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Tim Walz's Extraordinarily Ordinary Life



The governor of Minnesota hasn't spent his life striving for the pinnacle of politics. That is how he got there.




Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota during his first campaign rally as Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate in Philadelphia on Tuesday.




By Ernesto Londono and Adam Nagourney


Aug 07, 2024


Tim Walz never attended an Ivy League school. He never wrote a political memoir. He once worked at 
a tanning bed factory in Jonesboro, Ark
. And until he was 40, he never showed much interest in a career in politics.



Mr. Walz, the 60-year-old governor of Minnesota chosen by Vice President Kamala Harris as her running mate on Tuesday, had not devoted his life to reaching this pinnacle.



In selecting Mr. Walz, Ms. Harris has picked a one-man rejoinder to the idea that the Democrats are the party of the cultural and coastal elite. His biography and his style are a sharp contrast not only to Ms. Harris, who is from California, but also to former President Donald J. Trump, a New York billionaire, and to some degree to Mr. Trump's running mate, JD Vance, who graduated from Yale Law School (and wrote a best-selling memoir).



Mr. Walz has led a life that stands out in the top echelon of American politics: a tableau filled with scenes of farming, turkey hunting, weekends of National Guard duty, public schools and coaching the local high school football team to a state championship.



Since turning to politics, Mr. Walz has used this biography to his political advantage and it was no small part of what drew Ms. Harris to Mr. Walz, who until weeks ago was virtually unknown to most Democrats. With his broad smile and unpolished style, it was the Minnesota governor -- more than any other Democrat -- who was able to conceive and deliver Democrats' new favorite attack on Mr. Trump and his party: that they are "creepy" and "weird as hell."



For all his affability, Mr. Walz has displayed, at times, shrewd political instincts. His positions have evolved as his ambitions have broadened. He has capitalized on key moments. After the Democrats won control of both houses of the State Legislature in 2022, he enacted a raft of liberal legislation -- policies that are far more popular in cities and suburbs than in the rural, working-class communities that raised him.



"He ran on a ticket of 'One Minnesota': Let's pull everybody together and unify everyone," said Representative Lisa Demuth, a Republican and the minority leader in the Minnesota House, who represents a largely rural area outside the Twin Cities. "That is absolutely not what we have seen."



Still, over the course of his life, much of it spent in conservative corners of Nebraska and Minnesota, Mr. Walz has effectively used his normalcy to connect. Even Republicans who said they would never vote for him, particularly as the running mate of Ms. Harris, described him as self-effacing and familiar.



Although he spent more than a decade in Congress and another five years in the governor's mansion, the reaction among friends and neighbors to the news of his ascent on Tuesday was not knowing expectation, but pleasant surprise.



"He is genuine, he's a ball of energy," said Sherri Blasing, who used to live near Mr. Walz in Mankato, Minn.



"It's not every day that your neighbor becomes a vice-presidential candidate," she added. "You can't go two steps down the sidewalk without someone saying, 'Can you believe this?'"



A Nebraska Boyhood




Mr. Walz spoke to students at Mankato West High School shortly after being elected to Congress in 2007. Mr. Walz spent the early years of his career as a teacher and football coach.




Mr. Walz was born in West Point, Neb. (population: 3,500), and raised in Butte (population: 285), a town planted among the cornfields and the rolling hills of one of the most rural areas of one of the nation's most rural states.



As a teenager, Mr. Walz spent summers working on a family farm, and he has said that his high school graduating class included 25 students, 12 of whom were cousins. That, he would 
joke years later
, made finding someone to date "kind of a problem."



He was raised Catholic, by a father who was a school administrator and a mother who was a homemaker. (He became Lutheran after getting married, but does not draw much attention to his faith.)



Mr. Walz grew up hunting -- bringing his rifle to school so he could shoot turkeys with friends after football practice. He enlisted in the National Guard at 17, following in the footsteps of his father, who served in the Army during the Korean War.



His father died of lung cancer when he was 19. In 1989, Mr. Walz 
earned a bachelor's degree
 from Chadron State College in Nebraska and went to China for a year to teach English and American history.



He returned home to Nebraska; 
taught global geography
; met his wife, Gwen, a fellow teacher; and began coaching. In September 1995, at 31, Mr. Walz was pulled over by a Nebraska state trooper for driving at 96 miles per hour on a road where the speed limit was 55 m.p.h. Mr. Walz failed a field sobriety test and ultimately pleaded guilty to reckless driving. Mr. Walz told his principal and offered to resign, his lawyer said at the time, but he kept his job and stopped drinking.



The next year, the couple moved to Mankato, a small city surrounded by farming communities in southern Minnesota. Mr. Walz kept teaching and coaching, growing into the sort of coach who started practice by telling preteens, "You're the greatest seventh-grade basketball team ever!" said Ben Ingman, who was coached by Mr. Walz.



Mr. Ingman once watched Mr. Walz teach his son, Gus, to ride a bike. "When Gus finally got it, he exploded, just with his hands over head, yelling, over the moon," he said.



Mr. Walz led school trips to China and helped turn around a struggling Mankato West High School football team. He and his wife created the first gay-straight alliance group on campus after a senior, Jacob Reitan, came out as gay in the late 1990s.



Classmates taunted him, Mr. Reitan, 42, recalled in an interview. Someone smashed his car window, and he came home one day to find a slur etched on his driveway with chalk. As scary as coming out was, Mr. Reitan said, "it was made a hell of a lot easier because of Tim and Gwen Walz," he said.



Mr. Walz has said he understood how his support for the club carried weight.



"You have an older, white, straight, married, male football coach who's deeply concerned that these students are treated fairly and that there is no bullying," he said in a 2018 
campaign ad
.



'Who Is This Guy?'




Mr. Walz at a Fourth of July parade in Albert Lea, Minn., while campaigning for Congress in 2006. 




Mr. Walz's career in politics began because of President George W. Bush. In the governor's telling, he had tried to escort a group of high school students to 
a rally for Mr. Bush
 in Mankato, in 2004, but they were turned away because one student had a sticker supporting Mr. Bush's opponent, John F. Kerry, the Democratic senator from Massachusetts.



Mr. Walz was incensed. Within days, he said, he signed up to volunteer for the Kerry campaign, finding common cause with a fellow veteran opposed to the war in Iraq.



The tense confrontation at the rally was a "sad epiphany moment," he later said, and it set in motion a long-shot campaign against a six-term Republican incumbent in their largely rural, conservative Minnesota district in 2006.



Mr. Walz's former students at Mankato West High School signed up to knock on doors, even though it seemed nearly inconceivable that this first-time Democratic candidate without a donor base or name recognition could win in a red district against an entrenched incumbent.



"This is farm country, it's very conservative," said Nicole Griensewic, 41, who was in Mr. Walz's global geography class and volunteered for the campaign. "It had been known as a Republican district for so long, so it was like, Who is this guy?"



Mr. Walz was trained in campaigning that year at Camp Wellstone, a weekend workshop named after Paul Wellstone, a onetime senator of Minnesota whose staunch liberal politics and unflashy style are a model for many Democrats in the state.



Mr. Walz arrived wearing bluejeans, a T-shirt and sneakers -- hardly the wardrobe of a polished candidate, said Peggy Flanagan, then a Minneapolis School Board member who was assigned to mentor him that weekend.



"He walked in and was like, 'I'm Tim Walz and I want to run for Congress,' and we were like, 'As a Democrat?'" recalled Ms. Flanagan.



Mr. Walz rode to victory with his army of student volunteers and a strong 
debate performance
, and the widespread dissatisfaction with the Bush administration that year helped Democrats 
take control of the House of Representatives
.



'He Did His Work.'



On Capitol Hill, Mr. Walz, who served 24 years in the National Guard, 
emerged as a
 vocal critic of the Iraq war. He became influential on agriculture and veterans issues. But he was by most measures a low-profile member of Congress, a go-along, get-along backbencher who tended to follow the Democratic line in his votes.



"He's never been a show horse," said Blois Olson, a Minnesota political analyst. "He did his work. I think that's how many rank-and-file members are on both sides."



He supported Obamacare and an increase in the minimum wage, and pushed for expanding education benefits for veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. He took a particular interest in issues of importance to his district: agriculture and veteran issues. And the former teacher who had supported gay students in Minnesota was among the most vocal supporters of repealing the military policy that barred openly gay people from serving in uniform.



Patrick Murphy, a former Democratic congressman from Pennsylvania, called Mr. Walz "someone you just want to be around." Among those expressing pleasure at Ms. Harris's decision to pick Mr. Walz was Nancy Pelosi, the former House Democratic leader, who served with Mr. Walz in Congress.



After several successful re-election campaigns, warning signs arrived for Mr. Walz. Rural Democrats were an endangered species. In 2016, voters in his district were becoming enamored with Mr. Trump. Mr. Walz squeaked to a sixth term with just 50.4 percent of the vote that year, defeating his Republican opponent, Jim Hagedorn, by less than one point. It was his smallest victory margin in all his runs for Congress.



In March of 2017, Mr. Walz announced he was leaving Congress to run for governor of Minnesota. "He probably would have lost the seat if had run again in '18 -- which is one of the reasons he ran for governor," said Mr. Olson.



'One Minnesota'




Mr. Walz during a bill signing at the Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul, Minn., in March of last year. Mr. Walz campaigned for governor under the slogan "One Minnesota," but many Republican voters have felt alienated by his actions as governor.




In 2018, he was elected as governor with his one-time political mentor, Ms. Flanagan, as his lieutenant governor. They campaigned under the slogan "One Minnesota," presenting themselves as unifying leaders in a polarizing time.



Perhaps the biggest crisis they faced was the mayhem and the violence ignited by the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis in May 2020. A wave of protests, looting and arson spread through Minneapolis in the days that followed, prompting the city's mayor to ask the governor to deploy National Guard soldiers.



Mr. Walz didn't immediately heed that request, which led critics to call him indecisive in a moment of peril. Hundreds of businesses were looted and set on fire that week, 
resulting in an
 estimated $500 million worth of damage. The governor, who ultimately sent troops under his command to Minneapolis, 
has defended his response
, arguing that elected officials did their best in the face of monumental challenges.



"I simply believe that we try to do the best we can
," 
he said recently at a news conference.



When he campaigned for re-election in 2022, rivals sought to 
misleadingly tie him
 to the movement to defund the police and criticized him over his lockdown policies during the Covid-19 pandemic.



Mr. Walz lost ground with his old constituents between his first and second governor races. In 2018, he won more 
than 49 percent
 of the vote in his old congressional district, slightly more than his Republican opponent. When he sought re-election four years later, 
he lost
 that congressional district by more than seven percentage points.



But he won -- and Democrats seized full control of the State Legislature, lifted, in no small part, by the strong turnout by liberal voters upset over the Supreme Court's decision that ended the federal right to abortion.



With a one-seat majority in the State Senate, Mr. Walz signed into law bills that codified the right to abortion under state statute, legalized recreational marijuana, funded free meals for all school children, required employers to provide paid medical and family leave and tightened gun restrictions.



Mr. Walz's allies and critics took notice when he began accepting invitations to appear on television news programs this summer, casting himself as a more authentic embodiment of small-town values than Mr. Vance. He argued that Democrats should focus less on talking about the perils of a second Trump term and more on sharing an upbeat vision described in plain terms.



The energy was familiar to his former students, neighbors and constituents watching at home.



"When I hear him talking, his cadence and the way that he presents, and his speech is exactly the same as it was in high school," said Ms. Griensewic, his former student.



Emily Cochrane
, 
Reid J. Epstein
, 
Dionne Searcey
 Tom Lawrence, Job Vigil and Kate Selig contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/us/politics/tim-walz-kamala-harris-campaign-2024.html
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news analysis



In Walz, Harris Sees a Battleground Strategy Dressed in Carhartt



Democrats think Gov. Tim Walz's cultural ties are needed to talk to rural and working-class voters. But Republicans are not going to let his folksy style obscure a liberal record.




President Biden, center, and Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, left, in Northfield, Minn., last year.




By Lisa Lerer


Aug 07, 2024


In selecting Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota as her running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris has picked a partner who is many things she is not: a product of small-town America. A union member known to campaign in a T-shirt and camo hat. A white guy who exudes Midwestern dad energy.



And, perhaps most important, a politician who has had to rely on the support of independent, or even Republican, voters to win elections.



Their pairing is somewhat predictable; a cardinal rule of vice-presidential selection is to construct the ticket with political balance in mind. But it is also a statement about what many Democrats believe is one of Ms. Harris's key vulnerabilities: that she is perceived as too liberal, putting even the small slice of rural, working-class and moderate voters that she needs across Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Michigan out of her reach.



Ms. Harris, a California Democrat, has never won an election as a solo candidate outside the liberal bastion of California, where races often hinge not on winning swing voters but on successfully navigating intraparty fights. That has left her with limited experience acquiring a political skill Mr. Walz honed over his nearly two decades in politics: talking to conservatives.



The great dream of Ms. Harris's pick is that Mr. Walz's brand of affable cultural politics can help broaden her appeal and win back some of the voters who have been fleeing the party for years.



In other words, Democrats hope that "Brat summer," the lime green, pop-culture meme for Ms. Harris's campaign, can translate into the kind of brat summer that evokes a staple of Midwest barbecues.



"This is a man who is as comfortable walking into Farm Fest in southern Minnesota and talking to corn and soybean growers as he is walking into a Black church in north Minneapolis," said Senator Tina Smith, the Minnesota Democrat. "He is a person who just knows how to sit down and listen and connect with people
."



But Republicans are not going to let Mr. Walz's casual style and folksy, flat Midwestern vowels alone pass for moderate views. "This isn't the Democratic Party of your parents or grandparents," said Matt Brooks, the chairman of the Republican Jewish Coalition. And Republicans pulled out pieces of Mr. Walz's liberal record in Minnesota -- such as tampons in school bathrooms and voting rights for felons -- to try to underscore the point.



The Democratic strategy is based far more on the identity politics of race, gender and cultural affiliation than on any policy calculations. Mr. Walz does not bring the clear electoral benefits of other contenders -- like Josh Shapiro, the popular governor of Pennsylvania, or Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona -- who might have more directly helped Ms. Harris in key swing states.




Mr. Walz signing an executive order in 2023 to protect the right of Minnesota's L.G.B.T.Q. community to receive gender-affirming health care.




And he shares much of Ms. Harris's liberal agenda, championing issues like protecting abortion rights, restricting guns and expanding benefits like paid family leave.



But Mr. Walz, 60, presents as a cultural moderate: He is a gun owner who hunts turkeys and pheasants, and an Army veteran from rural northwest Nebraska. His first visit to San Francisco 
occurred last week
, when he traveled to the city for some political meetings. And he is the first Democratic vice-presidential pick in more than a half-century who did not attend law school.



"Sometimes you see politicians who put on a Carhartt T-shirt in order to try to show rural America that they care about them," said Jane Kleeb, the chair of the Nebraska Democratic Party. "But Walz doesn't have to do that. He has plenty of Carhartt in his closet, and plaid and everything else."



Large swaths of white, rural voters -- the demographic group he fits most neatly into -- are unlikely to break their yearslong support of former President Donald J. Trump because Mr. Walz is on the ticket. But Democrats hope Mr. Walz can curb some of those expected losses, expand where they can compete and reassure more moderate Democrats who may have concerns about Ms. Harris.



"We're living in the real world here," said Ms. Smith. "We might not win rural communities, but we win the small towns in those rural communities and our margin of loss is smaller."



It is all a very different brand of Democratic politics than was practiced by Ms. Harris in California -- and nationally.



She won her last solo election -- the fight for her Senate seat in 2016 -- by defeating another Democrat. In 2019, Ms. Harris began a presidential campaign in which she spent months talking to Democrats alone, largely courting the progressive wing of the party in a crowded primary.



As a vice-presidential candidate, it was her running mate, Joseph R. Biden Jr., who made it his mission to make the case to the white working-class and moderates in the Midwest, while she was often dispatched to increase his support among the younger and more diverse parts of the Democratic coalition.



Mr. Walz rose to political power through the Democratic Farmer-Labor Party, a state operation with a tradition of rural, populist politics that once held sway across the Midwest but has largely evaporated beyond his home state.



For a dozen years, he represented a rural, conservative district in southern Minnesota and was considered a moderate in Congress, even 
earning an A rating from the National Rifle Association
. Other Democrats from rural areas lost their re-election races, but Mr. Walz held on to his seat, even as Mr. Trump won his district by a double-digit margin in 2016. Two years later, he retired to run for governor.



Still, it was liberal activists, commentators and donors who emerged as the strongest champions of Mr. Walz during the whirlwind vetting process.




Mr. Walz at a rally at the State Capitol in St. Paul, Minn., in 2019.




Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont endorsed him for vice president, as did a series of labor unions and progressive advocacy organizations. Some of the most liberal donors pushed his bid to campaign officials and people close to Ms. Harris.



Those affiliations might help Republicans as they rush to cast Mr. Walz as "woke." On Tuesday, they targeted 
his response to the protests
, looting, vandalism and arson that engulfed Minneapolis after the murder of George Floyd by a police officer. Critics say he responded too late to a request from the city's mayor to deploy the National Guard.



"They make an interesting tag team because, of course, Tim Walz allowed rioters to burn down Minneapolis in the summer of 2020, and the few who got caught, Kamala Harris helped bail them out of jail," Republicans' vice-presidential nominee, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, told reporters traveling on his campaign plane on Tuesday.



Mr. Vance was also chosen in part because of his working-class roots.



But Democrats believe Mr. Walz is enough of a skilled politician that he can defray such attacks and keep the focus on Mr. Trump. His ability to do that was the other major factor that played into his selection.



Mr. Walz rocketed to the top of the vice-presidential list after a series of news media appearances, where he coined a plain-spoken way of describing Mr. Trump and his Republican allies as "weird." It is a message he described as a "politics of joy" that has long been missing from the party.



"This is the emperor wearing no clothes," he said in an interview 
on CNN last month
. "This is about making sure you take away this perceived power he has."



But, he quickly added, "I want to be very clear, I'm not speaking about the people at his rallies. Those are my relatives." He went on: "These are my neighbors. These are good people."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/us/politics/kamala-harris-tim-walz-running-mate.html
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Lilibet speaks good English. Her coach is British and amply tattooed. She competed on Tuesday in park skateboarding, an insurgent sport in which the point among the sisterhood of athletes is not just winning a medal but embodying a mantra of female empowerment.



Lilibet is just a nickname. Her full name is Zheng Haohao, and at 11 she is the 
youngest athlete at these Games
. She is also the new face of a Chinese sports-industrial complex that for decades has harnessed tens of thousands of small children in hopes of forging a tiny fraction of them into Olympic champions.



Yet Lilibet's debut, along with those of a few other Chinese Olympians, has come in large part because she has grown up outside the state's full embrace.



"I don't want to put any pressure on myself," Lilibet wrote on Chinese social media before her competition. "I just want to show my best in Paris."



Lilibet's carefree attitude, an energy tonic for Chinese fans at these Games, has prompted questions of whether it's worth pushing Chinese athletes so hard for national glory.




 Zheng Haohao, known as Lilibet, is the youngest athlete at the Paris Games.




In Paris, China is once again locked in 
a gold medal race
 with the United States -- a contest that probably means more to Beijing than to Washington. As expected, its sports machine has delivered victories in diving, badminton, gymnastics and shooting, among other pursuits, though its swimmers competed under 
a shadow of suspicion
 because of failed drug tests at previous events. The coming days most likely will bring more golds, in weight lifting.



On Saturday, China won gold and silver in the women's table tennis singles. It was a predictable spectacle of athletic domination -- China has won every gold in the event and five consecutive silvers, too -- but the day's last act was one of the most jarring displays at these Olympics, as Chinese fans rebelled against the eventual victor.



National Effort



Ever since Chairman Mao Zedong decreed that his new People's Republic develop its muscle, China has taken sports seriously. After the nation's nearly three-decade absence from the Summer Olympics, Chinese officials mimicked the Soviet Union and set up thousands of state-run sports schools to cultivate champions, and returned to the Games in 1984.



Beijing's gold medal strategy long depended on a mastery of sports like table tennis and diving, as well as 
a mining of medals
 in disciplines offering multiple categories and weight classes, like weight lifting and shooting.




Chen Yuxi and Quan Hongchan won gold in the women's synchronized 10-meter platform diving. China has never failed to finish first in the event.




Chinese athletes enjoyed careers fully subsidized by the state, but they had to hew to a long list of noes: no dating, no living at home, no normal school. At the 2012 London Games, one diver 
was not told
 that her grandparents had died or that her mother had been ill until after her competition. She won gold.



China, though, has changed a lot since it began churning out champions. Middle-class parents are no longer willing to give up their only children to the state sports system. Athletes are demanding more autonomy and a bigger cut of their earnings. More fundamentally, the state has expanded its definition of sport from an elite preserve of champions to a source of wellness for the masses.



Lilibet was the kind of child who pinged around like an electron eager to charge a current. Four years ago, her family gave her a skateboard as a diversion, not as any instrument of patriotism. (She is also fond of painting and chess.) As her skills expanded, her mother, multilingual and well-traveled, took Lilibet on tour to three continents.



Even as she trained, Lilibet continued to live at home. She learned English, and her posts on Instagram, which is blocked in China by state censors, praise her fellow skateboarders with the hashtag #girlscanskate. "Speed is your friend," she wrote in one post. In another, she showed off her earnings from a national competition and admitted she didn't know exactly how taxes worked.




Lilibet with her coach at Place de la Concorde.




In the run up to the park competition on Tuesday, Lilibet mixed easily with the other competitors, most of whom, given the lack of an age minimum, 
are minors
. The girls giggled and vogued.



"She's cool, and I like her style," said Chen Yifan, a Chinese teenager watching Lilibet train. "She is having fun."



It's about more than fun. A strong sense of self is fundamental to the sport.



"I've had conversations with the Chinese, who were asking, because this is a new sport, 'What should we do to become good?'" said Luca Basilico, the skateboarding director for World Skate, which runs the Olympic competition. "And I tell them: 'Send them abroad. Let them travel and absorb. And then they will come up with their own style and artistry.'"



That advice applies to other sports, too. On Saturday, in front of a spirited crowd of Chinese supporters, 
Zheng Qinwen
 (no relation to Zheng Haohao, or Lilibet) won gold in tennis in women's singles. Although she was deposited by her father at a state sports academy at age 7, leaving her struggling with homesickness for years, Zheng eventually relocated to Spain with her mother.




Zheng Qinwen celebrating her women's singles gold at Roland Garros last week.




It was a liberty unavailable to an earlier crop of Chinese tennis players, who could not leave the country for training and were required to hand over much of their endorsement money to the state. Chinese women's tennis was also shaken in 2021 when Peng Shuai, once a top doubles player, 
accused
 a former top Communist Party official of sexual assault. Peng quickly withdrew her allegation and disappeared for a time from public view, leading to a global human rights campaign asking, "Where is Peng Shuai?"



Today, the rules limiting Chinese Olympians have loosened. There are fewer state media diatribes against athletes' dating teammates or admonitions against personal ambition. Still, the easygoing atmosphere of skateboarding, with a Chinese Olympian chilling with headphones and baggy pants, is a world away from what unfolded on Saturday when two other Chinese women battled it out for gold in table tennis.



Playing Favorites



In that final, Sun Yingsha, the reigning world champion, faced off against Chen Meng, the world No. 4.



Chen was the defending Olympic champion, but for months, China's state media had pumped up Sun as the young, humble exemplar of a table tennis-mad nation. Ad campaigns promoted her face. "Sun Yingsha is not tall, having short hair and a round face," enthused one provincial newspaper. "She is cute and adorable. Everyone loves her."



At the same time, the way in which Chen qualified for Paris led to simmering speculation that one reason she had been chosen was to provide Sun an easier time in the final. (Given China's dominance of the sport, it was viewed as a foregone conclusion that they would play for the gold and silver.)




Sun Yingsha, top, and Chen Meng facing off in the gold-medal match for table tennis in Paris last week.




Machinations within a national team might seem to be an internal matter. But Chen qualified for these Olympics under parameters that had been recently revised and after higher-ranked teammates had suffered losses so surprising that they raised the specter of match manipulation. There are also persistent doubts about Chen's age. Under sporting federation and Chinese regulations, proof of age or match manipulation should have precluded her from participating in these Games. 



There is no firm evidence that any matches that led to Chen's selection for Paris were rigged. But Chinese sports have long been linked to such transgressions. 



Chinese athletes have said that they were ordered to throw table tennis matches, either to allow a favored player to advance or to shape the draw for an easier tournament. One star 
claimed
 that she once defied a diktat to deliberately lose, costing her a spot in the Olympics. She emigrated to Japan, and later represented her adopted country in the 1996 and 2000 Games.



Chen told The New York Times that she began training in table tennis at about 5 1/2 years old because the sport seemed "cute." But in her home province of Shandong, in eastern China, table tennis was practically a blood sport. Entire academies dedicated themselves to training children.




Fans and officials of Team China at a women's table tennis match. 




Former participants in Shandong table tennis, including players and a trainer, say that to boost the provincial team's competitiveness and to enjoy enhanced central government funding, local officials routinely falsified children's ages to make them seem younger and therefore more talented. The Chinese Table Tennis Association tried to fight back by analyzing children's bones to gauge their real age. 



Chen's birth date, according to her Olympic biography, is Jan. 15, 1994, making her 30. But in 2012, she shared posts on her social media account, written on June 15, wishing her a happy birthday. Those social media posts did not specify her year of birth. An article about Chen in Shandong news media published a photo from 1997 at the table tennis school she first attended.



If she started training at five and a half years old, she would now be 32, not 30, as her biography states. Documentation from events she attended as a little girl in New Zealand and China would make her 32, too.



Table tennis players and trainers from Shandong, who spoke on condition of anonymity because of fears of reprisal, say that athletes usually have a "Ping-Pong age" and a real age. Two players who trained with Chen's coach told a researcher that their ages were falsified when they were small.



The difference might not matter now, but age manipulation breaks Chinese rules, which were tightened after high-profile international scandals. In 2010, a decade after the Sydney Games, the Chinese women's gymnastics team that won bronze there was stripped of its medal because one of its athletes had entered the competition as a 16-year-old when she was actually two years underage.



When asked about her correct birth date, Chen told The Times: "What the official record says is the most accurate."




Chen said that she began training in table tennis at five and a half years old because the sport seemed "cute," but in her home province of Shandong, the game was practically a blood sport.




The match on Saturday between Chen and Sun began in equipoise. Each player claimed a game. But Chen's spinning shots struck with hairbreadth precision. Sun's points, decreasing as the match progressed, were met with approving roars from the Chinese fans. By the time Chen had prevailed to defend her Olympic gold, the Chinese table tennis delegation sitting in the stands gazed out, sullen and unsmiling. The message seemed clear: The wrong Chinese player had won.



Fans primed to support Sun expressed their outrage online. By the next day, China's social media platform, Weibo, announced that more than 300 accounts had been suspended for spreading "malicious speculation" about the match and 12,000 "pieces of illegal content" had been deleted. On Tuesday, Beijing authorities said a woman had been 
arrested
 in connection with her table tennis posts.



At a news conference after the match, members of the Chinese news media asked Chen a few perfunctory questions, then lapsed into silence. She walked away a repeat singles gold medalist, but grim and alone.



Generation Next



Three days later, at the Olympic skateboarding preliminaries, Lilibet strapped on her helmet and kneepads. A few days before, in training, she had soared through the air, the Eiffel Tower in the distance, and returned to earth face first. "Kissing the ground," skateboarders call it.



Her first official run in the Olympics was cautious. In her second and third runs, she took on more speed and lost control.



She was hardly the only one. In Lilibet's heat, seven runs in a row ended with missed tricks. A 15-year-old French girl broke down in tears. Lilibet told her coach, Danny Wainwright of Britain, that her Olympic debut was "no good." She finished 18th out of 22 competitors.



But half an hour later, her cheek still scratched and bruised from her fall in training, Lilibet was grinning again as she described what had brought her to Paris.



"I was like, oh, skateboarding that's so cool," she said in perfect preteen English. "And I got to come to the Olympics and see all my friends."








Olivia Wang
 contributed research.



Photographs at top by: 
Gabriela Bhaskar
 for The New York Times; 
Chang W. Lee
/The New York Times; 
Dmitry Kostyukov
 for The New York Times; and 
James Hill
 for The New York Times
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For the Venezuelan government, everything seemed to be falling in place.



Francisco Torrealba, a senior ruling party official, described being in an electoral command center in the country's capital, Caracas, on Election Day last month, watching the computer monitors with confidence as the presidential vote neared its close.



The charts showed that a crucial party support base in Caracas had shown up in force.



The picture was much the same in other traditional government strongholds nationwide, he said. This assured officials that a combination of high turnout among loyalists and suppressing the vote for the opposition would propel Venezuela's  president, Nicolas Maduro, to a presidential election victory.



"We were calm," Mr. Torrealba, a veteran lawmaker and a senior official  of the ruling Socialist Party, said in an interview, describing the mood among government officials during the July 28 vote. "We did everything necessary to achieve a good victory."



What happened next appears to have delivered a seismic jolt to the government's expectations.



Vote tallies showed that the ruling party's supporters in the public sector and poor neighborhoods had abandoned the country's  leader in droves, according to vote tallies obtained by the opposition. An electoral disaster loomed.




Election workers in Petare, Venezuela, moved outside on July 28, after being unable to transmit vote counts from their polling station during the presidential election.




"We were betrayed, because they said they were going to vote for Maduro and what did they do? They voted for the lady," said a ruling party activist in Maracaibo, Venezuela's second largest city, speaking anonymously for fear of retribution.



The activist was referring to the  popular leader of the opposition, Maria Corina Machado, who was backing Mr. Maduro's rival, Edmundo Gonzalez.



As electronic results poured into Caracas, the government-controlled electoral council suddenly interrupted transmission for approximately two hours, according to two people familiar with what happened. The delay, analysts said, seemed to give the government time to switch to a Plan B.



Shortly after midnight, the electoral council declared Mr. Maduro the winner, announcing vote totals that do not appear to have been based on the ballots recorded by the electoral system, according to many analysts, opposition leaders and a person with direct knowledge of the council's decision.



The announcement plunged Venezuela into a political crisis that has claimed at least 22 lives in violent demonstrations, led to the jailing of more than 2,000 people and provoked global denunciation.




An antigovernment protest the day after the election results were announced. At least 22 people have died and more than 2,000 arrested amid protests.




The government has refused to release any vote tallies to stand up Mr. Maduro's claim of victory. His re-election has been rejected by the United States and many other countries in the Americas and Europe. It has also been debunked by statistical studies of vote tallies obtained by the opposition, including 
one conducted by The New York Times
.



Mr. Maduro has responded to criticism by doubling down on his repression of opponents and breaking ties with nations that rejected his victory.



The election has left him facing one of the toughest decisions of his 11-year rule: whether to brazenly hold onto power no matter the cost, or accept a political compromise that could weaken his grip on the country.



This article is based on roughly two dozen interviews with party officials, poll workers, opposition activists and election experts.



Some of them are in hiding and many spoke on condition of anonymity. Some fear being swept up in a crackdown by the government since the election, while others do not want to jeopardize their political positions.



'Politics Is What We Know'



Mr. Maduro faced a dilemma heading into the election. The vote needed to be free enough to convince the United States to lift crippling economic sanctions, but not so free as to endanger his rule.



A victory would deliver Mr. Maduro a third term in office and propel Chavismo, the movement founded by his predecessor and mentor, Hugo Chavez, into its third decade in power.



Mr. Maduro took few chances.



He allowed Mr. Gonzalez, a little-known retired diplomat, to challenge him, while banning all major opposition leaders, including Ms. Machado, from running.



He then brought to bear the full weight of Venezuela's state against Mr. Gonzalez's campaign. His government jailed dozens of his campaign workers, sowed confusion in the voting process and denied the opposition access to mainstream media and advertising.



To win votes for Mr. Maduro, the ruling party bet on its time-tested maquinaria
, 
the political machinery that for years has used the financial muscle of an oil state to bring supporters to the polls through a combination of handouts, coercion and appeals to loyalty.




Supporters of Mr. Maduro at a rally last month in Caracas.




Technological advances had also broadened the government's electoral tools. Party activists, from neighborhood organizers to government ministers, were charged with getting 10 voters to polling stations and updating their progress on an app monitored by campaign managers.



"Doing politics is what we know," Nicolas Maduro Guerra, a ruling party lawmaker and the president's son, said in an interview days before the election. "We are confident in the victory, not because we are triumphalists, but because we have done our homework."



As the vote neared, the government's internal polling showed Mr. Maduro within striking distance of Mr. Gonzalez, a margin of error they believed could be overcome by maximizing turnout, according to two people familiar with those surveys.







An empty polling station in a government stronghold in Caracas on Election Day.




In interviews, party officials said they had dismissed multiple public polls showing Mr. Gonzalez far ahead as a mirage. Even some opposition-leaning experts urged caution, noting that millions of Venezuelans remained on the voter registry but have since gone abroad to escape economic depression.



But the triumphalism of senior party officials contrasted with the growing alarm among their grass roots organizers. The government's move to shift much of the economy into private hands to revive growth had led to big public spending cuts, reducing the handouts and social services traditionally used to mobilize the vote.



The ruling party's campaign this year lacked the financial resources of past efforts, said one party organizer in Maracaibo. In previous campaigns, she said, the government gave out everything from motorbikes to refrigerators. Ahead of this vote, all she got was boxes of poor-quality food and house paint.



"I knew what was coming," she said. 



Gripped by Euphoria



The opposition, on the other hand, was feverishly organizing and also using technology to try to even the playing field.



Ms. Machado, Mr. Gonzalez's political patron, organized tens of thousands of supporters into electoral clusters charged with obtaining printed tallies from the country's 30,000 voting machines.



The tallies, the opposition believed, would allow them to recreate the results and expose any potential fraud. Ms. Machado's team created its own app to allow volunteers to report turnout and upload the tallies.




The leader of the opposition, Maria Corina Machado, and the opposition candidate, Edmundo Gonzalez, aboard a vehicle at one of their last campaign stops ahead of the election.







Mr. Torrealba, the senior ruling party official, said he spent Election Day morning surveying voting centers in the rural state of Portuguesa, where he was encouraged by the long waiting lines.






"It is sealed," a mid-ranking party official in Mr. Maduro's campaign texted a Times journalist in the early afternoon, reflecting the government's belief that a high turnout would lead to victory. (Nearly 81 percent of Venezuela residents would end up casting a ballot that day, up from 48 percent in the last presidential vote, according to an analysis of demographic data and opposition tallies by Francisco Rodriguez, a Venezuelan economist at the University of Denver.)



As the ruling party focused on getting supporters to the polls, it also tried to suppress the opposition's ability to monitor irregularities. In many centers, electoral officials backed by soldiers told poll volunteers and opposition witnesses that they would not be given the printed tallies, in violation of electoral law.




Nearly 81 percent of Venezuela residents would end up casting a ballot that day, up from 48 percent in the last presidential vote.




Still, after the polls started closing after 6 p.m., activists in many voting centers were able to scan printouts and transmit them to the opposition campaign.






As the tallies accumulated, the opposition grew increasingly convinced that its candidate was headed for a historic victory.



Neighborhoods that had voted for Chavista candidates for decades -- in Caracas's poorest neighborhoods or in rural areas like Portuguesa -- had turned from Mr. Maduro, an opposition election analysis shared with The Times found.



"We were gripped by euphoria," said one opposition organizer, Andres Schloeter. "Finally, we have done it!"



But, the opposition's celebration was short lived.



'They Are Going to Steal the Election'



About two hours after the polls closed, voting machines across the country suddenly lost connection to the electoral council's headquarters, halting the transmission of results, according to two people familiar the process, as well as interviews with multiple poll workers who attempted to upload the results.



The government, without providing evidence, would later blame the technical glitch on a hacking attack from North Macedonia.



But many analysts and opposition leaders believe the government halted the transmission to switch to a new strategy.



Shortly after the transmission went down, Mr. Maduro's campaign chief, Jorge Rodriguez, gave the first hint of what was coming. "Today has been a victory for everyone," Mr. Rodriguez told reporters with a broad smile on his face.



"This is when we realized: They are going to steal the election," said Mr. Schloeter, the opposition organizer.



As the electoral council remained silent, the ruling party held a victory concert next to the presidential palace. Several thousand public employees and Chavista activists danced to bands, including a Maduro tribute band whose songs include "Super Mustache," and "Nicolas, Nicolas, Nicolas."




A lone man appeared on a street in a neighborhood in Caracas known as a traditional stronghold of Venezuela's ruling party on election night.







Finally, just after midnight, Elvis Amoroso, the head of the electoral council and a ruling party official, proclaimed Mr. Maduro the winner to a stunned nation, saying he had come out seven percentage points ahead of Mr. Gonzalez. 






Yet the figures that Mr. Amoroso read aloud did not come from the electoral council's database, according to a person with direct knowledge of events in the council's headquarters on election night.



How those figures were arrived at remains a mystery.



Mr. Amoroso did not respond to a request for comment sent through the electoral council.






Vote Tallies Tell a Different Story



The government's move had a crucial flaw: Its attempts to prevent the opposition from obtaining voting tallies largely failed, said Juan Barreto, a former leftist ally of Mr. Maduro who broke with him and supported a third-party candidate in the elections.



Ms. Machado's poll volunteers managed to obtain about 30 percent of the tallies on Election Day, her campaign said, and more tallies kept trickling in over the following days. 



The scale of the government's defeat reflected in those tallies made it difficult to disprove, said one ruling party poll volunteer in Maracaibo.



"The votes were too many, we couldn't invent anything or fight back," she said.




An opposition supporter holding a list of votes recorded by a voting machine during an opposition rally on Tuesday in Caracas.







By Tuesday, the opposition had posted 83 percent of the vote tallies online, showing Mr. Gonzalez 37 percentage points ahead of Mr. Maduro.



Mr. Torrealba claims the opposition's tallies are fake, but said the ruling party had no plans to publish its own tallies. He claimed the government was not obligated to do so and had never done it before.



But in 2013 the party 
did precisely that
, publishing tallies to disprove the opposition's fraud claims in a tight election won by Mr. Maduro.



Despite angry calls for accountability and transparency, Mr. Torrealba presented the July 28 elections as a fait accompli.



Mr. Maduro, at the ruling party's victory concert on Election Day, proclaimed: "I can say before the people of Venezuela and the world: I am Nicolas Maduro Moros, the re-elected president of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. And I will defend our democracy!"




The electoral council's announcement of Mr. Maduro's victory spurred protests, which were broken up by security forces.




Mariana Martinez
 contributed reporting from Caracas, Venezuela, and 
Sheyla Urdaneta
 from Maracaibo, Venezuela.
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Trump Dangles New Tax Cut Proposals With Real Political Appeal



The most recent and costliest of Mr. Trump's ideas would end income taxes on Social Security benefits.




Repeatedly during the campaign, former President Donald J. Trump and Republicans have embraced new, sometimes novel tax cuts in an attempt to shore up support with major constituencies.




By Andrew Duehren


Aug 07, 2024


First it was a tax cut for hotel and restaurant workers in Nevada, a swing state where Donald J. Trump 
proposed exempting tips from taxes
. Then, in front of powerful chief executives gathered in Washington, Mr. Trump 
floated cutting the corporate tax rate
, helping to ease concerns in the business community about his candidacy.



Now Mr. Trump is calling for an end to taxing Social Security benefits, which could be a boon for retirees, one of the most politically important groups in the United States.



Repeatedly during the campaign, Mr. Trump and Republicans have embraced new, sometimes novel tax cuts in an attempt to shore up support with major constituencies. In a series of social-media posts, at political rallies, and without formal policy proposals, Mr. Trump has casually suggested reducing federal revenue by trillions of dollars.



While policy experts have taken issue with the ideas, Mr. Trump's pronouncements have real political appeal, at times putting Democrats on their back foot. Nevada's two Democratic senators and its powerful culinary union have endorsed ending taxes on tips. The AARP supports tax relief for seniors receiving Social Security benefits, though it has not taken a position on Mr. Trump's proposal.



"You do have to scratch your head a little bit when someone's going around offering free lunches everywhere," said Jesse Lee, a Democratic consultant and former Biden White House official. "We're all for people having their lunch, but we have to raise taxes on the wealthy to pay for it."



The most recent and most expensive of Mr. Trump's plans is ending income taxes on Social Security benefits, which could cost the federal government as much as $1.8 trillion in revenue over a decade, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. That would burn through the program's financial reserves more quickly and hasten 
the moment
 when the government is no longer able to pay out Social Security benefits in full under current law.



It would also provide tax relief to millions of Americans. Congress started taxing Social Security benefits in the 1980s to help prop up the program's finances, and now about 40 percent of people who receive Social Security payments owe taxes on the benefits, according to the Social Security Administration. About 70 million people receive Social Security benefits.



To determine whether someone's benefits are taxed, the government uses a formula that counts half of Social Security payments as income. Individuals making more than $25,000 under that gauge have to pay income taxes on up to 50 percent of the money they receive from Social Security. Individuals making more than $34,000 have to pay taxes on up to 85 percent of their benefits.



Low-income retirees without other savings or earnings may not make enough to owe taxes on their Social Security payments. Households making between roughly $60,000 and $200,000 would receive the largest comparative boost under the proposal, according to an analysis by the Tax Policy Center, a think tank.



Romina Boccia, the director of budget and entitlement policy at the libertarian Cato Institute, said ending taxes on Social Security would shift more of the burden for paying for the benefits onto younger workers.



"I can see the political calculations behind this proposal, but from a tax fairness perspective and a generation fairness perspective, it is a very bad proposal," she said.



Still, there is bipartisan support for the concept. Some House Democrats introduced legislation earlier this year that would stop taxing Social Security benefits, while also raising payroll taxes on higher-income Americans to fund the program.



As governor of Minnesota, Tim Walz, whom Vice President Kamala Harris 
selected as her 2024 running mate
, signed legislation that exempted Social Security payments from state taxes for many seniors. Bill Sweeney, the senior vice president for government affairs at AARP, said any changes to Social Security should protect the program's finances. He added that his group's members were not shy about their distaste for taxes on Social Security.



"I know they're calling members of Congress and complaining about this," he said.



In an interview on Fox Business last week, Mr. Trump brushed aside concerns about the cost of the idea. He said that accelerating the deadline for addressing Social Security's finances would prompt Congress to fix the program. "You know that we're going to take care of Social Security," he said. "We're not going to do anything to hurt our seniors."



Beyond his new ideas, Mr. Trump is also seeking to extend many of the tax cuts he signed into law in 2017. Ms. Harris has also effectively promised to extend many of those tax cuts beyond 2025, when they are currently 
set to expire
. She's adopted a pledge not to raise taxes on any household making less than $400,000 a year.



Even as they prepare to defend much of Mr. Trump's signature tax law, many Democrats believe they have a better political hand on tax policy. For years, they have pummeled Republican tax plans, arguing that they primarily benefit large companies and wealthy Americans. In addition to supporting tax cuts for low-income and middle-class Americans, Democrats are seeking to raise taxes on wealthy Americans and large corporations.



To try to blunt Democratic attacks, some Republicans have sought to emphasize tax cuts for working-class Americans and small businesses. They hope Mr. Trump focuses on ideas like exempting Social Security from income taxes, rather than further slashing the corporate tax from 21 percent to 15 percent, as he has suggested.



"This feels like an answer to Democratic attacks that Trump is protecting corporate America," said Ron Bonjean, a Republican consultant. "If there is another debate he can pull these out of his back pocket to say he's fighting for seniors and he's fighting for workers who count on tips everyday. It does help politically."
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To Avoid a Recession, Consumer Spending Is Key



It has powered the economic recovery from the pandemic shock. Now wallets are thinner, and some businesses are feeling the difference.




Retailers are observing changes in consumer spending. A clearer picture will emerge in the coming weeks, when many, including Walmart, Target and Macy's, report their most recent quarterly earnings.




By Sydney Ember, Jordyn Holman and Julie Creswell


Aug 07, 2024


The economy's resurgence from the pandemic shock has had a singular driving force: the consumer. Flush with savings and buoyed by a sizzling labor market, Americans have spent exuberantly, on goods such as furniture and electronics and then on services including air travel and restaurant meals.



How long this spending will hold up has become a crucial question.



Despite contortions in world markets, many economists are cautioning that there is no reason to panic -- at least not yet. In July, there was a notable slowdown in hiring and a jump in the unemployment rate to its highest level since October 2021, but consumer spending has remained relatively robust. Wages are rising, though at a slower rate, and job cuts are still low.



"Overall, there isn't evidence of a retrenchment in consumer spending," said Gregory Daco, chief economist at the consulting firm EY-Parthenon. The strength of spending helped power greater-than-expected economic growth in the spring.



That could change if the labor market's slowdown accelerates.



Already, some consumers, especially those with lower incomes, are feeling the dual pinch of higher prices and elevated interest rates that are weighing on their finances. Credit card delinquencies are rising, and 
household debt has swelled
. Pandemic-era savings 
have dwindled
. In June, Americans 
saved just 3.4 percent
 of their after-tax income, compared with 4.8 percent a year earlier.



On calls with investors and in boardrooms around the country, corporate executives are acknowledging that customers are no longer spending as freely as they used to. And they are bracing themselves for the slide to continue.



"We are seeing cautious consumers," Brian Olsavsky, Amazon's chief financial officer, said on a call with reporters last week. "They're looking for deals."



Chris Kempczinski, the chief executive of McDonald's, likewise noted last week that some lower-income consumers were "dropping out of the market, eating at home and finding other ways to economize."



McDonald's, which reported a 1 percent decline in global same-store sales, a measure of year-over-year retail sales for companies, in the quarter that ended in June, has been trying to lure back consumers with a $5 value meal. Other fast-food brands are introducing similar deals. Taco Bell is offering a variety of tacos and burritos priced at less than $3. Burger King is selling a "Your Way Meal" for $5.



Many food manufacturers, which are seeing volumes decline as consumers buy less or trade down to less expensive 
store-brand options
, also say they plan to reduce prices on some foods, increase portions on others and offer more sales.



After 
reporting
 a 0.5 percent decline in revenues in the second quarter in its Frito-Lay snack business from year-ago levels, a result of a 4 percent drop in volumes, executives at PepsiCo noted that some consumers had become more price-sensitive around some of its salty snacks, like Tostitos tortilla chips and Ruffles potato chips. As a result, the company said, it plans to cut prices or offer more sales on certain snacks.



"You see different behaviors happening everywhere," Ramon Laguarta, PepsiCo's chief executive, said on an earnings call last month. "The connecting line would be: The consumer is more cautious, but the consumer is willing to spend in areas where they see value."



Retail sales have not buckled. In June, the most recent month for which data is available, they were unchanged from the month before, according to the Commerce Department, defying expectations of a decline. But retailers are also observing changes in consumer spending.



Mr. Olsavsky of Amazon said shoppers were generally shifting to lower-cost items. And he noted that purchases of higher-ticket items had declined from levels that a thriving economy would indicate.




Many food manufacturers say they plan to reduce prices on some foods, increase portions on others and offer more sales.




Tony Spring, Macy's chief executive, described consumers as "under pressure, discerning, very choiceful," in an earnings call in May. Gap, the struggling apparel retailer, said in its most recent earnings call that it was taking a "measured view of the consumer environment."



Retailers that sell big-ticket items like electronics and furniture have also noted more consumer reluctance. Big Lots said in June that a shortfall in its sales goals was "due largely to a continued pullback in consumer spending by our core customers, particularly in high-ticket discretionary items." Williams-Sonoma, a higher-end retailer that owns Pottery Barn, said consumers were buying fewer large furniture pieces, while sales of textiles and easy decorating updates were still healthy.



Even higher-income consumers, who have generally been less affected by high interest rates, appear to be making some adjustments.



Walmart has repeatedly said higher-income shoppers started spending with it during the height of inflation and now hopes to retain them with a revamped private-label food line that includes gluten-free crackers and coconut-lime sparkling water. (Executives also still take pains to emphasize that 70 percent of the products in that line are priced under $5.)



"Life is about balance, and retail is about balance," Doug McMillon, Walmart's chief executive, told reporters in June. "We're not letting go of one thing to try and reach for something else."



A clearer picture from retailers will emerge in the coming weeks, when many, including Walmart, Target and Macy's, report their most recent quarterly earnings. Analysts will be looking for signs of further belt-tightening among shoppers.



Even airlines, which enjoyed a postpandemic surge in travel, are bracing for a decline in demand beyond the typical fall lull, though they have indicated they are experiencing little pullback.



The Federal Reserve, which 
held its benchmark interest rate at 5.3 percent
 last week, is widely expected to begin cutting interest rates at its meeting in mid-September, which could begin to provide some relief to consumers.



Still, there is fear that 
the weak July jobs data reported on Friday
 could herald deeper consumer restraint in the months to come.



While the uptick in the unemployment rate was largely driven by more workers entering the work force, and not by employees losing their jobs, there are more potentially worrisome signs for consumers below the surface. The number of people working part time who would have preferred full-time employment increased, while the number of hours worked per week ticked down slightly, both signs that workers are taking home less pay.



Should that trend continue, it could set off a damaging economic cycle whose impact would be more widespread, economists say.



"The key risk at the moment is that firms begin to pull back on hiring and that we see that translate into job loss," said Michael Pearce, the deputy chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics. That could precipitate more restricted consumer spending, which could in turn lead to revenue declines that could drive companies to cut jobs.



"It's this self-fulfilling process," he said.



Niraj Chokshi
, 
Danielle Kaye
 and 
Karen Weise
 contributed reporting.
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Heat Raises Fears of 'Demise' for Great Barrier Reef Within a Generation



A new study found that temperatures in the Coral Sea have reached their highest levels in at least four centuries.




A marine biologist inspected bleached coral near Lizard Island on the Great Barrier Reef this year.




By Catrin Einhorn


Aug 07, 2024


This generation will probably see the demise of the Great Barrier Reef unless humanity acts with far more urgency to rein in climate change, according to scientists in Australia who released new research on heat in the surrounding ocean.



The Great Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef system in the world and is often called the largest living structure on Earth. The study, 
published on Wednesday in the journal Nature
, found that recent extreme temperatures in the Coral Sea are at their highest in at least 400 years, as far back as their analysis could reach.



It included modeling that showed what has been driving those extremes: Greenhouse gas emissions caused by humans burning fossil fuels and destroying natural places that store carbon, like forests.



"The heat extremes are occurring too often for those corals to effectively adapt and evolve," said Ben Henley, a paleoclimatologist at the University of Melbourne and an author of the new study. "If we don't divert from our current course, our generation will likely witness the demise of one of Earth's great natural wonders, the Great Barrier Reef."



The study's scientific prose put it this way: "The existential threat to the Great Barrier Reef ecosystem from anthropogenic climate change is now realized."



Tanya Plibersek, Australia's environment minister, said in a statement that the government understood its responsibility to act on climate change and safeguard the reef. She pointed to a recent law that calls for a 43 percent reduction of emissions by 2030 and to $1.2 billion in measures to protect the reef.



All coral reefs are in danger from global warming, scientists say. Too much heat causes coral to bleach, meaning they lose the symbiotic algae they need to survive. If conditions don't improve quickly enough, the coral die.



The new research comes as the world's reefs are in the grips of the most widespread bleaching event on record. From January 2023 to this August, 74 percent of the ocean's reef area has experienced bleaching-level heat stress, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Coral Reef Watch. The previous record, which occurred between 2014 and 2017, was 65.7 percent.



Coral reefs support an estimated quarter of marine species, protect coasts from storms and underpin activities like fishing and tourism. Their economic value has been estimated at 
$2.7 trillion a year
. 



Dr. Henley recalled snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef as a boy with his father. "You can't even take in the diversity," he said. "It's a kaleidoscope of color, it's absolutely spectacular."




Bleached corals near Heron Island at the southern end of the Great Barrier Reef. Experts are split over how helpful selective breeding efforts might be.




When the Great Barrier Reef experienced back-to-back bleaching in 2016 and 2017, Dr. Henley and colleagues wondered what kind of temperatures it had weathered before records were kept.



To look back as far as possible, they used data from samples of the oldest living corals measured, about 400 years old.



"It's like finding centenarians in humans, there's not that many of them," said Helen McGregor, a professor of paleoclimatology at the University of Wollongong and one of the study's authors.



Using the chemical signatures in those limestone cores, combined with historical records from ships, contemporary data sets and modeling, the team recreated four centuries of sea surface temperatures in the Coral Sea.



As they worked, mass bleaching kept hitting the Great Barrier Reef: In 
2020
, 
2022
, and then this year, 
when global ocean heat shattered records
. The researchers kept adding in the data.



"It's a stunningly important summary of the history of the world's largest reef system," said Stephen Palumbi, a professor of marine biology at Stanford University who led a committee on coral resilience for the National Academy of Sciences and was not involved with the study. "The paper lays out the danger that corals all around the world face from this heat."



But Dr. Palumbi also wondered if some hope was to be found in a temperature spike the authors identified during the 1700s, when the water appears to have been almost as warm as it is now. Could that mean certain corals in the Great Barrier Reef have survived similar circumstances in the past?



"Maybe these elders of the reef are better adapted to warmer water than the younglings born in 1920 or so," Dr. Palumbi said. If so, they would be the ones to target in helping to breed more heat-resistant corals.



There is a split among coral experts over how useful selective breeding and other assistance from humans can be in the face of climate change.



Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, an author of the study and a coral scientist who has been sounding alarms about the effects of climate change on reefs for decades, said he didn't think such attempts could work at scale, in part because of the astronomical expense.



Instead, he said, efforts should be focused on cutting greenhouse gas emissions to zero as quickly as possible, and to protecting the reefs that are faring better as the oceans heat.



"They become the spawning reefs, the ones that will recover things in the future," Dr. Hoegh-Guldberg said. "And that seems to be helpful in terms of the psychology of the situation. We can do something, but it's also practical."



Reefs will crash to very low levels but will come back in hundreds or thousands of years, Dr. Hoegh-Guldberg predicted.



As Dr. Henley, who snorkeled on the Great Barrier Reef with his father, reflected on the future, he thought of his two-year-old daughter.



"In her childhood years the reef is likely to see immense destruction," he said. But if global action can hold warming to the low end of global targets, "there's a reasonable chance that my daughter and her generation can still marvel at the reef in their lifetimes."
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The Olympic medals have come in a flurry for Ukraine in recent days: golds at the track and on the fencing piste, a silver in gymnastics, two other bronzes.



"It's a time to celebrate and think not about the war," Mykhailo Kokhan, 23, a member of Ukraine's national guard, said after winning a bronze in the men's hammer throw on Sunday.



The Paris Games have been a welcome respite for a country where at least one bakery sells pastries shaped like anti-tank obstacles and there is now deep uncertainty over the nation's sporting future.



Ukraine's 140 Olympians have shown remarkable perseverance since Russia's invasion in February 2022, preparing for the Paris Games either in other, safer nations, or at home to the grim soundtrack of air-raid alerts and missile attacks. Some high jumpers trained by flashlight during power outages. Another improvised his weight lifting by attaching car tires to a metal rod.



But no quick end to the war is evident. And once the Paris Games end on Sunday, Ukrainian officials will be left to try to repair and sustain the country's ravaged sports system as they look ahead to participating in the Winter and Summer Olympics, as well as other international competitions, over the next decade.



"It's hard to say a number, but we understand that Ukraine lost its next generation of athletes because many children left," Vadym Gutzeit, 52, the president of the Ukrainian Olympic Committee, said in an interview in June in Kyiv.



Roughly 
500 high-level current and former athletes
 and coaches have died in the fighting, according to Ukraine's sports ministry and Olympic committee. At least 518 stadiums and training centers have been damaged or destroyed. Tens of thousands -- or more -- young athletes of various levels have been displaced inside and outside Ukraine.




Weight lifting at Olympic Reserve Stadium in Dnipro.





A swimming class evacuates the pool during an air-raid alert.




The devastation has put severe pressure on the country's sports system, challenges that were evident on a Friday in late June during a visit to the prominent Dnipro Sports College in east-central Ukraine. By midafternoon, the teenage students had sought cover in the school's bomb shelter seven times because of air-raid alerts.



The alerts come so often in the 
beleaguered city
 that students who live full-time at the sports college -- essentially a teenage Olympic academy -- sleep in the sprawling shelter every night, seeking uninterrupted rest. They spend so much time there that the shelter has been upgraded with enhanced ventilation, the internet, television and school desks.



The students include Albina Musiienko, 16, one of four judo athletes who were injured slightly by flying glass in April when a missile -- possibly shot down by Ukraine's air defense system, according to the school's director -- hit the college. The explosion shattered school windows, blew out doors and effectively destroyed the facility's kitchen.



"It was scary but not unexpected," Musiienko said in a voice of weary teenage acceptance. "In our city, strikes happen often."



The sports school in Dnipro has developed 49 Olympians, including 
Yaroslava Mahuchikh
, who won the Olympic women's high-jump competition on Sunday, and Oksana Baiul, the 1994 Olympic women's figure skating champion. But so many top athletes have moved to other countries since the war began, the school has been forced to lower its entry standards, according to Oleh Derliuk, the academy's director.



"They have better conditions elsewhere, so they think they have better results," Mr. Derliuk said of the departed athletes. "It's safer."



Younger children use the Dnipro Sports College pool as much for therapy as for training. One mother said it helps to soothe her eight-year-old son, who screams during the night when he hears explosions. Another mother said her 10-year-old daughter gave up gymnastics because she lost confidence in the maneuvers at which she once excelled. She doesn't want to give up swimming, too, her mother, Lyudmila Pysarenko, said.



"Our psychologist says it relieves stress for her," Ms. Pysarenko said.




Albina Musiienko, right, was injured when a missile exploded near her school in April.





Outdoor boxing practice in Borodyanka, where the program is affiliated with a military unit.




About 1,300 youth sports facilities have been kept operating to some extent in Ukraine, according to the sports ministry. This includes the Lokomotyv pool in 
the battered city of Kharkiv
 in northeastern Ukraine.



Last fall and winter, the twins and artistic swimmers Maryna and Vladyslava Aleksiiva, 23, trained there for the Paris Olympics. The pool facility, which they shared with younger swimmers, often lacked heat and electricity. The blown-out windows were covered by boards, and swimmers sometimes had to flee to the bomb shelter in their dripping suits.



Visits in June to stadiums and training centers in towns outside of Kyiv made it clear that anything resembling a normal sporting culture no longer exists in Ukraine.



At the Stadium of Champions in Irpin, a leafy suburb that served as a last line of defense for Kyiv early in the fighting, 12 craters, apparently from mortar fire, still blacken the artificial turf. "We're used to them and avoid them," Kyrylo Koliada, 17, said as he trained alone on the field. Official games had not been played on it since Irpin was first destroyed and then liberated. "Some of my friends left for Poland and western Ukraine and never came back," he said.



At Jubilee Stadium in 
Bucha
, a town that became synonymous with Russian atrocities, the grass soccer field had been resodded but the large scoreboard remained scarred, along with many seats and the stadium walls.



Officials said that the war will have to end before Bucha and other cities can begin rebuilding their sports fields and courts, particularly because the country first will need schools, hospitals and factories.



On the grass behind one goal at the stadium, Olha Konopatska, 23, gave her brother, Nazar, 11, his first tennis lesson, using an advertising banner as a makeshift net.



"There is only one set of courts and they are private and expensive," said Ms. Konopatska, a cardiology intern.




Makxim Davydenko, a student at Borodyanka Children Sports School.





The high jumper Iryna Gerashchenko gave three young fans a hug after winning her event in the national championship meet. She won a bronze in Paris on Sunday.




At the Boreks sports complex in Borodyanka, a town northwest of Kyiv where some buildings remain hollowed out, boxers aged 14 and 15 trained in an outdoor ring. They belong to a youth program affiliated with a Ukrainian Army unit, the 
Third Separate Assault Brigade.



Three or four times a week, the teenagers meet after school for activities like boxing, wrestling and first-aid lessons. Because adult soldiers from the brigade are protecting the country, the youth boxing coach is only 15 himself. Asked why the boxers trained outdoors, the coach, who would identify himself only as Donbas, his cadet call sign, said, "There is no place indoors in Borodyanka."



Elite coaches are in short supply even in some Olympic-level sports. Ukraine's top instructor of female shot-putters, Yuri Revenko, is 80. He said he has needed 18 surgeries and medical treatments to help improve his vision and hearing after being trapped in basements for more than a month in 
Mariupol
, in southeastern Ukraine, during a Russian siege as the war began. His story was confirmed by numerous people, including another coach he credits with saving his life.



He now instructs Olha Golodna, 32, a two-time Olympian, from a wheelchair in Brovary, a suburb of Kyiv, 
where a Russian tank column was ambushed and halted early in the war
.



Mr. Revenko, whose youngest son was killed in 2022 while trying to flee that Russian assault, said he stayed on the job for a simple reason: "Because it keeps me alive."








Anastasia Kuznietsova contributed research.
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30 Months After Their Games Ended, U.S. Figure Skaters Get Golds



In a ceremony in Paris, the American team received the medals they won after the Russian team, featuring Kamila Valieva, was disqualified.




The members of the U.S. figure skating team with their gold medals from the 2022 Olympics.




By Andrew Keh


Aug 07, 2024


A few weeks ago, Vincent Zhou took an unusual request to his boss at the financial services company in New York where he was working in a summer internship: Could he finish a week or so early? There was an Olympic gold medal in France he needed to go pick up.



Fast-forward to Wednesday night in Paris, where Zhou and the other members of the 2022 United States figure skating team found themselves at a boisterous outdoor ceremony accepting gold medals for the team competition at the Beijing Winter Games.



It was all a bit surreal, he said.



"In the tunnel before going out, I was looking at the audience thinking, like, 'What are they going to think?'" said Zhou, who is also a student at Brown University. "'Why are these winter athletes coming out at the Summer Olympics?'"



The skaters' journey to Paris began in February 2022, when they finished second, behind the Russian team, in the team competition. The next day, the scheduled medal ceremony was called off after the Russian star Kamila Valieva, then 15, was found to have tested positive for a banned substance before the Games.



That kicked off 30 months of uncertainty -- of investigations, of endless appeals, of lives moving forward -- that came to a close only last month, when a court in Switzerland cleared the skaters to receive their medals at the Paris Games.



The skaters on Wednesday emerged to cheers from a crowd of thousands. The sun was shining. The Eiffel Tower gleamed before them. It was, they all thought, a very summery scene.



Nathan Chen
, who also won a gold medal in Beijing in the men's singles event, joked that it was the warmest medal ceremony he had ever attended.



"The other ones were always freezing, we'd have hand warmers in our pockets," Chen said, laughing. "Here we're, like, sweating."



There was a silver lining to all the waiting, to all this absurdity. The Beijing Olympics were held behind closed doors, behind barbed-wire fencing, during the still-heightened fears brought by the Covid-19 pandemic. Athletes wore masks over their mouths. Their families were not allowed to travel with them to the Games.



This summer, in Paris, the figure skaters had their championship moment, finally, and they could do it with their families and friends in the stands.



"We got what we wanted," said Alexa Knierim, a pairs skater, "and I couldn't be happier."




The pairs skaters Brandon Frazier and Alexa Knierim, along with their teammates.
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NASA Says Boeing Starliner Astronauts May Fly Home on SpaceX in 2025



The agency had insisted for a couple of months that it was confident that Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore would return on Starliner.




A long exposure of the Boeing Starliner spacecraft docked with the International Space Station on July 3 as it soared over western China.




By Kenneth Chang


Aug 07, 2024


For weeks, NASA has downplayed problems experienced by Starliner, a Boeing spacecraft that took two astronauts to the International Space Station in June.



But on Wednesday, NASA officials admitted that the issues might be more serious than first thought and that the astronauts might not return on the Boeing vehicle, after all.



The agency is exploring a backup option for the astronauts, Suni Wiliams and Butch Wilmore, to instead hitch a ride back to Earth on a spacecraft built by Boeing's competitor SpaceX.



The astronauts' stay in orbit, which was to be as short as eight days, could be extended into next year.



"We could take either path," Ken Bowersox, NASA's associate administrator for the space operations mission directorate, said during a news conference on Wednesday. "And reasonable people could pick either path."



The announcement adds more headaches and embarrassment for Boeing, an aerospace giant that has billions of dollars of aerospace contracts with the federal government and builds commercial jets that fly all around the world.



In addition to the woes faced by the company's civil aviation division after 
part of a 737 jet's fuselage
 blew off during flight in January, Boeing announced on Aug. 1 that it was writing off $125 million of unplanned costs spent on the Starliner program, adding to $1.5 billion of earlier write-offs.



NASA and Boeing officials had maintained that the crew members who launched with Starliner on its first crewed test flight were not stranded in space. Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore have spent two months aboard the orbital outpost while engineers continue to analyze data about the faulty performance of several of the Starliner's thrusters when it approached for docking, as well as several helium leaks.



NASA typically sends a contingent of four astronauts to the space station every six months to replace an earlier crew of astronauts who then return to Earth.




A satellite image shows the International Space Station docked with the Boeing Starliner spacecraft on June 7.




Under the contingency plan, the next SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule would travel to the space station with only two astronauts instead of four. Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore would then join as full-fledged members of the space station crew for a half-year stay and return on the Crew Dragon around next February.



"In the last few weeks, we have decided to make sure we have that capability there, as our community, I would say, got more and more uncomfortable," said Steve Stich, the manager of the commercial crew program at NASA.



Mr. Stich said that no decision had been made but that one would have to be made by the middle of this month.



That Crew Dragon launch has been pushed back to no earlier than Sept. 24 to allow more time for NASA officials to contemplate what to do with Starliner. The launch had been scheduled for Aug. 18.



On Wednesday, a Boeing spokesman said in a statement: "We still believe in Starliner's capability and its flight rationale. If NASA decides to change the mission, we will take the actions necessary to configure Starliner for an uncrewed return."



During earlier news conferences, Mr. Stich and Mark Nappi, who runs the Starliner program at Boeing, portrayed the delays as prudent engineering measures.



Mr. Stich also downplayed the possibility that the astronauts would not return on Starliner. On July 10, in response to a question about whether NASA was looking at using Crew Dragon as a backup, Mr. Stich said, "Certainly we've dusted off a few of those things to look at relative to Starliner, just to be prepared."



But he added that Starliner remained the "prime option."



In the background, NASA had already started working on the backup plan. "We started in early July, doing some early planning with SpaceX for some of these contingencies," Mr. Stich said on Wednesday. "Then as we got closer and a little bit more data, we started to put a few more things in place."



A turning point was the ground testing of a similar thruster at NASA's test facility in White Sands, N.M. 



The thruster showed noticeable degradation after the tests. "A bit of a surprise to us," Mr. Stich said. "And so that, I would say, upped the level of discomfort."



A buildup of heat appears to have caused Teflon seals in the thruster to bulge and constrict the flow of propellant.



Another test, briefly firing the thrusters on the Starliner in orbit, went smoothly. Indeed, even the ones that had previously lost significant thrust performed close to normal.



That, however, was perplexing, as engineers could not immediately understand how Teflon seals would revert to their original shape, leading them to wonder whether they had missed another issue with the faulty thrusters.



"We can't totally prove with certainty what we're seeing on orbit is exactly what's been replicated on the ground," Mr. Stich said. "People really want to understand the physics of what's going on."



That spurred NASA to work more diligently on the backup plan. 



That includes identifying Crew Dragon spacesuits that would fit Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore and making preparations so that the Crew Dragon could launch with fewer passengers. (The empty seats would carry ballast to replace the weight of the astronauts.)



Mr. Stich declined to say which two astronauts currently slated to fly on that mission, known as Crew-9, would lose their ride to orbit.



If NASA decides to go with the backup plan, Starliner would still return to Earth in early September, but without anyone aboard. That would free up a docking port on the space station for the astronauts on the next Crew Dragon. Then a Crew Dragon currently docked at the space station would return with four astronauts ending their stay at the space station.



With the delay of the next mission to the space station, the next people headed to orbit could be four private astronauts led by the entrepreneur Jared Isaacman, no earlier than Aug. 26. Their mission, named Polaris Dawn, is to take Mr. Isaacman and a crew to an orbit that stretches 870 miles above the surface, the farthest anyone has been from Earth since NASA's Apollo moon missions more than five decades ago. Two members of the crew may also attempt the 
first commercial spacewalk
.



Starliner is not the only spacecraft to experience problems en route to the space station this summer. Cygnus, a Northrop Grumman cargo spacecraft, launched on Sunday. But an engine burn to push it on a trajectory to meet up with the space station was canceled because of low pressure in the propulsion system. After analyzing the readings, Northrop Grumman engineers concluded the pressure was adequate and rescheduled the engine burns. Cygnus arrived at the space station early Tuesday at the originally scheduled time.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/science/boeing-starliner-nasa-spacex.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




5 Ways Hawaii Is Trying to Prevent the Next Deadly Fire



When a fire devastated the island of Maui a year ago, officials said they would make fire safety and preparedness improvements. But progress is slow and costly.




A Lahaina resident standing where her apartment used to be, in the disaster area of the fire that destroyed the town.




By Mike Baker and Nicholas Bogel-Burroughs


Aug 07, 2024


A year ago, the deadliest American wildfire in more than a century took 102 lives on the Hawaii island of Maui, leaving the historic town of Lahaina in ashes and spurring a series of investigations into what could have done to better prepare for such a disaster.



Since then, laws have been passed, emergency agencies have implemented new policies, and residents and officials have grappled with how to rebuild the town.



But some of the more important steps that might help get ready for -- or prevent -- the next catastrophe have not happened, in part because there are lingering questions about how to pay for them.



The result is that, a year after the disaster, the island remains worryingly vulnerable to the wildfires that climate scientists say are an increasing threat, even in places like Hawaii.



Aina Kohler, a firefighter whose house was destroyed in the Lahaina blaze, moved to another home on Maui's West Side and has taken time away from her firefighting job for much of the last year.



While she understands that only so much can be done in a year, Ms. Kohler said, she and other residents feel the government has not done enough to make the island safer. 



She said she still wonders whether her family would be able to evacuate in time if another fast-moving fire swept through. She also worries about the amount of dry grass on the island, the power lines and the limited evacuation routes.



Every time the wind picks up, Ms. Kohler said, she and her family fear another blaze.



"The kids feel it, we feel it," she said. "And we just have to talk ourselves down, like, 'You're going to be fine.' But in reality, we don't know that we're going to be fine."



Here is a closer look at some of the changes that officials hope to put into place:



1. New firefighting investments



Firefighters were overwhelmed by the fast-moving inferno that swept through Lahaina, plagued by delays in equipping crews and getting them into the field. As the blaze rushed toward the town, they encountered fire hydrants that had 
begun to run dry
.




Firefighters spraying water on hot spots in a gulch near a residential neighborhood.




In a lengthy 
report
 issued by the Western Fire Chiefs Association 
in April
, the industry group noted that the Maui Fire Department had not called up a sufficient number of firefighters despite warnings from the National Weather Service about conditions that were ripe for fires. The group also noted that the number of firefighters employed by the department in the last few decades has risen at a slower rate than the number of calls the department receives.



The department has planned a series of improvements, including standardizing what is kept in each firefighting vehicle, to avoid the delays that occurred last August when firefighters had to spend time gathering equipment for their vehicles.



The review also suggested that the department should consider allowing retired firefighters to help during major fires and provide more training to current firefighters, as well as strengthen its collaborations with other emergency and aid groups.



The state has allocated funds for a new fire marshal, ending Hawaii's run as the only state without such a position.



2. Cutting back wildfire-prone grasslands



Lahaina's fire started in parched grasses and shrubs next to residential neighborhoods. But along the slopes above those areas, the grasses are now back, appearing much as they did before the fire.



Nonnative grasses, which occupy nearly a quarter of Hawaii's landmass and have flourished on former plantation lands, have been 
a particular concern for years
. In the aftermath of the Lahaina fire, grass mowing has been expanded in risky areas, and lawmakers have set aside money to better manage vegetation. But with some one million acres of wildfire-prone grass and shrub lands across the state, the efforts to control the risk are just getting started.



"There is a ton of work," said Clay Trauernicht, a University of Hawaii researcher focused on wildfire and ecosystems. "It's still, to a large extent, piecemeal."



Along with near-term efforts to mow grasslands and establish firebreaks, Mr. Trauernicht says there are longer-term strategies to pursue. He would like to see lawmakers embrace livestock grazing to control grasses. Other areas could be turned into cropland.



And there is more work to be done to replace nonnative grasslands with vegetation that can slow the spread of fire.



3. Costly plans for electrical grid



On the day the fire swept through Lahaina, some of the first flames emerged below a broken electrical wire on a hillside above town.




Hawaiian Telecom workers rewiring telephone cables.




The local utility, Hawaiian Electric, has since changed how it manages its electrical grid in storms, including shutting off power in high-risk areas when conditions are particularly hazardous.



It has also invested millions of dollars into safety programs. These include new artificial-intelligence cameras that can monitor for early signs of fire, dozens of new weather stations, more aggressive management of trees near power lines and exploring ways to bury more power lines.



But there are some downsides. The electrical system is now designed to be more sensitive to faults or disruptions, shutting down more frequently and for longer, until someone can physically examine the lines. Jim Kelly, a spokesman for Hawaiian Electric, said customers "are definitely feeling that change."



And a lot of the upgrades come with substantial costs. Mr. Kelly said the company was trying to pursue the improvements without major rate hikes. That has included looking for federal funding and new financing options. But if those don't come through, he said, the safety measures may take longer to implement.



4. A fresh look at evacuation strategies



On the day of the fire, the evacuation effort was chaotic and confusing. A logjam of cars formed on Front Street as the fire rapidly approached, forcing people to eventually abandon their cars as the fire approached, and jump into the water.



The evacuation procedures quickly became one of the most criticized parts of the government's response. Officials said then that the fire had moved with stunning speed toward the town and that they chose not to activate a siren system because they worried that people would think a tsunami was coming and flee inland, toward the fire.




A building and cars destroyed by the fire in Lahaina.




Since then, officials have announced plans to open additional evacuation routes to help Lahaina residents escape in the event of a disaster.



A report released in February by the Maui Police Department also said that officers needed better ways to communicate with each other. It recommended a dedicated phone line to provide information during emergencies.



At the time of the report, however, the police said they had not yet made progress on establishing that phone line, and the department did not respond to inquiries about whether it had made progress since then. The head of the Maui emergency management agency 
resigned shortly after the fire
, and the county 
hired a new director
 in January.



5. Climate impact fees



One of Gov. Josh Green's goals has been to get lawmakers to approve a climate impact fee to be paid by visitors to the islands that would help fund measures to protect against wildfires and other disasters. He said the money could be used to help create more firebreaks and install more fire-resistant roofs. The governor has also called for situating firefighting resources in wildfire-prone areas to add more overall firefighting capacity, including helicopters to drop water on fires.



This year, legislators declined to approve the climate fund idea, but Mr. Green said in an interview that he was not giving up.



In a world with a changing climate and a larger number of devastating natural disasters, he said, a climate fund will be a crucial part of preparedness.



"I expect that to be my signature ask next year," he said.



Shawn Hubler
 contributed reporting.
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Tax Revenues From New York City Office Buildings Rise, Despite Vacancies



The assessed market value of the city's buildings is still growing, according to a report from the state comptroller, leading to a modest increase in tax revenue.




Office buildings in the Hudson Yards development in Manhattan accounted for much of the recent growth in value for the sector in New York City.




By Matthew Haag


Aug 07, 2024


Even as office buildings in Manhattan struggle with vacancy rates hovering just below 25 percent, the assessed market value of New York City office buildings has continued to rise, fueling a slight increase in city tax revenue, according to a new state comptroller report.



The buildings' value has rebounded from the sharp decline that immediately followed the arrival of the coronavirus pandemic, which disrupted corporate work culture and led many companies to reduce their office footprints. Now, the overall value of the city's towers has climbed to $204.8 billion, up from $202.3 billion in July 2020.



The optimistic outlook is in sharp contrast to the reality for a swath of New York City office real estate, which continues to see buildings sold at steep discounts, some going for half of what the previous owners paid.



The comptroller's analysis focuses on the market value of buildings as assessed by the city's Department of Finance for property-tax purposes and 
does not necessarily reflect the value of the buildings if they were sold
. For instance, the city had assessed a market value of $295 million for a 23-story office tower at 135 West 50th Street in Midtown Manhattan, 
but it sold last week for just $8.5 million
.



Based on the assessed value, the buildings will pay $7.6 billion in property taxes to the city over the next fiscal year, compared with $5.8 billion in taxes collected during the 2020 fiscal year. The $7.6 billion accounts for about one-fifth of all the property taxes the city is expected to collect during the 2025 fiscal year, according to the report, which was obtained by The New York Times. Property taxes are the largest revenue source for the city, helping fund critical services like those provided by the Police, Fire and Sanitation Departments.



The comptroller's report largely paints a bullish and resilient portrait of New York City's office market, the largest in the world. The findings underscore the essential role of the city's office towers, as well as the employees who work in them, in driving its economy and funding its government.



Four years after the pandemic emptied out office buildings, the report concludes, they have been battered but have so far 
avoided the widespread nosedive in values
 that some had feared.



The broader office sector has benefited from long office leases that have yet to expire and continued growth in office sector jobs. There are more than 1.5 million jobs in New York City offices, 
according to the comptroller's office
, about the same as just before the pandemic and up from 1.3 million in spring 2020.



"The value of office buildings in New York City is tied to demand for space that comes from new and expanding businesses hiring workers," Thomas DiNapoli, the New York State comptroller, said in a statement.



Yet, office buildings have appreciated in value at a far slower clip than in the years leading up to the pandemic, the report found. If the prepandemic rate had continued into this decade, the city would have collected an additional $6.2 billion in property taxes between the 2022 and 2025 fiscal years.



The report also stresses that the sector remains fragile and is dealing with significant challenges, including decreased demand for space as more employees work in hybrid roles and the highest percentage of vacant space in decades.



Across Manhattan, 23.6 percent of all office space is vacant, up from 11 percent before the pandemic, according to Cushman & Wakefield, a real estate firm.



"People were expecting them to fail and clearly that's not the case," said Rahul Jain, a New York State deputy comptroller, referring to the city's office buildings. "Going forward, we are optimistic, but I would be a little bit more careful."



Mr. Jain said that valuations and property-tax revenue could decline if companies cut office sector jobs, further reduce their office footprints or a recession emerges.



While market values increased as a whole, they did not rise evenly across neighborhoods. Two-thirds of the overall growth from the 2020 to 2025 fiscal years occurred in one area: 
Hudson Yards, the new neighborhood of skyscrapers
 on the West Side that has attracted major corporations from other parts of Manhattan.



Property values in Hudson Yards rose by $6 billion over that time, according to the report. But in Midtown East, they fell by about 10 percent during that period.



Office building values also rose in neighborhoods that lie outside of major commercial districts and have older towers. Taxable values, which are used to calculate the property taxes that are owed, jumped by 46 percent in Downtown Brooklyn and by nearly 24 percent in Union Square, the report said.



Mr. Jain said those increases were driven by demand for space from smaller firms that had found good deals.
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Niki's Early Music Makes Her Cringe. Her Emotional Pop Is Growing Up.



The musician, 25, has paired raw honesty with synth-pop and R&B. On her third album, "Buzz," she moves toward West Coast folk-rock and explores fresh heartbreak.




"I'm from Jakarta and somehow I've made it all the way here," Niki said. "Sometimes it is just mind-boggling how this is the story I get to tell."




By Jon Pareles


Aug 06, 2024


Niki -- the Indonesian pop songwriter Nicole Zefanya -- was 11 years old when she saw a Taylor Swift documentary that changed her life. "That memory is just a core memory of mine," she said.



Swift's 2010 "
E! True Hollywood Story
" pointed Niki toward the kind of career she could have herself, one that now encompasses songs that have been streamed hundreds of millions of times and concerts that turn into fervent singalongs. Her third full-length album, "Buzz," will be released Friday, followed by a world tour that comes to Central Park SummerStage on Sept. 13.



"I'm from Jakarta and somehow I've made it all the way here," Niki said via video from her Los Angeles apartment. "Sometimes it is just mind-boggling how this is the story I get to tell."



Niki, 25, casual in a pale-gray sweatshirt with blond streaks in her dark hair, was speaking from a room that held electric and acoustic guitars, ring lights for video shoots, a high-quality vocal microphone and a stolid upright piano. One of its creaky pedals is heard on "Paths," a gracious, low-fi post-breakup song on "Buzz" that muses, "Though it didn't last, I hope our paths cross again."



There's now an entire songwriting generation of Swift disciples -- among them Olivia Rodrigo, Clairo, Sabrina Carpenter and Gracie Abrams -- who have learned to conjoin self-expression, craftsmanship, ambition and diligence while navigating studios, stages and social media. What these musical progeny have in common -- even those from half a world away -- are both an artistic spark and a firm work ethic.




Many of the songs on "Buzz" are about turning endings into new beginnings.




Niki started piano lessons at 5, and was a precocious solo singer at the Christian church her family attended; later, she led the chapel band. "Music was always familiar to me, it was always there," she recalled. "I was always the baby that got dragged up onstage to sing the final thing before everybody left for Sunday lunch."



The Swift documentary showed the young Nicole Zefanya that music could be both an emotional outlet and a profession. "I saw that she wrote songs for a living," Niki said. "So I said one day to my mom, 'Hey, can I get a guitar?'" She immediately starting writing her first song, "which really was just me discovering how to rhyme words."



"After that, I could never shut up," she added. "I feel bad for my mom to this day, just having to sit through all of the inner workings of my mind, like, 'Oh, that's very good, honey.'"



Zefanya was 15 when she won an online contest to open a Swift concert in Jakarta. In her dressing area before the show, Niki said, "I just see this slender arm poke through the curtain and just peel it back, and she goes, 'Hi, I'm Taylor, nice to meet you.' And I just froze, like, oh my gosh, I'm seeing Taylor Swift in the flesh. I remember not being able to say anything to her." (They 
took a picture
.)



Soon afterward, Zefanya -- like countless musical teenagers in the 2010s -- started her own YouTube channel, nzee24, singing 
covers
 and unveiling her own songs. English was her favorite subject at school, and she delighted in polysyllabic rhymes. Unlike many YouTube bedroom pop creators, she didn't just strum and sing -- she assembled 
multitrack productions
.



Niki continues to produce or co-produce all of her songs. "She's a great producer," 
Ethan Gruska
, who co-produced many of the songs on "Buzz," said in a video interview from his Los Angeles studio. "My job usually, with her, is to take things that are well thought out and sounding really great and scale up. It's almost like color correcting."



Zefanya accepted a scholarship to Lipscomb University, a Christian school in Nashville, knowing the city is a music-business hub. During her freshman year, a song that she wrote and uploaded to YouTube at 16, 
"Little Souls,"
 caught the ear of the Indonesian rapper Rich Brian.



"I cringe whenever I hear that song," Niki said. "It was too long. It had no coherent structure. And for some reason people really enjoyed it. I think it was the genuine honesty."



Brian brought her music to 88rising, an American label and management company that cultivates Asian and Asian American songwriters performing English-language pop. When she signed with the company, she dropped out of college and moved to Los Angeles to record as Niki. She took down her YouTube channel, and her early singles for 88rising positioned her as a pop-R&B songwriter, backed by electronics and 
eager for romance
. One single, 
"Lowkey,"
 has racked up more than 468 million plays on Spotify. Her 2020 debut album, "Moonchild," had more somber ambitions, with 
moody synthesized tracks
 and high-flown metaphors.



In the isolation of the early pandemic, Niki reconsidered her teenage songs and decided -- glancing toward Swift remaking her early albums -- that some were worth reclaiming. In her bedroom she had sung, plainly but gracefully, about 
high-school insecurities and heartaches.




"I cringe whenever I hear that song," Niki said of "Little Souls." "It was too long. It had no coherent structure. And for some reason people really enjoyed it. I think it was the genuine honesty."




For her 2022 album, "Nicole," she reworked some of her YouTube songs and wrote new ones in their spirit. The songs resonated worldwide; 
"Backburner,"
 
"High School in Jakarta,"
 
"Oceans & Engines
" and "Take a Chance With Me" have each been streamed more than 100 million times. But Niki's perspective was changing.



"'Nicole' is unapologetically just so saccharine," she said. "When you're 18, you think, 'This breakup is cataclysmic,' you know? I'm 25 now, and I was 17 then, and my frontal lobe is developing as we speak. I would hope I'm a lot more reasonable nowadays."



Some songs on "Buzz" deal with a more recent breakup. Niki sings about a relationship that ended after "four full laps around the sun" in the intricately syncopated "
Blue Moon."
 In a chugging rocker named "Colossal Loss," she vows to play "the blame game" and adds, "I'm happy to report that petty feels pretty awesome." Niki reproaches, "Did You Like Her in the Morning?" in a delicate waltz.



"She's very calm, very levelheaded," Gruska said. "It's cool to see that somebody who is so even can access the tempest of emotions in an artistic way."



The sound of the new album downplays electronics in favor of hand-played instruments -- guitars, drums, piano -- as Niki looks back to West Coast music from before she was born: Fleetwood Mac, Sheryl Crow, Joni Mitchell. For Niki, Mitchell's "Both Sides Now" is "the best song ever written." The dualities of that song echo through "Buzz," as Niki seeks balance.



Many of the songs on "Buzz" are about turning endings into new beginnings. The album opens with its title track, a catalog of hopeful moments: "It's the anticipation when the amps turn on/Just cables and crackle," Niki sings. A prerelease single, 
"Too Much of a Good Thing,"
 sets a casual flirtation to a strutting bass line: "I get the feeling that this feeling isn't one meant to last anyway/So what do you say?" And in 
"Tsunami,"
 Niki sings about an overwhelming, elemental infatuation.



If American pop is a musical language that has conquered the world, Niki still finds her Indonesian roots within it, and has delighted in playing to audiences of Asians and Asian Americans who have thanked her for representing them. "Take Care" is one of the songs on "Buzz" that she produced and played entirely on her own. It's about a couple going separate ways; Niki sings, "You take someone's clothes off/And someone takes me home."



She came up with a bass line on her guitar, topped by chords that she played by strumming a paintbrush across an acoustic guitar, the essence of subtlety. After finishing the song, she realized that her vocal melody uses a scale from Indonesian gamelan music: 
pelog
, a set of seven notes usually played on gongs.



"As I was writing it, I didn't even think twice about it. It was just like, 'This feels like the melody that I want in there,'" Niki said. "It just flows out of me."
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How Far Will a Reader Go to Hear Songs Inspired by Books?



In search of a connection between two worlds -- one beloved, one baffling -- a bibliophile made a musical pilgrimage.








By Elisabeth Egan


Aug 06, 2024


Halfway through the first show of their summer tour, the Bookshop Band introduced a song written for the launch of "Underland," Robert Macfarlane's epic tome exploring the mysteries of the subterranean world.



"It's about this sense of something much bigger than we are," Beth Porter told the audience at Rheged, an arts center in Penrith, just outside the Lake District in northern England. "Our place in history is very tiny, really, but it's also important."



Two minutes later, as if to emphasize this point, the power went out with a soft thud. The crowd gasped, myself included. Five emergency bulbs illuminated Porter, her husband Ben Please and their menagerie of string instruments on the small stage. The pair glanced at one another across a pool of yellow light -- a quick meeting of eyeballs.



Porter kept singing. Please kept strumming his guitar. The show went on, electrified by applause.



It had been a long day. The journey from London had taken almost seven hours, significantly more time than when I first mapped the route from my desk in New Jersey. The driving was, shall we say, harrowing.



I'm not a music aficionado or even much of a fan, so it was unlike me to go to such great lengths for a concert. I grew up in the Garden State without pledging allegiance to Bruce or Bon Jovi. I went to college in Vermont in the 90s and never went to a Phish show. These days, I listen to Beethoven's Piano Concerto No. 5, sometimes up to 15 times in a row, mostly as background noise while I work.



Blasphemous? Yes. But I've long wondered whether the part of my brain that should be devoted to music has been overtaken by books. Describe a plot and I can name the novel it comes from. Mention a title and I can tell you who wrote it. Somehow I've parlayed this parlor trick into a career at the Book Review, yet I'm still envious of people whose musical taste isn't calcified, as mine is, around the original 
Lilith era
 (10,000 Maniacs, Indigo Girls, Shawn Colvin). Who can snap or clap to a beat. Who feel music in their bones, the way I feel words.



So when a colleague 
told me about the Bookshop Band
, a duo that performs music inspired by books, I jumped at the chance to see them. The band's 14th album, "Emerge, Return" was about to drop, but my interest, I'll admit, had more to do with adding variety to my personal soundtrack. If there's one band that might sing directly to me, the Bookshop Band would be it.



"Ben and Beth are the only people doing what they're doing," Pete Townshend said.



Yes, 
that Pete Townshend
, guitarist and singer for The Who, who produced "Emerge, Return" and plays on every track.



"They read a book, get a general impression of it and come up with a series of lyrics which don't necessarily reflect back onto the book," he said. "It's like criticism turned into poetic music."




"What we've struggled with a bit is where we sit, genre-wise," Beth Porter said. "It's storytelling in a different way."




The Bookshop Band has been around since 2010. They started as a trio, when Please corralled Porter, whom he'd just met, and another friend, Poppy Mosse, to write songs for author events at Mr. B's Emporium Bookshop in Bath. Audiences responded enthusiastically to their haunting, occasionally playful folk sound, as did writers who were passing through town -- 
Paula McLain
, 
China Mieville
 and 
Andrey Kurkov
, just to name a few.



Philip Pullman
 heard the band in Oxford at the launch event for his book, "
La Belle Sauvage
," and pronounced them "very agreeable." He said, "It was nice to have people who knew what they were doing."



By the time the band recorded their fourth album on a shoestring budget, Porter and Please were a couple; eventually they had an amicable parting of ways with Mosse. They moved to 
Wigtown
, the unofficial literary capitol of Scotland, and gained a following at bookstores. They started touring. When their older daughter was born, they brought her along. They gathered steam during a swing through the U.S., and then the pandemic hit. The pair made ends meet by writing music for a movie and giving online concerts.



For about a decade, Porter and Please were the musical equivalent of self-published authors. They didn't have a producer or record in a studio. If, say, they were cat-sitting in a church for a week, they'd take advantage of the acoustics and "lay down a few tracks." Distribution was word of mouth.



Then, in 2018, thanks to a mutual friend, Porter and Please found themselves staying outside of London at a guest cottage owned by Pete Townshend. They left a stack of their CDs as a thank you gift.



Townshend popped in the CDs while he was driving. He kept driving. He kept listening.



"I loved it all. I still love it," he said in an interview. "I love everything they do."



Townshend receives his fair share of music from hopefuls, but the Bookshop Band struck a chord. He is, after all, a former bookstore owner and an author himself. He emailed Porter and Please, inviting them to stay at his place if they ever needed lodging while on tour. A flurry of messages resulted in plans for a return visit and an agreement -- originally proposed by Please in semi-jest -- that Townshend would produce an album that the band would record in his studio.



"When we started to work, it was quite clear that all of the songs they had were very complete," Townshend said. "I could have stuck a stereo mic up and just recorded them, but we decided to try to present them in such a way that they had some finesse, some gloss and a few touches. Ben kept nagging me: If I said, 'Hey, this needs a bass guitar,' he'd say, 'Why don't you play it?' If it was percussion: 'Why don't you play?'"



Townshend relented, happily. He got on the organ. He "joined in with the choir," as he put it, contributing to every song on the album.



His involvement might account for the band's ambitious schedule, which includes several months of back-to-back engagements at festivals, bookstores and libraries across the United Kingdom. The list of 50 events is printed on souvenir tea towels featuring cover art designed by Stanley Donwood, who also works with Radiohead. (Previous cover art was homegrown.)



Please said, "You do your thing, you do what you can do, and then sometimes someone else does something that you know is going to have a huge impact and it's out of your control."




"It was quite nice," Please said of the power outage during the Bookshop Band's show at Rheged. "Suddenly we could see the audience. We could have a little more connection."




On the Friday after the summer solstice, a bookish crowd gathered under Rheged's grassy roof. It was hard to tell who was there for Jackie Morris -- a ridiculously talented illustrator whose work was on display -- and who was there for the band. The first half of the show was a collaboration, with Morris reading her book, "The Unwinding" while her ethereal paintings of foxes, fish and vast expanses of snow appeared on a screen to the tune of the band's music.



The instant Porter's bow made its initial sweep across the neck of her cello, I remembered something Townshend said during our surprisingly wide-ranging and philosophical chat. "The present is not as important as it's pumped up to be," Townshend told me. "What's important is our helicopter shot of our own existence."



Porter's voice is liquid and bottomless, and Please matched her every note, providing harmony and accompaniment with the intricate, effortless choreography of a partner accustomed to navigating small spaces in the dark. In graceful unison, they swapped cello for violin and guitar for ukulele. They shared the rhythm of people who have traveled a great distance together, weaving stories along the way.



The separation between stage and audience eroded during the first half of the show, then crumbled completely the instant the power went out. In its absence, I saw what I came for, if only fleetingly: the bridge between books and music, paved with words. It was well worth the miles and roundabouts I traveled to get there.



After the show, the band circulated the ledger where they collect reading recommendations from listeners, then packed up its gear.



Porter, Please and their opinionated groupies -- ages 7 and 2 -- were about to hit the road for two months. Their tour bus: A used gray Citroen Dispatch purchased with the help of second mortgage. They'd requested child care and lodging at each venue, but weren't certain of the particulars and didn't seem terribly concerned.



"We've built a bed in the back of the car. We've got a tent for the roof," Please said. "Who knows how we'll be sleeping, but we've got options."
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Ukraine Launches Rare Cross-Border Ground Assault Into Russia, Kremlin Says



Troops and armored fighting vehicles crossed into Russia's western Kursk region on Tuesday, according to Moscow and independent analysts. Ukrainian officials have not commented.




A photo made available by the acting governor of Russia's Kursk region of a destroyed house on Tuesday after what the local authorities said was a Ukrainian cross-border attack. 




By Constant Meheut


Aug 07, 2024


Ukraine has launched a surprise ground assault into Russia with troops and armored vehicles, Russian officials and independent military analysts said on Wednesday, in what could be one of the largest Ukrainian incursions onto Russian soil in more than two years of war.



The assault, which began on Tuesday into the Kursk region of western Russia, appeared to have resulted in heavy fighting, according to images from the battlefield verified by independent 
military
 
analysts
 and Russian statements. It was unclear whether the clashes continued on Wednesday morning, although local Russian officials reported Ukrainian shelling overnight.



Videos verified by The New York Times 
showed armored vehicles being struck several miles inside Russia
, and Moscow said it had rushed troops and fighter jets to respond. 
Russia's defense ministry
 said the attack had been repulsed, but pro-Kremlin military bloggers said Ukrainian forces had captured several settlements near the border.



The various reports could not be independently verified, and the Ukrainian authorities have not commented on the assault. Two spokesmen for the Ukrainian army did not immediately respond to requests for comment.



This is not the first time that Ukraine has staged ground attacks across the border into Russia. But while 
previous assaults
 were carried out by armed groups of Russian exiles backed by Kyiv's army, the attack on Tuesday appeared to have directly involved Ukrainian troops, according to Pasi Paroinen of the 
Black Bird Group
, which analyzes footage from the battlefield.



Mr. Paroinen said that a few hundred Ukrainian troops, supported by armored vehicles, had crossed the border.



Military analysts said the attack could be an attempt to divert Russian units from the front lines, thus relieving the pressure on Ukrainian troops 
struggling to contain Russian advances
. But they added that Russia's Army had ample reserves of troops to commit to the fight and that the attack risked further stretching Ukraine's already outnumbered troops.



"Operationally and strategically, this attack makes absolutely zero sense," Mr. Paroinen said. "This seems like a gross waste of men and resources badly needed elsewhere."



Russia's defense ministry said that up to 300 Ukrainian troops from Ukraine's 22nd Mechanized Brigade, backed by some 30 tanks and armored fighting vehicles, had attacked border units in the Kursk region around 8 a.m. on Tuesday. Mr. Paroinen reported "multiple sightings" of Stryker armored fighting vehicles, which the United States 
sent to Ukraine last year
.



Rybar, a prominent Russian military blogger, 
said on Wednesday
 that Ukrainian troops had tried to cross the border at different points near the Russian village of Nikolayevo-Darino and the town of Sudzha. He said that Ukraine had captured Nikolayevo-Darino as well as two other settlements and that Russian troops were "almost completely surrounded" in the village of Oleshnya, near Sudzha.



Ukrainian shelling in the area of the assault 
killed five civilians and wounded 24 others
, according to the Russian state news agency TASS. 
Alexei Smirnov
, the acting governor of the Kursk region, said thousands of residents had evacuated the area of the fighting, most of them by their own means.



Although Ukrainian officials have not officially commented on the attack, Andriy Kovalenko, a senior official focused on Russian disinformation operations, appeared to acknowledge it, 
writing on Telegram
 that "Russian soldiers are lying about the controllability of the situation in the Kursk region. Russia does not control the border."



Ukrainian shelling and bombings have targeted Russia's border regions of Belgorod, Bryansk and Kursk, but cross-border attacks have been rare. The first such attacks reported 
took place in May of last year
, carried out by anti-Kremlin Russian fighters aligned with Ukraine. 
A similar ground attack took place this March
.



On both occasions, the attacks were seen as an attempt to unnerve the Russian public and undermine President Vladimir V. Putin's efforts to insulate them from the war.



But Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, 
wrote on social media
 that those attacks "had little effect on the fighting" in Ukraine and "did not have serious domestic political ramifications for Putin."



He and other military experts said that if the aim of this week's attack was to draw Russian troops away from other parts of the front, it had little chance of succeeding.



"Russia already has greater forces/conventional capabilities in the area, better command and control, and it has conscript units that can be deployed, which are not used in Ukraine," Mr. Lee said. "It is unlikely this operation will force Russia to pull significant forces from Ukraine."



Sanjana Varghese
 contributed reporting from London.
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Taylor Swift's Vienna Concerts Are Canceled After Terror Plot Arrests



Three shows were called off after Austrian officials arrested two men and accused them of plotting a terrorist attack, and said that one had been focused on her upcoming stadium concerts.




Taylor Swift's Eras Tour began its major European leg this summer after becoming a cultural phenomenon and financial juggernaut in the United States last year. 




By Julia Jacobs


Aug 07, 2024


Taylor Swift's Eras Tour has been canceled in Austria after officials announced the arrest of two men whom they accused of plotting a terrorist attack in Vienna, with one of them focusing on several stadium shows the singer had planned for this week.



An Austrian concert promoter, Barracuda Music, announced the cancellation of the three shows 
in a post on Instagram
. Nearly 200,000 people had been expected to attend the Vienna concerts, which were to start on Thursday.



"We have no choice but to cancel the three scheduled shows for everyone's safety," the Instagram post said.



Officials in Austria said at a news conference on Wednesday that two men had been arrested and accused of plotting a terrorist attack. One of them, a 19-year-old Austrian citizen, had recently pledged allegiance to the Islamic State online and had focused on the Eras Tour as a potential target, said Franz Ruf, an Austrian public security official.



Law enforcement carried out a raid at the man's home in Ternitz, a town south of Vienna, and found chemical substances, Mr. Ruf said, noting that officials sent a bomb squad to the home.



The other man was arrested in Vienna.



"Both suspects had become radicalized on the internet and had taken concrete preparatory actions for a terrorist attack," said a news release from the Austrian interior department.



Law enforcement had been planning to increase security at the concerts, which had been planned for the Ernst Happel Stadium, with the band Paramore scheduled as an opener. Gerhard Purstl, the president of the Vienna State Police, said that about 65,000 people had been expected to attend each concert, with more than 15,000 other fans expected to gather around the stadium.



"The concrete threat, as you've heard, has been minimized, but there remains an abstract increased threat," Mr. Purstl said.



The Eras Tour began its major European leg this summer after becoming a cultural phenomenon and financial juggernaut in the United States last year.



The singer's fandom became a 
target for a violent attack
 in England last week, when three children died in a knife attack in Southport during a Swift-themed dance class. A 17-year-old boy was arrested in connection with the attack.



The next tour dates are scheduled for next week at Wembley Stadium in England.



Ainara Tiefenthaler
 contributed reporting.
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Elon Musk Clashes With Keir Starmer Over Riots in Britain



Over the past few days, the billionaire has posted incendiary comments about violent protests on the social media platform he controls, drawing the ire of the prime minister.




A police car was set on fire in Sunderland, England, on Friday. Violent protests have continued to break out across the country.




By Eshe Nelson


Aug 07, 2024


As he tries to quell violent outbreaks across Britain, Prime Minister Keir Starmer is also embroiled in a war of words with Elon Musk, the tech billionaire and owner of the social media platform X.



Over the past few days, Mr. Musk has posted incendiary comments and shared memes and videos about 
the riots in Britain
 to his more than 193 million followers on X. Violence has flared in towns across the country over the past week amid 
widespread misinformation
 after a 
deadly stabbing attack
 in Southport, England, last week, in which three girls died at a dance class.



"Civil war is inevitable," Mr. Musk posted on X on Sunday in response to a video that showed small fires in the streets, fireworks being set off and rioters confronting the police.



A spokesperson for Mr. Starmer said there was 
"no justification" for Mr. Musk's comments
. Since then, Mr. Musk has continued to post comments directed at the prime minister.



"Why aren't all communities protected in Britain? @Keir_Starmer," Mr. Musk posted on Tuesday. He added "#TwoTierKeir," a reference to the far-right claim that there is a policy of two-tier policing in which far-right groups are policed more heavily than others. (A government minister on Wednesday 
rejected those accusations
.)



On Tuesday, Mr. Musk 
replied
 to a post on X that said "Britain is turning into the Soviet Union," adding, "Seriously."



The comments fit a wider effort by 
Mr. Musk to influence politics
 in several countries, including the United States, Italy and 
Venezuela
, and at times sow discontent. Mr. Musk has become a loud critic of immigration policies in particular. He has become popular among far-right figures and has helped expand some of their platforms by reinstating the accounts of people previously banned on Twitter, as X was known before Mr. Musk bought it, including 
Tommy Robinson
, an anti-Islam agitator who founded the English Defense League.



On Monday, Mr. Starmer posted on X, "We will not tolerate attacks on mosques or on Muslim communities," after holding an emergency response meeting to the violent disorder over the weekend. Mr. Musk, replied to the video, "Shouldn't you be concerned about attacks on *all* communities?"



Some British lawmakers have said they would 
consider calling Mr. Musk in front of a parliamentary committee
 to answer questions about X's role in the violence. After the stabbing, misinformation quickly spread online claiming the attacker was an asylum seeker from Syria and arrived in Britain illegally by boat. Despite police and government officials pushing back against false claims and the decision to 
release the name of the 17-year-old suspect
 in the attack, who was born in Wales, violence has still taken place, fueled by online comments.



Britain passed 
a sweeping online safety law
 last year, but like other countries, it has struggled to effectively hold social media companies to account for misinformation and other inflammatory content on their platforms. European Union laws require platforms to have robust content moderation, but tech companies' internal policies and enforcement are patchy.



In the past week, rioters started fires at hotels that were housing asylum seekers, 
looted stores
 and targeted immigrant-owned businesses. More than 400 arrests have been made. On Wednesday, the police were preparing for possible riots amid reports that more than 30 gatherings had been planned.



Mr. Starmer has previously called out social media platforms for their role in fomenting violence and warned the executives of the companies, without naming any, that crimes committed online will also be subject to legal action.



"Let me also say to large social media companies and those who run them: Violent disorder, clearly whipped up online, that is also a crime, it's happening on your premises, and the law must be upheld everywhere," Mr. Starmer said in a 
televised speech
 last week.



Adam Satariano
 contributed reporting.
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If a car can embody the age that created it, the Tesla Cybertruck is, fittingly, a culture war on wheels.



When Elon Musk, the chief executive of Tesla, 
unveiled it
 at a presentation in Los Angeles five years ago, he seemed to know this hulking wedge of stainless steel would be polarizing.



"It's not going to be for everyone," he said at the time.



Since the electric behemoth started rolling off the Tesla factory floor last November, its hard-edged geometric form has indeed proved to be a love-it-or-hate-it proposition. And more than any other Tesla, the Cybertruck seems to represent Mr. Musk himself -- an extremely online attention seeker loved by some and loathed by others.



Lately it has become a sport among the vehicle's detractors to spot Cybertruck owners parking improperly and driving aggressively -- and to generalize about the type of people who would identify themselves with such a conspicuous machine.



A microgenre of online videos has also sprung up, showing Cybertrucks immobilized by sand, water and snow. The posts are often accompanied by commentary laden with Schadenfreude.



In May, a news site in Nantucket, Mass., got in on the act, 
shaming a Cybertruck driver
 for encroaching on a crosswalk on the affluent island and getting stuck while doing some off-roading on a beach.



The scrutiny has left some Cybertruck owners feeling a little embattled. "At first, I didn't care -- but now it's starting to get annoying," one driver wrote in a Cybertruck drivers' forum in a thread titled "Cybertruck brings the haters."



Richard Zhang, a Cybertruck owner from Pittsburgh, said the vast majority of the interactions he has about his truck have been positive. But the negative ones are really, really negative.



"They are so filled with rage that they have lost all sense of human decency and respect," Mr. Zhang, 30, said of the critics he has encountered.



Drew Magary, a writer for the San Francisco news site SFGate, recently took a Cybertruck out for a spin and hammered home some stereotypes about the vehicle's fans in a 
satirical column
.



"I fit the customer profile for one to a T," Mr. Magary wrote. "I am tall. I am white. I am loud. I don't really have many friends where I live. Most important, I desperately want people to think I'm cool."



Consumers have long expressed their personalities and lifestyles through their cars -- think of the midlife crisis Corvette. But for many years there has not been an automobile -- or any consumer product, really -- that has provoked such strong reactions, that has carried so much loaded cultural meaning.



It all starts with Mr. Musk.




Mr. Musk, the chief executive of Tesla, introduced the Cybertruck in November 2019. During a demo to demonstrate the vehicle's durability, Mr. Musk was surprised when small metal balls cracked its windows.




The years of the Cybertruck's development roughly tracked the public transformation of the SpaceX boss. Once a Silicon Valley darling celebrated for his commitments to clean energy and space exploration, Mr. Musk has become the combative owner of X, formerly Twitter, and an enthusiastic 
supporter of former President Donald J. Trump
.



Some see Mr. Musk as a swaggering champion of free speech and a technological pioneer who has turned some innovative notions into riches; others see him as a self-interested, conspiracy-mongering multibillionaire.



Mr. Musk's public image hasn't entirely eclipsed the Tesla brand. David Tracy, the editor in chief of the car culture website The Autopian, said the company's other offerings still exist apart -- to a certain extent -- from the man himself.



"They're logical," Mr. Tracy, an automotive engineer, said of the rest of the Tesla lineup, sleek, electric sedans that largely blend in with other vehicles on the road. "They are aerodynamic, they are efficient, they make sense from a usability standpoint. You can convince yourself anybody would have developed this car."



Still, Mr. Musk's politics may be 
repelling some potential Tesla buyers
, contributing to a recent slump in sales. Perhaps that makes the drivers of Cybertrucks stick out even more. And in a culture obsessed with the political implications of consumer decisions, it's probably inevitable that owning a Cybertruck reads as an endorsement of Mr. Musk and his ideas.



"The Cybertruck is very hard to separate from Elon Musk, because it's not really logical," Mr. Tracy said.



Not really logical: The Cybertruck doesn't resemble any other cars on the market, where design tends to be iterative. And achieving its singular look required significant trade-offs in build quality, visibility and maneuverability, Mr. Tracy argued in his review. (In April, Tesla announced it would 
recall nearly 4,000 Cybertrucks
 to fix an accelerator that can get stuck.)



Mr. Tracy's guardedly positive assessment drew such a volume of angry comments from Cybertruck haters that he quickly wrote a follow-up headlined "Reviewing The Tesla Cybertruck Is Totally Pointless."



The visual references for the Cybertruck don't come from contemporary car design. Instead, according to an 
internal Tesla mood board
 shared by Walter Isaacson, Mr. Musk's biographer, the Cybertruck was inspired by the dystopian science fiction of the 1980s and 1990 -- movies, anime and role-playing games that are holy texts of the geek imagination.



In these dark worlds, where corporations reign over a teeming and violent urban underclass, cars often function as armored weapons. (The Tesla mood board also featured images of tanks and fighter jets.) Mr. Musk has long boasted of the Cybertruck's bulletproof exterior; and on the day of its unveiling, Franz von Holzhausen, Tesla's chief designer, hit the door with a sledgehammer, leaving no dent. (A small metal ball thrown by Mr. von Holzhausen, however, did 
crack a window
.)



For members of an elite tech set preoccupied with problems of urban life in the Bay Area and elsewhere, it's hard not to see the Cybertruck as a dream car -- or a car in which they can navigate their nightmares.



Indeed, the vehicle's fortresslike appearance and hefty price tag (it starts at around $80,000) seem to tap into contemporary anxieties around social disorder, according to Michael Rock, the founding partner of the brand consultancy 2x4.



"It's the embodiment of the culture of fear right now," Mr. Rock said. "Why do you need a bulletproof car in the Hamptons? There's a mentality to it. You've built this huge thing around you, and it's all about this invading horde out there, and you're in this bulletproof container."



Mr. Rock compared the Cybertruck to the Hummer H2, another imposing automobile whose success critics linked to a frightened national mood. A 
New York Times review
 of the Hummer published in 2003, shortly after the United States invaded Iraq, called it "a unilateral personal statement in sync with a unilateral foreign policy."



As Mr. Musk well knows, provoking a strong public reaction can be a savvy marketing strategy. And here, the Cybertruck is driving the same expressway as other eccentric cars before it. In 2000, Chrysler released the PT Cruiser, a retro hatchback wagon that called back to the gangster mobiles of the 1930s. It regularly tops lists of the ugliest cars ever made, but it was a hit with consumers.



"We had people who hated it and loved it," said Clotaire Rapaille, an anthropologist and marketing consultant whose research for Chrysler on consumer psychology influenced the design of the PT Cruiser. "And that was enough to create a market. You don't need everyone to love you. You just need enough people to love you to make it a big success."



Dr. Rapaille said he admired the Cybertruck for attempting to stand out in a world of generic cars, but that he found its appearance alienating.



"This is a weapon," he said. "Metal, angles, sharp: It's like a blade. And so it's definitely macho. It's not round, there are no curves. I wonder if I'll ever see a nice lady driving this kind of car."




A robust online community discusses modifications to the Cybertruck, including painting it different colors and wrapping it in custom designs.




Women, however, own Cybertrucks, too. In an email, Dr. Helen Raynham, a dermatologist in Massachusetts, said that she had reserved her Cybertruck more than four years ago and had put a custom license plate on her new vehicle: "GRLBOS." She added that she surrounded the plate with diamonds.



Talk to owners like Ms. Raynham, and they will report that, despite a smattering of middle fingers and passing guffaws, most people who stop to gawk at their trucks are friendly and supportive.



In particular, owners say, the Cybertruck elicits delight from children. Jonathan Widjaja, a 30-year-old lawyer in Santa Monica, Calif., parked his car in Venice over the Fourth of July weekend and watched reactions to it in Sentry mode, a feature that allows owners to remotely monitor their Cybertrucks.



"Kids were hugging it and kissing it," he said. "The car is definitely a celebrity."



To the legions of passers-by who owners say want to touch their Cybertrucks, sit on their Cybertrucks, and take selfies with their Cybertrucks, the vehicle isn't a political or cultural flashpoint. Instead it's something rarer: A genuinely novel piece of mass design.



In some circles, the vehicle's unique appearance has made it into a coveted status symbol and an object of considerable fascination. Celebrities like Kim Kardashian and Serena Williams have both been spotted in Cybertrucks. On YouTube, there is a robust, seemingly nonpartisan culture around modifying Cybertrucks and testing out their unusual features.



Indeed, so much attention has been paid to the right-wing tech connotations of the Cybertruck that it's easy to forget that the thing is still a 6,000-pound electric vehicle -- a kind of car once associated with coastal liberals.



Dwayne Sinclair, a 58-year-old systems engineer and Cybertruck owner from Redondo Beach, Calif., as well as a self-described leftist who dislikes Mr. Musk's politics, said that none of the negative reactions he had gotten about his new truck had come from people he imagines are liberals.



Instead, he said, he has gotten flipped off a few times by men driving past in lifted diesel trucks -- like the Ford F-150, which has long been the most popular vehicle in the United States.



Recently, Mr. Sinclair was at a Tesla charging station, when he heard the rumble of an engine.



"A guy in his big, super-heavy diesel truck drove up and as he was driving past he started laughing," Mr. Sinclair said. "It was weird. You'll get someone just break out, uncontrollably laughing."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/22/style/elon-musk-tesla-cybertruck.html
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Disney's Parks Struggle, Exposing a New Trouble Spot



Companywide profit increased, the result of hit movies and streaming growth. But Disney said softening theme park demand "could impact the next few quarters."




Last year, Disney Experiences, a division that includes theme parks and cruise ships, contributed 70 percent of the company's operating profit.




By Brooks Barnes


Aug 07, 2024


In Disney's seemingly never-ending game of corporate Whac-a-Mole, a new trouble spot has arisen: Americans -- battered by years of high inflation -- have less money to spend on amusement, imperiling growth at Disney theme parks.



On Wednesday, Disney reported weaker-than-expected theme park results for the three months that ended on June 29. Revenue increased 2 percent from a year earlier, to $8.4 billion, while operating profit declined 3 percent, to $2.2 billion. Disney blamed a "moderation of consumer demand" that "exceeded our previous expectations," along with higher costs. Disney said softening demand "could impact the next few quarters."



"The lower-income consumer is feeling a bit of stress, and the higher-income consumer is traveling internationally a bit more," Hugh F. Johnston, Disney's chief financial officer, said on a conference call with analysts.



Theme parks have taken on much greater financial importance at Disney over the past decade. They have been the A.T.M.s that have paid for Disney's costly expansion into streaming and picked up the slack for the company's atrophying cable television business. Last year, Disney Experiences, a division that includes theme parks and cruise ships, contributed 70 percent of the Walt Disney Company's operating profit, up from about 30 percent a decade ago.



Robert A. Iger, Disney's chief executive, has called theme parks and cruise ships "a key growth engine." Last year, Disney said it would spend roughly 
$60 billion
 over the next decade to expand its parks and to continue building Disney Cruise Line, double the amount of the previous decade. Josh D'Amaro, chairman of Disney Experiences, is expected to unveil an array of specific expansion projects on Saturday at a fan convention in Anaheim, Calif.



But there are reasons to worry that the U.S. economy could be headed toward a 
recession
. In addition, the global postpandemic surge in travel is largely over. Citing a "normalization" of demand, Comcast said last month that quarterly revenue at its Universal theme parks had fallen 11 percent, while pretax earnings plunged 24 percent.



"The level of discounting we are seeing at Universal, and to a lesser extent Disney, is increasingly worrisome," Rich Greenfield, a founder of the LightShed Partners research firm, wrote in a client note on Wednesday.



Mr. Iger has been trying to move Disney beyond a tumultuous period when activist investors sought to alter the company's direction. One activist, Nelson Peltz, mounted a proxy contest for board seats and harshly criticized Disney's streaming strategy, succession planning and lagging stock price. Disney fended off the attacks, but its share price has fallen more than 25 percent since early April.



On Wednesday, Disney shares declined 3 percent in early trading, to about $87.50.



"If Disney doesn't manage to reverse this negative trend, the specter of an activist rebellion will rear its head again," Paul Verna, a media analyst at Emarketer, a research firm, said in an email last week.



The remainder of Disney's quarter was solid. Companywide revenue increased 4 percent from a year earlier, to $23.2 billion, slightly above Wall Street expectations. Adjusted per-share income increased 35 percent, to $1.39, beating expectations by 20 cents. Disney lifted its full-year target for adjusted earnings growth to 30 percent. Disney previously told investors to expect 25 percent.



Movies provided some of the quarterly upside. "Inside Out 2," released in June, took in $1.6 billion worldwide and reversed a slump at Disney-owned Pixar. "Kingdom of the Planet of the Apes," from Disney's 20th Century Studios, was a hit in May, collecting nearly $400 million. (After the quarter ended, Disney released "
Deadpool & Wolverine
" to record-breaking ticket sales.)



A turnaround at Disney's movie studio came in the nick of time, with results "more than offsetting" the slowdown at theme parks, Mr. Johnston said. Disney has several likely megahits headed to theaters in the six months ahead, including "Moana 2," "
Mufasa: The Lion King
," and "Captain America: Brave New World."



ESPN delivered a 4 percent increase in operating income, to $1.1 billion, with most of the growth coming from overseas. Ad sales for ESPN's domestic cable channels rose 17 percent, but higher costs, among other factors, limited the rise in domestic operating income to 1 percent.



Disney also benefited from improved streaming results. Together, Disney's three services (Disney+, Hulu and ESPN+) generated $47 million in operating income, compared with a loss of $512 million a year earlier. It was the first time that Disney's direct-to-consumer division as a whole turned a profit. Disney previously said it would not achieve that goal until later this year.



Disney+ ended the quarter with 153.8 million subscribers worldwide, an increase of 200,000 from the previous quarter.



As it has strained to make streaming profitable, Disney has introduced a series of price increases, with more on the way.



Starting on Oct. 17, the ad-free version of Disney+ will cost $16 a month, up from $14, the company said on Tuesday. (An ad-supported version of Disney+ will cost $10, also an increase of $2.) Next month, Disney+ will introduce "continuous playlists," or constantly running channels that mimic the traditional television experience.



Disney also announced price increases for Hulu subscriptions.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/business/media/disney-earnings-parks.html
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Will A.I. Kill Meaningless Jobs?



And is that so bad?








By Emma Goldberg


Aug 03, 2024


When Brad Wang started his first job in the tech industry, right after college, he marveled at the way Silicon Valley had turned the drudgery of the workplace into a sumptuousness of game rooms, nap pods and leafy hiking trails. This is what it must have felt like to be a guest showing up for a party at Jay Gatsby's house, Mr. Wang thought.



But under the glitz was a kind of hollowness. He hopped from one software engineering role to another, toiling on some projects that he felt were meaningless. At Google, he worked for 15 months on an initiative that higher-ups decided to keep pursuing even though they knew it would never launch. He then spent more than a year at Facebook on a product whose primary customer at one point described it to the engineers as unhelpful.



Over time, the pointlessness of his work began to incense Mr. Wang: "It's like baking a pie that's going right into the trash can."



There is a long tradition in the corporate world of clocking in only to wonder: What's the point? During the pandemic, tens of thousands of people joined the subreddit page r/antiwork to share quips about rejecting drudge work and, in most cases, all work. In the 1990s, "Office Space" parodied the grind of corporate life, 
making famous the sentiment
: "It's not that I'm lazy, it's that I just don't care." Long before that, Herman Melville's "Bartleby, the Scrivener" followed a law clerk -- the original quiet quitter -- who responds to every one of his boss's demands by saying "I would prefer not to," until he is put under arrest, and, eventually, dies.



The corporate office and its paperwork have a way of turning even ostensibly good jobs -- the kind that provide decent salaries and benefits and take place behind ergonomic keyboards in climate-controlled comfort -- into soul-sucking drudgery.



In 2013, the now deceased radical anthropologist, David Graeber, gave the world a distinct way to think about this problem in an essay called "
On the Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.
" This anticapitalist polemic by the man who had helped coin Occupy Wall Street's iconic "99 percent" slogan went viral, seemingly speaking to a widely felt 21st Century frustration. Mr. Graeber developed it into a book that delved deeper on the subject.



He suggested that the economist John Maynard Keynes's dream of a 15-hour workweek had never come to pass because humans have invented millions of jobs so useless that even the people doing them can't justify their existence. A quarter of the work force in rich countries sees their jobs as potentially pointless, according to a study by the Dutch economists Robert Dur and Max van Lent. If workers find the labor dispiriting, and the work adds nothing to society, what's the argument for keeping these jobs?




According to David Graeber, whether or not a job is meaningless is decided by the worker. 




The stakes of that question have heightened as artificial intelligence hurtles forward, bringing with it the specter of job displacement. A recent estimate by 
Goldman Sachs
 found that generative A.I. could eventually automate activities that amount to the equivalent of some 300 million full-time jobs globally -- many of these in office roles like administrators and middle managers.



When imagining a future where technology replaces human effort, we tend to think in two extremes: as a productivity boon for businesses and a disaster for the humans who will become obsolete.



There is a possibility that lies somewhere between these scenarios, however, in which A.I. kills off some jobs that workers themselves deem meaningless, and even find psychologically degrading. If it did, would these workers be better off?



Flunkies, goons and box tickers



The way researchers talk about A.I. can sometimes sound like a human resources manager evaluating the bushy-tailed summer intern: shows tremendous promise! It is evident that A.I. can do quite a lot -- mimicking Shakespeare, debugging code; sending emails, reading emails -- though it's not at all clear how far it will go, or what consequences that will bring.



Robots are adept at pattern recognition, which means they excel at applying the same solution to a problem over and over: churning out copy, reviewing legal documents, translating between languages. When humans do something ad nauseam, their eyes might glaze over, they slip up; chatbots don't experience ennui.



These tasks tend to overlap with some of those discussed in Mr. Graeber's book. He identified categories of useless work including "flunkies," who are paid to make rich and important people look more rich and important; "goons," who are hired into positions that exist only because competitor companies created similar roles; and "box tickers," which are, admittedly, subjective. Some economists, trying to make the designation more useful, have sharpened it: jobs that workers themselves find useless, and which produce work that could evaporate tomorrow with no real effect on the world.



An obvious candidate for "flunky" automation is the executive assistant. IBM already allows users to build their own 
A.I. assistants
. On Gmail, writers no longer have to compose their own responses, because auto reply generates choices like "yes, that works for me." A.I. is even promising to take over personal logistics: The A.I. startup Duckbill uses a combination of A.I. and human assistants to knock out rote to-do-list items entirely, from returning purchases to buying a child's birthday present -- chores that might have once been shunted to front-desk girls in the "Mad Men" era.



In other words, when it comes to administrative work, A.I. has already arrived. That reality crashed down on Kelly Eden, 45, a writer who has for years financially supplemented her magazine writing with administrative work like drafting emails for business people. One of Ms. Eden's most reliable clients owned a chocolate company and paid her 50 cents a word to draft his emails. This year, the chocolatier called to say he would start using ChatGPT instead. Ms. Eden was hit with the painful realization that she needed a backup plan for the work supporting her most fulfilling pursuits.



Telemarketing, another area that A.I. is overtaking, qualifies as a "goon" job in Mr. Graeber's assessment, because workers often sell products that they know customers don't really want or need. Chatbots are good at this because they don't care if the task is fulfilling, or if customers are surly. Call centers like AT&T's are already using A.I. to script calls with customer service representatives, which has made some of those representatives feel as if they are 
training their own replacements
.



Software engineering jobs can veer into "box ticking" territory. That was what Mr. Wang felt when he wrote lines of code that didn't go live. As far as he could tell, the only function this work served was to help his bosses get promoted. He is keenly aware that much of this work could be automated.



But whether or not these jobs provide a sense of existential purpose, they do provide reliable salaries. Many of the meaningless jobs that A.I. could overtake have traditionally opened up these white-collar fields to people who need opportunities and training, serving as accelerants for class mobility: paralegals, secretaries, assistants. Economists worry that when those jobs disappear, the ones that replace them will bring lower pay, fewer opportunities to professionally ascend and -- even less meaning.



"Even if we take Graeber's view of those jobs, we should be concerned about eliminating them," said Simon Johnson, an economist at M.I.T. "This is the hollowing out of the middle class."



A 'species-level identity crisis'



It's nearly impossible to imagine what the labor market will look like as A.I. improves and transforms our workplaces and our economy. But many workers booted from their meaningless jobs by A.I. could find new roles, ones that emerge through the process of automation. It's an old story: Technology has offset job losses with job creation throughout history. Horse drawn carriages were replaced by cars, which created jobs not just on auto assembly lines but also in car sales and gas stations. Personal computing eliminated some 
3.5 million
 jobs, and then created an enormous industry and spurred many others, none of which could have been fathomed a century ago, making clear just why Mr. Keynes's prediction in 1930 of 15-hour workweeks seems so far out of reach.



Kevin Kelly, a Wired co-founder who has written many books on technology, said he was somewhat optimistic about the effect A.I. would have on meaningless work. He said he believed that partly because workers might begin probing deeper questions about what made a good job.



Mr. Kelly has 
laid out a cycle
 of the psychology of job automation. Stage 1: "A robot/computer cannot possibly do what I do." Stage 3: "OK, it can do everything I do, except it needs me when it breaks down, which is often." Skip ahead to Stage 5: "Whew, that was a job that no human was meant to do, but what about me?" The worker finds a new and more invigorating pursuit, leading full circle to Stage 7: "I am so glad a robot cannot possibly do what I do."



It's demoralizing to realize that your job can be replaced by technology. It can bring the pointlessness into sharp relief. And it can also nudge people to ask what they want out of work and seek out new, more exhilarating pursuits.




Kevin Kelly believes that, ultimately, people end up in more meaningful jobs after their previous one was automated. 




"It might make certain things seem more meaningless than they were before," Mr. Kelly said. "What that drives people to do is keep questioning: 'Why am I here? What am I doing? What am I all about?'"



"Those are really difficult questions to answer, but also really important questions to ask," he added. "The species-level identity crisis that A.I. is promoting is a good thing."



Some scholars suggest that the crises prompted by automation could steer people toward more socially valuable work. The Dutch historian Rutger Bregman started a movement for "moral ambition" centered in the Netherlands. Groups of white-collar workers who feel that they are in meaningless jobs meet regularly to encourage one another to do something more worthwhile. (These are modeled on Sheryl Sandberg's "Lean In" circles.) There's also a fellowship for 24 morally ambitious people, paying them to switch into jobs specifically focused on fighting the tobacco industry or promoting sustainable meats.



"We don't start with the question of 'What is your passion?'" Mr. Bregman said of his moral ambition movement. "Gandalf didn't ask Frodo 'What's your passion?' He said, 'This is what needs to get done."



What will need to get done in the A.I era is likely to veer less toward sustainable meat and more toward oversight, at least in the immediate term. Automated jobs are especially likely to require "A.I. babysitters," according to David Autor, an M.I.T. labor economist focused on technology and jobs. Companies will hire humans to edit the work that A.I. makes, whether legal reviews or marketing copy, and to police A.I.'s propensity to "hallucinate." Some people will benefit, especially in jobs where there's a tidy division of labor -- A.I. handles projects that are easy and repetitive, while humans take on ones that are more complicated and variable. (Think radiology, where A.I. can interpret scans that fit into preset patterns, while humans need to tackle scans that don't resemble dozens that the machine has seen before.)



But in many other cases, humans will end up mindlessly skimming for errors in a mountain of content made by A.I. Would that help relieve a sense of pointlessness? Overseeing drudge work doesn't promise to be any better than doing it, or as Mr. Autor put it: "If A.I. does the work, and people babysit A.I., they'll be bored silly."



Some of the jobs most immediately at risk of being swallowed up by A.I. are those anchored in human empathy and connection, Mr. Autor said. That's because machines don't get worn out from feigning empathy. They can absorb endless customer abuse.



The new roles created for humans would be drained of that emotional difficulty -- but also drained of the attendant joy. The sociologist Allison Pugh studied the effects of technology on empathic professions like therapy or chaplaincy, and concluded that "
connective labor
" has been degraded by the slow rollout of technology. Grocery clerks, for example, find that as automated checkout systems come to their stores, they've lost out on meaningful conversations with customers -- which they understand managers don't prioritize -- and now are left mostly with customers exasperated about self checkout. That's partially why Ms. Pugh fears that new jobs created by A.I. will be even more meaningless than any we have today.



Even the techno-optimists like Mr. Kelly, though, argue that there's a certain inevitability to meaningless jobs. After all, meaninglessness, per Mr. Graeber's definition, is in the eye of the worker.



And even beyond the realm of Mr. Graeber's categories of pointless work, plenty of people have ambivalent relationships with their jobs. Give them enough hours and then years clocking in to do the same things, and they might start to feel frustrated: about being tiny cogs in big systems, about answering to orders that don't make sense, about monotony. Those aggrieved feelings could crop up even as they jump into new roles, while the robot cycles spin forward, taking over some human responsibilities while creating new tasks for those who babysit the robots.



Some people will look for new roles; others might organize their workplaces, trying to remake the parts of their jobs they find most aggravating, and finding meaning in lifting up their colleagues. Some will search for broader economic solutions to the problems with work. Mr. Graeber, for example, saw universal basic income as an answer; OpenAI's Sam Altman has also been a proponent of experiments with 
guaranteed income
.



In other words, A.I. magnifies and complicates the social issues entwined with labor but isn't a reset or cure-all -- and while technology will transform work, it can't displace people's complicated feelings toward it.



Mr. Wang says he certainly believes that will hold true in Silicon Valley. He predicts that automating pointless work will mean engineers get even more creative about seeking out their promotions. "These jobs exist on selling a vision," he said. "I fear this is one problem you can't automate."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/03/business/ai-replacing-jobs.html
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What's Behind All the Stock Market Drama?



Analysts and investors have many explanations, including worries about the health of the U.S. economy and shifts in the value of the Japanese yen.




Sometimes financial markets tell a straightforward story, but often it's more complicated.




By Joe Rennison and Danielle Kaye


Aug 07, 2024


The 
wild swings
 in markets recently are a case study in how seemingly distinct pillars around the globe are connected through the financial system -- and the domino effect that can follow if one of them falls.



Some of the turmoil in stocks reflected rising fear that the American labor market 
may be cracking
, and that the U.S. Federal Reserve may have 
waited too long to cut interest rates
.



But it's more complicated than that. This time around, there are also more technical reasons for the sell-off, analysts and investors say.



Factors like a slow buildup of risky bets, the sudden undoing of a popular way to fund such trades and diverging decisions by global policymakers are each playing a role. Some of these forces can be traced back years, while others emerged only recently.



Here are some of the key reasons for the swings.



A long stretch of low interest rates led investors to take more risks.



The buildup of risks in the financial system can partly be traced back to 2008, when the housing crisis prompted the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates aggressively and keep them low for years. That encouraged investors to seek returns from riskier bets, since borrowing was cheap and cash parked in safe assets like money market funds earned next to nothing.



Rates were also cut back to near zero in the early stages of the coronavirus pandemic, reviving these sorts of trades.



As the Fed began to raise rates rapidly in 2022, this dynamic shifted, putting the riskier bets under pressure as the returns on relatively safe investments became more attractive.



But not all countries raised interest rates at the same time. In Japan, where growth and inflation had long languished, the central bank kept its rates near zero, making it an outlier.



This made the yen very cheap relative to other currencies, and investors spotted an opportunity: Borrow money cheaply in Japan and put it toward higher-yielding investments elsewhere around the world.



Known as a carry trade, this investment strategy "was one of the darling trades among hedge funds and other investors," said Christian Salomone, the chief investment officer of Ballast Rock Private Wealth. Its undoing has also become a major factor in the recent market turmoil.




Many investors and analysts point to the turmoil in Japan as the catalyst for the recent global sell-off.




A stronger yen has prompted a 'punishing unwind' of popular trades.



When the Bank of Japan 
raised interest rates
 last week, for only the second time in nearly 20 years, the decision coincided with forecasts that the Fed was preparing to cut rates soon. This narrowed the gap between market rates in Japan and the United States, and the yen spiked.



A truly enormous amount of money has been borrowed in yen by investors outside Japan, with economists at the European bank ING estimating that these cross-border loans have increased by 
more than $700 billion
 since 2021. The sharp rise in the yen led to a "punishing unwind of carry trades," analysts at Goldman Sachs wrote in a research note on Tuesday.



The suddenly stronger yen also threatened to become a drag on corporate profits for Japanese firms, especially the big companies that rely on exports. That spooked investors in Japan's stock market, stoking fears that a stronger yen would spell the end of a more-than-yearlong rally. The three-day loss of more than 20 percent for Japanese stocks, through Monday, was the largest since 1950, according to Goldman.



Many investors and analysts point to the turmoil in Japan as the catalyst for the recent global sell-off, compounded later by investors' anxiety about the direction of the U.S. economy and other worries.



Investors are questioning their assumptions on how high some stocks could rise.



As yen-based carry trades began to unravel, pulling stock prices lower, some investors began to reassess whether the barnstorming rally in shares of big tech companies had gone too far.



Tech stocks propelled markets higher in the first half of this year, with almost two-thirds of the S&P 500's gain linked to a handful of stocks that became known as the "
Magnificent Seven
": Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Meta, Microsoft, Nvidia and Tesla.



But that dominance has left the market vulnerable to a shift in sentiment about these giants' ability to meet such high expectations. Investors 
are getting worried
 about when they will see a return on the huge amounts that these firms have committed to spend on artificial intelligence.



From its peak on July 16 through Monday's close of trading, the S&P 500 fell 8.5 percent, and more than half of that loss could be attributed to the Magnificent Seven, according to data from Howard Silverblatt at S&P Dow Jones Indices.



Some influential investors have also scaled back. Berkshire Hathaway, the conglomerate run by Warren E. Buffett, halved its multibillion-dollar stake in Apple last quarter, 
according to a weekend filing
.



Other arcane strategies, and thin trading volumes, make for volatile trading.



Some investors trying to make sense of the sharp moves in markets have also pointed to the role played by specialist derivatives traders who bet not on the direction of price movements but on the magnitude of volatility in those changes. Bets on low volatility, a winning strategy for much of the year as stocks marched steadily higher, came under pressure as the sell-off erupted. That may have forced further selling as investors tried to cover their losses.



A rise in volatility can also be a function of the calendar. Summer vacations result in lower trading volumes on Wall Street, so nudges up or down can have an outsize effect on market prices.



The "violent moves of recent days," Jim Reid, a strategist at Deutsche Bank, wrote in a note this week, were "massively exaggerated by illiquid August conditions."
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the new new world



In Xi's China, Politics Eventually Catches Up With Everyone



The author Peter Hessler posed a question with an elusive answer: How could Chinese society open up so profoundly while its politics stagnated or even regressed?




Peter Hessler, who has been writing about China for three decades, believes more than ever that the country's political system must fundamentally change.




By Li Yuan


Aug 02, 2024


In 1996, when Peter Hessler taught at a small college in Sichuan Province, 90 percent of his students came from villages. Mr. Hessler, 5 feet 9 inches, towered over them by about half a head. They often had just one outfit to wear: a blue suit jacket, or maybe a knockoff Chicago Bulls jersey. One student told him decades later that he could afford only one meal a day.



Mr. Hessler returned to China in 2019 to teach at 
Sichuan University-Pittsburgh Institute
. This time, all his nonfiction writing students came from cities, and some of the women in his class were even taller than him. A couple of students wore retro Air Jordans that cost hundreds of dollars.



The changes he observed reflected how, in a generation, China had transformed. The country's population flipped from 70 percent villagers to two-thirds city dwellers. Economic output per person rose twentyfold, according to the 
World Bank
. A 2020 
study
 in The Lancet, a medical journal, reported that, out of 200 countries, boys in China had the largest increase in height from 1985 to 2019, while Chinese girls had the third largest.



But the political system that defined society had not changed one bit, Mr. Hessler writes in his new book, "Other Rivers: A Chinese Education."



"I still taught next door to the College of Marxism, and the university still hosted old-school Communist rallies," he writes. "How could a country experience so much social, economic and educational change, while the politics remained stagnant or even regressive?"



That question also puzzles many Chinese people, foreign policymakers, academics and journalists, including me.




In his new book, Mr. Hessler calls his 1990s students in China the "reform generation" and his students from the last decade the "Xi generation."




In "Other Rivers," Mr. Hessler calls his students from the mid-1990s the "reform generation." They believed in competition and were largely rewarded for their hard work. He calls his students from the 2020s the "Xi generation," after Xi Jinping, the leader who has tightened the leash on all areas of Chinese society. They are willing to work hard, just like the students before them, but have few illusions about the system or their own future.



The Xi generation is risk-averse. Its members are more unhappy about their government, but are unwilling to resist. Mr. Hessler assigned "Animal Farm," by George Orwell, to his students. The two characters they most identified with were the donkey, who is skeptical of the new farm but keeps his thoughts to himself, and the horse, who is hardworking but blindly loyal.



In "Other Rivers," Mr. Hessler doesn't provide a resounding answer to his question. But he believes that now, more than any other time in his nearly three decades writing about China, something fundamental about the country's political system must change. Young people are increasingly dissatisfied, he said, but they are not ready to try to initiate a change. They know the price people pay for defying the system, and the payoff for going along -- even as the payoffs are becoming harder to come by.



In addition to two teaching stints in Sichuan, in southwest China, Mr. Hessler worked as the Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker in the 2000s. He has written five books about China, three of which have been translated into Chinese. "Other Rivers" has little prospect of being published in China because of its criticism of the government, and Mr. Hessler said his previous books would not be published in China now.



Nevertheless, "Other Rivers" is one of the most anticipated new books in the country.



Mr. Hessler, practically a celebrity in China, is known for his perceptive observations and empathetic portrayal of ordinary people, whom he describes as diligent, tough, pragmatic and, for the most part, apolitical. "Compassion" is a word Chinese readers use to talk about his work. His writing "transcends the binary of yes or no, like or dislike," a well-known Chinese writer 
commented
 on his debut book, "River Town." That book, published in 2001, recounted his experience teaching English in small-town China as a Peace Corps volunteer.



But in an increasingly polarized world, Mr. Hessler and his writing face more criticism inside and outside China. He is labeled both pro-China and anti-China, for being too political and for dancing around politics.



Some nationalistic Chinese, known as "little pinks," said he was reflexively critical in 
an article
 he wrote for The New Yorker about the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020. When he published 
another report
 five months later, about China's effective control of the outbreak, some fellow Western journalists and China specialists branded him an apologist for the Chinese government.




Protests in Shanghai against China's strict Covid-19 policy in 2022.




Mr. Hessler and his family moved back to the United States in 2021 after his teaching contract was not renewed. He didn't experience the brutal "zero Covid" restrictions that the Chinese government imposed in 2022: frequent testing, lockdowns, quarantines, food shortages and denial of medical treatment.



In an 
article
 on the website China File late last month, he responded to criticism, writing that he was unfairly judged, especially by other China experts who had left the country. After many American journalists were expelled in March 2020, he became part of a smaller press corps. He felt that he was still in the game, he told me in an interview on my 
podcast
 last month, "while the rest of the former players became sports commentators, nit-picking."



Some of Mr. Hessler's Chinese critics said his meticulous descriptions of average citizens in "River Town" and other early works faithfully reflected the pulse of that time, when China was more open and people were trying to adapt to fast-paced changes. But in the Xi era, they said, they wished he would address politics more directly. In China today, politics has caught up with nearly everyone.



That's not how Mr. Hessler sees his role. Trained as a fiction writer, he told me, he was more interested in the people and places than in the issues. "The politics is part of it," he said. "But I almost never start with an issue."



I wondered if his approach in "Other Rivers" might have been different if he had stayed in China until the winter of 2022. Protesters came out in Chinese cities, including in Chengdu, where he had lived, to demand that the government stop its "zero Covid" policy. Some angry demonstrators called for Mr. Xi to step down.



In "Other Rivers," Mr. Hessler writes that his young students, whom he kept up with through email and surveys, were angry about the lockdowns, which they often described as having fundamentally altered their perspectives.



A young man wrote to him from Europe: "Most significantly, it has changed my opinions about 'revolt' and 'demonstration.' I think Chinese should more often seek their rights through demonstrations, even though demonstrations in China have been equated with 'revolt.'"



Most of his younger former students were focused on personal concerns like job opportunities, not politics or climate change, Mr. Hessler reports in "Other Rivers."



"You often hear that a lot of people say: 'We don't need to have democracy. We just need to have a little more space and not so much pressure.' But maybe it doesn't work like that," he told me. "Once you break that and you don't know what's coming next, or when it's going to come, then you're going to create instability."
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Three Days That Rocked Japan's Markets



The fragility of a more-than-year-long stock rally in Japan, fueled in part by a weak yen, has been exposed by the sudden strengthening of the currency.



By River Akira Davis


Aug 07, 2024


Over the past week, markets tumbled as 
fears ricocheted
 around the world about the health of the U.S. economy, tech sector and more. No market bore the brunt as much as Japan.



A key Japanese stock index, starting on Thursday, experienced its most severe two- and three-day trading drops since the 1950s -- declines that analysts said could not be fully explained by the same factors affecting other countries.



Japan had one unique element exacerbating its problems. Its weakened currency, which had been inflating corporate profits and valuations, was beginning to appreciate at an alarming rate.



The turmoil has threatened one the most enduring stock rallies in Japan in decades. Many reasons have been given for the strong performance of Japanese stocks starting early last year. 
Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway
 expressed optimism about Japan as an alternative investment to China. The Tokyo Stock Exchange ramped up 
pressure
 on companies to enhance shareholder returns.



However, as the yen strengthened over the past week, it erased much of the gains Japanese stocks had accrued this year. Investors have been left reassessing whether the much-hailed renaissance in Japanese equities was more a result of a weakened yen than underlying structural changes.



"Why was the rapid downturn so much worse in Japan than in other markets? The yen is top of hierarchy," said Stefan Angrick, a senior economist at Moody's Analytics in Japan. "Japan's rally ultimately had a lot to do with the yen and what happened over the past few days has been a good reminder of that."




The yen crossed below 150 to the dollar on Friday. Just weeks earlier, it had been trading above 161.




The weak yen played a crucial role over the past few years in supporting the shares of major Japanese companies, especially exporters that saw the value of their earnings overseas boosted. Many of Japan's signature global brands, including 
Toyota Motor
, reported record profits. That drew money from investors and drove Japanese indexes to record highs.



The yen's slide in value over the past few years was primarily caused by a 
large gap between interest rates
 in Japan and the United States. While U.S. rates surged, Japanese rates remained below or near zero, prompting investors to seek higher returns outside of Japan.



That dynamic began to reverse last Wednesday, when the 
Bank of Japan
 unexpectedly raised its key interest rate for only the second time in nearly two decades. This move, coupled with indications from the U.S. 
Federal Reserve
 of imminent rate cuts, led to a swift appreciation of the yen.



As of Friday morning, the yen, which had been trading around 161 to the dollar just weeks earlier, had crossed below 150.



The breach of the 150-yen-to-dollar threshold, which traders viewed as a tipping point, exacerbated panic among investors who feared that companies would have to lower their profit forecasts.



The Topix index, which represents a broad spectrum of the Japanese economy, dropped 6.1 percent on Friday -- capping off its worst two-day performance since the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.



After the 
sell-off
, the start of trading in Tokyo on Monday was seen as a test of whether confidence in Japanese companies would persist even without the yen's support. Historically, Japanese investors have seized opportunities during foreign-led market meltdowns, and prices were low.



The problem was that this time, the buyers hung back. Japan's trading day was marked by a frenzy of selling: The Nikkei 225 index, another benchmark index, posted its largest one-day point drop ever. Some called it "Black Monday," recalling the global stock market crash in October 1987.



"After all of these reforms and stability and the Tokyo Stock Exchange pushing for better capital returns, you still saw no bid from the Japanese investor," said Jesper Koll, a director at financial services firm Monex Group. "It got spooky," he said.



On Tuesday, Japanese shares began to recover. The Nikkei 225 index rebounded by 10.2 percent, and some traders speculated that the market might have reached a settling point after factoring in a stronger yen.




The Tokyo Stock Exchange on Tuesday.




One 43-year-old Japanese investor who asked not to be named, a former operator of a cram school in the Tokyo area, said that despite feeling "scared and wanting to escape," he bought stocks on Monday. When prices rebounded he pocketed the equivalent of around $2,700 and went off to take his children to a play center.



The question -- which no one, of course, can answer -- is whether the weak-yen, high-stock-price bubble has fully deflated.



On Wednesday, Japanese indexes continued to recover, though movements were relatively small. The Nikkei 225 closed up 1.2
 
percent, while the Topix gained 2.3 percent. Japanese indexes had broadly returned to where they were at the start of the year.



Nomura Research Institute, in a note on Wednesday, suggested that the weaker yen started pushing stock prices higher at the start of 2023, when the Nikkei was hovering around 26,000. That could mean that stocks might fall by another third from where they are now if all of the yen-related rally reverses. For many companies and their investors, that would be a painful adjustment.



Joy Yang, who leads Asian economic research at Point72, a hedge fund, said she is waiting to make judgments on Japan's economy and stocks until markets have calmed and several key indicators are released. For example, economic output figures due next week will show whether newfound inflation in Japan is helping stir growth, she said.



"For now," Ms. Yang said, "we are waiting for the markets to settle and we'll see how to go forward from there."



Hisako Ueno
 contributed reporting
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Boeing Says It's Changing Type of Panel That Blew Off Alaska Airlines Jet



The company told regulators the changes in design and production of the door plugs would allow its warning systems to detect malfunctions.




The Alaska Airlines 737 Max 9 plane that made an emergency landing in January after taking off from Portland, Ore., and losing a door panel at about 16,000 feet. 




By Minho Kim and Mark Walker


Aug 07, 2024


Boeing officials told regulators on Tuesday that the aircraft maker would make changes to how it designed and produced the type of panel that blew off an Alaska Airlines jet shortly after takeoff in January.



Boeing informed the regulators that it was redesigning its door plugs -- the panels that replace emergency-exit doors in certain design configurations with fewer seats -- to better detect any malfunctions.



The design changes are expected to be "implemented within the year," said Elizabeth Lund, a senior vice president for quality at Boeing, who testified on Tuesday at an investigative hearing held by the National Transportation Safety Board, an independent government investigative agency.



The hearing on Tuesday revealed that Boeing employees removed a door plug from what would later be the Alaska Airlines jet to repair damaged rivets, but without any required internal authorization or paperwork detailing the removal of the panel -- a critical structural element. The safety board's investigation 
found earlier this year
 that the plane, a 737 Max 9, left the Boeing factory in Renton, Wash., missing bolts that should have held in place the door plug that blew off midair.



The safety board's chairwoman, Jennifer Homendy, suggested at the hearing that the work culture at Boeing prioritized meeting production schedules over safety standards, and led to an overtaxed work force and lapses in the production process.



On Tuesday, Ms. Homendy read quotes from the board's interviews with mechanics who have worked at the Boeing facility for years. The workers testified to board investigators that they were regularly pressured into working 10 to 12 hours a day, six to seven days a week, Ms. Homendy said.



At Boeing's Renton factory, the contractors from Spirit AeroSystems, a Boeing supplier that makes 737 Max fuselages, pointed to constant tension between Spirit workers and Boeing mechanics.



"Basically, we're the cockroaches of the factory," one of the Spirit contractors told a board investigator in March.



Ms. Lund, the Boeing vice president, acknowledged the problems but said her company was "working hard" to implement changes in culture and safety protocols that would help employees and contractors not feel as though they have to sacrifice quality or safety because of pressures over on-time performance.



"It is concerning," Ms. Lund said. "There is no doubt about it."



The board's two-day investigative hearing began on Tuesday, focusing on how the door plug blew off at an altitude of about 16,000 feet, exposing passengers to forceful winds.



The hearing follows fresh criticism from the independent agency that resulted in the revoking of its access to investigative information.



During a news media event in Renton in June, Ms. Lund updated reporters on the investigation into the door plug episode and improvements the company had been making.



When the safety board learned of Ms. Lund's comments, however, it quickly chided Boeing. The agency said the company had improperly disclosed investigative information and speculated about the cause of the episode, saying that Boeing had "blatantly violated" the rules for active investigations.



The board informed the Justice Department, which was also looking into possible rule violations by Boeing over the January flight.



The episode on the Alaska Airlines flight out of Portland, Ore., resulted in no major injuries, but it raised new concerns about the quality of Boeing's planes more than five years after two fatal crashes of 737 Max planes involving their automated maneuvering systems. After the January episode with the door panel, the Federal Aviation Administration prohibited Boeing from increasing 737 production until it addressed quality issues. Mike Whitaker, the F.A.A. administrator, acknowledged during a congressional hearing that his agency had been "too hands-off" in its oversight of Boeing before the Alaska Airlines panel blew off.



A key issue during the hearing on Tuesday was the lack of documentation surrounding the removal and reinstallation of the door plug. Boeing has said that no documents are available to verify the removal of the bolts. While there is documentation to show that the panel was removed to repair rivets on the plane, there is no record of whether that same panel was reinstalled once the work was finished.



The Justice Department is still investigating the company over the episode. As the federal investigations into the door plugs continue, Boeing has reached a plea deal with the department after violating a deferred prosecution tied to the 2018 and 2019 Boeing Max crashes, which killed nearly 350 people.



In 2021, Boeing and the Justice Department struck a deal over the two crashes that helped the company avoid criminal charges. But this year, federal prosecutors said Boeing had not adhered to that deal, so they came up with a new one that has been tentatively agreed upon.



Under the latest plan, Boeing would plead guilty to conspiring to defraud the federal government. The company would also bring in an independent monitor, be on probation for three years and face extra financial penalties.



That includes a $487.2 million fine, though half of that could be forgiven because of fines the company has already paid. The deal is not official, pending approval by a federal judge later this month.



Last month, Boeing announced that it planned to 
repurchase Spirit AeroSystems
 for $4.7 billion in stock, having previously spun off its core plants in 2005. Spirit made the panel that blew off the Alaska Airlines plane in January.
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Apple Workers Approve Contract at First Union Store in U.S.



The agreement raises wages roughly 10 percent over three years and guarantees benefits and severance pay.




The Apple Store in Towson, Md., was the first to unionize. A contract vote followed a year and a half of negotiations.




By Noam Scheiber


Aug 07, 2024


Workers at the first unionized Apple Store in the country ratified a labor contract with the tech giant on Tuesday, after a year and a half in which bargaining appeared to stall for long stretches and union campaigns at other stores fell short.



After the union announced the outcome, Apple said it did not dispute the result and was pleased to have an agreement.



The contract, covering about 85 workers at a Towson, Md., store who 
voted to join the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers in June 2022
, will provide a typical worker with a raise of roughly 10 percent over the next three years.



The workers will also effectively receive the same benefits as those in nonunion stores -- a point of contention since the company 
introduced new benefits
 that excluded union stores in the fall of 2022 -- as well as guaranteed severance pay.



"We are giving our members a voice in their futures and a strong first step toward further gains," the store's bargaining committee said in a statement after reaching a deal with the company. "Together, we can build on this success in store after store."



The contract talks had appeared to bog down over equal access to the benefits that other stores receive, and over a nationwide change in Apple's scheduling and availability policy for part-time workers. The union said the policy change would have forced roughly half a dozen Towson workers to quit because of conflicts with other commitments.



Workers at the store said they had considered striking if the company had not budged on these priorities; they voted in May to authorize a strike.



But the two sides settled both issues late last month. Union workers will receive the recently introduced benefits and any subsequent changes to existing benefits. They will bargain over any new benefit when it is introduced.



The company agreed to allow the half-dozen part-time workers imperiled by the new availability policy to remain largely under the old policy if they choose to. The union agreed to drop a handful of proposals, including a more generous overtime rule and bereavement leave.



"I'm so proud of our bargaining committee and our store team for sticking through this long journey," said Chaya Barrett, a committee member and a longtime worker at the store. "It's been a challenging, scary and frustrating road."



An Apple spokeswoman said the agreement "allows Towson team members to enjoy similar performance-based wage increases this year as last year, along with the same benefits our U.S. retail employees currently receive."



The contract will provide an average worker with a 4 percent wage increase this year, followed by 3 percent increases in two subsequent years. Apple typically reviews wages for nonunion workers annually. The company's policy is to provide severance pay to workers laid off for business reasons, but the union contract guarantees that the severance pay won't change.



After the successful union election in Towson, workers at an Apple Store in Oklahoma City 
voted to join
 the Communications Workers of America in October 2022. But campaigns at 
other Apple Stores
 
fizzled out
 in the following months, and the communications workers 
lost a unionization vote
 this year at a store in Short Hills, N.J.



The Towson union argued that the contract proposal undermined a core claim that Apple, like many employers, had 
made
 to 
workers
 ahead of union elections: that they could lose benefits if they unionized.



"This took away their narrative," said Jay Wadleigh, a business agent with the machinists' union who advised the workers during the negotiation. "They tell stores: 'You could lose everything. You'd have to start at ground zero.' We have a contract saying that's not what happened."



Experts said that as a result, the contract could assist future organizing campaigns at other stores.



"I think it will help somewhat," said John Logan, a professor at San Francisco State University who is an expert on how companies respond to union campaigns. Fear of losing one's job or losing pay or benefits tends to be the biggest obstacle to union organizing, he added, so "anything that lessens the fear of joining a union is likely to benefit organizing at other stores."



In the short term, the Oklahoma City store, which has been bargaining separately with Apple since last year, is seeking to reach a contract along similar lines in the coming months.



Michael Forsythe, a worker on the Oklahoma City bargaining committee, said the Towson contract had generated considerable interest among his colleagues. "We definitely want to use it as momentum," he said. Workers there plan a strike authorization vote this month.



Workers at other Apple Stores have begun to express interest in unionizing since the tentative agreement in Towson, according to Kevin Gallagher, a longtime employee there who recently began working for the machinists' union.



Mr. Gallagher said he had recently spoken with a worker at a store in the Southeast who had inquired about organizing after hearing news of the contract agreement.
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New York Times Reports 13.6% Jump in Profit



The publisher added about 300,000 digital subscribers in the latest quarter, and now has more than 10.8 million subscribers.




The New York Times Company reported adjusted operating profit of $104.7 million for the latest quarter, up from $92.2 million a year earlier.




By Katie Robertson


Aug 07, 2024


The New York Times Company added about 300,000 new digital subscribers in the second quarter of the year, the company announced on Wednesday, propelling a 13.6 percent year-over-year increase in earnings.



The company's adjusted operating profit for the quarter, from April through June, rose to $104.7 million from $92.2 million a year before. Overall revenue increased 5.8 percent, to $625.1 million, compared with the same period in 2023.



The Times now has more than 10.8 million total subscribers, of which 10.2 million are digital-only subscribers. The company has said it has a goal of 15 million subscribers by the end of 2027. A growing number of the digital subscribers -- now nearly half -- subscribe to more than one of The Times's products, which include the news report, games, recipes, the Wirecutter review site and The Athletic, a sports news website.



Meredith Kopit Levien, chief executive of the Times Company, said in a statement that the combination of The Times's journalism and its lifestyle products gave the company "complementary offerings" with multiple opportunities for growth.



"Together we believe these make The Times resilient in a changing media landscape and well positioned for continued value creation," Ms. Levien said.



Subscription revenue in the quarter grew 7.3 percent, to $439.3 million, compared with the previous year. Total advertising revenue was up 1.2 percent, at $119.2 million. Digital advertising revenue increased by 7.8 percent year over year to $79.6 million, while print advertising fell 10 percent to $39.6 million.



Adjusted operating costs grew 4.4 percent in the quarter, to $520.4 million, from $498.7 million a year earlier, which the company attributed to higher journalism, product development and administrative expenses, as well as the cost of continuing 
litigation
 against Microsoft and OpenAI. 



The Athletic, which the company acquired for $550 million in 2022, continues to lose money. But the losses shrank to $2.4 million in the quarter, from $7.8 million during the same period last year. Revenue at the website grew to $40.5 million, up 33.4 percent from a year earlier, because of a jump in the number of subscribers as well as an increase in revenue from display advertising.



The Athletic now has 5.3 million digital-only subscribers, which includes those who have a stand-alone subscription to the site and those who have access to it through a Times subscription bundle. That's up from 3.6 million the same time last year.



The company forecast an increase in both subscription and advertising revenue across the Times Company in the third quarter of the year.
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Guest Essay



Why Tim Walz Will Be a Potent Weapon for Kamala Harris








By Ross Barkan


Aug 06, 2024


Kamala Harris's selection of Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota as her running mate was, like most events of this turbulent political season, mostly unforeseeable just a few weeks ago.



Instead of bolstering her ticket with a Democrat from a crucial swing state -- or even one who routinely elected Republicans up and down the ballot -- seemingly at the 11th hour, Ms. Harris opted for Mr. Walz, a 60-year-old former congressman. Mr. Walz is a white Midwestern governor from a largely agrarian state. His selection holds the potential of winning back some of the rural regions and even states that are now staunchly Republican. This could make for a winning strategy in the Electoral College, which is now daunting for Democrats.



Mr. Walz will be a potent weapon Ms. Harris can readily deploy on her behalf. But he carries downsides that shouldn't be overlooked, beginning with geography and extending to his time as governor during a period of immense upheaval for Minnesota and the country.



Mr. Walz's strengths are clear: He spent over a decade as a public-school teacher and football coach and served in the Army National Guard; in 2006, he flipped a Republican-held House district in rural Minnesota and beat back G.O.P. opposition in several trying election cycles. He's relatively progressive 
and
 a gun owner.



Democrats have several enormous challenges that the Harris campaign, no matter how well it might function, cannot readily solve. The selection of Mr. Walz could help remedy the problem of working-class voters who have been bleeding out of the Democratic coalition, especially since Donald Trump won the presidency in 2016. White voters are by far the largest segment, but there have been defections from socially conservative Black and Latinos, as well.



Two other factors work in his favor: Progressives like him, and he performs well on television. The latter may have mattered even more to Ms. Harris's team. Mr. Walz rocketed to prominence by lashing Republicans as "weird," which became something of a rallying cry after the criticism of JD Vance's comment about "childless cat ladies."



The contrasts are stark between Mr. Vance and Mr. Walz, and that's what Democrats like. Mr. Walz is 20 years older, boasts a much deeper record in government and appears at the minimum to be much more telegenic.



Ms. Harris would be the first woman president, and only the second nonwhite one, and she seems to have determined that a politician decidedly unlike her is required for this campaign against Mr. Trump. Mr. Walz's liberalism isn't California-inflected. He is of a vanishing political breed: the heartland left populist.



Within the Biden administration, Ms. Harris was often sidelined on major policy initiatives. She remains, for all her time in the public eye, something of a blank slate. In some ways, this makes her choice of vice president more critical as it offers her supporters a sense of what President Harris could achieve distinct from her role as vice president.



On policy matters, in particular the Israel-Hamas war, Mr. Walz assuages, momentarily at least, the restive progressive wing of the Democratic Party. He has a deepening populist track record that could buoy Ms. Harris, signed into law a raft of pro-worker legislation, like a standards board for nursing homes, a ban on noncompete clauses and a bar on anti-union captive-audience meetings. As governor of Minnesota, he quickly codified abortion rights after the fall of Roe v. Wade, signed legislation to safeguard gay and trans rights and helped to create a state-run program to provide paid and family medical leave to workers. Other accomplishments that thrilled the left included driver's licenses for undocumented immigrants, legalizing marijuana, a "red flag" gun law and universal school meals. He also signed legislation restoring voting rights to former felons.



Mr. Walz's foreign policy views are thinly sketched, but he notably lacks Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania's record of forcefully backing Israel and clashing with the pro-Palestinian protesters who came to the fore after the Oct. 7 attacks. When Mr. Biden was the presumptive nominee, Democrats feared mass protests at the Chicago convention later this month, and a Harris-Walz ticket could defuse some of these tensions. In the swing state of Michigan, with its disproportionately large Arab American population, Mr. Walz will at least have more of an ability to reset relations that had deteriorated under the Biden administration.



Typically, the conventional wisdom on running mates is correct: They do not matter all that much. Voters focus on the top of the ticket. But there are genuine risks to picking Mr. Walz over Mr. Shapiro. As the statistician Nate Silver recently 
argued
, Pennsylvania might be the "tipping point" state in this election, the single factor that decides whether Mr. Trump returns to the White House. Mr. Biden barely carried the Keystone State in 2020 after Mr. Trump flipped it, also by a minuscule margin, in 2016. Foregoing Mr. Shapiro, who won the governorship by 15 points in 2022, will put that much more pressure on the Harris-Walz ticket to win potentially the party's most vital electoral asset.



The distinct advantages of bringing on Mr. Walz are less clear. Mr. Walz's own state has become competitive for Republicans, but Democrats haven't lost it since Richard Nixon's landslide in 1972. Mr. Walz wasn't needed to rescue Minnesota, and he's not well-known enough in the so-called blue wall Midwestern states of Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania.



No matter Mr. Walz's advantages or disadvantages, Republicans will get to work picking apart his gubernatorial record. He was the governor of Minnesota in 2020, when George Floyd was killed and riots consumed Minneapolis. Ms. Harris's support of criminal justice reform and fleeting embrace of the protest movement that year -- she tweeted in support of a Minnesota bail fund for protesters in the state -- has been fodder for the Trump camp already.



There are other policy decisions that could come back to haunt Mr. Walz on the campaign trail. Just as Republicans have assailed Ms. Harris for the migrants crossing the border and filling American cities, they could hammer Mr. Walz for giving driver's licenses to undocumented immigrants, a policy that is popular in Democratic states but can be viewed critically elsewhere. The Trump campaign, meanwhile, is already criticizing Mr. Walz for granting voting rights to former felons -- an initiative that conservative and moderate voters could view skeptically. Mr. Walz "is obsessed with spreading California's dangerously liberal agenda far and wide," said Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign press secretary.



For now, Democrats have the momentum, with polls showing Ms. Harris on the rise and the Walz selection already exciting the base. Their convention, like the G.O.P.'s in July, is expected to be a show of unity and even euphoria.



And then, just as it did for the G.O.P. convention, reality will set in: A bitter, incredibly close election will be settled in just a few short months. Mr. Walz, for now, meaningfully fortifies Ms. Harris. And he shows just where she felt, as a political candidate, that she may have been falling short.



Ross Barkan, a novelist, is a contributing writer for The New York Times Magazine, as well as a contributor to New York magazine and The Nation.
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Guest Essay



My New Neighbor Has Eight Legs and a Knack for Design








By Margaret Renkl


Aug 05, 2024


August is spider season. The orb-weaver spiders in my yard spend winter tucked away in the egg sacs their mothers made for them in autumn. Come springtime, the spiderlings climb out of their egg sacs and promptly disappear. Lots of creatures will eat a baby spider, so early summer is for hiding. By late summer, those who managed to survive are all grown up and ready to commence their important spider work.



To an orb-weaver, August is for web-spinning and bug-devouring (also, sometimes, mate-devouring). To me, August is for spider-spying. I can think of few things more beautiful than a spiderweb drenched in dew, water droplets lined up like diamonds on invisible silken threads.



Normally, spider-spying would mean going outside at dawn. Orb-weavers spin their webs in darkness and devour them again as night turns to day. But this year an orb-weaver has set up camp outside our bedroom window and turned the entire expanse of glass into a spider-studying station -- like those demonstration beehives that fit into classroom windows, half in and half out, or the bird feeders that attach to glass with suction cups.



In August, we have cobweb spiders building in the corners of every window in the house, but we have never had an orb-weaver take up residence in a window before.



The web-construction part of this spider's operation is typical for orb-weavers: anchor lines, a center hub and spokes, and finally the sticky circular threads that set the spider's table. What's not at all typical -- at least it's not typical of any orb-weaver I've ever seen before -- is the structure this spider has built for herself into the lines that are part of the permanent structure of her web.



It's a little spider house, the size of a quarter, 
that hangs right in the middle of the window
.



She has built her hideaway of silk and oak catkins, the dried strings of flowers left over from our white oak's spring bloom. The catkins form the sides and yard-facing wall of the house. Our bedroom window is its back wall. 
All day long she rests in there
, within full view of us but safely hidden from predators in the yard. Even the Carolina wrens that patrol our windows, inspecting cobwebs for the possibility of tasty spiders, have not spied this clever orb-weaver in her catkin bower.



Sometimes in the morning I'll see that her trap has worked, and some unlucky insect is stuck in the crossbeams of the wagon-wheel web, wrapped up like a delivery package. She once dragged a cocooned moth over to her house and attached it to the side wall with silk and more catkins. A snack for later? I don't know. The next morning, the moth was gone. There was no vestige of it left on the windowsill below.



I fully admit that what I have not yet noticed about the doings of my wild neighbors over the years still far exceeds what I have learned about them. I don't even know for sure what kind of orb-weaver spider this is, having never seen her during daylight hours fully emerged from her hiding place. Nevertheless, I find this spider and her hidey-hole remarkable. Could it be that orb-weaver spiders, whatever species of orb-weaver this small neighbor might be, have been building their own hideaways all along and I just never noticed?



I sent a photo to the Nashville naturalist Joanna Brichetto, author of the forthcoming book "
This Is How a Robin Drinks: Essays on Urban Nature
," and asked if she'd seen anything like this before. She had not: "I've never seen an orb-weaver house! Or heard of one!" she wrote back.



As it turns out, it's not uncommon for spotted orb-weavers -- Ms. Brichetto's best guess as to my eight-legged neighbor's identity -- to spend the daylight hours hiding in "silken retreats" attached to eaves, or crouched in a rolled-up leaf. Sometimes the leaf stays rolled up courtesy of spider silk, but in reading around I haven't found any evidence of a spotted orb-weaver gathering up construction materials and building an actual house for herself. At least it's not behavior that's common enough to be found in an online search or in either of my field guides to spiders.



What we don't know about the natural world 
always
 far exceeds what we do. But one of the loveliest character traits of our species is curiosity. And the more we learn, the more we inevitably come to realize that many of the qualities that we think of as uniquely human aren't unique to us at all.



Crows 
play in the snow
. Honeybees exhibit empathy, 
even to bees that belong to a different colony
. Elephants 
call one another by name
. (So do 
dolphins and bats and who knows how many others
.) More than 1,500 different species of animals 
engage in same-sex sexuality
. Cows 
enjoy music
. A dog that I know of 
watches musicals on television
.



In this context, it shouldn't be particularly surprising that there's an orb-weaver spider in Tennessee who prefers to rest in a dried-flower house of her own making.



The variation among individuals within a species is what we notice when we're paying attention. That variation, perhaps more even than the other characteristics we share with nonhuman animals, is where the real revelation of our kinship with them lies. Not in the general traits that their species shares with ours, in other words, but in their differences from one another within the same species.



In my yard alone, I think of the one squirrel who can 
defeat the squirrel-proof bird feeder
, and the one sunbathing skink who has figured out that a person peering through a window 
will cause her no harm
, and the one hummingbird last year 
who wasn't afraid of me at all
. I think of the blue jay who 
learned to imitate the call of a baby hawk
 and deployed it just because it was a fun sound to make. Maybe it's not the smartest thing in the world for a blue jay to be summoning a mama hawk, but this blue jay seemed to find it highly entertaining.



We are different from one another. They are different from one another.



I was cautioned in school against the "mistake" of anthropomorphism. It's a mistake to assign human feelings to nonhuman animals, my professors assured me. It's a mistake to attribute problem-solving, tool-fashioning, language-using individuality to a mere bundle of instinct and hormones. This particular mistake even has a name: the pathetic fallacy.



The science that's uncovering the individual complexity of other creatures is happening alongside the science that's uncovering the monstrous mess our species has made of the planet, and it's impossible not to wonder whether the real fallacy isn't the pathetic fallacy itself. Wouldn't it completely change our relationship to the living earth if our default position in every encounter with other living things was a willingness to see something of ourselves in them? Spiders and all?



Margaret Renkl
, a contributing Opinion writer, is the author of the books "
The Comfort of Crows: A Backyard Year,
" "
Graceland, at Last
" and "
Late Migrations
."
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Guest Essay



A Deal That Could Save Venezuela








By Francisco Rodriguez


Aug 07, 2024


It was a stunning victory. As results began to trickle in from around the country, they showed the opposition winning by a more than two-to-one margin. The once-formidable political machine in power proved to be no match for millions of voters who sent a clear message to their authoritarian leader: Your time is up.



But despite the landslide, the ruling party ignored the will of the people, and the leader's allies proclaimed him president.



Those events took place in Poland in 1989 under the rule of Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski. But they could just as well have described Venezuela in the aftermath of its presidential election on July 28. The cases differ in key ways -- unlike Venezuela's Nicolas Maduro, Mr. Jaruzelski was never accused of misrepresenting election tallies (as I strongly believe Mr. Maduro has done), and the election in Poland was for the legislature, which then appointed Mr. Jaruzelski president. But I believe there is something to be learned from this comparison, and especially from its aftermath.



As the international community contemplates how to react to Mr. Maduro's 
apparent election theft
, a sense of understandable fatigue has set in for observers hoping for an end to his long, corrosive and antidemocratic rule. After all, it seems either the international community or the country's opposition have tried just about everything. Targeted sanctions aimed at regime officials? Done that. Oil sanctions to starve the government of resources? Tried that, too. Easing sanctions as an incentive to hold free elections? That didn't work, either. Put a $15 million 
reward
 on his head? Try to spur a military uprising? Check, check. None of it worked.



All these attempts had one principal goal in common: to drive Mr. Maduro from power. And of course, since the problem with dictators is that they hold power illegitimately, wanting to drive them out makes all the sense in the world. But we don't always get what we want.



This is where the Polish example comes in. Rather than stepping down after the humiliating loss in the parliamentary elections, Mr. Jaruzelski came to an agreement with the opposition Solidarity movement. Mr. Jaruzelski would continue to formally head the government as president and his Communist party would also maintain control of the interior and defense ministries. A Solidarity leader would become prime minister, with the power to appoint his cabinet.



The deal was harshly criticized by many in the opposition. Sharing power with a dictator who they said suppressed and tortured them was, they thought, morally unacceptable. But the agreement essentially worked. Mr. Jaruzelski largely 
refrained
 from using his executive powers, and it set the stage for one of Eastern Europe's most successful transitions to democracy, heralding the end of Communism in Eastern Europe.



A starting point for thinking about what a national unity government in Venezuela could look like was actually produced by the U.S. government in March 2020. Called 
the Democratic Transition Framework for Venezuela,
 the plan contemplated the creation of a Council of State, a body that would have representation from various parties and serve as the executive branch while new elections were organized.



The framework was proposed too late in that stage of the Venezuelan crisis, after the United States had spent more than a year unrealistically demanding that Mr. Maduro cede power to the opposition leader Juan Guaido, who claimed to be the country's legitimate interim president.



But it serves as a useful starting point today. The contours of a viable power-sharing agreement in Venezuela would likely include a division of responsibilities within the executive branch. The opposition and nonpartisan experts would be best poised to occupy ministries in charge of economic and oil policy. Chavistas -- the name for followers of Mr. Maduro's mentor, Hugo Chavez -- could remain at the helm of the security and interior ministries. The parties would need to agree on a plan of action to address the country's humanitarian and economic emergency, while the international community could promise to financially support the new government's effort at economic reconstruction.



There is time before the start of the next presidential term on Jan. 10 to negotiate and put before voters, in a referendum, a project of constitutional reform that would enshrine the guarantees needed to make a national accord work. It should limit the current powers that the presidency has to subordinate other branches of government to its decisions, and thus provide a firm and credible commitment that an incoming government will abide by and respect the separation of powers.



Facilitators who have tried to help broker a deal for a peaceful transition in Venezuela have underscored that effective guarantees for losers are a vital part of such an agreement. But only the Venezuelan state can ensure the protection of thousands of pro-government leaders who fear retribution and the loss of political rights in case of a change in government. The best way to provide that guarantee is by ensuring that Chavista officials remain at the helms of the security forces and the prosecutor's office, and by having the incoming government relinquish the power it currently has to dissolve the judiciary by convening a constitutional convention. President Biden should offer to back this agreement with a commitment to grant clemency to Mr. Maduro and other government officials currently under indictment on charges of narco-terrorism in the United States.



A postelection power-sharing deal can act as a political truce that allows a country to move beyond the stalemate of a disputed election. After postelection violence led to hundreds of deaths following Kenya's disputed 2007 polls, both sides reached a deal that divided ministerial posts equally between them, eventually leading to effective governance and major reforms. Closer to home, both Venezuela and Colombia used power-sharing agreements to lend stability to their nascent democracies in the 1950s.



Would Mr. Maduro accept a power-sharing deal? Perhaps not. But leaders almost never give up power voluntarily; they are forced to do so when they face a fracturing of their governing coalition. Mr. Maduro's coalition so far has rallied around him largely because of fears of retribution if the opposition comes to power. A power-sharing deal would allow them to continue to participate in the country's political life with reasonable guarantees. The leftist leaders of Brazil, Colombia and Mexico, whose political movements were partly inspired by Mr. Chavez, are best poised to convey to Mr. Maduro's allies that they can reclaim the legacy of their movement by helping build a way out of the country's current political impasse.



Resistance to a power-sharing agreement may also come from the opposition camp. Many in the opposition will see a power-sharing deal as unfair, unjust and unacceptable. Mr. Maduro lost the election, they may argue, and the only negotiation that the world should be having is about him abandoning power.



But the question that opposition leaders must face at this juncture is how they can honor their commitment to bring democracy and prosperity to Venezuela. Venezuela must avert a descent into what could be the country's darkest period of authoritarianism. Let us hope that Edmundo Gonzalez, Mr. Maduro's opponent for the presidency, and Maria Corina Machado, the charismatic leader of the opposition movement, have the temperance and vision to understand the compromises that need to be made to turn Venezuelans' dreams of democracy into reality.



Francisco Rodriguez is a professor at the Josef Korbel School of International Studies at the University of Denver.
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Charles M. Blow



Harris, Walz and Democrats' Joyful Campaign








By Charles M. Blow


Aug 07, 2024


On Tuesday, during Tim Walz's debut speech as Kamala Harris's running mate, he thanked Harris for "
bringing back the joy
."



It wasn't until then that I fully realized just how much joy has been generating the electricity behind Harris's presidential candidacy. Not because of some specific stance that Harris has taken -- she isn't articulating policy positions that differ substantially from President Biden's. She is, however, allowing herself to be the vessel for pent-up liberal energy.



I underestimated how much soul damage Democratic voters had suffered over the past three and a half years -- not in the main because of the Biden administration, but because of the seemingly endless culture wars -- and how that damage had jelled into a form of electoral depression.



The movement for Black lives peaked and then waned while the cultural backlash to it (and to so-called wokeness) became a cottage industry. Police reform in the form of federal legislation not only failed, but the idea of it also became radioactive. Federal voting rights legislation 
stalled
 and many states rushed to enact 
new voter restrictions
.



Around the country, various states sought to 
restrict L.G.B.T.Q. rights
, stifle the 
teaching of Black history
 and curtail 
the freedom of protesters
.



The Supreme Court struck down Roe v. Wade and dismantled affirmative action in college admissions.



On top of all that was a war in Gaza -- yes, supported by the Biden administration -- that many young progressives in particular saw as unconscionable.



While he was still in the 2024 race, Biden's campaign presented Democrats with the option to stay the course in order to protect American democracy. That was an accurate description of the stakes, but also negative messaging dependent on defensiveness and fear.



In one fell swoop, though, when Biden stood down and Democrats coalesced around Harris, a new possibility was born, one in which voters wary of another Donald Trump presidency could trade dread for optimism. Democrats now had something to fight for as much as to fight against.



Last year, when Biden was gearing up to announce his re-election bid, Terrance Woodbury, a founding partner at the consultancy HIT Strategies, whose research includes surveying Black voter sentiment, told me something that has stuck with me: Young Black voters -- young Black men in particular -- are less responsive to political messages of fear and loss and more responsive to messages of gain and empowerment.



Electing a second Black president, who would also be, of course, the first woman and first Asian American president, would be an opportunity to demonstrate gain and empowerment, not just for Black voters but for the whole Democratic coalition -- for the whole country. It's a chance to bolster a bedrock liberal belief: that diversity benefits society overall.



Republicans have slammed Harris as a D.E.I. candidate, tossing around the acronym for diversity, equity and inclusion to insinuate that she didn't earn her place. But overwhelmingly, one of the reasons Democrats are excited about her is that she's highly qualified and also happens to be a woman of color. They recognize that she represents all that is good about D.E.I., that it isn't about the granting of privilege but the dismantling of it.



And it was Black women who led the initial charge that has generated so much enthusiasm for Harris; if you win over Black women, you win over the soul of the Democratic Party. Modern Democratic politicians have attempted to tap into that power for decades: John F. Kennedy, for instance, organized "Kennedy Tea" parties for Black women during his Senate re-election campaign, and as his presidential library's blog 
notes
, he was re-elected in 1958 with nearly 74 percent of the vote, with greater percentages in many Black precincts.



Enthusiasm is infectious. Now there is enthusiasm throughout the Democratic electorate, and that is only buttressed with Walz as the party's vice-presidential nominee.



He's the epitome of a happy warrior; he's the dad figure, the soldier, the coach and the plain-spoken Everyman. He provides the same thing that Biden offered Barack Obama and Tim Kaine offered Hillary Clinton: He's an avuncular white man, gray hair and all, who is ready to co-pilot a demographic power shift. Indeed, even last time around, when Biden was at the top of the ticket, choosing Harris as the No. 2 supported the same idea.



The Biden-Harris and Harris-Walz tickets were and are bridges carrying us willingly and cheerfully to a more inclusive future. And for the moment, at least, the relentless positivity of the Harris-Walz campaign has discombobulated Trump and Republicans. Their efforts to paint Harris as a dangerous, scary "San Francisco" liberal have, so far, fallen flat.



They built a campaign premised on running against an old man; now Trump is the oldest candidate. They've tried to dismiss Harris as a laughing lightweight; now her laughter is emblematic of the excitement that she's brought to the campaign trail. Trump chose to run with JD Vance, whose first few weeks in the race have been a total dud; Harris chose Walz, the embodiment of authenticity.



This election will remain a battle royal, but Democrats have discovered that bitterness is not required. The race has been reshaped as a contest between Harris's high-spiritedness and Trump's dark vision.
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letters



Tim Walz Steps Into the Spotlight


Aug 07, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Minnesota's Walz Is Harris's Choice for Running Mate
" (front page, Aug. 7):



Unlike all the talk about a vice-presidential selection not making much of a difference, Kamala Harris's choice of Tim Walz will prove that wrong. He will have a rare synergistic impact on the ticket; each will feed the other's positivity and likability. This sense of optimism and joy will resonate emotionally with a majority of voters, and therein lies the true benefit of her selection.



Voting is not rooted in logic but in feeling. For all of Donald Trump's time on the political stage, he has only tapped into people's fear and anger.



With the Harris-Walz ticket, sincerity will best cynicism, common good will supplant irreconcilable differences, and community will take the place of conflict. More voters will embrace this vision of America than Mr. Trump's wasteland of constant discord.



Robert Clayman
Bethesda, Md.



To the Editor:



When a presidential candidate chooses a running mate, it says a lot about who they are and what kind of president they'll be. Do they pick someone inexperienced and polarizing who will deepen our divisions? Or do they pick someone with the judgment to make tough decisions, and the character to believe that every voice counts and everyone deserves an equal chance?



By selecting Tim Walz to be her vice president from a pool of outstanding Democrats, Kamala Harris has chosen an ideal partner -- and made it clear exactly what she stands for.



Governor Walz doesn't have just the experience to be vice president, he also has the values and the integrity to make us proud. As governor, he helped families and businesses recover from the pandemic, established paid family leave, guaranteed the right to an abortion, and put common-sense gun safety measures in place to keep communities safe.



But his signature is his ability to talk like a human being and treat everyone with decency and respect -- not all that surprising considering the fact that he served in the National Guard for 24 years and worked as a high school social studies teacher and football coach before being elected to Congress.



Like Vice President Harris, Governor Walz believes that government works to serve us. Not just some of us, but all of us. That's what makes him an outstanding governor, and that's what will make him an even better vice president, ready on Day 1.



I couldn't be happier for Tim and his wife, Gwen, their family and our country.



Paul Bacon
Hallandale Beach, Fla.



To the Editor:



Who better to challenge a convicted felon with impulse control problems than an experienced district attorney and a high school teacher who has likely dealt with more than his share of loudmouthed bullies?



Deborah Lieberson
Cambridge, Mass.



To the Editor:



Now that a vice-presidential candidate has been added to the ticket, Kamala Harris might begin to offer and publicize early invitations for cabinet positions that broaden the public's growing confidence in the administration we might elect.



These invitations should include Republicans whose integrity and experience would convince any undecided voter that America's future would be in the capable hands of qualified and selfless leaders who know what it means to govern in a democracy, and who will uphold the law of the land. (I can't believe I even have to write that!)



Evan Kingsley
Pleasantville, N.Y.



Trump and Venezuela




Venezuelan migrants waiting in line last year to cross into the United States after receiving an asylum hearing in Juarez, Mexico.




To the Editor:



Re "
Trump Says Venezuela Sends Criminals to the U.S.
" (news article, nytimes.com, July 31):



While the 2024 G.O.P. nominee often blames the Biden-Harris administration for failures at our southern border, his own rank impunity may also play a role.



Donald Trump has 
opposed Nicolas Maduro's regime
. Yet, even as the U.S. and world democracies strongly doubt Mr. Maduro's claim of re-election, Mr. Trump's own lawless claim on power since the 2020 election likely emboldens Mr. Maduro and other would-be strongmen to thwart voters' will.



With many Venezuelans having fled Mr. Maduro's tyranny -- and more likely to, if he lingers despite his apparent loss -- Mr. Trump may actually help boost Venezuela's share of lawless border crossings, precisely because Mr. Maduro now apes the "voters be damned" playbook that Mr. Trump has replaced for America's once proud example of democracy at work!



If Mr. Trump wants someone to blame here, he might glance at a mirror for at least part of the answer.



Alan S. Fintz
Brooklyn



Show You Care. Pass the Child Tax Credit.




Representative Mike Lawler joined representatives by briefly blocking a procedural measure.




To the Editor:



Re "
Senate Rejects Bipartisan Deal for Expanding Child Tax Credit
" (Business, Aug. 2):



As I read about the Senate's rejection of the child tax credit expansion, I couldn't help but feel a sense of outrage and disappointment. In a country where millions of children live in poverty, our lawmakers are more concerned with scoring political points than providing meaningful support to those who need it most.



The proposed expansion of the child tax credit is not just a matter of policy; it's a moral imperative. It's a chance for us to say that we value the well-being of our children, that we believe in their potential and that we're willing to invest in their future.



But instead of working together to make this a reality, our lawmakers are choosing to play politics. They're prioritizing their own interests over the needs of their constituents, and it's our children who will pay the price.



I implore our lawmakers to put aside their differences and work toward a solution. Let's make a commitment to our children and to our future. Let's show them that we care.



The expansion of the child tax credit is a crucial step toward a more just and equitable society. Let's take it.



Ronald Beaty
Barnstable, Mass.



The Suffering of Farm Animals








To the Editor:



Re "
The Hypocrisy of Our Love of Dogs
," by Nicholas Kristof (column, Aug. 4):



This column highlighting our bond with dogs versus our treatment of farm animals exposes a disturbing hypocrisy. While we pamper our pets, we tolerate immense cruelty toward pigs in factory farms.



Dogs have become cherished family members, celebrated with birthdays and countless photos. Yet we rarely consider the suffering of farm animals, confined and mistreated in ways we would find unacceptable for our pets. Intelligent and social, pigs endure lives of misery in tiny pens, often undergoing painful procedures without anesthesia.



The stark difference in our empathy is troubling. We rescue dogs from hot cars but condone the euthanasia of thousands of hogs by heat. Pigs, like dogs, are capable of joy and suffering, making our selective compassion morally indefensible.



It's time to reflect on our choices. Industrial agriculture provides cheap meat at the cost of animal welfare. Are we really comfortable with this trade-off?



James Corcoran
Glorieta, N.M.
The writer is a co-founder of several vegan organizations.



Baseball Caps Everywhere




Chance the Rapper with Kirsten Corley at the Met Gala in 2021.




To the Editor:



Re "
Is There Anywhere You Can't Wear a Baseball Cap?
," by Vanessa Friedman (Here to Help, Aug. 5):



There may be another reason a writer to the fashion advice column, Christine from New York, is seeing men in suits wearing baseball caps around the city: fear, not fashion.



As hate crimes against Jews increase, many Orthodox Jewish men are opting to cover their heads with baseball caps instead of the traditional kipa so they will be less visible targets.



Rebecca Wolf
Teaneck, N.J.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/opinion/tim-walz-kamala-harris.html
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After French Rail Sabotage, Some See Signs of a Murky 'Ultraleft'



Experts say the arson attacks before the opening of the Paris Olympics bear the hallmarks of insurrectionary anarchists opposed to the state.




Passengers waited for their trains at Gare du Nord station in Paris on the day of the Olympics Games opening ceremony. 




By Aurelien Breeden and Catherine Porter


Aug 07, 2024


Who sabotaged France's high-speed train lines last month? 



Clear answers to that question have been elusive so far, more than a week after 
coordinated arson attacks
 that disrupted rail travel for hundreds of thousands of travelers before the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games.



There have been no arrests, and no suspects have been publicly identified. For now, the country appears far more invested in its 
Olympic medal count
 than in the outcome of the investigation. That is probably a good thing for the authorities, because such cases, though not uncommon, are notoriously difficult to solve.



Officials are not ruling out any possibilities, including foreign interference. But much suspicion has fallen on what French authorities label as "ultraleft," anticapitalist groups that are less interested in gaining notoriety for their actions than in disrupting the workings of the state.



Railway sabotage is a "traditional method of action" for such groups, Gerald Darmanin, France's interior minister, said in the aftermath of the attacks.



France's domestic intelligence agency also 
has said
 that arson has been "a preferred modus operandi" for the "ultraleft" movement, "which regularly launches campaigns aimed mainly at energy and telecommunications infrastructures."



But in France and elsewhere in Europe, "the number of arrests for left-wing and anarchist terrorist and extremist offenses is generally not very high," Europol, the European Union agency for law enforcement cooperation, said in a 
report
 last year.




Soldiers patrol outside Gare du Nord train station. There have been no arrests for the coordinated arson attacks that briefly disrupted rail travel for hundreds of thousands of travelers before the Olympics opened.




While experts caution that last week's sabotage case remains open, they also say it bears some hallmarks of the insurrectionary anarchists, who frequently use low-tech methods like arson and cutting cables to target railway or telecommunication sites.



One potential clue being examined by investigators is an anonymous email which was sent a day after the attack to The New York Times and other media organizations and which celebrated the sabotage. It claimed that the attacks were intended to disrupt the Olympics, which the email called a "celebration of nationalism" and a "testing ground" for mass policing that shows how states "subjugate populations."



It is unclear if the email came from the actual saboteurs, but the Paris prosecutor's office, which is handling the investigation, said that was being examined. Several experts on far-left movements and sabotage said that the tone and arguments of the email were consistent with an anarchist ideology, and they noted that sabotage carried out by anarchist groups was often followed by similarly fuzzy claims of responsibility.



Victor Cachard, a French author who has written extensively about the history of sabotage, said that it was hard to ascertain with any confidence who was behind the attacks. Still, he said, "when you look at the recent history of claims that come after this kind of action, the insurrectionist anarchist movement is often behind it."



The email, which was signed "an unexpected delegation," in a reference to the Olympics, was sent from an anonymous email address created on 
Riseup
, a platform that "provides online communication tools for people and groups working on liberatory social change," according to its website.



The text of the email criticized France's weapons export industry, condemned 
police brutality
, castigated French companies like Total or Alstom for wreaking social and environmental havoc and took a dim view of France's high-speed train system.




Trains at the Gare du Nord train station. France's rail system is centralized, with all four main high-speed lines running out of Paris.




"Railroads are not an innocuous infrastructure," the email said. "They have always been a means of colonizing new territories, a prerequisite for their devastation, and a ready-made path for the extension of capitalism and state control."



Practically speaking, targeting a railway systems or telecommunication network "requires the least energy for the greatest efficiency," Mr. Cachard said. France's rail system is especially vulnerable -- 
too vast to be completely secure
, and centralized, with all four main high-speed lines running out of Paris.



That makes creating a bottleneck easy, though train traffic quickly returned to normal after France's railway company scrambled to repair the damage after the rail attacks. 
Another spate of vandalism
 last week against fiber optic cables caused limited disruption.



"The goal of the sabotage is to frustrate the state and to send the message to other groups with similar ideas." said Thomas Dekeyser, a researcher at Aberystwyth University in Wales who has studied past cases of sabotage in Europe.



He and other experts say that in recent years more activists have become attracted to sabotage. They include 
climate activists
 who believe that traditional methods like petitions or protests have made little headway, as well as 
militants who object
 to the spread of infrastructure like 5G antennas.



France's telecommunications infrastructure -- phone lines, fiber optic cables, relay antennas -- is targeted by about a dozen small-scale acts of vandalism or sabotage every month.



"There is a willingness to push the boundaries, to act not against human life but infrastructure," Mr. Cachard said. "Throughout history, you see that sabotage goes up a notch when the state is unresponsive to traditional modes of action."




Railway workers at the site of one of the damaged train lines in northern France last month.




Indeed, infrastructure sabotage is hardly a new phenomenon.



Aurelien Dubuisson, a historian and affiliated researcher at Sciences Po in Paris, who is an expert on extreme-left movements, said that sabotage was sometimes used in the labor movement's early days. For instance, figures like Emile Pouget, an anarchist journalist and trade unionist who was active in the late 19th century and early 20th century, advocated such tactics.



Sabotage of railway lines was famously used by French resistance fighters of all political stripes during World War II. Disruptions like 
temporary power cuts
 have also been used by French labor unionists opposed to President Emmanuel Macron.



Last year, France's interior minister 
said
 that the authorities were monitoring about 3,000 "ultraleft" activists. But Mr. Dubuisson and other experts caution that officials often use a broad brush that is not always helpful in understanding whom they are talking about.



"It's a bit of a catchall term" he said. "The ultraleft label has become a political and media expression for almost anything on the left that involves the use of illegal practices, whether violent or nonviolent, within a political framework."



And arrests are rare in sabotage cases, making it even more complicated to establish a pattern or blame a specific group, experts say.




Burning cardboard Olympic rings during the yearly protest marking International Labour Day in Paris in May.




Mr. Dekeyser, who made a 
documentary
 about a series of 
arsons and bombs set in the 1980s by an anti-computer group
, said that despite a claim published in newspapers under the acronym C.L.O.D.O., the saboteurs were never caught. After two years, the group disappeared.



Insurrectionist anarchists and similar groups are rarely interested in converting the general public to their cause or in using the press or the legal system to their advantage, experts said. They are generally loosely organized, with no formal hierarchy or structure; smaller groups may form to take specific action before disbanding just as quickly.



Anarchists and other fringe, left-wing activists are also accustomed to working with like-minded groups in countries like Italy, Germany or Spain, making it easy to slip across the border, experts say.



In Germany, 
Tesla was forced to halt production
 at an assembly plant in March after someone started a fire at a high-voltage pylon that cut electricity to the factory and the surrounding region. A group declaring ties to the antifascist movement claimed responsibility for the attack, but there have been no arrests in this case either.



"They don't want to draw attention to themselves, but instead focus on action and vulnerability of the infrastructures," Mr. Dekeyser said of groups like insurrectionist anarchists. "They are not interested in building a platform from which to speak."



Melissa Eddy
 contributed reporting from Germany.
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Hindus in Bangladesh Face Revenge Attacks After Prime Minister's Exit



There has long been a perception that the Hindu minority supports Sheikh Hasina, who resigned as prime minister and fled the country after a popular uprising.




Anti-government protesters have targeted the offices of the Awami League, the party of the ousted prime minister, Sheikh Hasina.




By Saif Hasnat and Qasim Nauman


Aug 07, 2024


Hindus in Bangladesh, perceived by many to be supporters of the prime minister who was ousted in a popular uprising, braced for violent reprisals on Wednesday as the rudderless country awaited the formation of a new government 
after a month of unrest
.



The former prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, 
fled Bangladesh on Monday
 after a violent crackdown failed to quell a nationwide movement against her government. As thousands of protesters celebrated her ouster that afternoon, reports began to emerge of retaliation against members of Ms. Hasina's party, the Awami League, and against those seen as her allies, including the Hindu minority.



In addition to the party's offices and the homes of its members, the rioters targeted Hindus, torching their homes and vandalizing temples, according to witnesses and local media. Fears of more attacks were amplified in the absence of a government and with law enforcement retreating from sight in many parts of the country.



In addition to the almost 300 people killed during the government crackdown, at least 60 were killed in the violence that erupted on Monday in Muslim-majority Bangladesh. Reliable details about the attackers and victims were not immediately available.



Prionthi Chatterjee, a Hindu student in Dhaka, the capital, said Muslims attacked her family at their home in the southern Bagerhat region, killing her father and leaving her mother with head injuries.



"My father was an innocent teacher," she said in a phone interview, adding that her parents tried to call the army and the police for help, but no one responded. Details about the incident could not be independently verified.



There were attacks on the homes of Hindus and their temples in at least four districts of Bangladesh, including villages near Chattogram, the country's second-most-populous city, according to witnesses and the relatives of people whose properties were targeted.



The student groups that led the protests against Ms. Hasina acknowledged the violence, but suggested their supporters were not involved.



"Temples are being attacked, vandalized and looted," Nahid Islam, one of the student leaders, said in a statement on Tuesday, blaming the attacks on those who want to "destroy" the student movement.




Anti-government demonstrators and counter protesters clashed in Dhaka last month.




The president of Bangladesh, who holds a mostly ceremonial role, on Tuesday appointed the 
Nobel Peace Prize-winning microfinance pioneer Muhammad Yunus
, to lead an interim government. Its members are expected to be announced within days.



Restoring law and order will be one of the interim government's immediate challenges.



During her 15 years in power
, Ms. Hasina packed the police and the military with loyal officers, and public trust in law enforcement appeared to all but vanish during the violent crackdown against the protesters.



On Wednesday in Dhaka, no police officers were visible on the streets in some of the busiest areas.



Meenakshi Ganguly, the deputy director for Asia at Human Rights Watch, described the reports of violence against Hindus as "extremely concerning."



"Hindus are apparently being attacked because they traditionally supported her Awami League party. Bangladeshis came out on the streets to demand an end to authoritarianism, and these attacks undermine their just demand for human rights," she said in a statement.



Tensions between Muslims and Hindus in Bangladesh have boiled over in the past, 
including violent clashes across the country in 2021.
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news analysis



In Prisoner Swap, Echoes of Putin's K.G.B. Past



A sprawling exchange with the West underscored the Russian president's loyalty to his intelligence services. It also showed his continued interest in making deals.




President Vladimir V. Putin's past with the K.G.B. is core to his identity as Russia's leader. That was evident in last week's prisoner exchange.




By Anton Troianovski


Aug 07, 2024


As he sat in a Russian jail for five months, the human rights champion Oleg Orlov sometimes grew wistful: What if he walked free someday as part of a deal between Russia and the West?



The chances that President Vladimir V. Putin would make a prisoner swap like that seemed as remote as a "star twinkling far, far, far away on the horizon," Mr. Orlov, 71, said this week. The dire state of the relationship between Moscow and the West, and their diverging interests, appeared to rule out the kind of detailed negotiation necessary for such a complicated deal.



But last week, it happened, in the most far-reaching 
prisoner swap with Moscow
 since the Cold War: Mr. Putin and his ally Belarus freed 
Mr. Orlov
 and 15 other Russians, Germans and Americans in exchange for a convicted assassin and seven other Russians released by the West. It was a moment when Mr. Orlov saw anew how core Mr. Putin's past with the K.G.B., the Soviet spy agency, was to the Russian president's identity -- and to the sort of country he's trying to shape Russia into.



The swap happened because "Putin is a K.G.B. man, an F.S.B. man," Mr. Orlov said in a phone interview four days after two private jets carrying him and other released prisoners landed in Cologne, Germany. Espionage is a subject Mr. Orlov knows well, having spent decades studying the crimes of the Soviet secret police as a co-founder of the 
Memorial human rights group
, which was awarded the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize.




The Russian human rights champion Oleg Orlov, shown in court in Moscow in February, was freed in the exchange last week.




Mr. Putin served as a K.G.B. agent in Dresden, East Germany, in the 1980s and ran the F.S.B., its domestic intelligence successor agency, in the 1990s. To the Russian leader, Mr. Orlov said, showing loyalty to the F.S.B. and other Russian intelligence services by winning their agents' freedom trumped the political risk of releasing opposition figures whom the Kremlin had branded as traitors.



Last Thursday's 
seven-country exchange
 -- and the heroes' welcome the returning Russians received in Moscow, including a red-carpet greeting from Mr. Putin -- exemplified the security-focused state that Mr. Putin has built. It also highlighted the deal-making side of his leadership style, a characteristic that appears to have remained intact despite the heightened tensions with the West from the war in Ukraine.



The 
top story
 on one of Russian state television's prime time newscasts on Monday showed how central the K.G.B.'s legacy has become to the Kremlin's messaging about patriotism and national identity. It was an exclusive interview with two of last week's released spies: a couple dispatched to Slovenia by another of the Soviet spy agency's modern-day successors, the S.V.R. foreign intelligence service.



Anna Dultseva and Artem Dultsev 
impersonated an Argentine couple so thoroughly
 in Slovenia that they spoke Spanish to their children at home. In the interview, Mr. Dultsev described in halting Russian -- he had barely spoken the language in his years undercover -- how a fellow S.V.R. agent visited him in a Slovenian jail and passed along greetings from Mr. Putin.



"He said that Vladimir Vladimirovich and the S.V.R. are doing everything possible for our release," Mr. Dultsev recalled, referring to the Russian president formally by his patronymic.



Spies like the Dultsevs "give their whole life to serving the motherland and make sacrifices that a normal person wouldn't understand," the state television reporter said. "For instance, they raised their kids as Spanish-speaking Catholics. Now they'll have to learn about borscht and our New Year."




A photo released by Russian state media of Mr. Putin welcoming released Russians, including Anna Dultseva, Artem Dultsev and their children. 




Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin's spokesman, claimed that the Dultsevs' son and daughter, learned only on the plane to Moscow after Thursday's swap that they were Russian. He also confirmed that Vadim Krasikov, who was convicted of killing a Chechen separatist fighter in a Berlin park in 2019 and released last week, was an employee of the F.S.B. domestic intelligence agency with personal links to Mr. Putin.



But beyond celebrating the purported patriotism and sacrifice made by Russia's agents, there has been another element to the Kremlin's messaging since last Thursday: good spycraft also means making deals with your adversary. Of course, in Mr. Putin's Russia, such deals can be based on what many in the West 
see as tantamount to hostage-taking
 of people like 
Evan Gershkovich
, the Wall Street Journal reporter released as part of last week's deal.



"This was a very tough chess game, played according to the best textbooks, lasting a tediously long time," Dmitri A. Medvedev, the deputy head of Mr. Putin's security council and one of the most hawkish members of his retinue, 
wrote
 after the swap.



Western officials involved in the negotiations said the Kremlin insisted on running the talks not through diplomatic channels but between spy agencies. The C.I.A. led the negotiations for the United States, and Western officials say Mr. Putin largely relied on the F.S.B., the agency he appears to trust most, even though its domestic intelligence role makes it more of a counterpart to the F.B.I.



And while Western officials have described encounters with Russian diplomats in recent years as unproductive harangues, people involved in the secret negotiations with the F.S.B. leading up to last week's swap said they were focused and professional. The Kremlin sounded a similar message.



"To be fair," Mr. Medvedev wrote, "our 'Western friends' also displayed the necessary pragmatism and a tendency toward reasonable compromises at a certain moment."




President Biden with the journalist Evan Gershkovich, second from right, who was also released last week.




The eagerness on both sides to make a deal was reflected in its timing: months before an American election and the subsequent conclusion of President Biden's term as president. A person close to the Kremlin who was involved in some of the discussions said the thinking in Moscow was to "strike while the iron is hot" and cinch a deal while there was one to be had. He spoke on the condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to discuss the negotiations publicly.



Mr. Putin sees former President Donald J. Trump as a fickle force who is hard to negotiate with, some analysts who study the Kremlin say. And given Mr. Trump's 
toxic relationship with Germany
, the Kremlin may have doubted that he would be able to convince Berlin to give up Mr. Krasikov, the linchpin of the swap, Alexander Baunov, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, 
argued
.



The interest in deal-making Mr. Putin displayed in the swap led some analysts to speculate that a similar approach of secret talks between spy agencies could also bring about a cease-fire in Ukraine. Indeed, even as their war has raged, Russia and Ukraine have repeatedly negotiated prisoner-of-war exchanges, 
including
 at least three swaps freeing 520 prisoners between May and July.



Western officials involved in the talks played down that possibility. Last week's prisoner swap, they said, resulted from a rare overlap in interests among Washington, Berlin and Moscow. When it comes to Ukraine, they said, the two sides remain much further apart.



But people involved in the talks did not rule out future deals -- at least to exchange more prisoners. Mr. Orlov, the human rights activist, said that he and other political prisoners freed last week had begun strategizing about how to get more of their comrades released before they even landed in Germany.




Ukrainian service members released as part of a deal with Russia in May. Russia and Ukraine have negotiated prisoner-of-war exchanges even as their war has raged.




Ilya Yashin
, a prominent opposition politician whom Mr. Putin released, acknowledged in a YouTube 
broadcast
 on Sunday that engaging with Mr. Putin in prisoner exchange talks could only motivate him to take further hostile measures. But, he went on, there should be no illusions: No matter how the West behaves, Mr. Putin will not play by its rules.



"All dictators take hostages and torture them publicly, getting some advantage for themselves," he said. "There is no way for opponents of dictators to act that would exclude this."
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The Country Left Out in the Cold in the East-West Prisoner Swap



While Belarus played a role in the sweeping prisoner exchange last week, none of the 1,400 people classified as political prisoners in the country by a human rights group were freed.




The exiled Belarusian opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, second right, held a photo of her jailed husband, Sergei Tikhanovsky, during a protest in Vilnius, Lithuania, in March. Others held photos of other Belarusian opposition figures.




By Andrew Higgins and Tomas Dapkus


Aug 07, 2024


The biggest East-West prisoner exchange since the Cold War last week was hailed as a triumph by both Washington and Moscow. But it left the family and friends of a jailed Nobel Prize winner and other imprisoned opponents of President Aleskandr G. Lukashenko, the longtime dictator of Belarus, puzzled and bitterly disappointed.



Belarus was involved in the swap, releasing a German national who had been sentenced to death, but it freed none of its nearly 1,400 inmates classified as political prisoners by 
Viasna
, a human rights organization, as Russia did.



"We are very saddened that not a single Belarusian was released," said Alena Masliukova, an activist with Viasna. She added that "Belarus has more political prisoners than Russia: 1,400 in Belarus compared to 700 in Russia," but unlike Russia has faced little sustained pressure to set its prisoners free.



That may be because Belarus, which has fewer than 10 million people and has been ruled since 1994 by Mr. Lukashenko, is widely viewed as an eccentric Russian puppet state and, despite a 
sustained reign of terror,
 commands little attention in its own right.



But the absence of Belarusian prisoners from last week's sprawling exchange has raised questions about why opponents of Mr. Lukashenko abroad, led by 
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya
, the self-styled national leader of Belarus, have failed to make the release of prisoners a priority for the United States and other Western governments.



That stands in stark contrast to Russia's opposition movement in exile, which has campaigned vigorously to have Russian dissidents freed.




The freed Russian dissidents, from left, Ilya Yashin, Andrei Pivovarov and Vladimir Kara-Murza in Bonn, Germany, last week.




Ms. Tikhanovskaya's office in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, sent a message to Western diplomats last week acknowledging that "there is a perception among part of the society and experts that we have not done enough to prioritize the issue of Belarusian political prisoners to ensure their inclusion" in the prisoner swap. That, it said, was not true.



Among those in prison in Belarus is Mr. Tikhanovskaya's husband, Sergei Tikhanovsky.



Also left out of the prisoner swap was 
Ales Bialiatski,
 a founder of Viasna who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022. He is serving a 10-year sentence in Belarus for his role in 
huge, nationwide street protests in 2020
, which were triggered by public fury over Mr. Lukashenko's claim that he had won a landslide victory -- his sixth in a row -- in a fraud-tainted election.



Mr. Bialiatski's wife, Natalia Pinchuk, lives in Norway, which, as part of Thursday's swap. released a Russian spy who had masqueraded as a Brazilian. She said it "was heartbreaking for me and for imprisoned Belarusians that none of them was released." She added that she had had no idea a swap was being negotiated until it took place.



Poland, which, as part of the swap, released a Spanish-Russian journalist arrested in 2022 as a spy near the Polish Ukrainian border, also came away empty-handed. Mr. Lukashenko resisted Polish demands that he free Andrzej Poczobut, an ethnic Polish journalist and minority rights activist in Belarus who had been sentenced to eight years in 2023 on national security charges.



"Why is the release of Belarusian political prisoners not a priority for the West?" asked Tatiana Khomich, the sister of Maria Kolesnikova, who has become 
a symbol of resistance
 to Mr. Lukashenko. Ms. Kolesnikova helped lead the 2020 protests and, after being abducted by security forces, 
tore up her passport to avoid being bundled out of Belarus.



That act of brave defiance made her a hero for many Belarusians and, in the event of her eventual release from prison and forced exile in the West, a potential leader of the fractious opposition movement in exile and rival to Ms. Tikhanovskaya.




Ales Bialiatski, center, heads Viasna, a Belarusian human rights group. He was appearing at a court session in Minsk in January.




Ms. Tikhanovskaya, a presidential candidate in the disputed 2020 election, 
fled to Lithuania soon after declaring herself the victor in the vote.
 She has struggled in exile to dent the Belarusian leader's brutal grip on power and his increasingly close alliance with and dependence on President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia.



Mr. Lukashenko has resisted sending Belarusian troops into Ukraine in support of Mr. Putin's forces, but allowed his country to be used as a staging ground for Russia's military and, with help from Russian security forces, has snuffed out internal dissent.



Ms. Tikhanovskaya's supporters have claimed to have been behind attacks on a Russian warplane and railway lines inside Belarus, 
but these were nearly all actually carried out by Ukrainian security services
. There is no evidence that the government-in-exile she leads has a significant following inside Belarus.



For some, the absence of Belarusian political prisoners from the swap highlighted the travails of an exile movement that has been supported with millions of dollars in Western aid, but had trouble making its voice heard either inside Belarus or in Western capitals.



Ms. Tikhanovskaya lost her main advocate inside the U.S. government in 2022 when the tenure of Ambassador Julie Fisher, who had served since 2020 as the U.S. special envoy for Belarus, 
ended
. Based in Vilnius herself, she had been a loud champion of the exiled Belarus opposition.



In an effort to rally support behind Ms. Tikhanovskaya, more than 200 exiled Belarusian activists gathered in Vilnius last week and declared her "national leader" until Belarus holds free and fair elections, or she steps aside.



That gathering did not include supporters of several jailed political leaders who are at odds with Ms. Tikhanovskaya. These include Viktor Babariko, a popular former banker who has been in jail since 2020 and, according to some analysts, would have the best chance of defeating Mr. Lukashenko in a free election. The Belarusian KGB security service arrested him shortly before the 2020 vote to prevent him from running.




A 2020 rally in support of Maria Kolesnikova, who is now in jail in Belarus, and Svetlana Tikhanovskaya and Veronika Tsepkalo, who both fled into exile to escape a brutal crackdown on dissent.




Artyom Schraibman, a Belarusian political analyst now living in Warsaw, lamented that "Belarusian democratic forces" have been "engaging in diplomacy with the West regarding Belarus for many years but have not managed to establish political prisoners as a priority issue." That, he added, meant that prisoners in Belarus "did not become part of the agenda" before last week's swap even though Mr. Lukashenko was involved and had agreed to release a jailed German, Rico Krieger.



While Russian activists abroad have put the fate of jailed compatriots at the center of their lobbying efforts, the Belarus opposition has focused on toppling Mr. Lukashenko.



"Unfortunately, many efforts by democratic forces in recent years have not led to the release of people. For a long time, the priority was regime change, which could lead to the release of all political prisoners," Ms. Kolesnikova's sister said.



Russian exiles, too, see regime change as their ultimate goal but, mindful that this will likely take many years, have lobbied Western governments to try to secure the release of individual prisoners. They played an important role in pushing Washington to take up the cases of jailed Russian dissidents like Vladimir Kara-Murza and Ilya Yashin, two of the Russians released last Thursday.



Insisting in its message to diplomats that "the issue of political prisoners remains a priority," Ms. Tikhanovskaya's office asked Western government to provide money to fund the International Humanitarian Fund for Victims of Repression in Belarus, a body set up to support former and current prisoners and their families.



But that set off grumbling in some quarters that Ms. Tikhanovskaya's team, which already receives lavish financial support from the West, was trying to leverage the prisoner issue to extract more money.
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Fears of Fresh Violence Put Britain on High Alert



Some 6,000 specialist public order police officers have been mobilized across the country amid fears that protests, called for Wednesday night, could lead to further riots.




Police officers on patrol in London, where groups advertised plans to hold an anti-immigration protest on Wednesday.




By Megan Specia


Aug 07, 2024


Thousands of police officers fanned out across Britain on Wednesday amid fears that protests planned by far-right groups would descend into fresh violence after days of anti-immigrant riots shocked the country.



More than a dozen towns and cities across Britain experienced violent unrest over the past week, fueled in part by far-right agitators 
and an online disinformation
 campaign intent on creating disorder after a 
deadly knife attack on a children's event
 in northwestern England. Rioters clashed with the police, set cars alight and targeted mosques and hotels housing asylum seekers.



Far-right groups have called for further protests on Wednesday night, with the BBC reporting that the police were monitoring at least 30 locations. The authorities in places like Kent, Liverpool and Rotherham -- which saw earlier violence -- were on alert. The police in London also 
warned of "events planned by hateful and divisive groups across the capital,"
 and anti-racism groups called for counter protests.



With tensions running high, some 6,000 specialist public-order police officers were mobilized across the country to respond to any disorder. The authorities in several cities and towns stepped up patrols and gave the police extended powers to arrest those intent on causing unrest.



A list circulating on messaging apps and social media showed more than 30 locations that might be targeted by far-right protests. Many were businesses or charities that support asylum seekers and refugees; a number of them closed after the list circulated.



Experts who monitor the far right said it was hard to predict whether the protests planned for Wednesday night would take place -- but that some damage was probably already done.



"Understandably, the wide circulation of this list has caused a great deal of distress, unease and fear," said Joe Mulholland, the director of research for Hope Not Hate, an advocacy group in Britain that researches extremist organizations. "Indeed, this list has been compiled precisely to spread these emotions within Muslim and immigrant communities."



A snap poll published on Wednesday by YouGov found that after the week of disorder, 
nearly half of Britons
 see right-wing extremists as a "big threat," an increase of 15 percentage points in just six months.



But people who said they had voted for Reform UK, the populist anti-immigration party led by Nigel Farage, in last month's election were less likely than others to see right-wing extremists as a major threat: Just 18 percent said they did.



While a vast majority of people polled opposed the riots, 21 percent of Reform UK voters expressed support. 



Prime Minister Keir Starmer warned late on Tuesday that anyone involved in the violence would face "the full force of the law," noting that more than 400 people had already been arrested and around 100 charged.



"That should send a very powerful message," he said, "to anybody involved, either directly or online, that you are likely to be dealt with within a week, and that nobody, nobody, should be involving themselves in this disorder."
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Gunmen Kill New Zealand Pilot in Papua Amid Escalating Violence



Authorities in the Indonesian territory have blamed the killing on a separatist rebel group, which last year was responsible for kidnapping another New Zealand pilot.




Investigators examining a site in Papua Province, where the Indonesian authorities say gunmen killed a pilot from New Zealand, in a photograph taken and released by the Cartenz Peace Task Force on Tuesday.




By Yan Zhuang and Muktita Suhartono


Aug 07, 2024


A New Zealand pilot was killed by gunmen on Monday in the restive Indonesian territory of Papua, where violence between the authorities and separatists has escalated in recent years but where foreign victims are rare.



The Indonesian authorities attributed the killing to the West Papua Liberation Army, an armed pro-independence group in the isolated and impoverished region, the country's easternmost.



Separatists have occasionally used the kidnapping of foreign citizens to draw attention to their decades-long cause and for leverage in negotiations, but the intentional killing of foreigners is extremely rare. The rebel group accused by the authorities of killing Glen Conning, the pilot, on Monday said it was not clear that its fighters were involved.



Mr. Conning, 50, was working for an Indonesian company and ferrying civilians on a helicopter to the remote village of Alama, according to a local police officer. The gunmen captured Mr. Conning after he landed and proceeded to kill him and set his helicopter on fire, 
said
 the official, Faizal Ramadhani, a police general.



But they released the passengers -- four adults, a child and a baby -- because they were local residents, the general said.



Last year, a faction of the West Papua Liberation Army captured another New Zealand pilot and has been holding him hostage since.



The rebels initially threatened to kill that pilot, Phillip Mehrtens, unless Indonesia recognized West Papua's independence, said Damien Kingsbury, an emeritus professor at Deakin University in Australia who acted as an intermediary for part of the negotiations for Mr. Mehrtens's release.



But that was untenable, Mr. Kingsbury said, and the group later switched its focus to negotiating with New Zealand.



He added that foreign pilots who are employed by Indonesian companies are seen as working for the enemy, as they could be involved in transporting Indonesian workers or military personnel into or around West Papua.



Sebby Sambom, the spokesman for the West Papua Liberation Army, said that he had not received any reports from fighters on the ground about Mr. Conning's killing. The rebels have previously warned foreigners not to physically enter into what they describe as a war between Indonesia and the West Papuan separatists.



A former Dutch colony, the two provinces of Papua and West Papua make up the western, Indonesian-controlled half of the island of New Guinea, the world's second-largest island after Greenland. The island's eastern half is the nation of Papua New Guinea.



Indigenous Papuans are ethnically and culturally distinct from Indonesians. But Indonesia, another former Dutch colony, argued that it should take full control of all the territory once controlled by the Dutch in the East Indies and, in 1963, annexed Papua and West Papua. It took full control over the territory after a vote in 1969, which is regarded by many Papuans as rigged since Indonesia rounded up hundreds of tribal leaders and detained them until they agreed to join Indonesia.



Since then, activists have campaigned for the territory's independence, both through a nonviolent movement and armed struggle. The movement is supported by the majority of the Papuans, said Cammi Webb-Gannon, a senior lecturer and the coordinator of the West Papua Project at the University of Wollongong in Australia. The activists complain of the heavy-handed control Indonesian authorities exert over the territory, and the exploitation of the territory's rich natural resources by Indonesians and foreign companies.



Human rights groups have long raised concerns about the heavy Indonesian military presence in the region and the human rights violations against Indigenous Papuans. Groups like Amnesty International have 
documented
 dozens of suspected unlawful killings by security forces and the use of excessive force to handle peaceful protests.



The long-running conflict, which has flared up periodically over the decades, has escalated in the past five or six years, experts said.



In 2018, the West Papuan Liberation Army claimed responsibility for 
killing as many as 24 Indonesian construction workers
, who it claimed were spies for the Indonesian military. The killings prompted the government to send a flood of troops into the region, intensifying the fighting and displacing swathes of locals, Dr. Webb-Gannon said.



In 2019, a wave of protests erupted in Papua in response to reports that students from the region were 
harassed by the police and insulted with racist slurs
 in the East Java city of Surabaya. Some of the protests turned deadly after demonstrators clashed with security forces, and at least 33 people died, 
according to
 Human Rights Watch.
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News Analysis



As Biden's Presidency Wanes, U.S. and Asian Nations Do a Delicate Dance



On an epic trip, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken tried to reassure Asian leaders about American commitments. But China remains the enduring backyard behemoth.




During the trip, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, alongside Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III, injected some confidence into U.S. military alliances with Japan and the Philippines.




By Edward Wong


Aug 07, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken's 
sprint across Asia
 last week -- six nations in six days -- ended with a neigh-borly gesture in Mongolia.



During a traditional outdoor display of wrestling, archery and equestrianism in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia's capital, the prime minister presented Mr. Blinken with a horse.



Mr. Blinken named his new companion Frontier, and the prime minister snapped a horse selfie. It appeared to be a sign of the country's unalloyed bond with the United States, which officials in both countries call a "third neighbor" of Mongolia, an alternative to China and Russia next door.



Other U.S. officials have received gifts of horses from Mongolia -- Celtic was 
given to Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr.
, Victory to President Donald J. Trump and Montana to Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld. And like them, Mr. Blinken did not take his horse home across the Pacific, a reminder that the United States does not actually border Mongolia, the way China and Russia do.



Mongolia operates in a multipolar world, not in the triumphalist moment that America briefly enjoyed in the post-Cold War era.



Just weeks before Mr. Blinken's visit, the nation in the high steppes of Central Asia held an annual peacekeeping exercise, called Khaan Quest, in which it hosted Chinese soldiers, as well as troops from the United States, Turkey, India, Japan, South Korea and Qatar.



It is possibly the only venue in which American and Chinese troops have recently trained together.




"Cooperation with the United States is important for ensuring Mongolia's economic diversification and independence," said Prime Minister Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai of Mongolia.




While many Asian nations are wary of China's military buildup, and sometimes 
clash with Chinese forces
 in disputed waters and territories, they also realize they need to tolerate the People's Liberation Army, whose troops are across the border. Their main hedge is to try to ensure that the United States maintains a strong presence in Asia to counterbalance China. That kind of strategy is what Mongolia calls its third-neighbor policy.



"The United States plays a leading role in Mongolia's third-neighbor policy," the country's foreign minister, Battsetseg Batmunkh, said during a pre-horse news conference with Mr. Blinken on Friday. "Fostering our strategic partnership is not hindered by geographical remoteness."



U.S. foreign policy in Asia is especially complex, defined not by wars but by a careful dance involving China and the other nations across the vast continent. There are no Cold War-style blocs here. While many Asian countries seek greater partnerships with the United States as China's military and economic might grow, they also engage with China, the backyard behemoth.



Mr. Blinken's trip was aimed at strengthening his country's military alliances with Japan and the Philippines, where he appeared with Lloyd J. Austin III, the U.S. defense secretary. (This week, those two officials 
met with
 their 
Australian counterparts
 in Annapolis, Md.) And he sought to reassure the other four nations that he visited -- Laos, Vietnam, Singapore and Mongolia -- that the United States was indeed a Pacific power and here to stay, as President Biden has repeatedly asserted.



Mr. Blinken's trip came as the countries crave comfort from Washington.




"You cannot promote democracy if you don't promote trade," said Chan Heng Chee, Singapore's former ambassador to the United States. "So I get very discouraged when I hear Americans say we can't do trade."




The night before Mr. Blinken flew to Laos, Mr. Biden made a 
televised speech
 explaining why he would not run for re-election. The Democratic nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris, has been a relative cipher on her own foreign policy views, though she is expected to follow the general direction set by Mr. Biden.



In an obvious effort to pay respect to a potential President Harris, the prime minister of Mongolia, Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai, told Mr. Blinken on Friday that he had a "very good meeting" with Ms. Harris in Washington last year and that he wished her the "best of luck for her upcoming elections."



For U.S. allies and partners, Mr. Trump, the Republican challenger, brings even more uncertainty. He has criticized U.S. alliances and threatened to pull out of several important ones.



Mr. Trump has praised Xi Jinping, China's leader, at 
recent rallies
 and 
expressed skepticism
 about U.S. support of Taiwan, the democratic island that the Chinese Communist Party aims to rule.



Mr. Blinken's trip made clear that the United States in many cases is less concerned about ideology than maintaining its power, despite Mr. Biden's emphasis on the value of democracy. Both Laos and Vietnam, like China, are ruled by authoritarian Communist Parties. Yet Mr. Blinken's efforts to strengthen bonds with both nations even included visiting the widow of the recently deceased longtime party chief of Vietnam at her home and lighting incense sticks there to honor the dead leader, Nguyen Phu Trong.



Likewise, while Vietnam's Communist leaders nurture their party's decades-long ties with its ideological counterpart in China, they know too well the persistent history of Chinese attempts to invade Vietnam, most recently in 1979. Like the Philippines and three other Southeast Asian nations, Vietnam is embroiled in territorial disputes with China over the South China Sea and is aware of the potential for an armed conflict.



At a meeting with Mr. Blinken in Hanoi, Vietnam's president and new party chief, To Lam, noted that his predecessor, Mr. Nguyen, had "always wanted to elevate the relationship with the United States."




In a photo released by the Vietnam News Agency, Mr. Blinken paid his respects to the family of Nguyen Phu Trong, the Communist Party leader who died last month, at the family home in Hanoi.




Mr. Blinken, alongside Mr. Austin, injected some confidence into U.S. military alliances with Japan and the Philippines. The officials announced a new 
joint-force command
 in Japan and 
pledged $500 million
 to the Philippines to help modernize its military.



However, Mr. Blinken had less to offer in terms of new economic engagement in the region. Ever since the United States under Mr. Trump backed out of 
an ambitious regional free trade pact
 that President Barack Obama had led in shaping, Asian nations have wondered whether Americans are serious about competing economically with China, the top trade partner for many of them.



On a visit to Tokyo in 2022, Mr. Biden announced a new regional trade initiative called the 
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
, but Asian leaders have been skeptical of how robust that will be. Officials have announced some progress on work force training, the promotion of green technology and a few other elements, but they are still negotiating over trade.



Asian leaders are all too aware that both the Republican and Democratic Parties are distancing themselves from free trade, which had helped bolster the region's economies in recent decades.



In a public conversation with Mr. Blinken in the Asian Civilizations Museum in Singapore, Chan Heng Chee, who served as ambassador to the United States for 16 years, took the Biden administration to task for this.



"You cannot promote democracy if you don't promote trade," she said. "So I get very discouraged when I hear Americans say we can't do trade."



Mr. Blinken argued that the United States was the biggest source of foreign direct investment across Southeast Asia and the biggest recipient of foreign direct investment from the region. America is a "great trading nation," he said, but must ensure that "the trade works for our working people, that it works for our companies, that it works for our societies."



He pointed out that state subsidies gave Chinese companies an unfair market advantage in the global system of free trade.



"Certainly," Ms. Chan said. "But we hope that the way countries respond would not be through protectionist measures, more protectionist measures."



Mr. Blinken and his American colleagues have also struggled to convince their Chinese counterparts that they are not trying to contain China or suppress its rise. His trip along an arc of countries around China and the military talks in Japan and the Philippines have no doubt reinforced the notion of U.S. containment in Beijing.




Mr. Blinken with Gen. Romeo Brawner, the chief of staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, in Quezon City.




At the start of his trip, Mr. Blinken was already setting off alarm bells among Chinese diplomats. He met one on one with Wang Yi, China's top foreign policy official, on July 27 on the sidelines of an annual conference of foreign ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in Vientiane, Laos. The meeting was cordial as they talked about potential areas of cooperation, including climate change, countering the fentanyl trade and keeping high-level military communications open.



But according to a Chinese Foreign Ministry summary of the meeting, Mr. Wang told Mr. Blinken that China would not submit to "pressure and blackmail" and that the United States had intensified "its containment and suppression of China."



Mr. Blinken got a warmer reception in Mongolia, his last stop.



The prime minister, Mr. Luvsannamsrai, said he valued the partnership with America on reinforcing democratic values, the rule of law and a market economy, as well as on the potential of the United States to help Mongolia move away from its dependence on mineral extraction for wealth.



"Cooperation with the United States is important for ensuring Mongolia's economic diversification and independence," he said.



And then he gave Mr. Blinken the horse. For more than a week, Mr. Blinken and his colleagues had debated what name to give it -- Secretariat of State, U.S. of Neigh and Pony Blinken were among the contenders -- before settling on Frontier. A horse handler led him away as Mr. Blinken left for the airport under storm clouds to fly home.
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Court Disbands Thailand's Most Popular Political Party



Since the Move Forward Party won the last election with a call for change, conservative forces have kept it out of power. Now, it no longer exists.




Pita Limjaroenrat, the Move Forward Party's former leader, in Parliament in Bangkok on Wednesday.




By Sui-Lee Wee


Aug 07, 2024


The party was dismissed by the establishment as too liberal, too radical, even revolutionary. But it scored a stunning victory in Thailand's election last year, as millions of voters delivered a rebuke to the country's monarchy, its military and its moneyed elite.



The old guard reacted swiftly, moving to crush its most formidable challenger in decades. Conservative politicians prevented the Move Forward Party's leader from becoming prime minister and engineered a coalition that kept the party out of power.



On Wednesday, their quest to reverse the election results seemed complete: Move Forward was disbanded by Thailand's Constitutional Court over charges that the party's proposals to water down a stringent royal defamation law were an attempt to overthrow the monarchy. The court also barred from politics for a decade 11 party members and executives, including 
Pita Limjaroenrat
, its former leader and prime ministerial candidate.



But stamping out the party could reignite the discontent that fueled its rise in the first place.



Breaking up Move Forward would not end the progressive movement's "journey to change Thailand," Mr. Pita said in Parliament in April. On the contrary, he said, it could "make us reach the victory line" even faster.



In an interview around that time, Mr. Pita said the old guard's intentions were clear. "This is trying to get rid of opposition," he said. "And without opposition, there's no democracy."



In Thailand, which has had a dozen coups in the past century, elections are often meant to provide a junta with a veneer of democracy. The vote in May of last year, held after nearly a decade of stultifying military rule, was expected to be no different.



In recent decades, Thai politics have been dominated by clashes between the entrenched royalist-military establishment and forces allied to former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, a populist billionaire. Another tycoon, Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, shook the status quo several years ago, with calls for reducing the military's influence in politics and equitably distributing wealth. But his Future Forward Party ran afoul of the junta and was disbanded in 2020.



That catalyzed a wave of anti-junta protests. Many young people openly criticized the king's lavish wealth, a topic previously thought of as taboo. Dozens were punished under Thailand's draconian lese-majeste law, which makes it a crime to criticize the king or certain members of his family.




A police officer stands guard near a portrait of Thailand's king during antigovernment protests in Bangkok in 2020.




Move Forward effectively succeeded the Future Forward Party. It tapped into that anti-establishment sentiment during last year's election. The party campaigned on proposals to shrink the army's budget, abolish conscription and break up big businesses like Thailand's alcohol monopoly. And it called for weakening the lese-majeste law -- a demand that would eventually lead to its undoing.



Move Forward's victory at the polls was remarkable and unexpected. It captured a broad swath of support across age groups and regions, winning in places like Phuket, once a military and conservative stronghold, and Bangkok, the capital.



Its platform included legalizing same-sex marriage and establishing a $13 daily minimum wage. Unlike other political parties in Thailand, which depend on rich megadonors, it relied on smaller donations from the public so it could stay independent.



It also had a consistent message: that it would never cooperate with the generals who seized power in the 2014 coup. It embraced several young protesters who participated in the 2020 demonstrations in Bangkok, integrating them into the party.



Move Forward called for reducing the jail terms of people who had violated the lese-majeste law and making the Bureau of the Royal Household the only agency allowed to bring suits under the law. Currently, any Thai citizen can file such complaints, and Move Forward said the law was being used as a political weapon.



More than 270 people have been charged under the law since 2020, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, a watchdog.



Mr. Pita, a charismatic Harvard graduate and an astute user of social media, said his party's proposals were a "middle path." He pointed out that a former prime minister, Abhisit Vejjajiva, had agreed to look into reforming the lese-majeste law in 2009. But Thai royalists argued that amending it could eventually lead to abolishing the monarchy altogether.




A demonstration in Bangkok in support of Move Forward last summer.




Move Forward's platform put it on a collision course with Thailand's two dominant institutions, the military and the palace -- both of which have "consolidated their powers" to an unprecedented level, according to Thongchai Winichakul, a Thai historian and emeritus professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.



"In their view, M.F.P. is the enemy that they have to get rid of as soon as possible," Mr. Thongchai said, using an acronym for Move Forward.



Move Forward had its share of critics. Detractors have called party officials "childish" or "too radical." Some analysts questioned whether it had the mettle to govern the country.



But the royalist-military order saw the party as a threat. First, a military-appointed Senate blocked Mr. Pita from becoming prime minister. Then, Move Forward lost a coalition partner, Pheu Thai, a party founded by Mr. Thaksin, which started an alliance with conservative and military-backed parties.



That pushed Move Forward into the opposition. A few months later, in January, the Constitutional Court ruled that Move Forward's campaign to weaken the royal defamation law was 
tantamount to treason
.



In February, Mr. Pita, along with senior leaders from the now-defunct Future Forward, was handed a suspended two-year sentence after being found guilty of organizing a protest in 2019. He was effectively banned from the premiership for two years.



Move Forward's political troubles did not appear to dent its popularity. A poll of 2,000 people conducted in March by Thailand's National Institute of Development Administration, a graduate school and research agency, found that Mr. Pita was their top pick for prime minister, and 48.5 percent of them said they would vote for Move Forward if the election were held that day.



Muktita Suhartono
 contributed reporting.
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Arab and Western Nations Urge Restraint as Israel-Iran Tensions Simmer



Trying to head off a Middle East war, several countries are pressing Iran to temper its retaliation for the assassination of a Hamas leader in Tehran.




A banner showing the Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh, left, who was killed in an assassination last week, joining hands with Iran's new president, Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, on Monday.




By Adam Rasgon, Ben Hubbard, Matthew Mpoke Bigg and Michael Levenson


Aug 07, 2024


Arab and Western countries, seeking to head off a major regional conflict in the Middle East, are urging Iran to show restraint after it vowed to attack Israel in retaliation for the killing of Hamas's political leader in Tehran last week.



The diplomatic push by Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which have close ties to Washington, came as the United States, France and other countries have also been trying to lower tensions in the Middle East and renew stalled efforts to achieve a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.



Anxiety across the region has been running high since an explosion in Tehran -- widely attributed to Israel -- 
killed Hamas's political chief, Ismail Haniyeh,
 on July 31, just hours 
after an Israeli airstrike
 in Lebanon killed a top Hezbollah commander, Fuad Shukr.



Iran and Hezbollah in Lebanon have vowed to retaliate for both killings. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has promised, in turn, to "exact a heavy price for any act of aggression against us, from whatever quarter."



Hezbollah, the most powerful of Iran's proxy forces, and Israel have been trading almost daily fire across the Israel-Lebanon border for months, and Israeli officials have suggested that an invasion of Lebanon could be coming, a prospect the White House and others have tried tamp down. A full-fledged war between Israel and Hezbollah, or one involving Iran directly, would be even more dangerous and destabilizing to the region.



As the region girds for the possibility of a wider war, Jordan's foreign minister, Ayman al-Safadi, has met twice over the last week with senior Iranian officials, including the newly elected Iranian president, Masoud Pezeshkian, in a rare visit to Tehran.



"Jordan informed the Iranian brothers of its message in a clear manner," Muhannad al-Mubaidin, Jordan's minister of government communications, said in an interview. "We will not allow for our airspace or land to be used for any purpose. We are not willing to be a battlefield."




Mourners carrying the coffin of Amin Badreddine, a Hezbollah fighter, during his funeral in Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, on Wednesday.




Saudi Arabia on Wednesday convened an emergency meeting of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, a forum of Muslim countries, where the Saudi deputy foreign minister, Waleed El-Khereiji, called the assassination of Mr. Haniyeh a "blatant violation" of Iran's sovereignty -- the strongest official statement the kingdom has made on the killing. 



"We have called for de-escalation by all parties involved and an immediate end to Israel's war in Gaza," he said. He added
 
that the kingdom called on the international community to force Israel to "bear responsibility for its crimes," including attacks on Palestinian civilians. 



Saudi Arabia and Iran have recently taken steps to improve their antagonistic relationship, and they have been aligned -- along with many other Muslim nations -- in opposing Israel's conduct in Gaza.



In April, Jordan 
helped the United States and other allies intercept missiles and drones
 fired by Iran at Israel, after senior Iranian military officers were killed in an airstrike on Iran's embassy complex in Damascus, Syria. That strike was widely attributed to Israel, where some officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, have acknowledged responsibility.



But Jordan also has millions of citizens of Palestinian origin, including many who fiercely oppose helping Israel.



"Jordan has to strike a very delicate balance," said Saud al-Sharafat, a former brigadier general in Jordan's intelligence service and director of the Shorufat Center for Globalization and Terrorism Studies, in Amman, Jordan. "It's like walking on a tightrope."




In Deir al-Balah, in the central Gaza Strip, on Wednesday.




On Friday, the United States said it had ordered 
more combat aircraft and warships
 capable of shooting down missiles and drones to the Middle East in response to threats from Iran and its proxies.



President Emmanuel Macron of France spoke to the Iranian president, Mr. Pezeshkian, on Wednesday, and urged him to "do everything in his power to avoid a new military escalation, which would be in nobody's interest, including Iran's, and which would cause lasting damage to regional stability," the French government said.



Qatar's prime minister, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, told Antony J. Blinken, the U.S. secretary of state, that he had spoken on Monday to Iran's foreign minister, Ali Bagheri Kani, about the need for restraint, according to an official familiar with the matter who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.



The Qatari prime minister also told Mr. Blinken that Qatar had delivered a similar plea to Hezbollah, which says it is fighting Israel in support of Hamas. Israel invaded Gaza after Hamas led the deadly attack on Israel on Oct. 7, and Hezbollah has said it would halt hostilities with Israel once that war ends.



On Tuesday, Egypt's foreign minister, Badr Abdelatty, called Mr. Bagheri Kani, as part of his country's effort to "contain the escalation in the region," the Egyptian foreign ministry said in a statement.



Hamas's selection of Yahya Sinwar, its hard-line leader in Gaza and a planner of the Oct. 7 attacks, to replace Mr. Haniyeh as the head of its political wing refocused attention on his decisive role in the negotiations to achieve a cease-fire in Gaza and free the hostages there.




Yahya Sinwar, the head of Hamas in Gaza, in Gaza City last year.




Mr. Sinwar has made no public appearances since the start of the war and is believed to be hiding in tunnels underneath Gaza to evade the Israeli military, which has vowed to kill him. Despite that, he is thought to have been dictating Hamas's position in the cease-fire talks.



"He isn't going to make any more concessions," said Mkhaimar Abusada, a professor of political science who taught at Al-Azhar University in Gaza and is now living in Cairo. "He knows more than anyone else that the hostages are the only card he has."



American officials have blamed Mr. Sinwar for holding up a cease-fire deal.



"As the chief decision maker, he needs to decide now to take this deal, to get a cease-fire in place, to get some of those hostages home, and to get us all an opportunity to get more humanitarian assistance in," John F. Kirby, a spokesman for the U.S. National Security Council, said on Wednesday.



But Mr. Netanyahu has also taken a hard line, saying last week that he wanted to put 
more military pressure
 on Hamas to extract more concessions from the group. He has shrugged off U.S. pressure to end the war, saying that Israel must destroy Hamas as a fighting and governing force. Some Israelis whose relatives were kidnapped on that day have protested Mr. Netanyahu's stance, saying he should make a deal.



On Wednesday, the Israeli military ordered new evacuation orders for parts of northern Gaza that were among the first to be overrun by its invasion last fall. For several months, Israeli forces have been returning to places they had previously seized and devastated, as Hamas fighters regroup there.




An Israeli tank maneuvering near the Israel-Gaza border on Wednesday.




Hamas's decision to promote Mr. Sinwar only added to the anxiety of some Palestinians in Gaza. Some said he was not likely to agree to a cease-fire that would stop the Israeli offensive that has killed more than 39,000 people in the enclave, according to Gaza's health officials.



Mr. Sinwar is "the most obstinate man I have ever seen," and has been "willing to do anything for the sake of the movement's survival," said Husam al-Khateeb, a 45-year-old technician at a local radio station in Deir al Balah, in central Gaza.



He said that a solution to the conflict and an end to the war could only come from Iran, its proxies and the United States.



Nisreen Sabouh, a 37-year-old displaced mother of four, said she had hoped that the killing of Mr. Haniyeh would allow Israel to declare that it was closer to its stated goal of destroying Hamas.



"But now, with Sinwar taking over, I don't believe this will bring the negotiations to a better place," she said. Mr. Sinwar, she added, "is tough and everyone knows that."



Others said Mr. Sinwar's particular role was irrelevant, given the scale of the misery and destruction in Gaza.



"I don't care who Hamas chooses to lead the movement inside or outside," said Safaa Oda, 39, a cartoonist from the southern city of Rafah who was has been living in a tent in Khan Younis.



"What we need is a cease-fire," she said. Mr. Sinwar's appointment, she added, will make the suffering in Gaza "worse than ever before."



Reporting was contributed by 
Bilal Shbair
, 
Hiba Yazbek
, 
Abu Bakr Bashir
, 
Vivian Yee
, 
Ephrat Livni
,  
Aurelien Breeden
, 
Vivian Nereim
 and 
Anushka Patil
.
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Fear Stalks Israel's Communities on the Front Lines With Lebanon



As tensions again escalate with Hezbollah, Israelis face the prospect of another "lost year" in the evacuated north.




A soldier enters a bomb shelter in the evacuated Kibbutz Snir in northern Israel, near the border with Lebanon. 




By Isabel Kershner


Aug 07, 2024


For months, Erez Bergman had been working to encourage the evacuated residents of northern Israel, near the border with Lebanon, to return to their homes, with the hope that children could return to their schools this fall and residents could fix up the damage wrought by Hezbollah's missiles and drones.



Like 80,000 other Israelis from the north, Mr. Bergman, 51, his wife Maya and their three school-age children left their house in Kibbutz Snir last October, after the Israeli government decided to distance residents from the northern border -- 
the first such mass evacuation of the area
 in Israel's history.



Following the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks and Israel's bombardment of Gaza, Hezbollah was firing rockets into northern Israel and the Israeli military was hitting back, leading to months of tit-for-tat attacks that hit villages and towns in both southern Lebanon and northern Israel.



In April, the Bergmans decided to return to Snir, a cooperative village in the picturesque Galilee Panhandle, a finger of Israeli territory that juts upward along the border. But in late July they had to leave again -- for how long this time, they don't know -- as tensions between Israel and Hezbollah reached their highest level in months. Mr. Bergman and other northern residents now say they feel as if they may be looking at "another lost year."



Before the latest escalation in violence, Mr. Bergman had been spearheading a "Coming Home" project on behalf of the local council with the aim of bringing as many of the evacuees as possible back for the start of the new school year on Sept. 1. He came back with his family "out of Zionism," he said in mid-July, sitting at the family's dining table with a panoramic view of southern Lebanon.




Erez Bergman and his daughter Ella at their home in Kibbutz Snir. After more than six months in temporary accommodations further south, the Bergman family returned to their house, only to evacuate again in recent weeks. 




He was hoping to revive his largely abandoned community and others in the area, which have long embodied Israeli sovereignty and resilience.



Or to put it more plainly, he said, "We were fed up being in hotels."



Mr. Bergman, speaking after a night of heavy barrages, said that the family was already been having misgivings about their decision to return home.



Days later, a missile landed at the bottom of the Bergman's back yard, blowing out all the windows and causing damage inside the house. Luckily, nobody was home at the time.



Half of Snir is in the direct lines of sight of Hezbollah strongholds in south Lebanon, leaving it exposed. Between the booms, an eerie silence prevailed. Snir's clinic and grocery store were not functioning. Mr. Bergman said it was "like living in a graveyard."



The family was not able to sit out on their back terrace, and were living in a permanent twilight, keeping the curtains and blinds closed.



On July 23, Israel's education minister, Yoav Kish, announced that the risk was too great and that schools in the evacuated zone, within three miles of the border, would not reopen this September.



Then, on July 27, a rocket from Lebanon 
killed 12 children
 in the Druze Arab village of Majdal Shams in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. Israel subsequently assassinated Fuad Shukr, a senior Hezbollah commander, in Beirut. And the leader of Hezbollah, Hassan Nasrallah, threatened retaliation for Mr. Shukr's killing, fueling fears in both Israel and Lebanon that the cross-border hostilities could spiral into all-out war.




An empty playground in Kibbutz Snir. In a sign that the risk to residents is still too great, Israel's education minister said schools in the evacuated zone, within three miles of the border, will not reopen this September.




About a week ago, the Bergmans left again, going to stay in Kibbutz Beit Alfa, 70 miles to the south. Speaking later by phone, Mr. Bergman said they are now reconsidering their own future in Snir. They would see how things developed and were waiting out the coming storm, he said.



Communities like Snir were established decades ago by hardy pioneers who came to work the border lands and establish Israeli sovereignty up to the last inch of territory. Their fate is uncertain. Once government funding for temporary, alternative accommodations runs out, community leaders fear that those who do move back will be the financially weaker residents who have fewer options, and that many young families won't return at all.



In the Galilee Panhandle, the summer months are usually filled with vacationers kayaking in the cool waters of the Jordan River and its tributaries. Many villages in the area offer holiday accommodation and would normally be earning good income from tourism.




"We want to make sure that the children coming back here will have a better childhood," Lior Shelef, a member of Snir's emergency team, said.




This year, the hillsides, orchards and fields are a checkerboard of dry, scorched earth, a result of bush fires, mostly set off by Hezbollah's frequent attacks.



This close to the border, there is practically no warning time for incoming fire. Typically, the sirens go off after the projectiles already have been intercepted or have struck. The residents hear the roar of the rocket engines and see the drones as they fly overhead. The Bergmans' house has a fortified safe room, but many do not.



Since Oct. 7, at least 22 Israeli soldiers and a similar number of civilians have been killed by Hezbollah's barrages from Lebanon. More than 460 people in Lebanon 
have been killed
 by Israeli fire. Most were militants, but more than 100 were civilians, including 12 children and 21 health workers, according to the U.N. and Lebanon's Health Ministry.



Many of the Israelis left in the front line communities belong to the armed local emergency teams, now serving under the auspices of the military reserves.




Ice cream coolers outside the closed grocery store in Kibbutz Snir. Half of the kibbutz is in the direct lines of sight of Hezbollah strongholds in south Lebanon, leaving it exposed




A member of Snir's emergency team, Lior Shelef, 48, said in mid-July that he was the only person left on his street.



Born and raised in Snir, Mr. Shelef remembered sleeping in a bomb shelter for three years as a child, during Israel's first war in Lebanon in the 1980s.



"We want to make sure that the children coming back here will have a better childhood," he said, adding that while his own family, living in a hotel a half-hour's drive south, was not about to return, "We will never give up our home."



Some Israelis say they want to see military action that would permanently distance Hezbollah forces from the border. But like some others here, Mr. Shelef seemed ambivalent about the need for an all-out conflict with Hezbollah in Lebanon, which would likely be devastating for both countries. In the end, he said, quiet will only be restored by means of a diplomatic resolution "with a war or without a war."



Kfar Szold, a kibbutz that has not been evacuated, is a few minutes drive from Snir. Many of its members left anyway, soon after Oct. 7. But they did not receive government funding for alternative accommodation, and gradually, many have returned.




Nitai Galili and her 1-year-old son Oren in kibbutz Kfar Szold, which has not been evacuated.




Nitai Galili, 31, a naturopath and resident of Kfar Szold, spent six weeks in Portugal after Oct. 7 before coming home. The mother of a one-year-old, she said she felt "a constant existential fear."



One barrage of rockets recently hit the road outside the kibbutz, narrowly missing two cars.



"You can last it out for a month or so," Asaf Langleben, 49, the chairman of Kfar Szold, said, "but there's no end in sight."
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As Iran Braces for War, Its Citizens Are Kept in the Dark



Iranians say they have not been told how to prepare should broad hostilities break out between their country and Israel.




A billboard in Tehran showing Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas leader who was assassinated last week, with Iran's newly elected president, Masoud Pezeshkian. 




By Farnaz Fassihi and Leily Nikounazar


Aug 07, 2024


All government agencies and offices were closed Wednesday in Tehran, and in 13 provinces, including some along the western and eastern borders, hours for government offices were limited to 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.



Iran also issued a notice to civilian aviation, warning that "gunfire will take place" for several hours on Wednesday night and into Thursday over parts of the country.



As Iran prepares to follow through on its vow to "severely punish" Israel over the assassination of the Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran last week, it is raising war jitters among the public. Yet there were few, if any, signs on the streets of Tehran and other cities that a conflict may be looming.



The government said that the shutdown on Wednesday occurred merely because of extreme heat (the temperature in Tehran was expected to reach 108 on Wednesday) and that the closings of airspace were for military exercises.



But the explanations belie the statements from officials that, as the acting foreign minister, Ali Bagheri, told state media on Tuesday, "Iran's response will be definitive and severe."



While the time and scope of Iran's response remain unclear -- whether it will act alone or in coordination with regional militias like Hezbollah in Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen -- the disconnect between the escalating rhetoric and the nonchalance about preparing the public is striking.



"We are in the dark, clinging to news programs on satellite television to figure out what is happening because our officials are not telling us anything," said Maliheh, 66, a retiree in Tehran. Like others interviewed by telephone for this article, she asked that her surname be withheld for fear of retribution by the authorities.




Commuters in Tehran last month.




The government has not issued any directives about what citizens should do if Israel responds with counterstrikes: no temporary shelters; no air raid drills; no warnings to stock up on emergency supplies; and no contingency plans for hospitals in the event of a strike.



"The answer is nothing, zero," said Ehsan, a 41-year-old business owner in Tehran, when asked if he had heard of any public safety instructions. "The people are an afterthought in our country."



On social media and in interviews in several cities, Iranians said they were anxious and confused.



"The situation is beyond our tolerance," said Parisa, 37, an artist in Tehran,. "Many people who never wanted to leave the country are now thinking about immigration. Everyone is sad, aggressive and worried."



But some others questioned whether the war chatter was justified, doubting that an Israeli counterstrike to whatever Iran decides to do would disrupt daily routines or critical services such as electricity and water.



Mostafa, 36, a computer engineer in Rasht in northwest Iran, criticized the government's support for militant groups in the region, saying it placed Iran in Israel's crosshairs. Still, Mostafa said, he did not believe an all-out war was coming. "It will be a remote war and in the form of destroying specific targets," he said. "So I am not that worried."



Others said they were already emotionally exhausted from months of tumultuous events, each enough on its own to unnerve a nation, including a terrorist attack claimed by ISIS that killed over 200 people; exchanges of missile strikes with neighboring countries; nearly going to the brink of war with the United States and Israel; and the death of the president and foreign minister in a helicopter crash.



In the past week, the already battered currency plunged anew against the dollar while the stock market tumbled.



"We are just sick and tired of waking up every day to news that someone died, something blew up, the price of the dollar went up, and recently we have to worry about going to war every few months," said Behdad, 39, of Tehran, who said his import-export business was suffering as a result.



Domestic challenges have also roiled the nation.



A widely circulated video showing female police officers beating two teenage girls and dragging them into a van because they were not wearing the hijab has stirred outrage. Many Iranians are calling for the newly elected reformist president, 
Masoud Pezeshkian
, to fulfill his campaign promise to women and end enforcement of the mandatory hijab. (The video was shot in late June, before the presidential election.)



Lone voices have emerged among political analysts cautioning against heading into a conflict that could quickly spin out of control. Ahmad Zeidabadi, a reformist,  said in a post on Telegram that while Israeli analysts and journalists openly debated the various consequences of a confrontation with Iran, nobody in Iran dared offer a similar honest reckoning and risk assessment.



"If someone says just one word -- 'Be careful and be cautious, and don't jump in the water recklessly' -- he would be ambushed and accused of supporting Zionism and being in cahoots with America," Mr. Zeidabadi wrote.
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How Kamala Harris Trusted Her Gut and Picked Tim Walz



The ambitious Josh Shapiro asked about his role as vice president. The battle-tested Mark Kelly was already seen as a third option. And the go-lucky Mr. Walz promised to do anything for the team.




Vice President Kamala Harris and Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota at their first rally together on Tuesday in Philadelphia. He had appeared to be a long shot for her running mate when her surprise elevation began just weeks ago but emerged as a top contender.




By Shane Goldmacher, Katie Rogers, Reid J. Epstein and Katie Glueck


Aug 07, 2024


Follow live updates on the 
2024 election
.



When Vice President Kamala Harris gathered some of her closest advisers in the dining room of the Naval Observatory on Saturday, they had more choices than time.



Her team had just wrapped up the fastest, most intensive vetting of potential running mates in modern history, a blitz of paperwork and virtual interviews that had concluded only on Friday. The advisers were there to present their findings on a list that still technically ran six deep to Ms. Harris, who had less than 72 hours to sift through it to make her final decision.



One by one, the circle of her most trusted confidants ran through the pros and cons of each possible No. 2. The sessions went long enough to be broken up with sandwiches and salads as the team eventually focused on the three men she would meet the next day for what would prove to be pivotal in-person interviews: Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona and Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania.



Polls had been conducted. Focus groups had been commissioned. Records reviewed. And the upshot, Ms. Harris was told, was this: She could win the White House with any of the three finalists by her side.



It was the rarest of political advice for a political leader at the crossroads of such a consequential decision. And for Ms. Harris, a vice president who had 
spent much of her tenure
 trying to quietly establish herself without running afoul of President Biden, the advice was freeing rather than constricting. 



She could pick whomever she wanted.



On Tuesday, she did just that, 
revealing Mr. Walz as her running mate
 after the two struck up an easy rapport in a Sunday sit-down at her residence, forming a fresh partnership that will define the Democratic Party in 2024 and potentially beyond. The story of how Ms. Harris came to pick Mr. Walz was told through conversations with about a dozen people involved in the selection process, many of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe deliberations and discussions that were intended to remain private.



For Ms. Harris, it was an instinctive reaction to an instant connection rather than a data-driven exercise that many had expected would elevate Mr. Shapiro, the popular governor of Pennsylvania, the nation's most important battleground state. But her team's polling did not suggest that either Mr. Shapiro or Mr. Kelly would bring a decisive advantage to their crucial home states.



"She wanted someone who understood the role, someone she had a connection with and someone who brought contrast to the ticket," said Cedric Richmond, a former White House adviser who was part of Ms. Harris's selection team.



Mr. Shapiro had privately appeared more circumspect about the vice presidency, according to multiple people familiar with the selection process, asking about his role and responsibilities. Mr. Shapiro, 51, is widely seen as harboring his own presidential ambitions, which could have complicated any relationship where his chief job would be to serve as a dutiful No. 2.



In contrast,
 
Ms. Harris would later describe Mr. Walz -- who explicitly told her not to pick him if he could not help her win -- as "joyful" and willing to do anything for the team.



"He's just so open," Ms. Harris marveled privately after her meeting with Mr. Walz, according to one person with knowledge of her comments. "I really like him."



Appearing 
on Tuesday in Philadelphia at his first rally
, Mr. Walz said at several points that Ms. Harris had infused joy into her campaign, reinforcing the idea that both of them want this race to feel invigorating and not like a white-knuckled slog to November.



"Thank you, Madam Vice President," Mr. Walz said in his opening remarks. "Thank you for bringing back the joy."




At the rally on Tuesday, Mr. Walz said at several points that Ms. Harris had infused joy into her campaign.




The shadowy Democratic mini-primary



Ms. Harris, who had been a presidential candidate for only two weeks and two days when she made her choice, sought input from a range of party leaders, including Mr. Biden, former President Barack Obama, former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. The Clintons saw Ms. Harris at a funeral in Texas last week and have stayed in regular touch, according to two people familiar with their conversations. Mr. Obama has also been an informal adviser.



From the start, Ms. Harris had been looking to balance the ticket just as she had four years ago. She is a history-making Black and South Asian woman from coastal California. The final shortlist was composed entirely of white men, most of them from the nation's interior.



Ms. Harris had bypassed a Democratic primary race, 
securing the nomination almost seamlessly and instantly
 after Mr. Biden stepped aside. But in some ways the vice-presidential sweepstakes had played out as a primary in miniature: progressives lining up with the folksy Mr. Walz and his liberal accomplishments in Minnesota, while pragmatists drooled over Mr. Shapiro's soaring approval ratings and Mr. Kelly's sterling astronaut-turned-senator resume.



Mr. Shapiro was a favorite of many insiders, with a rhetorical flourish reminiscent -- 
some say too reminiscent
 -- of Mr. Obama. Mr. Kelly was battle-tested in a Sun Belt swing state, campaigning comfortably in a fighter-pilot jacket affixed with the Navy and NASA seals.



By comparison, Mr. Walz had just burst onto the scene by coining the party's latest catchphrase, calling Donald J. Trump and his running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, 
"weird."



Bakari Sellers, a Democratic strategist who is close to the Harris operation, said there was an advantage in avoiding political risk.



"There is something to be said for 'do no harm,'" Mr. Sellers said of the Walz selection. Jamal Simmons, Ms. Harris's former communications director as vice president, called Mr. Walz "cuddly" on CNN.



Republicans were gleeful that Ms. Harris had bypassed Mr. Shapiro, and they 
quickly sought to tag Mr. Walz as a left-winger from Minnesota
, circulating images of unrest in the state after the 2020 murder of George Floyd. "Tim Walz will unleash hell on Earth!" the Trump campaign wrote in a fund-raising email.



But Ms. Harris and her advisers saw strengths in Mr. Walz's low-profile biography, according to people close to the process. They believed he had potential appeal to the blue-wall states that are at the center of her presidential bid. He is a veteran who served in the Army National Guard, a former football coach, a hunter and a gun owner and someone who once won a House seat in a district carried by Mr. Trump.



As a high school teacher in the 1990s, Mr. Walz sponsored a gay-straight alliance and 
has said
 it was important at that time for the sponsor to be "the football coach, who was the soldier and was straight and was married." When he won his House seat in 2006 in a conservative district, he ran on support for same-sex marriage.



To Ms. Harris and her advisers, his biography all but amounted to an appealing checklist: "Governor. Veteran. Coach. Teacher," Jen O'Malley Dillon, the campaign chair, 
wrote on X
. "Winner."




Mr. Walz speaking to students at Mankato West High School in 2007, shortly after being elected to Congress. He was a teacher and a football coach at the school before running for office.




Weighing and whittling the field



Ms. Harris and Mr. Walz do not have an extensive history together. But Mr. Walz did join her on 
her trip to an abortion clinic in Minnesota
 in March -- the first such visit by a sitting vice president -- where she praised him as a "great friend and adviser."



"We have to be a nation that trusts women," Ms. Harris said that day.



Ms. Harris is expected to make abortion rights a centerpiece of her campaign against Mr. Trump, and Mr. Walz has his own reproductive story, describing how he and his wife, Gwen, went through 
in vitro fertilization
 before having their daughter.



"We named her Hope," Mr. Walz said in Philadelphia.



As Ms. Harris was deliberating, she saw something else, too: an affable potential governing partner with deep relationships on Capitol Hill and in statehouses nationwide. Mr. Walz currently serves as chairman of the Democratic Governors Association.



"It says to the heartland of America, 'You're not a flyover zone for us -- we're all together in this,'" Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, said in a brief interview on Tuesday. She said she had not spoken with Ms. Harris during the process, though she hailed the outcome: "House members are thrilled."



Mr. Shapiro, Mr. Walz and others campaigned hard for the post, in public and private.



Both Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Walz called Democratic members of Congress and other influential stakeholders, including Randi Weingarten, the influential head of the American Federation of Teachers. Ms. Weingarten relayed to the Harris team that her labor union, which has at times had disagreements with Mr. Shapiro, would support whomever she would pick.



While Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Walz were cordial about each other, their allies were less polite.



Progressive Democrats who wanted Mr. Walz to be the pick 
debated the appropriateness of labeling Mr. Shapiro "Genocide Josh,"
 an epithet some in the discussion viewed as antisemitic given that he has had nothing to do with American foreign policy toward Israel, and circulated his decades-old and since-disavowed college writings about the Middle East. Mr. Shapiro's supporters dismissed Mr. Walz as someone who would not deliver any state to bring Ms. Harris closer to the White House.



Going into the weekend, Ms. Harris's choice was anything but a foregone conclusion.



On Friday, a small group of her allies conducted pre-interviews with a group of six finalists. The questioners included Marty Walsh, who had served as Mr. Biden's labor secretary; Mr. Richmond, a campaign co-chair; Tony West, Ms. Harris's brother-in-law; Dana Remus, a former White House counsel; and Senator Catherine Cortez Masto of Nevada.



The finalists included 
Pete Buttigieg
, the transportation secretary, and two other Democratic governors: 
Andy Beshear of Kentucky
 and 
JB Pritzker of Illinois
. During those interviews, vetting materials, which included questions on everything from past political decisions to details on their personal lives, were reviewed with the candidates. At one point in his interview, Mr. Walz volunteered that he had never previously used a teleprompter, according to one person involved in the process.



The content of those interviews became the grist for presentations that a wider group of advisers delivered to Ms. Harris on Saturday.



In high-stakes situations like these, people who know Ms. Harris said, the vice president has long tended to pepper her advisers with questions. It is not uncommon for her to spend time deliberating before returning to her advisers with a fresh set of queries.



Nathan Barankin, who served as Ms. Harris's top aide in the Senate and as her chief deputy attorney general in California, said the truncated timeline had worked to her benefit.



"Having unbounded time can lead to analysis paralysis," Mr. Barankin said. "There is nothing about this campaign that can tolerate that."



Critical moments came on Sunday, when Ms. Harris met Mr. Shapiro, Mr. Kelly and Mr. Walz in separate interviews at the vice president's residence.




Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania during a rally for Ms. Harris in Philadelphia last month. He was one of three final vice-presidential contenders whom she interviewed on Sunday. 




'Let's do this together'



Three people close to the selection process said that it had clearly come down to Mr. Walz and Mr. Shapiro after the Sunday interviews. Later that day, Ms. Harris had a debriefing with the same advisers whom she had met with on Saturday about her impressions.



Mr. Shapiro was described as asking more questions about his role and what his powers and authority would be as vice president. And compared with the others, he seemed less certain about taking the position.



Later on Sunday, Mr. Shapiro made a follow-up call, according to two people familiar with the conversation, to ask further questions of a Harris adviser.



The finalists got little word on Monday from the vice president and had to pass the time as the Harris team raced to prepare for a multistate tour beginning on Tuesday with a yet-to-be-revealed running mate.



Mr. Shapiro shot hoops in his driveway as cable news cameras rolled. Mr. Kelly and his wife, Gabby Giffords, who stayed in the nation's capital even as the Senate was out of session, decided to head to the National Air and Space Museum near Dulles International Airport, according to a person briefed on their schedule. Mr. Walz went to a fund-raiser in Minneapolis.



"He knew that the conversations had gone well," said Senator Tina Smith of Minnesota, who spoke to the governor at that event. "But, you know, you don't know until you know."



Around 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Mr. Walz, dressed in khakis and wearing a camouflage baseball hat, took a call from Ms. Harris -- he had missed her initial call because it came from a blocked number, one person familiar with the call said -- and she asked if he would be her running mate. "Let's do this together," she said. Mr. Walz accepted.



Seven hours later, and with only three months to go until the election, the new pair strode onstage together, waving to a crowd of thousands in Philadelphia.



"We've got 91 days," Mr. Walz said. "My God, that's easy. We'll sleep when we're dead."



Lisa Lerer
 and 
Kate Kelly
 contributed reporting.
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With Walz, Harris Passes on a Chance to Redefine Herself



There will be other opportunities to move to the center, if that's a goal.



By Nate Cohn


Aug 06, 2024



Tim Walz and Kamala Harris in March in St. Paul, Minn.




A few days ago, Donald J. Trump 
said
 vice-presidential nominees have "virtually no impact" electorally.



By selecting Minnesota's governor, Tim Walz, as her running mate on Tuesday, Kamala Harris put Mr. Trump one step closer to being proved right.



A few days ago, it wasn't so obvious Mr. Trump's claim was on safe footing. While it's true that most vice-presidential nominees don't have a major impact, they often help the ticket in the vice-presidential nominee's home state. The effect might be only a 
percentage point or two
, but Vice President Harris was considering an unusually strong slate of options from key states -- and 
the polls are close enough
 for one or two points to be decisive.



In the end, she did not choose someone like Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania or Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona. Instead, she selected someone from Minnesota, which is not a top-tier battleground.



Looking back, perhaps her decision shouldn't be surprising. Out of all the picks this century -- JD Vance, Ms. Harris, Mike Pence, Tim Kaine, Paul Ryan, Joe Biden, Sarah Palin, John Edwards, Joe Lieberman, Dick Cheney -- only Mr. Kaine hailed from what was considered to be a core battleground state at the time, Virginia. Instead, most vice-presidential nominees are selected with other considerations in mind, like a desire to bring balance to the ticket, or to add a governing partner, unify a fractured party or help define the presidential candidate -- whether by reinforcing a candidate's message or by trying to defuse the opposition's critique.



By most of those other criteria, Mr. Walz is a very typical selection. As a white man from the rural heartland, he brings balance to a ticket led by a nonwhite woman from the Bay Area. He is a well-liked governing partner, as a former member of the House and a governor in his second term. He's a pretty mainstream Democrat who avoids an intraparty fight over Gaza and lets Ms. Harris keep riding the good vibes of the last two weeks.



If there is one criterion that Mr. Walz doesn't fit, it's that he does relatively little to define or redefine Ms. Harris. In particular, he doesn't help compensate for what figures to be her core weakness with swing voters: her record on the border or her history of staking out progressive positions.



In a different set of circumstances, Mr. Walz might have done a lot more to help. He's a Democrat who, if anything, had a moderate record in Congress. But he unexpectedly became the veepstakes favorite for many progressives, who were often outright opposed to Mr. Shapiro or Mr. Kelly.



On paper, the ideological stakes of Walz over Shapiro or Kelly were quite small, but the fight was sufficiently intense for Mr. Walz's selection to be seen as a material win for progressives, regardless of whether it had anything to do with his selection. As a consequence, he won't assuage concerns that she's too far to the left; his selection doesn't signal that Ms. Harris intends to govern as a moderate. Many Republicans are already arguing that it's a left-wing triumph.



As Mr. Trump said, vice-presidential picks usually have "virtually no impact." It's hard to believe anyone will think Ms. Harris is even farther to the left as a result of choosing Mr. Walz, who is no democratic socialist.



But ultimately, Ms. Harris passed on an opportunity to use her vice-presidential nomination to redefine herself, even if only marginally, at the beginning of a crucial period for her campaign. There will be many more opportunities to do so as the glow of her coronation fades, like a policy platform rollout and the Democratic convention. The burden on her to take advantage of those opportunities grew ever so slightly by declining to use her vice-presidential selection as one minor tool to do it.
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How Tim Walz Embraced Minnesota's Leftward Shift



Kamala Harris's running mate was picked for his rapport with Middle America, but his progressive record as governor parallels his state's move toward more liberal politics.




Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota earned a reputation as a bipartisan lawmaker in Congress, but tacked more to the left as governor.




By Jonathan Weisman


Aug 07, 2024


When the voters of Southern Minnesota shocked the Republican establishment in 2006 and elected a Democratic newcomer to represent their largely rural district, their new congressman, Tim Walz, repeatedly reached out his hand.



A former National Guardsman, high school teacher and football coach, Mr. Walz then sided with Republicans in the House over his five terms in office, earning a bipartisan reputation even as he largely voted along party lines. He received an A rating from the National Rifle Association. He voted yes on the Keystone XL petroleum pipeline from Canada, and supported tighter screening of refugees from Syria and Iraq. He opposed Obama-era regulations on wetlands and waterways, and voted no to bailing out banks and automakers in 2008 as the financial markets were in a tailspin.



He was elected governor in 2018, leaning into his small-town upbringing and the moderate credentials he had burnished in Washington.



But things changed in 2022 when the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, or D.F.L., took complete control of the state government. The centrist governor transformed into a hero of the progressive left, enshrining abortion rights into law, legalizing marijuana, enacting a statewide paid family leave program, offering drivers licenses to undocumented immigrants, tightening gun control laws and passing climate goals.



"No question he moved left as governor," said Representative Dean Phillips, a Democrat who represents suburban Minneapolis and challenged President Biden for his party's White House nomination."But he's a pragmatic moderate at heart."



Mr. Walz's record, first in the House, then as governor, is sure to be scrutinized as Vice President Kamala Harris's newly-minted running mate. To Democrats in Minnesota, he is still that common-sense rural lawmaker, able to work with Republicans when needed, and willing to stand his ground when he must.



"Normalness," Mr. Phillips said, "is his superpower."



As Mr. Walz himself has put it, "I learned the art of compromise without compromising my values," he said in Philadelphia Tuesday evening. in his first rally on the Democratic ticket.




Mr. Walz during a constituent event at a grocery store in Mankato, Minn., in 2011. As a member of Congress, Mr. Walz earned a bipartisan reputation for siding with Republicans on some issues.




To Republicans, that persona is belied by his more recent record in office. Once unshackled from the fetters of divided government, Mr. Walz showed his true liberal colors, said Norm Coleman, a former Republican senator from Minnesota and mayor of St. Paul.



"Up until a few weeks ago, Tim Walz was literally being lionized for the most progressive agenda of any state in the country, and all of a sudden you've got this remake," Mr. Coleman said. "And no, he's not going to help Kamala Harris with rural voters, because he's not a centrist."



The Harris campaign declined to comment on Mr. Walz's record.



The transformation of Mr. Walz from an N.R.A.-carrying pragmatist to liberal icon is in part a reflection of the constituents he represented. Since 1893, the House district he won -- stretching from the border of South Dakota to the bluffs of the Mississippi River overlooking Southwest Wisconsin -- has almost always been represented by Republicans.It has been back in Republican hands since 2019, when Mr. Walz went to the governor's mansion.



The legislative site GovTrack ranked him as the ninth most bipartisan member of Congress in 2016, the year he 
escaped defeat by just 2,548
 votes. That year, Donald J. Trump beat Hillary Clinton in his district by 15 percentage points.He attributed Mr. Trump's victory, and his near-defeat, to the Affordable Care Act, the landmark health insurance law that he had voted for in 2010.



"When people said that health care was working pretty well before the A.C.A., that was not true in most of the country," Mr. Walz said at the time. "It was probably true in southern Minnesota."



But Minnesota has changed since Mr. Walz first entered Congress, noted Representative Angie Craig, a Democrat whose district remains at the front lines of an increasingly blue state, with the urban behemoth of Greater Minneapolis-St. Paul exerting a gravitational pull on the overall politics.



Once elected statewide in 2018, Mr. Walz moved with his constituents, Ms. Craig said. He has apologized for the favors he had curried with the N.R.A., expressed regret for siding with Republicans to tighten the screening of refugees, and he has gone from backing oil pipelines to championing legislation pushing Minnesota to be powered by 55 percent renewable electricity -- and 100 percent carbon-free -- by 2040.




In 2023, Mr. Walz signed legislation requiring Minnesota to be powered by 100 percent carbon-free sources, and 55 percent renewable energy, by 2040.




A prized program approved in 2023 to provide free school breakfasts and lunches to all children, regardless of income, was criticized by Republicans as an indiscriminate giveaway to rich families, a line of attack Mr. Walz scoffed at. By December of that year, 
Minnesota Public Radio reported
 that it was proving to be so popular that costs were rising much faster than anticipated. The sustainability of the effort is now in question. A 
$17.5 billion budget surplus
 inherited by the D.F.L. trifecta has been largely spent.



Beyond Mr. Walz's legislative record, Republicans have seized on the leftward shift of the Twin Cities that has emerged from a confluence of factors: the coronavirus pandemic, 
the response to the murder of George Floyd and
 the unrest that followed when protests turned increasingly violent, and the more recent takeover of the Minneapolis City Council by a slate of progressive activists.



The Floyd riots will likely feature most prominently in Republican attacks, especially because Minneapolis's Democratic mayor, Jacob Frey, has said publicly that he asked Gov. Walz to send in the National Guard and got no response until it was too late.



"Walz fiddled while Minneapolis burned," Mr. Coleman said.



A spokesman for the governor, Teddy Tschann, 
said in a previous statement of the Republican criticism
 that it had been "a tragic time for our state and our country" and that "Governor Walz took action and deployed the National Guard to keep our city safe."



Ms. Craig, the Minnesota Democrat who is openly gay, said Republicans will have a hard time pigeonholing her governor or making the liberal label stick. She recalled that during her first term in Congress, Mr. Walz took her hunting for wild turkey. She could shoot -- trap shooting is a big sport in the state -- but she had never hunted turkey.



After a day in the wild, she and Mr. Walz cleaned up, and she took him to a gay rights dinner, she said. He was happy to come along, just as he embraced gay marriage in 2006 as he ran as a moderate for Congress the first time.



"He lives by a core set of principles and values, and he just tries to do what's right," Ms. Craig said. "Tim has been tough to label, and I think that's all right."



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Tim Walz Has Championed Climate as Governor



Kamala Harris's V.P. pick, known for his folksy persona and rural Midwestern roots, has elevated the issue of climate change in his state.




Gov. Tim Walz signing a bill into law in 2023 requiring Minnesota utilities to get 100 percent of their electricity from carbon-free sources by 2040.




By Coral Davenport


Aug 06, 2024


Over the course of his two terms in office, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota has quietly emerged as one of the nation's most forceful advocates for tackling climate change.



Governor Walz, who has been tapped by Vice President Kamala Harris as her running mate, most recently made national headlines for labeling 
the Republican ticket "weird.
"



But back in St. Paul, Mr. Walz has been increasingly focused on the threats posed by climate change to his state, enacting ambitious laws to slash the use of the fossil fuels that are dangerously heating the planet.



Most notably, in 2023, Mr. Walz signed a law requiring Minnesota to get all of its electricity from wind, solar and other carbon-free sources by 2040, eliminating the climate-warming pollution generated by coal and gas-fired power plants. That law came in the midst of a legislative session in which 
Minnesota Democrats, working with Governor Walz, pushed through nearly 40 other climate initiatives
, including tax rebates for electric vehicles, and expanded access to E.V. charging stations. In June, he signed a law to 
streamline the permitting of renewable electricity projects.



"As I sign this legislation, communities from one end of our state to the other are looking at months of rebuilding after an extreme weather event exacerbated by climate change," Governor Walz said in June, after c
atastrophic flooding
 devastated parts of the state. "This is a measure that will help protect our environment and get the clean energy projects that are going to help fight climate change in motion."



More than half of states require utilities to switch to clean electricity but only a handful mandate that the transition occur at the rapid pace set by Minnesota. Under that law, Minnesota would transition to clean electricity sources even faster than 
California
, which has long been at the vanguard of state climate action.



The Minnesota law is also more ambitious than a similar standard that President Biden tried, but failed, to include in his 2022 climate law. Activists see it as a model for future climate legislation -- at the state or national level.



"We could not be more excited about Governor Walz's leadership on climate," said Bill Holland, state policy director for the League of Conservation Voters. "I do not think when he campaigned in 2018 we would have called him a climate champion, and he has now made it a centerpiece."



Should the Harris-Walz ticket win, Mr. Walz would bring the most substantive record on climate of any incoming president or vice president since Vice President Al Gore. And even though Mr. Gore had been a climate advocate for years before he became vice president, he never translated his passion into policy as Mr. Walz has in Minnesota.



Mr. Gore, who won the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for his climate advocacy, wrote in an email that Mr. Walz "is a proven leader on climate and knows the issue inside and out." 



Mr. Walz would bring his climate resume to the White House at a crucial moment in the nation's efforts to address global warming. President Biden has pledged that the United States will cut its carbon dioxide emissions 50 percent below 2005 levels by 2030, which scientists say major economies must do to avoid the most catastrophic impacts of warming. But even after Mr. Biden signed the biggest climate law in the nation's history, the United States is on track to cut just 
30 to 45 percent of its emissions
 by 2030.



Analysts said that Mr. Walz, who served six terms in Congress before becoming governor, could be particularly effective as a liaison to Congress on climate issues.



"As a governor, he was able to bring rural and urban constituencies together around climate issues, to frame it in a way that was not just progressive," said Allan Marks, a partner in the energy practice at Milbank LLP, a global law firm. "And when he was in the House, he reached across the aisle to Republicans. He has a very quiet, effective, behind-the-scenes way of working."



Whit Ayres, a Republican strategist, said that the choice of "a climate activist" like Mr. Walz makes it easy "to paint this as the most radical left-wing ticket in decades."



Former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican presidential candidate, has dismissed climate change as a "hoax" and his campaign quickly sought to link Governor Walz's climate policies with those of California.



"Walz is obsessed with spreading California's dangerously liberal agenda far and wide," said Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman.



The governor's climate policies have also generated pushback from neighboring North Dakota, which is a major producer of coal and gas. 
Gov. Doug Burgum
, Republican of North Dakota, has protested the Minnesota climate law that would eventually forbid Minnesota utilities from selling coal or gas-fired power produced in other states to Minnesota customers, even if the power is generated by fossil fuels but the producer captures its emissions and stores it.



The North Dakota Industrial Commission, a three-member panel led by Mr. Burgum, filed 
formal comments
 with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in June calling that element of the law "constitutionally suspect," and "an improper attempt by Minnesota to export its wholly internal energy policy decisions to its neighboring states in patent violation of those states' rights and sovereignty." Mr. Burgum is advising Mr. Trump on energy issues.



A spokeswoman for the Walz administration referred questions about the case to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, which declined to comment.



Mr. Walz's shift to climate change champion is fairly recent -- during his six terms in Congress, he was known as a reliable vote for Democratic environmental policies, but was not particularly vocal on climate change.



That began to change as his state felt the effects of extreme weather events intensified by climate change.



Over the past five years, extreme drought forced Minnesota cattle farmers to 
liquidate their herds
 Wildfire smoke from Canada 
choked the skies over the Twin Citie
s. A dearth of snow and ice across 
the Great Lakes
 region meant a lack of ice-fishing and cross-country skiing that triggered economic losses.



During that time, Mr. Walz gradually embraced the role of climate champion.



"Climate change is an existential threat that impacts all Minnesotans and our ability to thrive," Mr. Walz wrote in a 2019 
executive order
 that established a climate change sub-cabinet within his administration. "Communities, farms, and industry face more frequent extreme weather events that threaten the infrastructure that we rely on to connect all parts of our state," he wrote. "By increasing risks from vector-borne diseases and extreme weather, especially for vulnerable populations and individuals with pre-existing conditions, climate change threatens Minnesotans' health and well being."



That approach -- particularly its appeal to rural voters -- has been critical to the success of Mr. Walz's climate agenda, some of his staff members said in interviews.



But some strategists say it may not translate to Washington, D.C.



"Yeah, Tim Walz is a personable guy and he's not crazy and he's a former football coach and he's Mr. America and all that stuff," said Mike McKenna, an energy lobbyist who worked in the Trump White House. "But there's no one in the U.S. Senate who's going to take a cue from him on E.V. s or net zero."
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Sept. 11 Judge to Decide Whether Guantanamo Plea Deals Are Valid



Judge McCall ordered briefs on the validity of the plea deal the defense secretary said was canceled, and the question of unlawful influence.




Mr. Austin described the issue as a heartfelt, personal one, saying that he did not make the decision "lightly."




By Carol Rosenberg


Aug 07, 2024


The military judge in the Sept. 11 case authorized lawyers on Wednesday to investigate whether Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III lawfully rescinded a plea agreement with the man accused of planning the attacks, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, and two accused accomplices.



In doing so, Col. Matthew N. McCall, the judge, declined a request by Mr. Mohammed's lawyer to rule narrowly on whether Mr. Austin breached a lawful contract and, if so, hold a hearing this week on his plea.



The long-running case was thrown into confusion last week after a senior Pentagon official who oversees the military commissions 
signed an agreement
 with the three defendants to resolve the case with lifetime sentences -- then, two days later, Mr. Austin 
rescinded it
. Mr. Austin said they should face a death-penalty trial.



Colonel McCall ordered briefings on the question of whether there was unlawful influence in the case in time for the next round of hearings, starting on Sept. 16, days after the 23rd anniversary of the attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people. The plea agreements remain under seal as case evidence.



He also instructed the government to swiftly comply with requests by defense lawyers for information about the circumstances surrounding Mr. Austin's decision.



"Everybody must follow the rules, including the secretary of defense," Colonel McCall said. "I'm not going to rush," he said, pledging not to be affected "if more political pressure is put on the parties."



Mr. Mohammed's lawyer, Gary D. Sowards, said the judge could resolve the issue this week by reviewing the rules governing military commissions and the plea agreement and decide a "basic contract law" question: Is the government bound by the agreement signed on July 31 by Mr. Austin's appointee, retired Brig. Gen. Susan K. Escallier?



If so, Mr. Sowards said, the judge should move forward with fact finding on whether Mr. Mohammed's guilty plea was knowing and voluntary "before we leave the island" on Saturday.



"You want to break it down to a simple issue," the judge said. "I don't know that it's a simple issue."



One overarching question is whether Mr. Austin exercised unlawful influence on the case by bifurcating Ms. Escallier's role of overseer of the case after she signed the agreement and it was submitted. Mr. Austin then appointed himself as the sole authority with the power to reach plea agreements in the Sept. 11 case and rescinded the deal.



Mr. Austin, speaking publicly on the matter on Tuesday night, described the issue as a heartfelt, personal one, and that he did not make the decision "lightly." He said he felt a "duty to all those whose lives were lost or changed forever on 9/11."



"Not a day that goes by when I don't think of 9/11 and the Americans that were murdered that day, also those who died trying to save lives and the troops and their families who gave so much for this country in the years following," Mr. Austin said.



Military courts have for years had to deal with questions of whether senior officers or political leaders exerted "unlawful command influence" on court-martial cases, most recently in some sexual assault cases. Military judges in the ostensibly independent judiciary have at times reduced sentences or dismissed cases because of either real or perceived "unlawful command influence."



The lead prosecutor, Clayton G. Trivett Jr., who had negotiated the deal, said his team considered Mr. Austin's 
order revoking the plea agreement
 to be valid. But he asked the judge to "freeze the litigation in place" -- make no rulings, take no evidence -- for a broader consultation because the U.S. government's position was "not fully articulated."



The judge declined and went forward with hearing testimony from Robert McFadden, a retired agent with the Naval Criminal Investigative Service, who investigated Al Qaeda in the early 2000s. Before the plea deals, the court was engaged in a multiyear examination of whether the case was tainted by the torture of the detainees in C.I.A. custody and by secret collaboration between the C.I.A. and F.B.I. in gathering evidence.



The three defendants were joined by another man charged in the joint conspiracy case, Mr. Mohammed's nephew, 
Ammar al-Baluchi
, who was not part of the plea agreement. They all wore traditional attire -- tunics, robes, turbans or head scarves -- for Wednesday's hearing and sat silently during the arguments.



Mr. Baluchi's lawyer questioned Mr. McFadden while the others declined to participate because, in the plea deal, they agreed not to challenge the government's evidence. Mr. Sowards said that Mr. Mohammed also agreed to let the government use accounts of his interrogations at Guantanamo Bay in 2007, which had been hotly disputed for years.



Mr. Sowards accused Mr. Austin of creating "chaos" by his "precipitous decision" and warned that a full investigation of "this very unorthodox event" would leave the case "in limbo for another year or two."



Walter Ruiz, a lawyer for one of the defendants, Mustafa al-Hawsawi, called Mr. Austin's decision "unlawful interference at the highest levels of government" that "goes right at the heart of the integrity of this system itself."



He said the lawyers for Mr. Hawsawi were consulting ethics advisers on whether they could ethically take part in an "obviously corrupt and rigged" system.



The case has been mired in pretrial hearings since arraignment in 2012 in part because the defendants, who were captured in 2003, were tortured by the C.I.A. and held incommunicado until their transfer to Guantanamo in 2006. The expeditionary legal system, created after the Sept. 11 attacks, has also contributed to delays and disruptions.



The judge ended the day's hearing at lunchtime because a storm was expected in Washington, D.C. Some lawyers and the witness were participating in the proceedings from a secret courtroom annex just outside of the city in Virginia, and court workers were securing the facility.
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Landlord Is Ordered to Jail Again Over Problems in His Buildings



A New York City landlord, Daniel Ohebshalom, already served a 60-day sentence on Rikers Island this year. But officials and tenants say he still didn't fix his apartments.




Tenants at a rally on Monday said their landlord let problems fester in their apartments. 




By Mihir Zaveri


Aug 06, 2024


Landlords almost never go to jail over bad conditions in their buildings. But one New York City property owner has been ordered to go back for the second time this year.



A New York City housing court judge signed an arrest warrant on Tuesday for the landlord, Daniel Ohebshalom, which calls for him to be detained at Rikers Island for 60 days. The city's housing department said Mr. Ohebshalom had flouted court orders by failing to address violations for leaks, cockroach infestations and mold in two Washington Heights buildings for more than a year.



The judge, Jack Stoller, said Mr. Ohebshalom could be released early if he fixes the problems before his jail term is over.



The case is an extraordinary example of how hard it can be to hold even the worst landlords accountable.



Even before Mr. Ohebshalom was ordered to go to jail in March, the city 
said it had
 brought "more than 10 motions for contempt and civil penalties for failing to comply with court orders to correct housing code violations" in cases involving his buildings. The city public advocate had put him on a "worst landlords" list, and he also faces numerous lawsuits from tenants.



In May, Mr. Ohebshalom was indicted in a separate criminal case "for harassing rent-regulated tenants with horrific living conditions in order to induce them to vacate their apartments and enable him to sell the buildings for significant profit," 
the Manhattan district attorney said
.



None of those measures, however, appeared to lead Mr. Ohebshalom to fix his buildings, according to housing officials.



Mr. Ohebshalom has said in court papers that in some cases, he has actually fixed many of the problems. In others, he said he was not able to get into the apartments.



A lawyer for Mr. Ohebshalom, Vladimir Mironenko, said in court on Monday that repairs were being made at the buildings and urged the judge not to send Mr. Ohebshalom to jail again. He said putting Mr. Ohebshalom in jail would not make the repairs go faster.



"Someone's freedom is at stake," Mr. Mironenko said.



Mr. Ohebshalom did not appear in court. Judge Stoller's order indicated that Mr. Ohebshalom could be in California and said he should be brought back to New York.



Gilbert Butcher, 64, has lived in one of Mr. Ohebshalom's Washington Heights buildings -- 709 West 170th Street -- for almost 40 years. He said he has dealt with decades of neglect since Mr. Ohebshalom became the landlord, including heat and hot water outages in winter and ceilings that almost collapsed.



Mr. Butcher, who does interior renovations and teaches tennis, said he pays about $900 a month for his one-bedroom apartment. "Why should I move?" he said. "It's hard to find affordable housing."



He attended a rally on Monday afternoon outside the Manhattan courthouse where Mr. Ohebshalom's case was being heard and said in an interview he hoped the judge sends Mr. Ohebshalom back to jail.



"I do not believe three years or two years is enough," he said.



The city has struggled at times to maintain its aging housing stock, particularly in affordable and rent-regulated buildings where landlords get relatively less rent. Some property owners opt to routinely pay fines for violations and leave problems unaddressed, housing advocates contend.



Mr. Ohebshalom has become a face of the issue. Because property records can be opaque, it was not immediately clear how many buildings he owns citywide. The May indictment indicates he owns seven in Manhattan.



The case that resulted in his earlier sentence on Rikers Island, however, focused on the two in Washington Heights.
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Health Officials Urge Doctors to Address I.U.D. Insertion Pain



As videos describing the procedure as agonizing spread on social media, new guidelines advise physicians to consider various anesthetics.




Less than 5 percent of doctors offered an injection of a local anesthetic during insertion of an intrauterine device, or IUD, many instead prescribing over-the-counter painkillers, which have been shown to be less effective.




By Teddy Rosenbluth


Aug 07, 2024


In recent years, the process of getting an intrauterine device, or IUD, has become infamous on social media. Videos of women writhing and crying while the T-shaped contraceptive device is inserted 
have become macabre online staples
.



"Unless you're living under a rock, you're aware of the issue," said Dr. Beverly Gray, an associate professor of obstetrics and gynecology at Duke University.



Doctors have been accused of 
ignoring
 the discomfort. For the first time, federal health officials recommended on Tuesday that physicians counsel women about pain management before the procedure.



This updated guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention may lead clinicians to take the pain more seriously and to consider using anesthetics more often, experts said.



"Women's pain and women's experiences have been downplayed throughout medicine
,"
 Dr. Gray said.



"This is really validating that for some people, this can be a really painful experience."



As the number of women opting for IUDs has risen, so have calls for physicians to address the discomfort associated with the procedure. Some women have described it as 
"the worst pain imaginable"
 or likened it to a "
hot knife
" slowly stabbing them.



Effective strategies for managing that pain exist, though a 2019 survey found that 
few doctors offered those options.
 
Less than 5 percent
 of doctors offered an injection of a local anesthetic during the procedure, many instead prescribing over-the-counter painkillers, which have been shown to be less effective.



A study in 2015 found that doctors tended to 
underestimate the pain
 their patients experienced during the procedure.



While the last version of the C.D.C.'s guidance mentioned pain management for IUD insertion, Dr. Eve Espey, chair of the obstetrics and gynecology department at the University of New Mexico, said she thought these updated guidelines put a much stronger emphasis on the patient's preferences and experience.



"I think it is a significant change," she said. "The
 
guidance on this topic has gone from a more provider-centered focus to a more patient-centered focus." Anxiety about pain may
 
dissuade women from considering the contraceptive, which is safe and highly effective, she added.



Dr. Antoinette Nguyen, a medical officer in the C.D.C.'s division of reproductive health, said the new guidance emphasized that choices about pain management should be based on "shared decision making," taking into account patient experiences that may heighten feelings of pain, like anxiety and past trauma.



The new guidelines also broadened the pain-relief options available to women during the procedure, a significant addition since lidocaine shots -- the sole anesthetic option mentioned in the 
2016 guidance
 -- may themselves be uncomfortable, Dr. Espey said.



The choices now include anesthetic gel, creams and sprays. While Dr. Espey said the evidence showing these topical anesthetics are effective was not "fabulous," the new recommendations still expand the arsenal of tools that doctors have at their disposal.



"It's good when the public stamps its foot sometimes," she said.
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Anton van Dalen, Whose Art Examined an Evolving Neighborhood, Dies at 85



He traced the dramatic transformation of the Lower East Side from his building, where he lived for 50 years. He also assisted the cartoonist Saul Steinberg.




Anton van Dalen in 2020 in his studio, where he would invite students for performances.




By Richard Sandomir


Aug 03, 2024


Anton van Dalen -- a socially conscious artist, dedicated pigeon keeper and longtime assistant to the illustrator 
Saul Steinberg
 -- lived on the Lower East Side for more than 50 years, documenting the neighborhood's evolution from dereliction to gentrification in paintings, drawings and sculptures.



His best-known work was, perhaps, a performance piece called "Avenue A Cut-Out Theater," a three-foot-tall cardboard model of his townhouse at 166 Avenue A. He filled it with hand-painted and photographed cutouts of police officers in riot gear, junkies, homeless people, sex workers, hawks, pigeons and dogs, as well as a burned-out car, churches, temples and community gardens.



At performances, often for students at his home studio, he reached inside the model, removed the cutouts and laid them on a table and on the floor. He told the story of a neglected part of the city that reminded him of a war zone -- like his native Holland during World War II -- when he moved there in the late 1960s and how it turned into an enclave of wealthy residential and commercial developers.



Describing a performance by Mr. van Dalen in 2015, the critic David Frankel 
wrote in Artforum
: "The box also gave him something of the quality of the old-time itinerant musician or carny with a hurdy-gurdy or box of puppets on his back -- in other words, someone unfixed and mobile, making a self-contained kind of art that he can produce easily wherever he goes."



"It was magical, like seeing Calder's Circus," said Wendy Olsoff -- a founder of the PPOW Gallery in Manhattan, referring to the troupe of miniature circus performers and animals that the sculptor 
Alexander Calder
 created and performed with. The gallery has hosted three solo exhibitions of Mr. van Dalen's work.



Mr. van Dalen (pronounced van DAH-len) -- whose art bears the influences of Surrealism, graphic art, van Gogh, Rembrandt, Hieronymus Bosch and M.C. Escher -- painted and drew many works based on his local environment, including "The War Comes Home," a stylized depiction of an invading tank and warplane, and the black and gray "Avenue B Tableau With Junkie," in which a man shoots up in a car stripped of its tires, doors and windows.



"From my studio, I could hear the constant noise of fire trucks," 
he told the online art magazine Hyperallergic
 in 2016. "There were a lot of empty buildings and fires. It was suddenly as if I was in World War II, except it wasn't Holland, it was here. It was like I was living in a German occupied community again. I saw it in the abandoned buildings, the fires, the stabbings, people openly shooting up heroin, cops and firemen being very brutal to the community."




"The War Comes Home," 1982.




Even as Mr. van Dalen was building his reputation as a chronicler of the Lower East Side, he was working for Mr. Steinberg, the influential artist and cartoonist for The New Yorker. Mr. van Dalen became aware of Mr. Steinberg's drawings while in Holland.



For 30 years, Mr. van Dalen spent nearly every Wednesday in Mr. Steinberg's studio on Union Square West, and later, at his apartment on East 75th Street, doing "the little things that were difficult for him to do," including repairs, wiring, making calls to framers and photographing buildings, he 
told
 The New York Times in 2004. And Mr. van Dalen stayed quiet publicly about his connection to Mr. Steinberg, who was notoriously private.



"Steinberg was this bright sun," Mr. van Dalen told The Times that year, when he was curating an exhibition, at the School of Visual Arts, of the drawings, postcards, postcards, collages, clocks and tables that Mr. Steinberg had given him. "He could warm you. But if you got too close, he would burn you. I was like his shadow."




"Avenue A, Day/Night," 2008-11.




Mr. van Dalen died on June 25 at his home. He was 85.



His daughter, Marinda van Dalen, said the cause was septic shock.



Mr. van Dalen was born on July 13, 1938, in Amstelveen, the Netherlands, near Amsterdam, one of three children of Calvinist parents. His father, Arie, was an elementary schoolteacher and principal; his mother was Martina (Zwart) van Dalen.



Anton was not yet 2 years old when the Germans invaded the Netherlands in 1940. During the war, the van Dalens' house was seized and they were forced to move into another house that had been confiscated from a Jewish family. He recalled having nightmares about a warplane crashing into the bomb shelter in his schoolyard.



Anton, who graduated from a vocational art school in Amsterdam, lived in the expropriated house until he, his parents, two brothers and two sisters immigrated to Toronto in 1954. At 16, he was hired as a graphic artist at the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, designing television program advertisements. He later worked for Saturday Night, a Canadian magazine.




Mr. van Dalen in 2020. He was known for keeping white pigeons in his rooftop coop, a hobby that he started at age 12.




He moved to Brooklyn in 1966, then to the Lower East Side two years later. In 1971, he and another buyer acquired the two-family house on Avenue A, where his studio was on the fourth floor.



By then he had begun working for Mr. Steinberg after cold-calling him in 1968 and was told to call back in a year. When he did, Mr. Steinberg invited him to his studio.



"He said, 'Come over right now,' and I did and I brought my drawings with me," he said in "Anton: Circling Home" (2020), a documentary directed by Dennis Mohr, Morgan Schmidt-Feng and Katy Swailes. "He said 'they were very good -- they have obsessions.' I just started talking with him and almost immediately, he said, 'I need someone to work in my studio. Do you know anybody?' And I said, 'Yeah, that would be me.'"



Mr. van Dalen said that he kept his relationship with Mr. Steinberg from everyone but family and close friends, as a survival tactic.



"I was self-conscious that people might think that either I was shaped by him or advantaged through him -- I would not allow either," 
he told Steven Heller
, a former senior art director of The Times who teaches at the School of Visual Arts, in an interview for the catalog of the Steinberg exhibition that Mr. van Dalen curated in 2004.



Mr. van Dalen taught life drawing at S.V.A. for many years, bringing to class chickens and rabbits from his menagerie of pets.



"Then he'd arrange for the human nudes," Ms. van Dalen, his daughter, said.



In addition to his daughter, Mr. van Dalen is survived by a son, Jason; three grandchildren; and a brother, Leen. His wife, Rebecca Mays Owen, a psychologist, died in 2002. He credited her with opening his eyes to the social problems on the Lower East Side through her work as a city welfare caseworker.



Mr. van Dalen was also known for keeping white pigeons in his rooftop coop, a hobby that he started at age 12. The birds represented migration, freedom and peace to him, and he depicted them in his art.



In his painting, "Self-Portrait with Pigeon Coop Looking South" (2014), Mr. van Dalen stands on a ladder and releases the birds, who take flight toward the World Trade Center. And, as cars move on Avenue A, Mr. van Dalen appears in another spot on the canvas, on East 10th Street, his cutout theater strapped to his back. In a companion painting, the pigeons come home.



Last year, he gave up the coop and the birds because of safety concerns.



"But once it was gone," his daughter said, "he developed a flock of wild pigeons that he fed on the roof."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/03/arts/anton-van-dalen-dead.html
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Times Insider



As Markets Rock, a Reporter Stays Steady



Joe Rennison, who covers financial markets for The New York Times, raced home from vacation when a slowdown in the U.S. economy sparked widespread worry.








By Emmett Lindner


Aug 08, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do, and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



When the U.S. stock market opened on Monday morning, so too did the floodgates of anxiety  over an economic slowdown.



The volatile moment stemmed from a complicated confluence of factors. The strength of the Japanese yen had spiked days earlier, causing ripple effects in other markets. A 
U.S. employment report released on Friday
 showed a slowing job market. And investors panicked, worried that the Federal Reserve had waited too long to cut interest rates.



A stock sell-off ensued, resulting in the sharpest daily decline of the S&P 500 
since September 2022
. And though Wall Street had 
steadied by Tuesday
, 
uncertainty lingers.



Joe Rennison, who reports on the financial markets for The New York Times and has covered the beat for more than a decade, was on vacation in the Catskills in upstate New York, with limited cellphone service, when the news began to break. He returned to New York City on Saturday to closely follow the market, make calls to sources and decipher it all for Times readers.



In an interview, Mr. Rennison shared how he reported on the fast-moving markets, and why it's so important to contextualize the moment and not, as he said, "over-egg things." This interview has been edited and condensed.



When did you start to notice fluctuations in the market?



I was meant to be on holiday until this week. Two weeks ago, we'd written a story 
setting up what was coming
, because it was going to be a big week for central bank meetings, economic data. Those things could shift the backdrop for financial markets. Before I left, I flagged to editors that if things flared up, I would find a signal and be able to chip in.



People were a little on edge last week, let's say, or paying attention, so I was checking in a bit. The 
Bank of Japan meeting
 last week was very significant, the Fed meeting a day later was significant. And then obviously the job statement released on Friday really was the catalyst toward the broader concerns about the economy.



The nice thing about being a markets reporter is that you tend to get your weekend most of the time. The earliest opportunity to start trading or betting on the U.S. markets comes on Sunday night. Once that opened and it was looking pretty ugly, that was when I knew I would be in the office on Monday. I hate missing these things.



Would you say that's one of the primary satisfactions you get from reporting these bigger events, where it's all hands on deck?



Yeah, it feels like there's a very pronounced public service that you're offering in those moments. More people are paying attention to financial markets than perhaps they otherwise would. There's a really important role to play in putting these kinds of events in the proper context, trying not to be shrill, trying not to over-egg things -- making sure you're reporting on a crisis, and not contributing to it.



How do you know where to draw that reporting line?



The most recent example was the banking mini-crisis 
last year in March
. If you start overthinking bank failures or writing a lot of stories about fears and concerns, you definitely can exacerbate clients of that bank going and taking their money out, and you can self-fulfill a crisis. You have to be incredibly responsible in that period. 



I remember early on in my career as a markets reporter, watching other reporters in these moments. And it's nice to feel like I've come into a period in my career where I've been through enough of these to have a slightly more sober mind-set, to step back and think through things before rushing to write something.



The other point we try and make in our reporting is the connected nature of global markets. What happens in D.C. or  Tokyo ripples across the world.



How long do these ripple effects tend to last? Is this something that has the potential to affect the elections in November?



In the sense that everything is connected, sure. But it will be a new episode by then. Causally linked, but still a new episode. If the current sell-off builds enough momentum, and people start to become concerned about the economy and those concerns lead to them pulling back how much they're going to spend, maybe companies pull back spending, or people start to spend less.



That's the sort of situation where, rather than markets reflecting what is happening in the economy, markets start to drive what happens.



At all times you have a duty to try and reflect whatever you are reporting on at the truest level possible, but especially at moments like this, it needs to be done without the temptation to make it more than it is.



Do you have a method to cut through the jargon and break down complicated markets data for readers?



The very traditional form of news reporting is you say what happened first, "who, what, why, when, where." But fundamentally you're saying what happened, and then you go through the context of that. Market reporting, I find, tends to communicate better if you start with the "why." And then you can get to the "what."



The "why" is telling the reader why this matters to them. Sadly the state of most people's economic literacy is not great. With every article I write, I try to tell readers why this matters to them and why they should care. Why should they read 1,200 words of a market story? You have to tell them why this matters, why it is significant and why you're writing the story.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/insider/as-markets-rock-a-reporter-stays-steady.html
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Can You Heal Olympic Heartbreak With Belated Medals?



A weight lifter walked away from his sport after a bitter loss in 2012. He and other athletes, including a U.S. figure skating team, will receive their medals in Paris.




Jeon Sang-guen, a former weight lifter, watched his daughter, Jeon Heesoo, train in Gyeongsan, South Korea, in June.




By John Yoon


Aug 07, 2024


When Jeon Sang-guen's barbell fell from his hands at the London Olympics, he knew everything was about to change. There would be no medal. No joyous celebration. His career in weight lifting, he knew in that moment, was probably over.



Except, it turns out, it wasn't.



In April, Jeon was working at his desk at South Korea's state-run currency maker when his phone rang. The voice on the other end delivered stunning news: The Russian who had finished ahead of him in London had been disqualified for a doping violation. Nearly 12 years after his crushing disappointment, the International Olympic Committee would be awarding Jeon the bronze medal after all.



"It felt ecstatic for a moment," Jeon, 43, said in his office in the southeastern city of Gyeongsan. And then he went right back to work. "I had other responsibilities," he said.



The reallocated medal, Jeon knew, could not undo the fact that his bitter fourth-place finish had altered the course of his life. He had returned home and taken a desk job. He had moved on.



But this spring, as he processed the news of his belated achievement, Jeon said it rekindled a dream that he previously thought was unattainable: to become a coach.



The bronze medal, which Jeon will receive during a 
ceremony
 at the Paris Olympics on Friday, is one of 
more than 160
 Olympic medals that have been reallocated or withdrawn since drug testing began in 1968. The 
ceremony
 will belatedly recognize 10 athletes -- runners, jumpers and lifters -- who competed in London.



That will come two days after a separate ceremony to reallocate the medals from 
team figure skating
 at the 2022 Beijing Olympics. The United States will now receive the gold, more than two years after a 
Russian skater
 was disqualified after she tested positive for a banned substance.



Past reallocations have brought joy to athletes, but the experiences are often bittersweet, sometimes arriving years after the athletes have retired from competition and remade their lives permanently.



The medal will not change the fact that Jeon left weight lifting behind years ago. He briefly worked as a coach after returning from London in 2012. But the team was disbanded as part of budget cuts two years later. The only way he saw to support his family was to take an office job.




Jeon competing in the London Olympics. After his Russian rival, Ruslan Albegov, secured third place, Jeon returned home and started a new life.




"I was afraid to start something I had never done in the more than 30 years of my life," he said. "I just gritted my teeth and worked."



Life was different after London, he said. The misery was compounded when his younger sister died of breast cancer in 2016. His routine, after that, looked nothing like his athletic days: work, drink, sleep, repeat.



Gone was a passion for lifting that he had nurtured since middle school at the suggestion of a coach who recognized his physical heft. He had attended a top sports university in Seoul. He had joined corporate weight lifting teams, common in South Korea, and ended up on the team owned by the Korea Minting and Security Printing Corporation.



And after years of relentless training, he became an Olympian, qualifying to compete at the 2008 Games in Beijing. But in China, he failed to perform a full lift.



He considered quitting the sport then, he said, "but when I told my mother I wanted to quit, she said, 'If an athlete goes to the Olympics, shouldn't he win a medal?'" So he pressed on, capturing a bronze medal at the world championships in 2011.



His sights were set on an Olympic medal in London, where 
he finished
 having lifted 961 pounds in total. But the Russian lifter, Ruslan Albegov, surged ahead to seize the bronze. 



"If he had won the medal then, I think it would have boosted the morale among other weight lifters here," said Chae Yongki, a coach who went to school with Jeon. "But I don't know how much of an impact the medal has now that it's been so long since he competed."



Jeon quit competing, but the sport did not fully relinquish its grip on his life. His wife is a weight lifting coach. Their younger child, 17-year-old Jeon Heesoo, started lifting weights in elementary school and was soon winning national championships, lifting more than one and a half times her body weight. In June, she broke the national record for students in her weight group, women's 76 kilograms (about 168 pounds).




Heesoo, Jeon's 17-year-old daughter, started lifting weights in elementary school. "I want her to be better than me," her father said.




All the while, something else gnawed at him: Albegov's surprise performance. "A Russian athlete I had never seen before suddenly entered the competition," Jeon recalled. "I wondered how he seemed to have appeared out of nowhere."



Suspicions swirled, fueled by Russia's record of disqualifications and by revelations several years later of a 
state-run doping scheme
. Drugs also plagued the highest levels of 
weight lifting
, which prompted Olympic leaders to 
threaten to drop
 the sport in 2021.



Jeon's suspicions were vindicated. The International Weightlifting Federation 
suspended Albegov
 in 2017, charging him with doping. In March, the International Olympic Committee announced that it would strip him of the bronze medal from London. And on that day in April when Jeon picked up his phone at work, the Korea Weightlifting Federation was calling to tell him that he would receive the medal.



The International Olympic Committee has said that it will hold a medal-reallocation ceremony for Jeon and nine other athletes on Aug. 9 at the Trocadero Gardens at the foot of the Eiffel Tower.



While Jeon felt wistful over the belated recognition, he also cited gains from his regular job. He said that the work was satisfying because it involved making products that guarded against fraud and that he was proud to have become confident in a skill that was previously alien to him.




Without sports, Jeon concluded that the only way to support his family was to take an office job.




"A lot of athletes are intimidated by the thought of leaving sports," he said. "I want to tell them that I'm doing well in my life after weight lifting."



He said he also had a better understanding of the politics of the company, which he hoped would revive the weight lifting team of which he was once a member. The company said in a statement that it would "thoroughly review the necessity of reviving the weight lifting team."



If it did, Jeon said, he would apply to be its coach. Otherwise, he felt, he was wasting his knowledge and experience.



"It's time for me to chase my dreams, too," Jeon said over the sounds of grunts and falling weight plates as his daughter trained.



Heesoo said her goal was to win an Olympic gold medal.



"I want her to be better than me," Jeon said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/world/olympics/jeon-sang-guen-weight-lifting-medal.html
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Boxer in Controversy Over Eligibility Lets Her Gloves Do the Talking



Imane Khelif, of Algeria, moved past questions about her eligibility with a unanimous decision over her Thai opponent. She will now fight for a gold medal.




Imane Khelif of Algeria, right, won her semifinal match against Janjaem Suwannapheng of Thailand on Tuesday.




By Emmanuel Morgan


Aug 07, 2024


An Olympic boxing competition that briefly seemed to be about questions about gender, eligibility and international politics proved on Tuesday to be simply about sports, with one fighter beating another without inquiry or controversy.



Imane Khelif of Algeria, the boxer whose eligibility was questioned after her first-round victory and then vigorously defended by the International Olympic Committee, won her weight division's semifinal bout by unanimous decision. She will fight for a gold medal at the Paris Games on Friday.



Khelif beat her opponent, Janjaem Suwannapheng of Thailand, through precise and effective striking and quick footwork. After the result was announced, she celebrated in the middle of the ring, joyfully raising her hand.



"I am very happy," she said through an interpreter, standing with the red, green and white Algerian flag draped on her shoulders. "I've worked eight years for these Olympics and I'm very proud of this moment." The Algerian president, Abdelmadjid Tebboune, congratulated Khelif on 
social media
.




Algeria fans in the crowd.




The uproar surrounding Khelif, 25, had its roots at last year's boxing world championships in India, where she and another boxer, Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan, were ruled ineligible to compete after they underwent unspecified blood tests. The International Boxing Association, which ran the tournament and disqualified the fighters, never fully explained its decisions, saying that Khelif and Lin "did not undergo a testosterone examination but were subject to 
a separate and recognized test
."



The International Olympic Committee, which no longer recognizes the I.B.A. as boxing's governing authority, allowed Khelif and Lin to compete in the Paris Games, saying their disqualifications in 2023 had been "sudden and arbitrary," and that "every person has the right to practice sport without discrimination." The I.O.C. said plainly that the boxers are women. Lin will fight in the semifinal of her weight division on Wednesday.



In her first bout, Khelif defeated Angela Carini of Italy, who quit just 46 seconds into the fight after absorbing a powerful blow to the face. Later, she sobbed and told reporters she had "never felt a punch like this." Khelif's eligibility was questioned, including by the British author 
J.K. Rowling
 and the billionaire 
Elon Musk
. Giorgia Meloni, Italy's prime minister, told reporters, "Athletes who have male genetic characteristics should not be admitted to female competitions."




Khelif, with the longer reach of the two fighters, dominated Suwannapheng during the match.




Carini has since apologized to Khelif, telling an Italian media outlet, "All this controversy certainly made me sad." Khelif, in 
an interview with the news service SNTV
, denounced the treatment she's received and thanked the I.O.C. for its support.



"I send a message to all the people of the world to uphold the Olympic principles and the Olympic charter, to refrain from bullying all athletes, because this has effects, massive effects," Khelif said in Arabic. "It can destroy people, it can kill people's thoughts, spirit and mind. It can divide people. And because of that, I ask them to refrain from bullying."



In a chaotic 
news conference
 on Monday, officials of the I.B.A. offered no documentation for their decision to suspend the two fighters. The organization is backed by the Russian energy giant Gazprom, which has led I.O.C. officials and others to suggest the boxing controversy was calculated to discredit the Paris Games after Russia was excluded from them because of its invasion of Ukraine.



Khelif's fight Tuesday was attended by a large contingent of Algerian fans, who cheered loudly for her as she walked to the ring and waved their country's flag. She touched gloves with Suwannapheng before and during the match in a sign of good sportsmanship.



After the bout, Suwannapheng, who was awarded a bronze medal in the loss, said she had heard about the controversy but had not followed it closely.



"She is a woman, but she is very strong," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/world/olympics/olympics-boxing-imane-khelif.html
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Flavor Flav Wants You to Watch More Water Polo



The rapper has become a self-appointed hype man and benefactor to the U.S. women's team in Paris. He plans to keep the poolside party going into 2028.




"They know deep down in their hearts and they know way in the back of their mind that Flav is right there for us," America's newest water polo superfan said.




By Emmanuel Morgan


Aug 05, 2024


As the robed members of the U.S. women's water polo team stood single file at the pool's edge before their match against Italy at the Paris Olympics, the rapper Flavor Flav stood directly across from them, clapping while the announcer at the Aquatics Centre in St.-Denis, France, listed the American players' names one by one. He made a heart gesture with his hands.



For the rest of the match, he rarely sat. Wearing a personalized water polo cap and jersey and a dessert-plate-size clock on a chain around his neck -- all of them red, white and blue -- America's newest (and perhaps most unlikely) water polo fan leaned nervously against a glass barrier and shouted encouragement.



Whenever the United States scored, he raised his wrists -- both were adorned with big-faced watches -- and shouted gleefully. He does not care if the players cannot hear him, he said; he prefers that they focus on their assignments anyway.



"They know deep down in their hearts and they know way in the back of their mind that Flav is right there for us," he said in an interview at a hospitality venue in Paris after the game.



In an Olympics in which 
Snoop Dogg
 has seemed ubiquitous, a 
women's rugby player
 has recruited an N.F.L. superfan and 
Parisian fans
 have lost their minds, the relationship between a team of women's water polo players and a 65-year-old rapper from Long Island might rank as just another curious pairing. Except it's not: When it comes to water polo, Flavor Flav is quick to remind anyone, he is all in.




The United States beat Italy, 10-3, in a group match on Wednesday. The team then beat France, 17-5, to close pool play with a 3-1 record.




For nearly three months, Flavor Flav, the co-founder of the pioneering rap group Public Enemy and a 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame inductee
, has struck an unusual partnership with the U.S. women's team, vowing to become the program's biggest cheerleader.



During the Olympics, Flav's social media channels have resembled those of a team booster club. He has posed for selfies all over Paris, promoted the achievements of U.S. athletes in a variety of sports and persuaded both the film director 
Spike Lee
 and the celebrity chef Guy Fieri to attend water polo matches.



"Best hypeman in the WORLD!!" Fieri 
posted on social media
.



Flavor Flav drew praise even from the first lady, Jill Biden, who 
posed for a photo
 with him at the water polo arena one night. Leveraging his celebrity and his new fandom, he has shined an uncommonly bright spotlight on a team that, despite its having won three consecutive Olympic gold medals, has long remained in the shadows.



The goal, Flavor Flav said, is to expose the players to new audiences, capitalizing on both the Games and the current era of excitement for other women's sports.



"These girls are out there busting their butts to make the United States look good, and they want good recognition for what they are doing after they're out of the water," he said.



Despite the American team's dominance in water polo, which combines elements of soccer and hockey, the sport is low on the Olympic hierarchy. It fails to receive the same sponsorship dollars as marquee sports like swimming, gymnastics or track and field, and is not showcased often in NBC's precious prime-time slots.



The United States team's relationship with its newest superfan traces its roots to a social media post in May by the squad's captain, Maggie Steffens, in which she asked for support. Many players on the women's national team, she said in the post, juggle multiple jobs along with training.



Flavor Flav's manager showed him the post, and he was astonished by the lengths the women were going to to support themselves as Olympic water polo players. He soon agreed to 
sponsor the team
.




Flavor Flav's enthusiasm for the team has garnered plaudits from the first lady, Jill Biden, and encouraged other celebrities, like the director Spike Lee, to attend matches.




According to the 
five-year agreement
, Flavor Flav, whose real name is William Drayton, will contribute an undisclosed sum to the women's water polo program, attend events and post about the team on social media. He said after the announcement that he would also give an additional $1,000 donation to each player and provide them and their families with a cruise vacation.



His support for U.S. Olympians eventually spread to track and field, after he agreed to help 
pay the rent
 of the American discus thrower Veronica Fraley when he learned via social media that she was struggling to do so.



Flavor Flav first met the men's and women's water polo teams during a June event in Long Beach, Calif., and Steffens said she knew that his enthusiasm was genuine.



"You can tell by his energy and his light," she said.



This side quest for Flavor Flav, known for wearing comically large clock accessories such as glasses and necklaces, adds a point of relevance, however obscure, toward the back end of his career.



Since starting Public Enemy in the 1980s, he has starred in three seasons of a reality television show, "Flavor of Love," in which he was courted by contestants, and he received a lifetime achievement award at the Grammys in 2020.




The American team won gold medals at the London, Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo Games.




His frantic social media photos and videos about water polo in Paris quickly caught attention from broadcast news companies and celebrities. Lee endearingly calls Flavor Flav his "brother" and worked with him when Public Enemy created the soundtrack to Lee's 1998 film, "He Got Game."



While already in Paris for the Games, Lee noticed an Instagram post from the rapper about the team.



"I just couldn't put two and two together," Lee said in a brief phone interview. Lee said he recently saw Flavor Flav at 
a block party in Brooklyn
, where he performed the Public Enemy hit "Fight the Power," a song linked to Lee's 1989 film, "Do the Right Thing." But he did not mention a budding water polo fascination.



He reached out to Flavor Flav, who invited Lee and his family to a match last Monday, after which he met with the team. He said that Flavor Flav's involvement, though curious, aligned with his personality.



"Flavor's always been for the people," Lee said. "What surprised me was the connection."



Ashleigh Johnson, who is a goalkeeper and the team's only Black player, said Flavor Flav's contacts and fandom might help diversify the sport, which is 
predominantly white
. Before arriving in Paris, he jumped in the pool with the players, treading water as he heaved the ball at the net during an upbeat practice session. He bragged that he had scored on Johnson, who is considered one of the best goalkeepers in the Olympics, a feat she said she was OK with.



"Just seeing that, it touched me to see him get in the water and be so confident and buy into our sport so hard," she said. "I have the story in my head that we belong here, but that just solidified it a little bit more."




Ashleigh Johnson, the team's only Black player, said Flavor Flav's contacts and fandom might help diversify the sport.




With more eyes on water polo, Flavor Flav and the players said they hoped to leverage a momentum that had caught on with other women's sports. Caitlin Clark and other young basketball stars have 
driven record viewership
 for the W.N.B.A. and the N.C.A.A. Division I tournament. Simone Biles and the U.S. women's gymnastics team recently 
won gold
 in the team final before 
Biles won the all-around
.



That energy may soon seep into more sports: Michele Kang, the owner of several professional soccer teams, recently 
donated $4 million
 to the U.S. women's rugby sevens team.



"Women's
 
sports has always been around, and now there's a little bit of that light on it," Steffens said. "The most important thing is honoring those legends that already have fought to get this light on them."



Flavor Flav said that he would continue his support for U.S. water polo through the 2028 Summer Games in Los Angeles, though he offered few details on how he would maintain the cultural connection he had made in Paris, other than by planning to attend and promote non-Olympics matches.



He said he would give each of the players a clock if they won the gold medal in Paris. He also plans to soon release "She Got Game," a remake of Public Enemy's 1998 soundtrack, and dedicate it to the women's water polo team and all other women's sports.



"I feel that this is what God put me on this earth to do," he said. "He put me on this earth to love people and to help people out."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/world/olympics/flavor-flav-water-polo.html
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Disqualification Costs India a Gold Medal, but Its Future Still Looks Bright



The wrestler Vinesh Phogat had a chance to become the first woman from India to win an Olympic gold, but she was disqualified when she missed her weight class by a few ounces.




Vinesh Phogat of India competing in a semifinal on Tuesday.




By Jere Longman and Suhasini Raj


Aug 07, 2024


Three and a half ounces, roughly the weight of a small banana, three slices of bread, a deck of cards.



That amount is usually insignificant, but is hugely consequential in sports with weight classes. This small but prohibited excess during a weigh-in on Wednesday morning kept the wrestler Vinesh Phogat from a chance to become the first woman from India, the world's most populous nation, to win an Olympic gold medal in any event.



"It's very shocking," Virender Singh, Phogat's coach, said in a brief interview, adding, "If she got the gold medal, it would have been a turning point for Indian sports."



Phogat, 29, entered these Games as a celebrated figure, 
having overcome knee and elbow injuries and qualified in a lower weight class than her natural weight
 to reach her third Olympics. Last year, she helped lead public protests against what she and other athletes said was 
sexual abuse and harassment
 by the former president of India's wrestling federation.



Her gold medal match was scheduled against an American opponent on Wednesday night. But at the morning weigh-in for the 50-kilogram (110-pound) category, Phogat remained 100 grams, or 3 1/2 ounces, over the limit after trying to cut weight by running on a treadmill and sitting in a sauna. She had gained roughly three pounds, which is common, during replenishment after wrestling in three bouts on Tuesday.



"A billion hearts break," became a common, deflated refrain in India. At the behest of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India's Olympic committee filed an appeal. But international wrestling's rules allow no leeway. Now Phogat would get no medal at all. After the weigh-in, she was given intravenous fluids to treat dehydration.



Asked if he thought the disqualification was unfair, Singh, the coach, said, "This is the law for the world." Instead of unfair, he called it "bad luck for India and for wrestling." Phogat's coaches said her response was, "It's part of the game."



Manu Bhaker, 22, a star in women's shooting, had won two of India's three medals at the Paris Games, both bronzes, through Wednesday. She became the first Indian woman to win two medals at the same Games. But gold remains elusive despite the country's recent efforts to enhance the development, funding and encouragement of female athletes, many of whom have long faced social and cultural barriers to participation in sports.



A steeplechaser named Sonam, 19, India's youth record-holder, said she left her village of Hurthala, southeast of New Delhi, in 2022 to escape an arranged life. Now she delivers packages for Amazon in the capital to sustain her dream of eventually qualifying for the Olympics.



"My family was forcing me to get married," Sonam said in January at Nehru Stadium in New Delhi. "I didn't want to. I want to do something in life."



After Phogat's disqualification, India seemingly still had one final chance to win gold in a women's event at these Games. But it quickly disappeared when the wrestler Antim Panghal, 19, lost her opening match on Wednesday in the 53-kilogram (approximately 117 pounds) category. She left crying from the Champs-de-Mars Arena, in the shadow of the Eiffel Tower.



The teenager's story had been one of impediments overcome. 
Antim is Hindi for "last."
 Her parents, who are farmers, acknowledged that they gave her the name because they hoped she would be their last daughter. But when Panghal began to excel at wrestling, her parents moved from the village of Bhagana in the northern state of Haryana to the town of Hisar to facilitate her training. Her father brought along three water buffaloes because, he told Indian reporters, he didn't "trust the milk you get in cities."



All five of India's female wrestlers competing at the Paris Games are from Haryana, an agricultural region west-northwest of New Delhi, the capital, which provides an inordinate number of India's Olympians, particularly wrestlers and boxers. It is also the home state of 
Neeraj Chopra
, the reigning Olympic javelin champion, who is one of only two Indian men to win individual gold medals.



Haryana is conservative, patriarchal. In some places, girls cannot wear jeans or have cellphones. But Haryana's state government also encourages sports participation by offering jobs, land and cash prizes to medal winners. It is a place where women can find refuge and liberation in sports.



Bhawna Sharma, 18, from Haryana, has been boxing there since she was 11 at the behest of her father, a military officer. "My whole family wants me to be someone," Sharma said before the Olympics. "My father tells me that I'm the best in the world."



It wasn't until the 2000 Sydney Olympics that a woman athlete from India won a medal, when Karnam Malleswari took bronze in weight lifting. Female athletes accounted for three of the seven medals that India won at the 2021 Tokyo Olympics, its best-ever showing at the Summer Games. And at the Asian Games last fall, women accounted for nearly half of India's record haul of 107 medals.



The embrace of tens of thousands of female athletes, many from rural areas, has dovetailed with the general empowerment of women in India and the country's intent to become an Olympic power and to host the 2036 Summer Games, sports officials say.



India's president, 
Droupadi Murmu
, is a woman, as is 
Nita Ambani
, a delegate to the International Olympic Committee and P.T. Usha, the president of its national Olympic committee. Some critics, however, say India still lacks a sufficient number of female coaches and administrators.



"Women are not lacking anything," Ms. Usha, the head of India's Olympic committee, said in New Delhi before the Olympics. "Women are also powerful."



A visit in January to a national training center, in the northwestern city of Patiala, showed the growing expectation for Indian women in sports like weight lifting and boxing.



"Things are not the same anymore," said Mirabai Chanu, 30, a silver medalist in weight lifting at the Tokyo Olympics. "So many women, so many girls, have started participating in various sports. Girls have started getting out from being told they can't do this or that."



Winning a medal can mean something beyond individual recognition. After Lovlina Borgohain, 26, won a bronze in women's boxing at the Tokyo Games, the stone and dirt road from her village of Baro Mukhia was paved with cement. The village was also promised piped-in water and a sports academy.



"When one woman wins a medal, it has a cascading effect," Borgohain said.



And though Muslims have long faced discrimination in India, primarily a Hindu nation, the boxer Nikhat Zareen, 28, has become a two-time world champion, despite her mother's initial reticence about her daughter's career choice.



"If you get hurt, no one will want to marry you," Zareen recalled her mother saying. To which she replied: "No, Mom, don't worry. If I get famous, everyone will want to marry me."



None of these stars won gold in the Paris Games. But that should not be crucial, said 
Sohini Chattopadhyay
, the author of a book about Indian women and sports. Women are winning medals despite societal rules that often define their roles as mothers and wives, she noted in an interview on Wednesday.



"They are asked as soon as they step into the public sphere, why are you here?" Ms. Chattopadhyay said, adding, "What Indian women are doing in sports is already quite incredible."



Yan Zhuang contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/07/world/olympics/vinesh-phogat-disqualified-wrestling.html
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A Jingle Put Cellino & Barnes on the Map. Their Split Inspired a Play.



Many New Yorkers can rattle off the phone number by heart. "Cellino v. Barnes" chronicles the rise and fall of these prominent injury lawyers.




Noah Weisberg as Steve Barnes and Eric William Morris as Ross M. Cellino Jr. in the play "Cellino v. Barnes" at Asylum NYC.




By Matt Stevens


Aug 06, 2024


We must begin with the jingle.



It represents everything you probably know about Ross M. Cellino Jr. and Stephen E. Barnes: They were two New York personal injury lawyers reachable for years at 800-888-8888.



You may also recall hearing about trouble in paradise. The pair went to court in 2017 and, after an extended legal battle, officially split three years later. Then, just a few months following the divorce, 
Barnes and his niece died when a small plane he was piloting crashed
.



Unlikely legal pioneers, Cellino and Barnes proved the power of advertising. From the 1990s through their breakup, they became billboard royalty whose influence expanded beyond western New York -- where their original office was -- to New York City and California, not only elevating the art of personal injury law but also enriching themselves in the process. Their firm made profits of more than $165 million from settling cases for its clients for $1.5 billion, according to court documents filed as part of the 2017 dispute.



Their story, including the demise of their empire, is now unfolding in the Off Broadway play 
"Cellino v. Barnes,"
 which is running through October at Asylum NYC. The show dates back to 2018, when it first played at Union Hall in Brooklyn.



The playwrights, Mike B. Breen, 35, and David Rafailedes, 34, said the broad outlines of the 75-minute play are basically true. But they condensed the timeline of events and took dramatic liberties as they saw fit.



Here is how the story made its way to the stage as a dark comedy.



Are these lawyers worthy of a play?



Breen, who grew up in Buffalo, does not remember a time without the Cellino & Barnes billboards. "Part of my life," he called them. The idea of writing a play about the lawyers took hold when they split up, which was the talk of the town, he said.



Breen acknowledged that staging the story of two lawyers who became prominent for their advertising savvy is a little absurd. But when he and Rafailedes began digging into the history and interviewing former employees, they realized the story was also funny -- and fascinating. The lawyers' unusual bromance, multimillion-dollar empire, personal squabbles and spectacular breakup are dramatic enough for the theater, according to the writers.



"I had a tough time wrapping my head around the fact that this was such a successful firm, and our understanding was that it was on rails," Rafailedes said. "Cellino could have more or less retired and kept making money. All he had to do was stomach the fact that his and Barnes's name were side by side on the billboard."




The lawyers in one of their ads. They opened their own firm in 1994, and expertly fine-tuned their advertising over the years.




How did Cellino and Barnes get together?



Cellino's father, Ross M. Cellino Sr., founded Cellino & Likoudis in 1958, building it in part by leveraging billboards that asked a pertinent, straightforward question: "Injured?"



Barnes, a former Marine, was eventually hired there. And in 1994 he and Ross Jr. decided to open their own firm -- one that would concentrate on personal injury cases.



Where did the jingle come from?



The lawyers expanded the advertising -- "Injured? Head-on? T-bone? Rear-end?" -- and also stuck their faces on the ads after a salesman visited their office and showed Cellino a photo of a Texas billboard featuring a TV news anchor.



They also commissioned a jingle writer to develop 
their infectious advertising tune
. It cost them just $500.



The phone number that critically came at the end of each ad would change incrementally over the years, evolving into the memorable succession of eights that the lawyers bought in 2012.



"Cellino and Barnes. Injury attorneys. 800-888-8888 -- Don't wait. Call eight!"



How did the partnership dissolve?



In 2005, an appellate court censured Barnes and suspended Cellino for six months after an investigation found, among other things, that the firm had been lending clients money against potential settlements through a mortgage company it owned.



When Cellino returned from his suspension, relations between the two men 
reportedly
 took a turn, even though they were earning millions of dollars annually.



By 2017, Cellino 
filed court papers to dissolve their professional corporation
 and open his own family firm. Barnes countersued, charging trademark infringement. Thus began a legal battle in which the two men would bombard each other with filings for years.



"At the end of our relationship, there were some differences of opinion on how things should operate," Cellino, now 66, said last week in an interview. He confirmed that one source of tension had been his desire to hire his daughter. "But that wasn't the only thing," Cellino added.






In the summer of 2020, Cellino and Barnes announced they had settled their case and were breaking the firm into two. Months later, in October, Barnes's plane crashed.



"He honestly was a good partner," Cellino said of Barnes, adding that they didn't hate each other, as media reports at the time described.



"If I had to do it all over again," Cellino added, "we should have stayed together."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/theater/cellino-v-barnes-play.html
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Whitney Museum Announces 2026 Biennial Curators



Marcela Guerrero and Drew Sawyer will organize the 82nd edition of the museum's signature survey of contemporary American art.




On Tuesday, the Whitney Museum named Marcela Guerrero, right, and Drew Sawyer curators for its 2026 Whitney Biennial.




By Zachary Small


Aug 06, 2024


The Whitney Museum of American Art has named two curators from its ranks to organize the next edition of its Biennial, what is arguably the most important art show in the United States. The 2026 exhibition will be helmed by 
Marcela Guerrero
, who is known for elevating the work of Latin American artists, and 
Drew Sawyer,
 a photography curator who joined the institution last year  from the Brooklyn Museum.



"This is a huge endeavor," said Guerrero, 44, who also said that she was excited to partner with Sawyer, 42. "He has a great eye; great discipline."



Both curators have received praise for organizing exhibitions that quickly became must-sees in New York. Guerrero was 
promoted
 last year from an assistant curatorial position after 
her exhibition
 on Puerto Rican art in the wake of Hurricane Maria. (The show was billed as the first scholarly exhibition on Puerto Rican art at a major American institution in nearly 50 years.)



Sawyer recently finished his tenure at the Brooklyn Museum with "Copy Machine Manifestos: Artists Who Make Zines," an exhibition about zine culture that he organized with the art historian Branden Joseph. The art critic Martha Schwendener 
called the show
 "an echo from the past, but also a blueprint for future generations of artists and dissidents." Sawyer has curated his first show at the Whitney, opening Aug. 24:  
"Mark Armijo McKnight: Decreation,"
 which features this emerging photographer's black and white prints of anonymous nude people in stark landscapes.



Scott Rothkopf, the director of the Whitney, said that both curators excel at finding new voices. "I see the Biennial more and more as an engine that moves the whole museum forward," he said in an interview. "They are both fantastic talent scouts who think broadly and are able to synthesize really interesting strands of contemporary art."



The modern format of the Whitney Biennial started in 1973, though the museum has produced regular surveys of contemporary art since 1937. It has become a defining feature of the institution, playing its role as a 
cultural barometer
 and 
occasional
 
lightning
 
rod
.



Rothkopf said the Whitney Biennial is one of the most expensive shows produced at the museum because of its scope, commissioned artworks and artists' fees. But the institution also relies on the exhibition to drive public interest. Total attendance for the current 2024 biennial, ending Sunday, is at nearly 400,000, with almost a quarter of all visitors coming for free admissions hours on Friday evenings and the second Sunday of every month.



More than 3,600 artists have participated in the program over the last half-century, creating an alumni roster filled with names like Jean-Michel Basquiat, Louise Bourgeois, Glenn Ligon and Julia Mehretu. The exhibition is also a star vehicle for curators looking to eventually lead institutions of their own. Lisa Phillips, director of the New Museum, and Thelma Golden, director of the Studio Museum in Harlem, both helped organize the 
1993 Whitney Biennial
 alongside the curators John G. Hanhardt and Elisabeth Sussman.



Guerrero and Sawyer have only just started planning for the 2026 edition, and the next couple years will involve traveling across the globe to survey the field. Recent biennials have expanded on the idea of contemporary American art to include artists living out of the country or who might have already died.



"The institution has always paid attention to how we define America and what is American art," Sawyer said, "but also what those questions look like in relation to the rest of the world."



One theme has emerged since the curators started thinking about their Biennial: climate change. Guerrero said that sustainability and the environment has become a concern for artists and institutions. (Many curators have taken on this topic, most recently The Asia Society's 
"Coal & Ice."
 )



However, the curatorial pair are leaving the door open. "A lot could happen in the next two years -- we have a presidential election coming up," Sawyer said. "We are all thinking about that and what the future could hold."










This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/06/arts/design/whitney-museum-2026-biennial-curators.html
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Critic's Notebook



As War in Ukraine Persists, Where Is a Conductor's Red Line?



Teodor Currentzis, whose MusicAeterna receives funding from a Russian state bank, has eluded censure at the prestigious Salzburg Festival.




The conductor Teodor Currentzis has been a fixture at the Salzburg Festival in Austria, where he is leading a production of "Don Giovanni" this summer.




By Joshua Barone


Aug 07, 2024


When Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022, the classical music world's reaction 
was
 
swift
. Artists with ties to President Vladimir V. Putin, or those who had publicly supported his war efforts, were dropped by orchestras and opera houses across the West.



One person who seemed to elude such punishment, though, was Teodor Currentzis, who is leading concerts and a production of 
Mozart's "Don Giovanni"
 at the prestigious Salzburg Festival in Austria. More than two years into the war, his continued presence there is frustrating to many, raising uncomfortable questions about what is acceptable in service of music.



Currentzis, who was born in Greece, was given Russian citizenship by Putin's government in 2014, the year Russia invaded the Crimean peninsula. Two decades ago, he founded MusicAeterna, a small musical empire that started as an orchestra and now includes a choir and dance company in St. Petersburg.



MusicAeterna doesn't have any direct affiliation with Putin, but it 
came under scrutiny
 after the 2022 invasion because of support from the state-controlled VTB Bank (which has been penalized by the United States), as well as other government-related donors. Currentzis has been silent about the war, neither denouncing Russia nor supporting Ukraine.



And he has lost some
 
work as a result. Earlier this year, the Wiener Festwochen in Austria 
canceled an appearance
 by him and the German SWR Symphony Orchestra after fierce criticism from the Ukrainian conductor Oksana Lyniv, who appeared at the same festival with Ukrainian musicians.



Salzburg has stood by Currentzis but not by his Russian musicians. The "Don Giovanni" here is a revival of a production that originated in 2021, with him conducting. Then, the pit ensemble was MusicAeterna. Now it's Utopia, the all-star group, in the spirit of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, that he started in 2022; pointedly, it is based in Western Europe.




Nadezhda Pavlova, center, as Donna Anna in "Don Giovanni," directed by Romeo Castellucci.




Still, Currentzis is in a game of political Twister, stretching himself across the Russia-West divide as he builds Utopia with a foot in St. Petersburg, where he continues to lead MusicAeterna. Despite this, Markus Hinterhauser, Salzburg's artistic director, has repeatedly defended him in the press. 
Speaking with Bernhard Neuhoff
 of the local BR Klassik last year, he said that he had never heard Currentzis say anything in favor of Putin or the war.



But when pushed by Neuhoff, Hinterhauser said he was actively thinking about where the "red line lies" with Currentzis, who has been a fixture at Salzburg since 2017. "I can only decide," he added, "on a case-by-case basis."



A new test arose a month ago, when 
Van Magazine reported
 that VTB Bank was planning to build a concert hall and complex for MusicAeterna in St. Petersburg. So far, 
according to Russian media
, the project has gone only so far as a letter of intent.



Would building the MusicAeterna complex finally constitute a red line? And would it, in a roundabout way, represent a stance by Currentzis, who otherwise has remained silent?



For now, Salzburg is continuing its course. In July, Currentzis was back for rehearsals and the festival's opening concert. The public has been encouraged by his defenders, at the festival and in the media, to glean his opinions from his music, which, at its best, is some of the finest and most fascinating in the industry. At "Don Giovanni" on Tuesday, his thoughts seemed more focused on Mozart than on the moral dilemmas of war.




Dmitry Ulyanov, on the mattress, with, Davide Luciano, left, and Kyle Ketelsen in the production.




This production, directed by Romeo Castellucci, is billed as new, though it is more like a revision of the 2021 staging. When I saw it then, I couldn't stand it. Currentzis and Castellucci are strong-willed control freaks capable of greatness on their own and 
tasteless extravagance together
. Three years ago, they put on a parade of vulgarity and self-indulgence, stretching the opera more than a half-hour beyond its usual running time.



On Tuesday, there were still flourishes from the original, like long pauses that had audience members sighing and gratuitous fortepiano continuo with interjections of dissonance. But the staging was shorter by 20 crucial minutes, and more intelligently focused. There was a clear visual vocabulary for each half, one for Don Giovanni's crimes and another for his punishments. And Castellucci persuasively balanced the two moods of the opera as a "dramma giocoso": a drama with jokes.



In the pit, the Utopia players and singers, handpicked from European ensembles, and also featuring about a dozen members of MusicAeterna, had an excellent blend of historical sound and modern idiosyncrasy. While conducting, Currentzis gestured as if his life depended on it. But he laid out a brilliantly argued vision for the score, of dramatically paced recitative and gracefully spun arias. It held your attention, regardless of whether you agreed with it.



As is often the case with Currentzis performances, though, it felt a little icky. The festival doesn't seem entirely comfortable with him, either. In 2021, Currentzis discussed the opera at events and with journalists. This year, he is absent from public appearances; he also isn't featured in the program book or a magazine for Salzburg's supporters.



The festival continues to put itself in an awkward position by supporting Currentzis, but his position is also tricky. If he were to publicly denounce the war, he would salvage his career in the West. But to do so would also compromise MusicAeterna, the musical project that has become his life's work.



What, though, will become of his life's work if he continues to maneuver the politics of Russia and the West in service of his artistry above all? War is often a morality test, and Currentzis's legacy will depend on the decisions he makes today.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Festival Winners Crowd New York Film Festival Main Slate Lineup



Top titles from Cannes and Berlin, like Sean Baker's "Anora" and Mati Diop's "Dahomey," join new work by Pedro Almodovar, Steve McQueen and RaMell Ross.




Tilda Swinton, left, and Julianne Moore in Pedro Almodovar's "The Room Next Door."




By Annie Aguiar


Aug 06, 2024


This fall's New York Film Festival will feature celebrated prizewinners from Cannes and the Berlinale, organizers announced Tuesday, unveiling a main slate that will join new works from the filmmakers Pedro Almodovar, Steve McQueen and RaMell Ross.



The festival, which runs Sept. 27 to Oct. 14, will screen films from 24 countries and include two world premieres, five North American premieres and 17 American premieres.



Ross's film, "The Nickel Boys," is an adaptation of Colson Whitehead's Pulitzer Prize-winning 2019 novel about two Black teenagers in a Jim Crow-era Florida reform school. It's the opening-night selection. Almodovar's "The Room Next Door," about a rekindled friendship between women played by Julianne Moore and Tilda Swinton, will be the centerpiece. And the festival will close with Steve McQueen's "Blitz," starring Saoirse Ronan as a working-class single mother in London who gets separated from her 9-year-old son during World War II.



Winners from Cannes and the Berlin Film Festival feature heavily in the festival's main slate lineup.



Cannes imports include the Palme d'Or winner "Anora," from Sean Baker; the Grand Prix winner "All We Imagine as Light" from Payal Kapadia; best director winner Miguel Gomes's "Grand Tour"; the two best-director winners from the Un Certain Regard section, Roberto Minervini with "The Damned" and Rungano Nyoni with "On Becoming a Guinea Fowl"; and special prize winner "The Seed of the Sacred Fig" from Mohammad Rasoulof.



Berlinale veterans playing in New York include the Golden Bear prizewinner "Dahomey," a documentary from Mati Diop about the complicated postcolonial legacy of artifacts from the former African kingdom; Philippe Lesage's Quebecois coming-of-age drama, "Who by Fire"; and the documentary "No Other Land," about the destruction of West Bank villages by the Israeli military, made over five years by a Palestinian-Israeli collective.



Two festival mainstays, the filmmakers Hong Sang-soo and Wang Bing, will each have two films playing this fall.



Hong is bringing "By the Stream," about a former film director, and "A Traveler's Needs," which won the Silver Bear Grand Jury Prize at the Berlinale and stars Isabelle Huppert as an inexperienced French teacher in a Seoul suburb. (Hong also showed two films last year.)



The second and third parts of Wang's observational nonfiction "Youth" trilogy, titled "Youth (Hard Times)" and "Youth (Homecoming)" and focused on migrant textile workers in the Chinese district of Zhili, will also screen at the festival. The first part of the trilogy, "Youth (Spring)," was included in last year's lineup.



"The most notable thing about the films in the main slate -- and in the other sections that we will announce in the coming weeks -- is the degree to which they emphasize cinema's relationship to reality," the festival's artistic director Dennis Lim said in a news release. "They are reminders that, in the hands of its most vital practitioners, film has the capacity to reckon with, intervene in and reimagine the world."
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'House of the Dragon': 5 Questions as We Look Ahead to Season 3



Where is that wagon going? And who were those unfamiliar dragons? The Season 2 finale left viewers with many cliffhangers and much to ponder.




Helaena (Phia Saban) seems to see even more than we realized. But will she see her own story continue much longer?




By Jennifer Vineyard


Aug 05, 2024


The Season 2 finale of "House of the Dragon," which aired Sunday on HBO, provided a surprising amount of new information. But it stirred up a lot of new questions, too. Characters with magical abilities showed their hands. One missing major character reappeared, while others began to make their exits. And 
a few new dragons
 were spotted along the way.



One thing that wasn't seen? Anything resembling a resolution. As the many cliffhangers hang and the various armies get into position, here are a few questions we're still contemplating as we await Season 3.



Who was that strange figure in Daemon's vision?



Aside from the dragons themselves, this has been a low-magic season -- except at the cursed castle of Harrenhal. There, Daemon (Matt Smith) was plagued by waking dreams, apparently influenced by the mysterious Alys Rivers (Gayle Rankin). In the finale, Alys granted him a larger vision -- one that mostly got him up to speed on events to come in "Game of Thrones."



One small detail -- a pale face bearing a wine-colored birthmark -- stood out as particularly unfamiliar, though. It appeared finally to confirm the identity of the man previously known as the Three-Eyed Raven, revealing him to be none other than Brynden Rivers, a.k.a. Bloodraven. This is a future descendant of Daemon's, which may be why Daemon can access the weirwood network.



What about Helaena?



The appearance of Helaena (Phia Saban) in Daemon's vision indicates that she could be more aware than previously thought. Certainly, this odd and tragic soul was positioned to be her generation's dreamer. But now there are larger questions about her clairvoyance, and about what Alys and Bloodraven might have to do with that. Are they helping or manipulating her? Is she their Bran Stark?



What larger part will she soon play? Or will she play any part at all? Her one-eyed brother, Aemond (Ewan Mitchell), threatened her life after she refused to ride her dragon into battle. He's a dangerous guy. How willing is he to make good on that threat?




Hey, there's Otto (Rhys Ifans). But ... where is Otto, exactly?




Where are the Hightowers?



The Hightowers -- Alicent (Olivia Cooke) and Otto (Rhys Ifans) -- are being removed from the chessboard. Alicent has declared that she is willing to sacrifice her son Aegon if it means she can retire in peace, and by the end of the episode she seems ready flee. But based on "Fire & Blood," the source book by George R.R. Martin, Alicent has more to do. How long of a sabbatical can Alicent take before she is pulled back into the intrigue, especially once she finds that Aegon is missing? And what happens next if her old friend Rhaenyra (Emma D'Arcy) tries to take her up on her offer to hand over King's Landing?



And then there's Otto, a complete wild card. He has been missing in action since Episode 3, and near the end of the finale, we see him imprisoned in a cell of some sort, held by parties unknown. Did Larys Strong (Matthew Needham) store Otto there for future use? Or did Otto follow Alicent's suggestion to seek out the Tyrells, a move that might have ended in disaster? Is he a prisoner of the Beesburys? After all, Otto is blamed for the death of Lyman Beesbury (Bill Paterson) in Season 1, and as a result, Otto's nephew, Lord Ormund Hightower, is fighting the Beesburys in the Reach.



Who were those two new dragons?



For the past few episodes, Rhaena Targaryen (Phoebe Campbell) has been trying to track down a wild dragon in the Vale who has been barbecuing a bunch of local sheep. In the Season 2 finale, she finally comes face-to-snout with it -- and its feelings toward her are far from clear. Readers of the books know this dragon as Sheepstealer. Does he want Rhaena to be his rider?



In the final montage, we also see a dragon flying overhead as the Hightower army marches to battle. Based on the books, this appears to be Tessarion, who is ridden by Daeron, Alicent's oft-forgotten third son.



On the subject of dragons: Seasmoke's choice of a new rider, Addam of Hull (Clinton Liberty), raises a key question. In the books, we are told that no dragon has ever had two riders while the first is still alive. Does this mean that Laenor Velaryon (John Macmillan), who faked his death in Season 1, is truly dead now? Or have the rules changed? And if that rule has changed, what else from the books may have changed?




Aegon and Larys (Tom Glynn-Carney, left, and Matthew Needham) preparing for a little road trip.




Where is Aegon going?



Aegon II (Tom Glynn-Carney) is in bad shape, and Larys Strong suggests they skip town. His mother believes she can convince her son to renounce his claim; he might then serve the realm either in a Sept or the Night's Watch. (Celibacy is no longer a dealbreaker.) Larys had better things in mind, like an all-expenses paid vacation in Braavos. The last we see of them both, Larys is smuggling Aegon out of King's Landing in a wagon full of caged birds.



Is this meant to echo Arya's escape from "Game of Thrones"? Mayhaps. But like Arya, they may not end up where they are headed. Can this impulsive, insecure Targaryen really sit out a war being fought in his name?
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Lincoln Center Taps Education Leader as Next President



Mariko Silver, a former president of Bennington College, will take the reins of the organization as it seeks to expand its audience and increase fund-raising.




Mariko Silver, 46, who is taking the reins at Lincoln Center, which she called "the beating heart of New York City." She grew up a few blocks away studying dance and theater as a child.




By Javier C. Hernandez


Aug 07, 2024


Mariko Silver, a prominent leader in education, government and the nonprofit sphere, will serve as the next president and chief executive of Lincoln Center, the organization announced on Wednesday.



Silver, who previously led Bennington College in Vermont and the Henry Luce Foundation in New York, will succeed 
Henry Timms
, who 
left last month
 after five years in the job.



She will take the reins of Lincoln Center as it works to broaden its audience, navigate an uncertain economy and push through an 
ambitious plan to tear down the barriers
 between the center and the surrounding neighborhood. She will also help shape its programming; the center has recently shifted away from classical music in favor of genres like pop, hip-hop, social dance and comedy.



"Lincoln Center is the beating heart of New York City," Silver said in an interview. "I'm incredibly excited to get going and do the work of bringing more beauty, more joy, more art and more human feeling into the world."



The appointment is a milestone for Lincoln Center: Silver, 46, whose father is Jewish and mother is Japanese American, will be the first woman of color to serve as president and chief executive. It is also a homecoming of sorts: Silver grew up a few blocks from the center and studied dance and theater as a child.



Steven R. Swartz, the president and chief executive of Hearst, who serves as chair of Lincoln Center's board, said the organization was impressed by Silver's record as a nonprofit executive. At Bennington, where she was president from 2013 to 2019, she oversaw the largest capital campaign in the school's history, raising more than $90 million. She also serves as chair of the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art's board and was an official at the Department of Homeland Security in the Obama administration.



"There is a dynamism there," Swartz said. "There's a charisma. There's an energy level that I thought really reflects where we are at Lincoln Center today."



Silver will have to navigate Lincoln Center's delicate relationship with its constituent organizations, including the Metropolitan Opera, the New York City Ballet and the New York Philharmonic. The center acts as landlord to those groups but has little power over them, since each has its own leadership, board and budget. The center also presents its own work, sometimes in competition with its constituents.



Deborah Borda
, a former president and chief executive at the Philharmonic, who worked with Timms to complete a long-stalled 
$550 million renovation
 of David Geffen Hall, said Silver was a "dynamic, likable" force. The two got to know each other at Bennington, where Borda serves on the board.



"She's a gifted collaborator," Borda said. "When the president of Lincoln Center works well with the constituents, that makes a real difference."



Silver will be tasked with leading a costly renovation of Lincoln Center's western side, breaking down the boundaries that separate the campus from Amsterdam Avenue. The project began under Timms and remains in its early phases.



Darren Walker, president of the Ford Foundation and a member of Lincoln Center's board, said that Silver was a "wicked smart and deeply empathetic" leader who was well suited for the job. But he also said the center would face challenges, including raising money in an uncertain economy.



"Lincoln Center sits at the intersection of the arts, philanthropy, economics and politics," he said. "It will take a shrewd and savvy leader to navigate that context in the coming years."



After a turbulent period, including years of 
financial woes and leadership churn
 followed by the pandemic, Lincoln Center is on more stable ground.



The organization's identity and offerings have changed substantially over the past decade. The old Lincoln Center Festival 
was scrapped
 a few years before Timms arrived, and with it the ambitious productions it brought each summer from around the world, including Noh theater and Kabuki theater from Japan, Indonesian dance and Chinese opera.



The Mostly Mozart Festival was replaced with a more eclectic festival, 
Summer for the City
, during which the center hangs a 
giant disco ball
 over its main plaza.



Some critics have suggested that the center has gone too far, abandoning its traditional role as a champion of classic art forms.



Silver said programming choices should not be framed as classical versus other genres.



"A binary has been drawn that I just don't subscribe to," she said. "I love the celebration of 50 years of hip-hop as much as I love 'The Magic Flute.'"



Silver's mother is Joan Shigekawa, a television producer and a former official at the National Endowment for the Arts. Her father was 
Tony Silver
, whose 1983 documentary, "Style Wars," was one of the earliest accounts of hip-hop culture.



Silver recalled that as a teenager in 1996, she flew from Los Angeles, where she finished high school, to New York, to catch the mezzo-soprano Cecilia Bartoli in Mozart's "Cosi Fan Tutte" at the Met Opera.



Silver said that she wanted more people to experience Lincoln Center's offerings.



"The opportunity of stepping onto the Lincoln Center campus," she said, "should be something that's available to everyone."
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'Yo Gabba GabbaLand!' Revives a Cult Kids Show



This reboot features the same characters and still emphasizes music and dance while seeking to "make the world of Gabba an actual place," a creator said.




Created by Christian Jacobs, left, and Scott Schultz, "Yo Gabba Gabbaland!" brings back familiar characters and vibes.




By Robert Ito


Aug 05, 2024


When "Yo Gabba Gabba!" premiered on Nickelodeon in 2007, the series looked and sounded like nothing else on children's TV. It starred five toys that have come to life, including Brobee; a half-broccoli, half-bee hybrid with a bushy black unibrow; and Muno, a giant Cyclops with bumps all over his cherry-red body. Preschool viewers, typically treated to less challenging musical fare, heard performances from acts like Bootsy Collins, the Roots, My Chemical Romance and Weezer.



Like Disney theme parks, the music and dance-centric show sought to entertain children while also appealing to their parents, a particularly tough task for shows aimed at the preschool set. In many ways it succeeded, garnering a loyal fan base that spanned generations.



The show eventually became a kind of cultural phenomenon, spawning a live touring show and a line of toys, and showing up at places as dissimilar as the Marvel series "WandaVision" and Coachella. At the concerts, fans could sing along to lyrics about, say, worms and centipedes hanging out underground ("Follow the Oskie Bugs") or carrots and green beans that get sad if you don't eat them ("Party in My Tummy").



"I do think that's part of the beauty of the show," said Scott Schultz, who created the show with Christian Jacobs. "It's confusing, but in a fun way."



"Yo Gabba Gabba!" was canceled in 2015, but the creators continued to dream of ways to revive the characters and the show. "We kept thinking, let's make it bigger, let's make the world of Gabba an actual place, almost like a destination," Jacobs said. They eventually found a willing partner in Apple TV+, and production began in 2022.



Now the gang is back in a new series, "Yo Gabba GabbaLand!," which premieres on Aug. 9. The original host, DJ Lance Rock, has been replaced by Kammy Kam, played by Kamryn Smith, a 13-year-old dancer from Phoenix. The show's "Beat of the Day" duties have transferred from the late rapper Biz Markie to Reggie Watts, Big Daddy Kane and others.



Like the original, the new show has celebrity guest stars (Gillian Jacobs, Chelsea Peretti, Diplo) and an eclectic mix of musical acts (Thundercat, Kurt Vile, Paul Williams). The overarching mission has remained largely the same: to teach valuable life lessons, including the power of sharing ("Sharing is awesome!"), how to chill out when you're feeling mad, why it's OK to cry (even if you're a ghost) and the importance of exercise.




As Kammy Kam, Kamryn Smith succeeds the first show's host, DJ Lance Rock.




In a joint video interview, Schultz, who is also lead singer of the indie-pop group Majestic, and Jacobs, the lead singer of the ska band the Aquabats, talked about the joys and challenges of creating a musical show for those under 5. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



Disney kids shows, going back to "The Mickey Mouse Club," tend to have very polished child performers who can sing, dance, act. Most of the children you have on your show aren't like that.



CHRISTIAN JACOBS
 On the old show, a lot of them were friends that our kids played soccer with, or had a dance class with. Part of the energy of the show is to be super inclusive, and so we don't just go to a casting director and say, "Hey, find us kids."



SCOTT SCHULTZ
 We're not trying to cast by who's the best dancer. We're just bringing on kids to be themselves, as long as they're old enough to not be traumatized by being on a set.



Do some of them get traumatized?



SCHULTZ
 They're all excited to be there. But 2-year-olds do get freaked out. They see the characters and they're like [screams]. They're giant!



"Yo Gabba Gabba!" always booked good bands and that continues in the new one. How do you decide who is going to be on the show?



JACOBS
 It doesn't matter how big your star power is, or how many followers you have on Instagram. It's more about the music, because those preschool kids don't know about any of that other stuff.



The Linda Lindas were one of the first guests we booked [in the reboot]. They're so fun and amazing and such great musicians and had grown up watching "Yo Gabba Gabba!" as kids. We already knew that they were fans of the show. When Brobee and the characters showed up to dance with them, they were looking at each other like, oh, my gosh, I can't believe we're here.



For their sequence, you had them dress like little shrimps, feelers and all.



JACOBS
 That was for the "Little" episode, where the gang was going to Shrimp Town. So we brought that idea to them and said, "Would you guys be into this?" If they were like, "Nah, we don't want to be shrimps," we would have had them do something else. But they were really into it.



SCHULTZ
 It's highly collaborative with the bands, but the idea isn't to promote the bands. It's about finding the music that moves me and Christian and the people around us, and finding the bands who can participate in that best kind of preschool version of yourself.




The Linda Lindas, performing as shrimp, were the new show's first musical guest.




Is there a trick to writing an ear-wormy song for a 3-year-old?



JACOBS
 I don't think the songs are that different [from a typical pop tune] outside of themes. We're not singing about love, or my boyfriend broke up with me, or like, I'm going to the club this weekend. We're singing about things that are milestones for kids, or things that you would learn about, or something that's thematic to the episode.



You have a song on the show about remembering to chew your food. That's not something you're likely to hear on the radio.



JACOBS
 It's similar to "Party in My Tummy" from the old show, where they're things that you deal with as a parent or a caregiver but that we overlook as adults. It's like, yeah, of course, I'm going to chew my food. But sometimes, as a kid, you take a big bite and just swallow it, and you get it stuck in your throat. One of our writers, Noah Jones, he did the show "Pickle and Peanut" a few years back, he came up with that. It's not something you would think of right off the bat for a song, but it made a lot of sense.



What do people get wrong when they're doing shows for children?



SCHULTZ
 I think sometimes adults get trapped in the experience of what we're supposed to do as adults, and we lose touch with that authentic child that really experiences life without all the past and all the future. We lose sight of the experience of being a preschool kid. So we're constantly trying to recapture that, and reframe our adult minds to really get into that preschool experience.



JACOBS
 Are we up in the tower casting down our wisdom and knowledge to these beings that don't understand what we know? Or are we down there in the sand with them, pushing the cars and digging the holes and having fun? Scott and I want to be in the sandbox, creating and learning with the kids.
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Keep Calm and Carry a Portable Fan



As temperatures continue to rise, small electric fans have become a go-to accessory at bars, restaurants and even the post office.




Portable fans were out in force in New York City last week. 




By Gina Cherelus


Aug 06, 2024


At "Wine For Me," a monthly party for natural wine enthusiasts in Brooklyn, attendees were packed inside Public Records, a cafe and music venue in Gowanus, sipping red, white, orange and rose wines on a hot and humid Saturday afternoon in July.



Dancing right in front of the D.J., whose mix of R&B and hip-hop electrified the crowd, was Adrienne Black, 32, a social strategist who lives in Crown Heights. With each sway, she waved one hand toward the ceiling, while her other hand held a mini, battery-powered pink fan that was blowing cool air into her face.



A decade ago, a portable fan wouldn't have been a typical accessory you'd spot at a party, bar or club, but as summer weather 
continues
 to hit record-breaking temperatures, people aren't just reaching for their keys, lip gloss and sunglasses before heading out of the house.



"I definitely have it on me all the time, because even in the subway, just waiting for the train, it's very stuffy down there," Ms. Black said of her fan. 



Small electric fans have been a trendy accessory in the United States in recent years, with many people on social media saying the devices first took hold in Asian countries. 
According to Google Trends
, there was a mid-summer pickup in shopping interest in "hand-held fans," many of them battery-powered. Now they can be spotted everywhere from bars to outdoor festivals to conferences and even the post office as a summer necessity for those 
looking to avoid
 
excessive sweating
 and 
overheating
 and a sign that the changing climate is affecting how we accessorize.



Last July, Drake 
drew laughs
 for borrowing one of the devices from a fan while performing. And advertisements for the fans -- many of which are rechargeable and double as flashlights or phone chargers -- can hardly be avoided online, with 
popular videos
 on TikTok showcasing various options.



One night last year, at a restaurant in Downtown Brooklyn, I witnessed a woman complaining to her friend that she was very hot. Over loud music blaring through the speakers, she continued expressing her discomfort while fanning herself -- until she was interrupted by a bartender.



"I got you," the barkeep said before spinning around and pulling a small electric fan from her bag.



"It's a very communal mind-set to have, like let me take care of you," said Makia Jones, who works in communications for a non-profit and lives in Crown Heights. Ms. Jones, 27, has about three fans that she uses in rotation, including one that's discreetly shaped like a perfume bottle.



"I've literally been sitting out at bars before where it's starting to get hot and sticky and, without even asking, the stranger next to me will just fan me off for a little bit," she added.



Ms. Jones purchased her first fan in 2022. After moving to New York City from Denver in 2021, and no longer having access to a car with air conditioning, she realized how essential a fan could be to a city commuter. She's now in search of fans with batteries that last longer.



"I need to prepare for a world where it is always going to be hot," she said. "So it's changing my wardrobe, it's changing my skin care and, of course, the fan too."




While visiting Hudson Yards last week, Thu Nyein hung her fan from the strap of her purse.




Shardea Walker, a nanny living in Brooklyn, frequently uses a light pink mini fan that she was gifted last summer on a bachelorette trip to Houston. She had purchased a different style in 2018 -- square-shaped and able to hang from her neck -- but she had reserved that one only for vacations. Today, Ms. Walker, 32, said such devices have become a necessity for her, especially when she's going to an event.



"I'm wearing a full face of makeup and I'm sitting outside," she said. "So, honestly, my aim, obviously outside of being cool, is my makeup not just completely melting off."



"If I see the sun is beaming and the humidity is high, I'm throwing it in my bag," she added.



Ms. Black said she prefers using fans with a case around the blades, rather than options where 
there is no protection
. "I don't want to get caught on someone's hair or outfit," Ms. Black said.



Ms. Walker said she understood those incidents on a personal level. She admitted that she had to replace an uncased fan that she was gifted by a friend after the original got tangled in her hair extensions last summer while at a bar. 



"I had it going around my face and then my hair got stuck in the fan," she said. "And then obviously it didn't turned the same way anymore and I had to get a new one."



She said she was able to remove most of her weave from the fan but there were still some strands stuck inside it. When asked why that didn't deter her from using the case-less variety, she said she wasn't concerned it would happen again.



"I was drunk and just had it too close to my face," she said.
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Piece of Me



Sophia Roe's Charm Earring



The James Beard Award-winning chef is at her best when her bangs and eyeliner are right and her earrings are asymmetrical.



By Amelia Diamond


Jul 27, 2024


There are certain rules that Sophia Roe can't seem to shake from her years working in restaurants: short nails, no nail polish, a separate sink to wash her hands.



But when the James Beard Award-winning chef is cooking for her half a million Instagram followers in her Brooklyn culinary studio, 
Apartment Miso
, Ms. Roe's approach is more relaxed. "When I'm in my studio, this is my space to spiritually take my shirt off, wear what I want," she said. "If that means I want to wear five earrings and a hat and rings on every finger when I cook, I do it."



In an interview that has been edited and condensed Ms. Roe talks about one charm-covered earring that serves as a wearable expression of who she is and a representation of the people who matter to her.



Tell me about your earring.



The earring itself is a Yona Kohen earring. It's just this long, simple drop earring. It's so long that if I stand, I have my head straight, the earring almost touches the bottom of my neck or the top of my shoulder. I'm notorious for wearing two completely different earrings. Sometimes maybe even only just one earring. And so what's happened is, over time, I've just got all these little charms and these little bits and bobbles of other earrings and other necklaces that have just acquired on this one earring. So this one earring is like 10 earrings. It's like a charm bracelet for my ear.




"I think it's kind of like its own little organism at this point," Sophia Roe said about her earring. "It just keeps shifting and changing."




Do any of the charms have significant meaning?



I think it's kind of like its own little organism at this point. It just keeps shifting and changing. There's a little mushroom on there that my manager gave me. She gave me a set of mushroom earrings, so I just took the mushroom charm off and put it on this one earring. When my C.O.O. first started with me, she was my assistant, and she got me these grape earrings. And so I just took the grape off the earring, and now it's on this one earring. So definitely there's stuff on there that means a lot to me, but I don't think it's all sentimental or nostalgia-driven. I think my earring is very much a physical representation of what's happening inside of me. So even if I am having a monochrome kind of day, I think that earring very much personifies who I am, people that matter to me.



Do you ever think about passing it down to someone else?



This isn't some heritage, beautiful, passed-down kind of thing. I mean, Yona Kohen is this amazing jewelry designer, and it's a beautiful piece of jewelry on its own, but what I've done to it is definitely not. I actually feel like if she saw it, she'd be like, "What'd you do to my earring?" But there's nothing precious about it, and I think that's kind of why I like it. I feel like if I lost it, I'd just make a new one and that if I were to give it to someone, it would mean I really, really cared about them.



Why is it important for you to have these pieces on?



It's kind of just part of my uniform. You know how there's a finishing touch for people?
 
Everybody's got their thing. For me, it's like if my bangs look good and my eyeliner is good and my earring's right, then I'm good. Everything else doesn't matter. But, bangs, liner, earring -- now I'm ready to go.
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What Is the 'It' Water Bottle for Back-to-School Shopping?



The mighty Stanley's reign appears to be ending, with Owala, Lululemon and Hydro Flask all competing for affection -- and cachet -- among teens and tweens.




In marketing materials for the Owala FreeSip, the company emphasizes an advantage its products have over Stanley tumblers: They are leakproof.




By Steven Kurutz


Aug 01, 2024


With August having arrived and summer slipping away, teens and tweens are already in the process of gearing up for the new academic year. For many, a vital question looms before they get back to books and backpacks: What will be the "it" water bottle this school year?



Parents, footing the bill for back-to-school shopping, will likely get caught up in this important, future-shaping decision as well, whether they want to be or not.



Last year, you may remember that the 
Stanley 40-ounce tumbler was all the rage.
 The oversized cup, which had already been popular 
among adult women
, became a trendy fashion accessory and collectible from high schools all the way down to elementary schools. Stanley sold an estimated 10 million "Quencher" water tumblers in 2023 (at $45 a pop, in most cases), and when the company released two special-edition cups for Valentine's Day this year, customers nearly came to blows in Target stores trying to buy them. Some 
camped outside stores
, in the dead of winter, to get their hands on one. In California, two people 
were arrested
 after being accused of stealing the collectibles.



But that was ages ago in the life span of status water tumblers. Shortly after the Target collaboration dropped, Casey Lewis, who writes about Generation Z's shopping habits in the newsletter 
After School
, was telling The New York Times that "some millennials or Gen-Z are already 
embarrassed to carry a Stanley
." And 
a recent collaboration
 with the lifestyle brand 
LoveShackFancy
 may prove to be too little, too late.



The average teenager is more attuned to cultural capital than 
Pierre Bourdieu
, the French sociologist who coined the term. Given the light-speed of trends, especially those driven by social media, they know it's probably time to retire their durable Stanley, 
if not in a landfill
 than on a bedroom shelf. But where do they go from here?




Stanley's Quencher dominated shelves in 2023, and early 2024. But the classic look may be giving way to new trends.




The Owala FreeSip, which typically costs between $28 and $38, was already hanging in the shadows of Stanley's fame, waiting to steal the spotlight. It comes in smaller sizes, making it more portable than the cumbersome Stanley, and in fun colors like citrus crush and neo sage. Its packaging declares, as in a daily affirmation, "I'm leakproof. I'm insulated. And I have a built-in straw."



Most important, perhaps, is the exclusivity factor among the company's offerings: the Owala blue bow special edition -- or "Bowala" if you speak Gen Z -- sold out at Urban Outfitters. Last month, a poster on Reddit asked, 
"How do you get this blue bowed Owala water bottle?"
 Though its original retail price was no different from a standard FreeSip, a seller on Poshmark is currently 
asking $250
 for a Bowala and listings on eBay range upward of $150. Clear signs of an emergent status symbol.



Another popular option is the Lululemon 18-ounce Back to Life Sport Bottle ($42) -- but 
only in a certain color
. Not pow pink, sonic pink or lip gloss but rather pink glow, which the Lululemon website helpfully features under its back to school tab as a "
trending colour
," along with peach bellini.



On the cutting edge of the tumbler trend are stainless steel water bottle kits from 
Cirkul
, some of which have more than a passing resemblance to a baby bottle and are packaged with flavor packets for people who would prefer their water be less like water.



And then, of course, there is the Hydro Flask tumbler, which arguably kicked off the trend of water bottles becoming a must-have accessory almost a decade ago. Hydro Flasks appeared in middle and high schools across the land and were the favored eco-conscious flex of the tech crowd and 
VSCO Girls
, then went the way of the 
Yeti
 -- the water bottle, not the mythical apelike creature -- 
dying out
 and being replaced on holiday wish lists by the Stanley.



But don't discount the appeal of retro cool -- look at all the 
Gen Zers wearing Nirvana T-shirts
.



In an essay published last month on LinkedIn
, Zaria Parvez, senior global media manager at Duolingo, waxed nostalgic about the first status tumbler she owned.



"I distinctly remember purchasing my first bright green Hydroflask in 2016 and never letting go of it," Ms. Parvez wrote. "I made sure that bottle was on my school desk, in my backpack pocket -- I wanted people to see I had it."



Sometimes what's old is new again. Even when it comes to water bottles.
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New York Italian Food Is Getting Weird (in a Good Way)



From olives encased in Jell-O cubes to giant ravioli, iconoclastic takes on Italian classics are shaping the menus at a new wave of restaurants.








By Ella Quittner


Jul 30, 2024


On a recent Friday at 
Daphne's
, a new Italian restaurant in Brooklyn's Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood, the red sauce was green, made from chartreuse-colored tomatoes and a splash of vodka. The lasagna came in the form of noodles fried into chips, broken over a dish of beef tartare topped with shoyu-cured egg yolk. There was a Milanese cutlet, but its crisp carapace swaddled swordfish, not veal. And the booths were neither rustic and wooden nor wrapped in red vinyl; the place's co-owners, Gary Fishkop and Paul Cacici, had instead installed banquettes covered with custom-made buttery-soft spearmint green leather.



In a city where Italian food is so often relegated to one of two buckets -- purist, regional fare like that of the West Village institutions 
I Sodi
 and 
Via Carota
, or takes on Italian American cuisine at places ranging from the family-owned Bamonte's in Williamsburg to the celebrity-saturated Carbone in Greenwich Village -- Daphne's is the latest in a string of Italian restaurants that might make a nonna gasp. At 
Cafe Mars
, which opened last year in Gowanus, Castelvetrano olives come in Negroni-flavored cherry red Jell-O cubes and the neon-stippled interiors reference the Memphis Group design collective of the 1980s. Farther east in Brooklyn, at 
Marie's
 in Bushwick, the James Beard-nominated chef Miguel Trinidad serves chopped cheese ravioli the size of drink coasters
 
and lamb patty white ragu.



"Atmosphere is everything," says Mark Brucato, 44, a New York-born and -raised Italian American comedian who, under the name 
Lil Mo Mozzarella
, has reviewed hundreds of Italian restaurants across the city. "These trendier Italian places are bringing this vibe, looking at fusing different things to try to separate themselves. Because 90 percent of Italian menus are the same."



The restaurateurs and chefs behind some of these spots, like the co-chefs Scott Tacinelli and Angie Rito of 
San Sabino
 in the West Village, call this new wave of cuisine "American Italian." San Sabino is a gutsier, brassier follow-up to their red sauce-ish restaurant a few doors down, Don Angie, with pepperoni carbonara and a crab-mortadella dip served with Ritz crackers. Some of the dishes, like the Insalata Louie and the spicy tuna with broken arancini, riff on ingredients from places where Italian immigrants settled on coastlines in the United States (St. Louis, San Francisco). "New York City has enough classic Italian restaurants," says Fishkop, the co-owner of Daphne's. "Chefs want to do their own thing and carve their own lane."




Castelvetrano olives in Negroni-flavored Jell-O cubes at Cafe Mars.




There is a sense among some owners -- several of whom, like Rito, had forebears who had Italian culinary businesses -- that their offerings might not need to be so strictly traditional to attract diners. And that, in fact, a menu that is both surprising and "craveable," as Tacinelli puts it, might just be the way forward.



"We're taking things that people are nostalgic about and presenting them in a different way," says the restaurateur Eric Madonna, 31, whose namesake 
Bar Madonna
 in Williamsburg serves Calabrese hot wings and oxtail croquettes with a celery salsa verde. The most popular dish is a smashed meatball Parm, a hybrid between the old-school hero and the smash burgers sweeping New York, made with aged beef and topped with a sauce anchored by heavily reduced beef stock and a frico (a pan-fried crisp) of Parmesan.



"It's the child of the Italian American sandwich, taken up a few notches," says Madonna's business partner, Ray Rando, 38. "It's Italian 101, using what's local and seasonal, and then doing it the New York way."
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Want to Go Viral? Tell Your Story in 22 Parts.



A Dickensian tradition finds a new audience on TikTok.




Tareasa Johnson, known to most as Reesa Teesa, took an old storytelling trick and adapted it perfectly to TikTok. She has had countless imitators since. 




By Madison Malone Kircher


Jul 17, 2024


Time is money. That age-old aphorism is particularly true on TikTok, where holding onto viewers for even a single second longer can translate into greater algorithmic reach and, thus, higher earning potential.



It makes sense, then, that a content style has emerged that favors epic sagas broken down into shorter clips. If Homer were a TikTok influencer, Odysseus' encounter with Polyphemus the Cyclops would cut just before our hero blinds the monster. For that, you'd have to watch the next video. And the next, and the next.



Creators have perfected the craft of offering just enough plot to keep viewers hooked and scrolling to find out what happens next. In February, Tareasa Johnson, better known as Reesa Teesa, 
captivated millions
 with a series entitled "
Who TF Did I Marry?!?
" Her creation, which comprised more than 50 videos, unspooled the many apparent fabrications of Ms. Johnson's ex-partner, Legion, who Ms. Johnson said had lied to her about his career, family and wealth.



Scrolling through her account, the videos blur together into a grid of images of Ms. Johnson as she speaks directly to the camera in clips totaling over six hours of watch time. The clips, easily digestible dopamine hits, seemed to scratch a particular cultural itch in an era when attention spans are often short.



In the months since, a number of influencers and content creators have taken their cues from Ms. Johnson, stylizing their personal stories into multipart narratives. Recently, Brooke Schofield, the content creator who hosts the podcast "Cancelled" with Tana Mongeau, 
posted a series
 in which she accused an ex-boyfriend of telling a number of falsehoods during their brief relationship. Ms. Schofield's former paramour, the musician Clinton Kane (best known for his song "Chicken Tendies") has since rebutted with his own 
lengthy series of video clips
. His series is titled "Who Did I Date Not Marry," in a nod to Ms. Johnson's opus.



Inspired by Ms. Schofield, the content creator Chris Olsen scored millions of views across a 
19-part series
 about a negative experience in a past relationship. Haley Kalil, known online as 
@haleyybaylee
, posted a similarly dramatic tell-all about an ex-boyfriend she claimed was a billionaire. (She has since deleted the videos and faced criticism online for the series, which some users believe she fabricated. Ms. Kalil did not respond to a request for comment.)



On social media, where fact-checking is often second to entertaining, fantastic and wild stories have become the coin of the realm. But telling stories in installments is a -- pardon the pun -- storied tradition. The modern-day iterations hearken back to the age of serialized fiction published in newspapers and pamphlets. Readers reportedly 
stormed the docks
 in New York City in 1841 when the final installment of "The Old Curiosity Shop" by Charles Dickens arrived from across the pond. (Spoiler alert: The ending wasn't a happy one for the story's protagonist, Little Nell Trent.)



On YouTube, extra-long videos are known as storytimes, a format popularized largely as a result of the platform's monetization structure. (The longer the video, the more ads that could be played during said video.) A Twitter thread from 2015 about a 
road trip to Florida
 was eventually adapted into the 
feature film "Zola," directed by Janicza Bravo
. In the 2010s, the 
self-publishing platform Wattpad
 offered amateur writers a space to tell tales in installments. (Some of Wattpad's biggest success stories even got the Hollywood treatment; among them, 
One Direction fan fiction
 by 
Anna Todd
 was adapted into five Netflix movies.)



With each new platform, users reinvent the same storytelling style, often with an eye toward potential profits. The state of the attention economy means every millisecond counts. TikTok creators who meet certain criteria -- like age and minimum follower count -- are eligible to earn commission from the platform's 
creator rewards program
. And even for those creators whose videos are not eligible for monetization, getting more viewers is still a good thing: Each view increases the chance that the platform's opaque and powerful algorithm will prioritize their content.



Your attention time has value, and these creators know it.
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Second Gentleman Merchandise? The Harris Campaign Leans In.



An old photo of Doug Emhoff caught the internet's attention, and Kamala Harris's staff seized a fund-raising opportunity.



By Alexander Nazaryan


Aug 05, 2024


Megan Burk was on a mission. After President Biden 
announced
 he would not seek re-election, Ms. Burk, a bartender in Wilmington, N.C., watched as some people on social media quickly embraced Vice President Kamala Harris as a presidential candidate.



A drumbeat of derision from Ms. Harris's political opponents (over her laughter, her tendency to complicate sentences, her dancing) was 
turned on its head
 by her fan base, known as the KHive, which declared all of those qualities to be "
brat
" -- a reference to a Charli XCX album.



Ms. Burk, 40, who describes herself as "O.G. KHive," thought some of that attention should focus on Ms. Harris's husband, 
Doug Emhoff
. She then recalled an old photo she had saved on her phone that Mr. Emhoff 
shared on Twitter
 in 2020 during the brief "
Me at 20
" social media trend.



In the photo, Mr. Emhoff, wearing a Laguna Beach T-shirt, looks directly into the camera, which captures him bathed in warm light in an indistinct setting. His skin is tanned, his hair is thick, and he has a shadow of stubble along his jawline. His lips are pursed, allowing only the slightest of smiles.



"There's a soul behind the eyes," said Amy Odell, who writes the popular fashion newsletter Back Row. She compared Mr. Emhoff to the N.F.L. star Travis Kelce, who has been lauded for acting as a booster for his girlfriend Taylor Swift.



Ms. Burk clearly agreed, 
posting the photo on X
 and suggesting Mr. Emhoff should be "TikTok's white boy of the month." The post, in which Ms. Burk tagged Mr. Emhoff's account, has been viewed more than 2.2 million times.



Mr. Emhoff, 59, has always been an enthusiastic supporter of his wife's political career, and he has been publicly embraced in return by the KHive, with Vanity Fair labeling his fans the 
D-Unit
 -- a reference to the hip-hop group G-Unit.



The Harris campaign quickly leaned in on the excitement, releasing 
a line of Second Gentleman merchandise
 -- T-shirts, tank tops, coffee mugs, stickers -- adorned with the photo Ms. Burk had rediscovered.



"The second gentleman has been all over the country (and mugs and T-shirts), and for good reason -- he's charismatic, down to earth and a great campaigner," Seth Schuster, a spokesman for the Harris campaign, wrote in an email. The campaign declined to make Mr. Emhoff available for an interview.



A fast turnaround for merchandise in the highly online world of 2024 politics is common across the political spectrum, with even an assassination attempt on former President Donald J. Trump resulting in T-shirts that 
quickly flooded the internet
. And enthusiasm for the spouse of a presidential candidate is nothing new, with eventual first ladies like Jackie Kennedy, Nancy Reagan, Michelle Obama and Melania Trump all attracting fan bases of their own.



But as Mr. Emhoff tries to become first gentleman -- a title that has never been held in the United States -- he is breaking new ground, and it is that slightly off-focus, old photo of him that has resonated with a large portion of Ms. Harris's base.



"The intentionality of this image -- achieved through the complete absence of pageantry -- immediately communicates youthfulness, nostalgia and grounded approachability," said Florie Hutchinson, a California-based media strategist. "'Forever young' appeal is undeniable, slicing across intergenerational divides. It is an antidote to 'weird.'"



"Weird," as Ms. Hutchinson used it, is a word 
some have used
 to describe the Republican presidential ticket, consisting of Mr. Trump and Senator JD Vance of Ohio.




Thanks to his public displays of support for his wife, Mr. Emhoff has been viewed by some as a rebuttal to former President Donald J. Trump.




Mr. Emhoff, who has been celebrated by many of Ms. Harris's supporters for his willingness to play "wife guy extraordinaire," 
as Vox put it
, has served as something of a rebuttal to Mr. Trump, who often discusses women in derisive tones. And he has provided a contrast with Mr. Vance, who came under fire for comments about women, including referring to some as "childless cat ladies," despite his 
frequent vocal support
 of his own wife, Usha, whom 
he once described
 as "way more accomplished than I." Mrs. Vance, who was a successful lawyer, recently stepped away from her job to focus on the campaign and her family.



The first challenge to the embrace of Mr. Emhoff as an ideal husband came this weekend when it was revealed that he 
had an affair during his first marriage
 -- something that will surely be seized upon by Ms. Harris's critics. But his ex-wife, the film producer Kerstin Emhoff, quickly defended him, issuing a statement in which she said their marriage had ended for several reasons, calling him a great friend and celebrating the "warm and supportive blended family" he had created with her and Ms. Harris.



"The contrast between Emhoff and Trump and Vance, I think, is actually going to become even more important as the campaign goes on," said Elisabeth R. Anker, a political scientist at the George Washington University who studies how culture and politics intersect. "Maybe there is a sense in which Doug is actually blazing a path that is particularly resonant with Gen Z, because they are so incredibly fed up with the gendered politics and gendered binaries of the generation before them," she added.



In that vein, Mr. Emhoff first endeared himself to many of Ms. Harris's supporters by recounting how he discovered that Mr. Biden had dropped out of the presidential race after a Sunday morning SoulCycle workout with two friends, a gay couple, in West Hollywood. After learning of the news from one of them, Mr. Emhoff raced to his car, where his own phone was exploding with messages telling him to call his wife.



After a description of that episode 
appeared in The Los Angeles Times
, James Line, who works on digital communications for the Harris campaign, posted a screenshot of the relevant paragraphs to X and wrote, "wait this is actually brat."



Mr. Emhoff's easygoing style seems oddly suited to social media, where there are videos and pictures of him 
hanging out on a porch
 with the comedian David Letterman and the internet fixture Jack Schlossberg, getting his face 
licked by a dog
 and 
mugging for the camera
 with Ben Stiller. And he is always sure to say how proud he is of his wife.



"There's something really refreshing about seeing a husband support his wife the way he supports Kamala," Ms. Odell, the fashion journalist, said. She pointed out that during the summer of 2023, Greta Gerwig's film "Barbie" inspired countless discussions of feminism. "That was fun enough," Ms. Odell said. But she prefers the real-life version of Ken, in his Laguna Beach tee.
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Step inside Robert's Western World, and it's the music that hooks you. Maybe you don't know the words, maybe it's the soundtrack your parents or grandparents loved. But there's something about the rapid-fire twang of a guitar, the percussive pulse of a slap on a double bass that threatens to burst out of this old honky-tonk.



On Monday, for the first time in recent memory, Robert's took that music to the street outside. On its block of Lower Broadway, the famed downtown Nashville strip of country music bars, people gathered to celebrate JesseLee Jones, the owner of Robert's, and the 25 years he has spent protecting its country roots from trends and changes.



"We don't look at it like it's a museum piece," Joe Fick, a bass player and vocalist with the band Kelley's Heroes, said of the music he frequently performs at Robert's. Fresh off the stage, he added, "It's really cool to see it out here."



The free block party, which stretched through the sweltering day into a humid summer night, cemented how the musical dreams of Mr. Jones, a Brazilian immigrant, have become intertwined with the legacy of one of Nashville's oldest honky-tonks. Perhaps more important, it was a homage to an era of live country music that has nearly been overtaken by the commercialization of a genre and a city.




The free block party was held on Lower Broadway in downtown Nashville. 




"It's also a celebration of country music, the celebration of a dream, the celebration of Nashville, Tennessee," Mr. Jones said in an interview before the party. He added: "This is my heart. This is my home, and I made this the home for a lot of people."



There is, of course, also the mythology of Robert's itself. The Civil War-era warehouse site was once the home of Sho-Bud, a pedal steel guitar manufacturing company that made and sold instruments to country music legends. As Lower Broadway struggled in the 1990s, Robert Moore opened a western boot and clothing store there, and he gradually expanded it to include beer, a grill and live music every night.



And then there is the lore of JesseLee Cavalcanti, who first became enamored with music as a child in Sao Paulo, Brazil. He arrived in the United States in 1984, and was left with only an Italian-Portuguese-English dictionary after being robbed on his first day. He started driving roughly eight hours from Peoria, Ill., each weekend with a cassette tape of the 
country singer Marty Robbins
 as his soundtrack, fueling an appreciation for classic country.




JesseLee Jones, the owner of Robert's, played with his band, Brazilbilly, on Monday night. 




As JesseLee Jones, he would go on to become the frontman for the house band at Robert's. And in 1999, he took over ownership of the honky-tonk, vowing to preserve its commitment to classic country music. The most notable change? The boots aren't for sale.



"I am protecting this great music," Mr. Jones, 62, said. "I think it's roots music. It's Americana, it's classic country, it's whatever they want to call it, whatever title they want to put on it."



"Welcome to hillbilly heaven," he added. "It is what it was."



His stewardship of Robert's for the last 25 years has fulfilled that pledge. There is still a wall of boots, along with a collage of show posters and photographs that honor music legends and honky-tonk regulars alike. (The singer Wynonna Judd, in particular, is known to make an occasional surprise appearance onstage.)



The menu is printed on neon sheets, with its most beloved offering at the top: the recession special, where $6 still gets you a fried bologna sandwich, a pile of chips, a Moon Pie and a cold can of Pabst Blue Ribbon.



There isn't a television, no matter what kind of sports fans are in town. Its altar remains the stage, where a rotating cast -- and sometimes Mr. Jones and his band, Brazilbilly -- stick to the most fundamental of country songs. A framed note, displayed proudly next to the stage, laments that some patrons didn't recognize the music and urges performers to "just bring it up 10 yrs" to make it more current.



Country music has a complicated and at times exclusionary legacy. But there is a discomfort among those who have been coming to Nashville for decades with some of the changes that have transformed the streets outside: high prices, the increased reliance on artificial sounds instead of musicians, the streak of country institutions that have shuttered their doors to be replaced by celebrity brands and corporate ownership.



"There isn't anywhere that embraces it quite like Robert's -- it feels special," Brennen Leigh, a country singer who came to perform on Monday, said of traditional country music.



That is what brought hundreds from across the city and out of town, some extending trips by an extra day for the chance to two-step on the street and hear a sound they could find only here. Some drove up a day early to make it for the gospel music on Sunday morning, others made a split-second decision to drive down to catch a glimpse of musical greats.



"I'm still waiting to wake up," said Travis Krupinski, 27, a guitar player from Buffalo who credited a series of visits with reigniting a passion for his own music.



Colleen DeGregory, 58, dressed in a handmade Dolly Parton fringe skirt, said, "It's still steady, it's still true."



"Jesse grabbed it and ran with it," added Ms. DeGregory, a Nashville resident and Robert's regular for three decades.




Colleen DeGregory, an attendee at the block party, wore a custom skirt that pays homage to Dolly Parton. 




Tattoo artists set up inside to ink the Robert's serif R -- ordinarily stamped on patrons to show that they can legally buy a drink -- on hands, wrists, even behind an ear ($50 for fans, free for staff). Outside, vintage vendors sold turquoise silver jewelry, flashy belt buckles and hand-embroidered bandannas.



As musicians changed sets in the early evening, the modern soundtrack of Lower Broadway punctured through: that favorite ballad of the pedal taverns, "Get Low," a club remix of Taylor Swift's "Love Story," a cover of "Sweet Child O' Mine."



But then, the bright riffs of a mandolin or a violin would cut through once more as couples paired off to spin through the street. With a stage on either side of the block, longtime fans shuffled from one end of the street to the other, while more casual observers paused to nod along to "Route 66" and "Heart Over Mind."



There was a variety of instruments onstage -- a pedal steel guitar, an accordion, guitars, violins, even a clarinet -- as musicians worked their way through hourlong sets. And they took turns tossing the spotlight and melody to one another, fingers whirling across fingerboards and nodding approvingly at each improvised flourish.



"Look at all these fiddles," said Ray Benson, the leader of the swing band Asleep at the Wheel. Mr. Benson, who flew in to perform between shows out West, recalled climbing the steps inside Robert's as a young musician to get his band's guitars repaired long before it was a honky-tonk.



"I would meet legends here," he recalled. "You can come here and hear the real deal."




Emily Ann Jones, the business partner and wife of JesseLee Jones, performed "The Star-Spangled Banner." 




Mr. Jones, with the R stamp inked on his hand as his first tattoo, could be seen in front of the stage. At one point, while standing alongside his wife and business partner, Emily Ann Jones, he mouthed the word "unbelievable."



Right at 10 p.m., he took the stage, a holster on his hip and a guitar in hand to croon through some of his favorites, at one point harmonizing with his wife.



"Thank you for allowing us to keep traditional music alive in Nashville," he said.



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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