term, risks empowering more hard-line figures within the movement, according to experts and officials monitoring the group.
Haniyeh was Hamas's diplomat. He led its operations from exile in Qatar. Through 10 months of war, he was the group's negotiator on the global stage, tasked with brokering a deal acceptable to the group in exchange for pausing fighting and releasing scores of Israeli hostages.
"In the short term, it is pretty clear that it will, at best, postpone the cease-fire negotiations indefinitely," said Erik Skare, a researcher at the University of Oslo and author of a forthcoming book on Palestinian militancy. "Hamas would have little interest negotiating with Israel after the latter assassinated one of its most senior members."
Israel has remained quiet about the assassination but is widely seen to be responsible.
Political analysts described Haniyeh's death in Tehran as a significant blow but cautioned that earlier assassinations of figures with greater political or symbolic influence had not substantially weakened the group. Israel killed a series of Hamas political and military figures in 2003. By the end of the following year, it had assassinated the group's founder and Haniyeh's mentor, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, and then-leader, Abdel Aziz Rantisi.
"While his death will undoubtedly leave an impact, this wound will soon be healed," Suhail al-Hindi, a member of Hamas's political bureau, said of Haniyeh's killing.
Haniyeh, who had already survived multiple attempts on his life, is likely to be swiftly replaced, said Azmi Keshawi, Crisis Group's Gaza researcher. "Hamas is a well-constructed movement. They have lost their biggest leaders before, and a replacement is always ready," he said.
The movement's leadership structure is horizontal, meaning that other senior figures "have the experience and authority to step in," said Jeroen Gunning, a professor of Middle Eastern politics and conflict studies at King's College London and the author of "Hamas in Politics." "There's an obsession within Israel with assassinating top Hamas leaders because it's a symbolic act, but it doesn't do very much here in terms of the conflict overall, except push back a cease-fire and a two-state solution."
It is unclear how many of Hamas's leaders on Oct. 7 -- the day Hamas militants attacked southern Israel and killed about 1,200 people -- remain alive. Yehiya Sinwar, the group's leader in Gaza, is thought to be running operations from the enclave's extensive tunnel network. On July 13, an Israeli strike targeted the head of Hamas's military wing, Mohammed Deif, and it is publicly unknown whether he survived. Scores of Palestinians were killed during that attack.

Yehiya Sinwar, second from right, then the new leader of Hamas in the Gaza Strip, and senior political leader Ismail Haniyeh, left, sit next to the son of Mazen Faqha, a Hamas leader who was fatally shot by unknown gunmen in the Gaza Strip, during a memorial in Gaza City on March 27, 2017. (Mahmud Hams/AFP/Getty Images)


At least 39,000 Palestinians have been killed in the war. More than 100 Israeli hostages have been released from Gaza, but dozens more remain in captivity, with their fates uncertain.
The group's leadership structure is divided between those inside Gaza and those on the outside. Haniyeh stepped down as Hamas's leader in Gaza in 2017 to assume his latest position. Since then, Sinwar, who is considered more ideologically hard-line, has been the driving force behind policy inside Gaza and was among the masterminds of the Oct. 7 assault that caught some Hamas leaders abroad off guard.
Traditionally, Hamas has used internal elections to select political leaders. "It's not entirely clear how much of the process they have been famous for is still intact, or whether different wings in different places communicate as fully as they did before. But Hamas has a long history of holding elections in very adverse circumstances, including when they have been in the prisons," Gunning said.
A key question now is which camp Haniyeh's replacement will hail from. Haniyeh "was one of the moderate figures within Hamas, compared to the other, hawkish leaders or personalities," said Mkhaimar Abusada, a political scientist who fled Gaza for Egypt late last year.
"The assassination of Haniyeh also matters because it potentially alters the power dynamics within Hamas, and not in favor of those desiring a cease-fire or a two-state solution," Skare said. "Much depends on who takes Haniyeh's place in the short and then long term, after internal elections."
After nine months of war, the Hamas-run government remains a key source of civil authority across the Gaza Strip -- a testament to the group's reach and resiliency, and a reflection of the limits of the military campaign aimed at eradicating it.

Palestinians evacuate a body from a site hit by an Israeli bombardment on Khan Younis in southern Gaza on July 13. (Jehad Alshrafi/AP)


Israel's campaign to eliminate the group has been ruinous for Gaza. The enclave's ability to feed itself has been destroyed, and famine is looming. Every family has seen loved ones killed in the war.
On Wednesday, Palestinians in Gaza described mixed feelings at the news of Haniyeh's killing. Some Gazans were angry at senior Hamas leadership for provoking the war and in some cases not sharing the suffering of the people. Some said they felt exhausted and depressed about a conflict that shows no signs of abating.
Many Palestinians who voted for Hamas in 2006 -- the last legislative elections to be held in Gaza -- did so to protest the ruling Fatah party, which was widely viewed as corrupt and incompetent. Haniyeh was the group's first prime minister.
Karima Hassan, 63, said she had voted for Hamas but had been disappointed when its promise of reforms yielded little change. "They just brought us from one war to another," she said.
Some Palestinians fretted that Haniyeh's death would empower more hard-line figures at the top of the party.
"I feel sad because Haniyeh was considered relatively balanced," said Fadi Ahmed, 41, a father of four. But mostly he was angry at Hamas leadership for provoking the war. His children have all been severely wounded in the war, he said. "The fire in my heart will not cool down except with killing of their leaders outside Gaza, so that they taste the pain of loss that I have been living for seven months," he said.
The assassination, experts said, was unlikely to bring an end to that suffering.
"I'm very much sure that cease-fire negotiations will be on hold for some time," Abusada said. "No one will dare from Hamas to speak about a cease-fire with Israel right now, or in the very near future."
Harb reported from London and Balousha from Cairo.
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Israel has a long history of assassination operations across borders
Often the country has refused to confirm its role in targeted killings across borders, preferring a strategic ambiguity that allows a veil of deniability.
By Jennifer Hassan, Maham Javaid | 2024-07-31

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh stands before a giant photograph showing al-Aqsa Mosque in the Old City of Jerusalem, at his home in Gaza City in April 2018. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post) 


Israel has pursued its enemies from afar for decades, targeting Hamas leaders not only in the Palestinian territories but much farther afield.
The killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran early Wednesday likely adds to the list. Hamas has described the death of Haniyeh, the head of its political wing, as an assassination. The group, along with Iran, blamed Israel for the killing and vowed retaliation -- raising fears that the Middle East could be plunged into further chaos.
The Israel Defense Forces and the Israeli prime minister's office declined to comment on Haniyeh's death in Tehran, and Israel has not claimed responsibility.
Israel does sometimes confirm its role in targeted killings. The Israeli military said this week that it had killed Fuad Shukr, whom it called Hezbollah's most "senior military commander," in an Israeli airstrike in Beirut on Tuesday. Israel's military said the attack on Shukr was retaliation for a deadly rocket strike in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights on Saturday.
But often the country has refused to confirm its role in targeted killings across borders, preferring a strategic ambiguity that allows a veil of deniability.
Here are some of the other significant plots to kill Hamas leaders that have been linked to Israel.

Palestinian supporters of Hamas scramble to catch fliers thrown from a mosque to the crowd below during the funeral for Yahya Ayyash on Jan. 6, 1996. (Jim Hollander/Reuters)


Yahya Ayyash, the chief bombmaker for Hamas, was killed by answering a rigged cellular phone in Gaza in 1996. Nicknamed "The Engineer," Ayyash was likely targeted by Israeli agents, The Washington Post previously reported. 
Ayyash was believed to be responsible for introducing suicide bombings as a terrorism weapon against Israel, the New York Times reported in 1996, adding that Israel considered him the mastermind behind terrorist attacks since 1992 that had claimed at least 60 lives and wounded hundreds.
While nobody claimed responsibility for Ayyash's killing, Israeli state radio first reported his death, citing "informed Israeli sources."
Ayyash's killing sparked a string of fatal bus bombings in Israel.

Thousands of people gathered at the funeral of Yahya Ayyash in Gaza on Jan. 6, 1996, a day after he was killed in a cellphone explosion.


Khaled Meshal, a Hamas leader who grew up in the West Bank, survived an Israeli assassination attempt in Jordan in 1997.
Meshal left the West Bank after the Israeli takeover in 1967, moving to Kuwait and then in 1991 to Jordan, where he was an active member of Hamas. He became the chief of Hamas's political bureau in 1996, as reported by The Post.

Khaled Mashal, center right, then leader of Hamas's political wing, helps carry the body of his mother during her funeral in Amman, Jordan, on Sept. 4, 2016. Mashal, who survived an assassination attempt in Amman in 1997 allegedly authorized by then-Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, was permitted for humanitarian reasons to visit Jordan for three days for  his mother's funeral. (Jordan Pix/Getty Images)


One year later, while on a street in Amman, the Jordanian capital, Meshal was injected in the ear with a lethal poison by the Mossad, Israel's overseas intelligence agency, in an operation approved by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Meshal survived, after Jordan's King Hussein arrested the agents responsible and threatened to break a newly minted peace accord with Israel if it did not provide the poison's antidote. The agents were later released in exchange for an apology for the botched assassination and the release of 20 Palestinian prisoners.
The Hamas leader continued to live in Jordan until 1999, when the group was banned by the king; then he moved to Qatar, then Syria, and back to Qatar. Meshal became the group's top political leader in 2004 after Israel assassinated Sheikh Ahmed Yassin and Hamas's political leader in Gaza, Abdel Aziz Rantisi.
Meshal remains a senior figure in Hamas.

Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Hamas's founder and spiritual leader, confers with Ismail Haniyeh at his house in the Gaza Strip in 2002. (Suhaib Salem/Reuters)


Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, founder and spiritual leader of Hamas, was killed in an Israeli helicopter strike in Gaza City in March 2004.
Yassin, a wheelchair-bound Palestinian cleric, was among those who established Hamas in 1987.
Yassin spent years of his life in an Israeli prison. In 1983 he was arrested by Israeli forces for allegedly forming an underground organization and possessing weapons. He was released two years later as part of a prisoner swap, according to Al Jazeera.
In 1989, he was arrested again and sentenced to 40 years in prison, charged with inciting violence and ordering the killing of an Israeli soldier. He was released in 1997 after Jordan's King Hussein struck a deal with Israel.
Following Yassin's death, Rantisi was named his successor, though Rantisi was killed in an Israeli airstrike less than a month later.

Palestinians gathered at the scene of the killing of Sheikh Ahmed Yassin on March 22, 2004, and called for revenge against Israel.


Abdel Aziz Rantisi had been the top Hamas leader inside the Gaza Strip for barely a month when an Israeli helicopter fired two missiles on his white Subaru sedan in the streets of Gaza and assassinated him alongside two bodyguards in April 2004.
Rantisi had taken the helm after Yassin's assassination that March. Formerly a pediatrician, Rantisi was known for his lack of compromise with Israel and could mobilize tens of thousands of Palestinians into the streets within hours.

Senior Hamas official Abdel Aziz Rantisi speaks on the phone next to the chief of Palestinian Authority police, Ghazi al-Jabali, during mourning for Hamas founder and spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin following his funeral on March 22, 2004, at a stadium in Gaza City. (Pedro Ugarte/AFP/Getty Images)


The missiles had come three days after President George W. Bush met with Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon and vowed to wipe out Palestinian terrorism, according to a Post story from 2004.
Israel defended the assassination.
"We are preventing terrorist attacks, and part of the prevention is to go after terrorists like Rantisi," said Gideon Meir, deputy director general of the Israeli Foreign Ministry. "Anyone who will replace him and will continue this business of terrorism against Israel is a legitimate target."
Rantisi was taken to al-Shifa Hospital, where he died.
"Israel will regret this -- revenge is coming," Haniyeh told reporters at the hospital at the time. "This blood will not be wasted. ... The battle will not weaken our determination or break our will."

Thousands of Palestinians attended the funeral of Abdel Aziz Rantisi in Gaza City on April 18, 2004, one day after he was killed in an airstrike on his car.


Mahmoud al-Mabhouh, a senior Hamas operative, was assassinated in a hotel room in Dubai in January 2010. Hamas officials accused Israel of the killing and vowed revenge.
Israeli officials, in keeping with standard policy on such allegations, did not comment, The Post reported at the time.
Mabhouh was one of the founders of Hamas's military wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, and was widely known for his involvement in the kidnapping and killing of two Israeli soldiers in 1989, The Post reported.

Palestinians from Hamas and other groups carry pictures of slain Hamas operative Mahmoud al-Mabhouh as they call for vengeance for his killing and protest Israel, in the Palestinian refugee camp of Ein el-Hilweh near the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, in February 2010. (Mohammed Zaatari/AP)


Citing medical reports supplied to the family, Mabhouh's brother said the documents indicated that Mabhouh had been subjected to electric shocks and strangulation.
Dubai's official media office did not mention a cause of death but quoted police and security officials who said Mabhouh entered the country on Jan. 19 and was found dead within a day, suggesting that his movements were being tracked.
Cate Brown, Susannah George and Mohamad El Chamaa contributed to this report.
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What to know about Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader killed in Iran
Haniyeh was under U.S. sanctions and wanted by the International Criminal Court. The political leader was the public face of Hamas.
By Frances Vinall | 2024-08-01
Ismail Haniyeh was killed in Tehran early Wednesday in an apparent assassination. Here's what to know about the longtime leader of Hamas's political wing, whose operations were conducted from the Qatari capital, Doha.
Haniyeh led Hamas's 15-member political bureau since 2017, the pinnacle of his long career with the group, which was founded in 1987. He was first appointed assistant to Hamas's founder, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, in 1997.
Yehiya Sinwar, the group's leader in Gaza, and its military chief, Mohammed Deif -- who was targeted in an Israeli strike earlier this month -- prefer to stay in the shadows. Haniyeh, who was considered one of Hamas's more politically pragmatic leaders, has in recent years been the public face of the group, traveling to meet with foreign leaders. He had lived in Qatar since 2020, according to the Council on Foreign Relations.
Yassin and Haniyeh were both injured in an Israeli strike on Gaza City in 2003. The following year, Israel killed Yassin and Hamas's next leader in quick succession, leaving Haniyeh to join a new collective leadership.

Ismail Haniyeh, the head of Hamas's political wing, has been killed in Iran, Hamas announced July 31, describing the death as an assassination.


While Hamas historically boycotted elections, Haniyeh supported the party's participation in the 2006 legislative elections. Hamas, led by Haniyeh, went on to win the elections amid widespread frustration with the Ramallah-based Palestinian Authority, dominated by rival party Fatah.
Haniyeh served as Palestinian Authority prime minister in a brief unity government that followed; however, in 2007, Hamas ousted the Palestinian Authority in a short civil war and seized control of Gaza. The Palestinian Authority maintains control of parts of the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Neither group has held democratic elections in the years since.
Haniyeh led Hamas within Gaza until 2017, when he was promoted to political leader of the larger organization (which has branches for Gaza, the West Bank, the diaspora and among Palestinians detained in Israeli prisons). He was succeeded in his previous role by Sinwar.
One of Haniyeh's key roles was to oversee the group's financial operations, drawing from sources including taxes on Palestinians in Gaza and fees on black-market smuggling that proliferated amid the Israeli blockade. U.S. officials estimate Hamas has an investment portfolio worth more than $500 million, and possibly as much as $1 billion, with assets in countries such as Sudan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Algeria and the United Arab Emirates. It also has other international funding sources, including Iran.
In 2018, the U.S. State Department placed Haniyeh on its Specially Designated Global Terrorists list, which triggers economic sanctions. "Haniyeh has close links with Hamas' military wing and has been a proponent of armed struggle, including against civilians," it said at the time. "He has reportedly been involved in terrorist attacks against Israeli citizens."
The International Criminal Court's prosecutor sought an arrest warrant for Haniyeh in May, along with Sinwar and Deif, for charges of  war crimes and crimes against humanity including murder, rape, torture and taking hostages, during and since the Oct. 7 attack on Israel. (Warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant were also sought.)

Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh waves after a visit to the house of a newly released Palestinian prisoner in Gaza City in 2009. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


Haniyeh was born in January 1963, according to the Hamas media office, in the Shati refugee camp near Gaza City. His parents were refugees of the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, fleeing from a destroyed Palestinian village near what is now the city of Ashkelon in Israel, according to the media office.
Israel imprisoned Haniyeh for six months in 1988, and for three years in 1989, for participating in the first intifada, a mass uprising of Palestinians against Israel. Israel deported him and some 400 other Hamas and Palestin Islamic Jihad members to Lebanon upon his release. He returned to Gaza in 1993 amid a detente between Israelis and Palestinians with the Oslo peace process, and became dean of the Islamic University, where he had earlier studied Arabic literature.
Israeli airstrikes have killed several of his close family members -- including three of his sons, at least two of his grandchildren, and his sister and her family -- in recent months.
In 2014, his home in Gaza was destroyed in an Israeli strike.
Miriam Berger and Rachel Pannett contributed to this report.
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At least 16 reported dead as Maduro meets Venezuelan protests with force
President Nicolas Maduro accused opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez of "criminal violence" and a close ally called for their arrests.

By Samantha Schmidt, Ana Herrero | 2024-07-31

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez greet supporters in Caracas on Tuesday. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


CARACAS, Venezuela -- As Venezuelans poured into the streets for a second day of protests Tuesday, President Nicolas Maduro accused opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez of "criminal violence," and a close ally called for their arrests.
Protesters are demanding Maduro publish voting data in an election they say he stole, and the authoritarian socialist has responded with force. At least 16 people have been killed in clashes across the country since the vote Sunday, according to the rights group Foro Penal and a survey of hospitals. The dead include one soldier, the defense ministry said.
Jorge Rodriguez, president of the Maduro-controlled national assembly and brother of Maduro's vice president, blamed Machado and Gonzalez for the violence and demanded their arrests. The government, he said, doesn't negotiate with "fascists."
Earlier Tuesday, masked men in black forced opposition leader Freddy Superlano and two members of his team into a vehicle in Caracas and drove them away. The Public Ministry said more than 700 people have been arrested.
The attacks and threats are an escalation for Maduro, who claims to have won reelection Sunday despite exit polls and, the opposition says, the government's own records that show Gonzalez won twice as many votes. The Carter Center, invited by the government to observe the election, said late Tuesday that "it did not meet international standards of electoral integrity and cannot be considered democratic."
While protesters across Venezuela and leaders throughout the world demand that Maduro prove he won, he is doubling down against opponents.
"There is clearly an absolute and total determination to not respect the popular will of the people through their vote, and to never respect peaceful protest in the streets," said Alfredo Romero, president of Foro Penal. "It sends a clear signal of authoritarianism that has always existed but is increasing."
Late Monday, opposition leaders uploaded printouts of voting center records compiled by thousands of citizen poll watchers, which they said proved Gonzalez's victory.
"We will defend every vote, and we will make sure the regime recognizes what the whole world knows," Machado told a sea of people outside the U.N. mission in Caracas: "Edmundo is our next president."
Gonzalez addressed himself to the armed forces: "There is no reason to repress the people of Venezuela."
"We insist that you respect the will of the people" as expressed in the election and "stop the repression of peaceful protests," he said in a message on X. "You know what happened on Sunday ... The truth is the way to peace."
Thousands of Venezuelans descended on the capital, on motorbikes and by foot, many from working-class neighborhoods that once supported Maduro and his mentor, Hugo Chavez, the founder of the socialist state.
Some carried receipts. As Gonzalez and Machado addressed the crowd, a man approached waving a long ribbon of paper -- one of tens of thousands of voting records that together, the opposition says, show Gonzalez won.
"We have proof!" the man shouted.

Machado and Gonzalez wave voting records that they say prove he won the presidential election. (Alexandre Meneghini/Reuters)


Maduro, speaking to supporters at the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, taunted Gonzalez.
"Come after me. I'll be waiting for you in Miraflores," he said. "Come after me, coward."
The United States rejected calls for the opposition leaders' arrests.
"Venezuelans have the constitutional right to express their views freely & without reprisal," Brian A. Nichols, assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere affairs, wrote on X. "Actions to detain or arrest members of the democratic opposition show that lacking any evidence to back Maduro's electoral claims, he resorts to repression."
The claim by Maduro's electoral council that he won was contradicted by at least two independent sources.
A Caracas-based group that obtained official results from a random sample of 971 voting centers across the country estimated Gonzalez received 66 percent of the vote to Maduro's 31 percent.
New Jersey-based Edison Research, which interviewed 6,846 voters as they left 100 voting locations on Sunday, recorded 65 percent for Gonzalez and 31 percent or Maduro.
Pollsters consider nearly identical results produced by two different methodologies strong evidence of accuracy.
The opposition, which has gathered what it says are more than 80 percent of the voting records Sunday, says they show Gonzalez won with 67 percent to Maduro's 31 percent.

Protests erupted across Venezuela on July 29, soon after President Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner in a disputed election.


The Atlanta-based Carter Center, which sent 17 observers and experts here in late June, said it could not "verify or corroborate the results" declared by the Venezuelan electoral council, "and the electoral authority's failure to announce disaggregated results by polling station constitutes a serious breach of electoral principles.
"Venezuela's electoral process did not meet international standards of electoral integrity at any of its stages and violated numerous provisions of its own national laws." Problems, the center said, included restrictions on candidates, civil society and the media, the use of government resources to boost Maduro and inadequate provisions for voter registration.
The United States and several Latin American countries have said the government should release the records on which the council is basing its claim that Maduro won. They include Colombia and Brazil, neighboring countries with leftist leaders who have had friendly relations with Maduro.
"It is normal that there is a dispute," Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, a lion of the Latin American left, told Globo TV on Tuesday. "How do you resolve this dispute? Presenting the voting records."
"If there's any doubt between the opposition and the government, the opposition files a complaint and will wait for the courts to make a decision, which we'll have to accept. I'm convinced it's a normal, peaceful process."
Venezuelan allies Russia, China, Iran, North Korea and Syria have expressed support for Maduro, as have Latin American friends Cuba, Nicaragua, Bolivia and Honduras.
In the Chacao neighborhood of Caracas, a caravan of hundreds of motorcycles was intercepted by the National Guard, who fired tear gas and rubber bullets at them.
Rafael Gutierrez, a 30-year-old mechanic from Petare, one of Venezuela's largest slums, said the caravan was "protesting peacefully" until the National Guard arrived.
"We all saw how he cheated us," Gutierrez said. "We don't want a bloodbath. We have family and friends all supporting our cause. Now it's in the hands of God."
Outside the U.N. mission, protesters waiting for Gonzalez and Machado waved red, yellow and blue signs and sang the national anthem. A banner advised: "Let's go with the truth and without violence."
"You can see it, you can feel it, Edmundo is president" they chanted -- in Spanish, it rhymes -- and the word that has echoed across the capital for the past two days: "Libertad!" "Freedom!"
Among the thousands waiting under the tropical midday sun was a group of women in their 60s who served as poll watchers on Sunday. Some stayed at their voting centers from 4 a.m. until past midnight to monitor the vote and collect the voting records.
"We're on our way out of this," said Virginia Castro Saporiti, 61. "Maduro has the power, but Maria Corina has the authority. ... This will fall, with national and international pressure, and the strength of an entire country that wants change.
"We know the hours and days ahead will be difficult, but we'll keep going until the end."
On Monday, crowds marched to Miraflores, tying up traffic, banging pots and pans and demanding the end of the socialist state. Across the country, protesters burned billboards of Maduro and destroyed statues of Chavez.

Protesters clash with Venezuela's National Guard in Caracas on Monday. (Henry Chirinos/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


At least 177 people were detained, Foro Penal said.
Forty-eight soldiers and police officers were wounded, Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez said, in what he called "violent actions promoted by the Venezuelan extreme right" during a "media coup d'etat" supported by "North American imperialism."
The apparently spontaneous demonstrations appeared to stand apart from the several waves of civil unrest aimed at the Venezuelan government over the years in that they included former supporters of Chavez, Maduro and their movement, called chavismo.
"The whole mountain is coming down. Nobody wants it anymore," said Deivis Limis, 40.
He said he had walked along a highway on Monday for more than four hours from his neighborhood of Caucaguita to join crowds in the capital.
"We aren't protesting, we're asking for our votes. He lost a clear loss. He has to leave," Limis said. "We can't continue in this yoke that he has on us."

Protesters wave the national flag in Valencia. (Jacinto Oliveros)


In Petare, where large protests broke out Monday, the streets were empty Tuesday, and most businesses were closed.
A group of around 50 heavily armed men dressed in black with their faces masked were guarding the exits.
In the 23 de Enero neighborhood, colectivos -- Maduro-supporting bikers -- prevented residents from attending the rally outside the U.N. mission, according to a resident who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals.
Maduro ordered security forces to quell the protests in a "maximum mobilization."
"We've seen this movie before," he said in televised remarks Monday. "We know how to face these situations and how to defeat the violent ones."

Venezuelans remonstrate with security forces in Caracas. (Fernando Vergara)


Maduro is under investigation by the International Criminal Court, the first investigation of its kind in Latin America, into claims that his security forces participated in the torture and extrajudicial killings of dissidents during street uprisings against him in 2017.
Scott Clement in Washington and Marina Dias in Brasilia contributed to this report.
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Don Lemon is suing Elon Musk over his canceled X partnership
The deal was called off after Musk participated in a contentious interview with Lemon this year.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-08-01

Don Lemon at the White House Correspondents' Association dinner in Washington in 2022. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Former CNN anchor Don Lemon filed a lawsuit against Elon Musk and his social media platform Thursday, alleging that the billionaire and X executives used "false promises" to entice him into an exclusive partnership then killed the deal after Musk was rankled by an interview with Lemon.
Musk, who rarely grants interviews, sat in March for an hour-long conversation in which Lemon peppered him with questions about some of his most controversial behavior, from his drug use to his growing political influence to his stance on content moderation. Hours after the interview was taped at Tesla's Austin headquarters, Musk sent a curt text to Lemon's agent canceling the deal.
"Executives used Don to prop up their advertising sales pitch, then canceled their partnership and dragged Don's name through the mud," Lemon's attorney, Carney Shegerian, said in a statement. "Don is an accomplished and hard-hitting journalist who's committed to defending his good name and holding X's executives accountable."
Musk and X did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Post.
X, formerly known as Twitter, sought the partnership with Lemon during a fraught period for the platform, which Musk purchased in 2022. At the time, X was struggling with an exodus of advertisers amid surging misinformation and troubling posts from Musk, notes the complaint Lemon filed in California superior court.
Executives "sought to affiliate with reputable figures whose name, likeness, identity, and reputation they could use to piggyback off to retain advertisers. Lemon was a top prospect," the complaint states. "A gay, Black man with an excellent reputation and a household name, he was the perfect candidate to partner with to aid their dying advertisement revenue."
The "content partnership" between Lemon and X was announced in early January with some fanfare. Musk said Lemon would be paid $1.5 million for a one-year deal to make exclusive videos on X, according to Lemon's complaint, and touted additional rewards such as cash incentives and a portion of advertising revenue generated by his content.
After the partnership was agreed upon in January, Lemon spoke of X as "the biggest space for free speech in the world." But things soured after the March interview with Musk, who was set to be the first guest on Lemon's show.
By that point, Lemon had spent "hundreds of thousands of dollars" building his own media company, developing his show, hiring staff and building a studio to produce his content for X, Lemon details in his complaint. He was later told that he wouldn't be paid because there was no signed agreement, "despite Musk previously representing to Lemon that there would be no need for a formal written agreement or to 'fill out paperwork.' "
Musk and other X executives concealed their true intentions from the start, Lemon alleges in the complaint, knowing that "if they accurately represented to Lemon that the purpose and meaning of the exclusive partnership deal was to use Lemon's name, likeness, reputation, and identity to rehabilitate Defendants' reputation and draw in advertisers to the X platform, Lemon would never have agreed to do what he did."
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Amazon cracks down on Teamsters' union efforts, labor leaders detained
Video footage from a July 17 protest obtained by The Post shows the New York City Police Department rounding up and handcuffing union leaders, after Amazon complained. 
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-08-01

Workers rally in support of unionization in front of the Amazon LDJ-5 warehouse on Staten Island in New York in 2022. Seven labor leaders affiliated with the Teamsters and Amazon Labor Union were handcuffed and detained during a rally outside the warehouse on July 17. (Calla Kessler for The Washington Post) 


Seven union activists with the Teamsters were handcuffed, detained and criminally charged while protesting outside an Amazon warehouse in Staten Island last month, as tensions between the e-commerce giant and the powerful union escalate.
Video footage of the July 17 protest obtained by The Washington Post shows New York Police Department officers rounding up and restraining union leaders -- including Teamsters officials and local warehouse union activists -- after warning them they would be "subject to arrest," for remaining on "Amazon property," amid a crowd of protesters.
The Teamsters say the incident took place on public land outside the warehouse, where police have informed workers they can safely protest. An NYPD officer says in a video that the protesters were on Amazon's property. But NYPD officials told The Post they could not provide details about the incident because there was no police report.
"This is what union busting is all about," Antonio Rosario, a Teamsters' lead Amazon organizer in New York, yelled into a megaphone, as local police threaten to arrest protesters, video footage shows. "This is not Amazon property," he later added.
The Teamsters' demonstration, which included a picket and rally, was timed to coincide with Amazon Prime Day.
Mary Kate Paradis, an Amazon spokeswoman, said in a statement that "all non-employees were asked to leave our property," and that after several attempts to ease the situation, the company had "engaged local law enforcement, as is our standard protocol."
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.
The crackdown on organizers comes not long after the Amazon Labor Union officially affiliated with the Teamsters, a new partnership that marked an escalation of the fight to organize Amazon, including the warehouse complex in Staten Island that serves New York City.
The New York Police Department charged union leaders with a combination of trespassing, refusal to disperse and disorderly conduct, according to criminal court summons reviewed by The Post.
But later, after this article's publication, Teamsters spokeswoman Kara Deniz said the union received word that the charges had been dropped as the NYPD did not submit the summonses to the court.
Police restrained union leaders on a strip of land near an Amazon warehouse, known as LDJ5. Multiple union protests and large gatherings have been held without police intervention at the location. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders (I) and New York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D) gave speeches and rallied with Amazon workers on the same spot in 2022.
Detained union leaders were surprised at the turn of events. Earlier in the day, a police officer had snapped a photo of labor activists posing with an inflatable corporate fat cat at the same place where union activists were later handcuffed.
A spokesperson for the New York Police Department said the agency did not have an arrest record on file for the incident. They said a criminal court summons did not qualify as an arrest.
The Teamsters disputed that claim, noting that police threatened protesters with arrest, handcuffed them, transported them to the police station, confiscated their phones and cameras and criminally charged them -- all common elements of being arrested.
Amazon has long been hostile toward efforts to unionize its workforce. The company has ramped up its anti-union tactics in recent weeks, as the Teamsters have devoted resources, staff and expertise to their fight, union activists say.
In 2022, the Staten Island complex's largest warehouse -- known as JFK8 -- became the first Amazon facility in the United States to vote to unionize, notching one of the biggest victories for the labor movement in a generation. But that effort subsequently floundered amid an onslaught of legal challenges from Amazon and internal union conflicts. Amazon has also refused to recognize the union.
Union activists at the facility cemented their partnership with the Teamsters in June, when warehouse workers voted by 98 percent to affiliate with the transportation workers' union. The Teamsters has some 1.3 million members nationwide and a national campaign to unionize workers at Amazon, the county's second-largest private employer.
Since the affiliation with the Teamsters became official, Amazon has cracked down on organizing efforts, said Connor Spence, Amazon Labor Union president, who was elected this week to lead the local union, replacing former president Christian Smalls.
Inside the warehouse, anti-union consultants monitor workers, and the company has removed pro-union messages on an internal bulletin, Spence said. Organizers have also been disciplined for leafleting outside the warehouse and threatened with termination, he added. Meanwhile, the company has also beefed up security by installing new fencing near where labor activists congregate and requiring company identification for access to its parking lot.
Paradis, the Amazon spokeswoman, said that warehouse has had "several incidents" in recent weeks "where individuals have trespassed and refused to leave our property, which is why we've added additional security measures to the site."
"You have no ability to do anything," said Spence, the union's new president. "They didn't let us do the picket. They brought the union busters back. They've been disciplining people like crazy. Amazon definitely sees the Teamsters' presence as an escalation."
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A long shot for vice president, Pete Buttigieg is suddenly everywhere
Biden's secretary of transportation appears unlikely to join the Kamala Harris ticket but he's delighting his fans by seizing the moment on social media with policy fights and political stumping.
By Ian Duncan | 2024-08-01

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg does an interview on the North Lawn of the White House last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


On Sunday, Pete Buttigieg was on Fox News, challenging the "warped reality" that an aging Donald Trump is "perfectly fine ... even though he's rambling about electrocuting sharks." On Monday, he was on "The Daily Show," denouncing Trump's running mate, JD Vance. And on Wednesday, he proclaimed on MSNBC that the former president is afraid to debate Vice President Harris.
"Precisely because it's going so well for Kamala Harris out of the gate," Buttigieg said, "I expect that Trump and his Republican Party will get crazier."
The Buttigieg blitz -- at least 30 media appearances, a Washington news conference and trips to two swing states over the past two weeks -- is viewed as a kind of an ongoing audition to join Harris atop the Democratic ticket. On Monday, Buttigieg acknowledged that he is "probably" being vetted in a process expected to reach its conclusion in the next few days.
But while he is seen as a long shot for VP, the blizzard of Buttigieg appearances is thrilling his legions of fans on social media, who see the young Midwestern mayor turned transportation secretary as an adept messenger for a reshaped, post-Biden campaign.
Fans who have stuck by Buttigieg since his 2020 White House bid often identify themselves with a bee emoji -- an insider reference to his memorable encounter with a bee during an Iowa campaign rally -- or recently more simply with a dragon. Across TikTok, X, YouTube and Threads, they share videos of his appearances and boost his remarks, adding notes saying he "NAILS it," "SCHOOLS Fox host" or simply "slays."

Buttigieg offers remarks on the continued flight disruptions affecting Delta Air Lines after a global computer outage in July. (Rod Lamkey/AP)


"This is why people love seeing you go on those shows, because that framing is perfect," Daily Show host Jon Stewart marveled Monday after Buttigieg used his military service in Afghanistan to mock Vance's claim that childless people are less committed to the future of the country. ("I didn't have kids back then, but I will tell you, especially when there was a rocket attack going on, my commitment to this country felt pretty physical," Buttigieg said to enthusiastic applause.)
The sudden transformation of the presidential race -- Vance's selection, Biden's withdrawal, Harris's rise -- has coincided with a frenzied month for the aviation system, giving Buttigieg an opportunity to demonstrate the Transportation Department's powers to stand up for passengers' rights even as he serves as a political attack dog for Democrats on broader issues.
His current media sprint began July 19, when a global computer outage led to a wave of flight cancellations around the world. On X, Buttigieg said his department had reminded airlines of their obligations to stranded passengers. And as Delta Air Lines struggled to recover from the outage, canceling thousands of flights, he later announced that his department was launching an investigation into the situation.
That Friday night, however, he switched to campaign mode on Bill Maher's show, delivering an initial response to Vance's selection as Trump's running mate a few days earlier.
"When I got to Harvard, I found a lot of people like him who would say whatever they needed to to get ahead. And five years ago, that seemed like being the anti-Trump Republican, so that's what he was," Buttigieg said, noting that Vance once referred to Trump as "cultural heroin" and "Hitler."
The next night, Buttigieg popped up at a fundraiser with Harris in Provincetown, Mass. And the day after that -- as Biden tweeted his decision to withdraw from the race and questions swirled around the path forward -- Buttigieg joined a wave of senior Democrats to endorse Harris.

Buttigieg reviews his notes during a flight to Denver in April. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Since then, he's appeared on TV regularly -- and not just on friendly networks like MSNBC. For years, Buttigieg has accepted invitations to appear on Fox News, venturing where other leading Democrats are often anxious to go. His appearances on Fox often attract extra attention from supporters, who highlight his focus in the face of tough questioning and revel in his ability to politely but firmly control the conversation.
Tim Miller, a former spokesman for Jeb Bush and the Republican National Committee, said Buttigieg may not be the ideal messenger for Fox's conservative audience, but that he likely appeals to a slice of independent-minded viewers.
"Showing up does matter," Miller said. "There are a lot of Democrats who are scared to go on Fox, who don't think that it's valuable, that there aren't any persuadable voters watching Fox. That's just not true."
The Trump campaign did not respond to questions about Buttigieg's attacks.
In a field of potential running mates that includes three governors and Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly, Buttigieg is not considered among the leading contenders. Even some accounts sporting bee emojis have expressed doubt that America is ready to vote for a ticket that would include both the first woman president and the first gay vice president.

Buttigieg, a former mayor of South Bend, Ind., made a bid for the White House in 2020 and earned a narrow win in the Iowa caucuses. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Whatever happens, Buttigieg is expected to continue to play a significant role in the campaign, keeping up a steady stream of media appearances and events. A TikTok account named Buttigieg Wins catalogues his clips -- some of which have racked up millions of views -- and the Harris campaign has shared them on X.
Nina Smith, a Democratic strategist and traveling press secretary for Buttigieg's 2020 presidential campaign, said Buttigieg is capturing the renewed excitement Democrats feel about the election since Harris has consolidated support and begun to build momentum.
"It's now become this groundswell of organic excitement," Smith said, "and he's channeling that."
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Work Advice: When to report office affairs and when to keep mum
Readers weigh in on whether a worker should notify a co-worker's wife that he's cheating on her. 
By Karla Miller | 2024-08-01

(Tony Studio/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


Readers have been divided over whether a recent advice seeker should tell the wife of a co-worker that her husband was cheating on her at work. Some readers strongly felt the letter writer should stay out of it. Others, many of whom had been in the wife's position, felt just as strongly that the letter writer should clue her in, even though they barely know each other.
But one phrase kept coming up in the discussion: "hostile work environment," which the reader worried about being accused of creating. On the other side, some commenters argued it was the reader who was being subjected to a "hostile work environment" after stumbling upon the affair partners in a supply closet.
According to employment law experts I consulted, however, "hostile work environment" has a specific legal meaning that doesn't seem to apply in either case. While the couple's behavior was inappropriate for the workplace, "there's a difference between unprofessional action ... and unlawful action," said Amy Epstein Gluck, chair of the Employment, Labor and Benefits department at Pierson Ferdinand.
To qualify as a hostile work environment, the behavior has to be "severe or pervasive" enough to interfere with an affected employee's ability to perform their job -- and it has to be both subjectively (in the witness's eyes) and objectively (to a reasonable person) hostile or offensive, Epstein Gluck explained.
Even though it might not meet the legal criteria for a hostile work environment, however, the sordid secrets of the supply closet may still be something the employer would want to know about, according to employment attorney Jack Tuckner of Tuckner, Sipser, Weinstock & Sipser.
"Presumably, the company wouldn't condone the closeted consorting in any event, as it could ... lead to sexual harassment or retaliation claims should the canoodling couple's relationship go south, as these affairs often do," wrote Tuckner via LinkedIn.
So that leaves the reader in the same situation as before: Bearing an unpleasant secret and torn about whether, how and to whom they should say something, with only their conscience as a guide.
To complicate things more: Even when a situation seems to meet the standards of a hostile work environment -- severe or pervasive harassment -- reporting it doesn't guarantee clarity, as another reader reported.
"I stuck my neck out for a young single woman who was being harassed by my co-worker, an older married man," said the reader, who asked to remain anonymous. "I regret it."
At the time, the reader, married and in her late 30s, shared a workspace at a large corporation with a female intern. An older, married male co-worker "was smarmy with the intern when no one else but me was around. Making personal comments, touching her shoulder or arm," the reader said in an email.
Although the intern didn't directly rebuff him, she was clearly uncomfortable. "The intern told me in confidence how she dreaded coming into the office. She would practically beg me not to leave her alone with him," the reader said. So the reader, also uncomfortable with what she was observing, offered to talk to management and human resources. The intern "seemed relieved that I was willing to intervene on her behalf," she said.
HR interviewed all three workers for several months, after which the senior employee took early retirement. The intern also left soon after. "She never met my eyes nor spoke with me again," said the reader, who found her work environment had changed for the worse because "word had gotten out."
She, too, ended up leaving the department and now wonders whether the situation "could have been handled more informally," she wrote. "Once management was involved, there was no going back." If the intern had directly told her male colleague his attentions were unwelcome, "I think he would have slunk off," the reader said.
The reader even questions her own motives: "I spoke up because of situations I've been in, in the past ... and wishing I had done something different than just ignore it or laugh it off," she wrote. "I didn't consider the repercussions to others; to my working relationships, to the guy's wife, to the intern's ability to keep her summer job."
Reader, for what it's worth, I say you're being way too hard on yourself.
First, you don't know if the guy would have quietly slunk off if the intern had spoken up. He might have lashed out or sabotaged her in ways that would be hard to prove. That's why harassment victims find it hard to speak up in the first place, and why they often end up second-guessing themselves.
Second, you aren't to blame for the intern's regret or embarrassment, how HR handled it, or even the wife's feelings. Your former colleague is. He clearly knew his behavior was not okay, because he knew enough to hide it from almost everyone. Why were you the exception? Maybe he assumed you would lend propriety without intervening, a complicit chaperone in his game of gentleman caller and ingenue.
Third, your motives are fine. You put the intern's needs first by hearing her concerns and asking what she needed from you. But even if you hadn't, you still would have had the right to go to HR on your own behalf.
"It's not just direct targets who can experience a hostile work environment -- witnesses to harassment or inappropriate behavior can be affected too," and they are legally protected from retaliation for reporting concerns in good faith, Tuckner confirmed.
I'm sorry the repercussions bounced back on you and the intern. I can't say whether what you did was the One Right Thing -- but it was a good thing. And that's as close as most of us can hope to get.
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Senate Republicans are set to block a child tax credit expansion
Senate Republicans are expected to block legislation to cut taxes for working families and extend some corporate tax breaks, likely dooming a bipartisan compromise the House had approved.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-08-01

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), the Republican nominee for vice president, delivers remarks during a rally at Middletown High School in Middletown, Ohio, on July 22. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post)


Senate Republicans are expected to block legislation Thursday to cut taxes for working families and extend some corporate tax breaks, likely dooming a bipartisan compromise that the House had overwhelmingly approved and raising the stakes on taxes for this fall's elections.
The $79 billion legislation would expand eligibility for the child tax credit, or CTC, among the lowest-income families and adjust payments for inflation for the 2024 and 2025 filing years.
It would also bolster certain business tax credits -- including deductions for research and development, interest expenses and investments in equipment -- that were limited in an effort to cap the total costs of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax cut law. The bill, the product of negotiations between Senate Democrats and House Republicans, passed the lower chamber with a large bipartisan majority in January.
But Republicans mostly oppose the measure, reasoning that they could write a more conservative tax bill in 2025 if they win control of Congress and the White House. Tax legislation will be high on the agenda for the next Congress: Major provisions of Trump's tax law are set to expire next year, which would sharply increase taxes on individuals and families, while leaving massive tax breaks for corporations in place.
"Senate Republicans are looking at the calendar, and they have decided they care more about the results of the election than in passing a law," Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer said Wednesday on the Senate floor. "They hope that if things go their way, they can get a more conservative package sometime in the future. And they're willing to walk away from expanding programs like the child tax credit along the way."
Democrats don't expect to win the vote, which needs the support of 60 members to end debate under Senate rules. Instead, they plan to use it to train focus on Republican vice-presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance (Ohio). He voiced support for the legislation before he was tapped as Trump's running mate and has since come under fire for past comments about the U.S. birth rate.
In recently resurfaced comments, for instance, Vance suggested that Americans with children should have more voting power than childless voters. He also described Democrats as "a bunch of childless cat ladies" and has aggressively supported policies to encourage parents to bear more children. Advocates of the child tax credit expansion say it would do just that.
Democrats have leveled a pointed attack at Vance over these issues, repeatedly calling him "weird."
"There's a lot of weird, bizarre stuff going around. Everyone is going to find out on Thursday who's a supporter, particularly of large families," Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) said ahead of the vote.
The legislation was the product of a compromise between Wyden and Rep. Jason T. Smith (R-Mo.), the chairs of Congress's tax-writing committees. But the proposal had lost momentum in the Senate months ago after Sen. Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), in line to chair the Senate Finance Committee if Republicans win control of the chamber, announced his opposition.
"I expect most Republican senators are going to stick together and back Crapo. We can get a much better deal if we wait. We're going to get one shot at this, and to waste that shot on this bill -- in my judgment -- would be foolhardy," Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-La.) told The Washington Post.
Lawmakers and both presidential campaigns are already staking out their positions on taxes in preparation for a bruising legislative fight next year.
Vice President Harris has backed President Biden's plan to preserve the 2017 law's individual tax cuts while increasing rates on businesses and people earning more than $400,000.
Trump has vowed to preserve individual tax cuts and also potentially lower corporate taxes from 21 percent to as low as 15 percent.
"If the argument is, 'We can get a better deal later,' that's if we win the Senate, if we win the House, and if we win the White House -- if that's the argument for not doing it, then why can't, if those ifs come true, we do a better tax bill?" Sen. Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.), who supports the legislation, said. "I like the sure thing."
Under the bill, low-income families could claim the child tax credit for multiple children; current law only counts it for one child for the lowest-earning families. Starting in 2025, the benefit would have been linked to inflation, which would add up to a roughly $100 jump. The Internal Revenue Service says it can apply the changes retroactively to taxes filed in April if the measure becomes law.
Nonpartisan estimates say it would lift 400,000 children out of poverty. A previous, more generous Biden-era expansion of the credit kept 3 million children out of poverty, according to research conducted by Columbia University's Center on Poverty and Social Policy. The expansion expired at the end of 2021, and child poverty spiked immediately afterward.
Business groups in Washington have also rallied around the corporate tax provisions. Officials say limiting deductions on research and development have restrained spending on product innovations that could bring down consumer costs. Without them, industry leaders say, small businesses could struggle to afford investments, such as new equipment and larger payrolls. That policy remains a GOP priority in a 2025 tax bill, lawmakers say.
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Bill Ackman's Pershing Square USA calls off IPO
The fund from the billionaire hedge fund manager, aimed at everyday investors, had recently slashed fundraising targets.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-07-31

Bill Ackman speaks at the Wall Street Journal Digital Conference in Laguna Beach, Calif., on Oct. 17, 2017. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


Pershing Square USA, the fund from billionaire hedge fund manager Bill Ackman, said Wednesday that it's withdrawing a planned initial public offering after struggling to secure investor backing.
Ackman, who has become a vocal opponent of diversity, equity and inclusion efforts, had initially set an ambitious fundraising target of $25 billion for Pershing Square USA's IPO. The fund's target was lowered to $2 billion this week, and a key investor recently backed out.
In a statement, Ackman conceded that he faced questions about whether this was the right way forward while on a roadshow to whip up excitement for the IPO.
"One principal question has remained: Would investors be better served waiting to invest in the aftermarket than in the IPO?" Ackman said in a statement Wednesday, referring to the market for stock and bonds after they are originally issued.
For now, the fund's IPO will be put on ice, despite "enormous investor interest," Ackman said. "We will report back once we are ready to launch a revised transaction."
Ackman made a name for himself on Wall Street as an activist investor, taking significant positions in companies and then overseeing lucrative turnarounds, including with fast food giant Wendy's, mall operator General Growth Properties and rail operator Canadian Pacific.
With Pershing Square USA, Ackman was looking to leverage the influence he wields on social media to build a publicly traded fund for everyday investors. He made his way into the limelight in recent months as an outspoken critic of DEI efforts in schools and corporate America, helping to lead the campaign to oust Claudine Gay, Harvard's first Black president.
A former Democratic donor, Ackman endorsed Donald Trump for president this month.
"I assure you that I have made this decision carefully, rationally, and by relying on as much empirical data as possible," Ackman said in his post to more than a million followers on X announcing the endorsement.
Pershing Square USA is set to be Ackman's first new investment vehicle in 10 years. It was underwritten by Citigroup Global Markets, UBS Securities and BofA Securities, according to a prospectus filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
In a candid note to investors in his management company last week, Ackman outlined concerns he encountered in a roadshow spanning "more than 150 in-person and Zoom meetings, town halls, financial adviser teach in's etc." Among them were Ackman's outsize presence at Pershing Square Capital Management and the $25 billion fundraising target, which investors saw as "too large," he said in the letter.
"It requires a significant leap of faith and ultimately careful analysis and judgment for investors to recognize that [this company] will trade at a premium after the IPO when very few in history have done so," Ackman wrote.
Ackman did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
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Fed keeps interest rates steady. But cuts aren't far off.
Progress on inflation means central bankers may be ready to trim rates as soon as September.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-08-01

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell in D.C. on July 15. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


The Federal Reserve is almost ready to trim interest rates for the first time since the pandemic began, with a long-awaited rate cut probably coming as soon as September -- but officials are willing to wait a bit more just to be sure.
That was the message Wednesday from Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell, who stopped just short of saying the central bank was ready to pare back borrowing costs but made clear that progress was being made. For some time, the overall sense from the Fed has been that it needs a little more time and information to cement confidence that inflation is easing and the job market is growing at a more sustainable pace. Now, the growing question from Wall Street and households alike is: What are you waiting for?
"It's going to be the inflation data. It's going to be the employment data," Powell said at the end of the Fed's two-day policy meeting, where officials left rates high and unchanged for a year. "It's going to be the balance of risks as we see it. It's going to be the totality of all of that that help us make this decision."
Major stock indexes flashed green throughout the day, bolstered by the possibility of a September cut.
Preston Mui, senior economist at Employ America, a left-leaning think tank, said "big differences in time are made up of smaller differences" that will eventually tip the Fed toward a cut. He noted that typically, there are about six weeks between Fed meetings, with only so many data releases falling in between.
But at the end of the summer, the Fed goes on a longer stretch from July to September, with an annual August conference in between. Even though Powell all but said September could be the moment, there will be a clearer picture on inflation and the labor market by the time officials convene again, Mui said.
"It could end up being the case that things look a lot different in September than they do now," Mui said.
The Fed entered 2024 hopeful that its fight to control inflation would keep on churning, after encouraging reports in late 2023. But the first few months of the year handed central bankers a brutal surprise, with hotter-than-expected price data pushing rate cuts back. Initially, economists and officials questioned whether something more worrisome was bubbling up and keeping inflation from reaching a more normal 2 percent.
But Powell noted that the recent string of data is even "a little better than what we saw last year." He described "a broader disinflation" in which prices are cooling across the board, most notably in housing, which makes up a major share of Americans' budgets and took far longer to simmer down than expected.
"It's a lot better," Powell said. "Now, the job is not done. I want to stress that. And we're committed to getting inflation sustainably down to 2 percent. But we need to take note of that progress."
The practiced and staid Fed chief generally holds back from forecasting too far into the future.  But some Fed watchers are antsy for the first cut. They argue rates that stay too high for too long can backfire, causing cracks in the labor market if employers pull back or even lay people off. Those signs haven't emerged yet. But officials have acknowledged that they have to balance their inflation goals with protecting the labor market more evenly than they have over the past few years.
"Go too soon, and you undermine progress on inflation," Powell said. "Wait too long or don't go fast enough, and you put at risk the recovery. And so we have to balance those two things. ... It's a rough balance."
The last time officials convened, in June, they penciled in just one rate cut before the end of the year, down from three a few months before that. But Fed officials are taking their time because they've been thwarted by the economy's unexpected turns before.  Crucially, the Fed was slow to react when prices surged in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic -- a mistake that forced the central bank to hoist borrowing costs in a rush to catch up.
Through it all, though, the Fed has managed a rare feat: bringing inflation down without causing a recession or blow to the job market. (The Fed's preferred inflation gauge clocked in at 2.5 percent in June.) The economy grew at a surprisingly strong 2.8 percent in the second quarter, capping two years of solid expansion. The extreme labor shortages from the pandemic have also faded away, but employers are still hiring.
In the backdrop is the presidential election, in which Republicans and Democrats are campaigning on vastly different plans for the economy. While the Fed is loath to get involved in politics, it doesn't operate in a vacuum. Many economists, for example, warn that former president Donald Trump's proposed policies of higher tariffs and mass deportations would worsen inflation. If he wins in November and his agenda is enacted, the Fed's inflation fight could be upended.
Powell has made something like an Olympic sport out of not commenting on the election, and he shut down questions about the campaigns. Meanwhile, on Wednesday afternoon, Trump told the National Association of Black Journalists that, if elected, he would "bring interest rates down" to ease grocery prices. (The president does not set interest rates, and the Fed closely guards its ability to set policy independent from the rest of Washington.)
For the economy as a whole, it might not matter much if the Fed cuts in July versus September. Rather, it's about the signal. Speaking to The Washington Post this month, Boston Fed President Susan Collins noted how bumpy the inflation fight has been. That makes it especially important that "we really stay the course" while keeping a close eye on any other emerging risks.
"From my perspective, I have gained some confidence with the last three months," Collins said on inflation. She added, "I think we're not quite there yet."
Eric Rosengren, who ran the Boston Fed from 2007 to 2021, said it was too soon to know if the Fed will cut more than once -- largely because of the presidential election. After September, the Fed's remaining meetings for 2024 are the week of the election in November and then again in December. To avoid political backlash, the Fed would probably steer clear of a rate cut in November. But by December, the economy may be headed in different directions depending on who wins.
"We have two candidates who have very different fiscal policies, and at least some of those fiscal policies could start changing the forecast," Rosengren said. "So I think the committee probably is going to want to be pretty neutral on what they do after September."
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Boeing names next CEO as losses skyrocket
Kelly Ortberg, former CEO of Rockwell Aerospace, will try to turn around a company beset by safety scandals and production issues. 
By Aaron Gregg, Lori Aratani | 2024-07-31

Kelly Ortberg at a Rockwell Collins production facility in 2016. (Daniel Acker/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


Boeing on Wednesday named Robert "Kelly" Ortberg as its next CEO and president, tapping an industry veteran to turn around a company beset by safety scandals, production problems and steep losses.
Ortberg, 64, former CEO of Rockwell Collins, is scheduled to officially take over Boeing on Aug. 8. He will succeed Dave Calhoun, who will retire at the end of the year but remain as a special adviser to the board through March.
Boeing named Ortberg to the top job as the company reported a second-quarter net loss of $1.4 billion, more than triple that of a year earlier. Its revenue came in at $16.8 billion, down 14 percent from the same quarter last year.
"Boeing has a tremendous and rich history as a leader and pioneer in our industry, and I'm committed to working together with the more than 170,000 dedicated employees of the company to continue that tradition, with safety and quality at the forefront," Ortberg said in a statement. "There is much work to be done, and I'm looking forward to getting started." Boeing's stock finished up 1.93 percent on Wednesday.
He will receive a compensation package worth over $39 million including bonuses and stock options for his first two years at the company, vesting over the next four years, according to a filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission.
Analysts generally applauded the choice of Ortberg, saying his previous experience as chief executive of one of Boeing's leading suppliers of aviation electronics and communications gear would serve him well as he attempts to get the aerospace giant back on track.
"He is the perfect combination of insider and outsider, who really knows the industry," said Richard Aboulafia, a managing director at the aerospace consulting firm AeroDynamic Advisory. He noted that Rockwell Collins under Ortberg's leadership was known for good communication between management and the people doing the work.
In a sign that Ortberg will be a more visible presence in the company's factories than his predecessors, he plans to be based not at the company's Arlington, Va., headquarters, but in Seattle, according to an individual familiar with his decision who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
That move was immediately welcomed by members of the union that represents Boeing engineers in Seattle, which said in a statement that such a move "would show a commitment not only to all employees but to the safety, design and build of aerospace products."
Ortberg began his career in 1983 as an engineer at Texas Instruments and moved to Rockwell Collins in 1987 as a program manager. Once there, he steadily moved up the ranks, becoming president and chief executive in 2013. After five years leading Rockwell Collins, he steered the company's integration with United Technologies and RTX before retiring from RTX in 2021.
According to his LinkedIn page, he led Rockwell Collins through two of the largest acquisitions in company history: the purchase of B/E Aerospace in 2017 and ARINC in 2013. Ortberg has a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Iowa.
Calhoun's last several months as Boeing's leader have been marred by a series of crises, including the Alaska Airlines blowout in January, production issues, glitches that have stretched out the first crewed flight of the Starliner space capsule, and a guilty plea to felony fraud related to 737 Max crashes from years ago.
In June, Calhoun faced a barrage of questions from outraged lawmakers during an appearance before the Senate's Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, chaired by Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), a longtime critic of Boeing, which he described as an "iconic company that somehow lost its way."
Peter McNally, global head of analytics at the financial research firm Third Bridge, said via email that as Boeing's new chief executive, Ortberg's task is clear -- the company must deliver more aircraft to increase revenue and profit -- but executing it will not be easy.
In June, the company announced it delivered 44 commercial jets, the most so far this year. But the number still represented a 27 percent drop on an annual basis. After an audit turned up concerns about the company's production and quality-control process, federal regulators announced in May that it will cap 737 Max production at 38 planes per month until Boeing has fixed the problems.
"Ortberg's experience at Rockwell Collins, United Technologies, and RTX will certainly help Boeing, but he and the organization face a long road ahead," McNally said.
He also faces several immediate challenges. Ortberg will assume the top job just days after the National Transportation Safety Board holds two days of investigative hearings on the midair door panel blowout aboard an Alaska Airlines jetliner earlier this year. Boeing is moving to complete the acquisition of Spirit AeroSystems, which supplies fuselages for its 737 Max jets. And it is negotiating with its largest union, the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers District 751, whose contract is set to expire in September.
Boeing is also awaiting word on whether a federal judge will sign off on its agreement with the Justice Department to plead guilty to a felony fraud charge in connection with two fatal crashes of its 737 Max jets in 2018 and 2019.
Boeing chair Steven Mollenkopf said the choice of Ortberg came after an extensive search over the past several months.
"Kelly is an experienced leader who is deeply respected in the aerospace industry, with a well-earned reputation for building strong teams and running complex engineering and manufacturing companies," Mollenkopf said in a statement.
Alice Crites, Douglas MacMillan and Daniel Gilbert contributed to this report.
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5 things to know about chenin blanc, plus a few recommended bottles
If you're new to chenin blanc, it's worth trying this versatile grape variety.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-08-01

Chenin blanc vines at the Reyneke vineyard farm near Stellenbosch, South Africa. (Wikus De Wet/AFP/Getty Images)


The Oxford Companion to Wine calls it "probably the world's most versatile grape variety, capable of producing some of the finest, long-living sweet whites and wide range of fine dry whites." It also makes great sparkling wines. Yet this grape has largely fallen out of favor, even in its home region, and has become a niche wine when it isn't being dumped anonymously into innocuous blends.
Can you guess the variety? No, not riesling. It's chenin blanc, a French grape now finding its voice in South Africa, a few heritage vineyards in California and a smattering of vineyards in the eastern United States.
Chenin is an enigmatic variety worth seeking out. Here are five things to know about it:
Chenin blanc is a vigorous vine that produces abundant yields of grapes with high acidity as well as sugar. It's also susceptible to botrytis, the "noble rot", that shrivels grapes and concentrates the sugars. Winemakers may encourage chenin's vigor to produce a large crop that can contribute acidity to innocuous cheap white blends, or they can manage the crop size to harvest a smaller amount of more flavorful grapes to make wine at various levels of sweetness.
Chenin tastes of tree fruits such as peaches, apricots, apples and pears, often with hints of honeysuckle or jasmine, and a creamy, beeswax-y texture. In warmer climates, the flavor suggests melon. The wine is best shortly after bottling: It generally does not take well to aging in new barrels or to malolactic conversion, the secondary fermentation that turns tart malic acid into softer lactic acid.
Chenin has been planted in the Loire Valley since at least the early 1400s. It is the primary white grape in the middle Loire appellations of Vouvray, Anjou, Montlouis-sur-Loire and Savennieres, where its wines can be dry, semisweet or sweet. (Sweetness is not always declared on the label, making it difficult to know what you're buying without advance research.) Some appellations, such as Quarts de Chaume and Bonnezeaux, make exclusively sweet wines, while others such as Saumur and Chinon produce dry versions. Chenin also stars in sparkling wines typically labeled as Cremant de Loire.
But even in the Loire, chenin has declined in prominence. The Oxford Companion notes that about a third of the Loire's chenin vines were grafted over in the 1970s to more fashionable cabernet franc and gamay.
Chenin is believed to have been one of the vine varieties first imported to South Africa in 1655, and its high acidity has helped the grape thrive in South Africa's warm wine regions. Today South Africa has nearly twice the acreage of chenin as France. During much of its long history there, the grape was known as steen, a name still seen occasionally on labels.
South Africa's chenin has two distinct advantages in the market: The wines are reliably dry and are often affordable. Some brands widely distributed in the United States are A.A. Badenhorst, Alheit, Beaumont, De Morgenzon, Ken Forrester, MAN and Mullineaux.
Several of these producers nurture old bush-vine vineyards of chenin blanc that channel the history of the grape into a distinctive expression of place. These old-vine bottlings are harder to find and can be pricey, but they can be amazing and are relative values considering they can stand among the world's best wines.
Readers of a certain age may remember "California Chablis," the generic white wine sold in boxes or squirted through the soda hose at your local watering hole back in the day. Much of that was French colombard bulked up with chenin blanc from the Central Valley. Chenin's contribution was acidity rather than flavor. (Did those wines have any flavor?)
Napa Valley had 1,635 acres of chenin and 2,935 of chardonnay in 1977, says John Skupny, proprietor of Lang & Reed winery, a specialist in the Loire Valley varieties of cabernet franc and chenin blanc. "Today there are 7,000 acres of chardonnay and 17 of chenin," Skupny says. He attributes the decline to market forces: "Chenin was planted where cabernet sauvignon does well."
Skupny added chenin to the Lang & Reed portfolio a decade ago when his son Reed and daughter-in-law Megan returned to Napa Valley from a year living in the Loire Valley, where they fell in love with the wine. "There's a regalness to chenin blanc, a subtlety that chardonnay doesn't have," Reed Skupny says.
Lang & Reed makes a small amount of Napa Valley chenin as well as a more available cuvee from vines planted more than 40 years ago in Mendocino County. T. Berkley Wines also specializes in chenin from Mendocino, while Chappellet in Napa and Chalone in Monterey County also produce small quantities of exceptional chenin blanc.
California's current epicenter for chenin is the Clarksburg area south of Sacramento. Dry Creek Vineyard and Clarksburg Wine Co. are two widely available examples. Pine Ridge winery sources chenin from Clarksburg for its delightful and affordable chenin blanc-viognier blend.
"For winemakers, chenin blanc is the white stag in the forest," says Jake Busching, a prominent winemaker in Virginia's Monticello region. Busching says he experienced a chenin epiphany and wondered, "Why can't we do this here?" He recently released his first chenin under his eponymous label, Jake Busching Wines. In a nod to Monty Python, he dubs it Cheninquisition, because no one expects chenin from Virginia. And yet, Arterra Wines, Greenhill Vineyards and Walsh Family Wine all grow chenin in Northern Virginia. Chenin won't be surpassing viognier or petit manseng anytime soon in the Old Dominion, but there's a niche for it.
And not just Virginia: Chenin shines at L'Ecole No. 41 in Washington State, McPherson Cellars in the Texas High Plains, Paumanok Vineyards in Long Island, and William Heritage Winery in New Jersey.

FROM LEFT: BRoyal Chenin Blanc 2024; Badenhorst Family Wines Secateurs Chenin Blanc 2023; Pine Ridge Sparkling Chenin Blanc + Viognier; T. Berkley Wines Chenin Blanc Norgard Vineyard 2021; Beaumont Family Wines Hope Marguerite Chenin Blanc 2021. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Although chenin blanc's homeland is France's Loire Valley, it reaches peak excitement in South Africa. And while California has moved on from chenin, a few stalwart producers continue to show how delicious it can be. Here are just a few examples.
Robertson, South Africa, $15
This wine is just arriving to our market and should improve with a few more months in bottle, but wow, what a first impression! Zesty and lively, with gingery spice and tropical fruit flavors, it's a great summer wine or partner to lighter seafood dishes. The wine is a collaboration of the Bayede winery and the Zulu Nation, so it was endorsed by King Goodwill Swelithini. That's better than any wine critic's rating! Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. Bottle weight: 430 grams (Light).
Imported by Red Wolf Imports. Distributed locally by Global Wines MD.
Swartland, South Africa, $18
If you're new to chenin blanc, this wine will tell you what it's all about. Adi Badenhorst has essentially set the standard for what this grape can do at this price point. This wine combines grapes from 28 vineyards dating back to 1957, fermented in a variety of ways -- large wooden vats, small barrels, concrete tanks and stainless steel. These components combine to create a wine that almost speaks more of texture than flavor. It's a great setup to Badenhorst's single-vineyard chenins. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 430 grams (Light).
Imported by Broadbent Selections. Distributed locally by Winebow.
California, $19
Longtime readers will know that Pine Ridge's chenin blanc-viognier blend is my favorite U.S. white wine value. This sparkling version doesn't disappoint. Ginger, jasmine and peach notes tickle the palate and finish with a smile. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 865 grams (Sparkling).
Distributed locally by Winebow.
Mendocino County, Calif., $23
Taylor Berkley Boydstun specializes in chenin blanc and cabernet franc from northern California, inspired by the wines of France's Loire Valley. The Norgard Vineyard chenin has me wondering why this grape fell out of favor in California -- it combines structure, texture, acidity and fruit into a seamless wine. Boydstun's 2022 Blanc ($23), also 100-percent chenin blanc, is delicious as well. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 675 grams (Heavy).
Available from the winery.
Bot River, Walker Bay, South Africa, $50
This barrel-fermented chenin blanc from old-vine heritage vineyards is amazingly complex, showing a different nuance with every swirl and sip. Flowers: Jasmine, honeysuckle, peach blossom. Orchard fruit: Peach, apricot, nectarine, and maybe fig. Citrus: Lemon curd. Herbs: Tarragon, sage and that je-ne-sais-quoi haunting the palate with a hint of sweetness that turns satisfyingly tart and just bitter enough on the finish. The label touts "elegance over power," but the wine proves those two are not mutually exclusive. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 510 grams (Average).
Imported by Broadbent Selections. Distributed locally by Winebow.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
Legend
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Ask Sahaj: I don't want advice from my friend who's never been in a relationship
She thinks her friend -- who has never been in a relationship -- gives overly critical relationship advice. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-08-01

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am in my mid-30s and am dating to find my forever person. I have been in several long-term relationships and lots of casual ones. At this point, I know what I want in a partner. I have been seeing someone for about three months who I feel has real promise and am excited about the relationship.
Since my last relationship, I have made friends with a group of single ladies whom I now consider good friends. One of these friends has never been in a committed relationship, yet she fairly regularly provides unsolicited commentary and critiques about my relationships. (E.g., I shouldn't be planning my weekends around him, I am moving too quickly, she doesn't like him for me, it's still very early, things she thinks are red flags, etc.).
Given that she has never been in a committed relationship and has spent minimal time around any of the people I have dated, I don't really value her opinions. The problem is, I don't mind the advice or comments from the other friends in the group, because I think they are more grounded in experience and tailored to me. I have not confronted her about her comments because I can't think of a way to say it that isn't offensive. How can I get her to stop in a way that isn't mean?
-- Stop Giving Me Advice
Stop Giving Me Advice: It never feels good to have someone always critique your choices or make you feel like they don't trust your judgment. But before we jump to conclusions, I am hearing the possibility of two scenarios: She doesn't tell you what you want to hear and that's what's upsetting you, or the difference in your experiences or values is too large for her to be the supportive and understanding friend you need. These would each involve a different course of action.
First, you say the advice from your other friends is "grounded" and "tailored" to you. It makes me wonder if they only tell you what you want to hear? Does this friend whose "opinions you don't value" not say what you want to hear? If you don't like her advice because she challenges your choices, it could mean you struggle to tolerate a difference in opinions more than her actual opinion being the issue. If, after some self-searching, you realize you are often irritated because of pushback from friends or family, that might be a clue that this is a you-problem.
Or, you have such differing worldviews that her comments make you feel unsupported. As you say, she is probably giving you feedback from her perspective (which includes her own experiences, insecurities or concerns). So next time she jumps to "critiquing" you, you could say, "I know you mean well, but I have had enough experience to know myself. I don't see it that way, and right now, it's important for me to trust my own gut on this." You can also address how she makes you feel directly by saying, "I know you mean well and are looking out for me, but when you say things like that it makes me feel unsupported in my choices." Or, you can shut down her advice-giving altogether by saying, "Right now, instead of advice, I'd appreciate it if you just listened." Sometimes we have to teach our friends how to love us.
You're not going to gel with everyone you meet. And sometimes you realize a friendship isn't a great match after you've already become close. Maybe the simple answer here is that you don't actually like this friend very much anymore. And that's okay. This may mean redirecting the conversation or filtering how much you share in the group and focusing on nurturing the other friendships that feel good to you.
Either way, you want to get clarity for yourself on what specifically bothers you about her feedback -- or just her -- so you can find the right way to respond. Good luck!
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Moving is stressful for pets. Here's how to help.
Veterinarians and other animal experts share how to keep dogs and cats happy and safe on moving day.
By Colleen Grablick | 2024-08-01
Bubble-wrapping your entire life and packing it into boxes is stressful enough. Add pets to the equation and the process gets even more complicated. A little foresight, planning and patience, though, can go a long way toward making the big move easier on both you and your animals.
"If you're creating a checklist for your move, create a checklist for moving your dog, too," says Ciera Moberg, co-owner of Instinct Dog Behavior & Training in D.C.
Here's what she and other animal behavior experts have to say about transitioning your dog (or cat) to your next home.
First, figure out how you'll get your pet to your new place. If you need to fly your pet, you'll want to start getting your ducks in a row a few months before takeoff. Look at the regulations of the airline you're flying and where you're going; those will determine what health certificates your pet needs and help you select an approved carrier.
Most cats and small dogs should be light enough to ride along in the cabin with you, but larger animals may need to be stowed, and their kennels need to abide by International Air Transport Association regulations. At the recommendation of the American Veterinary Medical Association, most airlines will not accept a dog or cat that's under sedative medication, as the effects can be unpredictable at high altitudes.
"Sedation can interfere with the animal's ability to move and adjust its position and thermoregulate," says Carlo Siracusa, a veterinarian and professor at the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary Medicine. He adds that sedation can also cause respiratory depression, or breathing to become slow and shallow. The temperature of the plane and being confined in a carrier can pose additional risks for dogs. "If your dog has problems of excessive anxiety, fear or aggression, always consider whether flying with them is really necessary," Siracusa says.
If you absolutely must stow your large dog or cat, you should get them adjusted at home to their crate well in advance, according to Angela Passman, a board member with the International Pet And Animal Transportation Association who runs her own animal travel company. Siracusa also recommends figuring out the temperature of the plane and adding bedding that will keep your pet at a comfortable temperature, as well as consulting with a vet about what food your pet should eat and when to eat it before a flight.
"We find the biggest problem, especially [in the summer], is that everyone waits until the last minute to begin with their travel plan," Passman says. "Plan ahead. ... Not getting them acclimated to the proper crate, that's the biggest problem we have."
If you're avoiding the airport and opting for a drive, make sure to map out stopping points for potty breaks and veterinary centers along your route in case of an emergency -- and if you're planning on staying a night in a hotel, triple-check its pet policy. Most owners know whether the car is a dreaded or celebrated experience for their cat or dog; if it's the former, go for a few practice spins before embarking on a long journey.
In an ideal world, it'd be helpful to show your dog or cat around a new neighborhood or house before the move, according to Amy Pike, a veterinary behaviorist with the Animal Behavior Wellness Center in Fairfax County, Va. It's not always possible, but if your next place is a short distance away, incorporating the new neighborhood into a few walks leading up to the move or even playing outside the home can get dogs acclimated to the scents of their new digs. You might try letting a cat explore your future bedroom or living room before the full move.
"The more you can take them over, the better, because that way, it's like, 'Oh, that's just this new fun place that we go to!' and they can associate it with their favorite games, tug-of-war, ball play or treats," Pike says.
You'll also want to scope out any potential problems for your pet while in the new home. For example, Moberg says, hardwood or slippery floors can be physically uncomfortable for dogs, especially older ones, so you'll want to pick up some rugs or mats before you settle in.
According to Pike, who has navigated eight moves with her pets, it's imperative to find a safe place to keep your animals on moving day, away from all the hubbub. Whether it's movers, friends or family helping you out, there will probably be a lot of commotion. Not only can this be distressing for your pet, it can lead to a disaster.
"No matter how many times you tell the people, 'Hey, we have pets, keep the doors closed,' somebody forgets," says Pike, who has heard about numerous instances of cats or dogs running away during a move. "So it's definitely best to keep them at a boarding kennel or at a friend's house."
If that's not an option, put your pet in an enclosed area of the new home while the rest of the move is carried out. Ideally, this is a room that your pet will always be allowed in -- this way they can immediately start to claim their territory and make it their own. Leave them with some toys, a frozen treat or a food puzzle to work on as you unload your stuff. For a cat, don't forget to give them a litter box.
Amid all the change, it's important to maintain some threads of familiarity for your pets. Just like humans, our animals can find comfort in routine.
"Especially when we're changing their environment, keeping their routine can help them adjust a little bit easier, with less stress," Moberg says.
This may look different for every pet, but in broad strokes, try to keep your dog or cat on a similar schedule in your new place as they had in their old home; feed, walk and play with them at the same time; don't bury their favorite item in a box; make sure their favorite blanket or that random sock they've decided is the most special object in the world is readily available.
If you're dealing with a particularly anxious dog or cat, a change in noise level from one home to another can be stressful. A move from a relatively quiet space to a location with more windows or street traffic can result in some unhappy behavior -- for example, incessant barking or accidents in the house among dogs, or, for cats, hiding or going to the bathroom outside the litter box. Moberg suggests using a white noise machine to drown out cars and strangers or playing calming sounds over a speaker for the first few days. You can also hang thick curtains or apply frosted film to your windows to prevent your animal from getting too worked up over the new sights and sounds.
"Set up the environment to prevent undesirable behavior from even taking place," Moberg says. "You can also do this after the undesirable behavior has started, but it's ideal to prevent it."
And as much as you may want to host friends to celebrate your new space, Moberg says, you may want to hold off on the housewarming party until your pet is better situated.
"Let them decompress, and don't do anything overwhelming," she says.
And anyway, you could probably benefit from a little downtime, too.
Colleen Grablick is a writer in D.C. who covers news and the occasional curiosity.
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Carolyn Hax: What to do when every family member struggles at once?
Husband is struggling with PTSD, kid is home from college and acting out -- and this letter writer just found a breast lump.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-08-01

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I don't know what to do. My partner is struggling with PTSD, which is more horrific than I can imagine. My kid in college is reverting to her sketchy high school lying because she doesn't want to do anything while she's home. And I just found a lump in my breast and can't get in to get a mammogram for a month, and my primary doctor wants to see me before I get the mammogram or she won't give me the referral, but there's nothing before my date.
I can't think at work, I'm exhausted, and I don't know what's next. I'm scared.
-- Struggling
Struggling: That is a lot. I'm sorry.
The college kid you can't do much about, or at least not without expending energy you don't have toward a problem that you might not be able to fix and that will move out soon enough anyway. So, remind yourself that "this is an adult" and treat her accordingly, which includes letting her, the values you taught her and any natural consequences do their thing.
The partner, too, is going to have to do the bulk of their own work, but I suggest you line up some support for yourself: a support group, a call to NAMI, a therapist if you have access to one. Plus any daily practice that helps you unclench. Yoga, meditation, a walk around the neighborhood, deep breathing.
The lump, find another doctor to give you the referral. Even if it's urgent care. Call your insurance company to find out what providers' paperwork they'll accept. Alternately or in combination, make a pleasant nuisance of yourself with your primary care physician's scheduler.
It's one-small-step-at-a-time time. One-bite-of-the-elephant-at-a-time time, if you like your stress-management images pachydermatous.
Your servings only. If ever there were a time to leave the rest to others, this is it.
Truly, you will manage this. Just find a few minutes to yourself, do the scheduling and emotional-work triage, then breathe into it, as they say. Check back in sometime, too, to let us know how you are, if that doesn't feel like one more thing on your plate.
For Struggling: Do your partner and college-age child know about the lump? If not, tell them. It may be time for them to step up and support YOU for a change.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Ah, great point, thank you.
Carolyn: I am on the cancellation list, and I will be calling daily. My partner is an amazing person and has a therapist. He has things that pop back into his head that he has compartmentalized, so every once in a while, it gets worse. He knows about the lump and went with me to my screening the other day. He's going to see whether he can get time off for the diagnostic.
I guess I'm feeling overwhelmed because I'm the one who holds everything together. And now I'm coming apart.
-- Struggling again
Struggling again: I don't believe in these things, so I'll urge you to ignore me before I even type it, but sometimes I think random events conspire to remind us that how we see ourselves can become needlessly constricting.
Sometimes someone else has to hold things together while the chief holder-together gets a lump checked. There was a "before" you held things together, when someone else did it for you? So maybe this is the end of your partner's or daughter's "before."
Sometimes things have to unravel a bit before we all see there's room to grow.
Just some ramblings. Take care, and good luck.
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Miss Manners: Work friend was an ungracious houseguest
Letter writer was close to a work friend, until they hosted her and she complained constantly.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-08-01
Dear Miss Manners: I teach remotely at a university in my hometown, while currently living in a different state.
The politics of my department are deeply unhealthy, and the toxic environment has brought me closer to another junior staff member. Over the past four years, the two of us have bounced ideas off each other and commiserated over some of the nonsense that is permitted in our department. When I'm in town for work, we always go out for dinner and usually have fun, as we share a similar sense of humor.
When I invited my colleague to a conference taking place in my state, she and her husband stayed with my family for two nights. I felt we were hospitable, but there was zero graciousness on my colleague's side. Rather, there was a lot of complaining about how unwell she felt, about her various health complications, about other issues in her life, degrading comments about the state where we live -- a general stream of negativity.
Now what do I do at work? I'm so turned off by the lack of regard she showed as a houseguest and the way she spoke to her husband that I'm not sure I can go back to our office banter and support. I want to create distance, but not upset the apple cart. Is this possible?
One of the drawbacks of work friendships is that bonding over complaining about the boss is not necessarily the way to find the happiest of people.
The other drawback is that they are hard to shake when you find them tiresome. Miss Manners realizes her solution may come as a surprise, which is to steer the conversation back toward work -- and to gradually reduce your off-hours availability.
Dear Miss Manners: I was invited to attend a church function with a friend. The staff was offering tours of the church's grandiose, newly remodeled facility, and upon entering a particularly opulent room, where parishioners are baptized, I let out a "Wow!"
The young lady helping visitors navigate through the room promptly "shh'd" me with a stern look and a finger to her mouth.
Mind you, there were no ceremonies taking place at the time; it was strictly a tour. I have a deep voice that tends to resonate, but I didn't feel as if I were "shouting to the heavens" -- simply noting my awe in something slightly louder than "library voice."
I was raised to believe that shushing someone is innately rude and tactless, and I told my friend as much. She told me I was reacting like a sulking child. Could you please offer your thoughts on the situation from a mannerly point of view?
From a mannerly point of view: No good will come of this.
But that was not your question, was it? The guide may have overstepped, but she may also, like a librarian, have been exercising reasonable custodial authority in shushing unruly guests.
Miss Manners finds it less easy to excuse your criticism of her to your friend, which she assumes occurred in the young lady's presence -- or your friend's response, even if motivated by embarrassment. Which brings us full circle to why it would have been better had you simply apologized and moved on.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Cancer patient isn't willing to leave cheating husband
A cancer patient isn't ready to leave their cheating husband, but their kids don't understand why.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-08-01
Dear Eric: Throughout our marriage my husband has had trysts online and in person. When I became aware of this, I began the process of leaving but then was diagnosed with cancer and my focus completely changed from leaving to surviving.
Now my children, a teen and preteen, have become aware of my husband's infidelity. My daughter saw my husband kissing another woman about a year ago. She's only now shared this.
I'm scared to leave. I am an independent contractor so I don't have my own health insurance, plus neither of us could financially survive a divorce. Most importantly, even with his infidelity, I love him and the life we have together. I know he'll never leave, but he also isn't going to stop cheating.
My children aren't bitter toward their father but continue to make comments that I should leave and that I need to have some self-respect. Do I continue to ignore these remarks? Or do I have a hard adult conversation with them and explain that even when there is infidelity there can still be love?
-- Trapped at Home
Home: I am so sorry that you're going through this complicated time. You deserve care and support. I'm sorry you're not getting either. It's time for a conversation with your kids. Your husband needs to take an active role in this.
Tell him that it's up to him to own up to his actions and have a mature talk with the kids about their misplaced shaming. He should do this part on his own, this isn't your burden to share and the kids need to get that. It will be a good lesson for your children about what self-respect actually is. (Here's the CliffsNotes version: You do have self-respect and you're facing impossible choices.)
Judging from his behavior, I'm almost certain your husband won't immediately spring into action when asked to help. I know that leaving is not an option you can entertain, and you've said he won't stop cheating, but you should draw a line at him taking responsibility for the impact of his actions.
You do deserve this much (and more). It is not unfair to ask for it.
If it's possible, work with a family therapist. Your kids are also dealing with a lot. While their comments toward you are unfair, their acting out is probably also indicative of deeper pain they don't have the emotional vocabulary to deal with.
Of equal importance: A family therapist can help you sort out your own feelings. Your emotional health shouldn't come secondary to anyone else's.
Dear Eric: My daughter visited my son and daughter-in-law in anticipation of the arrival of their baby daughter. The nursery was decorated with wallpaper that had roses as a motif. My daughter loved the design.
A year later, my daughter gave birth to her daughter, named Rose. She had looked online for many wallpaper designs but returned to the same rose design that my daughter-in-law had, which was a very popular choice and fit my granddaughter's name.
My daughter-in-law is very hurt. Now she will not speak with my daughter or attend any family occasions if my daughter is present because she feels that my daughter stole her idea. She insists that my daughter remove the rose design wallpaper.
I suggested to my daughter that she change the wallpaper to "keep the peace" as it is only wallpaper. My daughter refuses to do so because she loves the wallpaper, it is not "unique" as many have it, and she does not want to give in to what she considers irrational demands. What would you suggest?
-- Thorny Dilemma
Thorny: I suggest that your daughter-in-law go outside, calm down and touch some grass. She cannot have a monopoly on every product. And buying it first doesn't give her "dibs." One cannot be a Conquistador of Costco.
Your daughter doesn't need to remodel a room in her home to appease your daughter-in-law. That peace isn't worth keeping. The position your daughter-in-law is taking is unreasonable and, perhaps worse, no fun.
During the first few years of the pandemic, a wall of my office was covered by a gorgeous wallpaper with huge floral blooms in the style of a Dutch Masters painting. It was designed by Ellie Cashman and elicited enthusiastic comments every single time I logged on to a Zoom, which was multiple times a day. And multiple times a day I would happily tell people where the wallpaper was from and I'd drop the link in the chat box for good measure.
(I have no stake, financial or otherwise, in Ellie Cashman Design. I've just never been happier with a purchase.)
It does no one any good to hoard the things that make you happy. Joy is not a scarce commodity.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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My in-laws don't seem to care that I'm pregnant. Hax readers give advice.
In-laws haven't checked in any more than usual during her pregnancy, and just booked the annual family trip near her due date.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-07-31

(Illustration by The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I are expecting our first baby on Jan. 20. We're elated. This will be the first grandchild in both our families. When we told our parents and siblings, everyone seemed excited and congratulated us. My parents have been checking in on how I'm feeling.
But my in-laws have been radio silent. They don't call or check in any more than they did before. They ask how I'm feeling when they see me, but that's kind of it. I was a little hurt, but I assumed they would engage more as the pregnancy progresses. A few days ago, they sent out a group email about the annual New Year's ski trip. I'm very hurt that they plan to go ahead with a trip that is so close to my due date. Obviously, they just plan on excluding us this year.
I sent my mother-in-law a private email expressing my disappointment. I suggested that maybe we could change the trip this year to a lower-impact date in the fall. I pointed out that the trip is very close to my due date and maybe it would be better for her and my father-in-law to stay closer to home in case something happens or we need help. Instead of answering me, she called my husband and said they don't want to cancel or change the trip, but she would be happy to do a weekend trip in the fall for a smaller group.
My husband is annoyed I sent the email without telling him. I feel like things have gone off the rails already, and I want to get back on track. I've always had a good relationship with my in-laws, and I want to keep it that way, but I'm having a very hard time getting past their disregard for my feelings. I'm looking for a way to maintain a good relationship with them but also take care of myself.
-- Neglected
Neglected: Congratulations! My husband and I are also due in January with our first child. I understand that it's a very exciting and life-changing event. And yes, my husband and I have spent a lot of time talking about the baby. I can see how it's easy to become immersed in All Things Baby. It sounds like your in-laws are excited for you, too!
But, here's the deal: We can't expect the world to stop for other people. It sounds like you're expecting several people to rearrange their schedules and reschedule an annual trip. I don't think that's reasonable. While I'm sure your in-laws are excited about the baby, they have other things going on in their lives, too.
If it's any consolation, your in-laws are gone around New Year's and it's unlikely your baby will arrive that early. They'll probably be back well before you deliver. So, let them have their annual ski trip, rest up and enjoy your last few weeks of your quiet home before your little one arrives!
-- Another January 2025 Mom
Neglected: Oh the blessing of noninvasive in-laws! The freedom! I've started off with a similar in-laws fantasy, but my real-life version of that fantasy are bored, bossy and meddling in-laws. Would you rather that? My first marriage might have survived if it weren't for his mother.
Tall fences make good neighbors, and in-laws focused on living their own lives make great in-laws. Congratulations on your pregnancy and hope you are feeling well!
-- Ann
Neglected: In a way, I agree with your husband. Not because you have to check with him before reaching out to his family, but, because it's his side of the family that's affecting you. The two of you should be able to talk it over together. After all, you don't say why he was annoyed you didn't tell him. Was it because he doesn't like inter-family drama?  Would he have preferred to be the messenger for something the two of you were bringing up together? Does he share how you feel about their response and the merits of continuing an annual trip? Any of those feel entirely plausible to me.
So, I would start with the person closest to you -- him. Whether he is on your side or not, and I hope he is, the two of you should be able to understand and advocate for each other. Tell him how this is making you feel and why you reached out to them, then go from there, openly and compassionately. I don't know if your in-laws are the kind of people who can provide the support you're asking for. But he's the man you'll raise a child with, and the two of you must be able to be open with each other.
-- Sides
Neglected: All three of our adult children have kids. The grandparents-to-be have to maintain the relationships with all family members while making room for the new grandchild in their lives. Imagine how slighted the rest of the family may feel if they had to give up a cherished annual ski vacation just because you "might" go into labor. They will be back from skiing within a couple of days, so wish them plenty of snow and easy travels. We are skiers, too, but now we get to ski with our kids and grandchildren, as we have kept the ski week tradition alive.
-- Iceyrider
Neglected: You say this is a first grandchild on all sides, so this isn't one of those situations where the grandparents dote more on some grandkids than others. It's very likely your in-laws haven't processed things at the same rate as your family, or they are simply more reserved, hands-off in their relationships overall. Give them the opportunity to be involved; don't push when they don't want that, and maybe they'll come around once the baby's here.
Or, like my mother-in-law, they may be the kind of grandparents who don't bond with babies but find engagement with older kids enormously fulfilling. My parents and my mother-in-law could not have been more different in what they wanted or needed in their grandparental roles, and everyone was happiest when we gave them each what they wanted, within our own boundaries. No more and no less.
-- Wait
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Why is liquid gradually stirred into risotto?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-08-01

Porcini Risotto. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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12 bean salad recipes for low- and no-cook mains and sides
These simple hearty bean salads are full of flavor, fiber and protein.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-07-31
It's no secret that we're big fans of beans and all of their wonderful qualities -- they're nutrient-dense, easy on the environment and taste delicious. While we love a homemade pot of beans (and you can still go that route with all these recipes!), using canned beans saves time and energy, allowing you to create hearty, nourishing meals in minutes. They're particularly great in bean salads, many of which are low- or no-cook recipes. So whether you're trying to beat the heat or just make a lazy dinner, there's something for everyone.
We've picked out some our favorite bean- and legume-packed salads that you'll have on repeat this summer and beyond. Find even more by searching for them in our archive of more than 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Pictured above. Cherries add a sweet note to this savory salad featuring black beans, jicama and a chili-lime dressing. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Black beans and barley may not be a traditional pair, but they shine together in this salad with crunchy red cabbage, juicy tomatoes, crisp cucumber, and quick-pickled radishes and red onion. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Skip the crust and enjoy all your favorite pizza toppings in this filling salad with white beans. Get the recipe.

(Stacy zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The best part of this salad is its simplicity. It takes minutes to prepare and is an excellent low-cook option for lazy summer nights. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


When you want a more substantial option, there's this warm bean and bread salad with arugula and a tangy lemon-mustard dressing. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


For a side with fiber and protein, try combining tuna, white beans and celery. You can make it a full meal by serving it with crusty bread or your favorite grain. Get the recipe.

(Jennifer Chase; food Styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This dish is what many think of when they hear bean salad, and it's a classic for a reason. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Transform your bean salad into a sandwich with some multigrain bread, spreadable cheese, sprouts and thinly sliced onion for a satisfying vegetarian lunch. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Also known as Texas caviar, this Southwestern-inspired salad features both black beans and black-eyed peas. It's a must-have at potlucks and cookouts. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Bookmark this recipe for when peak-season asparagus is at the farmers market. If you like it, also try Asparagus and White Bean Salad With Bacon Vinaigrette. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This vegetarian version of the British dish created in 1953 for Queen Elizabeth II's coronation lunch stars chickpeas in a creamy, spice-rich dressing. Pile it high in sandwiches for a filling lunch. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Classic Greek flavors and fresh vegetables make this couscous and lentil salad into a dreamy summer dinner. Get the recipe.
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Beresovsky's Deli serves a killer pastrami sandwich. Stick with that.
The egg cream is also a must at this sleek Jewish deli near Nationals Park. 
By Maura Judkis | 2024-07-31

Christian Plotczyk, director of culinary operations at Knead Hospitality and Design, makes a corned beef and Swiss cheese sandwich in the kitchen at Beresovsky's Deli. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


When Jason Berry was an 18-year-old in Los Angeles, his first restaurant job was at a Jewish deli called Jerry's. The graveyard shift was the only one he could get.
"I met all the lunatics on weekends who were going out for corned beef sandwiches at 2 a.m.," he said.
Berry would go on to work for many more restaurants, but in a very different capacity: As the co-owner of Knead Hospitality and Design, his portfolio encompasses 11 concepts in the region, including Succotash and Mi Vida. The newest of those offerings is Beresovsky's Deli, a narrow Navy Yard counter across from the ballpark, with a name that pays tribute to one particular Jewish immigrant named Sam Beresovsky, born in the part of the former Russian empire that is now Ukraine. In 1929, when he arrived in the United States, Beresovsky's name was shortened: He became Sam Berry, Jason Berry's great-grandfather.
Berry knows that deli food is nostalgic, personal and, at times, controversial.

Jason Berry in front of Beresovsky's. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


"We'll get people that come in and go, 'Oh, my God, this is the best pastrami I've ever had.' And then you might have somebody that comes in that says, 'You call this pastrami?' You know, and it's the same pastrami," he says. "There's an enormous passion to this kind of food."
Two meals from Beresovsky's corroborate that anecdote. Some of its offerings -- the pillowy matzoh balls with a dilly, robust soup broth and, yes, the housemade pastrami -- are top-notch. The knishes (one potato, the other potato and pastrami) and the presence of Dr. Brown's Cel-Ray soda on the menu are a mark of deli authenticity.
But a few of Beresovsky's offerings are lackluster or afflicted by errors. Bites of a Reuben were interrupted by a glob of fatty gristle; the au jus in the Papa Eddie, a French dip with otherwise good brisket, was unbearably salty. Despite an on-menu boast about their New York City provenance, a bagel bore the soft and spongy texture that grocery store bagels often have (a representative for the restaurant says they are from Just Bagels, a wholesaler in the Bronx).

Herbert's Fave: pastrami, coleslaw, mustard and grilled marbled rye. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)



Kim's Latkes with housemade applesauce and sour cream. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)



Adam's Matzo Ball Chicken Soup. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


The latkes at Beresovsky's Deli brought to mind a classic borscht belt joke, retold by Woody Allen's character in "Annie Hall": Two women are at a Catskills resort, kvetching about the food. And, as one of them notes, "such small portions!" The latkes are potato-chip crispy, thin and -- well, small. Perhaps they're just how the deli your bubbe took you to as a child prepares them, and that makes them great, to echo Berry's previous anecdote. Or maybe you're like me, and you're left wanting them a little thicker, a little potato-ier and a little bigger, too.
Keep it simple with a Herbert's Fave -- a classic pastrami and coleslaw -- and the egg cream, a must. Beresovsky's is one of the few places in the area to get the old-timey deli classic: a fizzy, creamy chocolate soda that doesn't contain egg (according to lore, it's an Anglicization of the Yiddish "echt keen," or "pure sweetness"). It uses Fox's U-Bet chocolate syrup, an ingredient that has been associated with the drink since the early 1900s.

Kenneth Walker orders a corned beef on rye. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


"That's the only syrup for an egg cream, in our opinion," says Berry, and he's right.
The deli is in a sliver of a spot adjacent to Gatsby, Knead's Roaring Twenties-themed American restaurant, and the two places share a kitchen and a chef, Treeven Dove. There's overlap between the two menus to minimize waste -- you'll find the deviled eggs and matzoh ball soup (a dollar cheaper at Beresovsky's) on both -- and pastrami scraps go into Gatsby's Reuben egg roll.
The petite space -- bright and modern, outfitted in black and white with pops of sunflower yellow -- lends itself more to takeout, or a picnic in nearby Yards Park. But for those who want to nosh before a baseball game, there are a few counter seats by the windows and a small patio. Self-ordering kiosks streamline operations, but there's still a personal touch: On one visit, a sweet cashier gave a free black and white cookie to a cranky toddler to make the short wait go more quickly.
Downtown D.C.'s deli fortunes have risen and fallen over the years. Wagshal's in Northwest and Parkway in Silver Spring are still going strong, and Buffalo and Bergen and Call Your Mother have expanded to other neighborhoods. Berry hopes Beresovsky's will leave its mark on D.C., he says: "Deli culture is something that the city needs more of."
1201 Half St. SE. 202-817-3133.
Hours: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. daily.
Nearest Metro: Navy Yard.
Prices: $6.50 to $17 for all items on the menu.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/07/31/beresovsky-deli-dc-review/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dining chat: What do you tip for bad, fair, and great service?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-07-31

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Let tomatoes be both fruit and vegetable in this juicy peach salad
Savory-leaning tomatoes add complexity to this sweet-leaning summer fruit salad featuring peaches and blueberries.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-07-31

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This summer-fruit-filled salad featuring tomatoes leans into its double life as both a fruit and a vegetable.
Botanically, tomato is a fruit, as it grows from a flower and contains seeds. But from a culinary point of view, its nutrient profile and how it is commonly eaten, tomato presents as a vegetable, and was declared as such by the U.S. Supreme Court in its unanimous ruling in 1893.
Legal arguments aside, I say, why box it in? Let it be both! This salad is a prime example of the possibilities that emerge from letting a tomato express its sweet and savory sides.
Get the recipe: Tomato and Peach Salad
In this recipe, fresh grape or cherry tomatoes (it's no coincidence the varieties are named after fruits) are tossed with ripe peaches and blueberries. This extraordinary combination showcases the juicy fruitiness these ingredients have in common.
But being ambidextrous, the tomatoes here also act as a bridge to the savory side, inviting bites of red onion and a vinaigrette to the party. The light sweetness of the white balsamic vinegar (or a touch of honey) in the dressing helps reinforce that sweet-savory harmony, as does a sprinkling of floral basil leaves.
The resulting fruit salad is meant to be part of the main course, ideally alongside barbeque-sauce-slathered proteins, echoing those sweet-savory flavors while offering cooling, fresh contrast.
It's a spectacular summer side that shows what can happen when we move away from pigeonholing foods, and let them bring their full, unique spectrum of flavor to the table.
Get the recipe: Tomato and Peach Salad
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The 23 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore Asian pop culture with games and cosplay at Otakon, sip creative twists on D.C.'s native cocktail, or celebrate the reopening of a beloved LGBTQ+ bar.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Chris Richards, Adele Chapin | 2024-08-01
Some of D.C.'s top summer events return this weekend, and not a moment too soon. Fans of anime, cosplay and Asian pop culture flock to Otakon, celebrating its 30th anniversary at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center. The annual Rickey Competition, sponsored by the D.C. Craft Bartenders Guild, challenges top mixologists to create a new riff on D.C.'s official native cocktail. The 17th African Diaspora International Film Festival brings films from around the world to George Washington University. And Wonderland Ballroom marks two decades in Columbia Heights with a Sunday night rager. On the newer edge, LGBTQ+ community bar As You Are reopens for the first time since April, Mahogany Books launches a Black Books Matter festival and a Netflix-sponsored "Emily in Paris" pop-up arrives at Morris American Bar.
Editor's note: Again, the forecast is playing havoc with schedules, as the threat of thunderstorms has postponed events including Friday's White Ford Bronco concert at Hi-Lawn. Check social media before finalizing plans.
As You Are reopening
When Capitol Hill's queer community space launched a fundraiser to keep its doors open in February, it raised more than $170,000. But in April, problems with the building forced As You Are to temporarily close anyway. Finally, the cafe and bar is back and celebrating with a weekend of events. After opening Thursday at noon, it's hosting a "queeraoke" night upstairs. On Friday, the "Mother" dance party features pop hits from Beyonce, Lady Gaga, Chappell Roan and more. Saturday brings a celebration of emo and pop-punk with "Fishnets and Feelings," and Sunday ushers back AYA's "Later in Life" coffee chats for those 35 and older. Through Sunday. Free.
James Baldwin birthday celebrations
Friday is James Baldwin's 100th birthday, but some locals are getting an early start on celebrating the centennial of the author and civil rights activist. The National Portrait Gallery, which recently opened "This Morning, This Evening, So Soon: James Baldwin and the Voices of Queer Resistance," billed as a "collective portrait" of the multifaceted Baldwin, hosts a 90-minute James Baldwin Birthday Slam in the Kogod Courtyard, feting him in poetry and prose, with local poetry collective ARS Poetica. (5 p.m., free.) At the Georgetown Library, Smithsonian historian Deborah Tulani Salahu-Din offers a talk on "Why Baldwin Matters Today," followed by live jazz and the cutting of a birthday cake. (5:30 p.m. Free.)
Casta's Rum Bar Fifth Anniversary Party
Casta's Rum Bar is a go-to party spot for fans of rum-based Cuban cocktails, whether you're craving a classic mojito, a smooth-and-fruity Hotel Nacional or a frozen daiquiri on the tucked-away back patio, paired with weekly salsa lessons. The West End bar celebrates its fifth anniversary with an extended happy hour featuring $5 beers and shooters and $5 snacks including Cuban sliders and yuca fries. 5 p.m. to midnight. Free entry.
Swiss National Day at Gallery O on H
Recent weeks have seen the French celebrating Bastille Day and Belgian restaurants offering half-price beer for that country's national day. This week, it's Switzerland's turn. H Street NE's Swiss restaurant Stable is on hiatus for the season, so it's hosting a pop-up party at neighbors Gallery O on H. Tickets include bottomless sausages, raclette, frites and other traditional dishes, washed down with Swiss beers, wines, cocktails and aperitifs. BYO alphorn. 6:30 to 9 p.m. $50-$85.
Thursday Thirst at Shakers
Last week, Shakers celebrated its first year on Vermont Avenue NW with two-for-one drinks, which we thought was a great deal. As an encore, one of our favorite new LGBTQ+ bars has announced a new special: $3 rail drinks "from open to close" on Thursdays. This is the budget-friendly kickoff to the weekend that your wallet is craving. 5 to 11 p.m. Free.
H Street Bingo
Ask any restaurant or bar owner and they'll tell you that traffic slows down in August, as people head out of town or dial back plans due to the sticky, sauna-like humidity and pop-up thunderstorms. Merchants on H Street NE are trying to encourage bar and restaurant hopping this month with the launch of H Street Bingo. Register through the H Street Herald newsletter to get a bingo card, then visit businesses along the corridor through Aug. 31, taking photos at various locations. Complete rows or columns to be eligible to win prizes including tickets to shows at Atlas Performing Arts Center, dinner for two at Steak Frites or $25 gift cards. Through Aug. 31. Free to register.
Otakon at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center
Cosplay parties and anime screenings, fashion shows and dance classes, maid cafes and a masquerade -- the fun never stops at Otakon, Washington's largest celebration of Asian pop culture. This year, the con's 30th anniversary, is no exception: Drop into guest panels covering topics such as Japanese folklore, a day in the life of a K-pop star or "how Studio Ghibli uses animation to portray difficult topics." Watch a sumo bout, or try "Sailor Moon"-inspired yoga. Shop stands full of collectible merchandise or original art, or browse the "30 Years of Otakon" exhibit. Try live-action role playing; learn how to sew your own costumes for next year's Otakon; or meet animators, directors and voice actors. And definitely don't miss the signature formal ball and masquerade, which bring all the themes of Otakon together. Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 a.m., Sunday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $100 for three-day passes; $40-$70 per day; $50 ages 9 to 12; free for under 9.
African Diaspora International Film Festival at GWU University Student Center
George Washington University hosts the 17th annual African Diaspora International Film Festival, with a docket of 17 features, shorts and documentaries shining a light on Black culture in the United States and around the world. The festival opens Friday with "Breaking Boundaries," a documentary about African American rhythmic gymnast Nastasya Generalova's quest to make it to the 2020 Olympic Games, followed by a Q&A with Generalova. The closing-night event is the D.C. premiere of "One Person, One Vote?," an examination of America's electoral college, followed by a Q&A with director Maximina Juson. The rest of the lineup includes contemporary and classic flicks about life in Suriname, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Brazil, Cuba, the United States, France, Jamaica and Tunisia. Through Sunday. $13 for regular screenings; $11 for students and seniors; $20-$35 for opening night or closing night; $120 for an all-access festival pass; $45-$55 for one-day passes.
Baltimore Artscape
Our neighbors to the north have been hosting the Artscape festival for 40 years, as it's grown to become one of the nation's largest destinations for free art and culture. For three days, the neighborhoods around Penn Station -- Station North, Mount Vernon, Charles Street and Bolton Hill -- are filled with music, pop-up installations, activities and public art exhibitions, making it an easy day trip for Washingtonians. Chaka Khan, Sheila E. and the Original Wailers headline one of four music stages, but there's so much more to be found: fashion shows; juried markets with artists and makers; interactive gaming; dance, puppet and improv comedy performances; beer gardens; Baltimore house DJs and drag performances. Stick around each night for activities like karaoke or voguing. Friday from 5 to 11 p.m.; Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
'Emily in Paris' pop-up bar at Morris American Bar
Between the Olympics and the upcoming fourth season of "Emily in Paris," the City of Light is enjoying an extended moment in the spotlight. And if you're trying to capture some of that Parisian joie de vivre, Emily's Netflix overlords would steer you away from the likes of Le Dip, Bar a Vin or Bistrot du Coin in favor of their official pop-up bar at Morris American Bar. The press release promises "a chic Parisian cafe featuring neon signs, scaled-down Tour Eiffels" and cocktails made with French aperitif Lillet, an official sponsor. Come Aug. 15, when the new season of "Emily" launches, you'll be able to view it on a 15-foot projection screen. Until then, the Olympics will be the focus. Through November. Reservations suggested.
Jane Austen Ball at Dumbarton House
Georgetown's circa-1800 Dumbarton House plays host to the ultimate night out for Jane Austen fans: a formal Regency ball, complete with waltz lessons for newbies. The evening includes the chance to tour the mansion and explore the gardens after dark, and guests can opt for a ticket that includes an hour-long dance lesson before the festivities begin, or a cheaper option that nixes the dance lessons in favor of an 8 p.m. entrance to the ball. Wine and dessert will be available for purchase, and as for the dress code, "Regency attire" is requested (but black tie works, too). 6:30 to 10 p.m. $95-$145.
'The Ultimate Improv Show' at the Kennedy Center
Catch some of the improv scene's finest at the Kennedy Center's week-and-a-half-long string of shows. The shows kick off when a rotating celebrity monologuist -- including Punkie Johnson (Aug. 6), Scott Simon (Aug. 7 and 8) and Harvey Guillen (Aug. 10) -- takes a prompt from the audience to share a true story. A cast of improvisers then weave scenes into a full show, made up in real time. Through Aug. 11. $40-$65.
Suarez Family Brewery at the Sovereign
Lager lovers rave about the clean, sharp and eminently quaffable pilsners and dark lagers from New York's Suarez Family Brewery. But the family-run operation's offerings run deeper, including saisons and mixed-culture ales aged on locally grown rhubarbs or peaches. Try six of these rare beers, including sours aged in oak barrels with cherries and satsuma plums, during a tasting at the Sovereign in Georgetown. And if your tastes lean classic, they'll have pours of the crowd-pleasing Palatine Pils and While unfiltered Helles, too. 5 p.m. Free admission; beers priced individually.
Black Books Matter Fest at Mahogany Books
Mahogany Books' National Harbor location is replacing its Black Books Matter Day with a festival highlighting local authors and vendors. The event, hosted in honor of activist James Baldwin's 100th birthday, features talks from local Black writers, a book swap, a children's story time, a library card sign-up drive and a vendor market featuring businesses like African Ancestry. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Mid City Dog Days
Deals await at area boutiques if you're willing to suffer through the August humidity: Indie stores in D.C. and Alexandria host August sidewalk sales over the next few weekends. First up is the Logan Circle and U Street corridor's 25th annual Mid City Dog Days sidewalk sale, where boutiques and vendors set up shop along 14th and U streets. Browse discounted items outside favorite bricks-and-mortar destinations Salt and Sundry, Solid State Books, GoodWood or the Transformer gallery, or explore dozens of pop-up vendors hawking candles, pottery, jams and jewelry along the sidewalks. Stop off for outdoor refreshments at Aslin's beer garden or Cork Wine Bar along the way. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Jollof Festival at Dew Drop Inn
Come hungry to Dew Drop Inn to sample several regional variations of one of West Africa's most beloved dishes. Chefs from around West Africa compete for a champion title, as designated by participants. The festival also includes family-friendly activities and performances. A tiered ticketing system offers entry only, three to five jollof tastings and samples of other African dishes. 2 to 7 p.m. $10 for children under 10; $15-$90 for adults.
Girl Pop Brunch Tea Party at Le Mont Royal
The French Canadian restaurant in Adams Morgan is launching a monthly brunch series featuring songs from the women of this summer's pop scene: Charli XCX, Chappell Roan, Sabrina Carpenter and more. A ticket includes a brunch buffet, disco tea service and bottomless tea-themed cocktails. 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. $55.
J.J. Fad at the Hip Hop Shop
All-female hip-hop trio J.J. Fad is remembered today for the infectious 1988 hit single "Supersonic," but the group made hip-hop history for more than just one song: They were among the first artists on Eazy-E's Ruthless Records, and "Supersonic" was one of the first songs nominated for a Grammy for best rap performance, though it lost to "Parents Just Don't Understand." Hip-hop historian Sean "XLG" Mitchell is interviewing the members of J.J. Fad for a forthcoming documentary, "Straight Outta Ruthless Records: The Story of J.J. Fad," and the public is invited to watch the conversation and partake in a meet-and-greet session. 1 to 3 p.m. Free.
D.C. Rickey Cocktail Competition at Jack Rose
On the face of it, the rickey is a simple yet refreshing summer drink: a highball with either gin or bourbon and the juice of half a lime, topped up with soda water. No wonder D.C.'s native cocktail -- invented at a downtown bar called Shoomaker's in the 1880s -- has been dubbed "air conditioning in a glass." It's a simple drink, that is, until D.C.'s top mixologists have their way with the recipe. Since 2008, the D.C. Craft Bartenders Guild has sponsored a contest to find the most delicious and original take on the rickey, and previous years have seen gins, whiskeys and sodas infused with a cornucopia of ingredients: black pepper, jicama, watermelon -- even carbonated tomato water. This year, bartenders from Amazonia, the Wells, Side Door and other local hot spots are bringing their versions to Jack Rose in an attempt to win a trophy and bragging rights. Tickets include unlimited samples of the competitors' rickeys, passed hors d'oeuvres and the right to vote for your favorite in the people's choice contest. 1 to 4 p.m. $45.
Wonderland Ballroom's 20th anniversary
"Unless you lived in Columbia Heights [in 2004], you can't imagine the days when the Wonderland Ballroom was the only bar on the 11th Street NW strip. Heck, it was one of the only places for drinking and dancing in the entire neighborhood, which fostered a great sense of community and too many first dates to count." That's how we wrote about Wonderland Ballroom's 10th anniversary party back in 2014, and a decade on, as we've watched even more neighborhood favorites come and go, it's worth remembering that Wonderland was serving up cold drinks, great tunes and fun gatherings like Sundress Fest years before the Target opened a few blocks west. At this point, it's impossible to imagine Columbia Heights without it. Here's to many more years of happy hours and sweaty dance parties. 4 p.m. Free.
All-You-Can-Eat Maryland Hard Shell Crabfest at the Imperial
If you've been out to buy Maryland blue crabs this year, you know prices are higher than usual. And we have to admit that the $125 ticket price of the Imperial's all-you-can-eat crab feast -- $147 with tax and gratuity -- made us pause. But if you want to feast on local blues this year, you're going to pay for it, especially in the middle of D.C. This feast includes 21/2 hours of unlimited No. 1 and No. 2 crabs, local corn on the cob, potato salad, Old Bay fries, homemade hush puppies, and buckets of Natty Boh. (A la carte $12 cocktails include Pusser's Painkillers and Ocean City-style orange crushes.) Seatings at 1 and 5 p.m. $147.
E.U. with Sugar Bear at Strathmore
Strathmore's Live From the Lawn concert series is scheduled to host all kinds of music this summer -- jazz, blues, bluegrass, kids' music and more. But what's the plan for the gigs scheduled to take place after legendary go-go band E.U. -- of "Da Butt" fame -- presumably leaves a smoking crater in the grass? Pack a picnic dinner, your dancing shoes, your backside and a blast suit. 7:30 p.m. Free.
AdMo Vibe in Kalorama Park
The July 31 launch of the AdMo Vibe summer concert series in Adams Morgan's Kalorama Park was postponed due to wet conditions, so let's hope the weather is more favorable for the outdoor performance by the Airport 77s, a D.C. power pop trio whose spiky riffs and smooth harmonies conjure the Jam and Cheap Trick. (And no, dear reader, your eyes don't deceive you: That is former Washington Post columnist John Kelly pounding the drums.) Fingers crossed they'll have the chance to play songs like "One Good Thing About Summer." Before the concert begins, visit neighborhood restaurants for discounted picnic supplies, including $12 sandwiches and burgers from the Imperial; $15 hot chicken and waffle platters from Federalist Pig; or buy-one, get-one-free dishes from City Lights of China. (See the Adams Morgan Partnership website for a full list of deals.) Concert 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
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'Didi' recalls the agonies and ecstasies of adolescence
Sean Wang's Sundance winner dramatizes the familiar highs and lows of a Taiwanese American skate kid.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-01

Joan Chen and Izaac Wang play mother and son in writer-director Sean Wang's coming-of-age film "Didi." (Focus Features/Talking Fish Pictures)


All unhappy teenage coming-of-age movies are unhappy in the same way -- Tolstoy didn't say that, I did -- meaning that hormonal confusion, social insecurity, failed stabs at hipness and mortification on a daily (if not hourly) basis are universal to the 13-year-old condition.
The trick is in the details -- in letting the personal bring specificity to the universal while letting the universal illuminate the personal. It's a balancing act, and writer/director/former teen disaster Sean Wang gets it mostly right in "Didi," his fictionalized memory play of being a floundering Taiwanese American skate kid in 2008 Fremont, Calif.
The movie, Wang's first narrative feature after an early documentary, was an audience award winner at Sundance in January, and his adorable short film about his grandmothers, "Nai Nai & Wai Po," was nominated for a 2023 Academy Award. At 30, the kid's got a future. "Didi," by contrast, commemorates his past as an aching adolescent twerp with a skill that positions it as the middle-school male's answer to Bo Burnham's "Eighth Grade."
The hero, Chris Wang (Izaac Wang) -- Didi to his family (it means "little brother" in Mandarin) and Wang Wang to his friends -- is in a turmoil of desire to be someone, anyone, cooler than himself, a brace-faced former nerd practicing his skateboard moves in an empty driveway. His sister Vivian (Shirley Chen), with whom he's locked in eternal battle, is getting ready to leave for college, leaving Chris at home with his artist mother (a lovely, careworn performance from Joan Chen) and testy grandmother (spitfire Zhang Li Hua, reprising her real-life role as the filmmaker's nana in "Nai Nai & Wai Po"). Father is away on business in Taiwan and never seen, an absence that unmoors Chris even further in angry free fall.
There's a girl -- of course there's a girl -- and the surprise of the early scenes in "Didi" is that Chris's crush, Madi (Mahaela Park), finds his tongue-tied shyness intriguing. A more rose-colored memoir might lead to an uncomplicated first kiss, but Wang is more interested in the ways a smart but utterly clueless man-child would torpedo any chance to show his emotional vulnerability.

Izaac Wang and Mahaela Park in "Didi." (Focus Features/Talking Fish Pictures)


So it goes, as Chris tries to find his way in an unfamiliar flip-phone/Myspace/AIM world, one he keeps at bay only with an ever-present video camera. It's a universe triangulated by his socially glib middle-school best friend (Raul Dial), a trio of older skateboarders who ooze knee-scabbed street cred, and his overachieving Asian American classmates -- the "good" kids Chris defines himself against to the uncomprehending horror of his family.
At a certain point, "Didi" lifts its head to bring us into the mother's world and into the emotions coursing through this gentle woman -- abandoned by her husband, criticized by her mother-in-law and ridiculed by her children -- as her son contorts himself into a miserable pretzel of loneliness. Director Wang re-creates a very specific first- and second-generation American experience, watching to see where the two pieces chafe and where they fit, but while the film's cultural and period details are precisely drawn, the landscape of feeling is eternal -- and at times overly familiar. It's a well-trod road traveled in "Didi," and sometimes it's hard to see the hero's footprints for the many that have come before.
The teenage cast is mostly made up of nonprofessional actors; lead Izaac Wang has had prior film experience, but, whether from skill, intuition or direct experience, he conveys the stroppy insolence and uncertainty, the hopes and humiliations, of a real boy. His director has referred to Wang (no relation) as "the perfect balance of an actor and a punk," and there's more than a bit of Truffaut's Antoine Doinel to the kid, down to the home-video freeze-frame that caps the film's opening segment.
Sean Wang knows that freeze-frames end, though, and life goes on. "Didi" may recall stronger movies on the subject: the aforementioned "The 400 Blows" and "Eighth Grade," Greta Gerwig's "Ladybird," and Jonah Hill's "Mid90s," among many others. But the advantage of Wang's film is ultimately in particularity -- the agonies and ecstasies of this kid in this culture, trying desperately to figure out who he wants to be while being cherished, in all his aggravating wonder, by the man he became.
R. At area theaters. Contains language throughout, sexual material, and drug and alcohol use, all involving teens. In English and Mandarin, with subtitles. 94 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Horror movies have never been bigger. And that's scary.
As the genre has grown, so have expectations. More than ever, audiences are eager for a vibe shift. 
By Jen Yamato | 2024-08-01
For more than a century, even through a pandemic, horror films have been frighteningly good business, which says a lot about the adrenaline-spiking ways humans love to be entertained. We pay good money to be scared out of our skins for 90-ish minutes at a time, and many of us would prefer it be in the shadowy embrace of a movie theater.
Armchair psychologists might say we seek cinematic escape from the horrors of real life -- entertainments that allow us to safely confront, and even thrill to, the fears that truly terrify us. Whether you buy that or not, it's a fact that horror is now the fastest-rising film genre, having doubled its market share from 4.87 percent in 2013 to 10.08 percent in 2023, per The Numbers, a movie industry data service. And with that growth comes critical attention and clout -- if not always respect.
But what will horror filmmakers do with their newfound power? I hope a few recent successes -- movies such as this year's runaway hit "Longlegs" and "I Saw the TV Glow," both popular and critically acclaimed, plus other genre gambles gone terror-ifically right -- might point the way. The best horror films are getting bolder, funnier and more creative. The smartest thing the genre can do to keep moviegoers hungry is embrace the off-kilter and keep us on our toes.
Whether it's legacy franchises built on iconic IP, art-house-leaning A24 horror or the myriad imitators trying to mimic trendy, of-the-moment terrors, the genre needs to take a page from its most resourceful characters and adapt and evolve if it's going to stay unkillable.
Thankfully, we are already starting to see where horror might go next.




A decade ago, an audacious trio of convention-shirking horror films signaled a tectonic shift in genre storytelling. That watershed moment, Fangoria editor in chief Phil Nobile Jr. tells me, led to our current age of horror. Even now, we are in the "blast radius" of those films' influence.
It started with Jennifer Kent's "The Babadook" (2014), which personified grief as a storybook monster and ushered in an era of heavy psychological symbolism that still reverberates in films like "Smile," "The Boogeyman" and "M3GAN." Then, 17th century folk horror "The Witch" (2015) launched the careers of writer-director Robert Eggers, star Anya Taylor-Joy and A24 itself (at the time just three years into operation) with its nerve-rattling slow burn. And finally, "Get Out" (2017), nominated for four Academy Awards including best picture, kicked open Hollywood's doors for Black horror narratives and overt social commentary while winning writer-director Jordan Peele the Oscar for best screenplay.
"Trauma-based horror really had a flash point with 'Babadook,' and we've been seeing the effects of that for 10 years," Nobile says. "The legitimate film industry recognizing and celebrating 'Get Out' changed how so many people in so many corners of the industry even look at horror. And 'The Witch' was a harbinger of A24 auteur art-horror. Each of those titles represents a moment that led to the floodgates being open of one kind of horror or another."
Horror went majorly mainstream in the years that followed, flexing both commercial muscle and art house allure. Perhaps by coincidence, it also paralleled the kind of immersive, character-based scares seen in survival horror video games popular throughout the decade. Deliberately paced horror films with bursts of terror, such as David Robert Mitchell's "It Follows" (2015), Ari Aster's "Hereditary" (2018) and "Midsommar" (2019), and Severin Fiala and Veronika Franz's "Goodnight Mommy" (2015) edged the frontiers of art house horror outward, attracting cult followings in the process. Even the 2019 success of Bong Joon-ho's South Korean thriller "Parasite," winner of four Oscars including best picture, signaled that the awards elite had become increasingly receptive to darker genre narratives.

Vera Farmiga in "The Conjuring." (Warner Bros. Pictures/Everett/Shutterstock) 


Meanwhile, filmmaker James Wan introduced horror's highest-grossing franchise with "The Conjuring" in 2013 (franchise take to date: $2.2 billion) and continued to grow the "Insidious" film series ($741 million) throughout the decade, while producer Jason Blum turned his namesake Blumhouse Pictures from micro-budget horror mavens to makers of high-profile IP breathing new life into the "Halloween" and "Exorcist" franchises.
All of the above helped get us to where we are now, with high demand keeping the genre flowing: In 2023 alone, IMDb catalogued 1,586 new horror films, up 39 percent from 2013, when the genre yielded 1,140 titles. Since 2013, more than 20 of the top-grossing scary movies broke $200 million at the box office. Last year, according to Comscore, horror collectively grossed $962 million domestically and more than $1.9 billion worldwide, with franchise sequels from "Evil Dead Rise" to "Saw X" breaking the $100 million mark. And horror's most popular household brands are only getting bigger; in January Blumhouse and Wan's Atomic Monster, Hollywood's two biggest genre producers, even joined forces to tackle blockbuster horror hitmaking under one banner.
This modern glow-up brought greater volume, variety and cultural currency to an oft-maligned genre. But mainstream popularity and a low-cost, high-reward model incentivizing producers to flood the horror market can also bring creative stagnation, cliched cash grabs and formulaic copycats. It gets exponentially harder to lose ourselves in the primal frights onscreen when we can see the jump scares, emotional scars and heavy-handed metaphors coming a mile away.
The ever-present danger of creative inertia is why another covid-era 1-2-3 punch of big-swing horror was so invigorating: James Wan's ridiculously entertaining psychodrama "Malignant" (2021), Zach Cregger's subterranean nightmare "Barbarian" (2022) and the high-tech shenanigans of "M3GAN" (2022). They formed a new unholy trinity of bonkers horror, made by studios, whose unexpected over-the-top twists and playful frights sent a fresh breeze shuddering throughout the genre landscape. Torpid pacing, conventional scares, everyday logic and reason -- those all went out the window, and not a moment too soon.
"What those movies share is a camp-adjacent sensibility, and if fun horror is coming, then that's really good news for everybody," Nobile says. "Because we've hit a bit of a saturation point or maybe an entropy with the self-serious, dour horror, the trauma-based PTSD horror. And all three prove that people are kind of ready for a vibe shift. They're ready for a party."
Genre fans felt that dizzying rush again in July when Nicolas Cage slithered into theaters under a pile of grotesque prostheses as a moldering serial killer with a penchant for puzzles, and for tormenting Maika Monroe, in Osgood "Oz" Perkins's "Longlegs." Viscerally creepy and morbidly funny with a gonzo Cage turn, its unpredictable turns had moviegoers calling it the scariest movie in years. Driven by a cryptic marketing campaign, "Longlegs" soared to a better-than-projected $22.6 million opening (far surpassing the $5.3 million opening for the Sydney Sweeney nun horror "Immaculate," distributor Neon's previous benchmark) and became a No. 2 summer box office success behind the family-friendly juggernaut "Despicable Me 4." Still in theaters with $58.6 million and counting, it's now the highest-grossing original horror movie of the year, and Neon's best performer ever. So what helped it break out?

Maika Monroe stars in "Longlegs." (Neon) 


"This audience demands and craves films that are inventive, transgressive and boundary-pushing," Neon Chief Marketing Officer Christian Parkes says. "By definition, the genre itself is about limits and pushing past them. People crave that, and I believe they crave that in a communal space, which is why they're perfect for movie theaters. And what we found with 'Longlegs' was that people wanted to go get scared in the dark."
Meanwhile, the PG-13 alien invasion prequel "A Quiet Place: Day One" has a $254 million worldwide tally and Ti West's R-rated "MaXXXine" closed out A24's popular "X" and "Pearl" franchise with a series-best $18.9 million. Summer horror season wraps up with M. Night Shyamalan's serial killer psycho-thriller "Trap," kooky Euro-horror "Cuckoo," and sci-fi horror sequel "Alien: Romulus" hitting screens in August before "Speak No Evil," an American remake of the bleak 2022 Danish psycho-thriller, drops in September. And dozens more horror titles will open in theaters or on streaming before the year closes out with Eggers's fangy "Nosferatu," a prestige Christmas release that's already attracting Oscar buzz.

David Howard Thornton in "Terrifier." (Everett/Shutterstock)


The wide range of horror being made, and made accessible, is unprecedented. By the end of the year -- which was admittedly off to a slow start at the box office before "Longlegs" ambled in -- 2024 will have given us scary studio fare of all stripes, including one about a killer swimming pool ("Night Swim"), a stylish "Omen" prequel ("The First Omen"), sequels ("Beetlejuice Beetlejuice") and remakes ("The Crow"). In October, cult hit "Terrifier," a 2016 niche splatter slasher about a demonic clown whose follow-up made $15 million worldwide on a reported $250,000 budget, gets a threequel in "Terrifier 3" -- a healthy indication that independent horror is capable of finding its own hungry audience well outside the mainstream.




All of which is to say that, while horror is undeniably having a moment, it's been ages since it was pigeonholed as the disposable B-movie buck. (Although it's still that, too: Gird your loins for R-rated slashers "Winnie-the-Pooh: Blood and Honey 2," "Bambi: The Reckoning," and Steamboat Willie in "Mickey's Mouse Trap," among other public-domainsploitation flicks on the horizon.)
Comscore analyst Paul Dergarabedian says reports of cinema's demise have been greatly exaggerated, and that's doubly true of the horror genre, especially when there's a recognizable brand in play. And because it can be made with no stars, small budgets and limited special effects, the genre is built for success.
"Horror has been consistently performing well -- the box office numbers have gotten bigger, but the profitability factor has remained pretty consistent," Dergarabedian says. After a lackluster start to the year at the box office, he adds, one need only look to "A Quiet Place: Day One," with its series-best $52 million debut, as evidence that horror is so potent, even a prequel to a popular PG-13 property can have blockbuster returns.
And for further proof that horror is thriving beyond the niche fringes of the movie business, consider A24. The production and distribution company has displayed a curatorial golden touch with artful, unconventional narratives and slow-burn domestic and psychological horror, and its zeitgeisty generation-defining critical and commercial success has made the A24 name catnip for cinephiles, its model ripe for imitators. But what makes an A24 movie, let alone an A24 horror movie?
A source close to the studio, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, says one mission is to usher transgressive voices into Hollywood, which often manifests via horror: "It's a combination of trying to work on films and with filmmakers that feel distinct and fresh relative to what's come before, and sneaking these films into the mainstream in a way that historically the world told everyone wasn't possible."
The artist-forward approach allows genre-defying filmmakers to make a splash within the horror space, where economics can make it easier to get a first film off the ground. And it's launched the likes of Aster, Eggers, Alex Garland ("Ex Machina"), Rose Glass ("Saint Maud") and most recently Jane Schoenbrun, whose haunting, A24-backed trans allegory "I Saw the TV Glow" announced the arrival of an exciting new voice redefining the boundaries of horror.
Now, with a recent infusion of cash pegging A24's valuation at a reported $3.5 billion, the company is making moves of its own. Upcoming high-concept horror releases -- the Brandy-starrer "The Front Room" (Sept. 6), and "Heretic," from the writers of "A Quiet Place" (Nov. 15) -- hint at a move toward the mainstream. At the same time, A24 is spinning Danny and Michael Philippou's teen possession hit "Talk to Me" into its next franchise and is reteaming with the Australian duo on another original horror project. And it's still committed to investing in rising talent, with respective genre debuts of first-time feature filmmakers Mark Anthony Green ("Opus") and Gen Z prodigy Kane Parsons ("The Backrooms") among its future slate.
As Blumhouse and Atomic Monster take their partnership to the next level, A24 looks to grow, and Neon steps into position as the home of buzzy horror this summer, the genre seems on the brink of its next expansion era, having proven audience appetites for horror of all shapes and sizes. And with distributors like IFC, RLJE and Shudder also giving indie and foreign discoveries a platform (including experimental breakouts such as the micro-budgeted "liminal horror" "Skinamarink" and so-called ambient slasher "In a Violent Nature"), it's tempting to imagine an unprecedented new wave of creative voices and thrills.
Because, while horror isn't dying off anytime soon, the scares that got our pulses and minds racing a decade ago have worn thin. The bold, beautiful business of terror depends on shaking us out of our comfort zones, challenging our changing fears in ways that earn our attention -- and our screams.
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Pick your poison: There's a horror film for everyone in 2024
Whatever style of horror movie you like, here's what not to miss in the months ahead.
By Lucas Trevor | 2024-08-01
For every kind of horror movie, there is a kind of horror fan. Whether you love the most extreme and gory flicks the genre has to offer or you faint at the sight of blood, somewhere out there is a movie for you.
Starting this weekend with the latest from M. Night Shyamalan, the films on tap for the remainder of the year are so varied that, for easier filtering, we've matched some of the buzziest titles to the audiences they're likely to attract. And for those who don't see their "type" represented, or are too impatient to wait for the theatrical rollout, try revisiting the best of what 2024 has already delivered: the Lynchian coming-of-age movie "I Saw the TV Glow," the inverted slasher flick "In a Violent Nature" or the deeply unsettling "Longlegs," with Nicolas Cage appearing as unhinged as ever.

Handout: Josh Hartnett as Cooper, left, and Ariel Donoghue as Riley in "Trap." (Warner Bros. Pictures) NO SALES NO TRADES FOR USE WITH movies-horror-roundup (Warner Bros. Pictures)


Through the relative ebbs and flows of Shyamalan's career, there's something consistent about his films. No matter what, they always sound intriguing. His latest, "Trap," follows Josh Hartnett ("Oppenheimer") as a father taking his daughter to a Taylor Swift-style pop concert. Except Hartnett is a serial killer known as "the Butcher," and the concert is an elaborate sting set up by local police to catch him. Think that's giving away too much? That's all in the trailer. But we're guessing M. Night has a few twists up his sleeve.
Starring Hunter Schafer ("Euphoria"), the film follows an American teen who moves to the German Alps to live with family. What follows from director Tilman Singer is a mix of body horror and psychological thriller. Distributor Neon has cut its teeth (pun intended) with the body-horror subgenre, releasing films like "Titane," "Crimes of the Future" and "Possessor" in recent years. If you liked those movies, "Cuckoo" should be right up your alley. Just maybe skip your mid-movie hot dog for this one.




"Alien: Romulus" marks the seventh film in the science-fiction franchise, and it presents a fantastic opportunity. Beginning as a relatively straightforward creature feature directed by Ridley Scott and released following the success of "Star Wars" (1977), the franchise has been all over the map: a James Cameron-helmed action blockbuster ("Aliens"), a dread-inducing David Fincher project ("Alien 3") and whatever Jean-Pierre Jeunet's "Alien: Resurrection" was supposed to be. In the 2010s, Scott returned to the franchise with "Prometheus" and "Alien: Covenant," shifting away from the original narrative and asking complicated questions like "Where do we come from?" and "How many Michael Fassbenders does it take to play a flute?" Now Fede Alvarez ("Don't Breathe") will helm an Alien project that promises to return the franchise to its horror roots. Prepare by rewatching all 12 hours, preferably where no one can hear you scream.
Seemingly capitalizing on 2022's "M3GAN," Blumhouse and writer-director Chris Weitz will be adding "AfrAId" to the anti-AI canon. The new release follows a family that has brought home an AI device (sort of Alexa on steroids). The device is intended to make parenting easier using artificial intelligence but quickly reveals itself to be more sinister than helpful. Schlock has long been an important aspect of horror films, which typically have smaller budgets and less serious plots. But as any acolyte of the late, great Roger Corman will tell you, that doesn't necessarily mean lower quality.

Handout: Michael Keaton as Beetlejuice in "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice." (Warner Bros. Pictures) NO SALES NO TRADES FOR USE WITH movies-horror-roundup (Warner Bros. Pictures)


Listen, horror isn't for everyone. Some people need a less scary entry point to go there at all. Look no further than "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice." Director Tim Burton returns to inject the genre with humor and camp while star Michael Keaton provides the Beetlejuice character's anarchic energy. Perhaps most exciting is the addition of Jenna Ortega, the young star of "X," "Scream VI" and Burton's own "Wednesday" series. She seems like a perfect fit for the Burton oeuvre, alongside Keaton and other returning franchise stars like Winona Ryder and Catherine O'Hara.
A remake of the 2022 Danish film of the same name, "Speak No Evil" follows Mackenzie Davis and Scoot McNairy as a young couple visiting the home of friends they met on vacation. All is not as it seems, and social norms are pushed to their limits as the situation becomes more and more unsettling. The 2022 original is a smaller film available to stream on Shudder and something of a hidden gem for genre obsessives. Its graphic imagery and nihilistic ending make the film unique and certainly worth a watch in the run-up to the remake's release.
Starring Demi Moore ("Ghost") and Margaret Qualley ("Poor Things"), "The Substance" follows aging actress Elisabeth Sparkle. She takes an experimental drug that The Washington Post's Jada Yuan explains "will allow her to essentially birth a younger version of herself." Qualley plays Sue, the younger version of Sparkle. The Coralie Fargeat-directed film received mixed reviews when it premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in May. In the United States, it could be a "Parasite"-like critical darling and awards powerhouse or an international curio like "Titane."




Since its debut in 2016, the Terrifier franchise has operated as a cult classic. From multi-hyphenate auteur Damien Leone, the films follow the gruesome adventures of Art the Clown (David Howard Thornton) as he terrorizes young women, pizza parlor employees and janitors. With minuscule budgets and increasingly gruesome imagery, both the 2016 and 2022 features found an audience with horror obsessives. Leone came up in special effects and makeup, and his films never lack for imaginative kills. With the third entry in the franchise, Leone will be handing off special-effects duties and working with a bigger budget. Be afraid.
This sequel to the surprise hit "Smile" follows pop star Skye Riley (Naomi Scott) as she is terrorized by the entity from the first film. The trailer suggests more shocking and elaborate kills this time around. The 2022 original wasn't expected to be the box office success it was: A simple premise, a great marketing campaign and an easy-to-remember name brought in more than $200 million worldwide. Can the sequel cash in again?

Handout: Lily-Rose Depp as Ellen Hutter, left, and Emma Corrin as Anna Harding in "Nosferatu." (Aidan Monaghan/Focus Features) NO SALES NO TRADES FOR USE WITH movies-horror-roundup (Aidan Monaghan/Focus Features)


What has more Christmas spirit than a period-piece vampire movie? Former indie darling Robert Eggers will continue his ascent to the big leagues with "Nosferatu," an adaptation of the classic Dracula tale. Eggers's works so far, "The Witch," "The Lighthouse" and "The Northman," all explore horror within period settings. As a director, Eggers never sacrifices authenticity for mass appeal, making films that are of their time as much as our own. In the past year, two movies, "Renfield" and "The Last Voyage of the Demeter," have transformed the classic Dracula story, with mixed results. If nothing else, "Nosferatu" is expected to be authentic to the mood and tone of the 1922 masterpiece of German expressionism.
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'Kneecap' is an Irish hip-hop 'Hard Day's Night'
Director Rich Peppiatt debuts a rude, scruffy winner.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-01

Liam "Mo Chara" Og O Hannaidh, JJ "DJ Provai" O Dochartaigh and Naoise "Moglai Bap" O Caireallain in "Kneecap." (Helen Sloan/Sony Pictures Classics)


As originally launched from the Bronx in the 1970s, hip-hop has always been about the powerless using language as a weapon of power, have-nots availing themselves of the tools at hand -- turntables and words -- to rage against the overlords. In "Kneecap," a frenetic, funny, searingly angry film from Northern Ireland, language -- Irish Gaelic -- serves as an active force of rebellion channeled through the beats and braggadocio of African American rap. Very little gets lost in the translation.
The movie's a rude, scruffy winner, a music bio/cash-in reconfigured as a deadly serious prank. It bears stressing that Kneecap is a genuine act, with rappers Naoise "Moglai Bap" O Caireallain, Liam "Mo Chara" Og O Hannaidh and JJ "DJ Provai" O Dochartaigh all playing cheekily fictionalized versions of themselves. The group rose to local fame in 2017 and 2018 with defiant shows and mixtapes that included Irish lyrics extolling the use of recreational drugs and the necessity of standing up to the British authorities and the "peelers" (police). Seven years on, Mo Chara and Moglai Bap are no longer the scrawny teenagers they once were, but their performing charisma carries straight to the screen -- you're forgiven if you mistake them for professional actors, Mo Chara especially.
Speaking of professional actors, here's Michael Fassbender as Moglai Bap's father, Arlo, a firebrand republican who's been living underground for years, supposed dead by the police and most of western Belfast while being resented for his abandonment by his long-suffering wife (Simone Kirby) and son, both of whom know his whereabouts. One of the strengths of "Kneecap" is that its heroes have lost faith in all the putative grown-ups in this battle.

Michael Fassbender plays Moglai Bap's father, Arlo, in "Kneecap." (Helen Sloan/Sony Pictures Classics)


Things get rolling when JJ, a Gaelic instructor at the local high school, is called in by the police after Mo Chara is arrested for spray-painting Irish slogans and refuses to speak English during interrogation. A glimpse at the lyrics in the boy's notebook reawakens the older man's dormant music dreams and prompts him to dust off the recording setup in his garage and invite reluctant rappers Mo Chara and Moglai Bap in. A single is released, is suppressed and quickly goes viral, blaring out of the ear buds of the kids in JJ's classroom.
Next up is performing live at a pub full of old sods and one barmaid with an Instagram account; terrified of jeopardizing his day job, JJ hits the turntables with a tricolor balaclava hiding his face and finds his inner Beastie Boy/Borstal Boy unleashed. Which would be bad news if his girlfriend (Fionnuala Flaherty), an activist fighting to have Irish officially recognized by the British government, ever found out.
Toss in a comically inept paramilitary group called Radical Republicans Against Drugs, a fearsome police lieutenant (Josie Walker) who wants to drag Arlo in from the cold and a saucy love interest (Jessica Reynolds, delightful) for Mo Chara, and "Kneecap" would seem to have set far too many plates spinning. Yet director Rich Peppiatt, making his feature debut with a script he co-wrote with the three Kneecaps, keeps everything fizzing with visual brio and nonstop energy, balancing a youthful celebration of hedonism and altered states with a banked fury at a government that sees a people's Indigenous language as a force for subversion.
I wish I could quote some of the group's lyrics to you, but A) they're mostly in Irish, B) they're mostly unprintable even when they're in English, and C) they're often proudly immature in the grand hip-hop tradition, even if that immaturity has a focus and ferocity born of a very specific historical oppression. The boys can be profanely articulate in the film's dialogue (and, off-screen, in interviews), but in their fight for their right to party, they put equal emphasis on all three nouns.
The plottier aspects of the story get resolved in too-tidy fashion -- it's a movie, after all. But the musical numbers are propulsive and hook-laden, lingering in your head and giving a defiant bounce to your step long after the credits have rolled. What really puts "Kneecap" over is that Moglai Bap and Mo Chara and DJ Provai radically insist on squeezing what joy they can from a joyless life while keeping their eye on the long game. Somehow, they've come up with "A Hard Day's Night" for the Northern Irish resistance.
R. At area theaters. Contains pervasive drug content and language, sexual content/nudity, and some violence. 105 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Indie musician Mxmtoon's latest source of inspiration: Her younger self
The ukulele-playing artist opens for AJR on Friday at Capital One Arena.
By Olivia McCormack | 2024-08-01

"You can't really become a pop star without telling your parents, I guess," Mxmtoon said in an interview. (Bao Ngo)


Mxmtoon did not mean to get famous. In her Southern California childhood home, where she grew up as the daughter of two teachers, internet safety was a priority. There were rules against unsupervised social media use and posting information about herself online.
Which worked out -- right up until she became a teenager.
During high school, the now-24-year-old indie pop musician would wait until everyone in her house was asleep, usually about 10 p.m., then take out her ukulele, log on to her computer, turn up the gain on the microphone that her friends gave her for her 14th birthday, and play as quietly as possible.
These ukulele confessional ditties were crafted with a desktop recording app and Mxmtoon's teenage turmoil.
"It felt like I had a space outside of school, or my friends or my family, that was entirely my own and entirely up to me to curate. I don't know if I felt like I had many places like that when I was a kid, so it felt really important when I found it as a teenager," Mxmtoon said in a Zoom interview from her Philadelphia hotel room. "I grew too big eventually. You can't really become a pop star without telling your parents, I guess."
After Mxmtoon revealed in late high school that she had over 10,000 SoundCloud followers and articles were being written about her, the first thing her mom asked was whether the people online knew her last name. They did not, and she still likes to keep her surname under wraps -- preferring to go by just Maia.
In the years since that admission about her late-night recording sessions, Mxmtoon has released two studio albums (with a third on the way). And on Friday, she'll perform for an audience in the tens of thousands as she opens for sibling pop trio AJR at Capital One Arena.
Her latest single, "I Hate Texas," came about thanks to "Dune: Part Two." The self-described cinephile spent the first half of her recent recording session with hyper-pop collaborator Underscores discussing the film and how its tone would change if the score had been that of a Western.
That is how Mxmtoon wrote her first country song. In the breakup song bedazzled with country twang and led by her melodic voice, she sings: "I'm turning every corner with exceeded caution/ Hoping, praying, begging that you're not in Austin/ I hate Texas, but the exits have more room/ To run away from you."
The rest of the album is an ode to the sincerity of her youth. "The whole record itself is vulnerable in a way that I feel like is reminiscent of the earlier Mxmtoon songs," she says. She's worked to figure out how to get back in touch with the vulnerability of her 17-year-old self and carry that into this new record.
For an artist not originally meant to be online, she has made the internet her playground, with accounts on Instagram, Facebook, X, TikTok, Twitch and YouTube. Oh, and she has published two graphic novels.
For a full-time musician, whose debut studio album peaked at 45 on the U.S. indie albums chart in 2019, that is a mountain of work. But Mxmtoon is a product of the golden age of internet influencers: "I just don't know how not to," she explains. "The people that I looked up to and admired when I was on the internet as a young kid were these like multi-hyphenate YouTubers that were doing everything under the sun."
Plus, she adds, "I so much enjoy every side of everything creative that being able to dip my toes into each pond is super fulfilling."
As she enters her mid-20s, Mxmtoon is trying to look back at her younger self with empathy. It's easy to hear her adolescent songs today and feel a twinge of embarrassment, but those tracks have become motifs in the lives of so many fans that Mxmtoon wanted to reclaim them for her present self.
"Maybe I deserve to rewrite what I was doing when I was 17 so that way I can see it in the context of where I am now in my 20s," she says.
Enter: the revised songs -- songs for which Mxmtoon has changed the lyrics to better represent her current life. In the new version of her ukulele-led track "1-800-DATEME," Mxmtoon switched out lyrics that previously only referenced having crushes on men to include crushing on women to represent her bisexuality.
"How often do we really get to sit with ourselves at the weirdest, most hormonally emotional moment of our lives and reassess how that makes us feel later on?" she asks. "I think it was really helpful to me to get back in touch with where I was when I was writing songs when I was 17 and reestablish that relationship."
Because no matter where the fame and fans take her, the person she wants to be most loyal to is that ukulele-playing teenager back in California.
Aug. 2 at 7 p.m. at Capital One Arena, 601 F St. NW. capitalonearena.com. $89-$130.
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11 can't-miss concerts in the D.C. area this August
Emo and pop-punk acts are still spilling their guts on local stages, plus Avril Lavigne and Missy Elliott.
By Chris Kelly | 2024-07-31
Emo has been around for 40 years, and no one can agree on exactly what the term means. Is real emo the music of D.C.'s emotional hardcore bands or the late-'90s screamo scene? Is it from the Midwest or Long Island? Is it still emo if an internet rapper or a teen pop star makes it?
Increasingly, emo has come to mean the poppy punk or punky pop of the sound's imperial period, when bands like Fall Out Boy and My Chemical Romance took over Hot Topic during the last days of "Total Request Live." Or at least, that's what emo means when it's being sold to aging millennials who have the disposable cash and nostalgic cravings to attend emo-themed destination festivals, DJ nights, cover acts, full-band karaoke experiences and even orchestra collaborations.
But as all "elder emos" know, mics are for singing, not swinging, and the bands that hit emo's greatest heights -- along with the wave that inevitably followed -- are still paid to spill their guts and make crowds panic when they sing.
For more than 20 years, the Warped Tour was a rite of summer that allowed teens of a certain stripe to see all their favorite bands in one go. The festival ended its run as a touring concern in 2018, but the baton was quickly picked up by the Sad Summer Festival, now in its fifth year. This year's headliners -- Mayday Parade, the Maine and the Wonder Years -- also played the inaugural edition, proving that the window for what constitutes nostalgia continues to shrink. (Aug. 9 at 2 p.m. at Merriweather Post Pavilion. merriweathermusic.com. $73.)
True to its full moniker, AFI has kept a fire inside burning for decades by constantly feeding it new fuel. The East Bay band started out as a hardcore outfit before prioritizing horror instead of humor and embracing the macabre edge of punk. Throughout, vocalist Davey Havok has turned sorrow and suffering into still-resonant rallying cries like "Through our bleeding, we are one." (Aug. 15 at 6:30 p.m. at Merriweather Post Pavilion. merriweathermusic.com. $46-$281.)

New Found Glory. (Elena De Soto)


New Found Glory epitomized millennial pop-punk by writing impossibly catchy tunes fueled by Jordan Pundik's nasal lyrics about teenage vulnerability and relationships that are always at their breaking point. Even before they grew up, they seemed to know these youthful concerns were fleeting ("All Downhill From Here," "Nothing Gold Can Stay"). On this tour, the Florida four-piece will celebrate the 20th anniversary of "Catalyst" by playing the album in full. (Aug. 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fillmore Silver Spring. fillmoresilverspring.com. $48-$72.)
Who knew the band behind "My Friends Over You" would prove so influential? New Found Glory provided a name (borrowed from a lyric in "Head On Collision") and a template for All Time Low, a band founded when its members were still high-schoolers in Towson, Md. Subsequent years have seen All Time Low buff its sharp edges into radio-friendly pop-rock, but the band's best-known song, "Dear Maria, Count Me In," has remained part of the emo-punk canon: It even soundtracked a TikTok trend in which emo fans attested, "Mom, it was never a phase -- it's a lifestyle." (Aug. 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the Atlantis, theatlantis.com, sold out; Aug. 23 at 7 p.m. at 9:30 Club, 930.com, sold out; Aug. 24 at 7 p.m. at Merriweather Post Pavilion, merriweathermusic.com, $57.)

Pinkshift. (Leigh Ann Rodgers)


While countless emo songs could be described as "gaslight anthems," the Gaslight Anthem isn't emo, instead drawing from straight-ahead rock, punk and, notably, Bruce Springsteen, whom the band enlisted in 2023 for a collaboration on its first album after a long hiatus. To scratch that emo itch, catch the openers: California punks Joyce Manor deliver full-throated, full-hearted songs like "Constant Headache," while Baltimore trio Pinkshift are reclaiming ragged pop-punk from a long lineage of sad White boys. (Aug. 20 at 8 p.m. at the Anthem. theanthemdc.com. $45-$75.)

Something Corporate. (Connor Lenihan)


Something Corporate had a short but sweet run at the beginning of the millennium, releasing three albums of piano-driven pop-punk and high school afterglow anthems like "Punk Rock Princess" and "If You C Jordan." Since the band went on hiatus in 2004, frontman Andrew McMahon has found success, both solo and in Jack's Mannequin, but this is Something Corporate's first tour since 2010 and the first with its original lineup in more than two decades. (Aug. 22 at 7 p.m. at 9:30 Club. 930.com. Sold out.)
Brandon Korch has been a fixture of the D.C. music scene for years, and for his 40th birthday, he's throwing Korchfest, bringing together new and old bands for which he has been the drummer. Alongside active bands Pilau and the Armors and a Carly Rae Jepsen cover band, the highlights of the bill are reunions: post-hardcore trio Hobis and Monument, an outfit that released "Goes Canoeing," one of the best albums of the 2010s emo revival. (Aug. 23 at 7 p.m. at the Black Cat. blackcatdc.com. $15-$20.)

Avril Lavigne. (Dylan Martinez/Reuters)


Avril Lavigne scored a few of the century's biggest pop hits when she was still a teenager and proved equally adept at arena-ready ballads like "Complicated" and sugar-rush classics like "Sk8er Boi." While her later efforts trended toward pop-rock, she returned to her punky roots on 2022 album "Love Sux" -- just in time for a wave of pop-punk revival acts for which she is a key influence. (Aug. 31 at 7 p.m. at Jiffy Lube Live. livenation.com. $78-$455.)
Three other shows to catch
Lemonade: A Refreshing Sophie Tribute Party
Forget emo nights, and dance while celebrating an artist who reminded listeners that "It's Okay to Cry" at this tribute party in honor of Sophie, the DJ-producer who died tragically in 2021. The Glaswegian trailblazer helped lay the foundation for hyperpop and worked with everyone from Madonna to Vince Staples. DJs Franxx and El Sucio will provide tunes while Brooke N. Hymen hosts drag performances. (Aug. 23 at 11 p.m. at DC9. dc9.club. $15.)
Missy Elliott

Missy Elliott. (Christopher Polk/Getty Images for Fyf)


Here's a fact that doesn't feel right, even though it is: Missy Elliott had never headlined a tour until this year. The groundbreaking talent -- who became the first woman rapper to be nominated and inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2023 -- is celebrating her career with an arena tour, accompanied by partner in crime Timbaland, R&B singer Ciara and rap motormouth Busta Rhymes. (Aug. 8 at 7 p.m. at Capital One Arena. capitalonearena.com. $80-$330.)
Ohgeesy
A few years ago, Shoreline Mafia was part of a new wave of LA rap that seemed primed to wash over the country thanks to its particular gift for irreverent, drug-dazed party rap. After a few years off, the former quartet is now a duo, led by Ohgeesy, who flipped Petey Pablo's crunk classic "Freek-A-Leek" into "Geekaleek," dropping insults with ease: "You ain't never had the feds investigate you/ You ain't never had the bad hoes wanna date you." (Aug. 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Howard Theatre. thehowardtheatre.com. $25-$100.)
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Washington Post hardcover bestsellers
A snapshot of popular books.
By Becky Meloan | 2024-07-31
1 THE WOMEN (St. Martin's, $30). By Kristen Hannah. An Army nurse in Vietnam treats soldiers wounded in combat but struggles to find support when she returns home.
2 THE GOD OF THE WOODS (Riverhead, $30). By Liz Moore. Tragedy revisits the owners of a summer camp when their teenage daughter disappears, echoing a similar loss years before.
3 SANDWICH (Harper, $26.99). By Catherine Newman. Vacationing with her young-adult children and aging parents forces a woman to recalibrate her expectations.
4 JAMES (Doubleday, $28). By Percival Everett. A reimagining of "Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" told from the point of view of Jim as he flees from enslavement.
5 ALL FOURS (Riverhead, $29). By Miranda July. A woman embarks on a solo cross-country road trip but instead hides in a nearby hotel and explores life without the responsibilities of family.
6 THE BOOK OF ELSEWHERE (Del Rey, $30). By Keanu Reeves, China Mieville. An immortal warrior makes a deal that will allow him to die, leading to unforeseen consequences.
7 LONG ISLAND COMPROMISE (Random House, $30). By Taffy Brodesser-Akner. The children of a wealthy family struggle to fulfill the promise of their wildly successful parents.
8 THE BRIGHT SWORD (Viking, $35). By Lev Grossman. The remaining knights of the Round Table must restore Camelot to its former glory after the death of King Arthur.
9 FUNNY STORY (Berkley, $29). By Emily Henry. Daphne, whose ex-fiance, Peter, left her for another woman, agrees to be roommates with Miles, whose ex-fiancee left him for Peter.
10 ALL THE COLORS OF THE DARK (Crown, $30). By Chris Whitaker. The relationship between childhood best friends endures in the decades following a tragedy.
1 THE DEMON OF UNREST (Crown, $35). By Erik Larson. The author of "The Splendid and the Vile" chronicles the months after Abraham Lincoln's election that set the stage for the Civil War.
2 AUTOCRACY, INC. (Doubleday, $27). By Anne Applebaum. The journalist and historian explores the methods 21st century dictators use to enact their ideologies -- and how democracies can defeat them.
3 THE ANXIOUS GENERATION (Penguin Press, $30). By Jonathan Haidt. A social psychologist attributes the recent increase in adolescent mental illness to the prevalence of smartphones.
4 THE CREATIVE ACT (Penguin, $32). By Rick Rubin. A Grammy-winning music producer shares how artists work and suggests ways to foster creativity in everyday life.
5 THE WAGER (Doubleday, $30). By David Grann. After enduring storms, sickness and a shipwreck, the surviving crew members of HMS Wager turn against each other.
6 AN UNFINISHED LOVE STORY (Simon & Schuster, $35). By Doris Kearns Goodwin. The Pulitzer-prizewinning biographer shares her own history.
7 ON CALL (Viking, $36). By Anthony Fauci. The doctor and public health official shares stories from his upbringing and career as a scientific adviser to presidents through multiple crises, including the covid pandemic.
8 ATOMIC HABITS (Avery, $27). By James Clear. How to make small changes that have a big impact.
9 A WALK IN THE PARK (Scribner, $32.50). By Kevin Fedarko. Two men attempt a 750-mile hike through the Grand Canyon.
10 OUTLIVE (Harmony, $32). By Peter Attia, M.D., Bill Gifford. A physician offers alternate ways of looking at aging and longevity.
Rankings reflect sales for the week ended July 28. The charts may not be reproduced without permission from the American Booksellers Association, the trade association for independent bookstores in the United States, and indiebound.org. Copyright 2024 American Booksellers Association. (The bestseller lists alternate between hardcover and paperback each week.)
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Commanders training camp tracker: This year is different, players swear
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Varun Shankar | 2024-08-01
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn.
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Commanders sign Riley Patterson to create a kicker competition
Washington claimed the 24-year-old off waivers from Jacksonville and re-signed veteran wide receiver Byron Pringle
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-07-31

The Jacksonville Jaguars put kicker Riley Patterson on waivers this week. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


Coach Dan Quinn has emphasized competition in nearly every facet of the Commanders' training camp. That now extends to kicker, too.
Washington claimed Riley Patterson off waivers from Jacksonville on Wednesday, giving the team another kicker on the 90-man camp roster alongside Ramiz Ahmed.
Patterson, 24, signed with the Minnesota Vikings after going undrafted out of Memphis in 2021 and was later signed to the New England Patriots' practice squad. The Detroit Lions acquired him midway through the 2021 season, and Patterson made his NFL debut against the Chicago Bears, booting two extra points in a narrow loss. In Week 15, Patterson converted three field goals and three extra points in a win over the Arizona Cardinals to earn NFC special teams player of the week.
Patterson made all 16 extra-point attempts in his rookie season missed only one of 14 field goal attempts, from 55 yards.
He was claimed by Jacksonville in 2022 and played in all 17 games, earning AFC special teams player of the week honors (four field goals, one extra point) in a win over the New York Jets. He later kicked the game-winning field goal in the wild card round of the playoffs against the Los Angeles Chargers. It was the third-largest comeback victory in playoff history.
Patterson was, coincidentally, replaced in Jacksonville by Brandon McManus, whom Washington signed in March and released three months later after he was accused of sexual assault during his time with the Jaguars.
Patterson spent last season in Detroit and then Cleveland, and he was released by the Jaguars this week after signing a reserve/future contract in February.
Washington signed Ahmed in June, but with the possibility of bringing on another kicker to create competition for the job. Ahmed appeared solid early in training camp but has struggled with field goals from 50 yards and beyond.
"Yeah, I think maybe almost half the league have two into that space," Quinn said last week. "But that and other positions are still part of the competition."
The Commanders also re-signed 30-year-old wide receiver Byron Pringle on Wednesday and cut receivers Dax Milne, a 2021 seventh-round pick, and Damiere Byrd.
Pringle joined the Commanders in the summer of 2023 and played in all 17 games, catching 14 of 22 targets for 161 yards (11.5 yards per reception).
The 30-year-old adds to a position group with at least a couple roster spots up for grabs behind Terry McLaurin, Jahan Dotson and third-round rookie Luke McCaffrey.
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From bust to believer, Clelin Ferrell is confident he can help Commanders
Ferrell was the No. 4 overall pick in the 2019 NFL draft. He is determined to make a mark in Washington after a tough start to his career with the Raiders.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-07-31

Offseason signing Clelin Ferrell is trying to establish himself as a starter on the Commanders' defensive line. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Clelin Ferrell's body is a manuscript. He's covered in tattoos -- a collection that starts just under his neck, snakes down his torso and sketches inky sleeves on his arms and right leg.
His first tattoo best embodies his career. Ferrell has his favorite Bible verse, Matthew 17:20, along his right forearm. He knows it by heart.
"Truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move," the Washington Commanders defensive end recited, "and nothing will be impossible for you."
It's a constant reminder of the philosophy that has defined the latest stage of the 27-year-old's NFL journey. The Raiders drafted Ferrell No. 4 overall out of Clemson in 2019; he probably will never live up to that pedigree. But a one-year stop in San Francisco helped rebuild the Richmond native's confidence.
Entering his sixth NFL season and his first in Washington, he has carved out a new identity as a high-energy, rotational defensive end. So far at training camp, he has been one of the team's starters at a reshaped position.
"Belief is the most important thing, especially in this league," Ferrell said. "We all know we can play, but how much do you believe in yourself?"
After the 2021 season, Ferrell figured the Raiders might decline his fifth-year option. He felt he performed well but had not produced statistically. Through that point, he had finished with more than two sacks just once -- his rookie season in Oakland before the franchise moved to Las Vegas.
Before last season, he signed a one-year, $2.5 million contract with San Francisco, where defensive line coach Kris Kocurek has a reputation for reviving careers. Arik Armstead, Kerry Hyder Jr. and Samson Ebukam improved with the 49ers and parlayed their strong play into larger contracts elsewhere.
Ferrell, who tied his career high in pressures and was tied for third on the 49ers in tackles for loss last season, per TruMedia, followed suit and earned a raise in Washington, where he will make $3.75 million this season.
Asked about Kocurek's secret sauce, Ferrell didn't point to an on-field adjustment but rather the idea sketched on his arm.
"Belief," Ferrell said. "... A lot of coaches, they know how to teach technique, they know how to teach scheme. But it's different when a coach can instill belief in players. ... It's easy to have your confidence broken."

After a disappointing start to his career with the Raiders, Ferrell spent a year in San Francisco and parlayed it into a job in Washington. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Kocurek helped foster that belief, Ferrell said. He and assistant Darryl Tapp, now Washington's defensive line coach, helped Ferrell rediscover his potential. Ferrell also was exposed to the winning culture that powered the 49ers to four of the past five NFC championship games.
"You can think you're doing everything you can to be the best, and then you meet somebody that says, 'No, no, no, no, you got more in you,'" he said.
Ferrell never wanted to let down 49ers pass-rusher Nick Bosa because of a subpar work ethic, he explained. So he went out and earned the 2022 defensive player of the year's respect. And he won over Tapp and Commanders General Manager Adam Peters, who brought Ferrell with them from San Francisco.
Ferrell has quickly commanded respect from his new teammates, too.
"I love the way he works on and off the field," defensive tackle Jonathan Allen said. "... His mindset is top notch. I see a lot of the same things in a lot of the top guys that I've ever played with."
"That boy, he's one of those guys, he's high energy, high effort," defensive tackle Daron Payne said. "He's going to get after the quarterback."
Ferrell has become better at harnessing his effort. It's one of the main lessons he took from veterans: Don't confuse activity with accomplishment. Don't just run hard at practice; focus on technique and merge intentionality with effort.
Ferrell has honed his routine to make sure he's healthy for the season. He has played at least 16 games in each of the past three seasons. He wants to earn third-down pass rush snaps with Washington to showcase his talent.
"I feel like I haven't even scratched the surface," he said. "... There's so much more I have to give, and I ain't getting no younger."
Ferrell plans to debut a black visor in games, a mask hiding his gaze and intentions. At training camp, he has worn a cropped jersey that shows off his impressive 6-foot-4, 265-pound physique.
"I know that [stuff] ... look cool, it look fire, huh?" he said. "... And the muscles, I know, I know, I don't need shoulder pads. I work hard now. I work hard."
That hard work, it seems, begets belief.

At age 27, Ferrell hopes his career can truly begin to take off. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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