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      Breaking News

      
        Damage minimal after strong quake off Japan
        TOKYO - A powerful earthquake with a magnitude of 7.1 shook southwestern Japan on Thursday afternoon but no major damage was reported and only relatively minor tsunami waves reached the coast.

      

      
        VietJet adding up to 10 Airbus jets this year
        HANOI - The Vietnamese budget carrier VietJet said on Thursday that it would take delivery of up to 10 Airbus jets this year.

      

      
        New deputy speaker expected next week
        The House of Representatives is expected to select a new first deputy House speaker next Wednesday to replace Padipat Suntiphada, who lost his MP status as a result of the Constitutional Court dissolving the Move Forward Party, according to chief government whip Wisut Chainaroon.

      

      
        UK riots prompt travel warning to Thais
        The Royal Thai Embassy in London has warned Thais about to travel to the United Kingdom and those living there to stay away from anti-racism rallies across England and Northern Ireland.

      

      
        '72 Beaches' project honours King
        The government on Thursday launched its 72 Beaches Conservation Project in Phuket to celebrate the 6th cycle (72nd) birthday of His Majesty the King last month.

      

      
        Defence ministry urged to punish army abusers
        The Ministry of Defence has been urged to pursue criminal charges against army officers caught using abusive and humiliating punishments.

      

      
        Weather office says La Nina already under way
        The La Nina climate pattern has begun affecting local weather, according to the Thai Meteorological Department. Although there is heavy rainfall in some areas, officials say water volume in the reservoirs of major&nbsp;dams may not be sufficient to meet requirements during the dry season that runs from November to April.

      

      
        PM plays down foreign concerns over Move Forward ruling
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Thursday acknowledged concerns expressed by other countries about the court-ordered dissolution of the Move Forward Party, but insisted that Thailand is a free and democratic nation that is not swayed by foreign influence.

      

      
        All Move Forward MPs 'will join new party'
        All 143 MPs from the dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP) have applied for membership in a new party, confirmation that there will be no "cobras" in the now-disbanded opposition party.

      

      
        Austria foils 'terror' plot to strike Taylor Swift concert
        VIENNA - A 19-year-old Austrian terrorism suspect had taken concrete steps in planning an attack on a Taylor Swift concert, with chemical substances found during a search of his residence, officials said on Thursday.
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                  Damage minimal after strong quake off Japan                

                But officials investigating whether risk of trench-type 'megaquake' is increasing 
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                                TOKYO - A powerful earthquake with a magnitude of 7.1 shook southwestern Japan on Thursday afternoon but no major damage was reported and only relatively minor tsunami waves reached the coast.
The quake occurred at 4.43pm local time at a depth of around 30 kilometres off Miyazaki prefecture. It registered in the lower 6 range on the Japanese seismic intensity scale of 7 in the city of Nichinan in the southern part of the prefecture, the Japan Meteorological Agency said. The magnitude was revised down from 6.9.

Tsunami advisories were issued for Kochi, Miyazaki and other prefectures.

Around a dozen injuries were reported and several buildings were damaged, according to disaster management minister Yoshifumi Matsumura.

No disruptions to infrastructure, including electricity, water and telecommunications, were reported.

No abnormalities were found at the Ikata and Sendai nuclear power plants in Ehime and Kagoshima prefectures, their operators said.

Services on the Kyushu and Nishi Kyushu shinkansen bullet trains were temporarily suspended due to the quake, the operator said.

When an earthquake with a lower 6 seismic intensity happens, "it becomes difficult to remain standing. Doors may not open. Wall tiles and window glass may be damaged and fall," the weather agency said.

It said it has started investigating whether there is a link between the temblor and a potential massive trench-type "megaquake" along the Nankai Trough off western and central Japan.

The agency warned that quakes with a seismic intensity of around lower 6 could happen for about a week.

The government's Earthquake Research Committee in January this year forecast a likelihood of 70-80% that a quake with a magnitude of 8.0 to 9.0 would occur near the Nankai Trough within the next 30 years.

In 2012, the government estimated that up to 323,000 people could die in a megaquake of that magnitude.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida called on the public to reaffirm their preparedness for any further quakes and be ready to evacuate quickly once a jolt comes.

In the worst-case scenario, a powerful temblor could shake a wide area of Japan -- from the Kanto region centred on Tokyo to the southwestern Kyushu region -- and high tsunami waves could engulf the coastal areas of Kanto to Okinawa, according to the Japan Meteorological Agency.

Naoshi Hirata, the head of an advisory body to the weather agency that assessed the latest quake, said the probability of a major earthquake along the Nankai Trough has now increased "several times".
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                  VietJet adding up to 10 Airbus jets this year                

                Deliveries to budget carrier come at a time when plane availability is limited
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                                HANOI - The Vietnamese budget carrier VietJet said on Thursday that it would take delivery of up to 10 Airbus jets this year.
The announcement comes at a time when local airlines are facing a shortage of aircraft due to engine recalls by manufacturers and high leasing prices.

The new jets, which are mostly the A321neo ACF (Airbus Cabin Flex) model, are expected to be delivered from this month, VietJet said in a statement.

The company has ordered a total of 206 planes from Airbus and operates a fleet of more than 100 aircraft, it added.

Last month, it signed a contract with Airbus to buy 20 A330neo wide-body aircraft in a deal valued at $7.4 billion based on the manufacturer's list price.
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                  New deputy speaker expected next week                

                Bhumjaithai Party angling for post after Padipat Suntiphada becomes a casualty of Move Forward dissolution
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                                The House of Representatives is expected to select a new first deputy House speaker next Wednesday to replace Padipat Suntiphada, who lost his MP status as a result of the Constitutional Court dissolving the Move Forward Party, according to chief government whip Wisut Chainaroon.
Mr Wisut, who is a Pheu Thai Party MP, said the position must be filled by someone from a government party and that the coalition partners would hold talks on the issue.

Bhumjaithai, the second-largest party in the coalition led by Pheu Thai, has made no secret of its desire to have one of its members in the position. But Mr Wisut said there are related matters to be taken into consideration.

"Let's wait. We'll get the first deputy House Speaker next week for sure," he said on Thursday.

Whoever is chosen must be politically neutral, know House regulations by heart and ensure order during House meetings, he said.

Several candidates come to mind, said Mr Wisut, while acknowledging that Paradorn Prissanananthakul, a Bhumjaithai MP for Ang Thong, is thought to possess the required qualifications.

Some critics have said that the check-and-balance system will not function properly if the House Speaker and the two deputies are from the government bloc, but Mr Wisut said: "These positions have nothing to do with scrutiny work. It's the job of the MPs and the opposition must measure up to it."

A Bhumjaithai source said on Thursday that the first deputy post should belong to the party unless Pheu Thai wants it. In that case, second deputy Pichet Chuamuangphan, who is a Pheu Thai MP, should move up to become first deputy so that a Bhumjaithai MP can fill the second deputy slot, the source said.

House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, a former Prachachat Party leader, was chosen to end an impasse between Pheu Thai and Move Forward in the early days of their failed attempt to form a coalition after the elections last year. Move Forward subsequently moved to the opposition.

Move Forward had nominated Mr Padipat, an MP for Phitsanulok, for the speaker's role but he ended up becoming first deputy under the deal.

However, complications arose later when it came time for Move Forward to assume the role of lead party in the opposition. The main opposition party is barred from having one of its members as a House speaker or deputy.  Mr Padipat arranged to be "expelled" from Move Forward -- he later joined the Fair Party -- in order to keep the deputy speaker's role.

Even though he was no longer a Move Forward MP, he was a party executive during the period covered by this week's Constitutional Court ruling that dissolved Move Forward and banned 11 executives from political activity for 10 years.

A by-election is expected to be called soon to fill his vacant seat in Phitsanulok.
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                  UK riots prompt travel warning to Thais                

                Anti-racism rallies pass peacefully on Wednesday, but tension persists in many cities
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                                The Royal Thai Embassy in London has warned Thais about to travel to the United Kingdom and those living there to stay away from anti-racism rallies across England and Northern Ireland.
The warning was a response to a week of near-nightly riots, during which mosques and migrant-related facilities were attacked by anti-immigrant mobs.

It was issued specifically in regard to anti-racism counter-demonstrations planned for Wednesday, which British authorities feared might draw a violent response from far-right groups.

However, the rallies passed off almost entirely peacefully, after police flooded the streets of numerous English towns and cities and reiterated that violence by suspected far-right agitators would not be tolerated.

The earlier violence was provoked by misinformation spread on social media about the suspected perpetrator of a knife attack on July 29 that killed three children in Southport.

The Thai embassy advised against travelling to some cities, including Liverpool, Bristol, Manchester, Stoke-on-Trent, Blackpool, Belfast and Hull. Thai nationals can contact the embassy at +44 (0) 791 8651720 or via email for information or in case of an emergency.


	Explainer: Britain's violent riots: What we know
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                  '72 Beaches' project honours King                

                State agencies and private sector team up to carry out conservation projects
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                                The government on Thursday launched its 72 Beaches Conservation Project in Phuket to celebrate the 6th cycle (72nd) birthday of His Majesty the King last month.
The project involves collaboration between the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the ministries of Interior and Justice, as well as the private sector.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin kicked off the project on Thursday at Patong Beach in Kathu district of Phuket. He also visited an exhibition titled "Phuket Sandbox: A Model for Conservation of Thai Beaches in Honour of His Majesty the King".

The model aims to reduce marine waste along 14 Phuket beaches in the next three years, he said.

It will also promote the use of environmentally friendly packaging and build cooperation with beach vendors and tourists to manage waste properly, he said.

"Phuket will be a role model for preserving our beaches before rolling out [the project](#) to 72 other beaches nationwide," he said.

"The project will help raise awareness among the public to help conserve and maintain the beauty of our beaches and seas, which are important natural tourist attractions that generate income for our country."

Mr Srettha said Thailand is among the 10 countries listed as top contributors to marine pollution, with plastic waste a major cause.

The government will accelerate efforts to solve this problem by assigning the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment to roll out the Phuket sandbox model to other beaches nationwide, he said.

Mr Srettha also visited the Sireetarn Marine Endangered Animals Rescue Centre in Muang district and observed injured sea turtles.

He said he learned that about 40% of the injuries are caused by marine debris, such as plastic waste and fishing nets.

"If we can effectively prevent it, marine animals will be able to thrive and live longer," he said.

The premier also stressed the significance of spreading knowledge about waste management. He said it is crucial to teach the public how to properly dispose of their rubbish.
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                  Defence ministry urged to punish army abusers                

                Criminal charges warranted in addition to military discipline, says petitioner who exposed story
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                                The Ministry of Defence has been urged to pursue criminal charges against army officers caught using abusive and humiliating punishments.
The plea came in a petition to the House committee on military affairs by Ekkaphop Luangprasert, who exposed the abuse recently on the Sai Mai Tong Rod Facebook page.

The younger sister of one of the privates at an army base in Chiang Mai told Mr Ekkaphop that her brother and others were beaten and ordered to stand naked in the rain for over five hours.

The incident occurred in March at the 25th Cavalry Battalion of the 4th Cavalry Regiment, King's Guard, in Fang district of the northern province.

When the Royal Thai Army learned of the case this month, it ordered an investigation. Two non-commissioned officers were subsequently put in a military prison for 45 days and had their one-time pension payments cut. However, no criminal charges have been laid.

Mr Ekkaphop said no military organisations have ever assisted victims of unlawful punishment in filing criminal charges against the perpetrators.

He urged the defence ministry, through the House committee, to consider suspending any military officers accused of unlawfully punishing their subordinates. This would send a strong message to abusive officers and deter them from committing misconduct, he said.

Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, chairman of the committee, said he had stressed to the ministry that if soldiers are suspected of breaking the law, legal action should be pursued against them, not unlawful or violent punishment.

He said this helps ensure the punishment isn't in breach of the Criminal Code and the law against enforced disappearance and torture, which requires that the supervisor of a proven wrongdoer receive one-third of the penalty handed to the subordinate.
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                  Weather office says La Nina already under way                

                Rainfall will exceed last year's total but water levels in major dams need close monitoring
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                                The La Nina climate pattern has begun affecting local weather, according to the Thai Meteorological Department. Although there is heavy rainfall in some areas, officials say water volume in the reservoirs of major dams may not be sufficient to meet requirements during the dry season that runs from November to April.
Thailand began experiencing La Nina in July and the pattern is likely to continue until early next year, the department's weather forecasters say. It will lead to heavy rainfall across the country, alongside tropical storms in August and September.

Cumulative rainfall from May 20 to Aug 1 was up by 15% compared to the same period last year and caused flooding in 37 provinces. Some parts of 12 provinces are under water, with the hardest-hit being Chachoengsao, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Kalasin, Roi Et, Ubon Ratchathani and Yasothon.

This year's La Nina will not be as severe as expected earlier, thanks to factors such as air pressure patches and monsoon troughs, said Paitoon Kengkarnchang, deputy secretary-general of the Office of the National Water Resources (ONWR), citing information from the National Hydroinformatics Data Center.

Despite expected heavy rain from August to October in some areas of the Lower North, Central Plains and the West, there are concerns that water supplies will not be enough for the dry season.

Rainfall often misses the reservoirs of some major dams, including Bhumibol and Sirikit, which currently have low water levels.

However, he said two other major dams, Srinakarin and Vajiralongkorn, are expected to benefit from La Nina, as they will receive a large volume of water from recent rainfall that replenished the Mae Klong River.

The water from these dams will be used locally as well as to supply the Tha Chin River basin and Bangkok, he said.

Mr Paitoon said authorities have discharged water from the Chi and Mun rivers in the Northeast to prepare for more rainfall.

He added that the Office would assess the situation to ensure dams have sufficient water for the upcoming dry season.

In a related development, water from the Mekong River was reported to have submerged Sawan Chai Khong Road in Muang district of Nakhon Phanom province on Thursday.

Water overflowed into fishing shelters and agricultural fields over a one-kilometre distance, to a depth of 40-50 centimetres, making travel along the route difficult.

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation has warned local residents about continuous heavy rainfall in the northern region and Laos, suggesting that water levels in the Mekong River be closely monitored.
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                  PM plays down foreign concerns over Move Forward ruling                

                Srettha says Thailand is capable of addressing internal matters without external influence
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Thursday acknowledged concerns expressed by other countries about the court-ordered dissolution of the Move Forward Party, but insisted that Thailand is a free and democratic nation that is not swayed by foreign influence.
Thailand is capable of addressing its internal affairs without external influence, he said in response to questions about a statement issued by the US State Department after the Constitutional Court ruling on Wednesday.

"I am certain that all Thai people understand we will not allow a foreign nation to interfere with our sovereignty," Mr Srettha told reporters.

"While I prefer not to say 'interference', I see it more as a recommendation, and we must all navigate this fragile world together."

The prime minister said he would be meeting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss a response to the statement, with appropriate wording that respected the goodwill of the US.

Following the court's ruling that Move Forward's efforts to change the lese-majeste law posed a threat to the monarchy and national security, Mr Srettha said that while the reaction of the party might have been strong, he does not believe its intentions were to cause conflict among the public.

"I understand that (Move Forward) was only indicating its stance in the matter and resolve to continue to play a part in the political arena," said the prime minister.

He expressed confidence that Move Forward would respect the court ruling and proceed accordingly.

Mr Srettha said he had met with security officials to discuss potential demonstrations that might arise following the ruling, but no threats have been found.

When asked about the impending Constitution Court decision on his ethics case scheduled for Aug 14, Mr Srettha admitted to feeling a bit uneasy but confirmed that it would not affect his work.

The case involves the controversial appointment of politician Pichit Chuenban as a Prime Minister's Office minister. Mr Pichit quickly resigned in an attempt to spare Mr Srettha any political fallout, but the court decided to go ahead with the case in any event.

On Wednesday, the Constitutional Court also said that foreign diplomats at any level must observe international etiquette while expressing opinions as all countries have their own laws, constitutions and regulations.

The US State Department said the court's decision "jeopardises Thailand's democratic progress and runs counter to the aspirations of the Thai people for a strong, democratic future".

"The United States does not take a position in support of any political party, but as a close ally and friend with deep and enduring ties, we urge Thailand to take actions to ensure fully inclusive political participation, and to protect democracy and the freedoms of association and expression," State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a statement.

The European Union (EU) called the court ruling "a setback for political pluralism in Thailand", noting that Move Forward placed first in the 2023 general election with 14 million votes out of 39 million.

"No democratic system can function without a plurality of parties and candidates," said a statement issued by the European External Action Service press team. 

Amnesty International issued a statement describing the court decision as "untenable" and said it showed that laws in Thailand were being used to intimidate critics. The Asian Forum for Human Rights said it posed "serious risks to democratic principles".
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                  All Move Forward MPs 'will join new party'                

                Friday launch of new party follows court-ordered dissolution, but with no 'cobras' this time
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                                All 143 MPs from the dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP) have applied for membership in a new party, confirmation that there will be no "cobras" in the now-disbanded opposition party.
"Move Forward is moving to a new party -- all 143 of our parliamentarians are coming with us," the party said in a post on its X account, promising that there would be no defections.

When Move Forward's predecessor Future Forward was dissolved by a court order in 2020, 10 "cobras" among its 81 MPs moved to parties aligned with the military-linked government. All of them lost when they stood for re-election in 2023.

MPs from Move Forward will attend a meeting to set up the new party at the Thai Summit Tower on New Phetchaburi Road in Bangkok on Friday, the public relations team of the dissolved party said on Thursday.

Other members and party staff across the country will also join the meeting, which will pick party executives and work out policy guidelines and direction.

The new party and its executives will be officially introduced around noon. It will start accepting membership applications and donations online from 4pm onwards.

On Saturday, a welcoming event for new party members will be held at the Stadium One sports community mall on Banthat Thong Road in Bangkok. MPs, city councillors and the new party executives will be present to welcome the new members.

Former executives of the disbanded party, meanwhile, will join an election campaign for the Provincial Administration Organistation in Ratchaburi province on Sept 1, said the public relations team.

The largest opposition party in the House lost six members on Wednesday, as six of its 11 executives banned by the Constitutional Court were also list MPs.

Sirikanya Tansakun, who is tipped to lead the new party, on Wednesday expressed confidence that all would move to their "new home" on Friday.

"We haven't checked the names but we are very confident that everyone will come with us," she told reporters.

The 43-year-old economist said the new party might do some things differently, but the foundation would remain the same: "We will continue the core ideology."

The party had already identified a pool of dozens of candidates from where it can create a pipeline of leaders at multiple levels, ensuring that any new political vehicle that it backs can swiftly ready itself to fight elections, now-banned chief adviser Pita Limjaroenrat told Reuters last month.

Ms Sirikanya, the deputy leader of Move Forward, is not among the 11 banned party executives.

The nine-judge panel found Move Forward guilty of jeopardising the constitutional monarchy and national security because it proposed to amend the lese-majeste law, and banned its executives for 10 years.

Before the court announced its decision, Jirat Thongsuwan, a Move Forward MP for Chachoengsao, claimed on Tuesday that an assistant to a cabinet minister had approached him through a friend in his constituency with an offer of 20-30 million baht.

On Wednesday, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin insisted he wasn't aware of any cabinet ministers attempting to persuade MPs from the MFP to switch sides by offering them 20-30 million baht.

[image: An image showing a cartoon shrugging its shoulder. (MFP X account) ]
An image posted by the Move Forward Party -- and featured on the black T-shirts worn by its members -- says "Shrug your shoulders and move on". (Photo: @MFPThailand X account)
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									Austria foils 'terror' plot to strike Taylor Swift concert

									Suspects arrested but three Vienna appearances by American superstar called off
								

								VIENNA - A 19-year-old Austrian terrorism suspect had taken concrete steps in planning an attack on a Taylor Swift concert, with chemical substances found during a search of his residence, officials said on Thursday.
								The American pop superstar's three concerts in Vienna, expected to draw 195,000 people, were cancelled late Wednesday after the government flagged a planned attack. Police have detained three people suspected of plotting attacks on concerts.

The last time a Taylor Swift concert was cancelled because of security concerns was in 2014, when her Bangkok appearance was called off following the military coup.

A teenager with North Macedonian roots is considered the main suspect in the Austrian plot, working closely with a 17-year-old Austrian, said Frankz Ruf, the country's general director for public security.

The two males are part of a small group police are looking into, said Ruf, adding that the 19-year-old had pledged allegiance to the radical Islamic State group.

"We are of course investigating their wider surroundings," said Ruf, adding that the threat was minimised with the arrests.

Searches of the main suspect's house in the town of Ternitz near the Hungarian border showed "concrete preparatory actions", said Ruf, with chemical substances and technical devices seized.

The newspaper Kurier, citing sources familiar with the situation, reported that the suspect had stolen the chemicals from his workplace and had built a bomb.

The newspaper reported that the 19-year-old had planned to drive a car into the crowd expected to gather outside the stadium, and had also considered using machetes and knives.

Austria's interior ministry and intelligence service were not immediately available for comment on the report's details.

The shows were to be part of the record-breaking Eras Tour by the American singer-songwriter which started on March 17, 2023, in Arizona and is set to conclude on Dec 8, 2024, in Vancouver, Canada.

Swift, 34, has not yet commented on the cancellations on her official Instagram account which has 283 million followers.
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        PM plays down foreign concerns over Move Forward ruling
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Thursday acknowledged concerns expressed by other countries about the court-ordered dissolution of the Move Forward Party, but insisted that Thailand is a free and democratic nation that is not swayed by foreign influence.

      

      
        All Move Forward MPs 'will join new party'
        All 143 MPs from the dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP) have applied for membership in a new party, confirmation that there will be no "cobras" in the now-disbanded opposition party.

      

      
        Platform issues 'Partiposter' invitation
        Partipost, a leading influencer marketing platform in Southeast Asia, has officially launched its service in Thailand by offering people the chance to become content creators.

      

      
        Toshiba unit sets sales growth target at 20%
        Toshiba Thailand has targeted 20% growth for the entire year, with more of its product line-up shifting to middle and high-tier products to tackle sluggish spending in the mass market and respond to global economic challenges.

      

      
        Big cleanup of Karon beach sought
        PHUKET: Local authorities have called for an urgent beach cleanup at Hat Karon, a popular coastal attraction, due to concerns about the long-term impact on tourism.

      

      
        Is the digital wallet registration secure?
        As registration for participation in the digital wallet scheme begins on the Tang Rat application, some people question whether the app is secure enough amid rampant local cyberthreats.

      

      
        Bank of Thailand urges banks to help SMEs sustainably transition
        The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is encouraging financial institutions to support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in transitioning to sustainable business practices.

      

      
        Call for new tariffs on Chinese goods
        The influx of Chinese industrial products into Southeast Asia is dealing a blow to Thailand's trade, reducing its market share in the region and leading to a trade deficit with China worth nearly US$20 billion, says the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB).

      

      
        Taekwondo-Panipak wins historic flyweight gold
        PARIS - Panipak Wongpattanakit made history at the Paris Olympics on Wednesday, becoming the first person from Thailand to win two gold medals when she defended her Tokyo title in the taekwondo women's flyweight division against China's Guo Qing.

      

      
        PM 'unaware' of bid to poach Move Forward MPs
        Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin insisted on Wednesday that he wasn't aware of any cabinet ministers attempting to persuade MPs from the opposition Move Forward Party to switch sides by offering them 20-30 million baht.
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                  PM plays down foreign concerns over Move Forward ruling                

                Srettha says Thailand is capable of addressing internal matters without external influence
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin on Thursday acknowledged concerns expressed by other countries about the court-ordered dissolution of the Move Forward Party, but insisted that Thailand is a free and democratic nation that is not swayed by foreign influence.
Thailand is capable of addressing its internal affairs without external influence, he said in response to questions about a statement issued by the US State Department after the Constitutional Court ruling on Wednesday.

"I am certain that all Thai people understand we will not allow a foreign nation to interfere with our sovereignty," Mr Srettha told reporters.

"While I prefer not to say 'interference', I see it more as a recommendation, and we must all navigate this fragile world together."

The prime minister said he would be meeting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to discuss a response to the statement, with appropriate wording that respected the goodwill of the US.

Following the court's ruling that Move Forward's efforts to change the lese-majeste law posed a threat to the monarchy and national security, Mr Srettha said that while the reaction of the party might have been strong, he does not believe its intentions were to cause conflict among the public.

"I understand that (Move Forward) was only indicating its stance in the matter and resolve to continue to play a part in the political arena," said the prime minister.

He expressed confidence that Move Forward would respect the court ruling and proceed accordingly.

Mr Srettha said he had met with security officials to discuss potential demonstrations that might arise following the ruling, but no threats have been found.

When asked about the impending Constitution Court decision on his ethics case scheduled for Aug 14, Mr Srettha admitted to feeling a bit uneasy but confirmed that it would not affect his work.

The case involves the controversial appointment of politician Pichit Chuenban as a Prime Minister's Office minister. Mr Pichit quickly resigned in an attempt to spare Mr Srettha any political fallout, but the court decided to go ahead with the case in any event.

On Wednesday, the Constitutional Court also said that foreign diplomats at any level must observe international etiquette while expressing opinions as all countries have their own laws, constitutions and regulations.

The US State Department said the court's decision "jeopardises Thailand's democratic progress and runs counter to the aspirations of the Thai people for a strong, democratic future".

"The United States does not take a position in support of any political party, but as a close ally and friend with deep and enduring ties, we urge Thailand to take actions to ensure fully inclusive political participation, and to protect democracy and the freedoms of association and expression," State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a statement.

The European Union (EU) called the court ruling "a setback for political pluralism in Thailand", noting that Move Forward placed first in the 2023 general election with 14 million votes out of 39 million.

"No democratic system can function without a plurality of parties and candidates," said a statement issued by the European External Action Service press team. 

Amnesty International issued a statement describing the court decision as "untenable" and said it showed that laws in Thailand were being used to intimidate critics. The Asian Forum for Human Rights said it posed "serious risks to democratic principles".
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                                All 143 MPs from the dissolved Move Forward Party (MFP) have applied for membership in a new party, confirmation that there will be no "cobras" in the now-disbanded opposition party.
"Move Forward is moving to a new party -- all 143 of our parliamentarians are coming with us," the party said in a post on its X account, promising that there would be no defections.

When Move Forward's predecessor Future Forward was dissolved by a court order in 2020, 10 "cobras" among its 81 MPs moved to parties aligned with the military-linked government. All of them lost when they stood for re-election in 2023.

MPs from Move Forward will attend a meeting to set up the new party at the Thai Summit Tower on New Phetchaburi Road in Bangkok on Friday, the public relations team of the dissolved party said on Thursday.

Other members and party staff across the country will also join the meeting, which will pick party executives and work out policy guidelines and direction.

The new party and its executives will be officially introduced around noon. It will start accepting membership applications and donations online from 4pm onwards.

On Saturday, a welcoming event for new party members will be held at the Stadium One sports community mall on Banthat Thong Road in Bangkok. MPs, city councillors and the new party executives will be present to welcome the new members.

Former executives of the disbanded party, meanwhile, will join an election campaign for the Provincial Administration Organistation in Ratchaburi province on Sept 1, said the public relations team.

The largest opposition party in the House lost six members on Wednesday, as six of its 11 executives banned by the Constitutional Court were also list MPs.

Sirikanya Tansakun, who is tipped to lead the new party, on Wednesday expressed confidence that all would move to their "new home" on Friday.

"We haven't checked the names but we are very confident that everyone will come with us," she told reporters.

The 43-year-old economist said the new party might do some things differently, but the foundation would remain the same: "We will continue the core ideology."

The party had already identified a pool of dozens of candidates from where it can create a pipeline of leaders at multiple levels, ensuring that any new political vehicle that it backs can swiftly ready itself to fight elections, now-banned chief adviser Pita Limjaroenrat told Reuters last month.

Ms Sirikanya, the deputy leader of Move Forward, is not among the 11 banned party executives.

The nine-judge panel found Move Forward guilty of jeopardising the constitutional monarchy and national security because it proposed to amend the lese-majeste law, and banned its executives for 10 years.

Before the court announced its decision, Jirat Thongsuwan, a Move Forward MP for Chachoengsao, claimed on Tuesday that an assistant to a cabinet minister had approached him through a friend in his constituency with an offer of 20-30 million baht.

On Wednesday, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin insisted he wasn't aware of any cabinet ministers attempting to persuade MPs from the MFP to switch sides by offering them 20-30 million baht.

[image: An image showing a cartoon shrugging its shoulder. (MFP X account) ]
An image posted by the Move Forward Party -- and featured on the black T-shirts worn by its members -- says "Shrug your shoulders and move on". (Photo: @MFPThailand X account)
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                                Partipost, a leading influencer marketing platform in Southeast Asia, has officially launched its service in Thailand by offering people the chance to become content creators.
Anyone with over 200 followers can become a "Partiposter" by joining campaigns, connecting with brands and earning cash through their content, according to the company.

According to Partipost founder and chief executive Jonathan Eg, the influencer marketing platform connects brands with a diverse network of influencers, enabling them to create authentic and impactful marketing campaigns.

Founded in Singapore, Partipost has rapidly expanded across Southeast Asia and currently operates in eight markets, namely Singapore, Indonesia, Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Hong Kong and now Thailand.

Since the launch of the platform early in 2018, Partipost has now built a network of over 1 million influencers and has worked with more than 5,000 brands on over 12,000 marketing campaigns in eight different countries.

In Thailand, the platform soft-launched last year and has already acquired a community of over 3,000 influencers. It aims to increase the number of influencers to over 100,000 within the next 6-12 months.

"Thailand is a vibrant market with immense potential for influencer marketing, with a growing number of consumers turning to social media for product recommendations."

The platform empowers everyone, ranging from active social media users to established influencers, to collaborate with top brands and create authentic content that resonates with local audiences.

Mr Eg said traditional categories in Thailand such as beauty, fashion, foodies and travel remain highly popular. However, there has been a significant shift towards other influential niches.

Currently, the top content type in Thailand is food and beverages, which leads the way in terms of influencer campaign spending, accounting for about 39% of the total budget, followed by beauty and fashion, which accounts for about 17.4%.

Surprisingly, gadgets and automotives have risen to third place, capturing 10.6% of the overall budget.

Mr Eg said the platform's features provide seamless matches between brands and influencers, scalable regional campaigns, various tiers of influencers ranging from nano-micro-macro to celebrities, providing a diverse group of communities.

In the Asia-Pacific market, there has been an average increase of 37% in marketing budgets between 2023 and 2024. In addition, almost nine out of 10 people in the region now spend over two hours per day on social media.

Pawat Ruangdejworachai, president and chief executive of Media Intelligence Group, said a fragmented world and shifting media landscape have given rise to new consumer behaviours that require that authenticity and real connections are vital. Marketing communication is evolving rapidly, he noted.

Generative AI, advanced content tools and economic challenges have empowered consumers to become influencers, shaping a dynamic economy where anyone can impact brand narratives, Mr Pawat said.

For brands to connect meaningfully with audiences, embracing authenticity and leveraging technology is essential, fostering trust and loyalty in a constantly changing market, he added.

Kanokkun Changpun, associate director of marketing at Klook Technology (Thailand), a partner of Partipost, said partnering with Partipost had strengthened and reinforced the company's marketing strategy.

"The platform is easy to use and has a wide network of influencers, which when combined helped us to more effectively reach our target audience," she said. "Influencers play such a key role in the tourism industry in the modern landscape because the current generation of travellers seek out honest reviews."
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                                Toshiba Thailand has targeted 20% growth for the entire year, with more of its product line-up shifting to middle and high-tier products to tackle sluggish spending in the mass market and respond to global economic challenges.
Alex Ma, deputy managing director of Toshiba Thailand, said the company reported a 26% growth in sales across all products in the first half when compared with the corresponding period last year. He said Toshiba Thailand still expects to record 14% sales growth in the second half of 2024.

The company's performance in the first half was driven by major domestic appliances (MDA), which comprises large products such as air conditioners, refrigerators and washing machines.

More Toshiba products, particularly refrigerators and washing machines in premium tiers, have been manufactured in Thailand since 2022 when Toshiba manufacturing facilities were relocated to Thailand from China in order to strengthen the company's supply chain management and pricing advantage.

With the launch of newer models, particularly front load washing machines, along with the relocation of the company's manufacturing facilities, Toshiba Thailand recorded 47% growth in sales of washing machines and 15% growth in sales of refrigerators in the first half of 2024.

Meanwhile, revenue from air conditioners increased 103%, but this was based on relatively small volume.

For the second half, Mr Ma said despite unstable economic growth due to fluctuating currencies, the sluggish economy in China and the upcoming US presidential election, the company remains upbeat on growth, banking on new products and branding campaigns.

Toshiba Thailand will launch 27 new products in both the MDA and small domestic appliances (SDA) categories, which would mainly be high-tier models, which would see the number of product models produced by the company reach 206 by the end of this year.

Toshiba Thailand chairperson Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul said the company is pivoting to customers who are unfazed by the economic challenges and sluggish purchasing power as well as targeting young buyers to adjust its image as a company producing mass-tier products.

In 2019, the company's middle-and high-tier products accounted for 30% of sales, but the share has now increased to 40%, prompting the company to target 50% by 2025.

This will also help the company maintain a strong performance amid an influx of Chinese products in the retail market.

Mrs Kobkarn said the robust tourism industry, attracting a large number of foreign arrivals and including festive events during the remainder of this year, should distribute more income to local consumers and encourage them to purchase the company's products.

While electrical appliances are not eligible under the government's digital wallet scheme, the company would still indirectly benefit from financial circulation generated by the scheme.

She said local buyers see electrical appliances as a necessity and Toshiba products are catering to new modern lifestyles such as the trend for all-in-one washer-dryers that help costumers save space.

Toshiba Thailand is celebrating its 55th anniversary this year, and the company aims to become the leading seller of all types of electrical appliances within the next three to five years.

The company is launching a special campaign at Siam Paragon during Aug 24-25.
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                                PHUKET: Local authorities have called for an urgent beach cleanup at Hat Karon, a popular coastal attraction, due to concerns about the long-term impact on tourism.
Governor Sophon Suwannarat chaired a meeting on Wednesday with the local Joint Public and Private Sector Committee on Economic Development, where a key topic was the regulation of beach umbrellas rented out to tourists at three popular coastal attractions -- Hat Karon, Hat Kata, and Hat Patong.

Local authorities ordered cleanup measures for these beaches, with a focus on the removal of beach umbrellas and sunbeds and assigning a deputy governor to lead the operation.

The committee oversees operations to keep the beaches and public spaces clean and orderly, without having to obtain prior permission from the governor.

The governor said that while Hat Patong has managed to designate a sunbed and umbrella area which accounts to 10% of the beach space, Hat Karon has not been as successful in reining in the rentals.

Mr Sophon said Hat Karon is in a worrying state because of the crowding of umbrellas and sunbeds which block public walkways. The problem is thought to drive away visitors, he added. Phan Thongchumnum, Vice President of Prince of Songkla University, said visitors do not like too many sundbeds and umbrellas on beaches. He suggested an umbrella and sunbed zone be limited to no more than 10% of a beach area.

To help with the plan, Mr Sophon said local authorities in Hat Karon were devising measures on beach zoning arrangement.

The Hat Karon tambon office will also need to discuss with tour operators and seek their cooperation on the arrangement that involves clearing away some of the beach umbrellas and sunbeds as well as taking down beachfront billboards that are eyesores, according to Mr Sophon.

Sutjapol Thongsom, a member of the Phuket chamber of commerce, proposed that local authorities take a proactive approach to straightening out beach regulation. However, the effort to take swift action could hurt the support base of some local leaders in charge of dealing with the beach cleanup issue. If the problem was to be dealt with once and for all, authorities who neglect or refuse to undertake the cleanup should be warned of the risk of violating the law.

This is to stave off an adverse impact on the tourism industry which the province heavily relies on as a key foreign exchange earner, said Mr Sutjapol.
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                As Thais sign up for the government handout, cybersecurity remains a concern
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                                As registration for participation in the digital wallet scheme begins on the Tang Rat application, some people question whether the app is secure enough amid rampant local cyberthreats.
The app's developer, the Digital Government Development Agency (DGA), is adamant that the app's personal data protection measures meet global standards.

The app is the main channel for Thais to register for the digital wallet scheme, with registration via the app running from Aug 1 until Sept 15.

Is the Tang Rat app secure?

The DGA said it adopted a state-of-the-art cybersecurity protection system. The agency, supervised by the Prime Minister's Office, advises people to download the app only at Apple's App Store and Google's Play Store.

The DGA's role is to provide support to state agencies for the development of the digital government scheme. The Tang Rat app was introduced in 2021 to host numerous state services.

At least 20 million people registered for the digital wallet scheme via the app during the first two days of availability, according to government spokesman Chai Wacharonke.

Eligible participants are encouraged to download the app, then click on the right for the wallet, fill in their personal data and scan their faces to create an account.

The system verifies participants' identities and sends their information to related agencies to check for eligibility.

The agency said its personal data protections comply with the Electronics Transaction Committee's guidelines. Information on the app can be accessed by only the owners of the data and authorised persons, according to the DGA.

The agency reiterated it prioritised personal data protection in designing the app, deploying an advanced encryption system and identity authentication for security.

The Tang Rat developers comprise DGA experts and a team of developers with experience in developing apps serving a large number of users.

According to Bluebik, which provides consultancy on digital transformation, DGA hired its employees to support app development for user registration to ensure smooth processing of a massive number of transactions. Bluebik noted it was not involved in the development of the app related to the digital wallet system.

DGA stated it continued to test the app's security, conducting system penetration to plug loopholes before launching and conducting ongoing tests to prevent hacking or unauthorised access.

The app's management and storage of personal data complies with the Personal Data Protection Act and Cybersecurity Act, said the agency.

The DGA also has a "war room" to monitor the app's operations and prevent cyberthreats 24 hours a day.

What are the security concerns?

The agency reported a cyber-attack "blitz" against the app on the first day of the digital wallet registration. The app continued to operate, registering 18.8 million people over the first 24 hours without a crash or data leakage, according to the DGA.

AVM Amorn Chomchoey, secretary-general of the National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) and a member of the digital wallet committee, said NCSA will mandate third-party penetration testing for the digital wallet payment system. This requirement will be included in the terms of reference for bidding to develop the government's central payment platform for the scheme, he said.

The digital payment system must adhere to global security standards, such as the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard and have third-party assessment, according to the OWASP Top 10, OWASP API Top 10, OWASP Mobile Top 10, or a smart contract audit (if needed), said AVM Amorn.

OWASP, the Open Worldwide Application Security Project, is a non-profit foundation that works to improve the security of software.

The foundation said its Top 10 is a standard awareness document for developers and web application security, representing a broad consensus about the most critical security risks for web applications. The OWASP Mobile Top 10 is a list of the most prevalent vulnerabilities found in mobile apps.

AVM Amorn said the penetration testing of the payment system should encompass web backends, mobile apps and other relevant components.

He said Tang Rat employs facial recognition from the ThaID app for citizen identity verification to prevent identity theft.

The ThaID app, developed by the Department of Provincial Administration, offers a digital ID verification and authentication system. NCSA conducted a security audit of ThaID, confirming its six-month monitoring and penetration testing regime.

Both the Tang Rat and ThaID platforms informed NCSA they implemented security standards, including end-to-end encryption to protect user privacy and measures to defend against web and Distributed Denial of Service attacks.

NCSA also plans to conduct random security checks on ThaID and simulate attack attempts to assess their security posture, said AMV Amorn.

NCSA also mandates smart contract audits for the related blockchain system, including penetration testing to detect logic flaws and overspending vulnerabilities.

He said NCSA provides secure design and penetration testing guidance during the pre-operation phase of the digital wallet scheme.

After the scheme is completed, the related data must be securely deleted. If the government wants to use such data, it must be anonymised first, said AVM Amorn.

Prinya Hom-anek, executive committee chairman at ACIS Professional Center and Cybertron, said security concerns for the digital wallet span three primary components: the front-end system, the payment gateway, and the back-end system.

He said Tang Rat functions as a front- end interface for users, serving as a multi- purpose app that facilitates single sign-on access to data from various government agencies.

The app is dependent on other government systems and its user registration system requires facial and national ID authentication from the ThaID system.

Mr Prinya said the central payment system is susceptible to tampering, defined as intentional, unauthorised modifications to system components, behaviour or data. This poses a significant challenge to the project's parameters.

Blockchain technology offers a potential solution to this issue by providing tamper-proof capabilities, he said.

Prior to the entire project release, a world-class penetration test is essential for quality control, Mr Prinya said.

Is Tang Rat connected to bank accounts?

According to DGA, the app does not connect with individuals' bank accounts and has never collected bank account information. The app allows state agencies to link their information and services with it under highly regulated and secure methods, stated the DGA.

The app does not allow individuals, private organisations or banks to connect bank account information or other systems to the app, said the agency.

Bank apps or e-wallet operators in the digital wallet scheme must connect their systems with the government's planned central payment platform, which is separate from Tang Rat, noted DGA.

What is the cost to develop a central payment platform?

The cabinet approved the DGA developing the government's central payment platform project with a budget of 95 million baht.

The platform is to connect with various financial service providers and is expected to provide service from October 2024 to March 2025.

On July 11, DGA announced Depthfirst was the winner of e-bidding to develop the registration system for merchants to participate in the digital wallet scheme. The company bid 4.69 million baht for the project.
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is encouraging financial institutions to support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in transitioning to sustainable business practices.
Speaking at a central bank seminar on Wednesday titled "Financing the Transition", deputy governor Ronadol Numnonda said as part of the sustainable finance transition, the regulator plans to implement the second phase of Thailand's taxonomy in the fourth quarter this year, focusing on four industries: manufacturing, agriculture, waste management, and building and construction.

The bank implemented the first phase last year, emphasising a transition for two sectors: energy and transport.

In the second phase, the regulator wants banks to pay greater attention to SMEs transitioning towards sustainability and adhering to environmental, social and governance (ESG) standards, in line with international norms.

"We want banks to assist SMEs in transitioning from existing brown businesses to less-brown businesses," said Mr Ronadol.

"This would help SMEs improve business efficiency and strengthen competitiveness in a changing global economic landscape."

The Financing the Transition programme involves the central bank collaborating with eight commercial banks: Bangkok Bank (BBL), Krungthai Bank, Kasikornbank (KBank), Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri), TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group and UOB Thailand.

These eight banks offer sustainable product programmes tailored to the needs of SMEs, featuring special interest rates and attractive loan conditions.

BBL, the country's largest lender by total assets, launched the "Bualuang Green Financing for Transition to Environmental Sustainability". This initiative supports customers in three core areas: greenhouse gas emission reduction, climate change transition, and pollution reduction.

The bank allocated 10 billion baht for this loan project, offering loan periods of up to eight years at special rates.

KBank focuses on four industries for sustainable finance: auto parts, packaging and plastics, food and beverage, and hospitality. The bank granted 94 billion baht in sustainable finance in 2023 and aims to provide 100 billion this year, while targeting 200 billion by 2030.

SCB plans to grow the value of its sustainable finance portfolio to 150 billion baht by 2025, with loans already totalling 110 billion, notably in the hospitality sector.

Krungsri supports local SMEs in shifting to sustainable finance by offering both financial and non-financial assistance, including the establishment of the Krungsri ESG Academy to train SMEs on sustainability.

In addition, ttb expanded its green and blue loans to a total of 30 billion baht, with 5 billion in sustainable-linked loans and US$210 million in green and blue bonds.
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                                The influx of Chinese industrial products into Southeast Asia is dealing a blow to Thailand's trade, reducing its market share in the region and leading to a trade deficit with China worth nearly US$20 billion, says the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB).
The entry of Chinese online retailer Temu into Thailand is expected to worsen the situation, causing the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), a key member of JSCCIB, to call on the government to impose more tariffs on some imported products.

"If the government has no new measures to better protect Thailand against Chinese products, more companies are likely to shut down," said Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, who chaired the JSCCIB meeting on Wednesday.

From January to June, imports of Chinese products increased by 7.12% year-on-year, with a value of $37.5 billion, leading to a trade deficit of $19.9 billion, a year-on-year increase of 15.6%.

In Southeast Asia, the market share of Thai electrical appliances fell to 11.5% in the first quarter this year, down from 12.7% year-on-year, while the market share of Thai-made cars fell to 18.7% for the period, dipping from 20.9% year-on-year.

These were key factors causing the Thai manufacturing sector to decrease by 1.8% in the first half of 2024 year-on-year, said Mr Payong.

The situation affected 23 industries in Thailand, which face even more pressure following the entry of Temu, which directly sells low-cost products from factories to customers.

Local small and medium-sized enterprises are most exposed to the negative impact, he said.

During the first half of this year, some 667 factories shuttered, a year-on-year increase of 86.3%, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

"The average is 111 factories closing per month," he said.

Mr Kriengkrai said based on the rules of the Asean-China free trade agreement, the government must consider applying tariffs to some products to better protect local manufacturers.

"We are concerned that the state's ongoing efforts to slow the import of products from China will not be enough to protect Thai businesses," he said.
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                  Taekwondo-Panipak wins historic flyweight gold                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Panipak Wongpattanakit of Thailand celebrates on the podium after winning the Gold medal. (Photo: Reuters)]
                                              
                          Panipak Wongpattanakit of Thailand celebrates on the podium after winning the Gold medal. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                PARIS - Panipak Wongpattanakit made history at the Paris Olympics on Wednesday, becoming the first person from Thailand to win two gold medals when she defended her Tokyo title in the taekwondo women's flyweight division against China's Guo Qing.
Panipak won 6-3 2-3 6-2, clinching the victory with two kicks to the head, which yielded three points each.

The final match was the most difficult she fought on the day, having sailed through all the earlier bouts with two-round wins.

At a press conference immediately after the medals ceremony, a beaming Panipak confirmed reports that she would now retire.

"I am very excited... to make this victory for Thailand," Panipak said, adding that a series of injuries affecting her knee, ankle and hip had led to her decision to retire.

"I have a gym in Thailand," she told a reporter, adding to laughter: "If you want to learn with me, come to Thailand."

						

							
						


Panipak had already risen to fame in her home country by getting Thailand's first gold medal in taekwondo in Tokyo. With 1.6 million followers on TikTok, Panipak is known for the way she kicks by raising her leg from the back to strike the trunk protector.

Panipak, who turns 27 on Thursday, has had the same coach, Chatchai Choi, for the past 13 years. He was instrumental in persuading her not to quit the sport after she was disappointed at winning bronze at the 2016 Rio Olympics.

[image: Panipak Wongpattanakit of Thailand in action with Qing Guo of China. (Reuters photo)]
Panipak Wongpattanakit of Thailand in action with Qing Guo of China. (Reuters photo)



Croatia's Lena Stojkovic and Iran's Mobina Nematzadeh won the bronze medals. 
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                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin insisted on Wednesday that he wasn't aware of any cabinet ministers attempting to persuade MPs from the opposition Move Forward Party to switch sides by offering them 20-30 million baht.
Speaking before the Constitutional Court ruled to disband the party yesterday, Mr Srettha said that if the claim was to be believed, it would not be right for any party to attempt to buy an MP from another.

If Move Forward stands firm on its claim that the person who approached some MPs was a minister in his government, he said, the party should seek legal action against such misconduct.

"If that's true, [the MFP](#) had better produce evidence to prove the claim and pursue legal action [against the alleged wrongdoer](#)," said Mr Srettha.

Jirat Thongsuwan, a Move Forward MP for Chachoengsao, claimed on Tuesday that an assistant to a cabinet minister approached him through a friend in his constituency with an offer of 20-30 million baht.

Mr Jirat said the minister was preparing to form a new party and wanted him to help the minister with that, which he refused to do.

Pita Limjaroenrat, the Move Forward chief adviser, said party MPs had shown him chats on their phones in which they were encouraged to defect by offering a range of benefits, including money and important positions.

"They will never go for the offered money or positions because it is the public trust in them that matters most to these MPs and makes me feel relieved," he said.

He said he was talking about these dirty political tricks simply because he wanted people to know of the ugly reality in Thai politics.

Mr Pita said he was confident Move Forward MPs held true to a firm political ideology and believed they would never leave the party for money or other benefits.

All MPs were screened well to ensure they shared the same ideology before they were chosen and fielded in last year's general election, said Mr Pita.

When Move Forward's predecessor Future Forward was dissolved in 2020, some of its MPs defected to parties in the coalition headed by the 2014 coup leader Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha. When they stood for re-election in their constituencies in 2023, they all lost.

The party on Wednesday expressed confidence that no such defections will happen this time as it prepares to announce its third incarnation on Friday.
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                  VietJet adding up to 10 Airbus jets this year                

                Deliveries to budget carrier come at a time when plane availability is limited
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                                HANOI - The Vietnamese budget carrier VietJet said on Thursday that it would take delivery of up to 10 Airbus jets this year.
The announcement comes at a time when local airlines are facing a shortage of aircraft due to engine recalls by manufacturers and high leasing prices.

The new jets, which are mostly the A321neo ACF (Airbus Cabin Flex) model, are expected to be delivered from this month, VietJet said in a statement.

The company has ordered a total of 206 planes from Airbus and operates a fleet of more than 100 aircraft, it added.

Last month, it signed a contract with Airbus to buy 20 A330neo wide-body aircraft in a deal valued at $7.4 billion based on the manufacturer's list price.
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                  SME factory closure jump spurs calls for state investment                

                Business leaders say 667 smaller-scale production facilities closed in first half, up 83% from a year ago
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                                The closure of more than 660 factories by small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the first half of 2024 has raised alarms among economists and business leaders.
The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) has called for government support after 667 SME production facilities shut down, marking an 86.3% year-on-year increase and averaging 111 closures a month.

Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association and the JSCCIB, on Thursday expressed concern over the decline in the local production sector despite data showing a 122.7% rise in factory openings in the first half, with 1,009 new facilities. However, most of the new plants are foreign-owned ventures promoted by the Board of Investment (BOI).

The average capital for the closed factories was 27.12 million baht, highlighting the impact on SMEs and indicating a concerning trend in the loss of smaller businesses.

Mr Payong said the JSCCIB is drafting proposals for government initiatives to support industries, including promoting "Made in Thailand" products and investing in key sectors.

The group is also advocating for more support for the electric vehicle (EV) auto parts industry, industrial waste management and human resources development to reinforce the Industry 4.0 model.

Government analysts reported that investment as a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP) has fallen below 25%, down from nearly 30%, due to increased savings from a budget surplus and rising foreign capital outflows affecting production infrastructure.

The JSCCIB agreed with these findings and urged investment incentives to enhance competitiveness, including significant tax breaks to attract investment to secondary cities, focus on local content and promote research in emerging industries.

Members also emphasised the need for infrastructure investment to accommodate megatrends, support a low-carbon society and improve business conditions.

At their latest meeting on Wednesday, JSCCIB members underscored the urgent need to speed up government spending, particularly in construction, to boost employment, cash flow and overall economic purchasing power.

According to the business group, the Thai economy is expected to grow by between 2.2% and 2.7% this year, unchanged from a previous forecast.

The group maintained its forecast for Thai exports to rise by 0.8% to 1.5% this year, after falling 1% last year.

The country's economy expanded 1.9% last year, lagging regional peers as it faces high household debt and borrowing costs as well as weak exports.

Bank of Thailand (BoT) governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput told a business seminar on Thursday that providing credit access for smaller businesses is important for the country's economic growth.

The central bank is seeking to reduce credit risks for smaller firms to help them obtain loans from banks, he added.


	Related: SMEs need help to meet sustainability goals
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                                Thailand has approved incentives for joint ventures (JV) between Thai and foreign companies to manufacture automotive parts for vehicles using all types of propulsion systems, its Board of Investment (BOI) said on Thursday.
Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest autos production centre and an export base for some of the world's top carmakers. The government is heavily promoting investments in electric vehicles (EVs) in particular, with incentives to lure major firms.

Both new projects and existing parts manufacturers that are already enjoying promotions but are transforming into a JV are eligible for two years of additional tax exemption, capped at eight years, providing they apply before the end of 2025, the BOI said.

To qualify, a new JV must invest at least 100 million baht (US$2.82 million) in the manufacturing of auto parts and comprise a Thai and foreign company, with the local firm required to be at least 60% Thai-owned and provide a minimum 30% of the JV's registered capital, it said.

On Wednesday, the BOI approved south Korean auto maker Hyundai Motor Company's investment worth 1 billion baht ($28 million) to set up a facility to assemble EVs and batteries in Thailand.
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                  Bangkok Bank contemplates virtual banking opportunities                

                              

                                Bangkok Bank (BBL) is exploring virtual banking opportunities as it transitions to digital banking services in response to changing customer behaviour.
BBL president Chartsiri Sophonpanich said the bank is examining the Bank of Thailand's new virtual bank licence. The bank is also shifting its operations to digital banking, in alignment with the digital era, he said.

The central bank is scheduled to begin accepting applications for virtual bank licences in September this year.

Three business consortiums -- SCB X, the financial technology conglomerate and holding company of Siam Commercial Bank, Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group and Gulf Energy Development (Gulf) -- have expressed their intention to apply.

VGI, an advertising and financial service arm of BTS Group, recently indicated interest in virtual banking through a partnership with a major local financial institution.

Given the strong relationship between BBL and BTS Group, the former is expected to be a potential partner for this new venture.

Mr Chartsiri refrained from commenting on market expectations, noting the bank is adopting digital services as customer expectations change.

Both retail and business customers are increasingly adopting digital finance solutions, prompting BBL to adjust its operations, he said.

VGI recently revealed to local media plans to apply for a virtual bank licence with partners, as it is currently holding discussions.

VGI does not intend to be a major shareholder in the virtual bank, aiming to hold no more than 25% in the new entity under the central bank's minimum registered capital requirement for a virtual bank of 5 billion baht, said the company.

SCB X is collaborating with South Korea's KakaoBank and China's WeBank to apply for a new licence.

The Gulf consortium is partnering with Krungthai Bank, Advanced Info Service (AIS) and PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc (OR), while CP Group is expected to leverage TrueMoney, an e-payment and financial service provider in Southeast Asia, along with Ant Group and retail channels such as 7-Eleven, to operate its virtual banking business.
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                                PTT Exploration and Production Plc (PTTEP) expects its new investment in the Ghasha concession in the United Arab Emirates to increase its petroleum reserves, making them sufficient for sale for up to seven years.
The current reserves, mostly referring to oil and gas that can be drilled for production, allow the company to sell its petroleum products for six years.

Additional reserves came after the company's wholly-owned PTTEP Mena Co signed a sale and purchase agreement to acquire a 10% stake in the Ghasha concession from Wintershall Dea Middle East GmbH, said Panporn Sasananan, senior vice-president for finance at PTTEP.

The Ghasha concession is a significant natural gas field located in shallow waters off the western coast of Abu Dhabi, with Abu Dhabi National Oil Co as the operator.

It encompasses nine petroleum fields where petroleum potential has been discovered. Some of these fields are currently in the development phase.

The Ghasha concession is set to produce more than 1.5 billion standard cubic feet per day of natural gas before the end of 2030.

The project is a part of PTTEP's estimated total expenditure of US$6.72 billion, composed of capital expenditure and operating expenditure of $4.31 billion and $2.4 billion, respectively.

In December last year, the company announced revisions to its capital and operating expenditure to adapt to the rapidly changing dynamics of global oil and gas demand and supply, as well as the broader global economy.

According to Ms Panporn, the Ghasha concession includes a pioneering development which aims to operate at net-zero emissions.

PTTEP earlier announced it had also teamed up with five companies from France and South Korea to produce green hydrogen in Oman.

Green hydrogen, which is used to fuel power generation and manufacturing processes, is produced by using electricity made from renewable energy to split water molecules into oxygen and hydrogen.

In 2024, PTTEP expects its petroleum sales to decrease due to the maintenance programmes of petroleum production facilities in the Gulf of Thailand.
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                                Partipost, a leading influencer marketing platform in Southeast Asia, has officially launched its service in Thailand by offering people the chance to become content creators.
Anyone with over 200 followers can become a "Partiposter" by joining campaigns, connecting with brands and earning cash through their content, according to the company.

According to Partipost founder and chief executive Jonathan Eg, the influencer marketing platform connects brands with a diverse network of influencers, enabling them to create authentic and impactful marketing campaigns.

Founded in Singapore, Partipost has rapidly expanded across Southeast Asia and currently operates in eight markets, namely Singapore, Indonesia, Taiwan, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Hong Kong and now Thailand.

Since the launch of the platform early in 2018, Partipost has now built a network of over 1 million influencers and has worked with more than 5,000 brands on over 12,000 marketing campaigns in eight different countries.

In Thailand, the platform soft-launched last year and has already acquired a community of over 3,000 influencers. It aims to increase the number of influencers to over 100,000 within the next 6-12 months.

"Thailand is a vibrant market with immense potential for influencer marketing, with a growing number of consumers turning to social media for product recommendations."

The platform empowers everyone, ranging from active social media users to established influencers, to collaborate with top brands and create authentic content that resonates with local audiences.

Mr Eg said traditional categories in Thailand such as beauty, fashion, foodies and travel remain highly popular. However, there has been a significant shift towards other influential niches.

Currently, the top content type in Thailand is food and beverages, which leads the way in terms of influencer campaign spending, accounting for about 39% of the total budget, followed by beauty and fashion, which accounts for about 17.4%.

Surprisingly, gadgets and automotives have risen to third place, capturing 10.6% of the overall budget.

Mr Eg said the platform's features provide seamless matches between brands and influencers, scalable regional campaigns, various tiers of influencers ranging from nano-micro-macro to celebrities, providing a diverse group of communities.

In the Asia-Pacific market, there has been an average increase of 37% in marketing budgets between 2023 and 2024. In addition, almost nine out of 10 people in the region now spend over two hours per day on social media.

Pawat Ruangdejworachai, president and chief executive of Media Intelligence Group, said a fragmented world and shifting media landscape have given rise to new consumer behaviours that require that authenticity and real connections are vital. Marketing communication is evolving rapidly, he noted.

Generative AI, advanced content tools and economic challenges have empowered consumers to become influencers, shaping a dynamic economy where anyone can impact brand narratives, Mr Pawat said.

For brands to connect meaningfully with audiences, embracing authenticity and leveraging technology is essential, fostering trust and loyalty in a constantly changing market, he added.

Kanokkun Changpun, associate director of marketing at Klook Technology (Thailand), a partner of Partipost, said partnering with Partipost had strengthened and reinforced the company's marketing strategy.

"The platform is easy to use and has a wide network of influencers, which when combined helped us to more effectively reach our target audience," she said. "Influencers play such a key role in the tourism industry in the modern landscape because the current generation of travellers seek out honest reviews."
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                  Toshiba unit sets sales growth target at 20%                

                White goods grew by 26% in first half
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                                Toshiba Thailand has targeted 20% growth for the entire year, with more of its product line-up shifting to middle and high-tier products to tackle sluggish spending in the mass market and respond to global economic challenges.
Alex Ma, deputy managing director of Toshiba Thailand, said the company reported a 26% growth in sales across all products in the first half when compared with the corresponding period last year. He said Toshiba Thailand still expects to record 14% sales growth in the second half of 2024.

The company's performance in the first half was driven by major domestic appliances (MDA), which comprises large products such as air conditioners, refrigerators and washing machines.

More Toshiba products, particularly refrigerators and washing machines in premium tiers, have been manufactured in Thailand since 2022 when Toshiba manufacturing facilities were relocated to Thailand from China in order to strengthen the company's supply chain management and pricing advantage.

With the launch of newer models, particularly front load washing machines, along with the relocation of the company's manufacturing facilities, Toshiba Thailand recorded 47% growth in sales of washing machines and 15% growth in sales of refrigerators in the first half of 2024.

Meanwhile, revenue from air conditioners increased 103%, but this was based on relatively small volume.

For the second half, Mr Ma said despite unstable economic growth due to fluctuating currencies, the sluggish economy in China and the upcoming US presidential election, the company remains upbeat on growth, banking on new products and branding campaigns.

Toshiba Thailand will launch 27 new products in both the MDA and small domestic appliances (SDA) categories, which would mainly be high-tier models, which would see the number of product models produced by the company reach 206 by the end of this year.

Toshiba Thailand chairperson Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul said the company is pivoting to customers who are unfazed by the economic challenges and sluggish purchasing power as well as targeting young buyers to adjust its image as a company producing mass-tier products.

In 2019, the company's middle-and high-tier products accounted for 30% of sales, but the share has now increased to 40%, prompting the company to target 50% by 2025.

This will also help the company maintain a strong performance amid an influx of Chinese products in the retail market.

Mrs Kobkarn said the robust tourism industry, attracting a large number of foreign arrivals and including festive events during the remainder of this year, should distribute more income to local consumers and encourage them to purchase the company's products.

While electrical appliances are not eligible under the government's digital wallet scheme, the company would still indirectly benefit from financial circulation generated by the scheme.

She said local buyers see electrical appliances as a necessity and Toshiba products are catering to new modern lifestyles such as the trend for all-in-one washer-dryers that help costumers save space.

Toshiba Thailand is celebrating its 55th anniversary this year, and the company aims to become the leading seller of all types of electrical appliances within the next three to five years.

The company is launching a special campaign at Siam Paragon during Aug 24-25.
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                As Thais sign up for the government handout, cybersecurity remains a concern
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                                As registration for participation in the digital wallet scheme begins on the Tang Rat application, some people question whether the app is secure enough amid rampant local cyberthreats.
The app's developer, the Digital Government Development Agency (DGA), is adamant that the app's personal data protection measures meet global standards.

The app is the main channel for Thais to register for the digital wallet scheme, with registration via the app running from Aug 1 until Sept 15.

Is the Tang Rat app secure?

The DGA said it adopted a state-of-the-art cybersecurity protection system. The agency, supervised by the Prime Minister's Office, advises people to download the app only at Apple's App Store and Google's Play Store.

The DGA's role is to provide support to state agencies for the development of the digital government scheme. The Tang Rat app was introduced in 2021 to host numerous state services.

At least 20 million people registered for the digital wallet scheme via the app during the first two days of availability, according to government spokesman Chai Wacharonke.

Eligible participants are encouraged to download the app, then click on the right for the wallet, fill in their personal data and scan their faces to create an account.

The system verifies participants' identities and sends their information to related agencies to check for eligibility.

The agency said its personal data protections comply with the Electronics Transaction Committee's guidelines. Information on the app can be accessed by only the owners of the data and authorised persons, according to the DGA.

The agency reiterated it prioritised personal data protection in designing the app, deploying an advanced encryption system and identity authentication for security.

The Tang Rat developers comprise DGA experts and a team of developers with experience in developing apps serving a large number of users.

According to Bluebik, which provides consultancy on digital transformation, DGA hired its employees to support app development for user registration to ensure smooth processing of a massive number of transactions. Bluebik noted it was not involved in the development of the app related to the digital wallet system.

DGA stated it continued to test the app's security, conducting system penetration to plug loopholes before launching and conducting ongoing tests to prevent hacking or unauthorised access.

The app's management and storage of personal data complies with the Personal Data Protection Act and Cybersecurity Act, said the agency.

The DGA also has a "war room" to monitor the app's operations and prevent cyberthreats 24 hours a day.

What are the security concerns?

The agency reported a cyber-attack "blitz" against the app on the first day of the digital wallet registration. The app continued to operate, registering 18.8 million people over the first 24 hours without a crash or data leakage, according to the DGA.

AVM Amorn Chomchoey, secretary-general of the National Cyber Security Agency (NCSA) and a member of the digital wallet committee, said NCSA will mandate third-party penetration testing for the digital wallet payment system. This requirement will be included in the terms of reference for bidding to develop the government's central payment platform for the scheme, he said.

The digital payment system must adhere to global security standards, such as the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard and have third-party assessment, according to the OWASP Top 10, OWASP API Top 10, OWASP Mobile Top 10, or a smart contract audit (if needed), said AVM Amorn.

OWASP, the Open Worldwide Application Security Project, is a non-profit foundation that works to improve the security of software.

The foundation said its Top 10 is a standard awareness document for developers and web application security, representing a broad consensus about the most critical security risks for web applications. The OWASP Mobile Top 10 is a list of the most prevalent vulnerabilities found in mobile apps.

AVM Amorn said the penetration testing of the payment system should encompass web backends, mobile apps and other relevant components.

He said Tang Rat employs facial recognition from the ThaID app for citizen identity verification to prevent identity theft.

The ThaID app, developed by the Department of Provincial Administration, offers a digital ID verification and authentication system. NCSA conducted a security audit of ThaID, confirming its six-month monitoring and penetration testing regime.

Both the Tang Rat and ThaID platforms informed NCSA they implemented security standards, including end-to-end encryption to protect user privacy and measures to defend against web and Distributed Denial of Service attacks.

NCSA also plans to conduct random security checks on ThaID and simulate attack attempts to assess their security posture, said AMV Amorn.

NCSA also mandates smart contract audits for the related blockchain system, including penetration testing to detect logic flaws and overspending vulnerabilities.

He said NCSA provides secure design and penetration testing guidance during the pre-operation phase of the digital wallet scheme.

After the scheme is completed, the related data must be securely deleted. If the government wants to use such data, it must be anonymised first, said AVM Amorn.

Prinya Hom-anek, executive committee chairman at ACIS Professional Center and Cybertron, said security concerns for the digital wallet span three primary components: the front-end system, the payment gateway, and the back-end system.

He said Tang Rat functions as a front- end interface for users, serving as a multi- purpose app that facilitates single sign-on access to data from various government agencies.

The app is dependent on other government systems and its user registration system requires facial and national ID authentication from the ThaID system.

Mr Prinya said the central payment system is susceptible to tampering, defined as intentional, unauthorised modifications to system components, behaviour or data. This poses a significant challenge to the project's parameters.

Blockchain technology offers a potential solution to this issue by providing tamper-proof capabilities, he said.

Prior to the entire project release, a world-class penetration test is essential for quality control, Mr Prinya said.

Is Tang Rat connected to bank accounts?

According to DGA, the app does not connect with individuals' bank accounts and has never collected bank account information. The app allows state agencies to link their information and services with it under highly regulated and secure methods, stated the DGA.

The app does not allow individuals, private organisations or banks to connect bank account information or other systems to the app, said the agency.

Bank apps or e-wallet operators in the digital wallet scheme must connect their systems with the government's planned central payment platform, which is separate from Tang Rat, noted DGA.

What is the cost to develop a central payment platform?

The cabinet approved the DGA developing the government's central payment platform project with a budget of 95 million baht.

The platform is to connect with various financial service providers and is expected to provide service from October 2024 to March 2025.

On July 11, DGA announced Depthfirst was the winner of e-bidding to develop the registration system for merchants to participate in the digital wallet scheme. The company bid 4.69 million baht for the project.
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                  Bank of Thailand urges banks to help SMEs sustainably transition                
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                                The Bank of Thailand (BoT) is encouraging financial institutions to support small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in transitioning to sustainable business practices.
Speaking at a central bank seminar on Wednesday titled "Financing the Transition", deputy governor Ronadol Numnonda said as part of the sustainable finance transition, the regulator plans to implement the second phase of Thailand's taxonomy in the fourth quarter this year, focusing on four industries: manufacturing, agriculture, waste management, and building and construction.

The bank implemented the first phase last year, emphasising a transition for two sectors: energy and transport.

In the second phase, the regulator wants banks to pay greater attention to SMEs transitioning towards sustainability and adhering to environmental, social and governance (ESG) standards, in line with international norms.

"We want banks to assist SMEs in transitioning from existing brown businesses to less-brown businesses," said Mr Ronadol.

"This would help SMEs improve business efficiency and strengthen competitiveness in a changing global economic landscape."

The Financing the Transition programme involves the central bank collaborating with eight commercial banks: Bangkok Bank (BBL), Krungthai Bank, Kasikornbank (KBank), Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri), TMBThanachart Bank (ttb), Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group and UOB Thailand.

These eight banks offer sustainable product programmes tailored to the needs of SMEs, featuring special interest rates and attractive loan conditions.

BBL, the country's largest lender by total assets, launched the "Bualuang Green Financing for Transition to Environmental Sustainability". This initiative supports customers in three core areas: greenhouse gas emission reduction, climate change transition, and pollution reduction.

The bank allocated 10 billion baht for this loan project, offering loan periods of up to eight years at special rates.

KBank focuses on four industries for sustainable finance: auto parts, packaging and plastics, food and beverage, and hospitality. The bank granted 94 billion baht in sustainable finance in 2023 and aims to provide 100 billion this year, while targeting 200 billion by 2030.

SCB plans to grow the value of its sustainable finance portfolio to 150 billion baht by 2025, with loans already totalling 110 billion, notably in the hospitality sector.

Krungsri supports local SMEs in shifting to sustainable finance by offering both financial and non-financial assistance, including the establishment of the Krungsri ESG Academy to train SMEs on sustainability.

In addition, ttb expanded its green and blue loans to a total of 30 billion baht, with 5 billion in sustainable-linked loans and US$210 million in green and blue bonds.
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                  Call for new tariffs on Chinese goods                

                Panel says Thai trade is under threat
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                                The influx of Chinese industrial products into Southeast Asia is dealing a blow to Thailand's trade, reducing its market share in the region and leading to a trade deficit with China worth nearly US$20 billion, says the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB).
The entry of Chinese online retailer Temu into Thailand is expected to worsen the situation, causing the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), a key member of JSCCIB, to call on the government to impose more tariffs on some imported products.

"If the government has no new measures to better protect Thailand against Chinese products, more companies are likely to shut down," said Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, who chaired the JSCCIB meeting on Wednesday.

From January to June, imports of Chinese products increased by 7.12% year-on-year, with a value of $37.5 billion, leading to a trade deficit of $19.9 billion, a year-on-year increase of 15.6%.

In Southeast Asia, the market share of Thai electrical appliances fell to 11.5% in the first quarter this year, down from 12.7% year-on-year, while the market share of Thai-made cars fell to 18.7% for the period, dipping from 20.9% year-on-year.

These were key factors causing the Thai manufacturing sector to decrease by 1.8% in the first half of 2024 year-on-year, said Mr Payong.

The situation affected 23 industries in Thailand, which face even more pressure following the entry of Temu, which directly sells low-cost products from factories to customers.

Local small and medium-sized enterprises are most exposed to the negative impact, he said.

During the first half of this year, some 667 factories shuttered, a year-on-year increase of 86.3%, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

"The average is 111 factories closing per month," he said.

Mr Kriengkrai said based on the rules of the Asean-China free trade agreement, the government must consider applying tariffs to some products to better protect local manufacturers.

"We are concerned that the state's ongoing efforts to slow the import of products from China will not be enough to protect Thai businesses," he said.
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        Axeing parties not helpful
        The Constitutional Court's ruling on Wednesday, ordering the dissolution of the Move Forward Party (MFP) -- the winner of last year's general election -- was no surprise.

      

      
        France's West Sahara move a 'thunderclap'
        In what's described as a thunderclap in French North African policy, the Paris government recognised Morocco's sovereignty over the long disputed Western Sahara, a region long contested by rival Algeria and a lingering subject of endless United Nations deliberations.

      

      
        Digital wallet tokens could hit scheme
        I bet the government never thought of this when they thought of the Digital Wallet scheme. It probably does not make sense to it that there could be millions of people shunning pseudo money, namely Digital Wallet Tokens (DWTs). Perhaps, in the government's mind, a DWT is almost on a par with genuine money -- fiat money.

      

      
        Irony takes centre stage at Olympics
        Two big cultural events this summer, the opening ceremony of the 2024 Paris Olympics and the release of Deadpool &amp; Wolverine, both offer dazzling spectacles saturated by irony. But that is about all they have in common, and by analysing their differences, we can better appreciate the profoundly ambiguous nature of irony today.

      

      
        Tilapia crisis needs fixing
        This week's cabinet meeting was hotly anticipated by the public and media, who were eager to know who was responsible for the flood of invasive blackchin tilapia recently found in 17 provinces and coastal waters.

      

      
        The debate about AI safety gets everything wrong
        A huge industry has emerged in recent years as China, the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European Union have made the safety of artificial intelligence a top priority. Obviously, any technology -- from cars and pharmaceuticals to machine tools and lawnmowers -- should be designed as safely as possible (one wishes that more scrutiny had been brought to bear on social media during its...

      

      
        People power has won, for now
        Sheikh Hasina could have left gracefully. Instead, Bangladesh's prime minister resigned and fled to neighbouring India, ending her 15-year-long rule as chaos has engulfed the nation. The army wasted no time stepping in to form an interim government, although what shape that will take is still unclear.

      

      
        The twin challenges of 'climate finance'
        As I am writing this in early August, climate finance is becoming a trendier topic in Thailand's financial and business sector. I suspect this is partly due to two recent developments: the upcoming Climate Change Act (the draft of which is making the rounds via public hearing sessions), and the Excise Department's announcement in June 2024 that Thailand aims to become the second country in...

      

      
        Thaksin's VIP 'jail time'
        The release of a report from the National Human Rights Commission's (NHRC) probe into the claim that the Department of Corrections (DoC) gave privileged treatment to inmate-on-parole Thaksin Shinawatra was released on Aug 2. With the former PM officially becoming a freeman on Aug 31, the report is overdue, but late is always better than never.

      

      
        Netanyahu's game crossing all the red lines
        Democrats in the United States and most people who are paying attention elsewhere in the world were greatly relieved when President Joe Biden quit his re-election campaign two weeks ago and let Vice-President Kamala Harris run instead. They don't really know much about her, but they know she is not Donald Trump.
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																The Constitutional Court's ruling on Wednesday, ordering the dissolution of the Move Forward Party (MFP) -- the winner of last year's general election -- was no surprise.
For months, the MFP has been preparing a new party and listing "third-generation members" who will lead the new iteration of this progressive group. Other political parties have reportedly wooed over 100 elected lawmakers to join them. This political manoeuvring reflects a cycle of deja vu in Thai politics: dissolved parties re-emerge under new banners and successors, while elected lawmakers from banned parties move on.

Some will become "cobras" -- a local term for lawmakers who switch parties in exchange for financial rewards or positions in ministries and Lower Chamber committees. In the case of the MFP, Pita Limjaroenrat -- one of the 11 executives hit with a 10-year ban from competing in elections or founding a new party -- proudly says the party's lawmakers are not for sale and will not betray voters' trust by becoming political cobras. It remains to be seen whether the progressive party and its ideological members will rise to the occasion or be drawn into the political whirlpool.

Indeed, the plight of this progressive party is not over. A group of 44 MFP members -- who in 2021 signed a bill to amend and tone down Section 112, also known as the lese majeste law -- are still in trouble, as their support for this move led some to question their ethics. If found guilty, some of these MPs -- including "third-generation" members tipped to lead the new party, such as Sirikanya Tansakul and prominent figures like Rome Rangsiman and Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn -- could face lifetime bans from politics, which is seen as a death sentence for politicians.

If this happens, the party and its young politicians will be severely affected. Whether you support them or not, these young and idealistic politicians are a new political resource for the future. What will happen to Thai democracy in the long term if young politicians challenging tradition face political bans?

It is shocking to learn that over the past 25 years, more than 120 parties have been disbanded for violating the Organic Act on Political Parties 1998 and its latest 2017 version.

Reasons range from minor infractions, such as failing to field candidates in two consecutive elections, to serious ones, such as nominating Princess Ubolratana, sister of His Majesty the King, as a prime ministerial candidate, as was the case with the Thai Raksa Chart Party. Additionally, 249 politicians have been banned from contesting elections for 10 years. The question remains: do party dissolutions and excessive bans benefit the country? Is it making Thai politics cleaner, or democracy healthier?

Elected politicians from compliant parties continue to engage in politics, while unscrupulous politicians still walk free. Notably, coup makers who have shredded charters and repeatedly snubbed democracy have not faced political bans -- and, in fact, have thrived -- while progressive parties with radical stances perceived as a threat to the monarchy have been sidelined.

It is time for lawmakers and the new Upper Chamber to improve the law to ensure that penalties are proportionate and benefit democracy in the long term.

Perhaps the next challenge for the Election Commission will be the party dissolution case against the Bhumjaithai Party, which has been pending for 512 days -- compared to the 189 days it took the judicial system to disband the MFP. Without a major overhaul, party dissolution will hinder the development of Thai democracy.
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																In what's described as a thunderclap in French North African policy, the Paris government recognised Morocco's sovereignty over the long disputed Western Sahara, a region long contested by rival Algeria and a lingering subject of endless United Nations deliberations.
In a deft and daring diplomatic move during a domestic political crisis but also the Olympics, France's President Emmanuel Macron, changed the narrative and put the Paris government into closer alignment with the Kingdom of Morocco. While Mr Macron's move presents a positive recalibration of relations with Morocco, it's counterbalanced by Algeria's predictable political ire. Algeria withdrew its ambassador from Paris as an early protest.

The move was described as a "thunderclap" in Franco/Algerian relations by the respected French daily Le Figaro.

Symbolically Mr Macron's gesture to Morocco came on the 25th anniversary of King Mohammed VI's accession to the throne in Rabat. France's ties with the kingdom have long been clouded by a lack of formal recognition of Western Sahara's complicated status.

In a letter to the Moroccan king, President Macron accepted the plan that Morocco proposed in 2007 offering the region limited autonomy under its sovereignty the "only basis" to resolve the conflict. Indeed Mr Macron stated forcefully, "The present and future of Western Sahara fall within the framework of Moroccan sovereignty."

The stratagem deals a setback to the pro-independence Polisario Front, which claims to be the legitimate representative of the indigenous Saharawi people.

Mr Macron's deft moves on the Maghreb/North African political chessboard were long overdue in a sensitive region of former French colonies. Ties with Algeria have been traditionally shadowed by the enduring memories of its bloody 1950's fight for independence from France as much as the Algiers regime's self-appointed standing as a politically progressive "player" in the Arab world.

"Paris had more interest to get closer to Rabat than to maintain false pretenses with Algeria," opined Xavier Driencourt former French ambassador to Algeria told Le Figaro.

The People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, since independence from France in 1962, has been a corrupt socialist state. Though Algeria had faced but destroyed a violent domestic Islamic jihadi insurgency in the 1990's, the land of 45 million people has moderated in recent years and favoured a closer, if cautious, relationship with France. It's still run by a shadowy military/civil deep state known as le pouvoir, "the Power".

Conversely France maintains close socio/economic relations with Morocco; tourism is thriving, investment and trade flourish. Morocco hosts the largest French investments on the African continent. France exports to Morocco in 2022 reached $5 billion (178 billion baht). Morocco a major provider of agricultural products but also cars and aircraft parts, exports $8 billion to France.

Mr Macron's moves mirror an equally bold political initiative by the former Trump administration offering American recognition to Morocco's claim over Western Sahara. US/Moroccan relations have traditionally been cordial; in 1777 Morocco was one of the first states to diplomatically recognise American independence from Britain.

Western Sahara has its own colonial past having been controlled by Spain until 1975, when neighbouring Morocco's "Green March" peacefully albeit forcefully annexed the vast desert region. Since that time Western Sahara has been a political football between both Morocco and Algeria. In turn Algeria supports the mostly Marxist Polisario separatists, which serve as a cat's paw for Algerian interests.

The UN still maintains a monitoring mission (MINURSO) in the region since 1991 which monitors a ceasefire, but which had hoped to hold a referendum to settle the decades long sovereignty dispute. The referendum is yet to be held.

Not surprisingly, France has long sought to improve long frayed and sensitive ties with its former colony. Algeria is France's second largest African trading partner.

Another unstated reason for the sudden Paris/Rabat rapprochement has been Mr Macron's growing concerns over illegal flows of migrants from Morocco into Spain and France.

It's not just Moroccan nationals who fit pretty easily into France but large numbers of West African illegals who are trafficked through Morocco and slipped into Spain.

So the point seems Mr Macron wants much more cooperation from Morocco to deter migrant trafficking. France politically supports Morocco's Western Sahara claims in the hope of stabilising a strategic partner and ally. The bets are down.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defense issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism -- the Diplomacy of Separated Nations: Germany, Korea, China'.
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																I bet the government never thought of this when they thought of the Digital Wallet scheme. It probably does not make sense to it that there could be millions of people shunning pseudo money, namely Digital Wallet Tokens (DWTs). Perhaps, in the government's mind, a DWT is almost on a par with genuine money -- fiat money.
For recognition purposes, I will refer to genuine money as cash.

Wrong. Very wrong. A DWT is inferior money. I, myself, had also never thought of its second-class status until I heard comments from market vendors that most of them will not accept DWTs.

The inferiority of DWTs comes from (1) not being freely used on all goods and services, (2) being non-transferable from person to person, and (3) their unclear legal status.

Just imagine the situation when one needs to give school money to one's kids or give money to one's family members to prepare today's dinner or to pay overdue rent to a landlord. All of that has to be done with cash. The problem is that if one's income is received in DWTs, where does the cash come from?

I have the opinion that DWTs will dominate, if not take over, all businesses accepting DWT's cash registers. The reason is that DWT recipients are fully aware of its inferiority regarding limited usage and naturally want to dispose of it before hard earned cash. Most importantly, DWTs are given to them free.

I go through the NESDC's private consumption data to estimate the portion of day-to-day expenses where DWTs are not applicable. The portion is 34.9% of total consumption expenses, namely transport (11.5%), housing and utilities (8.9%), and health (5.2%). If one includes debt repayment expenses and daily cash given to kids and family members, the cash requirement portion could easily exceed 50% of one's income.

Do readers now understand why market sellers make the logical decision not to accept DWTs?

Let me give an illustration. A market vendor makes 1,000 baht in sales per day, all in DWTs, but needs 500 baht in cash for cash expenses. For a one month period, that market seller would be 15,000 baht short in cash. This 15,000 baht has nowhere to come from except savings or from loan sharks.

On this point, the government would argue that a particular market seller would lose his/her business to another market seller. Think again. Rich boys and girls sitting in air-conditioned ivory towers. Most, if not all, market sellers are cash strapped and have no savings. Therefore, they cannot afford cash advancements. In reality, there would be few cash-loaded market sellers accepting DWTs.

The cash shortage pain is not limited to small, impoverished market sellers, roadside food carts, and micro-sized SMEs. It would affect medium- and large-sized businesses as well. Medium- and large-sized business all have cash burdens. They need cash to pay wages, transport, utilities, communications, loan repayments, and, surprisingly, taxes. VAT alone is 7% on all sales.

There are 3.2 million SMEs with 2.7 million of those, or 84.4%, micro-sized. They are unlikely to participate in the DWT scheme because of cash shortage problems.

I can think of three possible solutions to remedy DWT's inferiorities and improve the acceptance of DWTs.

Obviously, the first is to extend spending coverage to cover utility payments and transportation expenses. By including those two categories, DWTs would cover 20.4% more of consumption expenses. However, the government is likely to say "no."

These two spending categories bring in substantial cash income to the government and government agencies. Fuel tax revenue is about 12 billion baht per month. The government does not want to have tax revenue in pseudo money as they cannot pay salaries with DWTs. Fuel suppliers to Thai power companies also do not accept payment with DWTs.

It is rather funny that the government and its agencies refuse accepting DWTs because of their inferiority, but they want to ask the private sector to accept this inferior money.

However, DWTs can never be allowed to service debt as that would make DWTs legal tender. All cabinet members would go to jail for authorising fake money which is a clear violation of the Currency Act.

Person to person transfers cannot also be allowed. If such a loophole is opened, people would use DWTs for illegal activities such as gambling and drugs.

This might be the right moment to point out that DWTs are not legal tender and has no legal status. No one can sue someone who fails to honour a DWT transaction. One could face a situation like this: "If you do not like the product, I am happy to refund your purchase. Please advise me on how to return the DWTs to your account."

The second solution is to expedite the process of converting DWT pseudo money into fiat money. Currently, the first-round business recipients of DWT are not allowed to convert DWTs into cash. It would have to be done with the second-round business recipients of DWTs.

The government has not indicated anything about the holding period for conversion from DWTs into cash. I think businesses assume immediate conversions and they would be shockingly surprised at the government's answer.

By the way, the conversion issue might be the real reason why the Ministry of Commerce (MoC) postponed the announcement of DWT participation criteria for businesses. It could be that the MoC cannot reach an agreement with the Ministry of Finance (MoF) on the conversion method and holding time.

The perfect conversion rules are to be converted at any banks and within one business day after the DWT transfer. The half-half copayment scheme of the previous government reimbursed participating businesses the next business day.

My guess is that the MoF is likely to say no as it does not have enough cash ready for the conversion. According to my estimation, under the assumption that DWTs are widely accepted and used at a regular pace, the conversion would be 19.2 billion baht per day, 23.5 days straight.

In other words, the MoF has to issue 19.2 billion baht of government bonds every day, including weekends and holidays, to raise cash for conversion. Crazy?

According to a survey by the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, recipients of DWTs indicated they would use DWTs as soon as and as much as possible. Many said that they would spend all 10,000 baht in one go.

The last solution is for first-round recipients who are likely to be negatively affected by accepting DWTs. As one senator asked: "Is the scheme meant to help people or hurt people?".

The benefit of allowing them to have hard-earned cash far outweighs the economic gain of forcing them to use pseudo money to buy products, not on daily necessities. Please allow them to convert DTWs into cash with the next business day holding period rule.

With all these problems, readers might think why bother to invent DWTs? Why not hand out cash like the half-half copayment programme? My answer might be "No cash".
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																Two big cultural events this summer, the opening ceremony of the 2024 Paris Olympics and the release of Deadpool & Wolverine, both offer dazzling spectacles saturated by irony. But that is about all they have in common, and by analysing their differences, we can better appreciate the profoundly ambiguous nature of irony today.
Ironic distance toward the prevailing social order often functions as a barely veiled form of conformism. As The Observer's Wendy Ide writes of Deadpool & Wolverine, which is merely the latest instalment in an apparently never-ending cycle of Marvel superhero blockbusters, the movie "can be obnoxious and simultaneously very funny ... But it's also slapdash, repetitive, and shoddy looking, with an overreliance on meme-derived gags and achingly meta comic fan in-jokes."

What a perfect description of how ideology functions today. Knowing that nobody takes its central message seriously any longer, it offers self-referential jokes, multiverse-hopping, and smarmy asides that break the fourth wall. This same approach -- irony in the service of the status quo -- is also how much of the public endures an increasingly mad and violent world.

But Thomas Jolly, the director of the Olympic opening ceremony, reminds us that a different mode of irony is also available. Although he closely followed the Olympic Charter in showcasing the host city and French culture, he was widely criticised. Putting aside the Catholics who mistook the depiction of Bacchanalian festivities as a mockery of the Last Supper, the negative reactions are best captured by Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban:

"Westerners believe that nation-states no longer exist. They deny that there is a common culture and a public morality based on it. There is no morality, and if you watched the opening of the Olympic Games yesterday, you will have seen it."

This suggests that the stakes could not be higher. For Mr Orban, the ceremony signalled Europe's spiritual suicide, whereas for Mr Jolly (and many of us, I hope), it was a rare manifestation of Europe's true cultural legacy. The world got a taste of the country of Descartes, the founder of modern philosophy, whose radical doubt was grounded in a universal -- and therefore "multicultural" -- perspective. He understood that one's own traditions are no better than the supposedly "eccentric" traditions of others:

"I had been taught, even in my college days, that there is nothing imaginable so strange or so little credible that it has not been maintained by one philosopher or other, and I further recognised in the course of my travels that all those whose sentiments are very contrary to ours are yet not necessarily barbarians or savages, but may be possessed of reason in as great or even a greater degree than ourselves."

Only by relativising particularity can we arrive at an authentic universalist position. In Kantian terms, clinging to our ethnic roots leads us to engage in a private use of reason, where we are constrained by contingent dogmatic presuppositions. In What is Enlightenment?, Kant opposes this immature, private use of reason to a more public, objective one. The former reflects and serves merely one's own state, religion, and institutions, whereas public reason requires one to take a transnational position.

Universal reason is what we saw in the opening ceremony: a rare glimpse of modern Europe's emancipatory core. Yes, the imagery was of France and Paris; but the self-referential jokes made clear that this was no private use of reason. Mr Jolly masterfully achieved ironic distance from every "private" institutional frame, including that of the French state.

Conservatives are simply wrong to denounce the ceremony as a display of LGBTQ+ ideology and politically correct uniformity. Of course, there were implicit critiques of conservative nationalism; but in its content and style, it was directed even more against stiff PC moralism -- or "wokeism." Instead of worrying about diversity and inclusion in the standard PC mode (which excludes everyone who does not agree with a particular notion of inclusion), the show let in everyone. Marie Antoinette's guillotined singing head was set against the Mona Lisa floating in the Seine and a joyful Bacchanalia of half-naked bodies. Workers repairing Notre Dame danced on the job, and the show unfolded not in a stadium, but across the entire city, which remains open to the world.

Such an ironic and obscene spectacle is as far away as possible from sterile, humourless political correctness. The ceremony did not merely present Europe at its best; it reminded the world that only in Europe is such a ceremony even possible. It was global, multicultural, and all of that, but the message was delivered from the standpoint of the French capital, the greatest city in the world. It was a message of hope, imagining a world of great diversity, with no place for war and hatred.



Slavoj Zizek, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School, is International Director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities at the University of London and the author, most recently, of 'Christian Atheism: How to Be a Real Materialist' (Bloomsbury Academic, 2024).
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									Tilapia crisis needs fixing								
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																This week's cabinet meeting was hotly anticipated by the public and media, who were eager to know who was responsible for the flood of invasive blackchin tilapia recently found in 17 provinces and coastal waters.
On Monday, Capt Thamanat Prompow boldly announced that he knew" the identity of the culprits and would reveal the information in this week's meeting. He also vowed that he would see to it that the problem "ends in one month".

His words were nothing but hot air. Yesterday, he told Department of Fisheries officials not to release any details while they were being reviewed in court. The ministry has now decided not to give the public any information until the legal process is complete.

Such unsteadiness and lack of transparency only underline how the Srettha government, particularly the agriculture ministry, have handled a massive alien species invasion that has greatly affected ecology and fish farmers.

Despite having been a problem for years, the agricultural ministry waited until this month to announce their plan to take aim at the blackchin tilapia by listing the need to reduce their number on the so-called "national agenda".

While the seven measures are written to sound like grandiose undertakings, the hyperbole boils down to implementing seven standard measures to catch, eat, set predator fish upon or genetically modify the blackchin tilapia. Other measures include public education, preventing the invasion from spreading and restoring ecology damaged by a resilient new predator that has already taken a bite out of the populations of other juvenile fish and plankton as it rapidly replaces native species.

Yet, there is little hope that the government can contain the problem and the attitudes of the officials concerned, from Agriculture Minister Thamanat down to those on the ground, have only complicated the fight to neutralise the infestation.

State agencies lack synergies as the severity of the damage to Thailand's ecosystems continues to worsen. Last week, there were reports that the irrigation office in Chachoengsao opened the water gates, releasing water infested with the alien fish into the sea. This caused public concerns about an intensified infestation since the fish is highly adaptive. When questioned by the media, the minister was evasive.

Instead, he tried to debunk findings by a TPBS team, claiming they had only visited already abandoned farms. Yet less than 24 hours after the minister spoke, another TV media team yesterday reported the infestation in tambon Yisarn of Samut Songkhram, the birth of a tilapia nightmare, and also in Chachoengsao.

A project by the government and CPF, the agro giant, to purchase blackchin tilapia and incentivise locals to catch these predatory creatures and clear them from natural waterways seems implausible.

There has also been no word on compensation, with one aquatic farmer in Samut Songkhram telling Daily News reporters he had no faith in the government's measures.

Currently, few people appear to have any confidence in the government's ability to solve the crisis.

Nevertheless, although solutions to the crisis remain to be found, those in charge must at least appear confident and competent. Otherwise, a crisis that began with fish may end with the government, and Capt Thamanat in particular, finding themselves in hot water of their own.
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									The debate about AI safety gets everything wrong								

															

																A huge industry has emerged in recent years as China, the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European Union have made the safety of artificial intelligence a top priority. Obviously, any technology -- from cars and pharmaceuticals to machine tools and lawnmowers -- should be designed as safely as possible (one wishes that more scrutiny had been brought to bear on social media during its early days).
[image: A photo provided by Google DeepMind on July 25 shows AlphaGeometry 2 solving Problem 4 of the Olympiad in 19 seconds. AI is getting good at maths and might soon make a worthy collaborator for humans. nyt]
A photo provided by Google DeepMind on July 25 shows AlphaGeometry 2 solving Problem 4 of the Olympiad in 19 seconds. AI is getting good at maths and might soon make a worthy collaborator for humans. (Photo: NYT)




But simply raising safety concerns isn't enough. In the case of AI, the debate is focused far too much on "safety against catastrophic risks due to AGI (Artificial General Intelligence)", meaning a superintelligence that can outperform all humans in most cognitive tasks. At issue is the question of "alignment": whether AI models produce results that match their users' and designers' objectives and values -- a topic that leads to various sci-fi scenarios in which a superintelligent AI emerges and destroys humanity. The best-selling author Brian Christian's The Alignment Problem is focused mostly on AGI, and the same concerns have led Anthropic, one of the main companies in the field, to build models with their own "constitutions" enshrining ethical values and principles.

But there are at least two reasons why these approaches may be misguided. First, the current safety debate not only (unhelpfully) anthropomorphises AI; it also leads us to focus on the wrong targets. Since any technology can be used for good or bad, what ultimately matters is who controls it, what their objectives are, and what kind of regulations they are subjected to.

No amount of safety research would have prevented a car from being used as a weapon at the white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017. If we accept the premise that AI systems have their own personalities, we might conclude that our only option is to ensure that they have the right values and constitutions in the abstract. But the premise is false, and the proposed solution would fall far short.

To be sure, the counterargument is that if AGI was ever achieved, it really would matter whether the system was "aligned" with human objectives because no guardrails would be left to contain the cunning of a superintelligence. But this claim brings us to the second problem with much of the AI safety discussion. Even if we are on the path to AGI (which seems highly unlikely), the most immediate danger would still be the misuse of non-superintelligent AI by humans.

Suppose that there is some time (T) in the future (say 2040) when AGI will be invented, and that until this time arrives, AI systems that don't have AGI will still be non-autonomous. (If they were to become self-acting before AGI, let that day be T.) Now consider the situation one year before T. By that point, AI systems will have become highly capable (by dint of being on the cusp of superintelligence), and the question that we would want to ask is: Who is in control right now?

The answer would, of course, be human agents, either individually or collectively, in the form of a government, a consortium, or a corporation. To simplify the discussion, let me refer to the human agents in charge of AI at this point as Corporation X. This company (it could also be more than one company, which might be even worse, as we will see) would be able to use its AI capabilities for any purpose it wants. If it wanted to destroy democracy and enslave people, it could do so. The threat that so many commentators impute to AGI would already have arrived before AGI.

In fact, the situation would probably be worse than this description because Corporation X could bring about a similar outcome even if its intention were not to destroy democracy. If its own objectives were not fully aligned with democracy (which is inevitable), democracy could suffer as an unintended consequence (as has been the case with social media).

For example, inequality exceeding some threshold may jeopardise the proper functioning of democracy; but that fact would not stop Corporation X from doing everything it could to enrich itself or its shareholders. Any guardrails built into its AI models to prevent malicious use would not matter because Corporation X could still use its technology however it wants.

Likewise, if there were two companies, Corporation X and Corporation Y, that controlled highly capable AI models, either one of them, or both, could still pursue aims that are damaging to social cohesion, democracy, and human freedom. (And no, the argument that they would constrain each other is not convincing. If anything, their competition could make them even more ruthless.)

Thus, even if we get what most AI safety researchers want -- proper alignment and constraints on AGI -- we will not be safe. The implications of this conclusion should be obvious: We need much stronger institutions for reining in the tech companies, and much stronger forms of democratic and civic action to keep governments that control AI accountable. This challenge is quite separate and distinct from addressing biases in AI models or their alignment with human objectives.

Why, then, are we so fixated on the potential behaviour of anthropomorphised AI? Some of it is hype, which helps the tech industry attract more talent and investment. The more that everyone is talking about how a superintelligent AI might act, the more the public will start to think that AGI is imminent. Retail and institutional investors will pour into the next big thing, and tech executives who grew up on sci-fi depictions of superintelligent AI will get another free pass. We should start paying more attention to the more immediate risks. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Daron Acemoglu, Institute Professor of Economics at MIT, is co-author (with Simon Johnson) of 'Power and Progress: Our Thousand-Year Struggle Over Technology and Prosperity' (PublicAffairs, 2023).
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																Sheikh Hasina could have left gracefully. Instead, Bangladesh's prime minister resigned and fled to neighbouring India, ending her 15-year-long rule as chaos has engulfed the nation. The army wasted no time stepping in to form an interim government, although what shape that will take is still unclear.
The military needs to find a swift path to a peaceful transfer of power. Any delay will risk damaging the country's reputation with the international financial community even further -- at a time when Dhaka needs funds and investment to revive its flailing economy. Stability in a region that has long lived under the shadow of violent extremism is also under threat, while the chaos will present an opportunity for China, whose ambitions have so far been well-balanced against India's under Ms Hasina's regime.

Once among the most impoverished countries in the world, Bangladesh witnessed a remarkable turnaround in recent years. A young and energetic workforce helped make it the world's second-largest clothing exporter behind China, manufacturing for large fashion brands like Hennes & Mauritz AB, Gap Inc. and Inditex SA's Zara. In 2022, it was on course to become a US$1 trillion economy by 2040, according to the Boston Consulting Group.

The good times didn't last. A combination of the pandemic and financial mismanagement took their toll on the emerging economy, and two years ago, it reached out to the International Monetary Fund and other international lenders to prevent collapse. It's the third country in the region, after Sri Lanka and Pakistan, forced to knock on the IMF's door in recent times. All the instability is adding to uncertainty in South Asia.

Financial health was not the only issue. The protests over the last month have been a lightning rod for an array of problems from acute unemployment to a flagging private sector, Lutfey Siddiqi, visiting professor at the London School of Economics' foreign policy think tank, said. "There's also anger at the sheer lack of empathy and condescension with which Hasina has responded to those worries."

The prime minister's ruling Awami League has been in power since 2009, but elections have been regularly boycotted by the opposition, and widely condemned as being insufficiently free and fair. She capitalised on a storied legacy as the daughter of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Bangladesh's founding father, going on to become the world's longest-serving female leader, but in recent years has clamped down on press freedom and quashed public debate. Economic mismanagement has only made grievances worse.

Her entrance into political life was marked by personal tragedy. Ms Hasina's father was assassinated in a coup in 1975 when she was 28. The army murdered 18 people that day, including her parents and three siblings. Ms Hasina, who was in Germany at the time, fled to India with her sister and lived in exile there until she returned home in the 1980s. She was in and out of home detention until 1996 when she first became prime minister.

Ms Hasina was credited for bringing much-needed stability and turning the economy around. But in the last decade, her rule was marked by protests against an increasingly authoritarian regime. More recently, police launched a brutal crackdown on demonstrators who have been on the streets since June to voice their discontent over a proposed government jobs quota. More than 100 people died last weekend, adding to the toll of at least 300 since citizen anger flared. The rage has morphed into something deeper -- a disillusionment with Ms Hasina's government that many among the 170 million strong population view as corrupt and ineffective. There are regional implications for Ms Hasina's dramatic exit. It puts renewed pressure on India, which has relied on her to keep potential terrorist threats at bay as well as provide a bulwark to China's growing influence in the region. New Delhi will be worried about who will replace her, what that will mean for security risks on its border, and the new government's relations with Beijing.

China is Bangladesh's largest trading partner. In 2022, trade between the two grew by 10.7% to $27.79 billion from $12 billion in 2014. Dhaka was the first South Asian country to join the Belt and Road Initiative, Beijing's ambitious global infrastructure programme. In July, Bangladesh asked for a $5 billion loan from Beijing to help it grow its economy. In the current power vacuum, the US will be mindful of China's appeal. American officials have for too long turned a blind eye to Ms Hasina's growing autocracy in an attempt to keep her on side. That could come back to haunt them.

For now though, it will be domestic considerations that will dominate -- and rightly so. The country has to begin the difficult process of rebuilding. The first tasks for a new government will be quelling the protests and steadying the economy. Negotiations with the IMF for more funds in the face of dwindling foreign exchange reserves should be a priority. The military needs to get out of the way, and convince citizens that it is serious about putting together a new administration and calling for fresh elections. The people of Bangladesh have spoken, and they want a bigger say in their future. It's time they got it. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Karishma Vaswani is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering Asia politics with a special focus on China.
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																As I am writing this in early August, climate finance is becoming a trendier topic in Thailand's financial and business sector. I suspect this is partly due to two recent developments: the upcoming Climate Change Act (the draft of which is making the rounds via public hearing sessions), and the Excise Department's announcement in June 2024 that Thailand aims to become the second country in Asean, after Singapore, to collect carbon tax, which is slated to start at 200 baht per metric ton of CO2 equivalent (tCO2e).
In the initial phase, the Excise Department aims to incorporate carbon tax into the existing oil tax structure so as not to impact consumers. For example, currently, diesel oil is taxed at 6.44 baht per litre. Since 1L of diesel is estimated to emit 0.0027 tCO2e, the Department will collect 0.0027 tCO2e x 200 Baht/tCO2e = 0.54 baht carbon tax per litre. Total tax rate remains the same at 6.44 baht per litre, except now this tax will comprise 0.54 baht carbon tax, and the remaining 6.44 - 0.54 = 5.9 baht as excise tax.

The Excise Department hopes that this scheme will help alleviate the burden of Thailand's business operators that have to comply with the European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which will take effect in 2026. For example, steel plant operators that already paid Thailand's carbon tax for its use of diesel oil in production will hopefully be able to deduct this amount from their CBAM bill.

Since it can be implemented without any need to issue new laws, this initial carbon tax scheme will likely go into effect before Thailand's historical Climate Change Act passes parliament. It remains to be seen whether the scheme can qualify for CBAM deductions and whether the scheme will really provide impetus for businesses to reduce their carbon footprint as Thailand transitions towards a low-carbon economy. (For the latter case to be true, though, the carbon tax rate will have to climb upward significantly instead of being just a mere replacement of an existing tax).

Government initiatives such as carbon tax and the draft Climate Change Act doubtless raise concerns from business operators about additional costs and reporting requirements, as well as expectations that the government will assist them during the transition. Meanwhile, Thailand was ranked as the world's 9th most affected country by climate change between 2000-2019 by the Global Climate Risk Index in 2021, making the country's need for climate adaptation finance no less urgent than climate mitigation finance, although financing for climate adaptation still accounts for a negligible share of total climate finance.

In the bigger picture, I believe Thailand faces two significant hurdles that are not mainly about finance. These obstacles need to be tackled before we can unlock and unleash climate finance at the speed and scale that is commensurate with the challenges that we face today on the long road to a low-carbon future.

The first and foremost obstacle, in my view, is that Thailand's net-zero goals remain extremely unambitious, even after updating its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) in 2022. The country's official net-zero goal is 2065, lagging 15 years behind most countries' 2050 goals and even lagging five years behind the 2060 goals announced by China and Indonesia, two of the world's largest coal producers (which, therefore, make them face many more challenges in the energy transition than Thailand). In addition, as I made observations in an earlier article titled "no sign of a 'just' energy transition" (July 2024), the draft Power Development Plan (PDP) 2024 does not specify any clear fossil phaseout date or milestones. On the contrary, it purports to lock Thailand with 7% coal and 41% natural gas in energy production in 2037, the last year of the plan, with 6,300MW of new natural gas power plants. There is still room to build these new gas plants even though the percentage of natural gas in electricity production declines from 59% in early 2024 to 41% in 2037 because PDP projects that we will need an inexplicably high reserve margin of 106% -- a total of 112,391MW installed capacity in 2037 vs 54,546MW peak demand.

An unambitious net zero goal and no clear fossil phaseout plan for a sector that contributes over two-thirds of Thailand's greenhouse gas emissions means that there will be no strong incentive for a timely decarbonisation of the energy sector, which then becomes an obstacle for a timely decarbonisation of other business sectors, all of which are energy consumers.

So long as this situation persists, it will not be easy for Thailand's financial institutions to persuade their clients to formulate and execute a robust decarbonisation/transition plan although transition finance is much more necessary than greenfield "green finance" -- since we need to transition from brown (such as high-carbon activities) to green, not from zero to green.

A credible net zero goal and a clear fossil phaseout plan will not only help catalyse the necessary 'transition finance' in climate finance; it will also help enhance Thailand's competitiveness in an era in which climate change crisis and biodiversity crisis are increasingly becoming key factors in trade negotiations. Many multinational corporations that the Thai government is courting to invest in the country have announced net zero goals that are far more ambitious than Thailand, and Thai exporters will face increasing climate change requirements from their customers abroad.

The second major obstacle to reaching a meaningful scale of climate finance, in my view, is the risk that any new government initiatives designed to help us transition will be either captured or delayed by powerful incumbents in high-carbon industries. Given how favourable draft PDP2024 is to fossil giants, this risk is clearly not insignificant. Imagine a scenario in which any carbon tax imposed on the electricity sector will easily be passed through directly to consumers in the current centralised system. On the other hand, the carbon tax rate may be too small to provide a real impetus for businesses to decarbonise. There is also no guarantee that the National Climate Change Fund, a new mechanism to be set up under the Climate Change Act, will focus on assisting SMEs and the vulnerable groups with climate adaptation more than giving "corporate welfare" -- handouts to high-carbon emitters that clamour for government assistance.

How can we tackle these two obstacles? It should start with financiers and the public calling for a more ambitious government and becoming more vigilant in watching for signs of state capture in climate and energy policies.
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																The release of a report from the National Human Rights Commission's (NHRC) probe into the claim that the Department of Corrections (DoC) gave privileged treatment to inmate-on-parole Thaksin Shinawatra was released on Aug 2. With the former PM officially becoming a freeman on Aug 31, the report is overdue, but late is always better than never.
The NHRC, which launched its investigations in November, now alleges that both the DoC and the Police General Hospital (PGH) helped Thaksin serve all his jail time in the PGH's patient room instead of a prison cell or the DoC's hospital.

DoC rules permit prisoners to get treatment outside for up to 120 days -- inmate Thaksin spent all 181 days serving his time in the patient room on the PGH's 14th floor.

The probe's outcome does not offer any real details or insights, but it does open the door for the justice system to launch a legal investigation and charge medical doctors with dereliction of duty and ethical breaches. The NHRC has forwarded the report to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to investigate accused officials.

Make no mistake, Thaksin is not the only prisoner who has been sent to get treatment at state hospitals. The DoC has sent prisoners to get treatment outside, yet inmates are immediately sent back to DoC correction facilities when their condition improves.

But Thaksin's case is everything but usual. Thaksin did not step into a prison cell, nor was he treated or sent to a DoC hospital. It remains in question whether he got his hair buzz cut like other inmates. The DoC has never released such a photo publicly.

Right after getting off the plane, Thaksin spent a few hours at Bangkok Remand Prison before being sent to the PGH on Aug 22. Despite being reported to be in serious health condition, he was put in a patient room on the 14th floor of the PGH. The hospital explained that there were no beds or other rooms available.

"This inmate remains in that patient room for another six months instead of staying at the ICU that befits his medical condition's demand of emergency treatment," said Wasant Paileeklee, an NHRC commissioner, reading the report to media upon its release.

Mr Wasant criticised the DoC and the hospital for withholding useful information. The DoC repeatedly cited the UN's Nelson Mandela Rules, which protect the rights of prisoners, including the withholding of personal information.

Now, the ball is in the NACC's court. It can only be hoped that the agency will not kick the can down the road as it has done with many other political cases in the past. For example, despite an administrative court order, the NACC still refuses to disclose investigation findings into Gen Prawit Wongsuwon's luxury wristwatch saga.

However, the responsibility should not be limited to the NACC. As the hospital's owner, the Royal Thai Police must help clear the air instead of remaining quiet and using defensive rhetoric.

Meanwhile, the Medical Council of Thailand, which in June launched an ethical probe into four medical doctors who signed off on Thaksin's medical records, needs to offer an update about its progress soon and then reveal a satisfactory outcome.

The issue is not about paroled inmate Thaksin. It is about officials facing justice if they are found in the wrong. Doing nothing means hospital wards in Thailand might become de facto prison cells for powerful inmates.
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									Netanyahu's game crossing all the red lines								

															

																Democrats in the United States and most people who are paying attention elsewhere in the world were greatly relieved when President Joe Biden quit his re-election campaign two weeks ago and let Vice-President Kamala Harris run instead. They don't really know much about her, but they know she is not Donald Trump.
Ms Harris now has a good chance of overtaking Mr Trump in the presidential race, but only so long as the United States does not get dragged into a big war in the Middle East. However, she is not in charge of US foreign policy. Mr Biden is still running that, and he still seems incapable of saying no to Israel no matter what it does.

What Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is doing at the moment is systematically crossing the "red lines" laid down by Israel's most dangerous enemies, Iran and its proxy in Lebanon, Hezbollah.

In conventional military terms, that doesn't make sense. The Israel Defence Forces are already heavily engaged in fighting Hamas in the Gaza Strip, Israeli troops are tired, and the economy is suffering from the repeated call-ups of reservists. The army doesn't want to open up another front.

Hezbollah and the Israeli army have been involved in a low-intensity exchange of rockets and artillery fire across Israel's northern border ever since Hamas's attack on Israel last October.

However, the targets on both sides were limited to the first 20 kilometres beyond the border, where most civilians have been evacuated. No attacks on Beirut, no attacks on Tel Aviv.

Iran, with 90 million people and an Islamist government, could be an existential threat to Israel if it had nuclear weapons, but it has deliberately stopped just short of that technology.

It supports various Arab members of the "Axis of Resistance" with money and weapons, but it avoids direct clashes with Israel, and the two do not have a common border.

So it is obviously in Israel's interest to maintain the status quo with Hezbollah and Iran -- and yet Mr Netanyahu has begun trying to undermine it. His first initiative was a missile strike four months ago that killed two Iranian generals and five other officers who were visiting Iran's embassy in Syria.

Israel often "deniably" assassinates Iranian officers, officials and scientists, but this was a direct challenge that was certain to evoke an Iranian military response.

Neither Tehran nor Washington wanted to get drawn into a war, however, so they coordinated a charade in which Iran launched 300 missiles and drones against Israel, but all of them were shot down or missed their targets. Honour was satisfied, Mr Netanyahu was thwarted, and nobody died.

But then in July, Joe Biden pulled out of the presidential race, Kamala Harris became the candidate, and the prospect of a less blindly supportive US ally loomed on the horizon.

How best to ensure that Ms Harris doesn't win and Mr Netanyahu's friend Donald Trump becomes president instead? Drag the US into a war with Iran before the election.

On the night of July 30-31, missiles flew to Beirut, Hezbollah's red line, to kill Fuad Shukr, Hezbollah's second-in-command. Only hours later, an Israeli missile or bomb (accounts vary) killed Hamas's political head, Ismail Haniyeh -- and it killed him in Tehran to ensure that Iran also felt obliged to retaliate.

To people unfamiliar with the way the game is played in the Middle East this account may sound paranoid, or even specifically anti-Israeli. It is not. I offer in defence the analysis by Alon Pinkas in the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz on Aug 1.

"Israel could have killed Haniyeh anywhere in the Middle East. Yet chose to do so in Tehran during the inauguration of the new president ... Israel left Tehran no alternative but to retaliate."

"Who has no interest in such an escalation? The United States, whose makeshift Middle East policy will now have to be revisited, and Iran, which clearly prefers attrition and low intensity.

"Who does have a vested interest in an expanded war? Mr Netanyahu. Which is why the conventional wisdom in Washington over the last 36 hours is that Israel carried out the Haniyeh assassination deliberately in Iran and intentionally on that day."

And what is dear old Joe Biden doing? He's sending another aircraft carrier to the eastern Mediterranean to "defend Israel" (and maybe fight Iran) when he should be using the leverage of the US$6.5 billion of extra military aid Washington has sent Israel since last October to force a ceasefire in Gaza.
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        Austria foils 'terror' plot to strike Taylor Swift concert
        VIENNA - A 19-year-old Austrian terrorism suspect had taken concrete steps in planning an attack on a Taylor Swift concert, with chemical substances found during a search of his residence, officials said on Thursday.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Aug 8-14
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Journey 'down the rabbit hole' at RCB Galleria
        A dozen artists from five countries have joined hands to bring a wondrous tale to life during "Down The Rabbit Hole", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 5, at RCB Galleria 3, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.

      

      
        Cat-loving artists unite to support pet welfare
        A dozen cat-loving artists are exhibiting their works at "Mama Meow: The Love Of Cat's Mommy Is No Reason", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 9, on the 2nd floor of C43 Shop at Charoen 43 Art &amp; Eatery, Charoen Krung Road.

      

      
        Exciting rainy season adventures await
        To provide inspiration to those searching for heart-pounding experiences or weekend escapes during the rainy season, online travel platform Agoda offers carefully curated sports activities to satisfy your wanderlust on a serene beach or in verdant mountains.

      

      
        Pakk Taii Design Week returns to Songkhla
        Pakk Taii Design Week is returning to Songkhla Old Town between Aug 17-25 to shed light on the past of this thriving marine trading hub dating back to the Dvaravati period.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Koh Mak adventures
        After a two-hour drive from Songkhla to the peaceful Koh Mak community, I found myself lounging on a waterfront deck savouring gentle winds and breathtaking views of the Songkhla Lake around me.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 7-13
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
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									Austria foils 'terror' plot to strike Taylor Swift concert

									Suspects arrested but three Vienna appearances by American superstar called off
								

								VIENNA - A 19-year-old Austrian terrorism suspect had taken concrete steps in planning an attack on a Taylor Swift concert, with chemical substances found during a search of his residence, officials said on Thursday.
								The American pop superstar's three concerts in Vienna, expected to draw 195,000 people, were cancelled late Wednesday after the government flagged a planned attack. Police have detained three people suspected of plotting attacks on concerts.

The last time a Taylor Swift concert was cancelled because of security concerns was in 2014, when her Bangkok appearance was called off following the military coup.

A teenager with North Macedonian roots is considered the main suspect in the Austrian plot, working closely with a 17-year-old Austrian, said Frankz Ruf, the country's general director for public security.

The two males are part of a small group police are looking into, said Ruf, adding that the 19-year-old had pledged allegiance to the radical Islamic State group.

"We are of course investigating their wider surroundings," said Ruf, adding that the threat was minimised with the arrests.

Searches of the main suspect's house in the town of Ternitz near the Hungarian border showed "concrete preparatory actions", said Ruf, with chemical substances and technical devices seized.

The newspaper Kurier, citing sources familiar with the situation, reported that the suspect had stolen the chemicals from his workplace and had built a bomb.

The newspaper reported that the 19-year-old had planned to drive a car into the crowd expected to gather outside the stadium, and had also considered using machetes and knives.

Austria's interior ministry and intelligence service were not immediately available for comment on the report's details.

The shows were to be part of the record-breaking Eras Tour by the American singer-songwriter which started on March 17, 2023, in Arizona and is set to conclude on Dec 8, 2024, in Vancouver, Canada.

Swift, 34, has not yet commented on the cancellations on her official Instagram account which has 283 million followers.
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									New movies out this week: Aug 8-14

									Will 'Borderlands' be affected by the video game adaptation curse?
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

The IdolM@STER: Shiny Colors (4koma) Chapter 1

Directed by Mankyu.

What's it about?

After the overwhelming success that the girls of Shiny Colors have created, Sakuraki Mano, a member of the unit Illumination Stars, will face a new test that will make her an even better idol. New friendships are being formed, and a bright new era is about to begin.

Why watch it?

Official Shinymas manga by Akira Shinozaki.
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Fly Me To The Moon

Directed by Greg Berlanti. 

Who's in it?

Scarlett Johansson, Channing Tatum and Woody Harrelson.

What's it about?

Marketing maven Kelly Jones wreaks havoc on launch director Cole Davis's already difficult task. When the White House deems the mission too important to fail, the countdown truly begins.

Why watch it?

Cole's backstory is partially based on Deke Slayton, a pilot in World War II, who joined Nasa as an astronaut for the Mercury programme but was grounded due to atrial fibrillation. He became director of Flight Crew Operations for the Apollo programme.



[image: ]

Da-eum So-hee (Next Sohee)

Directed by July Jung. 

Who's in it?

Kim Si-Eun, Bae Doona and Choi Hee-jin.

What's it about?

High school student Sohee starts training for a job at a call centre but the greed of her company leads to her death. Detective Oh Yu-jin, who has something in common with Sohee, starts to probe her demise and finds an unsettling truth.

Why watch it?

"Depicts the sole-sucking listlessness of a call centre with incredible authenticity."
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Borderlands

Directed by

Who's in it?

Cate Blanchett, Kevin Hart, Jack Black, Edgar Ramirez, Florian Munteanu and Jamie Lee Curtis.

What's it about?

Lilith, an infamous treasure hunter with a mysterious past, reluctantly returns to her home planet of Pandora to find the missing daughter of Atlas, the universe's most powerful S.O.B. She forms an unexpected alliance with a ragtag team of misfits. The fate of the universe could be in their hands -- but they'll be fighting for something more: each other. 

Why watch it?

Based on the best-selling video game franchises of all time.



[image: ]

Meitantei Konan Hyakuman Doru no Michishirube (Detective Conan: The Million-Dollar Pentagram)

Directed by Chika Nagaoka.

Who's in it?

The voices of Banjo Ginga, Hikaru Hanada and Tomoe Hanba.

What's it about?

The truth hidden in the sword cuts through the dark night and leads us under the moon. Love and incidents unfold in turbulent ways. The treasure battle mystery that will divide the world has begun.

Why watch it?

As one viewer puts it, "At this point, one can make any story with any bunch of characters to make a relatively successful Detective Conan movie."
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									Journey 'down the rabbit hole' at RCB Galleria

									
								

								A dozen artists from five countries have joined hands to bring a wondrous tale to life during "Down The Rabbit Hole", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 5, at RCB Galleria 3, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
								The exhibition takes its title from the first chapter of Lewis Carroll's timeless classic Alice's Adventure In Wonderland, which opens the door to a world of boundless imagination seen through the curious eyes of Alice, an ordinary girl who inadvertently tumbles into a rabbit hole, embarking on a life-altering adventure.

Inspired by the whimsical and unexpected turns in Alice's life, the 12 artists, illustrators and art toy designers from Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Thailand adapt these elements in their artworks according to their unique perspectives and imaginations, drawing parallels between "falling down the rabbit hole" and pivotal moments in their own lives.

[image: Artwork by Faozee. photos courtesy of River City Bangkok]
Artwork by Faozee. 



On display is a collection of truly special works of art where each artist weaves their distinctive characters and personal stories with their narratives and characters to explore themes of growth, confronting fears and encountering the unfamiliar.

Participating artists include Abao, Ano, Bakumbaa, Faozee, Fartboil, Hifly, Knoa C, Lesdoublewood, Noinah, Shinichiro Kitai, Yang OvO, and Zito Hsu.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com or call 02-237-0077/8.
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									Cat-loving artists unite to support pet welfare

									
								

								A dozen cat-loving artists are exhibiting their works at "Mama Meow: The Love Of Cat's Mommy Is No Reason", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 9, on the 2nd floor of C43 Shop at Charoen 43 Art & Eatery, Charoen Krung Road.
								Reflecting the love and care each artist has for cats, which can be compared to the same feeling a mother has for her own child, the exhibition aims to campaign for the adoption of stray cats using the hashtag #adoptdontshop, and to promote the idea that if you don't love stray cats and dogs, at least don't harm them (#IfYouDontLoveDontHurt).

This is a rich and varied display of artwork by illustrators, ceramic studios, digital artists, inventors and photographers. The line-up includes Treerachin, Jeedwonder & Tishaspoon, Circus De Lalelo, Cielyarn, Prang Vejjajiva, Chantanee Kontoljinda, Nattapol Lertthitiplurt, Samatcha Apaisuwan, Kullaya Kassakul, Suthita Cheevakoset, Tear Factory Boy and Baipat Nopnom.

Numerous cat-related products are also available to delight cat lovers. They include cat clothes, artist-designed T-shirts, handicrafts, ceramic containers, books and other irresistible items.

Part of the proceeds from sales of the artworks and products will be donated to three organisations dedicated to the care and welfare of stray cats and dogs. They include the Rak Maew Pan Nam Jai Foundation for Stray Cats, Cat Lumpini, and Catster by Kingdom of Tigers.

The exhibition is open for public viewing, free of charge, daily from noon to 7pm, except Monday and Tuesday.

Visit facebook.com/charoen43.
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									Exciting rainy season adventures await

									
								

								To provide inspiration to those searching for heart-pounding experiences or weekend escapes during the rainy season, online travel platform Agoda offers carefully curated sports activities to satisfy your wanderlust on a serene beach or in verdant mountains.
								[image: Exciting rainy season adventures await]

Horseback Riding in Khao Yai 

Only a three-hour drive from Bangkok, Khao Yai is home to the largest national park in Thailand and vast flower gardens surrounded by mountainous scenery that evokes the exotic mood of winter villages. Other than hikers, this resort town is also a much-loved haven for experienced and beginner horse riders to polish their abilities on expansive meadow fields or more challenging trail rides.

With its rich history, equestrian sports evoke recollections of Ancient Rome where one of the primary attractions was chariot racing. It has developed into one of the very few international sports where men and women compete against one another.

[image: photo courtesy of Mai Groves](P
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Kitesurfing in Hua Hin

The coastal town of Hua Hin is a great spot for kitesurfing thanks to its stunning beaches and winds. It's home to a large number of kitesurfing schools and clubs where both beginners and professionals can gather and share their passions. Adventure seekers will be thrilled with kitesurfing, which is a hybrid of paragliding and surfing. In the 19th and 20th centuries, kites were used for navigation, and in the 1980s, they became more popular as an alternative to windsurfing.

[image: photo courtesy of canonzoom](P
hoto courtesy of canonzoom)



Cycling in Krabi

The southern town of Krabi provides scenic rides through lush jungles and limestone cliffs. Travellers can bring their own bike or hire from local centres to discover hidden waterfalls and caves along mountainous trails

There are various cycling disciplines, including road, mountain and track. Bicycle tours have gained increasing popularity, providing riders a unique chance to completely immerse themselves in local life.
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									Pakk Taii Design Week returns to Songkhla

									
								

								Pakk Taii Design Week is returning to Songkhla Old Town between Aug 17-25 to shed light on the past of this thriving marine trading hub dating back to the Dvaravati period.
 
								With the theme "The South's Turn", the festival aims to highlight the peaceful co-existence of the old and new by fusing traditional cultural aspects with contemporary circumstances, offering immersive experiences to both residents and visitors.

From 11am to 9pm, it will be divided into five themes to offer a variety of creative exhibitions, art installations, light displays, mixed media presentations, cultural performances, and talks and workshops to bring the town back to life. The highlights include a film festival, which will bring creative minds together and encourage future collaborations, the Livable City Project with an aim to enhance the livability of neighbourhoods and cities in the South, and the "South Secret Recipe" that will celebrate unique southern culinary traditions.

Visit pakktaiidesignweek.com.

[image: National Day Singapore.]
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National Day Singapore parade takes place tomorrow

National Day Parade in Singapore will take place tomorrow and start at Padang, the former National Stadium and The Float @ Marina Bay. With over 3,000 participants, the parade will portray the story of the country while synchronising with music and films.

It will open with a memorial to the pioneers' unwavering spirit, then shows the nation's unity via its rich and varied culinary legacy before ending on a positive note as the nation looks forward to an even better future.

This year, Voices of Singapore, Swift Skating Academy, Singapore Gymnastics National Training Centre, vocalists Amni Musfirah, Shazza, Weish, and cellist Olivia Chuang are just a few of the artists and partners that will join in the live NDP debut.

The show will also feature three short films highlighting Singaporeans from diverse backgrounds: "Film One - Family" celebrates its diverse food culture; "Film Two - Care and Compassion" shares four stories of individuals going above and beyond to uplift the community; and "Film Three - We, the Citizens of Singapore" pays tribute to Singaporeans by showcasing 22 individuals of various occupations to emphasise collective responsibility.

Five districts will come in different themes and offer a wide range of family-friendly activities, fun carnival games, hands-on workshops, firework displays and live stage performances for people of all ages to enjoy.

Visit ndp.gov.sg.

[image: Avani+ Hua Hin Resort.]
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Special deals available at Avani+ Hua Hin Resort

Avani+ Hua Hin Resort is offering a special deal starting at 13,500 baht until Dec 20 in celebration of the launch of AvaniWell.

Spending two nights in an Avani Deluxe Room, guests can enjoy a stay on a half-board basis, choice of either a 60-minute Thai Traditional Medicine consultation and treatment, a 60-minute Physiotherapy Session, a 40-minute IV Drip or a 50-minute ELEMIS Facial, choice of two from a 60-minute AvaniWell Signature Massage, a 60-minute Salt Scrub Journey or a 60-minute Manicure or Pedicure, complimentary hospital-grade Body Composition Scan and results, and complimentary Cleanse & Boost mixology class.

Visit avanihotels.com/hua-hin.

[image: Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong.]
Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong.



Stay longer and save more at Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong

Vacationers who want to spend more time in the capital can take advantage of Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong's Stay Longer, Save More offer. When booking a room, guests can receive up to 10% off, as well as flexible cancellation, and 20% off food and drink at Moxy Bar & Restaurant.

This recently opened hotel offers 504 elegant guest rooms, a relaxed check-in process at the bar on the 9th level, and access to the sociable Library & Plug-In area. Visitors can enjoy 24/7 snacks and beverages at Moxy Grab + Go, as well as the lively ambience of Moxy Bar & Restaurant, which extends outdoors and overlooks the Bangkok skyline.

Visit marriott.com.
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									Koh Mak adventures

									A trip to this southern island promises breathtaking natural beauty and an immersive experience in local culture
								

								After a two-hour drive from Songkhla to the peaceful Koh Mak community, I found myself lounging on a waterfront deck savouring gentle winds and breathtaking views of the Songkhla Lake around me.
								Located in tambon Pak Phayun, Phatthalung, this island provides a relaxing weekend refuge where visitors can enjoy living away from the bustle of big cities. Even though the Koh Mak-Pak Phayun Bridge was built in 1993 to connect the island with the mainland and make transportation more convenient, locals remain dedicated to their fishing traditions.

Enclosed within a tangle of peat swamps and rice fields, Chom Daw Lan Yor offers homestay services and welcomes us upon arrival with a lunch served by tiffin carriers. All prepared by neighbours, fried fish can be paired with yellow curry, spicy mango salad with sweetened shrimps and Thai fish cake.

						

							

						


Glancing out at the hills and clear waters, visitors can imagine scenes from the Stone Age when humans first lived around the lake and learned to create their own hunting tools. But by the 6th Buddhist century, the island had developed into a bustling trading hub.

Focusing on sustainable living, Kimhan Suwanrungsri and his neighbours established the Tambon Koh Mak Tourism Community Group in 2016 to offer a wide range of leisure activities that allow visitors to experience the charm of southern-style fishing villages and natural splendours in Phatthalung.

"We worked with the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, and the Community Development Department to develop a tourist venture that would connect Songkhla and Phatthalung. We aim to showcase the unique lifestyle of fishing communities by offering an assortment of experiences that allow visitors to explore both on land and water. This place is crime-free and nearly 200 CCTV cameras have been installed on our island to ensure safety," said Kimhan.

[image: Chom Daw Lan Yor offers homestay services.]
Chom Daw Lan Yor offers homestay services.
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"With 13 stations providing workshops and recreational activities, visitors can design their own itineraries and come back to the island year-round to experience new things. Four days and three nights is enough time to explore the island."

Currently, there are about 2,300 households on the island, the majority of which are engaged in fishing and rubber tree cultivation. The island is 55% Buddhist and 45% Muslim and the mountainous lands are covered in coconut palm, stink bean, sapodilla, durian and betel.

In order to stop soil erosion, a 10,000 rai mangrove forest grows along the banks and peat swamps are a haven for fish, shrimp and crab as well as a source of herbal plants. In addition to Koh Mak, Songkhla Lake is home to almost 20 smaller islands, some of which are part of Koh Si and Koh Ha that have been classified as restricted areas for concession-based collecting bird nests.

In the afternoon, we set out on a pleasant four-hour cruise along the lake and made a first pit stop on Koh Kra, which was once a popular tourist destination for Chinese and Malaysian pilgrims two decades ago. It seems like a holy place, home to the Guan Yin Shrine and a statue of Luang Pu Thuad from Penang, who safeguard both local residents and passengers around the lake.

With its rugged limestone ceiling and wall reflecting in water, the so-called Tham Krachok (Mirror Cave) serves as a gateway and a popular scenic background for visitors who want to capture themselves in the grandeur of nature. Inside, the shrine is illuminated with colourful lighting displays to highlight the statues of thousand-hand Guan Yin and other Chinese deities.

[image: Tham Krachok on Koh Kra.]
Tham Krachok on Koh Kra.



Outside the shrine, worshippers can offer 11 kinds of fruit to an orange quartz stone in the shape of a five-claw dragon, and prayers for promotion, virtue, prosperity and success. Flanked by walls of sedimentary rock and native flora, visitors can also wander down a 350m trail and act like archaeologists searching for fossils and prehistoric shells that date back to the Mesozoic era. This site was supposed to be an underwater coral island.

Keep going deeper and visitors will see the huge footprints of Luang Pu Thuad on the stone walls, the Hin Nam To Ni shrine which houses a local god, and the bridge with 12 zodiac signs set against the backdrop of a gigantic stone that resembles a turtle.

Afterwards, we boarded a boat and sailed past Koh Thewada and Koh Muay where King Rama V spent the night on his 1889 voyage to Songkhla Lake before landing at Koh Ran Kai. Encircled by a forest, this limestone grotto gives visitors the opportunity to snap photos of clear waters and endless green mountain ranges.

Soon our boat drifted to the middle of the lake as local fishermen showed us how to catch shrimp and fish using traditional traps, nets and baited lines. Songkhla Lake has three different types of water ecosystem -- freshwater predominates from December to June; brackish water from April to July; and saltwater from August to November.

As a result, fishing conditions in this area vary depending on the season. For instance, during the brackish period, fishermen can catch just 2-3kg of giant freshwater prawns each day, but during the freshwater period, they can catch 5-10kg.

[image: Koh Kra.]
Koh Kra.
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Situated on the border of Songkhla province, Koh Kham Hiang can be reached within 10 minutes. A short 50m walk brings tourists to a dense yan ngot curtain hanging over a cliff. Legend has it that a maritime trader stashed his treasure on this island and left a puzzle with hints for future generations.

We then arrived at the coast as the Sun was beginning to set. The sky turned a soft pink and orange that reflected on the waves and a flock of birds started to head home. This picturesque view also indicated that it was almost dinnertime and a table was arranged with local specialities like freshly grilled prawns and chilli dipping sauce served with vegetables.

"There will be a greater variety of birds visible between February and April due to higher water levels, which will also result in an abundance of food. The best sunset views are available from February to June, just before the island will undergo the monsoon in July," said Kimhan.

When the darkness rolled in, we reclined on a balcony to take in the starry sky and sounds of nature. Kimhan had originally used this place as a campground for his pals to hang out until he transformed it into Chom Daw Lan Yor in April.

This new option can accommodate up to 13 people while providing more privacy and convenience. It features three bedrooms and three bathrooms, with wood from ceiling to the floor creating a cosy feel.

The next day, we got up early for an 8km bike trip and breakfast at Yai Praek's house of delicious, traditional southern-style kanom krok (coconut-rice pancakes), which filled us up well. Made from rice flour, coconut milk and salt, six pairs are priced at 4 baht and served with brown sugar, bringing our memories of childhood.

[image: Songkhla Lake is home to diverse aquatic and bird species. Photo courtesy of Khobjai Thailand.]
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The mild weather and fresh breeze made it an enjoyable ride and the network of smooth roads ensured that we never had to worry about getting stuck in traffic. The landscapes appear as paintings, with buffalo, cows and pigs grazing on an extensive verdant pasture that runs along the lake.

Weaving through villages, we reached Wat Chonthawadi, constructed in 1949 to enshrine a statue of master monk Phra Sil Mongkol (also known as Pho Than Thong). The red naga-like staircase led visitors to a gold bell-shaped stupa that rises 10m above the ground, making it a great vantage point to overlook the striking views of the lake.

To travel farther and faster, we shifted to a fleet of beautifully adorned motorbike sidecars and explored a lush tunnel full of towering rubber trees that provide shade for onlookers throughout the day. Another attraction to explore is the grassland and paperbark forest, which transforms into a vast savannah in the middle of the year and is submerged in November and December.

Our trip draws to a close when craftsman Pichai Chansawang shows us how to create our own keepsakes, such as keyrings and wood boards adorned with sand grains.

Travel Info

Chom Daw Lan Yor is in Pak Phayun district, Phatthalung. Room rates range from 1,290-1,590 baht, inclusive of breakfast. Bike rentals cost 100 baht and visitors can pay 300 baht for a guide. The island boat tours are priced from 2,500-4,000 baht. There's also a two-day and one-night package available at 1,890 baht for a group of 10 persons. Call 061-491-9362 or visit facebook.com/chomdawlanyor.

Pichai Chansawang's sculpture-inspired art workshop with all supplies costs 159 baht. Call 093-253-1628.

[image: Koh Mak is a fun island for cycling.]
Koh Mak is a fun island for cycling.
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Visitors can ride a bike or motorbike sidecar to explore Koh Mak. Photo courtesy of Khobjai Thailand.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 7-13

									10 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, Prime Video and TLC
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

The Instigators

Premieres on Aug 9

A desperate father and an ex-con thrown together to rob a corrupt politician's ill-gained earnings. But when the heist goes wrong, the two find themselves engulfed in a whirlwind of chaos, pursued not only by police but also by backward bureaucrats and vengeful crime bosses. 

Yo Gabba Gabbaland!

Premieres on Aug 9

Join familiar friends Muno, Foofa, Plex, Brobee and Toodee, and meet new magician Kammy Kam. Dance, sing, play and make learning fun as kids and parents jump into Yo Gabba GabbaLand.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Kingsman: The Golden Circle 

Premieres on Aug 8 

In this second film in the Kingsman series, Eggsy and Merlin seek the aid of their American counterparts, Statesman, after their agency is attacked.

[image: ]

The Umbrella Academy: Season 4 

Premieres on Aug 8 

Six years after the reset, the powerless Hargreeves clan faces a secret society and learns that the greatest threat to the universe... may be themselves.

[image: ]

Mission: Cross 

Premieres on Aug 9 

In the ultimate test of marriage, an agent-turned-househusband gets tangled in a perilous mission with his detective wife, who's clueless about his past.

[image: ]

May December 

Premieres on Aug 9 

Decades after their scandalous relationship made headlines, a couple starts to unravel when a famous actor arrives to research them for her new film.

[image: ]

Inside The Mind Of A Dog 

Premieres on Aug 9 

Embark on a delightful journey into the world of dogs in this documentary that reveals scientific and emotioN/Al insights about our lovable BFFs.

[image: ]

Romance In The House 

Premieres on Aug 10

After his business crashes, a man disappears from his family for 11 years. But when he makes a return as their wealthy landlord, a messy reunion ensues.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

One Fast Move 

Premieres on Aug 8

Wes Neal, a young man with a passion for speed, is kicked out of the military for motorcycle drag racing. With nowhere left to go and a desire to go pro in racing, he tracks down his estranged father, Dean Miller, a former motorcycle racing champion, to be his coach. Wes gets a job at the motorcycle shop owned by Dean's old mentor, Abel and meets a local waitress who he falls for. As he begins training with his father, fresh wounds are created on old scars as Dean puts intense pressure on his son to be the best, putting a strain on all other relationships in Wes' life. Wes must decide for himself now what he wants for his future, and ultimately what is worth losing in order to win big on the track.



TLC 

[image: ]

The Bad Foot Clinic

Premieres on Aug 12

Severe fungal foot and nail infections, warts, corns, webbed toes, bunions and verrucas are all in a day's work for leading podiatrist Marion Yau and her GP husband Dr Kenny. Together, they tackle extreme and debilitating foot conditions.
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									French band Air to headline Maho Rasop festival

									
								

								Maho Rasop 2024, set to take place on Nov 23-24, recently announced French electro duo Air as its first headliner among a line-up of international artists.
								Bangkok's renowned international music festival offers a musical extravaganza that fans will not want to miss.

Air, a French electronic band celebrated for their downtempo sounds, has been a significant influence on contemporary music for decades. Formed by Nicolas Godin and Jean-Benoit Dunckel in 1998, the duo's debut album Moon Safari, which includes standout tracks like Sexy Boy, Kelly Watch The Stars and All I Need, solidified their place as one of the era's greatest musical acts. Their artistic contributions have extended beyond music, shaping the aesthetics of modern cinema and influencing icons such as Charlotte Gainsbourg, Kevin Parker (Tame Impala), and notably Sofia Coppola, who featured their original soundtrack in the iconic film The Virgin Suicides.

This performance at Maho Rasop marks Air's first-ever appearance in Thailand, making it a historic event for both the band and fans in Southeast Asia. Moreover, this performance is part of Air's Moon Safari 25th anniversary tour, celebrating their groundbreaking debut album. The tour includes stops at various locations across Europe, America and Japan, offering fans worldwide a chance to relive the magic of Moon Safari live.

Air's performance will feature all tracks from the celebrated album, accompanied by a spectacular lighting and visual production that promises to be a feast for the senses. Attendees can expect to be transported by the band's spacey, dreamy sounds that have captivated audiences for decades.

In addition to Air, Maho Rasop 2024 will feature yet-to-be-announced international and local acts, ensuring a diverse and vibrant line-up that will keep the festival atmosphere buzzing throughout the weekend. This eclectic mix of artists guarantees a rich and varied musical experience for all attendees.

Tickets are now available at ticketmelon.com and early bird discounts offer savings for those who act quickly.

Attendees must be 20 or over.

- Early Bird tickets available now until Sept 5, 11.59pm (GMT+7).

General admission is 4,490 baht; Gang of 3 (Group tickets) tickets are 4,190 baht (per ticket); Youth tickets (born between 2000-2004) are 3,990 baht; and VIP tickets are 7,990 baht.

- Regular ticket sales start Sept 6.

General Admission is 4,990 baht; Gang of 3 (Group tickets) are 4,690 baht (per ticket); and VIP tickets are 8,290 baht.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2842938/french-band-air-to-headline-maho-rasop-festival
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									The hidden costs of fashion

									An interactive event explores the impact of overconsumption and promotes self-awareness through somatic practice
								

								When Thammika Songkaeo, a co-founder of the Singapore-based company Two Glasses, saw people around her with big boxes of clothes for donation, she wondered, who wanted used clothes?
								"I lived in many places including Africa, India, Thailand and Singapore. People in these places did not lack clothing. Many people have too many clothes and they try to solve the problem by donating without thinking what happens afterwards," Thammika, who is based in Singapore, said.

"When people shop for clothes, they do not worry about fashion overconsumption. They simply see a low-price shirt and impulsively buy it. Their thinking stops at a superficial level. It fascinates me how people can be so shallow."

Thammika decided to produce a short dance film without dialogue, Changing Room, which won a grant from the National Geographic Society. The movie asks, what does criticising our bodies have to do with climate change?

Changing Room is a film about three women who look in the mirror and are not satisfied with their physique. They think clothes can make them look how they want to be. But in reality, that might not be true. After the film, audiences participate in somatic practice and rewatch the film.

"People who use somatic practice believe that the body holds information. Somatic is to move around without dancing and without feeling like you need to move a certain way. All you need to do in somatic practice is to feel honest with yourself," explained Thammika.

[image: Crispian Chan]
Crispian Chan



"A professional dancer will invite participants to respond to the prompts by expressing through movements what their body feels. The dancer will then provide feedback on how participants' movements reveal stories that they may have forgotten for decades, particularly those related to their overconsumption of clothing. Everyone will explore the underlying reasons for this overconsumption."

Thammika explained that she decided to screen the film and follow up with somatic practice and let the audience rewatch the film again because she wanted to make sure the film has a real effect.

"There are many documentaries about environmental issues which filmmakers hope have an impact on the audience. Unlike them, I do not just hope. I take extra steps to ensure the film will have an impact. Audiences in Singapore told me that after leaving the cinema, their perspective on clothing shifted as they are more self-conscious about purchasing clothes and question why they want to purchase more clothes," said Thammika.

After success in Singapore, Thai audiences will have an opportunity to experience Changing Room at People of Ari White Box in Phaya Thai, Bangkok, on Aug 17 and 18. There will be four events -- Changing Room Film Screening and Somatic Practice; a Special Trivia on Marine Life; Fabric of Legacy; and Somatic Meditation.

All four events are related to fashion overconsumption. Thammika explained that Two Glasses decided to host the event because fashion overconsumption is the worst thing for climate change.

"When talking about the environment, people focus more on industries such as tourism and aviation than fashion. However, the fashion industry actually emits more greenhouse gases and carbon than shipping and aviation combined. Some major fashion brands which overproduce clothes even dump discarded clothes in the Atacama desert in Chile. It is disastrous for the environment," said Thammika.

[image: A scene from Changing Room. Two Glasses LLP]
A scene from Changing Room.



"It is interesting to consider, why do we need so much clothing? Is it for status or social reasons? Deep down, what are we truly lacking that we believe clothes can fulfil? This is why the issue of fashion overconsumption intrigues me."

One of the events is Special Trivia on Marine Life, hosted by Thammika and Watcharapong Hongjamrassilp, a biologist and faculty member at the Department of Marine Science, the Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University.

"This event is like a game show which asks questions about how apparel affects marine life and ocean health. It is an activity for family, friends and colleagues who want to participate as a team. In Singapore, we had participants aged seven to over 50. People participate in the event for fun and to learn new things," said Thammika.

"A marine biologist is one of the hosts because he can provide in-depth information about how fashion consumption affects oceans. Fashion overconsumption is not limited to land. Research shows that 35% of microplastics in the oceans come from garments and small marine species in the deep sea consume these microplastic fibres."

At the Fabric of Legacy, parents will be guided through a reflective writing journey, ending with composing a poem or narrative they can bring home to their child. In addition to their own reflection, there is an opportunity to meet and discuss with other parents who care about sustainability and clothing.

[image: Somatic practice at the Singapore screening of Changing Room. Thammika Songkaeo]
Somatic practice at the Singapore screening of Changing Room.



"The event will incorporate writing prompts, music and discussion. Since memory is one of the most important elements in a person's life, participants will explore the reasons behind their excessive clothing consumption and question the true value of material possessions," Thammika explained.

A professional photographer will be on hand for the somatic meditation, so participants can see the differences in themselves before and after the event. Unlike Buddhist meditation which focuses on breathing in and out, somatic meditation draws attention to how people feel in different parts of their bodies. Thammika gave an example.

"A host might say, 'Notice how your feet feel as you walk. Now, imagine your feet are suddenly submerged in a pool of honey. The honey comes up to the level of your knee, etc'. Participants will imagine the honey in their own way. While some people might describe honey as cold and sweet, others may say it is warm and uncomfortable," she said.

"A woman might explain that the honey reminded her of the time when she wanted it on pancakes, but did not do so because she worried about gaining weight. From there, the session becomes a space for conversation, as the event triggers memories. Somatic meditation allows people to explore their physical sensations from a perspective that most people have never experienced."

Bangkok will be the first international venue for Changing Room outside of Singapore. Then, the event will take place in Tokyo and Zurich next year. Thammika hopes to see the enthusiasm and energy of people in Bangkok.

"We hope that Bangkok will be the first place where we can generate international interest. I personally would like to see good vibes and creativity from Bangkokians. I feel like people in Bangkok have a lot of energy and I want to see their energy used to do great things for the world."

Changing Room will be shown at People of Ari White Box in Phaya Thai, Bangkok, on Aug 17 and 18. Tickets range from 750 to 1,550 baht while an all access pass ticket costs 3,000 baht. Tickets are available at ticketmelon.com.

[image: Thammika Songkaeo]
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Problem 4. Let ABC be a triangle with AB < AC < BC. Let the incentre and incircle of triangle
ABC be I and w, respectively. Let X be the point on line BC different from C such that the line
through X parallel to AC is tangent to w. Similarly, let Y be the point on line BC different from
B such that the line through ¥ parallel to AB is tangent to w. Let AJ intersect the circumcircle of
triangle ABC again at P # A. Let K and L be the midpoints of AC and AB, respectively.

Prove that ZKIL + ZYPX = 180°.
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