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Tornado death raises Tropical Storm Debby toll to 7 as heavy rains keep falling

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the eastern U.S. Debby was centered just east of Savannah on Tuesday afternoon. (AP Video: John Minchillo)
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            Parts of Springfield Middle School lay on the ground after being ripped off by a tornado, spawned by Tropical Storm Debby, in Lucama, N.C., Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)
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            Parts of Springfield Middle School are damaged by a tornado, spawned by Tropical Storm Debby, after passing Lucama, N.C., Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)
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            Parts of Springfield Middle School are damaged by a tornado, spawned by Tropical Storm Debby, after passing through Lucama, N.C., Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)
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            A group of linemen work on repairing damaged power lines from a tornado spawned by Tropical Storm Debby in Lucama, N.C., on Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024.(AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)
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            Gene Taylor clean up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            Charles Grainger cleans up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            Charles Grainger cleans up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            Keon Johnson and his wife Zyla Johnson, left, talk about how to get to work since his house on Tappan Zee Drive that was flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 17

                                    
                                    Keon Johnson and his wife Zyla Johnson, left, talk about how to get to work since his house on Tappan Zee Drive that was flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 17 | 
            Keon Johnson steps out of his stalled car on the street near his house that has been flooded for three days due to heavy rains from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Gene Taylor watches the flood waters around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            A resident measures the depth of the flooded street with storm water from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Nelma Taylor cleans up flood waters around her house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 17

                                    
                                    Nelma Taylor cleans up flood waters around her house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 17 | 
            A resident walks through flood waters in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            James Bartley sits on a folding chair in his garage as he waits for storm water from Tropical Storm Debby recede, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Charles Grainger cleans up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            Keon Johnson leaves his house on his way to work down a street that flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby and still hasn't drained, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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                                        LUCAMA, N.C. (AP) -- Tropical Storm Debby spawned damaging tornadoes that killed one person, flooded a town and temporarily shut down part of Interstate 95 early Thursday as it blew into North Carolina after making a second landfall overnight.
The storm was expected to churn up the East Coast, where residents as far north as Vermont could get several inches of flooding rain this weekend.
At least three tornadoes were reported overnight in North Carolina, including one around 3 a.m. that damaged at least four houses, a church and a school in Wilson County east of Raleigh, county officials said.
One person died in a home damaged by the tornado in Lucama, a small town about 40 miles (64 kilometers) east of Raleigh, Wilson County spokesman Stephen Mann said in an email. No further details on the person were immediately provided.
Theresa Richardson hunkered down with her husband and granddaughter in the closet of their Lucama home as the tornado tore through about a mile away.

    


Debris struck the house. And they could hear the roof of nearby Springfield Middle School being ripped off. The home of one of her granddaughter's friends was destroyed from the tornado.




Richardson said this wasn't the first time the area was struck by a tornado -- her neighbors call the road they live on "Tornado Alley."
Frances Smith, 74, said she and her husband Seth took shelter in their bathroom while the storm hit Lucama and shook the walls of their brick house.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Sound was muffled in that bathroom. But you could tell it changed from heavy rain to something else," Smith said. "And we looked at each other like, well, that's not good. And it wasn't."
The superintendent of Wilson County Schools confirmed damage at Springfield Middle School, where sections of the walls and roof of the 6th and 7th grade halls are gone or compromised.
"It was heartbreaking to see the school right after the event," Superintendent Lane Mills said in a statement. 

    


Meanwhile, about 100 miles (161 kilometers) south of Lucama, deputies in Bladenboro had posted photos of a patrol car damaged by a tree as well as roads that had been washed out. Standing water a few feet deep covered parts of the tiny North Carolina town. 
Many of the townspeople helped fill sandbags on Wednesday before up to 3 feet (91 centimeters) of floodwaters backed into the downtown overnight. Working in the dark, the town administrator, commissioners and residents helped businesses save as much merchandise as possible, Police Chief Kevin Rouse said.
When the sun came up, water could still be seen bubbling out of manhole covers in the town of about 1,600. Debby may not have been the worst storm to come through the region, but Rouse said he watches every storm wearily.
"Even though it wasn't a severe, major hurricane you still had a lot of water. You start getting 6, 12, 20 inches of rainfall, that's going to cripple you," Rouse said.
The National Hurricane Center said Debby made a second landfall early Thursday near Bulls Bay, South Carolina -- about 30 miles (48 kilometers) northeast of Charleston. Debby first made landfall as a Category 1 hurricane early Monday on the Gulf Coast of Florida. It was still a tropical storm Thursday morning, with maximum sustained winds at 40 mph (64 kph).

    


Debby wasn't done flooding parts of eastern South Carolina and southeast North Carolina, and an additional 3 to 9 inches (8 to 23 centimeters) of rain is possible as the storm moves north, raising concerns of flash floods in mountainous areas of Virginia and West Virginia.
Debby also could bring more tornadoes Thursday in parts of North Carolina and Virginia, forecasters said.
Meanwhile, floodwaters haven't even fully drained out of some homes in South Carolina.
Robert Chesnut stood in nearly a foot (30 centimeters) of water inside his Isle of Palms home Thursday morning with a rented an industrial pump that looked like a fire hose. After more than three hours, only about an inch (2.5 centimeters) of water had been pulled out of his house on the barrier island near Charleston.

    


And once the water is gone, there is still a lot of work to do.
"This is contaminated water," Chesnut said. "These houses are on septic tanks. I hate to say it, but that's fecal matter. You have to disinfect everything."
A state of emergency was in effect for both North Carolina and Virginia. Maryland issued a state of preparedness declaration that coordinates preparations without declaring an emergency.
At least seven people have died due to the storm.
___
This story has been updated to remove an incorrect reference to total rainfall amounts for the Carolinas.
___
Associated Press contributors include Jeffrey Collins in Columbia, South Carolina; Jeff Martin in Atlanta, and freelance photographer Mic Smith in Isle of Palms, South Carolina.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-tropical-storm-debby-flooding-d90428b0417df35fa1cae8b24793f5c5
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz raise their arms at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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        Harris and Walz are showing their support for organized labor with appearance at Detroit union hall
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, are set to play up their support for organized labor during an appearance at a Detroit-area union hall as the new Democratic ticket lavishes attention on a crucial base of support. 
Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, and Walz, who joined the ticket on Tuesday, plan to speak on Thursday to several dozen United Auto Workers members.
After President Joe Biden ended his reelection campaign last month and endorsed his vice president, organized labor quickly rallied around Harris. The AFL-CIO endorsed her after having first backed Biden. The UAW formally backed her last week. 
Harris and Walz have been highlighting their support for working people during their first joint appearances this week in some of the most closely contested states that will help decide whether she becomes the first female U.S. president or whether Republican Donald Trump returns to the White House and brings along Sen. JD Vance of Ohio as his vice president.

    


The Democrats visited Wisconsin and Michigan on Wednesday, hoping to shore up support among the younger, diverse, labor-friendly voters who were instrumental in helping Biden get elected in 2020.




Two new polls of likely voters in Wisconsin and Georgia, another key state, show close races in both. Several Georgiapolls conducted earlier in the summer found Trump slightly ahead in the state, which Biden won narrowly in 2020.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

UAW President Shawn Fain told The Associated Press last week that Harris' leading the Democratic ticket boosts the party's chances of winning Michigan and keeping the White House in November. Fain also spoke Wednesday at Harris' campaign rally at a Detroit-area airport hangar.
Fain said in the interview that Trump is beholden to billionaires, knows nothing about the auto industry and would send the labor movement into reverse in a second term.

    


The UAW leader has become a top nemesis of the Republican presidential nominee, who frequently rails against Fain at rallies and in speeches.
Vance made his own stops in Michigan and Wisconsin on Wednesday, intent on showing that Republicans will compete in the "blue wall" of Midwestern states. He called Walz a "crazy radical" and said that Harris' decision to pick him as a running mate shows that she "bends the knee to the far left of the Democratic Party."
As Harris spoke to an estimated 15,000-person crowd at the airport, she was interrupted by protesters opposed to Israel's war in Gaza with Hamas. At first, Harris said to those trying to disrupt her, "I am here because I believe in democracy, and everybody's voice matters." 
But Harris lost patience as the shouting continued, with protesters accusing her of supporting genocide in Gaza. That led her to deliver a sharper rejoinder. 
"If you want Donald Trump to win, then say that," she said, talking over the protesters. "Otherwise, I'm speaking."
Metro Detroit, home to one of the largest Arab American populations in the United States, has become a focal point of tension and unrest due to the Israel-Hamas conflict. 

    


Shortly after her remarks Wednesday, Harris won the backing of Assad I. Turfe, the deputy Wayne County executive, who is the highest ranking Arab American official in Michigan's largest county. Turfe told The Associated Press that he spoke with Harris backstage at the event before his endorsement.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Kamala Harris embodies the America we deserve -- an America that stands for strength, inclusivity and unwavering commitment to justice," Turfe said in a statement. "I wholeheartedly endorse Kamala Harris, as she represents the true spirit of our nation and the values we hold dear."
Turfe also pressed the need for a cease-fire in Gaza, but said that Harris "gives us the best chance of achieving peace in that region moving forward."
Union members attending the rally said they supported Harris. 
Jeanne Ruff of Livonia, Michigan, whose husband is a longtime UAW member, said she hoped Harris would visit a union shop in Michigan to show her support.

    


"I want her to make sure skill trades are back in schools so that the next generation can understand what unions are about. What solidarity is and how strong we can be together, working as one," Ruff said.
___
Cappelletti reported from Lansing, Michigan. AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher contributed to this report. 
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Walz's military record under scrutiny as Vance, GOP question his service

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    On Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris decided on Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate in her bid for the White House.
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            FILE - Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the running mate of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, is pictured at a campaign rally in Philadelphia, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz's military record has come under scrutiny since he was named as Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate on the Democratic presidential ticket, with Republicans questioning both Walz's characterization of his time in uniform and his departure from service. 
Here's a look at Walz's record and how it's become a campaign issue:
Army National Guard service
Walz served a total of 24 years in various units and jobs in the Army National Guard before retiring in 2005. It's that retirement that Republicans have criticized in the presidential campaign.
According to the Nebraska Army National Guard, Walz enlisted in April 1981 -- just two days after his 17th birthday -- and entered service as an infantryman, completing a 12-week Army infantry basic training course before graduating from high school. 
While attending the University of Houston in 1985, he was reclassified as a field artillery cannoneer as a member of the Texas Army National Guard, later serving as an instructor with the Arkansas Army National Guard. 

    


In 1987, Walz returned to Nebraska's Guard detachment, continuing field artillery assignments while he completed a college degree. By 1996, he transferred to the Minnesota Army National Guard.




As he ramped up for a congressional bid in 2005, Walz's campaign in March issued a statement saying he still planned to run despite a possible mobilization of Minnesota National Guard soldiers to Iraq. According to the Guard, Walz retired from service in May of that year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In August 2005, the Department of the Army issued a mobilization order for Walz's unit. The unit mobilized in October of that year before it deployed to Iraq in March 2006. 
Despite his having retired several months before the deployment order was issued, it's the fact that Walz left the service ahead of his unit's departure that Republicans have pointed to in attempts to argue that he was aiming to avoid being sent to a combat zone.

    


By the time Walz left the military entirely, he had achieved the rank of command sergeant major, one of the top ranks for an enlisted soldier. But personnel files show that he was reduced in rank months after retiring, leaving him as a master sergeant for benefits purposes. Minnesota National Guard officials have said that Walz retired before completing coursework at the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, along with other requirements associated with his promotion.
Republican criticism
Ohio Sen. JD Vance, Donald Trump's running mate and himself a Marine Corps veteran, is among those who have called Walz's service into question.
As he campaigned in Michigan on Wednesday, Vance questioned whether Walz's departure from service months ahead of his unit's deployment to Iraq, calling it "stolen valor garbage." 
"Do not pretend to be something that you're not," Vance said during an event at the Shelby Township Police Department. "I'd be ashamed if I was saying that I lied about my military service like you did."
Democratic response
In a statement provided to The Associated Press, the Harris campaign pushed back on the GOP characterization of Walz's service, also pointing out his advocacy for veterans while in the U.S. House.

    


"After 24 years of military service, Governor Walz retired in 2005 and ran for Congress, where he chaired Veterans Affairs and was a tireless advocate for our men and women in uniform -- and as Vice President of the United States he will continue to be a relentless champion for our veterans and military families," the campaign said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In a post on X, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg -- who as a Naval intelligence officer deployed to Afghanistan in 2014 -- said Thursday that Republicans' criticism of Walz was "strategic," arguing that the Trump campaign "needs us tied up in debates over pre-retirement conditional rank promotions because they are desperate NOT to discuss their (unpopular) policies, like tax cuts for the rich and banning access to abortion."
___
Associated Press reporters Trenton Daniel and Richard Lardner contributed to this report. 
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP
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Trump will hold a news conference in his first public appearance since rival Harris picked Walz
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                                        PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump says he will hold a news conference Thursday at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida beachside compound, making his first public appearance since Vice President Kamala Harris became the Democratic presidential nominee and selected Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate.
Trump announced the 2 p.m. EDT event on his Truth Social network and posted that he was eager to debate Harris. 
He had teased an announcement about the presidential debate earlier this week after pulling out of an ABC News debate scheduled for Sept. 10. Trump had said he would prefer that Fox News sponsor the debate, but on Wednesday was showing willingness to reconsider ABC.
"I will expose Kamala during the Debate the same way I exposed Crooked Joe, Hillary, and everyone else during Debates," he said on Truth Social, referring to Democrats Joe Biden and Hillary Clinton. "Only I think Kamala will be easier."

    


Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, has criticized Harris for not holding a news conference or sitting down for interviews since Biden stepped aside from his presidential reelection campaign and she launched her White House campaign. Harris sometimes answers shouted questions while boarding or leaving her plane for campaign stops.
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Interim leader Muhammad Yunus takes helm in Bangladesh, to seek peace and prepare elections

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia urged people not to follow the path of destruction in Bangladesh as she addressed her supporters from a hospital bed at a rally in Dhaka. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)
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            Ex-Bangladeshi PM Khaleda Zia addresses huge rally in Dhaka

        
        
            Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia urged people not to follow the path of destruction in Bangladesh as she addressed her supporters from a hospital bed at a rally in Dhaka. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ex-Bangladeshi PM Khaleda Zia addresses huge rally in Dhaka
Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia urged people not to follow the path of destruction in Bangladesh as she addressed her supporters from a hospital bed at a rally in Dhaka. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)
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            Muhammad Yunus leaves Paris for Bangladesh, expected to lead interim govt

        
        
            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus arrived at a French airport on Wednesday to depart for Bangladesh where he is expected to head the country's interim government. As he traveled to Dhaka people in the capital reacted to the news of the latest political twist in the country.
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            Bangladesh's figurehead President Mohammed Shahabuddin administers the oath of office to Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, right, as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            Bangladesh's figurehead President Mohammed Shahabuddin administers the oath of office to members of the interim Cabinet, drawn mainly from civil society and including two of the student protest leaders, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus smiles upon his arrival at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus speaks to the media after his arrival at the airport in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahadul Karim Khan)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus walks to the check-in desk at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus gestures while speaking to the media upon arriving at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus checks in his luggage at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus waves to the media at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus walks with his luggage at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus stands with his luggage at the check-in desk at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 13

                                    
                                    Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus stands with his luggage at the check-in desk at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 13 | 
            Bangladesh's figurehead President Mohammed Shahabuddin administers the oath of office to Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, right, as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus took the oath of office as head of Bangladesh's interim government Thursday after an uprising prompted former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to step down and flee to India.
The key tasks for Yunus now are restoring peace in Bangladesh and preparing for new elections following weeks of violence in which student activists led an uprising against what was considered Hasina's increasingly autocratic 15-year rule.
Bangladesh's figurehead President Mohammed Shahabuddin administered the oath to Yunus for his role as chief advisor, which is the equivalent to a prime minister, in presence of foreign diplomats, civil society members, top businessmen and members of the former opposition party at the presidential palace in Dhaka. No representatives of Hasina's party were present. 
Sixteen other people have been included in the interim Cabinet with members drawn mainly from civil society and including two of the student protest leaders. The Cabinet members were chosen in discussions this week among student leaders, civil society representatives and the military.

    


Hasina quit on Monday after several chaotic weeks that began in July with protests against a quota system for government jobs that critics said favored people with connections to Hasina's party. But the demonstrations soon grew into a bigger challenge for Hasina's 15-year rule, as more than 300 people including students were killed amid spiraling violence.




Yunus, who was awarded the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize for his work developing microcredit markets, was in the French capital for the 2024 Olympics when he was chosen for the interim role, and returned home earlier Thursday to tight security at the airport in Dhaka.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In his first comments after his arrival, he told a news briefing that his priority would be to restore order. "Bangladesh is a family. We have to unite it," Yunus said, flanked by student leaders. "It has immense possibility."

    


On Wednesday in Paris, Yunus had called for calm and an end to all partisan violence.
Hasina's son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, who acts as an adviser to his mother, vowed Wednesday that his family and the Awami League party would continue to be engaged in Bangladesh's politics -- a reversal from what he'd said earlier in the week after Hasina stepped down Monday and fled to India.
The president had dissolved Parliament on Tuesday, clearing the path for the interim administration. 
On Wednesday, a tribunal in Dhaka acquitted Yunus in a labor law violation case involving a telecommunication company he founded, in which he was convicted and sentenced to six months in jail. He had been released on bail in the case.
Yunus has been a longtime opponent of Hasina, who had called him a "bloodsucker" allegedly for using force to extract loan repayments from rural poor, mainly women. Yunus has denied the allegations.
The chaos on Bangladesh's streets continued after Hasina's resignation on Monday. Dozens of police officers were killed, prompting police to stop working across the country. They threatened not to return unless their safety is ensured. The looting of firearms also was reported in local media.

    


The unrest began in mid-July with protests over the quota system, but grew into a broader challenge over an administration that was marked by human rights abuses, corruption, allegations of rigged elections and a brutal crackdown on opponents.
Joy, Hasina's son, said in a social media post on Wednesday that his family would return to politics despite what he said have been attacks on the Awami League party over the past week. Many observers see Joy as Hasina's successor in a dynastic political culture that dominates the South Asian nation's politics.
"If we want to build a new Bangladesh, it is not possible without the Awami League," he said. "The Awami League is the oldest, democratic, and largest party in Bangladesh."
Overnight into Thursday, residents across Dhaka carried sticks, iron rods and sharp weapons to guard their neighborhoods amid reports of robberies. Communities used loudspeakers in mosques to alert people that robberies were occurring, and police remained off duty. The military shared hotline numbers for people seeking help.

    


The quick move to select Yunus came when Hasina's resignation created a power vacuum and left the future unclear for Bangladesh, which has a history of military rule, messy politics and myriad crises. 
Many fear that Hasina's departure could trigger even more instability in the densely populated nation of some 170 million people, which is already dealing with high unemployment, corruption and a complex strategic relationship with India, China and the United States.
Hasina, 76, was elected to a fourth consecutive term in January, in an election boycotted by her main opponents. Thousands of opposition members were jailed before the vote, and the U.S. and U.K. denounced the result as not credible.
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DNA on weapons implicates ex-U.S. Green Beret in attempted Venezuelan coup, federal officials say
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            In this photo provided by Neon, former U.S. Green Beret Jordan Goudreau holds an assault rifle in this undated photo from a documentary film being made about the combat veteran's involvement in a coup attempts against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. (Neon via AP)
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            This photo provided by U.S. Department of Justice shows the Mexican driver license photo of Jordan Goudreau. (U.S. Department of Justice via AP)
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            FILE - In this March 12, 2020 file photo, Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro gives a press conference at the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela. Jordan Goudreau, a former U.S. Green Beret who organized a failed crossborder raid in 2020 to remove President Maduro has been arrested in New York. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Federal investigators say they found the DNA of a decorated former U.S. Green Beret on some of the 60 automatic weapons he allegedly smuggled from Florida to South America as part of a failed 2020 coup attempt against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
The allegations were detailed in court papers filed days after Jordan Goudreau's arrest last week and contain the strongest evidence yet linking him to illegal arms trafficking that facilitated the amphibious raid, which ended with several fighters killed and two of Goudreau's former U.S. Special Forces colleagues locked away for years in Venezuela. 
The plot, exposed by The Associated Press two days before the incursion, was carried out by a ragtag group of Venezuelan army deserters whom Goudreau allegedly helped arm and train in neighboring Colombia. Goudreau later claimed responsibility for the putsch, but said he was acting in concert with the Venezuelan opposition to protect democracy. He also said he was in touch with then-President Donald Trump's administration, which made no secret of its desire to see Maduro gone, even though there's no evidence U.S. officials blessed the invasion.

    


After Goudreau's arrest in New York last week, a federal magistrate initially allowed filmmaker Jen Gatien to put up her $2 million Manhattan loft as bond to secure Goudreau's release. But prosecutors appealed and now it's up to a judge in Tampa, Florida, where Goudreau was indicted, to determine whether he should remain behind bars pending trial.




Prosecutors arguing that Goudreau is a flight risk presented what they called "overwhelming" evidence that he knowingly violated U.S. arms control laws, and that he tried to hide after learning he was under investigation. Those efforts including moving his bank accounts into cryptocurrency, obtaining a Mexican driver's license and allegedly sneaking back and forth across the U.S. border into Mexico and Canada, where he was born and lived until emigrating and enlisting in the U.S. Army.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Internet searches on Goudreau's cell phone allegedly included "how to run and stay hidden from the feds," "how to be a successful fugitive on the run" and "what happens if I run from the law." 

    


Although the 48-year-old has no criminal record and was a three-time Bronze Star recipient in Iraq and Afghanistan, prosecutors argued he was both a danger to the public and a flight risk because of his firearms expertise, access to a sailboat at an Air Force base in Tampa and $10,000-a-month in military retirement disability income.
"Goudreau thoroughly researched, and acted on, illegally leaving the United States and evading law enforcement detection," prosecutors wrote. "Now that he has been charged with serious violations that carry significant prison sentences, Goudreau has every incentive and wherewithal to flee -- this time for good."
Gustavo Garcia-Montes, an attorney for Goudreau, pushed back on prosecutors' portrayal of his client and pointed out that Goudreau voluntarily met with federal investigators prior to his arrest. 

    


"He is attending school, has attended court several times, depositions, and lives at an air force base," Garcia-Montes said. "He is not a flight risk."
Prosecutors said evidence to be presented at Goudreau's trial includes sales records for firearm sound suppressors, night vision devices and laser sights -- some of which have serial numbers that match weapons seized in Colombia by police when the plot began to unravel. All require a U.S. government export license Goudreau didn't have.
While prosecutors didn't say how they obtained Goudreau's DNA, they say it was found on two of the approximately 60 automatic weapons that were assembled at the Melbourne, Florida, warehouse where Goudreau was living and his company, Silvercorp, was based. 
From there, Goudreau and a co-defendant, Yacsy Alvarez, a Venezuelan living in Colombia, allegedly arranged to transport the weapons to Colombia on a private plane owned by Alvarez's boss, a Venezuelan businessman with close ties to the government of the late Hugo Chavez.

    


Prosecutors allege Goudreau also spent $90,000 on a yacht he used to transport ammunition, body armor plates and magazines for AR-15 rifles. Some of the weapons never made it because the yacht sank in the middle of the Caribbean. Goudreau and an unnamed associate had to be rescued by a passing natural gas tanker. 
Goudreau's odyssey is the subject of a forthcoming documentary titled "Men of War," co-directed by Gatien and Miami-based filmmaker Billy Corben.
Gatien registered a Florida production company with Goudreau in 2021 and is described in court records as his girlfriend. His attorney at the bond hearing said the two have lived together for two years while Goudreau attends the New York Film Academy. But upon being handcuffed outside Gatien's apartment, Goudreau used an expletive to tell the FBI she wasn't his girlfriend.
If convicted, Goudreau faces between 10 and 20 years in prison.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venezuela-maduro-coup-arms-smuggling-dna-da832a30eea2150d0366851935998bd7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Suspects in foiled attack on Taylor Swift shows were inspired by Islamic State group, officials say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts as part of her Eras Tour.
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            Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Outside view of the Ernst Happel stadium in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Austrian Interior Minister Gerhard Karner attends a press conference in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    Austrian Interior Minister Gerhard Karner attends a press conference in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            Jenny from Vienna trades bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Austrian police officers watch swifts gathering in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Both suspects in a foiled plot to attack Taylor Swift shows in Vienna appeared to be inspired by the Islamic State group and al-Qaida, Austrian authorities said Thursday, and investigators found bomb-making materials at one of their homes. Officials said one of the two confessed to planning to "kill as many people as possible outside the concert venue."
Three sold-out concerts were canceled Wednesday because of the plot, devastating Swifties from across the globe. Many of them had dropped thousands of euros (dollars) on travel and lodging in Austria's expensive capital city to attend the Eras Tour shows at the Ernst Happel Stadium, which sat empty Thursday morning.
Concert organizers said they had expected up to 65,000 fans inside the stadium at each concert and as many as 30,000 onlookers outside, where authorities said the suspects planned to strike. The foiled attack was planned for Thursday or Friday, according to Austria's interior minister, Gerhard Karner.

    


The main suspect, 19, confessed that he had started planning the attack last month, authorities said, and just a few weeks ago uploaded to the internet an oath of allegiance to the current leader of the Islamic State group.




He was "clearly radicalized in the direction of the Islamic State and thinks it is right to kill infidels," said Omar Haijawi-Pirchner, head of the Directorate of State Security and Intelligence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The suspect planned to use knives or homemade explosives in the attack, Haijawi-Pirchner said.
During a raid of the suspect's home in Ternitz, south of Vienna, investigators found chemical substances and technical devices that indicated "concrete preparatory acts," said Franz Ruf, director general for public security at the Ministry of the Interior. 
Authorities said they also found Islamic State group and al-Qaida material at the home of the second suspect, who is 17. That suspect, who has so far refused to talk, was employed a few days ago by a company providing unspecified services at the venue for the concerts. The 19-year-old is an Austrian with North Macedonian roots. The 17-year-old is an Austrian with Turkish and Croatian roots.

    


The North Macedonian Interior Ministry released a statement Thursday saying that it had received a request from Austria to look into the 19-year-old.
Both teens were arrested Tuesday. Neither of their names was released in line with Austrian privacy rules.
The suspects had undergone clear social changes recently, authorities said. The 19-year-old had quit his job but said he "still had big plans," while the other broke up with his girlfriend. Neither suspect appeared to have a ticket to any of the shows, Haijawi-Pirchner said.
Karner said that Austria's intelligence service had worked closely together with foreign intelligence services to capture the two teens. He did not identify the services, but added that the help was needed because Austrian investigators, unlike some foreign services, can't legally monitor text messages. 
No other suspects are being sought, though a 15-year-old who had been in contact with both suspects was also interrogated by police, Karner said. 

    


"The situation is serious. But we can also say: A tragedy was prevented," he said.
Concert organizer Barracuda Music said in an Instagram post late Wednesday that it had "no choice but to cancel the three scheduled shows for everyone's safety." 
Barracuda said all tickets would be refunded. The same message was posted under the Vienna dates on Swift's official website. Austrian rail operator OeBB in the meantime said that it would reimburse fans for unused train tickets for the concerts.
Swift has not spoken publicly about the plot or canceled shows. "Taylor Nation," a verified Instagram page widely believed to be run by her team, reposted the announcement from Barracuda Music in a "story," which is only visible for 24 hours. Her main account has not posted anything.
Last month, an attacker in England killed three girls and wounded 10 people in a knife attack during a Taylor Swift-themed dance and yoga class. Swift at the time said she was ''completely in shock'' over the attack.

    


Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer on Thursday defended organizers' decision to cancel the concerts, saying it was justified because the arrests of the suspects occurred too close to the shows, scheduled for Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
"I understand very well that those who wanted to experience the concert live are very sad," Nehammer told a news conference. "Moms and dads are looking after their daughters and sons, who were full of enthusiasm and anticipation for this concert. But it's also important that in such serious moments as now, it's inevitable that safety comes first."
Swift is expected to perform at London's Wembley stadium in five concerts between Aug. 15 and 20 to close the European leg of her record-setting Eras Tour.

    


London Mayor Sadiq Khan said that while he understood Vienna's reasons for canceling, "We're going to carry on." Khan said the capital's authorities were prepared for shows there following lessons learned from a 2017 attack at an Ariana Grande concert in Manchester, England, that killed 22 people. 
A suicide bomber had set up a knapsack with explosives in Manchester Arena. The bomb detonated at the end of Grande's concert as thousands of young fans were leaving.
Swift's biggest fear has always been that such large-scale violence could take place at her concerts, the superstar told Elle magazine in 2019 ahead of her Lover Tour, which was ultimately canceled because of the coronavirus pandemic. The attack at Grande's concert, as well as a 2017 mass shooting at an outdoor country music festival on the Las Vegas Strip where 58 people were killed, worried Swift as she prepared to circle the globe.
"I was completely terrified to go on (the Lover Tour) this time because I didn't know how we were going to keep 3 million fans safe over seven months," she told the magazine. "There was a tremendous amount of planning, expense, and effort put into keeping my fans safe."
An official inquiry reported in 2023 that Britain's domestic intelligence agency, MI5, didn't act swiftly enough on key information and missed a significant opportunity to prevent the Manchester bombing, the deadliest extremist attack in the United Kingdom in recent years.
Terrorism expert Magnus Ranstorp, based at the Swedish Defense University in Stockholm, told The Associated Press by phone that any mass public event constitutes a potential threat now.
"So we shouldn't be surprised that these extremely popular iconic popstars that attract a massive audience will also attract terrorists that want to create fear and destruction and mayhem," he said.
___
Dazio and Grieshaber reported from Berlin. Associated Press writers Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen, Denmark; Vanessa Gera in Warsaw, Poland; and Danica Kirka in London contributed to this report.
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The Perseids are here. Here's how to see the 'fireballs' of summer's brightest meteor shower

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - In this long exposure photo, a streak appears in the sky during the annual Perseid meteor shower at the Guadarrama mountains, near Madrid, in the early hours of Aug. 12, 2016. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Perseids are back to dazzle the sky with bursts of light and color. 
The annual meteor shower, active since July, peaks before dawn Monday. It's one of the brightest and most easily viewed showers of the year, producing "bright blue meteors -- and lots of them," said University of Warwick astronomer Don Pollacco. 
More than 50 meteors per hour are expected, according to the American Meteor Society. The shower lasts through Sept. 1. 
Here's what to know about the Perseids and other meteor showers. 
What is a meteor shower? 
Multiple meteor showers occur annually and you don't need special equipment to see them.
Most meteor showers originate from the debris of comets. The source of the Perseids is the comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle.
When rocks from space enter Earth's atmosphere, the resistance from the air makes them very hot. This causes the air to glow around them and briefly leaves a fiery tail behind them -- the end of a "shooting star."

    


The glowing pockets of air around fast-moving space rocks, ranging from the size of a dust particle to a boulder, may be visible in the night sky.
The Perseids result from "bigger particles than a lot of other showers," said NASA's Bill Cooke, giving them the appearance of "bright fireballs" -- easier to spot than many others.




How to view a meteor shower
Meteor showers are usually most visible between midnight and predawn hours.
It's easier to see shooting stars under dark skies, away from city lights. Meteor showers also appear brightest on cloudless nights when the moon wanes smallest.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Northern Hemisphere will have the best view of the Perseids. This year's peak coincides with a moon around 44% full. 
When is the next meteor shower?
The meteor society keeps a list of upcoming large meteor showers, including the peak viewing days and moonlight conditions.
The next major meteor shower will be the Orionids, peaking in mid-October. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Breanna Stewart, other moms on US women's basketball team enjoy rare moments chasing Olympic history
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            1 of 6 | 
            United States' Breanna Stewart (10) celebrates with Kelsey Plum (5) after a basket against Nigeria during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Brittney Griner (15) is surrounded by teammates, United States' Kelsey Plum (5), United States' Diana Taurasi, (12) and United States' Breanna Stewart (10) after being fouled during a women's basketball game against Belgium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Napheesa Collier (11), of the United States, shoots over Luisa Geiselsoder (15), of Germany, in a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Cheryl Reeve talks with Diana Taurasi (12) during a women's quarterfinal game against Nigeria at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Brittney Griner, left, and United States' Diana Taurasi walk off the court after the United States defeated Belgium in a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Pallas Kunayi Akpanah, left, and Ezinne Kalu (23), of Nigeria, defend United States' Chelsea Gray (8) during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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        Breanna Stewart, other moms on US women's basketball team enjoy rare moments chasing Olympic history
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            United States' Brittney Griner (15) is surrounded by teammates, United States' Kelsey Plum (5), United States' Diana Taurasi, (12) and United States' Breanna Stewart (10) after being fouled during a women's basketball game against Belgium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Napheesa Collier (11), of the United States, shoots over Luisa Geiselsoder (15), of Germany, in a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


Breanna Stewart and the other moms on the US women's basketball team are enjoying some special moments while chasing Olympic history.
In addition to trying to become the first Olympic team -- male or female -- to win eight consecutive gold medals, they are having a rare bonding experience at the Paris Games.
The Americans will play Australia on Friday in the semifinals, looking to extend the program's winning streak to 60 straight games and reach Sunday's gold medal game. 
But they have an important appointment before the game: A birthday party Stewart's daughter Ruby, who turns 3 on Friday.
"There's a ton of kids with our Team USA group," said Stewart, a two-time gold medalist. "So I'm sure we'll find something fun. Very Paw Patrol-like, but it'll just be a great day for her. And, you know, for us, we'll just be continuing on our journey."

    


These games are very different than the last Olympics. The 2021 Tokyo Games were held under strict pandemic protocols, and these women aren't the only parents who've brought their children with them to Paris.
In Tokyo, the U.S. women's basketball team had only two mothers on the team: Diana Taurasi and Skylar Diggins-Smith. Now there's five parents: four moms and one "Pops" as two-time gold medalist Brittney Griner prefers to be called as the newest member with her wife giving birth to a boy just a couple weeks before the team headed to Europe. 




Napheesa Collier said the children are making the Paris Games even more special. With families and nannies helping, the children held their own Olympics when the team was busy in group play. Collier's 2-year-old daughter, Mila Bazzel, missed out on competing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My daughter was sleeping, so we missed it," Collier said. "It was during that time. But it's really fun to have all of them ... around." 
Chelsea Gray and her wife have a baby boy. Taurasi and wife -- former Australian Olympian and WNBA All-Star Penny Taylor -- have two children: a boy and a girl. Stewart also has two children with her wife, retired Spanish basketball player Marta Xargay with baby boy Theo their second.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


With the U.S. women staying in Paris and commuting to Lille for group games, tipoff coincided with bedtime. Now that the medal-round games are in Paris, Taylor brought their children to Wednesday night's win over Nigeria sitting a few rows behind the U.S. bench and Taurasi. 

    


For Stewart, the best part is knowing this isn't the last time these children will hang together. And not just at future USA Basketball events or possible upcoming Olympics. 
"They're just going to continue to grow with one another," Stewart said. "But also, we all feel the same mom life as well. So like being great on and off the court and understanding, you know, how difficult that is."
That's the lesson Olympic newcomer Sabrina Ionescu -- who doesn't have a child herself but is a self-described "kid magnet." She appreciates how her teammates regularly manage work and childcare.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


These women have their children around while competing not only against the world but history. The only other team to win seven straight gold medals were the U.S. men's basketball program between 1936 and 1968.

    


The U.S. has the challenge of sustaining a standard started after its last Olympic women's basketball loss in Barcelona in 1992. Ionescu said it's been amazing to watch these moms chase gold, then immediately flip the switch from work to parenting. 
"They go back to the hotel, and they're full-time moms," Ionescu said. "Like they don't get a break. And it's really, really like amazing. You can't really put into words like how strong these women are." 
Collier is using her cell phone constantly to document this experience knowing her daughter won't remember anything.
"I take so many pictures and videos of her and us here, to help tell the story of that. ... the best I can," Collier said. "She'll know what the Olympics is. so it'll be easy to explain that part. But for her, it'll be normal."
For U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve, this is part of basketball's evolution of supporting women on and off the court. The coach of the WNBA's Minnesota Lynx has seen that league and players negotiate for better policies helping players with maternity leave and child care.

    


"We're evolving as a society I think in terms of what's acceptable, what women can do, and women are obviously showing us that we can be anything," Reeve said. "And we do. The harder it is, the more women are stepping up and doing it."
Having children along with families eases the tension of the high expectations on the court and feeling like the world is waiting for a U.S. misstep. Most of the children have better things to do than watch mom play. 
"I think they'd rather go to a playground or something," Stewart said, "but it's it's great to have them here." 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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White Sox fire manager Pedro Grifol after end of 21-game losing streak that tied AL record
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            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol stands in the dugout before a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol reacts as he talks to players while waiting for Chicago White Sox relief pitcher Fraser Ellard during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals in Chicago, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol, center, tosses a ball from the mound while standing with the infielders during a pitching substitution during the 8th inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers in Arlington, Texas, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol stands in the dugout before a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol reacts as he talks to players while waiting for Chicago White Sox relief pitcher Fraser Ellard during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals in Chicago, Wednesday, July 31, 2024. The Royals won 10-3. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            Chicago White Sox manager Pedro Grifol, center, tosses a ball from the mound while standing with the infielders during a pitching substitution during the 8th inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers in Arlington, Texas, Wednesday, July 24, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- The Chicago White Sox fired manager Pedro Grifol and three coaches on Thursday, two days after the team ended a 21-game losing streak that tied the American League record.
Chicago began the day 28-89, on pace to finish 39-122, which would be the worst major league record since the National League's Cleveland Spiders were 20-134 in 1899.
The White Sox ended the losing streak with a 5-1 victory at Oakland on Tuesday night, then wasted a two-run lead in a 3-2 loss on Wednesday. The 21 losses tied the mark set when the 1988 Baltimore Orioles started 0-21.
"Our team's performance this season has been disappointing on many levels," White Sox general manager Chris Getz said in a statement. "Despite the on-field struggles and lack of success, we appreciate the effort and professionalism Pedro and the staff brought to the ballpark every day. These two seasons have been very challenging. Unfortunately, the results were not there, and a change is necessary as we look to our future and the development of a new energy around the team."

    


Grifol was in the middle of his second season as a major league manager after a long career in the game, lugging an 89-190 record.




He was the first manager fired this season. Chicago said a replacement likely will be hired after the season.
Major league coach Grady Sizemore will take over as interim manager. A three-time All-Star and two-time Gold Glove center fielder, he is in his first season as a White Sox coach after serving as a minor-league instructor with the Guardians and a coach with the Arizona Complex League Diamondbacks in 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chicago also fired bench coach Charlie Montoyo, third base coach Eddie Rodriguez and assistant hitting coach Mike Tosar. They have been replaced by Doug Sisson (bench coach), Justin Jirschele (third base coach) and Mike Gellinger (assistant hitting coach).

    


The White Sox had a 14-game losing streak from May 22-June 6, setting a team season record that lasted only until the skid that followed the All-Star break.
"My mentality and the way I look at things is we're all in this thing together, and I'm the first one to take blame for anything that happens on this team. I'm the manager, right? And I've done that since day one. I did it last year. I'll do it again this year," Grifol said on July 30. "I don't hide away from blame. Blame is what it is. I've got the position, the office, that's the chair. I would never blame our players for this season. That's not my makeup."
The 54-year-old Grifol presented a positive outlook in spring training, after the White Sox went 61-101 in his first season for their worst finish since going 56-106 in 1970. The optimism quickly evaporated, though. The White Sox hit .192 and scored just 56 runs while dropping 22 of their first 25 games. They started August with the second-worst team ERA and the worst team batting average in Major League Baseball.
The White Sox made the playoffs in 2020 and won the AL Central in 2021, but they've stumbled hard since. Hall of Fame manager Tony La Russa stepped down late in the 81-81 season in 2022, and Grifol was hired to replace him. The former minor league catcher, who had four seasons of minor league managing experience in the Seattle Mariners system, spent 10 years in a variety of coaching roles with the Kansas City Royals from 2013-22.

    


The White Sox were one of baseball's worst hitting teams last season, when executive vice president Ken Williams and general manager Rick Hahn were fired in August. Grifol remained in place after Chris Getz was promoted to general manager, but there hasn't been much to work with on Chicago's South Side lately.
Relievers Aaron Bummer and Gregory Santos were traded away in the offseason, and ace right-hander Dylan Cease was dealt to San Diego in March. Then All-Star center fielder Luis Robert Jr. and key hitters Yoan Moncada and Eloy Jimenez were sidelined by significant injuries early this season.
The White Sox also have been hurt by lackluster production from first baseman Andrew Vaughn, the No. 3 overall pick in the 2019 amateur draft, and veteran outfielder Andrew Benintendi, who signed a $75 million, five-year contract for 2023.

    


At the trade deadline, the White Sox kept Robert and ace starting pitcher Garrett Crochet, but they dealt designated hitter Jimenez to Baltimore, pitcher Tanner Banks to Philadelphia and infielder Paul DeJong to Kansas City.
The White Sox are headed toward their sixth 100-loss season, which would be the first time in franchise history it's occurred consecutive years. Their all-time worst winning percentage (.325) was recorded in 1932, when they went 49-102-1, and the 2024 team was well on its way to shattering that futility mark.
According to Sportradar data, Grifol's record is the worst for a single team among managers who've logged at least 100 games since Casey Stengel went 175-404 for the New York Mets from 1962-65. Grifol's record is the fifth-worst overall since 1900 among managers with 100-plus games.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            A Palestinian walks on a smoke-filled street after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An anti-racism protesters waves a Palestinian flag in Newcastle, England, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, as anti-immigration groups plan to demonstrate at dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers gather at the gate to the Sde Teiman military base, as people protest in support of soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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            In this photograph released by the U.S. Navy, an F/A-18 Super Hornet prepares to launch off the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt July 5, 2024, in the South China Sea. (Seaman Aaron Haro Gonzalez/U.S. Navy via AP)
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            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Hezbollah commander Ali Jawad who was killed on Monday by an Israeli airstrike, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. Since early October, Hezbollah began attacking Israeli military posts along the border calling it a backup front for their Palestinian allies in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Tents are in disarray after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Afghan people attend a demonstration to condemn the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed in Tehran, and show solidarity with Palestinian people living in Gaza, in the Herat province of western Afghanistan, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Omid Haqjoo)
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            Palestinians stand in rubble after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian walks on a smoke-filled street after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An anti-racism protesters waves a Palestinian flag in Newcastle, England, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, as anti-immigration groups plan to demonstrate at dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers gather at the gate to the Sde Teiman military base, as people protest in support of soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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            In this photograph released by the U.S. Navy, an F/A-18 Super Hornet prepares to launch off the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt July 5, 2024, in the South China Sea. (Seaman Aaron Haro Gonzalez/U.S. Navy via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9

                                    
                                    In this photograph released by the U.S. Navy, an F/A-18 Super Hornet prepares to launch off the flight deck of the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt July 5, 2024, in the South China Sea. (Seaman Aaron Haro Gonzalez/U.S. Navy via AP)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Hezbollah commander Ali Jawad who was killed on Monday by an Israeli airstrike, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. Since early October, Hezbollah began attacking Israeli military posts along the border calling it a backup front for their Palestinian allies in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Tents are in disarray after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Afghan people attend a demonstration to condemn the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed in Tehran, and show solidarity with Palestinian people living in Gaza, in the Herat province of western Afghanistan, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Omid Haqjoo)
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            Palestinians stand in rubble after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        The Israeli military has ordered another mass evacuation in large areas around Khan Younis in southern Gaza, saying its forces will soon operate there in response to Palestinian rocket fire. Gaza's second-largest city, Khan Younis suffered widespread destruction during air and ground operations earlier this year.
Israeli forces have repeatedly returned to heavily destroyed areas of Gaza where they had fought earlier battles against Hamas and other militants since the start of the 10-month-old war.
Gaza faces a severe humanitarian crisis with Israeli restrictions on aid and ongoing fighting limiting access to crucial medical, food and other supplies. The Health Ministry in Gaza says the death toll in the territory is nearing 40,000.
Regional tensions have soared since Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh was killed July 31 in Iran by a presumed Israeli strike. Retaliation has been expected. French President Emmanuel Macron urged Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in a phone call to do everything in his power to avoid a new military escalation that he said would do lasting damage to regional stability.

    


World leaders have been pushing for a cease-fire in Gaza, and United States President Joe Biden spoke with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on Tuesday about their hopes for a deal calming tensions in the Middle East. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told his Cabinet over the weekend that Israel is already in a "multi-front war" with Iran and its proxies.




___
Here's the latest:
Thousands of Palestinians in southern Gaza evacuate ahead of Israeli strikes

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip -- Thousands of Palestinians in eastern Khan Younis in southern Gaza began evacuating to other areas Thursday afternoon after the Israeli military ordered another mass evacuation.
The orders cover large areas in and around Khan Younis, Gaza's second-largest city, which suffered widespread destruction during air and ground operations earlier this year. The Israeli Defense Forces said they plan to launch operations there in response to Palestinian rocket fire.

    


Associated Press footage shows crowds walking down a dusty road filled with piled-up trash and rubble on the side. A few Palestinians are seen using cars, bicycles, donkey carts, and motorbikes to relocate, while many others, including children and elderly, are evacuating on foot.
Those evacuating carried essential items such as small gas cylinders, mattresses, tents, backpacks and blankets, as well as plastic containers and buckets, which are often used to fill up water.
Ghazi Abu Daka, one of the evacuees, told the AP that he and his family have been displaced four times from the eastern part of Khan Younis.
"Every day there is war. Every day there are rockets. There is no safe place in the eastern area. Now, we are displaced in the streets and don't know where to go," he said as he carried his son and had a piece of cloth on his head apparently to protect him from excruciating heat.
Yasser Abu Alyan, another evacuee, said he was displaced around six times from the Beni Seheila area east of Khan Younis. He said he took nothing with him except his two little girls: "Everything is gone."

    


"There is no safe place. The last time they ordered us to go evacuate to Muwasi and then struck us there," evacuee Ahmed al-Rakab said as he carried heavy belongings on his back.
US Air Force sends F-22 Raptor fighter jets to Mideast from a base in Britain 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptor fighter jets have arrived in the Mideast from a base in the United Kingdom, authorities said Thursday.
U.S. Central Command posted images online of the fighters, saying their presence in the region was "to address threats posed by Iran and Iranian-backed groups."
The F-22s come after what Iran has described an Israeli assassination operation that killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran last week. Israel has not acknowledged carrying out the killing, which has inflamed regional tensions and comes after the Israelis also recently killed a senior Hezbollah commander in Lebanon. 
Central Command did not identify where the fighters landed, likely out of deference to the host country amid the regional tensions.

    


Italy's Meloni adds her voice, urges Iran's president to push for a de-escalation
ROME -- Italy's Premier Giorgia Meloni talked with Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian over the phone on Thursday, stressing "the need to avoid an expansion of the ongoing conflict in Gaza" and de-escalate the Israeli-Lebanon border exchanges. 
Meloni also urged the Iranian leader to intensify efforts to prevent "a further escalation and to reopen the path of dialogue."
Meloni reiterated Italy's constant commitment to promoting peace and stability in the region through the necessary achievement of a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, the release of hostages held by Hamas and the strengthening of humanitarian aid to the civilian population in the battered coastal territory.
Netanyahu's office says he met with West Bank settlers over their concerns about international sanctions 
JERUSALEM -- The office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says he met with West Bank settler leaders to address their concerns about international sanctions against them.

    


From the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv, Israel, Netanyahu on Thursday spoke with the heads of various Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank and said he takes "very seriously" the financial and travel sanctions against those accused of attacks on Palestinians.
"We are working to stop it," Netanyahu said of the high-level sanctions imposed earlier this year on violent settlers and settler organizations by the United States, European Union, United Kingdom and Canada.
"This is a matter for the entire State of Israel and not just the settlements council," he added.
Netanyahu's office said that the Jewish settlers expressed "strong support" for the prime minister and gratitude for "his firm stand in the face of domestic and foreign pressures."
Israel seized the West Bank in the 1967 Mideast war and has occupied it ever since. Some 500,000 Israelis, who consider the land their biblical birthright, have settled in the territory. The international community largely considers their presence illegal. But under Netanyahu's government coalition, settlement expansion has been turbocharged.
Israeli strikes on 2 Gaza schools serving as shelters kill at least 16 people, Palestinian agency says
JERUSALEM -- The Palestinian emergency response agency says Israeli airstrikes on two schools functioning as shelters in Gaza City have killed at least a dozen people, the latest in a string of attacks on Gaza schools that Israel says provide cover to Hamas fighters.
The Israeli military said it had targeted Hamas "command and control centers" hidden within the Zahraa and Abdelfattah Hamouda school compounds in eastern Gaza City. It said it had taken "numerous steps to mitigate the risk of harming civilians," such as by precision munitions, surveillance and intelligence, but did not elaborate on how it had done so.
The Palestinian Civil Defense, which sent crews to recover bodies from the scene, said 16 people were killed in the two school compounds in eastern Gaza City and several more were still missing under the rubble. It was not clear if any of those killed were militants.
The latest strikes add to the mounting Palestinian death toll in Gaza, which is now nearing 40,000 according to the the Palestinian Health Ministry, which does not differentiate between civilian and militant deaths.
A recent assessment by the United Nations found that nearly 85% of schools in Gaza have been destroyed or damaged by the war.
Israeli military orders another m
ass evacuation in southern Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has ordered another mass evacuation in southern Gaza, saying its forces will soon operate there in response to Palestinian rocket fire.
The orders announced Thursday cover large areas in and around Khan Younis, Gaza's second-largest city, which suffered widespread destruction during air and ground operations earlier this year.
Associated Press video captured loud blasts and smoke rising over the city on Thursday.
Israeli forces have repeatedly returned to heavily destroyed areas of Gaza where they had fought earlier battles against Hamas and other militants since the start of the 10-month-old war. The military ordered an evacuation of much of Khan Younis in early July. The vast majority of Gaza's population of 2.3 million people has been displaced in the war, often multiple times, and hundreds of thousands are packed into squalid tent camps.
Others have remained in their homes despite being ordered to leave, saying nowhere in the isolated coastal territory feels safe.
Israel will 'no longer facilitate Norwegian diplomats to work in Palestine,' Norway's foreign minister says
COPENHAGEN, Denmark -- Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide said Thursday that the Scandinavian government was told that Israel "will no longer facilitate Norwegian diplomats to work in Palestine."
"This is an extreme act that primarily affects our ability to help the Palestinian population," Barth Eide said, adding that it showed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government "actively opposes the work for a two-state solution."
He said at a news conference that it meant that Norway can no longer work from its representations in the occupied territories. Its representation in the West Bank town of Al Ram was opened in 1995.
Thursday's decision will have consequences for Norway's relationship with the Israeli government and they are considering the next steps, he said.
In May, Norway -- together with Spain and Ireland -- announced they would recognize a Palestinian state.
Rights group says Israeli soldiers killed at least 7 people sheltering in a Gaza City home
JERUSALEM -- Human Rights Watch says Israeli soldiers killed at least seven people and severely wounded two, including a 5-year-old, when they attacked a home in Gaza City where a Palestinian family was sheltering in December.
The New York-based rights group released a report Thursday based on interviews with two members of the al-Khalidi family who witnessed the attack, and video footage released by the Israeli military that placed forces in the vicinity of the home at the time.
The family members said there were no militants or weapons inside the house, and that the family had no connection to any armed group. They said the troops barged in without warning, hurling grenades and opening fire.
A pregnant woman was among those killed, and the 5-year-old is being treated for severe injuries in Qatar.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military, and Human Rights Watch said the army had not responded to detailed questions sent in July.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians as it seeks to destroy Hamas following the militant group's Oct. 7 attack into Israel, which triggered the ongoing war. But Israel's relentless aerial bombardment and ground operations have wiped out entire Palestinian families. The International Court of Justice is investigating allegations that Israel is committing genocide in Gaza, something Israel has adamantly denied.
Saudi Arabia condemns the killing of Haniyeh in Iran as a 'flagrant violation' of international law
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- Saudi Arabia has condemned the targeted killing of a Hamas leader in Tehran as a "flagrant violation" of international law.
The statement issued early Thursday by Deputy Foreign Minister Waleed ElKhereiji came after the Saudi-based Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the largest bloc of Muslim countries, issued a similar statement following a high-level meeting the day before.
Iran has vowed to avenge the July 31 explosion that killed Ismail Haniyeh, which was widely blamed on Israel, raising fears of a regional war. Israel has not said whether it was involved.
ElKhereiji said the killing of Haniyeh was a "flagrant violation of the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as well as international law and the Charter of the United Nations, and constitutes a threat to regional peace and security."
The statement did not directly blame Israel but referred to Israeli attacks against Palestinians "inside and outside the Palestinian territories."
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July ends 13-month streak of global heat records as El Nino ebbs, but experts warn against relief

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Earth's string of 13 straight months with a new average heat record came to an end in July. That's according to the European climate agency Copernicus.Both the agency and outside experts warned that the end of the record-breaking streak changes nothing about the threat posed by climate change.
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            Polar bears cool down in ice that was brought to their enclosure on a hot and sunny day at the Prague zoo, Czech Republic, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            FILE - People cool off at a cooling mist spot on July 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)
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            A resident measures the depth of the flooded street with storm water from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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                                        Earth's string of 13 straight months with a new average heat record came to an end this past July as the natural El Nino climate pattern ebbed, the European climate agency Copernicus announced Thursday. 
But July 2024 's average heat just missed surpassing the July of a year ago, and scientists said the end of the record-breaking streak changes nothing about the threat posed by climate change.
"The overall context hasn't changed," Copernicus deputy director Samantha Burgess said in a statement. "Our climate continues to warm."
Human-caused climate change drives extreme weather events that are wreaking havoc around the globe, with several examples just in recent weeks. In Cape Town, South Africa, thousands were displaced by torrential rain, gale-force winds, flooding and more. A fatal landslide hit Indonesia's Sulawesi island. Beryl left a massive path of destruction as it set the record for the earliest Category 4 hurricane. And Japanese authorities said more than 120 people died in record heat in Tokyo. 

    


Those hot temperatures have been especially merciless. 
The globe for July 2024 averaged 62.4 degrees Fahrenheit (16.91 degrees Celsius), which is 1.2 degrees (0.68 Celsius) above the 30-year average for the month, according to Copernicus. Temperatures were a small fraction lower than the same period last year.




It is the second-warmest July and second-warmest of any month recorded in the agency's records, behind only July 2023. The Earth also had its two hottest days on record, on July 22 and July 23, each averaging about 62.9 degrees Fahrenheit (17.16 degrees Celsius). Copernicus had previously identified July 21 and 22 as the hottest days, but changed that based on updated data.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During July, the world was 1.48 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer, by Copernicus' measurement, than pre-industrial times. That's close to the warming limit that nearly all the countries in the world agreed to in the 2015 Paris climate agreement: 1.5 degrees. 

    


El Nino -- which naturally warms the Pacific Ocean and changes weather across the globe -- spurred the 13 months of record heat, said Copernicus senior climate scientist Julien Nicolas. That has come to a close, hence July's slight easing of temperatures. La Nina conditions -- natural cooling -- aren't expected until later in the year. 
But there's still a general trend of warming.
"The global picture is not that much different from where we were a year ago," Nicolas said in an interview. 
"The fact that the global sea surface temperature is and has been at record or near record levels for the past more than a year now has been an important contributing factor," he said. "The main driving force, driving actor behind this record temperature is also the long-term warming trend that is directly related to buildup of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere."
That includes carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil and natural gas.
July's temperatures hit certain regions especially hard, including western Canada and the western United States. They baked, with around one-third of the U.S. population under warnings at one point for dangerous and record-breaking heat.

    


In southern and eastern Europe, the Italian health ministry issued its most severe heat warning for several cities in southern Europe and the Balkans. Greece was forced to close its biggest cultural attraction, the Acropolis, due to excessive temperatures. A majority of France was under heat warnings as the country welcomed the Olympics in late July.
Also affected were most of Africa, the Middle East and Asia, and eastern Antarctica, according to Copernicus. Temperatures in Antarctica were well above average, the scientists say.
"Things are going to continue to get worse because we haven't stopped doing the thing that's making them worse," said Gavin Schmidt, climatologist and director of the Goddard Institute for Space Studies, who wasn't part of the report. 
Schmidt noted that different methodologies or calculations could produce slightly different results, including that July may have even continued the streak. The primary takeaway, he said: "Even if the record-breaking streak comes to an end, the forces that are pushing the temperatures higher, they're not stopping. 

    


"Does it matter that July is a record or not a record? No, because the thing that matters, the thing that is impacting everybody," Schmidt added, "is the fact that the temperatures this year and last year are still much, much warmer than they were in the 1980s, than they were pre-industrial. And we're seeing the impacts of that change."
People across the globe shouldn't see relief in July's numbers, the experts say.
"There's been a lot of attention given to this 13-month streak of global records," said Copernicus' Nicolas. "But the consequences of climate change have been seen for many years. This started before June 2023, and they won't end because this streak of records is ending."

    


___
This story has corrected the day of the agency's report to Thursday, to conform to the time of its release in Europe.
___
Alexa St. John is an Associated Press climate solutions reporter. Follow her on X, formerly Twitter, @alexa_stjohn. Reach her at [email protected].
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Ex-Catalan leader Puigdemont, a fugitive since 2017, returns to Spain. But then he vanishes again

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Former Catalonia leader Carles Puigdemont returned to the country on Thursday despite a pending arrest warrant. Puigdemont fled Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the wealthy Spanish region nearly seven years ago that was declared illegal. (AP Video shot by Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Catalan police man a checkpoint on a road in the outskirts of Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. The search for former Catalan president and pro-independence leader Carles Puigdemont by the Mossos d'Esquadra has clogged the main roads, resulting in traffic jams. The officers have activated operation 'cage' to locate the former president, who remains missing after returning to Barcelona following seven years of avoiding arrest for organizing an independence referendum in 2017. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Supporters of Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont, wait for his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 20

                                    
                                    Supporters of Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont, wait for his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 20 | 
            Supporters of Catalan independence leader Carles Puigdemont hold his portrait as they wait for his arrival near the Catalan parliament to to allegedly attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. The search for Puigdemont by the Mossos d'Esquadra has clogged the main roads, resulting in traffic jams. The officers have activated operation 'cage' to locate the former president, who remains missing after returning to Barcelona following seven years of avoiding arrest for organizing an independence referendum in 2017. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Spanish far-right supporters shout against Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont as he addresses a crowd of pro-independence supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024.(AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Accompanied by his lawyer Gonzalo Boye, third from left, Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont, second from left, arrives to address supporters to attend the investiture debate near the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Salvador Illa's Catalan Socialist Party (PSC) gives a speech during the investiture debate at the Catalonia parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Speaking to Catalan lawmakers before the vote, Illa called for reconciliation and respect for Spain's controversial amnesty bill. He vowed to govern for all Catalans after years of bitter divisions between those in favor of independence and those against it. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont arrives to address supporters to attend the investiture debate near the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont arrives to address supporters to attend the investiture debate near the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont, center, arrives to address supporters and to attend the investiture debate near the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                    Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont, center, arrives to address supporters and to attend the investiture debate near the Catalan parliament in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                    Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont pauses as he addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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                                    Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont pauses as he addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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                                    Catalan independence leader and former President Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters after his arrival near the Catalan parliament to attend the investiture debate in Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. Puigdemont, the former leader of Catalonia who left Spain after organizing an independence referendum in the Spanish northeastern region seven years ago, announced that he plans to return home on Thursday despite the likelihood of being arrested on his return. (AP Photo/Joan Mateu)
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            Catalan police man a checkpoint on a road in the outskirts of Barcelona, Spain, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. The search for former Catalan president and pro-independence leader Carles Puigdemont by the Mossos d'Esquadra has clogged the main roads, resulting in traffic jams. The officers have activated operation 'cage' to locate the former president, who remains missing after returning to Barcelona following seven years of avoiding arrest for organizing an independence referendum in 2017. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Catalan police mans a checkpoint at a road in the outskirts of Barcelona, Spain, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. The search for former Catalan president and pro-independence leader Carles Puigdemont by the Mossos d'Esquadra has clogged the main roads, resulting in traffic jams. The officers have activated operation 'cage' to locate the former president, who remains missing after returning to Barcelona following seven years of avoiding arrest for organising an independence referendum in 2017.(AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- Police launched a manhunt in Barcelona on Thursday for ex-Catalonia leader and fugitive Carles Puigdemont, a celebrated campaigner for Catalan independence who made a sensational return to Spain and an equally sensational getaway from a speech in the city with the alleged help of a local police officer.
The events took place nearly seven years after Puigdemont fled Spain after a failed independence bid, with an outstanding arrest warrant pending against him.
Puigdemont had previously announced his intention to be in Spain on a day that Catalonia's parliament is due to swear in a new president. The 61-year-old initially lived in Belgium after bolting from Spain in 2017, but his latest place of residence wasn't known. 
Puigdemont kept his travel plans secret before setting out to the wealthy Catalan region in northeastern Spain. He gave a speech in front of a large crowd of supporters in central Barcelona under the noses of police officers, who made no attempt to detain him.

    


After his speech, in a cloak-and-dagger moment, Puigdemont went into an adjacent marquee tent. There, he hurried out of an exit and jumped into a waiting car that sped away, according to an Associated Press photographer who witnessed his departure.




Catalan police arrested one of their own officers on charges of aiding Puigdemont's getaway, suspecting Puigdemont used the officer's private car, the force's press office told The Associated Press. No further details were available.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About three hours after Puigdemont vanished, Catalan police -- called Mossos d'Esquadra -- called off traffic checks without saying why, but later said they resumed them after a couple of hours.
Officers initially held back from swooping to arrest Puigdemont out of concern the move might "cause public disorder," a police statement said. Officers tried to stop the fleeing vehicle, but were unable to do so, it said, though it added that further arrests were expected. The statement didn't elaborate.

    


The Catalan police force operates separately from Spain's Policia Nacional. At the time of the 2017 ballot, the Spanish government suspended the Mossos' chief and placed the force under investigation for failing to stop the vote. The chief and his staff were eventually exonerated.
Authorities had set up a police cordon at the nearby regional parliament where Puigdemont was expected to go after his speech.
Once Puigdemont had slipped away, roadside police units checked vehicles across the city of around 1.6 million people in an effort to nab him. The checks snarled city traffic. Police also checked vehicles heading on highways to neighboring France.
Puigdemont faces charges of embezzlement for his part in an attempt to break Catalonia away from the rest of Spain in 2017. As regional president and separatist party leader at the time, he was a key player in the independence referendum that was outlawed by the central government but went ahead anyway.
Those events triggered a political crisis that roiled Spain for months.

    


Puigdemont's appearance in Barcelona, Catalonia's capital, and his game of cat-and-mouse with police, stole the show on a day when a new government was being sworn in at the regional parliament.
Local police were deployed in a security ring around a section of the park where Catalonia's parliament building is located behind walls. Meanwhile, Puigdemont, wearing a dark suit, white shirt and tie, walked with supporters to the nearby stage where he gave his speech.
Addressing the crowd in the park and at times pumping his fist, Puigdemont accused Spanish authorities of "a crackdown" on the Catalan separatist movement.
"For the last seven years we have been persecuted because we wanted to hear the voice of the Catalan people," Puigdemont said. "They have made being Catalan into something suspicious."
He added: "All people have the right to self-determination."
The gripping turn of events, broadcast live on Spanish television channels, was likely to bring political recriminations.

    


The leader of the Popular Party, the main opposition to Spain's left-of-center coalition government which has long rebuffed Catalonia's independence movement, condemned Puigdemont's return. Alberto Nunez Feijoo posted on X that Puigdemont's reappearance was an "unbearable humiliation" that damaged Spain's reputation.
Spain's government encouraged a deal brokered after months of deadlock between Salvador Illa's Catalan Socialist Party (PSC) and the other main Catalan separatist party and left-wing Esquerra Republicana (ERC). That deal had ensured just enough support in Catalonia's parliament for Illa to become the next regional president in a vote later Thursday. 
Speaking to Catalan lawmakers before the vote, Illa called for reconciliation and respect for Spain's controversial amnesty bill. He vowed to govern for all Catalans after years of bitter divisions between those in favor of independence and those against it.

    


Puigdemont has dedicated his career to the goal of carving out a new country in northeast Spain -- a struggle which is decades-old and has often thumbed his nose at authorities. His largely uncompromising approach has brought political conflict with other separatist parties as well as with Spain's central government.
A contentious amnesty bill, crafted by Spain's Socialist-led coalition government, could potentially clear Puigdemont and hundreds of other supporters of Catalan independence of any wrongdoing in the 2017 ballot. Spain's central government and the Constitutional Court declared at the time that the referendum was illegal.
But the bill, approved by Spain's parliament earlier this year, is being challenged by the Supreme Court, which argues the pardon doesn't apply to embezzlement, unlike other crimes that Puigdemont had previously been charged with. 
Puigdemont could be placed in pretrial detention if he is arrested.
___
Hatton reported from Lisbon, Portugal.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spain-catalonia-carles-puigdemont-returns-d89d88131983da1fdd39b6ddcb85c297
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            FILE - Christopher Borzor, of Haiti, reacts after qualifying in a men's 100 meters preliminary round heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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            FILE - Athletes from Haiti's delegation sail in a boat along the river Seine during the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games in Paris, France, Friday, July 26, 2024. (Franck Fife, Pool via AP, File)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil takes a photo with Haiti's team as he greets them outside the Olympic swimming pool at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil shows off a vintage Haiti shirt and necklace he wore to cheer on Haitian athletes as they compete in the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            FILE - Haiti's Mayah Chouloute prepares for a women's 50-meter freestyle heat at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Haiti's Mayah Chouloute competes in a women's 50-meter freestyle heat at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            Fourteen-year-old swimmer Mayah Chouloute and her family pose for a photo with the Haitian flag after her first Olympic race, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Fourteen-year-old swimmer Mayah Chouloute and her mother, Marjorie Chouloute, speak on the way back to the Olympic village after a race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil greets Haiti's team outside the Olympic swimming pool at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil greets Haiti's team outside the Olympic swimming pool at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            FILE - Christopher Borzor, of Haiti, reacts after qualifying in a men's 100 meters preliminary round heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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            FILE - Athletes from Haiti's delegation sail in a boat along the river Seine during the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games in Paris, France, Friday, July 26, 2024. (Franck Fife, Pool via AP, File)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil takes a photo with Haiti's team as he greets them outside the Olympic swimming pool at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil shows off a vintage Haiti shirt and necklace he wore to cheer on Haitian athletes as they compete in the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            FILE - Haiti's Mayah Chouloute prepares for a women's 50-meter freestyle heat at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            Fourteen-year-old swimmer Mayah Chouloute and her mother, Marjorie Chouloute, speak on the way back to the Olympic village after a race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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            Haitian-Canadian musician Jowee Omicil greets Haiti's team outside the Olympic swimming pool at the 2024 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Megan Janetsky)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- As he coasted along Paris' Seine River during the Olympic opening ceremony, one word came to Haitian swimmer Alexandre Grand'Pierre's mind.
"Iconic."
For the seven athletes competing for Haiti, participating in the Paris Games has always been about more than just winning gold. For athletes like Grand'Pierre, the third of his siblings to compete for Haiti in the Olympics, it's about sending a message of hope to a nation reeling from gang violence and political turmoil.
"It's showing that we are still capable of being on a world stage and being a positive image in spite of all the turmoil and instability that's going on, to give a beacon of hope to the younger generations, especially young athletes, that they can get to the Olympics as well," Grand'Pierre, 21, told The Associated Press.
"Representing the country has always been bigger than me," he added.

    


The symbol of pride for many in Haiti, the athletes hope to change the narrative around the Caribbean country, long portrayed as a victim. It's also in part about reclaiming their history from France, the former colonizer that bankrupted Haiti for more than a century.




But the path to France hasn't been easy.
Haiti is at an inflection point. Following the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise, a toxic slate of gangs seized control of much of the nation. As daily life in the capital, Port-au-Prince, has come to a halt, so too have sports.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Haiti's Olympic team came together through sheer force of will, said Fritz-Gerald Fong, head of the Haitian Olympic delegation.
Like much of Port-au-Prince, gangs have overtaken the area around Olympic training facilities. Lower-level athletes in the country have been killed, Fong said. Haiti's national Olympic committee said it has lost 80% of the coaches they've trained to ongoing emigration.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


"This is a message for Haitian people, for the nation and for the world. Giving up was not an option," said Fong. "People have no hope. And for months they've been waving the flag and saying, 'Let's go Haiti.' We were making some hope for those people."

    


Government collapse meant that up until the Games, the team had no money to fund athletes. Just before the Olympics, Fong said, the Haitian government finally released $74,600 -- a fraction of their $405,000 budget.
If that wasn't enough, earlier this year, the country was once again thrown under siege by gangs. Flights were blocked out of Haiti, inhibiting travel to Olympic qualifiers, Fong said.
So, similar to other crisis-stricken national Olympic committees like the Palestinian and Ukrainian teams, Haiti's relied entirely on athletes living abroad -- like Grand'Pierre.
Born in Canada and training in the United States, Grand'Pierre grew up speaking Haitian Creole and eating Haitian dishes as his parents made an effort to preserve their culture, visiting before Haiti began to spiral. 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"Growing up in the United States, it's very easy to lose that side of yourself. But they made sure we grew up and stayed connected," he said. Today, it's classic Haitian Creole music bumping in Grand'Pierre's ears before he rockets into the pool.

    


He's joined in Paris by six other athletes competing in track, gymnastics, judo, boxing and swimming. While none has medaled, 25-year-old Christopher Borzor was among those to make it to the second round of the men's 100-meter sprint.
"Fund-wise, we don't have a lot of money for us to compete, travel and get put in hotels. Most of the money has come out of my pocket, flying around trying to compete for Haiti," said Borzor, who left Haiti at the age of 6. "But I told myself one day I would get here."
For some, Haiti's presence in France is a political point.
A former French colony, Haiti became the first to successfully gain independence through a slave revolt, in 1804. France demanded Haiti pay it back for lost income of slavers -- what became a financially crippling $21 billion sum paid, The New York Times calculated. One Parisian bank, Credit Industriel et Commercial, guzzled millions from Haiti -- as it helped finance the Eiffel Tower.

    


That's why for Haitian-Italian designer Stella Jean, who created the team's vibrant ceremonial uniforms, the athletes' entrance into the Games was so meaningful -- floating down the Seine in the shadow of that same tower.
It was only maybe nine seconds, Jean recalled the next morning, during which Haiti held the world's attention as TV cameras turned to its boat.
"But in these nine seconds I think Haiti made history -- even more than that, it reverted the tides of history," said Jean. These "young people paraded under the Eiffel Tower -- the very Eiffel Tower that Haiti contributed to pay for."
When Jean got the call to design Haiti's uniforms, she knew the job had little to do with fashion -- and everything to do with history and identity. Being "pretty" was not the goal; it was to tell a story, with trousers and skirts patterned with Haitian artist Philippe Dodard's creations, bold prints reminiscent of those seen in the Caribbean nation.

    


"It was a kind of counter-colonization," Jean said. "But we did it with joy."
For others, though, like Marjorie Chouloute, mother of 14-year-old swimmer Mayah Chouloute, it's more about "changing the narrative" to look toward the future.
"On French TV, during the opening ceremony, all they could talk about when our boat was passing by was how downtrodden we are. ... It's not untrue," she said. "But Haiti is more than its problems."
In recent months, Haiti has chosen a new prime minister and welcomed a United Nations-backed mission to beat back the gangs. As the country takes small steps toward stability, the Olympic team has left many Haitians in and out of the nation welling with pride. Athletes said family group messages have bustled with news of the Olympians being talked about on TV and radio.
Back in Port-au-Prince, 24-year-old Marc Andre is among those rooting for them, despite the time difference and electric blackouts. The team, he said, has given him hope.
"Haiti has a lot of young, talented kids, but we don't have the opportunity ... due to lack of resources," he said. Still, he said, "I would love to see them living in Haiti, training in Haiti. ... It would be for me, more authentic."
Fong also expressed sadness over the lack of Olympians living in Haiti, but said the team was the first step in a long road. He doesn't see organized athletics coming back to Haiti for at least three years.
In the meantime, Jowee Omicil, a Haitian-Canadian musician, beamed at Grand'Pierre, Chouloute, their coach and families as they walked out of the Olympic swimming venue Saturday, after Chouloute's first race. Cloaked in red and blue flags, they spoke in a mix of French, Creole and English.
"Bless you. I was looking for my flag," Omicil said, voice cracking. "This is history."
Wearing a vintage Haiti shirt and a necklace in the shape of the country, Omicil said he had flown from Montreal to see the team compete. 
"I want you guys to know people are watching, and I am one of them and there are thousands behind me," he told them. "People are so proud of you guys."
___
Associated Press journalists Jocelyn Noveck in Paris and Evens Sanon in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, contributed to this report.
___
For more coverage of the Paris Olympics, visit https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games. 
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Those Samsung smartphones given to Olympic athletes? They may violate sanctions on North Korea
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                    FILE - South Korea's Lim Jonghoon, right, takes a selfie with North Korea's Ri Jong Sik, left, and Kim Kum, second left, China's Wang Chuqin, background, and Sun Yingsha, center, and his teammate Shin Yubin, right, and Lim Jonghoon during the medal ceremony at the 2024 Summer Olympics, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Petros Giannakouris, File)
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SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean officials on Thursday said providing Samsung smartphones to North Korean athletes at the Paris Olympics would violate U.N. Security Council sanctions against the country over its nuclear and missile program.
The South Korean technology giant is a major Olympic partner, and its newest Galaxy Z Flip 6 smartphones are being given to all athletes competing at the Games. 
The International Olympic Committee confirmed that the phones were sent to the Olympic village, then later said the North Korean athletes had not received them. It's unclear where the phones might have went.
South Korea's Foreign Ministry said smartphones are among the items banned under Security Council Resolution 2397 passed in 2017, which prohibits the supply, sale or transfer to North Korea of "all industrial machinery."
The resolution doesn't make a distinction between North Korea's government and its people, and South Korean officials made clear the smartphones would be banned however they entered the country.

    


Lee Jaewoong, the ministry's spokesperson, said it would be "critical to prevent the prohibited items from going into North Korea."




He said the Seoul government was making "necessary diplomatic efforts" to ensure sanctions are upheld but refused to provide details.
The issue also arose during the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea, where the North Koreans refused to receive Samsung devices that the organizing committee had offered under condition that they return them before heading home, according to South Korean officials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

North Korea sent 16 athletes to the Paris Games to compete in seven sports, including wrestling, swimming, table tennis and boxing.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


North Korea did not participate in the 2020 Summer Games in Tokyo in 2021 because of the country's self-imposed lockdown during the coronavirus pandemic. The IOC then barred the country from participating in the 2022 Winter Games in Beijing as punishment for refusing to send a team to Tokyo.
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Majority of US adults say democracy is on the ballot but they differ on the threat: AP-NORC poll

    Majority of US adults say democracy is on the ballot but they differ on the threat: AP-NORC poll
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            FILE - Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz arrive at a campaign rally in Philadelphia, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, arrive a campaign rally, July 20, 2024, in Grand Rapids, Mich. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Roughly 3 in 4 American adults believe the upcoming presidential election is vital to the future of U.S. democracy, although which candidate they think poses the greater threat depends on their political leanings, according to a poll.
The survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that most Democrats, Republicans and independents see the election as "very important" or "extremely important" to democracy, while Democrats have a higher level of intensity about the issue. More than half of Democrats say the November election is "extremely important" to the future of U.S. democracy, compared to about 4 in 10 independents and Republicans.
Democrat Pamela Hanson, 67, of Amery, Wisconsin, said she has grave concerns for the future of democracy in the country if Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump gets elected.

    


"His statements tend towards him being a king or a dictator, a person in charge by himself," Hanson said. "I mean, the man is unhinged in my opinion."
But Republican Ernie Wagner from Liberty, New York, said it's President Joe Biden's administration -- of which Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, is a part -- that has abused the power of the executive branch.




"Biden has tried to erase the student loans, and he's been told by the courts that it's unconstitutional to do that," said Wagner, 85. "He's weaponized the FBI to get at his political opponents."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The poll findings suggest that many Democrats continue to view Trump as a threat to democracy after he tried to overturn the results of the 2020 election, embraced the rioters who attacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and threatened to seek retribution against his opponents if he wins reelection.
But they also indicate that many of Trump's supporters agree with him that Biden is the real threat to democracy. Trump and his allies have accused Biden of weaponizing the Justice Department as it has pursued charges against the former president over his effort to halt certification of the 2020 election and keeping classified documents, though there is no evidence Biden has had any involvement or influence in the cases.

    


Trump has framed himself as a defender of American values and portrayed Biden as a "destroyer" of democracy. He said multiple times after he survived an assassination attempt last month that he "took a bullet for democracy."
The poll, conducted in the days after Biden dropped out of the race and Harris announced her campaign, is an early glimpse of Americans' views of a reshaped contest.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Majorities of both Democrats and Republicans say democracy could be at risk in this election depending on who wins the presidency, responses generally in line with the findings when the question was last asked in an AP-NORC poll in December 2023. 
Hanson, the Wisconsin Democrat, said she worries Trump in a second term would use the conservative-dominated U.S. Supreme Court to overrule important freedoms. She also is concerned that he would fill his Cabinet with loyalists who don't care about the well-being of everyone in the country and defund agencies that regulate key functions of society.

    


But Wagner, the New York Republican, brushed off those concerns and pointed to Trump's time in office.
"When he was in the White House, we had peace, we had prosperity, we had energy independence," he said. "What's undemocratic about that?"
He said he didn't think Trump's intentions leading up to and on Jan. 6 were criminal. 
"I just think he was misguided," Wagner said.
Some independents also are carefully considering the stakes of the upcoming election on the country's democratic future.
"I believe that this is the most important election of my lifetime," said 53-year-old Patricia Seliga-Williams of LaVale, Maryland, an independent who is leaning toward voting for Harris.
Seliga-Williams said she's barely scraping by on $15 an hour as a hotel breakfast attendant and remembers Trump handling the economy and immigration well. But she didn't like it when he recently quipped that he plans to be a "dictator" on day one in office.

    


"We all know Donald Trump could run the country," she said. "But he's just too aggressive anymore, and I don't think I can trust that as a voter."
Not everyone agrees that this year's presidential election will be an inflection point for the country's democracy, offering starkly different reasons, according to the AP-NORC poll. About 2 in 10 Americans say democracy in the U.S. is strong enough to withstand the outcome of the election no matter who wins, while another 2 in 10 believe democracy is already so seriously broken that the outcome doesn't matter.
The poll also shows the stakes of democracy in the election are felt more by older adults rather than younger ones. About half of adults 45 and older say the outcome of the election is extremely important for the future of democracy, compared to about 4 in 10 adults under 45.

    


"Making the claim that the other candidate is trying to destroy democracy, it doesn't really land for me," said Daniel Oliver, 26, an independent from suburban Detroit. "I think that we have things in place that should safeguard against when you kind of play at destroying democracy. We have other branches of government. We have people that believe in voting. So, it would be hard for a candidate to take over and become some kind of dictator."
He said he'll be looking for candidates to talk about issues he's more interested in, such as reducing inflation and investing in clean energy sources.
Biden and Trump spent months sparring over whose second term would be worse for democracy. The president nodded to the consequences when he ended his campaign last month, saying in his Oval Office address that "the defense of democracy is more important than any title."
Harris has focused more on the concept of "freedom" in the early days of her campaign. She has said Trump's reelection could result in Americans losing the freedom to vote, the freedom to be safe from gun violence and the freedom for women to make decisions about their own bodies. Her debut campaign ad last month was set to Beyonce's 2016 track "Freedom," and it has become a campaign anthem for her at rallies ever since.
Harris didn't mention democracy in her first two presidential campaign rallies, but she returned to the topic in remarks to Sigma Gamma Rho sorority members in Houston last week, saying "our fundamental freedoms are on the ballot, and so is our democracy."
___
The poll of 1,143 adults was conducted July 25-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-2024-harris-trump-poll-9802e104ad29ff69e9e323ad46244ae3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Can you guess Olympians' warmup songs? World's top athletes share their favorite tunes

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Some of the world's top athletes from the Olympics and Paralympics have shared their favorite warmup tracks, revealing what gets them pumped before a crucial game, meet or match. The results range from The O'Jays to the Red Hot Chili Peppers to Drake, spanning genres and eras -- all of which can be found on our Spotify playlist. (July 24)
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            Julien Alfred, of Saint Lucia, celebrates after winning the women's 100 meters final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Silver medalist, Julien Alfred, of Saint Lucia, waves on the podium after the women's 200-meter at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            FILE - Logan Edra, also known as B-Girl Logistx, of the United States competes in the B-girl Red Bull BC One World Final at Hammerstein Ballroom on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - Rai Benjamin wins a heat men's 400-meter hurdles semi-finals during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials on June 28, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 20

                                    
                                    FILE - Rai Benjamin wins a heat men's 400-meter hurdles semi-finals during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials on June 28, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 20 | 
            FILE - Drake performs on the main stage at Wireless festival in Finsbury Park, London, June 27, 2015. (Photo by Jonathan Short/Invision/AP, File)
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            Rebecca McGowan poses during a training session at the National Taekwondo Centre, in Manchester, England, Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (Danny Lawson/PA via AP)
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            FILE - Anthony Kiedis of the Red Hot Chili Peppers performs at the Bonnaroo Music and Arts Festival, June 10, 2017, in Manchester, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Veronica Fraley competes in the women's discus throw final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials on June 27, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            FILE - Future performs at the Bonnaroo Music and Arts Festival, June 10, 2018, in Manchester, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Britain's Bradly Sinden competes for a gold medal for the taekwondo men's 68kg match at the 2020 Summer Olympics on July 25, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe, File)
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            FILE - Thomas Bangalter, left, and Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo of Daft Punk perform at the 56th annual Grammy Awards at Staples Center in Los Angeles, Jan. 26, 2014. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - American para swimmer, McKenzie Coan, poses for a photo, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - U.S. singer Britney Spears performs during her concert in Taipei, Taiwan, June 13, 2017. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying, File)
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            FILE - American runner, Jaydin Blackwell, poses for a photo, on Tuesday, April 16, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - Fernando Dayan Jorge Enriquez, of Cuba competes in the men's canoe single 1000m heat during the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            FILE - Cordell Tinch competes in the first round of the men's 400 meter hurdles during the U.S. track and field championships in Eugene, Ore., Saturday, July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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            FILE - Rachel Glenn wins a heat in the women's 400-meter hurdles during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials on June 27, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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            FILE - Veronica Fraley competes in the women's discus throw final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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                                    FILE - Veronica Fraley competes in the women's discus throw final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            FILE - Rai Benjamin wins a heat men's 400-meter hurdles semi-finals during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials on June 28, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            Bronze medalist Brittany Brown of the United States, stands on the podium after the women's 200-meter at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Curious about which songs are fueling the Olympians competing in Paris? The Associated Press has an idea. 
Some of the world's top athletes from the Olympics and Paralympics have shared their favorite warmup tracks, revealing what gets them pumped before a crucial game, meet or match. The results range from The O'Jays to the Red Hot Chili Peppers to Drake, spanning genres and eras -- all of which can be found on our Spotify playlist.
JULIEN ALFRED, SAINT LUCIA
Julien Alfred listens to several types of Caribbean music: dancehall, soca and calypso.
But Alfred, 23, leans on one particular genre: gospel. She finds her peace through Cody Carnes' "Firm Foundation (He Won't)" with Maverick City Music with Chandler Moore, "You Will Win" by Jekalyn Carr and Josh Baldwin's "Evidence."
"I need something that's going to keep me calm," Alfred said at the Puma House. The sprinter won St. Lucia's first Olympic medal after she outpaced favorite Sha'Carri Richarson to win gold in the 100-meter race on Saturday. She also won silver in the 200-meters.

    


"When I'm getting ready, I get super nervous," she said. "I'm like 'This is it. I have to get ready now.' The gospel is really helpful for me."




SUNNY CHOI, USA
Sunny Choi's warmup songs change often. The breaker had Kendrick Lamar's infectious "Not Like Us" on rotation. But recently, she's zoned out to her boyfriend's favorite song, "Etouffee" by Vince Staples. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a nice chill kind of vibe," she said at the Nike Athlete House in Paris. "But it's actually good for warming up like right before a battle. It gets you into it."
Choi, 35, said her other go-to song is Nas' "Hate Me Now" featuring Puff Daddy. 
"It gets you in the mode to go destroy something," she said. "I'll turn this on when I'm sprinting. ... It helps to motivate me. I can use the music to kind of change over time my mood. I can ramp up or ramp down using the music."

    


JAYDON HIBBERT, JAMAICA 
Jaydon Hibbert likes to slow down the pace before sprinting into the triple jump.
His No. 1 song to make that happen is Drake's "Uuugly." He also mentioned the Canadian rapper's two tracks "Controlla" and "Redemption."
"I'm not the fast song kind of listener," the 19-year-old said at the Puma House in Saint-Ouen-sur-Seine, France. "I don't like things too fast. ... But the moment I start a slower-paced song, it clicks. It's a cozy kind of vibe. It's kind of weird for warmups, but that's what I like."
MILES CHAMLEY-WATSON, USA
Fencing might be a technical sport, but Miles Chamley-Watson sometimes wants to take his mind away from the competition with some upbeat melodies. 
Chamely-Watson's biggest hype man during warmups is rapper BossMan Dlow's hood anthem "Get In With Me." 
"He's the most hood person ever from Florida. I love him," the three-time Olympian said at the Nike Athlete House before he recited a lyric from the song. "'Pair of shoes, twelve-fifty.' He gets me so hype. It's ridiculous." 
Chamley-Watson, 34, who was born in London and raised in New York City, said he enjoys listening to songs from Future and Drake along with British rapper Central Cee, who known for songs such as "Sprinter" and "Did It First" with Ice Spice. 

    


"I don't really care about words," he said. "I love the beats." 
MARCELL JACOBS, ITALY 
Marcell Jacobs jumps from one playlist to another almost better than he can long jump. 
One thing is for sure: He has an infatuation with Italian rap music. 
"It depends on the moods," he said at the Puma House. "It's more exciting songs, more like gang songs. Every week I change my playlist for new music, so I like that change." 
Jacobs, 29, doesn't have a particular song. But there are some artists he regularly taps into including Italian rapper Baby Gang along with Travis Scott, King Von and the late Pop Smoke.
BRITTANY BROWN, USA
Before Brittany Brown sprints past other track stars, she primarily listens to two songs from musical legends: Beyonce's "American Requiem" and Stevie Wonder's "As."
For Brown, it's only right. 
"It just puts me in a good mood," she said at the Nike Athlete House. She won bronze in the 200-meter race on Tuesday. "It would have me smiling and singing before. Those are my go-to songs right now." 

    


Brown, 29, said "As" give her the inspirational Black church feeling that exudes happiness.
"In that song, she was like 'You thought y'all was going to play in my face," she said. "But you guys aren't anymore. I love how Beyonce is a woman who shows that she's going to keep coming back. I'm going to keep rebirthing myself. I love to see women do that."
ANDRE DE GRASSE, CANADA
When it comes to music, track star Andre De Grasse is unapologetically biased. Before anyone else, the sprinter plays songs from Canadian artists from The Weeknd and Drake.
After them, De Grasse's second line is Kendrick Lamar and J. Cole.
"It keeps me calm and in the moment," De Grasse, 29, said at the Puma House. "Definitely motivational factors behind some of the songs making sure I'm getting ready for the biggest races of my life. All those things put me in that mood to get ready."

    


RAI BENJAMIN, USA
Before Rai Benjamin races past the competition, the sprinter and hurdler listens to a slew of musicians for the ultimate hype session.
Benjamin, 26, doesn't have one particular song. He's more about listening to particular artists like Drake and G Herbo, along with film scores including "Interstellar" and "The King."
"It gets me up here," Benjamin said, raising his hands above his head at the U.S. Olympic trials in Eugene, Oregon. "By the time I get out here, I got to bring it back down and be ready to do what I'm about to do."
Benjamin said he needs a baseline between upbeat and calming music.
"I get pretty amped when I get out there with the energy from the crowd and seeing everyone and wanting to do well," he said. "It's good to get the mind going and get out of you head ... just to get over those 10 barriers."
REBECCA MCGOWAN, UK
During Rebecca McGowan's preparations, the taekwondo specialist has two songs on deck before launching her roundhouse kick. The Scotland native vibes to Panic! At The Disco's "High Hopes" during warmups and walks out to "Can't Stop" by the Red Hot Chili Peppers. 
"It kind of gets myself going and into my headspace to compete," McGowan, 24, said of "High Hopes."
"Don't give up and keep going," she continued in an interview from the U.K. "When things get tough, that's the song I listen to. ... I just put it on and grind out the rest of the session and grind out whatever I'm doing." 
As for "Can't Stop," McGowan said, "it's just a really good beat. It gets me pumped up." 
LOGAN EDRA, USA
Logan Edra might be a part of the new breakdancing regime, but her foundation is built on old-school hip-hop.
Edra, a Filipina American, said she regularly presses play on Malcolm McLaren's "World's Famous" from 1983. 
"I felt like I was brought back to when breaking first started," said Edra, known as B-Girl Logistx. She first found "World's Famous" while listening to an old mixtape.
Edra, 21, said the music has the ability to time travel.
"I'm starting to see how the music brings us together," she said in an interview from Miami. "The music connects the generations. Every time I can listen to it and vibe to it, I feels like a remembrance or homage to the people in the past eras." 
BRADLY SINDEN, UK
Bradly Sinden always tries to put up a great fight, showcasing his strength in taekwondo matches after walking out to Kanye West's "Stronger." 
"It's a fight song -- a more of a pump-up song," he said of the track written by the rapper and Daft Punk, in an interview from the U.K.
Sinden, 25, became fascinated with song after the final fight scene in the 2008 film "Never Back Down," starring Sean Faris and Cam Gigandet. 
"From that film, it's always been my favorite song," said Sinden, who won a silver medal for Britain at the Tokyo Games.
"It's just gets you into that mood. Now it's like 'I'm ready to go in there and do my business,'" he added. 
VERONICA FRALEY, USA
Veronica Fraley normally vibes out to Afrobeat melodies. But when the discus thrower needs to lock in, she turns on rap music like Future's "March Madness" before stepping in the circle. 
"It's a lot of things that's not safe for work," Fraley, 24, said with a chuckle at the trials in Eugene. "Just something to get the blood pumping, get the anger going to be honest."
Fraley said the music she subscribes to helps her tremendously. 
"It gets me in the zone," she said. "Kind of in the mood to be a fighter. It helps me come with my hardest energy." 
FERNANDO DAYAN JORGE, REFUGEE OLYMPIC TEAM
When Fernando Dayan Jorge steps into his red-and-white canoe, the two-time Olympian listens to one song that matches his energy. 
Anytime Jorge, 25, practices or does warmups, the canoeist turns on "Legendary" by blues rock band Welshly Arms. 
"I connect with this song," Jorge said of the 2016 track, which was featured on NBC's "Shades of Blue" and the 2018 film "Den of Thieves." 
Jorge, who as a Cuban rower won gold in Tokyo for the 1,000-canoe sprint, will be competing this time as a refugee. He's joined a growing number of Cuban athletes who have defected. 
MCKENZIE COAN, USA
McKenzie Coan is a huge Britney Spears fan, particularly drawn to "Circus" and "Womanizer." 
"Those are my two favorite pump-up songs," said Coan, a Paralympian gold medalist in swimming. Her career began with aquatic therapy in 2001 after she was diagnosed as a child with osteogenesis imperfecta, known as brittle bone disease.
Coan, 28, has a Spotify playlist, which features artists such as Spears and Rihanna. 
"Some of those songs I can't listen to unless I'm getting ready to race, because it gets me so amped up," she said in New York. "I can't even handle it. ... I listen to things I can really move to."
RACHEL GLENN, USA
When it comes to music, Rachel Glenn calls herself the ultimate "hype girl." Before she competes in the high jump and 400 hurdles, it's all about listening to several upbeat songs like Y.G.'s "Perfect Timing" with Mozzy and Blxst. 
"I'm a big music person," said Glenn, 22, who listens to the likes of Snoop Dogg, Soulja Boy, Lil Vada and Tommy the Clown. 
"I like to listen to music anywhere I go," she said at the trials in Eugene. "I'll listen when I'm doing my homework, when I'm trying to go to sleep. It's super important. Track and field is a mental thing. If your mentality right, then you're going to compete right."
JAYDIN BLACKWELL, USA
While Jaydin Blackwell warms up, the Paralympian sprinter focuses more on motivational speakers than songs. 
Blackwell's speech of choice? The inspirational intro to Madden NFL 13, which features two-time Super Bowl champion Ray Lewis. 
He also listens to David Goggins, an ultramarathon runner. 
Asked the kind of music that does catch his ear: "I like the mushy music when I warmup," Blackwell, 20, said in New York. He was diagnosed with cerebral palsy at age 6. 
DANIEL ROBERTS, USA
Daniel Roberts isn't an '80s baby, but his musical taste derives from tunes created nearly two decades before he was born. 
The hurdler often goes the old-school R&B route, selecting the 1979 classic "Use to Be My Girl" by The O'Jays. 
"I don't listen to music that's going to get me hype, but music I enjoy," Roberts, 26, said in New York. "If I like the music or song a lot, it's going to bring that good energy. I'm going to dance. I'm going to move." 
Roberts plays a diverse range of music to help him find his ultimate groove heading into a race. 
"You got to be able to get into that rhythm," he said. 
CORDELL TINCH, USA
Even though Cordell Tinch hardly ever listens to music during his warmups, some songs do cause the hurdler's head to bobble with enthusiasm. 
"Today, it was 'God Did.' That was the last song I listened to before I took my headphones off," Tinch said of the track by DJ Khaled, featuring Jay-Z, Rick Ross, Lil Wayne, John Legend and Fridayy. 
"It was that song today, but it could be different another day," he said at the trials in Eugene. 
Tinch, 24, said he consumes a healthy dose of Broadway songs. Rod Wave's "Yungen" is another favorite. 
SAMANTHA BOSCO, USA
During training for the Paralympics, cyclist Samantha Bosco usually leans on two songs: Pink's upbeat "I Am Here" and the gospel-inflected "Chant" by rapper Macklemore and Australian singer Tones and I. 
"Those are my songs," said Bosco in New York. She was born with a posteromedial bow of the right tibia and a calcaneal valgus foot that was corrected at the age of four by having a wedge of bone surgically removed. She first rode a bike at age six, riding to and from school with her dad.
___
Associated Press journalists Pat Graham, Noreen Nasir, Daniel Kozin and Samuel Petrequin contributed to this report.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Thai court dissolves progressive Move Forward Party, which won election but was blocked from power

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A court in Thailand on Wednesday ordered the dissolution of the progressive Move Forward Party, which finished first in last year's general election, saying it violated the constitution by proposing an amendment of a law against defaming the country's royal family. (AP video shot by Jerry Harmer)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party Pita Limjaroenrat, center, waves to his supporter sat Constitutional Court in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, center, shakes hands with his supporters at Move Forward Party headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Supporters of Move Forward Party gather at the Party headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, talks to his supporters at Move Forward Party headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, center, standing amongst lawmakers from Move Forward Party speaks at the Parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rach Sumetlak)
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            Supporters of Move Forward Party wave the party's flag at the party's headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Supporters of Move Forward Party pose with life-size cut-out of image of their former leader Pita Limjaroenrat, center, at the party's headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, center, arrives at Constitutional Court in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            A supporter of the Move Forward Party reacts at the party headquarters after the Constitutional Court ordered the dissolution of the party in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A supporter of the Move Forward Party reacts at the party headquarters after the Constitutional Court ordered the dissolution of the party in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Supporters of the Move Forward Party at the party headquarters after the Constitutional Court ordered the dissolution of the party in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. . (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Supporters of the Move Forward Party react at the party headquarters after the Constitutional Court ordered the dissolution of the party in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            A supporter of Move Forward Party displays a picture of their former leader Pita Limjaroenrat, at the party headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Supporters of the Move Forward Party react at the Constitutional Court after the court ordered the dissolution of the party in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Chatkla Samnaingjam)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, center, arrives at Move Forward Party headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rach Sumetlak)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party Pita Limjaroenrat, center, talks to reporter with lawmakers from Move Forward Party during press conference at Move Forward Party headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, center, shakes hands with his supporters at Move Forward Party headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Former leader of Move Forward Party, Pita Limjaroenrat, crying as he meets his supporters at Move Forward Party headquarter in Bangkok, Thailand, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A court in Thailand on Wednesday ordered the dissolution of the progressive Move Forward Party, which finished first in last year's general election, saying it violated the constitution by proposing an amendment of a law against defaming the country's royal family.
The Constitutional Court said it voted unanimously to dissolve the party because its campaign proposal to amend the law amounted to an attempt to overthrow the nation's constitutional monarchy.
The Move Forward Party was unable to form a government after topping the polls because members of the Senate, at that time a conservative military-appointed body, refused to endorse its candidate for prime minister.
The Election Commission had filed a petition against the party after the Constitutional Court ruled in January that it must stop advocating changes to the law, known as Article 112, which protects the monarchy from criticism with penalties of up to 15 years in jail per offense. Move Forward has insisted that it wants to keep the monarchy above politics and not be exploited as a political tool.

    


The court on Wednesday also imposed a 10-year ban on political activity for those who held the party's executive positions while it campaigned for the proposed amendment. Among them are its charismatic former leader, Pita Limjaroenrat, and current chief Chaithawat Tulathon.




Speaking to followers and the media Wednesday evening, Pita said although he had to say goodbye as a politician, he looks forward to continuing his work as an active citizen. He said people may be frustrated today, but he would like to ask them to vent their frustration at the ballot box in every election from now on.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He declared that he was "absolutely proud" of what he had achieved and had no regrets.
"I have left my dent in the universe. And I'll make sure that I pass the baton to the next-generation leaders," he said. 

    


Lawmakers of a dissolved political party who are not banned from politics can keep their seats in Parliament if they move to a new party within 60 days. 
Pita said party members will carry on "in a new vehicle" to be introduced Friday, although he will not be a part of it. The party declined to announce details of the changeover.
Move Forward had 148 lawmakers in Parliament. If they all move together, they will lose five seats belonging to the now-banned party executives.
"We're going to stick to the same path. A political party is only a vehicle, so let's wait and see the new party to which the MPs will be going," said Attaphon Buaphat, who gathered with other party supporters at its headquarters in Bangkok.
"You can get rid of the agents, the representatives for these people's beliefs, but you are not going to be able to get rid of the beliefs," Attaphon, a 34-year-old political activist, told The Reporters, an online news service.
The court's action was one of many that have drawn widespread criticism and are seen as part of a yearslong attack on the country's progressive movement by conservative forces trying to keep their grip on power.

    


The party was denied power after the Senate refused to approve its then-leader Pita's nomination as prime minister. Non-elected senators, who were given power to vote on prime ministerial candidates by the constitution adopted in 2017 under a military government, said they opposed Pita because of his intention to reform the royal defamation law. Move Forward was later removed from a coalition formed with the now-governing Pheu Thai party and became head of the opposition.
The court rejected Move Forward's argument that it did not have jurisdiction to rule on the case and the petition filed by the Election Commission did not follow due process because Move Forward was not given an opportunity to defend itself before it was submitted to the court. 
Human rights organizations and other advocacy groups expressed concern about the court's ruling. 
"The decision is not a surprise, and is unlikely to spur large-scale protests given that Move Forward MPs will remain a force in Parliament, albeit under a different banner," Matthew Wheeler, a regional analyst for the Brussels-based Crisis Group, said in an email. "But the decision is a further illustration that the 2017 constitution, drafted at the behest of coupmakers and approved in a flawed referendum, was designed to curb the popular will rather than facilitate its expression."

    


Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has maintained that the Thai justice system is fair and impartial, and that the government cannot interfere with the judicial process.
Thailand's courts, especially the Constitutional Court, are considered a bulwark of the country's royalist establishment, which has used them and nominally independent state agencies such as the Election Commission to issue rulings to cripple or sink political opponents.

    


Move Forward's predecessor, the Future Forward party, was dissolved by the Constitutional Court in 2020 on charges of violating election laws on donations to political parties. The dissolution of Future Forward, whose promises of reforms were particularly attractive for younger people disillusioned after years of military rule, further highlighted the struggle between the progressive movement and conservative forces. 
It was also one of the triggers for youth-led pro-democracy protests that sprang up across the country in 2020. The protests openly criticized the monarchy, an institution previously considered untouchable and a linchpin of Thai society.
The protests led to vigorous prosecutions under Article 112, which previously had been relatively rarely employed. Critics say the law is often wielded as a tool to quash political dissent.
Move Forward, formed as a new home for lawmakers from the dissolved Future Forward party, campaigned for an amendment of the article and other democratic reforms in the 2023 elections. Its first-place finish suggested many voters were ready for change.
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            FILE - Protesters stand along a street on Long Island in Southampton, N.Y. on Friday, Aug. 17, 2018, near the location of a campaign fundraiser attended by President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Sara Gillesby, File)
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            File - Excavators work on a plot of land that is being developed into multifamily housing, bottom left, on Long Island in East Northport, N.Y., Thursday, March 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi speaks during a campaign canvass kick off event, Feb. 11, 2024, in Plainview N.Y. Suozzi is the Democrat candidate in New York's 3rd district. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer. File)
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            FILE - Rep. Nick LaLota, R-N.Y., speaks during a news conference, July 14, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. LaLota is the Republican candidate in New York's 1st District. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            FILE - John Avlon attends The Hollywood Reporter's annual Most Powerful People in Media cocktail reception, at The Pool, April 11, 2019, in New York. Avlon is the Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 1. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, R-N.Y., arrives for a meeting of Republicans on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 24, 2023. D'Esposito is the Republican candidate in New York's District 4. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            File - Excavators work on a plot of land that is being developed into multifamily housing, bottom left, on Long Island in East Northport, N.Y., Thursday, March 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7

                                    
                                    File - Excavators work on a plot of land that is being developed into multifamily housing, bottom left, on Long Island in East Northport, N.Y., Thursday, March 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
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            FILE - Rep. Nick LaLota, R-N.Y., speaks during a news conference, July 14, 2023, on Capitol Hill in Washington. LaLota is the Republican candidate in New York's 1st District. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, R-N.Y., arrives for a meeting of Republicans on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 24, 2023. D'Esposito is the Republican candidate in New York's District 4. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Long Island Rail Road commuters arrive at the Hunterspoint Ave. station in the Queens borough of New York as they transfer to a subway station, Monday, July 10, 2017. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)
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                                        It's a 2024 election battleground where millions of dollars are being spent and big names in American politics are popping up. But it's not in the Rust Belt. And it isn't Georgia or Nevada, either.
It's Long Island, a suburban stretch east of New York City, home to some 3 million people who might have an outsized role in choosing which party controls Congress. Democrats are just a few seats shy of winning a majority in the U.S. House and the island, just a train ride from liberal Manhattan, has emerged as an improbable stage for some of the most contested races this year.
The region is also an unlikely center of Republican power in deep blue New York. 
In some ways, the issues that have pushed Long Island to the right in recent elections could animate any battleground state suburb this November, with GOP candidates framing their campaigns on crime, immigration and the economy. The move by Democrats to replace President Joe Biden with Vice President Kamala Harris at the top of the ticket last month added another unpredictable variable to downballot races all over the country, with both parties scrambling to assess the impact.

    


But here, Republicans have seized momentum by harnessing suburban backlash over progressive policies in New York City, casting themselves as a dam that can stop the left from swamping Long Island with liberal excess.




The strategy has proven successful so far. Long Island Republicans have dominated local races in Nassau and Suffolk counties and control all but one of the island's congressional seats. New York as a whole may vote reliably Democratic, but there's nuance to be found not far from Manhattan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Democrat Party is no longer the Democrat Party as we knew, or I knew, growing up. It's changed. It's become much more to the left, progressives are taking over," said Joe Cairo, chairman of the Nassau County Republican Party and an architect of Republican wins on the island. "People move out here, they're fed up with the city."

    


Republicans notched perhaps their most prominent victories on Long Island two years ago, as the city was reeling from a pandemic-era uptick in violent crime. Suburban voters were pounded by a steady stream of apocalyptic headlines and TV commentary suggesting an urban hellscape next door. 
Republicans swept all four of the island's congressional seats, and a Long Island Republican, former U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin, nearly landed a major upset in the governor's race -- an office the GOP has not held in years. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Democrats, though, now see Long Island as a prime opportunity to recapture congressional seats in their bid to reclaim a House majority. 
The party is coming off an encouraging win in a winter special election for the seat that became vacant when George Santos was expelled from Congress. Democrat Tom Suozzi, running as a centrist, defeated a Republican county lawmaker.
Republican U.S. Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, who is seeking a second term in a district just east of Queens, is expected to face a serious challenge from Democrat Laura Gillen, whom he defeated by less than 4 points in 2022.

    


Democrats have also issued dire warnings about what a federal government unified under Republicans could mean for abortion access, following a formula that has worked elsewhere to drive up turnout on their side.
"The legacy of the Dobbs decision, overturning Roe v. Wade, is starting to play out and really resonate with people who care about access to reproductive health care," said Gillen, a former town supervisor.
Democrats on Long Island also hope to benefit from having Harris as their presidential nominee, with voters energized around a female candidate in a year when protecting abortion access is on voters' minds.
"Harris' accession to the top of the ticket has energized more than just the presidential race. It has injected a lot of hope in Democratic congressional campaigns where, as Biden was sinking, they saw their prospects going down as well," said Larry Levy, dean of the National Center for Suburban Studies at Hofstra University on Long Island. 

    


In New York, Democrats have tried to recalibrate after losses on Long Island in 2022, gearing their political strategy toward moderates.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul has made crime a major focus and won concessions from progressives at the statehouse to tweak bail laws and strengthen criminal penalties for assaulting retail workers. In June, Hochul also made an 11th-hour decision to suspend a new toll for drivers entering Manhattan following heavy pushback from commuters.
Republicans downplay Suozzi's recent victory, arguing the former congressman faced a relative unknown in a low-turnout special election on a cold, snowy day. Even so, Democrats believe Suozzi's centrist approach has given their candidates a Long Island roadmap.
"You can't ignore the issues people care about and you need to seize the vital center to win," said John Avlon, a former CNN anchor and Democrat who is running against Republican U.S. Rep. Nick LaLota in a congressional district on eastern Long Island that's been controlled by Republicans for a decade.

    


But it may be difficult for Democrats to shake the perception that they're too progressive for some suburban voters.
Joe Gillespie, a 58-year-old electrician who commutes from Long Island's Levittown to construction sites in New York City for work, said Democrats have become too liberal on crime, immigration and social issues to convincingly change course.
"They've gone so far to the left," Gillespie said. "People are going to assume that they're just doing that to get back the votes right now."
Candidates will also have to contend with a figure looming over all the 2024 contests: former President Donald Trump.
The former Republican president is often greeted as a hero in parts of Long Island by the many blue-collar workers and New York City police officers and firemen who live in the suburbs. Trump flags fly on both manicured front lawns and from the back of pickup trucks.
Trump won Suffolk County on the eastern half of the island in 2016 and 2020, though his margin narrowed last time. He lost Nassau County in both elections, lagging 15 points behind Biden in the district where D'Esposito now faces Gillen. Whether Trump will hurt or help Republicans on the island this year remains to be seen, but both parties are optimistic.
Violent crime has dropped substantially in the New York City metropolitan area since the 2022 election, but Republicans continue to raise it.
Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, a Republican, has sought to score points with suburban parents by leading an effort to ban women's and girls' sports teams with transgender players from using county-run parks and fields. And while it may not have much practical impact, the push mirrors an attack line that has worked for GOP leaders elsewhere.
The new rules are now the subject of a legal battle. The state's Democratic attorney general, Letitia James, argues that the ban violates state anti-discrimination laws, but Blakeman said support for the policy locally has been "overwhelming."
"My phone and my text messages and emails are running probably eight in favor and two against," he said. "The Democratic Party has drifted so far to the left that independent voters and common sense Democrats can no longer support their positions," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/congress-long-island-new-york-election-2024-7efc4cc970a50612842c0687b6b999df
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Harris and Walz say they're 'joyful warriors,' narrowly avoid confrontation with Vance on tarmac

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vice President Kamala Harris and her newly-minted running mate, Gov. Tim Walsh kicked off their swing state blitz in the battleground state of Wisconsin Wednesday, leaning into the campaign theme of "freedom," and vowing, "We are not going back."
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            Harris gets interrupted by protesters during campaign rally in Detroit and snaps back

        
        
            Lingering dissensions in the Democratic party were on display during Harris' evening speech in Michigan, when she was interrupted by protesters chanting about the war in Gaza. (AP video by Mike Householder/produced by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Harris gets interrupted by protesters during campaign rally in Detroit and snaps back
Lingering dissensions in the Democratic party were on display during Harris' evening speech in Michigan, when she was interrupted by protesters chanting about the war in Gaza. (AP video by Mike Householder/produced by Javier Arciga)
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            Harris, Walz kick off swing state tour warning freedom is at risk and vowing 'We are not going back'

        
        
            Vice President Kamala Harris and her newly-minted running mate, Gov. Tim Walsh kicked off their swing state blitz in the battleground state of Wisconsin Wednesday, leaning into the campaign theme of "freedom," and vowing, "We are not going back."


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Harris, Walz kick off swing state tour warning freedom is at risk and vowing 'We are not going back'
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            Vance tries to catch up with Harris as the pair land in same Wisconsin airport during campaigning

        
        
            Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance tries to catch up with Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris and her running mate Tim Walz as they used the same Wisconsin airport


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Vance tries to catch up with Harris as the pair land in same Wisconsin airport during campaigning
Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance tries to catch up with Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris and her running mate Tim Walz as they used the same Wisconsin airport
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            5 things to know about Gov. Tim Walz, Kamala Harris' choice for vice president

        
        
            On Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris decided on Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate in her bid for the White House.
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On Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris decided on Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate in her bid for the White House.
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            Wisconsin voters praise Harris' energy

        
        
            Wisconsin voter attending a Kamala Harris rally in Eau Claire praised the new Democratic presidential nominee's energy and messaging style. (AP Video by Mark Vancleave)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Wisconsin voters praise Harris' energy
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is welcomed by Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, before she delivers remarks at a campaign event, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Eau Claire, Wisc. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, center, talking to a group of young girls after disembarking from Air Force Two at Chippewa Valley Regional Airport, Wednesday, August 7, 2024, in Eau Claire, WI. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich., with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz greet children at Chippewa Valley Regional Airport, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Eau Claire, Wis. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        ROMULUS, Mich. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris declared herself and her new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, "joyful warriors" against Donald Trump on Wednesday as they spent their first full day campaigning together across the Midwest. They got an unusual glimpse of how hotly contested the region would be when they overlapped on a Wisconsin tarmac with Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance.
The Democrats visited Wisconsin and Michigan, hoping to shore up support among the younger, diverse, labor-friendly voters who were instrumental in helping President Joe Biden win the 2020 election. 
Harris told the day's first rally in Eau Claire, "As Tim Walz likes to point out, we are joyful warriors." Contributing to that feeling, the Harris campaign said it had raised $36 million in the first 24 hours after she announced Walz as her running mate.





    


The vice president said the pair looks at the future with optimism, unlike Trump, the former president and Republican White House nominee, whom she accused of being stuck in the past and preferring a confrontational style of politics -- even as she criticized her opponent herself. 
"Someone who suggests we should terminate the Constitution of the United States should never again have the chance to sit behind the seal of the United States," Harris said, her voice rising.
Dan Miller, from Pelican Lake, Wisconsin, who was among 12,000-plus Eau Claire rally attendees, said Biden "has been an incredible president, but he just isn't the same messenger." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"And sometimes you need a better messenger," Miller said. "And that's Kamala." 
Later, at an evening event in an airport hangar outside Detroit where the campaign announced a crowd of 15,000, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer -- herself frequently mentioned as a future presidential candidate -- declared, "We need a strong woman in the White House and it's about damn time." 

    


"This election's going to be a fight," Harris told the same event. "We like a good fight."
The swing was especially important for Harris since Biden's winning coalition from four years ago has shown signs of fraying over the summer -- particularly in Michigan, which has emerged as a focal point of Democratic divisions over Biden's handling of the Israel-Hamas conflict.
With the president now out of the race, leaders of the Arab American community and key unions say they are encouraged by Harris' running mate choice. Walz's addition to the ticket has soothed some tensions, signaling to some leaders that Harris had heard concerns about another leading contender for the vice presidential slot, Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, who they felt had gone too far in his support for Israel.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"The party is recognizing that there's a coalition they have to rebuild," said Abdullah Hammoud, the mayor of the heavily Arab American community of Dearborn, Michigan. "Picking Walz is another sign of good faith."
Lingering dissensions were nonetheless on display during Harris' Michigan speech, when she was interrupted by protesters opposing Israel's fighting with Hamas. At first, Harris said to those trying to disrupt her, "I am here because I believe in democracy and everybody's voice matters." 

    


That was a response similar to Biden's, who often said when interrupted at his rallies that protesters should be allowed to speak before being removed by security. Harris, however, then quickly pivoted to a tougher tack, continuing, "But I am speaking now." That sparked cheers from most of the audience.
"If you want Donald Trump to win, then say that," the vice president continued over the protesters. "Otherwise, I'm speaking."
Those demonstrating were eventually led away, but not before a tense confrontation between Harris supporters and protesters who screamed at one another. 
Trump, meanwhile, has emphasized appealing to Midwestern voters with his choice of Vance, an Ohio senator, as his running mate. Vance bracketed the Harris-Walz ticket with Michigan and Wisconsin appearances of his own Wednesday. 
He overlapped enough that while Harris was still greeting a group of Girl Scouts who came to see her arrive at Chippewa Valley Regional Airport in Wisconsin, Vance's campaign plane landed nearby and was taxiing in the distance. Harris posed for a group picture with the girls around the same time Vance was deplaning, and he began walking over to Air Force Two, trailed by his security detail.

    


The vice president eventually climbed into her motorcade, and it pulled away before they could interact. Still, that the pair came so close to doing so was unusual given the carefully scripted nature of campaign schedules.
"I just wanted to check out my future plane," Vance later told reporters, meaning that he'd travel on Air Force Two should he and Trump be elected in November. He also criticized Harris for not holding press conferences since she became a presidential candidate. 

    


"If those people want to call me weird I call it a badge of honor," Vance said, responding to a moniker Walz used to describe him that made the Minnesota governor notable online in the days before Harris tapped him as her running mate. 
Walz had some critical words for Vance in both Wisconsin and Michigan but trained most of his sharpest words on Trump, saying the former president "mocks our laws, he sows chaos and division amongst the people and that's to say nothing of the job he did as president."
Walz also stressed that he and Harris are promoting neighborliness and common community, even suggesting that his state's football fans were happy for Detroit's long-underperforming NFL team when it nearly made the most recent Super Bowl: "Vikings fans are proud of the Lions." 
The momentum could be pivotal in Detroit, which is nearly 80% Black, where leaders for months had warned administration officials that voter apathy could cost them in a city that's typically a stronghold for their party. 
Rev. Wendell Anthony, president of the NAACP Detroit branch, said the excitement in the city now is "mind-blowing." He likened it to Barack Obama's first presidential run in 2008, when voters waited in long lines to help elect the nation's first Black president. 
Some Democratic leaders in Michigan had grown concerned that choosing the wrong running mate could slow that momentum, however, and fracture a coalition that has only recently started to unify.
Arab American leaders, who hold significant influence in Michigan due to a large presence in metro Detroit, had been vocal in their opposition to Shapiro due to his past comments regarding the Israel-Hamas conflict. 
Those leaders specifically pointed to a comment he made earlier this year regarding protests on university campuses, which they felt unfairly compared the actions of student protesters to those of white supremacists. Shapiro, who is Jewish, has criticized Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu while remaining a staunch supporter of Israel.
Osama Siblani, the publisher of the Dearborn-based Arab American News and a prominent leader in Michigan's large Muslim community, was among those who met with White House adviser Tom Perez in Michigan last week. Perez has maintained contact with some Dearborn leaders since he and other top officials traveled there with Biden to mend ties with the community.
Siblani said he met with Perez for over an hour on July 29 and told him that if Harris chose Shapiro, it would "shut down" future conversations. 
"Not picking Shapiro is a very good step. It cracks the door open a little more for us," Siblani said.
___
Cappelletti reported from Michigan. Associated Press writers Mark Vancleave, in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, Scott Bauer in Madison, Wisconsin, Tom Krisher in Detroit, Isabella Volmert in Lansing, Michigan, and Will Weissert in Washington contributed to this report.
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An aid worker's airport disappearance stirs fear of repression following disputed Venezuela election
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                    In this undated family photo, Venezuelan Edni Lopez, a political science professor and award-winning poet, flashes a vee sign at her home in Caracas, Venezuela. (Courtesy of family via AP)
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            FILE - Family members of people who were detained during the recent protests against President Nicolas Maduro's reelection, gather outside the Boleita National Police detention center as they wait for news of their loved ones, in Caracas, Venezuela, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - Franchesca Aponte writes a note to her brother outside the Boleita National Police detention center after he was arrested during the recent protests against President Nicolas Maduro's reelection, in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. The note from Aponte and her mother reads in Spanish: "God bless you son. Your mother and sister are here. We love you." (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro holds a news conference at the Miraflores presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, July 31, 2024, three days after his disputed reelection. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - Police on a motorcycle leave the Boleita National Police detention center where some people arrested during recent protests against the official results of the presidential election are being held, in Caracas, Venezuela, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - A woman sits outside the Boleita National Police detention center where her boyfriend is being held after he was arrested during the recent protests against the official results of the presidential election, in Caracas, Venezuela, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - Ruling party leader Diosdado Cabello takes part in a rally in defense of President Nicolas Maduro's reelection in Caracas, Venezuela, Aug. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez, File)
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            FILE - Maritza Fernandez stands outside the Boleita National Police detention center after her partner was detained in recent days during opposition protests against the official results of the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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    Lee esta noticia en espanol: Desaparicion de una trabajadora humanitaria en aeropuerto aviva el temor a la represion en Venezuela


    



CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- The last time anyone heard from Edni Lopez was Sunday. The 33-year-old political science professor and award-winning poet was preparing to board a flight to Argentina to visit a friend when she texted from the airport that something was wrong with her passport.

"Migration took my passport because it's showing up as expired," she wrote her boyfriend in the message shared with The Associated Press. "I pray to God I don't get screwed because of a system error."

What happened next remains a mystery -- one contributing to the climate of fear and repression that has engulfed Venezuela following its disputed presidential election, the most serious wave of human rights abuses since Latin America's military dictatorships in the 1970s.

When Lopez's mother, Ninoska Barrios, and her friends learned she didn't board the flight, they started frantically combing detention centers. Finally, on Tuesday -- more than 48 hours later -- they learned she was being held, incommunicado, by Venezuela's feared military intelligence police on unknown criminal charges, unable to see an attorney or speak with her family.

"Please, give back my daughter," a sobbing Barrios pleaded Tuesday outside Venezuela's top human rights office in a video that went viral on social media. "It's not right that a Venezuelan mother has to go through all this."

    



Lopez's arrest isn't unique. Since the July 28 presidential election, security forces have rounded up more than 2,000 people for demonstrating against President Nicolas Maduro or casting doubt on his claim he won a third term despite strong evidence he lost the vote by a more than 2-to-1 margin. Another 24 have been killed, according to local human rights group Provea.

The spree of detentions -- urged on by Maduro himself -- is unprecedented, and puts Venezuela on pace to easily exceed those jailed during three previous crackdowns against Maduro's opponents.

Those arrested include journalists, political leaders, campaign staffers and an attorney defending protesters. Others have had their Venezuelan passports annulled trying to leave the country. One local activist even livestreamed her arrest by military intelligence officers as they broke into her home with a crowbar.

"You're entering my home arbitrarily, without any search warrant," Maria Oropeza, an opposition campaign leader in rural Portuguesa state, says in the livestream that abruptly ends after three minutes. "I'm not a delinquent. I'm just an average citizen who wants a different country."

    





The repression, much of it seemingly random and arbitrary, is having a chilling effect, said Phil Gunson, a Caracas-based analyst for the International Crisis Group.

"It's not just discouraging protests. People are scared to go on the streets, period," said Gunson, adding that parents of teenage boys are especially worried. "There's a sense that police have a quota to fill and anyone can be stopped and carted away as a suspected subversive."

The threats start at the top.

"They're hiding rats but we're going to grab them," ruling socialist party boss Diosdado Cabello said about several prominent opponents in an address to the Maduro-controlled legislature a day after the election.

    



Meanwhile, Maduro has called on Venezuelans to denounce election doubters via a government-run app originally created to report power outages and complaints about state-provided services. He also said the government was refurbishing two gang-dominated prisons to accommodate an expected surge of jailed guarimberos -- his dismissive term for middle-class protesters who barricaded themselves in the streets for weeks in 2014 and 2017.

"There will be no mercy," Maduro said on state TV. 

But complicating efforts to crush dissent is the changing face of the government's opponents.

While demonstrations have been far smaller and tamer than during past bouts of unrest, they're now more spontaneous, often leaderless and made up of youth -- some barely teenagers -- from Caracas' hillside slums who have traditionally been a rock solid base of support for the government.

"I don't care how many people have to die, " Cleiver Acuna, a 21-year-old tattoo artist, said at one recent grassroots march where protesters climbed up lampposts to tear down Maduro campaign posters. 

"What I want is my freedom. My homeland. I want to live in the Venezuela my grandparents once told me about."

    



Maria Corina Machado, the opposition powerhouse who rallied Venezuelans behind a last-minute stand-in candidate after she was barred from running against Maduro, has also urged restraint, reflecting the fear many feel.

"There are times to go out, times to meet, and demonstrate all our strength and determination and embrace each other, just as there are times to prepare, to organize, to communicate and to consult with our allies around the world, which are many," she said in a recorded message posted online Tuesday. 

"An operational pause is sometimes necessary."

But the swiftness of the government's clampdown does seem to be working. In just 10 days, security forces have rounded up nearly the same number of people as they did over five months in 2017, according to Provea.

"Operation Knock-Knock is a prime tool of state terrorism," said Oscar Murillo, the head of Provea, referring to the surprise, middle-of-the-night detentions touted as a scare tactic by Cabello and others.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    



In the low-income Caracas neighborhood of Catia, once a ruling party stronghold, no one talks politics these days. One woman closed her business when protests began nearby and ran home. Videos of the demonstration flooded her phone over the next several hours, but she deleted them for fear the government was tracking social media posts to identify critics.

"I could get arrested just for having them," she said.

The sudden silence is a sharp break from the hopeful mood preceding the election as emboldened opposition supporters confronted security forces who attempted to block anti-Maduro rallies. They served food, lent vehicles to opposition leader and opened their businesses to them despite knowing they would suffer retaliation from the police or have their businesses shut down.

Even before the current wave of unrest, Venezuela's human rights record was under intense scrutiny. Maduro is the target of an investigation by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity allegedly committed in the past.

Maduro's tactics have been likened to those in Central and South America in the 1970s when military dictatorships rounded up opponents and sometimes innocent bystanders. Many were killed, and in Argentina, some even drugged and dropped from airplanes into the ocean, with no trace of ever having been detained.

Maduro's alleged abuses have little in common with those "Dirty War" campaigns by state security forces.

    



But the goal of instilling fear is the same, said Santiago Canton, an Argentine lawyer and secretary general of the Geneva-based International Commission of Jurists, a watchdog group. 

Canton said Lopez's case reminded him of the disappearance in Argentina in 1977 of a female activist pulled off a plane bound for Venezuela and never seen again. At the time, oil-rich Venezuela was the wealthiest country in South America and a democratic refuge for exiles fleeing military regimes across the region. 

"What happened 50 years ago is unlikely to occur again," said Canton, who previously led the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. "But social media is a multiplier factor that didn't exist before so you can be more selective with the use of force and achieve the same results."

Meanwhile, Lopez's friends and family are at a loss to explain why she was targeted.

Since 2020, she's been carrying out relief work in poor communities, for which she was honored as one of Venezuela's "100 Protagonist Women" by the Netherlands' Embassy in Caracas. The work is strictly humanitarian and Lopez doesn't belong to any political movement. 

Her social media profile is similarly void of any anti-government content, consisting mainly of whimsical drawings of butterflies, poems she penned and pictures of beaches and sand dunes from her travels across Venezuela.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Cristina Ramirez, who moved to Argentina from Caracas eight years ago, joining an exodus of more than 7 million Venezuelans who've fled the country, said she bought a ticket for Lopez in May so her friend could enjoy a much-deserved vacation.

The two were looking forward to catching up after a long separation and a difficult year for Lopez, whose family is struggling financially. She worries that her friend, who takes medicine for diabetes, is suffering in prison without knowing what led to the nightmare.

"It was going to be her first trip outside Venezuela," said Ramirez in a phone interview. "I'm still waiting for her."





Goodman reported from Miami.
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich., with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Gov. Tim Walz and his fellow Democrats have enacted big changes in the two years that they've had full control of the Minnesota Legislature, from expansions of abortion and LGBTQ+ rights to tax credits and other initiatives aimed at making life easier for families. 
His record has delighted liberals and progressives and is a major reason why Vice President Kamala Harris chose him to be her running mate. He doesn't try to claim all the credit -- strong Democratic legislative leaders also played major roles. But his record continues to draw condemnation from Republicans, who say he squandered a huge budget surplus that should have been used for tax cuts, failed to prevent hundreds of millions of dollars in fraud, and acted too slowly to quell the violence that followed the murder of George Floyd.
Here's some of what Walz has done as governor and how it might connect to the campaign now that he's on the Democratic Party ticket:

    


REMOVING ABORTION RESTRICTIONS
Walz signed legislation codifying abortion rights, repealing essentially all the state's restrictions and adding protections for patients who travel from states where abortion is restricted. The governor joined Harris during her visit in March to a St. Paul Planned Parenthood clinic, where she paid tribute to Minnesota's leadership in what her office said was the first time a president or vice president had toured a facility that performs abortions. Among the restrictions eliminated were a 24-hour waiting period and parental consent requirements.




LGBTQ RIGHTS
Walz and his fellow Democrats also enacted new protections for the rights of LGBTQ+ people from Minnesota and other states to receive gender-affirming health care, specifically including families coming from elsewhere for treatment for trans children. The state also banned so-called conversion therapy for LGBTQ+ children and vulnerable adults.
GEORGE FLOYD

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Walz is under renewed fire for his response to the sometimes violent unrest that followed the murder of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer in 2020, which included the burning of a police station and numerous businesses. Former President Donald Trump has been repeating his false claim that he was responsible for deploying the National Guard to quell the violence. It was Walz who gave the order in response to requests from the mayors of Minneapolis and St. Paul, not Trump. But within Minnesota, GOP legislators said both Walz and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey were too slow to act. And there was finger-pointing between Frey and Walz over who was responsible for not activating the Guard faster. But the ensuing national reckoning on racial injustice also spurred the passage of police accountability measures in Minnesota.

    


FISCAL OVERSIGHT
Republicans say lax oversight by the Walz administration over pandemic programs cost taxpayers hundreds of millions of dollars. That includes one of the country's largest pandemic aid fraud cases, known as the Feeding Our Future scandal. Federal prosecutors charged 70 people with defrauding programs that funded meals for kids during the pandemic out of $250 million on Walz's watch. The Office of the Legislative Auditor, a nonpartisan watchdog, delivered a scathing report in June that said the state Department of Education "failed to act on warning signs" and was "ill-prepared to respond." Legislative Auditor Judy Randall told lawmakers that state agencies "don't necessarily approach their work with an oversight and a regulatory mindset." More recently, the administration has been criticized for payments to ineligible people for a bonus program for frontline workers, and overpayments of unemployment insurance.
BUDGET SURPLUSES

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election
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Walz has benefited from Minnesota's relatively strong economy, which generated enough tax revenues to provide decent surpluses at the start of the 2019 and 2021 budget cycles and an enormous $17.6 billion budget surplus for 2023 that gave Democrats plenty to spend on their priorities. Those had been building up for years and included big increases for K-12 and post-secondary education. Two of his proudest accomplishments are tax credits for families with children that were aimed at slashing childhood poverty and free school meals for all kids regardless of family income. Democrats also enacted a paid family and medical leave program that has been held up as a potential model for federal legislation. Republican lawmakers say most of that surplus should have been returned to taxpayers via permanent tax cuts. 

    


BIPARTISANSHIP
During his first term, Walz found ways to work with a Legislature that was split between a Democratic-controlled House and a Republican-led Senate. The arrangement was productive in his first year, but bipartisan cooperation frayed during the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, he relied on emergency powers to lead the state's response, which included lockdowns, closing schools and churches, and shuttering businesses. Once Democrats took full control of the Legislature in 2023, they didn't need Republican votes for much except for a $2.6 billion public infrastructure package in 2023 that required supermajorities in each chamber.

    


LEGALIZING MARIJUANA
Under Walz's watch, Minnesota became the 23rd state to legalize recreational marijuana for adults. But Minnesota still doesn't have a functioning legal marketplace. Developing the program has gone slowly, so the only places now selling non-medical marijuana legally are dispensaries on Native American reservations that aren't subject to state law. Walz's first choice to head the state's Office of Cannabis Management stepped aside just one day after her appointment last September after it was revealed that the administration's vetting process failed to discover that her business sold products exceeding state limits on THC potency, owed money to former associates and accumulated tens of thousands of dollars in tax liens. The office is still without a permanent leader.

    


VOTING
Walz signed legislation to make it easier to vote in Minnesota, where it was already pretty simple, and shoring up state-level protections for voting rights that federal courts had eroded. One major change was restoring the rights of convicted felons to vote as soon as they get out of prison, instead of having to wait until their supervised release ends. It was framed as an issue of racial equity. After Walz became Harris' running mate, conservatives cited it as evidence that he's soft on crime. But the Minnesota Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld the law against a challenge by conservatives who said it was unconstitutional. The law extended voting rights to at least 55,000 people who had been ineligible.
GUN SAFETY
Minnesota's first lady, Gwen Walz, used her position to back up his advocacy of gun safety measures, including legislation her husband signed in 2023 to require universal background checks for gun transfers and a "red flag" law to let authorities temporarily take guns from people ruled a risk to themselves or others. 
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Bangladesh's incoming interim leader Muhammad Yunus appeals for calm. He'll take office Thursday

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia urged people not to follow the path of destruction in Bangladesh as she addressed her supporters from a hospital bed at a rally in Dhaka. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)
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            Ex-Bangladeshi PM Khaleda Zia addresses huge rally in Dhaka

        
        
            Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia urged people not to follow the path of destruction in Bangladesh as she addressed her supporters from a hospital bed at a rally in Dhaka. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ex-Bangladeshi PM Khaleda Zia addresses huge rally in Dhaka
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            Muhammad Yunus leaves Paris for Bangladesh, expected to lead interim govt

        
        
            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus arrived at a French airport on Wednesday to depart for Bangladesh where he is expected to head the country's interim government. As he traveled to Dhaka people in the capital reacted to the news of the latest political twist in the country.
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus gestures while speaking to the media upon arriving at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            People gather in front of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) headquarters during a rally in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            People gather in front of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) headquarters during a protest rally in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus checks in his luggage at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus stands with his luggage at the check-in desk at Charles de Gaulle's airport in Roissy, north of Paris, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Students clean pillars that were vandalised with graffiti in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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            People walk past a vandalised shopping center in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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            A student volunteer controls traffic, in the absence of traffic policemen on a street in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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            People participate in a candlelight vigil to pay tribute to victims of recent countrywide violence, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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            A girl participates in a candlelight vigil to pay tribute to victims of recent countrywide violence, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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            People read newspapers pasted on a wall in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 17 | 
            Military personnel stand guard on a street as members of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) walk to take part in a rally in front of the party's headquarters in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 17

                                    
                                    Military personnel stand guard on a street as members of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) walk to take part in a rally in front of the party's headquarters in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 17 | 
            Students clean a wall that was vandalised with graffiti in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Bangladesh's incoming interim leader Muhammad Yunus appealed for calm Wednesday and urged all parties to help the country rebuild after weeks of violence that killed hundreds and prompted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to resign and flee to India.
Yunus, a Nobel peace laureate, was in Paris for the Olympics when he was named interim leader following talks among military officials, civic leaders and the student activists who led the uprising against a prime minister seen as increasingly autocratic. Yunus made his first public comments in the French capital Wednesday before boarding a plane to return home.
He congratulated the student protesters, saying they had made "our second Victory Day possible," and appealed to them and other stakeholders to remain peaceful, while condemning any violence since Hasina's resignation Monday.

    


"Violence is our enemy. Please don't create more enemies. Be calm and get ready to build the country," Yunus said. 
Bangladesh's military chief, Gen. Waker-Uz-Zaman said in a televised address that Yunus would be sworn in Thursday night and that he expected him to usher in a "beautiful democratic" process. The military leader said that those responsible for violence since Hasina's resignation would be brought to justice. 




Yunus, who was awarded the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize for his work developing microcredit markets, told reporters in Paris: "I'm looking forward to going back home and seeing what's happening there, and how we can organize ourselves to get out of the trouble that we are in.''

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Asked when elections would be held, he put his hands up as if to indicate it was too early to say. ''I'll go and talk to them. I'm just fresh in this whole area.''
A tribunal in Dhaka earlier on Wednesday acquitted Yunus in a labor law violation case, involving a telecommunication company he founded, in which he was convicted and sentenced to six months in jail. He had been released on bail in the case. 

    


Ailing opposition leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia also urged calm on Wednesday, a day after the country's figurehead president ordered her release from house arrest. 
Zia urged her supporters not to follow a path of destruction, in an address at a rally via video link from her hospital bed. It was her first public speech since 2018, when she was convicted of corruption charges and jailed.
"No destruction, no anger, and no revenge, we need love and peace to rebuild our country," she told members of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party. 
Zia's son and the acting head of the party, Tarique Rahman also addressed the crowd online from London, where he has been living in exile since 2008. Rahman faces several criminal cases and was convicted of corruption and a grenade attack, charges dismissed by supporters as politically motivated. 
Zia, who ruled the country from 2001 to 2006, had been sentenced in 2018 to 17 years in prison. Her party said the case was aimed at keeipng her away from politics. Hasina's then-government denied the allegation. 

    


On Wednesday, the capital Dhaka was calm two days after violence gripped the country amid Hasina's sudden departure. Students activists cleaned streets and managed traffic in parts of Dhaka, after police went on strike earlier in the week following violent attacks on police stations. 
The country's newly appointed police chief, Mainul Islam, ordered officers to return to work by Thursday evening. 
Bangladesh's President Mohammed Shahabuddin, a symbolic figure temporarily acting as the chief executive under the constitution, asked security officials on Wednesday to take stern action against any troublemakers. 
The president had dissolved Parliament on Tuesday, clearing the path for an interim administration that is expected to schedule new elections, but it's not clear when they will take place. 
Shahabuddin named Yunus as the head of an interim government in consultation with the army, student leaders and other stakeholders. Yunus, an economist and banker, has been a longtime opponent of Hasina, who had called him a "bloodsucker" allegedly for using force to extract loan repayments from rural poor, mainly women. Yunus has denied the allegations. 

    


Violence in days surrounding Hasina's resignation killed at least 109 people -- including 14 police officers, and left hundreds of others injured, according to media reports, which could not be independently confirmed. Reports said more attacks took place across the country also on Tuesday. The looting of firearms also was reported in local media. 
In the southwestern district of Satkhira, 596 prisoners and detainees escaped from a jail after an attack on the facility Monday evening, the United News of Bangladesh agency reported.
Homes of former ministers and MPs belonging to Hasina's party were looted, torched or vandalized. People were seen on social media taking valuables from the home of Hasina's younger sister in Dhaka's Gulshan area. Four separate neighbors confirmed the looting in comments to The Associated Press. 

    


Local media also reported that ruling party officials were among the dead in this week's violence, mostly outside Dhaka. There also were reports of violence against the Hindu community and other minorities, triggering condemnation from Human Rights Watch. Details of that violence could not be independently confirmed.
Opposition politicians have publicly called on people not to attack minority groups, while student leaders asked supporters to guard Hindu temples and other places of worship. 
The unrest began in July with protests against a quota system for government jobs, which critics said favored people with connections to Hasina's party. But they soon grew into a broader challenge to Hasina's 15-year rule, which was marked by human rights abuses, corruption, allegations of rigged elections and a brutal crackdown on her opponents. More than 300 people died in just a few weeks.
The quick move to choose Yunus came when Hasina's resignation created a power vacuum and left the future unclear for Bangladesh, which has a history of military rule, messy politics and myriad crises. 
The military, which took temporary control until the interim government could be sworn in, wields significant influence in a country that has seen more than 20 coups or coup attempts since its independence from Pakistan in 1971. 
Many fear that Hasina's departure could trigger even more instability in the densely populated nation of some 170 million people, which is already dealing with high unemployment, corruption and a complex strategic relationship with India, China and the United States. 
Hasina, 76, was elected to a fourth consecutive term in January, in an election boycotted by her main opponents. Thousands of opposition members were jailed before the vote, and the U.S. and U.K. denounced the result as not credible.
----
Associated Press writers Andrea Rosa and Ahmed Hatem contributed to this report from Paris.
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Hunter Biden was hired by Romanian businessman trying to 'influence' US agencies, prosecutors say
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                    FILE - Hunter Biden departs from federal court June 11, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hunter Biden was hired by a Romanian businessman accused of corruption who was trying to "influence U.S. government policy" during Joe Biden's term as vice president, prosecutors said in court papers Wednesday. 
Special counsel David Weiss' team said Hunter Biden's business associate will testify at the upcoming federal tax trial of the president's son about the arrangement with the executive, Gabriel Popoviciu, who was facing criminal investigation at the time in Romania. 
The allegations are likely to bring a fresh wave of criticism of Hunter Biden's foreign business dealings, which have been the center of Republicans' investigations into the president's family. Hunter Biden has blasted Republican inquiries into his family's business affairs as politically motivated, and has insisted he never involved his father in his business.

    


An attorney for Hunter Biden didn't immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday. 
Prosecutors plan to introduce evidence that Hunter Biden and his business associate "received compensation from a foreign principal who was attempting to influence U.S. policy and public opinion," according to the filing. Popoviciu wanted U.S. government agencies to probe the Romanian bribery investigation he was facing in the hopes that would end his legal trouble, according to prosecutors. 




Popoviciu is identified only in court papers as G.P., but the details line up with information released in the congressional investigation and media reporting about Hunter Biden's legal work in Romania. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Popoviciu was sentenced to seven years in prison in 2017 after being convicted of real estate fraud. He denied any wrongdoing. An attorney who previously represented Popoviciu didn't immediately respond to a phone message Wednesday. 
Prosecutors say Hunter Biden agreed with his business associate to help Popoviciu fight the criminal charges against him. But prosecutors say they were concerned that "lobbying work might cause political ramifications" for Joe Biden, so the arrangement was structured in a way that "concealed the true nature of the work" for Popoviciu, prosecutors allege. 

    


Hunter Biden's business associate and Popoviciu signed an agreement to make it look like Popoviciu's payments were for "management services to real estate prosperities in Romania." However, prosecutors said, "That was not actually what G.P. was paying for." 
In fact, Popoviciu and Hunter's business associate agreed that they would be paid for their work to "attempt to influence U.S. government agencies to investigate the Romanian investigation," prosecutors said. Hunter Biden's business associate was paid more than $3 million, which was split with Hunter and another business partner, prosecutors say. 
The claims were made in court papers as prosecutors responded to a request by Hunter Biden's legal team to bar from his upcoming trial any reference to allegations of improper political influence that have dogged the president's son for years. While Republicans' investigation has raised ethical questions, no evidence has emerged that the president acted corruptly or accepted bribes in his current role or his previous office as vice president.

    


Hunter Biden's lawyers have said in court papers that he has been "the target of politically motivated attacks and conspiracy theories" about his foreign business dealings. But they noted he "has never been charged with any crime relating to these unfounded allegations, and the Special Counsel should thus be precluded from even raising such issues at trial." 
Hunter Biden's trial set to begin next month in Los Angeles centers on charges that he failed to pay at least $1.4 million in taxes over four years during a period in which he has acknowledged struggling with a drug addiction. 
Prosecutors say they won't introduce any evidence that Hunter Biden was directly paid by a foreign government "or evidence that the defendant received compensation for actions taken by his father that impacted national or international politics." 

    


Still, prosecutors say what Hunter Biden agreed to do for Popoviciu is relevant at trial because it "demonstrates his state and mind and intent" during the years he's accused of failing to pay his taxes. 
"It is also evidence that the defendant's actions do not reflect someone with a diminished capacity, given that he agreed to attempt to influence U.S. public policy and receive millions of dollars" in the agreement with his business associate, prosecutors wrote. 
The tax trial comes months after Hunter Biden was convicted of three felony charges over the purchase of a gun in 2018. Prosecutors argued that the president's son lied on a mandatory gun-purchase form by saying he was not illegally using or addicted to drugs. 
He could face up to 25 years in prison at sentencing set for Nov. 13 in Wilmington, Delaware, but as a first-time offender he is likely to get far less time or avoid prison entirely.
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Trump praised Minnesota Gov. Walz in 2020 for response to unrest over Floyd's murder, audio shows
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich., with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- While former President Donald Trump and running mate JD Vance have been hammering Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz over his response to the violence that erupted after George Floyd's murder, Trump told the governor at the time that he fully agreed with how Walz handled it.
"What they did in Minneapolis was incredible. They went in and dominated, and it happened immediately," Trump told Walz and other governors and officials in a phone call on June 1, 2020. The Associated Press on Wednesday obtained an audio recording of the call, which has taken on new significance now that Walz has been tapped as Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate against Trump and Vance.
Other administration officials on the call included Defense Secretary Mark Esper; Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and Attorney General William Barr.

    


ABC News reported on the call earlier Wednesday, a day after Harris introduced Walz as her vice presidential pick. CNN posted a transcript of the call back in 2020.
Protests erupted in Minneapolis and around the world after Floyd was murdered by Derek Chauvin, a white former officer who knelt on the Black man's neck for nearly 9 1/2 minutes, on May 25, 2020. A bystander video captured Floyd's fading cries of "I can't breathe." His death forced a reckoning with police brutality and racism. Some of the protests turned violent. 




Walz mobilized the Minnesota National Guard three days later to help restore order to Minneapolis after rioting that included the burning of a police station and numerous businesses. Trump offered federal help to Walz later that day, but the governor did not take him up on it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During a May 2024 fundraiser in St. Paul, Trump repeated a claim he had been making lately that he was responsible for deploying the National Guard. "The entire city was burning down. ... If you didn't have me as president, you wouldn't have Minneapolis today," Trump told a Republican audience. Trump made similar claims at a rally in St. Cloud last month.

    


It was actually Walz who gave the mobilization order in response to requests from the mayors of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Although Walz came under criticism at the time for not moving faster. There was finger-pointing between Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey and Walz on who bore responsibility for the delays. 
Trump, in the June 1, 2020, call, described Walz as "an excellent guy" and later said: "I don't blame you. I blame the mayor." The president didn't criticize the governor at the time.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Tim, you called up big numbers and the big numbers knocked them out so fast, it was like bowling pins," Trump said.
But Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt put a different spin on the call in a statement to the AP on Wednesday.
"Governor Walz allowed Minneapolis to burn for days, despite President Trump's offer to deploy soldiers and cries for help from the liberal Mayor of Minneapolis," Leavitt said. "In this daily briefing phone call with Governors on June 1, days after the riots began, President Trump acknowledged Governor Walz for FINALLY taking action to deploy the National Guard to end the violence in the city."
Walz did thank Trump on the call, as well as Esper and Milley, "for your strategic guidance, very helpful. ... Yeah, our city is grieving and in pain."
___
Merica reported from Washington.
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Tropical Storm Debby doles out repeat deluges for weather-weary residents

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the eastern U.S. Debby was centered just east of Savannah on Tuesday afternoon. (AP Video: John Minchillo)
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            Residents clean up after Tropical Storm Debby drenches South Carolina

        
        
            Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the eastern U.S. Debby was centered just east of Savannah on Tuesday afternoon. (AP Video: John Minchillo)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Residents clean up after Tropical Storm Debby drenches South Carolina
Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the eastern U.S. Debby was centered just east of Savannah on Tuesday afternoon. (AP Video: John Minchillo)
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            Thunderstorms with heavy rain cause flooding across New York City

        
        
            Severe thunderstorms with heavy rain caused widespread flooding across New York City and parts of the Tri-State area on Tuesday, according to WABC-TV.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Thunderstorms with heavy rain cause flooding across New York City
Severe thunderstorms with heavy rain caused widespread flooding across New York City and parts of the Tri-State area on Tuesday, according to WABC-TV.
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            New Yorkers are warned from the skies about impending danger from storms as city deploys drones

        
        
            New York City emergency management officials are turning high-tech, using drones to warn residents about potential threatening weather.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        New Yorkers are warned from the skies about impending danger from storms as city deploys drones
New York City emergency management officials are turning high-tech, using drones to warn residents about potential threatening weather.
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            Small businesses reflect on heavy rain after Tropical Storm Debby drenches Florida

        
        
            Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the region. Small businesses in Live Oak, Florida, have been hit hard by the heavy rain. (AP Video by Daniel Kozin and AP Production by Ao Gao)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Small businesses reflect on heavy rain after Tropical Storm Debby drenches Florida
Tropical Storm Debby has drenched coastal cities in Georgia and South Carolina and is not finished bringing heavy rain to the region. Small businesses in Live Oak, Florida, have been hit hard by the heavy rain. (AP Video by Daniel Kozin and AP Production by Ao Gao)
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            Charles Grainger cleans up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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                                    Charles Grainger cleans up around his house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            Keon Johnson and his wife Zyla Johnson, left, talk about how to get to work since his house on Tappan Zee Drive that was flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Keon Johnson steps out of his stalled car on the street near his house that has been flooded for three days due to heavy rains from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 17

                                    
                                    Nelma Taylor cleans up flood waters around her house in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 17 | 
            A resident walks through flood waters in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 17

                                    
                                    A resident walks through flood waters in the historic district of French Quarter Creek as flood waters recede from Tropical Storm Debby, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Huger, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 17 | 
            James Bartley sits on a folding chair in his garage as he waits for storm water from Tropical Storm Debby recede, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Keon Johnson leaves his house on his way to work down a street that flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby and still hasn't drained, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 17

                                    
                                    Keon Johnson leaves his house on his way to work down a street that flooded on Monday from Tropical Storm Debby and still hasn't drained, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Pooler, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 17 | 
            Rebecca Fanning, right, who works for the town of Sullivan's Island, inspects flood waters as Charles Drayton, also an employee of Sullivan's Island and his son McKain, 8, walk behind on Atlantic Ave. as Tropical Storm Debby approaches, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Sullivan's Island, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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            People stand in front of a house damaged after a tree fell on top of it in Avon Lake, Ohio, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Joshua Gunter/Cleveland.com via AP)
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            A tree gets cut up in Bay Village, Ohio as storm cleanup begins after damaging winds blasted Northeast Ohio, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Joshua Gunter/Cleveland.com via AP)
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            A surfer takes advantage of the large surf as Tropical Storm Debby approaches, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Isle of Palms, S.C. (AP Photo/Mic Smith)
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                                        HUGER, S.C. (AP) -- Days of rain forced the deluge-hardened residents of a South Carolina community to begin the near-ritualistic task of assessing damage left behind by Tropical Storm Debby, which continued spinning over the Atlantic Ocean and influencing thunderstorms from the East Coast to the Great Lakes on Wednesday.
In Huger, about 15 miles (24 kilometers) northeast of Charleston, Gene Taylor was waiting in the afternoon for a few inches of water to drain from his house along French Quarter Creek as high tide passed. 
Taylor saw the potential for flooding last week and started moving belongings out or up higher in his home. It's a lesson learned the hard way -- Taylor estimated that this is the fourth time he has had floodwater in his home in the past nine years.
"To save everything, we've learned from the past it's better be prepared for the worst. And unfortunately, I think we got it," Taylor said.

    


A few doors down, Charles Grainger was cleaning up after about 8 inches (20 centimeters) of water got into his home. 
"Eight inches disrupts your whole life," Grainger said. "You don't get used to it. You just grin and bear it. It's part of living on the creek."




The National Hurricane Center warned that isolated areas could see up to 25 inches (64 centimeters) of rain from Debby. Additionally, the National Weather Service's office in Charleston said survey teams confirmed four-Debby related tornadoes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Georgia, at least four dams were breached northwest of Savannah in Bulloch County, but no deaths had been reported, authorities said at a briefing.
More than 75 people were rescued from floodwaters in the county, said Corey Kemp, director of emergency management, and about 100 roads were closed.
"We've been faced with a lot of things we've never been faced with before," Bulloch County Commission Chairman Roy Thompson said. "I'm 78-plus years old and have never seen anything like this before in Bulloch County. It's amazing what has happened, and amazing what is going to continue to happen until all these waters get out of here."

    


For residents on Tappan Zee Drive in suburban Pooler, west of Savannah, Georgia, the drenching that Debby delivered came with a painful dose of deja vu. In October 2016, Hurricane Matthew overflowed a nearby canal and flooded several of the same homes.
Located roughly 30 miles (50 kilometers) inland from the Atlantic Ocean, with no creeks or rivers nearby, the neighborhood doesn't seem like a high-risk location for tropical flooding. But residents say drainage problems have plagued their street for well over a decade, despite local government efforts to fix them.
Debby also dumped rain on communities all the way up to the Great Lakes and New York and New Jersey. Moisture from the tropical storm strengthened another system Tuesday evening, which caused strong thunderstorms, according to National Weather Service meteorologist Scott Kleebauer.
"We had a multi-round period of showers and thunderstorms that kind of scooted from Michigan eastward," Kleebauer said.

    


As much as 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain fell in parts of New Jersey in less than four hours.
Emergency officials in New York City warned of potential flash flooding, flying drones with loudspeakers in some neighborhoods to tell people in basement apartments to be ready to flee at a moment's notice. Multiple water rescues were reported in and near the city.
Nearly 330,000 customers remained without power in Ohio as of Wednesday afternoon, according to PowerOutage.us, following severe storms including two confirmed tornadoes. Utility officials with FirstEnergy's Illuminating Company said via social media that power restoration would take days due to the damage. 
In South Carolina, Gov. Henry McMaster said his state was just entering Act 2 of a three-act play, after more than 60 homes were damaged but roads and water systems were without significant problems.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Tropical Storm Debby swirls over Atlantic, still dumping rain on the Carolinas before moving north
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Norman Hall reports Tropical Storm Debby continues to inundate the Southeast coast.

    

"We've been lucky so far. Things have not been as bad as they could have been," McMaster said. 
Act 2 was to arrive overnight into Thursday when Debby moves back onshore and heavy rain returns, this time to the northern part of the coast and inland. An additional 4 to 8 inches (10 to 20 centimeters) of rain could fall, said John Quagliariello, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Columbia. 

    


"It may not be as catastrophic as what we were saying, but we still think as these rain bands develop they could sit over the same area for long periods of time, produce a lot of rainfall and a lot of flooding," Quagliariello said.
The final act may come next week if enough rain falls upstream in North Carolina to cause major flooding along rivers as it flows to the Atlantic Ocean.
The center of Debby was over the Atlantic on Wednesday evening, about 40 miles (65 kilometers) east-southeast of Charleston, the National Hurricane Center said. The storm first made landfall as a Category 1 hurricane early Monday along Florida's Gulf Coast.

    


A state of emergency was in effect for both North Carolina and Virginia. Maryland issued a state of preparedness declaration that coordinates preparations without declaring an emergency.
At least six people have died due to the storm, five of them in traffic accidents or from fallen trees. The sixth death involved a 48-year-old man in Gulfport, Florida, whose body was recovered after his anchored sailboat partially sank.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Charleston, South Carolina, the Brown Dog Deli closed early Monday and couldn't open Tuesday due to a curfew decreed by local officials. On Wednesday the lunch crowd poured in after days of storm preparations and hunkering down. The first words from the person answering the phone were: "Yes, we're open."
"We've got a lot of locals walking in after being cooped up for two days looking for a good meal," kitchen manager Liz Denney said. 
Some water got around the sandbags that employees placed Monday, but the restaurant has had worse flooding other times in the past year, Denney said. The standing water and the occasional interruption, she added, is just part of living on the coast.
"It comes with the territory," Denney said.
___
Collins reported from Columbia, South Carolina. Associated Press journalists Russ Bynum in Pooler, Georgia; Bruce Shipkowski in Toms River, New Jersey; and Jeff Martin in Atlanta contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-tropical-storm-debby-flooding-tornados-3d3e634978b9a03790c4e998b20505c7
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Organizers cancel Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna over fears of an attack

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts as part of her Eras Tour.
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts.
Swift was scheduled to play at the Austrian capital's Ernst Happel Stadium on Thursday, Friday and Saturday as part of her Eras Tour. 
Event organizer Barracuda Music said in a post on its Instagram channel late Wednesday that "we have no choice but to cancel the three scheduled shows for everyone's safety." It cited government officials' "confirmation" of a planned attack at the stadium.
Earlier Wednesday, authorities said they had arrested two suspected extremists, one of whom appeared to be planning an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the upcoming concerts. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Organizers cancel Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna over fears of an attack
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on Taylor Swift's Vienna concerts being canceled.

    

The 19-year-old main suspect was arrested in Ternitz, south of Vienna, and the second person in the Austrian capital. 

    


Franz Ruf, the public security director at Austria's interior ministry, said authorities were aware of "preparatory actions" for a possible attack "and also that there is a focus by the 19-year-old perpetrator on the Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna," the Austria Press Agency reported.




Ruf said the 19-year-old had pledged an oath of allegiance to the Islamic State group.
The Austrian citizen is believed to have become radicalized on the internet. Ruf said that chemical substances were secured and were being evaluated. He didn't give more details.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The cancelation came hours after authorities said security measures for the Swift concerts would be stepped up. Ruf said that there would be a special focus among other things on entry checks and concertgoers should plan a bit more time.
Vienna police chief Gerhard Purstl said at the same time that, while any concrete danger had been minimized, an abstract risk justified raising security.

    


Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer said in a post on social network X that "the cancelation of the Taylor Swift concerts by the organizers is a bitter disappointment for all fans in Austria."
"The situation surrounding the apparently planned terror attack in Vienna was very serious," he wrote. But he added that, thanks to intensive cooperation between police, Austrian and foreign intelligence, "the threat could be recognized early on, tackled and a tragedy prevented."
Barracuda Music said that "all tickets will be automatically refunded within the next 10 business days." The same wording was posted under the Vienna dates on Swift's official website.
The Vienna stadium had been sold out for the planned concerts, APA reported, with an estimated 170,000 fans expected for the concerts in Austria.
Swift fans took to social media to express their devastation at missing out on one of the superstar's shows. Some who posted on X lamented months of now-wasted efforts to make friendship bracelets and pick out fashionable outfits for the performance.
Annmarie Timmins, a journalist who traveled from the U.S. for Thursday's show, said she and her husband were waiting for the subway after dinner when they heard the news. 

    


"I can't even believe it," she said. "There was a girl with her mom who looked so sad - even more than me. I gave her one of my bracelets. I wanted to hug her."
In 2017, an attack at an Ariana Grande concert in Manchester, England killed 22 people. Suicide bomber Salman Abedi set up a knapsack bomb in Manchester Arena at the end of Grande's concert as thousands of young fans were leaving. More than 100 people were injured. Abedi died in the explosion.
An official inquiry reported last year that Britain's domestic intelligence agency, MI5, didn't act swiftly enough on key information and missed a significant opportunity to prevent the bombing, the deadliest extremist attack in the U.K. in recent years.
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British police prepared for far-right agitators. They found peaceful anti-racism protesters instead

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Left wing anti-racism protesters rallied in North Finchley in London late Wednesday to counter far-right anti-immigrant agitators amid concerns of another night of violence across the country. The peaceful crowds gathered in such large numbers that they either vastly outnumbered anti-immigrant agitators -- or there was no protest to counter. (AP Video: Niko Price and Mimmi Montgomery)


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    19
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 19 | 
            General view of people gathering to protest against a planned far-right anti-immigration protest in Walthamstow, London, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 .(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A counter protester stands in front of police in Liverpool, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls.(AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Counter protestors gather in Birmingham, England, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            Police officers detain a person during an anti-immigration protest in Blackpool, England, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (PA via AP)
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            Counter protestors gather in Brentford, London, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            General view of people gathering to protest against a planned far-right anti-immigration protest in Walthamstow, London, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 .(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            A counter protestors holds a placard in front of boarded up windows in Liverpool, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls.(AP Photo/Jon Super)
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            Windows boarded up in Bristol, England, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            Windows boarded up in Bristol, England, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            Counter protestors gather in North Finchley, London, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            Protesters demonstrate against a planned far-right anti-immigration protest in London, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 .(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)(AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Counter protestors gather in Brentford, London, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, ahead of anti-immigration groups planning to target dozens of locations throughout the country following a week of rioting fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. (PA via AP)
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            Counter protesters gather ahead of an anti-immigration protest in Birmingham, England, Wednesday, Aug., 7, 2024. (PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Far-right demonstrations that had been anticipated by police in dozens of locations across Britain failed to materialize Wednesday as peaceful anti-racism protesters instead showed up in force.
Police had prepared for another night of violence at 100 locations following a week of rioting and disorder fueled by misinformation over a stabbing attack against young girls. Many businesses had boarded up windows and closed down in fear of what lay ahead.
Stand up to Racism and other groups had planned counter-protests in response, but in most places they reclaimed their streets with nothing to oppose.
In London, Bristol, Oxford, Liverpool and Birmingham, large, peaceful crowds gathered outside agencies and law firms specializing in immigration that had been listed by internet chat groups as possible targets of far-right activity. 

    


In resounding choruses they chanted: "Whose streets? Our streets!"
It was a vast change from the chaos that has erupted on streets throughout England and Belfast, Northern Ireland, since July 30.
Cities and towns have been wracked by riots and looting for the past week as angry mobs, encouraged by far-right extremists, clashed with police and counter-demonstrators. The disturbances began after misinformation spread about the stabbing rampage that killed three girls in the seaside community of Southport, with social media users falsely identifying the suspect as an immigrant and a Muslim.




Rioters spouting anti-immigrant slogans have attacked mosques and hotels housing asylum-seekers, creating fear in Muslim and immigrant communities. In recent days, reports have emerged of violent counterattacks in some areas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The head of London's Metropolitan Police Service said earlier Wednesday that officers were focused on protecting immigration lawyers and services. In addition to thousands of officers already deployed, about 1,300 specialist forces were on standby in case of serious trouble in London.

    


"We'll protect those people,'' Commissioner Mark Rowley said. "It is completely unacceptable, regardless of your political views, to intimidate any sector of lawful activity, and we will not let the immigration asylum system be intimidated."
By early late evening, though, with the exception of scattered disturbances and some arrests, trouble had not erupted. 
A crowd of immigrant supporters that quickly grew to several hundred in the London neighborhood of North Finchley found themselves largely alone with several dozen police officers.
The crowd chanted "refugees welcome" and "London against racism." Some held signs saying "Stop the far right," "Migration is not a crime" and "Finchley against Fascism." 
At one point, an unruly man who had been shouting at the group and pulling his shirt up to show off an eagle tattoo was punched by a protester. He was led away by someone and officers questioned a possible suspect. 
Outside an immigration center in the Walthamstow area in east London, an anti-racism protest leader barked "fascist scum" to which a crowd of hundreds responded: "off our streets."

    


In Liverpool, hundreds showed up to defend the Asylum Link immigration center. A grandmother held a placard reading "Nans Against Nazis" and someone else held a sign saying, "When the poor blame the poor only the rich win."
Prime Minister Keir Starmer has described the previous disturbances as "far-right thuggery," rejecting any suggestion that the riots were about the government's immigration policies. He has warned that anyone taking part in the violence would "face the full force of the law."
Police have made more than 400 arrests and are considering using counter-terrorism laws to prosecute some rioters. The government has pledged to prosecute those responsible for the disorder, including those who use social media to incite the violence.
Among the first to be sentenced was Derek Drummond, 58, who received three years in prison after admitting to violent disorder and punching a police officer in the face in Southport on July 30. He was one of three men jailed after their cases were heard Wednesday at Liverpool Crown Court.

    


"The three men sentenced today are the tip of the iceberg, and just the start of what will be a very painful process for many who foolishly chose to involve themselves in violent unrest,'' said Jonathan Egan, the senior district crown prosecutor. "Many of those involved will be sent to prison for a long time."
London Mayor Sadiq Khan said in a post on X that the police, city hall and community leaders were working to protect targeted buildings and places of worship.
"I know the shocking scenes have left many Muslims and minority ethnic communities scared and fearful, so I ask my fellow Londoners to check on their friends and neighbors and show them that care and compassion is what Londoners are all about," he said.

    


In Walthamstow, real estate agents shut down storefronts early and told staff to work from home. The Nags Head pub informed customers via social media it wouldn't open because of "potential protest." The council closed the local library.
Smaller communities were affected as well. Businesses owners in Westcliff-on-Sea, in southern England, boarded up shopfronts.
Saira Hussain, who runs a small architectural practice, described the unrest as "upsetting.''
"I'm a third-generation British Pakistani,'' she said. "I was born here, studied here, trade here and employ people from this country. I bet I've contributed much more to this country than any of these people that are causing trouble."
___
Associated Press writers Niko Price and Alix Kroeger in London contributed.
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EPA issues rare emergency ban on pesticide that damages fetuses
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                    FILE - The sign for the Environmental Protection Agency is shown in Washington on Sept. 21, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- For the first time in roughly 40 years, the Environmental Protection Agency used its emergency authority to halt the sale of a weed-killing pesticide that harms the development of unborn babies.
Officials took the rare step because the pesticide DCPA, or Dacthal, could cause irreversible damage to fetuses, including impaired brain development and low birthweight. The agency struggled to obtain vital health data from the pesticide's manufacturer on time and decided it was not safe to allow continued sale, EPA said in an announcement Tuesday.
"In this case, pregnant women who may never know they were exposed could give birth to babies that experience irreversible lifelong health problems," said Michal Freedhoff, assistant administrator for EPA's Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention. 
DCPA is mostly used on broccoli, cabbage and certain other crops and about 84,000 pounds were used on average in 2018 and 2020, officials said.

    


In 2023, the EPA assessed the pesticide's risks and found it was dangerous even if a worker wore personal protective equipment. The manufacturer had instructed people to stay off fields where the pesticide had been applied for 12 hours, but agency officials said it could linger at dangerous levels for more than 25 days.


The pesticide is made by AMVAC Chemical Corp. The company did not immediately return a request for comment late Wednesday. In comments to the EPA earlier this year, the company said new protocols could help keep people safe. It proposed longer waiting periods before workers enter fields where the pesticide was applied and limits on how much of the chemical could be handled.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal officials said the company's proposed changes weren't enough. The emergency order was necessary because the normal review process would take too long and leave people at risk, according to the agency's statement.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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FAA has doubled its enforcement cases against Boeing since a door plug blew off a 737 Max
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            FILE - This image taken Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, and released by the National Transportation Safety Board, shows the section of a a Boeing 737 Max where a door plug fell while Alaska Airlines Flight 1282 was in flight. (NTSB via AP, File)
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            FILE - This photo released by the National Transportation Safety Board shows the door plug that fell from Alaska Airlines Flight 1282 on Jan. 8, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (National Transportation Safety Board via AP, file)
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                                        A federal Aviation Administration official said Wednesday that the agency has 16 pending enforcement cases against Boeing, half of which have been opened since a door plug blew off a 737 Max in midflight. 
The increase in cases was disclosed Wednesday during a National Transportation Safety Board hearing into the accident, which happened during an Alaska Airlines flight on Jan. 5. 
Brian Knaup, who helps manage the FAA's oversight of Boeing, said one of the open cases involves the removal of parts that have already been installed on airplanes in production. 
That is apparently what caused the mistake that led to the Alaska Airlines accident: Bolts that were removed to open the door plug for maintenance workers were not replaced when the panel was closed and the plane left a Boeing factory near Seattle.
Knaup's comment came near the end of a two-day hearing that included discussion of Boeing's poor tracking of parts-removal jobs. The company failed to document who opened the door plug, and the missing bolts were never found.

    


Another FAA official overseeing Boeing, Bryan Kilgroe, said he is kept awake at night wondering "especially considering all that has happened since Jan. 5, is why is it so difficult to sustain a corrective action for the long term?"




Boeing said it had no comment.
The safety board released released testimony by Boeing employees who said they were pressured to build planes too quickly and not raise safety concerns.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy cited two employees who worked on aircraft doors where the Alaska Airlines plane was assembled and claimed they were moved to other areas -- "Boeing prison" and "a cage" -- after the door-plug blowout.
"What sort of impression does that give your employees if you sideline them ...? It is retaliation," Homendy said. She said "sidelining" the two workers runs against Boeing's policy, which is not to retaliate against workers for unintentional mistakes.

    


Homendy said the NTSB will survey workers at Boeing's factory in Renton, Washington, where the Alaska Airlines plane was produced, about the company's safety culture. 
Representatives from Boeing and key supplier Spirit AeroSystems described their "safety management systems," which encourage employees to voluntarily report safety concerns without fear of punishment. Boeing officials touted their "Speak Up" program for reporting concerns about quality and safety.
However, the president of the machinists' union local said Boeing often ignores safety concerns raised by the union until he lodges a complaint with federal regulators.
"It really sounds great," the official, Lloyd Catlin, said of Boeing's safety plan. "In action on the factory floor, it is not."
The FAA has been roundly criticized for lax regulation of Boeing ever since two deadly Max crashes in 2018 and 2019 killed 346 people. Those charges gained new momentum after the Alaska Airlines accident.
The agency's new chief, Mike Whitaker, told Congress in June that FAA oversight "was too hands-off" but is improving. Knaup, a California-based FAA manager, said inspections have increased since the blowout.

    


FAA safety inspectors "can talk to anyone that's on the (Boeing factory) floor at any time when they are doing an audit, and we do that," he told the NTSB.
Door plugs are installed on some 737s to seal a cutout left for an extra exit that was not required on the Alaska jet. The plug on the Alaska plane was opened at a Boeing factory to let workers fix damaged rivets, but bolts that help secure the panel were not replaced when the plug was closed.
The accident on Alaska Airlines flight 1282 occurred minutes after takeoff from Portland, Oregon, on Jan. 5. The blowout left a hole in the plane, oxygen masks dropped and the cockpit door flew open. Miraculously there were no major injuries, and pilots were able to return to Portland and land the plane safely. 
A Boeing official said Tuesday that the company is redesigning door plugs so they cannot be closed until they are properly secured. Elizabeth Lund, who was named Boeing's senior vice president of quality shortly after the blowout, said the company hopes to complete the fix within about a year, and that 737s already in service will be retrofitted.
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Texas man who claimed intellectual disability is executed for 1997 killing of female jogger
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                    This photo provided by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice shows death row inmate Arthur Lee Burton, who was condemned for the July 1997 killing of Nancy Adleman and was executed Wednesday evening, Aug. 7, 2024, at the state penitentiary in Huntsville. (Texas Department of Criminal Justice via AP)
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                                        HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP) -- A Texas man who claimed an intellectual disability in a late attempt at a reprieve was executed Wednesday evening for the killing of a woman who was jogging near her Houston home more than 27 years ago.
Arthur Lee Burton, 54, received a lethal injection at the state penitentiary in Huntsville and was pronounced dead at 6:47 p.m. local time. He was condemned for the July 1997 killing and attempted rape of Nancy Adleman, a 48-year-old mother of three. 
Burton appeared nervous as he lay strapped to the death chamber gurney and a spiritual adviser prayed briefly over him, the inmate's right leg twitching under a white sheet that covered him from his chest to his feet.
"I want to say thank you to all the people who support me and pray for me," Burton said when asked by the warden if he had a final statement, his voice repeatedly cracking with a sharp breath after saying several words.

    


"To all the people I have hurt and caused pain, I wish we didn't have to be here at this moment, but I want you to know that I am sorry for putting y'all through this and my family. I'm not better than anyone. I hope that I find peace and y'all can too."




He nodded to his brother, Michael, watching through a window nearby, took four gasps as the lethal dose of the sedative pentobarbital began taking effect, then appeared to yawn before all movement stopped. He was pronounced dead 24 minutes later.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Adleman had been brutally beaten and strangled with her own shoelace in a heavily wooded area off a jogging trail along a bayou, police said. According to authorities, Burton confessed to killing her, saying "she asked me why was I doing it and that I didn't have to do it." He recanted this confession at trial.
Hours before the scheduled execution time, the U.S. Supreme Court declined a defense request to intervene after lower courts had previously rejected Burton's request for a stay.

    


Burton's lawyers had argued that reports by two experts and the records showed Burton "exhibited low scores on tests of learning, reasoning, comprehending complex ideas, problem solving, and suggestibility, all of which are examples of significant limitations in intellectual functioning." They had argued the evidence was a strong indication of an intellectual disability that made him "categorically exempt from the death penalty."
Prosecutors, however, argued that Burton had not previously raised claims of an intellectual disability and that he had waited until eight days before his scheduled execution to do so.
An expert for the Harris County District Attorney's Office, which prosecuted Burton, said in an Aug. 1 report that he had not seen any evidence Burton suffered from a significant deficit in intellectual or mental capabilities.
"I have not seen any mental health or other notations that Mr. Burton suffers from a significant deficit in intellectual or mental capabilities," said the report by Thomas Guilmette, a psychology professor at Providence College in Rhode Island.
The Supreme Court in 2002 had barred the execution of intellectually disabled people. But it has given states some discretion to decide how to determine such disabilities. 

    


Burton was convicted in 1998 but his death sentence was overturned by the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals in 2000. He received another death sentence at a new punishment trial in 2002.
In their petition to the Supreme Court, Burton's lawyers accused the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals of rejecting their claims of intellectual disability because of "hostility" toward prior Supreme Court rulings that criticized the state's rules on determining intellectual disability.
In its filing to the Supreme Court, the Texas Attorney General's Office denied that the state appeals court was refusing to adhere to current criteria for determining intellectual disability.
Burton was the third inmate put to death this year in Texas, the nation's busiest capital punishment state, and the 11th in the U.S.
On Thursday, Taberon Dave Honie is scheduled to be the first inmate executed in Utah since 2010. He was condemned for the 1998 killing of his girlfriend's mother.
___
Lozano reported from Houston. 
___
Follow Juan A. Lozano on Twitter: https://twitter.com/juanlozano70
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A good day, mate: Kennedy wins pole vault at Paris Games for Australia's record 18th Olympic gold
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, reacts after winning the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Matthew Wearn of Australia celebrates after winning the gold medal at the end of the ILCA 7 men's dinghy class final race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Australia's Oliver Bleddyn, Sam Welsford, Conor Leahy and Kelland O'Brien celebrate winning the gold medal in the men's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan) (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Australia's Keegan Palmer competes in the men's park skateboarding final during the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, France, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (Odd Andersen/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, competes in the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, celebrates after winning gold in the women's pole vault final, along with Matthew Denny, of Australia, who won bronze in the men's discus throw final, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, raises her arms after a successful vault, in the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, center, celebrates after winning the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, competes in the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, celebrates after winning the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, celebrates after winning the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 14 | 
            Australia's Keegan Palmer is lifted by Tate Carew, left, of the United States and Brazil's Pedro Barros after he won the gold medal in the men's skateboarding park finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Australia's Oliver Bleddyn, Sam Welsford, Conor Leahy and Kelland O'Brien take the start on their way to clinch the gold medal in the men's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            Conor Leahy of Australia exchanges a kiss as he celebrates winning the gold medal in the men's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, reacts after winning the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Matthew Wearn of Australia celebrates after winning the gold medal at the end of the ILCA 7 men's dinghy class final race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Australia's Keegan Palmer competes in the men's park skateboarding final during the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris, France, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (Odd Andersen/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, competes in the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Nina Kennedy, of Australia, celebrates after winning gold in the women's pole vault final, along with Matthew Denny, of Australia, who won bronze in the men's discus throw final, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Australia's Keegan Palmer is lifted by Tate Carew, left, of the United States and Brazil's Pedro Barros after he won the gold medal in the men's skateboarding park finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Australia's Oliver Bleddyn, Sam Welsford, Conor Leahy and Kelland O'Brien take the start on their way to clinch the gold medal in the men's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            Conor Leahy of Australia exchanges a kiss as he celebrates winning the gold medal in the men's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Nina Kennedy bounced off the pole vault mats and punched the air once, twice, three times. She ran over to the Olympic crowd and took another three swings at the air.
Aussies in the stands flew the flag, shook green-and-gold banners and held up yellow inflatable kangaroos.
Kennedy didn't know at that stage she would deliver Australia an 18th gold medal at the Paris Games -- a national record for the Olympics. That was just the celebration for clearing the height to take the lead.
Kennedy clinched the victory a bit later Wednesday when Tokyo Olympic gold medalist Katie Moon failed to clear 4.95 meters after a three-hour final.
Then the emotions took over. Kennedy raced back to her supporters in the crowd and the tears flowed as she hugged friends, family and discus throw bronze medalist Matthew Denny, who just happened to be walking back after his final to join the group. Then Kennedy sprang back across the track, hopping with delight.

    


A man in the crowd yelled: "What did you just do?"
Well, delivering Australia's fourth gold medal on Day 12 helped surpass the country's previous record total of 17 golds for a Summer Games -- set at the 2004 Athens Olympics and in Tokyo three years ago. The Australians moved from 14 to 18 gold medals in about six hours, while most of the country Down Under was sleeping.




"I didn't know that, that is just insane," Kennedy said after being told of the record haul. "I can't wait to go home and watch a replay of the whole Olympics."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was a good day -- no need to abbreviate g'day for this feat -- as Aussies woke up to news of the record. The productive stretch had Australia ranked third in the gold-medal standings behind the United States and China with four days of the Paris Games remaining. Australia had 18 gold, 12 silver and 11 bronze for a total of 41 medals, still well short of the record 58 it won at home at the 2000 Sydney Games.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Brisbane, Australia, is in line after the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics to host the Summer Games in eight years. The starter's gun has gone off.

    


The Australian team's other golds on Wednesday included a first in two decades for the men's team pursuit cycling team, which edged rival Britain at the Velodrome National de Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines. Sailor Matt Wearn successfully defended the men's dinghy title and skateborder Keegan Palmer made it back-to-back Olympic golds.
It was slightly overwhelming for the 21-year-old Palmer, with skateboarding great Tony Hawk praising his work and Snoop Dogg in the bowl.
"It's an absolute honor, you know, just being able to be a part of that crew that was able to beat the record for us, with 18, it really doesn't get much better," Palmer, who grew up on Australia's Gold Coast, an hour down the road from Brisbane, said in a night-time interview. "Australia is where I learned how to walk, talk, skate, surf, do everything I know how to do.
"So that's why I also represent Australia, because that's where it all went down for me. They deserve to have a gold medal come back for the stuff they've given me."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-australia-gold-kennedy-2e288b1785f2f6ce237f9f8b36a27e1a
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Everything Simone Biles did at the Paris Olympics was amplified. She thrived in the spotlight
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            Simone Biles, of United States, performs on the beam during the women's artistic gymnastics team finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles of the United States competes on the balance beam during a women's artistic gymnastics qualification round at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, smiles after completing her floor routine during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, performs on the balance beam during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, is introduced during the women's artistic gymnastics individual vault finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates after winning the gold medal during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, holds up her medals after the women's artistic gymnastics individual apparatus finals Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates with teammate Suni Lee, left, after Biles won gold and Lee won bronze in the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, smiles after she performs on the floor during the women's artistic gymnastics individual floor finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, is surrounded by media during the women's artistic gymnastics individual balance beam finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, after receiving her score on the vault during the women's artistic gymnastics individual vault finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 14 | 
            Simone Biles, of the United States, waits for her score on the floor during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles, of United States, performs on the beam during the women's artistic gymnastics team finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles of the United States competes on the balance beam during a women's artistic gymnastics qualification round at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates after winning the gold medal during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, celebrates with teammate Suni Lee, left, after Biles won gold and Lee won bronze in the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, smiles after she performs on the floor during the women's artistic gymnastics individual floor finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, is surrounded by media during the women's artistic gymnastics individual balance beam finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Simone Biles, of the United States, after receiving her score on the vault during the women's artistic gymnastics individual vault finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Simone Biles, of United States, performs on the beam during the women's artistic gymnastics team finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                    Simone Biles, of United States, performs on the beam during the women's artistic gymnastics team finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Every single thing Simone Biles has done at the Paris Olympics has been spotlighted: four medals, an online feud with a former teammate and a social media post that appeared to take a swipe at presidential candidate Donald Trump. 
Her TikToks regularly draw millions of views -- 14.4 million have watched her "Get Ready with Me" makeup application before the all-around finals -- and her revelation that she'd gotten Botox for her 27th birthday made headlines. She also had a clap back at trolls who criticized her husband for wearing one of her gold medals: "like y'all are so (expletive) miserable. leave us alone," she wrote. 
When she bowed in a show of sportsmanship to rival Rebeca Andrade, Baltimore Ravens cornerback Marlon Humphrey branded it disgusting and was overwhelmingly roasted on the internet. 
Biles is the most decorated gymnast of all-time and America's golden girl. She uses her platform to normalize discussions about mental health and opened the topic to widespread conversation at the Tokyo Games when she pulled out of some events over concern about her headspace. Last week, she revealed she had therapy sessions the morning of some Paris events. 

    


Biles has a unique ability to retain her staying power beyond Olympic cycles, in part because of her remarkable career achievements. But it is also her authenticity that has made her relatable, inspirational and liked by millions around the world.




"Part of it is indeed the talent. But part of it is the story," said Mark Conrad, a Fordham University professor of law and ethics and director of the Sports Business Initiative, Gabelli School of Business. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"She was taken from a foster care situation and adopted by her grandparents, she didn't come from privilege," Conrad continued. "I think people really admire her personality, her toughness and ability. And, more than anything, how she came back from what happened in Tokyo was extremely inspirational."
Impervious despite enormous pressure

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Biles in Tokyo three years ago developed "The Twisties," which is a sudden loss of air awareness during a routine. For her own safety, she pulled out of several events and started a dialogue on the mental health struggles of elite athletes. 

    


She was widely supported in doing so, but a recent clip re-emerged of JD Vance, Trump's selection for vice president on the Republican ticket, criticizing the praise Biles received. 
"I think it reflects pretty poorly on our sort of therapeutic society that we try to praise people, not for moments of strength, not for moments of heroism, but for their weakest moments," Vance, who was running for the Senate, said at the time.
If Biles was stung by the attacks, she never let on, and her willingness to share her life on social media indicates she really doesn't care what people think about her or her husband, Chicago Bears safety Jonathan Owens. 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


She's shown an ability to withstand every setback despite the pressures of constant scrutiny, said John Baick, a professor of history at Western New England University.
"Considering what she went through in Tokyo, when people attacked her not only as weak, but as a traitor, and there were racial overtones to those attacks, she had seemed to be someone who kept a lot of her personal opinions personal," Baick said. "But since Tokyo, she has been very cognizant of her place as an American, as an African American, as an African American woman -- these multiple identities and what she is allowed to be. 

    


"I think she is on a balance beam every minute of every day," he continued. "It must take an enormous amount of pressure. For her it is 24/7, it is not just a couple of seconds when we are watching what she does."
Turning eyeballs into influence
Statistics show just how bright the spotlight is on Biles. Social media management and analytics software Sprout Social found that her TikTok showing Team USA's gold medals from team competition is her most highly engaged post to date with nearly 50 million views and a media value of $12.88 million.
NBC, the official broadcast partner of the Olympics, also benefits from Biles. It said the day the United States won gold in team competition, it posted a total audience delivery of 34.7 million viewers across all NBC platforms. That nearly doubled the same day of competition for the Tokyo Olympics, the network said. 

    


Her reach is so great that on Tuesday, former teammate MyKayla Skinner posted a video begging Biles to call off the dogs because of death threats she was receiving over their feud. 
Biles makes a political turn. Will she keep going?
So perhaps Biles was feeling liberated when she seemed to enter the fray of the U.S. presidential race last week with what appeared to be a clap back at Trump's comment about "Black jobs."
"I love my black job," Biles posted on social media in response to a post from singer Ricky Davila, who had said: "Iconic photo of the GOAT mastering her black job and collecting Gold Medals." (Biles wore a diamond encrusted goat pendant around her neck during competition.)

    


Biles' post came hours after she held off Andrade of Brazil to win the all-around final, and it was reposted by LeBron James, among 150,000 others.
Trump, the 2024 Republican presidential nominee, argued during his June debate with Democratic President Joe Biden that migrants are taking "Black jobs" and "Hispanic jobs" from Americans. Trump's critics called it a racist and insulting attempt to expand his appeal beyond his white conservative base.
Biles had never before waded into the political landscape and it is unclear if she will once the Olympics are over. And, there's no telling if Biles will make a presidential endorsement or what currency it might carry. 
While she may not change the minds of any decided voters, a Biles endorsement could encourage some who might not have planned to vote to head to the polls. It's possible her post-Paris life could consist of fundraising or campaigning. 
T. Bettina Cornwell, the Philip H. Knight Chair at the University of Oregon and head of the department of marketing, believes Biles can have some sway should she choose to publicly back a candidate. 
"Presidential endorsements by respected public personalities carry weight, no matter their area of expertise. Voters look at people living respected lives, doing their best, and doing the right things for community and society," Cornwell said. "Hearing their voices matter. If Simone Biles gave a presidential endorsement, it would have currency."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Lin Yu-ting advances to gold-medal Olympic bout, excelling amid misconceptions about her gender

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    At the Olympics, athlete eligibility rules are defined by governing bodies of individual sports. Those have relied on testosterone levels as the key criteria in determining sex eligibility. AP explains why these guidelines have left some Olympic athletes vulnerable.
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting, left, celebrates after defeating Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting celebrates with a coach after defeating Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting preapres to fight Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting, left, fights Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting, left, falls as she fights Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting, right, fights Turkey's Esra Yildiz in their women's 57 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Boxer Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan has advanced to the gold-medal bout in the women's featherweight division, winning her third consecutive bout while dealing with widespread scrutiny regarding misconceptions about her gender at the Paris Olympics.
One day after welterweight Imane Khelif of Algeria reached the women's welterweight final with a third straight victory in Paris, Lin defeated Esra Yildiz Kahraman of Turkey 5:0 on Wednesday night for her third win.
Lin will fight for gold on Saturday, taking on Julia Szeremeta of Poland.
"I will use everything I've learned in my life to do my best in the next match," Lin said through an interpreter.
Lin and Khelif both have won every round in all three of their Olympic bouts despite the massive distractions created by the fallout from the Olympic-banished International Boxing Association's decision last year to disqualify both fighters from the world championships for allegedly failing an eligibility test.

    


Both fighters have responded to this unwelcome spotlight by making two of the best tournament runs of their lengthy amateur careers. Just like Khelif, Lin has never been a dominant champion in her sport, but that hasn't stopped many observers from casting both as unstoppable boxing machines during the Olympics because the IBA disqualified them last year.




In fact, the 28-year-old Lin is a veteran amateur boxer who won world championships in 2018 and 2022 during a solid decade in the top level of the sport. She has now bounced back from an opening-round exit in Tokyo to become a medal winner in Paris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The feeling of entering the gold-medal match is one of gratitude to myself for making it this far," Lin said. "After going out in the first round of the Tokyo Olympics, it's been a tough journey to reach the finals."
Lin is usually taller and more slender than her opponents, and she earns most of her victories through solid technique and savvy use of her reach rather than power. That's exactly how she beat Kahraman, who attempted to force a more physical fight while Lin patiently picked her apart, mostly from distance.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


After Kahraman hugged Lin and held open the ropes to allow Lin to leave the ring at Roland Garros in a typical boxing gesture of sportsmanship, Lin clapped, waved and bowed to the cheering crowd several times while leaving the floor.

    


While Khelif gave an exclusive interview last weekend to SNTV, a sports video partner of The Associated Press, and then spoke briefly in the mixed zone after her semifinal victory Tuesday, Lin has made little public comment about those attempting to involve her in controversy.
She has received ample support from outside the Olympics, even from former Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen -- and when Lin thrust one glove in the air and walked to the ring for the opening bout on Court Philippe Chatrier, she received loud cheers from a huge crowd with pockets of roaring, flag-waving fans.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"Thank you to all the supporters who have supported and encouraged me along the way," Lin said. "I will give my utmost effort to repay them at the final."

    


Both Lin and Khelif have been cheered constantly during their time in the Olympic boxing rings, first in suburban Villepinte and then at this famed clay-court tennis complex.
Lin controlled her first two fights in Paris against opponents from Uzbekistan and Bulgaria despite starting relatively slowly in both bouts. She did it again when she fought Kahraman, who is more physically strong than Lin, but perhaps not as skilled.
Kahraman immediately tried to bring the fight to Lin, muscling and charging forward to get inside Lin's persistent jab and winging shots. Lin did enough to win the round on all five judges' cards, but she also slipped and tumbled to the canvas midway through the round after a physical collision.
Both fighters heedlessly exchanged shots early in the second round, thrilling the crowd. Lin received a warning for throwing punches to the back of the head after Kahraman lunged past her, drawing whistles from the crowd.

    


Lin will fight for gold against the 20-year-old Szeremeta, who rallied with a dominant third round for a 4:1 victory over Nesthy Petecio of the Philippines. While Lin lost to Petecio in the Tokyo Olympics, Lin and Szeremeta have never met in the ring.
Khelif will take on Yang Liu of China in the women's 75-kilogram final on Friday night.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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9/11 hearings at Guantanamo Bay in upheaval after surprise order by US defense chief
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            This Monday, Dec. 8, 2008 courtroom drawing by artist Janet Hamlin and reviewed by the U.S. military, shows Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, center, and co-defendant Walid Bin Attash, left, attending a pre-trial session at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba. (AP Photo/Janet Hamlin, Pool, File)
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            FILE- Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the alleged Sept. 11 mastermind, is seen shortly after his capture during a raid in Pakistan Saturday March 1, 2003 in this photo obtained by the Associated Press. The man accused of being the main plotter in al-Qaeda's Sept. 11, 2001 attacks has agreed to plead guilty, The Defense Department said Wednesday. (AP Photo, FILE)
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                                        FORT MEADE, Md. (AP) -- Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin's surprise decision to throw out a plea deal with accused 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and two of his co-defendants has left their case at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in disarray, with the defense, prosecution and judge all uncertain about when and how it would move forward. 
A court session on Wednesday was the first since the Pentagon released notice of Austin's decision late Friday. The plea agreement, which would have spared the defendants the risk of the death penalty, generated strong feelings among both opponents and supporters of the deal, including the families of Sept. 11 victims. It drew intense criticism of the Biden administration from senior Republican lawmakers. 
The disruption caused by the unexpected override of the plea deal was just the latest to hit the special U.S. military-run commissions and their more than decadelong effort to bring the men accused of killing nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11, 2001, to trial. 

    


The unusual location and nature of the offshore commissions, and legal challenges, including those stemming from the torture the men underwent in CIA custody in the first years after their capture, all have contributed to the delays, keeping the case still in pre-trial hearings. 




Defense attorneys on Wednesday said they would challenge the legality of Austin's order and suspended their participation in hearings until those challenges were resolved. They contended that the plea deal still stood. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Walter Ruiz, an attorney for 9/11 defendant Mustafa al Hawsawi, said Austin's order suggested "unlawful interference at the highest levels of government."
More broadly, Ruiz said, it raised questions "whether we can ethically continue to engage" in the Pentagon-run military commission in the face of an action "that goes right at the heart of the integrity of the system itself."

    


Military prosecutors also appeared taken by surprise by Austin's intervention. Lead prosecutor Clay Trivett raised the prospect of having to freeze other litigation in the case as they try to learn what led to his decision and work through the legal issues it raises. 
"We do not have our position fully articulated and coordinated throughout the U.S. government on this," Trivett told the court. "It shouldn't be expected only a couple of days after the fact."
The 9/11 attacks were among the most damaging and deadly on the U.S. in its history. In the al-Qaida plot, hijackers commandeered four passenger airliners and flew them into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, with the fourth coming down in a field in Pennsylvania. 
Former President George W. Bush and his Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld set up the initial military commissions for the 9/11 defendants and other foreigners as the U.S. pursued what it called its war on terror. 
The new developments unfolded after the Pentagon-approved chief authority over the military commission, Susan Escallier, approved the plea agreement between the military-appointed prosecutors and defense attorneys. The deal had been two years in the making.

    


Austin said in Friday's order that he was overriding Escallier's approval and taking direct control of such decisions in the 9/11 case going forward. 
On Tuesday, he cited the American losses and sacrifice in the 2001 attacks and the subsequent U.S. military offensives against al-Qaida and other extremist groups.
"I have long believed that the families of the victims, our service members, and the American public deserve the opportunity to see military commissions, commission trials carried out," he told reporters.
A senior defense official, speaking to reporters on condition of anonymity to discuss administration thinking, said news of the plea deal came as a surprise to Austin and other officials, despite the long and publicly reported negotiations that led to it.
Asked whether political pressure and election-year considerations influenced the reversal, the official said, "That had nothing to do with the decision that the secretary made."

    


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the decision was Austin's. "We had nothing to do with the 9/11 plea deal reversal," she said.
On Wednesday, the judge overseeing the case, Air Force Col. Matthew McCall, vowed not to be influenced by any additional outside pressure.
"If more political pressure is put on the parties to make a decision one way or the other," that could build the case for illegal interference in the case, "but ... it's not going to affect me," McCall told prosecutors, defense attorneys and defendants, including Mohammed, who listened intently and spoke with his lawyers. Reporters were able to monitor the proceedings from Fort Meade, Maryland.
McCall agreed to excuse the defense attorneys from participating in the pre-trial hearings while expected challenges to Austin's actions play out.

    


Gary Sowards, the lead attorney for Mohammed, the accused mastermind of the 9/11 attacks, warned the court on Wednesday that that process alone was likely to take up to two years. 
"To intervene in this most unusual way ensures total chaos from this point forward," Sowards told McCall, referring to Austin's action.
Under the plea agreement, Mohammed, Hawsawi, and fellow defendant Walid bin Attash would have entered guilty pleas in exchange for the government not seeking the death penalty against them. 
Defense attorneys stressed Wednesday the agreement would have committed the accused to answer any lingering questions about the attack from family members of victims and others.
After Wednesday's tumultuous start, the hearing proceeded with the questioning of an FBI witness, with the active defense participation of only one defendant who had not taken the plea agreement, Aamar al Baluchi.
___
Associated Press writers Tara Copp and Seung Min Kim in Washington contributed.
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            FILE - Israeli soldiers gather at the gate to the Sde Teiman military base, as people protest in support of soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Protesters wave Israeli national flags in support of soldiers being questioned for detainee abuse, outside of the Sde Teiman military base, Monday, July 29, 2024. The Israeli military said Monday it was holding nine soldiers for questioning following allegations of "substantial abuse" of a detainee at a shadowy facility where Israel has held Palestinian prisoners throughout the war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli Supreme Court considered a petition Wednesday to shutter a desert military prison where soldiers have been accused of abusing Palestinians, as a new video emerged purporting to show the sexual assault of a Palestinian detainee. 
Rights groups have been engaged in a legal battle since June to shut down the detention facility, known as Sde Teiman, where Israel has held many Palestinians detained in Gaza during the 10-month war with Hamas. The groups claim that conditions at the facility are grave and that abuse by Israeli soldiers is common, basing their claims on testimony from released detainees and Israeli whistleblowers.
Calls for the prison's closure ramped up in late July, when Israeli military police arrested 10 soldiers from Sde Teiman on suspicion of their involvement in the alleged sexual assault of a Palestinian detainee at the facility. Five of the soldiers are no longer under investigation. A physician who identified himself as the person who reported the attack said last week that the detainee appeared to have been seriously sexually abused. 

    


The soldiers' detention triggered angry protests by supporters, and at least two government ministers demanded their release. The response underscored tensions between the military command and hard-line nationalists in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government who advocate even harsher treatment of Palestinians detained from Gaza. 




Defense lawyer Nati Rom told The Associated Press that the soldiers were arrested about a month after the alleged attack and are accused of performing acts of sodomy on the detainee. He said the soldiers used force to defend themselves against a detainee who attacked them during a search, but did not sexually abuse him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A video purporting to reveal the assault shows a group of masked soldiers wresting a detainee from the ground, where he and other Palestinians appear to be lying face down in a fenced-in pen, their arms cuffed above their heads. The soldiers take the detainee to an area of the pen they appear to cordon off using shields. Footage then shows about eight soldiers and a dog with the detainee, largely hidden from view by shields held up by some of the soldiers. Israel's Channel 12 news, which broadcast the video, said it captures the moment of the attack.

    


Two soldiers who formerly worked at the facility and requested anonymity for fear of retribution told the AP they believed the video had been taken at Sde Teiman. The room in which the detainees appear, a corral topped by barbed wire, matches photos of the facility shared with the AP and the description of incarceration conditions that whistleblowers have previously described.
Military prosecutors stated that evidence brought forth in the case indicates "a reasonable suspicion of the commission of the acts," the Israeli military said Tuesday. The military did not comment on the video.
U.S. officials have seen the video, State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said Wednesday. He called the reports of sexual abuse "horrific."

    


"Prisoners' human rights need to be respected in all cases and when there are alleged violations, the government of Israel needs to take steps to investigate those who are alleged to have committed abuses and, if appropriate, hold them accountable," Miller said.
Meanwhile, more information about the case has come to light from a doctor who treated the detainee in question.
Dr. Yoel Donchin, an Israeli anesthesiologist at the field hospital for Palestinian detainees at Sde Teiman, came forward Friday as the person who reported the case to the military authorities. 
In an interview with Israeli public broadcaster Kan, Donchin said the detainee's life was in danger and that he was in need of emergency surgery after the attack.
During the interview, Donchin confirmed information attributed to an unidentified medical official who said the detainee had fractured ribs, showed signs of beating and bore evidence of being sodomized, leading to a tear in the lower part of the intestines. 

    


Donchin said the detainee's case was the most extreme he had witnessed since working at the facility.
Naji Abbas, a case manager with Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, said the detainee was transferred to a civilian hospital outside Sde Teiman about a month ago because his injuries were too severe for treatment at the military facility. Abbas received his information from a medical source with knowledge of the case.
In a written submission to the Israeli Supreme Court in advance of Wednesday's hearing, state attorneys did not mention the military's sexual assault investigation, but insisted the rights groups' claims of deplorable conditions were inaccurate.
The Israeli organization arguing in court for the military prison's closure, the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, had alleged that detainees at the facility are punished with severe violence, including with attack dogs and sexual assault; made to sit on the ground blindfolded and handcuffed 24 hours a day; forbidden from moving or speaking and rarely shower or change clothes. 

    


An investigation by the AP into the facility documented how detainees are blindfolded, handcuffed and diapered during medical treatment.
The state, in a written response, said detainees were given sufficient food and water, showered regularly, accessed medical treatment as needed, and were blindfolded and handcuffed because of concerns that they could harm staff. The state said a new wing of Sde Teiman set to open Sept. 5 would improve conditions, including adding a walking area for detainees. Additional improvements are expected to be made later this year, it said.
Following Wednesday's hearing, the court gave the state a week and a half to provide more information about conditions at the prison.
Sde Teiman was the main military prison holding Palestinians captured in large-scale raids on the Gaza Strip. Israel began moving detainees out of the facility following the rights groups' petition to shut it down. State filings show 28 detainees remain.
Under Israeli law, Palestinians from Gaza can be held at the facility, and other military detention camps, without a detention order, trial or charge for over a month. Many Palestinian detainees have spent weeks in the facility before being released back to Gaza after Israeli authorities deemed them unaffiliated with militant groups.
___
This story has been edited to correct the name of the organization Physicians for Human Rights-Israel. ___
Associated Press reporters Tia Goldenberg and Melanie Lidman in Tel Aviv, Israel; and Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, contributed to this report.
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US abortion numbers have risen slightly since Roe was overturned, study finds

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Abortion was slightly more common across the U.S. in the first three months of this year than it was before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade and cleared the way for states to implement bans, according to a new study.
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            FILE - Abortion advocates rally outside the Supreme Court, June 24, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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            FILE - Krista Bywater shows her eight-months-pregnant belly during an abortion advocacy rally outside the Supreme Court, May 14, 2022, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Rod Sommer fills out his ballot during early, in-person voting at the Hamilton County Board of Elections in Cincinnati, Oct. 11, 2023. Voters approved on Nov. 7, 2023 an amendment to the Ohio Constitution to protect access to abortion. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            Chart showing the change in number of average monthly abortions in the first quarter of 2024 compared with that before the Supreme Court's Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health ruling. (AP Digital Embed)
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            Chart showing abortions rise with telehealth prescriptions. A new report shows the number of monthly abortions in the U.S. has risen since the Supreme Court's ruling that opened the door for state bans. The #WeCount report says a major reason for the increase is that some Democratic-controlled states have laws to protect prescribers who use telemedicine to see patients in places with abortion bans. (AP Digital Embed)
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                                        The number of women getting abortions in the U.S. actually went up in the first three months of 2024 compared with before the Supreme Court overturned Roe v Wade, a report released Wednesday found, reflecting the lengths that Democratic-controlled states went to expand access.
A major reason for the increase is that some Democratic-controlled states enacted laws to protect doctors who use telemedicine to see patients in places that have abortion bans, according to the quarterly #WeCount report for the Society of Family Planning, which supports abortion access.
The data comes ahead of November elections in which abortion-rights supporters hope the issue will drive voters to the polls. In some places, voters will have a chance to enshrine or reject state-level abortion protections.
Fallout from the Supreme Court's June 2022 ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization has remade the way abortion works across the country. The #WeCount data, which has been collected in a monthly survey since April 2022, shows how those providing and seeking abortion have adapted to changing laws.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US abortion numbers have risen slightly since Roe was overturned, study finds
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jackie Quinn reports on new research that finds abortion numbers have increased in the United States.

    


    


The survey found that the number of abortions fell to nearly zero in states that ban abortion in all stages of pregnancy and declined by about half in places that ban it after six weeks of pregnancy, before many women know they are pregnant. Fourteen states are enforcing bans on abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with some exceptions, and four others bar it after about six weeks of pregnancy.




Numbers went up in places where abortion remains legal until further into pregnancy -- and especially in states such as Illinois, Kansas and New Mexico, which border states with bans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report estimates that if not for the post-Dobbs bans, there would have been about 9,900 more abortions per month -- and 208,000 total since -- in those states. The numbers were up by more than 2,600 per month in Illinois, about 1,300 in Virginia, 1,200 in Kansas and more than 500 in New Mexico.

    


Abortion pills and telemedicine play a key role. In March, doctors in states with laws to protect medical providers used telemedicine to prescribe abortion pills to nearly 10,000 patients in states with bans or restrictions on abortion by telehealth -- accounting for about 1 in 10 abortions in the U.S. 
Laws to protect medical providers who use telemedicine to prescribe abortion pills started taking effect in some Democratic-led states last year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"It eases the burden on clinics," said Ushma Upadhyay, a University of California, San Francisco School of Medicine professor who co-leads #WeCount. "So it creates more space for the people who are coming to clinics."
Abortion opponents say the fight over the abortion drug mifepristone isn't over after a narrow Supreme Court ruling that preserved access to it for now. But so far there have not been legal challenges to shield laws.
The latest edition of the survey covers the first three months of this year, when it counted an average of just under 99,000 abortions per month, compared with 84,000 in the two months before Dobbs. January was the first time since the survey began that it has counted more than 100,000 abortions across the country in a single month.

    


The tracking effort collects monthly data from providers across the country, creating a snapshot of abortion trends. In some states, a portion of the data is estimated. The effort makes data public with less than a six-month lag, giving a picture of trends far faster than annual reports from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, where the most recent report covers abortion in 2021.
Before the shield laws began kicking in and #WeCount started tallying them, people were still getting some pills in places with bans.
One of the states where abortions increased was Florida. That changed in April, when a ban after six weeks' gestation took effect. The data doesn't yet reflect that change.
The policy could change again through a November ballot measure that would make abortion legal until viability, generally considered to be around 23 or 24 weeks into pregnancy. It needs at least 60% approval to be added to the state constitution.

    


One vote against it will come from Mia Adkins, a 20-year-old senior at Florida International University. 
"Instead of pushing for more abortion legal later in pregnancy, we should be pushing for laws that protect these pregnant parents and students and provide them with the support that they need," said Akins, a senior at Florida International University.
Florida is one of six states where abortion-related measures are already on the ballot. Determinations from elections officials about adding similar questions are pending in four more states. In one, Nebraska, there are dueling amendments: One to allow access until viability and one to keep the current ban on most abortions after 12 weeks of pregnancy.

    


Abortion-rights supporters have prevailed in all seven abortion ballot questions in the U.S. since 2022. That tracks with public opinion polling that has shown growing support for abortion rights, including a recent Associated Press-NORC poll that found 6 in 10 Americans think their state should allow someone to obtain a legal abortion if they don't want to be pregnant for any reason.
An amendment to protect access could be on the ballot in Arizona, a political battleground state where court cases have swung abortion policy -- and access -- since the Dobbs ruling. 
The state Supreme Court ruled in April that Arizona should enforce an 1864 ban on abortions at all stages of pregnancy, only for lawmakers to repeal that law. The state's ban on abortion after 15 weeks of pregnancy remains. The ballot measure would expand it to 24 weeks.
Natalie Harper, a 23-year-old independent who usually doesn't vote, said the potential of bringing back the Civil War-era ban "absolutely" impacts her decision to vote for the ballot measure this November. "Seeing that as a possibility really made me realize that everyone's pro-choice voices need to be heard in hopes it never goes in that direction again," she said.
In Missouri, which has outlawed almost all abortions and where nearly none were reported in the new data, election officials could soon certify whether a proposed constitutional amendment guaranteeing abortion rights received enough petition signatures to qualify for the ballot in the reliably Republican state.
University of Missouri political scientist Peverill Squire said that if the measure is on the ballot, it could draw out enough Democratic voters to help swing a few competitive legislative races.
"They can seize on the personal freedom arguments the Republicans have generally owned over the recent elections," he said.
___
Associated Press writers Sejal Govindarao in Phoenix and David A. Lieb in Jefferson City, Missouri, contributed to this report.
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Vance and other Trump allies amplify a false claim about Harris' racial identity
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event at Wollard International, Aug. 7, 2024, in Eau Claire, Wis. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump waves as he walks off stage after speaking at the National Association of Black Journalists, NABJ, convention, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                        Ohio Sen. JD Vance, Donald Trump's running mate, defended on Wednesday a false claim the former president made about Vice President Kamala Harris ' racial identity, suggesting wrongly that Harris had downplayed her Black heritage in trying to suggest she's inauthentic.
"What I took it as was an attack on Kamala Harris being a chameleon," he told reporters when asked in Michigan about the former president's suggestion that Harris, the daughter of Jamaican and Indian immigrants, had only recently identified as Black. 
"I think he was observing the basic foundational reality that Kamala Harris pretends to be something different depending on what audience she's speaking to," Vance said. "She fakes who she is depending on the audience she's in front of, and that's who she is and that's who she's always been."
Vance's was the most recent of the Republican criticisms of how Harris portrays herself, in the wake of Trump's comments last week to the National Association of Black Journalists conference in Chicago. Florida Rep. Byron Donalds, a high-profile Trump surrogate who is a Black man, echoed the claim on Sunday as a guest on ABC's "This Week." 

    


The proliferation of Trump's falsehood by other Republicans is part of their effort to stay in his favor, said former Republican National Committee Chairman Michael Steele. 




"It's 'I'll do anything and I don't want to be on the wrong side of you,'" said Steele, a former Maryland lieutenant governor who was the first Black man to lead the RNC. "It's 'I don't want to take the heat that comes with calling out your racism, that comes with calling out your ugliness, so I will pretend that's not what it is'."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Harris campaign has declined to comment specifically on Trump's false claim. The vice president, speaking to a Black sorority last week, accused Trump of "the same old show: the divisiveness and the disrespect."

    


Harris has frequently talked about being Black in addition to being Indian American during her political career. She was the first African American to serve as California attorney general and became the first Indian American to serve as a U.S. senator and the second Black woman, after Carol Moseley Braun of Illinois.
As an undergraduate, Harris attended Howard University, one of the nation's most prominent historically Black colleges and universities, where she also pledged the historically Black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


As San Francisco's first Black district attorney, she was recognized as a "Woman of Power" by the National Urban League and received the Thurgood Marshall Award from the National Black Prosecutors Association in 2005.
She was recognized in India Abroad during her 2010 campaign for California attorney general as being potentially "the first African American as well as the first Indian-American" to hold the office.
Harris identified as both Black and Indian in an Associated Press story published that same year about the number of candidates of Indian descent running for prominent offices that year.

    


"I grew up in a family where I had a strong sense of my culture and who I am, and I never felt insecure about that at all," she said at the time. "Slowly, perhaps, with each of us taking on more prominent positions, people will start to understand the diversity of the people." 
Harris joined the Congressional Black Caucus when she entered the Senate in 2017. And writing about her time at Howard in her 2019 memoir, "The Truths We Hold," Harris wrote: "Every signal told students that we could be anything -- that we were young, gifted, and black, and we shouldn't let anything get in the way of our success. The campus was a place where you didn't have to be confined to the box of another person's choosing."
The echo of Trump's claim comes as the Republican nominee has tried to cut into Harris' fundraising and media attention following her taking over President Joe Biden's campaign after the president quit the race. Some Republican strategists have criticized Trump for making personal attacks that echo his past questioning of President Barack Obama's citizenship, instead of pivoting to issues like the economy or immigration. 

    


Vance previously hit Harris for using what he called a "fake Southern accent" when she campaigned in Atlanta last week. And Michaelah Montgomery, a Black conservative activist who organized a widely shared Trump meet-and-greet with local college students at an Atlanta Chick-fil-A, tore into Harris at the former president's rally on Saturday, suggesting of Harris, "She's only Black when it's time to get elected."
Rashawn Ray, a national scholar on racial and social inequity and vice president at American Institutes for Research, said the criticism willfully ignores the growing number of people who identify as multiracial.
"People can be both Black and Asian," Ray said. 

    


Casting doubt on Harris' identification as Black is also an effort to use race to undermine her qualification to be president -- as Trump did questioning Obama's citizenship -- said Ray.
"Some people believe that by attacking the authenticity of Vice President Harris' Blackness, they can send a dog whistle that questions her Americanness and electability," Ray said. "People are often judged by what they look like rather than what they represent. Some people are banking on the shallowness of this perspective."
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. Associated Press researcher Rhonda Shafner in New York contributed to this report.
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            This photo provided by NASA shows Boeing's Starliner spacecraft which launched astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams to the International Space Station docked to the Harmony module's forward port on July 3, 2024, seen from a window on the SpaceX Dragon Endeavour spacecraft docked to the adjacent port. (NASA via AP)
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            In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore give a news conference aboard the International Space Station on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (NASA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        NASA says chances are growing that astronauts may switch from Boeing to a SpaceX ride back to Earth

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            This photo provided by NASA shows Boeing's Starliner spacecraft which launched astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams to the International Space Station docked to the Harmony module's forward port on July 3, 2024, seen from a window on the SpaceX Dragon Endeavour spacecraft docked to the adjacent port. (NASA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    This photo provided by NASA shows Boeing's Starliner spacecraft which launched astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams to the International Space Station docked to the Harmony module's forward port on July 3, 2024, seen from a window on the SpaceX Dragon Endeavour spacecraft docked to the adjacent port. (NASA via AP)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore give a news conference aboard the International Space Station on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (NASA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore give a news conference aboard the International Space Station on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (NASA via AP)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- What should have been a quick trip to the International Space Station may turn into an eight-month stay for two NASA astronauts if they have to switch from Boeing to SpaceX for a ride home. 
There's lingering uncertainty over the safety of Boeing's new Starliner capsule, NASA officials said Wednesday, and the space agency is split over the risk. As a result, chances are increasing that test pilots Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams may have to watch from the space station as their Starliner is cut loose to return to Earth empty.
If that happens, NASA would leave behind two of four astronauts from the next SpaceX taxi flight in late September, with the vacant seats set aside for Wilmore and Williams on the return trip next February. The pair expected to be gone just a week or two when they launched June 5 as Starliner's first crew. 

    


NASA is bringing in additional experts to analyze the thruster failures experienced by Starliner before it docked. At the same time, NASA is looking more closely at SpaceX as a backup, 
At this point, "we could take either path," said Ken Bowersox, NASA's space operations mission chief.




During a recent meeting, "We heard from a lot of folks that had concern, and the decision was not clear," he said. A final decision is expected by mid-August.
Boeing issued a brief statement following NASA's news update, repeating its position that the capsule could still safely bring the astronauts home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We still believe in Starliner's capability and its flight rationale." the company said.
Boeing will need to modify the capsule's software in case Starliner ends up returning without a crew. 
No serious consideration was given to launching a separate SpaceX flight just to retrieve Wilmore and Williams, according to commercial crew program manager Steve Stich.
Tests on the ground have replicated the thrust problems, pointing to seals as one culprit. But it's still not understood how or why those seals swell when overheated and then shrink back to the proper size, Stich noted. All but one of the Starliner's five failed thrusters have since been reactivated in orbit.

    


These thrusters are essential for allowing Starliner to back away from the space station following undocking, and for keeping the capsule in the proper position for the deorbit.
At the same time, engineers are grappling over helium leaks in Starliner's propulsion system, crucial for maneuvering. The first leak occurred before liftoff, but was deemed isolated and stable. Then more cropped up in flight.
NASA hired Boeing and SpaceX to ferry astronauts to and from the space station, after the shuttles retired in 2011. SpaceX flew its first crew in 2020. Boeing stumbled on its first test flight without a crew and then fell further behind after a repeat demo.
Officials repeated their desire for a backup taxi service on Wednesday, A situation like this one could happen again, and "that's why we want multiple vehicles," Bowersox said.
The next crew flight will be SpaceX's 10th for NASA. On Tuesday, it was delayed for a month until late September to allow for extra time to figure out how best to handle Starliner's return. Three NASA astronauts and one Russian are assigned to the flight, and managers on Wednesday declined to say who might be bumped. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - NFL commissioner Roger Goodell addresses reporters at the end of the NFL football owners meetings, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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            Las Vegas Raiders wide receiver Davante Adams works out during NFL football training camp, Thursday, July 25, 2024, in Costa Mesa, Calif. (AP Photo/John McCoy)
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            Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Tyler Lockett signs autographs for fans after an NFL training camp practice, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Renton, Wash. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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                                        SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) -- The debate about whether the NFL will expand the regular season once again seems to have been resolved and now it's a matter of how soon the league adds an 18th game.
Commissioner Roger Goodell has talked openly about it, union chief Lloyd Howell recently told the Washington Post that the NFLPA is open to doing it before the current collective bargaining agreement expires after the 2030 season and players seem resigned to the inevitability no matter how they might personally feel.
"I mean, I feel like we really ain't got no choice, to be honest," said Seattle Seahawks veteran receiver Tyler Lockett, who said he'd prefer adding another bye week instead of another game to give TV networks more broadcast windows without taxing the players with another game.
"I think that's more fair, but we know it's probably not going to end up like that. So, I mean you just kind of got to rock with the punches and just be able to go play."

    


The NFL has desired adding more games for years, along with the increase in lucrative national television windows. The league increased the regular season from 14 games to 16 in 1978 and kept it there for decades.




But Goodell and the owners pushed through a 17th game in the latest CBA negotiations leading into the 2021 season and aren't content stopping there, with Goodell saying in the spring that going to 18 games remains a priority as long as it can be done without significantly impacting player safety.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If you'd asked me that 10 years ago, I probably would be excited about it. Now, not so excited, but it is what it is," Raiders receiver Davante Adams said. "That's the thing that's special about football and why I really wanted to play football over basketball, is that I just feel like it's a different type of feeling knowing that you only have a limited amount of opportunities out there." 

    


Adding another game to the season would add more broadcast windows. It also could push the Super Bowl to Presidents Day weekend with a federal holiday the day after the game. That would either require not adding a second bye week -- which most players said would be needed to play an extra game -- or moving the start of the season to Labor Day weekend, which the NFL has avoided since the 2000 season.
While moving the Super Bowl to a long holiday weekend might have appeal to many fans who wouldn't have to go to work the next day, it could turn an NFL season into a seven-month marathon from the start of training camp to the final game. 
"I feel like a couple people are going to feel like (Nikola) Jokic, ready to go home," Raiders cornerback Nate Hobbs said, referring to the NBA star who complained about the length of that season when his Denver Nuggets won the championship in 2023. "But it takes what it takes, like the real champions are going to emerge and the real mentally strong survive. ... So, it really doesn't matter. Presidents Day and February all run into each other to me. It's all the same, I'm here now so it is what it is. I know it's for entertainment."

    


The NFL is getting paid more than $113 billion over 11 years for its broadcast rights as the most valuable television property. Of the 100 most-watched TV broadcasts in 2023, 93 were NFL games, up from 61 in 2018. 
But that extra revenue comes at a price borne by the bodies of the players. 
"The fans, and rightfully so, shouldn't know all the injuries we go through, but they don't know what it takes to play on Sundays," said Colts center Ryan Kelly, the team's player representative. "I think it's just too many games."
When the NFL added a 17th game in 2021, the league took away one preseason game. Goodell had said that would be the plan again if the league ever went to an 18-game season.
But that raises concern from coaches about having fewer chances for younger players to prove themselves or develop and does little to ease the concerns of veterans, many of whom play few or no snaps in exhibition games.
"They talk about taking a preseason game out, which to me doesn't really matter because I play in like one preseason game," said 49ers All-Pro tight end George Kittle, who has played 37 snaps in the preseason in the past six years. "Most vets do. So that really doesn't do anything for anybody."

    


Other concessions would be much more important to players, whether it would be the extra bye week, a change to the offseason schedule or perhaps, most importantly, a larger share of the revenue. Players had their portion of shareable revenues rise from 47% to 48.5% under the last CBA when the season was increased to 17 games. 
An 18th game would increase the size of the revenue pie and perhaps even the share that goes to players. When the season expanded to 17 games in 2021, some players were able to get an extra game check to increase their salary.
ESPN surveyed players in the offseason and found 46% were in favor of expanding the season to 18 games with stipulations, and another 8% willing to do it without any concessions.

    


"That's another check, right?" 49ers defensive end Leonard Floyd said when asked for his opinion about an 18th game. "More games, more checks."
___
AP Pro Football Writers Rob Maaddi, Teresa Walker, Dennis Waszak Jr., and AP Sports Writers Mark Anderson, Tim Booth, David Brandt, Larry Lage, Steve Reed, Andy Seligman, Mitch Stacy contributed.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            This photo released by the acting Governor of Kursk region Alexei Smirnov telegram channel , shows a damaged house after shelling by the Ukrainian side in the city of Sudzha, Kursk region that borders Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. Russian officials said Wednesday they were fighting off Ukrainian cross-border raids in a southwestern border province for a second day, as Kyiv officials remained quiet about the scope of the operation. (Governor of Kursk region telegram channel via AP)
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            This photo released by the acting Governor of Kursk region Alexei Smirnov telegram channel on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, shows a damaged house after shelling by the Ukrainian side in the city of Sudzha, Kursk region that borders Ukraine. Russian officials said Wednesday they were fighting off Ukrainian cross-border raids in a southwestern border province for a second day, as Kyiv officials remained quiet about the scope of the operation. (Governor of Kursk region telegram channel via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin on Wednesday described a Ukrainian incursion into the country's southwestern Kursk region as a "large-scale provocation" as his officials asserted that they were fighting off cross-border raids for a second day. Ukrainian officials remained silent about the scope of the operation.
Putin met with his top defense and security officials to discuss what he called the "indiscriminate shelling of civilian buildings, residential houses, ambulances with different types of weapons." He instructed the Cabinet to coordinate assistance to the Kursk region. The fighting is about 500 kilometers (320 miles) from Moscow.
Army chief of staff Valery Gerasimov told Putin at the meeting via video link that about 100 Ukrainian soldiers had been killed in the battle and more than 200 wounded, Russian news agencies reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The Ukrainian shelling, meanwhile, killed at least two people -- a paramedic and an ambulance driver -- and injured 24, Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said in a statement.
It was not possible to independently verify the Russian claims. Disinformation and propaganda have played a central role in the war, now in its third year. John Kirby, the White House's national security spokesman, declined to comment on the operation and said the Biden administration has reached out to the Ukrainians to better understand what happened.




The head of the region urged residents to donate blood due to the intense fighting. "In the last 24 hours, our region has been heroically resisting attacks" by Ukrainian fighters, acting Gov. Alexei Smirnov said on Telegram, adding that all emergency services were on high alert.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smirnov said authorities had evacuated more than 200 people from areas under shelling, while several thousand others left in their own vehicles.
If confirmed, the cross-border foray would be among Ukraine's largest since Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, and unprecedented for its deployment of Ukrainian military units.

    


Kyiv's aim could be to draw Russian reserves to the area, potentially weakening Moscow's offensive operations in several parts of Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region where Russian forces have increased attacks and are advancing gradually toward operationally significant gains.
But it could risk stretching outmanned Ukrainian troops further along the front line, which is more than 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) long.
Even if Russia were to commit reserves to stabilize the new front, given its vast manpower and the relatively small number of Ukrainian forces engaged in the operation, it would likely have little long-term impact. 
However, the operation could boost Ukrainian morale at a time when Kyiv's forces are facing relentless Russian attacks and are expected to face more in coming weeks.
Several Ukrainian brigades stationed along the border region said they could not comment. Ukraine's Defense Ministry and General Staff said they would not comment.
Russian forces have swiftly repelled previous cross-border incursions, but not before they caused damage and embarrassed authorities.

    


The Russian Defense Ministry said Tuesday that up to 300 Ukrainian troops, supported by 11 tanks and more than 20 armored combat vehicles, had crossed into Russia and suffered heavy losses.
It said Wednesday that military and border guard troops "continued to destroy Ukrainian military units in the areas alongside the border in the Kursk region."
The ministry said Russian forces backed by artillery and warplanes "didn't allow the enemy to advance deeper into the territory of the Russian Federation."
Open-source monitors have also not been able to verify the claims. The U.S.-based Institute for the Study of War could not verify whether damaged and abandoned armored vehicles shown in geolocated video 7 kilometers (4 miles) north of the border west of Lyubimovka in the Kursk region were Ukrainian.
The think tank also cast doubt on video shared by Russian military bloggers claiming to show the aftermath of the Ukrainian raids. Most of the damage shown "appears to be the result of routine Ukrainian shelling and does not indicate that there was ground activity in the area," it said in its daily report.

    


Responsibility for previous incursions into Russia's Belgorod and Bryansk regions has been claimed by two murky groups: the Russian Volunteer Corps and the Freedom of Russia Legion, which are made up of Russian citizens and have fought alongside Ukrainian forces.
Some Russian war bloggers who have proved knowledgeable about the war said that Ukrainian soldiers were in Kursk.
Rybar, a Telegram channel run by Mikhail Zvinchuk, a retired Russian Defense Ministry press officer, said Ukrainian troops had seized three settlements in the region and continued to fight their way deeper in. It also said that Ukrainian forces captured the Sudzha gas transit station, about 8 kilometers (5 miles) from the border. Russian officials have not confirmed the gains. 

    


Another pro-Kremlin military blog, Two Majors, claimed that Ukrainian troops had advanced up to 15 kilometers (9 miles) into the region.
Neither claim could be independently verified.
The Kursk region's border with Ukraine is 245 kilometers (150 miles) long, making it possible for saboteur groups to launch swift incursions and capture some ground before Russia deploys reinforcements.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-war-kursk-border-incursion-e838343b88b2dd9827f5a40fbc5a1db7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Hamas has a new leader. How will that affect the war in Gaza and cease-fire efforts?
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            Yahya Sinwar, head of Hamas in Gaza, greets his supporters during a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, Wednesday, April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana)
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            FILE - Yahya Sinwar chairs a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)
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                                        Yahya Sinwar's appointment as the top leader of Hamas formalizes a role he assumed in the early hours of Oct. 7, when the surprise attack into Israel that he helped mastermind ushered in the bloodiest chapter of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
He is seen as a hard-liner with closer ties to Hamas' armed wing than his predecessor, Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed in an explosion in Iran's capital last month that was widely blamed on Israel and could spark an all-out regional war.
Sinwar was already seen as having the final word on any cease-fire agreement for Gaza and the release of dozens of Israeli hostages still held by Hamas.
But he is deep in hiding inside Gaza, and mediators say it takes several days to exchange messages with him. That raises questions about how he would manage a sprawling organization with cadres across the Middle East.

    


Hamas has survived the killing of several top leaders across more than three decades, while maintaining a high degree of internal cohesion -- and tapping Sinwar, who tops Israel's most-wanted list, was a show of defiance. 
But Hamas has never faced a crisis of this magnitude -- and the man who engineered it is now charged with managing the fallout.




An even tougher stance toward Israel
Haniyeh was a veteran of Hamas' political wing who had once served as Palestinian prime minister and in more recent years had managed the group's affairs from his base in Qatar. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While Hamas has always championed armed struggle, Haniyeh and other exiled leaders had occasionally struck a more moderate tone, even expressing openness to a possible two-state solution, although still officially refusing to recognize Israel.
Sinwar, by contrast, spent more than two decades in Israeli prisons and told interrogators he had killed 12 suspected Palestinian collaborators, gaining a reputation for brutality among people on both sides of the conflict.
He and Mohammed Deif, the shadowy head of Hamas' armed wing who Israel claims to have killed in a recent strike, spent years building up the group's military strength and are believed to have devised the Oct. 7 attack. Militants burst into Israel that day, killing some 1,200 people and abducting around 250.

    


In recent negotiations, "Haniyeh had played a big role in trying to convince Sinwar to accept a cease-fire proposal with Israel,'' said Hugh Lovatt, an expert on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at the European Council on Foreign Relations.
Sinwar has stuck to demands for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners, the full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and a lasting cease-fire -- even as nearly 40,000 Palestinians have been killed in the ongoing war, according to local officials, and much of the territory left in ruins.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed to continue the war until Hamas is completely destroyed and all the hostages return home. 
"The killing of Haniyeh already brought negotiations back to the drawing board," said Lina Khatib, an expert on the conflict at Chatham House, a London-based think tank. "This next chess move by Hamas makes negotiations even trickier."

    


Sadeq Abu Amer, head of the Palestinian Dialogue Group, a think tank based in Turkey, said that while Sinwar's elevation might appear to be a "challenge to Israel," it is still possible to make a deal.
He added that Sinwar, in his new role, "might take a step that will surprise everyone."
Leading from the shadows
Predicting how Sinwar will lead Hamas is difficult because of the secrecy around him. 
Sinwar has not been seen since the start of the war and even before Oct. 7 made only rare public appearances. He is likely in hiding deep inside Hamas' tunnel network and largely cut off from the outside world.
While he can be expected to set overall policy and make the final decision on any cease-fire deal, Hamas' day-to-day operations in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and elsewhere are likely to be managed by its exiled leaders in Qatar, Lebanon, Turkey and Iran.
"There are issues that he can make a decision on and there are issues and matters that his deputies and the rest of the members of the political bureau can do," said Hani al-Masri, a veteran Palestinian analyst who has met most of Hamas' leaders over the years, including Haniyeh and Sinwar.

    


Hamas has a long history of persevering after the killing of its top leaders -- including its founder and spiritual leader, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, who was killed in an airstrike in 2004. 
But it has never faced a campaign of targeted killings on this scale. 
Israel says it has killed scores of Hamas commanders in Gaza, including Deif, whose death Hamas has neither confirmed nor denied. Another top Hamas leader, Saleh Arouri, was killed in an apparent Israeli airstrike in Beirut in January. The string of targeted killings has likely led other Hamas leaders to limit their movements and contacts.
That could eventually degrade the organization, even as it enjoys the support of many -- but not most -- Palestinians.

    


"Israel's elimination of senior Hamas leaders who cannot easily be replaced has likely had a qualitative impact on the movement," Lovatt said. "More fundamentally, though, the killing of senior figures such as Arouri and Haniyeh appears to have tipped the movement in a more hard-line direction."
___
Associated Press writers Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, and Kareem Chehayeb, Sarah El Deeb and Abby Sewell in Beirut contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Sex eligibility rules for female athletes are complex and legally difficult. Here's how they work

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Women's boxing at the Paris Olympics has highlighted the complexity of drafting and enforcing sex eligibility rules for women's sports. Athletes like Imane Khelif of Algeria and Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan are left vulnerable in the fallout. (AP Video by Tian Macleod Ji/John Locher/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif gestures after defeating Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng in their women's 66 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Taiwan's Lin Yu-ting celebrates after defeating Bulgaria's Svetlana Staneva in their women's 57 kg quarterfinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            FILE - Caster Semenya, of South Africa, competes during a heat in the women's 5000-meter run at the World Athletics Championships on July 20, 2022, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Caster Semenya, of South Africa, competes during a heat in the women's 5000-meter run at the World Athletics Championships on July 20, 2022, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      

    

            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            GRAHAM DUNBAR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Women's boxing at the Paris Olympics has highlighted the complexity of drafting and enforcing sex eligibility rules for women's sports and how athletes like Imane Khelif of Algeria and Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan are left vulnerable in the fallout.
When eligibility for women's events has come into question, it often has been a legally difficult process for sports bodies that has risked exposing athletes to humiliation and abuse. In the 1960s, the Olympics used degrading visual tests intended to verify the sex of athletes.
The modern era of eligibility rules are widely known to have started in 2009, after South African 800-meter runner Caster Semenya surged to stardom on the track as an 18-year-old gold medalist at the world championships.
Semenya, the Olympic champion in the 800 meters in 2012 and 2016, is not competing in Paris because she effectively is banned from doing so unless she medically reduces her testosterone. She is, however, still involved in a legal challenge to track's rules, now into its seventh year.

    


Here's a look at sex tests in sports and the complexity they create amid changing attitudes toward gender identity:




What is the criteria for female participation?
Testosterone levels -- not XY chromosomes, which is the pattern typically seen in men -- are the key criterion of eligibility in Olympic events where the sport's governing body has framed and approved rules.
That's because some women, assigned female at birth and identifying as women, have conditions called differences of sex development, or DSD, that involves an XY chromosome pattern or natural testosterone higher than the typical female range. Some sports officials say that gives them an unfair advantage over other women in sports, but the science is inconclusive. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Semenya, whose medical data proved impossible to keep private during her legal cases -- has a DSD condition. She was legally identified as female at birth and has identified as female her whole life.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Testosterone is a natural hormone that increases the mass and strength of bone and muscle after puberty. The normal adult male range rises to multiple times higher than for females, up to about 30 nanomoles per liter of blood compared with less than 2 nmol/L for women.

    


In 2019, at a Court of Arbitration for Sport hearing, track's governing body argued athletes with DSD conditions were "biologically male." Semenya said that was "deeply hurtful."
Semenya's case played out very publicly before 2021, when gender identity was a big story at the Tokyo Olympics and in society and sports in general. She took oral contraceptives from 2010-15 to reduce her testosterone levels and said they caused a myriad of unwanted side effects: weight gain, fevers, a constant feeling of nausea and abdominal pain, all of which she experienced while running at the 2011 world championships and 2012 Olympics. 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Female athletes of color have historically faced disproportionate scrutiny and discrimination when it comes to sex testing and false accusations that they are male or transgender.
Why does sex verification testing differ between sports?
Each governing body of an Olympic sport is responsible for drafting its own rules, from the field of play to who is eligible to play.

    


Women's boxing came to the Paris Games with effectively the same eligibility criterion -- an athlete is female in her passport -- as at the Rio de Janeiro Olympics in 2016 after the International Boxing Association was permanently banned from the Games following decades of troubled governance and longstanding accusations of a thorough lack of normal transparency. Much has happened in the science and debate in those eight years.
Since the Tokyo Games in 2021, track's World Athletics tightened the eligibility rules for female athletes with DSD conditions. Starting in March 2023, it required them to suppress their testosterone levels below 2.5 nmol/L for six months, commonly through hormone-suppressing treatment, to be eligible to compete.
That was half the level of 5 nmol/L proposed in 2015 for athletes competing at distances from 400 meters to 1 mile.
World Athletics followed another major sport -- World Aquatics -- in prohibiting transgender women from competing in women's races if they had undergone male puberty. The International Cycling Union also took this step last year.

    


The swim body's world-leading rules additionally require transgender women athletes who did not benefit from male puberty to maintain testosterone levels below 2.5 nmol/L.
World Aquatics is not actively testing junior athletes. The first step for athletes is that national swim federations "certify their chromosomal sex."
Similarly, soccer's world body FIFA defers to its national member federations to verify and register the sex of players.
"No mandatory or routine gender testing verification examinations will take place at FIFA competitions," it said in a 2011 advisory that is still in force and has been under a lengthy review.

    


Why do governing bodies care about who identifies as female?
Many sports bodies try to balance inclusion for all athletes and fairness to all on the field of play. They also argue that in contact and combat sports, like boxing, physical safety is a key consideration.
In the Semenya case, the judges at the Court of Arbitration for Sport acknowledged in a 2-1 ruling against her that discrimination against some women was "a necessary, reasonable and proportionate means" to preserve fairness.
Male athletes are not required to regulate their natural levels of testosterone, and female athletes who do not have DSD conditions also can benefit.
"The idea that a testosterone test is some kind of magic bullet is actually not true," International Olympic Committee spokesman Mark Adams said in Paris as the women's boxing debate has raged. 
What does the IOC require?
The IOC is at times very powerful and at others not at all.
The Switzerland-based organization manages the "Olympic Charter" book of rules, owns the Olympics brand, picks the hosts and helps fund them through the billions of dollars it earns selling the broadcasting and sponsor rights.
The Olympic sports events, however, are run by the individual governing bodies, like FIFA and World Athletics. They codify and enforce their own athlete eligibility and field-of-play rules as well as disciplinary codes.
So when Olympics sports reviewed and updated how they handled sex eligibility issues, including with transgender athletes, the IOC published advice in 2021, not binding rules. 
That was the organization's framework on gender and sex inclusion that recognized the need for a "safe, harassment-free environment" honoring athletes' identities while ensuring competitions are fair. 
Boxing, however, was different, and the consequences have hit hard in Paris.
The IOC has been in a yearslong and increasingly bitter feud with the International Boxing Association, which is now Russian-led, culminating in a permanent ban from the Olympics last year.
For the second straight Summer Games, the Olympic boxing tournaments have been run by an IOC-appointed administrative committee and not a functioning governing body.
In this dysfunction, boxing eligibility rules have not kept pace with other sports, and the issues weren't addressed ahead of the Paris Games.
At the 2023 world championships, Khelif and Lin were disqualified and denied medals by the IBA, which said they failed eligibility tests for the women's competition but has given little information about them. The governing body has contradicted itself repeatedly about whether the tests measured testosterone.
In a chaotic press conference Monday in Paris, IBA officials said they did blood tests on only four of the hundreds of fighters at the 2022 world championships and that it tested Khelif and Lin in response to complaints from other teams, apparently acknowledging an uneven standard of profiling that is considered widely unacceptable in sports.
Who is challenging established rules in some sports?
Before Semenya, there was sprinter Dutee Chand of India who went to the Court of Arbitration for Sport. She challenged track and field's initial testosterone rules passed in 2011 as a reaction to Semenya.
A first CAS ruling for Chand in 2015 froze the rules and led to an update in 2018, which was then challenged by Semenya. Her career in the 800 stalled because she refused to take medication to artificially suppress her testosterone levels and was barred from competing at elite events.
Semenya lost at CAS in 2019 but went through Switzerland's supreme court to the European Court of Human Rights, where she scored a landmark, but not total, win last year.
In May, another ECHR hearing in Semenya's case was held, and a ruling likely will come next year.
The case could be sent back to Switzerland, maybe even back to CAS in the Olympic home city of Lausanne, Switzerland. Other sports are watching and waiting.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Israel-Hamas war latest: New Hamas leader can ensure a cease-fire deal is reached, Blinken says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Top U.S. national security leaders are calling for calm in the Middle East and say they are directly pressing Israel, Iran and others to avoid escalating the conflict.
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            Mourners carry the bodies of five Palestinians during their funeral, draped in flags of the Hamas and Islamic Jihad militant groups, killed by an Israeli strike on a vehicle in the West Bank city of Jenin, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Hezbollah supporters hold portraits that show Hezbollah leader Sayyid Hassan Nasrallah and one of his commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike last week, during a ceremony to commemorate his death in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mustafa Jamalddine)
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            FILE - Yahya Sinwar chairs a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)
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            Tents are in disarray after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Hezbollah commander Ali Jawad who was killed on Monday by an Israeli airstrike, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. Since early October, Hezbollah began attacking Israeli military posts along the border calling it a backup front for their Palestinian allies in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A Palestinian walks on a smoke-filled street after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Gunmen attend the funeral of five Palestinians killed by an Israeli strike on a vehicle in the West Bank city of Jenin, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians stand in rubble after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A young girl holds a portrait of top Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike last week, during a ceremony to commemorate his death in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mustafa Jamalddine)
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            Supporters raise their fists and cheer as they watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of top commander Fouad Shukur, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike last week, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mustafa Jamalddine)
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                                        U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken says the newly chosen Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar has the power to ensure that a cease-fire deal is reached for the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza. The Palestinian militant group on Tuesday chose Sinwar, its top official in Gaza who masterminded the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel, after political leader Ismail Haniyeh was killed July 31 in Iran by a presumed Israeli strike.
Regional tensions have soared after Haniyeh's killing, which Iran blamed on Israel, and retaliation has been expected. Concerns are also high after Israel killed a top Hezbollah commander in Lebanon last week.
Amid diplomatic efforts, U.S. President Joe Biden spoke with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on Tuesday about their hopes for a cease-fire deal calming tensions in the Middle East. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told his Cabinet over the weekend that Israel is already in a "multi-front war" with Iran and its proxies.

    


Gaza faces a severe humanitarian crisis with Israeli restrictions on aid and ongoing fighting limiting access to crucial medical, food and other supplies. The Health Ministry says the death toll in the territory is nearing 40,000.




___
Here's the latest:
Egypt tells airlines to avoid flying over Tehran for a 3-hour window on Thursday
CAIRO -- As tensions between Israel and Iran escalate, Egypt has issued a safety notice warning all of its carriers to avoid Iranian air space for a three-hour window early Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A NOTAM, or notice to air missions, that was posted for pilots Wednesday states that all Egyptian carriers should avoid Tehran's Flight Information Region and that "no flight plan will be accepted overflying such territory" between 1:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m. GMT Thursday morning.
In a statement, Egypt's Civil Aviation Ministry said the warning came after Iran warned all airliners flying over the Iranian territories about military exercises on Wednesday and Thursday.
OPSGroup, an organization for the aviation industry, said in an alert posted on social media platform X Wednesday that "such a (NOTAM) from Egypt is very unusual."

    


"It is possible that this is an indicator of an Iranian response to Israel, and in turn a potentially large set of airspace disruptions -- at the same time, there may be another reason," OPSGroup wrote, adding that it urged close monitoring.
Ian Petchenik, director of communications at Flightradar24, agreed that the NOTAM was unusual -- but said "it's not surprising that Egypt would want to prevent any of its aircraft from any danger" given developments in the region seen over recent weeks. Still, he found the notice to be interesting because, generally speaking, Egyptian carriers already avoid Iranian air space, he said.
"What we're seeing now is normal traffic for the region, the time of day (and) time of week," Petchenik told The Associated Press on Wednesday afternoon. But if carriers like Emirates, which regularly fly through region's airspace, alter their paths -- or we stop seeing aircraft in western Iran and Iraq ahead of any additional NOTAMs "then that's an indication that airlines are taking this very seriously," he said.

    


Petchenik and others note that several airlines have already individually alerted or changed select flight paths in the Middle East over the last two weeks -- with some temporarily suspending flights in and out of Israel and Lebanon as well. On Wednesday, Reuters reported that Lufthansa group extended its avoidance of Iranian and Iraqi airspace up to and including August 13.
The Germany-based air travel giant said it would also suspend flights to and from Tel Aviv, Tehran, Beirut, Amman and the Iraqi city of Erbil up to and including Aug. 13, Reuters reported, citing its latest security analysis.
Lufthansa did not immediately respond to the AP's request for comment Wednesday.
France's Macron urges Iran's president to do 'everything in his power' to avoid escalation
PARIS -- French President Emmanuel Macron had a phone call with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian during which he expressed his "deep concern at the rising tensions in the region," Macron's office said in a statement.
Macron called on Pezeshkian "to do everything in his power to avoid a new military escalation, which would be in nobody's interest, including Iran's, and would do lasting damage to regional stability," the statement said.

    


The French president also reiterated France's position in favor of an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and a firm refusal of any escalation with Lebanon. Macron called for "the immediate release" of French nationals "held hostage" in Iran, the statement said.
Macron spoke to Jordan's King Abdullah II, Emirati President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman earlier this week.
Hamas praises Turkey for joining South Africa's genocide lawsuit against Isreal 
Hamas on Wednesday welcomed Turkey's decision to join South Africa's genocide lawsuit against Isreal at the International Court of Justice.
The Palestinian militant group said the Turkish move affirms President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's support to the Palestine cause.

    


Turkey on Wednesday became the latest nation seeking to participate in the case. Spain, Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua and Libya have also asked to join the case.
Erdogan, one of the fiercest critics of Israel's actions in Gaza, has accused Israel of genocide, has called for it to be punished in international courts and has criticized Western nations for backing Israel.
Israel says a drone strike killed a Hezbollah commander in southern Lebanon
NAHARIYA, Israel -- Israel's military says it has killed a Hezbollah commander in an airstrike in southern Lebanon, as tensions rise along the Israel-Lebanon border.
The army said Hassan Fares Jeshi was killed in a drone attack in the town of Jouayyas and described him as a commander in the militant group's anti-tank missile unit. Hezbollah confirmed Jeshi's death but gave no details about his position.
There have been months of near-daily attacks along the border. Both sides are bracing for a potentially significant escalation after the killings last week of a top Hezbollah commander in Beirut and the Hamas political leader in Iran.
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah has vowed to retaliate against Israel for the strike in Beirut "no matter the consequences." Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant warned that Nasrallah might cause Lebanon "to pay very, very heavy prices" and warned that the process may deteriorate into war. "That's not theoretical, it's real," he said.
Israeli airstrikes kill 8 in Khan Younis as Gaza toll nears 40,000
CAIRO -- Hospital authorities say two Israeli airstrikes have killed at least eight people in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis. The first strike hit a house in a refugee camp in the city's west, killing three people, according to Nasser hospital, where the bodies were taken. A second strike hit tents for displaced people in the Absa area east of Khan Younis, killing five.
The overall Palestinian death toll from the Israel-Hamas war has risen to at least 39,677, Gaza's Health Ministry says, with another 91,645 wounded. The ministry doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count.
Protesters disrupt Israeli court hearing about alleged abuse of Palestinian detainees
JERUSALEM -- Protesters disrupted an Israeli Supreme Court hearing Wednesday about a shadowy military facility where Israel has held Palestinian detainees throughout the war in Gaza.
The protesters yelled "Shame!" as the attorney for a number of Israeli human rights groups argued that the Sde Teiman facility should be closed permanently over repeated allegations of detainee abuse. An Associated Press investigation into the facility, as well as others by rights groups, found detainees endured abysmal conditions there.
The Israeli military said July 29 that it detained nine soldiers for questioning following allegations of "substantial abuse" of a detainee at Sde Teiman, located in southern Israel. The arrests prompted an outcry from right-wing government officials, and several hundred protesters swarmed the military base where the detained soldiers were held, calling the arrests an affront to their service.
On Tuesday night, Israel's Channel 12 aired what it said was security camera footage from Sde Teiman that showed several soldiers moving a detainee to the side of a large hall where other detainees are seen laying on the floor on their fronts with their hands over their heads. In footage from a different angle, the soldiers are shown in a huddle and lifting up protective shields, apparently concealing the detainee from view, the report said. Channel 12 said the video was part of the investigation into alleged sexual assault.
The military has generally denied ill-treatment of Palestinian detainees, though a United Nations human rights office issued a report accusing Israel of mistreating Palestinian prisoners. Following the accusations of harsh treatment that prompted this court case, Israel said it was transferring the bulk of Palestinian detainees out of Sde Teiman and upgrading it. According to testimony during the hearing, there are currently around 30 Palestinians being held at Sde Teiman on a daily basis.
The human rights organizations that brought the case argued that the entire facility should be closed because it does not meet minimum humanitarian standards for detainees. It was not immediately clear when a ruling was expected.
Turkey will submit a request to join the genocide case against Israel
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkey will file a request Wednesday with a United Nations court to join South Africa's genocide lawsuit against Israel, a Turkish official said.
The declaration of intervention will be submitted at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, the official said on condition of anonymity in line with regulations that bar officials from speaking to the media without prior authorization.
South Africa brought a case to the International Court of Justice late last year, accusing Israel of violating the genocide convention through its military operations in Gaza. Nicaragua, Colombia, Libya, Mexico, Spain and Palestinian officials have sought to join the case. The court's decision on their requests is still pending. If admitted to the case, the countries would be able to make written submissions and speak at public hearings.
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has frequently compared Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to Adolf Hitler, accused his country of genocide, called for it to be punished in international courts, and criticized Western nations for backing Israel.
Israel has strongly rejected accusations of genocide and has argued that the war in Gaza is a legitimate defensive action against Hamas militants for their Oct. 7 attack in southern Israel that killed around 1,200 people and took 250 hostages.
Preliminary hearings have already been held in the genocide case against Israel, but the court is expected to take years to reach a final decision.
___
Associated Press journalist Suzan Fraser contributed.
US ambassador to Japan skips atomic bomb memorial in Nagasaki because Israel not invited
TOKYO -- United States Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel will skip this year's atomic bombing memorial service in Nagasaki because Israel was not invited, the embassy said Wednesday.
Emanuel will not attend the event because it was "politicized" by Nagasaki's decision not to invite Israel, the embassy said. He will instead honor the victims of the atomic bomb dropped by the United States on Hiroshima on Aug. 9, 1945, at a ceremony at a Buddhist temple in Tokyo. Some 70,000 people were killed, and Japan surrendered soon after on Aug. 15, 1945, ending World War II and the country's nearly half-century of aggression in Asia.
Nagasaki Mayor Shiro Suzuki indicated in July his reluctance to invite Israel, and announced last week that it was not invited, noting concern for "possible unforeseen situations." Nagasaki hoped to conduct the ceremony "in a peaceful and solemn atmosphere," he said.
In contrast, Hiroshima invited the Israeli ambassador to Japan to Tuesday's ceremony, among 50,000 attendants that also included Emanuel and other envoys, though Palestinian representatives were not invited. The United States dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, killing 140,000 people and destroying the city. 
US-led airstrikes hit Houthi-controlled territory, Iran-backed rebels say
CAIRO -- Yemen's Houthis say a United States-led coalition carried out two airstrikes late Tuesday in territory controlled by the Iran-backed rebels.
The region is bracing for a potential counterattack by Iran and its allies following the killing of top militants in Beirut and Tehran, in strikes attributed to Israel.
The Houthis' military media office said the strikes occurred in the Taiz province without providing further detail. There was no immediate comment from the U.S. military.
The Houthis have launched several long-range missile and drone attacks targeting Israel since the start of the war in Gaza and have attacked international shipping in the Red Sea, saying they are acting in solidarity with Palestinians. A U.S.-led coalition began launching airstrikes against the rebels in Yemen in January.
Israel has intercepted nearly all the projectiles fired from Yemen, but a rare direct hit on Tel Aviv in July killed one person and wounded 10. Israel responded with airstrikes on Yemen that the Houthi-run Health Ministry said killed six people and wounded more than 80.
The Houthis paused their attacks for around two weeks but launched a missile at a container ship over the weekend.
Israel issues new evacuation orders for an area in northern Gaza
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military issued new evacuation orders Wednesday for an area in northern Gaza that was heavily bombed at the start of the war some 10 months ago.
The military said it would respond to a Hamas rocket attack from the Beit Hanoun area the day before and urged residents to relocate to Gaza City, large areas of which have been destroyed.
Beit Hanoun, which is close to the border, was one of the first targets of the massive bombardment and ground invasion launched after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, which triggered the war. 
Israeli forces have repeatedly returned to areas where past air and ground operations caused widespread destruction, as militants have regrouped. The vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million people have been displaced within the narrow coastal strip since the start of the war -- often multiple times. Hundreds of thousands are sheltering in crowded tent camps.
Hamas' new political leader has the power to ensure cease-fire deal, Blinken says
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Yahya Sinwar, the mastermind of the Oct. 7 attack who is becoming Hamas' new political leader, has the power to ensure that a cease-fire deal is reached.
Sinwar "has been and remains the primary decider when it comes to concluding the cease-fire, and so I think this (today's announcement) only underscores the fact that it's really on him to decide whether to move forward with a cease-fire that manifestly will help so many Palestinians in desperate need, women, children, men who are caught in a crossfire," Blinken said. "It really is on him."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-latest-7-august-2024-5acd713cd036bb46cbcd1f62000abd4f
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Picking a running mate: Inside the 16 days between Kamala Harris' launch and her choice of Tim Walz

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz made their joint debut as the 2024 Democratic ticket Monday night at a packed rally in Philadelphia.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz arrive at a campaign rally in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speak at a campaign rally in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Joe Lamberti)
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    > Follow AP's live coverage of the 2024 election


    



WASHINGTON (AP) -- Kamala Harris' whirlwind process to select Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate can be summed up in a word: weird.

With President Joe Biden and Harris, his vice president, seeking a second term together, Democrats weren't supposed to have a veep search at all. But as soon as the 81-year-old president ended his campaign and endorsed Harris, it was go time. And there was no playbook for the newly elevated candidate and a vetting team that in a normal campaign would have months, not days, to make such a critical decision.

What followed was a 16-day blitz on parallel tracks. There was the behind-the-scenes action: Harris lieutenants furiously researching contenders, the vice president debating options with top aides and confidants, and, finally, a weekend of interviews with finalists. And there was the public campaign: Contenders found every cable news camera, stumped in battleground states for the prospective boss, tried out attack lines on Republican nominee Donald Trump and his understudy, Ohio Sen. JD Vance -- all while rival factions made their pitches and wielded their knives.

    



The whole thing was made more intense and conspicuous given the time constraints, highlighting the breadth of Democrats' bench and, at the same time, the fragility of the party unity that defined Harris' nascent White House bid. By the end, the process offered a preview of how Harris might fare under the pressures of the Oval Office, quickly working through options, with minimal leaks from her team and a result that, at least initially, has drawn plaudits from a party that seems intent on one undisputed goal: defeating Trump and Vance in November.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Here is a closer look at how Harris went from being Biden's top deputy to selecting her own.
A phone call from Biden and a job for Holder and Remus



Biden called Harris on July 21 from his home state of Delaware, where the president had been isolating with COVID-19 and considering his political future while more and more Democratic officials called publicly and angled privately for him to leave the race. The president told Harris that he had indeed decided to end his campaign. Within hours, he'd released a letter on social media announcing his decision. And within an hour of that letter, Biden announced separately his endorsement of Harris.

    



The vice president had been careful in the weeks following Biden's jolting debate performance against Trump not to say or do anything other than back the president. But that meant she had to make up ground. She inherited the Biden campaign infrastructure, the staff, even the money. But there was nothing set up for picking a running mate - Biden had already done that four years earlier.





Harris immediately tapped former Attorney General Eric Holder, a veteran of the Obama administration she had known well since her days as California attorney general, and Dana Remus, a former White House counsel for Biden, to lead the effort. Holder and a team of researchers and political veterans ultimately formally vetted nine choices -- perhaps a shorter roster than it would normally be for a monthslong process but still long enough to require phases and whittling before Harris got to the proverbial "short list."

    



The public narrative asserted from the start that Harris, a biracial woman of Indian and Jamaican heritage who made history becoming vice president and would do so again if elected president, needed to balance the ticket demographically. In short, she needed a white man. Barack Obama, the nation's first Black president, had gone this route with then-Sen. Joe Biden in 2008. Biden made a version of the same move in 2020 when he selected Harris.

Speculation quickly settled on a trio of governors: North Carolina's Roy Cooper, Kentucky's Andy Beshear and Pennsylvania's Josh Shapiro. Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker got attention. The Washington contingent of contenders included Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona and Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Those familiar with the process said Harris and her team would consider both the practical matter of electoral politics and her personal comfort level with a potential governing partner.

    



Shapiro was seen as an early favorite because of his popularity in Pennsylvania, a critical battleground with 19 electoral votes that could block any path Trump might have to 270 electoral votes. A former state attorney general like Harris, Shapiro made sure to mention publicly that he'd known the vice president for nearly two decades.

Cooper got prominent mentions as a second-term governor in a state Trump won twice. His tenure as North Carolina attorney general was a boost: He had overlapped with Harris' service in California, and the two had worked together on multistate lawsuits, making Cooper perhaps the only possible choice with whom Harris had worked closely in government. The two had campaigned together in North Carolina in the months before Biden ended his campaign.

    



Beshear got attention as a governor elected twice in a solidly Republican state, and for his takedowns of Vance as a poser who is not actually from Appalachia. "He ain't from here," the 46-year-old governor said of the even-younger senator.

Yet in a reminder that public impressions are rarely entirely wrong but even more rarely entirely right, as Cooper's star rose in the public imagination, he privately told the Holder-Remus team that he did not want to be vetted for the national post, though that move would not be revealed publicly until days later.

Walz, meanwhile, was largely an afterthought. He was on the campaign's extended list, just like he was included in media photo galleries circulated of possible running mates. 

In the early days of the process, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, one of the only women thought to be in contention and herself widely presumed to be a future presidential candidate, declared publicly that she wanted to help Harris as a campaign chairwoman, not as running mate.


An underappreciated jump-start for Walz



Walz had two jump-starts, the first largely unnoticed, the second underappreciated.

The first came earlier this year when the governor and the vice president visited a Planned Parenthood clinic in St. Paul. That trip underscored shared values between the two, according to people familiar with Harris' thinking. Key issues that resonated with Harris included Walz's advocacy for in vitro fertilization and child tax credits -- a policy Walz has used in Minnesota.

The next key moment came July 23, two days after Biden's withdrawal, when Walz went on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" and uttered a dig at Trump and Vance that quickly went viral.

"These guys are just weird," Walz said, in his conversational, informal manner.

For years, Democrats, including Biden and Harris, have leveled high-minded attacks on Trump as a threat to democracy. They spotlighted his legal troubles, racist and sexist rhetoric, the hard-right policies found in the "Project 2025" agenda that Trump disavows. The jovial governor of Minnesota encapsulated it all in one word: "weird." And he smiled while doing it. 

Social media did its thing, and the Harris campaign took notice. Within days, the vice president -- and other vice-presidential contenders -- were using "weird" like an epithet.

By the first full weekend of her candidacy, the campaign circuit and cable news lineup was an open audition.

Pritzker sat for interviews, deflecting running-mate questions in one sentence and casually commenting in the next about how involved the vetting process was -- his way of making sure the world knew he was on the list, short or not. He even released a campaign-style ad on Illinois' successes (he's not on the ballot this year, though he is the host governor of the upcoming Democratic National Convention in Chicago). Whitmer repeated her demurral but mused about how exciting it would be to have two women on the ticket.

On Sunday, July 28, Beshear traveled to Georgia, the state that produced the closest results in 2020, and sharpened his attacks on Vance and played up his ability to win in GOP areas even with solidly liberal policy credentials.

The following day, it was Shapiro's turn in the Philadelphia suburbs, with Whitmer joining him on stage. Like Beshear, Shapiro touted Harris -- and himself. "We get shit done in the commonwealth," he boasted, rousing rallygoers with a stirring cadence that engenders comparisons to Obama.

At the same time the contenders were auditioning publicly, Holder and Remus were diving through contenders' lives, private records and public statements. And Harris campaign aides were working double time on potential rollouts for those still in the running. They were led by campaign Chair Jen O'Malley Dillon.

For each possible choice, staffers planned everything from a hopscotch tour through battleground states to designing new campaign logos and drafting social media plans, surrogate interview lineups and talking points for party leaders.

Some duplicative work happens before any running mate pick, as a presidential nominee nears a final choice (think unused Clinton-Booker merchandise from 2016 or Trump-Rubio logos from a few weeks ago). But in this case, it almost certainly involved more combinations than usual.


Labor, Israel and 'weird' take the stage



As the options narrowed to a short list, Kelly emerged as a leading contender along with Shapiro. The Arizona senator had won two close elections -- one special, one regular -- in what had been a GOP stronghold. His impressive military record and time as an astronaut, his experience dealing with immigration in a border state and good relationships with border sheriffs all worked in his favor. He is not known as an especially effervescent, telegenic presence, but the right balance for any running mate is to complement and bolster the boss without overshadowing them, so that did not end his candidacy.

The bigger threat, perhaps, was Kelly's position with labor. He had expressed reservations about pending labor legislation in Washington, so some labor leaders harbored reservations.

Shapiro, meanwhile, was attracting negative attention from the left. His positions on the Israel-Hamas war have not been fundamentally different from the other contenders - or from Harris - and he has been harshly critical of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. But Shapiro, who is Jewish, was lumped in with reflexive defenders of the Israeli government, raising questions about whether he would draw the kinds of protests that Biden had faced from his left flank for continuing to send military weapons to Israel in its war against Hamas in Gaza.

As factions squabbled over Kelly and Shapiro, Walz may have benefitted from having a fan in former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. A San Francisco Democrat like Harris, Pelosi has maintained that she had no preference and does not tell presidential nominees who to pick as running mates. But one former Pelosi aide described the former speaker and Walz as "super tight," and Pelosi has recently demonstrated her status as a leading party elder via her private conversations with Biden about bowing out.

Inside the Harris orbit, there was also some question as to whether Shapiro was actually too good on the stump - the opposite assessment from Kelly and perhaps more of a liability given Harris' mixed reviews as a national campaigner over the years.

Meanwhile, late last week, Sen. John Fetterman of Pennsylvania, an in-state rival to Shapiro, sent a message to team Harris about the governor, according to a person familiar with the situation and granted anonymity to discuss the private talks. Through an aide who acted as an emissary, Fetterman portrayed Shapiro as a political opportunist with his own ambitions.

But Shapiro and Kelly remained in the mix privately and front-runners publicly, especially after Cooper announced from North Carolina on July 29 that he had previously asked not to be considered.

When Harris took the stage in Atlanta the next day for the largest rally of her campaign to that point, she had the timing down precisely on Walz's "weird" jab, eliciting roars from nearly 10,000 supporters. By then, Walz was getting credit as the message-maker, and finally being recognized as a genuine contender.

Her campaign that day also shared its plans for a multi-day tour of the battleground states by Harris and her TBD partner. The planned opening act in Philadelphia, in Shapiro's home state, prompted more speculation that the governor was the choice, even as Harris' campaign insisted she had not made a decision.

The following day, Wednesday, the United Auto Workers formally endorsed Harris' presidential bid, and the group's president, Shawn Fain, told the vice president's vetting team that organized labor was most excited about Beshear and Walz -- and would not be enthusiastic about Shapiro or Kelly. That's according to a person familiar with the discussions, who insisted on anonymity to more freely detail private negotiations.

Holder and Remus concluded their initial round of vetting last Thursday, two days after Harris' Georgia rally.
A long weekend for Harris, advisers and three finalists



On Friday, a panel of Harris advisers and confidants conducted interviews with several contenders before making recommendations to the vice president. The team included former Labor Secretary Marty Walsh, senior adviser Cedric Richmond and Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto of Nevada. 

Those three, joined by Holder, Remus, O'Malley Dillon and others, made a presentation to Harris on Saturday at the vice president's official residence in Washington. As she would for court cases or Senate hearings, Harris pored over the relevant materials and talked through options with the group. On a separate track, campaign aides continued their work on the rollout.

On Sunday, Harris welcomed Shapiro, Kelly and Walz for in-person interviews at her Naval Observatory residence.

According to people familiar with the conversations, her 90 minutes with Walz stood out. Harris had also been impressed with Walz's record as a House member and governor, and his biography before politics: Army National Guard noncommissioned officer, public school teacher, high school football coach. Two politicians gelled.

Kelly seemed to fade first, according to those familiar with the deliberations. And Shapiro's potential liabilities remained part of the assessment about him. For Shapiro's part, he made it clear to Harris' team after his interview that he was struggling with the prospect of being her running mate, feeling he had more to do leading the commonwealth and said he was committed to supporting her and the ticket. 

The interviews and conversations with her team had Harris leaning firmly in Walz's direction but she wanted to sleep on it.

As the famously, even frustratingly deliberative Harris continued pondering her options Monday, her staff continued preparing for multiple scenarios - even dispatching "go teams" to the finalists and writing unique speeches for each of them ahead of settling on her final decision.

But she felt the same Tuesday morning that she did on Monday night -- she would go with Walz. Later Tuesday, she was finally ready to make phone calls to the finalists, including to Shapiro and Kelly to let them know her decision to go another direction.

"I think Walz just emerged as that person who she grew to trust and admire," said Bakari Sellers, who co-chaired Harris' 2020 Democratic primary bid. "She actually is a vice president and knows what is required of her job, and she wanted someone to support her." 

It turns out Walz was not quite ready for his call. The first time Harris dialed his number, he ignored what showed up as a restricted number. When she dialed again, he answered. 

"Listen, I want you to do this with me," Harris told Walz. "Let's do this together. Would you be my running mate and let's get this thing on the road."

___ Barrow reported from Atlanta. Associated Press writers Jonathan J. Cooper, Colleen Long, Lisa Mascaro and Will Weissert in Washington, and Steven Karnowski in Minneapolis contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kamala-harris-picks-tim-walz-running-mate-a64a91ae84953e880c8d086316d07c54



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Turkey formally asks to join the genocide case against Israel at the UN court
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                    FILE - Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a news conference in Ankara, Turkey, Monday, May 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Burhan Ozbilici, File)
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkey on Wednesday filed a request with a U.N. court to join South Africa's lawsuit accusing Israel of genocide in Gaza, the foreign minister said.
Turkey's ambassador to the Netherlands, accompanied by a group of Turkish legislators, submitted a declaration of intervention to the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 
With the development, Turkey, one of the fiercest critics of Israel's actions in Gaza, becomes the latest nation seeking to participate in the case. Spain, Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua and Libya have also asked to join the case, as have Palestinian officials. The court's decision on their requests is still pending.
"We have just submitted our application to the International Court of Justice to intervene in the genocide case filed against Israel," Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan wrote on the social media platform X. "Emboldened by the impunity for its crimes, Israel is killing more and more innocent Palestinians every day." 

    


"The international community must do its part to stop the genocide; it must put the necessary pressure on Israel and its supporters," he said. "Turkey will make every effort to do so."




Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has accused Israel of genocide, called for it to be punished in international courts and criticized Western nations for backing Israel. In May, Turkey suspended trade with Israel, citing its assault on Gaza. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In contrast to Western nations that have designated Hamas a terrorist organization, Erdogan has commended the group, calling it a liberation movement.
South Africa brought a case to the International Court of Justice late last year, accusing Israel of violating the genocide convention through its military operations in Gaza.
Israel has strongly rejected accusations of genocide and has argued that the war in Gaza is a legitimate defensive action against Hamas militants for their Oct. 7 attack in southern Israel that killed around 1,200 people and in which 250 hostages were taken.

    


If admitted to the case, the countries who joined would be able to make written submissions and speak at public hearings.
Preliminary hearings have already been held in the genocide case against Israel, but the court is expected to take years to reach a final decision.
The court on Wednesday confirmed that Turkey filed a declaration for intervention in the case, adding that South Africa and Israel have been invited to "furnish written observations" on the request.
In a statement to the media, Hamas welcomed Turkey's request to join the lawsuit and said it affirms Erdogan's support for the Palestinian cause.
"No country in the world is above international law," Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Oncu Keceli said on X earlier. "The case at the International Court of Justice is extremely important in terms of ensuring that the crimes committed by Israel do not go unpunished."
Keceli also called for the immediate implementations of precautionary measures ordered by the court, including a halt to military offensive and an increase in humanitarian aid to Gaza.

    


Since Erdogan took power in 2003, former allies Turkey and Israel have experienced a volatile relationship, marked by periods of severe friction and reconciliation. The war in Gaza has disrupted the most recent attempts at normalizing ties.
--
Associated Press writer Molly Quell contributed from The Hague.
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Great Barrier Reef waters were hottest in 400 years over the past decade, study finds
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                    A school of blue-green chromid fish swim above corals on Moore Reef in Gunggandji Sea Country off coast of Queensland in eastern Australia on Nov. 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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            A school of blue-green chromid fish swim above corals on Moore Reef in Gunggandji Sea Country off coast of Queensland in eastern Australia on Nov. 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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            The Remoora pontoon, owned by Reef Magic, sits above a section of the Great Barrier Reef above Moore Reef in Gunggandji Sea Country off coast of Queensland in eastern Australia on Nov. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Sam McNeil)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Ocean temperatures in the Great Barrier Reef hit their highest level in 400 years over the past decade, according to researchers who warned that the reef likely won't survive if planetary warming isn't stopped.
During that time, between 2016 and 2024, the Great Barrier Reef, the world's largest coral reef ecosystem and one of the most biodiverse, suffered mass coral bleaching events. That's when water temperatures get too hot and coral expel the algae that provide them with color and food, and sometimes die. Earlier this year, aerial surveys of over 300 reefs in the system off Australia's northeast coast found bleaching in shallow water areas spanning two-thirds of the reef, according to Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.
Researchers from Melbourne University and other universities in Australia, in a paper published Wednesday in the journal Nature, were able to compare recent ocean temperatures to historical ones by using coral skeleton samples from the Coral Sea to reconstruct sea surface temperature data from 1618 to 1995. They coupled that with sea surface temperature data from 1900 to 2024. 

    


They observed largely stable temperatures before 1900, and steady warming from January to March from 1960 to 2024. And during five years of coral bleaching in the past decade -- during 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022 and 2024 -- temperatures in January and March were significantly higher than anything dating back to 1618, researchers found. They used climate models to attribute the warming rate after 1900 to human-caused climate change. The only other year nearly as warm as the mass bleaching years of the past decade was 2004. 




"The reef is in danger and if we don't divert from our current course, our generation will likely witness the demise of one of those great natural wonders," said Benjamin Henley, the study's lead author and a lecturer of sustainable urban management at the University of Melbourne. "If you put all of the evidence together ... heat extremes are occurring too often for those corals to effectively adapt and evolve." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Across the world, reefs are key to seafood production and tourism. Scientists have long said additional loss of coral is likely to be a casualty of future warming as the world approaches the 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) threshold that countries agreed to try and keep warming under in the 2015 Paris climate agreement. 

    


Even if global warming is kept under the Paris Agreement's goal, which scientists say Earth is almost guaranteed to cross, 70% to 90% of corals across the globe could be threatened, the study's authors said. As a result, future coral reefs would likely have less diversity in coral species -- which has already been happening as the oceans have grown hotter.
Coral reefs have been evolving over the past quarter century in response to bleaching events like the ones the study's authors highlighted, said Michael McPhaden, a senior climate scientist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration who was not involved with the study. But even the most robust coral may soon not be able to withstand the elevated temperatures expected under a warming climate with "the relentless rise in greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere," he said. 

    


The Great Barrier Reef serves as an economic resource for the region and protects against severe tropical storms.
As more heat-tolerant coral replaces the less heat-tolerant species in the colorful underwater rainbow jungle, McPhaden said there's "real concern" about the expected extreme loss in the number of species and reduction in area that the world's largest reef covers. 
"It's the canary in the coal mine in terms of climate change," McPhaden said.
___
This story has corrected attribution for the aerial surveys in the 2nd paragraph to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, rather than NASA.
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Algerians rally behind gold medal hopeful Imane Khelif amid gender misconceptions
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            Supporters and relatives celebrate after watching Algerian boxer Imane Khelif advance to the women's 66-kg Olympic final, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Girls train at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a youngster, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif celebrates after defeating Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng in their women's 66 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Supporters and relatives celebrate after watching Algerian boxer Imane Khelif advance to the women's 66-kg Olympic final, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Supporters and relatives watch Algerian boxer Imane Khelif compete in the semifinal Olympic match in the women's 66-kg boxing, in Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Girls train for at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a child, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Omar Khelif, father of Algerian Olympic boxer, waves at his home in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Fans of Algeria cheer ahead of Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Girls train at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a youngster, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif celebrates after defeating Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng in their women's 66 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Girls train for at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a child, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Omar Khelif, father of Algerian Olympic boxer, waves at his home in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            Fans of Algeria cheer ahead of Thailand's Janjaem Suwannapheng fight against Algeria's Imane Khelif in their women's 66 kg semifinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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                                        AIN MESBAH, Algeria (AP) -- Relatives and neighbors erupted in cheers on Tuesday when Algeria's Imane Khelif advanced to the Olympic final in women's boxing, winning a clear unanimous decision over Janjaem Suwannapheng of Thailand.
In Ain Mesbah, the rural cinder block-built town where the boxer was raised, legions of supporters convened on her uncle's home to watch Khelif's match. With news camera lights shining on the gathering, they drank orange juice, waved flags and whistled as Khelif jumped around the ring in excitement about advancing to Friday's gold medal match.
"Between the quarterfinals and the semifinals, we were on edge," said Rachid Khelif, referencing the wave of uninformed speculation about his niece's gender. "We were afraid that these attacks would affect her psychologically. But thank God, we saw Imane in a good state of mind."

    


Few Algerians could have imagined that a 25-year-old welder's daughter from the drought-stricken Tiaret region could unite the population in such a way. But the Muslim-majority country has largely interpreted the backlash against Khelif as an attack on the nation rather than within the context of the debate underway in many Western nations about gender, sex and sports.




In the North African nation's newspapers, on television and all over social media, Khelif has become a hometown hero, celebrated for her successes and defended amid misconceptions about her gender and scrutiny over her eligibility to compete.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Imane Khelif, the last round against hate and racism!" read a Tuesday headline in leading Algerian daily Echourouk, which described her as "an iconic figure in national sport."
Rifka, an Algerian social media influencer with 5.4 million Instagram followers, posted earlier this week showing himself traveling from Algiers to Paris to stream Khelif's matches and reading headlines about Elon Musk's misconceptions about Khelif's gender.

    


"What? This man does not know Algerians," he said.
Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune has called Khelif via telephone to cheer her on and backed her amid the criticisms.
"Thank you Imane Khelif for making all Algerians happy, with this strong and wonderful qualification for the final," he wrote on X after her semifinal rout on Tuesday. "All Algerian women and men are with you."
Khelif earlier this week said that the spread of misconceptions about her gender "harms human dignity" and, throughout the Olympics, both family members and Algeria's leading politicians echoed that description, describing the attacks against her as misguided.
Salah Goudjil, the speaker of Algeria's Senate, lauded Khelif on Tuesday evening for "her well-deserved qualification for the 2024 Olympic final, amid a hateful racist campaign."
Khelif, who grew up with six siblings, was not always so embraced, however. In a pre-Olympics interview with Canal Algerie, she noted the challenges of growing up in a sheep farming community where many neighbors and family members were not accustomed to young girls pursuing certain sports.

    


"I come from a region and family that are conservative. Boxing was a sport for men only and the hardest thing for me was traveling between my village and the town where I trained," she said, recounting how she sold bread in the street.
Apart from Khelif's aunt, the audience watching her match at her uncle's home was nearly all men. But young girls continue to train at her boxing gym in nearby Tiaret, the larger town she traveled to for training during her childhood.
A flag hangs on the wall behind the gym's boxing ring, next to signs reading "Don't Give Up" and "Try Again to Win."
"We tell Imane Khelif: Continue your career and pursue your dream, which is to win the gold medal," said Yousra Messousa, a young girl who frequents the Tiaret gym. "Imane is a woman. She was born a girl, lived as a girl and boxes as a woman. Criticism and attacks don't affect her."
The controversy about Khelif's gender and eligibility stems from the Russian-dominated International Boxing Association's decision to disqualify her and a boxer from Taiwan from last year's world championships. The association said Khelif's disqualification -- which came after she defeated a Russian opponent -- was due to failing an unspecified eligibility test.

    


Its leaders and procedures have since come under fire from the International Olympic Committee, which a year ago banned the association after years of serious concerns about its financial transparency and competition governance.
The IOC has called the testing done on Khelif and Lin " impossibly flawed," and seemingly another part of a Russian-fueled defamation campaign directed at an Olympic Games from which its athletes are mostly banned from competing.
Such debates about gender identity may be animating the United States and Europe, but they're mostly foreign in Algeria. Abdelkader Bezaiz, a coach at Tiaret's boxing center, told The Associated Press, "it only strengthens Imane Khelif's determination and will to prove that she is the boxing champion of these Paris Games."

    


"All the Algerian people are happy. Everyone was waiting for this victory," said Khelif's cousin, Walid Djobar. "I really hope she gets the gold medal and I have a feeling she's going to bring it home."
___
This story has been corrected to show that Imane Khelif has six, not five, siblings.
___
AP Sports Writer Greg Beacham in Paris contributed to this report. Metz reported from Rabat, Morocco.
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            Haleigh Washington, center, and Jordyn Poulter, right, of the United States, celebrate at the end of a women's quarter final volleyball match between the United States and Poland at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            Jordyn Poulter of the United States, left, and Martyna Lukasik of Poland compete for the ball during a women's quarter final volleyball match between the United States and Poland at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            Joanna Wolosz of Poland, right, competes for the ball with Haleigh Washington, second from left, and Jordyn Poulter of the United States during a women's quarter final volleyball match between the United States and Poland at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            Jordyn Poulter of the United States tries to block a ball during a women's quarter final volleyball match between the United States and Poland at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Moments before match point of the Olympic quarterfinals, Jordyn Poulter punched herself in the outer thigh. 
It wasn't a motivational tactic -- she's plenty good at getting herself fired up. No, the American setter was making sure blood kept flowing around her surgically repaired left knee, covered by an enormous black brace.
It has been 19 months since Poulter crumbled to the floor while playing in Italy, knowing instantly she was seriously hurt. 
"I had never been in so much pain in my life," she said. 
Which is why her entire left leg still needs some extra TLC.
"This whole chain with the extent of the damage that was done in my knee, sometimes it gets a little tight, so I just hit it to get it loose," she said. 
It's a little like the thoughtful care she received for months during her daunting comeback. At times, she would have six coaches working her out at once, something coach Karch Kiraly acknowledges with a chuckle was "what any American club would call private lessons."

    


A devastating knee injury
In December 2022 while playing for her Italian club, Poulter suffered a devastating knee injury that required surgery. She tore the ACL, MCL, posterior cruciate ligament and meniscus.




All this after she hurt an ankle in the final match of Olympic pool play against Italy at Tokyo three years ago but played through it. Then, in summer 2022, she got her gold medal stolen from her car but later recovered it. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is a redemption of sorts for Poulter, who finally felt at full strength again in March. She helped the Americans defeat Poland in straight sets Tuesday to move into the semifinal round Thursday against Brazil -- a rematch of the Tokyo Games gold-medal match the Americans won for the program's first ever gold.
"There's a little chip on the shoulder, for sure," she said. "All the time and effort that not only I spent but all the people who love and care about me spent to get me back to where I can compete at the Olympics in the semifinal match, I couldn't ask for anything more." 
A constant reminder

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


The U.S. captain has a constant reminder of everything she endured to even make it back for the Paris Olympics: that big, bulky brace.

    


It hardly seems to hinder her game. Kiraly and the medical staff didn't know until Day 1 at these Olympics whether Poulter could even play a full match. They'd never had a chance to test her, despite knowing Poulter had put so much into improving her fitness and conditioning leading up to Paris.
She was named best setter at the Tokyo Olympics three years ago. Poulter turned 27 on July 31 after the Paris Games were underway.
"I always felt that I could get back to where I wanted to be. I didn't know if it would be the same version of myself as before or not," she said. "But that's what we do as athletes, we adapt and adjust."
Announced first among the U.S. starters during pregame introductions, Poulter runs onto the court with her arms swaying in the air. She was born in Illinois and raised in Colorado before returning to her home state to attend the University of Illinois. 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"She's a stud. People don't understand all the work she did for 19 months," Kiraly said. "It brings goosebumps and tears to my eyes with all the lonely work that she did."

    


The day she was injured, Poulter leapt in the air and at full extension, she felt the ACL pop -- "I thought the other middle blocker had kicked me, so it felt like my knee got jolted back, then on the landing my knee was hyperextended and couldn't find its place or space and everything else kind of went." 
"Obviously proud of the physical side of things, and that's a lot of quiet work behind the scenes," teammate Andrea Drews said. "She's done a really good job this tournament. It doesn't look or feel maybe how she wants it to all the time, but that doesn't mean it's bad or wrong. Different is OK."
The milestones are piling up
Kiraly kept close track of every little success along the way, from when Poulter first began jumping again to when she could finally play 6-on-6 in the spring.
"Oh he's been invested with me every step of the way," she said. "He even knows some of the dates. I don't even know some of the dates. He can pull up milestones like it's nothing."

    


Her teammates can't quite believe how far Poulter has come, with her spirt intact.
"To have everything torn in your knee and come back like a year and a half later and play in the Olympic Games is unreal," outside hitter Kathryn Plummer said. "She's changed her lifestyle to get her back where she needs to be. For her to be here and to lead this team, it's just a testament of the person she is, too. She's just a very solid, stable person. That's what our team needs."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            FILE - A person wipes sweat from their brow at Badwater Basin in Death Valley National Park, Calif., July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil, File)
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            FILE - Terry Tang puts paw booties on "Teddy," a 7-year-old chow mix, at a park, July 15, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- During the summer, Levena Lindahl closes off entire rooms, covers windows with blackout curtains and budgets to manage the monthly cost of electricity for air conditioning. But even then, the heat finds its way in.

"Going upstairs, it's like walking into soup. It is so hot," Lindahl said. "If I walk past my attic upstairs, you can feel the heat radiating through a closed door."

Lindahl, 37, who lives in North Carolina, said her monthly electricity bills in the summer used to be around $100 years ago, but they've since doubled. She blames a gradual warming trend caused by climate change.

Around 7 in 10 Americans say in the last year extreme heat has had an impact on their electricity bills, ranging from minor to major, and most have seen at least a minor impact on their outdoor activities, according to a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.

    



As tens of millions of Americans swelter through another summer of historic heat waves, the survey's findings reveal how extreme heat is changing people's lives in big and small ways. The poll found that about 7 in 10 Americans have been personally affected by extremely hot weather or extreme heat waves over the past five years. That makes extreme heat a more common experience than other weather events or natural disasters like wildfires, major droughts and hurricanes, which up to one-third of U.S. adults said they've been personally affected by. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Sizable shares of Americans - around 4 in 10 - report that extreme heat has had at least a minor impact on their sleep, pets or exercise routine. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Jim Graham, 54, lives in Phoenix, Arizona, and worries about the safety of his dog's paws when going on walks outside, especially when it gets above 105 degrees Fahrenheit (40 degrees Celsius). To protect her feet, they head out for walks at 5:30 a.m. "This year it seems hotter than usual," said Graham. His single-level home has central air conditioning and even setting the thermostat to 80 degrees Fahrenheit (27 degrees Celsius) runs him over $350 a month in electricity bills, a big jump from what he used to pay about a decade ago.

    



He's not the only one watching the dollars add up: About 4 in 10 Americans say they've had unexpectedly expensive utility bills in the past year because of storms, flood, heat, or wildfires, including nearly half of homeowners.

Like Lindahl, many see a link to climate change. About 7 in 10 U.S. adults who have experienced some type of severe weather events or weather disasters in the last five years say they believe climate change was a contributing factor. Three in 10 think climate change was not a cause.





Last year Earth was 2.66 degrees Fahrenheit (1.48 degrees Celsius) warmer than it was before pre-industrial times, according to the European climate agency Copernicus. Some might perceive that increase as insignificant, but temperatures are unevenly fluctuating across the planet and can be dangerous to human health. Several regions of the U.S. set all-time temperature records this summer, and Las Vegas reached a scorching 120 degrees Fahrenheit (48.9 degrees Celsius) on July 7.

    



According to the poll, about 1 in 10 Americans say that extreme heat has had a major impact on their sleep in the past year, while about 3 in 10 say it's had a minor impact and 55% say it's had no impact. Hispanic Americans are more likely than white Americans to say their sleep has been affected, and lower-income Americans are also more likely than higher-income Americans to report an effect on their sleep. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Extreme heat is impacting most Americans' electricity bills, AP-NORC poll finds
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a new poll on how extreme heat is affecting people's lives.

    


The effects of extreme heat are more widely reported in the West and South. About half of people living in the West say their sleep has been impacted at least in a minor way by extreme heat, while about 4 in 10 people living in the South say their sleep has been impacted, compared to about 3 in 10 people living in the Midwest and Northeast. People living in the West and South are also more likely than those in the Northeast to say their exercise routines have been affected.

    



Other aspects of daily life - like jobs and commutes, the timing of events like weddings and reunions, and travel and vacation plans - have been less broadly disrupted, but their impact is disproportionately felt among specific groups of Americans. About one-quarter of Americans say that their travel or vacation plans have been impacted by extreme heat, with Hispanic and Black Americans more likely than white Americans to say this. 

Even simply enjoying time outside has become more difficult for some. The poll found that about 6 in 10 Americans say extreme heat has impacted outdoor activities for themselves or their family. 

In general, people who don't believe climate change is happening are less likely to report being affected by various aspects of extreme heat compared to people who do. For instance, about 8 in 10 Americans who believe that climate change is happening say extreme heat has had at least a minor impact on their electricity bills, compared to half of Americans who aren't sure climate change is happening or don't think it's happening. 

    



Mario Cianchetti, 70, is a retired engineer who now lives in Sedona, Arizona. His home has solar panels and heat pumps, which he installed because he was interested in lowering his electricity bills to save money. "When you retire, you're on a single fixed income. I didn't want to have to deal with rising energy costs," said Cianchetti, who identified himself as a political independent. 

Cianchetti noted that temperatures feel unusually warm but said installing sustainable technologies in his house was a matter of finance. "It's not that I don't believe in climate change, yeah I believe we're going into a hot cycle here, but I don't believe that it's man-caused."

When it comes to general views of climate change, 70% of U.S. adults say climate change is happening. About 6 in 10 of those who believe climate change is happening say that it's caused entirely or mostly by human activities, while another 3 in 10 say it's caused equally by human activities and natural changes to the environment and 12% believe it's primarily caused by natural environmental change. Nine in 10 Democrats, 7 in 10 independents and about half of Republicans say climate change is happening.

Those numbers are essentially unchanged from when the question was last asked in April and have been steady in recent years, although about half of Americans say they have become more concerned about climate change over the past year. 

___

The poll of 1,143 adults was conducted July 25-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.

___

O'Malley reported from Philadelphia.

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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No drinking and only Christian music during Sunday Gospel Hour at Nashville's most iconic honky tonk
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                    The Rev. Ron Blakely smiles on stage during the Sunday Gospel Hour that he leads at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            On Sunday at this honky tonk there's no alcohol, only gospel

        
        
            If you walk into Robert's Western World on Sunday morning and sit on one of the barstools of this iconic Nashville honky-tonk, you won't be able to drink any alcohol and you'll listen to Christian music. For nearly two decades, has known this as "The Gospel Hour."
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            Crosses hang from one of the walls at the Rev. Ron Blakely's home near Watertown, Tenn., on Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Mimi Fischer, right, and her father, the Rev. Ron Blakely, leave Robert's Western World after the Gospel Hour held at the Nashville honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Ron Blakely rehearses with sheet music and scripture for his Sunday Gospel Hour at Robert's Western World honky tonk at his log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn. next to his dog Ope on Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Ron Blakely looks at black and white photos of his parents, musicians Jimmy and Dorothy Blakly, at his log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn., on Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Ron Blakely smiles on stage during the Sunday Gospel Hour that he leads at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Jeremy "JB" Duckett, an employee of Robert's Western World, poses at the iconic Nashville honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A group of people at Nashville's Robert's Western World listen to Christian music and words led by the Rev. Ron Blakely during Sunday Gospel Hour on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            JesseLee Jones listens to the Rev. Ron Blakely at Robert's Western World on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Ron Blakely takes a break from rehearsing with sheet music and scripture for his Sunday Gospel Hour at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Friday, July 26, 2024, at his log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 16

                                    
                                    The Rev. Ron Blakely takes a break from rehearsing with sheet music and scripture for his Sunday Gospel Hour at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Friday, July 26, 2024, at his log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 16 | 
            The Rev. Ron Blakely holds a crucifix and prays looking at the trees in the backyard of his log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn., on Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Musicians perform at Nashville's Robert's Western World honky tonk after the Sunday Gospel Hour on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A group of people smile at Nashville's Robert's Western World honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A greeter at Robert's Western World looks at passersby on Nashville's Broadway after the Gospel Hour held at the iconic honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Mimi Fischer and her father, the Rev. Ron Blakely, rehearse for their Sunday Gospel Hour at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Saturday, July 27, 2024, at Blakely's log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 16

                                    
                                    Mimi Fischer and her father, the Rev. Ron Blakely, rehearse for their Sunday Gospel Hour at Robert's Western World honky tonk on Saturday, July 27, 2024, at Blakely's log cabin home near Watertown, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 16 | 
            A cowboy hat-wearing musician is reflected on a window as he sings and plays country music at Robert's Western World as Broadway bars are reflected on a window of the iconic Nashville honky tonk on Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            JesseLee Jones and the Rev. Ron Blakely pose at Robert's Western World on Sunday, July 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Robert's Western World is known as Nashville's most authentic honky tonk and synonymous with country music. But for an hour on Sundays, no one can drink alcohol; everyone must listen to Christian music.
This is "Sunday Gospel Hour" in the Tennessee capital known as Music City.
For nearly 20 years, worship at this honky tonk has been led by the Rev. Ron Blakely -- a 71-year-old musician and Catholic convert who was ordained a priest in another faith tradition.
"It's been a blessing," he said of his weekly gig. He was interviewed at his log cabin in the outskirts of Nashville where he rehearsed before the Sunday service with sheet music and scripture.
"It's not like I got a board of elders and I have to meet all the money to pay the bills," he said, comparing it to regular houses of worship. "I'm just there, playing my guitar and giving the message that God puts in my heart."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: No drinking and only Christian music during Sunday Gospel Hour at Nashville's most iconic honky tonk
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on a gospel hour at a Nashville honky tonk.

    


    


On a recent Sunday, he strummed his guitar, wearing a black crucifix and white cowboy hat, while his daughter, Mimi Fischer, sang Patsy Cline's "Life's Railway to Heaven" in an angelic voice that moved some to tears. The stage was decorated with a fluttering U.S. flag.




"Her voice was just beautiful," said Sonia Davis, 53, a nurse visiting with her husband from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. She didn't know about the Gospel Hour until she walked into Robert's.
"I cry a lot," she said, chuckling and wiping tears after the show-turned-worship. "I feel other people's emotions, and I felt there was a lot of emotion from hearing her, and the whole band, and the fact that she was performing with her father, and it was family."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was past 11 a.m. on Sunday, when many Americans are in their churches, sitting on wooden pews.
At Robert's, some locals and dozens of tourists from across the nation instead found their church sitting on the barstools of this beloved honky tonk. It is on Lower Broadway across from Garth Brooks' multilevel entertainment space and just steps from the Ryman Auditorium -- the so-called Mother Church of Country Music.

    


Outside, partying bachelorettes and country lovers on a musical pilgrimage strolled through a packed Broadway of bars blasting live music. Inside, tourists and locals, including children (open to all until 6 p.m.; 21+ after), fidgeted on their chairs. Some seemed moved by the spirit, Christian/country classics -- or both. So, they sang along, clapped and even prayed. 
"When I sing those songs, I want for people who hear them to have a glimpse of what it is to feel and follow Jesus," said Fischer, who was joined that Sunday by his daughter Skyler, in charge of the red tip jar that later was passed around to the audience.
Around them, posters and framed photos of musicians, neon signs for bourbon and beer and shelves lined with cowboy boots -- a remnant of the locale's previous life: a boot and clothing store called Rhinestone Western Wear. At one point the building also housed the Sho-Bud Steel Guitar Company where a then-struggling country singer and pig farm owner bought what would become the legendary guitar named Trigger before he was universally known as Willie Nelson.

    


These days, Robert's is proudly known for its no frills style as one of the last bastions of traditional country music and often stands out from the many brightly lit, TV-tuning bars on Honky Tonk row. It is home of the ($6) "Recession Special" with its famous fried bologna sandwich, Moon Pie, potato chips and a Pabst Blue Ribbon, although on Sundays drinkers must wait to get their beer after the worship service.
"You can hang for the entire service and then get a beer," said John McTigue III, the band's drummer and Blakley's best friend since they met outside Robert's more than a decade ago.
"A lot of people might come to visit or might have been there the night before. And they come back again, and they don't even know that there's a service going on," McTigue said. "And once they're in there, they realize what it is -- and ... don't feel any judgment, pressure to stay there or get up and say anything. It's just a place to enjoy the spirit of God." 

    


Robert's is owned by JesseLee Jones, a Brazil-born longtime Nashville resident and the leader of the honky tonk's house band, "Brazilbilly."
The devout Christian likes to say that it's not about the building -- for you can find God anywhere -- and he doesn't mind losing money for a sober hour (or two) if "Father Ron" as he still calls him, can help everyone at Robert's have "church."
"Having church on Sunday brings a certain spirit into this place," Jones said at a storage space above the bar surrounded by boxes of beer.
"People say, 'Oh, it's bar.' Well, I beg to differ -- Robert's is not a bar. It's a honky tonk. Yeah, we sell beer and liquor, because we're in business. ... But we ain't got no televisions on the walls. It's traditional country music from the time it opens, to the time it closes. ... You have church services on Sunday."

    


__
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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Amid concerns about dirty water and strong current, marathon swimmers dive into the Seine River

    Amid concerns about dirty water and strong current, marathon swimmers dive into the Seine River
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            Athletes jump into the water to compete in the swimming race in the Seine river, during the mixed relay triathlon, at the 2024 Olympic Games, in Paris, France, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Athletes jump into the water to compete in the swimming race in the Seine river, during the mixed relay triathlon, at the 2024 Olympic Games, in Paris, France, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden (15), Belgium's Claire Michel (5) and Ekaterina Shabalina, of Kazakhstan (32) compete in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            A view of the Seine River is pictured at sunset during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Claire Michel, of Belgium, is assisted by Lotte Miller of Norway after the finish of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2020 Summer Olympics, in Tokyo, Japan, July 27, 2021. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Chile's Diego Maya, right, and Portugal's Vasco Vilaca dive back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)
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            The Netherland's Mitch Kolkman, right, dives back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)
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            Jenna Baltes, 8, of St. Paul, Minn., holds balloons while walking along the Seine river in front of the Eiffel Tower with her family during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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        Amid concerns about dirty water and strong current, marathon swimmers dive into the Seine River
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            Athletes jump into the water to compete in the swimming race in the Seine river, during the mixed relay triathlon, at the 2024 Olympic Games, in Paris, France, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden (15), Belgium's Claire Michel (5) and Ekaterina Shabalina, of Kazakhstan (32) compete in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            FILE - Claire Michel, of Belgium, is assisted by Lotte Miller of Norway after the finish of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2020 Summer Olympics, in Tokyo, Japan, July 27, 2021. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Chile's Diego Maya, right, and Portugal's Vasco Vilaca dive back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    The Netherland's Mitch Kolkman, right, dives back into the Seine river for the second lap of the swim portion at the men's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman, Pool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Jenna Baltes, 8, of St. Paul, Minn., holds balloons while walking along the Seine river in front of the Eiffel Tower with her family during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A bridge lined with ornate statues overlooks an Olympic open water course like no other. The Eiffel Tower, gold-domed Invalides and other Paris landmarks provide a stunning backdrop. Yet there was no getting around concerns about the safety of swimming in the long-polluted Seine River, not to mention contending with its strong current.
A hearty group of endurance swimmers dove into the waterway on a cloudy, cool morning Wednesday, their one and only chance to check out the river before they start handing out gold medals.
The training session received the go-ahead around 4 a.m., when World Aquatics got the results of daily testing that showed the water was within acceptable guidelines for illness-causing bacteria -- one day after another test run was canceled because of less-favorable readings.
From 2016 Olympic champion Sharon van Rouwendaal of the Netherlands to Irish star Daniel Wiffen, competing in open water for the first time, it appeared that most competitors took advantage of the chance to swim the actual 1.67-kilometer (1-mile) course through the center of the French capital after doing most of their training in the pool.

    


The women's 10k marathon race will be held Thursday, followed by the men's race on Friday.




"I was very happy that we could train today," van Rouwendaal told The Associated Press, wrapped in a towel shortly after coming out of the chilly water. "We could see how the course is and where to swim and feel the current a little bit."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The three American competitors all took part it the training session, though none put their head under the surface. They used paddle boards to get a feel for the course without taking the chance of swallowing water that might cause an illness.
"We just wanted to mitigate the risk as much as possible of the water getting inside your body," U.S. swimmer Ivan Puskovitch told the AP. "Because even if the water is swimmable, and the levels are safe, there is still some degree of risk. And I think that it goes without saying that the risk is a little bit more significant here than most open water venues."

    


Before diving in, Austrian swimmers Felix Auboeck and Jan Hercog scouted the conditions from the Pont Alexandre III, the famed bridge that overlooks the starting buoy and finishing chute.
"I think if anyone's saying they're not concerned at all, they're probably lying," Auboeck said. "I am concerned. I just hope and trust the organization in the sense that they will let us in only when it's safe enough to do so. But, of course, you're concerned because no one wants to get ill."
Auboeck can certainly see the appeal of holding open water in the Seine, the river that slices through one of the world's most picturesque cities.
"It is super exciting that this is scenery where we are racing," he said, looking toward the Eiffel Tower. "That's probably the best thing we can do for the sport."
World Aquatics canceled a test run Tuesday because of concerns over fluctuating bacteria levels in the waterway. Despite massive efforts to clear the Seine, water quality has been a constant concern throughout the Games.

    


But officials expressed confidence that both open water races will be held without any issues, especially with the skies turning sunny in the afternoon and little chance of rain in the forecast.
"We have done the tests with the water quality and I know that's really taken care of. It's not just the results we want to have. It's the real results," said Britta Kamrau, a former open water world champion from Germany who now serves on the technical committee for World Aquatics. "I'm not afraid that the athletes will get sick."
Though, she was quick to add, the very nature of the sport -- which is held in lakes, oceans and rivers around the world -- always raises concerns about the quality of the water.
"After all, it's open water swimming," Kamrau said. "You never have clean water like in the pool."
Open water athletes do most of their training in the controlled conditions of a pool. Hungary's David Betlehem said he wasn't going in the river until the actual event and criticized organizers for pressing ahead with their plans despite the potential health risks.

    


"The athletes, we have no choice. You're a little bit like a pawn," Betlehem told the AP. "If we want to change things, we need all the athletes to say no, we don't want to swim there. But there are some athletes who say, 'OK, maybe we can do it.'"
This isn't the first time questions have been raised about the safety of the water at an Olympic open water venue. There were major concerns about the sewage-filled waters off Copacabana Beach leading up to the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games, but the competition was held with no serious issues.
The Seine is unique in another way: This is the first time that Olympic open water, which was introduced at the 2008 Beijing Games, is being held in a river. 

    


Previous competition were held in the Beijing rowing basin, the Serpentine Lake in London's Hyde Park, the ocean in Rio, and Tokyo Bay.
The Seine current has been measured at 2-3 mph, a significant challenge when swimming upstream. During the training session, some swimmers looked like they were barely moving as they struggled back toward the finish line.
"When you were going the way of the current, it was great," van Rouwendaal. "You could swim on your back and you felt like you were super powerful. Then on the way back, you're like, 'Uh oh.'"
Triathlon events have already been held in the river, though the schedule was upended by the readings that are taken daily of the water quality.
Now, it's time for open water, which at least had a backup plan in place if the Seine was determined to be unsafe. The races would be shifted to Vaires-sur-Marne Nautical Stadium, site of the rowing and canoeing events.
The Seine open water course comprises a longer portion of the river that the triathlon events, starting and finishing at Pont Alexandre III. Each race is six laps. 
With a few exceptions, swimming in the Seine has been prohibited since 1923 because the water has been too toxic. 
Paris undertook an ambitious plan to clean up the river, with 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion) in infrastructure improvements that included the construction of a giant basin to capture excess rainwater and keep wastewater from flowing into the river. 
Four triathletes -- of the more than 100 who competed in the men's and women's individual races last week -- became sick in the following days, though it was unclear whether the water was to blame.
Belgian triathlete Claire Michel was among those fell ill, forcing her country to withdraw from the team event. Some news outlets reported that she had been sickened by E. coli after competing in the individual event and spent several days in the hospital. 
In an Instagram post Tuesday, Michel said it was a virus and not E. coli that made her sick.
___
AP Sports Writer Stephen Wade contributed to this report.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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How Lahaina's more than 150-year-old banyan tree is coming back to life after devastating fire

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A sprawling 151-year-old banyan tree survived the massive fire last year in Lahaina, Hawaii, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing back -- and even thriving.
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            This combination of photos shows the historic Lahaina banyan tree in Lahaina, Hawaii, after the Lahaina wildfire on Aug. 10, 2023, left, and July 6, 2024, right. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree that was damaged by a wildfire on Friday, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            FILE - A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed for commercial properties and the historic Lahaina banyan tree at right center on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin, File)
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            FILE - People walk by the historic Lahaina banyan tree in February 2018, in Lahaina, Hawaii. For generations, the banyan tree served as a gathering place along Lahaina's waterfront, its leafy branches unfurling majestically to give shade from the sun. By many accounts, it was the heart of the oceanside community -- towering more than 60 feet (18 meters) and anchored by multiple trunks that span nearly an acre. (AP Photo/Jennifer McDermott, File)
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            FILE - People look at the historic Lahaina banyan tree on Nov. 19, 2016, in Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii. For generations, the banyan tree served as a gathering place along Lahaina's waterfront, its leafy branches unfurling majestically to give shade from the sun. By many accounts, it was the heart of the oceanside community -- towering more than 60 feet (18 meters) and anchored by multiple trunks that span nearly an acre. (AP Photo/John Marshall, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk with Hawaii Gov. Josh Green and his wife Jaime Green with the historic banyan tree at right, as they visit areas devastated by a wildfire Aug. 21, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 14

                                    
                                    FILE - President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden walk with Hawaii Gov. Josh Green and his wife Jaime Green with the historic banyan tree at right, as they visit areas devastated by a wildfire Aug. 21, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 14 | 
            FILE - With the historic banyan tree in the background, President Joe Biden speaks after touring areas devastated by a wildfire on Aug. 21, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            New growth is seen on the historic banyan tree on July 6, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            FILE - New leaves grow on the historic banyan tree on June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            The historic banyan tree is seen with new growth on Saturday, July 6, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            This combination of photos shows the historic Lahaina banyan tree in Lahaina, Hawaii, after the Lahaina wildfire on Aug. 11, 2023, left, and July 6, 2024, right. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - The historic Lahaina banyan tree rises among the Wildfire wreckage, Thursday, Aug. 10, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            An aerial view shows new leaves sprouting from the historic Lahaina banyan tree, Saturday, July 6, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames threatened the 150-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing in a sign of resilient life. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            This combination of photos shows the historic Lahaina banyan tree in Lahaina, Hawaii, after the Lahaina wildfire on Aug. 11, 2023, top left, Aug. 10, 2023, bottom left, and July 6, 2024, bottom right and top right. (AP Photo)
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                                        LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) -- When a deadly wildfire tore through Lahaina on Maui last August, the wall of flames scorched the 151-year-old banyan tree along the historic town's Front Street. But the sprawling tree survived the blaze, and thanks to the efforts of arborists and dedicated volunteers, parts of it are growing back -- and even thriving.

One year after the fire, here's what to know about the banyan tree and the efforts to restore it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    



Why is Lahaina's banyan tree significant?



The banyan tree is the oldest living one on Maui but is not a species indigenous to the Hawaiian Islands. India shipped the tree as a gift to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the first Protestant missionaries to live in Lahaina. It was planted in 1873, a quarter century before the Hawaiian Islands became a U.S. territory and seven decades after King Kamehameha declared Lahaina the capital of his kingdom.

    



The tree is widely beloved and fondly remembered by millions of tourists who have visited Maui over the years. But for many others it is a symbol of colonial rule that has dispossessed Native Hawaiians of their land and suppressed their language and culture.

For generations, the banyan tree served as a gathering place along Lahaina's waterfront. By many accounts, it was the heart of the oceanside community -- towering more than 60 feet (18 meters) high and anchored by multiple trunks that span nearly an acre.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The enormous tree has leafy branches that unfurl majestically and offer shade from the sun. Aerial roots dangle from its boughs and eventually latch onto the soil to become new trunks. Branches splay out widely, and have become roosting places for choirs of birds.

    




What happened to it during the fire?



The 2023 fire charred the tree and blackened many of its leaves. But it wasn't the flames so much as the intense heat that was generated that dried out much of the tree, according to Duane Sparkman, chair of the Maui County Arborist Committee. As a result of this loss of moisture, about half of the tree's branches died, he said.

"Once that section of the tree desiccated, there was no coming back," he said. 

But other parts of the tree are now growing back healthy.


How was it saved?



Those working to restore the tree removed the dead branches so that the tree's energy would go toward the branches that were alive, Sparkman said.

To monitor that energy, 14 sensors were screwed into the tree to track the flows of cambium, or sap, through its branches.

"It's basically a heart monitor," Sparkman said. "As we've been treating the tree, the heart beat's getting stronger and stronger and stronger."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Sparkman said there are also plans to install vertical tubes to help the tree's aerial roots, which appear to be vertical branches that grow down toward the ground. The tubes will contain compost so as to provide the branches with key nutrients when they take root in the soil. 

A planned irrigation system will also feed small drops of water into the tubes. The goal, Sparkman said, is to help those aerial roots "bulk up and become the next stabilizer root." The system will also irrigate the surrounding land and the tree's canopy.

    



"You see a lot of long, long branches with hundreds of leaves back on the tree," Sparkman said, adding that some branches are even producing fruit. "It's pretty amazing to see that much of the tree come back."
What other trees were destroyed in the fire?



Sparkman estimates that Lahaina lost some 25,000 trees in the fire. 

These included the fruit trees that people grew in their yards as well as trees that are significant in Hawaiian culture, such as the ulu or breadfruit tree; the fire charred all but two of the dozen or so that remained.

Since the blaze, a band of arborists, farmers and landscapers -- including Sparkman -- has set about trying to save the ulu and other culturally important trees. Before colonialism, commercial agriculture and tourism, thousands of breadfruit trees dotted Lahaina.

To help restore Lahaina's trees, Sparkman founded a nonprofit called Treecovery. The group has potted some 3,500 trees, he said, growing them in "micro-nurseries" across the island, including at some hotels, until people can move back into their homes.

    



"We have grow hubs all over the island of Maui to grow these trees out for as long as they need. So when the people are ready, we can have them come pick these trees up and they can plant them in their yards," he said. "It's important that we do this for the families."

___

AP writer Audrey McAvoy contributed from Honolulu.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/banyan-tree-hawaii-lahaina-2023-fire-ccb63884e93fa09a3855e87163ec66fd
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Open water swimmers train in Seine River ahead of 10-kilometer Olympic marathon races

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo restated her confidence on Tuesday in the safety of the Seine River's water quality, denouncing fears as "fake news". She took a highly publicized swim in the Seine last month to allay concerns about the issue ahead of the Olympics.
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            Athletes jump into the water to compete in the swimming race in the Seine river, during the mixed relay triathlon, at the 2024 Olympic Games, in Paris, France, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A view of the Seine River is pictured at sunset during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            FILE - Australia's Natalie Van Coevorden (15), Belgium's Claire Michel (5) and Ekaterina Shabalina, of Kazakhstan (32) compete in the swim leg of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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            Athletes compete in the swimming race in the Seine during the women's individual triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024 in Paris, France. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Athletes compete in the swimming race in the Seine during the women's individual triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024 in Paris, France. (Martin Bureau/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Claire Michel, of Belgium, is assisted by Lotte Miller of Norway after the finish of the women's individual triathlon competition at the 2020 Summer Olympics, in Tokyo, Japan, July 27, 2021. Belgium's Olympic committee announced Sunday Aug.4, 2024 that it would withdraw its team from the mixed relay triathlon at the Paris Olympics after one of its competitors who swam in the Seine River fell ill. Claire Michel, who competed in the women's triathlon Wednesday, "is unfortunately ill and will have to withdraw from the competition," the Belgian Olympic and Interfederal Committee said in a statement. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Olympic open water swimmers trained in the long-polluted Seine River on Wednesday after Paris organizers determined it was safe to dive in.
A two-hour training session was held on a cool, cloudy morning, providing the only chance for swimmers to familiarize themselves with the picturesque course through the middle of the French capital.
Dozens of swimmers -- from 2016 Olympic champion Sharon van Rouwendaal to Ireland's Daniel Wiffen, competing in open water for the first time -- dove into the Seine one day before the women's 10-kilometer marathon event. The men's race is set for Friday.
Before diving in, several swimmers checked out the conditions from the famed Pont Alexandre III, adorned with golden statues and overlooking the starting buoy and finishing chute. 
"I think if anyone's saying they're not concerned at all, they're probably lying," Austrian swimmer Felix Auboeck said. "I am concerned. I just hope and trust the organization in the sense that they let us in when it's safe enough to do so. But, of course, you're concerned because no one wants to get ill or sick."

    


Then again, Auboeck can see the appeal of swimming in the Seine at the course that has the Eiffel Tower, the gold-domed Invalides, and other stunning Paris landmarks for a backdrop.




"It is super exciting that this is scenery where we are racing," he said. "That's probably like the best thing we can do for the sport."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

World Aquatics canceled a test run Tuesday because of concerns over fluctuating bacteria levels in the waterway. Despite massive efforts to clear the Seine, water quality has been a constant concern throughout the Games.
But officials expressed confidence that both races will be held without any issues, especially with a favorable forecast that calls for sunny skies in the afternoon and little chance of rain.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Open water swimmers do most of their training in the controlled conditions of a pool. While concerns about bacteria levels in the Seine might have prompted some to skip the training session and limit their time in the river to the actual event, it appeared that a majority took advantage of the training session -- especially to check out the strong current that has also raised concerns.

    


The current has been measured at 2-3 mph, a significant challenge when going upstream on the six-lap course.
"The current is just going to be another challenge," Auboeck said. "It's going to be very, very different to what we have seen before. I wish there would have been more practice races with a current like this. That would have been good."
Triathlon events have already been held in the river, though the schedule was upended by the readings that are taken daily of the water quality.
Now, it's time for open water, which at least has a backup plan in place if the Seine is determined to be unsafe. The races would be shifted to Vaires-sur-Marne Nautical Stadium, site of the rowing and canoeing events.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


The triathlon mixed relay event was held Monday. World Triathlon released data Tuesday showing the levels of fecal bacteria E. coli and enterococci were within acceptable levels for the length of the triathlon relay course during those swims.

    


The marathon swims take place on longer portions of the river and will start and finish at the Pont Alexandre III. Marathon swimmers do six laps on the 1.67-kilometer (1 mile) course for a total of 10 kilometers (6.2 miles.)
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo, who took a highly publicized swim in the Seine in July to allay fears about water quality ahead of the Olympics, expressed confidence in the preparations.
"There's been a clear improvement of the weather these past few days," she said. "So I'm really proud and happy and to all those who want to continue saying it's impossible to depollute a river, I tell them, 'Yes it's possible, we did it.'"
With a few exceptions, swimming in the Seine has been prohibited since 1923 because the water has been too toxic. 
Paris undertook an ambitious plan, including 1.4 billion euros ($1.5 billion) in infrastructure improvements to ensure that some swimming events could be held in the river. That included the construction of a giant basin to capture excess rainwater and keep wastewater from flowing into the river, renovating sewer infrastructure and upgrading wastewater treatment plants.

    


Four triathletes -- of the more than 100 who competed in the men's and women's individual races last week -- became sick in the following days, though it's unclear whether the water was to blame.
Most strains of E. coli and enterococci are harmless, and some live in the intestines of healthy people and animals. But others are dangerous and even a mouthful of contaminated water can cause infections in the urinary tract or intestines. 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Michigan will choose between Democrat Elissa Slotkin and Republican Mike Rogers for US Senate

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Mike Rogers has secured the Republican nomination for a U.S. Senate seat in Michigan. The ex-congressman celebrated his primary victory with dozens of supporters at a restaurant and bar outside of Detroit (AP video: Mike Householder)
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            U.S. Senate candidate, Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., speaks at a primary election night event in Detroit, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former U.S. Rep. and Republican candidate for Michigan Senate Mike Rogers talks to supporters at a post election gathering, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Lake Orion, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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    > Follow AP's live coverage of the 2024 election


    


LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Former U.S. Rep. Mike Rogers has secured the Republican nomination for a U.S. Senate seat in Michigan and will face Democratic Rep. Elissa Slotkin in the November election.
Slotkin and Rogers, long considered the front-runners for their respective party nominations, will now shift focus to the general election. Slotkin enters with a massive fundraising advantage and emerges nearly unscathed from a sparse primary, while Rogers has the backing of national Republican groups and former President Donald Trump.
Slotkin defeated actor Hill Harper in the Democratic primary, while Republicans chose Rogers over former U.S. Rep. Justin Amash and physician Sherry O'Donnell. Both candidates will now compete for a seat left open by longtime Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow's retirement.
The retiring incumbent joined Slotkin onstage at an event in Detroit shortly after the race was called to endorse her. Slotkin praised Stabenow for her years of service before delivering a speech positioning herself as the "normal" and "rational" candidate.

    


North of Detroit, in Oakland County, Rogers thanked supporters at a watch party for "not giving up on politics." Like Slotkin, Rogers represented a mid-Michigan swing district in Congress, and he similarly positioned himself as the common sense candidate in his speech. No Republican has won a U.S. Senate race in Michigan since 1994.




With Democrats holding a razor-thin majority in the Senate and Republicans in the House, competitive races like those in Michigan have drawn lots of attention. The state's status as a key presidential swing state raises the stakes for those seats even higher, with party control on the line from the top of the ballot all the way down to the state Legislature.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Michigan's open Senate seat is one of a handful of races nationwide that will determine control of the upper chamber in November. With a later congressional primary, Slotkin and Rogers will have a short period to transition from competing against their own party members to appealing to a broader base of voters for the Nov. 5 general election, which may explain why they have campaigned with their eyes on the general election.

    


National groups on both sides have already reserved millions of dollars worth of advertisements after the primary. Both Slotkin and Rogers, viewed for months as the overwhelming favorites in their primaries, have skipped debates and refrained from holding large campaign events.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Several U.S. House seats with primaries on Tuesday could influence the balance of power in the lower chamber, but there, too, the biggest battles will be fought in the fall campaign.
Slotkin's entry into the Senate race left her mid-Michigan 7th Congressional District seat open, historically one of the nation's top battleground districts. Both party candidates ran unopposed in their primaries there, setting the table for a November matchup between Democrat Curtis Hertel Jr. and Republican Tom Barrett.
Democratic U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee's retirement will leave an open seat in the 8th Congressional District, which extends northward from the outskirts of Detroit and covers areas such as Flint, Saginaw and Midland. First-term state Sen. Kristen McDonald Rivet, who had been endorsed by Kildee, defeated state Board of Education President Pamela Pugh and Matt Collier, the former mayor of Flint, to secure the Democratic nomination.

    


On the Republican side, former TV anchor Paul Junge defeated Mary Draves, a former chemical manufacturing executive at Dow Inc., and Anthony Hudson to win the GOP nomination. Junge lost to Kildee by over 10 percentage points in 2022. 
Meanwhile, several incumbents in battleground districts now have their November matchups set following Tuesday's primaries.
U.S. Rep. Hillary Scholten, who in 2022 became the first Democrat to represent Grand Rapids in decades, will face Paul Hudson, an attorney who defeated Michael Markey Jr. in the western Michigan district's GOP primary.
A district just north of Detroit will see a rematch between freshman GOP Rep. John James and Carl Marlinga, a longtime Macomb County prosecutor who defeated three other Democrats in the primary. Marlinga lost to James by 1,600 votes, and national Democrats have made the seat a top target this cycle. 

    


In a heavily Democratic district encompassing downtown Detroit, U.S. Rep. Shri Thanedar defeated Detroit City Council member Mary Waters, who had been endorsed by Mayor Mike Duggan. Thanedar significantly outraised her, and his win likely leaves Detroit -- a city that is nearly 80% Black -- without Black representation in Congress for a second consecutive term.
Down-ballot races held primaries across the state on Tuesday. Control of the state House of Representatives will be at stake in November, with all 110 seats up for election. Democrats took control of both chambers and the governor's office for the first time in four decades in 2022 and will be trying to defend those majorities.
___
Associated Press writer Isabella Volmert in Lansing, Michigan, contributed to this report.
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Hamas names Yahya Sinwar, mastermind of the Oct. 7 attacks, as its new leader in show of defiance

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Palestinian militant group Hamas said Tuesday it has chosen Yahya Sinwar, its top official in Gaza who masterminded the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel, as its new leader. Washington says he must now decide "whether to move forward with a ceasefire."
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            Hamas names Yahya Sinwar its new leader in Gaza, Israel and US react

        
        
            The Palestinian militant group Hamas said Tuesday it has chosen Yahya Sinwar, its top official in Gaza who masterminded the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel, as its new leader. Washington says he must now decide "whether to move forward with a ceasefire."
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            U.S. leaders call for calm in the Middle East

        
        
            Top U.S. national security leaders are calling for calm in the Middle East and say they are directly pressing Israel, Iran and others to avoid escalating the conflict.
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            FILE - Yahya Sinwar chairs a meeting with leaders of Palestinian factions at his office in Gaza City, April 13, 2022. (AP Photo/Adel Hana, File)
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            Palestinians stand in rubble after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian walks on a smoke-filled street after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7

                                    
                                    A Palestinian man carries an injured child after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            A wounded Palestinian arrives at a hospital after an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians mourn the victims of an Israeli airstrike in Deir al Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, standing with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, right, speaks during a news conference at the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Hamas on Tuesday named Yahya Sinwar, its top official in Gaza who masterminded the Oct. 7 attacks in Israel, as its new leader in a dramatic sign of the power of the Palestinian militant group's hardline wing after his predecessor was killed in a presumed Israeli strike in Iran.
The selection of Sinwar, a secretive figure close to Iran who worked for years to build up Hamas' military strength, was a defiant signal that the group is prepared to keep fighting after 10 months of destruction from Israel's campaign in Gaza and after the assassination of Sinwar's predecessor, Ismail Haniyeh.
It is also likely to provoke Israel, which has put him at the top of its kill list after the Oct. 7 attack, in which militants killed 1,200 people in southern Israel and took about 250 as hostages. 
The announcement comes at volatile moment. Fears are high of an escalation into a wider regional war, with Iran vowing revenge against Israel over Haniyeh's killing and Lebanon's Hezbollah threatening to retaliate over Israel's killing of one of its top commanders in an airstrike in Beirut last week. American, Egyptian and Qatari mediators are trying to salvage negotiations over a cease-fire and hostage release deal in Gaza, shaken by Haniyeh' killing.

    


Hamas said in a statement it named Sinwar as the new head of its political bureau to replace Haniyeh, who was killed in a blast that Iran and Hamas blamed on Israel. Israel has not confirmed or denied responsibility. Also last week, Israel said it had confirmed the death of the head of Hamas' military wing, Mohammed Deif, in a July airstrike in Gaza. Hamas has not confirmed his death.




In reaction to the appointment, Israeli military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari told Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya televsion, "There is only one place for Yahya Sinwar, and it is beside Mohammed Deif and the rest of the October 7th terrorists. That is the only place we're preparing and intending for him." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel's killings of multiple senior officials in Hamas over recent months left Sinwar as the most prominent figure in the group. His selection signals that the leadership on the ground in Gaza -- particularly the armed wing known as the Qassam Brigades -- has taken over from the leadership in exile, which has traditionally maintained the position of the overall leadership to navigate relations with foreign allies and diplomacy.

    


Haniyeh, who had lived in self-imposed exile in Qatar since 2019, had played a direct role in negotiations over a cease-fire in Gaza through U.S., Qatari and Egyptian negotiators -- though he and other Hamas officials always ran proposals and positions by Sinwar. 
Speaking to Al-Jazeera television after the announcement, Hamas spokesman Osama Hamdan said Sinwar would continue the cease-fire negotiations.
"The problem in negotiations is not the change in Hamas," he said, blaming Israel and its ally the United States for the failure to seal a deal. 
But he said said Sinwar's selection was a sign the group's will had not been broken. Hamas "remains steadfast in the battlefield and in politics," he said. "The person leading today is the one who led the fighting for more than 305 days and is still steadfast in the field."

    


Hamas' allies Iran and Hezbollah issued statements praising Sinwar's appointment.
Hamas' representative in Iran, Khaled Kaddoumi, called Sinwar a "consensus choice" popular among all factions and involved in the group's decision-making throughout, including in negotiations. In a voice message to the AP, he said Sinwar knows the political aspirations of the Palestinians for a state and the return of refugees but he is also a "fierce fighter on the battlefield."
Mediators have been struggling to push through a U.S.-backed outline for a deal, but talks have hit obstacles, particularly over its centerpiece terms -- a release of all of Hamas' remaining hostages in return for an end to the war and a full withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza. 
Hamas has demanded guarantees from mediators that an initial cease-fire will continue until terms for that exchange are worked out. Israeli leaders have threatened to resume fighting to eliminate Hamas after an initial partial hostage release. 

    


In Washington, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Sinwar "has been and remains the primary decider when it comes to concluding the cease-fire."
He said Sinwar must "decide whether to move forward with a cease-fire that manifestly will help so many Palestinians in desperate need, women, children, men who are caught in a crossfire ... It really is on him."
As Hamas' leader inside Gaza since 2017, Sinwar rarely appeared in public but kept an iron grip on Hamas' rule over the territory. Close to Deif and Qassam Brigades, he worked to build up the group's military capabilities. 
In one of his few appearances, Sinwar ended a public speech in Gaza by inviting Israel to assassinate him, proclaiming, "I will walk back home after this meeting." He then did so, shaking hands and taking selfies with people in the streets. 

    


He has been in deep hiding since the Oct. 7 attacks, which triggered Israel's campaign of bombardment and offensives aimed at destroying Hamas. The death toll among Palestinians is now nearing 40,000, most of the population of 2.3 million has been driven from their homes, and large swaths of Gaza's towns and cities have been destroyed. In May, prosecutors at the International Criminal Court sought an arrest warrant against Sinwar on charges of war crimes over the Oct. 7 attack, as well as against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Israel's defense minister for war crimes.
Hugh Lovatt, an expert on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict at the European Council on Foreign Relations. said the elimination of other top figures cleared the way for Sinwar. "Two weeks ago, few would have expected Sinwar to be the group's next leader despite the strong influence he exerts from Gaza," he said.
The killing of Haniyeh, a relative moderate, "not only opened the path for Sinwar to claim full control of Hamas, but also appears to have tipped the group into a more hardline direction," he said. 
----
Associated Press writers Kareem Chehayeb and Sarah El Deeb in Beirut contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Pakistani man with ties to Iran is charged in plot to carry out political assassinations on US soil
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                    This image provided by the Justice Department, contained in the complaint supporting the arrest warrant, shows Asif Merchant. The Pakistani man alleged to have ties to Iran has been charged in a plot to carry out political assassinations on U.S. soil, the Justice Department said Aug. 6, 2024. (Justice Department via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A Pakistani man alleged to have ties to Iran has been charged in a plot to carry out political assassinations on U.S. soil, including potentially of former President Donald Trump.
The case disclosed by the Justice Department on Tuesday comes two years after officials disrupted a separate scheme that they said was aimed at former Trump administration national security adviser John Bolton.
Asif Merchant traveled to New York in June for the purpose of meeting with men he thought he was recruiting to carry out the killings, even paying a $5,000 advance to two would-be assassins who were actually undercover law enforcement officers, federal officials said. He was arrested in July as he prepared to leave the United States, after having told the men that he would provide further instructions, including the names of the intended targets, in August or September after he returned to Pakistan.

    


Court documents do not identify any of the potential targets. But U.S. officials acknowledged in July that a threat on Donald Trump's life from Iran prompted additional security in the days before a Pennsylvania rally in which Trump was injured by a shooter's bullet. That July 13 shooting, carried out by a 20-year-old Pennsylvania man, was unrelated to the Iran threat and Merchant's arrest has no connection to the Trump assassination attempt, a law enforcement official said.




But an FBI agent's affidavit suggests Merchant had current or former high-level officials like Trump in mind. He told an associate who was secretly cooperating with law enforcement that he wanted a "political person" to be killed, the complaint said, mapping out on a napkin the different scenarios in which the target could be assassinated and warning that there would be security "all around."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. officials have warned for years about Iran's desire to avenge the 2020 killing of Qassem Soleimani, who led the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' Quds Force. That strike was ordered by Trump when he was president. The U.S. government has since paid for security for multiple Trump administration officials, and in 2022, the Justice Department charged an Iranian operative in a foiled plot to kill Bolton.

    


FBI Director Christopher Wray said at a July House hearing that the Iranian government had been "extremely aggressive and brazen" in recent years, and Attorney General Merrick Garland said Tuesday that "we expect that these threats will continue and that these cases will not be the last.
"The Justice Department will spare no resource to disrupt and hold accountable those who would carry out Iran's lethal plotting against Americans," he said.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters Tuesday during an afternoon press briefing that the U.S. had been "tracking Iranian threats against former politicians." 
"We consider this a national and homeland security matter of the highest priority. We have repeatedly met at the highest levels of our government to develop and implement a comprehensive response," she said.

    


Federal officials identified Merchant, 46, as a Pakistani citizen who has said he has a wife and children in Iran and who traveled frequently to Iran, Syria and Iraq. A lawyer for Merchant declined to comment Tuesday when reached by The Associated Press. 
After Merchant's arrest, Justice Department prosecutors urged a judge to keep him locked up, writing in a detention memo that before flying from Pakistan to the U.S., he spent approximately two weeks in Iran. "Given the seriousness of the murder for hire charges, the defendant has every incentive to flee to either Pakistan or Iran, significantly reducing the likelihood of his appearance in this case should he flee."
He was ordered detained following a court appearance.
In Pakistan, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said she saw media reports about the arrest. 
"We are in touch with the U.S. authorities and await further details," her statement read. "We have also noted the statements by U.S. officials that this is an ongoing investigation. Before giving our formal reaction, we also need to be sure of the antecedents of the individual in question."

    


Court documents trace the foiled plot to April, when Merchant flew to the U.S. to recruit participants in the scheme. He contacted a person he thought would help him but who instead alerted law enforcement. That person became a confidential source for investigators, including by introducing Merchant to the purported hitmen, officials said.
After meeting the two undercover officers posing as hitmen, the affidavit says, Merchant told them the work would be long-term. He instructed them that in addition to the killings, he would expect them to arrange protests at political rallies, steal documents and launder money for him. He told them he would return to Pakistan before giving them additional instructions.

    


Officials say Merchant paid a $5,000 advance for the planned killings.
"Now we know we're going forward. We're doing this," one of the purported hitmen said, according to the affidavit. 
"Yes, absolutely," Merchant replied.
Merchant was arrested July 12, the same day he planned to leave the U.S. Prosecutors say a search of his wallet found a handwritten note that included code words he had used to communicate with the individuals he thought were hitmen.
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            United States' Anthony Davis scores a basket during a men's quarterfinal game against Brazil at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (Jamie Squire/Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States' Joel Embiid reaches for the ball during a men's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (Jamie Squire/Pool Photo via AP)
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            United States' Stephen Curry, center, greets Kiyan Anthony, left, and Carmelo Anthony, after the United States defeated Brazil in a men's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            United States' Bam Adebayo, right, dunks as Brazil's Gui Santos defends during a men's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Serbia's Nikola Jokic questions a call during a men's quarterfinal game against Australia at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Franz Wagner, right, of Germany, shoots as Nick Calathes, of Greece, defends during a men's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Serbia's Nikola Jokic questions a call during a men's quarterfinal game against Australia at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- U.S. coach Steve Kerr knows something unexpected is going to happen when his team plays against Serbia in the semifinals of the Paris Olympics. Maybe Serbia will change its lineup. Maybe Nikola Jokic will play the entire game. Or maybe the surprise will be that there's no surprise at all.
Whatever the case, Kerr knows the Americans have to be ready for anything.
The U.S. will look to reach the gold-medal game for the 18th time in its 20 Olympic appearances when it faces Serbia in the semifinals of the Paris Games on Thursday night. The Americans are 2-0 against Serbia this summer, winning an exhibition last month and then winning again in the Olympic opener for both teams.
"Serbia is really good," Kerr said. "We can't get lulled to sleep because we beat them twice. We have to be prepared for their best effort."
The final four teams at the Paris Games aren't an overly surprising mix, and the semifinal games are both rematches from contests earlier in this tournament.

    


World Cup champion Germany takes on Victor Wembanyama and host France in the first semifinal, while World Cup runner-up Serbia takes on the four-time defending Olympic champion U.S. in the second semifinal. Germany, Serbia and the U.S. were all favored in their quarterfinal wins over Greece, Australia and Brazil, respectively, while France pulled the lone surprise of sorts by ousting Canada.




Serbia rallied from 24 points down to beat Australia. Germany -- which had barely trailed at all in the tournament before Tuesday -- erased a 12-point deficit to beat Greece.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We stayed together. We didn't panic, we stayed together," Germany coach Gordie Herbert said. "Adversity's good. The quarterfinal is one of the toughest games to play. And we just talked about enjoying the moment, but it's easy to say, not so easy to do."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


The medal games are Saturday. Thursday's winners play for gold, Thursday's losers play for bronze.

    


"It's a great feeling to be able to make sure we play on the last day of the tournament, to make sure we give ourselves a chance to win a medal," France guard Evan Fournier said. "And hopefully it's going to be the right one."
Germany vs. France
How Germany got here: defeated Japan 97-77, defeated Brazil 86-73, defeated France 85-71, defeated Greece 76-63 in quarterfinals.
How France got here: defeated Brazil 78-66, defeated Japan 94-90, lost to Germany 85-71, defeated Canada 82-73 in quarterfinals.
Medal history: France is a three-time silver medalist (1948, 2000, 2020). Germany has never won an Olympic medal in men's basketball.
Outlook: The French rode defense to their win over Canada in the quarterfinals, with the curious case of Rudy Gobert an interesting subplot to that one -- he says he had surgery to fix a finger issue, coach Vincent Collet says Gobert didn't have a procedure, but either way, he'll be good to go in the semifinals. Whether he will return to the starting lineup remains unclear. ... This is Germany's first trip to the Olympic semifinals. Going back to last year's World Cup, Germany is 12-0 in major international competition since last summer (excluding exhibitions). ... Thursday's game will be the fourth between these clubs this summer. Germany went 2-1 in the first three, and France's win came when Germany was missing a bunch of starters. ... Germany's Franz Wagner is the highest per-game scorer left in the tournament, getting 20.8 per contest so far.
U.S. vs. Serbia

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


How the U.S. got here: defeated Serbia 110-84, defeated South Sudan 103-86, defeated Puerto Rico 104-83, defeated Brazil 122-87 in quarterfinals.

    


How Serbia got here: lost to U.S. 110-84, defeated Puerto Rico 107-66, defeated South Sudan 96-85, defeated Australia 95-90 in quarterfinals.
Medal history: The U.S. has won 16 golds (1936, 1948, 1952, 1956, 1960, 1964, 1968, 1976, 1984, 1992, 1996, 2000, 2008, 2012, 2016, 2020), one silver (1972) and two bronzes (1988, 2004). Serbia won silver in 2016.
Outlook: The U.S. has started an Olympics with four consecutive games of 100 or more points for only the second time. The other was 1992; that team scored 100 or more in all of its Olympic contests. ... Both U.S. wins over Serbia this summer have been by exactly 26 points -- 110-84 in France and 105-79 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. ... Nikola Jokic is averaging 19.3 points and Bogdan Bogdanovic is averaging 18.5 points for Serbia in these Olympics. ... Anthony Edwards is averaging 16.8 points per game to lead the U.S., and he's doing that coming off the bench. ... If Jayson Tatum makes a 3-pointer in either of the final two U.S. games -- he hasn't made one yet this summer -- this will be the first U.S. Olympic team in which all 12 players make at least one shot from beyond the arc.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-basketball-semifinals-lebron-wemby-0bcef4ac1682ba86296c0e00573d8c29
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            United States' Diana Taurasi (12) celebrates with United States' Jackie Young (13) during a women's quarterfinal game against Nigeria at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Jade Melbourne (2) is hugged by Sami Whitcomb (32), of Australia, after a game against Serbia in a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Alexis Peterson (1), of Germany, complains about a call as Marine Johannes (23), of France, celebrates during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Emma Meesseman (11), of Belgium, celebrates during a women's quarterfinal game against Spain at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Napheesa Collier (11) shoots on Pallas Kunayi Akpanah (3), of Nigeria, during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Alyssa Thomas (14) reaches for a loose ball against Nigeria during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Brittney Griner (15) looses the ball under pressure from Pallas Kunayi Akpanah (3), of Nigeria, during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Cheryl Reeve talks with Diana Taurasi (12) during a women's quarterfinal game against Nigeria at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Sami Whitcomb (32), of Australia, celebrates after Australia defeated France in a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Jade Melbourne (2) is hugged by Sami Whitcomb (32), of Australia, after a game against Serbia in a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Alexis Peterson (1), of Germany, complains about a call as Marine Johannes (23), of France, celebrates during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Emma Meesseman (11), of Belgium, celebrates during a women's quarterfinal game against Spain at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Napheesa Collier (11) shoots on Pallas Kunayi Akpanah (3), of Nigeria, during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Alyssa Thomas (14) reaches for a loose ball against Nigeria during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Brittney Griner (15) looses the ball under pressure from Pallas Kunayi Akpanah (3), of Nigeria, during a women's quarterfinal game at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            United States' Cheryl Reeve talks with Diana Taurasi (12) during a women's quarterfinal game against Nigeria at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            Sami Whitcomb (32), of Australia, celebrates after Australia defeated France in a women's basketball game at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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PARIS (AP) -- The U.S. and Australia are set for the next chapter in their international women's basketball rivalry at the Olympics.
The teams will play in Friday's semifinals for a spot in Sunday's gold medal game. France will face Belgium in the other matchup.
It has been a one-sided affair between the Americans and Australians. The Opals have never beaten the U.S. in Olympic competition, losing in the gold medal game in 2000, '04 and '08. The Australians also lost to the U.S. in the semifinals of the 1996 and 2012 Olympics.
The U.S. and Australia met in the quarterfinals at the Tokyo Games in 2021, and once again the Ameticans came away with a win. 
Diana Taurasi, who has been a part of four of the U.S. wins over the Aussies. is worried about rooting interests in her home as she's married to former Australian basketball standout Penny Taylor.

    


"It's going to be a home divided ... I hope she wants Australia to win. She gave that team a world championship. She was MVP of the world," Taurasi told The Associated Press. "You know, she has such an admiration for being Australian and for that team. And ... being a part of it for so, so long ... we know how hard that game is going to be. It's never easy."




Despite the lack of success, the Australians aren't afraid of the Americans since most of the Opals' roster plays in the WNBA with and against the U.S. players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think the fact that we have so many players that are familiar with them and that have played with and against them helps," Australia guard Sami Whitcomb said after the Opals beat Serbia in the quarterfinals Wednesday. "Obviously they're phenomenal players, but I really like our group as well. I like how we match up. I think all you can do is play your best on the day and give your best on the day, and that's what we're going to do."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Like Taurasi, Lauren Jackson has been involved in many of those Australia-U.S showdowns, including the infamous incident involving Lisa Leslie in the 2000 Sydney gold medal game when the Aussie pulled off the U.S. star's hair extension.

    


The 43-year-old Jackson hasn't contributed much in this Olympics, but the fact she's still playing is a near miracle itself after she retired due to injuries in 2016.
The other semifinal matchup features the host French squad and medal-round newcomer Belgium. The teams have drawn the best crowds during the tournament. Belgium routinely drew close to 25,000 fans in the preliminary round that was played about 20 miles from the country's border in Lille, France.
The Belgian Cats have been on the rise lately internationally behind Emma Meesseman. They placed seventh in the Tokyo Games, fifth at the World Cup a year later and won the EuroBasket championship last year. Now they have a chance to win the country's first Olympic medal in basketball.
"People talk about us, people support us. Everywhere we go, they know us," Meesseman said. "So I'm sure this inspires a lot of people, no matter if they do sports or not. Just following a dream, we show it's possible."

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Meesseman, who promised her teammates she'd dye her hair blonde by making the semifinals said they told her "if we make the final, I have to put the Belgium flag in it as well."

    


Belgium coach Rachid Meziane is from France and was thrilled to have a chance to play against her home country in front of a packed crowd.
"Maybe it can be something amazing to play in this gym against French," he said.
France rebounded from its lone loss of the tournament to rout Germany in the quarterfinals. Marine Johannes had a huge game, and the French team played tough defense on the Germans.
They were excited for a chance to once again play in front of the home crowd and potentially clinch a medal with a victory.
"Yeah, we can breathe again. There's always, a little bit of stress, but the fact that we didn't crack under it feels great," French star Gabby Williams said. "But now we can kind of breathe a little bit easier. Not too much. But it feels great to get to the win."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-paris-womens-basketball-13a3c98b13c950d4b5bded609cf898e5
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            Sha'carri Richardson, right, of the United States, and Rebekka Haase, of Germany, in the women's 4x100-meter relay heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Germany, the United States, and Australia compete in a women's 4 x 100 meters relay round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Poland, Germany, the United States, and Australia compete in a women's 4 x 100 meters relay round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Sha'carri Richardson, of the United States, and Rebekka Haase, of Germany, compete in a women's 4 x 100 meters relay round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Courtney Lindsey, of the United States, starts the final leg in the men's 4x100-meter relay heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            Courtney Lindsey, right, of the United States, runs in the men's 4x100-meter relay heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Christian Coleman, right, of the United States, hands off to Fred Kerley teammate during a heat in the men's 4 x 100-meter relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Courtney Lindsey, of the United States, leads his heat in the men's 4x100-meter relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            Sha'carri Richardson, of the United States, and Rebekka Haase, of Germany, compete in a women's 4 x 100 meters relay round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            Ackeem Blake, right, of Jamaica, hands off to teammate Jelani Walker during a heat in the men's 4 x 100-meter relay at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Courtney Lindsey, of the United States, starts the final leg in the men's 4x100-meter relay heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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                                        SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- Sha'Carri Richardson bailed out the U.S. women out from a near collapse Thursday in the Olympic 4x100 relay, overcoming a German runner in the anchor leg to help the Americans win their heat and move to the gold-medal race.
The U.S. men, who haven't won a medal in this event since 2004, advanced easily despite a small hiccup. In the strangest twist of all, it was Jamaica's men who struggled with the baton and will be sitting on the sideline for Friday's final.
In the women's race, Richardson was about three steps behind after receiving the baton from Gabby Thomas, who earlier nearly misconnected on her exchange with Twanisha Terry.
That put Richardson in a hole against Rebekka Haase, but the 100-meter silver medal winner was looking back at Haase by the finish. The U.S. won in 41.94 seconds, .19 ahead of the Germans.

    


The men's team cruised to a win in 37.47 seconds despite an awkward first exchange. Christian Coleman handed off to Fred Kerley with his right hand, while grabbing Kerley's wrist with his left to make sure the stick was secure.
Kerley, Kyree King and Courtney Lindsey sped off with the win from there, and the U.S. beat South Africa by nearly half a second. Two of the country's best sprinters, Noah Lyles and Kenny Bednarek, were absent from the lineup as they prepare for the 200-meter final Thursday night. 




Jamaica, which won all three Olympic relays when Usain Bolt was in the mix, looked like a much different team this time. A bad first exchange put them behind, and when 100 silver medalist Kishane Thompson took off too fast, then had to slow down to receive the stick for the anchor lap, Jamaica was cooked. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thompson crossed the line fourth leaving Jamaica's women with the only chance in the 4x100 to add to the country's lone sprint medal so far in Paris. 
None of that team's best sprinters over the past decade -- Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, Shericka Jackson or Elaine Thompson-Herah -- were on the team that finished third in its heat. 

    


No team came into the qualifying race with a more loaded lineup that the U.S. women, but it all nearly cratered when Thomas took off early on the third leg, then had to slow down to receive the baton from Terry. 
Both sprinters appeared to have their hand on the baton as Thomas crossed over the yellow line marking the end of the passing zone, which would make it a legal pass. 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-shacarri-relay-sprint-2098c19cc5a4bd037fd800898251e8b5
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SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- Who was that masked person? 
It was Raven Saunders, of course -- the theatrical American shot put standout who uses the pronouns they and them and brings their own distinctive style to every meet they attend. 
Saunders qualified for the Olympic final Thursday, wearing a full-faced black mask and gold-hued sunglasses. Their hair was dyed neon green on one side and purple on the other. Saunders had gold grills covering their upper and lower teeth, along with long fingernails on their left hand that were bedazzled and in Team USA colors and the letters H-U-L-K.
This is Saunders' alter ego once the shot put starts flying. Turning into "The Hulk" helps them feel like a superhero getting ready to hurl that 8.8-pound hunk of metal.
"I'm in full form," Saunders said of their costume. "I had to remind the people, I am who I am."

    


And that's a threat to add another medal to the silver they took in Tokyo. And a mental-health advocate. And a role model. And a reminder to the world that the Olympics are a bridge that can reach well beyond sports.
"It is one way to make me stand out and encourage other women," Saunders said of their shot-put persona. "A lot of younger athletes are coming through and they really push their own styles."




After scratching on their first throw, they recorded 17.93 meters on their second and 18.62 on their final to ensure their spot in the final. As usual, it will be as interesting to see what Saunders wears as how far they throw.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I have something even better," they said of what's in store. 
At the medals ceremony in Tokyo, Saunders crossed their arms and formed an "X" with their wrists. Saunders explained the "X" stood for "the intersection of where all people who are oppressed meet."
The 28-year-old from Charleston, South Carolina, competed at Southern Illinois before transferring to Ole Miss. They won NCAA shot put titles at both schools, in 2015 and 2016. 

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Saunders missed the 2023 world championships when they were suspended for 18 months because of three "whereabouts failures" -- missing drug tests -- within a 12-month period. 

    


It was all part of a dark time for Saunders, whose mom died unexpectedly just after the Tokyo Games and also went through hip surgery.
There was serious consideration to walking away from the sport. 
"No matter how dark it gets, no matter how tough -- there will be light," Saunders said. "Those dark moments, those dark days, I dragged myself out of bed and drag myself to weight room, tears in my eyes, begging, 'When is this going to be over?' I just kept fighting every single day. It felt like for months on end, and finally I had a breakthrough. That's the power of resilience and persistence and trust and faith."
Saunders has not shied away from discussing their mental-health hurdles. If that message seeps through to others, it's great with them.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"I honestly said that If I made this team, when I made this team, that it was for the people," Saunders said. "It was for the people that reminded me of who I was when I was down, when I was out, when I was suspended." 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Los Angeles Chargers running back J.K. Dobbins runs with the ball during NFL football practice at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., on Sunday, August 4, 2024. The Rams and Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp (10) catches a pass during NFL football practice at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., on Sunday, August 4, 2024. The Rams and Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Rams wide receiver Puka Nacua (17) and quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (11) practice during NFL football camp at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., Sunday, Aug.t 4, 2024. The Rams and the Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Miami Dolphins cornerback Kader Kohou (4) defends Atlanta Falcons wide receiver Darnell Mooney (1) during an NFL joint football practice at the team's practice facility, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            Atlanta Falcons wide receiver Drake London (5) catches a pass ahead of Miami Dolphins cornerback Kendall Fuller (29) during an NFL joint football practice at the team's practice facility, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            New York Jets offensive coordinator Nathaniel Hackett talks wit head coach Robert Saleh during the team's NFL football training camp, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Florham Park, N.J. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            New York Jets head coach Robert Saleh talks to reporters after the team's NFL football training camp, Wednesday, July 24, 2024, in Florham Park, N.J. (AP Photo/Rich Schultz)
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            Los Angeles Chargers running back J.K. Dobbins runs with the ball during NFL football practice at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., on Sunday, August 4, 2024. The Rams and Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Rams wide receiver Cooper Kupp (10) catches a pass during NFL football practice at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., on Sunday, August 4, 2024. The Rams and Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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            Los Angeles Rams wide receiver Puka Nacua (17) and quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo (11) practice during NFL football camp at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif., Sunday, Aug.t 4, 2024. The Rams and the Chargers are having joint practices. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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                                        The first week of joint practices at NFL training camps included one player getting carted off the field and two teams getting fined $200,000 each for excessive fighting.
Those events have lent credence to the notion that joint practice sessions don't need to last longer than one day, an idea growing in popularity. After nearly 80% of the 2023 joint practices lasted two days, over two-thirds of the sessions this year are one-day affairs.
"One, to me, is plenty," New York Jets coach Robert Saleh said.
The argument against two-day joint practices is that the second day often is chippier and increases the possibility of injuries.
Atlanta wide receiver Rondale Moore was carted off the field with a leg injury Wednesday as the Falcons practiced against the Miami Dolphins for a second straight day. Also Wednesday, the NFL fined the New York Giants and Detroit Lions $200,000 each for multiple fights that stretched across their two days of practicing against each other.

    


The NFL sent out a memo last month stating fights and unprofessional conduct at joint practices wouldn't be tolerated. Packers coach Matt LaFleur noted earlier in this offseason that "sometimes it becomes a wrestling match out there or an MMA fight" when joint practices extend to a second day.




"Every time I've ever had a joint practice, the first day will be a little rough and then the second one ends in a fight," Packers running back Josh Jacobs said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The problems with this week's Falcons-Dolphins and Giants-Lions joint practices didn't necessarily result from both lasting two days.
Moore suffered an apparent non-contact injury, so it just as easily could have happened if the Falcons had been practicing on their own. Much of the fighting between the Giants and Lions, including one brawl that injured Detroit cornerback Emmanuel Moseley, happened on their first practice day rather than their second.

    


NFL teams are permitted to hold joint practices for as many as four days during training camp, and those can be divided in any way possible. For instance, the Los Angeles Rams are holding four separate one-day sessions against three different teams.
The Rams held their first joint workout with the Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday, and they'll meet again on Aug. 14. The Rams practiced with the Dallas Cowboys on Thursday and have a session with the Houston Texans on Aug. 22.
Rams quarterback Matthew Stafford said after Sunday's workout that he likes limiting joint practices to one day.
"I think there's probably less fights, which is good," Stafford said. "You know, the second day is when everybody kind of gets a little charged up and gets going."
It also has been when some notable injuries have occurred.
Saleh's Jets were in a second day of joint workouts with the Packers three years ago when defensive end Carl Lawson ruptured his Achilles tendon and safety Zane Lewis hurt his knee, knocking both players out for the entire season.
Saleh shortened the Jets' two scheduled two-day joint practices last year to a single day each. The Jets practiced against the Washington Commanders on Thursday and have one-day sessions with the Carolina Panthers on Aug. 15 and the Giants on Aug. 21.

    


"Very rarely do you ever have a football player go through that much volume and intensity in back-to-back days," Saleh said. "So you're not only subjecting our guys to the injury on Day 2, but also it's just very little production because they're just seeing red and they're fighting and they're avoiding their techniques."
That much was apparent during the Packers' joint practices with the New England Patriots last year. After the first day went by without any major incidents, three fights broke out about five minutes into their second joint workout.
New Orleans Saints coach Dennis Allen explained why fights are more likely on the second day.
"You have the first day's practice," Allen said. "One team or the other is going to feel like they got the better of the other team. Those coaches are going to go yell at their players. Their players are going to pissed off, and then that's how that stuff happens, right?"

    


Some don't see the need to have joint practices at all.
The reigning Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs and Las Vegas Raiders are the only teams not having any joint practices this year.
"I think the way we go about it -- I think we go fast, we practice hard, we do those things amongst ourselves, and the guys challenge each other," Chiefs coach Andy Reid said. "And I don't think there's a better way to do it, if your guys are willing to do that."
Packers safety Xavier McKinney said he doesn't like joint practices because there's too much fighting and the action on the field is "all vanilla stuff" since neither team wants to reveal its entire playbook. McKinney said any joint practices that happen shouldn't last longer than a single day.

    


"Once you see the first practice, you're like, 'OK, you've seen me. I've seen you. We don't need to keep doing this,'" McKinney said.
But others consider joint practices a valuable method of preseason preparation.
"I thought the two days were effective," Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins said Wednesday. "It's really important to see different looks, just seeing different nickel pressures, corner pressures, coverage structures, fronts. It creates a lot of good conversations. The meeting time after these practices is very productive, to talk through it all."
___
AP Pro Football Writers Dave Campbell, Dennis Waszak and John Wawrow, AP Sports Writers Mark Anderson, Dan Gelston, Brett Martel and Dave Skretta and AP freelance writer Dan Greenspan contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    Red Bull team principal Christian Horner watches during the qualifying ahead of Sunday's Formula One Hungarian Grand Prix auto race, at the Hungaroring racetrack in Mogyorod, near Budapest, Hungary, Saturday, July 20, 2024. (Martin Divisek/Pool via AP)
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                                        Red Bull dismissed on Thursday the appeal of an employee who accused Christian Horner, head of the company's Formula 1 team, of inappropriate conduct.
The complaint was found to be without merit when initially investigated earlier this year, but the employee had the right to appeal. Red Bull said the initial complaint was "dealt with through the company's grievance procedure" by an independent counsel who dismissed the grievance.
The employee had the right to appeal, and that investigation was conducted by a second independent counsel.
"All stages of the appeal process have now been concluded," said Red Bull, "with the final outcome that the appeal is not upheld."
The employee was suspended in March with pay. The announcement did not address the person's current status.
A day after the initial complaint against Horner was dismissed in March, a file alleged to contain evidence against Horner was emailed to nearly 200 people in the F1 paddock, including Liberty Media, F1, the FIA, the other nine team principals and multiple media outlets. That occurred during practice for the Bahrain Grand Prix.

    


The authenticity of the files has never been verified; the file came from a generic email account.




Horner has remained in charge of the F1 team throughout the entire process, and appears to have avoided any repercussions. Three-time world champion Max Verstappen has won seven races and is the F1 points leader as the series is in its annual summer break.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rift remains, though, between Horner and Verstappen's father, who have lobbed accusations and denials at each other in media interviews over Jos Verstappen's perceived involvement in the employee seeking damages.
The details of the allegations have never been made public, but the investigation had consumed F1 and was a major talking point early in the season. The complaint against Horner was dismissed less than 24 hours before the first practice session of the season, and the saga largely faded into the background aside from tension between Horner and Verstappen's father.
The season resumes Aug. 25 with the Dutch Grand Prix, Max Verstappen's home race.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            China's Xu Jiayu, Qin Haiyang, Sun Jiajun, and Pan Zhanle pose for a photo with their gold medals during the awards ceremony for the men's 4x100-meter medley relay at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            China's Xu Jiayu, Qin Haiyang, Sun Jiajun, and Pan Zhanle pose for a photo with their gold medals on the podium for the men's 4x100-meter medley relay at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            China's team celebrates winning the gold medal in the men's 4x100-meter medley relay final at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Erriyon Knighton, of the United States, reacts following his men's 200-meter semifinal at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            China's team celebrates winning the gold medal in the men's 4x100-meter medley relay final at the Summer Olympics in Nanterre, France, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


BEIJING (AP) -- China is trying to fight fire with fire in the face of persistent doping allegations that have dogged its swimmers at the Paris Olympics.
The China Anti-Doping Agency called Thursday for more intensive testing of American track and field competitors, citing in a news release past doping scandals and questioning how the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency handled them.
Repeated blasts from the Chinese agency have been echoed by reports in the government-controlled state media complaining about double standards applied to Chinese competitors. The reports have highlighted the more than 600 tests undergone by Chinese swimmers at the Paris Games with no violations found.
The World Anti-Doping Agency and World Aquatics have acknowledged that 23 Chinese swimmers tested positive for a banned substance ahead of the Tokyo Olympics. The results were not made public until revealed by media reports earlier this year, with both bodies accepting the Chinese explanation that the positive tests were caused by tainted food.

    


After the details emerged, the U.S. launched an investigation under a law passed in 2020 giving federal authorities power to investigate sports doping and cover-ups.




In a meeting in Paris this week, the head of the China's Olympic delegation told his American counterpart that China hopes the U.S. will stop its "long-arm jurisdiction" and ensure that athletes from all countries can participate smoothly and safely in the 2028 Summer Games in Los Angeles and the 2034 Winter Games in Salt Lake City, according to an account in an official Chinese sports newspaper.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China's anti-doping agency and its state media have zeroed in on an American sprinter, Erriyon Knighton, who was competing Thursday in the 200-meter finals. Knighton tested positive for a banned substance in March but the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency said an arbitration panel determined it came from contaminated meat, allowing him to compete.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


The Chinese agency issued a release Tuesday accusing the U.S. agency of double standards. It followed up Thursday with the release calling for more testing of U.S. track and field competitors.

    


Some competitors from other countries spoke out about the controversy as China won 12 medals in swimming in Paris, including a gold in the men's 4x100 medley relay that ended a decadeslong U.S. dominance of that event. Chinese swimmers have denied cheating.
U.S. swimming legend Michael Phelps doubled down on his support for tougher sanctions, including a lifetime ban for anyone who tests positive for a banned substance.
British swimmer Adam Peaty, whose team missed out on a medal by finishing fourth in the relay, blasted a system that allowed the Chinese swimmers who tested positive to compete. 
"As an honorable person, I mean, you should be out of the sport," he said, "but we know sport isn't that simple."
___
For more coverage of the Paris Olympics, visit https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games.
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                    New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers participates in practice at the NFL football team's training facility in Florham Park, N.J., Tuesday, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                

            
    
    
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            DENNIS WASZAK Jr.

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers is sitting out the team's joint practice with the Washington Commanders on Thursday as a precaution because of inclement weather.
With heavy rain moving through the area at the start of the practice, coach Robert Saleh pulled Rodgers from participating. 
The 40-year-old Rodgers is coming off a torn left Achilles tendon that ended his season last year after just four snaps. He has been healthy, participated fully in every previous practice and looked good on the field during training camp this summer.
The Jets and Commanders have one joint practice in advance of their preseason opener Saturday at MetLife Stadium. Saleh previously said Rodgers wouldn't play in that or the second preseason game, with discussions about him participating in the third still to come.
Commanders rookie quarterback Jayden Daniels, the No. 2 overall pick in April, is scheduled to start against the Jets.
--
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - The Texas Rangers, on stage, spray champagne on fans during a World Series baseball championship celebration, Friday, Nov. 3, 2023, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Texas Rangers are heading to the White House on Thursday to meet President Joe Biden and celebrate their 2023 World Series victory, the first in the franchise's history. 
It's a long-standing tradition for professional and collegiate championship teams to come to the White House and be recognized by the president. While it is the first such visit for the Rangers, it is the fourth for their manager, Bruce Bochy. He celebrated at the White House after winning titles with the San Francisco Giants in 2011, 2013 and 2015 -- all while Barack Obama was president. 
The Rangers clinched the World Series by defeating the Arizona Diamondbacks in Game 5 last November. The team lost at home to the Houston Astros on Wednesday and is set to fly to New York after the ceremony in Washington for a series against the Yankees.
The visit also means a rare public appearance by Biden since his July 21 announcement that he was dropping his bid for reelection and endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris to lead the Democratic ticket in November.
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            Laura Rogora of Italy competes in the women's boulder and lead semifinal, during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
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            Seo Chaehyun of South Korea competes in the women's boulder and lead semifinal, during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
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            Wu Peng of China competes in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (Michael Reaves/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Sam Watson of the United States competes in the men's speed final small during the sport climbing competitionat the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (Michael Reaves/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Veddriq Leonardo of Indonesia celebrates after competing in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
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            Janja Garnbret of Slovenia competes in the women's boulder and lead, semifinal lead, during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
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            South Africa's Lauren Mukheibir steps out of the way of volunteers cleaning the walls of the climbing course prior to competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Seo Chaehyun of South Korea competes in the women's boulder and lead semifinal, during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, Pool)
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            Wu Peng of China competes in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (Michael Reaves/Pool Photo via AP)
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LE BOURGET, Paris (AP) -- Making its second appearance at the Summer Olympics, sport climbing is attracting big crowds at the Paris Games, as well as lots of attention for some of its unusual characteristics.
Although participating in an individual sport, climbers are far from alone during competition, having to rely on specially trained volunteers to keep them safe. Volunteers also play an important role in keeping the walls in the right condition for climbers, while route setters play their part in how difficult each climb will be.
Athletes compete in three disciplines. In speed, they have to go up a wall as fast as possible against an opponent, while in boulder they face short technical routes and in lead they need to go as high as they can within a time restriction.
Here is a look at some of the elements of sport climbing:
Safety in their hands in lead
Athletes trying to go up a 15-meter (49-feet) wall are tied to a safety rope that is held by someone called a belayer. They are in the Olympics as volunteers but need previous experience to participate.

    


The belayer's responsibility is a big one: Keep the climbers from hitting the ground if they fall. They control a friction device on the rope that can create tension and stop the athletes from going down. There is an important timing element to it, as they have to make sure there is not enough tension on the rope as the climbers are making their way up the wall, but then they need to apply the right amount of friction if they fall.




"Without the belayers we wouldn't be able to climb," American climber Colin Duffy said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

British climber Molly Thompson-Smith said "there is a huge element of trust" when it comes to the belayers.
"Sometimes the belayers (will) not give you enough rope and it can limit the amount of rope you can put up, which means you are kind of fighting to pull the rope up," she said. "Sometimes you can have a lot of rope and take a big fall, which is a bit scary, but it's not really something that goes through your mind when you're climbing."
Brushing help in boulder

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Other volunteers who play a part in sport climbing are the brushers, whose responsibility is to clean the excess chalk that accumulates on the holds -- the structures attached to the walls where athletes climb. The climbers need the chalk to help them avoid slipping, but if there is too much chalk on the holds, it reduces the friction that aids them.

    


Athletes usually will ask the brushers to come in after a fall or during a break, pointing to where they need to clean. The brushes are attached to poles of several sizes so they can reach all of the holds.
"The brushers are really helpful," American climber Brooke Raboutou said. "When you are on the mats you only have a certain amount of time to recover, so to be able to have someone brush those holds for you and clean them off is really helpful. And I love that I can speak French to them. That feels special to me since I am half French."

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Unlike the belayers, there is no special training needed for the volunteers who are brushers.
Route setting
In boulder, athletes find out the route they will have to climb only when they get in front of the wall. In lead, all competitors have a few minutes to look at the route before the event begins. They stand in front of the wall imagining the best route, and often talk to each other to exchange ideas.

    


"Maybe someone else saw something you didn't, maybe you see something they didn't see," British climber Toby Roberts said. "Sometimes you don't want to give everything, but you also don't know what other people are telling you. So I like to go into it and just think about what I want to do and not necessarily listen to many other things."
The sequencing of the holds in both events is put together by a group of route setters who decide where to put each hold and determine the difficulty of the climbs. Athletes are not allowed to see the wall ahead of time and stay in isolation without phones and without contact with people who may have seen the routes.
"You are kind of trying to get into the mind of the route setter," Czech climber Adam Ondra said. "You are trying to find the intended way or kind of trying to break it, and that's the dilemma."

    


Split events
When sport climbing made its debut in the Tokyo Games, only one medal was awarded for men and women after each athlete competed in all three disciplines and the final scores reflected the combined results. In Paris, two gold medals are being awarded for the men and women -- one for the combined competition of bouldering and lead, and the second for the speed alone.
"I'm really happy that's the case," said American Sam Watson, a speed specialist who is the current world-record holder in the discipline. He finished with the speed bronze medal on Thursday.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            1 of 10 | 
            Players for the United States celebrate during a semifinal women's volleyball match against Brazil at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)
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            2 of 10 | 
            Brazil's Rosamaria Montibeller (7) and Thaisa Daher (6) react during a semifinal women's volleyball match against the United States at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            3 of 10 | 
            United States' Kathryn Plummer (22) and Chiaka Ogbogu (24) celebrate after scoring a point during a semifinal women's volleyball against Brazil match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)
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            4 of 10 | 
            United States' Chiaka Ogbogu (24) hits the ball past Brazil's Thaisa Daher (6) during a semifinal women's volleyball match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            5 of 10 | 
            Brazil's Ana da Silva (15), right, gets the ball past United States' Haleigh Washington (15) during a semifinal women's volleyball match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            United States' Jordyn Poulter serves during a semifinal women's volleyball match against Brazil at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Brazil's coach Jose Lages reacts during a semifinal women's volleyball against the United States match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            Players from Brazil celebrate after a point during a semifinal women's volleyball match against the United States at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            United States' Haleigh Washington (15) and Kathryn Plummer (22) attempt to block a ball during a semifinal women's volleyball match against Brazil at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            10 of 10 | 
            Players for the United States huddle after winning a set during a semifinal women's volleyball match against Brazil at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Brazil's Ana da Silva (15), right, gets the ball past United States' Haleigh Washington (15) during a semifinal women's volleyball match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            United States' Jordyn Poulter serves during a semifinal women's volleyball match against Brazil at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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PARIS (AP) -- Karch Kiraly's reigning Olympic champion U.S. women's volleyball team will get its shot at a repeat gold medal. And it took every extra hustle play by every American on the floor against the mighty Brazilians. 
As Brazil's fans waved flags, chanted and sang from every corner of South Paris Arena, the U.S. women edged their fellow world powerhouse in a five-set thriller on Thursday, a compelling rematch of their Tokyo final won in straight sets by the U.S. 
That was the Americans' first Olympic title, and now they can make it two in a row.
Brazil got within 12-10 in the fifth before the U.S. held on for the victory, 25-23, 18-25, 25-15, 23-25, 15-11.
When Kathryn Plummer's winning spike closed it out, the Americans huddled together in a huge group hug and bounced on the court in celebration.
They will play in Sunday's Olympic final while Brazil will go for bronze Saturday against the loser of the late match between top-ranked Italy and No. 3 Turkey.

    


The Brazilians haven't won gold since the London Games 12 years ago.
Brazil led 5-3 and was 10 points from taking the first-to-15 fifth set when the Americans rallied to tie it at 6-all and momentarily went ahead on Jordan Thompson's spike.




Both teams pulled off incredible saves close to the floor or even well out of bounds near their own benches to keep long points alive -- and one fifth-set rally lasted more than 30 seconds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The stands shook all afternoon with chants of "Bra-zil!" and "Monster Block!"
Brazil, ranked second in the world, two spots above the Americans, now has one last opportunity to reach the podium. 
Many of these women have been battling it out under the lights of the big world stage for more than a decade now. 
Brazil middle blocker Thaisa is 37, and she was the second-oldest on the court behind four-time U.S. Olympian Jordan Larson, who will be 38 in October. 

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Both sides realize they make each other better -- and do so much for growing the game globally.

    


Almost three months ago during Volleyball Nations League play, Kiraly had the U.S. team in Rio de Janeiro when Brazilian coach Ze Roberto asked him about a possible scrimmage before the Paris Olympics.
"We have a good relationship, I get along really well with him," Kiraly said. "I have huge respect for him."
Kiraly and Roberto ultimately decided to do it, as long as their teams weren't in the same group for the early matches in France. Once the pools were announced in June and their teams didn't have to face off right away, they made it happen.
On July 23, Brazil visited the Americans' training center for four sets -- some with their top lineups, some with the reserves to give those women key court time and practice before the matches that mattered.
Kiraly made a lineup change after the team's five-set defeat to China on July 29 to open group stage play, moving veterans Larson and Kelsey Robinson Cook to reserve roles and bringing in Avery Skinner and Plummer. The Americans bounced back to beat Serbia two days later.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


The U.S., which earned a disappointing bronze at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games despite being No. 1 in the world, jumped to leads of 5-0 and 8-3, but Brazil fought right back and the teams traded points for much of the initial set. Brazil took its first lead on a block by Carol against Plummer for a 16-15 edge.

    


Brazil built a 19-16 lead before the Americans pulled ahead 21-19 then Brazil got back to 21-all.
Plummer scored consecutive points in the attack to secure the first set 25-23.
That was just a preview of a match that would go the distance.
"It's going to be two heavyweights going at it," Kiraly said ahead of time.
And oh how spot on he was.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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PARIS (AP) -- Two-time Olympic champion Jade Jones of Britain admitted Thursday she "made a mistake" when she failed to submit herself to an out-of-competition doping test last year.
The taekwondo athlete was cleared by the British anti-doping agency and was allowed to compete at the Paris Olympics.
Jones was eliminated from the 57-kilogram category on Thursday, losing her opening bout to Miljana Reljikj of North Macedonia.
UK Anti-Doping said last month that Jones violated the rules after "refusing or failing to submit to sample collection" but found that she "bore no fault or negligence."
After testers showed up at a Manchester hotel where she resided, Jones told them she was unable to provide a sample because she needed to go for a dehydration bath ahead of a weigh-in. She provided a sample later that day and it returned negative.

    


"I made a mistake," Jones said after her Olympic loss. "They came on dehydration day, I wasn't in the right mind. I was lucky they looked into it and it all got sorted and proven I was innocent."
Jones became the first British athlete to win a gold medal in Olympic taekwondo at the 2012 London Games and defended her title four years later in Rio de Janeiro.
"I can confirm that I've never taken drugs," Jones said. "I've done hundreds of tests and since then I've done 13 more tests, more than ever."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Ellie Aldridge of Britain celebrates after winning the women's kite final race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- Ellie Aldridge of Britain won gold after two close finals races in women's kitesurfing, the new, fastest sport at the Summer Olympics.
Lauriane Nolot of France won silver on Thursday, and Annelous Lammerts of the Netherlands took bronze.
Kitesurfing has a more complicated and nail-biting scoring system than other sailing classes, with points accumulated during multiple days of regattas and even finals races having a small influence on medal chances.
Eight sailors made it to finals for the women's and men's medals, four by their overall standings in races held on previous days and four through semifinals, flying at speeds exceeding 30 knots (35 mph or 56 kph).
In the women's finals, Aldridge, Nolot and Lammerts were joined by Daniela Moroz of the United States. In the men's, Toni Vodisek of Slovenia and Max Maeder of Singapore were joined by Valentin Bontus of Austria and Riccardo Pianosi of Italy. 

    


In kitesurfing, sailors ride a surfboard that is harnessed to a parachute-like sail above while being perched on a skinny hydrofoil below. They can go so fast at times, foiling at speeds of up to 80 kilometers (50 miles) per hour that eclipse even the sprints of track cyclists.
The kitesurfing finals are the last of the sailing medal races scheduled in the 2024 Olympics in Marseille, where fickle winds and high temperatures have wreaked havoc with the program and tested athletes' endurance.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) -- Heavy rain and wind from Tropical Storm Debby wiped out the first round of the Wyndham Championship on Thursday, forcing the final regular-season event of the PGA Tour to start on Friday at rain-soaked Sedgefield Country Club.
The PGA Tour was expected to announce more details later in the afternoon after the storm came through. The course received 2 inches of rain from the early morning. Tour meteorologists said as much as 6 inches could fall by the end of the day.
A flash flood warning was in effect for the region.
The tournament decides the top 70 players in the FedEx Cup who advance to the postseason, which features a pair of $20 million tournaments and the Tour Championship. The winner of the FedEx Cup receives $18 million. The top 50 are assured of getting in all the $20 million signature events next year.
Among the possibilities was a Monday finish. The PGA Tour has weather guidelines that aim to complete 72 holes when possible. Another option could be a cut to the the nearest number to 60 players with a 36-hole final on Sunday.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            Netherlands players react after loosing penalties shoot out of a women's Water Polo semifinal match between Netherlands and Spain at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Netherlands players react after loosing penalties shoot out of a women's Water Polo semifinal match between Netherlands and Spain at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            Spain players celebrate after winning during penalties shoot out of a women's Water Polo semifinal match between Netherlands and Spain at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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NANTERRE, France (AP) -- Judith Forca scored five times in regulation and made her attempt in the penalty shootout, helping Spain beat the Netherlands 19-18 on Thursday in the women's water polo semifinals at the Paris Olympics.
Bea Ortiz, Elena Ruiz, Paula Crespi and Maica Garcia Godoy also converted as Spain went 5 for 5 in the tiebreaker. Goalkeeper Martina Terre stopped Brigitte Sleeking's penalty shot before Garcia Godoy closed out the win.
Spain improved to 6-0 as it goes for the country's first gold medal in women's water polo. It lost to the United States in the final in London and Tokyo.
"We don't want another silver. We're just here for the gold," Anni Espar Llaquet said. "It's been a long way. It's been a tough way to get here.
"We have one more game, we have dreamed about this for a few years, and I think it's our time to shine."

    


The U.S., which lost 13-11 to Spain on July 29, faces Australia in Thursday's second semifinal. The gold-medal match is on Saturday at Paris La Defense Arena.
Simone van de Kraats had four goals for the Netherlands, which beat Spain 8-7 for the European championship in January. Vivian Sevenich, Nina ten Broek, Lieke Rogge and Kitty Lynn Joustra each scored twice.




The Netherlands got off to a shaky start and Forca scored to make it 6-1 at the end of the first quarter. But Spain looked a little stagnant on offense in the third period, and the Netherlands began to rally.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ten Broek converted a couple of well-placed lobs, and the game was tied at 11 after three.
"I'm sad that we lost the game, but if you saw the beginning of the game, nobody believed that we could tie the game and almost win it," said Sabrina van der Sloot of the Netherlands, which will play for the bronze medal on Saturday. "So I'm really proud of my team and the way we fought back."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Garcia Godoy muscled one home from in front with 30 seconds remaining, lifting Spain to a 14-13 lead. The Netherlands then had goalkeeper Laura Aarts join the attack and Sleeking wiggled free for the tying goal in the final seconds, sending the game to a penalty shootout.
"It happens. You have very good momentum, and you have bad momentum," Espar Llaquet said. "Being able to believe and keep cheering one another on was the key."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Liying Yuan of China, right, lies on the track after crashing during the women's keirin event, at the Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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MONTIGNY-LE-BRETONNEUX, France (AP) -- Chinese track cyclist Yuan Liying had to be helped off the track by two coaches after causing a heavy wreck when she barely missed out on advancing through the quarterfinals of the women's keirin on Thursday at the Paris Olympics.
The six-lap keirin begins with riders following a motorized bike called a derny for three laps. When it swings off the track, the riders are left to sprint for three more laps. The races are typically elbow-to-elbow affairs all the way to the finish line.
Lea Friedrich of Germany, world champion Ellesse Andrews of New Zealand and Nicky Degrendele of Belgium were safely ahead and into the semifinals, leaving Yuan trying to claim the last of four spots. She tried to squeeze past Dutch rider Steffie van der Peet in a hole that did not exist as they crossed the finish line, taking them both down in the first turn.

    


Their crash, which sent pieces of helmets and bikes skittering across the track, also brought Degrendele to the ground. She was able to stand and walk off, while Van der Peet had a shredded skinsuit and bloody burns from hitting the track. Both were left to quickly recover from the wreck before the semifinals later Thursday.




Yuan was the last of the three riders to stand up. She grimaced in pain and needed help from two of her coaches holding each of her elbows to reach the infield at the Velodrome National de Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Crashes are not uncommon in track cycling, especially as sprinting riders reach speeds of more than 70 kph (43 mph). The track cycling program had to be halted as workers patched and sanded the gouges the riders took out of the pine surface.
___
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            Ruggero Tita and Caterina Banti of Italy celebrate after the Nacra 17 mixed multihull medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Lara Vadlau and Lukas Maehr of Austria celebrate with team members after winning gold in the 470 mixed dinghy medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Lukas Maehr of Austria, back, center, celebrates after winning gold in the 470 mixed dinghy medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Keiju Okada and Miho Yoshioka of Japan celebrate after the 470 mixed dinghy medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Lovisa Karlsson and Anton Dahlberg of Sweden celebrate after the 470 mixed dinghy medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A fleet of boats compete in the 470 mixed dinghy medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Eugenia Bosco and Mateo Majdalani of Argentina celebrate after the Nacra 17 mixed multihull medal race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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MARSEILLE, France (AP) -- Ruggero Tita and Caterina Banti of Italy retained their Olympic title in the mixed team multihull Thursday and Austria's Lara Vadlau and Lukas Maehr combined to win gold in the mixed dinghy, a new sailing category for the Paris Games.
"We knew winning again would be the hardest thing of all," Tita said of adding the gold medal here to their victory in Tokyo three years ago. "It's a success that comes over a long, long time."
Mateo Majdalani and Eugenia Bosco of Argentina took silver in the event, also known as Nacra 17, while Micah Wilkinson and Erica Dawson of New Zealand got bronze.
Usually the catamarans fly off the water on foils, but the same fickle, light breezes that have plagued Olympic sailing for a week meant the racers never got to foiling, and that's rare for a medal race.
"We knew Marseille was going to throw everything at us," Wilkinson said.

    


The dinghy known as 470 became a mixed event in these Games, the first with equal medal opportunities for men and women.
In that race, completed just before the multihull final, Keiju Okada and Miho Yoshioka of Japan won silver and Anton Dahlberg and Lovisa Karlsson of Sweden took bronze.




"It's a big honor to give back to our country," Maehr said.
Austria's last Olympic gold medal in sailing was 20 years ago.
Okada, with a large Japanese flag covering his head in the beating midday sun, said he was proud of the supporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My family and coach and all Japanese sailors cheered us on every day at midnight in Japan," he said.
The Swedish duo screamed with joy on the beach after one last battle with the light winds that challenged so many sailors.
"We've been fighting so hard for this the whole week," Karlsson said.
Majdalani's parents, Juan and Mariela Majdalani, were there to celebrate the medal when the sailors reached shore.
"Enormous, enormous emotion," Juan Majdalani said, a giant Argentina flag unfurled in front of him. "Because I know it's the culmination of eight years of work for him, but in reality, of all his life."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Olympian Allyson Felix speaks to the media, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Jessica Fox of Australia celebrates with the gold medal during the medals ceremony for the women's canoe single finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Jessica Fox of Australia celebrates with the gold medal during the medals ceremony for the women's canoe single finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France.(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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PARIS (AP) -- Seven-time Olympic gold medalist Allyson Felix won an election Thursday to represent athletes at the IOC for the next eight years.
Three of the four newly elected athlete members are women, including Australian canoeist Jessica Fox, a double Olympic medalist in Paris, and Kim Bui, a member of the Germany gymnastic team who wore unitards at the Tokyo Olympics in a protest against the "sexualization" of female uniforms in the sport. 
Fourth place in the vote by 6,576 athletes at the Paris Olympics went to Marcus Daniell, the New Zealand tennis player who won a bronze medal in men's doubles at Tokyo three years ago.
Felix, the now-retired United States sprinting great, topped the poll with support from 2,880 of her peers, the International Olympic Committee said.
Each of the athlete members gets an eight-year term on the International Olympic Committee. The big decisions they will be involved with include picking hosts for the 2036 and 2040 editions of the Summer Games. 

    


"My biggest goal is to hear, and take some time to listen to what is going on," Felix said. 
Athletes are eligible as election candidates if they competed in the current or previous Olympics. Felix competed in her fifth Summer Games at Tokyo three years ago. She won medals on each trip to the Olympics, including a gold in the 4x400-meter relay in her farewell.




The winners from a slate of 29 candidates will replace four outgoing athlete members who all were elected at the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. Russia's Yelena Isinbayeva, who holds the women's pole vault world record, is among the outgoing members.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The IOC has a maximum of 115 members, which includes 16 athletes as well as members of royal families in Europe and Asia, a head of state -- the Emir of Qatar -- former heads of government, sports officials, former Olympic athletes and an Oscar-winning actor, Michelle Yeoh. 

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Felix and Fox already were IOC-appointed members of the Olympic athletes commission, where the American pushed for a progressive landmark at the Paris Games: A nursery at the athletes' village where parent-athletes could spend time with their children. 

    


That project was one of her "wildest dreams" on getting involved in Olympic politics, Felix said Thursday, "inspired by coming back to competition with my daughter."
"It moved very quickly. I thought, maybe LA and they were like 'Maybe we can make this happen in Paris.' That was really encouraging," Felix said. The 38-year-old American is an advisor on athlete issues for organizers of the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.
Fox's election gives Australia an extra Olympic voice ahead of the Brisbane Summer Games in 2032.
"With the term running through to Brisbane 2032, that is fantastic for us as a host nation ... to ensure that the athlete experience is at the heart of the Olympic movement right into that Brisbane runway," Fox said.
The four new athlete members will swear the Olympic oath in Paris on Saturday.
___
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                    FILE - Quincy Wilson wins a heat men's 400-meter run during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials Friday, June 21, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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                                        SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- Quincy Wilson is in line to race for the Americans in the men's 4x400 meter relay on Friday, which would make the 16-year-old the youngest male to compete for the U.S. track team.
Wilson posted on his Instagram page a picture of himself with the reminder to "tune in at 5:05 a.m. Friday morning" (on the U.S. East Coast) for the men's relay.
At the Olympic trials earlier this summer, Wilson broke the under-18 world record twice with times of 44.66 and 44.59 that put him in the final of the 400 meters. He finished sixth there and was later chosen as part of the U.S. relay pool for the Olympics.
"I'm 16 years old running grown-man times," the Maryland native said at trials.
According to Olympic historian Bill Mallon, the youngest U.S. male in Olympic track was Arthur Newton, who ran the steeplechase in 1904 at age 17. Jim Ryun was 17 when he qualified for his first Olympics in 1964, and Erriyon Knighton was 17 when he made it to Tokyo three years ago.
___
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            Luo Shifang of China competes during the women's 59kg weightlifting event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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PARIS (AP) -- Luo Shifang beat Maude Charron of Canada in the women's 59-kilogram division on Thursday, making China a perfect 3 for 3 in the opening weightlifting events at the Paris Olympics. 
The 23-year-old Luo set three Games records, lifting 107 kilograms (236 pounds) in the snatch and 137 kilograms (302 pounds) in the clean and jerk to finish with a score of 241 for gold. Charron, the winner at 64 kilograms in Tokyo, took silver with a score of 236. Taiwan's Kuo Hsing-chun, the winner of the 59 kilograms in 2021, took bronze at 235.
Luo dominated in her Olympic debut after sweeping gold at the world championship last year. China's Li Fabin won the men's 61 kilograms and Hou Zhihui won the women's 49 kilograms on Wednesday. 
The weightlifting powerhouse nation could add two more titles in Paris, with Shi Zhiyong in the men's 73 kilograms later Thursday and Li Wenwen in the women's +81 kilograms on Sunday. Each won Olympic gold three years ago.

    


Luo, Charron and Kuo were all in the same competition after the number of Olympic weight classes was reduced from seven to five in men's and women's competitions.




Earlier Thursday, the Court of Arbitration for Sport dismissed an application by Spanish weightlifter David Sanchez Lopez, who asked for Turkey to be banned from competition based on a recent doping punishment levied against Turkish Weightlifting Federation when three members were found guilty. It would have only affected the men's 73-kilogram division, which Turkey's Muhammed Furkan Ozbek will compete in as scheduled instead of Lopez replacing him in the competition.
___
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            China's Xie Siyi waves as he competes in the men's 3m springboard diving final, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            China's Wang Zongyuan throws his towel as he competes in the men's 3m springboard diving final, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Mexico's Osmar Olvera Ibarra reacts as he competes in the men's 3m springboard diving final, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- China won its sixth gold medal in diving on Thursday at the Paris Olympics as it stays on track for an unprecedented sweep of all eight at the Games.
China has dominated diving for decades but never has taken all eight golds.
Xie Siyi took the gold on the 3-meter springboard and teammate Wang Zongyuan won silver, repeating their finish in the event three years ago in Tokyo. Osmar Olvera of Mexico took bronze.
Xie scored 543.60 points in six dives, Wang had 530.20 and OIvera finished with 500.40. American Carson Tyler was fourth with 429.25.
Olvera took silver earlier in the Olympics in men's 3-meter synchronized while paired with Juan Celaya. Mexico has won 17 medals in diving, its highest total in any event.
China has won the men's 3-meter springboard in seven of the last eight Olympics. The only slipup came in the 2012 London Olympics when Ilya Zakharov of Russia won. Russian divers are absent this time because of the invasion of Ukraine more than two years ago.

    


Including Thursday's results, China has won 53 of 70 gold medals in diving since the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, where it won its first. If you count from the 2008 Beijing Olympics, it's won 33 of 38 gold medals in the discipline.




Diving wraps up with the women's 3-meter springboard on Friday and the men's 10-meter platform on Saturday.
Mexico came close to upsetting China in the men's 3-meter synchronized earlier when Olvera and Celaya took silver behind Long Daoyi and Wang Zongyuan. China won with 446.10 points to 444.03 for Mexico.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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PARIS (AP) -- The 2024 Olympics are underway. The United States led the medal standings after the 12th day of competition with China second and host France third in terms of total medals, but more winners will join the list every day from July 27-Aug. 11. See which countries lead the medal count and the highlights in today's schedule. Below is a list of all the medal winners, day by day.
Thursday, Aug. 8
CANOE SLALOM
MEN'S CANOE DOUBLE 500M
Gold: Liu Hao and Ji Bowen, China
Silver: Gabriele Casadei and Carlo Tacchini, Italy
Bronze: Joan Antoni Moreno and Diego Dominguez, Spain
WOMEN'S KAYAK FOUR 500M
Gold: New Zealand
Silver: Germany
Bronze: Hungary
MEN'S KAYAK FOUR 500M
Gold: Germany
Silver: Australia
Bronze: Spain
MARATHON SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 10KM
Gold: Sharon van Rouwendaal, Netherlands
Silver: Moesha Johnson, Australia
Bronze: Ginevra Taddeucci, Italy
SPORTS CLIMBING
MEN'S SPEED
Gold: Veddriq Leonardo, Indonesia
Silver: Wu Peng, China
Bronze: Sam Watson, United States

    


DIVING
MEN'S 3M SPRINGBOARD
Gold: Xie Siyi, China
Silver: Wang Zongyuan, China
Bronze: Osmar Olvera Ibarra, Mexico
SAILING
MIXED DINGHY
Gold: Lara Vadlau and Lukas Maehr, Austria 
Silver: Keiju Okada and Miho Yoshioka, Japan
Bronze: Anton Dahlberg and Lovisa Karlsson, --Sweden 




MIXED MULTIHULL
Gold: Ruggero Tita and Caterina Marianna Banti, Italy
Silver: Mateo Majdalani and Eugenia Bosco, Argentina
Bronze: Micah Wilkinson and Erica Dawson, New Zealand
Wednesday, Aug. 7
ARTISTIC SWIMMING
TEAM
GOLD: China
Silver: United States
Bronze: Spain
BOXING
MEN'S 63.5KG
Gold: Erislandy Alvarez Borges, Cuba
Silver: Sofiane Oumiha, France
MEN'S 80KG

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gold: Oleksandr Khyzhniak, Ukraine
Silver: Nurbek Oralbay, Kazakhstan
CLIMBING
WOMEN'S SPEED
Gold: Aleksandra Miroslaw, Poland
Silver: Deng Lijuan, China
Bronze: Aleksandra Kalucka, Poland
CYCLING
TRACK
MEN'S TEAM PURSUIT
Gold: Australia (Oliver Bleddyn, Conor Leahy, Kelland O'Brien, Sam Welsford)
Silver: Britain (Daniel Bigham, Ethan Hayter, Charlie Tanfield, Ethan Vernon, Oliver Wood)
Bronze: Italy (Simone Consonni, Filippo Ganna, Francesco Lamon, Jonathan Milan)
WOMEN'S TEAM PURSUIT

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Gold: United States (Chloe Dygert, Kristen Faulkner, Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams)

    


Silver: New Zealand (Bryony Botha, Emily Shearman, Nicole Shields, Ally Wollaston)
Bronze: Britain (Elinor Barker, Josie Knight, Anna Morris, Jessica Roberts)
SAILING
MEN'S DINGHY
Gold: Matt Wearn, Australia
Silver: Pavlos Kontides, Cyprus
Bronze: Stefano Peschiera, Peru
WOMEN'S DINGHY
Gold: Marit Bouwmeester, Netherlands
Silver: Anne-Marie Rindom, Denmark
Bronze: Line Flem Hoest, Norway
SKATEBOARDING
MEN'S PARK
Gold: Keegan Palmer, Australia
Silver: Tom Schaar, United States
Bronze: Augusto Akio, Brazil
TAEKWONDO
MEN 58KG
Gold: Park Tae-joon, South Korea
Silver: Gashim Magomedov, Azerbaijan
Bronze: Cyrian Ravet, France, and Mohamed Khalil Jendoubi, Tunisia
WOMEN'S 49KG
Gold: Panipak Wongpattanakit, Thailand
Silver: Guo Qing, China
Bronze: Lena Stojkovic, Croatia, and Mobina Nematzadeh, Iran
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S 400M
Gold: Quincy Hall, United States.
Silver: Matthew Hudson-Smith, Britain
Bronze: Muzala Samukonga, Zambia
MEN'S 3,000M STEEPLECHASE
Gold: Soufiane El Bakkali, Morocco
Silver: Kenneth Rooks, United States

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Bronze: Abraham Kibiwot, Kenya
MEN'S DISCUS THROW
Gold: Roje Stona, Jamaica
Silver: Mykolas Alekna, Lithuania
Bronze: Matthew Denny, Australia
WOMEN'S POLE VAULT
Gold: Nina Kennedy, Australia
Silver: Katie Moon, United States
Bronze: Alysha Newman, Canada

    


MARATHON RACE WALK MIXED RELAY
Gold: Spain
Silver: Ecuador
Bronze: Australia
WEIGHTLIFTING
MEN'S 61KG
Gold: Li Fabin, China
Silver: Theerapong Silachai, Thailand
Bronze: Hampton Morris, United States
WOMEN'S 49KG
Gold: Hou Zhihui, China
Silver: Mihaela Valentina Cambei, Romania
Bronze: Surodchana Khambao, Thailand
WRESTLING
MEN'S GRECO-ROMAN 77KG
Gold: Nao Kusaka, Japan
Silver: Demeu Zhadrayev, Kazakhstan
Bronze: Malkhas Amoyan, Armenia, and Akzhol Makhmudov, Kyrgyzstan
MEN'S GRECO-ROMAN 97KG
Gold: Mohammadhadi Saravi, Iran
Silver: Artur Aleksanyan, Armenia
Bronze: Gabriel Alejandro Rosillo Kindelan, Cuba, and Uzur Dzhuzupbekov, Kyrgyzstan
WOMEN'S FREESTYLE 50KG
Gold: Sarah Ann Hildebrandt, United States
Silver: Yusneylis Guzman Lopez, Cuba
Bronze: Yui Susaki, Japan, and Feng Ziqi, China.
Tuesday, Aug. 6
BOXING
WOMEN'S 60KG
Gold: Kellie Harrington, Ireland
Silver: Yang Wenlu, China
Bronze: Beatriz Iasmin Soares Ferreira, Brazil, and Wu Shih-yi, Taiwan
CYCLING TRACK
MEN'S TEAM SPRINT
Gold: Netherlands
Silver: Britain
Bronze: Australia
DIVING
WOMEN'S 10M PLATFORM
Gold: Quan Hongchan, China
Silver: Chen Yuxi, China
Bronze: Kim Mi Rae, North Korea
EQUESTRIAN
INDIVIDUAL JUMPING

    


Gold: Christian Kukuk, Germany
Silver: Steve Guerdat, Switzerland
Bronze: Maikel van der Vleuten, Netherlands
SKATEBOARDING
WOMEN'S PARK
Gold: Arisa Trew, Australia
Silver: Cocona Hiraki, Japan
Bronze: Sky Brown, Britain
TRACK AND FIELD
WOMEN'S 200M
Gold: Gabrielle Thomas, United States
Silver: Julien Alfred, Saint Lucia
Bronze: Brittany Brown, United States
WOMEN'S 3,000M STEEPLECHASE
Gold: Winfred Yavi, Bahrain
Silver: Peruth Chemutai, Uganda
Bronze: Faith Cherotich, Kenya
WOMEN'S HAMMER THROW
Gold: Camryn Rogers, Canada
Silver: Ennette Nneka Echikunwoke, United States
Bronze: Zhao Jie, China
MEN'S 1,500M
Gold: Cole Hocker, United States
Silver: Josh Kerr, Britain
Bronze: Yared Nuguse, United States
MEN'S LONG JUMP
Gold: Miltiadis Tentoglou, Greece
Silver: Wayne Pinnock, Jamaica
Bronze: Mattia Furlani, Italy
WRESTLING
MEN'S GRECO-ROMAN 130KG
Gold: Mijain Lopez Nunez, Cuba
Silver: Yasmani Acosta Fernandez, Chile
Bronze: Amin Mirzazadeh, Iran

    


Bronze: Lingzhe Meng, China
MEN'S GRECO-ROMAN 60KG
Gold: Kenichiro Fumita, Japan
Silver: Cao Liguo, China
Bronze: Zholaman Sharshenbekov, Kyrgyzstan
Bronze: Ri Se Ung, North Korea
WOMEN'S FREESTYLE 68KG
Gold: Amit Elor, United States
Silver_Meerim Zhumanazarova, Kyrgyzstan
Bronze: Buse Cavusoglu Tosun, Turkey, and Nonoka Ozaki, Japan
Monday, Aug. 5
3X3 BASKETBALL
MEN
Gold: Netherlands
Silver: France
Bronze: Lithuania
WOMEN
Gold: Germany
Silver: Spain
Bronze: United States
BADMINTON
MEN'S SINGLES
Gold: Viktor Axelsen, Denmark
Silver: Kunlavut Vitidsarn, Thailand
Bronze: Lee Zii Jia, Malaysia
WOMEN'S SINGLES
Gold: An Se-young, South Korea
Silver: He Bing Jiao, China
Bronze: Gregoria Mariska Tunjung, Indonesia
CANOE SLALOM
MEN'S KAYAK CROSS
Gold: Finn Butcher, New Zealand
Silver: Joseph Clarke, Britain
Bronze: Noah Hegge, Germany
WOMEN'S KAYAK CROSS
Gold: Noemie Fox, Australia
Silver: Angele Hug, France
Bronze: Kimberley Woods, Britain
CYCLING TRACK
WOMEN'S TEAM SPRINT
Gold: Britain
Silver: New Zealand
Bronze: Germany
GYMNASTICS
MEN'S HORIZONTAL BAR
Gold: Shinnosuke Oka, Japan
Silver: Angel Barajas, Colombia
Bronze: Zhang Boheng, China and Tang Chia-hung, Taiwan
MEN'S PARALLEL BARS
Gold: Zou Jingyuan, China
Silver: Illia Kovtun, Ukraine
Bronze: Shinnosuke Oka, Japan
WOMEN'S BALANCE BEAM
Gold: Alice D'Amato, Italy
Silver: Zhou Yaqin, China
Bronze: Manila Esposito, Italy
WOMEN'S FLOOR EXERCISE
Gold: Rebeca Andrade, Brazil
Silver: Simone Biles, United States
Bronze: Jordan Chiles, United States
SHOOTING
MEN'S 25M RAPID FIRE PISTOL
Gold: Li Yuehong, China
Silver: Cho Yeong-jae, South Korea
Bronze: Wang Xinjie, China
MIXED TEAM SKEET
Gold: Diana Bacosi and Gabriele Rossetti, Italy
Silver: Austen Smith and Vincent Hancock, United States
Bronze: Jiang Yiting and Lyu Jianlin, China
SURFING
MEN
Gold: Kauli Vaast, France
Silver: Jack Robinson, Australia
Bronze: Gabriel Medina, Brazil
WOMEN
Gold: Caroline Marks, United States
Silver: Tatiana Weston-Webb, Brazil
Bronze: Johanne Defay, France
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S POLE VAULT
Gold: Armand Duplantis, Sweden
Silver: Sam Kendricks, United States
Bronze: Emmanouil Karalis, Greece
WOMEN'S 800M
Gold: Keely Hodgkinson, Britain
Silver: Tsige Duguma, Ethiopia
Bronze: Mary Moraa, Kenya
WOMEN'S 5000M
Gold: Beatrice Chebet, Kenya
Silver: Faith Kipyegon, Kenya
Bronze: Sifan Hassan, Netherlands
WOMEN'S DISCUS THROW
Gold: Valerie Allman, United States
Silver: Feng Bin, China
Bronze: Sandra Elkasevic, Croatia
TRIATHLON
MIXED RELAY
Gold: Germany
Silver: United States
Bronze: Britain
Sunday, Aug. 4
ARCHERY
MEN'S INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Kim Woo-jin, South Korea
Silver: Brady Ellison, United States
Bronze: Lee Woo-seok, South Korea
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
MEN'S RINGS
Gold: Liu Yang, China
Silver: Zou Jingyuan, China
Bronze: Eleftherios Petrounias, Greece
MEN'S VAULT
Gold: Carlos Edriel Yulo, Philippines
Silver: Artur Davtyan, Armenia
Bronze: Harry Hepworth, Britain
WOMEN'S UNEVEN BARS
Gold: Kaylia Nemour, Algeria
Silver: Qui Qiyuan, China
Bronze: Sunisa Lee, United States
BADMINTON
MEN'S DOUBLES
Gold: Lee Yang and Wang Chi-lin, Taiwan
Silver: Liang Wei Keng and Wang Chang, China
Bronze: Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi Yik, Malaysia
CYCLING
WOMEN'S ROAD RACE
Gold: Kristen Faulkner, United States
Silver: Marianne Vos, Netherlands
Bronze: Lotte Kopecky, Belgium
EQUESTRIAN
DRESSAGE INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Jessica von Bredow-Werndl, Germany
Silver: Isabell Werth, Germany
Bronze: Charlotte Fry, Britain
FENCING
MEN'S FOIL TEAM
Gold: Japan
Silver: Italy
Bronze: France
GOLF
MEN'S INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Scottie Scheffler, United States
Silver: Tommy Fleetwood, Britain
Bronze: Hideki Matsuyama, Japan
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S SKEET
Gold: Francisca Crovetto, Chile
Silver: Amber Rutter, Britain
Bronze: Austen Smith, United States
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 50M FREESTYLE
Gold: Sarah Sjostrom, Sweden
Silver: Meg Harris, Australia
Bronze: Zhang Yufei, China
WOMEN'S 4x100M MEDLEY RELAY
Gold: United States
Silver: Australia
Bronze: China
MEN'S 1500M FREESTYLE
Gold: Bobby Finke, United States
Silver: Gregorio Paltrinieri, Italy
Bronze: Daniel Wiffen, Ireland
MEN'S 4x100M MEDLEY RELAY
Gold: China
Silver: United States
Bronze: France
TABLE TENNIS
MEN'S SINGLES
Gold: Fan Zhendong, China
Silver: Truls Moregard, Sweden
Bronze: Felix Lebrun, France
TENNIS
MEN'S SINGLES
Gold: Nova Djokovic, Serbia
Silver: Carlos Alcaraz, Spain
Bronze: Lorenzo Musetti, Italy
WOMEN'S DOUBLES
Gold: Sara Errani and Jasmine Paolini, Italy
Silver: Mirra Andreeva and Diana Shnaider, AIN
Bronze: Cristina Busca and Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S 100M
Gold: Noah Lyles, United States
Silver: Kishane Thompson, Jamaica
Bronze: Fred Kerley, United States
MEN'S HAMMER THROW
Gold: Ethan Katzberg, Canada
Silver: Bence Halasz, Hungary
Bronze: Mykhaylo Kokhan, Ukraine
WOMEN'S HIGH JUMP
Gold: Yaroslava Mahuchikh, Ukraine
Silver: Nicola Olyslagers, Australia
Bronze: Eleanor Patterson, Australia and Iryna Gerashchenko, Ukraine
Saturday, Aug. 3
ARCHERY
WOMEN'S INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Lim Si-hyeon, South Korea
Silver: Nam Su-hyeon, South Korea
Bronze: Lisa Barbelin, France
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
MEN'S FLOOR EXERCISE
Gold: Carlos Edriel Yulo, Philippines
Silver: Artem Dolgopyat, Israel
Bronze: Jake Jarman, Britain
MEN'S POMMEL HORSE
Gold: Rhys McClenaghan, Ireland
Silver: Nariman Kurbanov, Kazakhstan
Bronze: Stephen Nedoroscik, United States
WOMEN'S VAULT
Gold: Simone Biles, United States
Silver: Rebeca Andrade, Brazil
Bronze: Jade Carey, United States
BADMINTON
WOMEN'S DOUBLES
Gold: Chen Qingchen and Jia Yifan, China
Silver: Liu Shengshu and Tan Ning, China
Bronze: Nami Matsuyama and Chiharu Shida, Japan
CYCLING
MEN'S ROAD RACE
Gold: Remco Evenepoel, Belgium
Silver: Valentin Madouas, France
Bronze: Christophe Laporte, France
EQUESTRIAN
DRESSAGE TEAM
Gold: Germany
Silver: Denmark
Bronze: Britain
FENCING
WOMEN'S TEAM SABER
Gold: Ukraine
Silver: South Korea
Bronze: Japan
JUDO
MIXED TEAM
Gold: France
Silver: Japan
Bronze: Brazil and South Korea
ROWING
MEN'S EIGHT
Gold: Britain
Silver: Netherlands
Bronze: United States
WOMEN'S EIGHT
Gold: Romania
Silver: Canada
Bronze: Britain
MEN'S SINGLE SCULLS
Gold: Oliver Zeidler, Germany
Silver: Yauheni Zalaty, AIN
Bronze: Simon van Dorp, Netherlands
WOMEN'S SINGLE SCULLS
Gold: Karolien Florijn, Netherlands
Silver: Emma Twigg, New Zealand
Bronze: Viktorija Senkute, Lithuania
SAILING
MEN'S WINDSURFING
Gold: Tom Reuveny, Israel
Silver: Grae Morris, Australia
Bronze: Luuc van Opzeeland, Netherlands
WOMEN'S WINDSURFING
Gold: Marta Maggetti, Italy
Silver: Sharon Kantor, Israel
Bronze: Emma Wilson, Britain
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 25M PISTOL
Gold: Yang Ji-in, South Korea
Silver: Camille Jedrzejewski, France
Bronze: Veronika Major, Hungary
MEN'S SKEET
Gold: Vincent Hancock, United States
Silver: Conner Lynn Prince, United States
Bronze: Lee Meng-yuan, Taiwan
SWIMMING
MEN'S 100M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Kristof Milak, Hungary
Silver: Josh Liendo, Canada
Bronze: Ilya Kharun, Canada
MIXED 4X100 MEDLEY RELAY
Gold: United States
Silver: China
Bronze: Australia
WOMEN'S 200M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Silver: Kate Douglass, United States
Bronze: Kaylee McKeown, Australia
WOMEN'S 800M FREESTYLE
Gold: Katie Ledecky, United States
Silver: Ariarne Titmus, Australia
Bronze: Paige Madden, United States
TABLE TENNIS
WOMEN'S SINGLES
Gold: Chen Meng, China
Silver: Sun Yingsha, China
Bronze: Hina Hayata, Japan
TENNIS
MEN'S DOUBLES
Gold: Matthew Ebden and John Peers, Australia
Silver: Austin Krajicek and Rajeev Ram, United States
Bronze: Taylor Fritz and Tommy Paul, United States
WOMEN'S SINGLES
Gold: Zheng Qinwen, China
Silver: Donna Vekic, Croatia
Bronze: Iga Swiatek, Poland
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S SHOTPUT
Gold: Ryan Crouser, United States
Silver: Joe Kovacs, United States
Bronze: Rajindra Campbell, Jamaica
MIXED 4X400M RELAY
Gold: Netherlands
Silver: United States
Bronze: Britain
WOMEN'S 100M
Gold: Julien Alfred, St. Lucia
Silver: Sha'Carri Richardson, United States
Bronze: Melissa Jefferson, United States
WOMEN'S TRIPLE JUMP
Gold: Thea LaFond, Dominica
Silver: Shanieka Ricketts, Jamaica
Bronze: Jasmine Moore, United States
Friday, Aug. 2
ARCHERY
MIXED TEAM
Gold: Kim Woo-jin and Lim Si-hyeon, South Korea
Silver: Michelle Kroppen and Florian Unruh, Germany
Bronze: Brady Ellison and Casey Kaufhold, United States
BADMINTON
MIXED DOUBLES
Gold: Zheng Siwei and Huang Ya Qiong, China
Silver: Kim Won-ho and Jeong Na-eun, South Korea
Bronze: Yuta Watanabe and Arisa Higashino, Japan
DIVING
MEN'S SYNCHRONIZED 3M SPRINGBOARD
Gold: Long Daoyi and Wang Zongyuan, China
Silver: Juan Celaya and Osmar Olvera, Mexico
Bronze: Anthony Harding and Jack Laugher, Britain
CYCLING BMX RACING
MEN'S
Gold: Joris Daudet, France
Silver: Sylvain Andre, France
Bronze: Romain Mahieu, France
WOMEN'S
Gold: Saya Sakakibara, Australia
Silver: Manon Veenstra, Netherlands
Bronze: Zoe Claessens, Switzerland
EQUESTRIAN
TEAM JUMPING
Gold: Britain
Silver: United States
Bronze: France
FENCING
MEN'S TEAM EPEE
Gold: Hungary
Silver: Japan
Bronze: Czech Republic
JUDO
MEN'S +100KG
Gold: Teddy Riner, France
Silver: Kim Min-jong, South Korea
Bronze: Temur Rakhimov, Tadzhikistan and Alisher Yusupov, Uzbekistan
WOMEN'S +78KG
Gold: Beatriz Souza, Brazil
Silver: Raz Hershko, Israel
Bronze: Romane Dicko, France and Kim Ha-yun, South Korea
ROWING
MEN'S PAIR
Gold: Martin Sinkovic and Valent Sinkovic, Croatia
Silver: Tom George and Oliver Wynne-Griffith, Britain
Bronze: Andrin Gulich and Roman Roeoesli, Switzerland
MEN'S LIGHTWEIGHT DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Fintan McCarthy and Paul O'Donovan, Ireland
Silver: Stefano Oppo and Gabriel Soares, Italy
Bronze: Petros Gaidatzis and Antonios Papakonstantinou, Greece
WOMEN'S PAIR
Gold: Ymkje Clevering and Veronique Meester, Netherlands
Silver: Roxana Anghel and Ioana Vrinceanu, Romania
Bronze: Annabelle McIntyre and Jess Morrison, Australia
WOMEN'S LIGHTWEIGHT DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Emily Craig and Imogen Grant, Britain
Silver: Ionela Cozmiuc and Gianina van Groningen, Romania
Bronze: Zoi Fitsiou and Dimitra Kontou, Greece
SAILING
MEN'S SKIFF
Gold: Diego Botin and Florian Trittel, Spain
Silver: Isaac McHardie and William McKenzie, New Zealand
Bronze: Ian Barrows and Hanks Henken, United States
WOMEN'S SKIFF
Gold: Annette Duetz and Odile van Aanholt, Netherlands
Silver: Vilma Bobeck and Rebecca Netzler, Sweden
Bronze: Charline Picon and Sarah Steyaert, France
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 50M RIFLE 3 POSITIONS
Gold: Chiara Leone, Switzerland
Silver: Sagen Maddalena, United States
Bronze: Zhang Qiongyue, China
SWIMMING
MEN'S 200M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Duncan Scott, Britain
Bronze: Wang Shun, China
MEN'S 50M FREESTYLE
Gold: Cameron McEvoy, Australia
Silver: Benjamin Proud, Britain
Bronze: Florent Manaudou, France
WOMEN'S 200 BACKSTROKE
Gold: Kaylee McKeown, Australia
Silver: Regan Smith, United States
Bronze: Kylie Masse, Canada
TENNIS
MIXED DOUBLES
Gold: Katerina Siniakova and Tomas Machac, Czech Republic
Silver: Wang Xinyu and Zhang Zhizhen, China
Bronze: Gabriela Dabrowski and Felix Auger Aliassime, Canada
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S 10,000M
Gold: Joshua Cheptegei, Uganda
Silver: Berihu Aregawi, Ethiopia
Bronze: Grant Fisher, United States
TRAMPOLINE
MEN'S 
Gold: Ivan Litvinovich, AIN
Silver: Wang Zisai, China
Bronze: Yan Langyu, China
WOMEN'S
Gold: Bryony Page, Britain
Silver: Viyaleta Bardzilouskaya, AIN
Bronze: Sophiane Methot, Canada
Thursday, Aug. 1
CANOE SLALOM
MEN'S SINGLE KAYAK
Gold: Giovanni De Gennaro, Italy
Silver: Titouan Castryck, France
Bronze: Pau Echaniz, Spain
FENCING
WOMEN'S TEAM FOIL
Gold: United States
Silver: Italy
Bronze: Japan
GYMNASTICS
WOMEN'S ALL-AROUND
Gold: Simone Biles, United States
Silver: Rebeca Andrade, Brazil
Bronze: Sunisa Lee, United States
JUDO
MEN'S -100KG
Gold: Zelym Kotsoiev, Azerbaijan
Silver: Ilia Sulamanidze, Georgia
Bronze: Peter Paltchik, Israel and Muzaffarbek Turoboyev, Uzbekistan
WOMEN'S -78KG
Gold: Alice Bellandi, Italy
Silver: Inbar Lanir, Israel
Bronze: Ma Zhenzhao, China and Patricia Sampaio, Portugal
ROWING
MEN'S DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Andrei-Sebastian Cornea and Marian Enache, Romania
Silver: Stef Broenink and Melvin Twellaar, Netherlands
Bronze: Philip Doyle and Daire Lynch, Ireland
WOMEN'S DOUBLE SCULLS
Gold: Brooke Francis and Lucy Spoors, Australia
Silver: Ancuta Bodnar and Simona Radis, Romania
Bronze: Mathilda Hodgkins Byrne and Rebecca Wilde, Britain
MEN'S FOUR
Gold: United States
Silver: New Zealand
Bronze: Britain
WOMEN'S FOUR
Gold: Netherlands
Silver: Britain
Bronze: New Zealand
SHOOTING
MEN'S 50M RIFLE 3 POSITIONS
Gold: Liu Yukun, China
Silver: Serhiy Kulish, Ukraine
Bronze: Swapnil Kusale, India
SWIMMING
MEN'S 200M BACKSTROKE
Gold: Hubert Kos, Hungary
Silver: Apostolos Christou, Greece
Bronze: Roman Mityukov, Switzerland
WOMEN'S 200M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Silver: Regan Smith, United States
Bronze: Zhang Yufei, China
WOMEN'S 200M BREASTSTROKE
Gold: Kate Douglass, United States
Silver: Tatjana Smith, South Africa
Bronze: Tes Schouten, Netherlands
WOMENS 4X200 FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: Australia
Silver: United States
Bronze: China
TRACK AND FIELD
MEN'S 20KM RACE WALK
Gold: Brian Pintado, Ecuador
Silver: Caio Bonfim, Brazil
Bronze: Alvaro Martin, Spain
WOMEN'S 20KM RACE WALK
Gold: Yang Jiayu, China
Silver: Maria Perez, Spain
Bronze: Jemima Montag, Australia
Wednesday, July 31
GYMNASTICS
MEN'S ALL AROUND
Gold: Shinnosuke Oka, Japan
Silver: Zhang Boheng, China
Bronze: Xiao Ruoteng, China
CANOE
WOMEN'S SINGLE
Gold: Jessica Fox, Australia
Silver: Elena Lilik, Germany
Bronze: Evy Leibfarth, United States
CYCLING
BMX FREESTYLE
WOMEN'S PARK
Gold: Deng Yawen, China
Silver: Perris Benegas, United States
Bronze: Natalya Diehm, Australia
MEN'S PARK
Gold: Jose Torres Gil, Argentina
Silver: Kieran Darren David Reilly, Britain
Bronze: Anthony Jean Jean, France
DIVING
SYNCHRONIZED 10-METER PLATFORM
WOMEN
Gold: Chen Yuxi and Quan Hongchan, China
Silver: Jo Jin Mi and Kim Mi Rae, North Korea
Bronze: Andrea Spendolini Sirieix and Lois Toulson, Britain
FENCING
MEN'S SABRE TEAM
Gold: South Korea
Silver: Hungary
Bronze: France
JUDO
WOMEN'S 70KG
Gold: Barbara Matic, Croatia
Silver: Miriam Butkereit, Germany
Bronze: Michaela Polleres, Austria, and Gabriella Willems, Belgium
MEN'S 90KG Gold: Lasha Bekauri, Georgia
Silver: Sanshiro Murao, Japan
Bronze: Maxime-Gael Ngayap Hambou, France, and Theodoros Tselidis, Greece
ROWING
MEN'S QUADRUPLE SCULLS
Gold: Netherlands (Lennart van Lierop, Finn Florijn, Tone Wieten, Koen Metsemakers)
Silver: Italy (Luca Chiumento, Luca Rambaldi, Andrea Panizza, Giacomo Gentili)
Bronze: Poland (Dominik Czaja, Mateusz Biskup, Miroslaw Zietarski, Fabian Baranski)
WOMEN'S QUADRUPLE SCULLS
Gold: Britain (Lauren Henry, Hannah Scott, Lola Anderson, Georgina Brayshaw)
Silver: Netherlands (Laila Youssifou, Bente Paulis, Roos de Jong, Tessa Dullemans)
Bronze: Germany (Maren Voelz, Tabea Schendekehl, Leonie Menzel, Pia Greiten)
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M FREESTYLE
Gold: Sarah Sjoestroem, Sweden
Silver: Torri Huske, United States
Bronze: Siobhan Haughey, Hong Kong
WOMEN'S 1,500M FREESTYLE
Gold: Katie Ledecky, United States
Silver: Anastasiia Kirpichnikova, France
Bronze: Isabel Gose, Germany
MEN'S 100M FREESTYLE
Gold: Pan Zhanle, China
Silver: Kyle Chalmers, Australia
Bronze: David Popovici, Romania
MEN'S 200M BREASTSTROKE
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Zac Stubblety-Cook, Australia
Bronze: Caspar Corbeau, Netherlands
MEN'S 200M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Kristof Milak, Hungary
Bronze: Ilya Kharun, Canada
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S TRAP
Gold: Adriana Ruano, Guatemala
Silver: Silvana Maria Stanco, Italy
Bronze: Penny Smith, Australia
TRIATHLON
WOMEN
Gold: Cassandre Beaugrand, France
Silver: Julie Derron, Switzerland
Bronze: Beth Potter, Britain
MEN
Gold: Alex Yee, Britain
Silver: Hayden Wilde, New Zealand
Bronze: Leo Bergere, France
Tuesday, July 30
FENCING
WOMEN'S EPEE TEAM
Gold: Italy
Silver: France
Bronze: Poland
GYMNASTICS
WOMEN'S TEAM
Gold: United States
Silver: Italy
Bronze: Brazil
JUDO
WOMEN'S 63KG
Gold: Andreja Leski, Slovenia
Silver: Prisca Awiti Alcaraz, Mexico
Bronze: Clarisse Agbegnenou, France and Laura Fazliu, Kosovo
MEN'S 81KG
Gold: Takanori Nagase, Japan
Silver: Tato Grigalashvili, Georgia
Bronze: Lee Joon-hwan, South Korea and Somon Makhmadbekov, Tajikistan
RUGBY SEVENS
WOMEN'S
Gold: New Zealand
Silver: Canada
Bronze: United States
SHOOTING
MIXED TEAM 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Zorana Arunovic and Damir Mikec, Serbia
Silver: Sevval Ilayda Tarhan and Yusef Dikec, Turkey
Bronze: Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh, India
MEN'S TRAP
Gold: Nathan Hales, Britain
Silver: Qi Ying, China
Bronze: Jean Pierre Brol, Guatemala
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M BACKSTROKE
Gold: Kaylee McKeown, Australia
Silver: Regan Smith, United States
Bronze: Katharine Berkoff, United States
MEN'S 800M FREESTYLE
Gold: Daniel Wiffen, Ireland
Silver: Bobby Finke, United States
Bronze: Gregorio Paltrinieri, Italy
MEN'S 4x200M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: Britain
Silver: United States
Bronze: Australia
TABLE TENNIS
MIXED DOUBLES
Gold: Wang Chuqin and Sun Yingsha, China
Silver: Ri Jong-sik and Kim Kum-yong, North Korea
Bronze: Lim Jong-hoon and Shin Yu-bin, South Korea
Monday, July 29
ARCHERY
MEN'S TEAM
Gold: South Korea
Silver: France
Bronze: Turkey
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS
MEN'S TEAM
Gold: Japan
Silver: China
Bronze: United States
CANOE SLALOM
MEN'S CANOE SINGLE
Gold: Nicolas Gestin, France
Silver: Adam Burgess, Britain
Bronze: Matej Benus, Slovakia
CYCLING MOUNTAIN BIKE
MEN'S CROSS-COUNTRY
Gold: Tom Pidcock, Britain
Silver: Victor Koretzky, France
Bronze: Alan Hatherly, South Africa
DIVING
MEN'S SYNCHRONIZED 10M PLATFORM
Gold: Lian Junjie and Yang Hao, China
Silver: Tom Daley and Noah Williams, Britain
Bronze: Rylan Wiens and Nathan Zsombor-Murray, Canada
EQUESTRIAN
EVENTING TEAM
Gold: Britain
Silver: France
Bronze: Japan
FENCING
WOMEN'S SABER INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Manon Apithy-Brunet, France
Silver: Sara Balzer, France
Bronze: Olga Kharlan, Ukraine
MEN'S FOIL INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Cheung Ka Long, Hong Kong
Silver: Filippo Macchi, Italy
Bronze: Nick Itkin, United States
JUDO
WOMEN'S 57KG
Gold: Christa Deguchi, Canada
Silver: Mimi Huh, South Korea
Bronze: Sarah Leonie Cysique, France and Haruka Funakubo, Japan
MEN'S 73KG
Gold: Hidayat Heydarov, Azerbaijan
Silver: Joan-Benjamin Gaba, France
Bronze: Soichi Hashimoto, Japan and Adil Osmanov, Moldova
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 10M AIR RIFLE
Gold: Ban Hyo-jin, South Korea
Silver: Huang Yuting, China
Bronze: Audrey Gogniat, Switzerland
MEN'S 10M AIR RIFLE
Gold: Sheng Lihao, China
Silver: Victor Lindgren, Sweden
Bronze: Miran Maricic, Croatia
SKATEBOARDING
Gold: Yuto Horigome, Japan
Silver: Jagger Eaton, United States
Bronze: Nyjah Huston, United States
SWIMMING
WOMEN'S 100M BREASTSTROKE
Gold: Tatjana Smith, South Africa
Silver: Tang Qianting, China
Bronze: Mona McSharry, Ireland
WOMEN'S 200M FREESTYLE
Gold: Mollie O'Callaghan, Australia
Silver: Ariarne Titmus, Australia
Bronze: Siobhan Bernadette Haughey, Hong Kong
WOMEN'S 400M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Silver: Katie Grimes, United States
Bronze: Emma Weyant, United States
MEN'S 100M BACKSTROKE
Gold: Thomas Ceccon, Italy
Silver: Xu Jiayu, China
Bronze: Ryan Murphy, United States
MEN'S 200M FREESTYLE
Gold: David Popovici, Romania
Silver: Matthew Richards, Britain
Bronze: Luke Hobson, United States
Sunday, July 28
ARCHERY
WOMEN'S TEAM
Gold: South Korea
Silver: China
Bronze: Mexico
CANOE SLALOM
WOMEN'S KAYAK SINGLE
Gold: Jessica Fox, Australia
Silver: Klaudia Zwolinska, Poland
Bronze: Kimberley Woods, Britain
CYCLING MOUNTAIN BIKE
WOMEN'S CROSS-COUNTRY
Gold: Pauline Ferrand-Prevot, France
Silver: Haley Batten, United States
Bronze: Jenny Rissveds, Sweden
FENCING
WOMEN'S FOIL INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Lee Kiefer, United States
Silver: Lauren Scruggs, United States
Bronze: Eleanor Harvey, Canada
JUDO
WOMEN'S 52KG
Gold: Diyora Keldiyorova, Uzbekistan
Silver: Distria Krasniqi, Kosovo
Bronze: Larissa Pimenta, Brazil and Amandine Buchard, France
MEN'S 66KG
Gold: Hifumi Abe, Japan
Silver: Willian Lima, Brazil
Bronze: Gusman Kyrgyzbayev, Kazakhstan and Denis Vieru, Moldova
SHOOTING
MEN'S 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Xie Yu, China
Silver: Federico Nilo Maldini, Italy
Bronze: Paolo Monna, Italy
SWIMMING
MEN'S 400M INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY
Gold: Leon Marchand, France
Silver: Tomoyuki Matsushita, Japan
Bronze: Carson Foster, United States
WOMEN'S 100M BUTTERFLY
Gold: Torri Huske, United States
Silver: Gretchen Walsh, United States
Bronze: Zhang Yufei, China
SHOOTING
WOMEN'S 10M AIR PISTOL
Gold: Oh Ye-jin, South Korea
Silver: Kim Ye-ji, South Korea
Bronze: Manu Bhaker, India
SKATEBOARDING
WOMEN'S STREET
Gold: Coco Yoshizawa, Japan
Silver: Liz Akama, Japan
Bronze: Rayssa Leal, Brazil
Saturday, July 27
CYCLING
MEN'S INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL
Gold: Remco Evenepoel, Belgium
Silver: Filippo Ganna, Italy
Bronze: Wout van Aert, Belgium
WOMEN'S INDIVIDUAL TIME TRIAL
Gold: Grace Brown, Australia
Silver: Anna Henderson, Britain
Bronze: Chloe Dygert, United States
DIVING
WOMEN'S SYNCHRONIZED 3M SPRINGBOARD
Gold: Chang Yani and Chen Yiwen, China
Silver: Sarah Bacon and Kassidy Cook, United States
Bronze: Yasmin Harper and Scarlett Mew Jensen, Britain
FENCING
WOMEN'S EPEE INDIVIDUAL
Gold: Vivian Kong, Hong Kong
Silver: Auriane Mallo-Breton, France
Bronze: Eszter Muhari, Hungary
MEN'S SABER INDIVIDUAL
Bronze: Luigi Samele, Italy
JUDO
WOMEN 48KG
Gold: Natsumi Tsunoda, Japan
Silver: Baasankhuu Bavuudori, Mongolia
Bronze: Shirine Boukli, France, and Tara Babulfath, Sweden
MEN 60KG
Gold: Yeldos Smetov, Kazakhstan
Silver: Luka Mkheidze, France
Bronze: Ryuju Nagayama, Japan and Francisco Garrigos, Spain
RUGBY SEVENS
Gold: France
Silver: Fiji
Bronze: South Africa
SHOOTING
10M AIR RIFLE MIXED TEAM
Gold: Huang Yuting and Sheng Lihao, China
Silver: Keum Ji-hyeon and Park Ha-jun, South Korea
Bronze: Alexandra Le and Islam Satpayev, Kazakhstan
SWIMMING
MEN'S 400M FREESTYLE
Gold: Lukas Maertens, Germany
Silver: Elijah Winnington, Australia
Bronze: Kim Woo-min, South Korea
MEN'S 4X100M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: United States
Silver: Australia
Bronze: Italy
WOMEN'S 400M FREESTYLE
Gold: Ariarne Titmus, Australia
Silver: Summer McIntosh, Canada
Bronze: Katie Ledecky, United States
WOMEN'S 4X100M FREESTYLE RELAY
Gold: Australia
Silver: United States
Bronze: China
> See other events still in progress
___
This story has been corrected to amend the medal standings for individual jumping equestrian event to show that Christian Kukuk of Germany won the gold, Steve Guerdat of Switzerland the silver and Maikel van der Vleuten of the Netherlands the bronze. It previously stated wrongly that Guerdat won the gold, van der Vleuten the silver and Kukuk the bronze.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Sam Watson of the United States after competing in the men's speed semifinal during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Sam Watson of the United States, left, and Reza Alipour Shenazandifard of Iran compete in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Sam Watson of the United States, center, congratulates Wu Peng of China after competing in the men's speed semifinal during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Sam Watson of the United States reacts as he competes in the men's speed semifinal during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Sam Watson of the United States competes in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Veddriq Leonardo of Indonesia, left, reacts after competing in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Veddriq Leonardo of Indonesia reacts as he competes in the men's speed final during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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LE BOURGET, France (AP) -- Sam Watson leaves the Paris Games with another world record in speed sport climbing but without the Olympic gold medal.
The American broke the speed world record on Thursday for the second time at the 2024 Paris Olympics, but the feat came in the fight for the bronze after he was eliminated in the semifinals.
The 18-year-old Watson, the heavy favorite for the gold, lost to Wu Peng of China in the semifinals before setting a record of 4.74 seconds in the third-place heat. Leonardo Veddriq of Indonesia won the gold with a time of 4.75 in the final. Wu ended with 4.77.
"I was just flying and doing my thing. I think nothing really changed between any of my laps," Watson said. "Just a couple millimeters of an error is really the name of the game in the sport. So no really regrets. I don't think the pressure really got to me or anything like that. I think I just made a tiny little stumble."

    


Watson first broke the record with a time of 4.75 in an elimination heat two days ago. He had held the previous world record of 4.79 since April.
Watson said the world record meant "a lot" and was "a big accomplishment," but it hadn't sunk in yet what it meant to go home with the record but not the gold medal.




"I haven't really gone through it," he said. "I think all that kind of stuff is external rather than internal. I have a view of who I am in my mind, and that doesn't really change regardless of my performance. But other people will view me in certain ways, and I hope that way as positive and a good representation of myself, my sport and my country."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Watson said he will "take a little break, maybe go on a little vacation after trying so hard" in Paris.
But only after finishing the Olympic Village muffin that he had been praising on his social media accounts since arriving in Paris.
"That was the first thing I was doing, is I would get my chocolate muffin that I brought from the village and eat it right after, regardless of what happened," he said.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            USA's Laura Kraut, riding Baloutinue, during the Equestrian Jumping qualifiers, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            USA's Laura Kraut rides Baloutinue during the Jumping Individual final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            USA's Karl Cook, left, Laura Kraut, center, and McLain Ward react after cpaturing the silver medal in the Equestrian Jumping Team final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            Belgium's Gilles Thomas riding Ermitage Kalone clears a hurdle during the Equestrian Jumping Team final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Spain's Esteban Benitez, riding Utrera Aa 35 1, during the Equestrian Cross Country competition at Chateau de Versailles for the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Ecuador's Ronald Zabala G., riding, Forever Young Wundermaske, fall off their horse during the Equestrian Cross Country competition at Chateau de Versailles for the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            USA's Laura Kraut rides Baloutinue during the Jumping Individual final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Belgium's Gilles Thomas riding Ermitage Kalone clears a hurdle during the Equestrian Jumping Team final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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VERSAILLES, France (AP) -- When Laura Kraut competed in equestrian at the Paris Olympics she was one of the few showjumpers wearing a protective airbag vest. That's likely to change.
Along with horse welfare, rider safety is an ongoing issue for the sport's international governing body, the FEI, which is working to develop helmets and airbag vests. 
Kraut, a 58-year-old American rider, started using one of the airbag vests three years ago at the suggestion of a doctor following a heavy fall in Belgium. Now she never rides without one.
"He said you lose fluid around your spinal cord, and so when you jolt this way or that way, the older you get the more problems that can cause you," Kraut told The Associated Press after placing eighth in the individual jumping competition. "I've had three or four pretty bad falls, that (when) I hit the ground thinking 'this is going to be bad.'"

    


Mark Hart, who chairs the FEI's medical committee, says a working group -- including scientists, doctors, helmet representatives and a rider -- focuses on improvements to helmets to reduce head injuries. 
"We have to use a lot of epidemiological studies, clinically, but also bio-medical engineering," Hart said. The FEI confers with other federations and sports, including motocross, where competitors also risk concussion.




Awareness around the symptoms and effects of concussion is improving, generally, but more needs to be done to highlight the issue for athletes in sports that involve contact, collisions or the possibility of falls.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"A lot of this is education -- people have to know the signs and the symptoms," Hart told the AP. "There's a whole gradation of concussions, and sometimes the effects are immediate and sometimes they are," delayed.
Jumping and cross-country -- which forms part of eventing-- remain the riskiest equestrian disciplines.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


"If you look at the data from an absolute value, jumping is going to have the most reports of concussion because there's more jumpers" competing, Hart said. "If you look at it in relative value, eventing has a little bit more (risk) because they move faster (and) there's cross country."

    


Cross-country fences are rigid and don't collapse on a horse's impact, whereas in jumping they do.
"Eventing is kind of unique because the fences are also involved in the injuries," Hart said. "Horse falls are incredibly complicated. When you fall off a horse, you don't know if you're going left, right, if the horse is rotating over you, or how you're going to land. Is the horse going to land on top of you? Is the horse going to step on you?"
The falls can sometimes be fatal. In May, British eventing rider Georgie Campbell died in after a fall at the international horse trials in Devon, England.
Laura Collett won gold with Britain in team eventing at the Paris Games and bronze in the individual category. Eleven years ago she almost died in a horse fall. She was resuscitated five times, fractured a shoulder and sustained two broken ribs, a punctured lung, a lacerated liver and kidney damage.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Kraut has had horses fall on her and, while it's not something she thinks about now, she says it's "another reason for the airbags."

    


Hart estimates one third of cross-country riders wear the vests but jumping riders wear them much less. Some jumpers find them uncomfortable, others don't want to ride with extra weight. 
The airbag vests are designed to reduce force on impact, help protect the neck and head of the rider, and stiffen onto the torso to protect vital organs.
According to FEI statistics on elite-level eventing, 33 serious injuries were reported in 2023. Nine in 10 falls caused no injuries but of the 25 rotational horse falls last year, five resulted in serious injury.
Some question the effectiveness of the airbags, which are commonly used in elite motorcycle racing.
Not Kraut. She's convinced the vests, which inflate in a similar way to those in motor vehicle collisions, offer good protection.
"It has definitely kept me from having broken ribs, and I have not had any whiplash," said Kraut, who helped the U.S. team win silver in the team final. "So it has been great."

    


Jana Wargers, a reserve on the German team, hasn't ridden without an airbag vest in the last two years. The only drag, she said, is refilling the air cartridge.
Belgian rider Gilles Thomas, who placed 20th in the individual competition, is considering using one.
"The only thing is that it's quite warm," Thomas said. "But one day if they (incorporate it) in the jacket straight away, then why not?"
Airbags have to be clipped on, and there is concern the noise if it's deployed frightens the horse.
"The horses don't even budge," Kraut said. "That was probably my biggest concern and one of the reasons I didn't wear it when it first came out. I was worried that the noise would frighten the horse."
Now, it's second nature.
"If anything, you so don't notice it that one or two times you forget to unhook it when you get off," she said, laughing. 
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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PARIS (AP) -- Vinesh Phogat, the Indian women's wrestler who qualified for the Olympic final at 50 kilograms and then was disqualified for barely missing weight, announced her retirement on social media on Thursday.
In a post translated from Hindi, Phogat said: "My courage is broken, I don't have any more strength now. Goodbye Wrestling, 2001-2024."
Phogat beat four-time world and defending Olympic champion Yui Susaki of Japan on Tuesday. She then won her quarterfinal match against Ukraine's Oksana Livach 7-5 and her semifinal against Cuba's Yusneylis Guzman Lopez 5-0 to seemingly earn a spot in Wednesday night's championship match. 
United World Wrestling, the sport's governing body, disqualified Phogat on Wednesday morning. Team India said she was 100 grams -- about a fifth of a pound -- over the weight limit. Instead of becoming India's first woman to compete in an Olympic final, she went home empty-handed.

    


Guzman Lopez replaced Phogat in the final, and American Sarah Hildebrandt defeated Guzman Lopez 3-0 to win the gold medal.
United World Wrestling's decision to disqualify Phogat shined a light on the dangers of weight-cutting. Several wrestlers, including American gold medalists Hildebrand and Amit Elor, said more weight classes need to be added so it is less difficult to make weight.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-vinesh-phogat-aae6a852da8b38c557558f9a82e200c3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    American cyclist Chloe Dygert is finally an Olympic champion after a career-threatening injury | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



American cyclist Chloe Dygert is finally an Olympic champion after a career-threatening injury

    American cyclist Chloe Dygert is finally an Olympic champion after a career-threatening injury

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates with teammates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            From left, United States' Lily Williams, Jennifer Valente, Kristen Faulkner and Chloe Dygert pose with the gold medal of the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            From left, United States' Jennifer Valente, Chloe Dygert, Lily Williams and Kristen Faulkner celebrate winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
            From left, United States' Lily Williams, Jennifer Valente, Kristen Faulkner and Chloe Dygert pose with the gold medal of the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        American cyclist Chloe Dygert is finally an Olympic champion after a career-threatening injury

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10

                                    
                                    Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates with teammates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates with teammates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10

                                    
                                    Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 10

                                    
                                    United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            From left, United States' Lily Williams, Jennifer Valente, Kristen Faulkner and Chloe Dygert pose with the gold medal of the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10

                                    
                                    From left, United States' Lily Williams, Jennifer Valente, Kristen Faulkner and Chloe Dygert pose with the gold medal of the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 10

                                    
                                    Chloe Dygert of the United States celebrates winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            From left, United States' Jennifer Valente, Chloe Dygert, Lily Williams and Kristen Faulkner celebrate winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 10

                                    
                                    From left, United States' Jennifer Valente, Chloe Dygert, Lily Williams and Kristen Faulkner celebrate winning the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 10

                                    
                                    United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 10 | 
            United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10

                                    
                                    United States' Jennifer Valente, Lily Williams, Chloe Dygert and Kristen Faulkner compete on their way to clinch the gold medal in the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
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MONTIGNY-LE-BRETONNEUX, France (AP) -- The scars from the career-threatening injury to her thigh were covered by the blue warmup she wore onto the medal stand inside the Olympic velodrome, though the bandage covering the three stitches on Chloe Dygert's chin -- courtesy of her crash during the road race at the Paris Games -- were very much visible.
Both evidence of the long and often painful journey she had taken to the gold medal.
A longtime stalwart of the U.S. women's pursuit squad, Dygert teamed with newly minted Olympic road race champion Kristen Faulkner, Jennifer Valente and Lily Williams to beat New Zealand in the finals on Wednesday night. And in doing so, Dygert was able to finally hear her nation's anthem while standing on the top step of the podium.
"I'm going to cherish this," Dygert said, before pausing for the slightest of moments. "It doesn't stop here. We keep going."

    


Of course, because it is exactly that -- the stubborn refusal of the 27-year-old from Brownsburg, Indiana, to ever stop, despite the crashes and injuries and bitter disappointments -- that made her Olympic dream possible.




Dygert had been tapped for stardom even before the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro, where she helped the Americans win the silver medal in the team pursuit. She was coached by Kristin Armstrong, the three-time Olympic time trial champion, and Dygert was supposed to pick up the mantle for the U.S. in the race against the clock as soon as Armstrong retired.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dygert was on her way to the Tokyo Olympics, and making good on that promise, when disaster struck at the time trial world championships on a sharp, right-hand bend on a winding road in the Italian countryside. Dygert hit the guardrail, sailed to the bottom of a ravine and looked down to see a gruesome gash across her thigh going down to the bone.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


It took nine months before Dygert could even ride a bike again.

    


She was still not fully recovered by the pandemic-delayed Tokyo Games, though she helped the women's pursuit squad win the bronze medal. And Dygert's recovery continued to be derailed by things beyond her control: the Epstein-Barr virus, which left her fighting extreme fatigue, and heart surgery two years ago for supraventricular tachycardia, an irregularly fast heartbeat that can be especially dangerous for a cyclist putting her body through the ringer every day.
Throw in some challenges in her personal life, and it left Dygert in a what she called "a dark place," acknowledging in an interview with The Associated Press last year that there were times when she wondered whether she wanted to press ahead, both in her cycling career and her life.
"What I physically had to go through for the injury itself, then mentally what I had to go through -- all the personal things I won't go into -- my life at times did not matter to me," Dygert told the AP. "I didn't care if I was alive. I did not care about things.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"People don't see and understand," she continued in a moment of raw honesty, "and I can say the same thing: I see people with injuries and things going on, and I can't understand what they're going through."

    


Dygert spent time racing in Belgium earlier this year with her professional team, but her primary focus had been the Paris Games. She continued to target the time trial, where she was among the favorites for gold, before she would take part in the road race and turn her attention to the pursuit at the Velodrome National de Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines.
Those time trial aspirations took a hit when, on slick roads in driving rain, Dygert hit the deck going through a turn. She was able to remount quickly, but any hope of gold was gone, and with blood dripping down her chin, she hung on to win the bronze medal.
In the road race, it was Faulkner who brought back a breakaway in the closing kilometers, then audaciously attacked on a stretch along the River Seine. She went solo to the finish line to win the first American gold medal in an Olympic road race in 40 years, and Dygert soon joined her in the celebration, helping Faulkner to hold aloft the Stars and Stripes.

    


They were able to celebrate again Wednesday night after holding off New Zealand inside a hot, boisterous velodrome.
It was a moment that Dygert had pictured for years. And one that those around her relished just as much.
"I mean, with where she was and where she's come, it's just amazing," said Gary Sutton, the endurance track coach for USA Cycling, who has worked with Dygert for nearly a decade and will retire after the world championships in October.
"She's one of the world's best athletes," Sutton said, "and you know, I mean, what she's been through -- there's a lot of stuff that happens behind the scenes, and people don't see it. And she's just handled it all, everything, like a real professional."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-chloe-dygert-track-cycling-united-states-3e2acf6e760da012acf3036f903172a6
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            1 of 16 | 
            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. When Oleksandra first took to the mat as a 4-year-old, her rhythmic gymnastics coach saw nothing but potential in a sport where the Olympics is the ultimate goal. Then a Russian missile crushed her summer house in the southern Odesa region, burying her beneath the debris and severing her left leg. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            2 of 16 | 
            The athletics arena of the "Polytechnic" sports complex, which was destroyed by a Russian rocket attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, is seen on Friday, June 7, 2024. It takes a decade and a national infrastructure of training facilities, feeder schools, equipment, and coaches to nurture an Olympic champion, and a process that begins in early childhood ends up winnowing out most contenders long before they reach the Games. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            3 of 16 | 
            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Two years after her injury, the girl who once aimed to compete at the Olympic Games now dreams of the Paralympics. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            FILE - Team Ukraine performs during the rhythmic gymnastics group all-around final at the 2016 Summer Olympics at the Olympic stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sunday, Aug. 21, 2016. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)
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            6 of 16 | 
            Silver medalist Yaroslava Mahuchikh of Ukraine wears eye makeup in her country's colors while competing in the women's high jump during the World Athletics Indoor Championships at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow, Scotland, Friday, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            8 of 16 | 
            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls with coach Inga Kovalchuk in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. "My primary task today is not to achieve high results in sports but to preserve the mental and physical health of our children," Kovalchuk says. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            10 of 16 | 
            FILE - Ukraine's Ganna Rizatdinova practices her routine a day ahead of the rhythmic gymnastics individual all-around qualifications at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, Aug. 18, 2016. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            11 of 16 | 
            FILE - Ukrainians, a few of them displaced from Mariupol during the war, practice rowing on the Dnipro River as the sun sets, in Dnipro, Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. The southern city of Kherson section of the Dnipro is now the only natural barrier between Ukrainian and Russian troops in the region, with drones, artillery and missiles are flying overhead daily and mines in the water. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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            Children jump into the water during training in Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. At Ukraine's largest diving school, 50% of the most promising children here are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            A boy dives into the water during training in Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. At Ukraine's largest diving school, 50% of the most promising children here are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            A child dives into the water during training in Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. At Ukraine's largest diving school, 50% of the most promising children here are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls with coach Inga Kovalchuk in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            16 of 16 | 
            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. When Oleksandra first took to the mat as a 4-year-old, her rhythmic gymnastics coach saw nothing but potential in a sport where the Olympics is the ultimate goal. Then a Russian missile crushed her summer house in the southern Odesa region, burying her beneath the debris and severing her left leg. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            2 of 16 | 
            The athletics arena of the "Polytechnic" sports complex, which was destroyed by a Russian rocket attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, is seen on Friday, June 7, 2024. It takes a decade and a national infrastructure of training facilities, feeder schools, equipment, and coaches to nurture an Olympic champion, and a process that begins in early childhood ends up winnowing out most contenders long before they reach the Games. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Two years after her injury, the girl who once aimed to compete at the Olympic Games now dreams of the Paralympics. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            FILE - Team Ukraine performs during the rhythmic gymnastics group all-around final at the 2016 Summer Olympics at the Olympic stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Sunday, Aug. 21, 2016. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky, File)
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            Silver medalist Yaroslava Mahuchikh of Ukraine wears eye makeup in her country's colors while competing in the women's high jump during the World Athletics Indoor Championships at the Emirates Arena in Glasgow, Scotland, Friday, March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls with coach Inga Kovalchuk in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. "My primary task today is not to achieve high results in sports but to preserve the mental and physical health of our children," Kovalchuk says. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            FILE - Ukraine's Ganna Rizatdinova practices her routine a day ahead of the rhythmic gymnastics individual all-around qualifications at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, Aug. 18, 2016. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainians, a few of them displaced from Mariupol during the war, practice rowing on the Dnipro River as the sun sets, in Dnipro, Ukraine, Thursday, May 2, 2024. The southern city of Kherson section of the Dnipro is now the only natural barrier between Ukrainian and Russian troops in the region, with drones, artillery and missiles are flying overhead daily and mines in the water. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, File)
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            Children jump into the water during training in Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. At Ukraine's largest diving school, 50% of the most promising children here are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            A boy dives into the water during training in Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. At Ukraine's largest diving school, 50% of the most promising children here are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. (AP Photo/Alex Babenko)
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            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls with coach Inga Kovalchuk in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 16

                                    
                                    Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls with coach Inga Kovalchuk in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 16 | 
            Oleksandra Paskal, an 8-year-old girl with a prosthetic leg, practices rhythmic gymnastics with other girls in Chornomorsk, Odesa region, Ukraine, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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    The AP has been documenting and visualizing the toll the Russia-Ukraine war has had on Ukrainian athletes, coaches and sports facilities ahead of the Paris Olympics. You can view the series here.


    



    
    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


CHORNOMORSK, Ukraine (AP) -- When Oleksandra Paskal first took to the mat as a 4-year-old, her rhythmic gymnastics coach saw nothing but potential in a sport where the Olympics is the ultimate goal. Then a Russian missile crushed her summer house in the southern Odesa region, burying her beneath the debris and severing her left leg.
Oleksandra's coach, Inga Kovalchuk, prides herself on her ability to spot the future. But it's increasingly clear that Russia's war on Ukraine is demolishing the seeds of a sports culture that was a European powerhouse.
__
This story is part of an AP series that documented and visualized the toll the Russia-Ukraine war has had on Ukrainian athletes, coaches and sports facilities ahead of the Paris Olympics. AP is republishing it as Paskal came to Ukrainian House in Paris this week where she spoke about how sport "enlightens her spirit and gives her inspiration." She plans to visit the competition in rhythmic gymnastics.

    


___
Two years after she was injured in May 2022, Oleksandra was among 12 girls diligently following the instructions of their demanding coach in the sunlit room. No one paid attention to her prosthetic leg, but although she has even more of the grit and dedication that first caught Kovalchuk's eye, she will never be quite the same.




"Oleksandra, you do the exercise on full foot, the others -- on half toes," Kovalchuk told the group.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Now 8, the girl who once aimed to compete at the Olympics now dreams of the Paralympics. She was back training after just six months of rehab. Radiating confidence, she won her first competition a year after the attack with unflappable grace and fluidity and is inspiring a following well beyond the rhythmic gymnastics community.
"Sometimes I am even fearful: Will I manage? Not her, but me?" Kovalchuk confessed. "And in general, it's incredibly hard for all of them right now."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


It takes a decade and a national infrastructure of training facilities, feeder schools, equipment, and coaches to nurture an Olympic champion, and a process that begins in early childhood ends up winnowing out most contenders long before they reach the Games.

    


More than 500 sports facilities were damaged or occupied by Moscow's troops, depriving young athletes of a place to train, according to the Sports Ministry. Coaches joined the army or fled abroad, and some children who left early in the war haven't returned. Those who remain find their practices are frequently interrupted by air raid alarms that can last for hours. The destruction of sports schools means some children may never even begin to discover their potential.
Even if the war stopped tomorrow, it could take Ukrainian athletics a decade to recoup the losses, Veerle De Bosscher, a sports policy professor at Vrije University in Brussels, Belgium, who researches how countries produce champions, wrote in an email to The Associated Press.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Seventy of Kovalchuk's 110 gymnasts from before the war, including some of her best prospects, fled the country and haven't returned. She has some new students, including internally displaced children, but her class now totals only 60.

    


"My primary task today is not to achieve high results in sports but to preserve the mental and physical health of our children," Kovalchuk said.
"Judges don't care where you're from"
According to Ukraine's first lady, Olena Zelenska, more than 2 million children have fled the country. The departures have already impacted various sports, as coaches lost trainees in whom they had invested years of work.
At Kyiv's Liko Diving School, Ukraine's largest, 50% of the most promising children are gone, said Illia Tseliutin, head coach of Ukraine's national diving team. Two of the 20 coaches joined the army and three fled the country. Those numbers are almost certainly higher for schools in the frontline east and south, he said.
Tseliutin understands on a personal level. He fled the Luhansk region in 2014 soon after Russian forces first attacked there, and his hometown of Rubizhne has been occupied since 2022. Many Ukrainian divers and swimmers are originally from the occupied east and south and have no home to return to, much less a functioning pool, and so they remain abroad.

    


"We are at war, children are leaving, and they might compete for other countries," Tseliutin said. That creates a vicious cycle even for those who remain in Ukraine, who have fewer high-level athletes to measure themselves against and who find their own time in the pool interrupted by air raid alarms that go on for hours, he said.
Before, coaches planned the training schedule four years in advance. Now they are simply trying to ensure their sport survives the war.
"Our task is to prepare for competitions," Tseliutin said. "Judges don't care where you're from, they only score your jumps."
Mines in the water, missiles in the air
The southern city of Kherson, located on the shores of Dnipro River, was once fertile ground for Ukrainian rowing. The Ukrainian rowing team heading to Paris this year counts several crews from the region, which also boasts past Olympians as well.

    


But that section of the Dnipro is now the only natural barrier between Ukrainian and Russian troops in the region, with drones, artillery and missiles are flying overhead daily and mines in the water.
All 200 children and 15 coaches involved in rowing in Kherson fled the city, which is under near-constant attack, and only about 20% of the children are still rowing at all, whether in Ukraine or abroad, Ihor Harahulia, president of the non-profit Kherson Rowing Federation. The Kherson School of Higher Sportsmanship, where rowers and other competitive athletes trained, is a pile of rubble after numerous Russian attacks and flooding from the explosion of the Kakhovka dam last June.
Any child in Kherson today is unlikely to discover an untapped talent for rowing, given the danger on the water, and the lack of coaches and facilities. Harahulia is still there, but even he has abandoned the waters. He delivers humanitarian aid by car.
"There's no way for someone to row right now, because it's almost certainly fatal," he said.
But there's no point rebuilding sports infrastructure now, Acting Sports Minister Matvii Bidnyi, said "because there will be another strike and we will (lose) the invested money."
This is why people like Hennadii Zuiev, who is among the coaches who fled Ukraine, struggle to imagine a return. The 48-year-old high jump trainer left Kherson in the early days of Russia's full-scale invasion and moved from country to country across Europe with his family.
Before the war he had several young athletes. Now he's in the Portuguese city of Monte Gordo and focused only on adults. Among those he trained are Ukrainian high jumpers Kateryna Tabashnyk and Andriy Protsensko. The latter qualified for the Paris Olympics.
Zuiev would like to return to Ukraine, but his city is under constant fire and the school where he once trained is in ruins.
"I just can't imagine yet how, where, and what I will do," he says. "Every day I think about it, and every day I can't find an answer for myself."
___
John Leicester contributed from Paris.
___
AP Olympics coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            Alice Finot, of France, and Lea Meyer, of Germany, compete in a women's 3000 meters steeplechase round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Alice Finot, of France, reacts after finishing fourth during the women's 3000-meter steeplechase final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Alice Finot, of France, reacts after a heat in the women's 3000-meter Steeplechase at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                        SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- Rarely has an Olympic pin contained so much love.
When French runner Alice Finot got down on one knee and proposed to her boyfriend after her Olympic steeplechase race, she attached a "Love is in Paris" pin on his shirt.
"I told myself that if I ran under nine minutes, knowing that nine is my lucky number and that we've been together for nine years, then I would propose," Finot said.
Finot finished fourth in 8 minutes, 58.67 seconds on Tuesday and then ran over to the stands where she found her boyfriend, Spanish triathlete Bruno Martinez.
"I don't like doing things like everyone else," Finot said. "Since he hadn't done it yet, I thought maybe it was up to me."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Elodie Clouvel of France competes in the horse jumping portion of the women's modern pentathlon at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. On Sunday at the Paris Olympics, a 112-year-old cavalry officer will ride for the last time. The sport of modern pentathlon, a niche outlier at the Olympics, is getting rid of its horses after more than a century, and a notorious incident when a coach struck a horse at the last Games. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, File)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- The sport of modern pentathlon, a niche outlier at the Olympics, is getting rid of its horse competitions after the Paris Games and bringing in "American Ninja Warrior"-style obstacle courses for the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028. 
It's a quirky sport which was originally modeled on the exploits of a dashing soldier on horseback behind enemy lines and debuted at the 1912 Olympics. Athletes and officials have been feuding ahead of the Paris Olympic competition starting Thursday.
Depending on who you ask, swapping horses for obstacles is either an exciting, much-needed modernization to keep the sport alive, or a misguided power grab that will drive away top competitors in an already small event.
Opposed to the change but fed up with the bitter rifts in his sport, Britain's Joe Choong, gold medalist in Tokyo three years ago, has indicated he'll likely quit after Paris.

    


"I've got to have that drive to want to do it. I can't just do it for for the sake of it," he told The Associated Press earlier this year. "It's not going to be the same."
Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the modern Olympics, invented modern pentathlon in a quest to find the ultimate all-round athlete at the Games. The schedule -- running, swimming, horse-riding, shooting and fencing -- was based on a cavalry officer's skill set. The first Olympic competition took six days.




When modern pentathlon joined the Olympic program in 1912, it was just two years before World War I showed just how obsolete horses were in modern warfare. Now in Paris -- de Coubertin's birthplace -- his sport will change forever.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It began with a distressed horse and a coach who lost control.
When Kim Raisner leaned over a fence at the Tokyo Olympics to strike the horse Saint Boy, video footage went viral outside the small world of modern pentathlon. Raisner was coaching Germany's Annika Schleu, whose gold-medal chances disappeared when Saint Boy refused to cooperate.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Athletes have to ride unfamiliar horses, and Schleu was drawn with Saint Boy, who had already refused to work with a Russian competitor.

    


Under pressure from the International Olympic Committee to avoid a repeat, modern pentathlon soon announced it would replace equestrian. That decision seemed timely as other equestrian events faced their own horse welfare scandals in Paris.
The format in Paris packs the five disciplines into 90 minutes of competition time -- just over two hours including breaks -- for men's finals Saturday and the women's event Sunday. It's hosted in the grounds of the Palace of Versailles, once home to French royalty.
Modern pentathlon's governing body, the UIPM, briefly considered cross-country cycling -- which was reportedly considered too similar to triathlon -- before opting for obstacle courses similar to those on the popular television show "American Ninja Warrior" for 2028.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


The UIPM believes it will make "a perfect product for the TV audience," general secretary Shiny Fang said Wednesday, and that it can diversify a sport dominated by European countries. The Egyptian team shares one horse -- "poor Charlie" -- for training, former athlete Yasser Hefny told a UIPM-hosted event last month.

    


Choong says he hasn't seen much sign modern pentathlon is attracting new athletes since announcing its plans in 2022.
Instead, modern pentathlon should be trying to make horse-riding more accessible, he argues. Choong said he's never owned a horse and instead trains at a riding school in rural England to work with unfamiliar horses.
"I'm really proud of my ability as a rider because I'm not someone who's been in a saddle since I was three," he said. "I've never had to pay for food for the horses. I've never had to pay the cost of owning a horse because pentathlon is the most accessible way to go riding. All you need to do is pay for the lessons."
Even supporters of the change think it will be an emotional moment when the stable doors slam shut for the last time at the Paris Olympics.
"It's very sad to say goodbye to horse-riding," Egyptian athlete Malak Ismail said last month. "I love horses too much, but I'm really so excited to try the obstacles."
___
Graham Dunbar in Paris contributed to this report.
___
AP Olympics coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


One wore a veil, the other fought with her head bare.
Nahid Kiyani Chandeh and Kimia Alizadeh were once friends and roommates as part of the junior Iran taekwondo team. Now an entire world separates them.
They clashed Thursday at the Paris Olympics in the 57-kilogram division and Alizadeh, who defected from Iran, lost in her bid to win a gold medal for her new country, Bulgaria.
Kiyani Chandeh, the current world champion, came out on top of a very tense fight that was settled by a referee decision after the athletes, both 26, finished tied with seven points each in the decisive third round.
Alizadeh had a three-point lead in the decider with six seconds left, but Kiyani Chandeh leveled with a kick to the head and was handed the victory by superiority.
Alizadeh was the first Iranian female athlete ever to win an Olympic medal when she claimed bronze in Rio de Janeiro as an 18-year-old.

    


Her win catapulted her to fame, but she grew frustrated with life in Iran. As she announced she was leaving her country four years ago, she accused Iranian officials of sexism and criticized wearing the mandatory hijab headscarf.




At the time, she described herself as "one of the millions of oppressed women in Iran."
After heading to Germany, she became a member of the Refugee Olympic Team and came close to earning a bronze medal in Tokyo.
In April, she left the IOC team -- created in 2016 to provide opportunities to victims of political persecution and war -- when she announced she had received Bulgarian citizenship.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The round-of-16 fight Thursday between the two rivals -- who used to be roomates at Iran's national training center during their youth year -- was revenge for Kiyani Chandeh, who had lost to Alizadeh in Tokyo.
She belted out her joy and clenched her fists in delight after her win and celebrated with her coach as Alizadeh took a knee. The rivals didn't even glance at each other as they exited the octagonal combat zone, then declined to speak to reporters.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Asked whether the bout was politically charged, the president of the Iranian taekwondo federation said it was just a "very hard match."
"This is a sport, it's not politics," he said. "She is in the Bulgaria team now, we respect everybody. Their relationship is not bad."
___
More Paris Olympics news: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    In this photo made with a slow shutter speed, Manila Esposito, of Italy, performs on the balance beam during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            China's Long Daoyi and Wang Zongyuan compete in the men's synchronised 3m springboard diving final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Swimmers compete during a heat in the men's 100-meter breaststroke at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, July 27, 2024, in Nanterre, France. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            France's Jade Gillet and Emily Hallifax warms up prior to the women's synchronised 10m platform diving final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Jin Lee Man)
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            Egypt's fencer and Venezuela fencer compete in the men's team epee for 7th and 8th place match during the 2024 Summer Olympics at the Grand Palais, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            In this photo made with a slow shutter speed, Illia Kovtun, of Ukraine, competes during the men's artistic gymnastics individual floor finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Canada's Natalie Davison and Riley Melanson compete with teammates Toshka Besharah-Hrebacka and Courtney Stott compete in the women's kayak four 500-meter heats at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Petra Simon, of Hungary, attempts to score against Netherlands during a women's handball match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Benny Wizani of Austria competes during the men's trampoline qualifying round in Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Netherlands' Emmelie Scholtens rides Indian Rock during the dressage team Grand Prix final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Versailles, France. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Richard Murray, of the Netherlands, left, competes during the bike leg of mixed relay triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Luisa Blanco, of Colombia, competes on the balance beam during a women's artistic gymnastics qualification round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Runners competes during a men's 1500-meter semifinal at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Denmark's Viktor Axelsen plays against Thailand's Kunlavut Vitidsarn during their men's singles badminton gold medal match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Qiu Qiyuan, of China, warms up during the women's artistic gymnastics individual uneven bars finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            United States' Jessica Parratto and Delaney Schnell compete in the women's synchronised 10m platform diving final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Jin Lee Man)
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            Femke Bol, of the Netherlands, runs in a women'a 400 meters hurdles round 1 heat at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            China's Chen Yuxi competes in the women's 10m platform diving preliminary at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Nikola Sibiak of Team Poland competes during the women's team sprint event, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Shota Mishvelidze of Georgia competes during the men's 61kg weightlifting event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Athletes are moving in every direction at the Paris Olympics.
Rowers work together to move backward toward their finish lines.
Benny Wizani of Austria spins in the air during the men's men's trampoline qualifying round.
Long Daoyi and Wang Zongyuan of China jump upward in unison before heading down to the pool in the men's synchronized 3-meter springboard diving.
A slow shutter speed shows Manila Esposito of Italy performing on the balance beam during the women's artistic gymnastics all-around finals.
All caught in motion.




___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
Follow AP visual journalism: AP Images Blog, Instagram, Twitter
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, celebrates at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, celebrates with her sister Mandy after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, celebrates after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, celebrates after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci (left) competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, back, hugs silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, front, at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 20 | 
            Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, celebrates after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, poses with her medal during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            9 of 20 | 
            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, center, silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, and bronze medalist Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, pose for photographers during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, Australia's Moesha Johnson, center, and Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, celebrate after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, and silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, celebrate at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            12 of 20 | 
            Athletes line up for the start of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            14 of 20 | 
            Supporters cheer as athletes swim during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, celebrates with her sister Mandy after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            17 of 20 | 
            Italy's Giulia Gabbrielleschi holds a bottle of water as she competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 20 | 
            Athletes compete during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Athletes compete during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, poses with her medal during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 20

                                    
                                    Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, back, hugs silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, front, at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 20 | 
            Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, celebrates after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 20

                                    
                                    Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, celebrates after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 20 | 
            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, poses with her medal during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 20

                                    
                                    Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, poses with her medal during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 20 | 
            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, center, silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, and bronze medalist Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, pose for photographers during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 20

                                    
                                    Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, center, silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, and bronze medalist Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, pose for photographers during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 20 | 
            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, Australia's Moesha Johnson, center, and Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, celebrate after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 20

                                    
                                    Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, left, Australia's Moesha Johnson, center, and Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci, right, celebrate after crossing the finish line at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 20 | 
            Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, and silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, celebrate at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 20

                                    
                                    Gold medal winner Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, right, and silver medalist Australia's Moesha Johnson, left, celebrate at the end of the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 20 | 
            Athletes line up for the start of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 20

                                    
                                    Athletes line up for the start of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 20 | 
            Italy's Ginevra Taddeucci competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Italy's Giulia Gabbrielleschi holds a bottle of water as she competes during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Athletes compete during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Athletes compete during the marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Gold medalist Sharon Van Rouwendaal, of the Netherlands, poses with her medal during the medal ceremony at the end of marathon swimming women's 10km competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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PARIS (AP) -- As Sharon van Rouwendaal approached the finish of an Olympic open water race like no other, she was hardly concerned about the safety of swimming in the Seine River.
Heck, she'd already taken a few gulps of water -- the same water that drew so much scrutiny at the Paris Games.
"I was thirsty," Van Rouwendaal said nonchalantly. "It was cold. It was nice."
If she's not feeling so well in a day or two, she can at least console herself with another gold medal.
Leaving little doubt that she's the greatest female swimmer in open water history, the 30-year-old Dutch star pulled off a crafty move coming to the finish line to win the 10-kilometer marathon race at the Paris Olympics on Thursday.
For Van Rouwendaal, it was another gold on an impressive resume that already included an open water victory at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics and a silver medal in Tokyo three years ago.

    


"A lot of dedication and pain," she called her career.
Moesha Johnson of Australia, who trains with Van Rouwendaal in Germany, led most of the way but never could get free of her good friend. Then, as they came around a bridge pylon for the Pont des Invalides, with the finish line in sight, the Dutch star made her move.




Van Rouwendaal cut toward the middle of the river, where the current was stronger but she could rely on her speed and endurance to carry her to the front.
Johnson stayed closer to shore and was unable to keep pace with Van Rouwendaal, who powered away and slapped the finishing pad in 2 hours, 3:34 seconds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Johnson settled for silver in 2:03:39.7, while the bronze went to Ginevra Taddeucci of Italy, the only other swimmer who had a shot at the end. She touched in 2:03:42.8.
"There were two options, and I knew whatever option I took Sharon behind me would have taken the other one," Johnson said. "We just had to fight it out and see which route was quicker or who was stronger."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


She had hoped to shake Van Rouwendaal earlier in the race but never could break free.

    


"When you're swimming, you can always feel their fingers on your feet and you're like, 'Damn it, they're still there,'" Johnson conceded. "She's such a tough competitor and she's the GOAT (Greatest Of All Time) of our sport."
The race out against a picturesque backdrop that no other city can provide -- the Eiffel Tower looming over the course, the gold-domed Invalides a couple of blocks away, the statue-lined Pont Alexander III overlooking the starting buoy and finishing chute, thousands of cheering fans crowded along the riverside -- at times with the swimmers almost close enough to touch.
After all the talk about bacteria-infested water and whether it was a good idea to hold an Olympic race in an iconic river where swimming has been largely banned for more than a century, this felt like a shining moment for a sport that's barely noticed outside of the Summer Games.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"I just hope people watching today have come to appreciate it so much more," Johnson said. "I think open water has so much more that I'd love people to learn about and so much room to grow."

    


There's one more race at these games. The men's 10k event is set for Friday.
Despite the health risks, many swimmers were more concerned with a current that was estimated at 2-3 mph (3.2-4.8 kph), a significant factor in a grueling sport that is often held in more docile waters such as lakes or ponds.
Indeed, the race settled into a familiar pattern largely determined by the flow of the Seine.
On the outward leg, with the strong current at their back, the swimmers spread out and went as fast as they could to the far end of the course.
On the return segment, everyone lined up along the edge of the river, sticking as close to the wall as possible, almost like a pack of stock cars drafting in a single-file line at a NASCAR race. They had to be careful not to get tangled up in vines that dangled into the waterway at some points or run into boats that were tied up along the shore.
Johnson, Van Rouwendaal and Taddeucci gradually pulled away from the rest of the pack, leaving contenders such as defending Olympic champion Ana Marcela Cunha of Brazil in their wake.

    


Cunha finished fourth, more than 30 seconds behind the bronze medalist. The top American was 18-year-old Katie Grimes, who won a silver medal at the pool in the 400-meter individual medal but only managed 15th in open water, nearly three minutes behind the winner.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/2024-olympics-open-water-seine-51d3b62d2b2c0286fec331c46c898ad1
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                    Team France competes in the team free routine of artistic swimming at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Ukraine's Parviz Nasibov celebrates after defeating Azerbaijan's Hasrat Jafarov during their men's Greco-Roman 67kg semifinal wrestling match, at Champ-de-Mars Arena, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Mexico's Alegna Gonzales competes during the marathon race walk relay mixed at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Players of the two teams compete during the women's semifinal field hockey match between Argentina and Netherlands at the Yves-du-Manoir Stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Colombes, France. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            France players jump for a block during a quarterfinal handball match between Germany and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            Mutaz Essa Barshim, of Qatar, competes in the men's high jump qualification at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Mexico's Osmar Olvera Ibarra competes in the men's 3m springboard diving semifinal, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Brazil's Augusto Akio celebrates during the men's skateboarding park finals at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            France players huddle in the foreground during a semifinal men's volleyball match against Italy at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)
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            Netherlands' Joosje Burg is attended to as she is helped off the ground after getting injured during the women's semifinal field hockey match between Argentina and Netherlands at the Yves-du-Manoir Stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Colombes, France. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            Jonatan Vadnai of Hungary capsizes as he competes in ILCA 7 men's dinghy class final race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Marseille, France. The race was later postponed due to the lack of wind. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Katie Moon of the United Sates, competes during the women's pole vault final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Vietnam's Trinh Van Vinh fails to lift as he competes during the men's 61kg weightlifting event at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara,Pool)
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            Germany's Renars Uscins, right, is challenged by France's Karl Konan during a quarterfinal handball match between Germany and France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Villeneuve-d'Ascq, France. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            Netherlands' Yibbi Jansen, left, celebrates after scoring her side's third goal during the women's semifinal field hockey match between Argentina and Netherlands at the Yves-du-Manoir Stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Colombes, France. (AP Photo/Aijaz Rahi)
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            Italy's Letizia Paternoster, Chiara Consonni, Martina Fidanza and Vittoria Guazzini compete during the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 21

                                    
                                    Italy's Letizia Paternoster, Chiara Consonni, Martina Fidanza and Vittoria Guazzini compete during the women's team pursuit event, at the Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            China's Guo Qing competes withTurkey's Merve Dincel Kavurat in a women's 49kg Taekwondo quarterfinal match during the 2024 Summer Olympics, at the Grand Palais, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Petra Sicakova, of Czechia, competes during the women's javelin throw qualification at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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            Azerbaijan's Gashim Magomedov reacts after winning the men's 58kg Taekwondo semifinal match against Italy's Vito Dell'Aquila during the 2024 Summer Olympics, at the Grand Palais, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            Quincy Hall, of the United States, celebrates after winning the men's 400-meter final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Matthew Wearn of Australia celebrates after winning the gold medal at the end of the ILCA 7 men's dinghy class final race during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Marseille, France. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        Paris (AP) -- A gallery of highlights on Day 12 of the Olympics captured by AP photographers at the Paris Games.
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US distance runner in Paris with family in heart after leaving Eritrea as a teen for new life
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                    FILE - Weini Kelati celebrates after winning the women's 10,000-meter final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials, June 29, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)


                

            
    
    
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PAT GRAHAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SAINT-DENIS, France (AP) -- Weini Kelati brought one picture to the United States with her. It's a photo taken when the long-distance runner was just a child -- the only snapshot she had of her family together.
Her dad, who served in the military, died soon after the photo. Her mom and two brothers remain back in Eritrea.
That image is a driving force and a constant reminder of that day in 2014, when, as a teenager, she decided not to board a plane back to Eritrea after the world junior championships in Eugene, Oregon. Instead, she was taken in by a relative and went to high school in Virginia before competing at the University of New Mexico.
A decade since seeking asylum and later earning U.S. citizenship, she qualified for the Paris Olympics by winning the 10,000 meters in Eugene, the same place where her life changed.
It was a full-circle moment that made her think of home. Of her mom, who she's seen once in 10 years, and her brothers, who she hasn't been able to visit. Of her late dad, too, who she knows would be beaming with pride.

    


"Sometimes, our dreams get delayed," said Kelati, who races Friday, "until they happen at the right time."




Becoming a runner
At U.S. Olympic trials earlier this summer, Kelati bided her time over the 25-lap race, tucking in behind a pair of contenders heading into the last lap. Then, with the finish line in sight, she sprinted to the win. She crossed the finish line and was handed a mini-statue of the Eiffel Tower.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kelati sat on the track and covered her head with her arms. The moment, her journey, flooded back. 
Growing up in Eritrea, running wasn't a love for Kelati but something all kids were required to do for school. The choices: Run or receive a lower grade in gym class.
So she did, with a determination. She finished second -- to a boy -- in a race.
"My teacher was like, 'You need to (run). You're very talented in this,'" she recalled.

    


It wouldn't be the last time she heard that.
Not long after, Kelati entered a road race located a town away. She got up early and walked to the event, which took a few hours. She won.
That's how she came to represent her country at the 2012 African championships in Cape Town. She helped the team to a silver medal in the junior division.
Eritrea to America
Soon after, the event that would change her life -- world junior championships in Eugene. She knew when she boarded the plane she wouldn't be returning. But she kept it a secret. She just said farewell.
"When I landed, I was like, 'I'm going to be away from my family for a very long time,'" she said. "I got pretty emotional. It was hard to run."
The weight of the decision took a toll on the then 17-year-old after she finished eighth in the 3,000 meters. 
"I thought I was mature enough to make this decision and do all of those things by myself," said Kelati, who trains in Flagstaff, Arizona, with Under Armour's Dark Sky distance team. "It's not easy to make a decision and get a new life, getting used to a new life, learning a new language and making new friends. I would say I handled it pretty well, even though it's been a hard journey."

    


Kelati didn't want to elaborate on her reasons why she sought asylum from Eritrea, which advocacy groups in 2014 called one of the most closed countries in the world since it gained independence in 1993. 
"I wanted to chase my dream, and I felt like this was a good opportunity to support my family," Kelati said. "That's all I can say."
Shortly after the plane departed without her 10 years ago, a cousin reached out. They got in contact with another relative in Virginia, who invited her to join his family that included four kids.
"I can't thank him enough," Kelati said. "He just cared about me. This wouldn't happen without him -- he gave me everything I needed for a better future."
Kelati attended Heritage High School in Leesburg, Virginia, where she won t he 2015 Foot Locker national cross country championships. Colleges reached out and she took visits. But it was the first trip she took that made the biggest impact. The University of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque, reminded her of home. 

    


"The early morning sunshine and desert, the altitude -- everything was perfect for me," Kelati said. "It was a good place for me."
She became one of the most decorated distance runners in Lobos history, winning the 10,000 meters at the 2019 NCAA outdoor track championships.
Kelati became a US citizen two days before the Olympic trials
Kelati became a U.S. citizen in 2021 -- two days before the U.S. Olympic track trials held in Eugene. She didn't make the team for Tokyo. Running at Hayward Field has long been a mental hurdle but one she cleared in June at trials.
"I had to forget the past," she said, "and focus on the present."
Two years ago, Kelati got to see her mom in person for the first time since she left. They met up in Uganda for their reunion. 
"At the airport, she saw me first," Kelati said. "She was crying and ran towards me, and we both cried."

    


They stayed up late telling stories.
"I was like, 'I can't believe I get to see you,'" she said. "It was an amazing moment."
She has yet to see her two brothers. But they talk all the time. The family won't make it to Paris.
But they know they can watch her. She figures her dad is probably keeping an eye on her, too.
"My mom tells me stories about how amazing he was," Kelati said. "I'm so proud of him. And whatever I do, I just want to make him proud -- make my family proud."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            The setting sun, framed by the Arc de Triomphe, illuminates the Champs-Elysees during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            A woman shelters with an umbrella against the rain as the Eiffel Tower stands illuminated in the background during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A man takes photos as the Olympic flame rises on a balloon seen from the courtyard of the Louvre during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Lightning lights up the night sky as people play a game of cards amidst a crowd gathering to see the cauldron rise in the Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A couple dance on a terrace overlooking the Seine River at sunset near Bercy Arena, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. The venue is home to the gymnastics and basketball competition at the 2024 Paris Olympics. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            The sun sets next to the swimming venue, rear left, as Alexia Reddy, of Durban, South Africa, wears the flag of South Africa while attending the athletics events at Stade de France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. Today was the last day of swimming race events at these Olympics. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People stand outside the Louvre during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A view of the Seine River is pictured at sunset during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A woman shelters with an umbrella against the rain as the Eiffel Tower stands illuminated in the background during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Spectators watch a quarterfinal beach volleyball match between Australia and Switzerland at sunset at Eiffel Tower Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            A visitor tours the grounds of the Chateau de Versailles, site of the equestrian events during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Versailles, France. Once the residence of French royalty, the chateau is one of the most popular tourist spots in Paris. Under the monarchy, horses were used by the royal family, its entourage and visitors to go hunting, show their equestrian skills and enjoy rides in the Versailles gardens. They were an essential part of festivities and a symbol of the king's power. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People view the Olympic cauldron at the Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            A couple walks past the Louvre museum as a crowd waits out the rain hoping to see the cauldron rise from the nearby Tuileries Garden at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A vendor sells crepes from a cart as the cauldron sits in the rain in the Tuileries Garden at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People watch the cauldron rise at sunset by the Olympic rings during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Police stand outside the Louvre Museum during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People wait for the balloon carrying the Olympic cauldron to rise above Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Spectators watch a quarterfinal beach volleyball match between Australia and Switzerland at sunset at Eiffel Tower Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            The setting sun, framed by the Arc de Triomphe, illuminates the Champs-Elysees during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            A woman shelters with an umbrella against the rain as the Eiffel Tower stands illuminated in the background during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            A man takes photos as the Olympic flame rises on a balloon seen from the courtyard of the Louvre during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Lightning lights up the night sky as people play a game of cards amidst a crowd gathering to see the cauldron rise in the Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A couple dance on a terrace overlooking the Seine River at sunset near Bercy Arena, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. The venue is home to the gymnastics and basketball competition at the 2024 Paris Olympics. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            The sun sets next to the swimming venue, rear left, as Alexia Reddy, of Durban, South Africa, wears the flag of South Africa while attending the athletics events at Stade de France at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Saint-Denis, France. Today was the last day of swimming race events at these Olympics. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People stand outside the Louvre during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A view of the Seine River is pictured at sunset during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            A woman shelters with an umbrella against the rain as the Eiffel Tower stands illuminated in the background during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Spectators watch a quarterfinal beach volleyball match between Australia and Switzerland at sunset at Eiffel Tower Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            A visitor tours the grounds of the Chateau de Versailles, site of the equestrian events during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Versailles, France. Once the residence of French royalty, the chateau is one of the most popular tourist spots in Paris. Under the monarchy, horses were used by the royal family, its entourage and visitors to go hunting, show their equestrian skills and enjoy rides in the Versailles gardens. They were an essential part of festivities and a symbol of the king's power. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People view the Olympic cauldron at the Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            A couple walks past the Louvre museum as a crowd waits out the rain hoping to see the cauldron rise from the nearby Tuileries Garden at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 18

                                    
                                    A couple walks past the Louvre museum as a crowd waits out the rain hoping to see the cauldron rise from the nearby Tuileries Garden at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 18 | 
            A vendor sells crepes from a cart as the cauldron sits in the rain in the Tuileries Garden at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            People watch the cauldron rise at sunset by the Olympic rings during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Police stand outside the Louvre Museum during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            People wait for the balloon carrying the Olympic cauldron to rise above Tuileries Garden during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Spectators watch a quarterfinal beach volleyball match between Australia and Switzerland at sunset at Eiffel Tower Stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            Athletes celebrate at the Champions Park, seen from the Eiffel Tower, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, Pool)
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            The Champions Park is seen from the Eiffel Tower at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, Pool)
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            Sam Watson of the United States, left, is congratulated by Zach Hammer of the United States after competing in the men's speed, qualification elimination heats, during the sport climbing competition at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Le Bourget, France. (AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhi)
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            Viktorija Senkute, of Lithuania, celebrates winning bronze in the women's single sculls rowing final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Vaires-sur-Marne, France. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Taylor Knibb, left, Morgan Pearson, Taylor Spivey and Seth Rider, right, of the United States, pose during a medal ceremony for the mixed relay triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            Taylor Knibb, left, Morgan Pearson, Taylor Spivey and Seth Rider, right, of the United States, jump as they hold their medals at the end of the medal ceremony for the mixed relay triathlon at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


LE BOURGET, France (AP) -- For many athletes at the Paris Olympics, the fun was just beginning after they were done competing.
During the second full week of the 2024 Olympics, going home wasn't an option. Now that the pressure of having to compete is gone, it was time to become a fan: Enjoy Paris and watch other sports.
"I'm a huge track fan," said triathlete Morgan Pearson, who won the silver medal with the U.S. team in the mixed relay on Monday. "I hope to go to some of those races. I'm a huge Olympic fan in general."
American sport climber Zach Hammer, who was finished competing on Tuesday, also was headed to the track.
"I would definitely be excited to watch the men's 200(-meter) with (Noah) Lyles. He's one of my favorite athletes," he said. "I'm definitely excited to get the full Olympic experience, and I'll go watch whatever there is to watch. It will definitely be cool to see Americans competing on the biggest stage."

    


U.S. rower Jacob Plihal was among those who stayed in town after competing during the first week. 
"Hopefully I can watch a little handball if that's still going, maybe 3x3 basketball," he said. "I don't know what the schedules are. I've been focused on the racing but I'm excited to stick around and watch other sports, cheer Team USA on and get to know some athletes at the (Olympic) Village."




Another American sport climber, Sam Watson, who broke the speed world record in an elimination heat on Tuesday, was making the most out of his stay at the village. He was challenging fellow athletes to chess games and trying to get selfies with a member of every delegation at the Games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some of the American women rowers who competed last week were at the women's basketball game between the U.S. and Nigeria on Wednesday.
Molly Thompson-Smith, a British sport climber, was interested in watching some of the other smaller sports that don't often get much attention. She said "it's been really cool to kind of learn how they work and all the weird things about them."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Thompson-Smith added that she "did see a bit of beach volleyball," but "I think everyone wants to see the athletics, just to see something like that and feel the atmosphere of the crowd would be incredible. But I'm open to seeing anything now ... I'm here to make as many memories and see as much as I possibly can."

    


Rower Viktorija Senkute, who won Lithuania's first medal at the Games last week, was sticking around to watch her boyfriend, Simonas Maldonis, compete in canoe sprint.
Athletes can watch their own discipline with their accreditation, but need tickets for other sports. Some said they can get them through their national Olympic committees, or with the International Olympic Committee, which gives each athlete one free ticket per day.
There was an additional Olympic experience for athletes this time in Paris, as for the first time in the Summer Games organizers gave them a place to be closer to fans and celebrate their medals. In the new Champions Park, athletes got a chance to parade with their medals and interact with fans.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"I feel as if this year they've done a really good job of treating after winning athletes with memories that we're going to cherish forever," French rugby player Aaron Grandidier Nkanang said after going to the Champions Park. "We're just in front of the Eiffel Tower, and there's thousands of people out to come and cheer us on."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz arrive at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The makings of a presidential ticket began in an unusual spot six months ago: a Minnesota abortion clinic.
At the time, it was a historic visit for Vice President Kamala Harris -- no president or vice president had ever made a public stop at one. But the visit laid the groundwork for Harris to connect with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and learn about his interest in reproductive health, an issue Harris has taken the lead on during her White House term. 
At first glance, the 60-year-old governor might not seem the most likely of political surrogates to talk about abortion and pregnancy. But Harris found a partner who has a track record of increasing abortion access in his state and can speak comfortably about his own family's struggles with infertility. 
Already, Walz has captivated crowds in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan with the story of his daughter's birth, made possible through in vitro fertilization treatments. The procedure involves retrieving a woman's eggs and combining them in a lab dish with sperm to create a fertilized embryo that is transferred into the woman's uterus in hopes of creating a pregnancy. 

    


His wife, Gwen, went through seven years of fertility treatments before their daughter arrived. Phone calls in those years from Gwen often led to heartbreak, he's said, until one day when she called crying with the good news that she was pregnant.




"It's not by chance that we named our daughter Hope," he told crowds in Philadelphia and again Wednesday in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The couple also has a son, Gus.
Walz fired up the arena in Philadelphia on Tuesday, his first appearance as Harris' vice presidential pick, with a warning to Republicans.
"Even if we wouldn't make the same choice for ourselves, there's a golden rule: mind your own damn business," Walz said to a crowd that roared in response. Harris smiled, clapping behind him. "Look, that includes IVF. And this gets personal for me and family."

    


Democrats have warned that access to birth control and fertility treatments could be on the line if Republicans win big in this election. The concern grew more frantic after an Alabama Supreme Court ruled in February that frozen embryos could be considered children, throwing fertility treatment for people in the state into question. Democrats and Republicans alike, including former President Donald Trump, condemned the ruling, although some conservatives have said they support it. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Most Americans -- around 6 in 10 -- favor protecting access to IVF, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in June. However, opinion is less developed on whether the destruction of embryos created through IVF should be banned. About 4 in 10 neither favor nor oppose a ban on the destruction of embryos created through IVF, while one-third are in favor and one-quarter are opposed.
Walz's experience on reproductive issues isn't just personal. 
After the U.S. Supreme Court removed the constitutional right to an abortion, Walz signed a state law declaring that Minnesotans have a "fundamental right" to abortion and contraception. 

    


Since Walz was announced as Harris' running mate, some conservatives have criticized the law as extreme, saying it enables women to obtain abortions when they're too far along in their pregnancies. Abortion rights groups, meanwhile, praised the pick. 
___
Associated Press writers Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and Seung Min Kim contributed to this report.
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                    This image from U.S. Capitol Police video, released and annotated by the Justice Department in the statement of facts supporting an arrest warrant for Bradley Scott Nelson, shows Nelson, circled in red, at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. (Justice Department via AP)
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                                        A Nevada man awaiting trial on charges that he stormed the U.S. Capitol has been jailed after he allegedly made threats directed at Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett and other public officials.
Bradley Scott Nelson's "escalating rhetoric" is grounds for keeping him detained until a hearing next week, a federal magistrate judge in Maryland ruled Tuesday.
In July, U.S. District Judge John Bates agreed to revoke Nelson's pretrial release and issued a warrant for his arrest. Bates is scheduled to preside over a hearing next Wednesday on whether to keep Nelson detained until his trial on charges stemming from the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol by a mob of supporters of then-President Donald Trump.
Magistrate Judge Charles Austin's order outlines the threats that Nelson is accused of making this year, in social media posts and other statements.

    


Nelson last month allegedly posted an image of Attorney General Merrick Garland with apparent crosshairs drawn on Garland's head. Special counsel Jack Smith, appointed by Garland, is prosecuting Trump in an election interference case in Washington and a classified documents case in Florida.




In June, Nelson allegedly threatened Barrett approximately one hour after the Supreme Court issued a ruling limiting the application of a federal obstruction law used to charge hundreds of Capitol riot defendants as well as Trump. Barrett cast a dissenting vote in that case. Nelson said he hoped that somebody would cut her throat "from ear to ear," according to the magistrate's order.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In February, Nelson allegedly posted an image of New York Attorney General Letitia James with crosshairs on her head and he profanely expressed a desire to see her "head explode, or at least the back of her head blowout." That same month, a New York judge ordered Trump to pay $355 million in penalties in a civil fraud case brought by James' office.

    


Nelson, a long-haul truck driver, also is accused of posting videos in which he expressed hatred for two FBI agents assigned to his Jan. 6 case.
"The government describes Nelson as becoming so 'verbally combative and confrontational' towards one agent that a deputy United States Marshal escorted the agent to their car due to safety concerns," Austin wrote in his order.
An attorney who represents Nelson in his Capitol riot case declined to comment.
Nelson's jury trial is scheduled to start Dec. 10. He was arrested in March 2023 on misdemeanor charges, including disorderly conduct. Surveillance videos captured Nelson in the mob of rioters who entered the Capitol on Jan. 6, according to an FBI affidavit.
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                    FILE - Islamic State militants pass a checkpoint bearing the group's trademark black flag in the village of Maryam Begg in Kirkuk, 180 miles north of Baghdad, Iraq, Sept. 29, 2014. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- A top U.N. counterterrorism official told the Security Council on Thursday that a vast stretch of Africa could fall under the control of the Islamic State group and affiliated terrorist organizations.
There was no known link between an alleged plot to attack Taylor Swift shows in Vienna and the group or its affiliates elsewhere in the world, but both suspects appeared to be inspired by the Islamic State group and al-Qaida, Austrian authorities said Thursday.
In a regular report to the council, Vladimir Voronkov, the undersecretary for counterterrorism, told members that IS group affiliates have "expanded and consolidated their area of operations" in West Africa and the Sahel. 
A "vast territory stretching from Mali to northern Nigeria could fall under their effective control" if their influence continues, Voronkov said.

    


He said that IS group affiliates have also expanded operations in other parts of the continent, including parts of Mozambique, Somalia, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which saw a "dramatic increase in terrorist attacks" that killed large numbers of civilians.




Voronkov told the council that ISIS-K, the group's Afghanistan affiliate, has "improved its financial and logistical capabilities" in the last six months and increased recruitment efforts. He said IS has demonstrated its global intent by claiming responsibility for ISIS-K attacks and increasing operations in Iraq and Syria.
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            Republican Senate candidate Royce White talks during an interview with The Associated Press in Minneapolis, Thursday, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- When longtime Donald Trump ally Steve Bannon surrendered at a federal prison in Connecticut, he asked an unconventional U.S. Senate candidate from Minnesota to stand at his side.
Royce White, seeking the Republican nomination in next week's primary to challenge Democratic incumbent U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, put his arm around Bannon last month and praised him as "an American hero."
White also counts among his friends conspiracy theorist Alex Jones, and his past social media comments have been denounced as misogynistic, homophobic, antisemitic and profane. His legal and financial problems include unpaid child support and questionable campaign spending. As first reported by The Daily Beast, potentially illegal expenses included $1,200 spent at a Florida strip club after he lost a race for Congress in 2022.
Yet White stunned Minnesota's political world in May when, with Bannon's backing, he captured the state Republican Party's endorsement to take on Klobuchar. He still needs a primary win on Tuesday and is an overwhelming underdog against Klobuchar in November.

    


But his surprise success in a state that has a history of electing unconventional candidates -- like wrestler Jesse Ventura as governor and comedian Al Franken as senator -- has made the race anything but the sleepy affair it was expected to be.




His journey from basketball player whose NBA career was cut short by mental health issues to politics is a sign of the growing power of the populist wing of the GOP that Bannon helped build. White has been a frequent guest on Bannon's "War Room."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It also speaks to the current condition of Minnesota's Republican Party. It's a state that has long been reliably Democratic in presidential politics, though Trump has vowed to compete there this year. Vice President Kamala Harris' choice of current Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz to be her running mate on Tuesday further roils the state's political landscape, and the GOP has yet to prove it is ready to be competitive in statewide races there. And yet Trump's shadow looms over everything, sometimes in ways that amplify the voices of extremists who have embraced him, nudging those figures to the forefront.

    


"Please Call Me Crazy" is the name of White's podcast. He's also a prolific poster on social media, where he recently called himself "the new gold standard of American badass, smash-mouth, nationalist populism."
His targets include the Federal Reserve, which he says is run by "Jewish elites," as well as the national debt, the border, LGBTQ+ activists, the mainstream media and his critics. He argues that, as a Black man, he can help broaden the party's base by appealing to voters of color in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and others who are disillusioned with establishment politics.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


White drew little attention when he finished second in a GOP primary in 2022 for the nomination to challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar. So he was as shocked as anyone, he acknowledged in an interview, when he won a first-ballot endorsement at the state party's convention in May. He beat a more traditional Republican, U.S. Navy veteran Joe Fraser, who's also running in the primary. White credits Bannon's endorsement -- and his own speech -- for persuading delegates that he'd be the strongest advocate for the pro-Trump "America First MAGA" movement.

    


University of Minnesota political scientist Larry Jacobs said the endorsement of White was a "shocking example" of how easily the process can be manipulated when participation is low. The convention was poorly attended, and many delegates didn't know much about Fraser and were swayed by White's "energy and charisma."
"Royce is clearly unprepared to be a U.S. senator and a candidate," Jacobs said. "His record in the past is shameful and will be easy pickings for Amy Klobuchar."
It was only after White's endorsement that his record got much scrutiny. The Campaign Legal Center filed a complaint with the Federal Election Commission in June alleging that White had used congressional campaign funds to illegally pay over $157,000 in personal expenses, saying he "appears to have misappropriated donors' money to benefit himself."

    


White denies any improper spending. In a filing last month, he reported he had reimbursed his campaign for "non-authorized expenses," including the strip club visit. He tweeted that he loved the food there. He acknowledged that he owes child support.
As a basketball player, White led Hopkins High School to the 2009 state championship. A shoplifting arrest precipitated his exit from the University of Minnesota, but he starred at Iowa State and was picked by Houston in the first round of the 2012 NBA draft. He had an anxiety disorder that included a fear of flying, and he never played a game for the Rockets. His only NBA playing time was three minutes across three games with Sacramento in 2014. He now says he flies when he has to and that it won't be a problem if he's elected.

    


He got back into the game in the Big3, the 3-on-3 league co-founded by Ice Cube. It was Big3 co-founder Jeff Kwatinetz who introduced White to Bannon.
White also became friends with Jones, the Infowars host who owes millions of dollars over false claims that the 2012 Sandy Hook school shooting was a hoax. White said Jones himself has admitted some things he's said were mistakes, but he's still a fan.
"He has a lot of courage to say things that many people won't say," White said.
Klobuchar, with more than $6 million available in campaign cash, will have an enormous financial advantage over either Republican candidate. 
Klobuchar spokesperson Ben Hill didn't mention her challengers in touting the senator's legislative accomplishments on forcing drug companies to negotiate prices for medicines and winning help for military veterans. "Senator Klobuchar is focused on her job in the Senate and delivering results for Minnesotans," Hill said in an email.
Fraser said in an interview that White's confrontational style and message won't attract moderates and independents. He said he offers a more mainstream approach, stressing fiscal conservativism, a strong defense, world leadership and small government. White's alliances trouble Fraser.
"Bannon is Bannon, but what I really think is an affront to decency is his support for Alex Jones," Fraser said.
Fraser is highlighting his 26 years in the Navy, where he was an intelligence officer. His service included a combat tour in Iraq. He and his wife, who's also a Navy veteran, settled in Minnesota because of her family. He said their frustrations with the Biden administration "and its abysmal foreign policy and its ineffective national policy" drove him into politics.
Former Minnesota GOP deputy chair Michael Brodkorb said White's endorsement shows that the process is broken, and part of the problem is Republicans like himself who no longer attend conventions.
"You will see an active coalition of Republicans for Amy Klobuchar who will be proudly and loudly supporting Amy Klobuchar if Royce White wins the primary," Brodkorb predicted.
___
Associated Press writer Susan Haigh in Danbury, Connecticut, contributed to this report.
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                    Police hurled tear gas at protesters calling for the president's resignation in the Kenyan capital Nairobi on Thursday, as a new Cabinet was sworn in. The protests in Nairobi were organized by activists upset with President William Ruto even after he dismissed almost all of his ministers and added opposition members to what he called a "broad-based" government. (AP video shot by Josephat Kasire, Jackson Njehia and Iddi Ali Juma)
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            People take part in a protest rally against hunger in Nairobi, Kenya, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024 (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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            A protester is arrested in Nairobi, Kenya, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024, during a demonstration against hunger. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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            Protestors run during a demonstration rally against hunger in Nairobi, Kenya, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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            Police detain a protestor during an anti-government demonstration in Nairobi, Kenya, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024 (AP Photo/Samson Otieno)
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            A protestor is chased by police in Nairobi, Kenya, Thursday Aug. 8, 2024 during a demonstration against hunger. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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            FILE - Protesters run as police use water cannon during a protest in Nairobi, Kenya, Tuesday, July 23, 2024. Police have dispersed small groups of protesters calling for the president's resignation in Kenya's capital Nairobi on Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, as a new Cabinet is sworn in. Protests in Kenya started on June 18 with initial calls for legislators to vote against a controversial finance bill that was proposing increased taxes amidst the high cost of living. (AP Photo/Patrick Ngugi, File)
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            Protestors run through clouds of tears during anti-government protests in Kenya's capital Nairobi, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Ngugi)
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            An injured protestor is carried by helpers during anti-government protests in Kenya's capital Nairobi, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Kenyan police on Thursday fired tear gas at protesters in Nairobi calling for the president's resignation as a new Cabinet was being sworn in, the latest in the deadly turmoil that has gripped the East African nation over the summer. 
Protests in Kenya first erupted in June, with initial calls for legislators to vote against a controversial finance bill that was proposing increased taxes amid high cost of living. Antigovernment protesters stormed the parliament on June 25, drawing police fire after legislators voted to pass the bill. 
More than 50 people have died since the demonstrations began, according to the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights.
On Thursday, businesses in the city were closed and public transport vehicles remained out of the central business district. Police also set up roadblocks on major roads to Nairobi. President William Ruto's office, where the new ministers were sworn in, also remained cordoned off.

    


Police said 174 protesters were arrested Thursday and that protest organizers did not notify them of their intention to demonstrate.
"We ensured adequate deployment of security personnel and cautioned members of the public to avoid crowded areas that were likely to turn riotous," Acting Inspector General of Police Gilbert Masengeli said.




The protests were organized by activists upset with Ruto even after he dismissed almost all of his ministers and added opposition members to what he called a "broad-based" government.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, other major urban centers, including the lakeside city of Kisumu -- an opposition stronghold that has previously witnessed protests -- remained calm with some residents telling reporters they were not protesting because the opposition members had been incorporated into the new Cabinet.
Civil society groups, along with the Law Society of Kenya, called in a joint statement for the upholding of human rights during demonstrations and urged police to refrain from deploying nonuniformed officers and using unmarked vehicles.

    


"We reiterate constitutional protection of all persons to peaceably and unarmed to protest, picket and to present petitions to the authorities," the statement said.
Nicole Awuori, said she was demanding for justice for those killed during previous protests. 
"I am protesting for the people who have missed out on so many opportunities because of broken systems," she said. 
Another protester, Emmanuel, who used only one name because he feared for his safety, said he would keep rallying until the president resigns. 
"We are here to force him to leave office and go home," Emmanuel said.
Police surrounded the home of Jimi Wanjigi, a prominent businessman with political aspirations who has also been calling for Ruto's resignation.
Police chief Masengeli said tear-gas cannisters and phones were recovered from a vehicle at Wanjigi's home.
Ruto on Wednesday condemned the protests and urged Kenyans to stay away from them, saying those who want change can vote him out of office in the 2027 elections.

    


Activists who had planned an "8/8 Liberation March" on Thursday said the day before that demonstrators would treat nonuniformed police officers as criminals.
"We shall march for our rights," activist Kasmuel Mcoure said.
After the bill was passed in June, Ruto declined to sign the legislation and sent it back to parliament, saying he had "heard Kenyans who wanted nothing to do with the bill" but warned there would be revenue and expenditure consequences.
Protests continued with calls for Ruto's resignation over bad governance, corruption, the incompetence of his Cabinet and lack of accountability. Ruto then dismissed all but one Cabinet minister but the protests continued.
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                    In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, a Russian soldier fires from D-30 howitzer towards Ukrainian positions in an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russian troops are fighting Ukrainian forces in the Kursk region on the third day of one of the largest cross-border incursions of the war, the Russian Defense Ministry said Thursday. 
A ministry statement said the Russian military and border guards have blocked Ukrainian forces from advancing deeper into Kursk region in southwest Russia and that the army is attacking Ukrainian combatants who are trying to advance on the area from Ukraine's Sumy region.
"Attempts by individual units to break through deep into the territory in the Kursk direction are being suppressed," the ministry said.
Ukrainian troops had advanced as much as 15 kilometers (9 miles) into Russian territory, according to the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank, but that information hasn't been confirmed. Ukrainian officials haven't commented on the scope of the operation around the town of Sudzha. Analysts say all available open source information suggests Ukrainian forces are advancing. 

    


"The enemy has not advanced a single meter, on the contrary, it is retreating. The enemy's equipment and combat forces are being actively destroyed. We hope that in the near future ... the enemy will be stopped," the Kursk region's acting deputy governor Andrei Belostotsky said Thursday, according to state news agency RIA-Novosti.




The region's acting governor, Alexei Smirnov, briefed Russian President Vladimir Putin on conditions in Kursk by video link on Thursday. Smirnov said that the region plans to equip gas stations with electronic warfare units and to provide them with unspecified armored defense. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin on Wednesday described the incursion as a "large-scale provocation." 
Putin met with his top defense and security officials to discuss what he called the "indiscriminate shelling of civilian buildings, residential houses, ambulances with different types of weapons." He instructed the Cabinet to coordinate assistance to the Kursk region. The fighting is about 500 kilometers (320 miles) from Moscow.

    


Army chief of staff Valery Gerasimov told Putin at the meeting via video link that about 100 Ukrainian soldiers had been killed in the battle and more than 200 others were wounded, Russian news agencies reported.
The Ukrainian shelling, meanwhile, killed at least two people -- a paramedic and an ambulance driver -- and wounded 24 others, Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova said in a statement Wednesday.
It wasn't possible to independently verify the Russian claims. Disinformation and propaganda have played a central role in the war, now in its third year. John Kirby, the White House's national security spokesman, declined to comment on the operation and said the Biden administration has reached out to the Ukrainians to better understand what happened.
The cross-border foray would be among Ukraine's largest since Russia launched its full-scale invasion on Feb. 24, 2022, and unprecedented for its deployment of Ukrainian military units.
Kyiv's aim could be to draw Russian reserves to the area, potentially weakening Moscow's offensive operations in several parts of Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, where Russian forces have increased attacks and are advancing gradually toward operationally significant gains.

    


But it could risk stretching outmanned Ukrainian troops further along the front line, which is more than 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) long.
Even if Russia were to commit reserves to stabilize the new front, given its vast manpower and the relatively small number of Ukrainian forces engaged in the operation, it would likely have little long-term impact. Pulling units from the front line to stabilize the Kursk region would also be time consuming.
However, the operation could boost Ukrainian morale at a time when Kyiv's forces are facing relentless Russian attacks and are expected to face more in coming weeks.
Myhailo Podolyak, a top adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, said Thursday that border region attacks will cause Russia to "start to realize that the war is slowly creeping inside of Russian territory. Will it scare them? Sure!"

    


He also suggested such an operation would improve Kyiv's hand in the event of negotiations with Moscow. "When will it be possible to conduct a negotiation process in the way that we can push them or get something from them? Only when the war is not going on according to their scenarios," he said. 
Several Ukrainian brigades stationed along the border region said that they couldn't comment. Ukraine's Defense Ministry and General Staff said that they wouldn't comment.
Russian forces have swiftly repelled previous cross-border incursions, but not before they caused damage and embarrassed authorities.
Responsibility for previous incursions into Russia's Belgorod and Bryansk regions has been claimed by two murky groups: the Russian Volunteer Corps and the Freedom of Russia Legion, which are made up of Russian citizens and have fought alongside Ukrainian forces.

    


Some Russian war bloggers who have proved knowledgeable about the war said that Ukrainian soldiers were in Kursk.
Rybar, a Telegram channel run by Mikhail Zvinchuk, a retired Russian Defense Ministry press officer, said that Ukrainian troops had seized three settlements in the region and continued to fight their way deeper in. It also said that Ukrainian forces captured the Sudzha gas transit station, about 8 kilometers (5 miles) from the border. Russian officials haven't confirmed the gains. 
Another pro-Kremlin military blog, Two Majors, claimed that Ukrainian troops had advanced up to 15 kilometers (9 miles) into the region.
Neither claim could be independently verified.
The Kursk region's border with Ukraine is 245 kilometers (150 miles) long, making it possible for saboteur groups to launch swift incursions and capture some ground before Russia deploys reinforcements.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British authorities said Thursday they were preparing for the possibility of further unrest, even as they applauded the efforts of anti-racism campaigners and police who largely stifled a threatened wave of far-right demonstrations overnight.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer sounded the note of caution after a week of anti-immigrant violence that has scarred communities from Northern Ireland to the south coast of England. Starmer spoke to reporters at a mosque in Solihull, near Birmingham, where demonstrators shut down a shopping center on Sunday.
"It's important that we don't let up here," Starmer said. "And that's why later on today I'll have another (emergency) meeting with law enforcement, with senior police officers to make sure that we reflect on last night but also plan for the coming days."
Police across the U.K. had braced for widespread disorder on Wednesday night after far-right activists circulated a list of more than 100 sites they planned to target, including the offices of immigration lawyers and others offering services to migrants. 

    


But those demonstrations failed to materialize as police and counter-protesters filled the streets.




Carrying signs saying "Refugees Welcome" and chanting "Whose streets? Our streets," people turned out in force to protect asylum service centers and the offices of immigration attorneys.
The government also declared a national critical incident, putting 6,000 specially trained police on standby to respond to any disorder. Police said that protests and counter-protests were largely peaceful, though a small number of arrests were made.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The show of force from the police and, frankly, the show of unity from communities together defeated the challenges that we faced," said Commissioner Mark Rowley, the head of London's Metropolitan Police Service. "It went off very peacefully last night, and the fears of extreme right disorder were abated."

    


But tensions remain high after right-wing agitators fueled the violence by circulating misinformation about the identity of the suspect in a knife attack that killed three young girls in the English seaside town of Southport on July 29. The last child hospitalized in the stabbing has been released, police said Thursday.
Nearly 500 people have been arrested around the country after anti-immigrant mobs clashed with police, attacked mosques and overran two hotels housing asylum-seekers.
Among those arrested was a man in his 50s on suspicion of "encouraging murder." The arrest came after a local Labour councilor allegedly called for far-right protesters' throats to be "cut.'' 
The Labour Party suspended Ricky Jones, who is alleged to have made the remark at a London demonstration Wednesday.
The government has pledged to track down and prosecute those responsible for the disorder, including people who incite violence online. 
In an effort to dissuade people from taking part in future unrest by showing that rioters will face swift justice, TV cameras were allowed into Liverpool Crown Court on Thursday as Judge Andrew Menary sentenced two men to 32 months in jail.

    


During the hearing, prosecutors played video of rioters pelting police with bricks and setting garbage cans on fire. One of the suspects was in the middle of a group that ripped the bumper off a police vehicle and threw it at officers as onlookers cheered.
"It seems to me there were hundreds of people observing, as if this was some sort of Tuesday night entertainment," Menary said. "All of them should be frankly ashamed of themselves."
Northern Ireland's regional legislative assembly held a special sitting Thursday to respond to the unrest. Minister for Justice Naomi Long said the violence and racist attacks in recent days were "not reflective" of the people of Northern Ireland.
"We need to call it for what it is. It is racism, it is Islamophobia, it is xenophobia,'' she said. "If we're going to deal with it, we need to name it for what it is, and we need to challenge it.''
The government is also considering imposing sanctions other than jail time, including banning rioters from soccer matches. Home Office minister Diana Johnson told LBC Radio that there should be consequences for those implicated in disorder.
"I think all options are being looked at, to be honest, and I am pretty clear that most football clubs do not want to be seen to have football hooligans and people carrying out criminal acts on the streets of the local communities in their stands on a Saturday,'' she said.
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                    FILE - North Dakota Sen. Ray Holmberg, R-Grand Forks, speaks on the Senate floor at the state Capitol in Bismarck, N.D., in November 2021. (Mike McCleary/The Bismarck Tribune via AP, File)


                

            
    
    
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        FARGO, N.D. (AP) -- A high-profile former North Dakota lawmaker who was one of the most powerful members of the Legislature pleaded guilty in federal court Thursday to a charge that he traveled to Europe with the intent to pay for sex with a minor. 
Ray Holmberg, 80, of Grand Forks, was indicted in October 2023 for travel with intent to engage in illicit sexual activity and receipt and attempted receipt of child sexual abuse material. The Republican served more than 45 years in the North Dakota Senate before resigning in 2022. He initially pleaded not guilty and a trial was scheduled for September.
Under a plea agreement he signed in June, Holmberg agreed to plead guilty to the former charge, and prosecutors would move to dismiss the latter and recommend a sentence at the low end of the guideline range.
The travel charge carries maximum penalties of 30 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime supervised release.

    


In the plea agreement, Holmberg acknowledged that from around June 2011 to November 2016, he "repeatedly traveled from Grand Forks, North Dakota to Prague, Czech Republic with a motivating purpose of engaging in commercial sex with adolescent-age individuals under the age of 18 years."




Holmberg has been under numerous conditions of release, including travel restrictions, location monitoring and the surrender of his passport.
On Friday, the pretrial services officer filed a report saying Holmberg hadn't met those conditions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She wrote that he was verbally reprimanded and reminded of his pretrial release conditions after he left his residence once and also visited an adult novelty store, each without approval. He also "continuously" accessed the internet for unapproved reasons and did not allow updates and maintenance to the monitoring software on his cellular device, she said.
In May, Holmberg admitted to using alcohol after testing positive. Later that month, he was told to remove an unapproved iPad from his home, and the judge added a condition restricting Holmberg's access to electronic devices.

    


Since then, he continued to access the internet for unapproved reasons, the officer wrote.
"Due to the statutory mandate of detention, respectfully, the defendant is not viewed as a suitable candidate for self-surrender," U.S. Pretrial Services Officer Christine Argall wrote.
Holmberg's attorney, Mark Friese, declined an interview request. Holmberg was not arrested.
Former U.S. Attorney Tim Purdon said the report is a routine filing but the alleged violations are serious, given the nature of Holmberg's case.
"I am particularly troubled by the idea that he's accessing the internet on unapproved devices that are not being monitored. That is really concerning when you've got somebody facing the charges of the type he was facing," Purdon said. It is not unusual that Holmberg wasn't arrested, he added.
Holmberg served in the state Senate from 1976 until mid-2022. He initially announced he wouldn't seek reelection, but he resigned following reporting from The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead that he exchanged dozens of text messages with a man in jail for child sexual abuse material.

    


For many years, Holmberg chaired the Senate Appropriations Committee, which writes budgets. He also chaired the Legislative Management panel, which handles various business between biennial sessions. That job let him approve his own travel.
Records obtained by The Associated Press showed Holmberg took dozens of trips throughout the U.S. and to other countries since 1999. Destinations included cities in more than 30 states, as well as Canada, Puerto Rico and Norway.
Earlier this year, the North Dakota School Boards Association returned about $142,000 to the state and ended its role in the Global Bridges teacher exchange program months after releasing travel records following Holmberg's indictment that showed he utilized state funds when he traveled to Prague and other European cities in 2011, 2018 and 2019.
It's unclear whether the misconduct alleged by authorities occurred during any of those trips.

    


The factors in Holmberg's case make it arguably the most significant political scandal in North Dakota history, Purdon said.
"You have a very high-profile politician. You have literally the worst allegation you possibly could come up with, the sexual abuse and rape of a child," he said. "And then you have the idea that tax dollars paid for the plane ticket."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ray-holmberg-indicted-sex-minor-a04408b9ed1ec35e449905cd89247295



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    As Nigerians marched against hunger, security forces responded with gunshots and force, killing 22 | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



As Nigerians marched against hunger, security forces responded with gunshots and force, killing 22

    As Nigerians marched against hunger, security forces responded with gunshots and force, killing 22

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        As Nigerians marched against hunger, security forces responded with gunshots and force, killing 22

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    14 year old Abubakar Aminu, who was shot during the recent protest on economic hardship, lies on a mattress at his house In Kano, Nigeria, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sani Maikatanga)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            CHINEDU ASADU

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Ismail Musa was out having tea with his brother Jamilu when they first heard the gunshots. Musa ran to hide under a table but was hit by a bullet fired to disperse protesters in northern Nigeria's Kano state. The 23-year-old barely made it halfway to the hospital.
"All he said was 'mama'," Musa's sister said, her voice weak from crying. Musa was among the 22 who were killed during protests against hunger and bad governance in Nigeria, according to Amnesty International's Nigeria office.
Nigerian security forces said they used "appropriate" measures to quell violence during the protests and only admitted killing one protester -- a teenager who the Nigerian army said was killed by a "warning shot". But The Associated Press spoke to three families who said their relatives were killed by gunshots fired by security agencies, some of their accounts verified by witnesses and videos from the scenes.

    


"There was nothing whatsoever that happened during that protest to warrant the use of live firearms," Amnesty International's Nigeria director Isa Sanusi said.
The cost-of-living crisis that fueled the protests is the worst in a generation in this oil-rich and most populous African country, which by 2050 is forecast to become the third most populous nation in the world, tied with the United States after India and China.




That crisis is blamed on the government's economic policies to save more money and attract investors, but which have contributed to pushing the inflation rate to a 28-year high of 34.19% while the currency, the naira, languishes at record lows against the dollar. At least 63% of the population is poor. The government has struggled to create jobs. And the world's longest war on militancy continues to unfold in its northeast.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Despite its oil wealth, Nigeria's population of more than 210 million people are also among the world's hungriest, accounting for 10% of the global burden, according to the U.N. food agency. Still, its politicians, often accused of corruption, are among the best-paid in Africa.

    


Nigerian security forces are known to use excessive force to respond to protests, often leading to loss of lives, and this time was no different, said Anietie Ewang, a Nigerian researcher with Human Rights Watch. The threats that emerged during the latest protests did "not require that level of response" from the police, she said.
While most of the victims were shot in city centers where the rallies were concentrated, some were in more remote areas where the hardship they were marching against is more pronounced.
It was in one of such communities - Rijiyar Lemo in Kano state's Fagge council area - that Bashir Muhammed Lawan was protesting alongside other youths before he was hit by the bullet that killed him, his family said. It was time for the Muslim afternoon prayers and an attempt to disperse the protesters resulted in a clash that culminated in gunfire, according to Khadija, his sister.
"They were only protesting but were labelled thugs," Khadija said in between sobs. "So poor people have no right to demand their rights? We want justice for him."

    


As Nigerians were planning for the protests, authorities feared they could be a replay of last month's chaotic tax hike rallies in Kenya that have also inspired the movement. While the police deployed thousands of officers on the roads, the military stationed trucks in the capital Abuja and threatened after the first day on Aug. 1 that they would intervene to quell any violence.
Even though protests in Nigeria usually start as peaceful, "the army (was) itching to get a piece of the action right from the start," Confidence MacHarry with the Lagos-based SBM Intelligence consultancy said.
As thousands poured onto the streets across the country on the first day of the protests, police fired tear gas to disperse crowds in several places while looting and vandalism were reported in some states. Events from that day showed "what was being instigated was mass uprising and looting, not protest," national police chief Kayode Egbetokun said. He announced officers are being put on "red alert" which would mean being directed to respond to an extreme level of threat.

    


In the subsequent protests, more people were reported killed and at least 700 protesters were arrested. Even journalists were shot at in Abuja.
What had been tagged "10 days of rage" suddenly fizzed out by the fifth day amid the deadly security clampdown and after Nigerian President Bola Tinubu called for an end to the protests. 
By Wednesday this week, 22 protesters had been killed across six states, mostly by the police, Amnesty's director Sanusi said in an interview that cited accounts from witnesses and families in addition to the group's verification.
Some who were hit by bullets were lucky to survive but with serious injuries.

    


Abubakar Aminu, 14, still has a stray bullet stuck in his back from the protests in Kano state's capital because the doctors said it is too deep into his body and can't be removed for at least two weeks, his mother Ummi Muhammad said.
Carrying him to the hospital daily is frustrating, his mother said, but perhaps what is more frustrating for her is that she never wanted him to be out on the day of the protests.
"I cautioned him not to go out but you know children nowadays," she said, worried about how long he would continue to live with the pain, his injury covered with bandages, yet so deep.
Some of the victims died during clashes with the police. But some like Abbas Kabiru were killed close to home, away from the chaos. 
Kabiru, 36, was standing in front of the family compound in Kaduna state's Rigasa community watching the rallies with his siblings when he was hit by a bullet they said was fired by soldiers chasing protesters. Four days on, the Nigerian military has yet to contact the family, his father Baba said
The Nigerian military did not immediately respond to an inquiry. It has only confirmed its soldiers killed one protester -- a 16-year-old boy -- shot dead by a "warning shot" after protesters "attempted attacking" some soldiers deployed to quell violence. 
"Abbas was an easygoing child who did not drink or smoke," he said as he recalled in pain what life was like with his son around. "My joy is that there were positive comments about him. The whole community was saying good things about his life. And that made me happy as a father."
---
AP journalists Salim Umar Ibrahim in Kano, Nigeria and Mohammed Ibrahim in Kaduna, Nigeria contributed.
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                    FILE - Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich speaks at the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, on July 10, 2023. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel's Western allies have condemned remarks by the country's far-right finance minister who suggested that the starvation of Gaza's population of more than 2 million Palestinians "might be just and moral" until hostages captured in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel are returned home.
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich said in a speech on Monday that Israel had no choice but to send humanitarian aid into Gaza.
"It's not possible in today's global reality to manage a war -- no one will allow us to starve 2 million people, even though that might be just and moral until they return the hostages," he said at a conference in support of Jewish settlements.
Smotrich, a key partner in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's governing coalition, supports the reoccupation of Gaza, the rebuilding of Jewish settlements that were removed in 2005, and what he describes as the voluntary migration of large numbers of Palestinians out of the territory.

    


The European Union on Wednesday condemned his remarks, noting that the "deliberate starvation of civilians is a war crime."
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell called the remarks "beyond ignominious," saying "it demonstrates, once again, his contempt for international law and for basic principles of humanity."




David Lammy, Britain's new foreign secretary, said "there can be no justification for Minister Smotrich's remarks."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We expect the wider Israeli government to retract and condemn them," he wrote on the social media platform X.
Germany's ambassador to Israel, Steffen Siebert, called the remarks "unacceptable and appalling." 
"It is a principle of international law and of humanity to protect civilians in a war and to give them access to water and food," he wrote on X.
Egypt's foreign ministry on Thursday also condemned Smotrich's remarks, describing them as "shameful statements unacceptable in form and substance" and a violation of international humanitarian law. Such "irresponsible statements" create incitement against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, the ministry added.

    


The ongoing war sparked by Hamas' attack has plunged Gaza into a humanitarian catastrophe. The vast majority of its population has been displaced within the blockaded territory, often multiple times, and hundreds of thousands are packed into squalid tent camps. The leading international authority on the severity of hunger crises, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, said in June that Gaza was at "high risk" of famine.
Aid organizations say efforts to deliver food and other assistance have been hindered by Israeli restrictions, ongoing fighting and the breakdown of law and order. Israel says it allows unlimited humanitarian aid to enter and blames U.N. agencies for failing to promptly deliver it.
Hamas-led militants killed about 1,200 people in the surprise attack into Israel that triggered the war and took around 250 hostages. Some 110 hostages are still being held in Gaza, though Israel believes that about a third of them are dead. Most of the rest were released during a weeklong November cease-fire.
Israel's ongoing offensive has killed nearly 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, and has caused widespread devastation.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    Environment Ministry Executive Secretary Joao Paulo Capobianco presents Amazon and Cerrado deforestation data at the ministry headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            FILE - Smoke rises from a forest fire in the Transamazonica highway region, in the municipality of Labrea, Amazonas state, Brazil, on Sept. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros, File)
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            Brazilian Environment Minister Marina Silva gives a press conference to present Amazon and Cerrado deforestation data at her ministry headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) -- Deforestation in Brazil's Amazon rainforest slowed by nearly half compared to the year before, according to government satellite data released Wednesday. It's the largest reduction since 2016, when officials began using the current method of measurement.
In the past 12 months, the Amazon rainforest lost 4,300 square kilometers (1,700 square miles), an area roughly the size of Rhode Island. That's a nearly 46% decrease compared to the previous period. Brazil's deforestation surveillance year runs from August 1 to July 30.
Still, much remains to be done to end the destruction and the month of July showed a 33% increase in tree cutting over July 2023. A strike by officials at federal environmental agencies contributed to this surge, said Joao Paulo Capobianco, executive secretary for the Environment Ministry, during a press conference in Brasilia.

    


The figures are preliminary and come from the Deter satellite system, managed by the National Institute for Space Research and used by environmental law enforcement agencies to detect deforestation in real-time. The most accurate deforestation calculations are usually released in November.




President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has pledged "deforestation zero" by 2030. His current term ends in January 2027. Amazon deforestation has steeply declined since the end of far-right President Jair Bolsonaro's rule in 2022. Under that government, forest loss reached a 15-year high.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About two-thirds of the Amazon lies within Brazil. It remains the world's largest rainforest, covering an area twice the size of India. The Amazon absorbs large amounts of carbon dioxide, preventing the climate from warming even faster than it would otherwise. It also holds about 20% of the world's fresh water, and biodiversity that scientists have not yet come close to understanding, including at least 16,000 tree species.

    


During this same period, deforestation in Brazil s vast savannah, known as the Cerrado, increased by 9%. The native vegetation loss reached 7,015 square kilometers (2,708 square miles) - an area 63% larger than the destruction in the Amazon.
The Cerrado is the world's most biodiverse savannah, but less of it enjoys protected status than the rainforest to its north. Brazil s boom in soybeans, the country's second-largest export, have largely come from privately-owned areas in the Cerrado.
"The Cerrado has become a 'sacrificed biome.' Its topography lends itself to mechanized, large-scale commodity production," Isabel Figueiredo, a spokesperson with the nonprofit Society, Population and Nature Institute told The Associated Press. Both Brazilians and the international community are more concerned about forests than savanna and open landscapes, she said, even though these ecosystems are also extremely biodiverse and essential for climate balance.
To control deforestation in the long term, monitoring, such as with satellites, and law enforcement are not enough, said Paulo Barreto via email, a researcher with the nonprofit Amazon Institute of People and the Environment. New protected areas are needed, both within and outside Indigenous territory, as well as more transparency so that slaughterhouses track where their cattle are coming from. Cattle ranching is the leading driver of deforestation in the Amazon. Degraded pasture lands also need to be replanted as forest, Barreto said, and there must be stricter rules for the financial sector to prevent the funding of deforestation.

    


Interviewed in in Brasilia, Environment and Climate Change Minister Marina Silva conceded said that so far, law enforcement has been the main tool against deforestation, but government action must and will be broader. "From now on, we need to combine continued law enforcement with support for sustainable productive activities, which is one of the pillars of our plan."
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    FILE - Ksenia Karelina, also known by the last name of Khavana, sits in a defendant's cage in a court in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russian prosecutors on Thursday asked for a 15-year sentence in the treason trial of a Russian-American woman, who has pleaded guilty, Russian news agencies reported.
Ksenia Khavana, whom Russian authorities identify by her maiden name of Karelina, was arrested in Yekaterinburg in February, accused of collecting money for Ukraine's military.
She pleaded guilty in the closed trial on Wednesday, news reports said, and the Interfax news agency on Thursday quoted her lawyer Mikhail Mushalov as saying prosecutors called for 15 years in prison. The sentencing is expected on Aug. 15, Mushalov was quoted as saying. 
Khavana reportedly obtained U.S. citizenship after marrying an American and moving to Los Angeles. She had returned to Russia to visit her family.
The rights group The First Department said the charges stem from a $51 donation to a U.S. charity that helps Ukraine. Russia's Federal Security Service claims she "proactively collected money in the interests of one of the Ukrainian organizations, which was subsequently used to purchase tactical medical supplies, equipment, weapons, and ammunition for the Ukrainian armed forces." 

    


Since sending troops into Ukraine in February 2022, Russia has sharply cracked down on dissent and has passed laws that criminalize criticism of the operation in Ukraine and remarks considered to discredit the Russian military. Concern has risen since then that Russia could be targeting U.S. nationals for arrest.




In the largest Russia-West prisoner exchange since the end of the Cold War, Russia last week released Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and American corporate security executive Paul Whelan, both of whom were imprisoned on espionage convictions, and U.S.-Russian dual national Alsu Kurmasheva, a Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe journalist sentenced to 6 1/2 years for spreading "false information" about the Russian military.
Russia also released several prominent opposition figures who were imprisoned for criticizing the Ukraine military operation. 
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                    FILE - South Korean and United States marines ride on inflatable boats during a joint landing exercise to prepare for a possible North Korea's surprise attack in waters off Ganghwa Island, located inside of the civilian passage restriction line that separates the two Koreas since the Korean War, South Korea, Feb. 10, 2015. (Yonhap via AP, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korean authorities on Thursday were questioning a suspected North Korean resident who crossed into the South, according to South Korea's military.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said in a text message to reporters that South Korean soldiers secured an unidentified individual who was likely North Korean and handed that person over to relevant authorities for questioning.
The joint chiefs didn't immediately provide details on how the person crossed the border, from where and whether it was an attempt to defect to the South, citing the ongoing investigation.
The military statement came after South Korea's Yonhap news agency, citing anonymous military sources, reported that a North Korean resident crossed an estuary where the Han River meets the Yellow Sea and was taken by South Korean troops at the South's western border island of Gyodong.

    


South Korean Defense Minister Shin Won-sik, when asked about the report during a parliamentary session, said South Korea's National Intelligence Service was investigating related matters but didn't provide more details. The spy agency said it couldn't immediately provide further information beyond what the military announced.




Tensions between the war-divided rivals are at their highest in years as North Korean leader Kim Jong Un continues to use Russia's war on Ukraine as a distraction to further accelerate his weapons development and continues verbal threats of nuclear conflict with Washington and Seoul.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In response, South Korea, the United States and Japan have been expanding their combined military exercises and sharpening their nuclear deterrence strategies built around strategic U.S. military assets.
The joint chiefs said it wasn't detecting any unusual military activity from the North as of Thursday evening. 
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                    Envoys from the U.S., Canada, France, Germany, Italy and the U.K. and the European Union signed a joint letter expressing their shared concern about Israel's exclusion, saying that treating the country on the same level as Russia and Belarus -- the only other countries not invited -- would be misleading. Mayor of Nagasaki Shiro Suzuki said it was a decision made too make sure "that we can conduct the ceremony smoothly under a solemn atmosphere."
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            FILE - U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel speaks to media after meeting with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa at the foreign ministry in Tokyo, on Nov. 30, 2023. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool, File)
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            Nagasaki Mayor Shiro Suzuki speaks to the media at the city hall in Nagasaki western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            FILE - Doves fly over the Peace Statue during a ceremony to mark the 77th anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing at the Peace Park in Nagasaki, southern Japan, on Aug. 9, 2022. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel will skip this year's atomic bombing memorial service in Nagasaki on Friday because Israel was not invited, the embassy said.
Emanuel will not attend the event because it was "politicized" by Nagasaki's decision not to invite Israel, the embassy said. 
He will instead honor the victims of the Nagasaki atomic bombing at a ceremony at a Buddhist temple in Tokyo, it said.
An atomic bomb dropped by the United States on Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, destroyed the city, killing 140,000 people. A second bomb dropped three days later on Nagasaki killed 70,000 more. Japan surrendered on Aug. 15, 1945, ending World War II and the country's nearly half-century of aggression in Asia.
Nagasaki Mayor Shiro Suzuki on Thursday said his decision not to invite Israel is unchanged despite announcements by the U.S. and five other Group of Seven countries and the European Union that they will send lower-ranked envoys instead of ambassadors to the ceremony. 

    


"We only want to hold the ceremony in a peaceful and solemn atmosphere" to honor the atomic bomb victims, Suzuki said. "It is absolutely not because of political reasons."




"It is unfortunate that ambassadors won't be able to join us this year, but I hope they will attend from next year," Suzuki added. 
Suzuki had indicated his reluctance in June to invite Israel, noting the escalating conflict in the Middle East. He announced last week that Israel was not invited because of concern over "possible unforeseen situations" such as protests, sabotage or attacks on attendees.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Suzuki said he made the decision based on "various developments in the international community in response to the ongoing situation in the Middle East" that suggested a possible risk that the ceremony would be disturbed. "Aug. 9 is the most important day for Nagasaki City ... and we must not let the ceremony be affected," he said.

    


In contrast, Hiroshima invited the Israeli ambassador to Japan to its memorial ceremony on Tuesday, which was attended by 50,000 people including Emanuel and other envoys, though Palestinian representatives were not invited.
Nagasaki officials said they were told that an official of the U.S. Consulate in Fukuoka will represent the United States at Friday's ceremony. 
Envoys from the U.S., Canada, France, Germany, Italy and the U.K. and the European Union signed a joint letter expressing their shared concern about Israel's exclusion, saying that treating the country on the same level as Russia and Belarus -- the only other countries not invited -- would be misleading. 
The envoys urged Nagasaki to reverse the decision and invite Israel to preserve the universal message of the city's ceremony. The exclusion of Israel would make their "high-level participation" difficult, they said.
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            This photo combination shows Belarus political prisoners, clockwise from top left, Viasna human rights group founder and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski in , Belarus' opposition activist Maria Kolesnikova, journalist Andrzej Poczobut and opposition activist Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya holding a portrait of her jailed husband Syarhey Tsikhanousky. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Ales Bialiatski, the head of Belarusian Viasna rights group, stands in a defendants' cage during a court session in Minsk, Belarus, on Nov. 2, 2011. As the biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War unfolded, the Belarusian opposition and rights activists couldn't hide their disappointment that it didn't include a single Belarusian political prisoner. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits, File)
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            FILE - Natalia Pinchuk, the wife of imprisoned Belarusian human rights campaigner and Nobel peace laureate Ales Bialiatski, speaks to reporters in Warsaw, Poland, on March 21, 2023. Pinchuk voiced dismay that the biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War didn't set any Belarusian political prisoners free. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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            FILE - In this image made from video provided by Russian Federal Security Service via RTR on Aug. 1, 2024, Germany's Rico Krieger, center, and a Russian Federal Security Service agent, left, leave a bus as they arrive at an airport outside Moscow, Russia. Krieger, a German medical worker who was arrested last year on terrorism charges, was the only prisoner freed from Belarus and was among 16 imprisoned Westerners and Russian dissidents swapped for eight Russians held abroad. (Russian Federal Security Service/RTR via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this picture taken on Aug. 4, 2021, Belarus' opposition activists Maria Kolesnikova attends a court hearing in Minsk, Belarus. Kolesnikova was imprisoned in September 2020 after defiantly tearing up her passport at the border when authorities tried to deport her. (Ramil Nasibulin/BelTA pool photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Tatsiana Khomich accepts the Charlemagne Prize in Germany on behalf of her sister, imprisoned Belarus' opposition activist Maria Kolesnikova, on May 26, 2022. Khomich said she was disappointed her sister wasn't released from prison in the massive prisoner exchange last week. (Bernd Thissen/dpa via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 10 | 
            FILE - Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, center, holds a portrait of her jailed husband, Siarhei Tsikhanouski, at a protest demanding freedom for political prisoners in front of the Belarus Embassy, in Vilnius, Lithuania, on March 8, 2024. Tsikhanouskaya expressed disappointment that last week's East-West prisoner swap failed to free any Belarusian prisoners. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            FILE - Journalist Andrzej Poczobut stands in a defendants' cage at a court session in Grodno, Belarus, on Jan. 16, 2023. (Leonid Shcheglov/Pool via AP, File)
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            FILE - Belarusian dissident Pavel Latushka talks on the phone in Warsaw, Poland, on Aug. 2, 2021. The Viasna human rights center says over 50,000 Belarusians have been subjected to political repression in the past four years. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
            FILE - Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko holds a candle while visiting the Spaso-Preobrazhensky Valaam monastery with Russian President Vladimir Putin, on Valaam Island in Ladoga Lake in Russia on July 25, 2024. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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        Relatives of Belarus' political prisoners complain that East-West swap didn't free their loved ones
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            This photo combination shows Belarus political prisoners, clockwise from top left, Viasna human rights group founder and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski in , Belarus' opposition activist Maria Kolesnikova, journalist Andrzej Poczobut and opposition activist Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya holding a portrait of her jailed husband Syarhey Tsikhanousky. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Ales Bialiatski, the head of Belarusian Viasna rights group, stands in a defendants' cage during a court session in Minsk, Belarus, on Nov. 2, 2011. As the biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War unfolded, the Belarusian opposition and rights activists couldn't hide their disappointment that it didn't include a single Belarusian political prisoner. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    FILE - Ales Bialiatski, the head of Belarusian Viasna rights group, stands in a defendants' cage during a court session in Minsk, Belarus, on Nov. 2, 2011. As the biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War unfolded, the Belarusian opposition and rights activists couldn't hide their disappointment that it didn't include a single Belarusian political prisoner. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits, File)
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            FILE - Natalia Pinchuk, the wife of imprisoned Belarusian human rights campaigner and Nobel peace laureate Ales Bialiatski, speaks to reporters in Warsaw, Poland, on March 21, 2023. Pinchuk voiced dismay that the biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War didn't set any Belarusian political prisoners free. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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            FILE - In this image made from video provided by Russian Federal Security Service via RTR on Aug. 1, 2024, Germany's Rico Krieger, center, and a Russian Federal Security Service agent, left, leave a bus as they arrive at an airport outside Moscow, Russia. Krieger, a German medical worker who was arrested last year on terrorism charges, was the only prisoner freed from Belarus and was among 16 imprisoned Westerners and Russian dissidents swapped for eight Russians held abroad. (Russian Federal Security Service/RTR via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this picture taken on Aug. 4, 2021, Belarus' opposition activists Maria Kolesnikova attends a court hearing in Minsk, Belarus. Kolesnikova was imprisoned in September 2020 after defiantly tearing up her passport at the border when authorities tried to deport her. (Ramil Nasibulin/BelTA pool photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Tatsiana Khomich accepts the Charlemagne Prize in Germany on behalf of her sister, imprisoned Belarus' opposition activist Maria Kolesnikova, on May 26, 2022. Khomich said she was disappointed her sister wasn't released from prison in the massive prisoner exchange last week. (Bernd Thissen/dpa via AP)
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            FILE - Belarusian opposition leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, center, holds a portrait of her jailed husband, Siarhei Tsikhanouski, at a protest demanding freedom for political prisoners in front of the Belarus Embassy, in Vilnius, Lithuania, on March 8, 2024. Tsikhanouskaya expressed disappointment that last week's East-West prisoner swap failed to free any Belarusian prisoners. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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            FILE - Journalist Andrzej Poczobut stands in a defendants' cage at a court session in Grodno, Belarus, on Jan. 16, 2023. (Leonid Shcheglov/Pool via AP, File)
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            FILE - Belarusian dissident Pavel Latushka talks on the phone in Warsaw, Poland, on Aug. 2, 2021. The Viasna human rights center says over 50,000 Belarusians have been subjected to political repression in the past four years. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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            FILE - Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko holds a candle while visiting the Spaso-Preobrazhensky Valaam monastery with Russian President Vladimir Putin, on Valaam Island in Ladoga Lake in Russia on July 25, 2024. (Alexander Kazakov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- A wave of disappointment swept over opposition activists in Belarus last week as the biggest East-West prisoner swap since the Cold War unfolded and they learned it included none of the hundreds of political detainees who've been locked up for years by its authoritarian leader.
That dismay is especially poignant since Friday marks the fourth anniversary of the 2020 election -- widely seen at home and abroad as fraudulent -- that gave President Alexander Lukashenko his sixth term. That disputed balloting touched off the biggest protests and crackdown on dissent in Belarus in its post-Soviet history.
The Viasna human rights group estimates Belarus has about 1,400 political prisoners, including its founder and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski. Like many top opposition figures, Bialiatski is being held incommunicado.

    


"I am happy to see the Russians released, but I'm shocked that no one remembered about the fate of Belarusian political prisoners," Bialiatski's wife, Natalia Pinchuk, told The Associated Press. "I hope it was just the first round of the game involving the West, and Belarusians will also be freed following representatives of Russia."




The only prisoner freed from Belarus in the Aug. 1 swap was Rico Krieger, a German medical worker who was arrested there last year on terrorism charges. He was among 16 imprisoned Westerners and Russian dissidents traded for eight Russians held abroad.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Viasna has raised the issue with Western diplomats, listing over 30 political prisoners who need to be released as a priority, according to the group's representative, Pavel Sapelka.
He said some Western countries have held confidential discussions with Lukashenko's government, although he did not provide details.
The wait is excruciating for Pinchuk, who gets only occasional messages that Bialiatski is alive. She says his health has "significantly worsened," he is barred from getting medications and is repeatedly placed in solitary confinement in his 10-year sentence on charges of financing the 2020 protests.

    


At least six political prisoners have died in custody.
Western governments know the harsh conditions in which her husband and others are held, "but I'm unaware that any Belarusian names were discussed as part of the exchange," Pinchuk said.
Tatsiana Khomich, the sister of imprisoned opposition activist Maria Kolesnikova, had hoped to see her freed in the exchange.
"Obviously there was a window of opportunity for freeing Belarusians, because Minsk was involved in the scheme and took part in negotiations with Berlin regarding Krieger," Khomich told AP. "But Western politicians couldn't or didn't want to use that window."
With her short hair and vibrant smile, Kolesnikova was known for appearing at Minsk demonstrations and forming a heart with her hands. She was arrested in September 2020 after defiantly tearing up her passport at the border when authorities tried to deport her.
Khomich said she hasn't heard from her sister for 11/2 years. Kolesnikova, 42, who is serving 11 years in a particularly harsh prison, underwent surgery and was gravely ill, with her weight dropping to about 45 kilograms (99 pounds), her sister said.

    


"It has become obvious that neither Belarus nor Belarusian prisoners are a priority for Western partners," Khomich said. "And it's a very alarming signal for us."
U.S. National Security Council spokesperson Sean Savett said Washington "remains deeply concerned" about Lukashenko's crackdown.
"We will continue to support the people of Belarus as they stand up for their democratic future, human rights, and freedom of expression," he said.
Kolesnikova was charged with helping organize the mass protests of the Aug. 9, 2020, election that lasted for months. Over 35,000 people were arrested and thousands were beaten. Many opposition figures were convicted and given long prison terms, while others fled abroad.
One who was forced to leave was opposition leader-in-exile Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who said she admired Kolesnikova's courage.

    


"We haven't won yet, but we haven't been defeated, because people haven't given up," Tsikhanouskaya told AP. "Many Belarusians are continuing resistance, thousands are paying a price for freedom in prisons. It became clear in 2020 that Lukashenko lost support of the majority of Belarusians."
Tsikhanouskaya's husband, Siarhei Tsikhanouski, was arrested after challenging Lukashenko in the election. She ran in his place, but was forced to flee the country. Tsikhanouski was sentenced to 191/2 years.
Tsikhanouskaya, who has been lobbying Western leaders against Lukashenko, also expressed disappointment that no Belarusians were freed in the swap.
"Lukashenko is afraid of freeing political prisoners; he's holding them hostage," she said. "He's probably feeling insecure and is afraid of showing weakness. He may fear that releasing political prisoners will encourage Belarusians to fight."

    


But she is not giving up efforts for their freedom.
"Together with Western partners, including the U.S., Germany and Poland, we are looking for mechanisms to set them free," she said. "But the pressure on the Belarusian leader may not have been enough to make him move. Repressions are only escalating."
Tsikhanouskaya said the Kremlin helped Lukashenko survive the protests and he "is now paying back for that support with the country's sovereignty."
Lukashenko, who this year marked three decades in power, allowed Russian troops to use Belarus' territory to invade Ukraine in 2022 and let Moscow deploy some tactical nuclear weapons in Belarus.
Pavel Latushka, Belarus' former culture minister and now an exiled opposition activist, told AP he has written to German lawmakers about Belarus' human rights issues. He was convicted of various anti-government charges in absentia by a Minsk court. 
Lukashenko, he said, was only fulfilling the wishes of Russian President Vladimir Putin by releasing Krieger in the swap.
"We can't communicate with Putin," Latushka said. "The single channel of communications we have is representatives of Germany and other Western governments, who are well-informed of the horrible condition of political prisoners in Belarus."
Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski said efforts continue to free Belarusian political prisoners, including journalist Andrzej Poczobut, a member of Belarus' sizable Polish minority.
But Belarus demanded Latushka's extradition in exchange for releasing Poczobut, said former Polish Interior Minister Mariusz Kaminski
According to Viasna's Sapelka, over 50,000 Belarusians have been subjected to political repression in the past four years.
In July, Belarusian authorities released 19 political prisoners who were gravely ill, including opposition leader Ryhor Kastusiou, suffering with cancer. But Sapelka noted that authorities "have arrested three times as many activists to fill prison cells."
"Repressions in Belarus are only intensifying, the number of police raids and arrests grows," he said. "Belarusians badly need support and solidarity from Western countries, not only in words but also in deeds."
Now that Lukashenko is seeking another term next year, analysts don't expect him to free any more prisoners anytime soon.
"Lukashenko has been unable to overcome his fear and get rid of the 2020 trauma, so next year's presidential election will be held in a tough repressive environment, amid suppression of any activism and overfilled prisons," said Valery Karbalevich, an independent analyst. "Lukashenko will use political prisoners solely for bargaining with the West and only to an extent that the Kremlin would allow."
He said the failure to include any Belarusian political prisoners in the latest exchange shows the issue is not seen as a priority by the West.
"It's obvious that Belarus has begun to disappear from the Western agenda after a four-year journey from the front pages of international media to sadly waning interest in the fate of thousands of Belarusian political prisoners," Karbalevich said.
___
AP journalists Vanessa Gera in Warsaw, Poland, and Seung Min Kim in Washington contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/belarus-political-prisoners-lukashenko-exchange-1b724207dbb9699cf02fa58a82a5ab03
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            Protestors from the Maori iwi (tribe) Ngapuhi and others gather outside the Parliament building in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, Aug. 5 to protest the government's plans to remove recognition of a child's Maori heritage from the law governing the child protection system. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Protestors from the Maori iwi (tribe) Ngapuhi gather outside the Parliament building in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, Aug. 5 to protest the government's plans to remove recognition of a child's Maori heritage from the law governing the child protection system. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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            Protestors from the Maori iwi (tribe) Ngapuhi and others gather outside the Parliament building in Wellington, New Zealand, Monday, Aug. 5 to protest the government's plans to remove recognition of a child's Maori heritage from the law governing the child protection system. (AP Photo/Charlotte Graham-McLay)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- The removal of basic Maori phrases meaning "hello" and "New Zealand" from a Maori lunar new year invitation to an Australian official was not a snub of the Indigenous language by New Zealand's government, Prime Minister Christopher Luxon said Wednesday, seemingly joking that it instead reflected the "incredibly simple" language required when speaking to Australians.
Luxon's defense in Parliament of the lawmaker who ordered the removal of the Maori words from an invitation sent to Australia's arts minister was an attempt to rebuff criticism that his government is anti-Maori, as it seeks to reverse policies favoring Indigenous people and language.
The prime minister appeared to indulge in a favorite pastime of New Zealanders, who enjoy a friendly rivalry with their closest neighbor: calling Australians stupid. 

    


"In my dealings with Australians, it always pays to be incredibly simple and clear and use English," Luxon said, referring to the invitation sent to Tony Burke.
Ripostes between lawmakers across the Tasman have precedent. In the most famous example, a New Zealand leader, Rob Muldoon, quipped in the 1980s that New Zealanders who migrate to Australia "raise the IQ of both countries."




On Thursday, a smiling Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese responded to Luxon with a favorite Australian joke -- that no one can understand the New Zealand accent. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said that at times interpreters were needed, perhaps diplomatically adding that he had sometimes "missed" things said by Luxon's predecessors too.
"Look, we're great friends and we're great mates," the Australian leader said. "Sometimes though we do speak a different language and that's when we both think we're speaking English."
The exchange offered a diversion in an otherwise tense session of New Zealand's Parliament, which has been roiled by accusations of bullying, racism and insults in recent weeks, with lawmakers in tears and the prime minister urging "all political leaders to watch their rhetoric."

    


During Question Time, Luxon was asked by opposition leader Chris Hipkins about a series of inflammatory remarks he said lawmakers had recently made.
Among them was the report that New Zealand's arts, culture and heritage minister, Paul Goldsmith -- who signed off on the new year invitation -- had directed officials to remove some Maori phrases from the materials, according to documents divulged by 1News.
They included "tena koe" -- a formal way to say hello, learned by New Zealand children in their first year of elementary school -- and "Aotearoa," a commonplace Maori name for New Zealand.
"I just didn't think it needed a lot of te reo in it," Goldsmith told 1News, using a phrase meaning the Maori language, an official one of New Zealand. The language was once close to dying out, but activists provoked a revival over several decades, and common Maori words or phrases are now in everyday use among all New Zealanders.
The same movement prompted a revival of Matariki, the Maori lunar new year, which was established as a nationwide public holiday in 2020.

    


Since assuming office after the 2023 election, Luxon's coalition government has prompted fraught public debates about race. One was over a return to English names for government agencies, many of which had assumed Maori titles in recent years.
Another was over ending initiatives that offer priority to Maori, who lag behind other New Zealanders in most health, economic and justice statistics. 
Protestors gathered outside Parliament in the capital, Wellington, this week to oppose the government's plans to repeal a clause requiring recognition of children's Maori heritage from the law governing the child protection system.
A spokesperson for Burke, the Australian recipient of the controversial invitation, told The Associated Press on Thursday that he had known the meaning of the word Aotearoa since 1982, when it was referenced in the lyrics of a popular song by the New Zealand band Split Enz. 
___
Associated Press writer Rod McGuirk contributed from Melbourne, Australia.
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                    FILE - The Elko Centennial Tower is seen Dec. 16, 2023, in Elko, Nev. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)
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                                        County commissioners in rural northeastern Nevada decided Wednesday not to submit a plan to hand-count votes in November, but some officials said they support implementing it in future election cycles in the latest debate over voting machines across the Western swing state.
Elko County commissioners said it was far too close to the election to implement such a plan -- parts of which they acknowledged did not meet state guidelines for hand-counting. 
Instead organizers and some officials said they supported lobbying state officials to allow more methods of hand-counting than what are currently outlined in those guidelines, which they say are too arduous, in the future. 
Commissioners in the deep-red county of ranches and mining communities have long grappled with the issue. Public comment on election issues in recent years have been marked by election conspiracy theories alleging widespread voter fraud and purported algorithms that alter votes. 

    


"We live in troubled times. Nobody I know trusts elections, machines or the judicial system at this point," said county resident Vernon Hatch, who helped present the proposal. 




At Wednesday's meeting, two commissioners went as far as to wonder what would happen if they defied the state guidelines this election cycle, though no concrete action on that was planned. 
"Let's just say we chose to go a different route. What's the consequence? I think we should have an understanding of what that is," said Republican commissioner Delmo Andreozzi.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The debate over voting systems has been playing out elsewhere across Nevada following former President Donald Trump's false claims that the 2020 election was stolen. Several counties in the swing state have entertained the idea of hand-counting despite there being no evidence of widespread voting fraud. 
Commissioners in rural Nye County voted unanimously in 2022 to ditch voting machines, but the original plan was altered significantly by ACLU lawsuits, court rulings and state regulations. 

    


The county ended up using machines as the primary tabulation method with a parallel hand-count happening separately, essentially as a test run for future elections. The plan has not appeared to gain momentum, and the county clerk leading the effort has since resigned.
In July, commissioners in Washoe County, which is home to Reno, voted against certifying the results of two local election recounts, but that was overturned by the same commission a week later. 
Nevada's Democratic Secretary of State and Attorney General have filed legal action in an attempt to require county commissions to certify election results as a result.
A spokesperson for Secretary of State Cisco Aguilar said the office had no comment on Wednesday's meeting in Elko County. 
In a statement, ACLU of Nevada executive director Athar Haseebullah, who led the legal effort against the Nye County hand-count, said he was "glad to see Elko County not advance another absurd hand counting plan."
"That said, if the county changes its position and is interested in spending time with us, we are happy to set up a date with them in November in a Nevada courtroom," he said.

    


Commissioner Jon Karr said after the meeting that charges of widespread voter fraud are "one of those urban legends that's spread like wildfire, and none of it's true." He also said the hand-counting debate harms the elections department.
"To me it gives doubt on their integrity as well, and that's where I get rather emotional and strongly disagree," said Karr, a Republican.
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Bangladesh has had a turbulent existence since gaining independence in 1971 following a war with Pakistan.
Its first coup occurred in 1975, when President Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated. Two more coups that year ended with Ziaur Rahman seizing power. In 1981, Rahman was assassinated by rebels who stormed a government guest house. In 1982, successor Abdus Sattar was overthrown in a coup led by Hussain Muhammad Ershad, who later assumed the presidency.
Power was then traded between two formidable women, Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina. Hasina was toppled this week by a student-led uprising. Her archrival Zia was freed this week from house arrest. 
The South Asia nation is densely populated with 170 million people and has been scarred by climate and humanitarian crises. Bangladesh lies north of the Bay of Bengal and is a delta nation lined with rivers. The location, topography and tropical climate mean frequent flooding from cyclones and monsoon rains. A famine in 1974 was one of the worst in the 20th century, with hundreds of thousands of people dying.
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                    Democratic Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi speaks at the North Carolina Democratic Unity Dinner fundraiser in Raleigh, N.C., Saturday, July 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Karl B DeBlaker)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Nancy Pelosi's influence can be seen all across the Democratic Party shakeup that in a few short, agonizing weeks has reengineered the 2024 presidential ticket and the race for the White House.
It was Pelosi who publicly encouraged President Joe Biden to make a decision about his reelection campaign when he had already insisted he had no plans to step aside. Once he exited and endorsed Kamala Harris atop the ticket, it was Pelosi who was a big fan of her future running mate, Tim Walz.
For the House speaker emerita the upheaval is less about Biden, a friend of 40 years, and more about Republican Donald Trump, the former president she refers to as "Bozo," "a snake-oil salesman," "what's his name" and the "Creature from the Black Lagoon."
"How can I say this in the nicest possible way: My goal in life was that man would never step in the White House again," Pelosi said, slapping the table with every word.

    


Pelosi spoke Wednesday with reporters and columnists about her new book, "The Art of Power, My Story as America's First Woman Speaker of the House," which calls for an end to political violence in the U.S. But it's this final unwritten chapter of Pelosi's career that shows the soft power she still wields that can change the course of history.




Over and again, Pelosi declined to detail her conversations with Biden during this tumultuous period, or if the conversations happened at all. The two have not spoken since he bowed out of the race.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"At some point, I will come to terms with my, to peace, with my own role in this," she said. 
"I think that part of all of our goals in this was to preserve his legacy, a fabulous legacy, that would go right down the drain if Bozo got elected to the White House."
Some details, though, have come into view as Pelosi, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries all had private talks with Biden as he made his historic decision to end his campaign. 

    


Pelosi said it was not her intention to put Biden on the spot when she showed up on his favorite morning news program in early July, after his dismal debate with Trump, and suggested he make a decision about his reelection bid. 
Biden had just written a letter to Congress, insisting he was pressing on after a number of rank-and-file Democrats started saying publicly he should bow out of the race. It was not well received, she said.
Not only the White House but control of Congress is at stake this November. Pelosi had been hearing from worried lawmakers and she herself did not see a "path to victory" for Biden. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"I was really asking for a better campaign," she said. 
But, she acknowledged about his options ahead, "it was open, in my view." 
Pelosi had told Biden early on she didn't want him on the debate stage with Trump. She thought it was beneath him to stand alongside Trump, who had declined to debate his own Republican colleagues during his primary sweep to the GOP nomination. And she knew Trump would use the venue to be "telling all his lies" unchecked.

    


"I just thought it'd be like doggy-doo and you're going to get it on your shoe and you're all going to smell like him," she said.
But she said Biden was very confident and assured her he could handle Trump on stage. "I know you can handle it," she told him. "But why?"
On debate night, Pelosi settled in at her apartment in Washington to watch and as soon as Biden walked onstage it was disconcerting, she said.
"I was shocked."
Pelosi said she had "never seen" Biden like that. 
Pelosi explained her longstanding advice for debating: Clear your mind. Don't bog yourself down with details. Rest up. Be yourself. 
Whatever the question is, "you respond whatever way you want. You own it."
It was clear none of that happened with Biden.
"He's the president of the United States, a person who for decades has understood a vision of our country based on values, knowledge, issues, therefore judgment about all of it, with more empathy in his heart than anyone," she said. "Who needs to prep him?"
Pelosi said publicly at the time that she wanted to know if this was an episode with Biden, or a condition?

    


She made it clear she wanted a more aggressive campaign "so people could see his strength."
Simply rehashing past accomplishments as Biden was doing is important, she said, to show voters you know how to accomplish goals. But elections are really about what you're doing next. 
"Elections are about the future," she said. "Finish the job."
None of this rematch with Trump would have been possible if the Senate had voted to convict, rather than acquit, him on the impeachment charge of inciting the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the Capitol, because it would have made him ineligible to seek the White House again. Pelosi blames that outcome on Senate Republican leadership and calls it shameful.
As crowds surge to rallies this week for the new Harris-Walz ticket in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan, Pelosi marvels at the energy and enthusiasm flowing to Democrats, particularly from young people.

    


Pelosi said she thought any of the potential vice presidential contenders would have been great choices. But she has made no secret of her enthusiasm for former House members -- which Walz is -- to counter the way she believes White House administrations tend to be more deferential to the Senate.
While some were calculating which vice presidential hopeful would best help Democrats in the swing states, Pelosi said the question for Harris was: Who will help you govern? She said she did not put in a good word for Walz, but put in a good word for all the contenders.
Asked if Democrats would win control of the House, she said, "That's the plan."
Asked if her book title was an intended nod at Trump's "The Art of the Deal," she said, "Nothing that I do has anything to do with him, except his downfall." 
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            Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado talks to presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez during a press conference after electoral authorities declared President Nicolas Maduro the winner of the presidential election in Caracas, Venezuela, Monday, July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores arrive at the Supreme Court in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Venezuelan opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez will not appear before the country's high court Wednesday for a hearing related to an election audit requested by President Nicolas Maduro, his campaign said.
Venezuela's Supreme Tribunal of Justice on Monday ordered Gonzalez, who represented the main opposition parties, Maduro and the other eight candidates in the July 28 presidential election to attend hearings scheduled through Friday.
The hearings follow days of global criticism of Maduro and his loyal National Electoral Council over the election results. Electoral authorities declared Maduro the winner but have yet to produce voting tallies. Meanwhile, the opposition claims to have collected records from more than 80% of the 30,000 electronic voting machines nationwide showing he lost.
Gonzalez was first on the list, but in a statement posted on social media, he questioned the legality of the proceedings and expressed serious concerns over his safety.

    


"I will put at risk not only my freedom but, more importantly, the will of the Venezuelan people expressed on July 28, 2024 and the gigantic effort of the Venezuelans who have participated in this process so that we could obtain evidence of the vote validly cast by the citizens," he said.




It is unclear whether Gonzalez could face legal consequences over his decision to not appear for the scheduled hearing.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Judge Caryslia Rodriguez, president of the Supreme Tribunal of Justice and its electoral court, during a nationally televised hearing on Monday warned that failure to appear would entail the corresponding consequences provided by law but did not give any details.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gonzalez's name and photo appeared three times on the July 28 ballot, each for every party he represented: Democratic Unity Table, A New Time Party and Movement for Venezuela. Although Gonzalez said he would not appear at the tribunal, representatives of the three parties did so.

    


"We faced an exhaustive interrogation separately," Manuel Rosales, founder of A New Time Party, told reporters about Wednesday's hearing.
Meanwhile, Jose Simon Calzadilla, of Movement for Venezuela, described the court's audit process as "irregular" and insisted that government institutions must "put themselves at the service of transparency" and demand that the electoral council comply with its obligation to release detailed results.
"We left this high court with more doubts than when we arrived, and it was not made clear to us what we were doing or what this questioning by the magistrates was for," he said.
Maduro, who appeared 13 times on the ballot, is last on the list of hearings Rodriguez announced.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            Dr. Janice Johnston, a member of the Georgia State Election Board, speaks during a meeting at the State Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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            John Fervier, Chairman of the State Election Board, listens during a meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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            John Fervier, Chairman of the State Election Board, takes questions from the media during a brief recess during a meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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            Janelle King, a member of the State Election Board, takes questions from the media during a brief recess during a meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Four years after the 2020 election, a newly GOP-aligned election board in Georgia is pushing to reinvestigate the state's largest county for its handling of the vote. 
Georgia's State Election Board voted 3-2 Wednesday to ask state Attorney General Chris Carr to investigate the Fulton County government, seeking to reopen an inquiry closed in May. 
The action shows the degree to which Republican outrage over the 2020 election continues to animate party activists and comes on the heels of a Saturday rally in Atlanta where former President Donald Trump attempted to relitigate unproven claims that he won Georgia, which President Joe Biden won that year by a narrow margin. He praised the State Election Board at the same rally.
Spokesperson Kara Murray said Carr, a Republican who has been opposed by Trump, hadn't yet received the request.

    


"We take election integrity very seriously, and we will apply the constitution, the law and the facts as we have always done," Murray said.
However, Murray said the attorney general's office doesn't investigate or seek criminal charges in cases referred by the board.




The resolution says that if Carr doesn't act, the board will try to hire an outside lawyer to conduct an inquiry. 
It's unclear what could happen if an inquiry occurs. In a hotly disputed 2021 law, the board was given the power to take over election administration in individual counties. That provision was always aimed at heavily Democratic Fulton County in the aftermath of an election that an independent monitor said was characterized by sloppy practices and poor management but with no evidence of intentional wrongdoing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A trio of Republican partisans aligned with Trump has cemented control of the five-member regulatory board, which has no direct role in determining election results but writes rules to ensure elections run smoothly and hears complaints about violations. 

    


Some activists who have long wanted action against Fulton County argue that officials should face criminal charges. Those activists have also long pushed for access to the paper ballots from the 2020 election, which could enable a citizen review similar to one that roiled Arizona in 2021.
As part of the May resolution of the earlier inquiry, the board found that Fulton County improperly double-counted some votes. But those who brought the complaint say other issues are unresolved, such as missing electronic ballot scans.
"It seems to me that somebody is moving heaven and earth to not allow anyone to get to the paper ballots," said Dr. Janice Johnston, a retired obstetrician appointed to the board by the state Republican Party. "I don't know why. I'm just interested in the data and interested in the numbers."
Wednesday's decision is likely to be met with litigation. Fulton County's election board sent a letter to the state board flatly saying the May resolution is final and the board is legally prohibited from reopening the charges. 
"We will not engage in any further discussions, investigations or other action related to this case," Fulton County board Chair Sherri Allen said in a statement. "To do so would be a waste of taxpayer dollars and time that is best spent preparing for the upcoming general election." 

    


The state board's nonpartisan chair, John Fervier, tried to block the action, citing a letter from Carr's office that he said also warned the move would be illegal. The Associated Press wasn't immediately able to obtain a copy of the letter.
"We are putting this board in legal jeopardy by approving that motion," Fervier said. 
Johnston, who led a successful effort to overturn Fervier's ruling blocking consideration of the move, said a lawyer for the state GOP had advised her that the board could legally go ahead. Janelle King, whose appointment tipped the balance of power on the board, said she is not afraid of a potential lawsuit. 
"We've got to make sure we're not scared to make moves because of the fear of that, because in some cases it's just the right thing to do," said King, a conservative political commentator

    


It's at least the second recent time that state Republican Party officials or employees directly advised the board on a course of action. Party Chairman Josh McKoon recently sent two proposed rules and talking points to another GOP-aligned member of the board, former state Sen. Rick Jeffares.
Part of the deal made in May was that Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, the State Election Board and Fulton County would agree on a monitoring team. On Wednesday, though, the board refused to vote on the team proposed by Raffensperger and Fulton County. That's in part because it included the former chief lawyer for Raffensperger's office and the man who monitored Fulton's 2020 election.
Raffensperger's office declined to comment on the board's actions. He was removed as a voting member of the board in 2021 and from his nonvoting capacity by lawmakers this year, largely driven by GOP anger at his defense of Biden's 2020 victory in Georgia. 

    


At the Saturday rally, Trump said the three GOP-aligned board members "are all pit bulls fighting for honesty, transparency and victory" while criticizing Fervier and the Democrat on the panel. He in particular singled out Johnston, who was in the second row and stood to acknowledge Trump's praise.
"My courage was contagious?" Trump said. "Well, your courage is contagious, too."
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                    Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, arrives at the Albany County Courthouse to fight a lawsuit he falsely claimed to live in New York state, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- Robert F. Kennedy Jr. didn't violate New Jersey's "sore loser" law and can appear on the ballot as an independent candidate for president, the state's top elections official said Wednesday. 
Lt. Gov. Tahesha Way, who also serves as secretary of state, issued an order upholding in part an administrative law judge's determination just a day earlier. 
The ruling means Kennedy can appear on the November ballot, and Way accepted his petition as an independent. 
Way rejected part of Administrative Law Judge Ernest Bongiovanni's ruling saying that election attorney Scott Salmon's challenge to Kennedy was untimely. She found the judge was mistaken. 
Kennedy's campaign praised the decision in an emailed statement. 
"New Jersey is a perfect example of where we have defeated a Democratic Party complaint that had no merit," the campaign said.

    


New Jersey, like a number of other states, has a sore loser law that bars candidates who ran in a primary from running as independents in a general election. Bongiovanni's ruling follows another judge's similar opinion. 
Way decided the matter under state law in her role as the state's top elections official




Salmon brought a suit in 2020 saying that then-potential presidential candidate Kanye West gathered an inadequate number of signatures. At the time, Salmon said he was a registered Democrat. West eventually withdrew his petition to be on the ballot. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement Salmon said he believes Kennedy went afoul of the law and should have been kept from the ballot, but said he believes Way put "reasonable guardrails in place."
Kennedy's famous name and a loyal base have buoyed his bid for the White House. Strategists from both major parties had voiced concerns that he might negatively affect their candidate's chances. 
A similar challenge in New York questioning his claim that he lives in New York is unfolding in court there. He testified this week that his address is in the New York City suburb of Katonah.

    


Salmon sought to keep Kennedy from the ballot as an independent under a state law that bars candidates who run for a major party nomination in a primary from seeking the same office in the general election as an independent. Salmon sought to use the statute, known as a sore loser law, because Kennedy had filed with the Federal Election Commission in April 2023 to run as a Democrat; he amended the filing in October to begin an independent bid.
Kennedy argued that Salmon didn't have standing to sue because he isn't a candidate for president himself, among other arguments. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rfk-jr-new-jersey-ballot-7d522fb10901599e197804096baaabf0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Election 2024 live updates: Trump to hold press conference from Mar-a-Lago | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Election 2024 live updates: Trump to hold news conference, says he is eager to debate Harris

            
    
        

    



        
    



            



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-biden-harris-election-108efaafb0e41acbd77bc2e85cfa7e49



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    As President Milei's austerity hits hard, jobless Argentines appeal to the patron saint of work | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



As President Milei's austerity hits hard, jobless Argentines appeal to the patron saint of work

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    A person reaches out to the statue of Saint Cajetan inside San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Protesters demanding work opportunities gather in Plaza de Mayo after marching from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            People attend Mass at San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            A large puppet in the likeness of Argentine President Javier Milei lays in the back of a truck after being paraded at a protest demanding work opportunities, from San Cayetano church to the Government House, in downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            Protesters demanding work opportunities stand by food vendors in Plaza de Mayo square after marching from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            Police walk alongside people marching from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, to keep protesters from blocking the street, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. Others joined their march to protest for work opportunities. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            A priest blesses a pilgrim outside San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, before sunrise Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            People holding soup ladles and an empty pot march from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. The sign reads in Spanish "They starve us to death in the name of freedom." (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 20

                                    
                                    People holding soup ladles and an empty pot march from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. The sign reads in Spanish "They starve us to death in the name of freedom." (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 20 | 
            People look out at protesters demanding work opportunities who marched from San Cayetano church to Plaza de Mayo in downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            A market vendor weighs fruit as protesters stand by after marching from San Cayetano church to the Government House in downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Marchers are protesting for work opportunities on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            People pray inside San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Protesters gather in Plaza de Mayo square after marching from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Marchers protested for work opportunities on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            People keep warm up by a fire as they wait in line to enter San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            A pilgrim holds wheat inside San Cayetano church in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Known as the patron saint of the unemployed, Catholics visit the church on the Italian Saint's feast day to pray for prosperity and work. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            People march from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. Others joined their march to protest for work opportunities. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Police walk alongside protesters to keep them from blocking the street as they carry a religious statue from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. Others joined their march to protest for work opportunities on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            People march from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. Others joined their march to protest for work opportunities. The sign reads in Spanish "Land, roof and work." (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Police walk alongside people marching from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, to keep protesters from blocking the street, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, on the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. Others joined their march to protest for work opportunities. (AP Photo/Gustavo Garello)
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            Santiago Farias, 62, waves an Argentine and Palestinian flag outside La Casa Rosada presidential office at the end of a march for job opportunities from San Cayetano church to downtown Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, the feast day of St. Cajetan, known as the patron of the unemployed. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Struggling to feed her family after losing her job as a cleaner earlier this year, 56-year-old Norma Villarreal went to church Wednesday in the hardscrabble outskirts of Buenos Aires and waited in the pre-dawn darkness for over an hour to petition St. Cayetano, the patron saint of bread and work. 

"We are very hungry and we're tired and since the government never does anything for us, I went to ask the saint," Villarreal said of the Roman Catholic priest canonized in 1671 for using his family fortune to help the poor of Naples.



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Throughout decades of political change in Argentina, the annual Aug. 7 pilgrimage to St. Cayetano Sanctuary has served as a potent, and grim, reminder that in Argentina, economic despair remains a constant. But this year might be unique in one thing: The desperation over rising joblessness that drives Argentines to call on St. Cayetano has been matched by rage at the painful austerity program of libertarian President Javier Milei. 

The government's shock economic measures -- aimed at slashing annual public spending by some 3% of the country's gross domestic product -- has created an excruciating recession, pushing up unemployment to nearly 8%.

The aging crowds of pilgrims crossing themselves and clutching rosaries outside the sanctuary have dwindled in recent years -- a reflection, observers say, more of the diminishing relevance of Roman Catholicism in Argentina than of any improvement in the unemployment rate, which jumped two whole percentage points in the last five months.

After the pilgrimage Wednesday, the country's trade unions and leftist opposition parties marshaled thousands to protest outside the presidential palace in downtown Buenos Aires, where they chanted against Milei and lamented his mass lay-offs of government workers. 

"We have no breakfast, just a bit of tea in the morning, but he doesn't see that ... he says we're the cause of the trouble," said 60-year-old Ana Maria Munoz, who was fired from a municipal job in a wave of dismissals five months ago prompted by Milei's budget cuts. She hasn't been able to find work since. 

"They got rid of me, I'm not sure if it was my age or what, but so many of us have been fired," she said, carrying the banner of her state workers' union in the city's main plaza.

While Milei has prioritized combating the country's dizzying inflation rate -- which fell in June to 4.2% month on month, the lowest since January 2022. But annual inflation still tops 270%, among the highest rates in the world, outpacing salaries. Unemployment has become a growing concern as Milei's government freezes public works projects and shutters ministries in his campaign to cut down the state. 





"There is no humanity or even attention to quality in the decisions being made," said Orlando Ortega, a 58-year-old state worker whose former employer, the National Secretariat for Children, was recently dissolved and incorporated with other government agencies into the Ministry of Human Capital. 

He said the government slashed their budget so much that those who escaped the latest round of layoffs can hardly do their jobs. 

"For seven months, we've had no resources, we can't travel, we can provide some basic logistical support but we're not even carrying out policy," he said, shouting to be heard over boom of sound grenades and thunderous chants of his fellow union members in the plaza. "When you think about it, firing some hundred seems to have cost the government more than it helped it save." 

In his daily press conference, Milei's spokesperson dismissed Wednesday's anti-unemployment protests as political maneuver by the opposition. 

    



"This administration came to eradicate the evils that have plagued Argentines for decades," spokesperson Manuel Adorni said, accusing the protest organizers of being "responsible for the economic disaster that this government inherited." 

Union leaders pushed back, portraying their march as a natural outpouring of anger and grief over lost jobs. 

"We demand that Milei give us back the jobs that he took from us and the money that he stole from us," said Rodolfo Aguiar, head of the State Workers Association. "The fiscal surplus is built on suffering." 
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- St. Louis lawyer David Wasinger has won the Republican primary for Missouri lieutenant governor, defeating state Sen. Lincoln Hough by slim margins.
"Missourians want change," Wasinger told KCUR public radio. "I'll use the lieutenant governor's office as a bully pulpit to expose the corruption and insider deals taking place in Jefferson City." 
Wasinger is favored to win the November general election against Democratic nominee state Rep. Richard Brown in the heavily GOP state where no Democrats currently serve in any statewide office. 
Wasinger, a certified public accountant, previously campaigned for state auditor in 2018 but lost the Republican primary. 
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Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear ready to campaign for Harris-Walz after losing out for spot on the ticket

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear discusses the vice presidential search process, and the exposure it brought to his home state. (AP Video by Dylan Lovan)
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            Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear addresses a crowd gathered at the Breathitt Co. Courthouse to discuss progress in flood recovery efforts in Jackson, Ky., Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear signaled Wednesday he's ready to campaign for the Democratic ticket, and said Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz are motivated to improve lives in contrast to "personal grievances" driving the other side in a dig at Republican Donald Trump. 
A day after Beshear and a few other prominent Democrats were bypassed in favor of the affable Minnesotan as Harris' running mate, the Kentucky governor said he's still part of the team. He indicated that Harris had asked him to make campaign pitches for the ticket.
"Wherever the campaign needs me, I'm willing to go," Beshear said during a sit-down interview with The Associated Press. "I want to do my part to make sure that the Harris-Walz ticket is elected."
Beshear said he was catching up on family time when the newly minted ticket made its campaign debut Tuesday in Philadelphia, but said he was impressed when watching highlights later.

    


"The energy is incredible," Beshear said. "The vice president made a very good pick in Gov. Walz. He is a good governor, he's a good friend and he's a good man. And he's going to help her win."




Beshear, whose national profile surged as he vied for the No. 2 spot on the Democratic ticket, sidestepped questions about the inner workings of Harris' search for a running mate.
"It's an honor to be considered," the governor said. "How many people in their lifetime are vetted to potentially be a vice presidential running mate?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Beshear predicted that the surge of Trump-led attacks against Walz would backfire.
"The rest of the country will see that Tim Walz is a veteran, was a teacher, a football coach, has been a good governor, but most importantly, is a good person," he said. "They'll see something different when they look at Donald Trump."
After a whirlwind few weeks for Beshear -- which included an economic development trip to Asia, followed by campaign appearances while auditioning to be Harris' running mate -- the governor was settling back into his Bluegrass State job. He received an update Wednesday on ongoing efforts to rebuild areas devastated by natural disasters. Tornadoes tore through parts of western Kentucky in late 2021, followed by flooding the next summer that swamped portions of the Appalachian region in the east.

    


Beshear, who won reelection in his red state last year, indicated he's ready to be back on the campaign trail for Harris and Walz as well as for down-ballot Democrats. Among the candidates he plans to make pitches for are Senate Democratic incumbents running in Ohio, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Montana, as well as for the Democrat running for governor in North Carolina. Beshear said his campaign victory in 2023 can "serve as a roadmap" for other Democrats running in politically tough terrain. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


At the top of the ticket, Harris and Walz can lower the temperature of a polarized country and remind voters that "we can be Democrats or Republicans but we're Americans first," Beshear said. And Democrats can broaden their support by focusing on kitchen-table issues affecting everyday lives, something he plans to emphasize on the campaign trail in coming weeks, he said. 

    


"I'll tell voters that this is the ticket that is going to improve their lives," Beshear said. "Is going to create more jobs, is going to lessen the costs of prescription drugs, is going to invest in the infrastructure throughout our country, run high-speed internet to every home and every business. That this is a ticket that cares about the people of the United States of America and not just personal grievances."
Having come up short in his bid for a vice presidential run, speculation about Beshear's future is still churning in Kentucky -- this time over whether he might be in the running for a Cabinet post if Harris defeats Trump in November. Term limits will prevent the 46-year-old Beshear from running for governor in 2027, and he has shown no interest in running for a U.S. Senate seat.
Asked Wednesday if he could help the Bluegrass State even more as the head of a federal agency, Beshear replied: "I'm right where I'm supposed to be."

    


Beshear said his focus as governor will be on continuing Kentucky's record pace for economic development growth, rebuilding storm-stricken areas and seeing massive infrastructure projects through to completion. Even if his vice presidential bid came up short, Kentucky benefited from the attention it received, he said. 
"To see the rest of the country looking up to Kentucky instead of looking down at us, that's a pretty special thing," Beshear said. "And I knew throughout this process that regardless of how it came out, we had a chance to put Kentucky on the national stage and to talk about the great things that we are doing. And that's going to benefit us in the years to come."
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1 of last GOP congressmen who voted to impeach Trump advances in Washington's US House race
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                    From left, Vancouver residents Alyssa Wheeler, Jonathan Wheeler, Tabor Kelly and Sol Ontiveros drop off ballots during voting in the Washington primary on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Vancouver, Wash. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- One of the last remaining U.S. House Republicans who voted to impeach Donald Trump and a candidate endorsed by the former president have advanced in Tuesday's primary to the general election in Washington state's 4th Congressional District.
U.S. Rep. Dan Newhouse is seeking a sixth term in the conservative Washington district that runs from the Canadian border to the Columbia River. He will face Republican Jerrod Sessler, a Navy veteran and former NASCAR driver, in November. 
This was a rematch for the pair from 2022, when Sessler earned a distant fourth in the primary. This time, Sessler said things have gone his way. He was endorsed by the Washington State Republican Party and nabbed Trump's backing early on, which he called a "game changer." He said he communicates regularly with Trump's team, referencing a text he said he received from the GOP presidential candidate this year saying, "The country is counting on you." 

    


"In ninety days, this district is going to vote overwhelmingly for President Trump," Sessler said in a statement. "I will work hard to make sure we also elect a member of Congress who will be his greatest ally in our fight to enact a pro-Constitution, pro-MAGA agenda and heal our nation from the disaster of the Biden-Harris administration."




Newhouse has mostly steered clear of the subject of Trump. The third-generation farmer has instead focused on agriculture and border security in a state with millions of acres of pastures, orchards and cereal grain lands where immigrant labor is extremely important.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the lead-up to the primary, Newhouse's opponents repeatedly touted his vote to impeach Trump as a huge liability. But political experts have cautioned that it's difficult to say whether the endorsement will sway voters who already stuck with Newhouse two years ago.
Newhouse and U.S. Rep. David Valadao, of California, are the only Republican Congressional lawmakers left among the 10 who voted to impeach Trump in 2021. Others retired or were defeated by Trump-endorsed primary challengers.

    


As of July 17, Newhouse, who was endorsed by the NRA and the National Right to Life, had raised $1.6 million - far more than the $409,000 raised by Sessler. 
They prevailed over Tiffany Smiley, a former nurse who entered the race after losing to U.S. Sen. Patty Murray two years ago. She received a backing from Trump just three days before the primary, marking a unique, though not unprecedented, dual endorsement by the former president. But the backing for Smiley likely came too late to impact many voters in the vote-by-mail state. 
Under the state's primary system, the top two vote-getters in each of the contests advance to the November election, regardless of party. 
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Asked about bear carcass prank, RFK Jr. says he once had a freezer full of roadkill meat
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            Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, arrives at the Albany County Courthouse to fight a lawsuit he falsely claimed to live in New York state, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)
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            Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., right, waves to a group of supporters as he arrives at the Albany County Courthouse to fight a lawsuit he falsely claimed to live in New York state, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)
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            A small group of supporters wait for Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., to arrive at the Albany County Courthouse, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- It wasn't just the dead bear.
Days after Robert F. Kennedy Jr. admitted to taking a bear carcass from the side of the road and placing it in Central Park as a prank a decade ago, he said that has been picking up roadkill his "whole life" and once had a "freezer full of it" at home.
The comment came as the independent presidential candidate was leaving an upstate New York courtroom Wednesday where he had testified in a lawsuit seeking to exclude him from the state's ballot in November.
The trial has focused on whether Kennedy improperly listed a residence in the New York City suburb of Katonah as his home address on his nominating petitions, when he has actually been living in the Los Angeles area since 2014.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: RFK Jr. grilled again about his move to California while listing New York address on ballot petition
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Juniors various fights over his ballot status.

    

But the substance of the trial has been largely overshadowed in recent days by a story, unearthed by The New Yorker, that Kennedy once put a dead bear cub in his car while on a hiking trip, drove around with it for a day, then dumped it in Central Park with a group of friends when he realized he had to catch a flight.

    


In a video posted to social media Sunday, Kennedy told comedian Roseanne Barr that he planned to skin the bear, which was in "very good condition." He continued, saying, "I was going to put the meat in my refrigerator," but did not specify what he intended to do with it.




Speaking to reporters in a hallway after court ended Wednesday, Kennedy was asked whether he picked up other roadkill.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've been picking up roadkill my whole life. I have a freezer full of it," he said, eliciting laughter.
Kennedy campaign spokesperson Stefanie Spear later said by text that he wasn't joking. She said that's how Kennedy -- a falconer who trains ravens -- feeds his birds. She added that he no longer has the 21 cubic foot (0.59 cubic meter) refrigerator, which had been in New York's Westchester County suburbs.

    


On the witness stand, Kennedy was grilled for a second day about where he lives and whether he should be kept off New York's ballot in November.
He testified that his move to California a decade ago was only temporary so he could be with his wife, "Curb Your Enthusiasm" actor Cheryl Hines, and that he always planned to return to New York.
Attorneys representing several New York voters have sought to demonstrate Kennedy is not a New York resident, relying on government documents and even a recent social media video in which Kennedy talks about taming ravens he feeds at his Los Angeles home.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In a testy exchange in the Albany courtroom, attorney Keith Corbett repeatedly asked Kennedy whether moving to California with his family and pets demonstrated his intention to reside in that state.
Kennedy balked at providing a "yes" or "no" answer, saying the reality was more nuanced.
"Do you want a yes or no answer, or do you want the truth?" Kennedy said.
"My intention is to return to New York and that's the only requirement for residency," he said.
Under questioning from his own lawyer, Kennedy said he moved to California out of love for his wife and concern for her career.

    


"I said I would figure out a way to make a living in California until we could move back, and that was our agreement," he said.
He said it was difficult for him to leave New York because he had built his life there.
The residence in question is a room in a home in well-to-do Katonah, about 40 miles (65 kilometers) north of midtown Manhattan. Kennedy testified Wednesday that he has only slept in that room once, citing his constant travel for his campaign.
Shown a photograph of the room, Kennedy acknowledged the furniture and painting in the room are not his, but he said pictures on the nightstand belong to him.
"I think one of them is a photo of me and Mick Jagger," he said.
Kennedy's lawyer, William F. Savino, asked him why he didn't just rent or buy a house in New York in the last 10 years. Kennedy said homeownership is time consuming and expensive.
"It snows a lot here," he said. "The pipes break, the driveway needs to be plowed and all these other burdens that are associated with home ownership."

    


Kennedy, who lived in New York for years before moving to California, noted his father was similarly accused when he ran for a New York Senate seat in 1964 and won. Months before that election, his father, Robert F. Kennedy, rented a home on Long Island.
"He was also accused of not being a New Yorker," he said.
The woman who owns the Katonah property testified Tuesday that Kennedy rents a room for $500 a month, but she acknowledged those payments began in May, a day after a New York Post story questioned the candidate's claim that he lives in New York. Kennedy testified that he thought his assistant had been paying rent for the previous year and that he made sure payments started after the newspaper story.
The lawsuit against Kennedy is backed by Clear Choice PAC, a super PAC led by supporters of Democratic President Joe Biden. A judge is set to decide the outcome without a jury. 

    


Kennedy's campaign has said he has enough signatures to qualify in a majority of states, but his ballot drive has faced challenges and lawsuits in several states, including North Carolina and New Jersey.
___
Associated Press writer Dave Collins in Hartford, Connecticut, contributed. 
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                    FILE - Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald Trump, speaks at a campaign rally, June 6, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)
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                                        The Arizona grand jury that indicted 18 Republican supporters of Donald Trump who falsely claimed he won the state in the 2020 election wanted to consider also charging the former president, but prosecutors urged them not to, according to court documents filed this week.
The court records filed by Democratic Attorney General Kris Mayes' office contain exchanges between prosecutors and the grand jurors, who heard 18 days of testimony.
As grand jurors were considering possible charges, a prosecutor asked them not to indict Trump, citing a U.S. Justice Department policy that limits the prosecution of someone for the same crime twice and making a PowerPoint presentation on that policy. The prosecutor, who isn't identified in the records, also didn't know whether authorities had all the evidence they would need to charge Trump at that time.

    


"I know that may be disappointing to some of you," the prosecutor said. "I understand." 
Ultimately, the grand jury indicted 18 people on forgery, fraud and conspiracy charges, including the 11 Republicans who submitted a document falsely claiming Trump had won Arizona, five lawyers connected to the former president and two former Trump aides.




Although Trump wasn't charged in the Arizona case, the indictment refers to him as an "unindicted coconspirator." The former president is charged in a federal case brought by special counsel Jack Smith with plotting to overturn the 2020 presidential election. Jason Lamm, a former prosecutor who now works as a criminal defense attorney in Phoenix, said Mayes' office isn't bound by U.S. Justice Department policy. "That was a choice, rather than an obligation," said Lamm of prosecutors asking grand jurors not to indict the former president.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lamm, who doesn't represent anyone charged in the case, said even if Trump had been indicted and Mayes' office didn't want to prosecute him, "there would have been alternative means to dispose of the case rather than potentially infringe on the autonomy of the grand jury." The filing by Arizona prosecutors also revealed that they had asked grand jurors not to bring charges against a group of Republican state lawmakers for signing a document that urged then-Vice President Mike Pence to accept the Arizona fake electors' forged electoral college certificates.

    


When grand jurors inquired about charging the 22 sitting Republican lawmakers and eight others who had won election but hadn't yet taken office, the prosecutor expressed caution when talking about proving an intent to defraud by all legislators who signed the document.
Earlier this week, attorney Jenna Ellis signed an agreement with Arizona prosecutors who will dismiss charges against her in exchange for her cooperation. She pleaded guilty in Georgia last year to a felony charge over efforts to overturn Trump's 2020 election loss in that state.
Also, Republican activist Loraine Pellegrino, who signed the document falsely claiming Trump had won Arizona, became the first person to be convicted in the state's fake elector case. Prosecutors say she pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge of filing a false document.

    


The remaining defendants, including former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani and Trump presidential chief of staff Mark Meadows, have pleaded not guilty.
Eleven people who had been nominated to be Arizona's Republican electors had met in Phoenix on Dec. 14, 2020, to sign a certificate saying they were "duly elected and qualified" electors and claimed Trump had carried the state in the 2020 election. President Joe Biden won Arizona by 10,457 votes. A one-minute video of the signing ceremony was posted on social media by the Arizona Republican Party at the time. The document was later sent to Congress and the National Archives, where it was ignored.
Prosecutors in Michigan, Nevada, Georgia and Wisconsin have also filed criminal charges related to the fake electors scheme. Arizona authorities unveiled the felony charges in late April.
The grand jury excerpts were contained in a document in which prosecutors responded to requests by some defendants to dismiss their charges.

    


Defense lawyers argued their clients' actions were based on their constitutionally protected speech rights. They also accused the Attorney General's Office of bias against the defendants.
In their response, prosecutors said grand jurors are independent and have discretion over whether to bring charges against a person.
In one exchange, a grand juror questioned an investigator about whether Mayes or any member of her staff wanted a specific outcome from the investigation. "Absolutely not," the investigator answered.
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            People wave Russian flags during a protest in Kaduna, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Ibrahim)
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            People wave Russian flags during a protest in Kaduna, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Ibrahim)
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            People gather to protest over economic hardship, on a street in Lagos, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            People gather to protest over economic hardship, on a street in Lagos, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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            A man with his dog gather with others to protest over economic hardship, on a street in Lagos, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            People gather to protest over economic hardship, on a street in Lagos, Nigeria, Monday, Aug 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Sunday Alamba)
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Nigerian security forces have detained seven Polish nations, including six students and a lecturer, for allegedly displaying Russian flags during protests against economic hardship in the West African nation, Nigerian and Polish authorities said Wednesday.
The Poles were arrested Monday in the northern Kano state "because of where they were found during the protests and for displaying foreign flags," said Peter Afunanya, a spokesman for the Nigeria secret service, at a meeting of diplomats hosted by Nigeria's foreign affairs ministry in the capital, Abuja.
Afunanya did not say if the Poles being detained were participating in the protests when they were arrested, nor was there any evidence of their involvement presented at the meeting.
The University of Warsaw confirmed those detained were students and a lecturer who were in Nigeria for a study trip organized by the university, according to the Polish state news agency PAP.

    


The students "found themselves in the wrong place at the wrong time," Polish deputy foreign minister Andrzej Szejna told PAP. The Poles were not carrying any flags, Szejna said, but added, "It seems they were taking photos and this had been interpreted in this way."




The Polish foreign affairs ministry said on X that its officials in Nigeria are establishing "the exact circumstances" of the incident with Nigerian authorities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thousands of mostly young Nigerians had poured onto the streets across the country to protest against the country's worst cost-of-living crisis in a generation and against alleged bad governance that has stifled the country's development despite being a top oil producer.
In several northern states, a few protesters were seen waving Russian flags, a trend that until now was only common in Africa in coup-hit countries where pro-Russian sentiments are growing off the back of coups by militaries severing ties with the West.

    


In response to a question by a Polish diplomat about their whereabouts, the Nigerian secret service spokesman said the agency was open to working with Poland on the issue.
"It is not a targeted operation at Polish citizens," Afunanya said, although he didn't elaborate on what steps will be taken next in the case.
The Nigerian secret service had said Monday that it had arrested the tailors sewing the Russian flags as well as those "sponsoring" them.
Analysts have said the trends of waving Russian flags during protests, seen for the first time in Nigeria, could be dangerous, and shows just how far anti-Western and pro-Russian sentiments have grown in parts of Africa.
In one viral video from Kano state, a protester who looked to be in his teenage years held a Russian flag beside a placard that read: "Russia come and help us." Russia has denied any involvement in the use of its flags in the protests.
Nigeria's military chief Christopher Musa said such acts constitute treason, which is punishable by death in the country and is defined by Nigerian laws as any act that among other things "instigate(s) any foreigner to invade Nigeria with an armed force."
---
Associated Press journalist Vanessa Gera in Warsaw, Poland contributed.
____
Follow AP's Africa coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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                    FILE - The Minnesota State Supreme Court is shown, Jan. 10, 2020, in St. Paul, Minn. (AP Photo/Jim Mone, File)
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                                        The Minnesota Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld a 2023 state law that restores voting rights for felons once they have completed their prison sentences. 
The new law was popular with Democrats in the state, including Gov. Tim Walz, who signed it and who is Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate in the presidential race. The timing of the decision is important because early voting for next week's primary election is already underway. Voting for the Nov. 5 general election begins Sept. 20.
The court rejected a challenge from the conservative Minnesota Voters Alliance. A lower court judge had previously thrown out the group's lawsuit after deciding it lacked the legal standing to sue and failed to prove that the Legislature overstepped its authority when it voted to expand voting rights for people who were formerly incarcerated for a felony. The high court agreed.

    


Before the new law, felons had to complete their probation before they could regain their eligibility to vote. An estimated 55,000 people with felony records gained the right to vote as a result. 
Minnesota Democratic Attorney General Keith Ellison had been pushing for the change since he was in the Legislature.




"Democracy is not guaranteed -- it is earned by protecting and expanding it," Ellison said in a statement. "I'm proud restore the vote is definitively the law of the land today more than 20 years after I first proposed it as a state legislator. I encourage all Minnesotans who are eligible to vote to do so and to take full part in our democracy."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Minnesota was among more than a dozen states that considered restoring voting rights for felons in recent years. Advocates for the change argued that disenfranchising them disproportionately affects people of color because of biases in the legal system. An estimated 55,000 Minnesota residents regained the right to vote because of the change.

    


Nebraska officials went the other way and decided last month that residents with felony convictions could still be denied voting rights despite a law passed this year to immediately restore the voting rights of people who have finished serving their felony convictions. That decision by Nebraska's attorney general and secretary of state, both of whom are Republicans, has been challenged in a lawsuit. 
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                    FILE - Rep. George Santos, R-N.Y., waits for the start of a session in the House chamber in Washington, Jan. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)


                

            
    
    
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            PHILIP MARCELO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former U.S. Rep. George Santos is requesting a partially anonymous jury while federal prosecutors are pushing to admit as evidence some of his past campaign lies as the disgraced New York Republican's September fraud trial nears.
Santos' lawyers argued in court filings Tuesday that individual jurors' identities should only be known by the judge, the two sides and their attorneys due to the extraordinary level of media attention around the case and their client. They said the publicity poses "significant risks" to "juror safety, privacy, and impartiality."
Elected in 2022, Santos represented parts of Queens and Long Island, before becoming only the sixth lawmaker in history to be expelled from the U.S. House of Representatives in December. He dropped a longshot bid to return to Congress as an independent in April.
"The extensive and largely negative media coverage, combined with the political nature of the case, creates a substantial risk that jurors could face harassment or intimidation if their identities are known, potentially compromising the fairness of the trial," Santos' lawyers wrote. "Additionally, the mere risk of public ridicule could influence the individual jurors ability to decide Santos' case solely on the facts and law as presented in Court."

    


Spokespersons for U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of New York Breon Peace, whose office is prosecuting the case, declined to comment Wednesday. 




Prosecutors, meanwhile, filed their own requests with the court earlier this month ahead of the Sept. 9 trial. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among other things, they're seeking to admit as evidence some of the lies Santos made during his campaign, including his false claims that he graduated from both New York University and Baruch College, that he'd worked at financial giants Citigroup and Goldman Sachs and that he operated a family-run firm with approximately $80 million in assets, among other financial falsehoods. 

    


They argue that the wholesale fabrications about his background are "inextricably intertwined " with the criminal charges he faces, and would help "establish the defendant's state of mind" at the time. 
Santos is accused of a range of financial crimes, including lying to Congress about his wealth, collecting unemployment benefits while actually working and using campaign contributions to pay for such personal expenses as designer clothing. He has pleaded not guilty
In their 71-page memo to the court filed Aug. 2, prosecutors also seek to preclude Santos from arguing at trial that he is the subject of a "vindictive or selective prosecution," citing his numerous public statements in which he dismissed the case as a "witch hunt."
They argue Santos's claims are "baseless," "entirely irrelevant to the question of his guilt" and would only serve to "inject distracting and prejudicial assertions of improper government motive into the trial."
Peace's office also asked the court to compel Santos to comply with the required pre-trial, document-sharing process known as discovery, noting the government has provided his legal team with more than 1.3 million pages of records while they have produced just five pages. 

    


Santos' lawyers declined to comment on the government's arguments. 
Last month, federal Judge Joanna Seybert turned down Santos' request to dismiss three of the 23 charges he faces. The two sides are due back in federal court in Central Islip on Aug. 13.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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            FILE - Kansas Sen. Dennis Pyle, I-Hiawatha, answers questions from reporters, Aug. 1, 2022, in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)
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            FILE - Then-Kansas Democratic congressional candidate Patrick Schmidt answers questions during an interview with The Associated Press, Oct. 31, 2022, at his campaign headquarters in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)
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            FILE - Kansas Rep. Vic Miller, D-Topeka, is pictured on Dec. 5, 2022, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)
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            FILE - Then-Rep. Nancy Boyda, D-Kan., delivers her concession speech, Nov. 4, 2008, at a Democratic Party watch party in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            FILE - A man walks past the Kansas Statehouse from the north in Downtown Topeka, Kan., on June 17, 2024. Kansas is no longer enforcing a 3-year-old law making it a felony to impersonate election officials. (Evert Nelson/The Topeka Capital-Journal via AP, File)
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            FILE - Kansas Rep. Vic Miller, D-Topeka, is pictured on Dec. 5, 2022, at the Statehouse in Topeka, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File)
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Gov. Laura Kelly and her allies have unseated a fellow Democrat who consistently voted against her in the Kansas Legislature, while GOP voters ousted a lawmaker many Republicans blamed for Kelly's narrow reelection two years ago.
Democratic state Rep. Marvin Robinson, of Kansas City, and Republican state Sen. Dennis Pyle, of Hiawatha, lost in Tuesday's primary as their parties picked nominees for congressional and legislative seats and scores of offices in the state's 105 counties.
"I don't take pleasure in ending somebody's political career," Kelly told reporters Wednesday. "I do take pleasure in the thought of a Legislature that will work together and work with me."
Democrats simplify their goal in legislative races
Robinson's loss could make it easier for Democrats to break the Republicans' supermajorities. There's no GOP candidate in Robinson's district, and had he won, Democrats would have had to pick up an extra House seat to offset his possible votes against Kelly.

    


His break with Kelly and his party's lawmakers became crucial to GOP efforts to enact new abortion restrictions and roll back LGBTQ+ rights over Kelly's vetoes. Republicans and GOP-aligned groups backed Robinson's reelection effort -- one GOP-leaning PAC even produced a mailer favorably linking Robinson to former President Barack Obama to boost his primary chances, the Sunflower State Journal reported. 




Many Democrats worried that Robinson's three primary challengers would split the vote enough for Robinson to win. Kelly's Middle of the Road PAC endorsed Wanda Brownlee Paige, a Kansas City, Kansas, school board member, and she won easily. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Neither Paige nor Robinson responded immediately Wednesday to text or phone messages seeking comment.
Other Kelly-backed legislative candidates also won
The governor's PAC endorsed three other candidates who won their contested Democratic legislative primaries: veteran state Sens. Marci Francisco, of Lawrence, and David Haley, of Kansas City, and Patrick Schmidt, a former Navy intelligence officer running in Topeka for an open Senate seat.

    


Schmidt's main opponent was House Minority Leader Vic Miller, who differed this year with Kelly on tax cuts and backed measures she vetoed. Schmidt raised more than $176,000, four times as much as Miller.
Kelly's break with Miller was telegraphed in May, when Kelly's chief of staff and the chief of staff for the Senate's Democratic leader met with Schmidt at a local chili parlor. They were observed leaving by an Associated Press correspondent and a Topeka Capital-Journal reporter having lunch there. 
A conservative who clashed with GOP leaders loses

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Pyle angered Republican leaders in 2022 when he temporarily left the party to run for governor as an independent against Kelly and the GOP nominee, then-Attorney General Derek Schmidt. 
Pyle's official total of about 20,000 votes was about 1,800 shy of the margin between Kelly and her Republican foe, but GOP leaders said Pyle changed the cast of the race. He said Republicans fielded a weak nominee.
Pyle already had lost committee assignments in the Senate in a clash with President Ty Masterson over redistricting in 2022, and he later found himself reassigned a tiny office in the Statehouse basement. He returned to the GOP but faced two primary opponents, state Rep. John Eplee, of Atchison, and Craig Bowser, a state information security officer with a farm in Holton. Bowser won, and there is no Democratic candidate for the seat. 

    


Pyle declined to comment. Bowser said he thinks voters were ready for fresh ideas.
"We worked extremely hard and had meaningful conversations with voters about taxes, the border crisis, and healthcare in Kansas," he said in an email. 
Democrats show unity after a tight congressional race
Former U.S. Rep. Nancy Boyda, this year's Democratic nominee in the 2nd Congressional District of eastern Kansas, on Wednesday attributed her narrow victory to voters' desire for "an independent and moderate woman." She was the last Democrat to hold the seat, in 2007 and 2008. 
Boyda positioned herself to the political center, riling some party activists. 
"That's the only chance that we have, against a very viable opponent," she said in an interview. The GOP nominee is Derek Schmidt, the former Kansas attorney general.

    


But Boyda praised her primary opponent, Matt Kleinmann, a community health advocate who was a member of the 2008 national champion University of Kansas men's basketball team. Boyda said Kleinmann's challenge helped her get her message out, and there wouldn't have been any candidate forums without it.
"He's a very good candidate, and I really hope to see his name on some ballot soon," Boyda said.
Kleinmann pledged his support for Boyda in a statement. 
"Our work does not end here," he said. "We must continue to fight for affordable housing, better healthcare, and a fair economy that works for everyone."
Other notes on the Kansas primary
Kelly became chair of the Democratic Governors Association on Wednesday, elevated from vice president when Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz stepped down to become Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate in the presidential race.

    


As of Wednesday morning, 318,728 ballots had been counted, equal to 16.1% of the state's nearly 2 million registered voters, according to the Kansas secretary of state's office. 
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                    FILE - Georgia Superintendent of Schools Richard Woods speaks to reporters at a meeting sponsored by the Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education, Jan. 5, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jeff Amy, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia's Superintendent of Schools Richard Woods now says school districts may teach a new Advanced Placement course in African American Studies after all, now that Georgia's attorney general said the state's law against teaching divisive racial concepts specifically exempts such college-level courses.
Woods said Wednesday that a letter from Attorney General Chris Carr to a Republican state lawmaker "completed the clarification process" for him. Woods had cited the law in refusing to recommend the course be added to the state's course catalog.
Woods, an elected Republican, said the state will now consider all AP and similar college-level courses to be automatically adopted. This means that after weeks of controversy, Woods won't have to recommend the African American studies course be officially adopted, and members of the state Board of Education won't have to vote on the question.

    


"In compliance with this opinion, the AP African American Studies course will be added to the state-funded course catalog effective immediately," Woods said, although he said there would be a disclaimer saying the state hadn't reviewed the material.




Attorney General Chris Carr, a Republican, confirmed Friday in a letter to state Rep. Will Wade that Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and dual-enrollment courses are explicitly exempted from the law, which Wade and other critics of Woods' decision had pointed out. Wade, a Dawsonville Republican, wrote the 2022 measure.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm excited that students who want to seek challenging and rigorous courses will have the ability to do so," Wade said Wednesday.
Woods' evolving positions on the question led some districts to drop their plans to teach it without formal state approval. A lack of state approval could influence state funding and the credit students get when applying for college scholarships. 

    


Woods also faced pointed questions from Republican Gov. Brian Kemp, but the most withering fire came from Democrats and others who called it a racist attempt to keep public schools from teaching the full history of African Americans.
"Big picture, I am glad we have finally gotten to this point, even if the journey was long, convoluted and consequential," said state Rep. Jasmine Clark, a Lilburn Democrat. But she said Woods had still done damage. "The disparate treatment of a course of study about Black history and the message it sent to Black students and families is still disheartening."
The Advanced Placement course drew national scrutiny in 2023 when Florida's Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis said he would ban the course. South Carolina followed this June, refusing state approval while saying that individual districts could still offer it.
The College Board is a nonprofit testing entity that offers Advanced Placement courses across the academic spectrum. Students who score well on an exam can usually earn college credit. The board has said the course is based on academic scholarship and doesn't seek to indoctrinate students.

    


Carr's letter notes that the law requires teachers to instruct "in a professionally and academically appropriate manner and without espousing personal political beliefs." But other than that, he noted the law's text specifically exempts AP courses.
"Other than those limitations, the statutory language as enacted excludes advanced placement, international baccalaureate and dual enrollment coursework by its express terms," Carr wrote.
Woods had been saying that districts could teach the AP material and get state money by listing it as an introductory African American studies course approved by the state in 2020. Woods took that position after earlier saying districts would have to teach the course using only local tax money. But he also declared that he believed the course was illegal and that districts could expose themselves to legal challenges by using the introductory course to teach the AP material.
Georgia's 2022 ban on teaching divisive racial concepts in schools, based on a now-repealed executive order from former President Donald Trump, prohibits claims that the U.S. is "fundamentally or systematically racist." It mandates that no student "should feel discomfort, guilt, anguish, or any other form of psychological distress because of his or her race." So far, 18 states have passed such bans.

    


Opponents of the divisive concepts law said the episode proves how harmful it is. Andrea Young, the executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Georgia, said other public school students who don't take AP courses "should also have access to robust, accurate curricula without politically-driven interference."
Woods, who is white, said he was particularly concerned about how the course presents the concept of intersectionality. That's a framework for understanding the effects of overlapping systems of discrimination or disadvantage. For example, Black women may face compounding disadvantages because of their race and gender. Intersectionality is one of 74 required topics in the course.

    


The Atlanta, DeKalb County and Cobb County school districts have all said they will offer the course in some high schools with or without Woods' approval. Gwinnett County, the state's largest district, had said it wouldn't offer it. After Woods' ruling Wednesday, Gwinnett County said its six high schools that had planned to teach the course would try to readjust schedules to allow the course to go ahead. School started Monday in Gwinnett County.
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            Jeffrey Vappie, center, a former police bodyguard for New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell, walks into federal court in New Orleans, Wednesday Aug., 7, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            FILE - New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell speaks at police headquarters, Feb. 2, 2022, in New Orleans. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP, File)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A former police bodyguard for New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell pleaded not guilty Wednesday to federal charges that he filed fraudulent payroll documents and made false statements about an alleged romantic relationship with Cantrell. 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Donna Currault allowed Jeffrey Vappie to remain free without bail. She ordered Vappie not to discuss his case with Cantrell. But she stopped short of granting a request from Assistant U.S. Attorney Jordan Ginsburg that Vappie have no contact with Cantrell while the case is pending. 
Defense attorney Shaun Clarke had objected strenuously to the prosecution motion, repeatedly referring to Vappie and Cantrell as friends. 
"He's standing here, indicted, because the government has criminalized his friendship with Ms. Cantrell," Clarke told Currault. 
Currault didn't rule out further restrictions on Vappie's contact with the mayor but delayed a final decision pending further court arguments. 

    


Charges against Vappie include seven counts of wire fraud. The July 19 indictment cites a series of payroll deposits into Vappie's bank account for time he claimed to be working as a member of the police department's "executive protection unit" when, prosecutors allege, he was off duty. 




There is also a single count of making false statements, alleging he lied to the FBI about his "romantic and physical" relationship with Cantrell. Such a relationship would have violated police department policy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cantrell, New Orleans' first female mayor, has declined to comment on the case but has in the past denied a romantic relationship with Vappie. The Democratic mayor is identified in the indictment only as Public Official 1 who was elected mayor in November 2017 and again four years later -- coinciding with dates Cantrell was elected.
No charges have been filed against Cantrell, but she faces related litigation in an unfolding scandal that has dogged her for much of her second term, which began in January 2022. 

    


A woman who photographed Cantrell and Vappie together at a French Quarter restaurant in April has sued Cantrell for defamation. Cantrell had accused the woman, a Quarter resident who photographed the two from her apartment balcony, of stalking her. 
A state judge threw out the stalking lawsuit and the woman filed a lawsuit against Cantrell and several police officers alleging that they improperly accessed state and federal databases seeking information on the woman.
___
The date of Vappie's indictment has been corrected to July 19.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/new-orleans-mayor-cantrell-bodyguard-indictment-a4f05c399641a4abcdec579afb35dda6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Vance tries to catch up with Harris as the pair land in same Wisconsin airport | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Vance jokes he's checking out his future VP plane while overlapping with Harris at Wisconsin airport

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance tries to catch up with Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris and her running mate Tim Walz as they used the same Wisconsin airport
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, walks back from looking at Air Force Two at Chippewa Valley Regional Airport, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Eau Claire, Wis. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        EAU CLAIRE, Wis. (AP) -- Republican vice presidential nominee JD Vance said he had a "bit of fun" Wednesday trying to catch up with Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris on an airport tarmac the two shared as part of dueling campaign travels.
"I just wanted to check out my future plane," he joked with reporters after walking off former President Donald Trump's campaign plane and walking straight over to Air Force Two, which had landed with the vice president and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
"I also wanted to go say hello to the vice president and ask her why she refuse to answer questions from the media," Vance said, jabbing at Harris for not having conducted an extended interview or full press conference since she began her campaign July 21 after President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid. "I at least have enough respect for you all and for the American people to come and talk to you and answer questions."

    


Vance, a U.S. senator from Ohio, said he was not able to speak to Harris.
It's not unheard of during a general election campaign for opposing candidates to cross paths as they travel, especially given the compressed map that limits much of the campaign activity to a relative few states that will determine the Electoral College winner. 




"I had a little bit of fun," Vance said. "I don't think the vice president waved at me as she drove away."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The senator campaigned in Wisconsin on Wednesday as a counter to Harris and Walz, who are continuing a multiday tour of battleground states that began Tuesday in Philadelphia with the first joint rally after the vice president announced Walz as her running mate.
Vance, continuing his jocular jabbing, said he'd be more than willing to debate Harris on Aug. 13 "if she'd like to do a debate with me." That was a matchup scheduled before Biden stepped down, meaning it would have put Vance and Harris on the same stage as vice presidential rivals.
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                    This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Egypt's Civil Aviation Ministry said Wednesday it has ordered Egyptian airlines to avoid Iranian airspace for three hours the following day after a notice from Tehran to do so because of military exercises.
The warning comes amid soaring tensions in the region following last week's assassination of Hamas' leader in Tehran. The Egyptian ministry said the warning came in a notice sent by Iran to all commercial airlines. 
The ministry said the ban from Iranian airspace was to last for three hours, 4:30 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. on Thursday. Iran's warning also covered three hours earlier on Wednesday, the ministry added.
Speaking to Iran's ISNA news agency, the head of Iran's international airport in Tehran, Saeed Chalandari, denied reports of a warning against entering the airspace of western Iran, but it was not clear if that applied to the entire country. 

    


Israel has been bracing for an attack by Iran and its allied militias over the assassinations in Tehran of Hamas' top leader Ismail Haniyeh and a senior Hezbollah commander in Beirut.
Iran and Hamas have blamed Israel for the July 31 explosion in Tehran that killed Haniyeh. Israel has neither confirmed nor denied responsibility.
The escalation prompted many international carriers to suspend flights to Lebanon, Israel and Iran. 
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FBI: California woman brought sword, whip and other weapons into Capitol during Jan. 6 riot
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                    This image from video from the Justice Department in the statement of facts supporting an arrest warrant, and annotated by the source, shows Kennedy Lindsey entering the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. (Justice Department via AP)
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                                        A California woman is charged with taking a cache of weapons, including a sword, a steel whip and a knife into the U.S. Capitol during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack by a mob of Donald Trump supporters, according to court records unsealed Wednesday. 
Kennedy Lindsey had a short sword, a steel tactical whip, a collapsible baton, pepper spray, a butterfly knife and a flashlight taser in her possession when a U.S. Secret Service officer searched her backpack, according to an FBI affidavit.
Lindsey was arrested in Los Angeles last month on charges including disorderly conduct and possession of a dangerous weapon in a Capitol building.
More than 1,400 people have been charged with Capitol riot-related federal crimes. Rioters were armed with an array of weapons on Jan. 6, including firearms, knives and stun guns. Many others used items like flagpoles and broken pieces of office furniture as makeshift weapons during the siege.

    


Lindsey was charged with a woman who flew with her from California to Washington, D.C. Lindsey bought plane tickets for both of them after then-President Donald Trump announced that there would be a "wild" protest there on Jan. 6. Lindsey posted on social media that she was going because "boss man called for us to be there."




After attending Trump's "Stop the Steal" rally near the White House, the two women rode to the Capitol on the back of a golf cart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Everyone is storming the building, folks," Lindsey said on a self-recorded video, according to the affidavit. "We must do this as patriots. It says so in the Constitution."
Lindsey, who wore a red "Make America Great Again" hat and a tactical vest, entered the Capitol through a broken window, the FBI said. The Secret Service officer who approached Lindsey had seen the sword strapped to her leg, according to the affidavit.
Lindsey later told the FBI that she had retrieved the backpack from her hotel room after attending Trump's speech. She described her confiscated weapons as "tools" and acknowledged that they were in her backpack when she entered the Capitol, the affidavit says.
Lindsey was released from custody after her July 28 arrest.
Lindsey didn't immediately respond to a text message seeking comment. An attorney who represented Lindsey at her initial court appearance didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment.
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Kelsea Ballerini announces new album, 'Patterns.' It isn't what you'd expect: 'I'm team no rules'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Kelsea Ballerini is preparing to release her fifth studio album, called "Patterns," this fall and people expecting a "happy-go-lucky," lovey-dovey album from an artist in a new relationship may find more complication. (Aug. 8)
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            This cover image released by Black River Entertainment shows "Patterns" by Kelsea Ballerini. (Black River Entertainment via AP)
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                                    This cover image released by Black River Entertainment shows "Patterns" by Kelsea Ballerini. (Black River Entertainment via AP)
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            FILE - Kelsea Ballerini arrives at the MTV Video Music Awards on Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, at the Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Kelsea Ballerini performs during CMA Fest in Nashville, Tenn., on June 7, 2024. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Kelsea Ballerini is beaming. It's not a nervous smile, though she admits to feeling scared. She's been hard at work at her fifth full-length album, "Patterns," and on Oct. 25 the world is finally going to hear it -- hear her, in a collection of songs she describes as an "accurate snapshot" of her life. And lately, people have been curious. The story they're going to get, she assures, is not the one they're anticipating.
"I think that people probably expect this really happy-go-lucky, love, mushy, gushy record from me. That's not the case," she tells The Associated Press. "And I'm really proud of that. It would have been easy to, I think, just collect the really beautiful parts of my life that I've dusted off and found the last couple of years. But that's not the fullness of my experience."
She's referring, in some ways, to 2023's super-successful "Rolling Up the Welcome Mat," an EP and short film that told the story of the dissolution of a marriage, a not too-thinly-veiled reference to her own life, where, in 2022, Ballerini found herself divorced from Australian country singer Morgan Evans. These days, she's partnered with "Outer Banks" star Chase Stokes, a relationship the public has fallen in love with. But her love life is not the sole heart of "Patterns."

    


"There's a lot of narrative of learning how to go from fighting with something or with someone, to fighting for something or for someone. And there's a lot of that journey for the whole record," she says.


Unlike "Rolling Up the Welcome Mat," which she describes as a reflective release, "Patterns" is active and in the moment. "The heartbeat" of the album is about "analyzing yourself and the people that you love the most in order to grow."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That comes across in the previously released track "Cowboys Cry Too," featuring Noah Kahan -- the only collaboration on the album and an empathic look at toxic masculinity from a female perspective -- and the new single "Sorry Mom," out Friday. It is a swaying, guitar-pop confessional with intergenerational appeal, and it will no doubt strike a chord.

    


"It's an intimate song," she says. "The first line is, 'Sorry, mom, I smelled like cigarettes.' You know, it's the things that your mom doesn't really want to hear. But then you get to the chorus and the meat of it and the heart of it, and it's a letter of thanks to my mom for raising me the way she did."
"Sorry Mom" is one of many love songs on the album: Like "Cowboys," which was written for the men in her life, or a lush song of self-preservation and celebration called "First Rodeo," that's romantic in theme. These are the kind of songs that can be realized in a safe writing and recording environment.
To make "Patterns," Ballerini enlisted an all-woman team. She co-produced and co-wrote the album with Alysa Vanderheym, and also worked with songwriters Jessie Jo Dillon, Little Big Town's Karen Fairchild and Hillary Lindsey. "I've never felt so safe making an album before, top to bottom. There was more pressure on this record just because of all the ears and eyeballs that 'Welcome Mat' got," Ballerini says. "And so, I wanted to safely make this one where I didn't feel the pressure from the inside."

    


They went on writing retreats together, and the process "produced something that felt streamlined without feeling too monotonous, and something that naturally has a lot of warmth and empathy and heart," she says. "Because that's what we do as women."
That level of comfortability allowed for exciting experimentation as well. Ballerini is a country musician, through-and-through, but she has is unafraid to take genre-bending risks, particularly on this album. "To me, what makes me undoubtedly country is my storytelling and my songwriting. And that will never waver or change. But, per usual, I didn't overthink whether there was a banjo or a beat drop. And there are both on this record, as there have been on my other ones," she says. "I think lyrically and content wise, I really just was team no rules. Nothing's off limits."

    


There are lighter songs here, and darker ones, self-discovery and insecurity, as well as different geographies. New York and South Carolina are characters, Ballerini exploring her "hair down human me and the more dressed up, nervous, outward facing me," she says. 
"It's my job to make a record that has something for everyone. But that comes from making a record that's true to me, and that's what I did," she concludes. "And so, I just hope people feel something," while listening. "Whatever it is."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kelsea-ballerini-album-patterns-sorry-mom-0bd6ab2846d791638d32544dab035749



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    With a new life and fresh ideas, Sandra Lee makes a TV comeback with a Netflix food competition show | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



With a new life and fresh ideas, Sandra Lee makes a TV comeback with a Netflix food competition show

    With a new life and fresh ideas, Sandra Lee makes a TV comeback with a Netflix food competition show

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            This image released by Netflix shows judge Sandra Lee in a scene from the baking competition series "Blue Ribbon Baking Championship." (Netflix via AP)
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                                        Corn dogs, funnel cakes and fried Oreos may come to mind when you think of state fair food, but fairgrounds are also the place where bakers test out their creations by entering competitions.
The sense of community and creativity found at state and county fairs is especially meaningful to Sandra Lee, a cookbook author and TV personality known for the Food Network shows "Semi-Homemade Cooking" and "Sandra's Money Saving Meals." Lee won a blue ribbon at the Los Angeles County Fair in 1992 for display and design. (Her TV shows also featured segments with tablescape and arts and craft ideas inspired by each meal, so it tracks.) Next, she's taking state fairs to a global streaming audience with "Blue Ribbon Baking Championship," out Friday on Netflix.
On the show, 10 talented pastry chefs compete in bake offs for a blue ribbon prize and a shot at $100,000. Lee co-hosts with "American Pie" actor Jason Biggs, who she says is a talented baker: "He's got a banana bread recipe that is unbelievable." She's also a judge alongside former White House pastry chef, Bill Yosses, and award-winning baker, Bryan Ford.

    


The venture is a part of Lee's new chapter both professionally and personally. She battled breast cancer in 2015 and ended a 14-year relationship with former New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo in 2019. Lee's beloved uncle Bill was battling cancer himself at that time and she moved from New York to California during COVID-19 to help him. 




"I really cleaned house of my life over the last decade, which was extremely painful and very hard to do," said Lee over Zoom from her Malibu home. "I'm finding peace now with my decisions and with my new life. Part of my new life is coming back to television, hopefully wiser, and back to business hopefully even better than ever."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a Q&A, Lee tells The Associated Press about starting over, her new show and Christmas trees. Answers are shortened for length and clarity.

    


---
AP: You seem to be at a really great place where you have ideas and you're ready for what's ahead. 
LEE: I took enough time off to really replenish myself and to really think about what I wanted to do. When I was coming out of being sick in 2015, it really made me focus on what I want to accomplish. And, for me, work has always been extremely important. There's things on my career bucket list to get done. One of them is "Blue Ribbon Baking Championship."
AP: What are the others?
LEE: I have an idea for a show that will change daytime television. That's my heartstring and it's a big deal. The other one is with a character that I launched on "Today" with Jenna Bush. Her name is Aunt Sandy Clause, which is what my niece and nephews call me. During COVID, I wrote a ton of content, so I have a lot of TV show (ideas.) I would love to do a reality show based on real estate and home staging. My sister has a huge real estate and staging business in Seattle. I want to go up there and do a family reality show.
AP: Besides its premise, what makes "Blue Ribbon Baking Championship" different than other cooking competition shows?

    


LEE: The comradery and sense of family among the contestants. They lifted each other up. Many of the bakers would actually leave their station and go help the other one. I don't think the world sees who we really are as Americans. They hear the politics and they hear the kerfuffle in the news. I think that it's going to be kind of amazing for viewers from other countries to get to watch us and to get to see what our fairs look like and our lifestyle and how kind people are. And -- unlike other competitive shows -- we shoot in real time. There was no stop and pick up the next day. We were shooting an 18-hour day. There was no cool off time or swap outs.
AP: What's your first love? Cooking? Baking? Entrepreneurship?
LEE: My first love is cake decorating. When kids were playing with dolls, I was playing with powdered sugar and Wilton icing tips. When most kids were looking at Teen Beat, I was getting cake decorating books.
AP: What do you do in your spare time?

    


LEE: I antique a lot. I'm a huge antique collector. I also go to stores to see how others shop. I can see things differently than most people walking up an aisle. I can stand back and scan a room and I can see where the voids are. I can see what's needed. I can calculate what's missing and how to fix it.
AP: That must help in business.
LEE: It's very helpful. There's always the challenge of people saying no, like with "Semi-Homemade," everybody said, "No, it won't work." I go, "I'm telling you it's going to work." Finally, I had to write two books to even get the show. And the show was No. 1 for like five years. I went to them and I said, "We've got to do a show called 'Money Saving Meals.'" They said, "No one wants to save money on food." So I called my publisher. I go, "I want to do a new book and I want to call it 'Money Saving Meals.'" And they go, "Great." We had it on the shelf within a couple months. The Food Network saw it, and called me back. They're like, "Oh my gosh, we need a show called 'Money Saving Meals.'"

    


AP: Let's jump ahead to the holidays. How many Christmas trees do you put up?
LEE: It depends on how many rooms I have in the house. I like to put one in every room. There's certainly something in every single room of my house.
AP: Do you stick to a theme or is each tree different?
LEE: If you're decorating your rooms differently, and most people do, then I think that trees should represent those rooms. I don't go over the top, unless you think that toilet paper with Santas on it is over the top, which I don't.
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                    Fans of Taylor Swift are devastated by the cancellations of three sold-out "Eras Tour" shows in Austria after authorities foiled an apparent plot for an attack in Vienna. (Aug. 8)
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            Concert organizer and fans react to Swift cancellations

        
        
            Fans of Taylor Swift are devastated by the cancellations of three sold-out "Eras Tour" shows in Austria after authorities foiled an apparent plot for an attack in Vienna. (Aug. 8)
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Fans of Taylor Swift are devastated by the cancellations of three sold-out "Eras Tour" shows in Austria after authorities foiled an apparent plot for an attack in Vienna. (Aug. 8)
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            Organizers cancel Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna over fears of an attack

        
        
            Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts as part of her Eras Tour.
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            Authorities foil plot to attack Taylor Swift concerts

        
        
            No other suspects are being sought after two were arrested in a foiled plot to attack now-cancelled Taylor Swift shows in Austria, Interior Minister Gerhard Karner said Thursday in Vienna. (Aug. 8)
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            Swifts trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            A dog is decorated with bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties fix bracelets on a tree in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Jenny from Vienna trades bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Outside view of the Ernst Happel stadium in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Austrian police officers watch swifts gathering in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties trade bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            An Austrian police officer is decorated with bracelets in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties fix bracelets on a tree in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties gather and sing in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            A person wears a purple head as Swifties gather in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties fix bracelets on a tree in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties gather and sing in the city centre in Vienna on Thursday, Aug.8, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Pricey tickets for sold-out Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna. Hundreds of euros, if not more, dropped on flights and hotels. Tens of thousands of Swifties, bedecked in homemade friendship bracelets, devastated by the cancellations of three Eras Tour shows in Austria after authorities foiled an apparent attack plot. 
Austrian security officials said two young men wanted to commit an attack outside the stadium, killing as many people as possible using knives or self-made explosives. 
Concert organizers said they they expected up to 65,000 fans inside Ernst Happel Stadium at each concert and as many as 30,000 onlookers outside, where authorities said the suspects planned to strike. 
The venue sat empty Thursday morning aside from media filming outside. But later in the day on Corneliusgasse -- a small street just 5 kilometers (3 miles) from the stadium -- fans flocked to trade friendship bracelets and commiserate about the cancellations. The beaded bracelets, typically bearing Swift's song titles or popular phrases, are usually swapped at concerts with strangers.

    


The fans gathered on Corneliusgasse specifically because the street name echoes "Cornelia Street," the name of a contemplative synth-pop track from Swift's 2019 album, "Lover." 




The title refers to a street in New York City's Greenwich Village, where Swift rented a luxury apartment in 2016 and fans now visit to take selfies. "And I hope I never lose you, hope it never ends," she sings in the song's chorus. "I'd never walk Cornelia Street again."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Swift has not spoken publicly about the plot or canceled shows. "Taylor Nation," a verified Instagram page widely believed to be run by her team, re-posted the announcement from concert organizer Barracuda Music in a "story," which is only visible for 24 hours. Her main account has not posted anything.
Both suspects appeared to be inspired by the Islamic State group and al-Qaida, authorities said. The main suspect, aged 19, had also posted an oath of allegiance online to the current leader of the Islamic State group, authorities said. The suspects' names were not released in line with Austrian privacy rules.

    


The news rattled the superstar's fans, many of whom took to social media to express their devastation at missing out. 
Others, however, begged online for tickets to Swift's next shows. She is expected to perform at London's Wembley stadium in five concerts between Aug. 15 and 20 to close the European leg of her record-setting Eras Tour.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan said officials have learned lessons from a 2017 attack during an Ariana Grande concert at northwest England's Manchester Arena in which a suicide bomber killed 22 people. Khan said Thursday that this month's Swift shows will go on.
Karoline Pedersen of Norway planned to go to a London concert -- she already saw Swift in May at a Sweden show -- but now has second thoughts even though police there say the Austrian plot has no link to the U.K.
"It is not pleasant to have to look over one's shoulder. It angers me that a concert like this, where millions of girls have said they actually feel safe, should be turned into a place of fear," Pedersen told NRK. 

    


Some North American fans have traveled abroad in "tour tourism," a pattern that emerged during Beyonce's Renaissance world tour. The phenomenon occurred when fans noticed that tighter restrictions on ticket fees and resales in Europe made it no more costly -- and potentially cheaper -- to see Swift perform abroad rather than closer to home. 
Andrew Strauss and his mother, Alison Strauss, heard about the plot Wednesday while sipping wine at a New Jersey airport bar. Suddenly, the 34-year-old's cellphone "started blowing up.''
"I was like, 'wait, why are all these people texting me broken heart emojis?''' he told The Associated Press from Vienna on Thursday. "And then I went on Twitter and I looked at my mom and I was like, 'I think the concert is canceled.' "
The pair were on a direct flight to Austria and "you could see it, like, ripple through people finding out," he said. 

    


While he has already seen Swift in concert, his mother has not. The show was the start of a European vacation with other family members so they decided to stay in Vienna anyway.
"I actually want to write to her and tell her: 'This was a great mother-son event. Can you get me tickets in the U.S. for one of the concerts?'" Alison Strauss, 62, said.
The pair said they still support Swift and believe the concert organizers made the correct decision.
"It's not in her nature to put anybody in danger,'' Alison Strauss said. "And to play three sold-out concerts is probably way too much to risk."
------
Dazio reported from Berlin and Kirka reported from London. Associated Press writers Geir Moulson and Kirsten Grieshaber in Berlin; Jan M. Olsen in Copenhagen, Denmark; and Maria Sherman in New York contributed to this report.
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            Bob Odenkirk, from left, Kieran Culkin and Bill Burr will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)
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            Bob Odenkirk appears at the premiere of the series "Lucky Hank" in West Hollywood, Calif., on March 15, 2023, left, Kieran Culkin appears at the premiere of HBO's "Succession" season four in New York on March 20, 2023, center, and Bill Burr appears at the premiere of "Blonde" in Los Angeles on Sept. 13, 2022. The trio will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        New 'Glengarry Glen Ross' on Broadway attracts Kieran Culkin, Bob Odenkirk and Bill Burr

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Bob Odenkirk, from left, Kieran Culkin and Bill Burr will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Bob Odenkirk, from left, Kieran Culkin and Bill Burr will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Bob Odenkirk appears at the premiere of the series "Lucky Hank" in West Hollywood, Calif., on March 15, 2023, left, Kieran Culkin appears at the premiere of HBO's "Succession" season four in New York on March 20, 2023, center, and Bill Burr appears at the premiere of "Blonde" in Los Angeles on Sept. 13, 2022. The trio will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Bob Odenkirk appears at the premiere of the series "Lucky Hank" in West Hollywood, Calif., on March 15, 2023, left, Kieran Culkin appears at the premiere of HBO's "Succession" season four in New York on March 20, 2023, center, and Bill Burr appears at the premiere of "Blonde" in Los Angeles on Sept. 13, 2022. The trio will star in the revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" slated for Broadway. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            MARK KENNEDY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A revival of the cutthroat business play "Glengarry Glen Ross" is slated for Broadway this spring -- cast with a star from "Succession," a TV show about cutthroat business.
Kieran Culkin will join "Better Call Saul" star Bob Odenkirk and comedian Bill Burr in a new production of an examination of two days in the lives of four desperate Chicago real estate salesmen. The production is set to open on Broadway in the spring of 2025. 
Culkin is the latest "Succession" star to make their way to Broadway after Jeremy Strong appeared in a revival of "An Enemy of the People" this year. Sarah Snook, who played Shiv Roy, is expected to bring her one-woman production of "The Picture of Dorian Gray" to Broadway in 2025. 
David Mamet's "Glengarry Glen Ross," is drenched in testosterone and verbal trickery, dealing with Florida real estate and the horrible desperation in offices. Patrick Marber will direct the new production
This will be the third revival of the play on Broadway. It's previously attracted the likes of Al Pacino, Bobby Cannavale, David Harbour, Alan Alda, Liev Schreiber and Joe Mantegna. A movie version starred Jack Lemmon and Alec Baldwin.
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Steve Martin turns down Tim Walz impersonation role on 'SNL,' dashing internet's casting hopes
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                    FILE - Steve Martin arrives at the 2015 Vanity Fair Oscar Party, Feb. 22, 2015, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Steve Martin's next role will not be the Midwestern politician the internet hoped he'd portray.
With Maya Rudolph's wildly popular impression of Kamala Harris on "Saturday Night Live," fans clamored to see who the late-night comedy show would pick to play Harris' new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
With similar hairstyles and their signature glasses, many fans quickly drew comparisons between Walz and Martin, who's been a frequent "SNL" guest but never a formal cast member.
The Los Angeles Times reported Wednesday that "SNL" producer Lorne Michaels called Martin to offer him the role on the upcoming 50th season, premiering Sept. 28, which he declined.
"I wanted to say no and, by the way, he wanted me to say no," Martin said. "I said, 'Lorne, I'm not an impressionist. You need someone who can really nail the guy.' I was picked because I have gray hair and glasses."

    


Although Martin initially leaned into the fun, writing on social platform Threads that he "just learned that Tim Walz wants to go on the road with Marty Short," he also noted the impression comes with a long-term commitment of performing on the show.


"It's ongoing," Martin told the Times. "It's not like you do it once and get applause and never do it again. Again, they need a real impressionist to do that. They're gonna find somebody really, really good. I'd be struggling."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rudolph, for her part, will reportedly reprise her Emmy-winning role on the show as Kamala Harris, and she seems to understand the undertaking. Deadline reported that Rudolph pushed the shooting schedule for the comedy series "Loot" from August to January to accommodate playing the role through the election season. Rudolph executive produces and stars in the series.
The "Bridesmaids" actor first played "America's funt" - or "fun aunt" - on "SNL" in 2019 when Harris was running for president and continued with the role after she was announced as Joe Biden's running mate.
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Man accused of sending his 17-year-old son to rob and kill rapper PnB Rock convicted of murder
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                    FILE - Philadelphia rapper PnB Rock performs at the 2018 Firefly Music Festival in Dover, Del., June 16, 2018. (Photo by Owen Sweeney/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        COMPTON, Calif. (AP) -- A Los Angeles County jury on Wednesday found a man guilty of sending his 17-year-old son to kill rapper PnB Rock. 
After deliberating for about four hours, jurors convicted Freddie Trone, 42, of one count of murder, two counts of robbery and one count of conspiracy to commit robbery. 
Both sides at the two-week trial agreed that the teen walked into Roscoe's Chicken and Waffles in South Los Angeles in September of 2022 and shot the Philadelphia hip-hop star while robbing him of his jewelry as he ate with the mother of his 4-year-old daughter. 
The prosecution said he was acting on his father's orders while the defense said Trone was only an accessory after the fact. 
The now-19-year-old was charged with murder but is in the custody of the juvenile system and a judge has found that he is not currently competent to stand trial. 

    


The Associated Press does not typically name minors who are accused of crimes.
Another man, Tremont Jones, was found guilty Wednesday of two counts of robbery and one count of conspiracy. Jones was not charged with murder.
David Haas, Jones' lawyer, said he plans to appeal, while Trone's lawyer, Winston McKesson, said he plans to file a motion for a new trial. 
"There was no evidence produced that he conspired to commit murder," McKesson told The Associated Press after the verdict. "There's no evidence there was a conversation about murder, no evidence there was a conversation about a gun."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He added, "There is no evidence he gave his son a gun, and no evidence he told him to shoot the guy. The only evidence the jury found is that he dropped him off and picked him up."
PnB Rock, the Philadelphia rapper whose legal name is Rakim Allen, was best known for his 2016 hit "Selfish" and for guest appearances on other artists' songs such as YFN Lucci's "Everyday We Lit" and Ed Sheeran's "Cross Me" with Chance the Rapper. He was 30. 

    


The defense made the rare and risky move of putting Trone on the stand, where he vehemently denied any part in prompting the killing.
"I never had nothing to do with it," Trone testified Monday. "I wasn't there. I didn't tell nobody to do nothing. I didn't hand nobody no gun." 
Trone acknowledged on the stand that the crimes were "heinous" and that his son was "dangerous." 
Deputy District Attorney Timothy Richardson seized on both during his closing argument, saying, "But you send your 17-year-old son with knowledge of the problems he possesses to do this?" 
Richardson emphasized to jurors that a non-shooter can be guilty of felony murder when they are a "major participant" who acted with "reckless indifference to human life." 
Video showed Trone in the parking lot of the restaurant about 30 minutes before the killing. Trone testified that he had reason to be there because he was drumming up business for his nearby beauty shop.
Richardson showed a surveillance image of Jones fist-bumping Allen, whose arm had valuable pieces of jewelry on it. Prosecutors said Jones then tipped Trone off to the rapper's presence, and his jewelry. 
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Rapper Nelly is arrested and accused of having illegal drugs. His lawyer says the case will die

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Nelly has been arrested and accused of having illegal drugs at a casino near St. Louis. (Aug. 8)
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            FILE - Rapper Nelly approaches the stage for a concert in Erbil, northern Iraq, March 13, 2015. (AP Photo/Seivan M. Salim, File)
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                                        Rapper Nelly was arrested early Wednesday at a St. Louis-area casino, and the Missouri Highway Patrol said an officer found four illegal ecstasy pills on him. The rapper's attorney said an "overzealous" officer targeted him and conducted an improper search.
The arrest occurred about 4:45 a.m., and Nelly, 49, was held and then released by police in Maryland Heights, Missouri, the patrol said in a brief online report. The St. Louis suburb is home to the Hollywood Casino and Hotel, and Nelly's attorney, Scott Rosenblum said in a statement Wednesday evening that the rapper, who grew up in the area, visits it frequently.
Online Missouri court records show that Nelly, whose birth name is Cornell Haynes II, was cited in June 2018 in Maryland Heights with operating a vehicle without proper proof of insurance. A judge issued a warrant in December 2023, and it remained outstanding.

    


Rosenblum said Nelly had won several casino jackpots and when he sought to collect them, the officer who would have supervised the transaction "needlessly" ran a search for warrants. Once the officer found the outstanding warrant, he cuffed Nelly's hands behind his back and "felt compelled" to "parade him through the casino in front of other customers," Rosenblum said.




Nelly's attorney called what the officer found "alleged 'ecstasy'" and said the officer did not have probable cause to justify searching him. Nelly wasn't notified of the warrant and did not know about it, Rosenblum said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I am 100% confident this case will go nowhere," Rosenblum said. "And we will be asking for an inquiry into this officer's conduct."
The Highway Patrol's report provided no details about the arrest, and Maryland Heights police did not respond to a call Wednesday seeking comment.
Rosenblum said that in similar circumstances, "any other citizen would have been told to address it and allowed to go on their way."

    


Nelly, a three-time Grammy Award winner, is known for hits like "Hot in Herre" and "Just A Dream." He's had four No. 1 hits and received nine Billboard Music Awards. He recently wrapped up a series of performances with Janet Jackson as a special guest on her tour.
He won Grammy Awards in 2002 for Best Rap/Sung Collaboration and Best Male Solo Rap Performance, and his "Nellyville" was nominated that year for both Best Rap Album and Album of the Year. He also won a Grammy the following year for Best Rap Performance by a Duo or Group the following year for "Shake Ya Tailfeather."
Beyond his recording career, Nelly has appeared in a number of films and television series, including the sports film "The Longest Yard" and a BET reality series featuring his family. The artist announced in April he was engaged to singer and actor Ashanti and the pair is expecting a baby.
In April 2015, Nelly was arrested and faced felony drug charges in Tennessee after a bus he was traveling in was pulled over east of Nashville by the Tennessee Highway Patrol. He later pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge and was able to have his record expunged after less than a year of probation.

    


Nelly was also arrested in October 2017 in Auburn, Washington, south of Seattle, after a woman alleged he had sexually assaulted her on his tour bus. Rosenblum said then that the allegations were fabricated. The woman sued Nelly, who countersued, and they settled their legal claims in September 2018.
___
Ballentine reported from Columbia, Missouri, and Hanna reported from Topeka, Kansas. Also contributing was Kaitlyn Huamani in Los Angeles. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Author-scholar Kwame Anthony Appiah has received a $500,000 lifetime achievement award from the Library of Congress. 
Appiah, 70, has won the John W. Kluge Prize for Achievement in the Study of Humanity, given every two years to "individuals whose outstanding scholarship in the humanities and social sciences has shaped public affairs and civil society." Appiah is known for such books as "Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers," "The Honor Code: How Moral Revolutions Happen" and for co-editing "Africana: The Encyclopedia of African and African American Experience."
"Dr. Appiah's philosophical work is elegant, groundbreaking and highly respected," Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden said in a statement Thursday. "His writing about race and identity transcends predictable categories and encourages dialogue across traditional divisions."
Appiah is the Silver Professor of Philosophy and Law at New York University, president of the American Academy of Arts and Letters and a former president of PEN America.
Previous winners of the Kluge prize include Danielle Allen and Drew Gilpin Faust. 
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                    Sting helps French highwire artist Philippe Petit commemorate 50th anniversary of his tightrope walk between the World Trade Center's Twin Towers, with a new performance at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York. (Aug. 8)
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            Philippe Petit walks a tightrope inside the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine to mark the 50th anniversary of his World Trade Center Twin Towers high-wire walk, on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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            Philippe Petit lies on a tightrope inside the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine to mark the 50th anniversary of his World Trade Center Twin Towers high-wire walk, on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fifty years after his iconic high-wire walk between the twin towers of New York's World Trade Center, Philippe Petit recreated the death-defying stunt with a performance about 7 miles north of the trade center at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine.
The artist, 74, sought to celebrate the "glorious days of the twin towers" rather than focus on their tragic end in a terrorist attack on Sept. 11, 2001.
"I don't have to remind people of the doomed day," Petit told The Associated Press after Wednesday's performance.
Petit said he aimed to honor both his remarkable feat and the legacy of the towers.
"It adds a certain significance when you discuss a legend or a piece of history, even when the object of that history is no longer present. That's the miracle of memory," Petit said.
The performance, titled "Towering!!," recreated Petit's unauthorized walk between the towers on August 7, 1974. After ascending to his perch inside the cathedral and reflecting on the day's memories, Petit took to the wire while Grammy-nominated jazz clarinetist Anat Cohen played beneath him.

    


As Petit continued his daring walk, Sting took the stage to perform "Fragile." Later, Petit donned a sequined gold tunic while "Fields of Gold" played in the background.




Petit harnessed the stunning visual and acoustic splendor of the world's largest Gothic cathedral to recreate the grandeur of his historic walk 1,300 feet (400 meters) above the ground. Conceived and directed by Petit himself, the production featured a series of short scenes that brought his 1974 feat to life.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Petit was arrested after crossing the towers and depicts that in the performance, which continues for a second night on Thursday.
At one point in the show, while reflecting on the success of the Oscar-winning documentary "Man on Wire," which chronicled his famous walk, Petit admitted that he handled success poorly, including distancing himself from his friends.

    


"I was really bad to my best friend Jean-Louis Blondeau, who has been the mastermind more than me on this adventure," Petit said.
After the performance, Petit received a proclamation from the office of New York City Mayor Eric Adams designating the day as Philippe Petit Day.
Petit has been an artist in residence at St. John the Divine for over 40 years and has performed 23 times to support the cathedral.
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            Street artist Marko93 works on a piece during a live artistic performance at City Hall, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)
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            Street artist JonOne poses in front of his artwork at the Palais-Royal Station, during the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024 in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)
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            French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Street art pops up throughout Paris, adding some Olympic color to major landmarks

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Street artist Marko93 works on a piece during a live artistic performance at City Hall, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Street artist Marko93 works on a piece during a live artistic performance at City Hall, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Street artist JonOne poses in front of his artwork at the Palais-Royal Station, during the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024 in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Street artist JonOne poses in front of his artwork at the Palais-Royal Station, during the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, July 31, 2024 in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jonathan Landrum)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    French street artist Marko93 sprays paint on a piece of artwork, during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Yasin Dar)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- Paris is getting a colorful splash of Olympic creative spirit with nearly 30 vibrant street art pieces that have popped up on bustling metro station walls, a large billboard at the airport and in front of city hall.
One shows a drawing of French fencer Ysaora Thibus in action. Another has canoers paddling down the Seine River. Some others include people enjoying themselves in a busy district. The original art was spread throughout Paris and other nearby host cities around the Olympic and Paralympic sites.
"During this time of the Olympics, it's a lot of energy and people coming from all over the world," said New York native JonOne, who has lived in Paris for the past three decades and is viewed in the street art world as a graffiti pioneer. He's one of six renowned street artists from four continents whose work is currently on display at train stations, airports, taxis, digital screens and billboards.

    


The artists were selected through a campaign spearheaded by Visa to help support small businesses. They hail from France (Marko 93 and Olivia De Bona), Brazil (Alex Senna), Australia (Vexta) and the United States (Swoon).




"Why not use street art?" said JonOne, 60, whose artwork can be found in several places in Paris including the Palais Royal-Musee du Louvre station. It took two months with five collaborators to finish the blue, white and red abstract expressionist-style graffiti, which covers 250 square meters (300 square yards) of the wall at the busy station. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It projects a lot of energies and youth culture," he said. "It's a good moment to show our artwork."
The campaign was designed as an open-air exhibition curated by Nicolas Laugero Lasserre, an expert in urban art. The 28 pieces of original artwork will remain on display until Sept. 8.
"Just like high-level athletes, artists share values of tolerance, open-mindedness, questioning and self-surpassing," said Lasserre, who has organized over 50 exhibitions with public and private institutions, including an exhibition at the Paris City Hall. "Associating art and sport is one of the cornerstones of Olympism."

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


Each creation highlights the spirit of the neighborhoods -- such as Saint-Denis, Montmartre and Rue Montorgueil -- capturing the vibrancy of cafes, bookstores and shops that have become an essential fabric of Paris and the wider Ile-de-France region. They can also be found at the airports of Lille, Lyon and Marseille, hosts of some Olympic events.

    


"We asked the artists to show us their version of Paris in the most authentic way," said Juan Arturo Herrera, a business administrator and marketing executive at Visa International. Last month, he carried the Olympic flame over a 200-meter course in eastern France.
"Street art is the most accessible of arts," he said. "It's universal. We've seen it for decades now in cities. It has made its way through museums and we wanted to bring it back out. We see this as the biggest exhibition of open-air art in the public space."

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


De Bona, a Parisian, feels proud to bring her artwork to her hometown, family and visitors from around the world.

    


"It was so moving," she said. "I see how the art makes my city so beautiful. It's a privilege to represent France for all these people who are coming to Paris from all over the world."
De Bona, 39, remembered when street art and graffiti were not widely accepted by the masses. But now, she's witnessed a positive shift in the perception and within the industry, which was once male-dominated.
"People need pictures in the streets," she said. "It needs to be welcoming the arts. We are the bridge between people who don't think it fits in the museum. We bring art to the people. This is our way to express ourselves and exist." 
Marko 93 said his passion for street art kept him pushing through the words of skeptics. At a young age, he was intrigued by watching the evolution of graffiti during the 1980s hip-hop era in New York, which he called the "promised land" of graffiti. 
"It's all about perseverance," said the 51-year-old during his live performance, painting a fencer along the Seine. "Art is also about perseverance. This passion pushes us to move forward and beyond our limits."

    


One day, JonOne would like to see arts reintroduced as competition at the Olympics. 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


Art competitions first came into fruition at the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm ,with medals awarded in five categories: architecture, literature, music, painting and sculpture. The International Olympic Committee ended the competitions in the 1948 Games, and an attempt to bring it back was denied four years later.
"Artists are like athletes, too," JonOne said. "I respect athletes in basketball and runners. Art is not really a sport, but it should be included in the Olympics. Just surviving as an artist is an Olympic sport." 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Mystery Paris street artist 'Invader' glues up new work to celebrate Olympics and delight fans

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The mystery French street artist known only as "Invader" has struck again - this time to celebrate the Paris Olympics. Invader has been cementing mosaics to Paris walls since the 1990s, usually at night and without permission. His works now dot all corners of the City of Light and his fans have a lot of fun hunting them down. (AP video: John Leicester)


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    1
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 1 | 
            A cyclist rides in front of an Olympic-themed new mosaic by the mysterious French street artist known only by the name Invader, Wednesday Aug. 7, 2024, on the banks of the Seine River, during the 2004 Summer Olympics, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Leicester)
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PARIS (AP) -- The mystery French street artist known only as "Invader" has struck Paris again -- this time to celebrate the Olympics.
Invader has been cementing his quirky mosaics to Paris walls since the 1990s, usually at night and without permission. He's become France's most international, invasive and intriguing contemporary street artist. His works dot all corners of the City of Light and his fans have a lot of fun hunting them down.
And now there's a new, Olympic-themed one for them to find.
Invader cemented it to a wall on one of the River Seine's embankments sometime between Tuesday and Wednesday. Using tiles to create the mosaic, it shows one of his signature Space Invader figures running. The work's colors evoke the shades of blue that Paris Games organizers have used to decorate the city for the Olympics.
A representative for artist -- who, like him, maintains anonymity -- said by email to The Associated Press that "Invader told me to say that he wanted to celebrate the Olympics in Paris with this mosaic. The space invader is running and he wears some of the colors of the Olympics signage."

    


The artist's admirers can download his app, called "Flash Invaders," and then use it to take photos of any of his works that they find.




When they do, the app awards them points. The more works they find and "flash," the more points they get.
It's addictive: The app has nearly 400,000 players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new mosaic is the 1,512th that Invader has glued up in Paris. Players get 50 points when they flash it with his app. Since the first catalogued mosaic of a blue Space Invader went up on a Paris street in 1998, numbered PA_01, Invader has colonized the world. There are now more than 4,000 of his mosaics in cities and towns on all continents except Antartica.
On Instagram, the artist posted a photo Wednesday of the new work and the words "Special Olympic Games Paris 2024," with a jogger running past.

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


That and a video post by the artist alerted admirers that there was a new work for them to find.

    


A small group of them quickly tracked it down, took its photo with the app, got their points, and spent time together admiring the work.
Super fan Andre Lavigne, a 64-year-old retired chemical engineer, was among the first to find and flash it. He is currently ranked in the top 100 players on the app, having tracked down 2,718 of the artist's works in France and overseas.
In just the first few hours, the work was already generated buzz.
"I've seen many people coming and flashing and asking, 'It's a new one?' And I say, 'Yes, it has been put (up) last night.' (They reply) 'Oh, well, that's extraordinary," Lavigne said.
Another admirer, Gema Calero, rolled up on her bike and celebrated with a fist pump when she got her 50 points.
"It's all fresh, it still smells of glue," she said.
She says searching high and low across Paris for the works has taught her lots about the city and the value of looking around.

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


"It allows you to look at life differently. You hunt around. You look up a little bit. Because normally when we walk we look at what's in front of us," she said. "It's super."

    


Like Banksy, the British street artist he is sometimes likened to, Invader is elusive, fiercely protective of his anonymity and operating on the margins of illegality. He comes, glues, and disappears into the night, leaving behind his signature pixelated mosaics made mostly with small ceramic and glass tiles.
Most resemble the aliens from the Space Invaders arcade game. Others are wonderfully elaborate, such as still lives of fruit or, in New York, portraits of Lou Reed and Andy Warhol. Some reference pop culture -- Spiderman, Star Wars, Bugs Bunny, Ninja Turtles, pizza and the like.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Suga of K-pop sensation BTS fined for driving while drunk. What he was driving causes confusion
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                    FILE - BTS member Suga attends an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Lakers and the Dallas Mavericks on Jan. 12, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Suga, a member of K-pop sensation BTS, apologized Wednesday for driving an electric vehicle while intoxicated. 
His label, Big Hit Music, said Min Yoon-gi, famously known as Suga, was driving an "electric kickboard" Tuesday night when he fell while parking it. A police officer spotted him and administered a breathalyzer test which Suga failed, leading to his license being revoked and a fine, the label added. 
An electric kickboard refers to a type of vehicle without a seat. However, police told local media Suga's vehicle had a seat and resembled an electric scooter under traffic law. The type of vehicle affects the penalty for drunk driving. 
Yongsan Police Station in Seoul reportedly booked him for violating the Road Traffic Act. It's currently unclear whether the police have begun the investigation process. Multiple calls to the station's spokesperson went unanswered. 

    


The K-pop star issued an apology on Weverse, an online fan platform, saying he was driving after consuming alcohol at dinner.




"I come to you with a very heavy heart and deep apologies for disappointing you with this regrettable incident," Suga wrote on Weverse. "I thought complacently that it was a short distance, not realizing I was not allowed to ride the electric scooter while intoxicated, breaking the road traffic act." 
Suga has been doing his mandatory military service as a social service agent since September 2023. Such agents typically work regular work hours and are allowed to return home after work hours.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Big Hit Music, his label, also apologized, stating: "He will accept any disciplinary measures from the place of duty regarding actions that caused social controversy as a social service worker."
According to the spokesperson from the Military Manpower Administration, the incident will not impact his current status as an agent since it happened outside of official working hours. 

    


In South Korea, all able-bodied men must serve in the army, navy or air force for 18-21 months under a conscription system established due to threats from rival North Korea.
Individuals with certain physical or mental conditions may instead serve for 21 months at non-military institutions such as welfare centers, community service centers and post offices. 
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            FILE - Arnel Pineda, Marco Mendoza, Jonathan Cain, and Neal Schon, of the band Journey, perform at Lollapalooza, July 31, 2021, at Grant Park in Chicago. (Photo by Rob Grabowski/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Journey's Jonathan Cain performs during a concert, Aug. 6, 2022, at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. (AP Photo/David Dermer, File)
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            FILE - Journey's Arnel Pineda, right, and Neal Schon, left, perform, Aug. 6, 2022, at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. (AP Photo/David Dermer, File)
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                                        DOVER, Del. (AP) -- The rock band Journey has compiled an impressive list of hits over the past 50 years, but the song that might now be resonating the loudest for some band and crew members is "Separate Ways."
The latest in a series of legal disputes with band founder and lead guitarist Neal Schon, longtime keyboardist Jonathan Cain is asking a Delaware judge to resolve a deadlock involving Freedom 2020, a company formed three years ago to oversee tour-related finances. 
According to court filings, Schon is president of Freedom 2020, but he and Cain each holds a 50% stake in the company. In a petition filed last week, Cain said he and Schon "fundamentally disagree" on the management and operation of the company. He wants the court to appoint a custodian to act as an independent, deadlock-breaking director.
Cain's attorneys also asked the judge to fast-track the case amid the band's current 50th Anniversary Freedom Tour, which concludes Nov. 17 in London. During a hearing Wednesday, Cain's attorney Sidney Liebesman told Vice Chancellor J. Travis Laster that the current situation is "dysfunctional."

    


"It is in crisis," Liebesman said. "The damage is taking place during the tour."




Liebesman complained that Schon is wasting company assets and believes that, as president of Freedom 2020, "he can do whatever he wants."
"It is his self-interest that is driving his decision-making," Liebesman said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a court filing Monday, Schon's attorneys said many of Cain's allegations have no basis. They specifically rejected allegations that the tour's production company and vendors weren't being paid on time.
"Petitioner's allegations that the company faces imminent irreparable harm from a purported inability of the company to meet its financial obligations has no basis in fact," according to Schon's attorneys, who will file a more complete response to Cain's petition on Monday.

    


"Our client denies that there's been any mismanagement," Schon's attorney Jack Yoskowitz told Laster, adding that any dysfunction has been caused by Cain acting in his own self-interest, including making allegations to the press that harm the band.
Laster scheduled a final hearing in the case to begin on Sept. 3, timed with Labor Day weekend, as sought by Cain's attorneys. Schon's attorneys sought a hearing in late September or early October, after the North American leg of the tour ends.
Cain's attorneys say a quick resolution is needed because the deadlock has become "a very much public battle" that also has created a "toxic internal environment" during the tour.
"Rather than focusing on the band's performances during a major international tour, the band's business manager, lead vocalist and crew members now find themselves caught in the middle of the directors' disputes, afraid of performing their job responsibilities, and pressured to align with one director or another," they wrote.
Cain's attorneys say the dispute also threatens the band's reputation, could negatively affect its fan base, and could further strain relationships with vendors and personnel.

    


"Indeed, the band has lost multiple members of its crew because of such tensions over the past several months," they wrote, adding that the company's new business manager, its seventh, was hired two months ago.
Cain says Schon's desire to take a $1.5 million advance from promoter AEG Presents LLC to cover tour expenses, and his opposition to Cain's proposal for a more modest advance of $500,000, has caused "a major rift." He also accuses Schon of "exorbitant and wasteful spending" on hotels and airfare for band and crew members. Schon, for example, has ignored the company limit of $1,500 per night for hotel accommodations and has spent up to $10,000 per night for hotel rooms for him and his wife, according to Cain.
Cain also alleges that Schon allows crew members to stay in hotel rooms during tour stops in or near their home cities, and to fly in business class. Schon also has used the company credit card for personal expenses and incurred hundreds of thousands of dollars in costs for private jets for himself, his wife and various crew members, according to Cain.

    


The dispute also has even spilled over to creative differences, including Cain's disagreement with Schon's selection of a substitute drummer for a Toronto performance last week, and whether Cain should play rhythm guitar during performances of the 1978 song "Wheel in the Sky."
"Even if that decision were within the scope of Freedom 2020's business, which seems highly doubtful, matters of song arrangement are objectively not a type of disagreement that threatens the company with irreparable harm," Schon's attorneys wrote.
The two band members have been at odds for several years. In 2022, for example, Schon sent a cease-and-desist letter after Cain performed the 1981 hit "Don't Stop Believin'" at former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate. Schon said Cain, whose wife was a spiritual adviser to Trump, had no right to use the Journey brand for politics. Cain countered that Schon was the one damaging the band's brand through his bullying tactics and reckless spending.
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                    This Jan. 9, 2024 image released by Lincoln Center shows Mariko Silver, newly named president of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. Silver replaces Henry Timms, who is leaving after five years. She will start Sept. 23. (Travis Curry/Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former Bennington College head Mariko Silver was hired Wednesday as president of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.
The 46-year-old replaces Henry Timms, who is leaving after five years. Silver will start Sept. 23.
"I grew up in the glow of Lincoln Center and the arts were so important to me in formulating who I am and what I hope to bring to the world," Silver said Wednesday.
Silver will join planning that has begun for a redevelopment of the western side of Lincoln Center's campus, for six decades far less visible than the eastern side in which most people enter from Broadway.
"The opportunity to build that bridge and to create a whole new inspiring and aspirational focal point for Lincoln Center, for New York City, for the performing arts, is just extraordinary," she said. "It will absolutely move forward."
Lincoln Center is the home of 11 arts organizations, including the Metropolitan Opera, New York Philharmonic and New York City Ballet. Under Timms and Shanta Thake, hired in 2021 as chief artistic officer, Lincoln Center has de-emphasized classical music in its own programming and promoted a variety of genres, some pay-as-you-wish.

    


"We want to make Lincoln Center inspirational and aspirational for everyone, and there are so many different ways to do that," she said. "We are devoted to the classical arts. Of course, that is a core of what the Lincoln Center does." 




Silver received a bachelor's degree from Yale, a master's degree from the University of Sussex in Britain and a doctorate in economic geography from UCLA. She worked in the administrations at Arizona State and Columbia, then served in the Obama administration as acting assistant secretary for international affairs and deputy assistant secretary for international policy in the Department of Homeland Security.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She was president of Bennington from July 2013 until July 2019, when she quit to become president of the Henry Luce Foundation.
Silver remembered attending Lincoln Center events growing up, including "The Nutcracker," "Sarafina!" Cecilia Bartoli at the Met in "Cosi Fan Tutte" and "Anything Goes," starring Patti LuPone.
"I saw it three times," Silver said.
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            FILE - Victor Montalvo, also known as B-Boy Victor, of the United States, competes in the B-boy Red Bull BC One World Final at Hammerstein Ballroom, Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022, in New York. "I'm really excited to represent a whole country, but I'm more excited to represent my dance, my artform and I'm super excited to bring the hip-hop culture to the Olympics," Montalvo. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - Logan Edra, also known as B-Girl Logistx, of the United States competes in the B-girl Red Bull BC One World Final at Hammerstein Ballroom on Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - United States' Jeffro battles in a quarterfinal match against South Korea's Hongten for the Breaking B-Boys Finals in the 2024 Olympic Qualifier Series held in Shanghai, Sunday, May 19, 2024. Jeffro and fellow Team USA breakers are not just focused on nailing their moves, they're serving as ambassadors of the birthplace of a culture and lifestyle now deemed an Olympic sport.(AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Sunny Choi, also known as B-Girl Sunny, from the United States, competes in the B-girl Red Bull BC One World Final at Hammerstein Ballroom, Nov. 12, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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            FILE - United States' Jeffro battles in a quarterfinal match against South Korea's Hongten for the Breaking B-Boys Finals in the 2024 Olympic Qualifier Series held in Shanghai, Sunday, May 19, 2024. Jeffro and fellow Team USA breakers are not just focused on nailing their moves, they're serving as ambassadors of the birthplace of a culture and lifestyle now deemed an Olympic sport.(AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Sunny Choi, also known as B-Girl Sunny, from the United States, competes in the B-girl Red Bull BC One World Final at Hammerstein Ballroom, Nov. 12, 2022, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki, File)
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    Want more Olympics? Sign up for our daily Postcards from Paris newsletter.


    


PARIS (AP) -- A new sport calls for new rules at the Olympic level. And while breaking -- commonly referred to as breakdancing -- has been around for decades, it's still new to the world of Olympic judging. 
The battles, the moves and the culture aren't new -- breaking is one of four foundational elements of hip-hop, the 50th anniversary of which was celebrated last year. The international competitions aren't new either -- the Red Bull BC One World Final has been around for two decades and the sport resonated among younger viewers at the 2018 Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires. Still, many remain skeptical of the Olympic addition as they tune in for the final few days of the Paris Games.
"I think the critics have a misconception about breaking still being something from the '80s or something that is just in the streets, and I don't think they realize how much it's evolved," said Ronnie Abaldonado, or b-boy Ronnie, a breaker who's competed, judged and taught for 31 years. Abaldonado is one of NBC's official commentators for the breaking competition.

    


"It's going to be undeniable once they see it on the big stage and they see the spectacle and the level of talent and even the high level of difficulty," he said. "You could kind of compare it to gymnastics."




At its root, breaking is an art form that connects mind, body and soul. Judges will score breakers using the Trivium judging system, created for breaking's debut at the Buenos Aires Youth Games. A panel of nine judges scores each breaker on technique, vocabulary, execution, musicality and originality -- each accounts for 20% of the final score. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Breaking is judged qualitatively because of its roots as an art form, and judges use a sliding scale to score each round and battle, adjusting the scale towards the breaker who is winning in each of the above criteria. Throughout, an emcee will offer commentary and hype up the crowd. The judges for the Olympic competition have not yet been made public. 

    
    Catch up on the latest from Day 13 of the 2024 Paris Olympics:

	Basketball: LeBron James, Kevin Durant and Steph Curry vs. Nikola Jokic is quite the matchup in the U.S. v. Serbia men's basketball semifinals Thursday.
	Track and field: Noah Lyles won the 100 by five thousandths of a second on Sunday night, and is a big favorite heading into the 200.
	Keep up: Follow along with our Olympics medal tracker and list of winners. Check out the Olympic schedule of events.



    


"What looks so appealing to the naked eye are the power moves, like the 'air' moves, the head spins, the ground power, which are like the windmills and freezes," Abaldonado said. "It's the strength, the control and the speed that's also visually appealing."

    


A judge will be looking at the technical side, though, "which is like the footwork and dancing on the music or the beat, because that's like the DNA of breaking," Abaldonado said. What's more, he said, there needs to be an element of improvisation, which feeds into the originality score. The DJ selects the music -- and the breakers won't know what soundtrack they'll be competing to until they hit the floor. 
"We practice and rehearse everything, but we also have to adapt in the moment and improvise," said Victor Montalvo, or b-boy Victor, representing Team USA. "We try not to have a fully rehearsed round, because it tends to look robotic." 

    
    OLYMPIC PHOTOS: See AP's top photos from the 2024 Paris games


    


For Tony "Mr. Wave" Wesley, a breaking pioneer from the Bronx who was launched into stardom decades ago with the New York City Breakers, seeing breaking make its imprint on the global stage is validating. Now, he's trying to pass on his institutional knowledge by creating a virtual lesson plan that includes flashcards on breaking's elements and terminology for the digital learning platform Quizlet.

    


"I always felt that we didn't do enough for the newer generations. And then I saw my peers dying, leaving us, and all we had was their stories, and they took those with them. So someone has to write that story," Wesley said. 
Here is a breakdown of the five criteria on which judges will evaluate breakers: 
Technique
Maintaining physiological control while focusing on athleticism, form and spatial awareness.
Vocabulary
The range of moves that display variation and the quantity of moves, ideally with minimal repetition.
Execution
The ability to land and perform moves smoothly, without falls or slips and while maintaining consistency and flow.
Musicality
The ability to stay on beat, syncing movements to the rhythm of the music.
Originality
The capacity for improvisation, creativity and maintaining spontaneity with style and personality.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-breaking-how-it-works-05fe40bf96aba6ab7afccb216e4046aa
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