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        Where Tim Walz stands on key issues: Abortion, climate, marijuana and more
        Ben Brasch, Kim Bellware

        A schoolteacher turned politician, Walz was first elected to public office nearly two decades ago. He's been busy since. Here's where he is on several topics.

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Trump to hold news conference as Harris gains ground
        Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump to hold news conference as he looks to grab attention back from Harris
        Patrick Svitek, Josh Dawsey

        The vice president has enjoyed a surge in fundraising and Democratic enthusiasm since taking over as the party's presidential nominee.

      

      
        Pro-Israel PAC notches striking electoral victories with Bush, Bowman defeats
        Patrick Svitek

        "AIPAC, I'm coming to tear you kingdom down," Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) said Tuesday after the group's super PAC played a central role in unseating her.

      

      
        Trump isn't campaigning as hard as he used to
        Philip Bump

        In 2016 and even 2020, Trump kept up a brisk pace of events in the summer. This year, he hasn't.

      

      
        With Harris and Walz in, some Democrats still weigh skipping the polls
        Danielle Paquette

        Activists urged voters to take a stand against the Biden administration's handling of the Israel-Gaza war. These tensions linger over the Harris ticket.

      

      
        At what point would his base accept a Trump loss?
        Philip Bump

        The presidential contest is, once again, a contest. Is there a way to avoid a widespread rejection of the results?

      

      
        Walz's 'couch' quip, and Democrats' growing comfort in going low
        Aaron Blake

        The Democratic VP nominee's apparent reference to a lewd, fake JD Vance internet story reflects a more bare-knuckle Harris campaign against Trump.

      

      
        Chants of 'lock him up' follow Harris and Walz's talk of Trump's criminal record
        Marianne LeVine

        Democrats are seeking to strike a delicate balance as they frame the race against Trump in stark terms: prosecutor vs. felon.

      

      
        Tim Walz's 1993 geography class correctly predicted the next genocide
        Kyle Melnick

        Tim Walz asked his high school students in 1993 in Alliance, Neb., to predict where the next genocide would occur. They correctly predicted Rwanda.

      

      
        Harris and Walz seize on joyful message in contrast to darker Trump themes
        Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey

        The Democratic ticket has shifted to a sunnier message and tone since Biden stepped aside as the party's nominee.

      

      
        Harris responds to Michigan rally protesters: 'I'm speaking'
        Toluse Olorunnipa, Kelsey Ables, Yasmeen Abutaleb

        The shouted pro-Palestinian slogans at Harris's Michigan rally were the first sustained protests she has experienced since beginning her campaign.

      

      
        Harris and Walz rally in the Midwest, seeking a boost in critical states
        Tyler Pager, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Nicole Markus

        Vance follows in the Democrats' footsteps, escalating his attacks on the Democratic ticket.

      

      
        Tim Walz's military record, National Guard departure get new scrutiny
        Dan Lamothe, Shawn Boburg, Alex Horton

        The Harris-Walz campaign has cited his military experience as an asset. But Republicans and some who served with him have questioned claims about his service.

      

      
        Cori Bush loses Missouri House primary to Wesley Bell
        Abbie Cheeseman, Praveena Somasundaram, Amy B Wang

        The vote in Bush's primary was among the most hotly contested Tuesday in a slew of House, Senate and gubernatorial races in Michigan, Missouri and Washington.

      

      
        Pelosi on Biden: 'We did not have a campaign that was on the path to victory'
        Paul Kane

        The former House speaker gave her most extensive explanation of her actions that helped push the president out of the 2024 campaign.

      

      
        Trump complains about campaign as advisers try to focus on attacking Harris
        Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer

        The GOP nominee has grown increasingly angry about Kamala Harris's surging poll numbers and media coverage since replacing Joe Biden on the ticket.

      

      
        Harris, Walz rally in Michigan after stop in Wisconsin
        Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Trump took a private flight with Project 2025 leader in 2022
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles

        Trump took the flight to speak at a Heritage Foundation conference, where he said, "They're going to lay the groundwork and detail plans for exactly what our movement will do."

      

      
        New polling suggests that Harris is bringing younger voters home
        Philip Bump

        Biden's bid to be reelected was wobbly in part because younger voters didn't like him. New national and Wisconsin polling indicates they like Harris more.

      

      
        Walz made Minnesota a 'trans refuge,' championing gender-affirming care
        Fenit Nirappil

        Walz issued an executive order and signed a 2023 bill to shield people from punishment by other states for seeking and delivering gender affirming care.

      

      
        Trump says he saved Walz from protesters. Walz says Trump sent them.
        Philip Bump

        A look at dueling descriptions of events from the Trump presidency.

      

      
        It's getting worse for JD Vance
        Aaron Blake

        A half-dozen polls in recent weeks have shown his already-underwhelming image deteriorating. And they suggest his past comments about childless women aren't helping.

      

      
        Assessing the 'eliteness' of the major-party presidential tickets
        Philip Bump

        Americans view the rich and powerful as elite. That applies more to the Republican ticket than the Democratic one.
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Where Tim Walz stands on key issues: Abortion, climate, marijuana and more 
A schoolteacher turned politician, Walz was first elected to public office nearly two decades ago. He's been busy since. Here's where he is on several topics.
By Ben Brasch, Kim Bellware | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is now the Democratic nominee for vice president. (Abbie Parr/AP)


Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is now the second name on Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential ticket.
A schoolteacher turned politician, Walz was first elected to public office in 2006, when he flipped Minnesota's rural 1st Congressional District. He won reelection five times before becoming Minnesota governor in 2019.
Here's a brief overview of some policies he has supported during his nearly two decades in public office.
Minnesota must move to 100 percent clean energy by 2040, as required by a bill the Democratic governor signed in February 2023. He campaigned on the issue twice.
In July, the Environmental Protection Agency awarded Minnesota a $200 million grant to reduce emissions by restoring peatland, supporting electric-powered vehicles and reducing food waste. The EPA, in its announcement, thanked Walz "for his leadership and innovative plans."
Walz has long been a climate champion and is often praised for being well spoken on the issue of tackling climate change.
Sierra Club Executive Director Ben Jealous wrote Tuesday that he was glad to see Walz join the Democratic ticket: "He has worked to protect clean air and water, grow our clean energy economy, and see to it that we do all we can to avoid the very worst of the climate crisis."
Walz helped pass police reform legislation two months after the 2020 police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis and the ensuing wave of global protests over racial inequality. Walz signed the Minnesota Police Accountability Act, which bans police chokeholds and neck restraints along with warrior-style training for officers, while also increasing data collection of fatal police incidents.
During the height of the pandemic, Walz quickly created a mask mandate and a hotline to report people who weren't social-distancing. That infuriated critics and prompted lawsuits claiming he was overstepping. The issue of whether Walz had the authority to institute a mask mandate and other pandemic protections has been batted in the state's appeals court and the Minnesota Supreme Court.
Walz has made few statements since Hamas fighters attacked Israel on Oct. 7 but has broadly signaled support for both Israel's right to self-defense and humanitarian support and protection of Palestinians. He has also rebuked Hamas as harmful to the Palestinian people.
Following a speech by President Joe Biden two weeks into the conflict, Walz wrote on social media to voice his support for humanitarian aid to Gaza. "The vast majority of Palestinians are not Hamas, and Hamas does not represent the Palestinian people. We cannot let terrorists like Hamas win," Walz wrote on X. 
The governor acknowledged in March that many voters wanted to see the administration change its course after nearly 46,000 Minnesotans voted "uncommitted" in the Democratic presidential primary on Super Tuesday, many of them as a symbolic protest of Biden's handling of the war in Gaza. Walz said he supports a cease-fire on the condition that it's a "working cease-fire," telling Minnesota Public Radio there must be a permanent solution and not merely a week-long pause.
Walz, who once carried an "A" rating from the NRA, now supports calls for stricter gun control.
Walz said the 2018 school shooting in Parkland, Fla., changed his stance on guns, with his daughter urging him to take action. When he ran for governor that year, Walz said he donated all the NRA money he had ever received to charity and publicly supported background checks, The Washington Post reported.
In May 2023, he signed a bill that included universal background checks and a red-flag law -- two gun-control measures opposed by the NRA.
The former teacher and high school football coach signed a bill in March 2023 that provides free school breakfast and lunch for all Minnesota children in participating schools. Minnesota was the fourth state to offer universal free school meals, the Associated Press reported.
Walz signed a bill creating the North Star Promise program, which covers the state college tuition of eligible families making less than $80,000 in adjusted gross income.
Walz has said he supports a pathway to citizenship for "dreamers," undocumented immigrants brought to the United States as children.
In March 2023, Walz signed a bill that allows any eligible person, regardless of immigration status, to receive a Minnesota driver's license. Critics lambasted the law, but proponents told the Star Tribune newspaper that it greatly helped the state's estimated 80,000 undocumented immigrants, who struggled to access public resources without a license. Minneapolis is home to one of the largest communities of Somali immigrants in the world.
In May 2023, Walz signed a bill that legalized recreational marijuana for adults, taxing it at 10 percent, and pushed for the expungement or resentencing of cannabis-related convictions.
After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022, Walz signed a bill protecting abortion as a state law in January 2023, making the state a hub for the procedure in the Midwest. In March, Harris visited a Planned Parenthood health center that provides abortions.
In April 2023, Walz signed the "trans refuge" bill that shields people seeking and providing gender-affirming care in Minnesota. That same day, he also approved a bill banning conversion therapy.
"We're putting up a firewall to ensure Minnesotans have the freedom to make their own health-care decisions," Walz said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/08/06/tim-walz-policies-harris-vp-pick/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Election 2024 live updates: Trump to hold news conference as Harris gains ground
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram, Philip Bump, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Danielle Paquette, Tyler Pager, Josh Dawsey, Kevin Uhrmacher, Paul Kane, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Aaron Blake, Kyle Melnick, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Emily Guskin, Michael Scherer, Toluse Olorunnipa, Kelsey Ables, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Marianne LeVine, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Nicole Markus | 2024-08-08
Former president Donald Trump announced plans to hold a news conference Thursday afternoon in Palm Beach, Fla. Vice President Kamala Harris has seen fresh momentum in the race, including polls showing her climbing. Among them: a new survey from Marquette Law School that shows Harris with a slight lead over Trump nationally and heightened enthusiasm among Democrats. Trump still maintains leads in a majority of battleground states that are most likely to determine the outcome of the election, according to a Washington Post analysis.
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Trump to hold news conference as he looks to grab attention back from Harris
The vice president has enjoyed a surge in fundraising and Democratic enthusiasm since taking over as the party's presidential nominee. 
By Patrick Svitek, Josh Dawsey | 2024-08-08

Former president Donald Trump speaks during a roundtable discussion with local Black business leaders in Atlanta on Saturday. (John Bazemore/AP)


Former president Donald Trump is set to hold a news conference Thursday afternoon as he looks to regain attention and momentum in the tightening presidential race against the new Democratic nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris.
Trump is expected to make another proposal for a debate against Harris as early as Thursday afternoon, after he backed away from a prior agreement to debate next month on ABC News. That agreement was struck before President Joe Biden ended his reelection campaign last month and endorsed Harris to take over as their party's nominee.
Harris has since enjoyed a surge in fundraising and enthusiasm among Democrats, while polls have pointed to a tighter race that has frustrated Trump and challenged his control over the media spotlight.
"I will be doing a General News Conference at 2:00 P.M. at Mar-a-Lago, Palm Beach. Thank you!" Trump said Thursday morning on his Truth Social platform.
The former president otherwise spent the morning going after Harris on Truth Social and accused the media of giving overly positive attention to her rally crowd sizes. She held a large rally Wednesday night at a Detroit airport hangar, the kind of backdrop that Trump has often used for his boisterous campaign events.
"Donald Trump craves media attention, he's not getting it, and so he is throwing tantrums online and today at his country club for the media," Harris campaign spokesperson Ammar Moussa said in a statement before Trump's news conference.
Harris on Thursday was set to continue campaigning in Michigan with her new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D). They plan to meet with members of the United Auto Workers union in Detroit before heading to another battleground state, Arizona, for a rally Friday.
Ahead of the western swing, Harris's campaign announced a new ad campaign targeting Latino voters. It includes a minute-long spot -- in both English and Spanish -- that is largely biographical and touts Harris's "determination" throughout her life.
New polling has underscored the changed nature of the race since Biden's withdrawal. A national survey from Marquette Law School found Harris with a narrow lead over Trump among registered voters.
In Georgia -- a state where Trump previously had a polling advantage against Biden -- a new poll found Trump and Harris tied in a head-to-head matchup among likely voters.
The Cook Political Report shifted its ratings for three battleground states in Democrats' direction; Arizona, Georgia and Nevada moved into toss-up territory after they were deemed "Lean Republican."
As for the debate, Trump is likely to return to ABC or propose a debate on NBC News with Telemundo, according to people close to him who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private deliberations. Both networks are interested in the debate, along with others, the people familiar with the matter said.
"President Trump consistently talks about the issues that matter the most to voters, and he's ready to do so on a debate stage. It's Kamala Harris who is afraid to take tough questions and speak to voters without using a teleprompter," said Danielle Alvarez, a Trump spokeswoman.
After Trump backed away from the previous deal to debate on ABC, he pitched a new -- and earlier -- debate on Fox News, but Harris declined that and vowed to show up to the original ABC debate regardless of whether Trump attends. That debate was scheduled for Sept. 10.
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Pro-Israel PAC notches striking electoral victories with Bush, Bowman defeats
"AIPAC, I'm coming to tear you kingdom down," Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) said Tuesday after the group's super PAC played a central role in unseating her.
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-08-08

Wesley Bell supporter Shawntelle Fisher cheers for Bell  in St. Louis as he wins the Democratic congressional primary against Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) on Tuesday. (Robert Cohen/AP)


After losing reelection in her Democratic primary, Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) did not hesitate to direct supporters to the alleged culprit.
"AIPAC, I'm coming to tear your kingdom down," a defiant Bush said to cheers at her election night event on Tuesday, referencing the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, whose super PAC spent at least $8.6 million to defeat Bush, helping make the race the second-most expensive House primary of the year.
Her loss came weeks after the super PAC, United Democracy Project, helped unseat Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-N.Y.) in the No. 1 priciest primary.
While the pro-Israel group targeted both incumbents for their records and rhetoric related to Israel, the vast majority of its advertising focused on other issues, such as the lawmakers' votes against President Joe Biden's 2021 bipartisan infrastructure law.
The group has had a mixed record in primaries throughout the year, but the two incumbent losses -- both members of the liberal "Squad" -- are striking political successes at a time when opinions of the war in Gaza are dividing the U.S. electorate.
"Being anti-Israel is bad politics," said Patrick Dorton, a spokesperson for the United Democracy Project. "That's been proven over and over. ... I think [Bush's] race shows, like Bowman too, that when you get disconnected from your district and adopt a fringe, anti-Israel, out-of-the-mainstream agenda, you lose support."
Bowman and Bush have been both been outspoken critics of Israel, especially over its handling of the war in Gaza after the Hamas attack last year. Bush was among the first House members to call for a cease-fire, and she has called on the United States to end "support for Israeli military occupation and apartheid."
With the primary season winding down, United Democracy Project could still get involved in additional races. It has not commented on specific plans, but in a statement on Bush's loss Tuesday night, it vowed to "continue our efforts to support leaders working to strengthen the U.S.-Israel alliance while countering detractors in either political party."
The next Squad member facing a primary challenge, Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.), is on the ballot Tuesday and faces a primary challenger, Don Samuels, who nearly beat her in 2022. But United Democracy Project has stayed out of the race as Omar has built a large fundraising advantage and campaigned alongside Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who visited the state last week.
Samuels said in a statement that he believes national groups "are missing an opportunity once again to help unseat" Omar.
Amid the intense primary battles, liberal groups have been working to stigmatize AIPAC inside the Democratic Party.
"AIPAC will soon become our generation's [National Rifle Association] -- moving further and further from a veneer of bipartisanship to unconditionally support right-wing extremism until they become a right-wing pariah rejected by the whole of the Democratic Party," Justice Democrats executive director Alexandra Rojas said in a statement after Bush's loss.
Justice Democrats spent over $2 million to reelect Bush. She was the first-ever candidate the group rallied behind, in a 2018 challenge to veteran Rep. William Lacy Clay (D-Mo.). That bid was unsuccessful, but Bush unseated Clay in a second attempt two years later.
AIPAC's super PAC spent at least $8.6 million helping St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Wesley Bell defeat Bush in this year's race, mostly airing ads that attacked Bush as a do-nothing lawmaker who opposed key parts of Biden's agenda. One spot featured a St. Louis construction worker bashing Bush for voting against the infrastructure law, which she said she opposed because it was not paired with a broader social spending package.
The ads from Bush's side hit back at Bell as a Trojan horse for Republican interests, including some of AIPAC's top donors.
As in Bowman's race, Israel hardly came up on the airwaves.
"It's an issue that was an issue, but I wouldn't say that it was the issue or a leading issue," Bell spokesperson Anjan Mukherjee said. "What folks in the district repeatedly communicated to Wesley was [they wanted] somebody who would pay more attention to what's going on at home in the district."
While both Bowman and Bush were critics of Israel, there were key differences between the primaries. Notably, Bell ran as more of a progressive than did Bowman's opponent, George Latimer, a longtime politician from suburban New York.
"Progressives should actually make progress," Bell said in his victory speech.
The issue of abortion also played a bigger role in Missouri than in New York. Bush highlighted how she had an abortion after being raped as a teenager; Bell talked up how he has declined to prosecute abortion cases in his current job.
House Democratic leaders endorsed Bowman and Bush, as they typically do for incumbents in primaries. Minority Whip Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) visited St. Louis in the race's final days to appear alongside Bush.
The White House declined to comment Wednesday about AIPAC's targeting of Bush. But asked about Bush's message to AIPAC that she is "coming to tear your kingdom down," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that kind of rhetoric is "inflammatory and divisive and incredibly unhelpful."
It is rare for incumbents to lose, and the only other House member who lost this cycle for reasons unrelated to changed district lines was Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.). He ran afoul of pro-Israel groups -- including AIPAC -- but also faced broader headwinds inside his party.
United Democracy Project has raised $56.9 million this election cycle and spent $48.2 million, according to Federal Election Commission records through June. Its biggest donors include WhatsApp co-founder Jan Koum ($5 million) and investment manager Jonathon Jacobson ($2.5 million).
The group has received large checks from donors who give to Republican causes, such as Koum, and to Democratic causes, such as Hollywood media mogul Haim Saban.
The group's high profile in elections is a major shift from just two election cycles ago, when AIPAC, which has been around for decades, did not directly engage in elections and focused on lobbying. It launched the super PAC ahead of the 2022 election and mostly played in open races, but helped defeat Rep. Andy Levin in his primary matchup against fellow Michigan Democratic Rep. Haley Stevens.
Going into this election cycle, AIPAC reportedly endeavored to spend $100 million on politics, with a focus on the Squad members who have been most critical of Israel's military action in Gaza. Nearly two dozen progressive groups formed a "Reject AIPAC" coalition in March, calling on candidates to decline the group's support.
United Democracy Project took a pass on spending against the first Squad member in a competitive primary for reelection, Rep. Summer Lee (D-Pa.), after its all-in efforts to beat her in 2022 came up short.
The super PAC took an early loss in the primary season when it dumped millions into a nonpartisan March primary for an open House seat in California, seeking to block state Sen. Dave Min from advancing even though there appeared to be little daylight between him and his main Democratic rival, Joanna Weiss, on Israel. Min outpaced Weiss by seven percentage points to move on to the general election.
AIPAC had a better outcome in May in a Democratic primary for an open House seat in Maryland, spending millions to help nominate state Sen. Sarah Elfreth over Harry Dunn, a former police officer who became nationally known for his role defending the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
United Democracy Project then played a major role in beating Susheela Jayapal -- the sister of Rep. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.), chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus -- in a Democratic primary for an open House seat in Oregon, though its involvement was not public at the time. United Democracy Project was the top donor to an anti-Jayapal super PAC that did not have to disclose its donors until after the election.
United Democracy Project has also had success in Republican primaries this year, helping defeat a primary challenger to Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Tex.) and block former congressman John Hostettler of Indiana in his comeback bid.
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Trump isn't campaigning as hard as he used to
In 2016 and even 2020, Trump kept up a brisk pace of events in the summer. This year, he hasn't.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-08

Vice-presidential nominee JD Vance talks to reporters in Eau Claire, Wis., on Wednesday. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Donald Trump has always been fixated on crowd size, to the point that it's one of the defining features of his approach to politics. There's undoubtedly some psychology that might be unpacked here; his interest in the audience is certainly downstream from his past celebrity and intermingled with his focus on television ratings and opinion polls (when favorable). But it is what it is and, for Trump, it is a metric of incomprehensible importance.
One thing about crowds, though, is that attendance depends on there being something to attend. And in 2024, Trump is giving his supporters fewer opportunities to form a crowd.
On Wednesday, The Washington Post's Josh Dawsey and Michael Scherer reported on Trump's grumbling frustration with Vice President Kamala Harris's energetic campaign. Among the complaints? "Trump has also repeatedly raised the large crowds that Harris is getting compared with [President Joe] Biden," Dawsey and Scherer report.
Sure enough, on Thursday morning, Trump complained about coverage of Harris's audiences on social media.
"If Kamala has 1,000 people at a Rally, the Press goes 'crazy,' and talks about how 'big' it was," he wrote, "And she pays for her "Crowd." When I have a Rally, and 100,000 people show up, the Fake News doesn't talk about it, THEY REFUSE TO MENTION CROWD SIZE. The Fake News is the Enemy of the People!"
There is no evidence that Harris pays people to attend her rallies or needs to. When Trump launched his campaign in 2015, people were paid to attend and to fill out the audience.
But again, Trump is holding far fewer rallies than he did in 2016 and has held far fewer public appearances than he did in 2020, the two previous times he sought the presidency.
A review of Trump's activities in July and August of those previous years shows the difference. From July 1 to Aug. 10, 2016, Trump held 22 rallies, including six days on which he held multiple rallies. Over the rest of August, he added 15 more rallies. This year, he's held seven rallies with another scheduled for Friday in Montana.




In 2020, the landscape was different for two reasons: the restrictions that accompanied the coronavirus pandemic and the fact that Trump was president. He held public events on nearly every day in July and August of that year, including a number of rallies held by conference call. (You may recall that Trump even tried to trademark the term "telerally.") There were 13 rallies over those two months that year, about half of which were in person.
In Trump's stead, his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), has been holding news events in places where Harris is speaking at campaign events. On Thursday morning, Trump also announced that he'd be holding a news conference in the afternoon -- albeit from his home at Mar-a-Lago. (Thursday is the second anniversary of the FBI's search of that property.) The attendees at the news conference will presumably be limited to the aforementioned "enemies of the people."
There's plenty of time for Trump to gear his campaign back up, certainly, and it's likely that he will. But it's silly to fret about Harris drawing more support when Trump isn't holding many events to which supporters can be drawn.
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With Harris and Walz in, some Democrats still weigh skipping the polls
Activists urged voters to take a stand against the Biden administration's handling of the Israel-Gaza war. These tensions linger over the Harris ticket. 
By Danielle Paquette | 2024-08-08

Leah Shepperd and Hannah Zellman are uncommitted voters ahead of the 2024 presidential election. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


PHILADELPHIA -- She had backed Democrats in every presidential election since the political rise of Barack Obama. She had knocked on doors, taped up campaign signs and called strangers to ask: Are you ready to vote?
Now her party's nominee was only three miles away, drawing exuberant crowds in the urban heart of this swing state, and Leah Shepperd couldn't even bring herself to watch on television.
"I just can't stomach it," she said.
Over at Temple University, Vice President Kamala Harris had just introduced her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D). Applause for the pair cracked "120+ decibels," one journalist at the Tuesday rally reported, citing his Apple watch. Walz thanked Harris for "bringing back the joy."
Shepperd, 49, could feel none of that joy. Not when the United Nations had accused Israel of a "crime against humanity," and when, in her view, the White House -- Harris included -- wasn't doing enough to help the people of Gaza.
"I do want to vote," she said. "But ethically, I'm stuck."
During the primaries, pro-Palestinian activists urged voters to withhold their support for President Joe Biden over his handling of the Israel-Gaza war. Roughly 700,000 Democrats nationwide checked a no-candidate option such as "uncommitted," left their presidential ballot blank or wrote in someone (or something) else. While that represents a tiny sliver of the electorate -- and analysts lack data on each voter's motivation -- some liberal strategists said the apparent protest turnout revealed weak spots for the emerging Harris campaign in some of the election's most competitive battlegrounds.
In Michigan, home to the nation's largest Arab American communities, 13.3 percent of Democratic primary voters selected "uncommitted."  In Wisconsin, where Biden won in 2020 by roughly 20,000 votes, more than double that number signaled the same status. And in Pennsylvania, where the margin is expected to be just as razor-thin, about 60,000 people, including Shepperd, wrote in some version of not-Biden. All three states carry outsize importance in determining November's winner.
In a late Wednesday statement, the Harris campaign said the vice president remains focused on securing a cease-fire while ensuring that Israel is protected against "Iran and Iran-backed terrorist groups." It also nodded to her earlier pressure on Israel to lessen Palestinian agony.
"As she has said, it is time for this war to end in a way where: Israel is secure, hostages are released, the suffering of Palestinian civilians ends, and the Palestinian people can realize their right to dignity, freedom, and self-determination," the statement said.
Four days after Biden dropped out of the contest and endorsed his running mate, protesters in the Keystone State aimed a fresh effort at Harris. Volunteers shared a digital pledge that declared: "If they want our votes for President, they must do everything in their power to bring about a cease-fire."
"You want my vote?" asked one signee, Aniqa Raihan, a 28-year-old law student at Temple University. "You have to treat Palestinians like real human beings."
Even as a line to see Harris snaked for blocks around the campus this week, Raihan had no fear of missing out as she dodged that scene in the comfort of her apartment.
Since the deadliest-ever Hamas attack on Israeli homes and the kidnapping of civilians on Oct. 7, Israel's counteroffensive has killed at least 39,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. International aid groups have accused Israel of blocking assistance to more than 2 million civilians, including starving children -- the majority of whom have lost their homes. (Israel has denied that charge.)
It disturbs Raihan that the United States continues to supply Israel with weapons. When the White House asserted last month that a temporary cease-fire was closer than "ever," she wondered why Biden and Harris hadn't cranked up the pressure sooner.
"If I voted for Kamala right now," Raihan said, "that would be like telling those kids, 'This doesn't matter to me."

Shepperd, 49, speaks about the ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


It's tough to know how many Democrats would stick to a no-vote threat in November. Yet the Harris campaign should not underestimate the grass-roots movements focused on Gaza, said Joe Corrigan, a Democratic strategist in Philadelphia.
"These are incredibly committed voters and activists," he said. "They're the same people who will knock on doors, make phone calls, volunteer to text-bank and organize their workplaces."
At the same time, he noted, Harris vowing to upend the Biden administration's approach to the conflict could sour voters loyal to Israel, especially as the Middle East teeters on the brink of a broader war.
"Any move is risky," Corrigan said.
Shepperd, a child-care provider, had braved the rally traffic to visit a new friend's South Philly rowhouse.
Hannah Zellman, 42, hadn't felt like tuning into the live stream, either -- no matter how much the internet was gushing about Harris and Walz. The star of her living room was a pit bull named Cinna.
"No amount of phone calls or protesting has worked, " Shepperd told her, scratching Cinna's brown-spotted ears.
"Nothing has been working," agreed Zellman, a social worker.

Zellman, 42, at her home in Philadelphia. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


They'd met through Pennsylvania's "no cease-fire, no vote" group. Both had signed the pledge: If strikes on Gaza do not halt by the election, and Harris hasn't committed to an arms embargo on Israel, they will not cast a ballot.
Shepperd had joined the movement after learning that her 7-year-old son's former teacher was an organizer. It was an easy "yes," she said: The photos she had seen on Instagram -- the rubble, the bodies, the bloodied children -- were haunting her.
Neither woman has ties to the Mideast. Both are Jewish. Both think the leaders in Washington have been too soft on Benjamin Netanyahu, who, over the last nine months, has taken no steps toward compromise. They blamed him, too -- but they couldn't hold the Israeli prime minister accountable at the polls. Both believed the United States should not keep arming a military accused of mass-slaughtering civilians.
"This is our leverage," Zellman said.
"This is all we have," Shepperd agreed.
"This" meaning their swing-state vote.
In such a close race, they understand that denying support for Harris could benefit Donald Trump, whose platform Zellman described as "deadly and dangerous."
"What's really helping Trump," she said, "is that this administration is not listening to the voters who support a cease-fire."
Plenty of their friends disagree with their November boycott. Shepperd's husband isn't thrilled about it, either. He fears, among other things, what a second Trump term could do to the Supreme Court.
She is scared, too. Still, she said, she can't ignore her conscience.
"I want to be able to vote," she said.
Three miles away, across the ideological chasm, Harris was wrapping up her speech. She had not mentioned Israel or Gaza. At a rally the next evening in Detroit, though, pro-Palestinian protesters interrupted her.
"If you want Donald Trump to win, then say that," Harris remarked, according to clips proliferating on social media. "Otherwise, I am speaking."
Shepperd watched the exchange and wondered: Where is the empathy?
Note to self, she thought: Mass-text the link to join "no cease-fire, no vote."
Scott Clement and the Associated Press contributed to this report.
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At what point would his base accept a Trump loss?
The presidential contest is, once again, a contest. Is there a way to avoid a widespread rejection of the results?
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-08

(Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Speaking to CBS News's Robert Costa this week, President Joe Biden offered a pessimistic assessment of the aftermath of this year's presidential election.
"If [Donald] Trump loses, I'm not confident at all" that there would be a peaceful transfer of power, Biden said. "He means what he says. We don't take him seriously. He means it, all the stuff about, 'If we lose, there'll be a bloodbath, it'll have to be a stolen election.'"
The "bloodbath" comment to which Biden refers was offered at a Trump rally this year and, in context, appeared to refer to theoretical economic damage from Trump not returning to the White House. But the latter part of Biden's comment, about how Trump is likely to frame any loss as a function of illegality, is unquestionably on the mark. It's what he did in 2020, as you're no doubt aware, and two-thirds of Republicans still tell pollsters that they think Biden's win that year was somehow illegitimate. More than a third of Republicans say there's solid evidence Biden didn't win, which -- despite four years of feverish looking -- there isn't.
It's not clear that there's any way to ensure that Trump's supporters accept a loss this time around, either.
This is a more likely outcome than it was a month ago. Biden's decision to step aside in favor of Vice President Kamala Harris has dramatically reshaped the race. Cook Political Report, which assesses the state of play in swing states, moved three Sun Belt states it thought were leaning to Trump back into the toss-up category. Republican pollster Frank Luntz said during an interview that he believed Harris would win if the election were today. Analyst Nate Silver's forecast now gives Harris a two-point lead.
None of those voices is more powerful than Trump's. In June, for example, Marist University conducted a poll for NPR and PBS NewsHour in which it asked respondents how much confidence they had in public opinion polling. Only 38 percent of Americans said they had a great deal or good amount of confidence in polls. Among Republicans, only a third did.
In an interview with NewsNation, one of the co-chairs of the Republican Party was asked whether she would accept the results of the election.
"I can assure you," she replied, "if he does not legally and legitimately win, there will be no problem."
This, of course, was Lara Trump, the Republican candidate's daughter-in-law. This refrain about how a legal/legitimate win would be respected was the watchword before 2020, too -- and then Trump and his allies cast the results as illegal and illegitimate.
Pew Research Center polling conducted last month found that fewer than half of Republicans believed that the election would be "conducted fairly and accurately." Recent YouGov polling, conducted for the Economist, determined that 8 in 10 Trump supporters think that he will defeat Harris in the election. Should Harris prevail, is it more likely that those Trump supporters will accept the defeat or that they will assume the election wasn't fair and accurate?
A separate poll conducted by YouGov for the SNF Agora Institute at Johns Hopkins University determined that about 30 percent of Republicans who felt the 2020 election was stolen anticipate significant political violence after the election. That poll also found that a lot of Americans are concerned about misinformation -- none more than those who reject the 2020 results.
"Republicans who believe Trump won in 2020 are more concerned about misinformation than any other group surveyed," Johns Hopkins's Hannah Robbins notes, "and believe 'liberal media' are responsible."
In the wake of 2020, there was a concerted effort to address the issue of confidence in election results. News outlets detailed the ways in which claims about fraud were invalid, to little effect. (They are the "liberal media," after all.) Elections administrators made efforts to inform voters about the protections that exist to ensure fraud isn't substantial. One, Maricopa County, Ariz., recorder Stephen Richer, even went so far as to personally respond to false allegations about purported issues in his area.
Richer's is an elected position. He lost his primary last month to a Republican who had backed legislation centered on false claims of election malfeasance.
In other places, Republicans are making it easier to challenge election results. The Georgia Election Board on Wednesday approved a new standard in which the certification of results could be held until a "reasonable inquiry" was conducted into their legitimacy -- an intermediary step introduced not because of rampant, significant irregularities but to make it easier to suggest that such irregularities exist.
It is very possible that Trump wins the November election, in which case this question is moot. But it is also possible -- more possible than it was a month ago -- that he loses. The odds are low that Trump would be able to seize power in the event of such a loss. But, as we saw in January 2021, that's not the only possible negative consequence of his supporters thinking without evidence that the election was stolen.
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Walz's 'couch' quip, and Democrats' growing comfort in going low
The Democratic VP nominee's apparent reference to a lewd, fake JD Vance internet story reflects a more bare-knuckle Harris campaign against Trump.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-08

Vice President Kamala Harris reacts after her new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), alludes to a false internet story about GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


One of the biggest dilemmas in politics is how much to avail yourself of the dark arts. You might think a tactic is morally wrong or underhanded. But what happens when you see your opponent getting some traction with such things? Do you emulate them (even halfway), in the name of leveling the playing field and defeating someone you believe is dangerous? If they tell blatant lies, for example, do you feel justified in stretching the truth? Do you conclude that failing to do so amounts to unilaterally disarming?
The Democratic Party has struggled with this throughout the Donald Trump era, as the former president and current presidential candidate has spouted tens of thousands of lies and falsehoods, myriad conspiracy theories about his opponents, and epithets aplenty. Michelle Obama's recipe in 2016 was, "When they go low, we go high," and she doubled down in 2020, even after that 2016 loss. But other high-profile Democrats -- including 2016 runner-up Hillary Clinton herself -- have differed somewhat.
"You cannot be civil with a political party that wants to destroy what you stand for, what you care about," Clinton said in 2018, adding: "You can be civil, but you can't overcome what they intend to do unless you win elections."
"When they go low, we kick 'em," former attorney general Eric Holder said, more bluntly, the same week. "That's what this new Democratic Party is about."
Vice President Kamala Harris's 2024 campaign sent its strongest signal to date Tuesday night -- but hardly its first -- that it's not interested in unilateral disarmament. It's increasingly willing to go low, or at least lower.
In no less than his debut as Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), who emerged from a vetting process overseen by Holder, made a pointed reference to a false social media story about GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance. If you haven't heard about it, the fake story deals with Vance supposedly having admitted to sexual relations with a couch. Three weeks ago, an X user posted a fake citation from Vance's book, "Hillbilly Elegy," and it's been the subject of liberal jokes ever since.

At their best, vice presidential running mates are a valuable asset in drumming up excitement for their candidate. At their worst, they could tank the campaign.


"I can't wait to debate the guy," Walz said at a rally in Philadelphia. "That is, if he's willing to get off the couch and show up."
The crowd erupted at the apparent reference. And Walz quickly made clear it was intentional.
"You see what I did there?" he said.
Harris's expression conveyed shock (whether real or feigned) at what her running mate had just said. But it's not the first time the campaign has invoked a couch; it did so in a July 27 tweet that stated, "JD Vance does not couch his hatred for women." And her campaign quickly promoted video of Walz's comment, layering it on TikTok with the words, "omg Tim Walz WENT THERE" and "wait for it." It's evident this is something they'd like to promote.
A senior Harris adviser said that Walz's "couch" comment was in his script, but not the "You see what I did there?" follow-up that drove home the intent.
The Trump campaign did not respond to a request for comment.
The backdrop of all of it, of course, is the increasing Democratic and Harris campaign efforts to label Vance and Trump as "weird." That middle-school-cafeteria-esque dig quickly sprouted as the top Democratic talking point in recent weeks after Walz seeded and fertilized it.
Harris's campaign has also taken to clipping video of Trump and Vance and posting to social media, while appending text that can mislead and sometimes obviously does.
Last week, the campaign posted a clip with the text, "Trump: Americans who don't support me are animals. They are horrible people" -- a comment that would be reminiscent of Clinton's 2016 "basket of deplorables" comment. But Trump's comments were actually about people who have tried to put him in prison, not all Americans who didn't support him.
Another example: On Monday, Harris's campaign posted a clip of Trump talking about Venezuela and its recent election. Its text read: "Trump: It's being run by a dictator. And it's very safe. It's safer than many of our cities."
The text gives the impression that Trump was again praising a dictator, in this case Nicolas Maduro. In fact, Trump didn't so directly tie the "dictator" comment to the "very safe" comment. He spoke in between about the idea that criminals had left Venezuela and come to the United States and left the cities behind them safer.
This is a case-in-point for Democrats' dilemma. The idea that criminal Venezuelans are coming to the United States in droves is itself baseless; it has been fact-checked accordingly. Yet Trump has used that idea regularly to attack Democrats' border policies.
By that standard -- and next to Trump's historic falsehoods -- misleadingly juxtaposing some words would seem a small offense. But it's clearly a decision Democrats have made to play the game and to take more liberties in doing so.
Which brings us back to the couch.
Amid some criticism of the comment, Walz's defenders have argued that the story is self-evidently a joke.
"We are not so self-important and humorless that we can't acknowledge something that cuts through popular culture the way this meme did -- in a joking way," the senior Harris adviser said. This person spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss campaign strategy.
They've also noted that the campaign has gone after Trump and Vance on plenty of substance and policy, too, and that mining this territory pales in comparison with Trump's bare-knuckle brand of politics.
The latter is certainly true. There is no comparison between the liberties Trump has taken in his political career and what Harris and Democrats are doing. Trump has called Barack Obama the "founder of ISIS," promoted conspiracy theories including most notably about Obama's birthplace, made racist comments about diverse political opponents, and accused his opponents of criminality based on nonsensical evidence. Twice in recent months, he has baselessly tied those who have run afoul of him to plots to assassinate him. He takes stuff like the couch story and does more than joke about it; he pitches it as fact.
There is a cost to the political process in going down this road. History suggests that plenty of people who don't care to check the story out will come to believe it's real. And you could be forgiven for thinking, cynically, that Democrats would be okay with that. After all, it epitomizes the idea that Vance is "weird."
And even shy of that, it's just a bizarre, very online thing to elevate.
Michelle Obama, in her 2020 Democratic National Convention speech, reflected on disagreements in the party over her "we go high" mantra and how that had panned out for her party.
"My answer: Going high is the only thing that works, because when we go low, when we use those same tactics of degrading and dehumanizing others, we just become part of the ugly noise that's drowning out everything else," she said. "We degrade ourselves. We degrade the very causes for which we fight."
Four years later, Democrats may be making a different calculation about what's required to win.
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Chants of 'lock him up' follow Harris and Walz's talk of Trump's criminal record
Democrats are seeking to strike a delicate balance as they frame the race against Trump in stark terms: prosecutor vs. felon.
By Marianne LeVine | 2024-08-08

Vice President Kamala Harris during a campaign event at the Liacouras Center at Temple University in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Rallying supporters at her first event with her new running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris said she has taken on "perpetrators of all kinds" as a prosecutor, "So hear me when I say, I know Donald Trump's type."
The attack line, a signature of her nascent presidential campaign, immediately garnered chants of "Lock him up! Lock him up! Lock him up!" from the crowd of 12,000 on Tuesday night in Philadelphia.
Harris swiftly interrupted rallygoers, saying "hold on, hold on," and went on to declare that her campaign with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz was "not just a fight against Donald Trump," but a "fight for the future." The chants broke out again, when Walz told the crowd "violent crime was up under Donald Trump -- and that's not even counting the crimes he committed." Walz then began to talk over the crowd and motioned with his hands to quiet down.
The next day, at a rally in Eau Claire, Wis., at least one attendee was heard yelling again: "Lock him up!" Harris responded: "We're gonna let the courts handle that. Our job is to beat him in November." She reiterated that statement, when a "lock him up" chant began at a rally in Michigan later that day.
Harris and Walz's efforts to defuse the "lock him up" chant highlight the careful line Democrats must navigate as they run against Trump, the first former president convicted of a crime. Harris has emphasized her background as a prosecutor and her allies have embraced the prosecutor-versus-felon matchup. 
Yet Democrats have also approached Trump's criminal cases with caution, wanting to remind voters of his conviction while also avoiding politicizing his legal cases. 
The former president has leaned into his court cases by portraying himself as the victim of a weaponized judicial system and has claimed without evidence that the cases against him are coordinated with the White House. A special counsel acting independently of the White House brought the two federal cases against Trump. Local authorities brought two of the cases against him with no evidence they coordinated.
In May, Trump was convicted by a New York jury of 34 charges connected to a 2016 hush money payment to an adult-film star. A judge has set Trump's sentencing date for Sept. 18. He faces charges in two other cases -- a federal case in which he's charged with conspiring to overturn the 2020 election results and a state case in Georgia, where he's charged with allegedly trying to undo the 2020 election results in the state. In a fourth case, a federal judge in Florida last month dismissed charges of mishandling classified documents. Trump has denied all wrongdoing.
Democrats also want to avoid encouraging their supporters to mimic the "lock her up" chants that Trump's supporters used in 2016 when he was running against Hillary Clinton. Those chants were suggesting Clinton should be imprisoned over her use of a private email server while she was secretary of state. Clinton was not charged with a crime.
Unlike Harris and Walz, Trump welcomed those chants during his 2016 rallies, and in several occasions explicitly said that Clinton should "go to jail." At a 2016 rally in Greensboro, N.C. he said: "For what she's done, they should lock her up, she's disgraceful." 
During Trump's presidency, his Department of Justice did not pursue prosecutorial action against Clinton. At a 2020 rally in Arizona, Trump's supporters also chanted "lock him up" as Trump attacked Biden and his son Hunter Biden.
At Harris's rallies this week, "Lock him up" has not been the dominant chant. "Not going back," for example, has been far more frequent. In Eau Claire, the crowd also chanted: "This is what democracy looks like" as they waited for Harris and Walz to come onto the stage. At a Biden rally last month, before dropping his reelection bid, the president's supporters chanted, "Lock him up" -- which Biden did not discourage.
Asked for comment about the chants, Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokesperson, echoed the former president's baseless claims, saying, "These chants would be funny if Kamala Harris and Joe Biden had not literally weaponized the justice system against President Trump in an attempt to imprison him ahead of the election because they cannot beat him on the issues."
The Harris campaign, meanwhile, didn't address the chants, in response to a request for comment.
"This election is a choice between two visions: Kamala Harris and Tim Walz who are fighting for our future, our freedoms and to protect democracy and the rule of law, and the Trump-Vance Project 2025 agenda to rip away our freedoms, dismantle democracy when it doesn't serve them, and spread hatred, chaos and division," said Harris campaign spokesperson Sarafina Chitika. "The contrast could not be more clear."
Dylan Wells and Sabrina Rodriguez contributed to this report.
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Tim Walz's 1993 geography class correctly predicted the next genocide
Tim Walz asked his high school students in 1993 in Alliance, Neb., to predict where the next genocide would occur. They correctly predicted Rwanda.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz delivers his third State of the State address in 2021 from his old classroom at Mankato West High School in Mankato, Minn. (Glen Stubbe/Star Tribune/AP)


The world geography project felt like just another assignment to the high school sophomores despite its ambitious scope. Their teacher, Tim Walz, had asked his 1993 Nebraska class to predict where the next genocide would occur in the world.
The roughly 20 students read history books, scholarly reports and encyclopedias to make their prediction: Rwanda. The division between the Hutu and the Tutsi ethnic groups, two students recalled saying in a presentation, mirrored the conditions that preceded other genocides the class had studied.
Even so, some of the students in Alliance, Neb., were surprised to learn in April 1994 that a genocide against the Tutsi had begun in Rwanda.
"We didn't really expect it to happen," Travis Hofmann, who took Walz's class when he was a teenager, told The Washington Post on Tuesday.
The lessons Walz, then in his late 20s, taught about war, colonialism and totalitarianism led the Alliance High School students to their prediction, Hofmann said. Walz, whom Vice President Kamala Harris selected as her running mate Tuesday, told the New York Times in 2008 that he wanted his students to "make the intellectual leap to figure out the reasons" behind mass murder.
"You have to understand what caused genocide to happen," Walz told the newspaper. "Or it will happen again."
The classroom project offers a glimpse into Walz's view of international affairs, which he continued to explore when he began a career in politics in 2006 -- first in the House of Representatives and now as Minnesota's governor. He has condemned the Chinese government's human rights abuses, called the humanitarian crisis in Gaza "intolerable" and has signed legislation in support of Ukraine.
If Harris and Walz are elected in November, they would probably lead the United States amid two major regional conflicts -- Ukraine's war with Russia and Israel's war against Hamas.
Teaching social studies at Alliance High School was one of Walz's first jobs after he taught in China for a year in 1989. Some of his students, living in a small farming city about 330 miles northwest of Lincoln, Neb., were familiar with world events through books, newspapers and radio and TV news.
In a second-floor classroom in 1993, Walz taught his class how a country's geography influenced its culture and values, two of his former students said. He also taught them the cultural, political and economic rifts that contributed to genocides.
Hofmann said his teachings included the Holocaust, when Nazis and their collaborators killed 6 million Jews in Europe; the Cambodian genocide in the 1970s, when Cambodia's Communist Party killed as many as 2 million citizens; and the Armenian genocide in the mid-1910s, when the Ottoman Empire killed about 1.5 million Armenians.
Omer Bartov, a professor of Holocaust and genocide studies at Brown University, told The Post that the initial warning signs of a genocide include a group dehumanizing another community of people and historical grievances -- real or imagined -- that make one group believe another has stolen their land, wealth or power. Genocides can also be preceded by economic or political instability that opposition groups promise they'll solve, helping them gain power, Bartov said.
Thomas Kuhne, a history professor at Clark University in Worcester, Mass., said groups can only commit genocide if they have a strong and organized military. But the warning signs alone don't mean genocide will definitely occur, Kuhne said, so trying to predict and prevent the next mass murder is difficult.
"That's a science in itself," Kuhne said.
Nonetheless, Walz assigned his class of high school sophomores the task of identifying those warning signs to find countries at risk of genocide near the end of the 1993 school year. The students considered Rwanda, Yugoslavia, the Democratic Republic of Congo and former Soviet republics, Lanae Hall, a student in the class, said in an email to The Post on Wednesday. But it was Rwanda that they homed in on.
The class found that there had already been spates of telltale violence between Hutu and Tutsi groups, Hall said. And the Hutu had been using dehumanizing language, calling the Tutsi cockroaches and snakes over the radio waves. More than a decade later, when Walz was in Congress, the New York Times reported that he gave the class "high marks" for their argument.
When the school year ended, students left that prediction in the classroom. Some went boating and fishing at the Box Butte Reservoir. Hofmann worked part-time jobs changing the marquee at a local movie theater and serving chicken and biscuits at KFC.
Then in April 1994, students heard the news that Rwandan president Juvenal Habyarimana's plane was shot down, igniting simmering ethnic tensions and beginning the Rwandan genocide.
Hall said they were "horrified, grieved, chilled to the bone."
"We wouldn't have wanted to be right," Hall said. "We didn't want it to happen."
In the next three months, the Hutu killed 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
Hofmann and Hall continued learning from Walz in high school, going on summer trips to China that he organized.
In 1996, Walz relocated to Mankato, Minn., where he continued teaching. Walz's former students there said he continued to make an impact on them, creating Mankato West High's first gay-straight alliance and coaching the school's football team to its first state championship in 1999.
Walz also kept exploring the impacts of genocide. He wrote a thesis about improving Holocaust education while pursuing a master's degree in educational leadership in 2001 at Minnesota State University at Mankato, the Jewish Telegraphic Agency reported. After he was elected governor of Minnesota in 2018, he declared April to be Genocide Awareness and Prevention Month.
One challenge likely to land on the next administration will be finding a way to end the fighting between Israel and Hamas in Gaza, where some world leaders have accused Israel of committing genocide, accusations Israel has denied.
Walz told PBS News last month that he supports a two-state solution and also raised concerns about Israel's tactics.
"The atrocities of Oct. 7 are painful and they're real, and Israel's right to defend itself is real," Walz told the news channel. "But also, the situation in Gaza is intolerable. The humanitarian crisis must be brought to an end."
While Hofmann said he hasn't stayed in touch with Walz since he graduated high school, he has thought about Walz's lessons when violence has erupted worldwide, such as when Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. Hofmann and Hall are now 47, have children and have relocated -- Hofmann to Glendale, Ariz., and Hall to Hastings, Neb.
Both said they never expected Walz to ultimately run for vice president when he was their teacher, but in retrospect, his passion for world issues and helping others was an early indication he might have been headed there.
"It wouldn't be like in the top 10 occupations that I would have picked happening," Hofmann said. "But at the same time, if it came up then at the end of the school year ... you could sit back and be like, 'Yeah, I could see that.'"
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Harris and Walz seize on joyful message in contrast to darker Trump themes
The Democratic ticket has shifted to a sunnier message and tone since Biden stepped aside as the party's nominee.
By Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey | 2024-08-08

Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), appear at a campaign event at the Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport on Aug. 7. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is joyous about the joy.
"All the things that make me mad about those other guys and all the things they do wrong, the one thing I will not forgive them for is they tried to steal the joy from this country. They try and steal the joy," Walz, the Democrats' new vice-presidential candidate, said at a boisterous Detroit Metro Airport rally Wednesday for his new running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris. "But you know what? You know what? Our next president brings the joy! She emanates the joy!"
Ever since President Joe Biden stepped aside as the Democratic presidential nominee a little more than two weeks ago, the heady combination of Democratic relief and genuine enthusiasm for his replacement has transformed the Democratic ticket -- a metamorphosis turbocharged by Tuesday's addition of Walz as Harris's No. 2.
Now, a stark split-screen of two very different campaigns has come into focus.
Former president Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, are offering a dark and dystopian vision of Democratic rule, running an operation laden with name-calling and trolling and rife with grievance. Their calculation is that the country believes things are way off track and that their darker message will resonate with how voters see reality.
Harris and Walz, meanwhile, are offering a sunnier vision and tone -- and seem to be having a heckuva good time doing so. Gone are Biden's sober exhortations about the battle for the soul of the nation and a democracy under attack; in its place are promises of "freedom" and "a brighter future" and, at times, audible giggles and laughter.

At their best, vice presidential running mates are a valuable asset in drumming up excitement for their candidate. At their worst, they could tank the campaign.


"My promise to you is this: Our campaign will reach out to everyone from red states to blue states, from the heartland to the coasts, in rural, urban, suburban and tribal communities," Harris told a crowd in Philadelphia on Tuesday, seeming to channel the 2004 Democratic convention speech that catapulted former president Barack Obama into the national spotlight. "We are running a campaign on behalf of all Americans. And when elected, we will govern on behalf of all Americans."
Even when attacking Trump -- and responding to attacks by him -- Harris and Walz seem to be having fun.
Comparing the resume of Walz, a former high school social studies teacher and football coach, with that of Vance, Harris reached for a gridiron analogy in Philadelphia: "Some might say it's like a matchup between the varsity team and the JV squad," she said, as Walz steepled his fingers out toward the crowd and chuckled just behind her.
When parrying Trump's attacks, Harris has toggled between almost dismissive boredom and defiant amusement -- a sort of can-you-believe-this-guy brushback seemingly designed to irk the former president.
After Trump criticized Harris -- who is Black and Indian American -- during an interview last week with the National Association of Black Journalists, saying "she was always of Indian heritage" and only recently "happened to turn Black," Harris barely acknowledged the slight.
"It was the same old show -- the divisiveness and the disrespect," she told a Houston crowd later that day, adding: "The American people deserve better."
A day earlier, at a rally in Atlanta, Harris seemed to relish teasing Trump, noting, "So he won't debate, but he and his running mate sure seem to have a lot to say about me.
"Well, Donald," she continued, "I do hope you'll reconsider to meet me on the debate stage, because as the saying goes: 'If you've got something to say, say it to my face.'"
Among Democratic voters, the enthusiasm is palpable. Tammy Hanley, 53, a special-education teacher from Anchorage, was visiting family in Minnesota and changed her return flight to be able to attend Harris's Wednesday rally in Eau Claire, Wis.
"I'm going to cry when I see her," Hanley said. "I feel so much more hopeful about the future. Everyone is feeling more hopeful."
Hanley laughed as she likened the Democratic and Republican tickets to "unicorn sparkles versus puke." As she finished eating a doughnut that volunteers were handing out to attendees entering the Harris-Walz rally, Hanley added that the Republican side felt chock full of "the-world-is-doomed rallies," whereas the Democrats were now offering "doughnut rallies."

Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz were greeted by a crowd of more than 12,000 at a rally in Eau Claire, Wis., on Wednesday. (Caroline Yang/For The Washington Post )


Caitlin Legacki, a Democratic strategist, said "the overall vibes right now should not be ignored," arguing that the Harris-Walz "enthusiasm makes people want to join in."
"If you're choosing between two parties, and you can go to the one where this guy is yelling at you about politics or you can go to the one where people are having a good time, you're always going to choose the one that's more fun," Legacki said. "After the last 10 years of American politics, people are just exhausted. They're tired of being angry. And so giving people something to be excited about, telling them there's a role for you in this space, is hugely important right now."
The Trump campaign, for its part, began Wednesday morning with a fundraising email titled, "The world has gone to s*** in the last 2 weeks!" Inside, the missive warned that "the stock market is CRASHING! Unemployment is RISING! Wars in the Middle East are spiraling OUT OF CONTROL!" -- and all the while "Kamala is asleep at the switch."
And on Tuesday, as Harris and Walz were making their first exuberant joint appearance, Trump took to TruthSocial, unleashing angry screeds, including one that posted shortly after midnight. In his messages, Trump disparaged ABC News's George Stephanopoulos as "Liddle' George" and "George Slopadopolus"; dismissed Harris -- whom he called "Crazy Kamabla" -- and Walz as "the most RADICAL Left duo in American history"; and claimed, with no evidence, that "Crooked Joe Biden, the WORST president in the history of the U.S.," was going to crash the Democratic convention and take back the nomination from Harris, which Trump claimed was "Unconstitutionally STOLEN from him by Kamabla" in a "COUP."
Trump and his aides have closely tracked right-track, wrong-track polling about how voters feel about the direction of the country, and they believe that many people are not optimistic about the way things are heading. One adviser in Trump's orbit said fundraising numbers go up with more negative messages. "When you're under siege, you're raising the most money," said the adviser, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal data.

Former president Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event in Atlanta on Saturday. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


Asked about Trump's dark rhetoric and angry rallies, Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt argued in a statement that only Trump "has a proven record of success" and proceeded to criticize the Democratic ticket.
"If Kamala Harris and Tim Walz are given four years to implement their radical liberal policies, America will spiral into a socialist, open border, crime-ridden hellhole that resembles Kamala's hometown of San Francisco or the streets of Walz's Minneapolis in the summer of 2020," Leavitt wrote. "On the contrary, President Trump and Senator Vance have detailed policy plans to end Kamala's invasion of illegal immigrants and brutal migrant crimes, bring down inflation and end the wars around the world that began because of the weak Harris-Biden foreign policy agenda."
At his most recent public campaign event, a Saturday rally in Atlanta, Trump painted a dystopian portrait. He described crimes being committed in Atlanta, violent riots in American cities, immigrants killing Americans and a range of other societal ills. He blamed Democrats and, at times, even Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, a fellow Republican.
"We are a nation in decline. We are a failing nation. We are a nation that has lost its confidence, lost its willpower and lost its strength," the former president said near the end of his speech.
The doom-and-gloom strategy, however, is a potentially risky one.
Stephanie Grisham -- a former Trump press secretary who has since become a sharp Trump critic -- said using fear has always appealed to the former president, in part because it riles up and motivates his far-right base. But she said the appeal is starting to becoming wearying.
"You can only be hit over the head so much and be told your own country sucks so much before you get fatigued by it," Grisham said. "I think people yearn for a message of hope. Now that I've taken a step back and watch it more as a citizen, it's just sad and depressing to watch."

Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), appear at a campaign event at the Liacouras Center at Temple University in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Brendan Buck, a former aide to former GOP House speaker Paul D. Ryan of Wisconsin, agreed.
"I think there are a lot of people who are yearning for something exciting and something fun, something we have not had since the Obama era," he said. "There is something appealing that you want to be a part of when people are having fun."
But Buck said that the Harris campaign will be tested to see if it can continue to radiate joy when things take a challenging turn, and that they need to be careful to make sure the joy seems "for everyone, and not just the elites."
On Wednesday in Detroit, a Fox News reporter specifically addressed the issue of negativity with Vance, saying that he can look "a little too serious, too angry sometimes" and asked, "What makes you smile? What makes you happy?"
"I smile at a lot of things, including bogus questions from the media, man," Vance said, forcing a chuckle. "If you watch a full speech I that give, I'm actually -- I'm having a good time out here and I'm enjoying this."
He continued: "Sometimes you've got to take the good with the bad. And right now, I'm angry about what Kamala Harris has done to this country and done to the American southern border. And I think most people in our country, they can be happy-go-lucky sometimes, they can enjoy things sometimes, and they can turn on the news and recognize that what's going on in this country is a disgrace."
Meryl Kornfield in Philadelphia, Marianne LeVine in Washington and Sabrina Rodriguez in Eau Claire, Wis., contributed to this report.
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Harris responds to Michigan rally protesters: 'I'm speaking' 
The shouted pro-Palestinian slogans at Harris's Michigan rally were the first sustained protests she has experienced since beginning her campaign.
By Toluse Olorunnipa, Kelsey Ables, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-08-08

Vice President Kamala Harris was interrupted by a group of pro-Palestinian protesters at a campaign rally in Michigan on Aug. 7.


ROMULUS, Mich. -- Several protesters sought to interrupt Vice President Kamala Harris's rally in Michigan on Wednesday, shouting pro-Palestinian slogans. They were drowned out by shouts of "Kamala!" but continued to chant about "genocide."
"We believe in democracy. Everyone's voice matters, but I am speaking now," Harris said in response.
After the chants continued, she directly addressed the protesters: "You know what, if you want Donald Trump to win, then say that. Otherwise, I'm speaking."
The lines were reminiscent of Harris's viral moment during a 2020 vice-presidential debate, in which she told Vice President Mike Pence, "Mr. Vice President, I'm speaking."
The protesters were determined, interrupting Harris's remarks multiple times during the rally, which was attended by thousands of people. Harris and her freshly picked running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, were in the Midwest on Wednesday, seeking to energize voters in some of the country's key battleground states.
Earlier this year, President Joe Biden's aides kept news about his movements in Michigan tightly under wraps and limited the size of his events in this state over concerns that pro-Palestinian protesters would disrupt his visits.
Protesters often chanted "Biden, Biden, you can't hide. We charge you with genocide!" during Biden events.
Biden has faced criticism from members of his own party amid the war in Gaza and has grown isolated from allies as he's remained steadfast in his commitment to Israel and continued to provide military support -- even as the Palestinian death toll has mounted and the humanitarian crisis has worsened.
Harris, in the relatively less visible role of vice president, has until now largely been sheltered from the criticism directed at Biden.
While the vice president has not laid out a policy on Israel that is distinct from Biden's -- such as by calling for conditioning aid or cutting off offensive weapons -- she has spoken more explicitly about Palestinian suffering and shown more willingness to hold Israel directly responsible.
Last month, after a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, during which she urged him to accept the cease-fire deal, Harris said she had "serious concern about the scale of human suffering in Gaza, including the death of far too many innocent civilians."
"We cannot allow ourselves to become numb to the suffering, and I will not be silent," she said.
Harris, who has been cheered for forcefully calling for a cease-fire, has said there are "no excuses" for Israel not allowing more desperately needed aid into Gaza, and has spoken in detail about the dire conditions there, including widespread starvation that has forced some Palestinians to subsist off leaves and animal feed.
Biden has repeatedly called for a cease-fire and made references to such conditions but has often avoided criticism of the Israeli government. Some Democratic voters who vowed not to support Biden have said they are open to Harris -- but are waiting to see if she distinguishes herself from her boss with a different foreign policy.
As a presidential candidate, Harris faces a delicate balancing act when it comes to Gaza. As vice president, she will have to continue carrying out the Biden administration's foreign policy, but on the campaign trail, she will seek to appeal both to younger voters -- many of whom have called for an immediate cease-fire and halting offensive weapons to Israel -- as well as staunchly pro-Israel members of the Democratic coalition.
At an earlier rally in Wisconsin on Wednesday, a protester in the crowd shouted at Harris to speak up about the people in the Gaza Strip, but the vice president did not appear to hear, and supporters in the crowd cheered over the person and shushed her.
Ables reported from Seoul and Abutaleb from Washington. Sabrina Rodriguez in Eau Claire, Wis., contributed to this report. 
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Harris and Walz rally in the Midwest, seeking a boost in critical states
Vance follows in the Democrats' footsteps, escalating his attacks on the Democratic ticket.
By Tyler Pager, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Nicole Markus | 2024-08-08

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at Wednesday's rally in Eau Claire, Wis. (Caroline Yang/For The Washington Post )


Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz continued their blitz through the country's battleground states Wednesday, rallying supporters in the Midwest and seeking to sustain their momentum as Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance followed closely behind and escalated his attacks on the Democratic ticket.
Harris's and Vance's planes landed within minutes of each other Wednesday in Eau Claire, Wis., before they held dueling events just four miles apart. The gatherings had very different tones: Harris and Walz rallied more than 12,000 boisterous supporters outdoors, while Vance appeared with a handful of workers at an aviation factory at an event largely designed for the media.
The split screen underscored how much the presidential race has transformed since President Joe Biden abandoned his reelection bid on July 21. For years, former president Donald Trump has traveled the country to hold rallies with thousands of adoring supporters, while Biden usually appeared in carefully curated spaces, rarely able to draw a large crowd.
For the moment, the Democrats have flipped that dynamic. Harris has held several packed rallies in the past two weeks while Trump has not appeared at a public event since Saturday night when he campaigned in Atlanta. He is scheduled to return to the campaign trail on Friday for a rally in Bozeman, Mont.

At their best, vice presidential running mates are a valuable asset in drumming up excitement for their candidate. At their worst, they could tank the campaign.


Vance has been deployed in his stead, essentially trolling Harris and Walz as they campaign together following the vice president's selection of her running mate on Tuesday. Arriving shortly after Harris in Eau Claire, Vance walked over to Air Force Two to taunt Harris for not engaging more with the media. Republicans have criticized her for rarely taking questions from journalists since becoming the likely Democratic nominee.
"I figured I'd come by and, one, just take a good look at the plane because hopefully it's going to be my plane in a few months, but I also thought you guys might get lonely because the vice president doesn't answer questions from reporters," Vance told reporters.
At their rally, Harris and Walz ripped into Trump and sought to make their case to rural voters. Harris repeated what has become a favorite line, noting that she took on predators and fraudsters as a prosecutor: "So hear me when I say, I know Donald Trump's type. I know his type. In fact, I've been dealing with people like him my whole career."
Walz, who grew up in a small town in Nebraska and lives less than 90 miles from Eau Claire, has been leaning into his Midwestern background as he works to introduce himself to a national audience.
The governor discussed his time as a high school social studies teacher and football coach, as well as his 12 years in Congress representing a conservative district. After asking if there were any Minnesotans in the crowd, Walz shifted his focus to highlight what he said were the differences between the Democratic ticket and Trump.
"We don't shy away from challenges, but I'll tell you what: Donald Trump, he sees the world differently than we see it," Walz said. "He has no understanding of service because he's too busy servicing himself -- again and again and again."
Following the Wisconsin rally, the Harris campaign took a page out of Trump's playbook, holding a 15,000-person rally in a hangar at Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport with Air Force Two sitting in the background. A DJ played Beyonce's "Run The World (Girls)," continuing a theme in which several speakers have focused on Harris's push to become the first woman elected U.S. president.

Vice President Kamala Harris was interrupted by a group of pro-Palestinian protesters at a campaign rally in Michigan on Aug. 7.


Several protesters interrupted Harris at the Michigan rally by shouting pro-Palestinian slogans. They were drowned out by shouts of "Kamala!" but continued to chant about "genocide," referring to Israel's military campaign in Gaza. Israel denies it is committing genocide.
"You know what? If you want Donald Trump to win, then say that," Harris told the protesters. "Otherwise, I'm speaking."

A staffer tries to block pro-Palestinian protesters while Harris is speaking at Wednesday's rally in Michigan. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Harris campaign has struggled to find venues large enough to hold the crowds of people who are hoping to see Harris and Walz, in person, according to a campaign aide, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the planning.
Walz's addition to the ticket, Democrats hope, will help them peel support away from Trump in largely White and rural areas that typically back Republicans by large margins. In what is shaping up to be a strikingly close race, winning even a slightly bigger proportion of those voters in states such as Wisconsin and Michigan could be critical.
Harris, who spent much of her career in deep-blue San Francisco, is trying to move beyond the "ultraliberal" label from Trump and broaden her outreach to voters who will decide the election in the Midwest.
"I promise you, our campaign is going to reach out to everyone, from red states, from blue states, from the heartland to the coast," she said in Eau Claire. "We are running a campaign on behalf of all Americans. We will govern on behalf of all Americans. And we're clear about this, unlike the other side, we work for you."
Republicans reject this characterization, depicting Harris and Walz as extreme liberals. They cite Minnesota's protection of gender-affirming care under Walz's leadership, for example, and his extension of driver's licenses to all residents regardless of their immigration status.
"What Kamala Harris is telling all of us by selecting Tim Walz is that she bends the knee to the far left of the Democrat Party," Vance said Wednesday. "She's done it every single time in government. She's done it in who she selected as her VP nominee, and she will do it if the American people give her a promotion to president of the United States."
In contrast to the Democrats' large rallies, Vance has held small events, designed to attack Harris and Walz in front of cameras. He first visited a police department in Shelby Township, Mich., on Wednesday morning, assailing Harris and Walz for their record on immigration and policing. He attacked Walz as a "radical human being" and accused him of exaggerating his military record and quitting the National Guard to avoid a deployment to Iraq.
Walz's defenders note that his retirement came after he had served more than two decades in the National Guard.
"Every month thousands of people retire," former U.S. congressman Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, a Republican and a military veteran who supports Harris, posted on X. "The fact that Walz did 25 years, 5 OVER retirement eligibility, and 4 years after 9/11, is honorable. Many people at 25 years today would get out even if there was a deployment possibility because they DID THEIR DUTY."
In Wisconsin, Vance appeared with a few dozen factory workers who make aviation equipment at Wollard International. He focused his remarks on Harris, largely ignoring Walz as he questioned whether the Minnesota governor would still be on the ticket in the coming weeks, given the tumult in the Democratic Party over the past month. The party officially certified Harris and Walz as its nominees on Tuesday.
Vance also blamed Harris for fentanyl deaths in the United States and for sending jobs overseas, promising that a Trump-Vance administration would heighten border security and place tariffs on Chinese goods. He sought to burnish his image as an everyday American, a depiction that Walz and other Democrats have attacked by describing Vance and Trump as "weird."
Asked by a reporter why Wisconsinites would want to have a beer with him, Vance laughed before saying he and Trump can admire and listen to "normal people" in a way others can't. He also said he enjoys beer, a noted contrast to Trump and Walz, who do not drink alcohol.
"I guess they'd want to have a beer with me because I actually do like to drink beer, and I probably like to drink beer a little bit too much, but that's okay," Vance said. "I'm sure the media won't give me too much crap over that."
Harris and Walz were slated to campaign in the seven most competitive battleground states over the course of four days, though events in North Carolina and Georgia were postponed because of Tropical Storm Debby. Vance, who has largely been following in the Democrats' footsteps this week, like them appeared in Philadelphia on Tuesday and was scheduled to campaign in North Carolina on Thursday, though his events were similarly postponed because of the weather.
Since Biden dropped out of the race, Democrats have flocked to Harris's rallies, exhibiting a level of energy and enthusiasm that many in the party concede has been absent for years. The Harris campaign said it raised $36 million in the 24 hours since Harris announced Walz as her running mate, adding to its massive fundraising haul since Biden dropped out of the race and endorsed the vice president.
Three hours before Harris and Walz took the stage in Eau Claire, the line of cars trying to park at the event stretched more than a mile-and-a-half down the road.
Tammy Hanley, 53, jumped up and down when asked how she felt about Harris being the Democratic Party's nominee. Hanley, a special-education teacher from Anchorage, was visiting family in Minnesota and changed her flight to attend the rally.
"I'm going to cry when I see her," Hanley said. "I feel so much more hopeful about the future. Everyone is feeling more hopeful."
Hanley's niece, Sydney Hooppaw, 20, said that three weeks ago, when Biden was still running for reelection, she was not sure if she was going to vote. "It just felt like the options weren't great," she said
But now, Hooppaw said, she is thrilled to vote for president for the first time, particularly to cast her ballot for Harris, who could become the country's first female president. "I might cry, too," she said, laughing.
Rodriguez and Kornfield reported from Eau Claire, Wis., and Markus from Shelby Township, Mich. Toluse Olorunnipa in Detroit contributed to this report.
Correction: A previous version of this article incorrectly suggested that protestors interrupted Harris at her rally in Wisconsin. The interruption occurred at an event in Michigan.
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Tim Walz's military record, National Guard departure get new scrutiny 
The Harris-Walz campaign has cited his military experience as an asset. But Republicans and some who served with him have questioned claims about his service.
By Dan Lamothe, Shawn Boburg, Alex Horton | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz at a campaign event in Philadelphia on Tuesday, his first with Vice President Kamala Harris since being announced as her running mate earlier in the day. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Tim Walz was weighing a life-altering decision when he stepped into a supply room at the National Guard Armory in New Ulm, Minn., nearly two decades ago. He closed the door behind him, recalled a colleague, Al Bonnifield, and confided he was considering whether to leave their unit even though it was preparing to go to war so he could run for Congress.
"It was a very long conversation behind closed doors," Bonnifield said. "He was trying to decide where he could do better for soldiers, for veterans, for the country. He weighed that for a long time."
Walz, 60, ultimately chose to leave the Guard in 2005 and went on to win a House seat the following year, unseating a Republican incumbent as a populist wave of opposition to the Iraq War lifted Democrats to a majority of both chambers of Congress. That jump-started a political career that saw him elected governor of Minnesota in 2018 and, this week, selected as Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate in a heated race for the White House.
But while Walz and his political allies have cited his 24 years of military experience as an asset, the circumstances of his departure from the National Guard and his characterization of his service already have come under attack. At least three former Guard colleagues have publicly voiced bitterness at Walz's decision to leave their unit at such a consequential moment. It's not clear how widespread that feeling was, but the Trump campaign has moved quickly to capitalize on the issue.
"Nobody wants to go to war. I didn't want to go, but I went," Doug Julin, a retired National Guard soldier who worked with Walz, said in an interview. "The big frustration was that he let his troops down."
The Harris campaign did not address criticisms from fellow soldiers that he retired to avoid going to war. Instead, the campaign said that while in Congress he was a "tireless advocate for our men and women in uniform." As vice president, the campaign said in a statement to The Washington Post, "he will continue to be a relentless champion for our veterans and military families."
Walz, a native of West Point, Neb., enlisted in the Nebraska Army National Guard at age 17. His father served during the Korean War era, and urged both him and his sister to enlist, Walz said during a 2009 interview for an oral history project by the Library of Congress. Walz shifted to the Minnesota Army National Guard in 1996 after relocating with his wife, Gwen. He was activated for a variety of missions, including responses to forest fires, tornadoes and flooding.
On Wednesday, Walz also came under scrutiny for saying during a gubernatorial campaign event in 2018 that "we can make sure those weapons of war that I carried in war" are not on America's streets. Walz did not serve in combat, according to the Minnesota Army National Guard, and his Republican counterpart jumped on those comments.
"He said we shouldn't allow weapons that I used in war to be on America's streets," JD Vance, the Republican vice-presidential nominee, said during a campaign event in Michigan. "Well, I wonder. Tim Walz, when were you ever in war?"
The Harris campaign, in response to those comments, said in its statement to The Post that Walz carried, fired and trained others how to use "weapons of war innumerable times." It declined to address why Walz claimed incorrectly to have done so in war.
"Governor Walz would never insult or undermine any American's service to this country -- in fact, he thanks Senator Vance for putting his life on the line for our country," the statement said. Vance, a Marine Corps veteran, served in Iraq in a noncombat role for six months beginning in fall 2005.

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), the Republican vice-presidential nominee, speaks at a campaign event in Shelby Township, Mich., on Wednesday. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Walz and his political allies also have inaccurately described him as a retired command sergeant major, one rank higher than he holds in retirement. Walz himself did so in a video clip from 2006 that was surfaced by C-SPAN on Tuesday and in a 2018 clip posted on his own YouTube account.
"I'm a retired sergeant major in the Army and the Army National Guard," he told a group of voters in the latter video.
Though Walz did achieve the rank of command sergeant major, it was a provisional rank until he completed required coursework for senior leaders, National Guard officials said. He did not do so by the time he departed the military and his retirement rank reverted to master sergeant on May 15, 2005, officials said. Walz retired the next day.
The Harris campaign declined to address why Walz has inaccurately said he retired as one. He has sometimes called himself a "former command sergeant major," which is accurate.
Walz, asked by the oral history interviewer where his combat experience occurred, said initially that his unit -- the 1st Battalion, 125th Field Artillery -- had served "throughout the European theater with Operation Enduring Freedom," the name the Pentagon used to describe the war in Afghanistan and other counterterrorism assignments. A Minnesota Army National Guard history of Walz's battalion verifies that the unit deployed in 2003 to Italy, Turkey, Belgium and Britain in support of the war effort.
Walz clarified later in the interview that he and his fellow Guard members initially thought they would fire artillery, but later learned they would be assigned in Europe to backfill other U.S. troops who were going to war.
"I think in the beginning, many of my troops were disappointed," Walz said, recalling how he was assigned in Vicenza, Italy. "I think they felt a little guilty, many of them, that they weren't enough in the fight up front as this was happening."
But Thomas Behrends, a retired command sergeant major who also was on that deployment, said it was very clear that their unit was not going to war.
"He's sugarcoating it to make it more than it was," Behrends said. After 9/11, he added, the Air Force realized it needed to better safeguard its airfields and requested the National Guard to assist.
"That was the mission from the get-go," Behrends said. "There was nothing ever said about going to combat."
Behrends has been a vocal critic of Walz's since at least 2018, when he and another Guard member, Paul Herr, placed a scathing letter to the editor in a local newspaper, the West Central Tribune, that accused Walz of exaggerating his military career for years as he ran for governor.
"He failed his country. He failed his state. He failed the Minnesota Army National Guard, the 1-125th Field Artillery Battalion, and his fellow Soldiers," Behrends and Herr wrote. "And he failed to lead by example. Shameful."
Behrends, who replaced Walz as the unit's command sergeant major, has donated to Republican political causes in the past. In 2022, he promoted a petition on his Facebook page demanding that Walz resign as governor, posting a photo of a grain silo -- Behrends is a farmer -- festooned with the phrase "Walz is a traitor!"
He also stood next to Walz's gubernatorial opponent, Republican Scott Jensen, at a campaign event that year and donated $2,500 to Jensen's campaign, records show. He acknowledged in an interview Wednesday that he has made political donations in the past and said they were not about politics. He went on to call Walz "as far left as they come," and said he can't speak to whether other candidates are lying, but does know "for a fact that Tim Walz is lying about his record."
"I always thought he was somebody that talked too much," he said of their time serving together. "It was like, 'God, could he just sit down and shut up?' But he liked to hear himself talk, the same as he does now."
Joe Eustice, who served in the National Guard with Walz for at least a decade, said he vehemently disagrees with Walz's politics but described him as a good soldier. In an interview, he rejected assertions that Walz avoided combat duty. In late spring 2005, when Walz said he wanted to pursue politics and decided to retire, there was only speculation of a combat deployment on the horizon, Eustice said.
"Other than having a rumor, we were not notified that we were going to be deployed," Eustice said.
The unit received an official alert order two months after Walz had retired, the Minnesota National Guard said, which helped the unit prepare for mobilization later in the fall.
Walz, when asked by the Library of Congress historian about his retirement, said that he did so to run for Congress, adding that he was concerned about trying to serve in the military and run for office simultaneously. He also cited worries about the Hatch Act, which restricts partisan political activity by federal employees.
Julin, who oversaw Walz as a more senior command sergeant major, said that Walz approached him in 2005 and said he was prepared to go on their upcoming deployment to Iraq, but also was interested in running for Congress. Julin said he thought "no big deal" because other members of Congress had deployed.
But a couple of months later, Julin learned from another member of the Guard that Walz had retired. Julin was frustrated, he said, because Walz had arranged his retirement with two officers who outranked Julin.
"I would have analyzed it and challenged him," Julin said. "It would have been a different discussion, but he went to the higher ranks. He knew I would have told him, 'Suck it up, we're going.'"
Bonnifield, who listened as Walz pondered his future nearly 20 years ago, said the future politician appeared then to have no fear about the possibility of danger.
"He was not that kind of man," Bonnifield said. "Absolutely not."
The deployment to Iraq turned out to be grueling for their unit, which was deployed to Camp Scania, a way station between Baghdad and Kuwait constantly targeted by insurgents with rockets and other long-range fire, Bonnifield said. On the day their deployment was supposed to end, he said, it was extended an extra six months. The soldiers were away from home for a total of 22 months, he said, and multiple people died.
Bonnifield, who described himself as a Democrat willing to vote across party lines, said he thought Walz made the right career decision. He later voted for Walz, whom he said he has spoken to only once since, during a chance encounter at a political event.
"If I had the same choices, I probably would have done the same thing," he said.
Patrick Murphy, the first Iraq War veteran elected to Congress, met Walz on Capitol Hill in 2006 during their orientation as freshman lawmakers, Murphy said in an interview. They quickly bonded while rooming together in a modest apartment on Capitol Hill, he said.
Both felt the Iraq War was a disaster, and Walz said he believed he could do more as a policymaker to avoid such conflicts rather than deploy again, Murphy recalled. While Walz did not see combat, his service in Italy still meant leaving his family behind.
"We have yanked these citizen-soldiers around for the last two decades," Murphy said. "The Pentagon, the Army, they pick where you go. You don't get the chance to go where you want."
Walz served on the House Veterans' Affairs Committee and pushed for the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell, the Pentagon's policy at the time that prevented gay service members from being open about their sexuality. He also supported in 2008 the Post-9/11 GI Bill, legislation that provided far more generous education support than the previous benefit.
Vance has credited the expanded benefits for his ability to attend Yale Law School. Vance should thank Walz for that, Murphy said, "instead of criticizing him for his military record."
Nicole Markus and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Cori Bush loses Missouri House primary to Wesley Bell
The vote in Bush's primary was among the most hotly contested Tuesday in a slew of House, Senate and gubernatorial races in Michigan, Missouri and Washington.
By Abbie Cheeseman, Praveena Somasundaram, Amy B Wang | 2024-08-08

Democratic congressional candidate Wesley Bell spoke on Aug. 6 in St. Louis after unseating Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.) in Missouri's 1st Congressional District.


In an upset Tuesday, prosecutor Wesley Bell defeated Rep. Cori Bush in the Democratic primary for Missouri's 1st Congressional District, ousting the liberal congresswoman in what had become a proxy battle over Israel's handling of its war in Gaza against Hamas, as well as over how Democrats wanted the party to look going forward.
Bell, who was backed by one of Washington's most powerful pro-Israel lobbying groups, advances to the general election, where he is favored to win in the solidly Democratic district. In a statement Tuesday, Bell said he was "deeply honored and humbled" by the support.
"I am committed to serving the St. Louis region in Congress with integrity, transparency, and dedication," Bell said. "Together, we will tackle the challenges ahead and build a community where everyone has the opportunity to thrive."
Bush, who was first elected to Congress in 2020 and was the district's first Black congresswoman, has been among the most vocal critics of the Israeli government for its military conduct in Gaza, as Israel's war against Hamas stretches into its 10th month. Several outside groups -- mostly the pro-Israel lobby, opposed to Bush's pro-Palestinian views -- spent more than $12 million in ads that attacked Bush and supported Bell, according to the Washington nonprofit OpenSecrets.

Democratic Rep. Cori Bush before delivering her concession speech on Tuesday in St. Louis. (Michael B. Thomas/Getty Images)


Bell headed into the primary's home stretch with a sizable monetary advantage, with four times as much cash on hand as Bush by the end of June. The money from outside groups prompted Bush to accuse Bell of "trying to buy this seat."
"ST. LOUIS IS NOT FOR SALE!" Bush posted on X on Tuesday as voting was underway.
Despite the millions outside groups spent on the race, Missouri voters told The Washington Post that Bell's and Bush's contrasting opinions on a war being waged 6,500 miles away were expected to make little difference in how they voted. The race also became a matter of style over substance, with Bell portraying himself as a more pragmatic choice.
As of Wednesday afternoon, results showed Bell had received 51 percent of the vote to Bush's 46 percent. Bush becomes the second member of "the Squad," a group of House Democrats on the party's left flank, to lose their primary race this year, after Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-N.Y.) lost his primary in June.
A defiant Bush conceded the race Tuesday night but said in her speech that her defeat had only emboldened her.
"They about to see this other Cori, this other side... AIPAC, I'm coming to tear your kingdom down," she said.
Both candidates faced allegations of improper behavior: Bush is under federal investigation over allegations that she misused campaign funds to hire her husband to provide security, while Bell is awaiting a civil trial over allegations that he fired people based on their gender, age and race. Both candidates have denied wrongdoing.
In a district Joe Biden carried by more than 60 points in 2020, Bell heads into November's election as the strong favorite.
While the vote in Bush's primary was among the most hotly contested on Tuesday, it was one in a slew of House, Senate and gubernatorial races that played out in Missouri, Michigan and Washington.
In his second bid for Senate, Lucas Kunce won the Democratic primary in Missouri. The Marine veteran defeated state Sen. Karla May and December Harmon, a community activist. Kunce advances to November's general election to take on Republican Sen. Josh Hawley, who ran unopposed in Tuesday's primary.
Bell had previously been a candidate in the Senate primary until he announced in October that he would take on Bush.
Democrats largely rallied around Kunce, a Marine veteran who narrowly lost the Democratic nomination for Senate two years ago. He had a major financial advantage over May, raising more than $10 million in his campaign, compared with just more than $50,000 that May raised this cycle, according to financial disclosures filed with the Federal Election Commission.
State Rep. Crystal Quade won the Democratic primary for the gubernatorial race in Missouri, according to the AP, after defeating business executive Mike Hamra. She will be the heavy underdog in a red state and will face Lt. Gov. Mike Kehoe, who won the Republican primary, according to the AP, defeating state Sen. Bill Eigel and Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft.
Staunch supporters of Donald Trump, all three GOP front-runners had received the former president's endorsement. Kehoe, who was first appointed lieutenant governor before being elected in 2020 to a full term, advances to November's general election in a race that will determine who will replace Republican Gov. Mike Parson, who is term-limited.
Parson endorsed Kehoe, as have several agricultural and law enforcement groups. Before becoming lieutenant governor, Kehoe served on the state's Highway and Transportation Commission and in the state Senate, where he was the majority floor leader for three years.

Rep. Elissa Slotkin (D-Mich.) after being projected to win the Democratic Senate nomination in Detroit on Tuesday. (Emily Elconin for The Washington Post)


The battle lines are set in the Senate race to replace retiring Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) in this critical swing state: Three-term Rep. Elissa Slotkin won the Democratic Senate primary, while former congressman Mike Rogers was Tuesday's winner on the Republican side.
Slotkin defeated Hill Harper, a well-known actor and local business owner in Detroit who was a first-time candidate. Rogers, a former FBI special agent and ex-chair of the House Intelligence Committee, defeated fellow former House member Justin Amash and physician Sherry O'Donnell.
The Michigan seat is among a handful expected to help determine which party controls the Senate next year.
While Republicans united behind Rogers, who has been endorsed by Trump and the National Republican Senatorial Committee, the heavy favorite faced competition from underdogs. Slotkin, a former CIA analyst and Defense Department official, has faced criticism in Michigan -- home to the largest population of Arab Americans in the country -- for not being harder on Israel's conduct in the war in Gaza.
Michigan Republicans haven't won a Senate race since 1994.
In one of the most competitive House races in the country, left open by Slotkin's Senate race, both parties' candidates ran unopposed Tuesday.
The table is set for a November battle between Democrat Curtis Hertel Jr. and Republican Tom Barrett as the parties battle for control in the House, where Republicans hold a narrow majority.
State Sen. Kristen McDonald Rivet won the Democratic primary in Michigan's 8th Congressional District, defeating Pamela Pugh and Matt Collier, the former mayor of Flint.
It's another Michigan seat that Democrats are forced to defend without an incumbent this year -- following the retirement of Rep. Daniel Kildee, who served the Flint area since 2013 after taking over from his uncle, who was in Congress for 36 years. He endorsed McDonald Rivet.
McDonald Rivet came into the race just one year into her four-year Senate term. She said in an interview with the AP that Kildee called her and encouraged her to run for his seat.
In November's general election, McDonald Rivet will face Paul Junge, who won the Republican primary on Tuesday. He defeated Mary Draves and Anthony Hudson. Junge had made another bid for the House seat after falling by double digits to Kildee in 2022.
Junge was a clear favorite for the nomination, having vastly outraised his opponents. This race marks his third time running for the seat. He previously served in the Trump administration at the Department of Homeland Security.
Rep. Shri Thanedar is projected to win the Democratic primary in Michigan's 13th Congressional District, according to the AP. He has won the nomination despite a push from within the party to replace him. He defeated Mary Waters, an at-large member of the Detroit City Council, and attorney Shakira Lynn Hawkins.
State Attorney General Bob Ferguson (D) and former congressman Dave Reichert (R) are projected to win Washington's all-party gubernatorial primary, according to the AP. Under the state's primary system, the top two vote-getters advance to the general election regardless of party. The race was rated as leaning toward Democrats by the Cook Political Report.
Ferguson, who received Democratic Gov. Jay Inslee's endorsement, would extend the party's decades-long hold on the state office. The attorney general is known for pressing legal challenges against the GOP on issues including abortion and gun control. Reichert, a former county sheriff and seven-term congressman, would break Washington's nearly 40-year streak of Democratic governors. He gained national recognition for his work as a sheriff, when he was part of a task force that captured the "Green River Killer," who was convicted of 49 murders in the early 2000s.
This Republican-leaning district is set to be a key race in November in what local media outlets have described as a "grudge match." Democrats served an upset here in 2022, when Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez flipped the seat in the midterms. Now, right-wing Army veteran Joe Kent wants it back. Gluesenkamp Perez has heavily outraised her primary challengers and has a fairly direct line to November. Both were renominated on Tuesday night, per the AP.
Kent has establishment support from the Washington state GOP but faced competition from local legislator Leslie Lewallen, who has local GOP support. The latter said she would be more palatable in the general election, pushing back on Kent's election conspiracy theories and associations with far-right extremists.
Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.), the incumbent in the state's deep-red 4th Congressional District, faces two credible challengers, both propelled in part by endorsements from Trump.
Having won reelection in the district since 2014, Newhouse faced off Tuesday against Tiffany Smiley, a former Republican Senate candidate who lost to Sen. Patty Murray (D) in 2022, and Jerrod Sessler, who has never held public office but received an early endorsement from Trump. Newhouse is one of only two House Republicans who remain in office of the 10 who voted to impeach Donald Trump after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. Of the other eight, four lost their reelection bids during the primaries, and four others retired.
In a dig at Newhouse in April, Trump endorsed Sessler on Truth Social, writing that the candidate has his "Complete and Total Endorsement -- He will never let you down!!!"
On Saturday, Trump extended a late endorsement to Smiley, whom he described as a "tremendous America First Candidate." He added that Newhouse was a "weak and pathetic" opponent who "stupidly voted to impeach me for absolutely no reason."
In 2022, Newhouse fought off Sessler and five other GOP candidates. Sessler is a business executive and Navy veteran. Smiley is a former nurse who has since focused on advocacy work for veterans.
After nearly two decades representing Washington's 5th Congressional District, Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R) announced in February that she would not run for reelection. Candidates from both parties made for a crowded primary Tuesday to replace McMorris Rodgers, who was the first woman to chair the influential Energy and Commerce Committee.
With Washington's primary system, the two candidates who receive the most votes, regardless of party, will face off in the November general election for the district, which includes Spokane, the state's second-largest city.
The top Republican contenders are state Rep. Jacquelin Maycumber and Spokane County Treasurer Michael Baumgartner. Before Maycumber was elected to her Washington House seat in 2017, she worked in biomedical research and law enforcement and served as a school board member. Baumgartner, who is serving his second term as Spokane County's treasurer, was a state senator for eight years and worked for the State Department as an officer in the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.
Maycumber and Baumgartner face Democratic challengers Bernadine Bank and Carmela Conroy. Bank worked for decades as a gynecologist in Spokane and, in 2022, began working with the local Democratic Party. Conroy worked as a deputy prosecuting attorney in Spokane County in the 1990s before spending about two decades with the State Department in various roles.
With Rep. Derek Kilmer (D), who has held the seat since 2013, not running for reelection, the race to succeed him has two Democratic front-runners: Hilary Franz, the state's commissioner of public lands, and state Sen. Emily Randall.
Each received high-profile endorsements from across the state and raised more than $1 million apiece. Republican state Sen. Drew MacEwan is hoping to flip the seat, which has been won by Democrats for the past 60 years, but he has raised significantly less than his Democratic opponents. The race drew record-breaking outside spending, with a pro-cryptocurrency super PAC, Protect Progress, pumping $1.5 million into ads to support Randall.
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Pelosi on Biden: 'We did not have a campaign that was on the path to victory'
The former House speaker gave her most extensive explanation of her actions that helped push the president out of the 2024 campaign.
By Paul Kane | 2024-08-08

Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi said she thought it was increasingly inevitable that President Joe Biden would lose if he stayed in the presidential campaign. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said that she joined the effort to persuade President Joe Biden to abandon his reelection bid because the president's campaign was losing badly and placing "rose petals" on the path to a victory by former president Donald Trump.
"Now I was really asking for a better campaign. We did not have a campaign that was on the path to victory. Members knew that in their districts," the former House speaker told a small group of reporters during an interview Wednesday promoting her new book.
In her most extensive remarks yet about the political earthquake over the last five weeks, Pelosi said that Biden's June 27 debate debacle and the aftermath revealed two troubling signs making it all but inevitable that Trump would return to the White House: The president was performing poorly as a candidate and his campaign operation was also flawed.
"My goal in life was that that man would never set foot in the White House again," she said of Trump, pounding the table nine times for emphasis and to explain why she acted. She added that she couldn't stand to see "an unfolding of events that were just putting rose petals in front of him to go there."
Pelosi declined to go into any specifics about her conversations with Biden or other senior Democrats following the debate, sticking to previous assertions that she did not lead any effort to oust Biden after a crescendo of Democratic elected officials questioned the president's ability to win his reelection race. But she acknowledged that she counseled many lawmakers and other Democrats who desperately wanted to see a change at the top of the ticket.
"I didn't make one call. I did not make one call. People called me -- hundreds," she said.
Her message to these Democrats was to flood Biden's top advisers with their complaints. "I spoke to close friends or whatever, and said the same thing: Whatever you have to say, say to them. I'm not your messenger," Pelosi said.
Asked whether she ever directly told Biden that he needed to step aside or else Trump would win, she demurred.
"I won't answer that question," she said.
The White House declined to comment on Pelosi's remarks.
Pelosi's role in the three-week drama over whether Biden would step aside was carefully parsed and studiously watched by Democrats of every rank -- even though she is no longer House speaker, she commands great respect not only in the halls of the Capitol but also as a Democratic Party power broker. Her July 10 appearance on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" prompted many in Washington to believe that Biden was reconsidering his vow to stay in the race, and the political world paid heed when Pelosi told some California lawmakers that Biden's time in the race may be short.
But it's only since she began promoting "The Art of Power," her book recounting key moments during 20 years as the House Democratic leader, that Pelosi has, little by little, elaborated on the events that led to Vice President Kamala Harris as the party's new nominee.
Pelosi acknowledged that "Morning Joe" appearance prompted rank-and-file Democrats to believe she had reopened the matter for discussion.
"It was not my intention to put him on the spot on the show," Pelosi said, explaining their belief that she gave them room to challenge Biden. "Oh my God, you gave us space, you gave us space."
Within a week of that interview, about two dozen Democratic members of Congress called for Biden to bow out, with many more conveying their concerns privately.
"He may think that my statement unleashed something -- I don't know, because I haven't spoken to him since," Pelosi said.
Pelosi said she used her TV appearance to channel the anger over Biden's letter two days before to every Democrat on Capitol Hill, in which he defiantly said he was running and essentially ordered lawmakers to fall in line.
"The letter wasn't well received in Congress, I don't know if you know that," Pelosi said. "It was not well received. I don't even know who wrote it. Like, what?"
Pelosi said she now goes weeks without talking to Biden since she stepped out of House leadership at the end of 2022.
Biden and Pelosi first met in 1983 at a California Democratic Party event honoring her tenure as state party chair. They bonded over their shared Catholic faith, rising through the corridors of Washington power without Ivy League educations and similar political values.
She acknowledged that last month's turn of events has created personal pain in a more than 40-year friendship.
"So we are friends for a very long time. I love him so much. We pray together. I cry over it, I lose sleep over it and the rest, but that's what evolved," Pelosi said.
Pelosi took a dismissive attitude toward one of Biden's longest-serving confidants, Mike Donilon, who has served as his presidential adviser, advertising script writer and top speechwriter. She denied press accounts that she and Biden had a talk in which they disputed polling data and suggested he put Donilon on the phone to go through the granular details.
"I didn't know what Donilon did over there. I get the brothers mixed up, as a matter of fact," she said, referencing his brother, Tom Donilon, who has served as a foreign policy adviser to three Democratic presidents.
"I didn't even know what Donilon did. I thought he was a speechwriter," she said. "Yeah, I thought he was a speechwriter. Isn't he a speechwriter?"
Pelosi said that she had advised Biden months ago not to debate Trump at all. She said she feared that the ex-president would turn the debate into "doggy doo" with so many misstatements that Biden wouldn't look good.
"I want to go onstage. I can handle this," Biden told her, according to Pelosi's account Wednesday.
"I know you can handle it," she responded, noting that Trump skipped debates in the GOP primary. "Why should you debate him?"
"He wanted to do it, he felt confident," she said.
On the day of the debate, she told other Democrats that they should expect "the Joe Biden of the State of the Union address," the successful March speech to Congress that boosted their spirits.
Instead, she said, "Right away there was something disconcerting or concerning."
Pelosi found what she described as the wanness of his face to be troubling. She did not expect to see such a poor performance given her interactions with him this year.
"I mean, I was shocked the night of the debate, I was shocked. Because I never saw that," she said. "And everybody said: Well, you must have seen that -- well, no, I didn't see it."
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Trump complains about campaign as advisers try to focus on attacking Harris
The GOP nominee has grown increasingly angry about Kamala Harris's surging poll numbers and media coverage since replacing Joe Biden on the ticket.
By Josh Dawsey, Michael Scherer | 2024-08-08

Former president Donald Trump during a campaign event on Saturday in Atlanta. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


Donald Trump's candidacy appeared all but destined for victory only weeks ago.
He rose defiant from the bullet graze of an attempted assassination, hoisting his fist in the air with a unified party at his back, a growing lead in the polls, dissolving criminal prosecutions -- and a struggling opponent, President Joe Biden, facing a full-blown revolt from within his own party. Trump mocked the idea of Vice President Kamala Harris becoming the new Democratic nominee, calling her "so pathetic."
As staffers and allies gathered at the GOP nominating convention in Milwaukee last month, some privately discussed what administration jobs certain people wanted -- and predicted a landslide election. There was talk of spending money in states where Republicans haven't won in decades.
"At the convention, it was game over, and the Democrats realized that," said Richard Porter, a member of the Republican National Committee from Illinois. "It felt like it was too good to be true, and it was. It's amazing how quickly they coalesced behind another candidate."
Trump now finds himself back in a dead-even contest and with new signs of strain in his orbit. In the face of new Democratic momentum, he has grown increasingly upset about Harris's surging poll numbers and media coverage since replacing Biden on the ticket, complaining relentlessly and asking friends about how his campaign is performing, according to five people close to the campaign who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
"It's unfair that I beat him and now I have to beat her, too," Trump told an ally in a phone call last weekend.
Allies have taken to finger-pointing over several events that seemingly went off the rails. Friends, Mar-a-Lago members and donors have logged their concerns with Trump, who then tells them to others, according to three people close to him. U.S. Senate allies and others are trying to get Trump focused on attacking Harris.
"We had a lot of good things happen in a row that were unsustainable, but we've hit a few speed bumps," Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), a Trump ally, said in an interview. "There's been a rough spot."
The Trump campaign, for its part, remains confident that he will win decisively in November, with aides saying they never took the advantages in July for granted or let their guard down. The former president remains ahead or tied in most of the swing states and continues to attract large crowds, with the cash on hand in total not far from the Democratic operation.
"The Trump campaign has never taken anything for granted and we always fight like we're the underdogs," Steven Cheung, a Trump spokesman, said in a statement. "That's especially true after an assassination attempt on President Trump heading into Convention. Our sole job is to help President Trump win the election, and we're going to beat the brakes off the dangerously liberal Kamala-Walz ticket."
But for the first time since Trump established his dominance in the Republican nomination fight, his campaign has found itself publicly struggling to manage the daily news cycle as excitement around Harris has swelled along with her campaign activity. It has left people close to the campaign wondering why Trump and his team seemed ill-prepared, given that they had privately speculated for weeks after Biden's disastrous June 27 debate performance that Harris was going to be the nominee.
"What's happened in the last couple of weeks is we actually have a real race. This is a real presidential campaign. The Biden-Trump version of this was one event a week by each candidate, very rarely on the campaign trail and no real engagement," said Kevin Madden, a Republican strategist who worked for Mitt Romney's 2012 presidential effort. "Now this is going to be one of those campaigns where strategies matter, resources matter, time matters, and there is not much room for error."
People familiar with the campaign's inner workings say there is no staff freakout -- nor have there been dramatic fights between senior advisers in recent days, a hallmark of previous Trump campaigns where things went awry. Staff have been meeting to discuss polls, spending and upcoming events at the campaign's headquarters.

Trump on Saturday in Atlanta. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


Cheung dismissed the allies and Trump advisers questioning the campaign's effectiveness as "unnamed sources who have no idea what they are talking about and are doing nothing but helping Democrats."
"We have always thrived under pressure because we take our cues from President Trump," he said. "With his leadership, we continue to prove everyone wrong. Anyone on the outside who continues to complain simply hasn't been battle-tested or gone through the adversity we have and come out on top."
But there is no doubt that some of his big advantages have faded.
The fundraising edge Trump enjoyed for two months was  swallowed by Harris's $310 million fundraising surge in July -- about $170 million more than he announced for the same month. The much-larger Harris campaign now appears poised to take advantage of a new outpouring of grassroots energy, including more than 1.3 million voters who have signed up for campaign events since she entered the race for president, according to her campaign.
Despite going up with his first television spots of the general election, Trump and his allies are still being outspent in the battleground states. Over the first five days of August, Trump and his allies spent about $16.5 million on advertising, according to AdImpact, compared with about $23 million by Biden, Harris and their allies. From the beginning of March to early August, the Biden side has spent $309 million, compared with $110 million for the Trump side, according to the ad-tracking firm.
While Trump has repeatedly said Republican Party officials only needed to focus on election integrity, he has begun hearing from outside allies that he does not have a significant ground game in key battleground states. He has grown annoyed with some of the media focus on his campaign staff, suggesting to others that his advisers get too much credit. Some advisers have urged him to spend more on digital advertising, saying he is being pummeled online.
Democrats and some in Trump's orbit have tried to highlight social media posts from Trump advisers and allies that they say show fear or bad messaging, while trying to stoke division in other ways. The Harris campaign has circulated posts and news releases about his staff, the pick of Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) as his running mate, crowd size and other topics they say will grate on Trump and cause him to say controversial things.
"It's easy to live in Donald Trump's head," one Harris aide wrote, suggesting a story about crowd size now that Harris draws a crowd as big as or larger than Trump's rallies.
Harris, meanwhile, has been traveling more on the campaign trail than Trump, who is fundraising this week in Florida. Since the June 27 debate, Trump has held eight campaign rallies, besides his nominating convention, including events in Minnesota, Florida and Virginia, all outside the main battleground map.
Harris will visit six states this week. Beyond interviews, the only event Trump has scheduled is a rally in Montana, a state where he is almost certain to win by double digits. Democrats wonder about the state of Trump's operation, while the former president's advisers note that he has campaigned for 21 months.
"Of all weeks when he has to blunt the momentum of Kamala Harris, you would have expected him to be very aggressive this week," said Simon Rosenberg, a Democratic strategist.

Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, address the crowd at a campaign rally on Wednesday in Eau Claire, Wis. (Caroline Yang for The Washington Post)


Trump has begun asking friends and allies how his campaign staff is doing -- a question that some say could lead to staff changes, though the former president has not said he is planning that and has expressed support for campaign aides in recent days, a person close to him said. He has asked why Harris is raising so much more money than him, people familiar with the comments say. Trump has also repeatedly raised the large crowds that Harris is getting compared with Biden, people who have spoken to him said.
Some Trump advisers grew alarmed last week when Kellyanne Conway arrived at his Bedminster, N.J., golf resort for a meeting and posted about it on X. Conway, who was the manager of his winning campaign in 2016, has a long relationship with Trump and has questioned some of the campaign's decisions but has not specified any personnel changes she thinks Trump should make, according to people who have spoken to her.
"The Kamala bump was a direct cause from the Biden slump," Conway said in an interview. "There was nowhere for his successor to go but up in fundraising and enthusiasm. But this remains President Trump's election to lose. The electoral map and underlying fundamentals favor him."
While accepting the Republican nomination at the convention, in his first speech since the shooting, advisers wanted him to give a sober and hopeful address about the future. He began by telling an emotional tale of his shooting but wandered off the teleprompter remarks dozens of times, stretching the speech "past the point where it was productive," a campaign official said. Inside the arena, loyal attendees could be heard grumbling as they exited about how long the speech was. Several people close to Trump described it as a missed opportunity.
Inside his campaign, there have been frustrations about some of his other comments, people close to Trump say. When he went to a National Association of Black Journalists event in Chicago, he made unplanned remarks that suggested Harris was not really Black.
"I didn't know she was Black until a number of years ago when she happened to turn Black and now she wants to be known as Black. So, I don't know, is she Indian or is she Black?" Trump said falsely.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks at the National Association of Black Journalists convention in Chicago last week. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


While the campaign sought to defend his comments, Trump was frustrated by the event. He did not know that Harris was not going to appear, that the journalists were going to ask such tough questions and that there would be a fact-checking component to the event, one person who spoke with him about it said.
His team has sought to attack her on policy grounds while casting her as unfit. It has pushed arguments about rising numbers of undocumented immigrants crossing the southern border, inflation that rose while she was vice president, her record as a California politician and her comments backing certain liberal positions in the past, such as supporting the Green New Deal.
At his rally in Atlanta this weekend, Trump veered way off-script to attack Brian Kemp, a popular Georgia governor who would not seek to overturn the 2020 election for him. He spent a large portion of his comments slashing Kemp, who previously had considered appearing with the former president this fall. In the days after, Kemp's team have not heard from Trump's campaign, even as some outside advisers have sought a detente.
Erick Erickson, a conservative Georgia radio show host, said he was flooded with calls from suburban voters who were angry with Trump's attacks on Kemp. Erickson said he still believed Trump will probably win Georgia.
"All attacking Kemp does is remind people why they didn't like him," he said. "He makes it closer than it should be. That's the problem. You're not going to have Kemp on the campaign trail for him, which you could have had."
Cheung, the Trump spokesman, dismissed concerns expressed by allies about the campaign and its messaging. "Our message discipline is second to none," he said. "It's why President Trump was able to take out Joe Biden in the debate, it's why we've been so successful thus far, and it'll be why President Trump will win the election."
Several people close to the campaign said there was an ongoing effort to get Trump to focus on attacking Harris and slashing Democrats. Trump enjoyed an advantage of two percentage points over Biden in a Washington Post average of national polls taken in July, before the president bowed out. Harris is polling four percentage points ahead of Biden's number in a Post average of national polls since then, giving her a one-point edge over Trump.
"This is really Trump's race to lose," Graham said. "I hope we'll get more focused on prosecuting the case against her. I think he was frustrated originally, but over the last couple days, we've had good conversations and I think we have the wind at our back."
A Tuesday afternoon post from Trump on his Truth Social media site -- which included a number of nicknames, falsehoods and baseless accusations -- suggested he was still steaming.
"What are the chances that Crooked Joe Biden, the WORST President in the history of the U.S., whose Presidency was Unconstitutionally STOLEN from him by Kamabla, Barrack HUSSEIN Obama, Crazy Nancy Pelosi, Shifty Adam Schiff, Cryin' Chuck Schumer, and others on the Lunatic Left, CRASHES the Democrat National Convention and tries to take back the Nomination, beginning with challenging me to another DEBATE," the post read. "He feels that he made a historically tragic mistake by handing over the U.S. Presidency, a COUP, to the people in the World he most hates, and he wants it back, NOW!!!"
Clara Ence Morse contributed to this report.
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Harris, Walz rally in Michigan after stop in Wisconsin
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram, Paul Kane, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles, Michael Scherer, Toluse Olorunnipa, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Trisha Thadani, Philip Bump, Ben Brasch, JM Rieger, Fenit Nirappil, Emily Guskin, Sabrina Rodriguez, Meryl Kornfield, Tyler Pager, Aaron Blake, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Nicole Markus, Kim Bellware, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Annabelle Timsit, Abbie Cheeseman, Rebecca Tan, Vic Chiang, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Liz Goodwin, Michael Kranish, Dan Lamothe, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Beth Reinhard | 2024-08-08
Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz made campaign stops in Wisconsin and Michigan on Wednesday as the freshly minted Democratic ticket continues a tour of battleground states. "We are running a campaign on behalf of all Americans. ... We will govern on behalf of all Americans. Because Coach Walz and I know, unlike the other side, we work for you," Harris told supporters in Eau Claire, Wis. Former president Donald Trump called Walz a "shocking pick" Wednesday morning on "Fox & Friends" and declared, "I could not be more thrilled."
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Trump took a private flight with Project 2025 leader in 2022 
Trump took the flight to speak at a Heritage Foundation conference, where he said, "They're going to lay the groundwork and detail plans for exactly what our movement will do."
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Hannah Knowles | 2024-08-08

Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts with former president Donald Trump on a private plane in April 2022. (Obtained by The Washington Post) 


Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump has repeatedly denied knowing about the Project 2025 policy blueprint or the people behind it. "Have no idea who is in charge of it," he wrote in a social media post in July.
But in April 2022, Trump shared a 45-minute private flight with Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts, according to people familiar with the trip, plane-tracking data and a photograph from on board the plane, which has not been previously reported. They flew together to a Heritage conference where Trump delivered a keynote address that gestured to Heritage's forthcoming policy proposals.
"They're going to lay the groundwork and detail plans for exactly what our movement will do," Trump said in the speech.
Separately, Roberts told The Washington Post in an interview in April of this year that he had previously discussed Project 2025 with Trump as part of offering briefings to all presidential candidates. "I personally have talked to President Trump about Project 2025," he said in the interview, "because my role in the project has been to make sure that all of the candidates who have responded to our offer for a briefing on Project 2025 get one from me."
Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said Roberts never briefed Trump. A Heritage spokeswoman declined to elaborate on private meetings.
The flight, Trump's speech and Roberts's interview cut against the former president's recent efforts to distance himself from Project 2025 once Democrats turned some of its most controversial proposals into a frequent campaign attack. The proposals came from alumni of Trump's first term and often overlap with his own official campaign pronouncements, such as eliminating the Education Department, weakening protections for career civil servants, ending affirmative action and reversing restrictions on greenhouse gases. One of the proposals calls for federal restrictions on access to abortion medication, a position at odds with the Trump campaign stance.
"Project 2025 has never and will never be an accurate reflection of President Trump's policies," Leavitt said. "As President Trump himself and our campaign leadership have repeatedly stated, President Trump's 20 promises to the forgotten men and women and the RNC platform are the only policies endorsed by President Trump for a second term."
Trump and Roberts flew together in April 2022 from the former president's home in Palm Beach, Fla., to the foundation's annual conference on Amelia Island. Heritage chartered the plane because Trump's jet was being refurbished at the time, according to two people familiar with the trip who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private interactions.
At that time, Heritage was in the early stages of organizing Project 2025. Roberts brought it up with Trump on the flight, but Trump seemed uninterested and moved on to another subject, according to a Heritage official. A Trump campaign official said Trump and Roberts didn't discuss Project 2025 on the plane ride.
Trump briefly described meeting Heritage staff members during his keynote address at the conference. "With Kevin and the staff, and I met so many of them now, I took pictures with among the most handsome, beautiful people I've ever seen," he said.
Roberts took over day-to-day management of Project 2025 last week with the departure of director Paul Dans. The project is winding down its policy work in anticipation of handing off its recommendations to the official presidential transition. The project will continue to operate a database of 20,000 applicants for Republican political appointments.
Participants are still drafting executive orders and conducting training classes for potential future administration officials, a person involved in the project said. In private, the person said, Roberts has told people Trump isn't really that mad, instead attributing the backlash to top Trump campaign advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles.
"Some chapter writers see this as a disaster, a catastrophe, that it's really bad for them. Others think it's going to blow over," the person involved in the project said. "The wishful-thinking school is that this will all blow over."
The Heritage Foundation has since 1980 published a book of policy recommendations for the next Republican administration. For this cycle, the foundation set out to convene a coalition of more than 100 right-wing groups, presenting the proposals as a movement consensus under the banner of Project 2025. The coalition involved at least 140 Trump administration alumni, according to a CNN tally, including Dans, former White House speechwriter Stephen Miller, former acting director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement Tom Homan and former White House budget director Russ Vought.
Heritage published the 900-page agency-by-agency policy book in 2023, and it was not until recent months that Democratic attention on its proposals exploded. They have particularly focused on the Project 2025 proposal to ban shipments of abortion medication through the mail -- which departs from Trump's stated plans.

After praising the Heritage Foundation for years, former president Donald Trump now says he is unaware of its policy blueprint, Project 2025.


Trump and his advisers chafed at the critical media coverage that Project 2025 generated, especially when leaders including Roberts brushed off repeated warnings to keep their heads down. Roberts himself drew backlash for a July interview on the right-wing "War Room" podcast (which was hosted by former Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon until he reported to prison), in which he said, "we are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be."
Miller has started forcefully denying any role in the project. His America First Legal group was part of the coalition, and his deputy, Gene Hamilton, wrote the playbook's chapter on the Justice Department. Others, such as Vought, who wrote the chapter on the executive office of the president and served as policy director for the Republican National Convention's platform committee, have kept a lower profile since the Trump campaign started admonishing the project.
Others whom Trump specifically said he would consider bringing back into a second administration contributed chapters to the project, including former adviser Peter Navarro on trade; former acting defense secretary Christopher Miller on the Pentagon; and former HUD secretary Ben Carson on housing. Navarro served four months in prison over his refusal to testify before Congress about efforts to overturn the 2020 election.
Roberts also has a relationship with Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), who wrote the foreword to Roberts's book, "Dawn's Early Light." In the foreword, Vance called Heritage "the most influential engine of ideas for Republicans from Ronald Reagan to Donald Trump." On Tuesday, Roberts announced that he would delay publication until after the election.
Roberts previously raised suspicion among Trump advisers who viewed him as favoring Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis during the presidential Republican primary. Advisers also said Trump resents other groups such as Heritage raising money that he believes should go to his campaign.
At other times, though, Trump has praised Roberts. He singled him out in February during a speech in Nashville to the National Religious Broadcasters. "Heritage Foundation president, somebody else doing an unbelievable job," Trump said. "He's bringing it back to levels it's never seen, Dr. Kevin Roberts. Kevin, thank you."
On Tuesday, congressional Democrats called on Roberts to release Project 2025's plans for the first 180 days of a new administration. This "fourth pillar" was not published, unlike the overall policy recommendations.
"It is time to stop hiding the ball on what we are concerned could very well be the most radical, extreme, and dangerous parts of Project 2025," Democratic lawmakers led by Reps. Jared Huffman (Calif.) and Ayanna Pressley (Mass.) said in a letter to Roberts. "If we are wrong about that -- if your secret 'Fourth Pillar' of Project 2025 is actually a defensible, responsible, and constitutional action plan for the first days of a second Trump presidency -- then we hope you will publish it, without edits or redaction."
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New polling suggests that Harris is bringing younger voters home
Biden's bid to be reelected was wobbly in part because younger voters didn't like him. New national and Wisconsin polling indicates they like Harris more.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-07

Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), campaign in Wisconsin on Wednesday. (Kamil Krzaczynski/AFP/Getty Images)


In its new poll of voters in Wisconsin, the Marquette Law School Poll did something unusual, a sort of inversion of the approach pollsters had been taking over the past few months. In addition to asking whom people preferred between the two major-party candidates, Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump, it also asked whom people would prefer if President Joe Biden had remained in the race.
This was not a response to Trump's recent suggestion on social media that Biden somehow plans to regain the nomination, perhaps a bit of wish-casting on the Republican's part. Instead, it offers a comparison between what is and what was, in the same way that polling before Biden withdrew often asked about a Trump-vs.-Harris race to compare what was (at the time) with what might be (and now is).
Among likely voters, Harris has a four-point lead in Wisconsin (before respondents were pushed to pick between the two candidates). Were the race still Trump against Biden, Biden would be trailing by three points -- a seven-point swing.
This is not a perfect comparison, certainly, given that people's views of Biden and a Biden-Trump race are necessarily colored by the events of the past few weeks. But when we dig into the numbers a little further, we see that there are shifts that probably capture a fundamental change in the race.
For months before his withdrawal from the race, Democrats fretted that Biden simply wasn't seeing the support from younger voters that he needed. Younger voters soured on Biden fairly early in his presidency, and presidential polling reflected that apathy. As with independents and non-White voters -- groups that overlap more with younger Americans than older ones -- Biden was underperforming past Democrats, including himself in 2020.
In Marquette's poll, the biggest difference between support for Biden and support for Harris was among younger respondents and demographic categories into which younger voters fall. Among those under 30, Harris does 11 points better than Biden and Trump does five points worse, a 16-point shift. Harris narrows the gap among those ages 30 to 44 by 11 points. Among independents, Harris does 10 points better; among independents who lean Democratic -- a group into which many younger voters fall -- she does 13 points better.




Exit polls in 2020 had Biden beating Trump by 23 points among Wisconsin voters under 30. Harris leads Trump by 30 points with that group now, while a Biden-Trump contest would give the president only a 14-point advantage.
This mirrors a widening gap among younger voters nationally. In YouGov polling conducted for the Economist, Harris led Trump by 13 points shortly before Biden withdrew. In the most recent poll, she leads Trump by 31 points. (The graph below indicates the days when YouGov's polls were being conducted.)




An analysis of the national vote by Pew Research Center after the 2020 election found that Biden beat Trump among voters under 30 by 24 points nationally.
Again, a shift among younger voters is crucially important to Harris. The difference between the results in 2016 and 2020 can be attributed to the decreased density of older voters in the electorate in the latter contest. And while younger voters still express less enthusiasm about voting in November than do Americans overall, the fraction of voters under 30 who say they are enthusiastic about doing so went from a quarter to a third over the past month.
There are plenty of caveats here, certainly, of which you probably don't need to be reminded. The election is months away, Harris's campaign is still new, polling has been off the mark at times in recent years, etc. These polls, though, reflect the sort of change that Democrats wanted and need to see to prevent Trump from regaining the presidency.
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Walz made Minnesota a 'trans refuge,' championing gender-affirming care
Walz issued an executive order and signed a 2023 bill to shield people from punishment by other states for seeking and delivering gender affirming care. 
By Fenit Nirappil | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) said "hatred stops at our borders" at a bill signing ceremony on April 27, 2023.


Before he joined the Democratic presidential ticket, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz had emerged as one of the most prominent champions for transgender rights and gender-affirming care as legislation restricting access proliferated across the country.
In March 2023, Walz issued an executive order protecting trans patients' ability to receive medical care that helps them live according to their gender identity. The order shields patients, parents and providers from punishment by other states for seeking and delivering such care. The next month, he signed legislation enshrining similar protections that supporters said would establish Minnesota as a "trans refuge."
After Vice President Kamala Harris named Walz as her running mate, conservatives began attacking those actions, falsely accusing him of allowing the state to terminate parental custody if parents prevent their trans children from receiving gender-affirming care.
The Minnesota law allows courts to have "temporary emergency jurisdiction" during custody disputes crossing state lines if a child has been unable to obtain gender-affirming care. Kat Rohn, executive director of OutFront, an LGBTQ+ advocacy organization in St. Paul, Minn., said the law gives courts the ability to resolve conflicts when parents disagree on whether their child should receive gender-affirming care; it does not remove custody from parents who decline such care.
In providing gender-affirming care for trans children and adolescents, clinicians may offer patients counseling to assist in their social transition to match their gender identity such as changing their names, pronouns and hairstyles. They may also prescribe puberty-suppressing treatments under close monitoring. They generally do not offer genital surgeries until adulthood.
Republican nominee Donald Trump said on Fox News on Wednesday that Walz is "very heavy into transgender. Anything transgender he thinks is great." As president, Trump and his administration restricted the rights of transgender people, including barring them from military service and eliminating protections against discrimination in health care. In his campaign, he has vowed to bar federal agencies from promoting the concept of gender transition.
His campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt also appeared on Fox News on Tuesday to criticize Walz for signing legislation that makes menstrual products available in school restrooms, regardless of gender, to accommodate transgender students.

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) signs an executive order March 8, 2023, to protect the rights of LGBTQ+ people to receive gender-affirming health care. (Steve Karnowski/AP)


LGBTQ+ advocates praised the governor for his record as a forceful defender of transgender rights and his broader support for their community, stretching back to 1999, when he served as faculty adviser to the gay-straight alliance club at the high school where he coached football and taught social studies. Erin Reed, an LGBTQ+ activist who tracks legislation targeting the community, described Walz on X as "one of the most protective governors towards trans people."
Minnesota's adoption of protections for transgender people coincided with some of its neighboring states -- North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska -- restricting access to gender-affirming health care.
Walz entered his second term as governor in 2023 after Minnesota voters elected a dozen state lawmakers who identified as LGBTQ+ -- the most in state history. The Democratic legislators formed a "queer caucus" that prioritized passing a trans refuge bill designed to prevent the state from enforcing court orders from other states to remove children from parents who approve gender-affirming care.
State Rep. Leigh Finke (D), Minnesota's first openly transgender lawmaker and leader of the caucus, said she asked the governor's aides if Walz could issue an executive order as she worked on passing the trans refuge bill in a legislature where Democrats held the Senate majority by just one seat. Walz's order in 2023 buoyed those efforts, activists said.
"I cannot imagine the stress that families and individuals go through, but here in Minnesota, we're going to be a place of refuge to make sure that they feel safe and welcome," Walz said at a news conference announcing his executive order.
He also blasted Republican politicians who restricted access to care as bullies. Half of all states enacted laws or policies limiting youth access to gender-affirming care, including 23 that imposed penalties on health-care practitioners who offered such care, according to KFF, a health policy organization.
"Imagine what the human emotion was in that room when they did that with absolutely nothing to gain for themselves, not following any factual data and simply using the state apparatus to bring cruelty down on the most innocent amongst us," Walz said at the time.
His stance was especially notable coming from a Democrat from a rural area who represented a swing district in Congress. Activists credited him for making the issue mainstream by casting access to gender-affirming care as fitting into Midwestern values of caring for neighbors and his broader vision for making Minnesota the best state in which to raise children.
Dave Edwards, whose 14-year-old transgender daughter stood by Walz as he signed the executive order and trans refuge bill, said the governor's matter-of-fact approach to supporting trans rights sets a model for people who do not have a personal connection to the issue.
"He communicates that 'I care about everyone, so of course I care about you and I don't need to look like you or sound like you to know your lives are important,'" said Edwards, who advocates gender inclusivity in schools. "To have someone just frame things like 'trans people exist' feels like a breath of fresh air."
Rohn, the LGBTQ+ advocate, recalled Walz pulling her aside during an LGBTQ+ lobbying day at the Capitol and asking how he could support those facing vitriolic online harassment while the bill was being considered.
Finke, the transgender lawmaker who was a prime target of the harassment, said Walz would periodically inquire about her well-being.
"He cares about doing what's right," Finke said. "I was inspired by his willingness to champion our rights at a time when we are vulnerable."
Walz's backing of the bill continues to draw intense criticism from Republicans and conservative activists who said it threatened parental rights, mischaracterizing what the law does.
Jeff Evans, president and CEO of the Minnesota Family Council, a Christian organization, condemned "the so-called Trans Refuge bill which could take children away from their parents if parents do not provide access to harmful 'gender-affirming care,'" in an X post after Harris tapped Walz as her running mate.
Conservative radio host Megyn Kelly falsely accused Walz of signing a bill that lets the state take away children from parents who do not agree to "sterilize them & chop off their body parts in the name of 'gender affirming care.'"
For trans advocates, Walz's support came at a crucial moment.
A. Kade Goepferd, medical director of the gender health program at Children's Minnesota, said the organization has seen an increase in phone calls from out-of-state parents seeking gender-affirming care for their children.
"Knowing that Minnesota was a place that their children and their families would belong and could get the health care they needed," Goepferd said, helped cement Minnesota in their eyes as "the best place for us to raise our family."
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Trump says he saved Walz from protesters. Walz says Trump sent them.
A look at dueling descriptions of events from the Trump presidency.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-07

Supporters of President Donald Trump protest the election results outside Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz's home Nov. 7, 2020. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The hosts of the Fox News morning show "Fox & Friends" welcomed Donald Trump by phone Wednesday morning, offering the former president the opportunity to opine on his candidacy and his opponent's newly named vice-presidential pick without pushback.
They wasted no time, prompting Trump at the outset to offer his opinion of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D). Trump's response, though, was perhaps not what they expected.
"I know him a little bit," Trump began, before embarking on a riff about how he had helped Walz at one point in his presidency.
"During the riots," Trump said, Walz's house "was surrounded by people that were waving an American flag -- doesn't sound like very bad people -- and he called me, and he was very concerned, very, very concerned that it was going to get out of control."
Walz, Trump said, asked Trump to "put out the word that I'm a good person." Trump did, he continued, telling the world that Walz is a good person. "Everybody put down their flags and took their flags with them," Trump said. "They took their American flags and their MAGA flags, and they left." Walz then called back to thank the president, Trump continued, which was the "only thing I ever had to do with him."
The hosts didn't press him on the anecdote, eager to declare that Walz's nomination was "a gift for you." But there are certainly elements of the story that don't make much sense.
For example, one would assume that when Trump is referring to "the riots," he means the looting and vandalism that spun out of protests following the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis in the spring of 2020. But why would there be people with MAGA -- "Make America great again" -- flags protesting outside the Minnesota governor's mansion at that point? Why would people protesting the killing of Floyd be willing to disperse at Trump's request but not Walz's?
Beyond that, it's not clear how Trump purportedly "put out the word" about how Walz was a good guy. The only public mention of Walz by Trump in that time period was an infamous post on Twitter that didn't offer an opinion of the governor.
"Just spoke to Governor Tim Walz and told him that the Military is with him all the way," Trump wrote on May 29, 2020. "Any difficulty and we will assume control but, when the looting starts, the shooting starts. Thank you!"
A few hours later, new light was shed on the subject, courtesy of Politico. Two of its reporters interviewed Walz in 2021 as part of a book project, releasing more of the interview following his selection to join Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign. What Walz described then was not that he sought Trump's assistance with protesters during the unrest that followed Floyd's killing but, instead, that Trump had encouraged hostile protesters at two other points in that time period.
The first was in April 2020, after Trump had briefly endorsed an effort to curtail the spread of the coronavirus by limiting person-to-person contact. He quickly backtracked from that endorsement, pivoting to criticisms of state leaders who weren't quickly lifting those restrictions.
The morning of April 17, Trump posted "LIBERATE MINNESOTA!" on Twitter. At about the same time, a planned protest at the governor's mansion got underway.
Walz told Politico's Alexander Burns and Jonathan Martin that the post "brought armed people to my house," including members of the Proud Boys, a far-right group with a history of violence. Given the timeline, it's not clear if the post drew armed protesters or if it simply encouraged them. Some of those involved offered their appreciation to Trump for his support.
At some point, Walz, who the day before had been part of a joint announcement about scaling back restrictions, reached out to Trump.
"I called the White House, and left a message and I asked, kindly if not the president, someone could call," Walz said. "And he tweeted two words: 'Liberate Minnesota.'" At another point in the interview, Walz suggested that the call came after the social media post, that he called to ask for clarification about it.
"I said 'What does "Liberate Minnesota" mean?,'" Walz said. "'What do you want me to do differently? What do you think that I'm doing or not doing?'"
He says he didn't get an answer.
There was another point at which Trump supporters surrounded the governor's mansion: the day of the riot in Washington.
"On Jan. 6, when the Capitol riot happened we had that too, and there were, of course, legislators as well as some of these elements that believe the election was stolen, marched on the residence, and that's the one where it got way out of hand," Walz said. "The state patrol had to evacuate my 14-year-old, find the dog, take him to an off-site location."
If Walz requested that Trump call off his supporters on that day, he didn't mention it. Trump did not make a request that his supporters in Minnesota stand down; he was slow to even call for his supporters on Capitol Hill to do so.
There were times during the protests over Floyd's killing that Walz said his security was increased, but again it's clear from Trump's comments that he's talking about a protest driven by his supporters, like the ones in April 2020 or January 2021. It seems clear, too, that Trump's claim to have served as Walz's savior contradicts the available evidence.
Assuming he's referring to the April events, the call from Walz (which the governor says didn't include a conversation) was not, as Trump said, the "only thing I ever had to do with him." The two worked together at the time of the Floyd protests. In fact, Trump in one call released publicly said to Walz of the violence that "I don't blame you, I blame the mayor" of Minneapolis.
That's as close to "Walz is a good person" as Trump is likely to get any time soon.
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It's getting worse for JD Vance
A half-dozen polls in recent weeks have shown his already-underwhelming image deteriorating. And they suggest his past comments about childless women aren't helping.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-08

Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Two weeks ago, I noted that the early signs for JD Vance as Donald Trump's vice-presidential nominee were not encouraging. He was a historically unpopular running mate. The polls seemed to confirm what was already evident: He wasn't a particularly voter-friendly pick, dating back to an underperforming 2022 Ohio Senate campaign in which every other Republican running for statewide office did better in their races.
The signs since then have only gotten worse.
A half-dozen polls have now tested views of Vance more than once in the last few weeks. In each of them, his already-underwhelming image ratings have deteriorated -- sometimes significantly.
And crucially, his struggles appear particularly pronounced among educated voters and women. That would suggest that his derisive past comments about childless women are indeed proving to be liabilities.
But first, the big picture. Vance's net favorable rating (favorable vs. unfavorable) is now nine points underwater in the FiveThirtyEight average. That's a marked contrast to other recent running mates, who have generally polled in popular territory.
And notably, three of the repeated polls show about as many people view Vance very unfavorably as have any kind of positive view of him.
His net favorable ratings have dropped:
Digging into specific groups can be problematic, because they involve smaller sample sizes with bigger margins of error. And not all polls provide such detail -- at least publicly. But the story of Vance's decline is similar across these polls.
Vance's net favorable rating has declined among women by around 10 points in each of the Marist, Economist-YouGov and other YouGov polls.

At their best, vice presidential running mates are a valuable asset in drumming up excitement for their candidate. At their worst, they could tank the campaign.


He's declined among independents by double digits in both the Marist and YouGov polls. (Though he ticked up slightly in the Economist-YouGov poll.)
He's declined at least 19 points among Black voters in the Marist, YouGov and Economist-YouGov polls. And he's also down double digits among voters under 30 in two of those three polls.
In the Marist poll -- the most recent and detailed high-quality survey we have -- Vance's net image has declined by 28 points among college-educated voters and 14 points among women who are political independents.
Vance's numbers overall and with many of these groups are now similar to Trump's. That might make logical sense given the two are on the same ticket. But in the recent past, even running mates of unpopular nominees have generally been popular -- including Mike Pence in 2020, and both Pence and Tim Kaine in 2016.
Vance isn't getting that same benefit of the doubt. Instead, his status as a historically unpopular running mate appears to be cementing.
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Assessing the 'eliteness' of the major-party presidential tickets
Americans view the rich and powerful as elite. That applies more to the Republican ticket than the Democratic one.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-07

Former president Donald Trump in the lobby at Trump Tower in New York on April 17. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The fundamental irony of Donald Trump's ascent as the focal point of the Republican Party is that it piggybacked on the GOP's anti-elite movement, which emerged in the tea party era. Rank-and-file Republicans were frustrated with the party's establishment in Washington and angry at the perception of being told by political elites what they should do or what they should believe. This was to a significant extent an outcry that masked their more significant complaints and concerns, but it was the ostensible predicate for the anger.
And then they nominated a billionaire Manhattanite to be their presidential candidate in 2016.
We aren't breaking new ground in observing this, certainly; this contrast has been adjudicated any number of times before. But it remains striking that Trump and his party assertively campaign in opposition to elites while asking voters to support candidates who, by most measures, would qualify as elites themselves.
This is made only more striking with Vice President Kamala Harris's selection of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) as her running mate as she seeks the presidency. Walz is an elite in the sense that he is governor of a state; that level of power carries some eliteness. But on the measures by which Americans evaluate being elite in a more abstract sense, Walz is about as un-elite as any member of a major-party ticket in recent decades.
In 2022, Yahoo News commissioned the polling firm YouGov to ask Americans what qualified as "elite." A number of possibilities were offered, including a rejection of the idea that there were any elites to be described. But a consistent pattern emerged from the responses: Eliteness is about money and power. That held among both Democrats and Republicans -- though each were more likely to say their ideological foes were elites than members of their own side.




Overall, there were five characteristics that about 20 percent of respondents suggested qualified someone as "elite." If they were rich (regardless of ideology), if they made over $100,000 a year, if they ran a big business, if they worked in D.C. or if they graduated from a "highly-ranked" college. So we figured it would be interesting to see how many recent candidates on a major-party ticket met each of those conditions at the time they were seeking election.
The results are shown below, with each matching qualification indicated with a monocle.




Information on education came from simple Wikipedia searches and involved some subjectivity; Harris's degrees from Howard University and the University of California College of the Law were determined to meet the standard, for example. "Rich" is inherently subjective, so we used a net worth of $1 million to meet the standard. (That information and information on salaries came largely from Open Secrets.)
The contrast between Walz and Trump is sharp. Trump owns a big business, even if he isn't the titular leader of it at this point. He is a billionaire. He attended the Wharton School of Finance at the University of Pennsylvania. We didn't include the "lives on the coast" qualifier here since not many Americans view that as an essential marker of eliteness, but Trump does and long has.
Walz does make more than $100,000 a year; his salary as governor is about $150,000. But he's not rich by the standard above. Barron's put his net worth somewhere in the range of $362,000 to $830,000, the bulk of which was "a rental room in his home that he valued at between $250,000 and $500,000." An analysis by Axios determined that he owns no stock -- not to mention "no book deals or speaking fees or crypto or racehorse interests," if you can imagine such a thing. He attended public universities and lives in Minnesota.
If anything, Walz is an un-elite. But "elite" has always been about perceptions, not measures. So a billionaire New Yorker who objects to immigration is hailed as a down-to-earth reflection of the working class, while a guy from Scranton, Pa., who attended the University of Delaware and advocates addressing climate change is an unacceptable avatar of elite America.
We can expect Walz to be lumped in with the  "liberal elites" soon enough, perhaps by Trump's running mate, Yale University graduate and former Silicon Valley venture capitalist JD Vance. It's just how politics works.
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Does Trump have a campaign strategy? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers starts at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Submit your questions now.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-08-08
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Submit your question or comment below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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Harris's new strategy for Democrats: Good vibes
The best way to protect American democracy is to not mention it.
By Shadi Hamid, Aden Barton | 2024-08-08

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris outside the White House. (Evan Vucci/AP) 


What does Kamala Harris believe? It's hard to be sure. The vice president has been shedding her prior liberal policy commitments left and right and hasn't yet replaced them with anything coherent. As her campaign approaches the three-week mark, though, we can glean some insight into what she thinks a Democratic presidential nominee should care about. To do this, we analyzed the words and phrases that Harris has most often used in her campaign -- from stump speeches to campaign emails -- and compared them with President Joe Biden's language before he left the race.
The clearest message from the Harris camp so far: Biden was doing it wrong. The vice president is quietly but firmly replacing her boss' approach with an untested one that radically updates the way Democrats compete against former president Donald Trump.
The largest -- and smartest -- shift has to do with the subject of democracy, which was one of Biden's favorite issues. This past spring, one of his closest advisers said that the Capitol riot of Jan. 6, 2021, and Trump's threat to the republic would be the "overwhelming" focus of his reelection campaign. Biden's first few ads posted on YouTube mentioned democracy seven times, with multiple allusions to Jan. 6. Harris's ads on the platform have been silent on the issue, referencing neither democracy nor the storming of the Capitol. Her speeches have mentioned democracy four times. Biden brought it up 17 times in campaign speeches given before he dropped out; she hasn't spoken of Jan. 6 at all.
This is a good move on her part. As dangerous as Trump might be, he is not a mortal threat. There are few, if any, plausible scenarios in which he could transform the United States into an autocracy. If Trump wins a second term, American democracy might suffer, but it will not die. U.S. institutions are strong, resilient and capable of withstanding considerable pressure. Alarmism might rally the base, but it risks desensitizing voters, who have been hearing that democracy is under threat since 2016.
That said, Trump still poses a far greater danger to the republic than Harris does. A Trump presidency would likely exacerbate polarization, weaken checks and balances, and foment instability. These dangers are exactly why his opponents should campaign strategically. Losing the language of democracy aligns with this goal. Undecided voters rank democracy protection low on their list of priorities. Ironically, swing voters also trust Trump more on democracy than they trusted Biden, so playing up the issue probably only hurts Democrats.
Harris's strategy is different. First of all, she laughs on the campaign trail more than four times as often as Biden did, as measured by C-SPAN transcripts. Talking about serious issues doesn't require constant seriousness. Nor does it require overstating threats from the other side.
She has spoken more about abortion and border security, mentioning these issues more than twice as frequently as Biden did. This, too, is smart politics. The Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade has been an electoral boon for Democrats, and Harris has been the administration's unofficial messenger on abortion. The vice president's immigration focus is the boldest choice, because voters trust Republicans far more on the issue. But Harris is right to try to neutralize one of her -- and her party's -- biggest weaknesses.
Harris's campaign emails also emphasize the border and de-emphasize democracy. They mention Republicans being "weird" twice as much as they do the events of Jan. 6.
But the main distinction between the Biden and Harris campaigns lies in two F's: freedom and the future. Harris utters these words more than four times as often as Biden did. She is positioning herself simultaneously as the incumbent defending hard-won freedoms and the anti-incumbent promising to usher in a different future.
Both future and freedom are Rorschach terms onto which voters who are unsure about Harris can project their own hopes. The future is attractive precisely because it is undefined and unburdened by what has been. Same with Harris's open-ended notion of freedom, which she has defined as the ability "not just to get by, but to get ahead." Who could disagree with that?
Harris's choice of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz to join the ticket is fitting for a campaign in which vibes and vague pronouncements rule the day. Notwithstanding his progressive policy record, Walz rose to national prominence thanks to a viral clip of him calling Republicans "weird."
In less than a month, Harris has upended the prevailing Democratic dogma, which assumed that the importance of an issue -- as judged by party elites -- should dictate its share of campaign airtime. But voters can't be cudgeled into caring, and the Democratic Party is finally meeting the voters where they are. This means talking less about climate, more about the border. Less about democracy, more about reproductive rights.
This change is healthy for national discourse. No longer draped in apocalyptic overtones, the new Democratic campaign seems closer to normal. Taking democracy off the ballot has a calming effect on the political mood. Harris strengthens democracy by avoiding the subject -- and instead going for joy and optimism. After eight years of existential dread, it's a relief to let the country lighten up.
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Do the math. Recession risks add up.
This is a much different economy than a year ago. People can feel the change.
By Heather Long | 2024-08-08

A screen above the New York Stock Exchange trading floor shows the  Dow Jones industrial average's plunge on Monday. (Richard Drew/AP)


When I saw the stock market rout in recent days, I was relieved. The big dip did two things that were much needed: First, it took some craziness out of the market. The "magnificent seven" tech stocks needed a reality check on their valuations, and they got it. Second, the big dip pretty much guarantees the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates in September -- and probably a few more times this year. The risk of a recession is now clear for anyone to see.
Is the United States already in a recession? Virtually all the evidence says no. The economy is still growing at a robust pace and adding more than 100,000 jobs a month. Most importantly, businesses are still investing and families are still spending. While Americans are no longer splurging on new trucks, kitchen renovations and huge weddings, they continue to do mini-splurges, especially if they can get a good deal. The U.S. economy didn't fall off a cliff in the past week. What changed is investors went from thinking there was almost zero chance of a recession in the coming months to thinking there is a 25 percent likelihood. It's still small, but that risk had to be factored in.
What's really going on is the economy is slowing down to a walk after years of sprinting. It's hard to judge slowdown situations. Everyone is trying to figure out whether the economy is moderating to a normal walking pace, an Olympic speed-walking gait or something that looks a lot like a hobble. People can feel the deceleration. There aren't as many "we're hiring" signs around, and discounts are back everywhere from McDonald's to Saks Fifth Avenue.
This is a different economy from the one we had a year ago. In 2023, consumption (adjusted for inflation) was averaging 2.75 percent growth. So far this year, that's cooled to a 1.9 percent pace. That's just below the historical norm, but it feels weak after the post-pandemic boom. It's a similar story in the labor market. Unemployment is up (4.3 percent now versus 3.5 percent a year ago), and it's taking longer for people laid off to find jobs. While unemployment remains low by historical standards, it's noticeable that 1 million more people are out of work now than a year ago. Another factor to watch is the "diffusion index" that looks at what percentage of 250 industries are hiring. Last summer that index was hovering around 60 percent, indicating broad-based job growth. This July, it fell below 50 percent for the first time since spring 2020, a signal of how little hiring is occurring outside of health care and government.
On Wall Street and Main Street, there's an overriding sense of wait-and-see. This is why companies aren't hiring -- or firing -- much lately, and Americans are putting big purchases on hold. The reason the "R" word is back is because one of the nation's best recession indicators -- the Sahm Rule -- was triggered on Friday after the unemployment rate jumped to 4.3 percent. The rule says if the unemployment rate rises by more than half a point in a year, then a recession has begun. The reason it has worked historically is as more people get laid off, consumer spending slumps, which results in more layoffs. But it's possible this time is different. There were a lot of flukes in the July report. Hurricane Beryl caused a surge in "temporary layoffs" in July. There's a good chance the August jobs report will show a rebound. In economics, one month doesn't make a trend.
What happens next depends on the Federal Reserve. The Fed needs to do a big rate cut in September to reduce the benchmark interest rate to 5 percent, down from about 5.5 percent now. This is about more than bailing out Wall Street; it's about stabilizing -- and even reviving -- the economy. For the past two years, real estate and manufacturing have been basically frozen due to high interest rates. Some have dubbed this a "rolling recession" since some industries were hard-hit but the overall economy remained strong. The ideal now is a rolling upturn where home and car buying and refinancing pick up again, helping to buoy the economy. Lower rates will also offer relief to the many maxed-out credit card borrowers.
Comparing the past week to the 1987 stock market crash is overblown. But the slowdown -- and recession risk -- are real.
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Walz brings the vibes, but that's not all
On education and agriculture, this vice-presidential pick's experience runs deep.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at Wednesday's rally at Temple University in Philadelphia, where Vice President Kamala Harris introduced him as her running mate. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris chose Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) as her running mate for his avuncular nature, well-rounded resume, connection to the rural voters Democrats do not usually attract and obvious chemistry with the top of the ticket. (The campaign was ready with a biographical ad that stressed his small-town roots, basic values and bipartisanship.) Right out of the box, he showed her confidence was well placed.
The happy-warrior vibe carried over to the first joint rally in Philadelphia in front of a packed, wildly enthusiastic audience of the type not seen since the 2008 Barack Obama campaign. With pinpoint cadence and obvious affection, she introduced Walz, giving him perhaps the best campaign nickname one could imagine ("Coach") and painting a picture of someone rooted in the heartland who values public service. She wrapped up on a poignant note. "The promise of America is what makes it possible for two middle-class kids -- one, a daughter of Oakland, California, who was raised by a working mother; the other a son of the Nebraska plains who grew up working on a farm ... to make it all the way to the White House."
And, most important, she described the reach Walz gives the ticket: "My promise to you is this: Our campaign will reach out to everyone. From red states to blue states. From the heartland to the coasts. We are running a campaign on behalf of all Americans. ...   And if elected, we will govern on behalf of all Americans." It's that sentiment that may go a long way in improving Democrats' outreach in rural areas and in healing the rural/urban divide that has torn the country apart. (Jill Lawrence observes the balance in background and geography is about "addition, not subtraction. Coalitions, not circular firing squads. Finding and welcoming converts -- not uncovering and banishing heretics.")
Walz amplified Harris's joyful tone and exuberant delivery, landing several zingers. "Until recently, it was Republicans who were talking about freedom. It turns out that what they meant is that the government should be free to invade your doctor's office. ... In Minnesota, we mind our own damn business," he said to wild cheers. And his comic timing could hardly have been better. "Violent crime was up under Donald Trump. And that's not even counting the crimes he committed!" The crowd roared in approval.
While Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro had offered the prospect of carrying a key state, his unwillingness to play second fiddle was reportedly reason to go in a different direction. Seeing them both at the Philadelphia rally confirmed that Shapiro is a talented politician (he'd be better without the Obama imitation), but Walz is so good he convinces you he isn't a politician at all. That's a rare gift.
Democrats could hardly have expected a better rollout. But beyond his joyful energy, his effectiveness in reclaiming normalcy and middle American values, and his ability to defend against MAGA attacks on progressives (e.g., the sharpshooting former congressman does not sound like he wants to "take away your guns"), Walz offers some strong policy credentials on at least two issues.
The former social studies teacher can talk about education with authority. His gubernatorial website boasts: "Gov. Walz signed a $2.3 billion education budget into law -- the single-largest investment in public education in state history." In addition, he "provided Minnesota students free breakfast and lunch at school, created thousands of new pre-K seats, expanded access to mental health resources for students, and made significant investments to improve child literacy." (He also signed a $1,750 per-child annual tax credit to reduce childhood poverty.) Finally, he enacted free college tuition for those making less than $80,000. "The new state initiative would be a last-dollar scholarship program, meaning it would cover any tuition costs that are left over after state and federal grants and institutional scholarships have been applied," the Star-Tribune reported.
That's quite a contrast with the Project 2025 plan and the rest of the MAGA education agenda, which includes eliminating the Education Department, abolishing Head Start, ending student debt relief and privatizing student loans. Separately, Trump has vowed to micromanage how teachers talk about American history, ban the use of chosen pronouns and cut off money to schools that mandate vaccinations (as most public schools do). "The teacher vs. the ideologically driven extremists" framing will be a boon to the Democratic ticket.
Likewise, Walz knows a thing or two about agriculture. While in Congress, he championed rural issues critical to his state. "He sponsored legislation during his last term in the 115th Congress to expand veterans' access to farm programs, and some provisions were incorporated into the 2018 farm bill," Roll Call reported. "Those provisions expanded access to farm education and training and all USDA agriculture programs to individuals who obtained veteran status within the last decade."In addition, it extended crop insurance benefits for veterans.
His record on agriculture as governor is impressive as well, as Roll Call notes:
Again, the contrast with the GOP plan is stark. The MAGA agenda includes items such as: "An end to federal environmental enforcement for farms. Work requirements for food aid. Fewer school meals for children. And the demolition of the network of farm subsidies that have backstopped Big Ag since the New Deal," the Hill reported.
While pandering to climate change deniers, the MAGA plan for agriculture and land use could lead to environmental disaster. ("For example, to address destructive wildfire, the plan seeks to ban the use of prescribed burns to reduce the amount of fire-prone vegetation in forests -- something Republican lawmakers have also pushed for," the Hill explains. "Instead, Project 2025 would fight wildfires with increased logging -- a strategy that many ecologists argue makes fires worse.")
Some MAGA ideas are radical and nonsensical, such as eliminating the Conservation Reserve Program, designed to help slow the loss of topsoil, which could be fatal to farmers. Once again, the matchup with Walz pits someone who knows and works with farmers against an ideological vendetta against government, regardless of the consequences.
Walz has shown himself so far to be a consummate campaigner. But perhaps more critical for his vice-presidential debate (if there is one) and a Harris-Walz administration, he brings authentic life experience that will give Democrats credibility on critical issues that affect voters wherever they live.
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When markets get scary, crypto proves its worthlessness
The recent market meltdown found cryptocurrencies doing the opposite of what they were supposed to do.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-08-08

Coin renderings of cryptocurrencies bitcoin, dash, ethereum, ripple and litecoin. (Florence Lo/Reuters)


From practically the time bitcoin launched in early 2009, I have been wondering what the heck it is good for.
In the beginning, there were two basic theories: One said this first cryptocurrency was a refuge from government, and the other -- possibly the one embraced by bitcoin's creator -- said it was an alternative to the corruption, instability and self-dealing in a financial system that had just finished wrecking itself, and everyone else along with it.
Alas, neither of these theories has panned out. Indeed, as in Monday's market meltdown, cryptocurrencies have often done the opposite of what they were supposed to do.
Though bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies might be useful in places such as Venezuela, where monetary policy is so awful that anything -- including a can of mackerel -- is an improvement over the local currency, it isn't a good substitute for money anywhere that has a reasonably well run central bank. Its architecture is too cumbersome; transactions take minutes, even hours, to be processed through the blockchain. You can ameliorate this problem by using a third-party processor, like an exchange, but at this point you've started to re-create the financial system you hoped to replace, except without the protections against theft and abuse that have developed over centuries.
Rather than a currency or a substitute for the banking system, bitcoin evolved into its own volatile asset class, whose value has ranged, within just the past year, from about $25,000 to about $70,000. The crypto ecosystem that grew up around bitcoin and all the other cryptocurrencies appears to be less reliable and stable, and more corrupt, than the established banking system. The best thing that can be said about it is that it doesn't matter much.
The volatility is also a problem for the people who viewed crypto as a haven from government depredation.
Many of them, of course, just wanted a way to avoid the prying eyes of the taxman, or the Drug Enforcement Administration -- but found, to their dismay, that crypto was not as anonymous as initially assumed. If investigators can link you to your bitcoin wallet, then bitcoin's decentralized ledger will provide them with a complete and quite indictable record of all of your transactions.
But other crypto enthusiasts were worried that the government would steal from them, by inflating away the value of their hard-earned savings. They hoped that crypto, with its algorithmically controlled supply, would supplant inflationary fiat currencies, or at least become a kind of digital gold, a haven from not just inflation but all other kinds of global instability.
As I said, it might serve that purpose in countries such as Venezuela, where the government has taken a wrecking ball to the economy and the currency. But elsewhere ... well, in the spring of 2020, when the world was looking for safe assets and gold was soaring, bitcoin was flat.
True, it eventually began climbing, but it's hard to say it became a counterweight to the pandemic's economic gyrations. Though it might be tempting to attribute this rise to inflation, bitcoin's price peaked in November 2021, then fell almost 50 percent while inflation was still climbing. Around the start of 2023, it bottomed out when inflation was beginning to wane. And as inflation fell, it quadrupled in value.
Then came Monday. As if to put the final nail in the coffin, as if to bury once and for all any hopes of using cryptocurrencies as "digital gold," bitcoin dropped by 15 percent. This is not how a hedge against inflation or disaster acts. As Bloomberg News's Joe Weisenthal put it, it behaved more like "3 tech stocks in a trenchcoat." If that's what you want, why not just buy the tech stocks?
What, then, is crypto good for? Possibly it can help people evade currency controls that prevent them from moving their wealth out of the country -- though this will work only as long as people in places such as the United States and Europe remain willing to trade valuable local currency, or goods and services, in exchange for crypto. Certainly, it seems to be useful for collecting ransomware payouts.
But beyond this, it seems less like digital gold than a digital slot machine. I can't shake the feeling that most people use it not because it's a good substitute for anything they need, but because it's fun to watch the reels spin without knowing whether they'll pay off. In other words, bitcoin's not good for much of anything except giving people who have money to burn a novel way to set it on fire.
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Chuck Schumer's plan to create a constitutional crisis
The Senate majority leader is proposing a radical plan to hamstring the Supreme Court. 
By Jason Willick | 2024-08-08

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) during a news conference on Capitol Hill on Aug. 1. (Kent Nishimura/Getty Images) 


President Joe Biden's tirade against the Supreme Court last week was unbecoming of a president who claims to aspire to unifying statesmanship, but not genuinely threatening an independent judiciary in the United States. Besides, the lame-duck president offered no details to accompany his vague proposals, just antipathy toward the current court.
But three days after Biden's push, Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) released legislation that shows Democrats are thinking quite seriously and ruthlessly about how to vitiate the Supreme Court's role as a meaningful actor in the constitutional order. "We have a very strong argument that Congress by statute can undo what the Supreme Court does," said Schumer of his No Kings Act -- which focuses on presidential immunity but offers a road map for turning the judiciary into the plaything of the legislature on any matter of constitutional controversy.
The legislation claims to overturn the Supreme Court's decision in Trump v. United States (and then some) by declaring that a court overseeing the criminal prosecution of a president "may not consider" whether the charged conduct was within the president's "conclusive or preclusive constitutional authority." So: The Justice Department would have an explicit go-ahead to bring indictments for presidential acts such as ordering military strikes overseas or reallocating funds by executive order, so long as prosecutors can find a criminal law broad enough to plausibly apply. Charged ex-presidents could not even raise their constitutional prerogatives as a defense.
That would be unconstitutional and absurd -- as Biden Justice Department lawyers, who took a more moderate approach, recognized when they argued Trump v. United States. But it isn't even the most radical part of Schumer's legislation. The bill also would strip the Supreme Court of authority to decide whether it complies with the Constitution: "The Supreme Court of the United States shall have no appellate jurisdiction to declare any provision of this Act (including this section) unconstitutional or to bar or restrain the enforcement or application of any provision of this Act (including this section) on the ground of its unconstitutionality."
Instead, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit (presumably chosen because it has a greater share of judges appointed by Democratic presidents than the Supreme Court) would have final say, and even that court could not rule against the legislation absent "clear and convincing evidence" that it is unconstitutional. In other words, a favored appellate court would become the Supreme Court for the purposes of this bill, with direction from Democrats to not look too closely at the constitutional particulars.
Schumer is threatening a breathtaking power grab. Yes, the Constitution authorizes Congress to make "exceptions" to judicial review, and there is an academic debate about the scope of that authority. You don't need to familiarize yourself with it to see that this is not a plausible use of that or any constitutional provision.
The Constitution vests "the judicial power of the United States ... in one supreme Court." Schumer's legislation would order lower courts to ignore a specific constitutional holding of the Supreme Court. It proposes to bar the Supreme Court from hearing certain criminal appeals brought by any president convicted of a crime. This isn't an effort to regulate the court's jurisdiction for reasons of efficiency or some limited policy aim; it's a direct attack on justices' ability to referee critical conflicts between the executive and legislative branches.
If Congress can do all this, it can, in effect, destroy "the judicial power" that the Constitution created. Congressional majorities could pass any number of laws infringing on due process, free speech or other constitutional rights and prevent those targeted from seeking meaningful relief in court. The whole constitutional plan of dividing power -- which presumes a judiciary as an independent check on the other two branches -- would be fundamentally sabotaged.
There certainly exist principled, revolutionary arguments against judicial review, and indeed against the Constitution itself. But the fact that such radical legislation can be introduced by the Senate's majority leader (and be co-sponsored by supposed moderates such as Delaware's Chris Coons) ought to put to bed the notion that Democrats are the party of norms, institutions or the constitutional order as it has existed for at least a century.
We are witnessing a case study in tit-for-tat constitutional escalation. President Donald Trump's effort to have his 2020 election loss overturned in Congress was radical and unprecedented. That led the Biden administration to bring a sprawling election-season prosecution against Trump, who was then Biden's opponent. That flawed and rushed case prompted the Supreme Court to issue a sweeping immunity opinion last month intended to create guardrails for presidential prosecutions.
In response, some Democrats are apparently willing to risk a constitutional crisis to confront the Supreme Court. If they win the White House and both chambers of Congress in November, they could have that chance. There are no leaders on the horizon who seem equipped to wind down this escalation. But those political elites who claim to support Democrats for "rule of law" reasons ought to at least consider what it means if their preferred party passes legislation ending judicial independence as we know it -- and the kinds of partisan escalation that could come next.
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Tim Walz won the veepstakes because first he won the internet 
The Minnesota governor didn't scream viral social media star -- then he unleashed five letters. 
By Molly Roberts | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz made his first appearance as the Democratic vice-presidential nominee on Tuesday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Tim Walz's resume does not exactly scream viral internet star: 60 years old, White, Midwestern, former high school coach and teacher infused with what fans have dubbed "Big Dad Energy." Yet, somehow, that's exactly what the Minnesota governor became over the course of last month's abbreviated veepstakes -- and his popularity helped him clinch his selection.
Usually, whether they intend to or not, vice-presidential candidates often audition for the role by spending months running in their party's primary as presidential candidates. By the time a presidential nominee is ready to pick her No. 2, she's got a trove of data to consider: She knows how they do on the stump, on the debate stage, in town halls, in interviews. She can look at votes to assess which voters connected with which hopeful. And she can see how well they raised money, and from whom.
That didn't happen this time around, for obvious reasons. Instead, a gaggle of men considered viable contenders -- Josh Shapiro, Mark Kelly, Andy Beshear, Pete Buttigieg -- had just weeks to prove their worth in a totally different fashion, and fast. While "getting their name out there" was obviously part of the game, they also needed to show they had the chops to serve as her running mate -- by both making her case and playing the bad cop to her good cop in attacking Donald Trump and Republicans.
The gang stormed the media, going on TV, on podcasts and sitting for interviews with reporters. They were good at it. Meanwhile, their allies talked up their polls, old and new, and their records with various voting blocs. They all had a case.
Yet Walz managed to do what no one else could. He condensed a grade-A message for his team into far less than 280 characters, in fact, into a mere five: w-e-i-r-d. "These guys are just weird. ... They're running for He-Man Woman Haters' Club or something," the governor said during an immensely popular MSNBC appearance.
The tactic works on TV sure, and it works on the stump. But, crucially, it also works on the web in a more meaningful manner than his competitors' best moments could: simple, a little silly and viscerally appealing to voters' guts rather than only their minds. "Weird" was a trend in which people could participate rather than only appreciate. It wasn't just a line. It was a meme in waiting.
Walz's message came off especially well applied to JD Vance. See a clip of the GOP vice-presidential nominee randomly declaring that he drank a Diet Mountain Dew before nervously laughing and telling a not especially enthusiastic audience, "I love you guys"? Smash that reply button and type in, "weird." Or dig up, as netizens happily did, some of Vance's more questionable Twitter searches (keywords: "woman" and "dolphin"). Definitely weird. The collective riff was so enticing that other candidates were getting in on it, too: The flag-hugging mentioned by Shapiro, for instance, was weird. Buttigieg used the word multiple times in later appearances. Vice President Kamala Harris used it as well.
Additionally, compare Walz's strength on social media with that of his one-time rivals. Take Buttigieg, the transportation secretary, whose smackdown of Vance on HBO's "Real Time with Bill Maher" -- where he ventured that it's "not that complicated" why Silicon Valley elites were suddenly in love with the GOP, went viral in its own right. Shot: "These are very rich men who have decided to back the Republican Party that tends to do good things for very rich men." Chaser: "And by the way, that's kind of what you're getting with JD, right?"
Buttigieg charms on all platforms. An elder millennial with early experience in the game, he knows how to sell himself and his team on TV, radio, podcasts and, yes, the internet. But a sexagenarian from Minnesota beat him out anyway. That's how skilled Walz is.
Or consider Shapiro, the Pennsylvania governor. His savvy speechwriting, rhythmic oratory and, maybe, dog named "Bo" led lookers-on to nickname the Jewish Shapiro "Baruch Obama." His go-to bit on what real liberty looks like got even lefty party supporters skeptical of his stance on Israel-Gaza to acknowledge that he has a certain something -- by quote-tweeting and retweeting with grudging admiration. "While he's hugging the flag, you know what he's doing?" Shapiro asked, regarding Trump. "He's stripping away our freedoms."
And then there's the flip side: Measure Walz against Sen. Mark Kelly (Ariz.) and Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, each of whom proved unable to generate a sufficiently shareable video clip to gain any momentum as potential running mates. The internet at peak performance allows a community to tell a joke or craft a narrative together. That's what Walz has brought into being.
Another thing the internet loves? Authenticity, which beams out from Walz, the dog-loving dad, like a beacon. Of course he's performing when he goes on "Morning Joe" to declare himself the real rural American to Vance's pampered pretender. But it doesn't seem like he's performing when he attends the Minnesota state fair with his daughter, the two shrieking in shared glee on a terrifying-looking ride. Or when he's belly-laughing as schoolchildren hug him while he signs a bill providing them free lunches. The whole thing felt like the best things on the web do, and like politics rarely does: pure.
Admittedly, success among the extremely online might not be the optimal metric by which to assemble a winning national ticket. But in a neck-and-neck election, it doesn't hurt to have a guy on the ballot so genuine he's managed to enchant a notoriously cynical crowd -- and who might be his generation's greatest meme-maker to boot.
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Walz's decades of China experience are an asset, not a liability
The vice-presidential candidate has stood up for the Chinese people against Beijing's abuses.
By Josh Rogin | 2024-08-08

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz appears at a campaign event Tuesday in Philadelphia after being named Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate. (Matt Rourke/AP)


As the tanks rolled into Beijing's Tiananmen Square to crush the student protests on June 4, 1989, a 25-year-old American named Tim Walz was in Hong Kong, preparing to travel to mainland China for a teaching job. Many Hong Kongers were angry about the crackdown and urged him and the other foreign teachers not to go, he later recalled. But Walz went anyway.
"As the events were unfolding, several of us went in," Walz said at a 2014 congressional hearing commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Tiananmen massacre, where hundreds (perhaps thousands) of people were killed by Chinese military forces. "It was my belief at that time that the diplomacy was going to happen on many levels, certainly people to people, and the opportunity to be in a Chinese high school at that critical time seemed to me to be really important. It was a very interesting summer, to say the least."
Walz's teaching experience formed the beginning of his 35-year relationship with China and its people. If elected vice president, Walz would be the highest-level U.S. official to have lived in China since George H.W. Bush, who had served as de facto U.S. ambassador there. Over that time, Walz's views on the Chinese government evolved as the government itself came under the more totalitarian, aggressive and repressive regime of President Xi Jinping.
As Walz grew more skeptical of the Chinese leadership, he still worked to engage with the Chinese people. In Congress, he was heavily involved in issues relating to China, especially human rights. He staked out a nuanced position, often saying he is neither a "dragon slayer" nor a "panda hugger."
Since Walz's selection, his critics have rejected such nuance. On Tuesday, conservative commentators criticized Walz for teaching a "CCP-approved course in China" (he taught English at a high school in Guangdong province) and for getting married on the fifth anniversary of the Tiananmen Square massacre and visiting China on his honeymoon. Walz marked the day as one to remember, not to praise the government but to commemorate the protesters, he explained at a 2009 hearing marking the 20th anniversary of the massacre.
"To watch what happened at the end of the day on June 4 was something that many of us will never forget, we pledge to never forget, and bearing witness and accurate telling of history is absolutely crucial for any nation to move forward," he said.
The MAGA War Room posted a video Tuesday of Walz saying he had been to China more than 30 times and that he doesn't agree China "necessarily needs to be an adversarial relationship." The educational program he and his wife ran for U.S. students to visit China and his interactions with China as Minnesota governor are receiving new scrutiny. While it's true Walz was a proponent of the notion that engaging China economically would lead to political liberalization there, he has since acknowledged that belief was naive. And attempts to paint him as weak on China ignore his record of standing up to Beijing.
Walz joined the Congressional-Executive Commission on China (CECC), which is focused on human rights, in 2007. He has a graduate degree in genocide studies and in 2009 was early to criticize Beijing for what he called a "culturacide" (cultural genocide) in Tibet and Xinjiang, both places he had visited. In 2015, Walz accompanied then-House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) on a visit to Tibet, criticizing the oppression there upon their return. Walz has met with the Dalai Lama multiple times and has advocated for Tibetan political prisoners.
Walz was a strong supporter of the Hong Kong democracy movement and co-sponsored the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act in 2017. He formed close relationships with many student leaders, such as Joshua Wong, who is now in prison. "Walz is perhaps the most solid candidate when it comes to human rights and China on a major-party ticket in recent memory -- if not ever," Hong Kong activist Jeffrey Ngo wrote on X this week.
Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), who served on the CECC with Walz, told me his selection as the Democrats' vice-presidential nominee "is an affirming signal that a Harris-Walz administration would continue to make human rights a key part of the United States' relationship with China."
That remains to be seen. But compare Walz's record with that of former president Donald Trump, who called the Hong Kong protests "riots" and told Xi that putting Uyghur Muslims in reeducation camps was the right thing to do. To be sure, there were many officials in the Trump administration who cared about human rights in China, but Trump did not seem to be one of them.
Walz's theory on the China challenge is that the United States can advocate for human rights in China while still engaging with the Chinese people and China's economy. This should not be a controversial stance. The real question is how Walz would adapt that thinking if he entered the White House, where national security concerns often take precedence.
"Now, he will have to think about China as the United States' global rival that is actively undermining U.S. interests and values Walz cares about," Peter Mattis, president of the Jamestown Foundation, told me.
The attacks on Walz over his ties to China are surely just beginning. But his experience, knowledge and commitment to the U.S.-China relationship should be seen an asset, not a liability, for both his campaign and the country.
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We can't outsprint cheetahs, but we can beat them in a marathon
Human ability in long-distance running belies the myth of our physical weakness.
By David Egan | 2024-08-08

While a cheetah could outrun humans in short sprints, marathoner Eliud Kipchoge ran a marathoner under two hours -- something no other animal could do. (Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post; photograph of Eliud Kipchoge by Luciano Lima/Getty Images) 


David Egan is a philosopher currently working on a book about human-animal relations.
What if goats had a say about who's considered the GOAT?
Shortly before the start of the Paris Olympics, ESPN released its list of the 100 greatest athletes of the 21st century so far. Unlike their list of the greatest athletes of the 20th century, which included the racehorse Secretariat, all the athletes on this list are human. Both lists have this much in common, though: Everyone involved in the selection process was human.
If the rest of the animal kingdom had a vote, the list would probably look different. Marlins and swordfish would be unimpressed with Michael Phelps, who topped the ESPN poll. And a cheetah could literally kill Usain Bolt in a sprint.
My guess is that the animals would choose a human athlete who doesn't even make ESPN's top 100. Someone like Kenyan marathoner Eliud Kipchoge. Why? Because despite their amazing physical prowess, almost no animal can run 26.2 miles in under two hours. Kipchoge has come close -- once breaking the two-hour barrier in a marathon (which doesn't qualify as a world record for technical reasons).
Human beings can't swim like swordfish or sprint like cheetahs but, for all that, we're physically very impressive animals. There's a persistent tendency to suppose that we're not. It's an idea with a long history that's more dangerous than you might suppose.
When people talk about what makes human beings special, the conversation almost always turns to our big brains and the technologies they've enabled us to fashion. The human brain is a remarkable organ, but the story of human distinctiveness neither begins nor ends there. Humans may not have claws or armor plating, but we're exceptionally tough and versatile. The biologist Julian Huxley once remarked that humans are the only creatures that can walk 20 miles, run two miles, swim a river and then climb a tree. Humans have managed to survive and thrive in almost every environment on Earth.
Yet for all our physical toughness, people consistently undersell the human body. Plato describes humans as coming into the world "naked, unshod, unbedded, and unarmed," needing the gifts of fire and practical wisdom to compensate. The German philosopher Johann Gottfried von Herder describes the unique vulnerability with which human beings come into the world: "naked and bare, weak and needy, timid and unarmed." But when you think about it, the myth of human physical weakness doesn't make a lot of sense.
If we really were as weak and vulnerable as Plato and the others let on, natural selection would have taken care of us long before we invented clothing, weapons or food delivery apps. It might be unfair to throw the Darwinian book at thinkers from the 18th century or earlier, but this idea that humans can't compete with other animals on physical terms persists to this day. In his 2011 bestseller "Sapiens," the historian Yuval Noah Harari describes prehistoric humans as "weak and marginal creatures."
The other animals wouldn't recognize the creature these thinkers are describing. Consider the human knack for distance running, which is one of our most outstanding talents. Many four-legged animals can outsprint us, but our bipedal posture conserves energy over the long haul. Few other animals sweat like we do -- horses, one of our few rivals in long-distance running, are one species that does -- which keeps the body from overheating during long exertions.
Historically, and in some human communities to this day, our long-distance stamina has made us fearsome persistence hunters. Hunters using this method chase down swifter-footed prey relentlessly until they collapse from exhaustion. Those animals might describe humans with the same wide-eyed terror with which Michael Biehn's character describes Arnold Schwarzenegger's Terminator: "It absolutely will not stop -- ever -- until you are dead."
Why do people keep insisting on human physical weakness? The truth is that it's false modesty. We're weak, the story goes, but we compensate for that weakness with our intelligence and tools. As natural beings we're inadequate, but that's because we stand somewhat above and apart from the natural world.
It's a sneakily self-aggrandizing myth and one that supports an ideology that has been ecologically devastating. The idea that we stand apart from the rest of nature alienates us from it and eases the way to exploiting it. The myth of human weakness was a bad idea to begin with, but it's especially bad at a time of ecological crisis.
So if you feel inclined to celebrate human greatness, tune in to the Olympic marathons on Saturday (men's) and Sunday (women's). Might Kipchoge make history as the first marathoner to win three consecutive Olympic gold medals? It's an achievement that would stand out even in a multispecies Olympics. Better yet, if you're able, step outside and go for a run yourself. In doing so, you'll celebrate one activity in which humans reign supreme.
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Tim Walz is 'too liberal,' a 'safe choice' and young voters' best hope
Readers chime in on Gov. Tim Walz after Vice President Kamala Harris chooses him as her running mate.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-08-07

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) applauds during a Harris campaign event in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Aug. 7 editorial, "Ms. Harris chose left. Now she needs to look center." expresses concerns that the Harris-Walz ticket might be too liberal. First, define "liberal." Food for hungry children is liberal? Sign me up. Giving women control over their own bodies is liberal? Sign me up. A child tax credit that brings several million children out of poverty is liberal? Sign me up.
Juxtapose that too-liberal platform with the too-conservative MAGA platform. Just look at Project 2025. Which of these two platforms is in keeping with Thomas Jefferson's "inalienable rights," Abraham Lincoln's "better angels" and Lady Liberty's welcoming inscription to the "huddled masses"?
Perhaps we could tax corporations and billionaires at the same rate we tax schoolteachers to pay for feeding our schoolchildren. Former president Donald Trump wants to take us back to the Gilded Age. His running mate, Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), wants to take us back to the 1950s with June Cleaver. I will take Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz's version of the "city on a hill" any day of the week.
Tom Marberger, Asheville, N.C.
Regarding the Aug. 7 front-page article "With Walz pick, Democrats' ticket is set":
Vice President Kamala Harris's selection of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate was a safe choice, but not a bold one. The article seemed to rationalize her selection and omitted an analysis of what was lost by not selecting one of the other rising stars. Tim Walz is a Midwestern version of Ms. Harris. His beliefs will unify the more liberal parts of the party while steering clear of some of the hot-button issues that other candidates might have brought to the race, such as Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro's unwavering support for Israel. Mr. Walz's folksy Midwestern style combined with his skills as a hunter won't change his fundamental beliefs. However, the election will not be won by appealing to the liberal Democrats or even the centrist Democrats who are already going to vote for Ms. Harris. She needs to court the swing voters -- many of whom struggle with voting for a liberal California candidate.
Mr. Shapiro would have brought a diversity of thought to the ticket in his more centrist approach. He hasn't been afraid to compromise with Republicans to get things done. Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona would have given Ms. Harris's campaign significant credibility on one of the salient issues on people's minds -- illegal immigration.
I wonder whether there was wisdom in choosing a candidate whose beliefs closely mirror hers. Let's not forget that diversity also means a diversity of thought and policy.
Steven Lutzer, Los Angeles
Vice President Kamala Harris's selection of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is an affirmation to the many Americans distraught and heartbroken by the current administration's approach to the Israel-Gaza war. These Americans include millions of American Jews like me -- a proud grandson of Holocaust survivor Joel Darmstadter.
Mr. Walz's and Ms. Harris's uniquely empathetic approach to both Palestinians in Gaza and the "uncommitted" movement by student protesters is a refreshing, necessary change of pace. In particular, Ms. Harris's proclamation that "I will not be silent" toward those suffering in Gaza and Mr. Walz's plea to listen to those protesting an "intolerable" situation are an outlook desperately needed for a crisis that, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, has killed about 40,000 people -- a majority women and children -- many of them with American bombs.
This contrasts with the Republicans, who, unsurprisingly, yet also truly upsettingly, accuse Democrats of antisemitism. Former president Donald Trump said, "If you're Jewish and you vote for a Democrat, you are a fool."
Consider me proud to be labeled a fool for standing with a presidential ticket that prioritizes the millions of Gazans seeking to live safely and protect the ones they love.
Ari Neugeboren, Washington
Sen. JD Vance's comment that Vice President Kamala Harris bowed to her party's left wing when choosing Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is laughable. He suggested she chose Mr. Walz over Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro supposedly because of antisemitism. Overlooking the fact that Ms. Harris's husband is Jewish, Mr. Vance's comment shows that his recall of personal history is very selective.
To whom did he bow when agreeing to be Donald Trump's running mate? Playing a supporting role to the man he once speculated could be "America's Hitler" doesn't make him or the GOP pro-Jewish. Serving a man he formerly considered "reprehensible" and a "moral disaster" shows that he bowed to the GOP's hard right. It wasn't a Democratic president who declared protesters in Charlottesville who chanted "Jews will not replace us" to be "very fine people." Like Mr. Trump, Mr. Vance is simply a mendacious individual who plays to his party's inattentive, exclusionary base.
Stewart Speck, Ardmore, Pa.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz is without a doubt the best thing that could have happened to Democrats as they seek the support of young people like me.
For years, Mr. Walz has championed the progressive causes that drive us to the polls: workers' rights, access to abortion and affordable education, among others. He fights the big fights and delivers results -- if the 2022 midterm elections taught us anything, it's that young people appreciate that kind of spirit and conviction in their politicians.
Yet, for all his legislative victories, Mr. Walz's greatest appeal to my generation is his relatability. His use of social media to showcase moments with his children demonstrates a sense of authenticity that far too many politicians lack. Last month, his candidness in an MSNBC interview sparked the Democratic strategy of labeling Donald Trump, JD Vance and their Republican allies as "weird" -- which has, to say the least, been quite effective.
My generation needs a ticket committed to fighting for our rights. For our freedom. For our future. In Mr. Walz, we finally have that.
Ravin Bhatia, Brookline, Mass.
Regarding the July 31 article "More than 350 prominent advocates of climate endorse Harris's candidacy.":
Many youths feel as if their votes do not matter, causing some of the lowest voter turnout rates out of all the age groups. With Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz composing the Democratic ticket, I sincerely hope younger constituents feel excited to express their opinions.
Some of the most pressing issues to young voters, including climate change, would be addressed by Ms. Harris as shown by her past record. These discussions are often pushed to the back burner, but they might affect future generations the most.
As a young climate advocate myself, I may not be able to cast a vote, but I can still raise my voice and encourage others to vote for someone who prioritizes the environment and the well-being of future generations. I implore anyone reading to please vote; it does make a difference.
Anagha Iyer, Miramar, Fla.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz brought my vote to the Harris-Walz ticket. Of course, he looks older than his 60 years (just as I look so much older than my 81 years); both of us taught high school and were assigned cafeteria duty -- he for 20 years and me for 34. He said managing a high school cafeteria trained him for "the craziness that can overtake Washington, D.C." but that, in the process, he lost his "full head of hair." I, too, learned to cope with life in Washington, but I now have to wear hearing aids to understand anything below fully amplified speech. So, on behalf of former teachers everywhere, how can I not vote for this man who knows about life in the educational trenches, who personifies "Minnesota nice," and who has governed my home state with grace, integrity and commitment? Thank you, Kamala Harris, for choosing this gem!
Kathy A. Megyeri, Washington
Regarding the Aug. 7 online article "'Bringing back the joy': Walz's first day keeps Democrats' buzz going":
Despite my enormous enthusiasm over the selection of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, I have serious reservations about "the politics of joy" as a central campaign theme.
In 1968 -- a year with eerie similarities to 2024 -- Hubert Humphrey, also a Minnesotan, proclaimed that his campaign was based on "the politics of joy." Robert F. Kennedy, for whom I worked, reacted with disdain over the disconnect between that theme and the critical issues then affecting the nation: poverty, war, hatred, extremism and violence. RFK thought that Humphrey's losing theme minimized the deep divisions that plagued the United States then, as they do now. It is one thing for the Harris-Walz ticket to inject some much-needed fun into the campaign, and to offer a much more uplifting alternative to the Trumpian vision of doom and gloom. It is quite something else, however, to run the risk of embracing a theme that might confirm the populist charge that the Democratic Party's leadership is out of touch with the severe concerns of working-class voters, who are the key to winning in November.
As a lifelong Democrat, I respectfully urge the Harris-Walz campaign to ditch "the politics of joy" theme in favor of a more somber approach.
William J. Arnone, New York City
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Walz is Harris's first unforced error -- and an opportunity for Trump
By picking a fellow leftist, Harris has a running mate who appeals to her base but not swing voters.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-08-07

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz appears at a campaign event Tuesday in Philadelphia after being named Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In choosing Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris made her first unforced error as the Democratic nominee, giving Donald Trump a huge opening with swing voters. The question is: Will he seize it?
Harris is the most radically left-wing presidential nominee in modern times, so many expected her to try to balance her ticket by choosing a centrist like Pennsylvania's Josh Shapiro -- a popular governor with 61 percent approval in a must-win swing state. If she had done so, she could have put Trump on his heels in the Keystone State and sent a message to the country that she would govern from the center, not the far left.
Instead, she doubled down by choosing a fellow leftist from a deep-blue state. You could hear Republicans exhale in relief. On the economy, she picked a running mate who declared last week (on a video call for something called "White Dudes for Harris") that "one person's socialism is another person's neighborliness." On the border, she chose a running mate who signed legislation giving illegal immigrants taxpayer-funded health care, driver's licenses and free college tuition. On crime, she chose a running mate on whose watch violent crime in Minnesota increased for three straight years. On education, she went with a running mate who oversaw student reading and math scores on national tests plummet to their lowest in more than 20 years, even as spending on schools soared.
When CNN's Jake Tapper asked the Minnesota governor how he responded to charges that he was a "big-government liberal," Walz replied that he is "more than happy to take the label." His record is so far left, it won the early endorsement of Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who lobbied Harris to pick Walz over more moderate candidates.
In doing as Sanders urged, Harris made the same mistake Trump did in picking Ohio Sen. JD Vance: choosing a running mate who appeals almost exclusively to the base rather than to skeptical swing voters in key battleground states who will decide the election.
The difference is that most Americans are more comfortable with the MAGA agenda than they are with the democratic socialism of the Harris-Walz ticket. A new Harvard CAPS-Harris poll finds that a majority of voters support all the key elements of the GOP platform, and a 54 percent majority approve of the job Trump did as president -- including majorities of every age and almost every demographic group.
The poll also shows that most voters believe Harris supports left-wing policies they disagree with, such as open borders and electric vehicle mandates -- an impression she has now underscored with her vice-presidential pick. By selecting Walz, Harris has clearly signaled that she cares more about placating her restive left-wing base than about appealing to swing voters by moving to the center.
That creates an opportunity for Trump. He can tell those swing voters: Democrats have now fielded the most left-wing presidential ticket in modern history. You may not love me or my behavior, but you love the job I did as president. The choice in this election is clear: Do you want socialism or common sense?
That is a winning message. But to take advantage of this opportunity, Trump needs to spend all his time hammering it home rather than focusing on energizing his base. In the wake of Trump's attempted assassination, MAGA voters will walk over molten lava to cast their ballots for him. There is no need for him to pour fuel on that already-raging fire.
Rather, he needs to spend the next three months appealing to the swing voters in a handful of critical states who will decide this election -- voters who don't like Harris but are unsure about putting him back in the Oval Office. His every word, action and decision between now and Election Day should be focused on assuaging their concerns about him while raising their concerns about a Harris-Walz administration.
That means he needs to stop questioning Harris's race and ethnicity and focus on questioning her judgment and ideology. He needs to contrast her record with his and present himself as the candidate who can return our country to safety, prosperity and normalcy. And to do that, he needs to stop doing things that undermine that message -- such as getting into fights with fellow Republicans, as he did at a recent campaign rally in Georgia, where he attacked the state's popular GOP governor, Brian Kemp, whose get-out-the-vote operation he needs if he's going to win the presidency.
Can Trump do this? For months, he showed incredible discipline and even magnanimity -- endorsing "Never Trump" GOP Senate candidates such as former Maryland governor Larry Hogan while staying out of the spotlight as Democrats writhed in the agony of pushing President Joe Biden out of the race. But since Biden dropped out, Trump has started to go off the rails again. If he does not correct course soon, he will blow one of the most winnable presidential elections in history.
With her selection of Walz, Harris has given Trump an opening. The fundamentals of the election are still in his favor. Harris faces a huge challenge to win the presidency. But Trump can easily lose it.
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Give up your smartphone. You'll have one amazing week before caving.
Plus: Tim Walz and Midwestern sensibilities. A key state to watch in November.
By Drew Goins | 2024-08-07
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post) 


A two-sentence horror story: "When he went to the restroom, there wasn't a screen to occupy me. There was only me."
It's enough of a fright to send many a millennial diving for their iPhone. But Molly Roberts, who authored those hair-raising words for her essay about trading her smartphone for a dumb one, didn't feel afraid. She felt free. If you ditch the digital clutter in your pocket, after an adjustment period, life starts looking pretty rosy.
"I read books without stopping to check my notifications -- and settled into the stories the way I did as a child," Molly writes of her week or so without a modern phone. "I walked through Central Park on a trip to New York and, podcastless, heard the buskers and the birds and the seniors and the summer interns all at once." And at that dinner with her dad, she simply sat quietly with her thoughts until he returned.
So the story isn't scary, after all. But here's where it turns into a tragedy.
Molly quickly realized her bliss could never last. At the heart of our uber-reliance on smartphones is a big old collective action problem: As long as pretty much every other person is using a smartphone, you inconvenience their lives if you're not using one, too. Had Molly's partner not gamely taken over the in-app scheduling of playgroups for their poodle, Pasha would have been up a creek, as well.
"Perhaps it's no wonder that those who spend the most time with dumbphones these days are the youngest, with the fewest responsibilities," Molly concludes, "and the richest, who can have someone else perform their responsibilities for them."
Chaser: On the other hand, eschewing smartphone use in specific settings remains totally feasible, as Kate Cohen witnessed in one Albany, N.Y., high school's bold experiment.
Before we get to more of my colleagues' excellent and thorough commentary on the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, I want to apologize to the great many Midwesterners I might have hurt yesterday by writing "hotdish" as two words. As Walz might say, "Ope! That one's on me."
Alexandra Petri gets the better "ope!" joke, though, in her twist on Dante: "'Ope!' With Abandon, All Ye Who Enter Here," inscribed above the gates of hell -- or at least the "HELL ON EARTH" former president Donald Trump promised in a campaign email that Walz would unleash if elected.
Alex tours a horrified Trump and running mate JD Vance through the harrowing circles of this realm, wherein school lunch is free, former prisoners regain the right to vote and families take paid leave. There is also ice fishing, though Alex writes that "it was hard to tell if this were a hell thing or simply a Midwestern thing."
Matt Bai writes that some Midwestern things are exactly what the Democrats and country writ large could use right now, namely "Minnesota liberalism and Minnesota nice."
He gives a mini history lesson on the cadre of Minnesotans who shaped Democratic politics in the previous century, when there was still such a thing as a liberal consensus. He thinks Walz might have it in him to nudge the party back toward one. Then, the nice thing seems, well, nice, but Matt explains why it is also "not a trait we should underestimate."
Michele Norris sees not just nice, but a long record of accomplishment, too. Come for the six successful congressional terms he spent building bipartisan bridges in a rural, conservative district; stay for the transformative "Minnesota Miracle" he later pulled off as governor. It's the sort of resume that turns Walz's demeanor into just a (very big) bonus.
Chaser: In her latest newsletter (sign up here), Jen Rubin holds Walz up against Vance. She says the contrast couldn't be clearer.
It's easy to forget, but there are about a trillion races outside the presidential contest also occurring this November. One of the most peculiar of them, George Will writes, is the Senate contest in Nevada, where incumbent Democrat Jacky Rosen faces Republican Sam Brown, a retired Army captain.
"Their race," George says, "epitomizes the uncertainties created by Joe Biden's withdrawal, and the difficulty of taking Nevada's political temperature."
Yes, Rosen is up in polling beyond the margin of error, but George says the state's greatest oddity is Las Vegas, a "24-hour town [where] voters can be difficult for public opinion pollsters to reach by phone." I can't come to the phone right now; I'm mid-Magic Mike performance, spinning midair in an indoor rainstorm wearing only my undies.
"America's entertainment culture, which includes presidential politics," George reminds us, "is inscrutable."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
If you drop a pin
On Maps and no one sees it
Does it make a ping?
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/08/07/smartphones-dumbphones-walz-democrats-midwest-nevada/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



It's time
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Kamala Harris's historic candidacy.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-08-07

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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The Biden team just missed a big opportunity on Guantanamo Bay
A plea deal for three 9/11 suspects, now scuttled, was the best available option.
By Editorial Board | 2024-08-07

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The United States had an opportunity to close a chapter on a sad, decades-long saga when the government reached a plea deal with three men accused of plotting the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Then, within days, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin squandered that chance.
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, Walid bin Attash and Mustafa al-Hawsawi all agreed last week to admit their guilt before the military commission tasked with determining their fates, surrendering any chance to appeal, in exchange for the removal of the death penalty as a possible punishment. Getting to that point took 16 years. That's counting from the initial hearing in the case (the men were in custody for five years before that), when the defendants also wanted to plead guilty but with execution still on the table. What happened instead, after they withdrew those pleas, looked worse for the United States: Justice remained unserved, and Guantanamo Bay remained open, letting the whole world look for a while longer at a symbol of this country's hypocrisy on human rights.
Mr. Austin's decision to revoke the plea deal is, on a gut level, understandable. The prisoners are accused of engineering the deaths of 2,977 people at the World Trade Center, at the Pentagon and in Shanksville, Pa. -- some of whose families have said the terrorists deserve "no mercy." Obviously, offenders in the United States have been and still are executed for far less. The United States killed Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri outright when the U.S. military found them. Yet, on closer examination, the choice is mystifying: How could the secretary of defense himself not have known about an agreement so painstakingly negotiated, over so long a period, by an official whom he tasked with overseeing the process? And how can President Joe Biden's administration fulfill its stated objective of shutting down the prison if it can't close cases?
It's unlikely the government will manage to secure the death penalty for these accused terrorists -- if it manages to secure any sentence at all without a plea deal. The delays that have characterized the case so far will continue to define it, largely because the military commissions created under President George W. Bush exist outside established military or civilian legal process. (That was, after all, the whole point of detaining and trying accused terrorists as unlawful combatants at Guantanamo Bay.) There was some legitimate rationale for trying unlawful combatants in unique forums. But there are few clear rules for their operation, and every question about how to conduct a trial has required extensive consideration -- and expensive consideration, considering lawyers, judges and more have to fly to the naval base for each hearing. The cost, according to the New York Times, has totaled around $13 million per prisoner throughout the facility's existence.
Imagine that a trial does start, against the odds. The testimony would probably feature extensive descriptions of the torture to which these men were subjected at CIA black sites, including confinement in coffin-size boxes and, for ringleader Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, as many as 183 instances of waterboarding. That would both remind the world of disgraceful U.S. conduct -- and, crucially, render much of the evidence tainted for the purposes of securing a harsh sentence. The only way out was a plea deal. Now, the United States is right back where it started.
Only 30 inmates remain at Guantanamo Bay -- the rest of the 780 brought to the base are gone, nine of them having died at the prison. The goal should be to turn 30 into zero. But that's complicated. Nineteen  prisoners sit in "law-of-war" detention, still uncharged. Sixteen of those are recommended for transfer to the custody of countries willing to accept them, a process that the administration should prioritize. Yet three are deemed too dangerous for that move. Then there are the four inmates who've been convicted and the seven who have been charged with their cases pending. Gitmo can't go until these inmates, too, are gone -- and getting them gone will require a law from Congress permitting their transfer to U.S. soil.
But truly concluding this era in our national life will require more: finally bringing these men to justice, and justice to these men. Plea deals like the one that collapsed last week are an orderly pathway to a procedurally legitimate outcome. Pursuing them is the correct course from a practical standpoint -- just not a political one. The administration didn't manage to do the right thing last week. But the president still has a chance to correct course after November's vote, unencumbered by electoral considerations. In doing so, he would leave as his legacy the end, finally, of a grim time for his country.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/08/07/911-guantanamo-plea-deal-austin/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Cori Bush's defeat is a big, disappointing loss for progressives
Progressives do have power in the party, as Tim Walz's selection shows. But it's not enough.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-08-08

Rep. Cori Bush speaks at an election night party in St. Louis on Tuesday.  (Michael B. Thomas/Getty Images)


Progressives had a big win this week but also a huge loss. Those contradictory results illustrate their complicated position within the Democratic Party: They are a powerful force but not a dominant one.
Tuesday morning, progressives were delighted with Vice President Kamala Harris's decision to pick Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate. Walz is a fairly traditional Democrat, nowhere near as left-wing as Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York or independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont. But many progressives were pushing for Walz instead of Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, who has taken more conservative stands on many issues and been very critical of campus protests of Israel's military actions in Gaza.
It's not clear exactly why Harris chose Walz over Shapiro. (Her aides have suggested that Harris and the Minnesota governor developed a strong personal connection and that the vice president liked Walz's background as a high school teacher and veteran.) But she also likely wanted to avoid irritating the party's left wing by picking Shapiro. So although the left didn't get one of its champions on the ticket, it exercised something of a veto. That's progressive power.
But Tuesday night, Rep. Cori Bush of Missouri, one of the most progressive members of the House, was defeated in a primary. She is the second member of the group that used to refer to itself as "the Squad" to lose their seat this year.
Like New York's Jamaal Bowman, who lost in June, Bush faced an opponent backed by the pro-Israel group AIPAC, which pumped millions of dollars into the race to boost its preferred candidate. The victories by New York's George Latimer and Missouri's Wesley Bell were major wins for AIPAC and centrist groups who want to diminish progressives' influence within the Democratic Party.
Two House members losing their seats might not seem like a big deal. But there are 10  members (including Bowman, Bush and Ocasio-Cortez) who were first elected in 2018, 2020 or 2022 and have often take unabashedly left-wing stands to push the Democratic Party in their direction. Those 10 were among the 18 members who called for a cease-fire in Gaza in October and argued that the United States should not give ironclad support to Israel.
This bloc has now lost 20 percent of its members in this year's elections. And although Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) is favored in her Aug. 13 primary, she could lose, too. That's progressive weakness.
How do we reconcile these two results? It's important to emphasize that there is no formally defined left or progressive wing of the Democratic Party. That said, the party's more liberal contingent has become more influential and powerful over the past decade. Progressives have won major offices, such as Brandon Johnson being elected mayor of Chicago and Ocasio-Cortez and her cohort capturing House seats. Sanders and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) ran presidential campaigns that energized voters and forced their rivals to adopt more liberal positions.
Progressives persuaded more establishment Democrats such as Biden to hire more left-wing staffers and implement those aides' ideas. They've built strong grassroots movements, such as the protests against U.S. support for Israel's military actions in Gaza.
All those strategies combined have yielded real results: Biden has been significantly more progressive than Barack Obama and Bill Clinton were. It's not clear that Obama or Hillary Clinton paid much attention to how progressives would perceive their running mates, but it's likely Harris did. The number of Democratic voters and lawmakers who want to rethink the U.S. relationship with Israel is probably much higher than it was a decade ago.
But it's not 2019 or 2020 anymore. Progressive ideas and politicians no longer seem ascendant. Over the past few weeks, Harris has renounced many leftist positions she adopted during her first presidential run. Progressives such as Rep. Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts were once ousting more centrist incumbents; now more centrist challengers are unseating progressive incumbents like Bush and Bowman.
The overall story is fairly clear: A more right-wing bloc, best exemplified by tea party activists and former president Donald Trump, has taken control of the Republican Party from more center-right, establishment figures such as Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.). But on the Democratic side, the center-left establishment still controls the party, while sometimes offering accommodations to the left.
For someone who agrees more with the left, that's not a great situation. And this week reinforces my concerns. Some centrist Democrats really wanted Harris to pick Shapiro, but this is not a huge loss for them. Walz isn't likely to aggressively push the Democratic Party in a more leftward direction, as Harris's running mate or in the vice president's office.
On the other hand, Bush being ousted from Congress really stings. In 2021, her first year in Congress, she slept outside the U.S. Capitol for three nights to shame Biden into extending a moratorium on evictions that he was prepared to let lapse. And as members of both parties acted as though only Israeli lives mattered, she led the push for a cease-fire and a reconsideration of post-Oct. 7 U.S. policy.
We need more members like Cori Bush. It's a shame she'll soon be gone. Walz is progressive -- for someone running in purple areas. But real transformative change requires politicians to take courageous, moral stands, even if they're not yet popular with the public. A left that can block Shapiro but can't defend Bush isn't nearly powerful enough to make the kind of change America needs.
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Is it weird to choose Tim Walz?
The choice unifies the party. But is peace with the left going to cost Harris the election?
By Charles Lane, Molly Roberts, Matt Bai | 2024-08-07

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz celebrates after Vice President Kamala Harris announced he would be her running mate Tuesday in Philadelphia. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Moments after the Harris campaign announced its veep pick, three of our columnists -- Charles Lane, Molly Roberts and Matt Bai -- sat down to discuss. Was Tim Walz the wise strategic choice? Is there a trade-off between party unity and electoral success? And do vice presidents even matter in modern elections?
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: The other two reported finalists were somewhat more politically moderate candidates from swing states: Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania and Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona. Let's compare and contrast between Walz and those two and whether you think picking Walz over those options is a smart move for Harris electorally.
Molly Roberts: So start with Kelly because I want to kind of move him out of the way. The thing with Kelly is that he's an astronaut: Great, that's really cool. Besides that, he just didn't really seem to have it.
Move to Shapiro, who absolutely has it. He's a great orator. There were a lot of comparisons to Barack Obama. The big advantage to Shapiro was Pennsylvania. And the big disadvantage to Walz is that there's not as clear an electoral case.
The other contrast that I think is useful to make is, as you said, the centrist vs. left point of view. Walz is much more favored by the left of the party. Shapiro was getting a lot of criticism, particularly on Israel-Gaza. I think you can make the argument for Walz by saying that unity is going to be important. He is certainly the unity candidate.
Matt Bai: I never really got the geographic case for Shapiro because I feel like if you need the governor of Pennsylvania to win Pennsylvania as a Democrat in this election, you've got deeper problems. But to Molly's point, I think Vice President Kamala Harris has only a couple of months here to launch what is a very difficult campaign. If I'm sitting in her shoes, what I really can't afford is a divided base. I really have to consolidate my base before I can think about anything else. And so, you know, with both Kelly and Shapiro, you had issues that were going to be divisive on some level with the base. Maybe not cataclysmically, but you don't have that with Tim Walz. And that has to be a big advantage
Chuck Lane: I agree with both of you to the extent that I think this was a pick made mainly on the basis of unifying the party. That is a key selling point for Walz, and I'm hearing that from Democrats.
And yet I disagree that it's necessarily so smart politically. You're right, Matt, if you need to pick the popular governor of Pennsylvania to carry Pennsylvania, you've got deeper problems. And ... Harris has deeper problems. Pennsylvania is basically the whole ballgame in this election. And if you had the opportunity to even marginally raise your chances of winning it, you would have been well advised to take it.
This pick, speaking of party unity, is playing very badly among Jewish Democrats. There is whispering that this is the choice of the pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel, whatever you want to call it, wing of the party. No, I don't think Jewish Democrats are going to desert the party over this. But I do think this will be seen as a move in the direction of the progressive base of the party. And I think if you're trying to carry a purple state like Pennsylvania, that could be a problem.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Harris picks Walz, a telling comparison to Vance
Plus: How to write headlines about Trump's racism. And, another Trump attorney faces suspension.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-07

Rep. Tim Walz (D-Minn.) greets supporters at a 2018 rally in St. Louis Park, Minn. (David Weigel/The Washington Post) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I have a special edition of the Mailbag focusing on the selection of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) as Vice President Harris's running mate. I also share some journalistic highlights and lowlights and a satisfying legal report.
A reader asks: How likely is it that the man who hires only "the best people" now moves on from JD Vance? Has Vance delivered one single positive since he became the Republican VP pick? And the honeymoon period that never was is clearly over. Vance has shown the charm of Ron DeSantis and the principled morality of Nikki Haley ... would Donald Trump try for a reload? And if so, who?
Answer: The comparison to Walz -- a down-to-earth Midwesterner -- will make Vance look even more off-putting. The vice presidents' debate, if there is one, should be entertaining! We know former president Trump hired some of the worst people -- those he fired months after hiring them, those he now ridicules, those who left under a cloud of scandal, those who wound up indicted and those who pushed destructive, ineffective and cruel policies (e.g., child separation, attempts to repeal the Affordable Care Act). Because dumping Vance would be an admission of error, I don't think Trump will dump him.
A reader asks: Should Democrats be doing more to emphasize Trump's age? Are they reluctant to bring up his age? And if so, could it be because they supported President Biden, who is older than Trump?
Answer: They have begun to hit Trump on that score (painting him as an unhinged old man), making the case it is time for new, fresh leadership. The Harris team has also started to stress his mental and emotion deterioration, irrationality, impulsiveness, and anger. With a VP nominee on board, the Harris-Walz campaign can turn up the volume on that message. One more note: Trump has a very light schedule; with the Harris-Walz multistate tour, the gap in energy and endurance will be even more telling.
A reader asks: Beyond being mean-spirited, is Trump's mispronunciation of Harris's name evidence of his cognitive decline?
Answer: It's evidence of abject racism, akin to calling former president Barack Obama "Barack Hussein Obama." Every time he does this, Trump signals to women and non-White voters that he holds them in contempt.
A reader asks: Help me understand Trump's debate gambit. It seems as though Harris has the higher ground here. If both camps hold out, Trump gets a solo interview on Fox News to the same old audience, then Harris gets a prime time rebuttal a week later to a bigger and more diverse audience on ABC. Am I missing something?
Answer: Trump wants to avoid debating her with real moderators (not toadies from the outfit that paid $787 million for election denial-related defamation) at all costs. He knows she will skewer him. He's relying on a familiar gambit: make a dumb excuse that only his followers will believe.
Harris's first major decision provides insight into her decision-making process and political skills. Given the time limitations for the search, it was remarkably deliberate, buttoned-up and thorough. Each of the top contenders effectively auditioned on TV in addition to going through the usual vetting and interviews.
It is debatable whether this was the "safer" pick (eliminating any left-wing dissension in the party) or more daring (making a play for rural voters throughout the Upper Midwest). Going with Walz certainly reflects her confidence that she can carry Pennsylvania (and that Josh Shapiro can assist from the governor's perch). But it is also a nod toward Democrats' need to appeal to the heartland, a move away from a party dominated by lawyers, Ivy Leaguers and urbanites. If Shapiro would have amplified her brand (e.g., brainy, urban, prosecutor) as Al Gore did for Bill Clinton, Walz serves to balance the ticket as much as Biden did for Obama.
Comparing Walz with the widely derided Republican VP pick is telling. Focus group guru and Never Trumper Sarah Longwell explained on MSNBC, "The thing that is killing JD Vance is that voters -- and I have listened to tons of swing voters since he was picked -- and they don't like him at all. They think he seems like a phony. ... Voters can smell inauthenticity, and that's what JD Vance reeks of to them." Walz, by contrast, is eminently likable, normal and down to earth. Debunking Republicans' faux-populism will be one of Walz's assignments.
Likewise, few people think Vance could be ready to step into the presidency if need be. (Even Trump deflected the question at the National Association of Black Journalists conference.) That, in large part, is because Vance has zero accomplishments in public life other than military service (as a public affairs official). Walz has 24 years of military service plus 12 years in Congress before his tenure as governor. Voters should have confidence that he could, if needed, step into the top job.
And what about Harris's decision not to go with Shapiro? Some will read this as reassurance to the left or an effort to mollify Israel critics (although Walz's position on Israel is the same as Shapiro's) or concern about "too much diversity." But just as likely, she simply felt more comfortable with Walz, seeing him as intensely loyal with no further political ambition of his own.
Finally, the VP process underscored what a deep bench Democrats enjoy. There was no clunker in the final group of contenders. Each was accomplished, articulate and smart. Each had something to bring to the ticket. In other words, in a party that prioritizes governance and has successfully elected diverse, capable and successful leaders, Harris had no bad choices.
The progressive magazine Mother Jones wrote a refreshingly candid and blunt headline: "White Man Tells Black Journalists His Black Opponent Is Not Black." Likewise, the New Yorker's headline for a Susan Glasser column reads: "Trump's Racist Attack on Kamala Harris Was No Accident."
What a contrast to so many others that minced words. Approaching self-parody, the New York Times proclaimed "Not One of Us: Trump Uses Old Tactic to Sow Suspicion About Harris." That old tactic has a name: racism.
Outlets that continue to blur obvious conduct and soft-pedal Trump's grotesque behavior wind up enabling Trump and shielding their readers from the truth. They need not take that tack. There are plenty of good examples from outlets that do not beat around the bush -- in other words, that seek to present the unvarnished facts.
A disciplinary board for the District of Columbia Bar last week held that Jeffrey Clark, a major figure in the phony elector scam that sought to overturn the 2020 election, should be suspended from practice for two years. As Politico reported, "Its recommendation will now come before the D.C. Bar's Board of Professional Responsibility, which will make its own recommendation to the D.C. Court of Appeals. The full process could take another year to reach its conclusion."
The board's report is an eye-opener. It includes a helpful summary:
If the discipline is upheld, Clark will join a long list of disgraced former Trump attorneys who have lost their licenses to practice law and/or have been charged criminally for their conduct (e.g., John Eastman, Rudy Giuliani, Jenna Ellis, Kenneth Chesebro). Forbes recently reported, "Ethics complaints urging state bars and disciplinary boards to investigate attorneys have been filed and remain pending against multiple Trump lawyers who aided his efforts to overturn the 2020 election, including Mitchell and Boris Epshteyn."
Without legal enablers, Trump could not have conducted his phony elector scheme. I sincerely hope disciplining the pack of lawyers who disregarded their professional obligations in pursuit of a coup against our democracy will act as a deterrent to future meddling. Perhaps if Trump tries to overturn the 2024 election if it does not go his way, as many fear, fewer attorney will do his bidding.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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6 reasons Tim Walz was the right choice 
The Minnesota governor is authentic and experienced -- and can make a difference in this race.
By Michele  Norris | 2024-08-07

Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, with running mate Tim Walz, the governor of Minnesota, at a campaign rally in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


Tim Walz's folksy charm and make-it-plain messaging went viral during the veepstakes vetting process, but make no mistake, his long record of accomplishments is what really set him apart. As someone with deep family roots in Minnesota, I've watched his leadership closely for years. Here are six reasons Walz was a stellar choice for the Democratic ticket.
First, he is an unapologetic progressive. This might seem like a liability for a party trying to woo centrist voters. But in the effort to court White, working-class Americans, Democrats sometimes fail to fully defend their moral high ground. When Republicans accuse Walz of being an "ultraliberal," he doesn't get defensive. Instead, he uses an effective brand of snark. "What a monster -- kids are eating and having full bellies, so they can go learn, and women are making their own health-care decisions," Walz said sarcastically on CNN. His position essentially is this: If being progressive means that we take care of working families, then he will wear that as a badge of honor.
That is a potent message in an election where the path to victory runs through working-class America.
And that leads to the second reason Walz was a strong pick. He oozes cornfed unpretentiousness. He's a country boy. Born in Nebraska, he was a teenage National Guard recruit who took his oath of enlistment at the edge of a farmer's field and served in the military for 24 years. He's a former rural football coach who is more comfortable in Carhartt pants and trucker hats than a suit and tie. He's a hunter, and I'm told a very good shot. And because of all those things, people who worked closely with him in Minnesota think he could appeal to non-college-educated voters -- and particularly men who feel alienated from a party they deem too liberal and too focused on "urban issues." This will be key in states such as Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania, and maybe even Georgia or North Carolina.
"He's giving them permission to be okay with being progressive because he talks like them," said Jeff Hayden, a former Minnesota state senator. "He grew up in middle America, and he is asking: What are those guys who want to ban books and control women's bodies and tell you who to love or how to raise your kids -- what are those guys really doing for you and your family's bottom line?"
Vice presidents are often the chief lobbyists for the White House, making the administration's case on Capitol Hill. That's reason No. 3 in Walz's favor. His experience over six terms representing Minnesota's rural, conservative 1st Congressional District will serve him well. He's a bridge builder by necessity. In the coming weeks, as the world gets to know the Minnesota governor, people will learn about the bold legislative spree Walz presided over. Thanks to a $17.5 billion budget surplus -- largely generated by taxing business revenue and the wealthy -- the Democratic-controlled state legislature passed laws that established free public-college tuition for low-income students; codified abortion rights; created a "trans refuge" law; legalized recreational marijuana; provided free breakfast and lunch for all public school students; restored voting rights for previously incarcerated people; gave tax breaks to senior citizens; and allowed undocumented residents to get driver's licenses.
The so-called Minnesota Miracle is held up as an example of epic progressive governance. But when I spoke to politicians in the state last weekend, they told me that's not the whole story. Walz wanted to make sure that the more conservative wing of his party, and perhaps even some Republicans, could feel that they, too, got something out of that burst of legislation. So, the governor pushed for things such as infrastructure improvement in rural areas and increased education spending in the suburbs around the Twin Cities. "He didn't have to do that, but it was important to him," Hayden said. That's not just a "Minnesota nice" move. It's smart strategy for Democrats who must sometimes try to appease various factions in the national party.
Clocking in at reason No. 4, Walz and his wife, Gwen, are both former teachers, and here's why that is a bonus in this election. Education is an important issue for voters worried about tuition costs, reading scores and teacher shortages, as well as employers struggling to find qualified workers. And yet it has not been a centerpiece of either party's campaign messaging. Don't be surprised if Walz's inclusion on the Democratic ticket generates more discussion of America's classrooms and sparks a "win with educators" Zoom session to attract the nation's 4 million K-12 teachers.
Kamala Harris already has built a potent campaign message on protecting reproductive rights. Walz can amplify one part of that battleground issue as a father whose son and daughter were conceived through in vitro fertilization. It's why, he often says, his daughter is named Hope. And here's why this part of his family story is reason No. 5 on this list. IVF now accounts for more than 8 million births globally and more than 2 percent of all babies born in the United States. Prospective parents are watching with terror what's happening in states such as Alabama, where fertility clinics are pausing IVF treatments because of liability concerns after the state's Supreme Court ruled in February that embryos created through IVF should be considered children.
This list could continue: The strength and diversity of Minnesota's economy. Walz's history as a gun owner who donated contributions he had received from the National Rifle Association to charity after the 2017 Las Vegas mass shooting. The fact that he has quite literally been tested by fire in the unrest following the 2020 murder of George Floyd.
Walz will be criticized for his response to that unrest, which some have said was too slow, and the GOP will flood the airwaves with footage of the Twin Cities in flames. And Republicans are already saying his demeanor is as corny as canned Spam. But here's the thing about Minnesotans: They are proud of Spam, which is made in the Land of 10,000 Lakes. It's sold at the airport, served at the state fair and happens to be hugely popular around the world. And food brings me to the simplest -- and sixth -- argument for putting Walz on the ticket.
People who meet Walz will sometimes pull him aside to thank him for that universal free school-lunch program. In some cases, they get a little emotional because they remember the stigma of not being able to pay their school lunch bills.
Tim Walz is a man who figured out how to feed hungry kids in a land of plenty. Adults can dicker over the merits of liberal politics. Hunger will knock on anyone's door, regardless of political affiliation.
This was a great choice for the Democratic ticket -- and a good choice for America.
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Trump's plan to upend federal workforce could rattle DMV economy
Trump's vow to eliminate, overhaul or relocate big chunks of the federal bureaucracy could have a significant economic impact in D.C., Virginia and Maryland.
By Laura Vozzella, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-08-08

Former president Donald Trump, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) and Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 17. (Alex Wong/Getty Images) 


Former president Donald Trump touts himself as a businessman who will grow industry and jobs, but his policy proposals call for deep cuts and drastic changes to the D.C. area's most valuable employer:
The federal government.
Trump's Agenda47 policy manifesto and his Republican Party platform seek to "shatter the Deep State" with actions that experts say could be devastating to the area's economy, such as: Moving up to 100,000 federal government positions "out of Washington to places filled with patriots who love America." Stripping civil service protections from tens of thousands of federal employees and installing political allies in their jobs. Eliminating the U.S. Department of Education. Undertaking an "overhaul" of other federal departments and agencies, including those overseeing national security and intelligence.
"It goes without saying, the D.C. area would be more affected by shrinking the federal government than just about any other part of the country," said Hamilton Lombard, a demographer at the University of Virginia's Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service. He pointed out that the region's economy has yet to fully recover from the spending cuts triggered in 2013 by the budget sequestration.
Most of the region's top leaders have branded Trump's plans an economic calamity, with D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) warning in recent interviews that the whole region would suffer and Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) vowing to protect the state's civil servants.
Even some Republicans are up in arms. Former Maryland governor Larry Hogan (R), a longtime Trump critic running for U.S. Senate in a blue state, said in a text message to The Washington Post that "these backward ideas would be a disaster for Maryland -- that's why I'll fight them every step of the way."
And Barbara Comstock, a former GOP congresswoman from Northern Virginia who lost her seat after an anti-Trump wave in 2018, said the plans are "dangerous to the federal workforce and our national security and would threaten the jobs of tens of thousands of Virginians and those in the region."
But Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) -- who had kept Trump at arm's length before appearing at a Virginia rally with him this summer and sitting beside him at the Republican National Convention -- contends his purple state's economy is so strong that civil servants thrown out of work by Trump can easily find new jobs in the private sector.
"Literally, we have a ribbon-cutting almost every other day, and there are fabulous opportunities for folks to find a new employer in Virginia should the one they work for move away," Youngkin said last week when asked by a Post reporter about Trump's proposed cuts to the federal workforce.
Many economists are not so sanguine, citing the region's unique dependence on government jobs. Virginia, Maryland and D.C. are among the top four jurisdictions nationwide for federal civilian employees: The District has the largest number (160,692), followed by California (142,038), Virginia (140,397) and Maryland (138,942), according to a Congressional Research Service report released in September.
Those federal civil servants make up more than 10 percent of the civilian workforce in Virginia and Maryland -- the highest share of any states in the Lower 48, said Lombard, the U-Va. demographer. In the District, civil servants are more than a quarter of the workforce, he said. Those workers are the highest-paid federal employees of any region of the country, earning about double the median salary of employees at private companies, Lombard said. Virginia studies have shown that federal spending accounts for roughly a third of the state's economy.
A sudden cut in the federal workforce could "act like a negative economic shock to the economies of the two states and Washington, D.C.," Robert McNab, director of the Dragas Center for Economic Analysis and Policy at Old Dominion University, said in a written response to questions from The Post.
McNab cautioned that Trump, if reelected, would not be able to impose all of those changes single-handedly. Some would require congressional action, and some probably would be challenged in court, he said.
"It could be very devastating; it just depends on the magnitude they're talking about," said Terry Clower, director of the Center for Regional Analysis at George Mason University. Cutting or transferring thousands of civil servants would be a severe blow to consumer buying power that would affect other businesses, such as restaurants, retailers and an already-suffering commercial real estate market, he said.
Bottom line, Clower said, the threat highlights a long-standing need for the region to diversify its economy away from a dependence on federal spending.
Perhaps more significant than the number of workers in the region is their concentration, heightening their importance to local economies. Civilian federal employees account for nearly 20 percent of all workers in Maryland's 5th Congressional District and between 11 percent and 14 percent in the state's 3rd, 4th and 8th districts, the CRS report found.
In three of Virginia's 11 congressional districts, civilian federal employees make up between 13 percent and 16 percent of the total workforce, and they make up 9 percent in two other districts. No other state has a congressional district with a double-digit concentration.
That makes the issue an especially tough one for GOP congressional candidates in Northern Virginia. Derrick Anderson, a Republican running in the state's 7th District, said he would oppose any legislation that could weaken national security or hurt jobs in the district. Republican Mike Clancy, running in Virginia's 10th, did not respond to a request for comment.
Jeff Ryer, a spokesman for Team Trump Virginia, said Trump's plan to invest in the military would benefit the region's economy, as would his promise to improve the safety and beauty of D.C. Ryer also said that five of the top 10 wealthiest counties in the nation are in the Washington region -- and that they probably will retain that status even if the region's government employment shrinks.
Trump's Democratic opponent -- Vice President Kamala Harris, who is on track to officially secure her party's nomination at the Democratic National Convention later this month -- has spoken out on behalf of federal workers, leading a White House task force to make it easier for public employees to unionize and working to eliminate pay discrimination in the civil service.
Meanwhile, Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), has doubled down on the idea of gutting the federal workforce. While running for Senate in 2021, he suggested that Trump should fire "every single mid-level bureaucrat" -- and ignore the Supreme Court if it objects.
And Hung Cao, the Republican challenging Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) in November, has called for the ouster of the most senior civil servants in the FBI and the rest of the Justice Department. "The country has lost faith in our Justice Department, and the only way to [restore] it is to really cut off the heads. ... Really, really chop off the head of that Justice Department that's doing really nefarious things," Cao said at a May 7 meeting with Log Cabin Republicans.
In a written statement to The Post, Cao also said job cuts are needed to rein in federal spending and develop an economy "that is not built on the backs of the American taxpayer."
Kaine, who is seeking a third term as senator this fall, said Cao's comments are out of line.
"Virginia is home to more than 150,000 dedicated federal civil servants," Kaine said in a text message to The Post. "I'll fight dangerous efforts to transform federal employment from merit-based to a system based on political loyalty. I'll oppose radical plans embraced by my opponent to dramatically slash the workforce because such plans would harm the services Americans depend on. And I reject his extreme, even violent, rhetoric about getting rid of law enforcement leadership."
To Youngkin, though, who has vowed to help Trump win in a state that rejected the former president by five points in 2016 and 10 in 2020, any federal workforce cuts would be offset by a Virginia jobs market that he says is healthier than those of its regional neighbors.
"I firmly believe that the choice to stay in Virginia if somebody's employer moves away will be one that will be met with enthusiasm," Youngkin said last week following an annual closed-door session of the Governor's Advisory Council on Revenue Estimates, in which business leaders offer unvarnished opinions about the state's economic outlook.
Pressed on whether he agrees with Trump's specific policies, Youngkin demurred. This is "not a moment for me to opine on policy. [This] is a moment for me to opine on Virginia's attractiveness," he said.
Antonio Olivo, Teo Armus and Michael Brice-Saddler contributed to this report.
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Accused Maryland gold bar scammer arrested at airport in Chicago
In Montgomery County, Md., alone, at least six victims of such gold bar swindles have lost more than $5.1 million over the last year. 
By Dan Morse | 2024-08-08

(Mike Groll/AP)


The latest arrest linked to gold bar scams in Montgomery County, Md. -- some topping $1 million -- indicates just how mobile the alleged fraudsters are.
Neel Patel, due in court Thursday afternoon on accusations he stole $331,818 in gold bars from a resident of the Leisure World community, was picked up at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago last month. He earlier had flown from Louisville to Northern Virginia, authorities said, before renting a Chrysler and driving it into Maryland to pick up the gold bars from the woman who had followed instructions to meet him in a Walgreens parking lot.
Like other victims, she had been duped by fraudsters -- posing over the phone as government agents -- into believing her bank holdings weren't safe and that she should convert her money into to gold bars and hand them over for safekeeping.
After Patel left the Walgreens with the bars -- five of them, weighing a total of about 11 pounds -- Patel eventually made his way to John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York to return the Chrysler, according to the filings. Earlier men charged in the scams reported living as far away as California or New York. One said he had taken directions from an associate in India, another from a friend in China. When Patel was arrested at O'Hare, police said, he was about to board a flight to Ireland.
Patel's attorney, Henry Shih, described his client's travel as part of regular life.
Patel had lived in Kentucky because his girlfriend was there completing a master's degree in social work, Shih said, and he was planning to move Illinois where his family lives. "The Ireland trip," Shih added, "was a vacation with his brother."
The attorney also noted that the allegations against his client, as stated by investigators in their charging document filed with the court, hardly match the actions of a criminal trying to cover his tracks. When Patel reserved a rental car from Hertz and a flight from American Airlines, according to the allegations, he provided his personal cellphone and email address.
"He was not described someone taking any pains to conceal his identity as a guilty person might do," Shih said.
Montgomery County Police began seeing the cases more than a year ago. Since July, 2023, they say, at least six victims of gold bar swindles in the county have lost more than $5.1 million. In some cases, investigators have learned of the scams in progress, and said they have thwarted another $3.4 million worth of gold bars from being stolen.
While the frauds take place around the country, investigators believe Montgomery residents could be targeted because of the county's relative wealth. The marks tend to be older, trusting and have saved up a lot of money. At least one recent victim -- a 74-year-old Bethesda man who was swindled out of $1.1 million -- also suffered from memory loss, police said.
In court filings, detectives have described the ruses as "government impostor scams," whereby fraudsters pretend to be officials from the FBI, Justice Department, Treasury Department, Federal Trade Commission or other agencies. They convince targets that their bank holdings aren't safe and that they should liquidate into gold bars so they can transfer the bars over for safekeeping. The transfers often take place in parking lots, make use of code words like "watermelon," and are cloaked in secrecy as victims are convinced criminals are closing in on them. The gold is never returned.
Patel, the man picked up at O'Hare, is charged with one count of conspiracy to commit theft and one count of theft. The 23-year-old has been held without bound in the Montgomery County jail since arriving this week from Illinois. He is scheduled to appear in Montgomery District court at 1 p.m. Thursday to have his bond conditions reviewed.
Investigators say he was part of a scheme dating back six months when the Leisure World resident got a call from a man identifying himself as "Mark Cooper" from the "Office of the Inspector General at the Federal Trade Commission."
The purported Mark Cooper told the woman she had been the victim of identity theft that had led to a federal drug and money laundering probe. The man then put the woman in contact with an "Officer David Freeman," who said he could provide her with a new Social Security number and witness protection, but only at the conclusion of his investigation, after she had fully cooperated, according to police charging documents filed in court.
"To ensure her cooperation and secure her assets, [the victim] was directed to purchase gold bars," detectives wrote, "which were to be turned over to FBI agents who would get the bars and place them into the U.S. Department of Treasury."
On Feb. 21, the victim was persuaded to wire more than $300,000 to a legitimate gold dealer. Two weeks later, as she stayed in touch with the scammers with screenshots of her order status, the gold bars arrived via UPS, according to court records.
The scammers then told her to meet a "courier" -- who they now allege to be Patel -- at the Walgreens parking about one mile south of Leisure World, police said. Surveillance video, later reviewed by police, showed her pull into the lot, get out, and walk around while on her phone appearing to look for the courier.
"After approximately four minutes of searching, [she] located the Chrysler and placed $331,817.54 worth of gold bars into the rear passenger side seat as she had been directed," investigators alleged in court filings. "The Chrysler left immediately thereafter, exiting onto Aspen Hill Road."
In general, gold bar fraudsters build up the precious metal as a safe haven. "They like to conjure up Federal Reserve banks, images of stacks of gold at Fort Knox," said FBI Supervisory Special Agent Keith Custer, who has worked such cases out of the bureau's Baltimore field office, adding that those roped into the gold bar and related scams can be otherwise perfectly smart. "Doctors, lawyers, executives. I've seen pretty much any victim."
In the Patel case, police say, after the woman turned over her gold bars to him, she soon was persuaded by the fraudsters to purchase more gold bars for safekeeping. She got another $457,410 worth and gave them to a different courier who met her in a different parking lot near her home, having driven there in a Dodge Ram pickup truck from New York.
A short time later, authorities allege, the woman realized she'd been scammed out of approximately $789,000 and called police. Working with investigators, they say, she lured the second courier back to Maryland under the pretext of having more gold bars. The courier bit, police said, drove into Leisure World on March 18 and was arrested. Police identified him as Wenhui Sun of Lake Forest, Calif. Sun remains in jail and is scheduled to be tried on theft charges on Dec. 2, according to court records.
As that investigation continued, detectives worked to track down the Walgreens courier -- doing so, they now saw, through surveillance video, rental car records and airline records. That led them to Patel, who was arrested at O'Hare, police said Wednesday.
In court papers, an investigator wrote that Patel knew exactly what he was doing. "Additional information obtained by the writer indicates that Patel was fully aware of his actions," the investigator asserted, "which is why he was willing to travel a great distance."
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Debby could produce several inches of rain, tornadoes in D.C. area. What to know.
About 1.5 to 3 inches of rain is most probable, with a serious risk of flooding toward the mountains.
By Ian Livingston, Jeffrey Halverson | 2024-08-08

(Ian Livingston)


Debby made a second landfall overnight in South Carolina on its way toward a rendezvous with the D.C. area Thursday into Friday.
About 1.5 to 3 inches of rain is forecast locally, with up to 5 to 10 inches on the eastern slopes of the Blue Ridge and Appalachian Mountains. This comes on top of many locations picking up half an inch to 2 inches or so since Wednesday.
Flood watches are up for Washington's far-western and northwestern suburbs, and westward, where odds of excessive rain are highest. The time frame for the greatest flood potential is mainly from Thursday evening through Friday evening.
Additionally, a Level 2 of 4 risk for excessive rainfall leading to flooding covers most of the area Thursday, with Level 3 mainly west of the Blue Ridge and Level 4 as close as Shenandoah National Park, Harrisonburg and Staunton. For Friday, the Level 2 risk continues for much of the area, with a Level 3 risk for northern Loudoun, Frederick and counties north and northeast.

Flood risk from Debby. (Weather Prediction Center)


A tornado threat -- that was focused in eastern North Carolina and southeast Virginia Thursday morning -- will also shift north Thursday afternoon through Friday morning. Our area could find itself in a favorable region for twister development late Thursday night into early Friday afternoon.
Coastal flood watches are in effect for portions of the Chesapeake Bay. In Annapolis, moderate coastal flooding is forecast during both high tides Friday. The tidal Potomac -- including for shoreline areas of the Southwest Waterfront and Georgetown -- is under an advisory for minor flood potential.

(National Weather Service)


Storminess associated with Debby will come in waves for much of the region, although it will probably be more continuous the further west one heads into the eastern foothills of the Appalachians.

Surface weather forecast for Friday morning. (Weather Prediction Center)


As the storm tracks to the west of D.C., the heaviest and steadiest rain will likely fall to the north and west of the Beltway area through the first half of Friday.
From the Blue Ridge to the spine of the Appalachians, totals of 3 to 6 inches should be common, with the potential for localized totals up to 6 to 10 inches. From the Blue Ridge to the bay, most areas probably see 2 to 3 inches, but a zone of just 1 to 2 inches could occur near Interstate 95.
Rainfall to the west will be augmented by strong uplift of moisture along the higher-elevation ridges, where the greatest amounts will accumulate. An incoming dip in the jet stream from the west will also aid in precipitation development.
Across the immediate D.C. region, moderate to heavy rains most probably move through in waves. While totals of 1.5 to 3 inches will be most common, some locations could pick up more than 4 inches if they see multiple heavy storms pass by.

Heightened tornado parameters are forecast as soon as near and after sunrise Friday. (WeatherBell)


The Weather Service has placed much of the area under a Level 2 out of 5 risk for severe thunderstorms Thursday and Friday, primarily because of the tornado potential.
Debby's strong low-level wind field and spin will increase the tornado threat this afternoon through Thursday night from south to north across Virginia.
By early Friday morning -- about 6 to 8 a.m. -- key tornado parameters start to maximize across Northern Virginia, the District and central Maryland. The required low-level rotation for tornadoes should continue to expand north and east during the late morning and early afternoon before moving off.
A final area of showers and storms may push across the region in the afternoon to early evening that has a smaller chance to produce tornadoes.
Any twisters are expected to be brief and mostly on the weak side, developing within the rain bands or as individual rotating storms called supercells.

Storms forecast to be in the area Friday afternoon on the HRRR weather model. (WeatherBell)


A few strong to damaging straight-line wind gusts are also possible if intense low-level winds are mixed down to the ground.
Water levels are already elevated as onshore winds continue to strengthen.
"Widespread minor flooding appears probable," the local Weather Service office wrote Thursday morning. "Annapolis may also reach moderate flood levels."
The forecast for Annapolis does indeed call for moderate flooding during the morning and evening high tide Friday, near 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. With tides 2.5 to 3 feet above normal, water could reach numerous waterfront businesses and portions of the Naval Academy.
Shoreline inundation is forecast in the District near Ohio Drive and Hains Point, in addition to the Tidal Basin. High tides locally are around 11:30 a.m. and 11:50 p.m.
Farther upstream, a flood watch is also in effect for the Potomac River around Little Falls from late Saturday night until further notice because of high water that may flow downstream -- a byproduct of expected heavy rainfall in northwest Virginia, west central Maryland and eastern West Virginia.
Rain should be mostly done Friday evening, with odds dropping to zero by Saturday morning.
Sunshine and relatively pleasant summertime conditions are forecast for the weekend. Winds may continue to gust around 20 mph on Saturday before turning lighter Sunday. Mid-80s are predicted highs both days, with a regional range of about 82 to 86 degrees. Humidity will also be dropping Saturday and on the low side Sunday.
Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2024
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2024. The pace of killings this year has slowed compared to 2023.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-08
Homicides in the District reached a quarter-century high in 2023, the fifth-highest murder rate among the nation's biggest cities. The pace has slowed so far this year.
While homicides in D.C. spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8, which account for more than half of this year's deadly violence.
The gunfire this year has been both targeted and indiscriminate. One man was killed in a possible robbery after dropping off his girlfriend near her home. Gunfire has also robbed the lives of some of the District's youngest residents -- a 3-year-old girl riding in her family's SUV killed in crossfire. A teen was gunned down outside of a recreation center. Most of the deadly violence, police say, has unfolded between people with some sort of prior relationship, and it has most acutely devastated the city's Black residents, many of whom live in neighborhoods with long histories of divestment.
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2024. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Reporting by Peter Hermann, Emily Davies and Jenny Gathright. Data analysis by John D. Harden. Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Overcharged, then evicted: How errors push out public housing residents
Across the country, public housing tenants are battling to keep their homes after receiving erroneous bills and eviction filings from housing authorities.
By Danny Nguyen | 2024-08-08
RICHMOND -- In a stuffy, dimly lit courtroom, Nikki Jones prepared to fight for her home. She owed more than $12,000 in back rent, court records showed, and her landlord, the Richmond public housing authority, wanted her out.
On that March morning, about a dozen public housing residents sat on the gray upholstered courtroom benches, awaiting their eviction hearings. Jones recognized some of them. She didn't belong there, she thought.
She wanted to tell the judge the housing authority had mistakenly and repeatedly increased her rent, from $450 in 2019 to about $1,400 last year. Public housing residents typically pay 30 percent of their household income for rent and utilities. Jones, who was making just over $2,500 monthly as a security officer at Truist Bank, had been paying more than 50 percent, according to pay stubs she shared with The Washington Post and court records showing her monthly rent.
Her mind raced as the courtroom kicked into action. The judge ordered about half a dozen people to pay their debts within 10 days or leave their homes.
"How can they come up with that?" she wondered. "Nobody has an extra $1,000, $2,000 lying around."
Then the judge called out Docket No. 25. It was Jones's turn.
In courtrooms across the country, public housing tenants like Jones are battling to keep their homes after receiving erroneous bills and eviction filings from housing authorities. There is no comprehensive national data on evictions stemming from wrongful rent increases, but housing experts say they appear to have surged, as overall public housing evictions jumped after pandemic-era eviction moratoriums lapsed and agencies looked to recoup losses from unpaid rent. In Richmond, Omaha and Hartford, Conn., lawsuits against public housing authorities alleged the agencies overcharged and improperly moved to evict  residents.
The problem is acute in Richmond. Last year, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development audited the Richmond Redevelopment and Housing Authority (RRHA) and found that about two-thirds of the agency's randomly sampled tenant files had errors, including improper income and rent adjustments, according to documents obtained through a public records request. HUD ordered the agency to correct the files and issue refunds if necessary.
"There's no question that some of these calculations were wrong -- some asking residents to pay too much, some asking for too little," said Richard Monocchio, the principal deputy assistant secretary of HUD's Office of Public and Indian Housing, which audited the RRHA. Monocchio and the audit did not specify what share of rents were too high and too low.
A year after the audit, some Richmond public housing residents report the same problems. In just a nine-day span in March and April, more than 130 of them -- representing more than 3 percent of the roughly 3,500 households in Richmond public housing -- were summoned to court for eviction hearings, mostly for unpaid rent. It is unknown how many of these residents were erroneously charged.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development audited local housing authorities and found some were incorrectly charging public housing residents for rent. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


HUD has pressured local housing authorities to be more aggressive in collecting rent. Their other main source of revenue is the federal government, whose funding for public housing hasn't kept up with maintenance and operational demands. President Joe Biden requested $8.5 billion for public housing for the next fiscal year -- similar to the amount Congress appropriated last year -- while HUD estimates it needs nearly $60 billion for capital improvements alone.
In last year's audit, HUD found that 27 percent of RRHA rent went uncollected in September 2022 and told the agency to submit a plan for improving rent collection. About 60 percent of the RRHA's tenants owe back rent, totaling more than $3 million, according to the agency's website, and court records show the RRHA is filing eviction paperwork against its top debtors.
Meanwhile, staff turnover at housing authorities accelerated during the pandemic, leaving fewer and less-experienced workers to handle income verification and other processes.
Steven Nesmith, the CEO of the RRHA, said that sometimes the threat of eviction is the only way to get tenants to pay what they owe.
"It is unfortunate that we have to file for eviction and people hustle up and get the money," Nesmith said, noting that HUD requires housing authorities to evict tenants who are far behind on their rent, or they could risk losing federal funding. "In no way are we a homeless shelter."
Nesmith said if the agency miscalculated rent, it was because residents gave it inadequate information. During a board meeting in June, Nesmith estimated that about 20 percent of tenant files contained errors made by the agency.
During a pause in evictions from mid-April to May 31 to "triple check" rent calculations, Nesmith said, he hired a HUD-approved auditor, who found nothing wrong with the rent calculation process. In June, the RRHA offered to refinance tenants' debts and suspended evictions until September. And in late July, Nesmith told the local CBS affiliate he was restructuring the RRHA's affordable housing department from the top down following "mismanagement." Notably, Kenyatta Green, the senior vice president of affordable housing, no longer appeared on the RRHA staff directory. (The RRHA and Green did not respond to requests for comment about the staff dismissals.)
None of that helped Jones, whose eviction proceedings took place a month before the first pause. In the courtroom in March, she recalled, she approached General District Court Judge L.B. Cann III and two housing authority representatives. She didn't get a chance to recite her talking points, she said.
Cann declined to comment for this story through a court clerk, citing ethical restrictions. The clerk, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because she was not authorized to publicly discuss the case, said parties are normally allowed time to speak in court, though she could not comment on Jones's case because there were no transcripts or recordings of the hearing. The clerk also said the court does not verify the RRHA's claims about how much rent is owed. The RRHA declined to comment on Jones's eviction, saying it couldn't discuss any current or prior litigation, and the agency's attorney did not respond to a request for comment.
After a few minutes of deliberation with the agency's attorney, Jones said, Cann told her she had 10 days to pay or leave.
Jones walked out of the courtroom. She wouldn't let herself get evicted. Her belongings were already packed. She was going to leave on her own.

Jones puts on her uniform before her security shift at a bank in Richmond. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Jones, 54, arrived at her three-bedroom brick house in Whitcomb Court -- one of Richmond's six big housing developments -- in 2009. Her parents had recently died, and Jones, then 39 and unemployed, and her children could no longer afford to live in the family house.
Jones's rent was initially $50 a month, the base rent for residents with no professional income. She paid it on time in her first years there, court records show.

Jones lived on this block of Whitcomb Court, a Richmond public housing development. (Danny Nguyen/The Washington Post)


Residents must verify their income at least once a year through meetings, paperwork and online portal submissions. But this process is prone to errors, according to Monocchio, advocates and public records.
In 2017, the Legal Aid Justice Center, a Virginia-based advocacy group, sued the RRHA for clerical errors that led residents to receive erroneous bills and sometimes evictions. The lawsuit ended in a settlement that required the housing authority to disburse about $1 million in refunds. The RRHA admitted no wrongdoing in court, but its interim CEO told local news networks it had overcharged tenants for utilities.
Michaela Ross, a Legal Aid attorney, said tenants still report erroneous fees.
"The issue of charging people the wrong rental amount shouldn't have to come with public housing," she said.

Lawyer Michaela Ross spoke at a Richmond City Council meeting on March 24 about the issues that the Richmond Housing Authority has created for her clients.


Jones, who became a security officer in the mid-2010s, said she received her first erroneous rent increase in 2020. Her rent went from $554 to $1,128, court files show, even though her earnings hadn't changed. Every couple of months, she said, she visited the agency's offices to tell representatives they'd made a mistake. She said she showed them pay stubs and bank statements but they didn't fix her rent. She couldn't keep spending most of her income on rent, she said, so in September 2021, she stopped making regular payments, court records show.
When the pandemic hit in 2020, first Congress and then the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention imposed nationwide moratoriums on evictions related to back rent.  While the moratoriums were in effect, public housing authorities reported $187 million in uncollected rent. The Richmond authority fell behind $3 million in rent collection.
"Residents said, 'Well I won't get evicted,' and so they weren't paying their rent," Nesmith said.
After the Supreme Court ended the CDC moratorium in August 2021, housing authorities started ramping up evictions, according to the Princeton Eviction Lab. In the 11 states and 18 cities the lab tracked for The Post, public housing authorities filed a million evictions in 2022 -- nearly twice as many as in 2020 or 2021 -- and slightly more in 2023.
In Richmond, the RRHA filed 122 evictions in 2022 and 344 (about 1 in 10 households in Richmond public housing) in 2023, according to Virginia Commonwealth University's RVA Eviction Lab. Through March, evictions this year were on pace to exceed last year's total. These are lower numbers than before the pandemic, but advocates fear they could shoot up after the upcoming expiration of a program that allows residents to keep their homes if they refinance debts into monthly installments.
"Filing and evicting isn't a lesson," said Benjamin Teresa, co-director of the RVA Eviction Lab. "It really destroys someone's ability to find decent housing." Landlords, he noted, are reluctant to rent to tenants with a history of eviction.
A HUD audit released last year found 23 of 35 randomly sampled RRHA tenant files had errors, including on income and rent calculations.
"That's where management comes in, because you have to require pay stubs and you have to do that verification on the back end," Monocchio said.
But Jones said this did happen.
"They asked for my paychecks," she said. "They checked my bank statements." And yet they still grossly inflated her rent, Jones said.
David Weber, a senior policy analyst at the Public Housing Authorities Directors Association, said guidelines by HUD and independent auditors that punish local agencies for improperly calculating rent should ensure that wrongful evictions aren't taking place on a grand scale.
"There is no benefit to the housing authority for charging incorrect amounts or for evicting unnecessarily," he said.
Still, said Weber, a former executive at Pittsburgh's housing authority, local housing agencies sometimes lack the funding and staffing to train employees adequately.
"So you've got folks who aren't as familiar that calculate the requirements," he said.
Nesmith conceded that his agency didn't have enough agents in the resident support department and said he aimed to nearly double the 77-person department and create a satellite office in one of Richmond's public housing communities.
Housing agencies are required to use a system that aggregates resident employment information from federal agencies to simplify rent calculations, Monocchio noted, but HUD's audit showed that some authorities, including the RRHA, did not use it.
"Staff expressed their concern about not understanding how to utilize and process [the system's] reports," the HUD audit found.
Erroneous rent increases and eviction filings have increased across the country as pandemic-era protections lapse and cash-strapped agencies look to recoup back rent, said Marie Claire Tran-Leung, an attorney at the National Housing Law Project. Last year, Common Ground, a Milwaukee-based advocacy group, accused the city's housing authority of mistakenly increasing rents. In October, attorneys at Greater Hartford Legal Aid sued the Connecticut city's housing authority for allegedly faulty rent calculations, including factoring annualizing refunds and one-time donations as yearly income, that led to evictions.
"We still encounter this issue almost every single day," said Kevin Solomon, a Common Ground organizer. "We all make mistakes. But when there's a problem, do you step up? You are taking money from poor people."
Under federal rules, housing authorities are required to grant rent waivers to tenants who cite extenuating hardships for their failure to pay rent. But Legal Aid's Ross said she has seen few Richmond tenants offered this deal. The Chicago Housing Authority settled a lawsuit last year over the same issue, granting refunds to affected tenants. Last month, advocates in Omaha filed a similar lawsuit over that city's alleged failure to issue these waivers.
Nesmith objected: "The evidence and proof that we have been using those safeguards to help people stay housed is the fact that we have a $3.5 million debt."

Jones checks on a plant in the kitchen of her new apartment in Richmond in June. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Jones started packing when she received her court summons. Guardian angel statuettes went in boxes. So did pillows with prints of her deceased mother and cousin, and a decorative block that read "Prove them wrong."
She found an apartment in Richmond days before her March eviction date. She wasn't sure if the landlord checked her records.
"I told [the landlord] I needed a home or I would be homeless," she said.
The $1,500 two-bedroom apartment cost about 60 percent of her monthly income. But what choice did she have? Jones and her son carried the boxes into a rented truck and drove off.

A certificate displayed in Jones's new living room. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)



Cleaning supplies, beverages and snacks at Jones's apartment. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)



Snapshots in Jones's new home. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


On a June morning in her new living room, Jones started to dream big.
"I want to buy a house," she said.
Then a news segment started on TV, and Nesmith appeared on her screen.
"I'm giving everyone a one-time, a final opportunity to avoid lease enforcement and eviction for nonpayment of rent," he announced, "and to figure out those who ... truly had hardships and those who are gaming the system." Residents could keep their homes if they made a modest initial payment and refinanced their debts.
Jones stared blankly. It was too late for her.

Jones opens the blinds in her kitchen. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)
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D.C.-area forecast: Debby brings showers today and heavy rain on Friday
There is a slight risk of tornadoes tonight and Friday.
By David Streit | 2024-08-08
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
5/10: Debby's showers fall at times today making it tough for outdoor play,
The next couple of days promise some very effective drought reduction with waves of downpours to benefit parched soils. There is a small risk of localized flooding and severe storms capable of producing tornadoes. But the good news is that we clear up and dry out just in time for the weekend.
Today (Thursday): Showers scatter across the area as Debby moves north across the Carolinas. An isolated storm is possible but most spots just see occasional tropical downpours. Rain amounts will be highly variable but much of the area could pick up around an inch. Winds from the east gust over 20 mph during the heavier showers. Highs only reach the upper 70s to lower 80s but dew points in the 70s keep the tropical feel. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Showers should continue off and on all night, with the steadiest and heaviest rain in our western areas (generally west of Fairfax and Montgomery counties). Breezes remain steady out of the east at 10 to 20 mph. The mugginess is a sure bet and lows hold mainly in the low-to-mid 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Debby's remnants start to accelerate north along the spine of the Appalachians. This should focus the heaviest rains west of the metro area but still bring showers and storms through the area; it's not out of the question a brief tornado or two is embedded within these waves of rain -- especially in our southern and eastern areas. Winds may gust over 30 mph in the heavier downpours. The steady winds from the southwest also push waters up the Chesapeake Bay and Tidal Potomac with minor to moderate coastal flooding on their western shores. Highs are mainly in the low-to-mid 80s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: The bulk of the rain band will push off to the east in the evening with most of the area free of showers after midnight. Total storm rainfall (including Thursday's amounts) should range from about 1.5 to 4 inches, with the highest amounts generally west of Interstate 95. Winds shift to come out of the west. Lows slip to the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High

Predicted rainfall from the National Weather Service through Saturday morning. (WeatherBell) 


The only drawback to Saturday is winds are a little gusty in the wake of Debby but they do usher in comfortably drier air (dew points around 60) under sunny, blue skies. Sunday/Monday are more of the same without the winds. Highs all three days are in the low-to-mid 80s with lows in the upper 50s to mid-60s. Get out and enjoy! Confidence: Medium-High
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D.C. man claims self-defense in killing of unarmed 13-year-old 
Jason Lewis, a former D.C. city employee who worked with youth, is on trial for second-degree murder in the 2023 death of Karon Blake.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-08-08

A missing poster for Karon Blake (D.C. Police) 


Federal prosecutors opened the trial in Karon Desean Blake's killing with the last words the 13-year-old uttered as a man who fatally shot him walked up and opened fire:
"I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I'm just a kid. I was just playing, man."
An image of Karon lying on the ground dying, his eyes half open, flashed across a screen Wednesday in D.C. Superior Court, causing a juror on the front row to close her eyes and turn her head.
Nearly 19 months after the shooting in the predawn dark sparked outrage in the District, drawing comparisons to the 2012 shooting of Trayvon Martin as he walked through a Florida neighborhood, and the more recent shooting of Ralph Yarl as he went to the wrong house to pick up his siblings in Kansas City, Mo., the trial of Jason Lewis had begun.
Lewis, 42, then a D.C. Parks and Recreation employee who worked with the city's youth, was charged with second-degree murder following the fatal encounter with Karon on Jan. 7, 2023.
Lewis told investigators he was worried when a group of people outside of his home attracted his attention around 4 a.m. He had seen people break into vehicles along Quincy Street in his Northeast Washington neighborhood of Brookland leading up to the encounter. Prosecutors have said repeatedly that Lewis should have taken his concerns to police.
"He got out of his bed, put on his shoes, picked up his gun, walked out of his bedroom, down the stairs and out of his home, then lined up his gun and began firing as the kids were running away," prosecutor Jeffrey Wojcik told the jury this week.
"You can't kill someone for breaking into a car," Wojcik said in Judge Anthony C. Epstein's courtroom, after reciting Karon's last words.

Jason Lewis leaves the Moultrie Courthouse following his trial appearance in Washington, D.C., on Aug. 7. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A lawyer for Lewis argued he fired in self-defense when he saw someone dressed in black running toward him.
"Mr. Lewis thought he was going to die," Julie Swaney said in court. "He was protecting his wife and his children when he was confronted by a group of young men."
Swaney described the police investigation as "careless and shoddy" and presented details she said officers had not unearthed about the moments leading up to the shooting. Lewis heard a gunshot outside his window in the back of his house, she said, which caused him to leave his bedroom and investigate. After the shooting, a gun holster was found near where Karon and his friends had been gathered, Swaney told the jury.
Prosecutors dispute her account.
Londen Blake, Karon's mother, in an interview last year described her son as an enthusiastic kid who played running back for a youth football team, cheered for the Washington Commanders and faithfully listened to Louisiana rapper NBA YoungBoy. But after the coronavirus pandemic upended his normal social routine, he began sneaking out of the house, prompting Blake to call police or youth services officials on him half a dozen times, she said.
Lewis, a graduate of DeMatha Catholic High School, dedicated his professional life to trying to support young people like Karon, according to those who know him. He helped create late-night and summer programs for city youths, hoping to offer them positive outlets for entertainment and get them off the streets.

Londen Blake, center, speaks to reporters about her son, Karon Blake. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Karon was the oldest of Blake's four children; his own father, Sean Perry, was fatally shot before he was born, Blake said. Blake said she raised Karon with the help of Karon's grandfather and the father of her three younger children.
In 2020, Karon was a fifth-grade student at Raymond Elementary in Northwest who wore the No. 4 jersey as a running back on the youth football team, the Black Panthers. Then the coronavirus pandemic hit. Karon only saw his friends occasionally, his mom said. The neighborhood recreation center he frequented after school was closed, and there was no longer after-school football. Blake said she noticed that her son, isolated from his friends and classmates for more than a year, was becoming more withdrawn and agitated.
"His entire attitude was changing. He wasn't the joyful little boy that I knew," his mother said in the earlier interview.
When Karon and other D.C. students returned to the classrooms, it was at Brookland Middle School. Blake said she noticed her son began spending time with teens about three or four years older who she did not know, often at the Brookland recreation center. Karon, she said, seemed to be doing everything he could not to return to the house where he had spent so much time during the pandemic.
"I went down to that recreation center several times and told him to get home," Blake said.
In June 2022, according to juvenile records reviewed by The Washington Post, Karon was arrested for refusing to return a classmate's iPhone after borrowing it to go "live" on Instagram, and assaulting the same classmate after he refused to type in a passcode to unlock it. It was Karon's only criminal case, according to District juvenile records, and it was later dismissed after Karon agreed to adhere to various conditions as part of a court-ordered, four-month deferment program.
Karon was put on home detention and could only leave the house to attend school. Officials also put him on GPS monitoring via an ankle bracelet. But Karon often let the battery die on the monitor or managed to remove the device from his ankle so he could leave the house, his mother said.
Brian McDaniel, Blake's attorney, said his client was "doing the best she could with a young man who was becoming more of a young man than he was ready to become."
"He was moving quickly into young adulthood, and she was doing the best she could to keep him safe," McDaniel said.
Police photos shown at trial of Lewis's vehicle, a gray Audi, displayed damage to its windows that prosecutors attributed to Karon and two of his friends, who authorities said fled when Lewis began firing at the group. Karon was struck twice, they said.
In an interview before the trial began, Blake said she contended with questions about why her son was out allegedly breaking into cars at 4 a.m.
That did not justify his shooting, she said, adding, "I tried my best."
Lewis is the son of two retired Washington police officers, Roosevelt Lewis Jr., a former sergeant who retired in 1995, and Carolyn Lewis, who retired as an officer in 1989, a D.C. police spokesman said. Karon, Lewis's friends and co-workers say, was the type of teen Lewis spent his life trying to help with his programs.
"He dedicated his life to working with young people," said longtime District youth advocate Ron Moten. "That's what he did at the neighborhood rec center. Creating programs to keep our youth safe and off the streets."
From 2006 through 2010, while working for the Department of Parks and Recreation, Lewis volunteered at the Metro Teen AIDS program, teaching people between the ages of 13 and 25 about the importance of HIV testing. In 2009, he was awarded the "Community Hero of the Year" award from the organization, according to a biography on LinkedIn. Adam Tenner, former executive director of Metro Teen Aids, which is now part of Whitman-Walker Health, said Lewis facilitated HIV education via District recreation centers and was a "good partner," connecting HIV education to District youth.
For the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation, Lewis helped create a program called Late Night Hype -- a series of carnivals for young people with live performances by go-go bands, bounce houses and video game stations at recreation centers across the city, according to a former co-worker. He also helped create a summer program called Late Night Drip held at outdoor city pools, the person said. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) recently expanded the program and praised its success.
In 2018, Lewis formed the agency's inaugural law program for youth called Law & Order Teen Conference, his attorney said. The program was meant to teach about the criminal justice system and how to keep their neighborhoods safe from crime, according to a 2018 Department of Parks and Recreation press release.
It is unclear if Karon or Lewis knew each other or had ever come into contact with each other previously.
Blake said she went to bed the night of Jan. 6 believing that her son was asleep in his room. Around 11:30 the next morning, D.C. police called to tell her he was gone.
"He was a good boy," she said. "He was just trying to spread his wings faster than he should have."
Magda Jean-Louis contributed to this report.
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Prosecutors seek prison time for D.C. officers convicted in fatal chase
The fatal chase of Karon Hylton-Brown by D.C. officers resulted in convictions and civil unrest. U.S. prosecutors say the officers should get 18 years and 10 years.
By Paul Duggan | 2024-08-07

Karon Hylton-Brown was killed Oct. 23, 2020, when his rented moped crashed during a police chase that eventually led to criminal convictions for two D.C. police officers. (Courtesy of Khali Brown)


Prosecutors are seeking an 18-year prison term for one D.C. police officer and a 10-year sentence for another in connection with a 2020 vehicular chase that killed a young Black man on a moped and sparked destructive civil unrest by hundreds of demonstrators outside a city police station.
After weeks of trial testimony in 2022, a jury in U.S. District Court in Washington convicted Officer Terence Sutton of second-degree murder, conspiracy and obstructing justice in the death of 20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown, who crashed his rented moped during a pursuit that authorities said violated police policy and was illegally reckless.
In court documents filed Tuesday, prosecutors said Sutton should get an 18-year term and his co-defendant, Lt. Andrew Zabavsky, should be sentenced to 10 years. Zabavsky was found guilty of conspiracy and obstructing justice in what authorities said was an attempt to cover up the chase and the seriousness of the crash.
Sutton "murdered Karon Hylton-Brown by engaging him in a sustained, dangerous, unauthorized police pursuit that ended in a gruesome and fatal collision," assistant U.S. attorneys Elizabeth Aloi and Risa Berkower said in one of their filings. "As Hylton-Brown lay unconscious in the street in a pool of his own blood, Sutton and [Zabavsky] agreed to cover up what Sutton had done to prevent any further investigation of the incident."
Zabavsky was not directly charged in Hylton-Brown's death.

Police officers stand guard outside the 4th District station during the second night of protest against the death of Karon Hylton-Brown on Oct. 28, 2020. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)


The two officers, who have been free on bail throughout the case, are scheduled to be sentenced Sept. 10 and 11 by U.S. District Judge Paul L. Friedman. If they are given prison terms, prosecutors argued, they should be incarcerated immediately and not released pending any appeals.
Zabavsky's lawyer argued in a court filing Tuesday that his client should be sentenced only to probation. In a separate filing, Sutton's attorney, without recommending a specific sentence, said Sutton's punishment should be far less severe than what prosecutors are seeking. In the two-month trial, the defense lawyers argued that the chase was justified and that the officers did not seek to conceal the circumstances of Hylton-Brown's death.
In his filing, Zabavsky's attorney, Christopher Zampogna, cited "Zabavsky's long history of public service, his mother's need for a caretaker, and his susceptibility to abuse in prison." Sutton's lawyer, J. Michael Hannon, described Sutton as "universally respected and liked by the officers who worked alongside him," saying he was known for "his dedication, his friendly nature and his ability to defuse difficult situations."
The two attorneys also renewed arguments that they had made repeatedly, to no avail, in pretrial hearings, saying the case against their clients was legally flawed and should not have been prosecuted in federal court.
When the fatal chase occurred on the night of Oct. 23, 2020, Sutton, then 37, and Zabavsky, then 53, were veteran police officers working in the Brightwood Park neighborhood of Northwest D.C. The two men, both White, were suspended without pay after being indicted. Their current job status is "indefinite suspension without pay," the department said Wednesday.

Demonstrators protesting the death of Karon Hylton-Brown outside the 4th District station in Northwest Washington. (Clarence Williams/TWP)


Four nights after the incident, scores of protesters, irate over perceived police misconduct, massed outside the 4th District station in a demonstration that turned unruly. At a time of raw racial tensions nationwide following the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis the previous May, the crowd that evening broke windows of the station, smashed police cars and shouted epithets at officers, who countered by firing pepper pellets and stun grenades.
The three-minute chase, beginning at 10:08 p.m., followed a circuitous route in a four-block area of Brightwood Park, according to trial testimony. Hylton-Brown eventually darted out of an alley on the moped and crashed into a moving car. He was propelled into the air and landed on the pavement, suffering a catastrophic head injury.
Sutton, who was a member of the plainclothes crime suppression team, or CST, in the police department's 4th District, was pursuing Hylton-Brown in an unmarked car. They said Zabavsky, a CST supervisor, drove on parallel streets in a marked vehicle in an attempt to get ahead of Hylton-Brown and cut him off.
Prosecutors said Sutton chased Hylton-Brown because he was riding the moped erratically and without a helmet. Police policy bars an officer from pursuing a motorist because of a traffic violation. But defense lawyers argued that the officers were obligated to stop Hylton-Brown because, based on police intelligence, they had a reasonable suspicion that he intended to commit a crime in the neighborhood that night.
Sutton and Zabavsky did not immediately notify the department's major crash unit, as was required, nor did they interview any witnesses to the collision or secure the crash site for evidence collection, prosecutors said.
At the 4th District station that night, prosecutors said, the officers misled their shift commander by describing the crash as relatively insignificant, downplaying Hylton-Brown's injuries and omitting any mention of a chase.
Sutton also wrote an initial draft of a police report that gave a false account of what had happened, prosecutors said. They said the officers' goal was to forestall an in-depth investigation of the incident. The plan failed when Hylton-Brown's injuries proved to be fatal, prosecutors said.
"The conduct in this case is egregious," Aloi and Berkower wrote in one of their filings Tuesday, saying Sutton "needlessly caused the death of an unarmed civilian and then conspired with his supervisor to cover up his actions." In another filing, they said Zabavsky, in trying to conceal the incident, chose "loyalty to Sutton over his badge and honor."
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D.C. buildings official resigns after probe finds she had 2nd full-time job
Caroline Lian, deputy director of the Department of Buildings, held an undisclosed full-time job with Freddie Mac, a city report said.
By Meagan Flynn | 2024-08-08

D.C.'s municipal Wilson Building (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A top official at the D.C. Department of Buildings has resigned after an ethics probe found she was secretly working a separate full-time private-sector job on her city "telework" days -- violations that resulted in a $25,000 fine from a D.C. ethics board.
In addition, the official, DOB deputy director Caroline Lian, is a Falls Church City Council member -- and allegedly attended to council business also on D.C. time, according to the Aug. 1 report from the D.C. Board of Ethics and Government Accountability.
"The Department of Buildings has accepted the employee's resignation effective immediately and she is no longer employed by District government," a DOB spokesman said in a statement Wednesday in response to questions from The Washington Post. "The Department of Buildings is committed to our mission of serving DC residents, businesses, and visitors, and will be taking additional steps to ensure that all employees follow required practices."
Lian, who was the No. 2 ranking official at the Department of Buildings, was hired in October 2022 as the chief operating officer and promoted last year to deputy director at a salary of $175,000, the BEGA report says, putting her at the table for critical decision-making at the still-fledgling agency. The department handles code enforcement and building inspections across the city, among other roles.
But Lian apparently had lots more undisclosed responsibility on her plate.

Caroline Lian. (Falls Church City Government)


According to the BEGA's findings, Lian never shared on required financial disclosure forms that she was also working as a risk-management director at Freddie Mac, a major housing finance company where she made six figures. And while she did disclose her public position as a Falls Church legislator, the BEGA found that on more than 10 occasions Lian attended to city council business and meetings on D.C. work days without logging time off. She also underreported her compensation as a council member, which Lian told investigators was an error that she has since corrected.
"None of the above-referenced conduct was authorized by the District of Columbia," the BEGA's Office of Government Ethics wrote in the settlement agreement with Lian, who agreed with the BEGA's findings as part of the settlement.
Lian did not respond to an email or phone call seeking comment Wednesday.
Lian is the second D.C. employee in a top management position in recent months to be cited by the BEGA for working a separate full-time gig on city time. The D.C. Public Library's former HR director resigned in May after the BEGA found her additional full-time job in the private sector, plus a side job as a doula, periodically conflicted with city time. But unlike in Lian's case, the employee had listed the roles on her financial disclosure forms and publicly online. D.C. employees are allowed to have outside work as long as it is officially disclosed and does not interfere with their D.C. duties -- the violations at issue here.
According to the negotiated settlement, Lian worked a hybrid work schedule at DOB, typically coming into the office on Mondays and Fridays while teleworking Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
At Freddie Mac, she also worked a hybrid schedule -- the opposite one, in which she came into the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, according to the BEGA.
BEGA investigators wrote that Lian performed "essential work functions on [Freddie Mac's] behalf during the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, in direct conflict with her DOB tour of duty."
Lian was hired at Freddie Mac in 2015, the report says. While she was running for Falls Church City Council, she publicly discussed that job and how it shaped her affordable housing policy platform.
But if not in financial disclosure forms, it is unclear how or whether the job came up when she was joining D.C. government. Months after taking public office in Falls Church as a council member, which is a part-time position with a salary of $9,200, she was hired at the Department of Buildings,  just as the new agency launched. The agency was created after lawmakers split the D.C. Department of Consumer Regulatory Affairs into two agencies, including DOB, putting Lian in a top position at a time of significant change.
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) tapped Brian Hanlon in May 2023 to take over the nascent agency, amid challenges with building code enforcement and construction inspections that Hanlon and his leadership team were expected to improve.
DOB spokespeople did not respond to questions about whether anyone at DOB, including Hanlon, knew about Lian's Freddie Mac job. The mayor of Falls Church didn't immediately respond to a message left Wednesday.
A spokesperson at Freddie Mac said Lian is no longer employed there.
There is virtually no public information about Lian's role at the Department of Buildings easily findable on the internet, and she is listed as an independent consultant on her LinkedIn page, which may not be up to date. Her city employment can be located only by searching a public database of D.C. employees and in a D.C. Council DOB performance oversight document, which includes an organizational chart listing Lian's name.
It's unclear how Lian was juggling the various responsibilities. Bowser announced in January a new Districtwide telework policy limiting telework to one day per week, and it's unclear how or whether that affected Lian's hybrid schedules. DOB spokespeople did not answer questions about the telework policy or specify what steps will be taken to make sure employees are following city guidelines.
Under the BEGA settlement, Lian was required to pay $17,000 upfront by Aug. 2, and the rest will come out of her remaining paycheck or unused leave.
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PM Update: Spotty downpours through tonight, and more rain likely Thursday
A few locations could pick up a couple inches of rain through morning. This may cause at least localized flooding. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-08-07
Yesterday I wrote that it was the last day of 90s for a while. Then it reached the 90s today. Weather forecasting keeps one humble. Rather than proclaim it again today -- it does seem 80s are ahead -- we'll focus on an equally tricky outlook, which is the one for rain related to Debby. Some downpours that developed this afternoon should linger in hit-or-miss fashion tonight. The main swath of rain from Debby starts working our way tomorrow.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Isolated to scattered showers and storms persist through the evening and probably deeper into the night. Expect about a quarter-inch to a half-inch of rain, on average, where it rains, but some locations could pick up a few inches quickly. Patchy fog may also develop as soon as early tonight, with temperatures ranging from about 70 to 75.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Clouds are probably more numerous than we saw at times today. This, plus an east wind off the ocean, should ensure that we stay somewhat cooler, with highs in the mid-80s or so. Occasional showers at least are a good bet, with the frontal boundary nearby and Debby moving this way from the south. Rain associated with the circulation center probably mainly holds off until after dark and into Friday.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Pre-Debby rains: More than one wave of isolated to scattered downpours may move by tonight into the first half of Thursday. Rainfall rates of 1 to 2 inches per hour could be common with any stronger activity. If multiple storms pass, totals can quickly escalate.
While the details of timing and location -- from the HRRR weather model -- are basically an educated guess, it highlights the potential for hefty precipitation tallies in some locations by midday Thursday. It also hints at the risk for at least a couple areas of flooding popping up. When coming across high water, turn around, don't drown.

One-hour rainfall rates of 1 to 2 inches per hour could be common with any storms tonight and early Thursday. (weatherbell.com) 
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Watchdog: Too many D.C. Metro trains are run by exhausted (or drunk) drivers
The report from the Metro safety watchdog highlights the issue of exhausted and drunk drivers on Metro trains and urges rule changes.
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-08-07

A train arrives at Metro Center on Nov. 29, 2018. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post)


The after-action report from the D.C. Metro's safety watchdog describes a train acting a lot like its operator -- drunk, tired, confused. Early on the morning of Sept. 10, an Orange Line train staggered east from Eastern Market, skipping some stations and lingering halfway into others, turning its lights on and off, on a two-hour jaunt that ended with an intervention at Vienna by Metro Transit Police.
The driver, according to the report, had come off work the night before, drank some alcohol, then slept an hour or two before reporting back to work for a 5:45 a.m. overtime shift for which he thought -- mistakenly -- he would not be running a train. The Washington Metrorail Safety Commission, citing that incident and others, is exploring whether it has the power to force Metro to change its rules related to employee fatigue, a subject of contention between workers and the agency for years.
"There's nothing in place to keep a train operator from working as many consecutive days as he wants," Robert Lauby, a member of the safety board, said at a meeting Tuesday. Until that's resolved, he said, "we still have the risk of a collision."
Metro has not suffered a fatal crash since 2009, but the watchdog said close calls are on the rise. Last year, nine trains overran red lights meant to prevent collisions, according to the safety commission; so far this year, 11 have.
According to the Federal Transit Administration, public transit is the only mode of transportation that has no standard for how much rest workers must get between shifts. That may change with rules proposed last year.
Lauby and other members of the safety commission agreed that they could not wait for the federal government to act. "Rules take forever," Lauby said at the meeting, and "can be changed very quickly" depending on who controls the White House.
Several recent close calls involved trains that stopped less than 400 feet apart -- the length of a six-car train. One of those incidents was just a couple weeks ago and involved two trains on the same track at Dupont Circle. In one incident in November, two trains came within 150 feet of colliding at Huntington because of a misaligned switch; the operator of the moving train stopped only because he saw headlights in front of him.
The supervisor who put the switch in the wrong direction was working his 11th consecutive day, a mix of day and overnight shifts, according to the safety report. One incident investigated by the group involved a train operator working his 18th consecutive day.
Metro mandates that workers get eight hours off every 16 hours; for controllers, it is every 12 hours. But that break is meant to cover all out-of-work activity, including commuting, leaving many transit employees with only a few hours of sleep between shifts. Metro tried to implement longer breaks in 2014 but ended up losing a court battle over those changes with the union that represents most transit workers.
The union and Metro are in contract negotiations again. A Metro spokesperson said that the agency is "in full support" of federal standards after "several arbitration and court decisions limiting our ability to be prescriptive about the number of hours front-line employees can work."
But board members also criticized Metro for failing to follow rules that would screen out overtired or intoxicated workers, for allowing operators who had failed safety requirements to keep working and for not including familiarity with the station landscape in training. In at least two incidents, the commission said, the train operators had never before seen the station where a collision almost occurred. Metro is piloting a terrain familiarization program.
"The safety of riders and workers are among our highest priorities," a union spokesperson said, adding that they are "thoughtfully reviewing the concerns raised" and will review them at their next safety meeting with Metro management.
The driver of the Orange Line train involved in the September incident, after refusing a sobriety test and fighting with police, chose early retirement, according to the oversight report. The safety commission recently subpoenaed Metro for drug and alcohol testing data systemwide; Metro says that that information is audited by federal authorities.
Metro stopped using automatic train control after the 2009 crash. The agency aims to switch back this year but needs approval from the safety committee, which has raised concerns about maintenance of automated systems as well. Automatic train control would have made it possible to stop the rogue Orange Line train remotely, the safety board said.
Tuesday's board meeting also covered a review of a derailment near Reagan National Airport in September. The cause was a railcar brake disc that had fallen off one of the oldest trains in the system, according to the investigation; Metro had not been properly checking the tightness of those discs.
Meanwhile, Metro is now allowing trains to go 35 mph through work zones, up from 15 mph. An audit from the safety commission released last week said there have also been several concerning close calls involving repair workers on train tracks in recent months.
"This sounds like a step backward," Commission Chairman Chris Hart said. "This is making life more dangerous rather than less dangerous for the roadway workers."
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Debby to bring heavy rain and tornado risk to D.C. area Friday
About 1.5 to 4 inches of rain is probable, ending Friday night.
By Ian Livingston, Jeffrey Halverson | 2024-08-08

(Ian Livingston)


Tropical Storm Debby -- which has drenched areas from Florida to southeast North Carolina -- is readying for its final act. Its remnants are poised to sweep through the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast between Thursday and Saturday morning, bringing potential for considerable flooding.
As it comes through the D.C. area Friday, it could produce multiple weather hazards. The primary threats are heavy rain and the potential for scattered flooding -- both because of heavy downpours and water pushed up the tidal Potomac and Chesapeake Bay along western-facing shores. There is also the chance of gusty winds and a few tornadoes in the region.
The National Weather Service office serving the D.C. region is warning of "a prolonged period of moderate to heavy rainfall over a 24-36-hour period starting later Thursday night into Friday." About 1.5 to 4 inches seems most likely, with higher amounts in the mountains to the west.
The Weather Service has placed much of the region under a Level 2 out of 4 risk for excessive rainfall Friday.
Flood watches will probably be issued shortly, despite an ongoing drought. While areas of flooding are possible from this event, it will probably end up being beneficial overall because of the potential drought relief.

Areas at risk from flooding as Debby's remnants move northward. (Weather Prediction Center)


What makes the setup and evolution particularly challenging is the deep tropical moisture that will be interacting with a front draped through the Mid-Atlantic and an approaching jet stream disturbance out of the Great Lakes at the same time. The location and intensity of this interaction will influence location, intensity and duration of heavy rain, as well as the location and timing of tornado potential.

(Ian Livingston)


Downpours may dot the region Wednesday afternoon and evening in the tropical environment ahead of Debby and in the vicinity of a front stalled in the region. Odds of rain should increase Thursday as the storm center draws nearer.
In general, when the remnants of a tropical storm begin interacting with approaching jet stream energy from the west, the heaviest rainfall tends to shift to the north and west of the remnant storm center. The D.C. area should be in this zone Thursday night into Friday, getting a soaking.
During Friday, the immediate D.C. area will probably end up east of the storm center, where a more unstable air mass may prevail by the afternoon. The rains at that time should turn more intermittent but potentially very heavy.
While about 2 to 4 inches seems most likely, the mountains to the west could see much higher totals along their east-facing slopes, past 6 inches and perhaps as much as 12 inches. Heavy rain is likely to come to a quick end late Friday night or early Saturday, as the jet stream picks up the remnant circulation and whisks it rapidly off to the northeast.

Model comparison for precipitation from Debby and associated rainfall. (StormVistaWxModels.com)


Models continue to suggest the heaviest rain event in months for the region. While Debby and its remnants have so far moved slowly, it will be picking up speed as it passes, which should limit amounts somewhat.
An average of computer model forecasts suggest around 3.5 inches for D.C., with 3 to 4 inches common across most of the area. Here are what various models project:
Because the storm center will pass west of Washington, it would not be surprising if amounts were more toward the lower end of forecasts, especially near and east of Interstate 95.
After the region absorbs a needed rainfall, a sun-filled Saturday and Sunday seem likely. This is good news for fans of nice weather on the weekend.
Some showers could linger a couple of hours after sunrise Saturday, especially east and northeast of the District. Otherwise, clearing should be pretty rapid as the storm moves away, and drier air comes in behind a weak cold front. Highs both days could shoot for the mid-80s.
Tropical cyclone remnants that move inland often generate tornadoes, particularly east and northeast of the storm center. This is where turning low-level winds tend to be strongest. There is also a lot of curvature to the winds at different layers.
It's a bit early to locate the zone of highest tornado risk on Friday, but the Weather Service's Storm Prediction Center is highlighting a Level 1 out of 5 risk between Virginia's Northern Neck and New York City, including the eastern part of the D.C. area.
The degree and location of coastal flooding depends strongly on storm track. Given the expected track of Debby's center passing well west of the Chesapeake Bay and tidal Potomac, this will create prolonged onshore flow with winds from the east and southeast. High water levels are likely to focus along the western bank of the Chesapeake Bay and tidal Potomac.
Weather Service forecasters expect the Annapolis area has the highest chance of reaching moderate levels of flooding late Friday.

The GFS weather model shows the potential for very strong winds a few thousand feet off the ground as the remnants of Debby pass to the west Friday afternoon. (WeatherBell)


No widespread threat for wind damage is anticipated from Debby's remnants in the area. Locations right on the bay and the Atlantic coast could see gusts up to about 40 or 45 mph. Locally, wind gusts are mainly 20 to 30 mph at peak, with isolated spots maybe gusting higher.
Jason Samenow and Wes Junker contributed to this report.
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Recall campaigns against two D.C. lawmakers falling short as deadlines near
Major hurdles remain for both recall efforts against council members Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) and Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1).
By Meagan Flynn, Michael Brice-Saddler | 2024-08-07

Ward 6 resident Angelique Dorazio and D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) speak about the recall campaign against Allen at Dorazio's Capitol Hill home on July 27. (Meagan Flynn/The Washington Post)


He needed little introduction.
In Capitol Hill, few can go for an evening stroll without encountering D.C. Council member Charles Allen's name. Hundreds of yard signs either call for Allen's ouster or herald his record. Mailers and fliers either blame him for last year's crime spike or credit his work to keep Ward 6 safe. The D.C. Police Union even set up a mobile billboard: "Upset about rampant crime on the Hill? Thank Charles Allen & the D.C. Council," it said.
"I see your name everywhere," Amy Buice told Allen (D-Ward 6) as he knocked on doors on Duncan Street NE recently.
That was why he was here, Allen said. "There's a small but loud group trying to overturn your most recent election here in Ward 6. It's a very misguided effort," Allen said -- but "we don't want to take anything for granted."
"Please don't sign a petition if you see one," he added.
It was Allen's closing message as a petition effort to recall him from office entered its final weeks -- one of two simultaneously targeting Allen and council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) over crime, pointing to various council policies they led or supported.
In an otherwise slow election year, the dual recall efforts arguably became D.C.'s spiciest political campaigns -- one of the more unusual phenomena to grip D.C. politics in recent years. In D.C., while recall campaigns have had some success against advisory neighborhood commissioners, no council member or higher-office holder has ever been recalled.
But with deadlines coming into focus, it's become clearer that major hurdles remain for both recall efforts: While organizers remain hopeful, Recall Allen is hundreds of petition signatures shy of the threshold to qualify for the ballot, as signature gatherers go into overdrive with just days to go before the Aug. 12 deadline. Recall Nadeau organizers, meanwhile, acknowledged serious challenges ahead of their Oct. 1 deadline. And two anti-recall counter-campaigns have significantly outraised the recallers, according to July 31 campaign finance filings.
Still, leaders of the recall effort say their campaigns have had the intended impact, regardless of the final outcome -- creating a space for neighbors with concerns about crime while upping the pressure on city lawmakers.
"Even if it's big or small, we know we did have an impact, especially in the community," said Diana Alvarez, leader of the Ward 1 recall effort in a recent interview.

A recall campaign against council member Brianne K. Nadeau (D-Ward 1) has so far fallen short of the required number of petition signatures. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Allen and Nadeau said in interviews that while residents' concerns around crime are legitimate, they stand by their legislative actions and pushes for police reform in recent years -- rejecting any notion they are anti-police.
But still, Allen spent his time door-knocking, not wanting to take a chance. And Nadeau acknowledged that pushback from some Ward 1 residents in recent years on her rhetoric around public safety has caused her to think more critically about how to best communicate with them.
"Some people need me to say, 'I also support the police and work with them every day to keep our community safe,' while also recognizing they can't solve all our issues," Nadeau said. "And also, no one council member can solve this issue. I wish I could -- I would have by now."
The recall efforts, which launched in January and February, leaned into fears about violent crime, which escalated in 2023 as homicides reached a quarter-century high.
In the 2022 Democratic primary, violent crime was a core issue for Ward 1, which includes the U Street nightlife corridor that some neighbors point to as attracting or contributing to crime. Nadeau's two challengers attacked her record on public safety and policing, frequently accusing her of not supporting the police, an attack Nadeau calls misinformation. She won with about 48 percent of the vote.
Recall supporters have railed against Allen's role in the 2020 $15 million police budget cut while pointing to several policies he led as chairman of the judiciary committee and that Nadeau voted for. Those policies include the criminal code overhaul blocked by Congress; amending the Youth Rehabilitation Act to allow people up to age 24 to be eligible for lenient sentencing (Allen has pointed to data showing the policy is associated with reduced recidivism); and expanding the Second Look Act to allow certain prisoners to petition for reduced sentences.
Allen has defended his work on the committee and budgeting decisions in 2020 as evidence-driven, and both lawmakers point to recent efforts to boost police recruitment while funding the police budget at over a half-billion dollars per year.
If the policies were an issue, Allen questioned why no one challenged him over them in the 2022 election, which he won with 94 percent of the vote after running unopposed in the primary. "If somebody in this group wants to run for the job, if they think they can do it better, do it different, have the courage to put your name on a ballot," Allen said.
Still, for some residents in Ward 6, the recall arguments have been compelling. Just north of Lincoln Park, neighbors on 12 and 13th streets NE said they have been shaken over the past couple of years by numerous carjackings -- one attempted in broad daylight -- and a homicide on Tennessee Avenue.
Cindy Von Kannon had lived on the Hill for more than 40 years -- through the crack epidemic and the "murder capital" days -- but only in recent years had she started to feel unsafe. "It's almost surreal, the way crime has escalated," she said.
The now-retired Democratic political organizer said she had voted for Allen multiple times -- but said he lost her on several criminal justice policies. The criminal code overhaul? "Nuts," Von Kannon said. Legislation allowing certain 22-to-24-year-olds to be eligible for lenient sentencing? "Absolutely insane," she said.
"He's shown no accountability for any of this," Von Kannon said.
A few blocks away, Jennie Allen (no relation) said she believed the pandemic, not Allen or the council, was most responsible for the crime uptick. "I think horrible things happened during the pandemic," she said. "And part of the results of that was higher crime. And I don't think that has anything to do with Charles Allen or what he's done."
On the colorful Ward 1 block of Westminster Street NW, just south of U Street, longtime resident Paul O'Neill is among the few homes in the area boasting a recall sign. He points to data from the past year that shows his street lies within a geographical area that is among the most violent in the city. "If Nadeau says she's working on the problem, she's not working it hard enough," said O'Neill.
Nadeau said she hears from many constituents who "still don't feel safe" -- a major hurdle for city leaders even as crime falls, she said.
Organizers of the Nadeau recall were clear-eyed about their prospects for success: With less than 70 days until the deadline, they had just 2,000 out of the 5,400 signatures they needed.
"We may have underestimated how tough it was going to be," Diana Alvarez, the recall organizer, acknowledged in mid-July. "But it was done from a very honest place in our heart, which is that we wanted things to get better."
Alvarez said it wasn't easy to manage the effort with full-time work and other responsibilities. And the group wasn't always equipped to handle certain questions from residents, like who should replace Nadeau. "It was a question that I really didn't have an answer to," Alvarez said.
While the decrease in crime has not softened the Recall Allen campaign's belief that Allen and the council need to respond more forcefully to crime -- "it's a little bit like saying it snowed in Texas so climate change is okay," said Rich Masters, a Recall Allen organizer -- they also admit: Petition signatures slowed down. They collected 5,289 out of the required roughly 6,200 as of Aug 1.
To Tommy Wells, the former Ward 6 council member and Allen's chief recall defender, the drop in crime underscored how "silly" the recall attempt has been. "We have not taken credit for the decrease in crime, because that's as silly as taking credit for the increase in crime," said Wells, who has repeatedly framed the recall as an antidemocratic attempt by MAGA extremists to overturn an election -- infuriating the recall's Democratic organizers.
Still, the recall organizers see a silver lining, believing that they forced intense conversations about public safety policy in D.C. and put public officials on notice.
"The recall effort at the end of the day -- whether we get there or not -- has already succeeded in sending a loud signal to the Wilson building," Masters said, "that you better get serious about this, that you can't just pass policies that provide leniency for criminals and at the same time decimate the police force."
Asked how or if the recall had affected his thinking on criminal justice reform, Allen said it had not -- he argued his approach had been "very consistent" in all the policy decisions he had made. "When violence happens, I want to see accountability for that. And I also want to see a fair system of justice. Those things are not at odds with one another."
He admitted the attacks stung at first. But as he finished an hour of door-knocking Saturday, in which he encountered no recall supporters, the council member appeared buoyed by the conviction that he had far more support than opposition.
Returning to his bike, Allen asked a council staffer, who was volunteering on his personal time, to take down an address: The last woman he spoke to asked for a yard sign.
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Longtime D.C. school budget guru, education advocate Mary Levy dies at 82
A former civil rights lawyer, Mary Levy studied public school budgets for more than 40 years -- making her one of the most trusted experts on education finance in the city.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-08-07

Mary Levy and Jim Ford offer their perspectives on the "weighted student formula" policy for the school system in 1999. (Gerald Martineau/The Washington Post)


When Mary Levy came to D.C. Council budget hearings, she often started her testimony with the same words.
"I'm Mary Levy," she said while appearing on video at an April meeting, introducing herself even though many watching already knew her. "And I've studied the D.C. budget for almost 45 years."
Levy, a former civil rights lawyer and longtime school budget analyst, had been a fixture at these hearings for years -- one of few minds that could unravel complicated budgets that education advocates have described as opaque and confusing. She died at her Northwest Washington home on July 31 from complications with uterine cancer that had metastasized, said her youngest daughter, Rachel Levy.
The 82-year-old was known in D.C. education circles as a trusted source to parent-teacher organizations, city council members, and leaders in traditional public and charter schools alike.
"Mary arguably understood [D.C. Public Schools] better than anyone else in this city," Council Chairman Phil Mendelson (D) wrote in a recent social media post. "A respected leader in the fight for better schools, for decades she held the trust of Councilmembers. She will be missed."
But long before Levy compiled spreadsheets that told parents if their child's school was shedding teachers, she studied Semitic languages. She earned a PhD in linguistics from the University of Michigan in 1971.
"She wasn't just gifted with statistics or with numbers, she was very gifted with language. But a lot of people didn't know that," Rachel Levy said. "She relaxed by reading literature in the original language."
Levy moved to D.C. with her husband, Ed, in 1967, but couldn't immediately find a job, Rachel Levy said. She enrolled in law school at George Washington University -- embarking on a decades-long career that would help usher in a new level of accountability for the public schools. As a civil rights attorney, Levy worked on cases related to unequal funding in schools, including lawsuits in New York and Maryland to get more money allocated in urban and rural districts.
"She's just such an intellectual force," said Dina Levy, Mary's oldest daughter. "She registered for law school when I was 2 years old and she was pregnant with my sister and graduated" near the top of her class. She recalled conversations with her mom about literature and the matriarch's tradition of gifting everyone a book for Christmas.
By 1980, Rachel and Dina were students at what was then Hyde Elementary School. At the time, D.C.'s public education system was facing staff quality issues, poor performance and funding problems, said Rod Boggs, the executive director of the Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs from 1971 to 2016.
Then-Mayor Marion Barry called for drastic cuts that would slash millions of dollars from the public school system, a move that coalesced parents across the city, Boggs said. Along with the Washington Lawyers' Committee -- which had already been providing legal assistance to low-income parents in Southeast Washington -- the concerned families formed an advocacy group called Parents United, Boggs said.

Levy, photographed in 1996, used data analysis to keep watch on the D.C. Public Schools budget. (Aris Economopoulos/The Washington Post)


Levy, already active in her daughters' PTA and working as a lawyer in private practice, took on the job of analyzing school budgets, Boggs said. She wrote dozens of high-profile reports that showed D.C. teachers and principals were underpaid compared with their peers in the Maryland suburbs, detailed inadequate school funding and exposed thousands of fire code violations in public schools -- the last of which led to litigation and repairs.
"Those problems have been greatly alleviated because of, bottom line, work that Mary Levy did before," Boggs said. "In many ways, Mary was an unsung hero in the education reform movement."
In a 2022 interview with Boggs, Levy recalled how diverse families across the city rallied together at the time. It gave parents a sense of agency, she said.
Rachel Levy said the lesson rubbed off: "My mom taught me you don't just advocate for your kid, you look at the system and you look at the structures."

Levy speaks at a news conference in 2013 after the filing of a lawsuit against the D.C. government seeking an injunction against the closure of 15 public schools. (Brendan Hoffman/Getty Images)


Levy was diagnosed with uterine cancer in 2020, Dina Levy said. She underwent treatment in 2023 -- nevertheless, she couldn't sit still.
Levy had always passed the time with crossword puzzles and sudoku and continued to do so for as long as she could, said Rachel Levy. When Levy was unable to read, she listened to podcasts. This was a woman who, on top of working full time and raising two girls, knitted, sewed and taught herself recipes from India and Mexico.
Dina Levy said her mom's health seemed to decline around the holidays but, by January, she was on the mend. Rachel Levy recalled her mom saying she was better "just in time for budget season."
In April, Mary Levy appeared on-screen during a council hearing to share her findings on teacher cuts, rising costs for schools and the size of the district's central office. "Despite the council's central office [full-time employee] cuts last year, the bureaucracy this year is bigger than ever," she said. "Eight hundred sixty-two full-time employee positions for people who do not provide direct services to schools or otherwise for students."
D.C. Public Schools' central office houses services including human resources and curriculum development but also some school-based services such as providing substitute teachers.
Levy often worked with Betsy Wolf, a D.C. public school parent and education researcher. They combed through budget data this spring and shared their findings on Wolf's blog, offering answers to parents' most urgent questions: Is my child's school getting enough money? Why is my neighborhood school losing teachers? How are schools actually being funded?
Wolf praised Levy's work to help make the budget process easier to understand for families.
"What you want to know is how many staff are being cut, and that's not what DCPS gives you. It takes a ton of work and data cleaning and data manipulation to get the questions that you want to answer," Wolf said. "We won't know as much as we did without her."
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Prince George's voters choose candidates to fill at-large council seat
Jolene Ivey (D) and Michael Riker (R) emerge as the apparent top choices to fill the seat left vacant by former council member Mel Franklin (D).
By Lateshia Beachum | 2024-08-07

Campaign signs outside Non-Traditional Program on Tuesday in Suitland, Md. (Lateshia Beachum/The Washington Post)


Prince George's County voters appear to have selected District 5 council member Jolene Ivey (D) and Michael Riker (R) to face off for the vacant at-large council seat, according to unofficial results.
More than 18,000 people cast their votes, picking from a crowded field of Democrats and Republicans who were vying to fill the position left open by the departure of former council member Mel Franklin (D). Franklin resigned in June after nearly 14 years of service on the body. His departure was soon followed by charges from the Office of the Maryland State Prosecutor for allegedly embezzling at least $130,000 of his campaign funds to pay for personal expenses.
Franklin's exit kicked off a process for his replacement. Four Republicans and nine Democrats put in bids for the seat, with one Democrat later pulling out of the race. The candidates included Bowie Mayor Tim Adams (D) and past and current delegates.
Results posted by the State Board of Elections show Ivey clinching about 49 percent of the Democratic vote and Riker grabbing 47 percent of the Republican vote.
Michael Bonds, 30, said he felt it was his civic duty to vote  Tuesday at Thomas S. Stone Elementary in Mount Rainier despite his disappointment in the circumstances that caused the special election, referring to Franklin's charges.
Bonds, a Hyattsville resident, said he cast his vote in favor of Adams because his win would not necessitate another special election compared to Ivey. The two, Bonds said, had little differences between them but the cost to the county was a serious consideration.
A special election would be needed for Ivey to fill her District 5 seat, costing the county with a tight budget more money. The Board of Election told The Washington Post that costs for the special election would be provided upon the conclusion of the election and canvassing process.
Olivia Monahan, 35, deposited her mail-in ballot for Adams at the drop box outside the same school. Monahan said while the Ivey family has been deeply involved in politics, she has not been satisfied with the stance Jolene Ivey's husband, Rep. Glenn F. Ivey (D), has taken on Israel, noting that some activists have asked him to change his position. Plus, Monahan said, Ivey already has a position on the council where she should be able to have an impact on people in her district.

Jolene Ivey at-large campaign sign at a Suitland voting location. (Lateshia Beachum/The Washington Post)


In a different part of the county, freelance marketing consultant Courtland Daverne, 24, cast his ballot for Ivey and cited her visibility as one of his reasons. Ivey is a constant presence throughout the county, demonstrating her commitment to constituents and hearing their concerns, Daverne said.
Devron Elliott, 36, a federal government employee who resides in Suitland, said one of his mentees is an intern for Ivey. However, he said, his decision to give her his vote was solidified by Ivey's endorsement from County Executive Angela Alsobrooks (D), who is running for Senate.
Winners of Tuesday's primary will compete in the November general election for a chance to complete the last two years of Franklin's term. Prince George's County is mostly Democratic, leaving Riker with a tough fight to secure the seat.
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U.S. track and field has an epic night on tap at Paris Olympics 
With Stade de France as a stage, U.S. track envisions a blockbuster night starring Noah Lyles, Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone and Grant Holloway.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-08-08

Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone has her eyes on breaking her own world record in the 400-meter hurdles, but she could get a push from Femke Bol of the Netherlands. (Michael Steele/Getty Images)


SAINT-DENIS, France -- In the span of 75 furious minutes Thursday night, over the course of three races lasting a total of 82 seconds or so, the long history of American track and field may reach a new pinnacle.
There are single performances (Michael Johnson, Atlanta, 1996) and full Olympic programs (Jesse Owens, Berlin, 1936; Wilma Rudolph, Rome, 1960; Carl Lewis, Los Angeles, 1984) that own darn-near untouchable places in the annals. But there probably has never been a constellation of American athletes to grace an Olympic track in back-to-back-to-back succession like the one Stade de France will witness Thursday night.
In an Olympic meet the United States has owned, the climax is about to arrive. At 8:30 p.m. local time, Noah Lyles will try to win the second of three -- or could it be four? -- Paris Olympics gold medals, this one in the 200 meters, his signature event. At 9:25, Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone will glide in the 400 hurdles, in which breaking her own world record has become a ritual. At 9:45, in the night's finale, Grant Holloway will attempt to win his first Olympic gold in the 110 hurdles, a race in which he has flirted with the world record for three dominant years.
It's a marquee USA Track & Field would dream up: three likely gold medals and two possible world records, wrapped in the showmanship of Lyles, the regality of McLaughlin-Levrone and the mastery of Holloway.
The sound check provided a surprise. Lyles finished second to Botswanan Letsile Tebogo on Wednesday in his 200-meter semifinal, his first loss at the distance since the Tokyo Olympics. Lyles never reached top gear and slowed in the final 20 meters, crossing in 20.08 seconds, content to conserve energy for the final rather than chase Tebogo. Lyles's coach, Lance Brauman, said Lyles was "fine" physically. Lyles proved in the 100 that he can win after a preliminary yawn. The result, though, will affect his lane position for the final.
NBC analyst Ato Boldon has been to nine Summer Olympics, four as a sprinter representing Trinidad and Tobago and five as a broadcaster. His standout night came on "Super Saturday" during London 2012, when Britain's Mo Farah (5,000), Greg Rutherford (long jump) and Jessica Ennis (heptathlon) won gold medals across 45 minutes, creating a sound that nearly knocked down Olympic Stadium.
"That's considered the greatest sports night in British history," Boldon said. "This is going to match it."
It starts with Lyles's historic pursuit. Coming off his exhilarating victory in the 100 and aiming for his second gold, he will be a massive favorite in a race he had won 27 consecutive times before Wednesday. The United States also will be a heavy favorite in the 4x100 relay Friday, when Lyles presumably will run the third leg, allowing him to accelerate around the curve.
Boldon, as savvy and plugged-in as anyone in track and field, does not believe Lyles's Olympics will end there.
"If Noah gets three golds, do you think USA Track & Field is going to sit him in the stands to watch the 4x400?" Boldon said. "Because I don't."
Lyles raised the idea of four golds last year, but most interpreted it as bluster given his lack of experience at 400 meters. Even he dismissed the idea last week. Given the possibility of a fourth gold, Lyles's decision to run a U.S. leg of the 4x400 relay at the world indoor championships in March carries fresh intrigue. The men's 4x400 will be run Saturday night, the penultimate event at Stade de France.
"If he leaves here with four gold medals, to me he goes into American history with Jesse, Carl and Michael," Boldon said. "How could he not?"
McLaughlin-Levrone, voted a captain by U.S. teammates, already owns a piece of that history. Like Swedish pole vault maestro Armand "Mondo" Duplantis, McLaughlin-Levrone hovers above her competition. She has broken the world record five times since 2021, at every national or global competition she has been healthy. She lowered it to 50.65 seconds at June's U.S. trials on a day she expected to run in the 50.80s.
"The world record is gone," Boldon said. "Sydney hasn't broken her pattern since 2021."
This time, McLaughlin-Levrone may have to. Last month, Dutchwoman Femke Bol destroyed a 400 hurdles field in 50.95 seconds, a time just 0.30 behind McLaughlin-Levrone's record that made Bol the second-fastest 400 hurdler ever. Bol has focused her training on a more aggressive first 200 meters, and she showcased her all-time kick with an epic anchor-leg comeback that gave the Netherlands gold in the 4x400 mixed relay.
"Bol is going to be a lot closer than people think," Boldon said.

Grant Holloway has been dominant since a rare misstep cost him a gold medal in Tokyo. (Pawel Kopczynski/Reuters)


She and McLaughlin-Levrone could cook up a replica of the men's 400 hurdles final in Tokyo, when American Rai Benjamin broke Norwegian Karsten Warholm's world record but finished second as Warholm shattered it by a greater margin in the lane next to him.
"We know it's going to take a world record," McLaughlin-Levrone said.
Holloway, too, knows about sour silver medals. In Tokyo, a month after he came within 0.01 seconds of the world record in a U.S. Olympic trials semifinal heat, Holloway stormed to a massive lead in the 110 hurdles final. He landed awkwardly over the seventh hurdle, lost the lead, watched Jamaican Hansle Parchment cross the line first and took silver.
Holloway has dominated since, winning the past two world championships to give him three in his career. Fellow U.S. athletes view Holloway as one of the best at what he does; they voted him team captain. He will launch another assault on Aries Merritt's world record of 12.80 seconds Thursday, a day after a blowout semifinal victory in 12.98. Holloway, as charismatic of a performer as there is at Stade de France, is thinking only about the one prize he does not have.
"You guys think about Tokyo a lot, but we're in Paris," Holloway said. "I'm looking forward to continuing to show the great form that I'm in. ... Everybody is talking about a world record. If it comes, it comes. The first thing we have to take care of is winning."
Holloway will be the final American star on the track Thursday night. He may be riding a wave of noise from the races preceding him. If Stade de France roared during an opening morning of qualifiers, how will it sound after consecutive performances from three all-time athletes in their discipline?
"It's electric right now," said Jasmine Jones, who will run alongside McLaughlin-Levrone in the 400 hurdles final. "That night is going to be completely magical."
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Americans are dominating Olympic track and field. They're not done yet.
U.S. track and field athletes have won 19 medals, six of them gold, at the Paris Games. No other country has more than six total medals.
By Rick Maese | 2024-08-08

On an action-packed Wednesday night at Stade de France, American Kenneth Rooks earned a thrilling silver medal in the men's 3,000-meter steeplechase. (Stephanie Lecocq/Reuters)


SAINT-DENIS, France -- A track and field meet is not for the slow and inattentive. Different events are being waged at every corner of the stadium, with athletes leaping, running and throwing, and the Olympics' entire five-ring circus keeps spectators' heads spinning.
But no matter where one looks at Stade de France during this Olympic meet, they're sure to see one thing: Americans winning.
The United States picked up three more medals during an action-packed Wednesday night -- Quincy Hall's gold in the 400 meters, Katie Moon's silver in the pole vault and Kenneth Rooks's thrilling second-place finish in the 3,000-meter steeplechase -- and is putting on a dominant showing here.
"It has been really inspiring," Rooks said. "It's been electric."
American track and field athletes have hauled in 19 medals, six of them gold. No other country has more than six total medals or more than two golds. The U.S. track and field team needs only one more gold to match the seven it won in 2021, and it is creeping up on its 26-medal total from Tokyo.

U.S. pole vaulter Katie Moon, a gold medalist in Tokyo, claimed silver in Paris. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


And perhaps just as noteworthy, the American men, who failed to find the top of the podium once in the track events at the Tokyo Olympics, have already won three gold medals here. With Noah Lyles racing the 200 meters and Grant Holloway the 110-meter hurdles Thursday, more are likely on the way.
Six days into the nine-day meet at Stade de France, the U.S. athletes say they're feeding off their teammates' successes, whether they're watching from the stands, in the call room or back in the Olympic Village. Rai Benjamin, who goes for gold Friday in the 400-meter hurdles, watched Lyles win the 100-meter race Sunday with other U.S. athletes. "It was bananas in there after," he said.
"I feel it's like a subconscious thing where we're just feeding off each other," he said.
But it's not all subconscious. Rooks said Benjamin went out of his way to encourage the steeplechase runner before Wednesday's final.
"He said he was going to warm up the track for me," said Rooks, who hit the start line barely an hour after Benjamin's semifinal race Wednesday night. "So he did a good job warming up the track."
The tide of medals has created a momentum that has yet to wane. American track stars leaped and screamed together in the village watching Cole Hocker's late push steal the 1,500 meters on Tuesday night. A day later, Benjamin joked he couldn't talk because he'd lost his voice screaming for Hocker.
"I've been itching to run, just because I've seen everyone do their thing -- get gold medals, get unexpected gold medals," said Masai Russell, one of the favorites in a stacked 100-meter hurdles field, after her semifinal Wednesday. "I was thinking about that when I woke up this morning. I was like, 'USA is doing a big one.'"
Not counting the 1904 St. Louis Games -- when the United States won 67 of 74 possible medals and only 11 countries competed -- the U.S. standard for Olympic track and field success remains Los Angeles 1984. On home soil, the Americans won 16 gold medals and 40 total.
Could the Americans challenge that? To match 1984, they need 10 more. Scroll down the list of events, and it's possible: The men's 200, men's 110 hurdles, women's 100 hurdles, women's 400 hurdles, women's shot put, women's long jump, men's 400 hurdles, heptathlon and all four relays present potential chances for gold.
Wednesday encapsulated what the Americans are doing at this Paris meet: finding the podium in events in which they're favored while turning in surprising finishes in those in which they might have been overlooked.
Moon won gold at the Tokyo Olympics and sought to defend her title here. But she missed on two tries to clear 4.95 meters, which would have matched her personal best.

American track and field athletes have hauled in 19 medals in Paris, including six golds. (REUTERS/Stephanie Lecocq)


There was one point where Moon was at the tail end of her competition, celebrating Hall's come-from-behind win in the 400 race while Rooks was walking onto the track and finding the start line. Moon still had a big attempt coming but was giddy with the latest U.S. gold.
"I mean, just I love track and field. I love the Olympics," she said later. "So I am genuinely watching and cheering for all the teammates. ... It really did give me kind of that second wind."
The steeplechase race provided an exciting finish to the night. Rooks, the 24-year-old BYU product, had posted only the world's 37th-best time this year and not many expected him to be among the leaders. He certainly wasn't changing any minds in the race's early stages. In fact, he was still running in last around 4 minutes 40 seconds into the race with barely 31/4 laps to go.
He started making his way through the pack around the 5:20 mark. As the last lap began, about seven minutes in, he found a new gear and charged to the front. He led at the final water jump and as the leaders turned for the final stretch.
This was not the race anyone expected, not with Morocco's Soufiane El Bakkali, who won the gold at the Tokyo Olympics, and Ethiopa's Lamecha Girma, the world record-holder who took silver in Tokyo, both in the field.

Kenneth Rooks staved off a late push in the men's 3,000-meter steeplechase final to claim silver, his first career Olympic medal. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)


Sure enough, El Bakkali passed Rooks, but chaos erupted behind them. Girma's knee clipped the final hurdle and he crashed headfirst onto the ground. He appeared to be motionless on the track. He eventually was taken away on a stretcher and transported to a hospital to be evaluated.
Meanwhile, Rooks managed to stave off a late push from Kenya's Abraham Kibiwot and crossed the finish line second in 8:06.41, 0.36 seconds behind El Bakkali and a full 10 seconds better than any time he'd ever posted.
"It's just a dream," he said. "Sometimes, like when you're going to bed, you think about moments like this, and to be able to live it is just incredible."
Adam Kilgore contributed to this report.
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Commanders training camp tracker: Joint practices against Jets begin 
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Washington Post staff, Varun Shankar | 2024-08-08
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn.
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Olympic events in the Seine is an audacious idea. Maybe too audacious. 
The Paris Games have connected on a lot of big swings, but it might have been a better idea to lay off this pitch. 

By Barry Svrluga | 2024-08-08

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo swims in the Seine in July, nine days before Opening Ceremonies. (Joel Saget/Reuters) 


PARIS -- Took a walk to the Seine on Wednesday morning. Can report it is brown. Did not see any three-headed fish. Maybe that's because they weren't visible through the muck. Came back to read the following, from a company monitoring the water quality of the river that cuts a gorgeous path through this breathtaking city.
"[P]articles of fecal and/or sedimentary origin, containing large quantities of E. coli and potentially other pathogens, were present in the water, raising the E. coli comprehensive count to significantly above the 'acceptable quality' threshold," Fluidion, which should be lauded for its transparency, wrote on its website. "This suggests that the official results significantly underestimate the real E. coli count, and the actual risk for the athletes is not managed and remains an unknown."
So the decision to allow marathon swimmers to practice in the river Wednesday was -- oui?
Uh, should they be swimming in water that is -- checks notes -- rife with fecal matter?
"This is the million-dollar question that we're asking ourselves," Dan Angelescu, the founder and CEO of Fluidion, said by telephone.
Huh. It's almost as if staging athletic competitions in a river that hasn't allowed swimming for a century -- because it's unsafe -- wasn't such a swell idea.
To some extent, the Paris Olympics were about taking big swings. In most cases, it has worked. The beach volleyball venue at the foot of the Eiffel Tower is iconic. The equestrian events at Versailles looked regal. The fencing at Le Grand Palais appeared bold and beautiful. The Opening Ceremonies spread not only along the Seine -- but on rooftops and balconies throughout the city -- were a spectacle. Hourra to all!
The Seine, mostly unswimmable since 1923, was supposed to be another star. The French government spent $1.5 billion to clean it up. In the weeks before the Games, Anne Hidalgo, the mayor of Paris, swam in the river to prove its sparkling sanitation. Officials are hoping the public will swim in it next summer.

The women's triathlon began with swimming in the Seine on July 31. (Martin Bureau/AFP/Getty Images)


And to some degree, the river has been used for the Olympics as it was intended. The swimming legs of the individual triathlons were held last week, though they were delayed. The swimming leg of the team triathlon was held Monday, though without a Belgian team that lost a swimmer to a virus. (We'll get to that.) And the marathon (formerly open-water) swimming events are scheduled for Thursday and Friday, even as a Tuesday practice session was canceled and a Wednesday session was allowed to proceed.
This is a lot of churn. This week, as the images most closely associated with competition on the Seine became -- well, let's be honest -- athletes vomiting, Hidalgo got her back up.
"There is absolutely no athlete who has been sick because they swam in the Seine or has withdrawn from the competition because they swam in the Seine," Hidalgo told reporters Tuesday. "This is fake news."
That can be true. But so can this.
"The reality is that the water quality right now in Paris is not extraordinarily good," Angelescu said. "I mean, it is sort of marginal for holding these events. According to the lab data, it passes. But it ignores a whole part of the risk that they don't see."
He continued: "This is a statistical science. And judging it by just one number, it's a little bit misleading. And in that sense what the authorities are doing is misleading."
Here's the deal: Even after the lengthy and costly cleanup efforts, periods of sustained or heavy rain can overwhelm the sewer system. That can and does send some wastewater into the river rather than to a treatment plant. And the lead-up to the Olympics included some rain, as did a couple of days and nights during the Games.
Angelescu's company is collecting samples every day and taking two measurements: one that shows the planktonic E. coli count -- which is only "free-floating individual bacteria and small aggregates" -- and one that shows the comprehensive E. coli count, "which counts all E. coli bacteria present in the sample (whether free-floating or aggregated onto larger fecal or sediment particles)."
(E. coli, of course, can cause gastrointestinal issues. Also: Yuck.)
One potential problem: Officials from World Triathlon, when evaluating whether the water was safe enough to swim in, used only the planktonic count. It was deemed within acceptable limits. Angelescu argues that doesn't show the whole picture.
"They miss out," he said of officials who are evaluating only part of the data. "They see the tip of the iceberg, and they don't see the full image at all using the standard lab methods today."
Indeed, in publicly available data on Fluidion's website, there is a handy, color-coded chart that shows whether the Seine was safe enough to swim on every day since early July and most days dating from April. There's an easily understandable system: Light red is bad. Dark red is worse. Light blue is fine. Dark blue is better. A check means it's okay to swim. An X means it's not.
On the comprehensive E. coli chart, the last safe day -- the last day with a check mark -- was July 23, three days before the Opening Ceremonies.
It feels as though there's a the-show-must-go-on element to it all.
"I think they didn't want to use it," Angelescu said of the comprehensive data, "probably because these comprehensive accounts are telling a very inconvenient truth."
About the vomiting and the few reported cases of sicknesses: The mayor is right about one thing. Illnesses don't have to be caused by the Seine. Have you ever done a triathlon? Me neither. But I could imagine throwing up after just the swimming leg.
Claire Michel, the Belgian triathlete who fell too ill to take part in Monday's team event, posted on social media that she "contracted a virus (not E. coli)." Anne Descamps, spokesman for the Paris 2024 organizing committee, said the group is not aware of any athlete linking a sickness directly to the river water.
"We can just say that, yeah, it's never nice to hear that an athlete is not feeling well," Descamps said, "and we just hope that they feel better."
Fingers crossed.
Look, if this is the biggest failure of the Paris Games, then they will have been a success. No one is going to die. But there's a backup plan to hold the marathon swimming at the venue that hosted canoe and kayak. If the data -- all the data -- says it's unhealthy to swim in the Seine, can we agree not to call science "fake news"?
(Don't answer that.)
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Jake Irvin struggles with his location, and the Nats lose their way
The Nationals' right-hander left a few curveballs over the plate and the Giants made him pay a steep price.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-08-08

Jake Irvin has already exceeded his innings total from a season ago. (Jess Rapfogel/Getty Images)


Jake Irvin didn't bother to watch Matt Chapman's home run sail into the visiting bullpen in the fifth inning Wednesday night at Nationals Park. All he needed to see was the trajectory of the baseball, then hear the cheers from the opposing dugout.
After all, it was the third homer he had allowed in the Washington Nationals' 7-4 loss to the San Francisco Giants. He had gotten familiar with the sights and sounds of a long ball. In fact, he had seen the same reaction from the Giants' dugout just two hitters prior, when Heliot Ramos had taken him deep to center.
Irvin struggled with his location throughout his start.
"Have to be more fine," he said. "Not perfect, but better."
The Nationals and Giants were knotted at 3 before Irvin ran into trouble in the fifth. The right-hander got out of the inning without any further damage, but his night was done. He left after allowing eight hits and five runs, raising his ERA to 3.76. The Giants added two more runs in the sixth off Jose Ferrer, the key hit being Mike Yastrzemski's triple.
The Nationals nearly made things interesting, getting a run back in the seventh on CJ Abrams's single. But Juan Yepez struck out with the bases loaded to end the threat. They loaded the bases again with one out in the ninth with Alex Call representing the winning run at the plate, but he grounded into a double play.
"I was really proud of the way we battled," Call said. "We got the winning run to the plate and I was just trying to move the line, and it didn't work out."
Wednesday's outing was Irvin's 24th start, equaling the 27-year-old's major league total from a season ago. The Nationals have given ample opportunities to their young pitchers to develop at the big league level, and perhaps no one has taken better advantage of them more than Irvin, who had to earn his spot in the rotation this spring.
Irvin's curveball has been more effective this season, but he had difficulty locating it against the Giants. He has become a proven strike-thrower with the ability to pitch deep into games. He came into Wednesday's start putting 55.7 percent of his pitches in the strike zone, well above the MLB average of 48.6. He's pitching deeper into ballgames, walking fewer hitters and allowing weaker contact than a season ago -- but that contact resulted in runs against the Giants, a big reason for his short outing.
The Giants' third inning encapsulated Irvin's night. With two outs, he allowed a bloop single to Lamonte Wade Jr., a hit with an exit velocity of 59 mph. Ramos then hit a weak bouncer back to Irvin, who had it bounce off his glove for an infield single. The third and fourth hits were Michael Conforto's RBI single at 74 mph and Chapman's slow roller that he beat out to help the Giants grab a 2-0 lead.
The Nationals answered with three runs in the bottom half, with an RBI single by Call and a two-run homer by Yepez accounting for the output. And Irvin got some help defensively thanks to a second-inning sliding catch from Call, who later banged into the wall making another catch in the eighth. But Irvin's inability to keep the ball in the ballpark came back to bite him in the fourth and fifth.
"He didn't have great stuff, but he battled," Manager Dave Martinez said. "His breaking ball wasn't as sharp."
Last season, Irvin allowed 20 homers in 121 innings. He has allowed 20 in 139 innings this year. Yastrzemski took him 422 feet to right in the fourth, a blast that landed in the second deck. Then came Ramos's and Chapman's homers in the fifth, both coming on poorly located curveballs. After the game, Irvin called his execution "terrible."
The silver lining for the Nationals is the fact that Irvin has already thrown 139 innings. As the team continues its rebuild, having young pitchers who can pitch deep into games is crucial. And Irvin has made strides toward that end, even though he required 94 pitches (62 of them strikes) to get through five innings Wednesday.
"They have to learn," Martinez said. "This is a tough time of year for everybody. I know they're grinding; these guys are figuring some stuff out. All in all, I'm not going to be too hard on him, because he's been doing really well."
Note: Joey Gallo, who is rehabbing a hamstring strain, played first base in the first game of Class AAA Rochester's doubleheader. He finished 2 for 2 with a home run, a single and two walks. He was expected to play the first three games of the series, but a rainout altered the Nationals' plans. Gallo is slated to be the designated hitter for Rochester on Thursday.
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'Too much pink': The color that has come to dominate the Paris Olympics
From signage to lanyards to bike lanes, the hue is everywhere at the Summer Games, and some like it more than others.
By Les Carpenter | 2024-08-08

Everything about the look of the Paris Olympics was intentional. "We care about every detail," brand identity director Camille Yvinec says. "We are obsessed with every detail." (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


PARIS -- For the past five years, Camille Yvinec, the Paris Olympics brand identity director, and Joachim Roncin, who runs the Games' design, have worked to pick the colors that everyone sees on television. Each color has its own story. The purple track at Stade de France, for instance, represents the lavender of the south of France. The green on gymnastics mats in Bercy Arena, comes from the roof of Paris's Opera.
The goal, they say, was not to overwhelm observers with the glaring hues of many previous Games. Paris, Yvinec says, is about "enchantment," and putting bright colors such as red would be "a bit clashy," so she and Roncin selected what she calls "sophisticated colors that are actually matching the city itself."
But one color stands out more than the rest. One that is not splashed across a field or draped over fence, but that runs subtly through almost everything at the Paris Games until it is impossible to miss. A color rarely used in Olympics before. Pink.
As with the Paris Games' other colors, there is a story about the pink.
"There was a strong feeling from Cami and me that we had to have one main color that was like a signature color," Roncin says. "And we felt that when we looked around the city, especially at the signage, when we looked at everything happening [with colors] in the Metro, in the streets and stuff like that, there was one color that didn't exist to this whole panorama of signage. And that was pink."
So, they decided to make the Paris Olympics pink. The trim in many of the banners is pink. Pieces of the design on the credential lanyards worn by everyone from coaches to journalists is pink. The zippers on Paris 2024 officials' jackets is pink. The signs directing fans to Olympic arenas around the city are pink, as are the squares with seating section numbers inside those arenas. After a while, it feels like everything is pink, even if little really is pink.
"There's too much pink" grumbled a longtime official and adviser for many Olympics, who did not want to be identified because he is not working for this Games.
It turns out he was not alone.
"Cami and I fought a lot for this pink because some people didn't want it," Roncin says.

Pink cones mark the start of the Olympic race walk. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Neither he nor Yvinec would say who at Paris 2024 did not want the pink. But the way they describe the intensity of these battles suggests that resistance came from the Paris Games' top executives, many of whom are former Olympic athletes.
Asked about the specific reasons for the opposition, Yvinec and Roncin are silent for a moment.
"Because at various levels, I guess pink is a little bit unconventional," Roncin says, choosing his words carefully. "Of course, you know, having a pink outfit for some it could be strange, but we really, strongly felt good about it, so we kept on going and convincing. And even though some [people] we didn't convince, we kept on going."
They were pushing against tradition. Pink has not been a popular Olympic color over the years. London in 2012 used a bright magenta that was widely ridiculed and subsequent Games have stayed away from pretty much any kind of pink.
But neither Yvinec nor Roncin seemed to care much about what previous Olympics designers thought. They knew they had found the right color, and they were determined to stick with it.
"We care about every detail," Yvinec says. "We are obsessed with every detail."
Last September, she stood in a hotel meeting room near Montparnasse filled mostly with photo and video editors and said the Paris Games would focus on style and image and color more than past Olympics had.
"Why style?" she asked rhetorically that day. "We are French."
The two have redefined what Olympic executives often call "the look of the Games." They redrew the little boxed figures that define each sport, known as pictograms, turning them into a series of medieval family crests. They created the lines of square blocks of graphics you might see on the sides of fields or on news conference backdrops, making each square a piece of a Parisian landmark such as a leg of the Eiffel Tower or a sliver of the Arc de Triomphe.

The BMX racing track was among the competitive venues with pink accents. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Colors long have been an important part of Olympics, former International Olympic Committee marketing official Michael Payne said, but they really became a priority before the 1992 Barcelona Games, when then-IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch, a Barcelona native, declared: "Why throw the world's biggest party and not get dressed?"
In the ensuing years, color schemes have taken many variations, from Atlanta's dark "Georgia green" in 1996 to Rio's more Brazilian gradient green in 2016. But there hasn't been anything quite like Paris's pastel pink.
"It's like something unconscious," Yvinec says. "You follow the pink lead everywhere."
The other day, Roncin was bicycling to work when he noticed the bike lane marked on the road had been painted pink. Neither he nor Yvinec asked for this.
"I'm happy that the pink is taking," he said.
Yvinec laughs.
"I mean, the good thing about pink is that it's joyful by itself," she says. "Pink somewhere is joyful. When you are queuing up for somewhere and you've got to wait, if the stripes on signs are all black, you get bored. And now, they're all pink, so you are feeling happy."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/olympics/2024/08/08/paris-olympics-pink/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Slayer to Chief Keef: The music that helps Olympic skateboarders soar        
Well before the competition for medals is wrapped, these athletes find their focus through metal and rap.
By Dave Sheinin | 2024-08-08

With ear buds in, the United States' Tom Schaar skates a run during Wednesday's park final. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


PARIS -- Brazilian skateboarder Pedro Barros was midway through his final run of men's park prelims Wednesday at Place de la Concorde when his ear buds suddenly and inexplicably disconnected. This can be a disconcerting feature of modern wireless technology when someone is walking down the sidewalk. Now imagine it happening at the Paris Olympics, somewhere between the takeoff and the landing of an alley-oop tail-grab 540, and you can see why this might have been a problem.
But there was nothing to fear: Barros, a 29-year-old from the beach city of Florianopolis who fronts a hard-rock band in his spare time, sang the missing lyrics of Joy Division's "Shadowplay" to himself.
"And then I landed the trick," said Barros, who advanced to the finals, only to finish fourth and narrowly miss a medal, "and the song came back on, and I was like, 'Yessssssssss!"
If you thought Olympic athletes weren't allowed to listen to music through ear buds while competing, you probably haven't witnessed Olympic skateboarding. It's not something you would see at, for example, track and field (banned by rule) or swimming (an all-around bad idea in a pool).
But in an unscientific survey of park skateboard athletes competing Wednesday at a picturesque venue with views of the Louvre and the Eiffel Tower, about a quarter of them competed while listening via ear buds to the music of their choice -- most of it extremely loud and fast.
"I'm kind of all over the map," said 24-year-old American Tom Schaar, who won silver Wednesday behind Australia's Keegan Palmer. In this case, all over the map meant a pivot from thrash metal to drill-style hip-hop. "Today it was Slayer into Chief Keef. Basically, whatever I'm into that day. It helps me stay in the moment."
"Aggro music, real fast-paced stuff," 17-year-old American Gavin Bottger said. "Like Dystopia."
"Mostly rap. Mostly Drake," said Spain's Alain Kortabitarte, who wouldn't bite on a question about Drake's gruesome knockout loss in this summer's diss-track battle with Kendrick Lamar. "I know, I know. Still Drake."
"I like the vibe of that kind of old punkish rock, kind of dark stuff," Barros said. "Stuff that expresses a lot of feelings. For me, skating is all about feeling, and to be able to have something that connects me with the feelings inside that sometimes words can't explain is really magical."
The ear-bud-wearing crowd has to deal with occasional technological challenges -- the frequent disconnect-reconnect cycles that seem to come out of nowhere. And Kortabitarte had to do without his Drake on his final run because the battery in one of his ear buds died.
In those critical moments, and for the ear-bud-averse at all times, there is DJ Redbeard.

Schaar takes out an ear bud to talk to Australia's Keegan Palmer. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


An ex-skater turned Amsterdam-based mix-master, Redbeard (real name: Ramoen Verbeet) is a musical polyglot who traverses the globe on the skateboarding circuit, commandeering the sound system at each stop and feeding the athletes, as well as the crowd, a steady diet of tunes, from classic skater rock to cutting-edge, underground releases.
"We all grow up watching skate videos. And in the '80s and '90s, there weren't that many, so you'd watch the same ones over and over," DJ Redbeard said. "And that became the soundtrack. 'Brave Captain' by Firehose was huge because it was in one video. And, obviously, everything by Black Sabbath. ... But I tour around the world with [the skateboarders], and I'm always trying to learn about them. I want to dig deeper and deeper so I can understand what makes them tick."
From his perch in a booth above the course, he stood in front of his DJ rig with his start list of athletes at the ready.
Sweden's Hampus Winberg, who tends toward high-strung Swedish metal (Teddybear's "Powertrip") and Dirty South hip-hop (Outkast's "Bombs Over Baghdad").
Thomas Augusto, representing Puerto Rico, gets a steady diet of that island's favorite native son, Latin trap giant Bad Bunny. When Redbeard played that artist's "El Apagon," an homage to Puerto Rico, "Dude," Augusto said, "I got goose bumps."
Spain's Danny Leon, according to Redbeard, is "very smooth," so he gets California surf-rock or Catalan's Gipsy Kings. When Redbeard played the latter's frenzied, Spanish-language cover of "Hotel California," he got a finger-pointed thank you from Leon down below as he got ready to drop into the bowl.

Palmer is lifted by other skaters after winning the gold medal. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Italy's Alex Sorgente, a 26-year-old who trains mostly in West Palm Beach, Fla., and considers himself an old soul, got pioneering punk band Big Boys.
"I didn't tell him to play anything. He knows what I like," Sorgente said. "Every now and then, before I drop in, he plays a song he knows I love, and it gets me hyped. Metal, old punk rock: Agent Orange, Adolescents, Dead Boys, Metallica, Black Sabbath. Grew up skating at a lot of bowls and ramps with a bunch of old heads, so that was my upbringing."
Most of the athletes said the music, whether via ear buds or from DJ Redbeard's library, matters only in the few seconds before they drop in.
"I listen to the music before I skate," Italy's Alessandro Mazzara said. "But when I'm skating, I don't think about anything. I don't hear the music. I don't hear the crowd. I'm locked in."
Redbeard doesn't get offended if skateboarders prefer their own in-ear soundtrack over his choices, but he plays athlete-specific tunes anyway. It's like a challenge to him. They might be listening to what they want to hear, but Redbeard has what they don't even know they need.
"Sometimes I'm watching down there," he said, "and if they like the song I put on right before they drop in, they'll take the ear buds out. That's when I know I've got them nailed."
Correction: An earlier version of this story misstated the origin of the punk band Big Boys. The band started in Austin.
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For U.S. wrestler Sarah Hildebrandt, Olympic gold is worth the weight
American wins gold in 50-kilogram freestyle after waking up thinking she was wrestling one opponent before meeting a different foe once she got on the mat.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-08-08

Sarah Hildebrandt had a hard time absorbing her gold medal. "I've dreamed of this moment for so long, and I feel like my mind and my body are just not computing everything," she said. (Yahya Arhab/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


PARIS -- As she typically does before a match, U.S. wrestler Sarah Hildebrandt spent Wednesday morning cutting weight. Nothing crazy -- just a ride on a stationary bike and a good sweat in the sauna. The usual routine that she, or any other wrestler, would do to rapidly lose water weight ahead of a mandatory weigh-in.
Her morning -- the hours before the gold medal match in the women's 50-kilogram freestyle competition -- played out like any other normal match day. Then, things got weird.
"'Oh, my God! I just won the Olympics!'" Hildebrandt said, recounting her thoughts through the twists and turns of her day. "And then like an hour later, it was like: 'Psych! You did not win the Olympics!'"
The story of the wackiest day in Hildebrandt's wrestling life ended with her running around the mat inside Champs-de-Mars Arena. She wore the Stars and Stripes like a cape and looked like the newest Captain America after defeating Yusneylis Guzman Lopez of Cuba -- not the woman she had expected to wrestle -- for the gold medal.
Hildebrandt's breakthrough registered as the fourth Olympic gold in the history of the U.S. women's program but the second in as many nights, following Amit Elor's dominance in the 68-kilogram final. Though Hildebrandt celebrated by mimicking a superhero -- and made a pointing gesture to the mat as though to inform the crowd that she owns a little piece of Paris now -- her natural reaction was to smile widely through her mouthpiece. And gush "thank yous" to her coach. And melt into the group of friends and family members cheering from the front row, telling them, "I can't believe this!"
Psych again! You won the Olympics after all!
"I can't put words to it," said Hildebrandt, a 30-year-old who has wrestled ever since her parents gave her permission to take on the boys at Discovery Middle School in Granger, Ind. "I've dreamed of this moment for so long, and I feel like my mind and my body are just not computing everything. Especially with the chaotic morning I had with the change of opponents ... it's just crazy."
Vinesh Phogat of India was supposed to meet Hildebrandt in the final. By defeating Guzman Lopez in the semifinals, Phogat was set to make history as the first Indian woman to compete in a wrestling final at the Olympics. Phogat also would have been the first woman in her country to earn a medal in wrestling. She woke up Wednesday morning a hero. Then she couldn't make weight.
According to United World Wrestling, the sport's governing body, Phogat failed to meet the required 110-pound threshold. A shocker, considering how rare it is for a wrestler not to make weight at this elite level. Hildebrandt has been so focused on her weight that, immediately following her three matches Tuesday, she covered herself in sweats and went jogging around the grounds near the Eiffel Tower for half an hour.
"This is the best place in the world to do it, in front of the freakin' Eiffel Tower. Are you kidding me?!" said Drew Hildebrandt, Sarah's brother and wrestling partner.
Drew, much like his sister, has one of those happy faces that compel strangers to smile. The brother and sister duo are hardcore wrestlers, but their levels of glee register off the charts. So as they prepared for Paris, Drew revealed how the Hildebrandt strategy changed. Sarah Hildebrandt had earned a bronze at the joyless Tokyo Games in 2021, and though she wanted better in Paris, she would focus less on the results, and more on enjoying the experience.
"It's definitely a new approach we've taken," Drew said, explaining how his older sister could sway her hips and smile while waiting backstage just before she wrestled for a gold medal. "I feel like within the last year, just being grateful for the chance to wrestle, just experiencing these opportunities. Sometimes people are so tight on winning that it turns into a detriment. We just want to be loose."
Still, the disqualification of Phogat led to some confusion for Team Hildebrandt. Three years after Tokyo, with the "Games Wide Open," Hildebrandt's redemption medal seemed that it would be coming her way in the least dramatic way possible: from a scale.
"[Phogat] wasn't at weigh-in, so I was like, 'Oh my gosh, this could be a possibility,'" Hildebrandt said. "We get the news that she didn't make weight, and it was just, you know, is it a forfeit? Does somebody step in? We were under the impression that it was a forfeit, so there was a lot of celebrating. It was very strange!"
However, any thoughts of ditching the sauna and toasting with champagne and croissants soon vanished when Guzman Lopez was promoted to the final. Just another wild day on the wrestling mat -- and Hildebrandt thought she had seen strange before, like that one time when a power outage delayed one of her championship matches.
"The weirdest final I've ever had, the power went out for, like, 30 minutes and we just stopped for 30 minutes and then we did the rest of the match," she remembered. "So this tops that."
Wrestling is overflowing with heartwarming scenes in victory and defeat -- and also weirdness. Lots of weirdness. Early into the men's Greco-Roman 97-kilogram match, Rustam Assakalov of Uzbekistan could not continue because of a shoulder injury, then he bent down on the mat to unlace his shoes, the international gesture when wrestlers announce their retirement. Then there was Artur Aleksanyan of Armenia, who walked away dejected from his defeat in the 97-kilogram bronze medal match and encountered a man who had left his seat in the stands, somehow got past security and jumped down to the floor. The man aggressively put his hands on Aleksanyan, who looked to be agitated by the surprise meeting, before security pulled him away and escorted him out of the arena.
Later on that mat, however, the end of a weird day turned into the happiest moment in a wrestler's life.
"Holy cow, guys!" Hildebrandt said as she greeted reporters, still wearing the smile that could light up the Eiffel Tower at night. "What the hell?!"
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Baltimore's lesson to Chicago: Greet your epic MLB losers with love
An epic losing streak can be painful and inspiring. Ask Baltimore and its 1988 Orioles.
By Thomas M. Boswell | 2024-08-08

Turn that frown upside down: The White Sox won. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images) 


On Tuesday night, the Chicago White Sox finally ended their 21-game losing streak, a hideous 27-day skid that tied the American League record held by the 1988 Baltimore Orioles. Of course, I felt glad for the White Sox. But I also felt relief for the '88 "Woes," whom I covered many times. Misery loves company, and 36 years is long enough to go it alone.
Baseball agony in the form of daily public mortification is cruel and unusual punishment. "It's hard to win a major league game. Obviously we proved that," Chicago Manager Pedro Grifol said after the win, with the accidental humor of the utterly exhausted.
As the White Sox became daily national sports news, I recalled the '88 O's, whose story began as melancholy, yet turned into a scene of joy that no one expected. By 1989, the whole saga became an object lesson in rejecting easy cynicism while always allowing for the possibility of shocking optimism.
On a late April day in 1988, I walked into the visiting clubhouse in Minneapolis. The Orioles' record was 0-19. Each day, more national reporters joined the wait, or wake, to see the longest losing streak to start a season in U.S. pro sports history.
"Join the hostages," Cal Ripken Jr. said.
To Orioles Manager Frank Robinson, I said, cautiously, "I hope you take this the right way." And I gave him a lapel pin. Frank read the words on the pin, laughed and put it in his drawer for luck. The pin read, "It's been lovely, but I have to scream now."
Players on some teams from long ago hope their records will never be broken and celebrate when another season passes and their legacy is intact, such as the undefeated 1972 Miami Dolphins.
But other teams hope their records will be erased from the books -- or at least shared. Granted, perhaps no pro team will ever again start 0-21. That mark may stand longer than Cal's streak of 2,632 consecutive games.
Orioles first base coach Terry Crowley summarized the '88 team's problem: "We got a bunch of old guys who are over the hill ... and a bunch of young guys who just can't play baseball."

"I admire these players," Frank Robinson said during Baltimore's 21-game losing streak. (Jim Mone/AP) 


But they tried so hard -- often too hard -- that they created an aura of such poignancy that even the president called to commiserate. How could a team with two future Hall of Famers in Ripken and Eddie Murray be so bad? I had never entered a clubhouse so quiet, filled with depression and guilt, just as Chicago's clubhouse almost certainly had been for days.
"I admire these players," Robinson said. "I can't ask 'em to play any harder."
But they couldn't admire themselves, which compounded their misery. "Usually, in a losing streak, there are lessons to take out of it," third base coach John Hart said. " ... There's not a positive thing about this. ... We just want it to end."
One Baltimore radio disc jockey vowed to stay on the air around the clock until the O's won. "We're going to kill the poor guy," Robinson said. "You would think people would act worse, [but] the fans have been so great you start to feel sorry for them."
One Oriole received flowers from a secret admirer. Teammates draped his locker with them. "They're sending us roses," outfielder Jim Dwyer said, "like this was a funeral parlor."
As the Orioles lost No. 20 and 21, I kept my binoculars on players to see whether there was infield chatter, smiles or jokes -- any sign of baseball's normal undercurrent of playfulness. Nothing.
"It's like World Series pressure," said Ripken, who, in the previous nine losses, plus the streak breaker, batted .515 with a 1.558 OPS.
After the Orioles finally won, they lost two more and came home to Memorial Stadium at 1-23. The team had lost 95 and 89 games in the previous two seasons. The Oriole Way era was dross.
How would the team's fans react? The pregame ticket sale was 47,000. "I'm quite bewildered," Billy Ripken said. The actual attendance was 50,402. One sign in the bleachers read: 139-23. The team was greeted with roars and chants of "O-R-I-O-L-E-S!" much as it had been when it won the World Series five years earlier. The crowd suspended reality and turned back the clock for a night, so it could accept the present.
The O's beat the Rangers, 9-4. Cal Ripken homered. Murray drove in a run.
"Now I can understand why players have always been so proud to be Orioles and why so many move to Baltimore to live. But this is beyond anything I'd imagined," General Manager Roland Hemond said. "It's a display of the genuineness of these people. This is America at its best."
Before the next season, the Orioles cleaned out the old, except the Ripkens and a few others, and brought up a flood of youngsters. Some, such as me, predicted they might be the worst team in baseball history.
Instead, in one season, the Orioles improved from 54-107 to 87-75. On the last weekend of the 1989 season, they went to Toronto with a chance to reach the playoffs. Memorial Stadium went nuts for them all summer. I've never totally been able to explain, in strict baseball terms, how such a turnaround happened, since most of the youngsters of 1989 never turned out to be exceptional players. But I've never doubted the power of chemistry, within a team or between team and fans, since then.
Without 0-21, without the 50,402 who welcomed them home and roared all night, without the buxom stripper who ran on the field to give one Oriole a kiss, it never happens.
Memo to the South Side: Your 28-88 team really may be the worst in MLB history. Condemn the organization if you want, but don't blame the players. They're tryin' and dyin' out there in public. When the White Sox get back home from the road Friday to play the crosstown rival Cubs, maybe give 'em a hug.

The White Sox snapped their 21-game losing streak Tuesday night. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images)
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The Paris Games: An unserious and riveting VIP experience
These Summer Games have had plenty of weirdness, and by loosening up, they've better reflected society.
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-08-07

Guy Fieri, left, and Flavor Flav take in a preliminary round women's water polo game. (Luca Bruno/AP)


PARIS -- Early Sunday evening, after a gripping men's tennis final ended with Novak Djokovic relishing his long-desired gold medal, there was a sighting that captured the odd splendor of the Paris Olympics: Flavor Flav walked down a street near Roland Garros with his arm around Billie Jean King. He talked loudly on his phone and the speaker was on, allowing every passerby to eavesdrop. It sounded as though he was making dinner plans.
Unless a rap/tennis collaboration occurred in Olympia in 776 BC, I stumbled upon a historic pairing that day. No one asked for, or needed, the 65-year-old Public Enemy hype man turned Team USA super fan to befriend the 80-year-old tennis icon and social activist, but these Games are extra like that. They're sensational. They're unserious. They're bursting with celebrities, from A-list to Z-list, some of them planted by NBC, all of them lured by the promise of glamour and spectacle.
Put it all together, and the Olympics resonate in a way they haven't for several cycles. We anticipated a major effort to influence these Games, with stodgy organizers and television rights holders turning to social media mavens to try to increase the buzz. It was just the latest attempt to make the Olympics seem cooler than an ancient celebration of global sports diplomacy. While it's clear that social media has made a tremendous impact, it wouldn't be effective if things weren't happening that were worthy of amplification.
There's an energy and eccentricity to Paris 2024. Any given day can sway from ludicrous to legendary. The athletes have done their part, adding the spectacular flourishes that will long be remembered. We've seen superstars born and reborn. We've seen stunning upsets. We've encountered some inevitable controversies, but we've also seen competitors rise above the nonsense. But beyond whom and what we're watching, there is an extra dimension: Who's watching the action with us?
That's where the Paris Olympics have been a strange yet wonderful experience. At their worst, the Olympics can be so staid and self-important that they create an uninviting bubble. That's not their mission; organizers want to welcome the world. But we're asked to RSVP to the dream that sports can heal or conquer all, even when the leaders supposedly protecting this idyllic space are ineffectual or corrupt. Realists are banished to the margins of this world. The Olympics are inclusive to a blind faithful, and when officials inflate their importance, the movement stalls. But when they loosen up, the Olympics better reflect society.
This had the potential to become the Influencer Games. But authenticity has defined the past few weeks. NBC can hire Snoop Dogg as a correspondent, make the audience suffer through Peyton Manning and Kelly Clarkson during the Opening Ceremonies and try every celebrity gimmick from Martha Stewart to Kevin Hart to make more people care. It works for some. It's atrocious to some. To everyone else, it's exactly the opposite of cool because several of these big names peaked as entertainers years ago.

Snoop Dogg, left, and Tony Hawk watch the men's park skateboarding final Wednesday. (Dan Himbrechts/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


However, those NBC-driven attempts have created a hyper-awareness of celebrities and dignitaries who are here as fans. They've been everywhere, living the good Parisian life, reminding us just how special some of these Olympians are. When famously private actress Jessica Chastain brings her family to gymnastics, it adds to the atmosphere. Celebrities always have had a way of injecting gravitas to a sporting event. Think about how late Los Angeles Lakers owner Jerry Buss introduced "Showtime." It's a similar concept in Paris, only sometimes it can be far more absurd.
These Olympics flash a "Yeah, boyeeeee!"-ish smile as Flav wanders from women's water polo (the team he sponsors) to venues throughout Paris. He started the Olympics having a good, playful time with first lady Jill Biden. Since then, he has been the most recognizable face of the U.S. fandom here. Snoop is more charismatic, but he's being paid to be Snoop at his Doggiest. Flav is mostly a hype man for the sake of being a hype man.
Before the action started, I asked Flav about his wild journey. Four years ago, you wouldn't have believed any hype about him supporting water polo. He has battled addiction. He has spent time in jail. But now he's lending his character to an Olympic cause.
"God has preserved me to still be a mouthpiece to the world," he said. "My work ain't done yet. It's been a nice journey. Thank you for helping me get here."
As he shook hands with about a dozen reporters after the interview, I thanked Flav for his time. He dapped me up and said: "My guy! You already know what it is."
You're welcome, Flav.
The encounter was ridiculous. The encounter was genuine.

Actress Jessica Chastain with her daughter Giulietta Passi Chastain take in the women's gymnastics qualifications last week. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


For the first time since the pandemic, the Olympics are open to spectators. We knew the Paris Games would try to go big. It wasn't certain that the world wanted that. Then Tom Cruise and the entire world came out to party -- and the performances outshined the famous spectators.
"I'm happy to report that we're on track for more than half of the worldwide population to follow the Olympic Games Paris 2024," said Anne-Sophie Voumard, the International Olympic Committee's managing director of television and marketing services. "The numbers are very, very impressive."
The Paris Olympics are better than the last and weirder than the last. The VIPs and influencers can't take credit for how well the athletes have performed. But there's something about seeing Tom Brady here that makes you notice all the greatness around him.
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Breaking makes its Olympic debut in 2024. Here's how it works.
Breaking is the only new sport at the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics, raising curiosity about how breakdancing will look as a competitive event. 
By Les Carpenter | 2024-08-08

Sunny Choi (B-girl Sunny), a former corporate executive, is the leading American female. (Andres Kudacki/AP)


The only new sport in the Paris Olympics is breaking, the competitive form of break dancing. Though break dancing grew from the early hip-hop culture of the south Bronx in the 1970s, it quickly became popular in many parts of France through the 1980s and 1990s. Today, there are regular breaking competitions in Paris's suburbs and in most other French cities.
B-boy Junior, a French breakdancer, famously won the TV contest "France Has Got Unbelievable Talent" in 2007.
Breaking's inclusion in the Paris Games is likely a one-time occurrence: Many in the sports world have mocked it, and breaking is not on the program for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. But there also has been a fascination about breaking, and the International Olympic Committee heavily promoted qualifying events throughout the spring.
The women's competition will take place Aug. 9 with the qualifying rounds running from 10 a.m. to noon Eastern and the final three rounds from 2-4 p.m.
The men's competition will be Aug. 10 with qualifying again from 10 a.m. to noon Eastern, and the final three rounds from 2-4 p.m.
NBC will show the breaking finals rounds on Aug. 9 and Aug. 10 during its prime-time broadcast. Live streams will be on Peacock and NBCOlympics.com.

Team USA athletes Sunny Choi and Victor Montalvo reveal some things you might not know about the sport, new to the Olympics in 2024.


Pushed against the IOC's Summer Olympics limit of 10,500 athletes, Paris 2024 organizers were looking to add a sport that had as few competitors as possible. At the same time, the World DanceSport Federation was looking to get a form of ballroom or salsa dance into the Olympics. But the IOC, aiming to make their Games younger and more diverse, was more interested in breaking.
After the IOC tested breaking at the 2018 Buenos Aires Youth Olympics, momentum quickly built for the sport to be added for Paris. In 2021, the IOC officially added male and female breaking competitions with 16 dancers each, to be held over two days at the end of the Games.
In Olympic breaking, two dancers will face off against each other in three-round battles on a raised, circular stage meant to replicate the cypher -- the circle breakdancers form around battling B-boys and B-girls. For one minute each round, the competitors will take turns in the middle of the cypher performing a series of dance moves that could include spins, leaps, windmills and freezes. They will try to match their moves to music selected randomly by a DJ.
Judges will decide which break dancer performed best according to a list of criteria and musical interpretation. The winning B-boy or B-girl will move on to the next round.
Both the men and women's Olympic competitions have 16 breakers each. The first round is a round-robin qualifier that will cut each field in half. The quarterfinals, semifinals and finals are single-elimination.
Judging at breaking competitions has traditionally been informal, owing to breakdancing's roots, with a group of judges subjectively deciding which B-boy or B-girl best interpreted the music and was the most imaginative.
But the Olympics demand a structured system so judges will have handheld tablets programmed with balance bars that they can move across their screens to rate each breakdancer on five criteria: technique, vocabulary (the number of different moves a B-boy or B-girl has), execution, musicality (how the moves match the music) and originality.
The leading American and probably also the top B-boy entering the Olympics is Victor Montalvo, known as B-boy Victor, a 30-year-old who won the 2023 WDSF men's world championship and has twice taken the Red Bull BC One title. Canada's Phillip Kim (B-boy Phil Wizard) and France's Danis Civil (B-boy Dany Dann) are also top contenders.
Sunny Choi (B-girl Sunny), a former corporate executive, is the leading American female. Another intriguing competitor is teenager Qinqyi Liu (B-girl 671), of China, a dynamic dancer who soars high above the cypher with dramatic spins. Manizah Talash, who escaped Afghanistan after the Taliban returned to power in 2021, will compete for the Refugee Olympic Team.
Breaking will take place in a temporary open-air stadium in the middle of Place de la Concorde, where 3x3 basketball, skateboarding and BMX freestyle also will be held.
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Quincy Hall, to whom nothing's been given, took the Olympic 400 meters
U.S. sprinter says,  "Anything I can think of that's going to get me to that line, I think of it." In Paris, it got him a gold medal.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-08-08

Quincy Hall crosses the finish line just ahead of Britain's Matthew Hudson-Smith. (Natacha Pisarenko/AP)


SAINT-DENIS, France -- Quincy Hall sprinted around the final turn of the Paris Olympics 400 meters behind three men, his two gold chains and a grill of gold teeth sparkling under the Stade de France lights. The first 300 meters had been run at a blistering pace -- "hell," one of the runners later called it. No one would have guessed Hall could catch them.
Hall did not think he would close the gap. The pain in his 26 years of life and the training he had put himself through had conditioned him otherwise: He knew.
"As soon as they shot that gun, I knew I had it," Hall said Wednesday night. "You can't get far enough."
A track and field outsider from Kansas City, Mo., whose path wound through a California junior college, Hall surged from fourth place over the final 100 meters and won the gold medal in one of the fastest, most feverish men's 400-meter races in Olympic history. Limbs flailing, jaw clenched, chin jutting, Hall caught and passed Britain's Matthew Hudson-Smith with five meters left and careened across the line in 43.40 seconds -- the fourth-fastest time ever and 0.04 seconds ahead of Hudson-Smith.
Across the Channel, an unsettling deja vu set in: One night after 1,500-meter champion Cole Hocker stunned British favorite Josh Kerr, Hall had done the same.
"He's the better man," Hudson-Smith said. "He did what he had to do. I've been saying if you're going to win, you got to take it from me. And he did."
The latest American track hero of the Paris Olympics was self-made. Hall attended College of the Sequoias out of high school. He trains without partners, often by himself while talking to the coach he met at junior college, Curtis Allen, on the phone. Hall switched full-time from the 400-meter hurdles to the 400 meters just two years ago. On Wednesday night, as he ran a victory lap in bare feet, he considered it the best decision of his life.
"I don't give up, man," Hall said. "I grit. I grind. I got determination. Anything I can think of that's going to get me to that line, I think of it. All the hurt. All the pain."
Hall brought it with him to the start line of a race of contrasting styles. Hudson-Smith knew Hall would close strong: He had watched Hall's wicked kick at the U.S. Olympic trials, and his coach had told him the race would be determined in the final 50 meters. Hall knew Hudson-Smith would attempt to bait him early.
"You knew it was going to be a [game of] cat and mouse," Hudson-Smith said.
The race began as promised: "I got the f--- out," Hudson-Smith said. Trinidadian Jereem Richards pushed the pace, too, creating a gap between him and the field on the backstretch. Hudson-Smith closed it first. Kirani James of Grenada came with him.
"It was more than fast," Zambia's Muzala Samukonga said. "It was hell on the track."

Hall lies on the track after his epic comeback. (Christian Bruna/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Hall waited, saving energy for the finish. He had developed his stamina back in Kansas City. He won a youth national championship at 800 meters. At Raytown South High, Hall ran cross-country in the fall, and in the spring he sometimes would enter the 200, 400, 800 and 1,500 in the same meet. In junior college, he would sometimes win a 400 hurdles race, then 20 minutes later run the 400.
So Hall stayed calm as Hudson-Smith took command and Richards and James also led him with 150 meters left. He still waited to make his move.
"Courage, naivete -- call it whatever you want," James said.
Out in Lane 8, Hall still trailed three men when he reached 100 meters. He had spotted Hudson-Smith about 15 meters. Hall accessed the full extent of his speed. He said he began to think about "the reasons I run hard and why I bring myself home." He thought about all the hurt and all the pain.
Hall thought about the people who doubted him. He thought about his two brothers who died young. He thought about the mother who raised him -- "his heart," high school coach Caesar Morales said. He thought about his two daughters -- Abri, 7, and A'lani, 2. He thought about the hot practices running by himself. He remembered how it felt when he worked two jobs to pay tuition at a junior college.
"You got to get your own food," Hall said. "No cafeteria, no study hall, none of that. You can find out how to be a dog by yourself."

Hall celebrates his victory. (Natacha Pisarenko/AP)


As Hall kicked, the stadium roared. He still remained out of podium position, but his acceleration made his intentions clear. He gained on Richards with ferocity and passed him with 40 meters to go. He mowed down James a few meters later. Only Hudson-Smith, two lanes to his left, remained.
"I thought I had him," Hudson-Smith said.
Hall kept thinking about all that had brought him there. "Get home, son," he told himself.
His long, powerful stride devoured the purple track. The gap between him and Hudson-Smith shrank. Hall caught Hudson-Smith with 10 meters left. Hudson-Smith did not feel him before it was too late. Hall passed him and became a champion.
"I just won," Hall said. "It's over."
He held up his hands and shook his head, eyes wide. He lay down on his back and made a snow angel on the track.
In one staggering lap, Hall had become a new star, the first American man to win 400 meters since LaShawn Merritt in 2008. He has bigger plans: He said he plans to enter a new event soon and "cause chaos in that."
But that could wait. He thought late Wednesday night about Abri and A'lani. They had been watching at home. A'lani may not have been old to understand what happened, but Hall had no plans to explain what he had done.
"I'm just gonna tickle her to death," Hall said, and the biggest smile he had worn all night spread across his face.
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The view from Paris: Watching hoops and dreaming of the 'Dream Team'
A daily visual guide through the eyes of an Olympics newbie sent to Paris by The Washington Post. Today's topic: Dreaming of the 'Dream Team'
By Artur Galocha, Bonnie Berkowitz, Alvaro Valino | 2024-08-08
I'm Pete, and The Washington Post sent me to Paris to show you some of the wonders and weirdness you couldn't otherwise see without being here.
I've been waiting to see the basketball players show up -- other than as gymnastics spectators, I mean -- and they're finally here!
Group play for the men's and women's teams took place in Villeneuve-d'Ascq in northern France, so the quarterfinals on Tuesday and Wednesday presented the first opportunities to see the NBA and WNBA players in action in Paris.
I went to Bercy Arena on Tuesday to see the U.S. men play Brazil and sat in the same place I sat when I went to the gymnastics, obstructed view and all. (I could only imagine how three-point shooters looked when they fired from one corner of the court.)
Still, I was in the gym watching the 2024 successors of the "Dream Team," the all-star lineup of NBA greats that showed up at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona and supercharged international basketball.
As I watched LeBron James, Stephen Curry, Kevin Durant and Joel Embiid, I wondered what it had been like to sit in the stands and see Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, Larry Bird and Charles Barkley.
Thirty-two years later, the U.S. games are still blowouts -- Tuesday's certainly was -- but the world has narrowed the gap.
In fact, the NBA has exported its product so successfully that last season, four of the league's top five scorers were born abroad.
Now, at the 2024 Paris Olympics, the game certainly felt different from an NBA contest.
Even though the arena was packed, there was much less loud music. I could hear players and coaches yelling to -- and at -- each other and size-17 high-tops squeak on the floor. How great would it have been to hear Air Jordans that were actually worn by "Air Jordan"? He was so cool -- did they purr instead of squeak?
I wondered how this 2024 team would compare with the 1992 superstars.

A team of NBA stars cruised to the gold medal in the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona. (Robbins/AFP/Getty Images)


Was there booing at the Olympics in 1992? I definitely heard the French fans boo Embiid, who has both French and U.S. citizenship and could have played for either team. He did a little dance every time he heard the boos.
Note to French fans: The guy plays in Philadelphia. Booing will not rattle him.
I think I need to hear more hip-hop!
About this story
Pete's adventures are mostly those of Artur Galocha, who is reporting from Paris. They're written by Bonnie Berkowitz and illustrated by Alvaro Valino. Editing by Jason Murray. Graphics editing by Samuel Granados. Copy editing by Ella Brockway. Data from basketball-reference.com and Olympics.com
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Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat disqualified at Olympics, losing medal chance
Vinesh Phogat was scheduled to face American Sarah Hildebrandt in the women's freestyle 50kg final, but was disqualified. 
By Scott Allen | 2024-08-08

Vinesh Phogat of India reacts after defeating Yusneylis Guzman Lopez of Cuba on Tuesday. (Arlette Bashizi/Reuters)


Indian women's wrestler Vinesh Phogat was disqualified from the 50-kilogram freestyle final and subsequently hospitalized for "severe dehydration" after failing to make weight Wednesday morning. By rule, Phogat's opponent in Tuesday's semifinals, Cuba's Yusneylis Guzman Lopez, replaced her in Wednesday's gold medal match against the United States' Sarah Hildebrandt, who won bronze in the event in the Tokyo Games three years ago.
"Despite the best efforts by the team through the night, [Phogat] weighed in a few grams over 50kg this morning," Team India announced in a statement on social media.
Olympic wrestlers must weigh in the morning of every day they compete. Phogat, who has wrestled for most of her career in the 53-kilogram weight class, reportedly weighed about 100 grams (or 3.5 ounces) above the weight limit Wednesday after making weight and winning three bouts Tuesday. Dinshaw Pardiwala, the chief medical officer of the Indian Olympic Association, said the team tried various measures throughout the night to decrease Phogat's weight after it increased more than normal Tuesday, including cutting her hair, but to no avail.
After Phogat was administered intravenous fluids and hospitalized Wednesday, Indian Olympic Association President PT Usha said the 29-year-0ld was medically okay but "a little disappointed" after being denied a shot at gold.
Phogat was the first woman from India to make it to an Olympic wrestling final. Her route to the gold medal match included a stunning upset of four-time world and defending Olympic champion Yui Susaki of Japan, who had never lost in international competition. Phogat won her quarterfinal match against Ukraine's Oksana Livach, 7-5, before defeating Guzman Lopez, 5-0, in the semifinals.
Hildebrandt, 30, defeated Mongolia's Otgonjargal Dolgorjav, 5-0, in the semifinals.
Indian celebrities and athletes declared emphatic support for Phogat on social media after Wednedsay's disqualification.
"Completely gutted," Abhinav Bindra, who won gold in sport shooting for India at the 2008 Games, wrote on X. "Sometimes u dont need a gold medal to be a true champion to people."
Others in the wrestling community sympathized with Phogat as well. "GIVE VINESH SILVER," American freestyle wrestler Jordan Burroughs, who won gold in the men's 74-kilogram event at the 2012 Olympics, wrote on X.
"It's part of the game," Phogat told the Indian coaches after her disqualification, Indian newspapers reported.
India's wrestling federation appealed the decision to disqualify Phogat, but United World Wrestling, the sport's international governing body, said nothing could be done.
"We have to respect the rules," UWW head Nenad Lalovic said. "I'm so sad that what happened to her. She was overweight very small one. But the rules are rules and everything is public. All the athletes are there and it's impossible to let someone to compete who does not make the weight."
Phogat's disqualification had a domino effect on the bronze medal matches in the 50-kilogram class. China's Feng Ziqi and Dolgorjav will square off in one bronze medal match, while Susaki will face Livach in the other bronze medal match.
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Get ready, U.S. Olympians. Serbia's coming. 
A country of 6.65 million has a three-time NBA MVP, a 24-time Grand Slam champion and a formidable Summer Games presence.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-08-08

Serbia's Nikola Jokic dribbles during a quarterfinal game against Australia. (Michael Conroy/AP)


PARIS -- As a 31-year-old Serbian male human with seven NBA seasons, two Olympics and a Serb-record 1,075 international points on his resume, Bogdan Bogdanovic of the Atlanta Hawks seemed to have heard and mulled the question before, but here it came again, beneath a Parisian arena just after a harrowing Olympic quarterfinal had ended in a cocktail of mirth and relief.
What is it about Serbia, anyway?
How is it that a land slightly smaller than South Carolina, with slightly fewer people than Indiana -- 6.65 million -- plays it so big-time across various sports?
"I'm still looking for the answer for that," Bogdanovic said.
While some keep rummaging around for the answer, Serbia will prepare to oppose the United States in two noteworthy men's semifinals: men's basketball Thursday and men's water polo Friday. It will bring along its Serbian guts, long established as way up the charts in any ranking of global guts, crucial for their workings in moments of pressure that appear unbearable.
A threat of Serbian guts has coursed through recent Olympic days. On Sunday, one of the most composure-rich athletes in sports history, Novak Djokovic, upended 21-year-old Carlos Alcaraz for the men's tennis gold medal by clinching the two tiebreakers with his usual, implausible calm, plus a gorgeous punch volley that fluttered over the net far from Alcaraz for one set point and a crashing forehand that blew by Alcaraz for the other.
On Tuesday, Serbia's men's basketball team trailed Australia 44-20 in the second quarter, then led 81-78 with 2:50 left, then suffered a well-guarded score-tying shot from Patty Mills that could have wreaked horror, then trailed 90-87 in overtime, then won 95-90, for the largest comeback in Olympic knockout-round history.

Serbia's Nikola Jaksic celebrates after scoring during a quarterfinal match against Greece. (Luca Bruno/AP)


On Wednesday Serbia, the twice-defending men's water polo gold medalist trailed an excellent Greece 9-8 and 10-9 in the waning minutes before taking an 11-10 lead, getting tied at 11 with six seconds left while the arena boomed, and then, just when demoralization threatened, winning 12-11 with three seconds left on a wow of a long shot from Nikola Jaksic that skipped past the Greek goalie.
Serbian guts, Jaksic said in English thereafter, stem "from our past."
That's part of it, except that lots of peoples have pasts.
"For our mentality, it's never finished," his teammate Nemanja Ubovic said. "We are playing to the end."
That's part of it, except that lots of peoples have endurance.
As Jaksic noted after his shocking goal left the Greeks with the harsh condition of quarterfinal devastation, the way things look at Olympics aren't always how they look when fewer are looking. Serbia, he stressed, lost in quarterfinals in both the European and world championships this year, to Hungary and Croatia, and thus approached another Olympic final four "hoping to keep this mentality" of focus. Quarterfinals, Bogdanovic stressed, hurl "the largest pressure of the tournament" upon the athletes, because quarterfinals represent the last gateway toward the medals.
As the basketball team and its great North Star Nikola Jokic slowly climbed out of their chasm on Tuesday, Jokic languished with turnovers at times even with his 21 points and 14 rebounds yet, Bogdanovic said, "His biggest advantage is to stay calm, and not be afraid of what is the clock, what is the situation, are we down, are we up? You know, they took the lead in overtime and we kept playing the same way, the team way."
With 25 seconds left in overtime, he hit the kind of shot he had been missing along his way to a not-bad 9-for-17: a thorny one of high degree of difficulty from the baseline.
All the while, two Serbian men in the upper deck suffered and cheered enough that they could have staged their own two-man wave.
Afterward, they fielded the question.
"In general," Martin Stevovski explained for starters, "Yugoslavia was very good in team sports. And Serbia continues."
True, Yugoslavia won four men's basketball silver medals and one gold; won three men's water polo gold medals and four silvers; reached two Euro soccer finals. Serbia and Montenegro won a water polo silver in 2004; Serbia the gold in 2016 and 2021, plus a men's basketball silver in 2016 even before Jokic got great.
Stevovski, though, delineated between the team concept and the individual. Of Djokovic, he said, "And I would like to say that this is purely coincidental," that no one like Djokovic had preceded Djokovic, that no one likely would follow.
"This type of guy," he said, "is really unique."
Add to that the great Monica Seles from Novi Sad, then-Yugoslavia, now Serbia, as well as the children of war who marked the early 21st-century such as tennis major finalists Ana Ivanovic and Jelena Jankovic, with Ivanovic the 2008 French Open champion.
"You can imagine Yugoslavia," Milan Radovic said, "and we had well-developed gym [programs] in elementary schools. We start from that."
"Yeah, yeah, for sure, for sure," Stevovski said, "but additionally I would like to say that the people like sports really much."
That's part of it, and maybe that "really much" exceeds the really much of others.

Novak Djokovic kisses his gold medal after defeating Carlos Alcaraz in the Olympic tennis final. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


For a country of 6.65 million to produce two giants -- a 24-time Grand Slam tournament champion and a three-time NBA MVP and one-time champion -- takes the whole thing further into the clouds.
"An insane era," Bogdanovic said, "playing at the same time, different sports. It's amazing."
It elevates an intra-Serbia, cross-sport appreciation.
"He's one of the greatest athletes on the Earth," Bogdanovic said of Djokovic, "and he shows it years by years. I mean, I know he loves basketball, and I know he supports us. We are supporting him; it's mutual respect in sports."
And then, the other direction: After Djokovic beat Rafael Nadal in the second round of the Olympic tournament, finished his interviews and began to head off the premises, the estimable Mark Kiszla, longtime writer on the Denver skyline, strove for the implausible. He popped in and asked Djokovic about that Denver Nugget, Jokic.
Well, all the associates in the world charged with ushering a star away from distractions couldn't have stopped Djokovic from going on for an enthusiastic, amiable three minutes about the other superstar, and instructing his helpers to let him continue extolling. It's all part of a little giant of a country, curious to watch intently while hard to grasp precisely.
"I don't know why," Bogdanovic restated, "but it starts with love, I guess: love for the game."
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U.S. wins silver in artistic swimming, ending 20-year medal drought
After a three-night competition, the Americans finished behind China and edged out bronze medalist Spain.
By Gretchen Reynolds | 2024-08-07

The American team -- from left, Anita Alvarez, Jaime Czarkowski, Megumi Field, Keana Hunter, Audrey Kwon, Jacklyn Luu, Daniella Ramirez, Ruby Remati -- celebrate with the silver medal. (Maye-E Wong/Reuters)


SAINT-DENIS, France -- A long dry spell for U.S. artistic swimming ended with a splash Wednesday night, when the Americans took the silver medal at the Paris Olympics, finishing behind a dominant Chinese team and just ahead of Spain.
The U.S. team hadn't even qualified for the Olympics since 2008, and they last won a team medal -- bronze -- at the 2004 Athens Games.
Coached since 2019 by four-time Spanish Olympic artistic swimmer Andrea Fuentes, the Americans have soared in the international standings, including a second-best overall score, behind China, at the world championships earlier this year. Russia, which was not invited to these Olympics, had won every Olympic gold medal since 2000.
The team artistic swimming contest consisted of three nights of competition during which swimmers performed technical, free and acrobatic routines. Entering the final night of competition at the Aquatics Centre, the United States was in second place after China, thanks to an almost flawless performance Tuesday in the free routine. They also placed fourth Monday in the precision-driven technical routine, winning over the crowd -- and the internet -- with their underwater, upside-down moonwalk to Michael Jackson's "Smooth Criminal."
Wednesday's session featured what are known as acrobatic routines, a new addition to the sport for this Olympics, with athletes launching their teammates into highflying somersaults, midair splits and occasional face splats. The acrobatics routine was designed to be telegenic and crowd-pleasing and, if tonight's crowd decibels were any indication, it worked.

The U.S. artistic swimming team last qualified for the Olympics in 2008. Coach Andrea Fuentes's direction has propelled the group back to the Olympic podium.


The final scores underscored just how ascendant China is. They placed first all three nights and wound up with a cumulative score of 996.1389 to the United States' 914.3421 and Spain's 900.7319. France was fourth with 886.6487 points.
But even as the United States and the other medalists celebrate tonight, everyone involved with the sport sees change ahead.
The IOC agreed in 2022 to allow up to two men to be part of the eight-person artistic swim teams in this Olympics, but none of the teams competing at these games included men on their rosters. (Men have already appeared in team and duet events at the world championships and other, lower-level events, but never at the Olympics.)
"This should have been a landmark moment for the sport," a disappointed World Aquatics said in a statement in June, after it became obvious that no men would figure in artistic swimming in Paris.
But almost everyone foresees men on teams by the 2028 Games in Los Angeles.
What that shift will mean is anyone's guess, although it's likely to involve higher throws and perhaps a little less precision, because men haven't yet been as schooled in the sports' meticulous technical demands.
Bill May, 45, left behind a career at Cirque du Soleil to train with the U.S. team and is universally considered the best male artistic swimmer in history, even though he didn't make the United States' final Olympics roster.
"Whenever it finally happens, I think it will be really good for our sport," said May, during a March interview, when he was still on the roster's bubble. "It will show we promote inclusion, that we're willing to experiment. And it will be so much fun to watch."
But May said he does not plan to come out of retirement to vie for a roster spot in 2028, when he would be 49.
Artistic swimming at the Olympics concludes with the duet artistic swimming routines Friday and Saturday
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Olympic gymnastics is for the olds* now
*OK, they're not that old. But the women's medalists in Paris were the oldest in 60 years, a Post analysis shows.  
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-08-07

Women's floor exercise medalists, from left, Simone Biles (silver), Brazil's Rebeca Andrade (gold) and American Jordan Chiles (bronze) (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


PARIS -- The most riveting moments of the women's gymnastics competition here featured the same two athletes: Simone Biles, widely considered the best gymnast in the sport's history, and Rebeca Andrade, a Brazilian star and Biles's top challenger.
When Biles faltered, Andrade made a push before Biles rallied to the all-around gold. In the vault final, Biles's difficulty propelled her to the top of the podium again. And in the finale on floor, Andrade left the Games an Olympic champion because she showcased the controlled landings that Biles lacked. Each competition was a dramatic battle between two athletes in their primes.
Biles is 27. Andrade is 25. Together they have led a wave of older athletes excelling at the sport's highest level, each Olympic medal helping debunk the long-held belief that women's gymnastics was a sport for teenagers.
Biles and Andrade each earned four medals in Paris, but nine other gymnasts who are at least 21 years old left with at least one. The average age of women's gymnastics medalists at the Paris Games was 22.7, the highest mark in 60 years and the continuation of a decades-long trend of older gymnasts winning Olympic medals.
"It shows that you can continue in the sport," said Chellsie Memmel, the technical lead on the U.S. high performance staff. "If you're smart about your training, you don't have to necessarily peak when you're 16, because these women are continually learning and progressing and doing new skills, doing harder skills, than they were at 16. And that belief of what it used to be shouldn't be there anymore."
The average age of Olympic medalists was already falling when Romania's Nadia Comaneci, then 14, captivated the world in 1976. She became the first gymnast to score a 10.0 at the Olympics, and her lithe frame and graceful performance became the image of perfection. Comaneci's coaches, Bela and Martha Karolyi, defected to the United States in 1981 and, with now-decried coaching methods, eventually built an American gymnastics dynasty.
By 1992, teenagers dominated the Olympics. U.S. gymnast Shannon Miller won five medals, including the all-around silver, at 15. The average age of medalists that Olympics dipped to an all-time low: 16.6 years old.
When Comaneci competed, gymnasts only needed to turn 14 by the end of the Olympic year to be eligible for the Games. With gymnasts trending younger, officials increased the minimum age to 15 in 1981 and to 16 in 1997, where it remains today. Gradually, the gymnasts at the top of the sport started to become older, even as the age minimum stayed put.
Now the long career trajectories of gymnasts define the Games. Andrade had three major knee injuries before rivaling Biles in Paris. Biles worked back from a mental block that forced her to withdraw from nearly every event in Tokyo. Here, Biles became the fourth-oldest Olympic medalist in women's gymnastics since the 1970s, and she has reached these heights with skills none of her peers have attempted. Biles at 27 was undeniably better than the 19-year-old version of herself who became a global star at her first Olympics in 2016.
After this year's U.S. trials, Biles apologized to Aly Raisman, who competed at her second Olympics at 22 years old, because she had far exceeded the age that prompted her to call Raisman a "grandma." Biles then joked it was past her bedtime. Biles hasn't ruled out the Los Angeles Olympics in 2028, when she will be 31.

Olympic champion Simone Biles reflected on her career, her progress and her influence on the sport on Aug. 6 in Paris.


The idea that gymnasts peaked between age 16 and 18 was "put into gymnasts' minds," said Jordan Chiles, a 23-year-old who trains alongside Biles. Now, she said, "People can see, 'Oh, that's not true. They're continuing. They're doing everything they want to do for themselves.' I think with Simone, she's kind of a perfect example for that."
Biles led this U.S. team that also included Chiles, Jade Carey (24) and Sunisa Lee (21). All four competed in Tokyo three years ago. For the first time, an Olympic team featured two past Olympic women's all-around champions. The lone newcomer, 16-year-old Hezly Rivera, was the outlier.
"They've all continued to improve as they've gotten older," said Memmel, a 2008 Olympian who made a comeback in 2021 as a 32-year-old mother of two. "And I think it's just a great message, too, to the younger generation that, 'Hey, it's okay if you didn't quite make it this first time around. You could have another [Olympic cycle] or even another after that to go for it.'"
Some of the younger American gymnasts who were age-eligible for the Paris Games have already said they hope to compete for a spot in 2028. Dulcy Caylor, a 16-year-old who trains at the gym owned by Biles's parents, said earlier this year that as a kid, she saw 2024 as the year for her Olympic dream. Now, she said, she knows "how much more I could do for 2028." By then, she will be 20, still younger than most of the gymnasts on this year's team.
Teenagers still had standout moments in Paris. The bars final starred two 17-year-olds, with Algeria's Kaylia Nemour edging out China's Qiu Qiyuan for gold. Manila Esposito, also 17, helped lead Italy to its first team medal in nearly a century and then won bronze on beam. But all the other individual medalists were older.
American gymnasts and coaches credit smarter training methods and an increased willingness to allow gymnasts with Olympic aspirations to also compete in college, extending some gymnasts' careers. Another factor: an open-ended scoring system that debuted in 2006, which allows powerful gymnasts with difficult tricks to rack up points. That favors athletes who have had time to develop their skills and their bodies.
Memmel isn't sure whether the past perception that gymnasts peaked in their teens was simply wrong or the sport has evolved. It's probably a combination of both, she said. But for now and in the future, there is no doubt: The final moment of the women's gymnastics competition at these Games featured a podium with athletes aged 23, 25 and 27, including the two biggest stars of the sport, each better than they've ever been.
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Paris Olympics 2024 live updates: Noah Lyles to run in 200 meters; U.S. women's volleyball defeats Brazil 
Follow here for the latest news, updates, results and highlights from the Paris Summer Olympics.
By Washington Post staff, Scott Allen, Ben Golliver, Dave Sheinin, Matt Bonesteel, Adam Kilgore, Cindy  Boren, Chuck Culpepper, Courtney Beesch, Brianna Schroer, Aadit Tambe, Emily Giambalvo, Rick Maese | 2024-08-08
PARIS -- The Summer Olympics continue Thursday with some of the biggest U.S. stars back in action. On Wednesday, Quincy Hall capped a busy medal session in track and field, winning gold in the 400 meters. The U.S. artistic gymnastics team took silver for its first medal since 2004. The American women advanced to the semifinals of the Olympic tournament with a quarterfinal win over Nigeria. And the U.S. women's volleyball team highlighted Thursday morning's action by beating rival Brazil in an intense semifinal match. Follow along for live updates and highlights from the Summer Games in Paris.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-08
PARIS OLYMPICS
NFL PRESEASON
7 p.m. Carolina at New England >>> NFL Network
MLB
Noon San Francisco at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
12:20 p.m. Milwaukee at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
3:30 p.m. New York Mets at Colorado >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
7 p.m. Baltimore at Toronto >>> MASN2, MLB Network, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
7 p.m. Los Angeles Angels at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
10 p.m. Philadelphia at Arizona >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
GOLF
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Wyndham Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
9 p.m. Leagues Cup, round of 32: Tigres UANL vs. Pachuca >>> Fox Sports 1
11 p.m. Leagues Cup, round of 32: Necaxa at San Jose >>> Fox Sports 1
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: National Bank Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S LACROSSE
5 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Moreno vs. Team North >>> ESPNU
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL -- REGION TOURNAMENTS
1 p.m. Midwest, semifinal: Iowa vs. South Dakota >>> ESPN2
3 p.m. Mid-Atlantic, semifinal: District of Columbia vs. Maryland >>> ESPN
5 p.m. Mountain, semifinal: Nevada vs. Colorado >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. New England, final: Maine vs. New Hampshire >>> ESPN
9 p.m. Northwest, final: Idaho vs. Washington >>> ESPN
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL WORLD SERIES
1 p.m. Elimination game: New England vs. North Carolina >>> ESPN
5 p.m. Elimination game: Central vs. Southwest >>> ESPN
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The White Sox narrowly avoided a record losing streak. They're still a mess.
Chicago snapped a 21-game losing streak late Tuesday night but is on pace for the most losses in MLB history.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-08-07

Andrew Vaughn drops his bat after striking out looking Tuesday night against the Athletics. The White Sox snapped a 21-game losing streak but are having one of the worst seasons in MLB history. (Godofredo A. Vasquez/AP)


When the 27th out of their 28th win settled into Andrew Benintendi's glove Tuesday night, the Chicago White Sox had not so much made history but avoided it.
Their 5-1 victory at the Oakland Athletics meant they would not suffer 22 straight defeats, an American League record -- at least, not this month. It meant they would not have to worry about losing two more, which would have tied the modern-era major league record for consecutive losses at 23. And it meant they did not have to worry about what would have happened if the streak had still been intact when they play the Chicago Cubs this weekend, forcing them to fend off their crosstown rivals to stave off unprecedented ignominy.
Even at a mere 21 games, the streak was memorable. The last time they won, on July 10, the Democratic nominee for vice president was a San Francisco Giants fan, not a Minnesota Twins fan. Mike Trout still had a chance to return this season. Erick Fedde and Tommy Pham and Michael Kopech, all since traded to the St. Louis Cardinals and Los Angeles Dodgers, were still on the team. Starter Garrett Crochet, who was not traded at the deadline, seemed likely to depart.
"Any time you win, it's great. Any time you win when you lose 21 in a row, it feels even better," White Sox Manager Pedro Grifol told reporters after the game. "I'm proud of these guys. They just keep coming to the ballpark every day to play hard. They care."
If "coming to the ballpark every day" and "caring" feel like the bare minimum, rather than cause for praise, such is the reality of this White Sox season, which has been so abysmal that the facts read like insults.
Tuesday night's win meant the White Sox had a .241 winning percentage entering Wednesday afternoon's series finale in Oakland. (They lost that one.) Over 162 games, that projects to a 39-123 record. The record for losses belongs to the 1962 New York Mets, who lost 120 games in their inaugural season.
No position player on their roster had reached one full Win Above Replacement, according to FanGraphs. The player closest, at 0.9 WAR, is Paul DeJong, whom they traded to the Kansas City Royals last week.
Their offense had a collective WAR of minus-5.8, making them the only team in baseball to be statistically worse than what FanGraphs determines to be the average replacement-level player. Since 1962, only 22 teams have finished with a negative total WAR. Only two, the 1977 Atlanta Braves and the 1979 Athletics, finished the season with a WAR worse than minus-5.
The White Sox had scored 358 runs this season, fewest in baseball by 55 runs. Their .617 OPS would be the lowest by any team since 1981. Their .216 team batting average would be fourth worst for a team since 1962.
Chicago's pitching has been slightly better, thanks in large part to the soon-to-be-shut-down Crochet and the now-departed Fedde. Its 4.84 collective ERA was second only to the geographically challenged Colorado Rockies for MLB's worst. The White Sox are walking more than four batters per nine innings -- a quarter of a batter more, per day, than the next-closest team.
"From the outside, it's ugly. That's the truth of it," Fedde said when he joined the Cardinals last week. "But we had a lot of young guys, a ton of potential. That was something I tried to pride myself in -- helping as much as I could."

For the first time in nearly a month, the White Sox were able to celebrate a victory Tuesday night. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images)


Fedde, a 31-year-old whose contract with the White Sox allowed him to revive his MLB career after a stint in South Korea, is prone to politeness. He is right that the White Sox are loaded with young players with potential; any team that has been rebuilding for much of the past decade should be. But from top to bottom, the organization has shown something between an inability and an unwillingness to hone it.
White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf remains one of the game's most towering ownership figures, an influential voice in MLB matters who has, at times in recent years, invested in his roster. For example, the White Sox finished the past two seasons with payrolls above $200 million. Even so, his push to get the White Sox a new stadium partially paid for by public funding as his team plunges toward a new nadir has felt poorly timed, at best.
He was slow to move on from beleaguered vice president Ken Williams and general manager Rick Hahn, whom he ultimately fired last season after a long rebuild resulted in two brief postseason appearances and was punctuated by failed decisions, including the hiring of manager Tony La Russa. Questions about organizational and clubhouse culture festered under Hahn and Williams, who passed them to Grifol last season before letting new general manager Chris Getz inherit them before this one. Those questions have not gone away, in part because of Grifol's emphasis on player accountability and seeming rigidity when it comes to daily expectations.
In fact, questions about Grifol's handling of his clubhouse this year have only gotten louder in recent weeks. A report from Chicago radio station 670 the Score suggested Grifol told his players they were the only ones to blame for the team's struggles and mandated practices such as pregame running that are usually left up to the players. Grifol denied the specifics of that message, but he did acknowledge delivering one.
"My mentality and the way I look at things is we're all in this thing together, and I'm the first one to take blame for anything that happens on this team," Grifol told reporters, including Sox Machine. "I'm the manager, right? And I've done that since Day 1. I did it last year. I'll do it again this year. I don't hide away from blame. Blame is what it is. I've got the position, the office. That's the chair. I would never blame our players for this season. That's not my makeup. However, I did have a meeting with the players. And I said, 'The one thing we don't want to do as an organization is to go down in history as the worst record in baseball.'"
Reports from ESPN and others suggest Grifol, whose managerial record has dropped to 100 games under .500 in less than two seasons, probably will be let go soon. He, of course, is not the only problem. Getz's handling of his top talent at the trade deadline also raised eyebrows, particularly when he traded Fedde, Kopech and Pham in a three-team deal that netted the White Sox three prospects -- none of whom ranked in Baseball America's top 100.
The most major-league-ready of that bunch, former Dodgers infielder Miguel Vargas, was caught by television cameras sitting alone at the end of the dugout after consecutive loss No. 21 on Monday, looking shellshocked. Who could blame him? The juxtaposition of the well-oiled organization he left and the decrepit condition of the one he is joining certainly would be jarring.
If there is good news for the White Sox, it is that they have amassed plenty of young talent over their past few years of breaking down would-be contenders. The question, as it has been for years, is whether the people running the organization know what to do with that talent. Getz has not been in charge for long. Progress is possible. But as distant as their previous win felt before Tuesday, memories of true success on the South Side are even harder to recall. The last time the White Sox won a playoff series was nearly two decades ago. Ending one streak was hard enough.

White Sox Manager Pedro Grifol is 100 games under .500 in less than two full seasons on the job. (Jeff Chiu/AP)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/07/white-sox-worst-mlb-team-ever/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



U.S. men's basketball starts strong, routs Brazil to reach semifinals
Next up is a semifinal matchup against Serbia after Devin Booker leads the way with 18 points against overmatched Brazil.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-08-07

Devin Booker led the U.S. men's team with 18 points in a win over Brazil on Tuesday. (Aris Messinis/AFP/Getty Images)


PARIS -- The U.S. men's basketball team has played with fire all summer, falling into big, early holes in several exhibition games before getting off to sleepy starts in the opening round of the Olympics.
But as the tournament shifted from Lille, in northern France, to Paris for the quarterfinals Tuesday, the Americans kicked their bad habit in emphatic fashion. After building a 13-point lead before Coach Steve Kerr made his first round of substitutions, the United States turned in a 122-87 victory over Brazil, which possessed the spunk, but not the talent, needed to keep things interesting after halftime. The U.S. team will face Serbia in one semifinal Thursday; Germany and France will play in the other.
The Americans' newfound mental focus, sharpened by the do-or-die stakes of the knockout round and perhaps aided by two days to rest and prepare, was especially timely considering the drama that unfolded earlier Tuesday. In the other three quarterfinals, favorites Germany, Serbia and Canada faced double-digit deficits in the first half that forced them to play down to the wire. While Germany was able to come back to put away Greece and Serbia eked out an overtime win over Australia after trailing by 24, Canada lost to France in the most consequential upset of the tournament.
"We talked about it before the game: All three underdogs had big leads at the end of the first quarter," Kerr said. "We wanted to come out and make sure we were the aggressors. These guys have really turned it up."
France's unexpected triumph brought the Bercy Arena crowd to its feet, but the U.S. team's steady showing returned the fans to their seats. With the Americans holding a 63-36 halftime edge, the public address announcers tried desperately to liven up the crowd.
"We need to get some noise in this room," one said. The other replied: "Brazil, where are you?" Scattered, halfhearted applause followed.
This version of the "Dream Team" hasn't been as captivating as previous iterations, but it displayed the ability to dominate in workmanlike fashion against Brazil, which lacked any major NBA contributors. The U.S. team appears to be peaking at the right time: Its 122 points and 35-point margin of victory were team highs for its nine games this summer, which included five pre-Olympic exhibitions.
Joel Embiid, who struggled throughout the group stage, scored 14 points in the first half, setting the tone and making the Brazilians pay for leaving him open on the perimeter. When the 2023 NBA MVP made a basket while being fouled shortly before halftime, Embiid uncorked a celebratory series of crotch chops aimed at French fans who continue to boo him for deciding to play for the United States instead of the host country.
"Everything is coming together, so it's good to have fun, too," Embiid said. "If the fans want to go at me, I'll tell them to -- I won't say the words."

Kevin Durant became the U.S. Olympic all-time leading scorer during Tuesday's game. (Aris Messinis/AFP/Getty Images)


Though the Americans didn't treat the cosmopolitan crowd to all that many highflying highlights, they shot the ball extraordinarily well from outside as LeBron James kept everyone involved. Kerr has emphasized that his team of all-stars will take turns in the hero's role, and this time it was Devin Booker who moved to center stage. The Phoenix Suns scoring guard, who has largely occupied a three-and-defense role in the Olympics, led six Americans in double figures by scoring 18 points and making five three-pointers.
History arrived as a footnote during the blowout when Kevin Durant surpassed women's star Lisa Leslie as the all-time leading Olympic scorer in U.S. basketball history. Durant, who scored 11 points against Brazil and is seeking his fourth Olympic gold medal, has a career tally of 494 points, topping Leslie's 488 across four Olympics.
James finished with 12 points and nine assists despite taking an inadvertent elbow to the head that required four stitches. The Los Angeles Lakers star showed no ill effects from the collision as he delighted the crowd during garbage time by placing a crown on his own head when he was shown on the video board.
"We're seizing the opportunity," James said. "In order for us to lock down in this tournament, it starts on the defensive end. On the offensive end, we've got to continue to help each other and spread the ball around. [Embiid] had it going early on. [Booker] had it going on late. We just fed off those guys."
The U.S. team should enter the semifinals with full confidence after defeating Serbia, 105-79, in a July 17 exhibition in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, and claiming a 110-84 victory in its July 28 Olympics opener. Serbia survived a strong performance from Australia guard Patty Mills, who sank a game-tying shot in the closing seconds of regulation to force overtime. Nikola Jokic made a pair of timely defensive plays and delivered two clutch baskets to close out the 95-90 win. With a victory Thursday, the U.S. team would play for its fifth straight gold medal Saturday.
"It's a challenge," Kerr said. "Serbia is really good, and we can't get lulled to sleep because we beat them twice. We have to be prepared for their best effort. We have to think about what they're going to do different. Jokic: Does he play 40 minutes? What else do they have up their sleeve?"
On the other side of the bracket, the French bounced back from a one-sided 85-71 loss to Germany in the group stage to shock the previously undefeated Canadians. France Coach Vincent Collet benched veterans Rudy Gobert and Evan Fournier to go with a smaller lineup that better matched up with the versatile Canadians. The gambit worked brilliantly as France built a 23-10 lead in the first quarter, received balanced scoring contributions from several role players and set itself up for a rematch with Germany on Thursday with an 82-73 win.
"We all had to realize our roles, our history and the direction we wanted to take," France star Victor Wembanyama said. "We had four days [off] -- that's a lot of time to think and fix things. The players were dedicated to fixing everything."
Germany, the tournament's No. 2 seed, advanced to the Olympic semifinals for the first time with a 76-63 win over Greece. The Germans trailed by 12 in the first half before regaining control.
"I was 7 [years old] when Dirk [Nowitzki] played in the [2008] Olympics," Germany forward Franz Wagner said. "We've come a long way thanks to guys like him."
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Windows 10 has a 'best by' date. Here's what you can do when support ends.
Your Windows 10 PC won't magically stop working, but it's time to start thinking about your options.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-08-08

(Beata Zawrzel/NurPhoto/AP)


The end is in sight -- for Windows 10, anyway.
It has been nearly a decade since Microsoft first launched its popular Windows 10 operating system, and to this day it remains widely used. That's even true compared with the software meant to replace it, according to the web traffic analysis firm Statcounter. But nothing lasts forever, not even good software.
On Oct. 14, 2025, Microsoft will officially end public support for Windows 10 -- that means no more software updates, security patches, or technical support for your Windows 10 computer, no matter how well it still works. And to make that clear to some of its users, Microsoft has trumpeted the change with full-screen notices that appear when a person turns on their PC.
Don't worry: If you're using a Windows 10 PC right now, it's not going to magically stop working next year. But now's not a bad time to start thinking through your options for when Microsoft does officially put Windows 10 out to pasture.

Microsoft is telling some users about the Windows 10 wind-down with fullscreen notices like this, which can appear when a PC is turned on. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post via Microsoft)


If your computer is eligible to upgrade to Windows 11, doing so is your easiest and likely safest option.
Windows 11 has been around for nearly three years now, and a steady cadence of updates have ironed out early issues and added new tools. There's a learning curve, to be sure, and some users have reported that Windows 11 can feel slower than Windows 10, but taking the path of least resistance here isn't a bad option.
To check if your PC is ready for Windows 11, download and run Microsoft's PC Health Check app.
Unfortunately, some people (myself included) don't have the option to upgrade. That's because Windows 11 needs to see certain security features in place before you install it -- features that didn't always come standard on Windows 10 PCs.
Naturally, some talented software folks have figured out ways around this requirement, and Microsoft has tacitly acknowledged that you can install Windows 11 even if your computer doesn't technically meet the minimum requirements.
That said, the company says that if you go down this route, "your PC will no longer be supported and won't be entitled to receive updates" -- which kind of defeats the purpose of the update entirely.
Your computer will still work normally on Oct. 14, 2025, and in the days that follow. It'll do just about everything it did before, too, short of installing new Windows updates. And if you really wanted to stick to what has worked for you, well, you certainly can.
Just be aware that your computer will no longer receive new features, and that in the long run, some of the companies that make the apps you rely on may drop support for Windows 10 as well.
You may also be an easier target for malware and bad actors. If you use your computer's built-in Windows Defender software, you may want to consider alternatives like Malwarebytes that will continue to get updates. But even that might not be enough, some experts say.
"Trying to secure an outdated operating system is hopeless," said Mikko Hypponen, chief research officer of the Finland-based cybersecurity group WithSecure. When new patches and updates are released for Windows 11, he says attackers will reverse-engineer those releases to see if the same vulnerabilities exist in Windows 10 as well.
"Most of them will, and users running Windows 10 will be attacked," he added.
If you're a Windows 10 die-hard, you might have one more option. Late last year, Microsoft announced that it would offer extended service updates to regular consumers the way it does for businesses and schools that aren't in a position to upgrade. Those businesses and schools have to pay annually for those updates, and it's not yet clear what -- if anything -- Microsoft will charge the rest of us.

Screenshot showing that even a perfectly functional, recently upgraded PC isn't necessarily ready to run Windows 11. (The Washington Post)


If you're one of those people whose PC simply won't play nice with Windows 11, it might be worth considering buying a new computer outright.
Here at the Help Desk, we're big fans of holding on to our devices for as long as possible. That said, this is actually a pretty good time to be looking for a new computer anyway -- Windows-powered "AI PCs" are having a moment, and the models we've tested have offered great performance and battery life.
If you're on a tighter budget, though, or are only begrudgingly looking for a replacement computer, consider buying refurbished Windows 11 PCs straight from manufacturers. Marketplaces for used gadgets like Back Market can be great places to find deals, too, though it can be trickier to find machines already running Windows 11.
Okay, fine -- most people really shouldn't bother with this option. But if you're trying to breathe new life into an older PC and you're not wedded to Windows anyway, installing a lightweight, alternate operating system could give you a few extra years of use.
In the past, we've found success with ChromeOS Flex -- free software from Google that basically turns your computer into a dedicated web-browsing device.
It's limited, for sure, and won't offer the same level of software flexibility as Windows, but it managed to turn a $100 test laptop we bought on eBay into a lean, mean Chrome and Google Docs machine.
If you're really willing to veer away from Windows, there's always Linux -- distributions like Mint and Ubuntu are relatively easy to get started with, and you'll find a wider variety of apps and services to lean on compared with ChromeOS. (They're also totally free, which doesn't hurt.)
These different operating systems can be fascinating to learn and live with, but you'll need a certain appetite for mucking around with your tech to really benefit from them.
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Google monopoly ruling shows 19th-century law can police Big Tech
The first big tech-sector anti-monopoly ruling in a generation challenges the idea that the internet era has outgrown U.S. antitrust law. 
By Gerrit De Vynck, Eva Dou | 2024-08-08

Monday's ruling that Google is a monopoly is the first outcome in a series of cases underway against tech giants including Apple, Meta and Amazon. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


SAN FRANCISCO -- A federal judge's ruling that Google broke the law to maintain a monopoly in search has dealt a blow to one of Big Tech's main arguments against regulation: that America's antiquated antitrust laws aren't flexible enough to address the fast-changing nature of tech innovation.
On Monday, Judge Amit Mehta of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia wrote in a 277-page decision that Google had broken Section 2 of the Sherman Act, a law signed into effect by President Benjamin Harrison in 1890.
The ruling was the first major antitrust ruling against a Big Tech company since a federal court ruled against Microsoft in 2000 for maintaining a monopoly through its operating system. Since then, Google and a small handful of other firms have become titans of the internet age, pulling in revenue never before seen in the history of business and touching the lives of billions of people every day. For most of the past 20 years, the U.S. government has encouraged their growth, rarely intervening in acquisitions or launching antitrust lawsuits against them.
That has changed in recent years, as politicians, regulators, smaller competitors and consumers have become more critical of Big Tech's power. This court case is the first in a series that have been launched against Google, Meta, Amazon and Apple, all of which have pushed back. In its defense in this case, Google argued that the rapid evolution of the internet, including the rise of TikTok and the artificial intelligence boom, meant that the company did not have a monopoly. Even Google competitors and critics who welcomed the government's lawsuit worried that Washington didn't have the tools to constrain tech giants.
"The one lesson I take from this is that antitrust law has a lot of flexibility in it. It seems able to accommodate dealing with these large companies," said Neil Chilson, who previously served as the Federal Trade Commission's chief technologist and is now head of AI policy at the Abundance Institute, a tech think tank.
For decades, most judges and antitrust experts subscribed to a view of competition law that focused on whether company behavior increased prices for end consumers. Big Tech products like Facebook's social network, or Google's Gmail or search engine, didn't come under scrutiny because they were free for regular people to use. But as the companies acquired competitors, grew rapidly richer and became gatekeepers to the internet, some scholars argued that the consumer price-focused approach to antitrust needed to be revolutionized.
Politicians also began souring on Big Tech as concerns grew in the late 2010s about social media's impact on polarization and children's mental health. While lawmakers were previously loath to be seen as anti-tech or anti-innovation, Silicon Valley has more recently become a popular political punching bag for people from both parties.
The investigations into Big Tech began under the Trump administration, as tech CEOs were repeatedly hauled in front of Congress to answer questions on misinformation, competition and alleged bias. Trump's Justice Department sued Google in October 2020, and the department continued the lawsuit after Biden took power, culminating in last fall's trial and Monday's ruling against the company.
Many Big Tech critics were thrilled about Mehta's decision, suggesting it bodes well for prosecutors in pending Big Tech antitrust cases and bolsters the argument that internet giants are using their dominance to stifle competition in emerging technologies. Nidhi Hegde, interim executive director of the American Economic Liberties Project, a think tank that has advocated for more aggressive antitrust enforcement, called it "a resounding signal that the anti-monopoly movement is here to stay."
The Justice Department's antitrust lawsuit against Apple bears some similarities to the Google search case, alleging that the tech giant uses its prominence in smartphones to control app developers. But as with the Google case, much will depend on how the court defines the relevant market -- as the tighter iPhone ecosystem or the broader smartphone market in which Apple is one of multiple rivals. Apple has said it would "vigorously defend" itself in the case and has sought to have it dismissed.
The Federal Trade Commission has also filed antitrust lawsuits against Amazon and Meta. The agency is challenging the online retailer over the fees it charges merchants on its marketplace, while it argues in the Meta case that Facebook has quashed competition, especially by buying rivals Instagram and WhatsApp. Both companies have promised spirited defenses and say  they aren't monopolies. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
"This decision generates momentum for those other cases in the coming months," said Notre Dame Law School Professor Roger Alford, who is consulting for state attorneys general in a second anti-monopoly case against Google, involving its role in the digital advertising market.
But other antitrust experts say Mehta's decision itself won't likely have such influence. "Antitrust cases are so case-by-case," said Sam Weinstein, a professor at Cardozo School of Law and a former Justice Department antitrust lawyer. "What happens in a Google case will have very little bearing on what happens with a Facebook case or an Amazon case."
Google has already said it would appeal Monday's ruling to the U.S. Court of Appeals. A ruling from that court could have a more widespread effect on how judges around the country think about antitrust and Big Tech, Weinstein said. "That's going to be a very important decision." If Google loses there it could try to get the matter before the Supreme Court.
However Google fares in any appellate court, the judgment will be grounded, like Mehta's, in the body of antitrust law that has grown up over more than 130 years. U.S. lawmakers have periodically proposed updating legislation to specifically address new internet technologies. Such efforts have never drawn enough backing to pass into law.
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Starliner crew may stay in space until February as NASA weighs SpaceX option
The astronauts on the Boeing test flight were supposed to stay on the International Space Station for eight days but could end up staying eight months. 
By Christian Davenport | 2024-08-07

NASA officials on Aug. 7 said a decision has not yet been made on how to get astronauts Sunita Williams and Barry Wilmore back to Earth.


NASA officials said Wednesday that Boeing's Starliner spacecraft may not be safe enough to return the crew home and that they could turn to Boeing rival SpaceX for the return much later than originally planned.
If NASA takes that extraordinary route, it could mean that Sunita Williams and Barry "Butch" Wilmore, the NASA astronauts who launched on Boeing's Starliner, would have their mission, originally scheduled for about eight days, extended to eight months, to February 2025, when SpaceX's flight is scheduled to return.
Boeing, however, has made it clear that it strongly disagrees with NASA's assessment and has maintained that the spacecraft is healthy and should be able to complete the flight, Starliner's first with crew on board. The mission, designed to test how the spacecraft performs with humans in the capsule, already has been stretched out over the past two months as NASA and Boeing try to determine what caused several thrusters to malfunction during the June flight to the International Space Station.
Boeing was not invited to participate in Wednesday's briefing, but said in a statement that it was safe to fly the astronauts home. "We still believe in Starliner's capability and its flight rationale," the company said. "If NASA decides to change the mission, we will take the actions necessary to configure Starliner for an uncrewed return."
The disagreement has created an highly unusual situation that pits Boeing engineers against those from NASA as the sides struggle to determine the best way forward.
Ken Bowersox, NASA's associate administrator for the space operations mission directorate, described the discussions as productive and said that "reasonable people could pick either" Starliner or SpaceX's Dragon capsule as the way to return the astronauts.
The teams "were not too far away" from a final decision, Bowersox said, though NASA is still trying to "drive some more consensus amongst our team." He added that NASA has "heard from a lot of folks that had concerns and the decision was not clear."
But the debate has been stressful, he said. "I have to admit that sometimes, when we get disagreement, it's not fun," Bowersox said. "It can be painful having those discussions, but it's what makes us a good organization."
NASA, which has repeatedly stressed that safety is paramount, said that it's still possible for Williams and Wilmore to return on Starliner. But ground tests meant to mimic what happened in space have not definitively demonstrated what caused them to fail, officials said.
"The NASA community, in general, would like to understand a little bit more of the root cause and the physics," said Steve Stich, NASA's commercial crew program manager.
NASA has brought in extra propulsion experts from across the agency -- including personnel from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, the Glenn Research Center and the Goddard Space Flight Center -- "to see if there's some data that perhaps we have missed," Stich said.
But in a statement last week, Boeing asserted that the cause of the thruster problem has been found, and that it shows Starliner is safe enough: "The data also supports root cause assessments for the helium and thruster issues and flight rationale for Starliner and its crew's return to Earth."
While Boeing has long been one of NASA's most trusted partners, the space agency's confidence in the company has languished, according to a person familiar with the thinking of NASA's leadership.
"They just don't trust Boeing anymore," said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. "There's been lots of times when they said, 'This is good,' and it turns out not to be good."
If NASA abandons Starliner for the return mission and use SpaceX's Dragon as a rescue craft, it would be another humiliating blow for Boeing. The company's commercial airliner program has been reeling since fatal 737 Max disasters in 2018 and 2019, and assembly problems have been exposed by an incident this January, when a door panel blew off during an Alaska Airlines flight.
Boeing's Starliner spacecraft is years late and has suffered repeated setbacks, from software problems to sticky valves. It had to redo a test flight without crew on board, after a major software problem prevented Starliner from reaching the space station in 2019.
During the current mission, which launched from Cape Canaveral on June 5, several thrusters used to orient the spacecraft suddenly shut off as it approached the space station. The propulsion system has also suffered helium leaks.
The delay in returning Starliner and the subsequent tests to figure out what went wrong have been costly for Boeing. In a recent earnings call, the company said it had to take a $125 million charge for the program, bringing the total amount the company has had to spend out of pocket for various missteps and failures to about $1.6 billion.
John Shannon, who leads Boeing's exploration systems division, told The Washington Post last year that the company was having a hard time finding a business case for Starliner and that its future in the program was uncertain. If NASA decides Starliner is unfit to fly Wilmore and Williams home, some in the space agency fear the company would bow out, meaning NASA would only have SpaceX as a domestic supplier of crew transportation to the space station.
The space shuttle Columbia disaster, in which seven astronauts died when the shuttle came apart while flying back to Earth in 2003, remains in the back of NASA leaders' minds, said Wayne Hale, a longtime NASA flight director.
"Those senior leaders lived through Columbia and don't want to repeat those mistakes, and that's why I have a great deal of confidence they'll make the right decision," he said in an interview.
He added that while there is pressure on Boeing's bottom line, NASA would not factor that in its decision-making.
"Boeing needs a win from a corporate standpoint," Hale said. "But whatever influence they have will not override the people making the safety decisions. That's not going to happen."
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6 ways the Google antitrust ruling could change the internet
Maybe you could choose a Google-quality search engine tailored to children or news. Or would Android, Google search and Chrome be split up? 
By Shira Ovide | 2024-08-07

Attendees eat lunch at Google's developer conference in May. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


A federal judge said Monday that Google broke the law to kneecap competition in web search in ways that entrenched the company's power.
It was the second time in the past year that a judge or jury had declared Google an illegal monopoly. The previous time was over how Google runs its Android app store.
The next steps, which involve proposing legal fixes to undo Google's behavior, are essentially about imagining an alternative future in which Google isn't Google as we know it.
What new ideas could flourish, which new companies might get off the ground or what products might be cheaper if Google were handcuffed from flexing its monopoly power over search?
We have the internet we have, and it's hard to imagine something different or whether you'd like it more. I've sketched out six changes that could result from the two monopoly rulings on Google.
This is educated speculation. It's also possible that not much will really change. That's what happened after Google was found to have broken the European Union's anti-monopoly laws.
The U.S. government must now propose to Judge Amit Mehta ways to restrain Google's actions to fix its monopoly. It could take years to resolve. In the app store case, a judge will soon decide how Google must change its illegal status quo.
Google said it plans to appeal Monday's ruling and is "focused on making products that people find helpful and easy to use." A spokesman for Google declined to discuss speculation about what happens next.
1. Imagine a Google-quality search engine but without ads -- or one tailored to children, news junkies or Lego fans.
It's possible that Google could be forced to let other companies access its search technology or its essential data to create search engines with the technical chops of Google -- but without Google.
You might imagine that a company takes Google's secret sauce and tweaks it to make a kid-friendly search engine, suggested Matt Stoller, director of research at the American Economic Liberties Project and a frequent critic of Big Tech power. Another company could prioritize websites that look out for your privacy. Another might show searches in a visual-first way.
"We're going to see the innovation of mankind come out," Stoller said.
Letting a thousand Google-type search engines bloom is probably the idea that Google critics have embraced the most. But even if the government asks for it and Mehta agrees, it might not work.
There have been, and are, other search engines, including Microsoft's Bing, the privacy-focused DuckDuckGo and Neeva, started by a former senior Google executive. DuckDuckGo and Bing are nowhere near as popular or as lucrative as Google. Neeva was little used and shut down this year.
The question that we could see tested is: If Google is forced to share the search prowess that the judge said it gained illegally, could rivals make more appealing search engines?
2. Would Apple create a search engine?
Google pays Apple many billions of dollars a year-- $20 billion in 2022 -- to make Google the standard way to search the web on Apple's Safari browser.
That arrangement gives Google access to valuable searches from Apple device owners, and it guarantees Apple gobs of money.
Megan Gray, an antitrust law specialist with GrayMatters Law & Policy and a critic of Google's power, said the judge could significantly change or end Google's deals with Apple and companies that put Google search front-and-center on Android phones and web browsers.
The likeliest scenario is you'd need to pick whether to use Google on your iPhone or something else. But technologists and stock analysts have also speculated for years that Apple could make its own search engine. It would be like when Apple started Apple Maps as an alternative to Google Maps.
Apple didn't respond to a request for comment.
3. Could prices go down for the products that advertise next to your searches (which is most products)?
Mehta said Google has the power to charge artificially high prices for the text ads you might see when you search for terms like "auto insurance quotes Minneapolis."
In theory, if alternative search engines get popular, there would be more competition and lower prices for the insurance providers and other companies trying to grab your attention when you search.
And again, in theory, if they pay less for advertising, car insurance and other products you buy could be cheaper.
4. The company could break up into Baby Googles.
This one seems unlikely, but the government could ask the judge to split Google into parts to fix its illegal monopoly power. In this scenario, the Chrome browser might be its own company and so might Google search and Android, for example.
Stoller said that when corporations such as Standard Oil and AT&T have been forced to split up in past illegal-monopoly rulings, the component companies were liberated to come up with clever ideas that didn't have a chance inside the giant corporation.
5. What if Google weren't allowed to know so much about you?
Jason Kint of Digital Content Next, an industry group that includes online news organizations, said one idea is Google's multiple products would no longer be allowed to commingle information about what you do. It would essentially be a divorce of Google's products without breaking the company up.
That could mean, for example, that whatever you did on your Android phone or the websites you visit using Chrome would not feed into one giant Google repository about your activities and interests.
If Google had less information, it could be better for your privacy, and it might help other companies, including news organizations that don't have Google's wealth of data.
6. You might be able to download almost anything from Google's Android app store.
The judge in the other Google monopoly case has seemed receptive to loosening the company's absolute power over apps.
That might mean that you would be able to buy an Amazon Kindle e-book from its Android app, which you can't do now. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) Games such as "Fortnite" that have been absent from Android phones might be available, too.
In a recent court hearing, the judge also seemed open to cutting the fees that Google collects when you buy digital subscriptions to things like Disney Plus, Match.com or X from Android apps. That could translate into lower prices for things you buy in apps.
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Elon Musk's X accused of bias after pro-Harris accounts labeled as 'spam'
Three prominent pro-Harris X accounts have been labeled as spam, raising questions about whether the platform is intentionally limiting accounts opposing Trump.
By Trisha Thadani | 2024-08-07

President Donald Trump and Elon Musk are seen after a SpaceX launch from NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida on May 30, 2020. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Prominent X accounts advocating for Vice President Kamala Harris have been labeled as spam or restricted in recent weeks, triggering alarm among some Democrats that Elon Musk's social media platform is tilted in favor of his chosen candidate, former president Donald Trump.
Only a handful of pro-Harris accounts, including one called "White Dudes for Harris," appear to have been affected. But the recurring issues are raising questions about whether Musk's platform is intentionally censoring the pages, or if the deep staff cuts he made after buying the company in 2022 have left the platform ill-equipped for the surge in political speech ahead of the Nov. 5 election.
Musk's recent posts on X -- which have actively courted support for Trump and amplified a manipulated video of Harris -- highlight the potential risks of having the owner of a major platform openly champion a presidential candidate. This dynamic is unprecedented, as other social media CEOs and founders have largely stayed out of the political fray.
"It's curious," Ross Morales Rocketto, an organizer of White Dudes for Harris, a pro-Harris group whose account was affected twice in the course of a week. "Clearly we're political, so it just continues to feel like another iteration of Musk Twitter impacting people's political speech when it not does not align with him."
White Dudes for Harris drew more than 200,000 people to an online fundraiser last week that raised more than $4 million. Shortly after the event, the group had its X account suspended. It was reinstated several hours later. On Tuesday, the group was told by X that its reach on the platform could be restricted because the group's page "may contain spam or be engaging in other types of platform manipulation," according to a screenshot shared by organizers.
Another account, "Progressives for Harris," was temporarily suspended and labeled as spam on Friday shortly after the group announced that prominent politicians such as Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) would headline an upcoming online rally.
And at least one official campaign account has also apparently been restricted on X. On the day Biden withdrew from the race last month and endorsed Harris, some users reported they were unable to follow her official campaign account, @KamalaHQ.
Musk and X did not respond to a request for comment.
"We're talking about four episodes out of a lot of Harris content on X," said Daniel Kreiss, a principal researcher at the Center for Information, Technology and Public Life at the University of North Carolina. "But without transparency into why enforcement decisions are being made, given the very strong political activism of the owner, people are going to raise questions."
After Musk acquired the platform then known as Twitter in October 2022, he made sweeping layoffs and other dramatic changes to its staffing and policies. The entrepreneur fired much of Twitter's trust and safety team, loosened the site's rules on hate speech, reinstated a number of previously suspended accounts and lifted a ban on campaign ads.
Alexander B. Howard, an open government advocate, said X's diminished staff might make technical glitches or moderation mistakes more likely, or cause the platform to fix them more slowly. Such issues happened even before the billionaire took over, he said, but Musk's political advocacy has erased any trust in the platform's neutrality and put a spotlight on which accounts get restricted.
"Neutrality has left the building," Howard said. "We're now in a really dangerous moment headed to a pivotal presidential election, and someone who has direct control, at a root level, to this platform is fomenting division."
Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg and other social media CEOs and founders have at times engaged with political causes with donations or the occasional statement. With the exception of Trump's social media site Truth Social, none have been as outspoken or partisan as Musk, who has increasingly courted a right-wing audience on his platform.
Last spring, for example, Musk hosted Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) on X to announce his run for the White House, in an event that was marred by major technical issues. This summer, Musk became even more overt in his support for the Republican ticket when he endorsed Trump's presidential campaign after the attempted assassination on the former president.
This week, Musk used his site to taunt British Prime Minister Keir Starmer over far-right violence in the United Kingdom, suggesting the perpetrators were unfairly targeted by police. The Financial Times reported that the British government had found X less responsive than other social platforms to alerts flagging posts believed to be inciting further violence or spreading disinformation about the clashes.
On Tuesday, Trump announced on  Truth Social that he would do a "major interview" with Musk on Monday, without providing further details. Musk appeared to confirm in a post on X that the interview would be streamed on his platform. A representative for the Harris campaign declined to comment about whether the candidate was offered a similar opportunity.
Before Musk's takeover, Twitter was often accused by Republicans of censoring conservative viewpoints with the aim of helping Democratic candidates. Its new owner's personal endorsement of Trump -- coupled with the recent restrictions experienced by pro-Harris accounts -- has flipped that pattern on its head.
Last month, Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) called on House Judiciary Committee Chair Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) to investigate reports that some users were temporarily blocked from following a Harris campaign account on July 21. In a media statement about the letter to NBC News, Nadler wrote that unlike "the countless conspiracy theories of political censorship that Republicans have chased down over the last year," the episode "appears to be a real example of online censorship." Spokespeople for Jordan did not return a request for comment.
Soon after that letter, other pro-Harris accounts began to report a string of actions against them by X. It started with the White Dudes for Harris account, which was first suspended last week right after its massive fundraiser because of "a user report" for "violating our rules against evading suspension," according to screenshot of the log-in screen shared with The Washington Post. The account was reinstated several hours later.
On Friday, an account for Progressives for Harris, @Progs4Harris, was suspended shortly after it posted to announce that Sanders would headline its own online rally Monday, along with Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), Rep. Ro Khanna (D-Calif.) and Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Md.). The account -- which received a significant jump in followers after it posted about the suspension -- was reinstated after about two hours, according to an email the group received from X and shared with The Post, which said the suspension was accidental.
"We have systems that find and remove multiple automated spam accounts in bulk, and yours was flagged as spam by mistake," the email said.
On Tuesday, White Dudes for Harris received another notification from X saying the reach of its account may be limited and its content may also be temporarily restricted because it may contain spam. Even if the string of incidents can be attributed to mistakes by X, Rocketto, the organizer, said it makes him wonder about what will happen as the political speech ramps up in the coming months.
"How are they going to handle this, especially as we get closer and more misinformation spreads?" Rocketto said.
Musk has at times jumped in to help accounts experiencing technical problems on X. On Saturday, for example, the National Weather Service posted that it could no longer post automated tweets and, as a result, it could no longer "post all watches/warnings/advisories as they are issued."
Musk responded: "This should not be happening. Will investigate."
Organizers of the pro-Harris accounts say they have not received any direct assistance from X staff or its CEO, only automated messages informing them their accounts have been restricted or reinstated.
Cristiano Lima-Strong contributed to this report.
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Design flaw could allow hackers to roll back Microsoft Windows updates
The company says it is working on fixes for the flaw presented at the annual Black Hat security conference.
By Joseph Menn | 2024-08-07

Cybersecurity researcher Alon Leviev has identified a potential vulnerability of Microsoft's Windows software and shared it with the company. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Reuters)


LAS VEGAS -- Some of Microsoft's most important tools for protecting Windows users from malicious hackers can be twisted into being used in attacks, according to research presented here Wednesday at the annual Black Hat security conference.
The newly discovered method includes altering the internal registry of a Windows machine to make it seem as though it has been updated through Microsoft's regular process for issuing improvements and security fixes.
That would allow an attacker to downgrade the machine to earlier versions of Windows, making hundreds of vulnerabilities that are patched in current versions of Windows fair game once more.
The technique fools another highly touted security innovation, known as virtualization-based security, by renaming a file folder, according to Alon Leviev, a researcher for security company SafeBreach who is presenting the findings at Black Hat and at Def Con, the hacking conference that begins here Friday.
Microsoft's feature is supposed to stop any tainted core element of an operating system from working, but Leviev beat it, giving him complete control of test machines.
Microsoft said it was still working on mitigations for the attack technique, which Leviev reported to the company in February. It said it had no evidence that criminals or spies had been using the method in actual attacks, although that could change after Wednesday's public presentation.
"We appreciate the work of SafeBreach in identifying and responsibly reporting this vulnerability," Microsoft spokesman Jeff Jones said. "We are actively developing mitigations to protect against these risks."
Because the security flaw is in the design of multiple Windows sub-programs, fixing it is not as simple as issuing a patch. Instead, Microsoft has to craft an update that revokes and replaces old system files. A wide variety of tests are needed to be sure the fix does not harm or crash Windows computers, Microsoft said.
Leviev said he began looking for ways to force Windows downgrades in the wake of a similar rollback attack demonstrated a year ago against Microsoft's Secure Boot process for starting machines safely. He looked for other key programs that might be vulnerable to the same technique and found it in the update process.
He said one lesson from his work is that vendors and outside researchers should look carefully at new types of attacks to see if similar approaches would also work. In the past few years, outside researchers and some former Microsoft employees have complained that Microsoft patches only the exact vulnerabilities that friendly researchers demonstrate, instead of redesigning programs to eliminate entire classes of attacks.
Under fire for other security failings that allowed foreign spies to hijack the email accounts of top U.S. officials, Microsoft pledged this year to make security performance a part of salary reviews.
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Few national monuments honor women. Biden will create this new one.
Frances Perkins served as Labor secretary under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, helping to establish Social Security and the federal minimum wage.
By Maxine Joselow | 2024-08-08

The Perkins Homestead in Newcastle, Maine, on Jan. 28, 2021. (Brianna Soukup/Portland Press Herald/Getty Images) 


President Joe Biden plans to create a national monument in Maine honoring Frances Perkins, the first female Cabinet secretary and a fierce advocate for workers' rights, according to three people briefed on the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the decision is not yet public.
Biden is expected to sign a proclamation designating Perkins's family home in Newcastle, Maine, as part of the National Park System, aiming to recognize the legacy of a trailblazing woman while bolstering his own legacy before he leaves office in January, the three people said. The timing of the announcement has not yet been finalized, although it could happen in the coming weeks, they said.
Perkins served as labor secretary under President Franklin D. Roosevelt from 1933 to 1945, leaving a lasting mark on the nation's labor laws. She was instrumental in the creation of New Deal-era programs that expanded the social safety net, including Social Security, federal unemployment insurance and the federal minimum wage.
Of 429 national park sites across the country, only 12 are devoted to historic women. Biden has sought to address this imbalance, signing an executive order in March that directed the National Park Service to better recognize women's contributions to American life.
"Women and girls of all backgrounds have shaped our country's history, from the ongoing fight for justice and equality to cutting-edge scientific advancements and artistic achievements," the order says. "Yet these contributions have often been overlooked."
The White House initially declined to comment for this article. After this piece was published, however, White House spokesman Angelo Fernandez Hernandez said in an emailed statement: "No decisions have been made at this time regarding a new monument and key steps for a designation have not occurred. We appreciate hearing the delegation's interest and support for recognizing this site."
The Frances Perkins Homestead comprises a brick house and barns surrounded by 57 acres of picturesque woods and fields along the Damariscotta River in southeast Maine. While the property was designated as a National Historic Landmark in 2014, the nonprofit Frances Perkins Center has continued to own and oversee the site, offering a self-guided exhibit on Perkins's life and maintaining a network of trails.

A photo of Frances Perkins and President Franklin D. Roosevelt at the Perkins Homestead in Newcastle, Maine. (Brianna Soukup/Portland Press Herald/Getty Images)


On Thursday, the Frances Perkins Center launched a campaign aimed at showcasing the broad public support for designating the site as a national monument. As part of the campaign, Mainers can sign a petition urging Biden to create the monument under the Antiquities Act, a 1906 law that authorizes the president to protect lands and waters for the benefit of all Americans.
If the site became a monument, the Frances Perkins Center would donate a portion of the land to the National Park Service, which would have more resources to manage the property for current and future generations, said Giovanna Gray Lockhart, the center's executive director.
"When you're a national historic landmark, you're still privately owned, and you can only reach as many people as your nonprofit can pay for," she said. "And the restoration and preservation work that the National Park Service does is best-in-class."
Newcastle is nestled between two top attractions in the state -- Acadia National Park and Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens -- making the potential monument a convenient stop for tourists, Lockhart added.
Prominent politicians in Maine -- including Gov. Janet Mills (D), Sen. Angus King (I) and Rep. Chellie Pingree (D) -- have thrown their weight behind the proposed monument designation.
"Not everyone knows about Frances Perkins, but she played a major role in shaping policy in the 20th century," Pingree said. "And we don't often recognize women for setting the kind of policy they did."
Pingree said that even today, many Americans are questioning whether Vice President Kamala Harris can beat Donald Trump in November to become the first female U.S. president.
"Obviously we're in the middle of yet another presidential campaign between a male and a female, and people are just talking about, you know, are women prepared? Are women ready?" she said. "And then you think about this woman who, 100 years ago, was creating things like Social Security, and you think, well, apparently, women were very well-prepared to make a huge difference in public policy."

President Franklin D. Roosevelt signs an unemployment bill at the White House on June 6, 1933. From left are Rep. Theodore A. Peyser (D-N.Y.), Labor Secretary Frances Perkins and Sen. Robert Wagner (D-N.Y.). (AP)


After graduating from Mount Holyoke College in 1902, Perkins became a teacher and then a lobbyist for workers' rights in New York City. In 1911, she witnessed the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, the deadliest industrial disaster in the city's history. Dozens of workers -- mostly young women -- jumped to their deaths from the eighth and ninth floors of the building, with 146 casualties overall.
New York Gov. John Dix (D) appointed Perkins to the commission investigating the deadly blaze, which went on to probe the conditions of more than 3,000 other workplaces. Two decades later, when Roosevelt was elected president and needed a Labor secretary, he knew exactly who to ask.
During her initial meeting with Roosevelt, Perkins clutched a piece of paper with a list of programs she would insist on implementing if she accepted the job offer: a 40-hour workweek, a federal minimum wage, Social Security, health insurance and a federal law banning child labor. Roosevelt agreed to her demands, and she remained as labor secretary for his entire presidency.
"Frances Perkins is an extraordinary person that is deserving of national recognition," Theresa Pierno, president and CEO of the National Parks Conservation Association, said in statement. "A true trailblazer, she fought tirelessly for working people and children, putting policies and programs into place that still stand today."
Biden, who has cited the Roosevelt presidency as an inspiration for his agenda, has so far designated five new national monuments and expanded four others, part of his ambitious plan to conserve 30 percent of the nation's land and water by 2030. He has protected more public land with the Antiquities Act -- nearly 1.5 million acres -- than Barack Obama did in his first term.
Conservation groups and Native American tribes have praised these actions while calling for more. Many have urged Biden to designate more than 1 million acres of wilderness in southeastern Oregon as the Owyhee Canyonlands National Monument, and to designate 627,855 acres of desert in Southern California as the Chuckwalla National Monument.
While the 57-acre property in Newcastle is comparatively small, monument supporters -- including Mills, the governor of Maine -- say it would help build the president's legacy.
In a letter to Biden obtained by The Post and dated July 31, Mills quoted from a poem by Julia Bouwsma, Maine's poet laureate, that asked what would remain in the state 100 years from now.
"With a national monument designation, you have the power to ensure that the story of Frances Perkins -- labor and economic justice advocate, pioneering woman, cabinet secretary -- is among those things that remain," she wrote.
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Maui wildfires scorched a 150-year-old banyan tree. Now, it's healing.
Maui wildfires in 2023 scorched the historic banyan tree of Lahaina, but thanks to conservation and restoration efforts, parts of it are sprouting back to life.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-08-08

This combination of photos shows the banyan tree in the historic town of Lahaina after the wildfire in Hawaii on Aug. 11, 2023, left, and July 6, 2024, right. (AP)


One year ago, wildfires devastated the historic Maui town of Lahaina, once the royal capital of Hawaii, leaving one of its most iconic symbols, a more than 150-year-old banyan tree, battered -- but not beaten.
Now, thanks to arborists who have worked for the past year to save the tree, parts of it are slowly healing. Long branches with "hundreds of leaves" are growing back, Duane Sparkman, chair of the Maui County Arborist Committee, told the Associated Press, adding, "It's pretty amazing to see that much of the tree come back."
The 60-foot tree -- a beloved local landmark which conservation experts believe is the largest of its kind in the United States -- appeared charred, lifeless and covered in ash in the aftermath of the August fires that killed at least 102 people. In recent photos, parts of the tree were once again covered in bushy green leaves -- a positive sign of growth that is likely to add to local residents' hope of recovery following the fire, whose effects continue to be felt.

This combination of photos shows the banyan tree after the Maui wildfires on Aug. 11, 2023, top left; Aug. 10, 2023, bottom left; and July 6, 2024, top right and bottom right. (AP)


After the fires, volunteers began to work toward the tree's recovery, carefully tending to its soil, monitoring it for signs of growth and even providing it with what they call "tree-loving soup," Hawaii Magazine reported earlier this month.
The "soup," a concoction of nutrients made by landscaper Chris Imonti, was created as part of the local mission to recover the tree. "Like many others, I have a personal attachment to the tree," Imonti told the magazine. "We're taking it to heart to try to bring back the tree, to give some hope to Lahaina."
Leaves began to sprout on the banyan tree shortly after the fire. Sharing footage of the progress last September, Maui's Department of Land and Natural Resources celebrated "positive signs of long-term recovery" and acknowledged the work of arborists who volunteered to save the tree.
Maui County arborist Timothy Griffin told ABC News the initial signs of recovery appeared earlier than expected, bolstering hopes that the tree would survive. Still, about 40 percent of the tree died in the fire, ABC reported.
Sparkman told the AP that volunteers removed the branches that died in the fires to conserve the tree's energy and allow it to grow new branches. They monitored the equivalent of the tree's vital signs -- levels of sap in its branches -- using sensors, Sparkman said, likening the technology to a heart monitor. "As we've been treating the tree, the heartbeat's getting stronger and stronger and stronger," he told the AP.

The historic banyan tree is seen with new growth on July 6. (Lindsey Wasson/AP)


In the future, the volunteers and arborists plan to install an irrigation system to support root growth and the land surrounding the tree, as well as its canopy, Sparkman told the AP. They are also planning to add vertical tubes containing compost to the tree, to strength its aerial roots.
The wildfires destroyed thousands of homes and damaged nature in Lahaina. But out of the ashes of that tragedy, some environmental activists believe there is an opportunity to invest in conservation and restoration efforts to preserve the island's natural environment.
As The Washington Post reported, a growing group of Native Hawaiian leaders, local advocates and elected officials are working to restore the wetlands that were a landmark of pre-colonial Lahaina but were reduced or damaged by centuries of water-intensive farming and construction.

People walk by the Lahaina banyan tree in February 2018. For generations, the tree served as a gathering place along Lahaina's waterfront. (Jennifer McDermott/AP)



New leaves grow on the banyan tree on June 26. (Mengshin Lin/AP)


Jennifer Hassan contributed to this report.
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Kids drink contaminated water at schools, but testing for lead isn't required
Without a national mandate to test school drinking water for lead, U.S. children are often exposed to lead in their school drinking water.
By Silvia Foster-Frau | 2024-08-08
SPRING VALLEY, N.Y. -- When the state of New York became the first in the nation to require all public schools to test their drinking water for lead in 2016, Keyry Broncano learned that water drawn from 68 different taps at her high school contained dangerously high lead levels.
Then Broncano, at the time a high school junior, discovered that the water she'd been drinking since kindergarten in the East Ramapo Central School District, about an hour north of New York City, probably contained elevated lead levels: Water from 23 taps at her elementary school was found to contain at least 15 parts per billion of lead. At her middle school, 85 taps had high lead levels.
"I was like, 'I think I've been drinking poison,'" Broncano said, recalling rushing home to explain the news to her mother, a Guatemalan immigrant.
It's an experience that has been repeated in schools across the country since 2014, when a crisis involving lead in the water in Flint, Mich., prompted some states to adopt new testing requirements for schools and day-care centers.
Whenever states, counties or school districts have decided to test the water in their schools, lead has often been discovered.
Many school buildings have aging infrastructure that is more likely to leach lead into the water. And children are the most vulnerable to the harmful effects of lead poisoning. But despite an increased awareness of the danger posed by lead in water, there is no national mandate that requires testing drinking water in schools and child-care facilities. As of 2021, a report found that only 18 states and the District of Columbia had some kind of requirement for school testing.
Lead is one of the most common and best-known contaminants found in drinking water, particularly in cities where pipes made of the substance were not widely phased out until a 1986 ban. While some cities have embarked on massive programs to replace lead pipes that connect to homes and businesses, there has been less attention on schools.
Experts and advocates said that by not solving the problem of lead in drinking water in schools, government has failed at a core responsibility: providing its most vulnerable citizens with clean, safe drinking water.
"Schools are places for learning and not places for kids to end up with a substance that is going to damage their ability to learn and grow," Cyndi Roper, a Michigan-based senior policy advocate at the Natural Resources Defense Council, an environmental advocacy group. "We can do better. We must do better."

Keyry Broncano, a former East Ramapo Central School District student, was a junior when she found out the water at her high school contained elevated lead levels. The water at her former middle and elementary schools did, too. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)


Still, the Environmental Protection Agency is expected to release a new rule in October requiring utilities to test at all the elementary and child-care facilities they serve and offering to test at middle and high schools within the first five years. The rule would not require schools to fix the water if the testing reveals elevated lead levels in it, said Bruno Pigott, the acting assistant administrator for the EPA's Office of Water, who said federal law does not give the agency authority to order schools and child-care facilities to clean up their water unless they have their own water systems.
After the high lead levels were discovered in 2016, East Ramapo Central School District shut down taps in all of its schools. Some water fountains were covered up with trash bags and tape. Children began bringing water bottles from home, and standing jugs of filtered water were placed in hallways along with cone-shaped paper cups for drinking.
Eight years later, the district has still not fixed its taps. Harry Grossman, a school board member who retired last month after 10 years on the board, said the district did not have enough money to fix them and instead provided bottled water.
This summer, the school district plans to do renovations that include fixing all the water fountains, Grossman said. But the public school community is skeptical; families said they have been told for years that the taps would get fixed. And many worry the damage from lead has already been done to their children.
"Ultimately, I don't know if the lead affected my brain," said Broncano, 23. "I don't know the damage the school has done to me, and unfortunately I don't think I'll ever fully know."

In Ramapo, families with children in public schools have expressed skepticism that the water taps will be fixed. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)


Long-term lead consumption can have debilitating and lifelong effects on children, including brain and nervous system damage, slow development, and hearing, speech and behavior issues, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Lead exposure also poses risks during pregnancy because the highly toxic contaminant can pass from mother to fetus, seeping into the placenta and the fetus's growing bones and teeth, permanently affecting development.
Depending on state law, children are typically checked for blood lead levels at 1 and sometimes at 2 years old at annual doctor's checkups but not afterward. But blood tests don't always tell the whole story: Because lead moves from blood into the bones within weeks, blood tests can identify recent lead exposure but not long-term damage.
Banku Jairath, a Pennsylvania-based pediatrician who has studied the effects of lead poisoning on children, said too many children suffer from the effects of lead. She pointed to a 2009 study that showed 20 percent of ADHD cases in U.S. children can be attributed to lead poisoning. In Flint, where roughly 100,000 residents were exposed to lead-contaminated water, a study published this year found an increase in special needs and decrease in math achievement in the children following the lead-tainted water scandal, as compared with similar children in other Michigan schools.
Health and environmental experts say fixing the water in schools is one of the most efficient solutions to lowering the dangers of lead. The water in one school building can affect hundreds or thousands of children, the segment of the U.S. population that is the most vulnerable to lead poisoning, in a place where they spend a significant amount of time as they grow up.
In Chicago, a study published in March found that more than two-thirds of children under 6 years old are exposed to lead in their drinking water. And in New Jersey, more than 2,800 children under 6 years old had blood lead levels above the state standard in 2022.
Lead seeps into water from pipes, plumbing and fixtures made at least in part of lead. The more corrosive the water, the more likely that it will erode the pipes, picking up more lead from them.
In 1986, Congress amended the Safe Drinking Water Act to ban the use of lead pipes in further construction but did not require that lead pipes be replaced, leaving many existing homes and buildings vulnerable to toxic water. Studies show the communities that bear the brunt of lead-filled water are disproportionately low-income and non-White, concluding that the distribution of lead in drinking water is a product of systemic racism.
Two years later, Congress mandated that states set up lead testing and remediation programs for schools, but the NRDC soon concluded that few states were complying and fewer than 1 percent of child-care facilities had tested their water. The mandate was found to be unconstitutional by a federal appeals court in 1996.
Congress has subsequently considered adopting a requirement but instead passed legislation that included only funding for voluntary testing of school water.
The Biden administration last year proposed replacing all remaining lead pipes in the United States -- estimated at more than 9 million pipes -- within 10 years, with some exceptions.
But lead service lines, which are a frequent cause of lead-filled water in homes, are often not the main source of lead in school water. In schools, lead often lurks in the building's plumbing and faucet fixtures, tainting the water long after it leaves the public water utility's treatment centers.

Activist Berta Berrales said she crossed the border from Mexico to the United States in search of a better life. Her children initially attended Ramapo schools but then transferred. "We just want equality for East Ramapo," Berrales said. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)



Berrales shows off photos of her family. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)


Despite all of the evidence, encouraging schools to test for lead is often a challenge. Many schools that do test often find lead and face blowback from the parents and community, disincentivizing testing, said David Masur of PennEnvironment, an arm of the nonprofit and advocacy group Environment America.
A Government Accountability Office report from 2018 found only 43 percent of school districts across the country had tested for lead in their water in the previous two years.
When Houston tested every school last year, the school district's contractor found nearly a third had water samples with above 15 ppb lead.
In New York, testing found that 82 percent of New York schools had at least one tap containing 15 ppb lead or more, which is considered a dangerously high amount that requires treatment, according to a 2018 NRDC analysis.
In North Carolina, a testing effort from 2020 to 2021 of more than 4,000 child-care facilities in the state found some child-care centers were more likely than others to have positive lead tests in their water: those with old infrastructure, those that rely on private well water, and those that housed Head Start programs -- a federal program for underserved children.
The revelations led to a state law last year requiring that schools test their water for lead, too.
"When they're in school and supposed to be learning, we don't want the water they're drinking in school to be contributing to potential cognitive and behavior difficulties," said Jennifer Hoponick Redmon, a senior environmental health scientist at RTI, a nonprofit research institute that is operating the state's school testing mandate.
The patchwork of state testing has led some advocates to push instead for a national "filter first" policy, in which initial mass testing is skipped in favor of installing lead-filtering taps in schools en masse. They argue it is the quickest, cheapest way to ensure children get clean water, avoiding millions spent on testing and replacing plumbing. Michigan became the first state to adopt a filter-first policy in 2023.
"If I could instantly impose a new law and say every state had to take that route, I would do it," said Jim Elder, a former head of the EPA's drinking water office, known in the 1990s as the Office of Groundwater and Drinking Water, who believes the EPA should adopt a national testing mandate for schools.
But others worry that filters would not be maintained and periodically replaced, as is necessary for them to be effective. Christina Hecht, a senior policy adviser at the University of California Nutrition Policy Institute, said she also worried a filter-first approach might convince children and their parents to avoid drinking water as dangerous, even when -- depending on the severity of the lead level -- it may still be a healthier option than carbonated beverages.
Schools that receive federal funds to provide children free or reduced-price lunches have been required by the U.S. Department of Agriculture since 2010 to provide "potable water" during meals, but the agency hasn't addressed lead as part of the requirement. USDA said in a statement that the EPA is in charge of the issue.
The EPA's new proposal has been met with mixed reaction. While advocates said they were glad the federal government was taking steps to address the issue of water in schools, many said the new rule doesn't go far enough because it would require testing only once within five years of adoption and only from five taps per school and two at day-care facilities.
"It makes me so upset," said Danielle Land, a postdoctoral research associate at Michigan State University who studies the issue and works with Mona Hanna-Attisha, a pediatrician who helped expose the Flint crisis. "There's a lot of loopholes."
The EPA says it disagrees that sampling requirements should be expanded, saying the program would be designed to be a preliminary, not comprehensive, screen for lead.

Spring Valley High School was among the schools in the East Ramapo Central School District that had tested positive for elevated lead levels in 2016. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)



An exterior view of Spring Valley High. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)


Ana Maeda, a parent chaperone of the East Ramapo Central School District's marching band, said she was struck by a moment at an April performance for the American Cancer Society in Orangeburg, N.Y. After the performance, a small group of middle and high school students in the band spotted a water fountain. They gathered around it.
"How do you use it?" she remembered one student asking. "Don't touch it; you'll break it," said another. "What do I press?" she remembered a third chiming in.
"They acted like a cave person that just discovered fire," said Maeda, 30.
Their schools has not had working water fountains for the eight years since lead was found in the water, and the children were unfamiliar with how to use one.
The school district has 9,800 students -- 96 percent of them Latino or Black -- attending public schools, while an estimated 30,000 other children from an ultra-Orthodox Jewish community attend private religious schools.
Public-school parents have complained that parents who send their children to private schools won election to the school board and then starved the district of necessary funds. The school district has a state monitor, but the public school parents and advocacy groups have called for a broader intervention.
Nancy Bermon, a local Jewish resident who has advocated on behalf of the public-school families, called the water situation only one piece of the larger problem. "It's a symptom of neglect," she said.
A state-mandated survey of the condition of East Ramapo schools completed last year found that all 13 district schools had water taps that were nonfunctioning.

Spring Valley graduate Ana Maeda poses with her 6-year-old daughter, Maddieson Maeda, outside of the high school. (Natalie Keyssar for The Washington Post)


Many of the school buildings also don't have central air conditioning, some parents said, so classrooms can get hot, making it even more important that students stay hydrated. Families described buying water in bulk so their children can take multiple bottles to school at a time, a heavy expense in their budgets. Some said their children had moments of lightheadedness in school, often after gym class when the school jugs were out of water.
"Water seems like such a basic human right," said Kayla Hoke, 23, who attended the district from first grade through graduation. She said ceiling tiles sometimes fell down during class at schools with worn textbooks and equipment. "When we learned there was lead in the water it was kind of like 'okay, this was bound to happen. '"
Documents show the district is using federal funds to renovate buildings and plans to replace all water fountains, though it is unclear whether the renovations will include lead filters. The district did not respond to requests for comment.
Terry Rodriguez, whose three children attended public schools in the district, said she felt as though she were living "back in the Martin Luther King days."
"We're being discriminated against," she said.
Rodriguez said she was concerned enough over the issue that she had her children's blood tested for lead several years ago. The tests revealed that her middle child, who is now 18, had elevated lead levels in her blood, though, she said, not so high as to be a serious worry.
"How many years and generations down did this lead problem persist?" said Rodriguez. "How many children actually have lead poisoning in their body and don't even know it?"
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Family of explorer killed in Titan implosion sues for $50 million
The estate of an experienced French mariner who was killed when the Titan submersible imploded last year has accused operator OceanGate of gross negligence.
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-08-08

The Titan submersible. (OceanGate/AP)


The family of an experienced French mariner killed in the Titan submersible implosion last year filed a $50 million wrongful death lawsuit Tuesday, accusing private operator OceanGate of gross negligence leading to the deaths of all five people aboard and causing them "mental anguish" in their final moments.
"While the exact cause of failure may never be determined, experts agree that the Titan's crew would have realized exactly what was happening," says the lawsuit, filed by the estate of Paul-Henri Nargeolet. "Common sense dictates that the crew were well aware they were going to die, before dying."
Nargeolet, a 77-year-old seasoned explorer, was among those killed when the Titan imploded in June 2023 while traveling to the site of the Titanic shipwreck, about 12,500 feet below the surface of the Atlantic Ocean. An aerial and water search that followed the disappearance of the vessel and its crew of wealthy tycoons and adventurers gripped the globe for days.
The lawsuit, filed in King County, Wash., argues that OceanGate and CEO Stockton Rush, 61, who was also killed during the implosion, flouted industry norms by using carbon fiber in the vessel's hull and skirting the inspection process commonly used to certify vessels that dive to areas of extreme pressure. Rather than disclosing the vessel's flaws, Rush obscured details about its allegedly dubious construction, the lawsuit claims.
A spokesman for OceanGate declined to comment Wednesday. A member of Rush's family did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Paul-Henri Nargeolet laughs at Black Falcon Pier in Boston on Sept. 1, 1996. (Jim Rogash/AP)


"We have alleged in the lawsuit that had Stockton Rush (OceanGate's CEO and founder) been transparent about all the troubles that had been experienced with the Titan, as well as the previous, similar models, someone as experienced and knowledgeable as Paul Henri-Nargeolet would not have participated," Matt Shaffer, an attorney representing Nargeolet's family, said in a statement.
A four-page waiver that called the Titan "experimental" and mentioned death at least three times was insufficient for the dive, the lawsuit says. The document did not disclose "many key, relevant risk factors" about the submersible's design and operation, rendering it "ineffective," the complaint says.
The implosion, Nargeolet's estate alleges, "was due directly to the persistent carelessness, recklessness and negligence" of OceanGate and Rush, who were repeatedly warned by deep-sea diving experts and engineers "about the potentially fatal consequences of their choices and actions. Defendants did not heed those warnings, but rather appear to have been increasingly motivated over time to ignore them."
The carbon-fiber hull was particularly problematic, the lawsuit argues. Carbon fiber breaks down over time under pressure, and the Titan was the only submersible ever produced with a carbon-fiber hull, the complaint says. Experts told The Washington Post last year that the submersible's previous dives to the Titanic wreck may have weakened the hull.
The Titan also did not undergo the periodic inspections from a classification agency that are common in the deep diving community. In a 2019 blog post on the OceanGate's website, the company said the vessel utilized an innovative design. "Bringing an outside entity up to speed on every innovation before it is put into real-world testing is anathema to rapid innovation," the company wrote.
The lawsuit alleges that much of the Titan was designed and built by a team "composed largely of either current students or recent graduates of nearby Washington State University."
"These were engineers with virtually no real-world experience and no prior exposure to the deep-sea diving industry," the complaint says, adding that OceanGate was unwilling "to spend the money required to design and construct" the vessel in a way that could withstand the depths of the ocean.
On June 18, 2023, about two hours after the Titan began descending to the Titanic -- whose 1912 sinking has engendered widespread fascination for more than a century -- the vessel lost contact with its mother ship.
Four days later, the U.S. Coast Guard discovered a portion of the Titan on the sea floor, roughly 1,600 feet from the Titanic's bow. The submersible had suffered a catastrophic loss of pressure that caused it to implode, killing all aboard, the Coast Guard said at the time. The military branch said a specific cause was unclear but that the catastrophe probably happened before rescue efforts began.
In addition to Rush and Nargeolet, those killed included British business executive and adventurer Hamish Harding, 58; and British Pakistani businessman Shahzada Dawood, 48, and his son Suleman Dawood, 19.
In June, the Coast Guard said its investigation remained active but would take longer than initially projected. A public hearing is scheduled for September "to examine all aspects of the loss of the Titan," including regulatory compliance, crew qualifications, mechanical and structural systems, emergency response and the submersible industry at large, according to the Coast Guard.
Justine McDaniel, Timothy Bella and Maham Javaid contributed to this report.
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A dog chewed a portable phone charger. It started a house fire.
Sparks from a lithium-ion battery caused the blaze in Tulsa. Fire officials warn people to be careful with the devices.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-08-07
When a dog chews on something important, it usually means the owners lose a pair of shoes.
But that isn't what happened in a video recently shared by the Tulsa Fire Department showing the dangers of lithium-ion batteries.
The video, recorded in May, shows a dog lying on a mattress and gnawing away on a portable cellphone charger. As the dog goes at the charger, another dog and a cat are seen relaxing.
After one too many chomps, the lithium-ion battery starts sparking. The dog quickly drops it and scurries off the mattress. A few seconds later, an explosion lights the mattress ablaze. The pyro-pooch stands barking at the mattress as it is consumed by flames. The two dogs and the cat all safely escape through a doggy door.
Tulsa fire officials said the home was significantly damaged and warned that people across the country have issues with lithium-ion batteries.

Dog chews through charging cable and causes fire


When they explode, the batteries can also emit toxic gas. That's why Tulsa Fire spokesman Andy Little says it is crucial to keep the batteries out of the reach of children and pets but also use proper charging instructions.
Little said the batteries explode for a variety of reasons: damage to the device, extreme heat, overcharging or using incompatible chargers.
"That damage isn't always visible," Little told The Washington Post on Wednesday.
Little said the batteries are supposed to come with a safety device that prevents overcharging, but that preventive measure sometimes fails.
He said the department felt it was important to warn people about the batteries because mobile chargers have become so common, especially in tornado-prone Oklahoma.
"I would never have imagined a dog would get a hold of it and chew on it," he said.
Where you keep the device also matters, he said, because people often keep them by their door. But what if the battery bursts into flames and you live in an apartment with only that door?
"It might block your escape to safety," he said.
Even if people want to get rid of their lithium-ion batteries, Little said, they must recycle the devices properly or risk starting a garbage fire.
The danger came to light last summer when officials blamed a string of deadly fires in New York City on lithium-ion batteries that powered electric bicycles. The risk is pronounced for higher-energy lithium-ion batteries in e-bikes and scooters. An e-bike battery also caused a house fire in Northwest Washington in September.
The U.S. Fire Administration says household lithium-ion batteries should not go below freezing or above 105 degrees. The Federal Aviation Administration suggests using water, not a fire extinguisher, to put out a lithium-ion battery fire.
To avoid issues, experts have told The Washington Post to buy from reputable stores, look for UL certification and be mindful of the battery's health and charging method.
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Gwen Walz, wife of Harris's VP pick Tim Walz, is also a longtime teacher
Long before her husband was tapped to join the Democratic presidential ticket, he shared a classroom with his future wife, "with a divider right down the middle."
By Kim Bellware | 2024-08-07

Gwen Walz at the ceremonial swearing-in of her husband, then-Rep. Tim Walz (D-Minn.), by then-House Speaker John A. Boehner (R-Ohio) in 2015. (Cliff Owen/AP)


Way before Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz was tapped to be Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, and before he got involved in politics, the 60-year-old Midwestern Democrat was a high school teacher and football coach. Walz's time as an educator was formative not just to his political career but also his personal life: While teaching in rural Nebraska, Walz met his wife, Gwen.
Praising his wife of 30 years, Walz has said of Gwen: "My wife can plan and get anything done."
Here's what to know about Gwen Walz:
Tim Walz came to Minnesota thanks to his wife, who is a native of the North Star State.
The pair met in Tim's home state of Nebraska when they were fellow teachers at Alliance High School -- Gwen taught English, while Tim taught social studies.
"Tim and I even shared a classroom, with a divider right down the middle," Gwen told Minnesota Public Radio in 2019. "In Minnesota, we taught at the same school."
A 2019 article by the Minneapolis Star Tribune described Gwen overhearing how engaged her future husband's students sounded with his lessons. The couple's first date was to see the 1993 Michael Douglas dark dramedy "Falling Down," followed by a meal at Hardee's, according to the Star-Tribune.
The couple married in June 1994 and spent their honeymoon in China -- on an educational trip they had arranged for students.
Gwen, a graduate of the Lutheran-affiliated Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minn., and Minnesota State University at Mankato, persuaded her husband to move to her home state two years after they married. The couple both taught at Mankato West High School, where Tim also coached football. Gwen later became an administrator with Mankato Area Public Schools until 2019, when Tim became governor.
As a teacher, Gwen has worked in public, alternative and migrant schools, according to her biography from the Minnesota Governor's Office. Her education advocacy has often dovetailed with her work on prison reform.
As first lady of Minnesota, Gwen supported restoring the voting rights of convicted felons who have completed their prison terms and expanding educational opportunities for people who are incarcerated. Among the prison education groups Gwen backed as first lady is the Bard Prison Initiative, which provides a college education to prisoners in New York's penitentiary system.
Gwen has said her interest in prison reform comes from her belief in education as a "transformational piece" for individuals, according to Minnesota Public Radio.
"She has worked across the country to bring educational opportunities to incarcerated women and men, or as Gwen notes: students," her Minnesota Governor's Office bio reads. "Gwen understands that corrections must be an inclusive component of our education system, and by expanding opportunity, our state can dramatically reduce recidivism rates and most importantly, transform lives."
When Tim Walz came to the governor's office in 2019, the unofficial role of Minnesota's first lady had been unfilled for eight years, as Walz's predecessor Mark Dayton was not married. When Gwen stepped into the role, she also remade it, becoming the first Minnesota first lady to keep an office in the Capitol.
"We've always worked really closely together," Gwen told Minnesota Public Radio in 2019. "Tim said, 'Maybe you want to have a desk here, and come and go out of my office.'"
Gwen said her husband "talks too much," and she opted to set up her office down the hall from his.
The Star-Tribune reported that Gwen sat in on the hiring interview for the new commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Corrections. She has also been outspoken on gun-control measures pushed by her husband's administration.
In 2019, Gwen was among those who rallied at Minnesota's Capitol to pressure the Republican-controlled state Senate to pass measures to expand background checks and adopt a red-flag law, according to the Star-Tribune.
Gwen threatened that holdouts would face consequences at the ballot box.
"If they do not put it up for a vote, there are seven senators sitting in seats where Tim Walz won -- and we are coming," Gwen Walz said.
The Walzes are parents to Hope, 23, and Gus, 17.
Earlier this year, Tim Walz revealed that the couple went through IVF treatment at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., showing his support for the procedure after an Alabama Supreme Court ruling threatened to limit access to IVF in a decision that pushed fertility treatment more broadly into the national debate.
In September 2019, the family held a news conference to introduce its newest member: Scout, a then 3-month-old black Lab mix who was a rescue dog. The governor's office released the news with the playful announcement that "after a months-long search, Governor Walz delivers campaign promise to his son."
Like other politicians vying for office, Tim Walz pledged to Gus that if Walz won the governorship, the family would adopt a puppy.
On election night in 2018, then-12-year-old Gus reacted to the news of his father's victory by exclaiming, "I get a dog!"
At Christmastime last year, the family added Honey, an orange and white rescue cat, after their previous cat, Afton, wandered away from home.
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Maduro boasts 2,200 arrests since election; rights groups say 23 dead
The number of detainees has been too high for defense lawyers to keep up.
By Samantha Schmidt | 2024-08-08

A woman sits outside the national police detention center in Caracas, Venezuela, where her boyfriend is being held. President President Nicolas Maduro says security forces have arrested more than 2,200 people since he claimed to have won reelection July 28. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


The young lawyer warned her followers on social media: President Nicolas Maduro's security forces were cracking down as she had never seen, even in authoritarian Venezuela.
"What we are facing is a witch hunt," Maria Oropeza, an opposition organizer in the mostly rural western state of Portuguesa, said in a video on X.
Less than two hours later, she shared another video: an Instagram live stream showing agents of the state breaking into her home. In the video, recorded from the top of a dark stairwell, she can be heard demanding that they show her a search warrant and calling for help. "I'm not a criminal," she says. "I'm just another citizen who wants change in this country." The agents walk up the stairs, and the video goes dark. Oropeza has not been seen or heard from since.
She's one of more than 2,200 people who have been arrested since Venezuela's presidential election July 28, according to Maduro's count. His electoral council declared the authoritarian socialist the winner of that contest, but voting machine receipts collected at the polls by the opposition on the election date indicate challenger Edmundo Gonzalez won more than twice as many votes.
Protesters in Venezuela have demanded Maduro release precinct-level results to prove his victory claim. He has refused. The United States and other governments have called for negotiations.
The government, meanwhile, has doubled down on repression. Maduro has boasted of a mass operation to capture and detain protesters he accuses of being "terrorists" and "criminals."
The opposition and rights advocates say security forces are rounding up not only political leaders but also the regular citizens who helped monitor the presidential election -- and anyone who has demanded that he accept his loss.
The government has dubbed it "Operacion Tun Tun." The name recalls a notorious 2017 crackdown, "Tun Tun" being the sound of security forces or pro-government paramilitaries banging on doors late at night without identification or arrest orders, their faces covered, to carry Venezuelans away.
National Assembly Deputy Diosdado Cabello, a former vice president and National Assembly president influential in the government, warned this week that the targets could include journalists working for international organizations. He claimed they were CIA plants.
"Take care of your agents," Diosdado advised the outlets. "Because if they are alone, Operacion Tun Tun could come for them."
Police and military leaders have promoted a phone line for citizens to report their neighbors to authorities. Maduro says he plans to transfer the new detainees to two infamously dangerous prisons that were emptied last year, facilities he says he'll "adapt" to their new purpose.
"Report the fascist criminals to me, so I can go after them!" Maduro said.

Police on a motorcycle leave the detention center. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


The result, many Venezuelans say, is a level of fear they've never before experienced. They're refusing to leave their houses at night for fear of being stopped on the street by police. They're deleting social media posts and exchanging tips on how to wipe WhatsApp messages from their phones. (Maduro this week announced he would criminalize WhatsApp, the messaging app used by just about every Venezuelan.)
Every night now, Mairim Yanes reviews her WhatsApp chats, making sure texts are disappearing after 24 hours and deleting those that are "too risky" -- such as those calling Maduro a dictator or criticizing the repression.
"We're in survival mode," Yanes said. On Tuesday, she said, national guard members went through a friend's phone, and he was detained. His family, Yanes said, still doesn't know where he's being held. On Wednesday morning, she said, she spotted a group of officials at a bakery near her home asking people to show them their phones.
"I can't explain the amount of fear swirling around," Yanes said. "It's having to pray every time you step outside your door, hoping you'll make it back. It's pure terror."
At least 23 people have been shot to death during protests since the election, according to Victims Monitor, an independent group that tracks homicides in Venezuela. Of those shootings, the group says, eight were linked to the military, three to police and seven to the pro-Maduro motorcycle gangs known as "colectivos." The youngest victim was 15.
Venezuela's attorney general, Tarek William Saab, did not respond to a request for comment.

People gather outside the detention center last week waiting for news of loved ones. (Matias Delacroix/AP)


The crackdown, lawyers and human rights activists say, is an escalation even for Maduro, who is already under indictment in the United States for narcoterrorism, and under investigation in the International Criminal Court for allegations of torture and the extrajudicial killing of political opponents. A United Nations fact-finding mission accused Maduro and his inner circle of ordering and coordinating arbitrary detentions, disappearances and killings that constitute "crimes against humanity."
It's not just the number of arrests that stand out, said Alfredo Romero, president of the independent legal rights group Foro Penal. Unlike in previous waves of repression, when many detainees were processed and released within days or hours, the great majority of the current arrestees remain locked up, he said. Many, he said, have not been given choice of lawyer.
"We're going to have the highest number of political prisoners in history," Romero said, or at least since Foro Penal began tracking cases more than two decades ago.
Most of the detainees have been charged in initial arraignments with "terrorism," "instigating hate" and "association to commit a crime," Romero said. Some were arrested during protests after the election. Some, he said, have been detained for posting a video of a protest online. Others simply had the misfortune of walking near a protest, on their way to somewhere else.

A woman outside the Zone 7 police detention center in Caracas. (Raul Arboleda/AFP/Getty Images)


The number of detainees has been too high for lawyers and other advocates to keep up. For the first time, they say, the government's count is significantly higher than their own. Foro Penal has been able to verify only 1,229 arrests -- little more than half the tally Maduro boasted this week on television. Of those, Foro Penal says, 105 are under 18.
"We are absolutely overwhelmed," said Rafael Uzcategui, a director of Laboratory for Peace. "The lawyers who are available to accompany the victims cannot cope with the amount of demand. Some of our colleagues have also received threats and have had to take refuge."
Some lawyers have been arrested when trying to visit a client. Kennedy Tejeda, a 24-year-old Foro Penal lawyer, was asking at a national guard station in Carabobo state to see his clients when he was taken into custody, the organization said.
Verifying the cases has been made difficult by the reluctance of family members of the detained or killed to come forward.
Moments before she was detained, Oropeza spoke to a Washington Post reporter about a young protester who was beaten so badly he was almost "unrecognizable." He died in the hospital. Oropeza tried to contact family members of the young man to discuss the case, she said, "but everyone is afraid."
Maduro's government in some cases has accused the opposition of fabricating stories of deaths.
On July 29, a man was reported dead in the Caracas neighborhood of Antimano. Video of his lifeless body, covered in blood, circulated on social media. He was identified as Anibal Romero, known as Pimpina.
Two days after the reported death, Maduro showed a video of a man he claimed was Pimpina. Saab, the attorney general, said the blood covering the body was just "ketchup" and accused the opposition of faking the death.
Days later, a woman emerged who said she was Pimpina's mother, and was recorded saying that he did in fact die and that she was waiting for the government to release his body to her.
A Victims Monitor researcher, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of security concerns, said Pimpina's body was given to two of his sisters last week.
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Taylor Swift cancels Vienna shows after two arrested on suspicion of plotting attack
Authorities found explosive devices and Islamic State propaganda in the home of one of the suspects, 19. Swift's concerts were expected to draw more than 150,000 people.
By Anika Seth, Victoria Bisset, Souad Mekhennet | 2024-08-08

A steward guides Taylor Swift fans as they arrive to buy merchandise outside the National Stadium in Warsaw on July 31. (Sergei Gapon/AFP/Getty Images)


Taylor Swift canceled three concerts in Vienna after Austrian authorities arrested two people, accusing them of planning attacks on large-scale gatherings -- including the singer's shows -- in the European capital. The arrests come amid a string of similar terrorist threats targeting major events in Europe this summer.
The main suspect is a 19-year-old who allegedly pledged allegiance to the Islamic State, authorities said. That suspect was arrested Wednesday in the town of Ternitz.
Omar Haijawi-Pirchner, the head of Austria's Directorate for Security and Intelligence, said in a news conference Thursday that explosive devices and Islamic State propaganda were discovered in a search of the 19-year-old's house. In interviews with law enforcement, the man said "he wanted to carry out the attack using explosives and cutting and stabbing weapons," Haijawi-Pirchner said, adding that the suspect's aim was "to kill himself and a large crowd at the concert."
A 17-year-old was also arrested near the Vienna stadium where Swift's concert was due to take place and was found to be in possession of Islamic State and al-Qaeda materials, but refused to give a statement to authorities, according to Haijawi-Pirchner. In recent days, the teenager had begun working with a company that was supposed to provide services at Swift's concerts, Haijawi-Pirchner said.
Franz Ruf, the public security director at Austria's Interior Ministry, said on Wednesday that both suspects were radicalized online. Both had made noticeable changes in their lives in recent weeks, with the 19-year-old leaving his job and the 17-year-old breaking up with his girlfriend, according to Ruf. Both suspects are Austrian citizens, Haijawi-Pirchner said Thursday, without naming them.
Authorities are not looking for other suspects, Haijawi-Pirchner said, though he said that a 15-year-old Austrian citizen was also being questioned by police. Austria's interior minister, Gerhard Karner, said that a "tragedy" had been prevented.
Swift's concerts were scheduled for Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Ernst Happel Stadium and were expected to draw more than 150,000 people across the three nights.
The suspects' plan was to attack people listening to the concert outside the stadium, an Austrian security official told The Washington Post, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they are not authorized to speak with the media.
Though Vienna Police Chief Gerhard Purstl said during a Wednesday news conference that security would be increased for the concerts, including police dog units and anti-terror teams, Swift's official fan Instagram account indicated that all three shows were canceled. The Austrian security official told The Post that Austrian officials had not told concert organizers to cancel the show.
"With confirmation from government officials of a planned terrorist attack at Ernst Happel Stadium, we have no choice but to cancel the three scheduled shows for everyone's safety," reads a post by Austrian concert promoter Barracuda Music, which Taylor Nation reposted Wednesday. Barracuda Music and Swift's official website said that ticket holders can expect to receive full refunds within 10 business days. Swift's publicist did not respond to a request for comment.
Swift's Eras Tour is the highest-grossing concert tour of all time, and fans have traveled from all over the world to see the singer perform at her European shows. As her remaining U.S. shows boast individual ticket prices over $1,000, some American fans have gone as far as to plan entire summer vacations around Swift's European tour dates. Taken together, airfare, hotels and a concert ticket in Europe can sometimes cost less than a seat at a show in the United States.
Among those Americans who were set to see Swift abroad are Hunter Cooke and his wife, who had booked a flight to Vienna from Austin. The suspected terror plot derailed those plans, Cooke told The Post.
Cooke, 33, said he and his wife are planning to adopt a child and had planned this vacation as their last "big trip" before moving forward with the adoption process. Prospective parents can receive a foster placement at any time, which makes travel difficult, Cooke explained from the airport. His wife was searching for other flights, in hopes that the couple could still "make a vacation of it," even if not in Europe.
"We're out $3,000, and hopefully we'll get reimbursed, but if that's the price for not going on a five-day trip where we're fearing for our lives, then that's what it is," Cooke said. "Obviously, it's not worth dying to see Taylor Swift."
Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer, in a post on X Wednesday, called the cancellation a "bitter disappointment" for Austrian fans but thanked the country's emergency services, police forces and foreign intelligence for preventing a "tragedy" and "investigating at full speed."
At the end of a 2017 Ariana Grande concert in Manchester, England, a suicide bombing killed 22 people and injured more than 100. An official inquiry last year found that MI5, Britain's domestic intelligence agency, could have prevented the attack but failed to act quickly enough and missed critical information, the Associated Press reported.
Swift is scheduled to play five nights at London's Wembley Stadium in the next leg of the tour, with the first show scheduled for Aug. 15.
In a statement released on Thursday, London's Metropolitan Police said that there was "nothing to indicate that the matters being investigated by the Austrian authorities will have an impact on upcoming events here in London."
Terror threats have disrupted numerous major events across Europe this year. In March, a grievous attack on Crocus City Hall in Moscow killed at least 137 people and hospitalized over 100 others. The Islamic State claimed responsibility for the attack, and intel assessments largely agreed that Islamic State-Khorasan, the Afghanistan and Pakistan arm of the group, was responsible.
In April, local police increased security for the Eurovision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, amid heightened concern over possible attacks. In May, French officials said an 18-year-old man had been arrested for planning an attack on the Olympics in the name of the Islamic State, Reuters reported.
In May, New York state and local police officers said weeks of threats against the Cricket World Cup were tied to ISIS-K, and tightened security as the June India-Pakistan match was reportedly the focus of threats posted to a pro-Islamic State online platform.
Intelligence officials in the United States have warned since at least March that the war in Gaza and fury at U.S. support for Israel could galvanize existing terrorist groups and inspire fresh threats.
Kate Brady contributed to this report.
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Banksy's mysterious trail of animal-themed art delights and confuses London
The anonymous street artist Banksy has revealed four animal-themed murals in four days in London, with many speculating there could be more to come this week.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-08-08

Reowned street artist Banksy revealed three animal-themed artworks back-to-back over three days in various London neighborhoods.


LONDON -- First came the mountain goat, standing on a precarious ledge. Then came two playful elephants -- followed by three swinging monkeys and, on Thursday, a howling wolf.
Famed anonymous street artist Banksy is delighting and intriguing the city of London this summer, with four animal-themed artworks popping up in succession over the past four days around the British capital.
The Bristol-based artist who has kept his identity shrouded in secrecy, speaks to the public through his distinct graffiti-style murals and stencils. His artwork often carries political messages or sometimes seems designed just to have some cheeky fun.
This week, he appears to be running with an animal-themed series -- and all the artworks have been shared on his official Instagram page without any caption or context, prompting speculation from observers and art experts alike about what they mean and what might be coming next.
"It's highly unusual in Banksy's art to trail a series of artworks in this way," Professor Paul Gough, vice-chancellor of the Arts University Bournemouth, said in emailed comments Thursday. "I think this is leading to something quite substantial," he added, predicting a "grand reveal" by this weekend.

People walk past a new artwork depicting a howling wolf unveiled by Banksy, painted on a satellite dish on a shop roof in Peckham, south London, on Thursday. (Jordan Pettitt/AP)


The animal theme began Monday when a mountain goat appeared painted seemingly teetering on a small and precarious ledge, as rocks tumble below into view of a real life security camera. The mountain goat was daubed near Kew Bridge in Richmond, southwest London and shared on Monday to Banksy's almost 13 million Instagram followers.
"The scapegoat?" wrote one follower online seeking to interpret the image. Others mused it could be about a surveillance society, the war in the Middle East or protecting animal rights.

Banksy's mountain goat, seen this week. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Just 24 hours later, fans were treated to a pair of elephants on Banksy's Instagram page. The mammals appear to hang outside two boarded-up windows in Chelsea, pointing their trunks at one another playfully. One elephant appears to have tusks.
"Walking by and ignoring 'the elephant in the room'..." was one fan's interpretation online.

People view Banksy's elephants. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Wednesday, the artist shared an image of three monkeys appearing to swing on a railway bridge in east London's trendy Shoreditch area. The trio of monkeys swing from their arms and tails at a height in the busy shopping area, with some online speculation that they allude to the proverb "See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil."
Then on Thursday came the image of a wolf, appearing to howl at the moon, depicted on a satellite dish above a shop in south London's Peckham neighborhood. "London ZOO by Banksy!" one fan wrote online about the work.

People walk by Banksy's monkeys this week. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Many hope the daily release of artwork means more animal murals will be forthcoming throughout the week.
Gough, the art expert who has denied online rumors that he is, in fact, Banksy, said Banksy regularly employs animals in his art, including: chimps, rats, dogs and seals among others. He does this usually "to convey urgent messages about environmental issues, threats to habitat, and the impact of climate change," said Gough. "But they are also powerful metaphors for the state of global politics and the troubled world we have created."
Of the current series, Gough notes that Banksy "is creating a menagerie of animals, a bestiary of beasts, which will keep stimulating attention and raising the stakes -- it's Banksy's marketing at its best and most impactive, building an enormous air of expectation."
Artist and lecturer Benedict Carpenter van Barthold has his own interpretation.
"Banksy's new pieces suggest that London is a zoo, where it's unclear if we are the visitors or the animals," he said in an email. "These new works have a more playful sentiment compared to his earlier works, and they don't carry the same urgent tone ... It will be interesting to see where he's going."
Despite being a household name, Banksy has managed to maintain his anonymity since he rose to fame in the 1990s. The street artist's works sell for millions and pop up across the globe, causing a buzz in the art world and on social media, including in the United States, Ukraine, Gaza and the West Bank, and frequently in the United Kingdom. A version of a popular Banksy image, a girl reaching for a heart-shape balloon, sold at auction for $1.4 million in 2018, The Washington Post reported. On resale -- after the artist partially shredded it -- the work sold for more than $25 million in 2021.
For Gough, the latest animal-themed murals had an uplifting message: "Given the current parlous state of the world, it's so rewarding that we still want to talk about the power of the visual, and the role that artists can play in reminding us of our human values."
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Catalan leader Puigdemont reemerges in Spain, then vanishes, evading arrest
Carles Puigdemont had been in self-imposed exile since a bid for Catalan independence in 2017. His return is a challenge to Spanish authorities.
By Ellen Francis, Beatriz Rios | 2024-08-08

Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont addresses supporters in Barcelona on Thursday. (Emilio Morenatti/AP)


Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont, who had been living in self-imposed exile for seven years since staging an unauthorized referendum for independence, reemerged in Barcelona on Thursday -- and then quickly disappeared again, evading arrest and prompting a manhunt across the region.
His return represents a direct challenge to Spanish authorities. It also threatens to renew tensions. The Catalan independence movement has long been one of the most fraught issues in Spanish politics.
Puigdemont, 61, appeared briefly onstage Thursday morning at a rally of his supporters in Barcelona, defying a Spanish arrest warrant. "I came to remind them that I am still here," he said. "We have been persecuted for seven years for wanting to listen to the voice of the people of Catalonia."
But as people carrying Catalan flags and waving his photograph marched toward the regional parliament building, he slipped away in the crowd.

Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont reemerged in Barcelona on Aug. 8, despite a Spanish arrest warrant.


One police officer was arrested for helping him get away, the regional force's press office said, without elaborating.
While sedition charges against Puigdemont have been dropped, he still faces charges of embezzlement, and the regional police said they would carry out court orders to arrest him.
In anticipation of his return, they had sealed off most entrances to the park where the parliament building is located.
After his disappearance again, police effectively put Barcelona on lockdown, setting up roadblocks and checking vehicles on routes leading out of the city and across the region.

A police officer mans a roadblock set up to find Catalan separatist leader Carles Puigdemont in Barcelona on Thursday. (Lorena Sopena/Reuters)


It was unclear exactly when or how Puigdemont had returned to Spain.
He had been based primarily in Belgium since the 2017 breakaway referendum. He was a member of the European Parliament from 2019 until last month. He successfully avoided extradition to Spain, including after being detained in Italy and in Germany.
But in recent days he announced his intention to show up at Catalonia's parliament in Barcelona for a scheduled induction of a political rival as the new regional president.
He only made it to his separatist party's rally beforehand. But while that parliamentary session was underway, the search for him was broadcast live on local television, putting him back in the limelight.
Spanish opposition lawmakers seized on the escape to criticize Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez's government. Politicians with the Popular Party, which also opposes Catalonia's independence movement, described the day's events as an "unbearable humiliation" and a "farce."

Some of Puigdemont's supporters clashed with police in Barcelona on Thursday. (Nacho Doce/Reuters)


In a video previewing his plan to return, Puigdemont on Wednesday lamented that he "cannot attend freely" and complained of "a long persecution."
A former journalist who was first elected to the Catalan parliament in 2006, Puigdemont has centered his political career on the aspiration for the wealthy northeast region's independence.
He was regional Catalan president in 2017 when the breakaway referendum -- declared illegal by Spain's Constitutional Court and centralized government in Madrid -- rocked the country. The Spanish government imposed direct rule on the region and arrested his allies, while Puigdemont escaped.
Last year, Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez's Socialist Party struck a contentious deal to remain in power and form a coalition government, offering amnesty to those involved in organizing referendums in 2014 and 2017.
But the legislation has been challenged by the Supreme Court, raising questions about whether the amnesty deal would allow Puigdemont to be pardoned.
His appearance in Barcelona is the latest twist in the fallout from the 2017 Catalan independence bid, said Cristina Monge, a political science professor at the University of Zaragoza in Spain. It was also "without a doubt" an attempt to restore his relevance, she added.
"The Spanish government is not interested in a harder response to Puigdemont" and will be weighing political tensions in its approach, although whether the amnesty deal applies to him will be up to the judiciary, she said.
Puigdemont campaigned from France for the most recent regional election, in May. But pro-independence parties lost their governing majority.
Salvador Illa, a Socialist, got the nod as the next regional president as a result of a deal brokered with a moderate pro-independence party. He would become the first non-separatist leader of Catalonia in about a decade.
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Japan issues first 'megaquake' warning for Nankai Trough after strong temblor
After a 7.1-magnitude quake, Japan's meteorological agency said there is a higher chance of a major quake in the nearby trough that could trigger powerful tsunamis.
By Julia Mio Inuma, Niha Masih | 2024-08-08

A 7.1-magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Miyazaki prefecture on the southern island of Kyushu on Aug. 8, the Japan Meteorological Agency said.


TOKYO -- A 7.1-magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Miyazaki prefecture on the southern Japanese island of Kyushu on Thursday, the Japan Meteorological Agency said, prompting it to issue a tsunami alert as well as its first-ever warning for a "megaquake" from a nearby submarine trough that is a hotbed of geological tension.
Although the expected height of the tsunami is only 1 meter (about 3.3 feet), the waves can grow exponentially very quickly, the JMA said. The quake hit at a depth of 30 kilometers (18.6 miles), the agency said.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi said at a news conference that there have been no reports of abnormalities at nuclear power plants after the quake and that the government is assessing for casualties and damage. Japan Rail suspended bullet train services as a precaution, state broadcaster NHK reported. No casualties or major damage were immediately reported after the quake.
The JMA also issued its first public warning for a "Nankai Trough megaquake" after an investigation into the Thursday quake's links to the submarine trough. The agency said the chance of a major earthquake there that could trigger powerful tsunamis is "relatively higher than usual for the next week."
Earthquakes typically occur in the Nankai Trough every 100-150 years, according to the JMA. The most recent was in December 1946, when a quake of around magnitude-8.1 killed more than 1,300 people. The U.S. Geological Survey called it "one of the world's deadliest earthquakes," with more than 36,000 houses destroyed or severely damaged and another 2,100 homes washed away by a tsunami that reached heights of 5 to 6 meters (16 to 20 feet).
In January, Japan's Earthquake Research Committee predicted a 70 to 80 percent chance of an earthquake between magnitude-8.0 and -9.0 striking near the Nankai Trough within the next three decades.
While Japan is familiar with earthquakes -- the country sits on the Pacific Ring of Fire -- large tremors on the coast cause particular alarm because of their propensity to cause tsunamis. Japan experiences about 1,500 earthquakes annually that can be felt by people, with some kind of seismic activity recorded once every five minutes.
Memories of the magnitude-9 earthquake that struck the Tohoku region on the east coast in 2011, causing a devastating tsunami that claimed almost 20,000 lives, remain raw in Japan. The quake and tsunami also caused the meltdown of three reactors at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant.
Masih reported from London.
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Battles persist in western Russia after bold cross-border attack by Ukraine 
A surprise Ukrainian attack into Russia's Kursk region raised questions about whether Kyiv's forces violated U.S. restrictions on the use of donated fighting vehicles. 
By Isabelle Khurshudyan | 2024-08-08

This photo released by the acting governor of the Kursk region Alexei Smirnov's Telegram channel shows a house damaged after shelling by the Ukrainian side in the city of Sudzha in Russia's Kursk region that borders Ukraine. (Governor of Kursk /AP)


KYIV -- In Ukraine's largest incursion into Russia since Russian forces invaded Ukraine more than two years ago, fighting continued on Thursday in the Kursk region where Ukrainian troops were reportedly occupying several border villages and part of the town of Sudzha. The bold cross-border operation, now in its third day, stunned Moscow and raised questions about whether Kyiv's troops had violated Western restrictions on the use of donated weapons and fighting vehicles.
The surprise assault on Kursk, a part of western Russia adjacent to Ukraine's Sumy region, seemed designed to bring the war home to Russia, where many residents do not feel any direct impact of a conflict that has destroyed many Ukrainian cities and towns and displace millions. It may also be intended to divert Russian troops from other locations on the front where Ukraine has steadily lost ground in recent months.
The attack potentially marked a new chapter in the fight between the neighboring countries. More than two years after Russia invaded and occupied large swaths of southeastern Ukraine, Kyiv's forces have now moved more than six miles into Russia, Russian military bloggers reported. Russian officials, including President Vladimir Putin have confirmed the Ukrainian attack, and the acting governor of Kursk, Alexei Smirnov, has reported injuries of dozens of civilians.
Ukrainian military and government officials have declined to comment on the situation, however, and specific details of the incursion could not be independently verified by The Post.
While the precise objective of Ukraine's incursion is unclear, unlike past small-scale operations across the border, Kyiv appears to have deployed some of its top brigades as well as donated Western fighting vehicles, according to Russian military bloggers and pro-war Telegram channels.  In addition to potentially diverting Russian troops from Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region, Kyiv could be trying to gain leverage in future negotiations, analysts said.
Whatever the reason, the Kursk offensive has put new pressure on Putin as ordinary Russians had to be evacuated from the region where they faced some of the same types of bombardment that Ukrainian civilians have endured from Russian forces for more than two years.
Previous Ukrainian offensives into Russia, mainly its Belgorod region, were led by anti-Putin volunteer militant groups not formally affiliated with Ukraine's Armed Forces. But this week's assault appears to involve some 1,000 troops with U.S. and German armored vehicles and tanks that crossed the border on Tuesday from Sumy, according to Russian officials.
Video posted by a pro-war Russian Telegram channel purported to show U.S.-provided Stryker fighting vehicles near Ukraine's border with Kursk as part of the incursion. Others showed German Marder fighting vehicles. Ukrainian forces appeared to have marked their equipment for Kursk with painted white triangles. The Post could not independently verify the videos.
A video from a drone unit in Ukraine's 14th Separate Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Regiment published on Instagram purported to show Russian soldiers in Kursk surrendering and claimed Ukraine's 80th Air Assault Brigade was fighting there, too. Personnel from Ukrainian units believed to be fighting in Kursk declined to comment, adding that operational secrecy was to their advantage.
Though the White House has recently permitted Kyiv to use donated weapons to strike Russian forces at some points across the border, taking U.S.-supplied fighting vehicles into Russia was believed still to be prohibited. A U.S. official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter, said Washington is reaching out to the Ukrainian military to learn more about the operation and its objectives.
Ukraine's Sumy region for months has come under repeated bombardment from Russian forces firing across the border. Western countries could see that as justification for Ukraine to take the unusual step of using donated vehicles and weapons in Russia. With Kyiv bracing for Russian reprisals, Ukrainian officials on Wednesday ordered about 6,000 people to evacuate from Sumy.
"Ultimately, the decisions about how Ukraine conducts its military operations are decisions that Ukraine makes," U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller said Wednesday.
Ukraine has not yet been criticized by Washington for the cross-border assault, said an adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive situation. Ukraine now controls a gas metering station about five miles inside Russia, the adviser said.
On Thursday, gas was still flowing through Sudzha, the last operational shipping point for a pipeline that carries Russian natural gas to Europe via Ukraine. The station was unlikely to be used for leverage, the advisor to Zelensky said, because with the pipeline running through Ukraine anyway, Kyiv could have disrupted flows at any time.
Ukraine earns lucrative transit fees but has expressed a desire to cut off Russia's remaining energy business in Europe. Meanwhile, Russia's National Guard said it had beefed up security around the Kursk nuclear power station, about 40 miles northeast of the town.
Russia's most senior military commander, chief of general staff Valery Gerasimov, told Putin on Wednesday that the Ukrainian offensive had been halted. The Defense Ministry said Thursday that Russia had used half-ton airdropped bombs to attack Ukrainian forces in the Russian region.
But Russian military bloggers painted a drastically different picture, criticizing Russian forces for not better fortifying the border and lamenting the town of Sudzha as lost to the surprise Ukrainian invaders now turning the tables on their occupiers.
Mykhailo Podolyak, a Ukrainian presidential adviser, suggested on the country's national television news broadcast that any military actions on the Russian territory could better Ukraine's position during future negotiations with Russia to end the war. He did not comment on the Kursk incursion specifically.
Podolyak wrote on the social media platform X on Thursday that Russia "has consistently believed that restrictive legal norms do not apply to it, thus it can attack neighboring countries' territories with impunity and hypocritically demand ... the inviolability of its own territory. War is war, with its own rules, where the aggressor inevitably reaps corresponding outcomes."
Military analysts questioned why Kyiv would choose to open a new area of the front when its forces have been steadily losing ground in the eastern Ukrainian region of Donetsk. Russian forces have advanced around the strategic hub of Pokrovsk -- a key transit point that connects other cities in the Donetsk region to the large city of Dnipro just two hours west.
While Ukraine might be trying to divert forces from the east to defend its new offensive in Russia's Kursk region, Russia already has more personnel and maneuverability than Ukraine. Kyiv has been mobilizing thousands of troops in recent months in a ramped-up conscription campaign, but those recruits need to undergo weeks of training before reaching the battlefield.
Ukrainian officials have expressed some sense of urgency to better their military position before the U.S. presidential elections in November. The last tranche of American security assistance was held up for more than six months by Republicans in Congress -- a signal that future military aid is not guaranteed, especially if GOP nominee Donald Trump wins office. Trump has said that he would quickly push the two sides to reach a negotiated settlement of the war.
Serhiy Morgunov and Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv, John Hudson, Samuel Oakford and Alex Horton in Washington, Kate Brady in Berlin, and Robyn Dixon and Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, contributed to this report.
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After a week of U.K. riots, thousands fill the streets to decry racism
For the most part, the counterdemonstrators appeared to outnumber the agitators. And, for one night at least, they helped stop the violence.
By William Booth, Karla Adam | 2024-08-08

Counterprotesters amass in Walthamstow in east London on Wednesday. (PA Wire/AP)


LONDON -- Faced with a week-long wave of widespread violence and rioting by people authorities describe as far-right "thugs," British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and the police have been struggling to end some of the worst civil unrest here in more than a decade.
On Wednesday night, something unexpected happened.
Thousands of counterdemonstrators poured into the streets of a dozen English cities to denounce racism and to protect refugee centers, law offices and other sites that had appeared on an online "target list" for anti-immigrant protests.
Video of a gathering in west London's Brentford neighborhood showed a large crowd chanting "This is what community looks like," as police looked on from a distance. People shouted "No to racism" in Harrow. In Southhampton, a dozen anti-immigration protesters showed up, to be confronted by hundreds of counterprotesters who bellowed "Racists go home."
There were reports of scattered arrests. But for the most part, the counterdemonstrators appeared to outnumber the agitators. And, for one night at least, they helped stop the violence.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer on Aug. 4 condemned recent anti-immigration riots, calling them "far-right thuggery."


In its first big test, Starmer's new government has been trying to put down the riots with a strategy of more police, more arrests, more prosecutions. On Wednesday, officials highlighted the first sentences: stiff prison terms of 20 months, 30 months and three years. "If you provoke violent disorder on our streets or online, you will face the full force of the law," the prime minister said.
Police in Britain have a free hand to arrest those who attack officers, set cars on fire and loot stores. They can also charge people for online incitement of violence, racial hatred and terrorism.
But experts say that stopping these sorts of riots with a law-and-order approach is harder than it looks. They note, too, that Britain's police, courts and prisons are overstretched -- partly as a result of a decade of funding cuts by previous governments.

A large crowd gathers in Walthamstow to head off anti-immigration demonstrations. (Alberto Pezzali/AP)


One thing is clear: The British public is revolted by the violence.
A YouGov survey found that 85 percent of Britons oppose what the pollsters called "the recent protests and unrest." Among the public, there is broad agreement with Starmer's characterization of the demonstrators as "thugs."
"Even if you think that migration needs to be controlled and it's fine to send people to Rwanda, you can still draw a line at smoking people out of a hotel, because that's attempted murder," said Marta Lorimer, a lecturer in politics at Cardiff University. "These are very extreme behaviors that don't have wide support."

More than 100 people were arrested across Britain as far-right demonstrations erupted following misinformation about a mass stabbing that killed three children.


The current unrest broke out after a July 29 stabbing attack at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class in Southport left three young girls dead. Within hours of the attack, social media posts shared by prominent far-right figures described the assailant as an asylum seeker, with an Arabic name, who had crossed the English Channel illegally on a raft.
None of it was true. The stabbing suspect was later identified as 17-year-old Axel Rudakubana, born in Wales. His religion is unknown. His parents are from Rwanda, where the vast majority of people are Christian.
But efforts to disentangle the stabbing from concerns about illegal immigration appeared to have little impact. Anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim riots swept through cities in England, as well as Belfast in Northern Ireland, amounting to Britain's worst disorder since 2011. Mobs chanting "We want our country back" stormed a library, a mosque and a hotel providing shelter for asylum seekers. Police in helmets brandishing plastic shields have found themselves deluged with flying bricks and bottles.

People form bubbles outside the town hall during an Aug. 5 vigil to remember the victims of the stabbing attack in Southport, England. (Darren Staples/AP)


Starmer -- a former top prosecutor -- has urged police to hold the line. He wants them to protect life and property, and pursue mass arrests, using all the tools at the state's disposal, including widespread coverage in British cities by surveillance cameras, abetted by AI-assisted facial recognition software.
The National Police Chiefs' Council said that as of Wednesday afternoon, nearly 428 people had been arrested and 120 people charged.
Starmer's new minister of police, Diana Johnson, said that courts could sit 24 hours a day to handle "thugs who maraud our streets."
The government pledged that 567 extra places were being opened in Britain's overcrowded prisons to make room for rioters.
But experts say that even with the ability to monitor some online activity, it can be difficult to anticipate where the next riot will break out and to assemble the security force that will be required.
"These are very fast-moving events, popping up here and there, in cities across the country," said Tim Newburn, a criminologist at the London School of Economics. "There will be four or five one night and more the next night, in different cities. The police have to be very agile."

New British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has said that rioters will face the full force of the law. (Mina Kim/Reuters)


In Britain, experts say, police do have extensive powers to make arrests.
"The police can pretty much arrest you for any kind of violent disorder," said Geoff Pearson, an expert in crowd policing at the University of Manchester Law School.
But when police are overwhelmed, their first duty is to protect life and property -- to keep the mob from setting fire to a mosque or an immigrant center, or to keep protesters and counterprotesters apart. Arrests may come later.
Newburn estimated that at demonstrations involving a couple hundred people, dozens have been throwing bottles and bricks at police, while most of the others have been shouting and filming each other with their mobile phones.
It appears the rioters are mostly leaderless, although they are attuned to far-right influencers and have been organizing themselves on social media, often on encrypted platforms such as WhatsApp.
Even while Britons are firmly against the violence and tell pollsters that the riots are unjustified, many people are unsettled by high numbers of immigrants arriving in recent years.
More than 125,000 people illegally crossed the English Channel in small rafts since 2018 -- 900 crossed on Tuesday, with 12,313 making the perilous journey so far this year. Some 36,000 asylum seekers are residing in British hotels at a cost of $10 million a day. In addition, the previous governments have granted visas for a surge of students and workers. Net migration to Britain last year was 685,000, a record.
Nigel Farage, the leader of the anti-immigrant Reform Party, which won five seats in the last election, has decried the riots and distanced himself from them, but said there are "deeper, longer-term" problems that remain.
"The majority of our population can see the fracturing of our communities as a result of mass, uncontrolled immigration, whether legal or illegal," Farage wrote on X.
The lack of public support may make this round of rioting difficult to sustain. But there's also plenty of grievance to go around in Britain that could continue to stoke the violence. Experts say the riots could fizzle -- and, like a brush fire, emerge again.
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As war looms and flights dwindle, Lebanese grapple with whether to flee
The exodus from Lebanon began last week after back-to-back assassinations targeted a Hezbollah commander near Beirut and Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
By Susannah George, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-08-07

Crowds gathered at the Beirut-Rafic Al Hariri International Airport on Aug. 5, looking for flights to leave Lebanon, amid rising tensions in the region.


BEIRUT -- Vacations cut short, hurried goodbyes and last-minute flights at exorbitant fares -- residents and tourists, heeding warnings of an impending war, are scrambling to leave summertime Lebanon as tensions build between Israel and Hezbollah, Iran's Lebanese ally. 
Britain has ordered its citizens to "leave Lebanon now," while Paris is urging French nationals to depart "as soon as possible." The U.S. Embassy in Beirut, in an alert over the weekend, instructed Americans who wish to leave to "book any ticket available to them."
At the Beirut airport, passengers waited for delayed flights or for seats to open up, tired children resting against luggage carts piled high with suitcases, their parents sipping coffee out of paper cups. As airlines such as Lufthansa, Air France and Royal Jordanian cancel flights to and from the country, ticket prices have skyrocketed, putting them out of reach for many Lebanese grappling with the effects of an economic crisis, including soaring inflation and a currency that has lost much of its value.
"The options are few and it's very expensive, but for now, people are getting out," said Samer Shamass, 55, the owner of a small travel agency in Beirut.
Passengers described having to make tough decisions about whether to leave, and then rushing to find flights, or having family members outside Lebanon pay for their tickets.
Mireille Malaket, 31, said by phone on Wednesday that she had scrambled to rebook her ticket home to Canada last week. "The whole situation changed really fast," she said, adding that the atmosphere felt "tense" from the moment she arrived in Lebanon in early July. "I could have waited, but it would have been a risk."

A Middle East Airlines plane takes off from Beirut-Rafic Al Hariri International Airport on Tuesday. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)


The exodus from Lebanon, a vibrant but crisis-ridden nation of about 5.3 million people, began last week after back-to-back assassinations targeted a senior Hezbollah commander near Beirut and Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
Israel said it "eliminated" the Hezbollah commander, Fuad Shukr, on July 30 as retaliation for a rocket strike days earlier that killed 12 children on a soccer field in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Hours later, on July 31, Haniyeh was also killed, in a blast while visiting Iran. Israel has not commented on Haniyeh's killing, but U.S. officials were informed by Israel immediately afterward that it was responsible -- and Iran has vowed revenge for the attack on its soil.
"After the assassination of Haniyeh, Iran finds itself obliged to respond. After the assassination of Fuad [Shukr], Hezbollah finds itself obliged to respond," the Lebanese group's leader, Hasan Nasrallah, said Tuesday in a live video address to supporters in Beirut.
Israel and Hezbollah, Lebanon's most powerful political and military movement, have traded cross-border fire for months, in clashes that started soon after Hamas militants from the Gaza Strip attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, igniting a war. Since then, near-daily Israeli strikes have displaced close to 100,000 people from the border region in southern Lebanon, and have killed 114 civilians and noncombatants, according to a Washington Post tally.
In Israel, Hezbollah rocket and drone attacks have also forced 62,000 people from their homes in northern Israel and killed 23 civilians.
But Nasrallah on Tuesday signaled that this time was different, that the assassination of a senior commander near Beirut required a much stronger response. For months, he said, one part of Lebanon has served as the front line, with frequent casualties and funerals, while in another part of the country "it's concerts and leisure, lunches and dinners, restaurants are full, hotels are full."
"We did not escalate, even when our commanders were killed," he said, but added that "no one can tell us, inside or outside Lebanon, to deal with [the] attack" on Shukr as if it were a normal strike.

Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah delivers a speech over video at a memorial ceremony on Tuesday marking one week since Israel killed commander Fuad Shukr in a Beirut suburb on July 30. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Despite the underlying fears, much of life in Beirut continues as normal. Rush-hour traffic snarls the city's narrow downtown streets and at night restaurants and bars fill up with revelers. But a heightened level of anxiety hangs over the sense of routine. When Israeli fighter jets broke the sound barrier above Beirut as Nasrallah began to speak Tuesday, the city collectively took a beat, fearing the sound marked the beginning of an attack.
The last time Israel and Hezbollah fought an all-out war was in 2006, when Hezbollah fighters ambushed Israeli troops on the border, killing three and kidnapping two. Eighteen years later, the devastation of that conflict looms large for many Lebanese. Back then, Israeli fighter jets targeted the Beirut airport on the second day of the war, also bombing key roads and bridges and blockading Lebanon's ports.
At Shamass's travel agency, the phones have been ringing nonstop since Shukr was killed in an airstrike in Haret Hreik, just south of the capital, he said. Most of those who are booking travel are people who came to Lebanon to visit extended family for the summer.
"They have jobs, their kids have school, it makes sense to go," Shamass said.
But for residents of Lebanon, where an estimated 44 percent of the population lives in poverty, according to the World Bank, there is nowhere to go. Lebanon only shares borders with Israel and Syria, whose economy is also in free fall.
The cost of a one-way ticket out of Lebanon is more than what many Lebanese households make in a month. A flight from Beirut to Paris on Lebanon's Middle East Airlines costs about $300, and to Istanbul on Turkish Airlines, prices jump to roughly $500 one way. A survey by Human Rights Watch in 2022 put the median monthly household income in Lebanon at $122.
Tourism has also served as a lifeline for the Lebanese economy, with most other sectors hobbled by the collapse. It accounted for more than 10 percent of the country's gross domestic product in 2022, according to the World Bank.

People wait for their flights at the Beirut-Rafic Hariri International Airport departure hall on Monday. (AFP/Getty Images)


Bryan Stern is the founder of the Grey Bull Rescue Foundation, an organization that specializes in extracting and evacuating U.S. citizens from conflict and disaster zones. He said his group has started preparing for missions in Lebanon, chartering boats and working to secure access to planes.
"If you are an American in Beirut, there are just fewer paths out of the country for you," said Stern, who described his foundation as one that fills the "gaps" left by the U.S. government.
Still, he said he's encouraging people to get on commercial flights if they can.
"We are the last resort," he said. "We are not war-zone Uber."
But not everyone wants to leave. Some Lebanese citizens are returning home so they can be close to family if there's war -- or at least so they're not stranded elsewhere if the airport is destroyed or damaged again.
"We are all traumatized by what happened in 2006 and the blockade," said Jean Riachi, 61, a banker who cut short his vacation in Greece to come back to Lebanon on Saturday. "No one wants to take a chance to be stuck."
During the last war, Riachi said, the Israeli strikes on roads and bridges put everyone on edge: "When you were on the road you were always thinking: It could come at any time."
But now that they're back in Lebanon, Riachi and his family haven't changed their daily routines. The restaurants and shops in his Badaro neighborhood are full as most people continue to enjoy the summer, he said.
His children, grown and living abroad, have also returned to be near him and their mother if the conflict escalates, he said.
"They want to be home," Riachi said, laughing. "It's not very special to our family, most Lebanese are like this."
Mohamad El Chamaa contributed to this report.
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Putin calls cross-border attack in Kursk region a 'provocation' 
The Russian president confirmed that Ukrainian forces had crossed the border into the Kursk region of western Russia.
By Francesca Ebel | 2024-08-07

A damaged house after a Ukrainian shelling in the city of Sudzha, Russia, on Tuesday. (Governor of Kursk/AP)


Russian President Vladimir Putin confirmed Wednesday that Ukrainian forces had crossed the border into the Kursk region of western Russia and carried out an attack, describing the operation as a large-scale "provocation."
"The Kyiv regime has launched another major provocation," Putin told members of the Russian government at a meeting, claiming that Ukraine was "firing indiscriminately" using various types of weapons, including rockets, "at civilian buildings, residential houses, ambulances."
Putin's statement followed a Russian Defense Ministry announcement late Tuesday night that up to "300 Ukrainian militants" launched a cross-border attack that morning and had entered Russian territory with "11 tanks and more than 200 armored vehicles."
Kursk borders Ukraine's Sumy region. Russia's Defense Ministry said Russian forces had repelled the attack, but this could not be independently verified.
Kyiv so far has not acknowledged the attack, and Ukraine's Defense Ministry and intelligence agencies declined to comment. Pro-Ukrainian militia groups not officially affiliated with Ukraine's armed forces have launched incursions into Russia before. But Russian military bloggers have claimed that regular Ukrainian brigades, including elite paratroopers supplied with U.S. weapons, are leading this offensive into Kursk. Ukraine's General Staff declined to comment.
With the situation in the area apparently still volatile, and Kyiv bracing for Russian reprisals, Ukrainian officials ordered the evacuation of about 6,000 people from the Sumy region.
Meanwhile, White House national security spokesman John Kirby said that U.S. officials would contact Kyiv for information about what was happening in Kursk. But he said that there had been no change in Washington's limits on how Ukraine can use U.S.-supplied weapons to hit targets in Russia, which he said is restricted "to target imminent threats just across the border."
"We are, as you would expect we would be, reaching out to our Ukrainian counterparts to get a little bit better understanding," Kirby said.
Asked about the situation in Kursk, Peter Stano, a foreign policy spokesman for the European Commission, said, "According to international law, Ukraine has a legal right to defend itself, including striking an aggressor on its territory."
Since the beginning of Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, anti-Kremlin Russian militias backed by Ukraine have carried out several cross-border attacks, while Kyiv has launched repeated, often deadly, airstrikes on Russian border cities, including Belgorod.
It was not clear, however, if the attack on Kursk was carried out by an anti-Kremlin militia, by regular Ukrainian forces or some other fighting formation.
Military analysts questioned why Kyiv would choose to open a new area of the front when its forces have been steadily losing ground in the eastern Ukrainian region of Donetsk. Russian forces have advanced around the strategic hub of Pokrovsk -- a key transit point that connects other cities in the Donetsk region to the large city of Dnipro just two hours west.
While Ukraine might be trying to divert forces from the east to defend its new offensive in Russia's Kursk region, Russia already has more manpower and maneuverability than Ukraine. Kyiv has been mobilizing thousands of men in recent months in a ramped-up conscription campaign, but those recruits still need to undergo weeks of training before reaching the battlefield.
Alexei Smirnov, Kursk's acting governor, said Wednesday that the region had been "heroically resisting the attacks for 24 hours."
Russian health officials said that at least 31 people were wounded, mainly from burns and shrapnel. Maria Lvova-Belova, Russia's commissioner on children's rights, said six children were among the victims.
Smirnov said emergency services had been put on high alert and called on citizens to help donate blood at local hospitals and clinics. Putin said Wednesday that he had instructed aid agencies to provide the "necessary assistance" to residents in the region.
Reports by Russian military bloggers and images circulating on social media contradicted Russian Defense Ministry statements seeking to minimize the attacks, and suggested the raid was more substantive than past cross-border incursions.
Some analysts suggested that Ukrainian forces may have advanced six miles into Russia from the front line. Photos from the area showed destroyed buildings, as well as equipment losses.
Rybar, a popular Russian military blogger with links to the Russian Defense Ministry, reported on Tuesday evening that the situation in the Kursk region remained tense, with battles still underway in border districts.
"Judging by the latest footage, Ukrainian formations have managed to advance," Rybar wrote, claiming that Ukrainian forces had occupied the villages of Nikolayevo-Daryino, Daryino and Sverdlikovo. In addition, he said, battles were continuing in Goncharovka and Oleshnya.
Rybar reported that up to 400 Ukrainian troops entered the region, with up to 2,000 troops concentrated along the border. Rybar also reported that Ukrainian troops had captured an important gas transit hub.
Another Russian military Telegram channel, Archangel Spetsnaz Z, reported that Ukraine had sent two battalions across the border that were pushing toward the town of Sudzha. The Washington Post could not independently verify those reports.
Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia, Alex Horton and Karen DeYoung in Washington, and Isabelle Khurshudyan and Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Thailand takes another backward step by banning main opposition party
On Aug. 7, Thailand's constitutional court banned Pita Limjaroenrat -- the country's most popular politician -- from holding office and dissolved his party.
By Ishaan Tharoor | 2024-08-07
You're reading an excerpt from the WorldView newsletter. Sign up to get the rest free, including news from around the globe and interesting ideas and opinions to know, sent to your inbox on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.

Move Forward Party's prime minister candidate Pita Limjaroenrat, center, with party leader Chaithawat Tulathon, left, and executive members, holds a news conference at party headquarters Wednesday in Bangkok. (Narong Sangnak/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Pita Limjaroenrat is arguably Thailand's most popular politician -- but he now faces a decade out of public office. On Wednesday, Thailand's constitutional court ordered the dissolution of Pita's Move Forward party, arguing it violated the constitution by proposing an amendment of a law against defaming the country's royal family. The order also came with 10-year bans on political activity for some of those who held executive level positions within the party, including Pita.
The suave, charismatic leader was the face of Move Forward when the progressive, reformist faction won a stunning first-place victory in general elections in May 2023. But the political establishment in Bangkok, enmeshed in close to a decade of de facto military rule, had other ideas. Conservative forces moved against Pita and his allies, with the Senate, comprised of lawmakers handpicked by the regime, thwarting his coalition's ability to form a ruling government. Eventually, the Pheu Thai party, one of Move Forward's erstwhile allies, broke with Pita and joined hands with the same military that had thrown it out of power in 2014.
Pita, cast into the opposition, has been subjected to a concerted campaign of lawfare targeting both him and his party. The Aug. 7 case was centered on Move Forward's campaign pitch to reform Thailand's draconian lese-majeste laws that criminalize critical speech about the Thai monarchy; instead, these laws were wielded by the state to kneecap Pita and his party.
The crisis spotlights how Thailand is a "competitive autocracy," as Pita put it to me in an interview last week. "An election victory does not translate to governance here."
For almost a century, the Thai military has repeatedly interfered in the country's fledgling attempts at democratic consolidation. It carried out some 12 successful coups in the 20th century; there were two more in the current one, as the country endured cycles of political unrest and division. Critics of the establishment, which include Pita, point to a kind of "deep state" in Bangkok of intertwined military, monarchic and oligarchic monopolist interests.
The last two decades have seen that deep state whir into action to control political dissent and check reformists. Prior to Aug. 7, the judicial apparatus had already dissolved four popular political parties and disqualified dozens of politicians on various dubious legal grounds. That included the 2020 dissolution of the Future Forward party -- the progenitor to Pita's Move Forward, which saw the country's electoral commission move against it following a successful debut in elections. In reaction to the surge of pro-democracy mobilization since then, state institutions weaponized the principle of lese-majeste -- insulting the royal family -- to charge some 272 individuals. Conviction could carry a sentence of up to 15 years in prison.
"Democracy is on defense here in Thailand," Pita told me, speaking via Zoom from Bangkok. He stressed there was "no linkage" between a slate of powerful bodies, including the top courts and the electoral commission, and the popular will of the people.
Move Forward's dissolution may trigger a new rupture. "In the short term, there may be big protests across the country like those that happened when they dissolved Future Forward," Khemthong Tonsakulrungruang, a constitutional scholar at Chulalongkorn University, told Voice of America last month. "But in the long term I'm more concerned that the conservative elite will actually succeed in slowly weakening the progressive movement, by banning MPs and dissolving whatever the next party incarnation is."
Pita laments that the Thai monarchy -- a hallowed institution beloved by the bulk of society -- "is being used in politics to destroy political opponents." Instead, he argues, the monarchy should be kept above the fray and not turned into an instrument of suppression. "We want to reform Thailand while preserving the monarchy," he told me.
Pita is sanguine about the challenges ahead. "Our politics is about substance and not so much about form," he said, suggesting it would not be too difficult for Move Forward to reshape into its next iteration, given that many of its lawmakers have experience already in seeing their faction dissolved.
The party wanted to turbocharge Thailand's sluggish economy with liberalizing reforms and decentralize what it casts as an overly centralized state, organized around a set of entrenched political and business elites in Bangkok. Move Forward lawmakers, in one instance, have cited the monopolistic stranglehold that two powerful conglomerates have over the production of alcohol in the country as symptomatic of deeper societal rot and inequity.
Pita contends that such transformation is essential for Thailand to reassert itself on the world stage and in its neighborhood. A decade of military custodianship and quasi-military rule has harmed the country's standing among Western democracies. "It's very hard for the Thai government to have legitimacy to engage Americans and Europeans," Pita said, and that reality, he added, has pushed Thailand, a U.S. treaty ally, "toward the Chinese camp by default."
If in power, Pita would have hoped to "recalibrate and rebalance" Thailand's diplomatic relationships. At a time when looming U.S.-Chinese competition is reshaping geopolitics across Asia, he argued that Thailand is "punching well below its weight in terms of foreign cooperation," and ought to be a more active player in upholding stability in Asia.
As for the broader struggle against the Thai establishment, the 43-year-old Harvard graduate remains confident. Pita wants whatever has to emerge in Move Forward's absence to "win bigger" and "win wider" in future provincial and municipal elections, strengthening their popular mandate and domination of public discourse while also abiding by the ballot box. The military and its proxies, Pita contends, would want nothing more than mass disturbances and unrest to justify deeper crackdowns.
"We still have to think of politics as a long game," Pita told me. "And to win a long game, you need strategy and you need patience."
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Man stole thousands of rare 'Bluey' coins worth $393,000, police say
The man, who was arrested, stole 63,000 Bluey coins, or "Dollarbucks," from the back of a truck, Australian police said. Only a tiny proportion have been recovered.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-08-07

The coins that were stolen honor the children's show "Bluey." (Ludo Studio/Album/Alamy)


Australian police have arrested a man accused of stealing over $393,000 worth of unreleased limited-edition coins featuring Bluey, the character from the popular animated children's show.
The Australian-dollar coins were stolen from the back of a truck in a warehouse in Sydney in June, New South Wales police said in a statement Wednesday following the arrest.
The show "Bluey,"  which follows the adventures of its title character, a 6-year-old blue dog, and her family, premiered in Australia in 2018 but is now firmly a global phenomenon.
Its celebration of imaginative play and its humorous and warm depiction of modern parenting have made it a hit with children and adults alike, and it was the second-most-streamed show in the United States last year, according to media ratings company Nielsen, racking up more viewing minutes than "Friends," "Gilmore Girls" or "Grey's Anatomy." Bluey's character even appeared at last year's Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.
Australian police said they were informed in July about the theft of 63,000 unreleased commemorative Bluey coins produced by the Royal Australian Mint. A police investigation led to the recovery of 189 coins last month and the arrest of a 47-year-old man on Wednesday.

Some of the seized commemorative "Bluey" coins. (New South Wales Police/AFP/Getty Images)


The police investigation unit was named "Strike Force Bandit," in what appears to be a nod to the show. (Bluey's father is called Bandit.)
"The majority of the coins remain outstanding," Detective Superintendent Joseph Doueihi told reporters at a news conference. "... We believe the coins are in general circulation."
The suspect was an employee at the warehouse, the police statement said, adding that the thief may have "sold the coins online hours after he stole them. They are now being sold online for ten times their face value."
Doueihi told reporters that the theft "deprived a lot of young children and members of the community from having access to these coins, so we're doing our absolute best to try to recover these coins and put them back into circulation," Reuters reported.

A man in Sydney was charged with stealing and selling a series of unreleased limited-edition "Bluey" coins worth $393,000.


The commemorative coins were first announced by the Royal Australian Mint in June and are legal tender.
"Everyone's favourite blue heeler, Bluey, is about to feature on her own set of Dollarbucks coins," the mint said in a statement titled "Bluey coins -- for real life." Dollarbucks is a term Bluey, her 4-year-old sister Bingo, and their friends use to describe money, while "for real life" is another frequently used phrase on the show.
"These colourful coins encapsulate the playful essence of the beloved TV series and are perfect for collectors and fans alike," the mint added.
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Work Advice: How can I persuade my boss to keep my friend on staff?
My unpredictable boss wants to acquire property where my friend is the live-in caretaker. How can I advocate for my friend so she doesn't lose her job and home?
By Karla Miller | 2024-08-08

(iStock)


Reader: I work at a small nonprofit (fewer than 10 employees), directly under the executive director. For the last year, she has been looking to buy property for the organization to support our conservation and education goals, and also create some extra revenue streams.
Meanwhile, a dear friend recently moved back to the area after a breakup and bankruptcy. She is the on-site caretaker of a large property with a rental lodge for hosting events. She lives rent-free on the property and earns a stipend for her work. She is in a fragile position, but finding some joy in her new place.
The last time I was visiting her, my friend told me her boss had just put the property on the market. With her blessing, I told my boss, who is now interested in purchasing the property (and, I assume, the business).
Now that things are in motion, I'm suddenly sick with worry. My boss has a reputation for being intemperate. She has let go multiple staff members for reasons I found specious; she seems fond of making power play moves. My real worry is that after buying the property, my boss will can my friend, putting her out of both a job and a home. I know my boss could have found the property without me, and any new owner could upend my friend's situation, but I would be mortified to be part of turning her out.
Even if my friend keeps her job, I'd be her co-worker and possibly in a supervisory position over her. I'm dreading how this will affect my work/life boundaries.
What is the most professional and productive way to advocate for my friend with my boss?
Karla: First, cut yourself a break for enabling a connection that could help multiple people at once. If all goes well, your organization and your friend will both benefit, and you will have earned goodwill with your boss. If things fall apart, as you say, they will do so regardless of your involvement.
Second, you seem to be doing twice the fretting over two mutually exclusive outcomes: Either your friend will lose her job and home, or she will end up working with you. Try to halve your worry until you see which one happens.
In the meantime, step back and stay out of the way of what you have helped set in motion. From what you have said, nudging your boss to follow a particular plan of action is as likely to backfire as it is to succeed. She sounds like the kind of shot caller who isn't above breaking something that works fine, just so she can get credit for fixing it. Even if the sensible solution is screamingly obvious, she needs to believe it's her idea.
If that read of her is accurate, the best way for you to advocate for your friend is to stand by until the boss asks for your input. When or if she does, be prepared to argue from a strategic business perspective, not a sympathetic personal one. Focus on the convenience and cost effectiveness of having an on-site caretaker who needs little onboarding. Research what the cost would be if you decided to hire a new property manager; my guess is that few candidates with their own rent or mortgages can afford to accept the stipend your friend earns, so you'll either need to pay a lot more, or keep the free room as part of the package. If your friend is good at her work -- something the property's former owner could confirm independently for your boss -- that should anchor the scales firmly in her favor.
In the meantime, providing a little advance intel on your boss's personality, values and preferences and the approaches that work best with her could be invaluable in helping your friend make her own case for staying on. Just be sure she understands the decision is entirely in your mercurial boss's hands, and that while you are completely on Team Friend, you visibly advocating or intervening could work against her interests.
Now let's address the alternative outcome that is stressing you out: Your boss keeps your friend on indefinitely, possibly under your management. Dear friends don't always make the best work pairings, and putting one in charge of the other can strain the friendship if either of you takes it too seriously -- or not seriously enough. And I have to wonder if some of your anxiety over this otherwise ideal outcome might be due to worries that you will be on the hook for your friend's performance and her continued livelihood. If she struggles, will she depend on you to indulge or cover for her? As her personal friend, are you privately aware of traits and habits that might make working with her a challenge?
If so, that's all the more reason you should avoid making yourself too central in helping set your friend up for success. Keeping her job and her home is the ideal outcome for her -- but your most important role may be as a friend who can help support her emotionally through whatever lies ahead.
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Americans tapped $8 billion in tax credits on home energy upgrades 
Far more taxpayers than projected claimed the Inflation Reduction Act incentives on solar panels, heat pumps and other climate-friendly projects, data shows.
By Julie Weil | 2024-08-07

Brian Hoeppner, right, and Nicholas Hartnett, owner of Pure Power Solar, install a solar panel on a Frankfort, Ky., home in July 2023. (Michael Conroy/AP)


American taxpayers claimed more than $8 billion in credits on their 2023 returns -- more than twice government projections -- for making climate-friendly upgrades to their homes under the Inflation Reduction Act, the Treasury Department reported Wednesday.
The 2022 law dedicated roughly $370 billion to curbing harmful emissions and promoting green technology, as well as investments in health care and other components of President Joe Biden's economic agenda. It also included an array of tax credits and rebates for energy-efficient residential improvements. The nonpartisan congressional Joint Committee on Taxation estimated the first-year costs of those incentives at $2.4 billion. In the next two years, it estimated that people would claim more than $4 billion per year in credits.
Instead, data shows, more than 3 million households claimed $6 billion in credits for solar panel installation and related projects, as well as $2 billion for other home improvements such as new windows and air-conditioning systems.
"The reality is, the American people want to adopt solar panels, heat pumps and electric vehicles, and the federal Inflation Reduction Act is helping them do it," said Leah Stokes, a political scientist at the University of California at Santa Barbara who advocated the inclusion of the climate credits in the law.
Other credits in the Inflation Reduction Act, such as those made available to buyers of electric vehicles and certain companies, have also proved much more popular than anticipated.
The average household that installed solar panels or made related improvements, such as buying batteries for solar energy storage, claimed just over $5,000 in tax credits; these incentives were capped at 30 percent of the project's cost. A separate credit provides a smaller tax break for such upgrades as energy-efficient windows or insulation.
During a call Tuesday with reporters, Biden administration officials emphasized the savings that consumers would realize by switching to more efficient power. The typical household saves more than $2,000 a year after installing solar panels and from $1,000 to $3,000 by switching from oil or propane heating to an electric heat pump, they said.
Based on conversations with companies that sell solar panels and other technologies, Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo said, he expected even more households to claim the credits this year, especially as more people become familiar with them. Though the credits existed before the Inflation Reduction Act, the law made them more generous and expanded access to credits that had already expired or were set to expire.
In most states, 2 to 3 percent of individual and family taxpayers claimed a tax credit for at least one form of climate-friendly home improvement in 2023. The rate was 4 percent in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont -- places where heat pumps have become a popular alternative to costly fuel oil, aided by the states' own generous rebates and credits for buyers. Oklahoma and West Virginia were the only states with rates below 2 percent.
Though nearly half the households that claimed the credits reported annual income below $100,000, the credit uptake was more common higher up the income scale. More than 1 in every 20 households in income brackets higher than $100,000 claimed the credit, despite the fact that some of the credits limited eligibility for higher-income households.
"The focus of our outreach has been around Americans who have to deal with the cost of energy," Adeyemo said. "We're going to continue to focus our outreach efforts on middle-class and working-class Americans, with the hope that all eligible Americans will take advantage of these tax credits."
For climate experts, a major question is whether the tax credits are spurring people to make purchases they wouldn't otherwise make.
"To understand the effectiveness of something like that, you have to have a good idea of what a counterfactual might be. Some people who are going to take these tax credits would have perhaps made these investments anyway," said Karen Palmer, an environmental economics expert at Resources for the Future. "It's especially difficult the very first time we have numbers here to make inferences about what the IRA has done."
She noted, for example, that the lower number of people buying heat pumps compared with other technologies might not be a reflection of the effectiveness of the tax credit alone -- some people who want to buy heat pumps are on a waiting list because of supply chain issues or a lack of trained and qualified professionals to install them.
The Clean Investment Monitor, which has been tracking spending on climate technology for years, published a report Wednesday that showed spending on heat pumps, solar panels and batteries has remained relatively flat in recent years, while consumer purchases of electric vehicles have soared.
"Certainly the hope of the administration and Democrats in Congress at the time of the IRA's passage was that this would really significantly affect the pace of heat pump installation," said the report's leader, Michael Delgado. "The total number of heat pump installations have been pretty flat, but that's been against the overall decline in total HVAC installations and home renovations generally. They have been gaining market share."
A host of factors, not just the tax credits, might be contributing. Stokes pointed out that Congress probably underestimated how many people would claim credits because lawmakers didn't know that several states and cities would pass their own climate rebate programs, making it even more appealing for people in some localities to install heat pumps. Adeyemo said he hoped further public education would encourage more people to buy heat pumps.
"There's been so much going on in the market at the same time," Delgado said. "When you're talking about solar or electric vehicles or batteries, the cost of the technology has been declining so much over the past couple years. Really teasing apart [the effect of the tax credits] is challenging."
Sara Baldwin, who leads research on decarbonization at Energy Innovation, pointed out that earlier tax credits show a history of directly spurring people to make climate-friendly purchases. "We've seen a yo-yo up and down in the past suggesting that these tax credits do have a stimulating effect on the market and encouraging more uptake and adoption than would otherwise happen in their absence. I think that's especially true for individual homeowners, residential customers," she said.
She also predicted that increased purchases of new technologies will have good ripple effects beyond just the buyers' households.
"As we see growth of technologies, whether you're talking about heat pumps or electric vehicles, the initial adopters always drive economies of scale, which helps reduce the cost for future adopters," Baldwin said. "You have better workforce that knows how to install them and build them. ... All of the costs start to come down gradually."
Jeff Stein contributed to this report.
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This $17 rose with notes of watermelon is a refreshing summer sipper
A French rose, and an Italian pinot grigio and a red blend are this week's wine picks.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-08-08

FROM LEFT: Cap au Large Rose 2023; Elena Walch Pinot Grigio 2023; Cantine Crosio Rosso Canavese 2022. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Three wines ideal for summer -- a zesty rose from southern France, a racy pinot grigio and a tart red blend from northern Italy -- highlight our wine recommendations this week.
IGP Mediterranee, France, $17
This combination of grenache, syrah, ugni blanc, merlot, caladoc, cinsault, cabernet sauvignon and carignan isn't a traditional southern France blend (especially with that cabernet). In fact, it reads as though the winemakers blended leftover juice from other wines to make something salable. But it works! This is a delicious rose, on the watermelon side of the fruit spectrum. Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. Bottle Weight: 430 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Alto Adige, Italy, $18
Racy and vibrant, this pinot grigio shows the value of high-altitude winegrowing. Flavors of Asian pear, sage and white pepper make this wine an ideal partner for seafood or lighter meat dishes. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 390 grams (Light).
Imported by Walch USA. Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage Group.
Piemonte, Italy, $26
Roberto Crosio's vineyards are nestled in the Alps, in the northern reaches of Piemonte. He makes a white from erbaluce, redolent of wild herbs and stone fruit. This rosso is "crunchy" with tart acidity over bright cherry and plum fruit flavors. The wild boar on the label suggests pure fun. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 375 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Artisans & Vines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Homemade cream soda lets vanilla beans take the spotlight
Using real vanilla beans in homemade cream soda will result in a drink that's anything but plain or boring.
By Allison Robicelli | 2024-08-08

Cream Soda. See recipe link below. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If the only thing soda was good for was being a sugar delivery system, we wouldn't have so many types of it, nor would we have such strong allegiances to particular brands. Sure, the bottled stuff might be a mess of artificial flavorings and high-fructose corn syrup, but homemade soda is a different beast altogether.
Its brilliance is in its simplicity; at its core, it's just sweetened carbonated water -- a bubbly infrastructure supporting singular flavors. And what flavor is more deserving of that treatment than vanilla?
Cream soda is vanilla soda, though it contains no cream, and most don't contain any actual vanilla. This is understandable, because the real stuff is so rare that all the vanilla farmers in the world can barely put a dent in the demand. In fact, less than 1 percent of all vanilla flavoring comes from actual vanilla beans -- a fact that's not remotely shocking once you learn all it takes to bring a single pod into this crazy world.
Get the recipe: Cream Soda
It all begins with orchids, which are well known for being so fussy you almost wonder why gardeners put up with any of their nonsense at all. I, personally, have killed plants just by looking at them the wrong way, and yet centuries ago, the indigenous peoples of Mesoamerica realized there was something ethereally special about this finicky flowering vine. When the Europeans arrived, they attempted to bring the plant back home to cultivate alongside tomatoes, peppers, potatoes and all the other New World crops that would in time come to define the Old World cuisine.
Alas, vanilla refused to cooperate, wilting and dying with every attempt. Still, the aroma and flavor were so intoxicating, the Europeans never gave up hope -- and never stopped trying. It took almost three centuries of failed attempts before an enslaved child on the French-colonized island of Bourbon (now Reunion) finally cracked the code.
Farmers had already figured out that vanilla vines refused to grow outside a zone located between 25 degrees north and south of the equator, and that it takes at least three years before they even consider producing flowers, which bloom for a single day, and then -- if all went well -- would spend several months gradually transforming into vanilla beans. But things never went well for the aspiring vanilla tamers, whose agricultural aspirations always ended up with defiant vines and dead flowers.

Making Cream Soda starts with making a vanilla-honey syrup. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


The problem was pollination. In keeping with its vexatious nature, the vanilla orchid's anatomy had evolved so that it could be pollinated in most areas only by bees of the Euglossini tribe  -- commonly known as orchid bees -- which can be found only in tropical forests from Mexico to Brazil. Then, in 1841, 12-year-old Edmond Albius discovered that it was possible to pollinate the flowers by hand with a tiny stick, which finally made it possible to grow vanilla beans in temperate zones around the world. And this is still how practically every single vanilla orchid in the world is pollinated -- from Madagascar to Tahiti and, yes, even Mexico. (While some New World vanilla is still pollinated by wild bees, deforestation and climate change are threatening the survival of the species.)
Albius's discovery made commercial vanilla cultivation possible -- but it didn't make it easy. Orchids are fragile, so hand pollination must be done delicately but also as quickly as possible. Though the flowers bloom for up to 24 hours, they're fully open to the possibility of pollination only for those first six hours. Miss that window, and you've got a whole year to work on your tiny stick skills before you get another shot.
If the humidity, temperatures, rainfall and host of other agricultural variables choose to cooperate, all that tedious labor should result in a crop of vanilla beans in six to 10 months. Once ready for harvest, each bean is gently plucked by hand, as vanilla's signature fragility makes any sort of mechanical harvesting impossible. The beans then spend several weeks drying beneath the hot sun during the day and "sweating" under a layer of blankets at night. Finally, after several years of hot, sweaty, manual labor, the vanilla makes it to market, where its name has become a synonym for "plain" and "boring." Honestly, between that and the bees, part of me wonders if we even deserve vanilla.
Because of the (deserved) scarcity, the majority of the world's vanilla flavor comes not from beans, but from either chemically synthesized petroleum or natural sources such as wood pulp, straw or tar. But even though it's possible to extract vanillin molecules from non-vanilla sources, it's not possible to match the full magic of the actual vanilla bean, which contains more than 250 other flavor compounds the petrochemical industry can't deliver.
When something is this precious, it practically feels like sacrilege to bury it under any other ingredients, which is what makes homemade cream soda so enticing. With little in the way of distraction besides sugar and the barest touch of honey, vanilla gets to be the prima donna it was always destined -- and deserves -- to be.
Get the recipe: Cream Soda
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This crunchy halloumi salad with tahini dressing hits all the right notes
Seared halloumi cheese, a crunchy nut-and-seed topping and creamy tahini vinaigrette make this salad worth revisiting.
By Matt Brooks | 2024-08-08

Halloumi Salad With Almond Crunch and Tahini Dressing. See recipe link below. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Have you ever fallen out of love with a favorite food because you ate it too frequently?
Many years ago, middle school Matt spent these kinds of sweltering summer afternoons at the pool with friends, swimming, playing and collecting quarters to cash in for treats at the snack bar. A Snickers ice cream bar was my go-to, with that irresistible combination of chocolate, caramel, crunchy peanuts and cool vanilla ice cream. It was pure decadence on the pool deck. But after about two months of enjoying one every few days, I couldn't bear to look at one.
This happened again in early 2023, this time with a salad.
Get the recipe: Halloumi Salad With Almond Crunch and Tahini Dressing

Caramelized clusters of slivered almonds and sesame seeds make up the salad's crunchy topping. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I'll admit I had never heard of Tatte until outposts of the Boston-based cafe started popping up all over the D.C. area a few years ago, but the prospect of a new, walkable-from-the-office takeout lunch option was worth checking out. And one menu item in particular caught my eye: the Crunchy Halloumi Salad.
It promised roasted carrots, radish and apples -- all things I enjoy -- but the siren call of squeaky halloumi cheese, creamy tahini vinaigrette and a crunchy, nutty topping was what got me. I ordered the salad, and it was delicious. It was sweet and salty, tart and earthy, chewy and crunchy, all at once. The next week, I picked up another. The next week, yet another.
Several years ago, Post Food and dining editor Joe Yonan featured a lentil soup recipe championed by a nurse who loved it so much that he ate it nearly every workday for 17 years. I could never do this. I've always craved variety in my day-to-day meals. But Tatte's halloumi salad was testing me.
About six weeks into my new routine, I found myself ordering the salad for the second time in three days. But as I scooped up my first forkful of greens, I realized I had hit my quota. The flavors and textures had suddenly lost their allure. The salad and I needed to take a break.
Last fall, more than six months after my last halloumi salad, a colleague suggested we head to Tatte for lunch. We did, and I ordered the salad. It was good, but not quite what I remembered. The carrot batons were too large and not tender enough. The halloumi planks required more cutting than an optimal desk lunch salad should. The dressing seemed a little thinner and less flavorful.
So, I decided to try to make my own version at home. I sliced the carrot and radishes into rounds for easier eating and cut the apple into thin slices. I crisped up bite-size cubes of halloumi in a cast-iron skillet. I waffled between apple cider vinegar and lemon juice for the acid in the tahini vinaigrette (both work great) and added a touch of honey for balance. And I caramelized toasted almonds and sesame seeds to make the nutty, crumbly topping. Then, I tossed all the components together and put it to the test.
"This is great!" my wife said as she dug into the bowl. "I could eat this every day."
By making this salad at home, you can vary the ingredients to keep things interesting. Swap out the carrots and radishes for sweet peppers and jicama. Use a peach or pear in place of the apple. The halloumi is a key ingredient, but you could save yourself a dirtied pan by using crumbled feta instead. And feel free to swap in your favorite vinaigrette.
However you choose to riff on this salad, I hope you enjoy it as much as I do -- every once in a while.
Get the recipe: Halloumi Salad With Almond Crunch and Tahini Dressing
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Ask Sahaj: I feel pressured by my family's hopes for my future partner
A trans man feels he owes it to his accepting family to find a partner they approve for him.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-08-08

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I'm a rare bird -- I have one Indian parent and one White parent, and I'm also a trans guy who transitioned in youth. By tremendously good luck, many of my family members both in the U.S. and India are supportive of my male life. I'm of "marriage age" now, and my family members are asking and suggesting I try to marry an Indian woman. This greatly surprised me.
I do not appear Indian and am rarely recognized as such by other Indians. Adding in the fact that I am trans, I don't find it highly likely that I will marry an American-born Desi. (I'm not sure I would ever look within recent immigrants as I am quite American.) It wouldn't be impossible, but I haven't pursued that in the past because I believed it was unlikely.
I find these comments challenging. My family wants what they think is best for me and are showing me they consider me a valued and accepted family member ("one of their own"), but I also feel pressured and guilty. I feel guilty for having such an unusually accepting and supportive family, and that I won't be able to live up to their hopes for me. I feel pressured because I am worried that if I marry a non-Indian, I will be seen as a less valued part of the family, and family ties will weaken. I am looking for help in dealing with these comments.
-- Very Lucky Guy
Very Lucky Guy: I am so glad that your family has been supportive of your transition in your youth. With that said, it sounds like you are navigating the pressure of most Indian American kids -- regardless of gender or sexual identity.
It's not uncommon to feel like your partner choice may be different from what your parents or family wants for you. There are many things you can say in response to this pressure. You may choose to name the pressure you feel with something like, "I feel pressured when you make comments like that, and I would like some time to figure it out for myself." Or you may broach the possibility of doing something different and gauge how that may be received by saying something like, "It's possible that I won't marry someone Indian. Is that something you'd support me in?" If you are comfortable with particular family members, you might be even more direct and say something like, "I am not sure I can see myself with an Indian partner. I'm still figuring it out, and I hope that you can respect this right now." All of these can help you initiate a productive conversation with your family. But keep in mind, it may require having many conversations, not just this one.
On top of these comments, I'm hearing that your guilt is hard to manage and tolerate. Your gratitude for your family's acceptance may be compounding your feelings of guilt. It almost sounds like you feel like you owe them for being supportive of your transition. I wrote extensively about learning to regulate guilt in a previous piece. Feeling guilt does not mean you are necessarily doing something wrong. And even more, disappointing your family does not mean you are of "less value" as you fear. As a biracial person, it's not uncommon to feel disloyal for choosing to maintain one racial or cultural identity over the other. Seek out a professional or find a support group (or an online Facebook group) to discuss this experience with others.
While it's okay for you to want something different from what your family wants for you, continue to reflect on what you want in a partner and what you may fear in choosing the wrong partner. You say it's not "highly likely" that you would marry an American-born Desi or an immigrant -- what do you mean by that? I'd be careful about painting broad strokes across an entire community. Instead, reflect on if there's something activating for you when you think about this population or what specific concerns you have.
Ultimately, you want to get clarity on your fears, needs, concerns and feelings to understand yourself better, and subsequently to be able to communicate these to your family. This will only strengthen your sense of self, and allow you to make a partner choice that you can be proud of when the time comes.
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Dogs can smell human stress, and it bums them out, study shows
A new study found that even a stranger's stress odor can effect a dog's emotional state.
By Sydney Page | 2024-08-08

Freddie, a study participant, sits next to a jar containing an odor sample. (University of Bristol)


In recent years, a growing body of research has affirmed that dogs can smell when humans are stressed. A new study shows how it affects them.
As many dog owners can attest, our stress is contagious.
"Dogs can pick up on our stress, and we wondered what effect that had on the dogs," said Zoe Parr-Cortes, lead author of the study, which was released late last month.
Parr-Cortes -- a veterinarian and PhD student at Bristol Veterinary School in Langford, England -- ran a series of trials with 18 dogs. She started by teaching the pups that a bowl placed in one location contained food, and when it was placed in another spot, it did not.
"You repeat that over and over until they know that one side is food and one side is never food," said Parr-Cortes.
Once they know this, they run faster toward the bowl with the food vs. the one without. Then, Parr-Cortes measured how quickly each dog would approach a bowl placed somewhere between the two spots.
"Those are the locations where there's no previous association with a reward," Parr-Cortes explained. "You're now asking them: How optimistic are you that there's going to be a food reward in there?"

Freddie approaches a bowl placed at one of the in-between locations to see if there is food inside. (University of Bristol)


If a dog ran quickly toward the in-between bowl, it signaled to researchers that the dog was optimistic or in a positive emotional state. If the dog approached the bowl gingerly, it indicated pessimism.
"We first ran that without any [stress] odor, so we had a baseline measure about how optimistic they are about an unknown bowl," said Parr-Cortes. "Then we did it again introducing the stress odor."
To collect the stress odor, researchers used sweat and breath samples from humans who had experienced a stressful situation, such as a timed math test or a public speech. They also collected odor samples after a relaxed situation, like listening to tranquil sounds or watching a peaceful video. Before each situation, participants attached two cotton cloths to their underarms using micropore tape. Afterward, participants also exhaled a full breath onto each piece of cloth before sealing them in separate specimen bags.
Researchers used samples from three volunteers, all of whom were strangers to the dogs  in the study. They brought the samples to the dogs, allowing them to sniff them before conducting the trial again. Dogs' sense of smell is at least 1,000 times stronger than humans', so they could detect the scent very quickly.
"We were able to see how the odor affected how optimistic or pessimistic they were about receiving the treat in the unknown location," said Parr-Cortes. "And what we found is that dogs were slow to approach the bowl that was uncertain when the stress smell was present."
"It suggested more of the glass-half-empty mentality with that odor, and we didn't see that effect with the relaxed smell," she said, noting that the majority of the dogs moved slower toward the bowl in an in-between location after being exposed to the stress odor. "Similar tests are used in humans and other animals to measure emotional state, optimism and pessimism."

Freddie checks for a treat. (University of Bristol)


The findings were especially interesting, Parr-Cortes said, because the canines involved in the trial did not know the humans who emitted the stress smells.
"This wasn't the smell of someone they knew that was stressed. It was someone they had never met before," she said. "It implies there's a common stress smell that people have."
It also demonstrates that dogs are able to sense emotions even of people who are not their owners.
"It seems to indicate that they can detect the smell of stress in people generally, and they don't have to have a prior association with that person being stressed," said Parr-Cortes.
Other canine experts said they were intrigued by the study.
"I am very impressed by the work; both the originality of it and the sheer amount of effort that went into it," said Clive Wynne, the director of the Canine Science Collaboratory at Arizona State University. "I personally find it remarkable how easily dogs are affected by human emotions."
Wynne said that while the study's findings are interesting, further research is required to draw a more definitive conclusion.
"The science of understanding dog emotions is very much in its infancy," he said. "I think it's enormously important, because hundreds of millions of us live with hundreds of millions of dogs in close proximity. ... If we can improve and build on how people and dogs understand each other, that will help us."
Emily Bray, an assistant professor of human-animal interaction in the College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Arizona, said the results help to decode "all these pieces to the puzzle of communication." Neither she nor Wynne was involved in the study.
"Canine cognition research in general is so important because the more we understand how they're perceiving things, the more we can set them up for success," she said.
While the study focused on smell, "it would be interesting to see how other types of cues play in," said Bray, pointing to body language and tone of voice.
Parr-Cortes acknowledged that the study used a small sample and said she hopes to expand on it in future research.
"We would like to do it with more dogs and different odors," she said.
Still, she said that the study "drives home how important it is to be aware of your emotional state when you're working with dogs."
"When you're stressed, don't expect your dog to be unaffected by it," she added. "Doing something relaxing before training your dog might reduce any stress."
In future research, Parr-Cortes hopes to study how other human emotions -- such as happiness -- impact dogs' behavior, too. She suspects she will see a similar correlation.
"It's amazing how in tune dogs are with our emotions and how close we've become as species," Parr-Cortes said.
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Sponge vs. dishcloth: Which one is grosser?
Both can be breeding grounds for bacteria, but proper cleaning can mitigate the risks.
By Stacey  Colino | 2024-08-08
People love to debate cleaning questions: Do you need to rinse dishes before putting them in the dishwasher? Can you use soap on a cast-iron skillet? Yes or no to fabric softeners? And, perhaps the most pressing, in terms of actual germs: Is it better to clean dishes and kitchen surfaces with a sponge or a dishcloth? The short answer is that each has its pros and cons -- and both can get nasty pretty quickly.
"They're both just as bad because they hold moisture," says Charles Gerba, a professor of microbiology at the University of Arizona. "Basically, a sponge or a dishrag is a happy home for bacteria." In fact, research by Gerba and his colleagues has found that both can harbor E. coli, salmonella, campylobacter and other bacteria that can make people sick or cause skin infections. And if the same sponge or cloth is used throughout the kitchen, it can spread these germs between surfaces.
"Bacteria will grow on anything warm and moist," says Kristin DiNicolantonio, senior director of stakeholder communications at the American Cleaning Institute in D.C. "Choosing between dishcloths and sponges is really a matter of personal preference."
Here's a closer look at how they stack up.
"Cellulose sponges are inexpensive, provide good absorbency and last through tough chores," DiNicolantonio says. These are great for washing dishes and cleaning counters and stovetops.
Polyurethane sponges are stronger than cellulose sponges, making them good for scrubbing food off pots and pans. Also, "they dry out better because they hold less water," Gerba says.
Abrasive sponges can be plastic or a combination of cellulose and a thinner, abrasive scrubbing side. "These sponges are a great tool for removing baked-on food on pots and pans," DiNicolantonio says.
Natural sea sponges "grow on the ocean floor and are typically biodegradable," DiNicolantonio says. "They're good for washing dishes and soaking up spills."
Dishcloths, on the other hand, are typically made from cotton or microfiber and work on both dishes and countertops. Swedish dishcloths are particularly popular at the moment. These soft, super-absorbent combinations of sponge and cloth (often called sponge cloths or Skoy cloths) are biodegradable. "It's like a cross between a sponge and a paper towel," says Leslie Reichert, a green-cleaning expert in the Boston area and the author of "The Joy of Green Cleaning." "They dry super-fast so bacteria doesn't have time to grow in them."
Some experts recommend having separate sponges or dishcloths for different areas: one for dishes and cookware, for example, another for the kitchen sink, another for countertops. "If you have a separate set for each area of the kitchen, you won't be cross-contaminating," says Tonya Harris, a toxins expert in the Chicago area and the author of "The Slightly Greener Method."
Don't use sponges or dishcloths to wipe up raw eggs or the juice from meat, poultry or seafood. Instead, "use a paper towel and a disinfectant and throw it away," Reichert says. The same goes for when you're cleaning produce drawers in the fridge, Gerba says. Use paper towels so you don't contaminate them. And "don't use a sponge on a cutting board -- if you do, you're just contaminating it," he adds.
As far as cleaning goes, dishcloths are more straightforward: "Throw them in the washing machine on the hottest cycle to kill bacteria, every three or four days," Gerba says. Then, place them in a hot dryer.
To keep sponges clean, you can wash them in the dishwasher with a drying cycle each time you run it for dishes. Then "store the sponge in a dry area so it can dry out completely," Harris says.
If you don't have a dishwasher, you can wet the sponge, then microwave it on high for 30 to 60 seconds. "The microwave heats the water inside the sponge and brings it to a boiling point, which kills the bacteria inside," Reichert says. This is especially beneficial, given that sponges have so many nooks and crannies where bacteria can nest. After zapping the sponge, be sure to let it cool before you take it out, to avoid burning your hands.
Another option is to mix a solution of one quart of water and three tablespoons of bleach, then soak the sponge for five minutes and let it air-dry, DiNicolantonio says. "Be sure to wash your hands when you're done" to protect your skin, she adds. "If you're really diligent, you can clean your sponge in a bleach-water solution as often as daily to keep it clean."
How long you can continue to use a sponge or dishcloth depends partly on how often and roughly you use them and how frequently you clean them. By keeping them clean, you'll extend their life span.
In general, it's best to replace your sponges every two to three weeks, DiNicolantonio says. Do it sooner if they start to break down, crumble or fall apart. And "the minute it smells weird, throw it away," Reichert says.
Similarly, once a dishcloth starts to get frayed or thinner, it's no longer doing its job, Harris says. That means it's time to toss it and put a new one into circulation.
In terms of the environmental impact of using sponges vs. dishrags, there are trade-offs: While dishcloths can be washed regularly and reused, eventually the fabric will get damaged from being used and washed and the cloths will need to be thrown away. As far as sponges go, they may not last as long as dishcloths do, but cellulose sponges, natural sea sponges and others made from plant fibers are biodegradable and can be composted. Which means that if you use these and dispose of them in an environmentally conscious way, you're not creating waste.
"Both sponges and dishcloths probably need to be replaced more often than you think," Harris says. When in doubt, err on the side of caution. This is an instance where it's a mistake to let frugality get in the way of kitchen cleanliness or your health.
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Asking Eric: Can I give my friends money without hurting their pride?
A letter writer wants to offer friends money but fears "offending their pride."
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-08-08
Dear Eric: I grew up in a degree of poverty. Most of my friends have done "okay" financially.
All of us but one is now retired and she is hoping to retire soon at age 73. She's continued to work as she's worried about not having sufficient funds during retirement. The other two have to pinch pennies a bit and many decisions are made based upon cost.
I made different choices than the others and have been fortunate financially. As a result, I'm significantly better off than the others and have excess income and assets.
I'd like to make their lives easier by helping them out financially. Even $10,000 would allow the still-working one to pay off her car loan and thereby retire with a higher level of security and allow another to reduce her mortgage. I've been trying to figure out a way to help them without offending their pride and making them feel the financial chasm between us. I've been unable to come up with a winning method.
Do you have any suggestions, or should I just let each of them figure out things on their own?
-- Wanting to Be Generous
Generous: First of all, would you like to be my friend, as well? My pride can certainly withstand a $10,000 gift.
Your friends' pride can, too. They've already shared enough of their financial realities with you that you're aware of some of the worries and the needs. This indicates that they see you as someone safe and trustworthy. And they already know that you are in a more secure financial position. Speaking to the reality of the financial chasm isn't going to make it any more real.
So, ask them directly. "I would like to pay off your car loan; would you allow me to do that?" Or "Is there an amount of money that would make your life easier? I don't want to offend you, but I want to show you love as a friend."
Often, we avoid discussing money with friends out of politeness or pride. But the truths of our financial situations still impact every part of our friendships, from what we can do socially to how safe we feel in the world. Acknowledging reality and possibility with your friends may be awkward at first, but it can make everything else easier.
Dear Eric: My daughter recently gave birth in California to her second child one month earlier than expected. We have a good relationship and get along very well.
She notified me via text that she was in labor and on the way to the hospital. In that same text, she informed me that her mother-in-law was flying out to California that same day from New York. I also live in New York and was not asked if I could come out the day she went into labor. I am guessing that my son-in-law contacted his mother first.
My husband and I had previously made plans to go out to California two weeks before my daughter's due date, as per her request. We never expected the baby to come a month early. I am very hurt that the mother-in-law was notified instead of me. Several friends seemed surprised and said, "She is out there, not you?"
I have not asked my daughter about this because I do not want to upset her since she is overly emotional right now with possible postpartum depression. My immediate family thinks I am being overly sensitive.
-- Slighted Mother
Mother: You're talking about a matter of minutes between texts, if that. I feel like I'm staring at a conspiracy board covered in screenshots of text messages and flight maps. But what I don't see -- respectfully -- is a slight.
Here's my theory: Your daughter went into labor unexpectedly; this is surprising, scary even. Her husband texted his mother. Maybe he's dashing down the hall for the go bag while he does it. Maybe there's chaos. Meanwhile, your daughter is trying to do a lot of things at once, including texting you and being in labor. His mother wrote back that she was going to come. Your daughter gave you this information so that you wouldn't feel slighted or surprised to find out that -- hours later -- the mother-in-law was taxiing up to the gate.
You were perfectly capable of booking a same-day flight at that moment. It's fine that you didn't, but stop placing the blame on your daughter. Let go of the hurt you've been nursing. Now. Your daughter needs you. She has two children and is experiencing postpartum depression. This is not the moment to be caught up in one-upmanship with an in-law.
You'll regret it if your feelings about these texts get in the way of offering her love, support, and understanding as she navigates this emotionally complicated time.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: How to get over the hurt of a mom who never wants to get in touch?
Mom chooses TV over spending time with this letter writer, who understands she won't change but struggles to get past the hurt.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-08-08

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Carolyn Hax is away. The following first appeared June 11, 2010, and has been lightly edited.
Dear Carolyn: I appreciate your guiding principle, that none of us can make others do anything they don't want to do. I'm in that situation now. I know there's nothing I can do to make my mother call me more, email more, text every now and again. I have accepted that any requests just make her defensive.
What I need help with now is getting over my hurt, that in the competition between TV shows and calling me to catch up, chat, what have you, TV wins. I'm a nice person, with good friends, a loving and fantastic husband, and my family is distant from me. (Dad never calls at all, but that's a separate issue.)
-- Anywhere
Anywhere: I appreciate your appreciation, but at the risk of sounding ungracious: It's guiding principles, plural.
Accepting that you can't control others' behavior is an avenue to frustration and hurt feelings unless you pair it with a companion principle: You can't project your way of thinking onto others.
You've projected your mother's non-communication into a conscious choice, a moment where she thinks: "Hmm, should I watch TV, or call my kid? Ha ha, just kidding, hand me that remote."
Maybe you're mindful that way, and before you grab the remote, you weigh other options, better choices, even boxes you feel duty-bound to check. Maybe you don't even get to the point of conscious thought, and feel an impulse toward personal connections vs. passive media consumption the moment the pressure of daily obligations is off.
Not everyone is wired to do these things. For every extrovert who thrives on connections, there's an introvert looking to withdraw, shut down, regroup. These end-of-day readers/watchers/putterers don't necessarily love their friends and families less; they just don't reach for the phone the way their more outgoing brethren do.
And that's just the most obvious bit of line-drawing. There's also chemistry, the way two personalities mix -- and that, too, is more wiring than conscious choice. From parent to child, sib to sib, grandparent to grandchild, and so on, there are going to be connections that root instantly and grow like weeds, and there are going to be some that languish without meticulous care and feeding. If your connection to Mom is the latter, then you're blaming her, and yourself, for something beyond you both.
Who knows -- maybe generations of your mother's family have been hands-off with each other, and that's her comfort zone?
You'd like her to try harder, fair enough. But maybe she'd like you to accept her as she is. Isn't that fair, too?
Your alienation from Mom is worth exploring as long as it doesn't consume you. Understanding her terms may help you feel better about them, but it's not necessary to accepting them.
Besides, the more productive line of inquiry will be into your own mind -- to see why, as a well-established adult, you're still agitating on the maternal hand you were dealt.
Not everything people do is a personal reflection on you. Take away the element of personal rejection and what you have are some concrete choices: Keep pressuring Mom for something she'll never give; detach from her completely; or make do with the access to her that's available (i.e., you call her when you feel like it). Which one sounds right to you?
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Miss Manners: Social media death announcements feel impersonal
A letter writer told their husband's family they should've notified him personally about the death of a close relative.



By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-08-08
Dear Miss Manners: My husband's close relative died. We found out by chance because an announcement appeared on our social media feeds. We did not receive a private message, a text or a phone call. We don't use social media very often; if we hadn't seen the announcement, we wouldn't have known.
My husband's relative loved him very much, and I thought it was insensitive for the family not to notify him personally. After the wake, which was also online, I messaged them privately and said so. They responded that I was rude and selfish. They said that they, the (more) bereaved party who organized the funeral and wake, were entitled to manage it in a way that made their grief easier to bear. Then they blocked me on social media, which is fine with me.
It's my feeling that when someone dies, there is no "easy." There's only politeness, and the polite thing to do is to inform people personally that someone they care about has died. That shows consideration for those who will mourn the loss of the deceased, and gives them a chance to show respect and support for the bereaved.
Social media announcements that close relatives may see by chance are not polite, in my view. I'll concede that I probably shouldn't have mentioned it, especially since they're my in-laws, but isn't it fundamentally rude not to inform family members directly (by email, text or phone) that someone has died?
One is likely to stumble when claiming the moral high ground too soon after committing the almost unpardonably rude act of scolding the chief mourners for their handling of the death announcements.
But yes, a personal call would have been preferable -- which Miss Manners would certainly not have said about a text, and likely not about an email.
Dear Miss Manners: I admit to messing up my financial life, and therefore it will be at least three or four years before I am eligible to even apply for credit. This is my responsibility to bear; I blame no one else.
I also understand that retail employees are under pressure to offer their store's credit card to customers, and do their best to have the customer fill out an application right there, often in front of other customers. I have known of employees being disciplined if they do not succeed at this secondary sale (separate from the merchandise). Such punishment may mean their hours are drastically cut or that they are placed on undesirable shifts.
I have no desire to cause the employee unhappiness, loss of wages or even the loss of their job, but I have to protect my own financials. One of the ways I can repair my credit is by not applying for any cards for the foreseeable future. How do I politely say "no" without humiliating myself or getting the employee in trouble?
By remembering that one may refuse a new credit card for reasons other than bad credit. Who knows? Perhaps you have so many credit cards that it would simply be a burden to keep track of yet another.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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An 'empty' Paris restaurant turned away Serena Williams. Here's why it happens.
Serena Williams was turned away from a Paris restaurant with empty tables. Restaurant experts explain why vacant seats aren't always available.
By Emily Heil | 2024-08-07
Most of us don't have 23 Grand Slam titles to our names, but we finally do have something in common with Serena Williams. The tennis legend this week took to X to complain about being turned away from a restaurant that she described as "empty," an experience that many of us mere-mortal diners have encountered.
"Yikes," she wrote, tagging the Peninsula, a hotel in Paris, where Williams and her family had come for the Olympics. "I've been denied access to rooftop to eat in a empty restaurant of nicer places but never with my kids. Always a first."
The establishment replied with a note of regret. "Please accept our deepest apologies for the disappointment you encountered tonight," it wrote in response to her post. "Unfortunately, our rooftop bar was indeed fully booked and the only unoccupied tables you saw belonged to our gourmet restaurant, L'Oiseau Blanc, which was fully reserved."
Some people criticized Williams, who didn't have a reservation, for acting like an entitled celebrity, while others assumed that racism was behind the incident. Whatever actually went down, the high-profile episode seemed like a good opportunity to examine the increasingly fraught dance that often accompanies reservations and landing a table these days.
We spoke to several experts about why diners might encounter a restaurant that doesn't look full, but still might not be able to accommodate them -- and how to increase your chances of getting a table you want.
Gone are the days when you could casually stroll into a busy restaurant and expect to find a table without booking one ahead of time. Experts say restaurants are increasingly leaning on such apps as OpenTable, Tock and Resy to make sure their seats stay full. That's especially true at upscale restaurants, notes David Hopkins, president of hospitality consultancy the Fifteen Group.
Another trend he's seen is more places opting to require diners to use a credit card to reserve a table and charging a deposit for no-shows or late cancellations. "Tech is helping restaurants do more of that," he says. "And the busier ones in particular are taking advantage of it."

Serena Williams arrives in Paris on July 26 before the Opening Ceremonies of the Olympics. (Natacha Pisarenko/AP)


The biggest reason you might see empty tables but still be told there's no room for you is because the diners simply haven't arrived yet.
Dylan Falkenburg, a veteran of restaurant operations -- he worked for years managing properties for Jose Andres Restaurants and is now director of operations for FAM Hospitality Group -- described a recent experience he had in Austin, where he now lives. He was checking out the dining scene near the site of where he's helping to open a restaurant and encountered a spot that appeared to be only half-full. When he asked to be seated, though, he was told it would be an hour's wait. "I'm in the business, so I know what that means -- you're about to get rocked," he says, describing what happens when a bunch of diners show up at once. "But if you're not in the business, it can be extremely frustrating to see that and be told to wait."
Higher-end restaurants often expect diners to linger longer, starting with cocktails and ending with desserts and after-dinner drinks, Hopkins notes, and so they are likely to have fewer "turns," or number of times they will reseat a table. That can result in empty seats that are nevertheless spoken for. You're more likely to be seated at casual places, which often devote a smaller percentage of tables to reservation-only diners, with the idea that they can turn tables multiple times in a night with walk-in guests.
Experts say you still might be able to snag a seat at a booked-up eatery, if you promise not to linger. Hopkins advises asking cheerfully if they might accommodate you for a quick bite or drink, which might allow the restaurant to serve you and reset before the reservation holders are due to arrive. "My wife and I often do this," he says. "We just ask if they could squeeze us in." (And then, it goes without saying, it's only right to honor your promise and vacate when you said you would.)
Of course, being a VIP can help -- but not always. Some restaurants always hold tables back for VIPs or those with credit card concierge programs. But smaller places might not have that kind of capacity, or those seats might have already been filled. (And if you're in that elite class of celebrities, be prepared to go full "do you know who I am" -- some reports say the Parisian restaurant's staff simply didn't recognize Williams.)
In Paris, many restaurants don't book tables for more than one seating per evening, meaning tables are likely to sit empty but still be claimed, says Meg Zimbeck, the founder of Paris by Mouth, a food and wine tour service. If they do turn their tables, she says, they usually offer far longer seatings than American spots. And many of the city's best restaurants are small. "All of that really compresses the number of seats that are available. So you might walk into a restaurant, especially if it's earlier than most people eat here, and see lots of tables that might be reserved for later."
The French, Zimbeck notes, consider a 7 p.m. dinner an early-bird special. To get the dining experiences you want, she recommends snagging reservations online, being sure to note how far in advance a desired restaurant opens its tables for booking. And if your plans change or you want to eat earlier than Parisian restaurants open for service, she says, casual brasseries with "service continu" (all-day menus) are your best bet for reservation-free meals.
Another reason diners might see empty spaces in a dining room where they are told there's no room? Staffing shortages, Hopkins says. This was more common shortly after the pandemic shutdowns, when restaurants were severely understaffed, but it might still occasionally be the case. Sometimes, a restaurant might close off a section or simply seat fewer diners, knowing that the available staff wouldn't be able to handle full capacity.
"There's no point seating a table just because they have space if they're just going to disappoint you," he says. "I'd rather turn someone away politely to start with than have them walk away after a bad experience."
Falkenburg likened a restaurant managing its seating process to a game of Tetris, with staff trying to handle multiple moving parts and arrange them into some kind of order. On any given night, there might be multiple no-shows. Some tables might linger forever, while others might stay for only half the time the restaurant allotted. There might be tons of walk-in customers -- or few. The difficulty is compounded, he notes, because the staff handling it are often the youngest and least experienced.
"Just be nice to the people at the host stand. I've seen an 18-year-old in braces, and people in their 30s and 40s are cursing at them," he says. "They might not know how to juggle everything and try to make people happy."
And if you really feel the need to lose your temper, he suggests looking higher up on the food chain for a target: "Find a manager and yell at them," he says. "That's what they're there for."
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My chatty father-in-law ruins my peaceful mornings. Hax readers give advice.
A letter writer who counts on a peaceful morning routine struggles to accept chitchat with recently widowered father-in-law. 
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-08-07

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I have a stressful commute and a demanding job. In order to hit the ground running, I get ready 90 minutes before I need to leave. First, I walk our two dogs, then I enjoy my coffee and paper in peace. Or I used to. My mother-in-law died in March and my father-in-law came to live with us. He is 72, has many friends and is in good health but hates living alone. It's been an adjustment for all of us, but the one thing I can't deal with is him bugging me in the mornings.
He gets up when I do, joins me on the walk and for coffee, and chatters on for the entire time. I tried nicely asking for quiet; he agrees but then keeps thinking of things he *has* to tell me. Like the dogs are sniffing something or a car reminds him of one he used to have or a house we passed needs new siding, etc. He talks for most of the 90 minutes. Then, later he says that the quiet was nice, and I'm right that you don't need to be talking all the time. I tried getting up even earlier; he hears me and gets up too.
I've begged my husband to get up and entertain him, but he cannot get himself out of bed more than 10 minutes before he starts working (from home) after I leave. What used to be a time for me to recharge has become something I dread. I am not an introvert. I am happy to talk to my father-in-law when I get home and am unwinding, but he keeps crashing my mornings.
My husband and sister-in-law remind me that he's grieving, and I need to be kind. I agree, but why can't he be kind to me and give me my quiet time?
-- Peace Interrupted
Peace Interrupted: Oh, my. The problem isn't your father-in-law. The problem is your husband. You have gone above and beyond to take in your husband's father. Now it's time for your husband to step up and give you a break. He needs to get up to have the morning chats with his own father, while you get your alone time. His dad wants to join you on your walk? Your husband is right there, saying gently, "Hey, Dad, let's let my wife go have her solitude; you and I can take a walk together."
It's hard for me to believe that on some level, whether it's conscious or unconscious, you're not furious with your husband for leaving you in this position. Ask him to take over morning duty. Heck, ask him to take over almost all duties that have to do with his father except for the things you truly want to do. (And ignore the sister-in-law unless she's willing to take him in herself.) If your husband is truly unwilling to help you, please get marriage counseling because this feels like a dealbreaker to me.
-- Pass It Off
Peace Interrupted: I have young kids so this is colored by that, but when I'm faced with a pleasant, loving person who relentlessly follows me around, the only solution that reliably works is leaving the house. So change your morning routine, at least temporarily.
On certain, prearranged days, you walk in the neighborhood with your father-in-law. Embrace and expect the noise on those days. On other (regular or ad hoc) days you "have to go in early," and get some alone time elsewhere (even if actually quite close by). Ask your father-in-law, since he's up early like you, if he'd mind walking the dogs on those days.
Also, start voluntarily involving your father-in-law in your mundane times of day, so he feels included at times that don't feel as sacred to you. Take him with you to the shops, cook with him, etc. If he knows he's getting other time with you, he might be less relentless with the mornings.
-- Shifting
Peace Interrupted: I, too, treasure my quiet mornings. What you describe with your father-in-law sounds like a special kind of torture! I would try a direct conversation with him, maybe in the evening after a meal when everyone's in a good mood. Tell him you need alone time -- not just quiet time -- in the morning. Tell him it's nothing personal, and that you're so happy to have him there and to visit in the evenings, but that you need time to yourself to prepare for your day. If he insists that he can "be quiet," stand firm that it's really the time to yourself that's important.
If he still tries to join you after this conversation, then headphones are your friend! You don't need to have anything even playing in them, just smile and point to your ears when you see him and continue about your business. I would also ask your husband and sister-in-law to help find their dad other social outlets. Your approach sounds so kind and generous, don't let your husband and sister-in-law guilt you into giving up your precious moments of peace!
-- Talk
Peace Interrupted: Can you set a "roommates" meeting with dad and husband so all parties have a designated time to bring up requests, minor annoyances, plans impacting the household, etc.? Then you just ask for two or three (or five, if you need that) solo mornings per week -- nothing personal, you just need time to reflect and recharge independently and you realized you've been missing that.
This is only a big deal if you let your annoyance build to the point where it's making you like your father-in-law less; it's kinder not to let it get that far. If you're worried that this is critical companionship for him, maybe your husband agrees to drag himself out of bed early once or twice a week for a walk or breakfast with dad. Or he makes a point of eating lunch and taking a walk with dad while you're at work. Lots of things could work, but do something so that your husband's desire to sleep in doesn't mean you're always doing two daily shifts at meeting his dad's companionship needs to your husband's one.
-- Meeting
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Can I make a more healthful hotdish? 
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-08-07

Veggie Supreme White Bean Hotdish. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Are restaurants as fraught as depicted in 'The Bear'?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-08-07

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Halibut ceviche is a no-cook, effortlessly cool summer meal
Stay cool with this no-cook ceviche that requires very little chopping and prep.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-08-07

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


When I make ceviche, I imagine what it must feel like to be effortlessly stylish. You know the type -- the friend who goes to their room to change and comes out three minutes later looking enviably chic, like the heroine of a romantic comedy, with a perfectly half-tucked linen shirt and tousled hair.
I am not that person, but I can pull off something similar with food -- and ceviche is one of the surest ways to make it happen. There's no cooking involved and not much chopping needed, but you wind up with such a fresh and elegant dish that everyone wonders how you did it. As with fashion, it's the small, well-considered details that make all the difference.
First, the quality of the ingredients is key, particularly when it comes to the fish. In ceviche, the fish appears to cook as it marinates in the citrus juice because the acid denatures the proteins, turning the fish opaque and firm. But it's not actually cooked, so using sushi-grade fish and handling it carefully -- with clean hands and surfaces -- and refrigerating it promptly, is critical.
Get the recipe: Halibut Ceviche With Tomato and Avocado

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Here, I use halibut, but any firm white fish will work. A short marinade of 30 minutes yields fish that is firm-tender, but if you prefer it more "well done," marinate it for up to 2 hours. Any longer and the acidic juices can make the fish unpleasantly tough. Once you add the remaining ingredients, the citrus is diluted, but the ceviche is still best served right away.
In this recipe, the fish is first marinated in a mix of lemon and lime juices, then tossed with diced tomato, buttery chunks of avocado, red onion, cilantro and jalapeno. The jalapeno imparts a mild heat, so if you like things spicier, use serrano pepper instead.
And let's not forget those well-considered details: For best results use the juiciest tomatoes -- as easy feat this time of year -- and make sure your avocado is perfectly ripe, so it's creamy but still firm.
Served over crisp, shredded lettuce to catch the juices, this recipe feels almost like a cross between a salad and a ceviche, fresh and light, yet satisfying. It's ideal for a summer get-together when you want to serve up both style and substance without trying too hard.
Get the recipe: Halibut Ceviche With Tomato and Avocado
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The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Find a new favorite dish during Restaurant Week, groove to Jazz in the Parks or watch the U.S. women's soccer team go for gold.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-08-08
A busy but eclectic week brings outdoor movies; the return of summer Restaurant Week, which features some buzzed-about new eateries; Olympic viewing parties -- including several for the U.S. women's soccer team, which plays Saturday for a gold medal; festivals celebrating Arab and queer culture; a crab feast; outdoor jazz; and numerous dance parties. There's good news for dog owners, as there are multiple yappy hours to entertain (and explore with) your pup.
Editor's note: It's August, so thunderstorms can obviously play havoc with the best-laid plans. Potential flooding from the remnants of Tropical Storm Debby has led the sponsors of several Friday events, including the launch of a new Right Proper beer at the Heurich House Museum, to cancel or postpone. Check social media to verify events are still happening.
Summer Movies on the Lawn: 'Lady and the Tramp' at the Library of Congress
Shockingly, it took until December 2023 for the Library of Congress to add "Lady and the Tramp" to its National Film Registry. But the wrong has been righted, and now we have the pleasure of seeing the romantic spaghetti dinner scene on a giant screen on the library's lawn as part of its annual Summer Movies on the Lawn series. The evening begins with live music from Panquility Band, which performs steel drum tunes at 7 p.m. The movie follows at sundown, but get there early to stake out a spot for your blanket. 7 p.m. Free.
Missy Elliott at Capital One Arena
Here's a fact that doesn't feel right, even though it is: Missy Elliott had never headlined a tour until this year. The groundbreaking talent -- who became the first woman rapper to be nominated and inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2023 -- is celebrating her career with an arena tour, accompanied by partner in crime Timbaland, R&B singer Ciara and rap motormouth Busta Rhymes. 7 p.m. $60-$550.
Afghan Youth Orchestra at the Kennedy Center
Eleven years ago, the Afghan Youth Orchestra made its U.S. debut at the Kennedy Center. It returns now, the musicians having left their homes in 2021 after the Taliban's return to power, with a performance that's also a symbol against the regime's oppression of musical heritage. The concert also features the all-women orchestra of Afghanistan, Zohra. Tickets are free, but space is limited, so get to the box office early. 7 p.m. Free.
Dog Days of Summer Yappy Hour at American Ice Co.
If the heat and the humidity of August are wearing you down, they're probably just as rough on your four-legged friends. Perhaps you should treat your pup -- and yourself -- to happy hour on the patio at American Ice Co. Let your dog dive into the puppy pool or enjoy a puppuccino or treats while an on-site engraver creates custom dog tags. Humans can partake of $5 Narragansett and a menu of "doggie-themed cocktails." Smiles and tail-wags all around. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Queer Culture Night at Folger Shakespeare Library
Celebrate queer performers, vendors and culture at the recently reopened Folger Library's Queer Culture Night. The event, which was moved inside because of a rainy forecast with high temperatures, is hosted by drag queen Grace Towers and features performances from queer pop composer Be Steadwell and drag king troupe Pretty Boi Drag. In the Great Hall, LGBTQ+ business Little District Books sells books about queer experiences, and transgender artist Laya Monarez's work will be on display. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Fred Armisen at the Theatre at Capital Turnaround
Former "Saturday Night Live" cast member Fred Armisen originally dreamed of being a punk rock drummer, but he ended up hitting it big in comedy instead. Besides SNL, he's known for hipster-skewering sketch comedy show "Portlandia" and recent turns in "The Super Mario Bros. Movie" and Netflix's "Wednesday," along with his own co-creation "Los Espookys" on HBO. But he's managed to incorporate his musical dreams into his career, hitting concert venues around the country with a tour called "Comedy for Musicians but Everyone Is Welcome" that riffs on the funny side of music. Listen as Armisen shows off his guitar and drumming chops and his original songs, along with some very niche jokes about musical life. 7 p.m. $39.99.
Sad Summer Festival at Merriweather Post Pavilion
For more than 20 years, the Warped Tour was a rite of summer that allowed teens of a certain stripe to see all their favorite bands in one go. The festival ended its run as a touring concern in 2018, but the baton was quickly picked up by the Sad Summer Festival, now in its fifth year. This year's headliners -- Mayday Parade, the Maine and the Wonder Years -- also played the inaugural edition, proving that the window for what constitutes nostalgia continues to shrink. 2 p.m. $73.
D.C. Arab Culture Festival at the Kennedy Center
"A vibrant celebration of Arab and Arab American heritage" takes over the Reach's Skylight Pavilion as part of a festival organized in conjunction with Middle Eastern cocktail bar the Green Zone and DJ Basbousa, the Friday night resident at the Adams Morgan hot spot. Expect an art bazaar and music from across the Arab world, including Palestinian percussionist Mohamed Karzon; the diverse Music Without Borders, which performs styles from across the Middle East; and DJ Basbousa, spinning dabke, Egyptian pop, house and other dance music. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Queers Just Wanna Have Fun at As You Are
As You Are co-owner and '80s baby Jo McDaniel is celebrating her birthday with an '80s-themed dance party. Come in your neon and leg warmers ready to dance to songs by Madonna and Michael Jackson, curated by DJ Bite Back. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
People's House at Vagabond
You might not think of surf-inspired Dupont restaurant Vagabond as an option for late-night dancing, especially if you haven't been to the monthly People's House party, which focuses on up-tempo U.K. garage and house. Taking over the decks this weekend is Jett, a resident DJ at the nomadic Roam warehouse parties, creator of the Vibrate series of club nights and the label lead for D.C.'s own Black Techno Matters. DJs Shab.D and Koh open. 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
U.S. women's soccer gold medal game viewing parties
After a bronze medal in Tokyo and a disappointing Round of 16 exit at last year's World Cup, the U.S. women's soccer team has created a new narrative at these Olympics -- its first tournament under coach Emma Hayes. Four members of the Washington Spirit are involved with the U.S. team, including Trinity Rodman, who scored the game-winning goal in the quarterfinal victory over Japan. With the United States facing Brazil for the gold medal, the Spirit has organized a "Going for Gold" viewing party at the Bullpen beer garden near Nationals Park, where the game will be shown on multiple big screens. Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for the 11 a.m. kickoff. Admission is free, and no tickets are required. Other places to watch include Astro Beer Hall downtown, the official viewing location for the American Outlaws supporters group; the Midlands Beer Garden in Park View; and the Brighton bar on the Wharf, all of which have drink specials.
Jazz in the Parks at the Parks at Walter Reed
The sprawling Great Lawn at the heart of the Parks at Walter Reed on upper 16th Street NW is one of the city's most interesting concert venues, with the open, grassy space serving as a natural amphitheater. The monthly Jazz in the Parks concert series returns with music to delight all ages. The headliner is tenor saxophonist Elijah Easton, whose bebop chops have made him a favorite at D.C. bars, backed by pianist Allyn Johnson, dynamic bassist Kris Funn and drummer Quincy Phillips, three musicians who once formed D.C.'s Young Lions. Opening the evening is beloved children's entertainer Baba Ras D, who encourages the youngest musicians in the audience to sing and drum while "passing the peace." Bring a picnic and a blanket, or pick up dinner from one of the food trucks parked on-site. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Dre Day at Songbyrd
Carrying the Olympic torch, dancing with Simone Biles, swimming with Michael Phelps, hanging out in the Louvre -- Snoop Dogg is living his best life in Paris. But let's not forget that before he was your mom's favorite stoner, Snoop delivered vicious lyrical takedowns of Tim Dog and Eazy-E and rapped endless verses about indo and Seagram's over genre-defining G-funk. You'll hear all the old favorites at Songbyrd, where a team of six well-known D.C. DJs -- 2-Tone Jones, Jahsonic, Lance Reynolds, Pudge, RBI and Roddy Rod -- are celebratin' the Dre Day Party, with songs by and featuring Dr. Dre, Snoop, Tha Dogg Pound and their associates all afternoon long. 1 to 5 p.m. $5-$15.
Timmy Regisford at Eighteenth Street Lounge
Timmy Regisford is on the Mount Rushmore of house music, thanks to his role in shaping Shelter, the legendary New York City nightclub, and his marathon sets there that became the blueprints for the soulful house genre. Decades later, he's still mixing house, disco and R&B into sets that take listeners on winding journeys. Regisford takes over the main room at Eighteenth Street Lounge, alongside Mr. Eclectic and Pierre Reynolds. 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. $20.
Poseurs 41st anniversary at DC9
When Poseurs opened at 34th and M streets NW in 1983, it was billed as "Georgetown's first all new-music bar," and the selling point was VJs who not only spun trendy new wave hits by Duran Duran, the Talking Heads and New Order, but projected the videos on a 13-foot screen over the dance floor. Poseurs only made it to 1989, but its legacy outlives the club: DJ "Mohawk Adam" Lief, who took his name from his trademark haircut, moved on to spin industrial at legendary D.C. nightspots Tracks, Fifth Column and Nation. Mohawk Adam will be in the booth at DC9 this weekend for a "Poseurs Reunion," but you don't have to be old enough to remember the club to attend -- all you have to do is enjoy the throwback music and the videos. 9 p.m. $12-$15.
Crab Feast at Aslin Beer Garden Herndon and Alexandria
Aslin Beer Garden is hosting its annual Crab Feast at two locations this weekend: Herndon on Saturday, and Alexandria on Sunday. A ticket gets you all-you-can-eat crabs and corn, though the regular menu is available for kids under 12. 1 to 4 p.m. $75 for adults; $25 for children under 12.
Firsthand Experience: Pop-Up Books at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
You might think of pop-up books as a novel way to keep the youngest readers entertained. But when pop-up books are done correctly, the three-dimensional illustrations enhance the words on the page, and even serve as art in their own right. Join artist, author and teacher Carol Barton at the National Museum of Women in the Arts' studio workshop for a hands-on introduction to what makes an attractive and effective pop-up book, learn about the history of the medium, and design and create one of your own. 10 a.m. $22-$25.
Caribbean Sports and Family Day at the Fields at RFK Campus
Celebrate Caribbean cultures with a kid-friendly field day. There are three "zones" spread on RFK Stadium's lawn. One for children features a playground, bounce house, face painting, snow cones, and games like three-legged races and tug-of-war; one for sports hosts a soccer tournament and lawn games; and one "marketplace" has craft, clothing and jewelry vendors, a beer garden and lounge, and live DJs. Feel free to bring folding chairs and blankets, but note that tents aren't allowed. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Rachel Bloom at the Lincoln Theatre
The creator of musical sitcom "Crazy Ex-Girlfriend" is trying something just as audacious with her new one-woman show: Rachel Bloom's off-Broadway premiere reflects on the turbulence and trauma she encountered during the covid years, complete with its own soundtrack. Bloom is bringing "Death, Let Me Do My Show" to D.C. for one night only, and you can see it in person before said show appears online as a Netflix special. It's an evening that will combine the "very, very light and the very, very dark," Bloom told Vanity Fair, with a bit of raunch thrown in there, too. 8 p.m. $55.
Olympics Closing Ceremonies at Wunder Garten
All good things must come to an end, and that includes the Summer Olympics. The Closing Ceremonies at the Stade de France will see Paris hand off the games to 2028 hosts Los Angeles during a show featuring aliens, music from French stars Air and Phoenix, and a rumored appearance by Tom Cruise. Wunder Garten, which hosted a viewing party for the Opening Ceremonies, will repeat the trick in its NoMa beer garden. Doors open at 1 p.m. Free.
Second Sunday at Merry Pin
Merry Pin, the shop for embroidery supplies, yarn, pottery kits, rubber stamps and general DIY craft necessities, is moving beyond the workshops that it regularly hosts on Upper Georgia Avenue NW and launching a monthly "Second Sunday" gathering that includes a variety of makers and vendors setting up on the sidewalk, while DJs spin and games and brunch are available. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Summer Restaurant Week
Keeping up with D.C.'s buzziest restaurants can get expensive. August brings bargains in the form of the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington's summer Restaurant Week, which features dozens of eateries across the region offering deals on prix fixe lunch and brunch menus for $25 or $35 per person, and multicourse dinners for $40 to $65 per person. A few of the restaurants Post critic Tom Sietsema shouted out in his spring dining guide are participating, including Casa Teresa (home to "the finest Basque cheesecake in Washington"), sophisticated vegan fine dining spot Mita, and Le Diplomate's sister restaurants El Presidente and Pastis. Been there, eaten that? First-time Restaurant Week participants include glam Lebanese destination Ilili, Mintwood Place successor Namak, Mount Pleasant favorite Elle, chef Enrique Limardo's Joy by Seven Reasons in Chevy Chase, and the new Ometeo in Tysons -- a Tex-Mex offering from the folks behind the Salt Line. Though Aug. 18. Some restaurants may extend the promotion. $25-$35 for lunch and brunch, $40-$65 for dinner.
You Don't Know (Lam) Bo Week at Maxwell Park and Pop Fizz Bar
Maxwell Park owner and sommelier Brent Kroll once said that lambrusco, not champagne, is the perfect festive companion for charcuterie. Put Kroll's love for sparkling Italian reds to the test during a week-long celebration dubbed "You Don't Know (Lam) Bo." Ten different lambrusco are available at the bar, most priced at $6 or $7 for a 2.5-ounce taste or $12 to $15 for a full pour. Flights of three ($18) and five ($30) are also available, with optional meats ($35 or $55). To wrap up the week, Kroll leads a master class in wine Aug. 18 at Maxwell Park with five lambrusco, paired with snacks, for $50. Through Aug. 18. Wine prices vary. Tickets for the master class can be purchased through maxwellparkdc.com.
Alpaca Happy Hour at La Cosecha
You might have stopped by the Peruvian Brothers stand at La Cosecha for shrimp saltados or a filling chicharron sandwich, washed down with a frozen pisco sour slushie. At this happy hour, you can do all that and meet adorable alpacas, the woolly natives of the Andes that have become international symbols of Peru. 4 to 6 p.m. Free.
The Yards Bar(k) Crawl
Ever wonder whether your dog will be welcome at a restaurant or bar? That won't be a problem around Yards Park on Wednesday, thanks to the neighborhood's first happy hour "Bar(k) Crawl." Seven restaurants, including Trouble Bird, Chloe, District Winery and Emmy Squared, are making room for pups on their patios and giving away treats both edible and practical (think bandannas or branded balls). Humans, meanwhile, can order cocktails like the Puppuccino Espresso Martini, a decidedly not-for-dogs drink with vodka, allspice demerara syrup and fresh espresso at La Famosa, or a bacon-washed Bloodhound Old-Fashioned at Chloe. Post photos of the adventure on Instagram to win a $100 gift card at participating restaurants. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
'Wish' at the Carnegie Library
Outdoor movie season is winding down, but it shouldn't be too hard to get the kids out of the house to see "Wish," the animated feature Disney released last year to mark the company's 100th anniversary. Bring lawn chairs, blankets and picnics to the grass on Mount Vernon Square -- a.k.a. the Apple Store/Carnegie Library -- for free snacks, hands-on activities, games and a DJ. The fun starts at 6 p.m.; the film begins at 8. Free.
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The twisters in 'Twisters' are terrifying. How'd they do it?
The "Twisters" team hurled an actual horse trailer, animated scientifically accurate tornadoes and had to stop filming when a real-life storm wrecked a set.     
By Sonia Rao | 2024-08-08
Back in May, about two months before the release of "Twisters," star Glen Powell said that the blockbuster-to-be had about 1,000 special effects to go.
It turns out 1,000 effects isn't all that many. It took a small army of visual effects experts -- packing millions and millions of pixels into every frame and working with practical effects makers on set -- to create the stunning tornadoes that rip through "Twisters," including the jaw-dropper toward the end that nearly annihilates the town of El Reno, Okla.
How do you play God with an act of God? With a grin. Director Lee Isaac Chung, visual effects supervisor Ben Snow, production designer Patrick Sullivan, and supervising sound editors Al Nelson and Bjorn Ole Schroeder recently said they had a blast making "Twisters" -- from the real-life rodeo they hired and the vending machines and horse trailers they dropped from the sky to the delicate behind-the-scenes postproduction work that makes the movie a visual marvel. Here, step by step, is how they did it.

From left, director Lee Isaac Chung, Daisy Edgar-Jones and Anthony Ramos on the set of "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


As in "Twister," Jan de Bont's 1996 film starring Helen Hunt and Bill Paxton, "Twisters" follows storm chasers in Oklahoma (Powell, Daisy Edgar-Jones and Anthony Ramos, among others). The film brought back members of the original crew, including Sullivan, who "couldn't watch anyone else do this movie," and Snow, who had to be convinced (the original "Twister" was "quite a stressful, tricky production").
Digitally animating tornadoes was so difficult back then, he said, that producer Steven Spielberg looked into making a convincing twister without computers. (That was a no.) In the end, Snow signed on for the sequel because of Chung's vision. The director had scoured the web for reference images of real storms and presented Snow with footage from storm chasers who, like Powell's character, posted it to YouTube. Chung was confident and clear-eyed. He could lead the team.

Edgar-Jones as Kate and Daryl McCormack as Jeb take cover under an overpass in a scene from "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


Some real-world research went into digitally animating those storms. "We actually sent out storm chasers to get footage for us ... that we could parse out and figure out how to translate into VFX," Chung said.
The production team met with the National Weather Service and brought on Oklahoma meteorologist Kevin Kelleher, who had consulted on "Twister." His advice even shaped tasks like animating moisture, down to the specific way sunlight hits drops of water in the atmosphere. The film boasts "the truest-to-science storms that anyone will be able to see rendered on a big screen," Chung said.
The tornadoes were created using "a complex fluid dynamic system," Snow said -- basically, almost unfathomably involved computer animation. His team divided the fictional world into "little cubes of three-dimensional specks" called voxels, or volumetric pixels. Each voxel required its own calculation determining where and how it appeared. "To get something that has the visual complexity you want -- of clouds and the vapor that makes up a tornado -- you need millions and millions of them," Snow said.
"Twisters" kicks off with a deadly EF5 tornado, which Chung wanted to foreshadow with glimpses of dark skies and rolling clouds. The storm needed to be "chasing" the characters, Snow said. "Something's behind them, but you can't see it. The boogeyman is back in the mist." As the movie begins, the audience feels the tension of an encroaching disaster.
Then, wham! The EF5 whirls through. They shot the actors running out of their car to seek shelter under an overpass. Crew members on set blew smoke and rain close to the camera so it could be seen on the actors' bodies, and Snow's team added even more mist later "using a combination of particle systems and little tiny bits of cloudlike stuff we can generate on the computer," he said.

A truck heads toward a tornado in a scene from "Twisters." (ILM/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


The team did very little rerecording of dialogue after the film shoot -- among the bits was Edgar-Jones screaming while her character clings onto an overpass, said Nelson, one of the supervising sound editors.
Each of the six tornadoes in the film has its own sonic personality. The first and final storms are presented as killers, and the team layered a low, throbbing pulse onto the audio track to contribute a sense of menace. Nelson created the sound by manipulating recordings of a commuter train he once rode in Sweden. It made a "thump thump thump" sound while moving through tunnels.
"It's about imagining what you want to hear, and then using sounds from the real world to help articulate that," he said. "Then you upload it all together in the same way you put a recipe together."
Nelson keeps a library of sounds. For "Twisters," he turned to the recordings of wind he captured during a tropical storm while on vacation. That was as close as the team got to recording real weather. "No actual tornado was recorded for this movie," said Schroeder, also a supervising sound editor.

Chung and visual effects supervisor Ben Snow stand in an outdoor pool that was built for one of the tornado sequences in "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon)


Powell's character takes Edgar-Jones's to a rodeo to show her the fun side of Oklahoma -- only for tornado sirens to blare. The ensuing panic is palpable.
Chung leaned on practical effects as much as possible. He referred to Casey O'Neill, the second-unit director, as a "master of horse work," noting that they had hired a rodeo for the scene but worked with separate animals for the stunts. As the horses gallop away, the wind blows all sorts of debris into the crowd. "We had a bunch of special effects guys on top of the stands, I'd say five stories high, just pumping leaves out," Chung said.
Some moments were rendered on computers for the sake of safety. Snow's team animated the stand falling apart, as well as the nearby tornado siren falling off its pole.
The main characters seek refuge at a motel across the street. It was a real location, which meant the production couldn't mess with it. But Sullivan, the production designer, did build an extra office and a concrete pool. "I had my playground," Sullivan said. "We were able to come in and wreck it all."
The characters hide in the pool. The plan was to drop an actual vending machine into the concrete structure near the hotel manager, but it ended up looking "like the actor was getting crushed under the Coke machine -- and story-wise, that just didn't work for us," Chung said. So the teams worked together. They shot the machine falling with the actors in sight, and then dropped it again -- in a slightly different, better location -- without the actors present. Then "we combined it in post," Snow said.
After the vending machine, a massive horse trailer lands in the pool. (The horror never ends!)
"That was actually dropped," Sullivan said. "When the guy got pulled out from the pool [and sucked into the storm], that was on a cable. After that, he became a CGI character."

Glen Powell and Edgar-Jones talk with Chung while working on the rodeo scene. (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


Production halted in July 2023 when the Screen Actors Guild went on strike. The strike lasted for 118 days, making it the longest work stoppage in the union's history. The "Twisters" team was in the middle of shooting the rodeo sequence when the strike began. Upon returning to Oklahoma in December, they faced unexpected obstacles. Where, for instance, would they find more green leaves in winter?
"Even some of the debris out there was slippery because it would get a coating of water that would freeze a little bit" in the cold air, Sullivan said. And yet the actors had to continue wearing summer clothing. Chilling, in more ways than one.

Powell's Tyler grabs Sasha Lane's Lily as a tornado approaches a movie theater. (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


Before they shot the climactic sequence in downtown El Reno, a real storm blew in and wrecked the set. "We were all stuck inside, cowering in shop fronts on either side of the farmers market, watching the set be destroyed in exactly the way we wanted it to be destroyed for the film," Snow said. "But ironically, because of safety concerns, we weren't able to go out there and film."
When the storm passed, everyone pitched in to get the set back in order "so we could go back in with the actors, and [special effects supervisor] Scott Fisher could turn on his giant wind fans and destroy the site -- again -- while the film camera was going," Snow said.
Fisher positioned two jet engine fans far enough away from the set to blow wind at rates of 170 to 180 mph, according to production notes. (Regular fans were also positioned closer to the actors, set to about 70 mph.) El Reno residents whisked away by the winds were played by stuntpeople on ropes. Fisher's team used dump tanks to release tons of water at once, washing the actors down the street. "We added some additional water in computer graphics," Snow said.
Chung often gave the actors earplugs that were edited out in post. "I had heard on the original 'Twister' that some of the actors had a hard time physically with what they were forced to do," Chung said, then joking: "I certainly didn't want to have these actors writing articles about me 10 years from now. So I tried to be careful."
Shooting some of the El Reno sequence on a soundstage allowed the team more creative control. Sullivan built a movie theater based on a real structure in the city, then took it apart. "You're conscious of the footage of film that's being run through the cameras constantly," he said. "There's the pressure to get it right the first or second time." They dropped a big chunk of the ceiling a few times, resetting it each time by hoisting it up on motors. The storm also rips off the movie theater screen, a practical effect Sullivan and his team executed only once.
Working on "Twisters" required great stamina and meticulous planning. Shooting on film, a limited resource, only made it harder. And yet --
"It was the biggest pleasure of my career," Sullivan said. "I joke that I can retire now because I have my bookends. I have my 'Twister' and my 'Twisters.' It's like, where do I go from here?"
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Hunter Schafer has wurst brat summer in kooky Alps horror film 'Cuckoo'
In her first lead movie role, the "Euphoria" star is a bloody believable heroine.
By Jen Yamato | 2024-08-08

Hunter Schafer in "Cuckoo." (Felix Dickinson/Neon)


An American teen encounters peculiar horrors at a remote German resort in Tilman Singer's "Cuckoo," a kooky sci-fi genre hybrid that crackles with offbeat turns and creature scares as it unfolds against a backdrop of deceptively serene forests and cheeky Euro-kitsch.
Hunter Schafer ("Euphoria") stars in her first lead film role as Gretchen, an angsty 17-year-old who's been dragged halfway across the world to live with her father Luis (Marton Csokas) and stepmom Beth (Jessica Henwick) at the picturesque Resort Alpschatten. Judging from the decor, the mountain ski oasis hasn't been updated in decades, and Gretchen, naturally, is miserable on arrival, a fish out of water trapped in her own Alpine Twin Peaks nightmare -- and that's before things really start getting weird.
Gretchen is still grieving her mother's recent death, and her relationship with her distracted dad is so strained, she's counting down the days until she can fly the coop and return to the band she left behind in the States. It doesn't help that Luis and Beth exclusively dote on their 8-year-old daughter, Alma (Mila Lieu), who has a condition that prevents her from speaking and uses sign language to communicate, leaving the older girl on the outside looking in on her dad's happy new life.
The domestic divide is clear as they arrive separately to their new home, Gretchen riding with the movers instead of in the family car. She's toting so much teenage sturm und drang into her soon-to-be brat(wurst) summer, you forgive her for not clocking the red flags off the bat -- even when the resort's suspiciously friendly owner, Herr Konig (Dan Stevens), takes an intense interest in her, offering her a job at the hotel.
The unsuspecting family might not take note of all the warning bells, but Singer, confidently directing his sophomore feature following buzzy 2019 debut "Luz," makes sure we do. In one of Singer's best sequences, orchestrated in thrilling fashion and with a sense of humor, a feral woman with red glowing eyes chases Gretchen on her bike ride home at night. Female guests are spontaneously vomiting throughout the hotel. Then there's the inhuman shrieking that occasionally pierces the air, sending Alma into seizure-like palpitations and trapping Gretchen in a paralytic time loop as the film's propulsive editing feeds us visions of a woman's undulating throat emitting the earsplitting vibrations.
And why does Herr Konig keep a small wooden flute in his pocket, pulling it out every now and then to play a little ditty toward the distant tree line?

Dan Stevens in "Cuckoo." (Neon)


As she digs into the resort's sinister secrets, Gretchen's only allies are a hotel guest (Astrid Berges-Frisbey) with whom she sparks a flirtation and a harried detective (Jan Bluthardt) who recruits her into his own investigation. Tracking the threats in plain sight is half the fun of "Cuckoo," an eccentric blend of sci-fi, body horror and cozy Alps noir (shot on 35mm) that veers a smidgen out of control in its final plot-heavy stretch but doesn't obscure its mysteries for long.
Credit a good chunk of "Cuckoo's" delirious undercurrent of weird to Stevens's performance as Herr Konig, the latest in a string of roles that eschew the British actor's movie-star looks in favor of warped and wacky genre roles. The hospitable politesse displayed by Herr Konig, comically passive-aggressive with a lilting accent located somewhere in the key of Stevens's "Eurovision Song Contest: The Story of Fire Saga" persona, hides a predatory intensity that grows increasingly unhinged as the film probes the reproductive horrors at its center.
Yet even as the film lives up to its title, Schafer, alternately vulnerable and fierce, resentful and protective, counters Stevens's antics with believable emotion while giving a physical performance that leaves her heroine increasingly battered and bleeding. "Cuckoo," it turns out, is about human connection. Once the truth of its avian-like creatures is revealed, it's the newfound sibling bond between Gretchen and Alma, forged in the wreckage of familial dysfunction and external saboteurs, that grounds the bizarre proceedings -- and even stirs sympathy for its monsters.
R. At area theaters. Contains violence, bloody images, language and brief teen drug use. 102 minutes.
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Let the prison documentary 'Daughters' make you a puddle of tears
Angela Patton and Natalie Rae's sensitive, deeply moving film looks at a program that unites incarcerated men with their daughters for an unforgettable dance.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-08-08

Participants of the Date With Dad program practice tying ties in preparation for the big dance. (Netflix)


"Daughters" is not your standard prison documentary. An intimate and deeply moving look at the program Date With Dad, which since 2008 has united incarcerated fathers with their daughters for a weekend dance party, it relies less on talking-head interviews with social workers about the importance of human touch and the paternal connection than on the play of light across the faces of its titular subjects.
One such young girl, an adorably precocious pixie named Aubrey, is the film's star. Five years old when the film picks up, she's a source of luminous and radiant joy as she prepares to attend the party with her father, Keith, who has been imprisoned in D.C. as he awaits final sentencing for an unspecified crime. With the exception of one father -- whose nickname "Murdock," he tells us, derives from the word murder -- directors Angela Patton and Natalie Rae do not dwell on, or even seem to care about, the specifics of criminal records. Rather, "Daughters" sees its subjects, both the often-neglected girls and the troubled men participating in the program, as people, not categories.
To, paraphrase Chad Morris, the persuasive and insightful fatherhood life coach who leads the 10-week course all fathers must attend as a prerequisite for the father-daughter dance, the film does not let what these men have done define them. In other words, it grants them their full, messy humanity. That's a rare thing, in or out of prison.

Aubrey gets a hug from her father, Keith, in "Daughters." (Netflix)


Patton, the CEO of Dance With Dad's parent nonprofit, the Richmond-based Girls for a Change, and her co-director Rae bring a sensitive, almost poetic touch to their film, focusing on close-ups of hands and occasional long silences. In so doing, they unpeel their subjects' stories -- revealing deep feelings of loss, regret and longing -- without always resorting to words.
For instance: There's only one statistic in the film, near the end, citing the low rate of recidivism (just 5 percent) after release for the men who have completed the Date With Dad group sessions. "Daughters" doesn't fall back on numbers, like so many sociological documentaries do. The strength of the Date With Dad program -- and of the film itself -- shines in the faces during and after the dance: tear-streaked, smiling and etched with unfeigned emotion.
Around the outer edges of the documentary, certain larger, uncomfortable facts do creep in. Facts about how girls' expectations of their eventual boyfriends, partners or husbands can be determined or damaged by fathers, even (or maybe especially) absent ones. The pitfalls of early, unplanned parenthood -- children having children -- also emerges, in the backstory told by Murdock, who shares with his life coaching group that he was 15 when he started "messing around" with the 13-year-old who gave birth to his daughter at 14. Other painfully familiar touchstones arise in the periphery of the film's central narrative: allusions to the systemic perpetuation of poverty; less than adequate nutrition and education; violence in the streets.
Some mothers confess to difficulty letting go of anger and resentment. Some of the daughters do, too. Addressing a group of women in the buildup to the approaching dance date, Patton says, "Moms, thank you for getting out of the way."
Though clear-eyed about how one dance will never solve a world of problems, "Daughters" is nevertheless suffused with hope. As more and more prisons replace "touch visits," in which family members sit in the same room with their incarcerated loved ones, with virtual video check-ins, the power of a simple dance -- moving in sync, toe to toe, hand on hand, cheek by cheek, heart to heart -- is magnified.
There's lots of hurt, past and present, in "Daughters," as well as a huge measure of healing and forgiveness. Those feelings are palpable and contagious; they jump off the screen. During the film's climax, its subjects -- dads in ill-fitting, borrowed suits and daughters in princess dresses -- bid each other a poignant adieu after the dance. "See you later," two of them tell each other, because "good bye" is just too final.
If you aren't in tears by then, you should probably check your pulse.
PG-13. At Landmark's E Street Cinema; available Aug. 16 on Netflix. Contains mature thematic material and strong language. 108 minutes.
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What is Angelman syndrome, the rare disorder Colin Farrell's son has?
The actor's son James has Angelman syndrome, a rare neurogenetic disorder. The Colin Farrell Foundation aims to raise awareness about intellectual disability.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-08-08

Irish actor Colin Farrell, shown in April, has launched a foundation to boost support and awareness for intellectually disabled people. (Etienne Laurent/AFP/Getty Images)


Actor Colin Farrell is launching a foundation to support people with intellectual disabilities, inspired by his son James, who has a rare neurological condition called Angelman syndrome.
"I want the world to be kind to James," Farrell, 48, said in an emotional interview with People magazine. "I want the world to treat him with kindness and respect."
He said that many social supports that exist for children with intellectual disabilities end when they reach age 21. "I obviously have a certain amount of means ... and we still struggle with finding the kind of support that James deserves and should rightfully have," Farrell said, adding that James's age -- 20 -- prompted him to take action.
The Colin Farrell Foundation will advocate for increased Medicaid funding and expanded housing access for people with intellectual disabilities and higher wages for professional caretakers.
Angelman syndrome is a rare neurological condition caused by changes to a gene responsible for brain development. The syndrome affects the nervous system and causes severe physical and learning disabilities. There is no known cure or treatment, other than therapies to reduce symptoms such as seizures and gastrointestinal issues.
The condition occurs in about one in 15,000 births, or 500,000 people worldwide, according to the Angelman Syndrome Foundation in Aurora, Ill. Life expectancy for affected individuals is normal.
It is named for Harry Angelman, the British doctor who first identified it in 1965.
Symptoms, according to the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, include developmental delays, intellectual disabilities, severe speech impairment, problems with balance, seizures, and gastrointestinal, orthopedic and eye problems. Some people may exhibit unexplained behaviors, "such as hand flapping and arms uplifted while walking," according to the Mayo Clinic.
Although patients require lifelong care, some symptoms such as sleeping problems or seizures become less severe with age.
"James was a ... very silent baby ... he didn't make any sounds at all. I just thought I'd hit the lottery, you know, I thought I have a chill child who's not going to keep me up at night," Farrell said.
But "he wasn't hitting benchmarks, he couldn't sit up ... he couldn't stay up on his legs at all, so we knew something was up."
James took his first steps two weeks shy of his fourth birthday, Farrell said. "It was so profound," he said as his eyes welled up with tears.
Other signs can include frequent laughter without stimuli, a tendency to stick the tongue out, and skin, hair and eyes that are paler than other family members', according to Britain's National Health Service.
Blood tests can confirm diagnoses. Most babies do not show symptoms at birth.
It is most often caused by changes to a gene known as the UBE3A gene.
Usually, a child receives two copies of a gene, one from each parent. Angelman syndrome occurs when there is a missing maternal copy of the UBE3A gene or damage to the maternal copy, which is the only active copy of this gene, according to the Mayo Clinic. "Rarely, Angelman syndrome is caused when two paternal copies of the gene are passed down instead of one from each parent," according to the nonprofit.
Researchers often don't know the direct cause of the genetic changes resulting in Angelman syndrome, although family history of the condition may increase the risk.
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To really understand D.C.'s formidable art scene, go to MOCA Arlington
"Golden: Fifty Years of New Classics" gathers D.C. artists to celebrate the 50th anniversary of MOCA Arlington, formerly the Arlington Arts Center.
By Kriston Capps | 2024-08-07

Installation view with Jackie Milad's "Se Van Todo (1)," 2024, and "More Undoing," 2024. (Vivian Marie Doering/Courtesy of Jackie Milad/SOCO Gallery)


Two years ahead of its 50th anniversary, Arlington County's favorite destination for visual art hit the reset button.
Gone was the Arlington Arts Center, the community nonprofit and cultural anchor, as of September 2022. In its place emerged a freshly minted Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington, with a title to reflect the gallery's outsize outlook.
Nothing much changed inside the building, though, and in some ways, the makeover highlights the nonprofit's wrinkles. For years, the gallery has been ramping up its programming with ambitious slates of national and international artists. But with its resident studios for local artists and summer camps for kids, this MOCA runs a lot more like a regional community center than a contemporary art kunsthaus.
MOCA Arlington is the Goldilocks gallery: at times too big, sometimes too small, but often just right. For its 50th anniversary, the gallery (museum?) has staged a group exhibition by artists who have shown at Arlington over the decades. Featuring artists with only a fleeting connection to the gallery alongside others central to its mission, "Golden: Fifty Years of New Classics" reflects the tension of an arts organization that is constantly in transition.

Lily Cox-Richard, "Soft Fists Insist 8," 2022. Mushroom spores, graphite and pigment on paper. (Courtesy of Lily Cox-Richard/Hirschl & Adler)


Jackie Milad is typical of the artists long championed by MOCA Arlington. The Baltimore painter is on her way up: Her recent accolades include a Ruby grant from the Robert W. Deutsch Foundation and a finalist nod for the Janet & Walter Sondheim Art Prize. With a blend of abstract and figurative elements, "More Undoing" (2024) shows Milad's striking approach to the canvas, which is both steeped in mythology and dripping with urgency. Milad has shown twice at Arlington, in 2010 and 2021, reflecting the gallery's longtime support for emerging artists.

Steven Frost, "Mile High Pride Flag," 2020. Yarn, fringe, sequins and upcycled clothing. (Steven Frost)


Steven Frost, another one of the dozen artists selected for "Golden," is a onetime D.C.-area artist who lives and works in Boulder, Colo. Frost first showed at Arlington in 2009 as part of the gallery's longtime "Solos" program, and made a splash with their approach to textiles and abstraction. The artist's work in "Golden" stems from a 2022 performance, "Liberace in Purgatory," represented at Arlington by a faux archive of the singer's costumes. "Mile High Pride Flag" (2020) is a handwoven piece that transcends its source material -- Denver's city flag, the inclusive Pride flag -- as a semiabstract, highly personal standard.

Merryn Omotayo Alaka, "I Look to You When I Look to Come Home," 2023. Iridescent green vinyl, fluorescent orange vinyl, thread, hair and journal entries. (Courtesy of Merryn Omotayo Alaka/Lisa Sette Gallery)


The Arlington Arts Center didn't abandon DMV-area emerging artists when it took on the MOCA mantle. But in the years running up to the name change -- under former curators Jeffry Cudlin and Karyn Miller and continuing under current exhibitions curator Blair Murphy -- the museum began looking farther afield. That shift has ushered artists with international profiles, such as Shana Moulton and Torkwase Dyson, to Arlington at early points in their careers. At the same time, with so many arts nonprofits turning to major national foundations for support, this pivot is a familiar one to local artists starved for platforms to show their work.

Ann Fessler, "The Things He Gave Me and the Things I Took," 2024. Photographic installation, artist's book. (Ann Fessler)


"Golden" reflects Arlington's status as both a local launchpad and a national stage. The show includes "The Things He Gave Me and the Things I Took" (2024), a mixed-media piece by Ann Fessler, a genre-breaking artist who helped cement the practice of re-photography. Fessler's wrenching installation is a portrait of her adoptive father, Cliff, comprising photos taken by both the artist and her father, including images of treasured objects he bequeathed to her as well as those she discovered after his death. Fessler did show at Arlington, in 1990, as part of a group exhibit on artists answering the AIDS epidemic; similarly, painter-slash-sculptor Merryn Omotayo Alaka showed at Arlington as part of its new nationally focused biennial program, "Assembly." Highlighting them as MOCA Arlington alumni suggests they played a role in forming the institution or vice versa. It's not clear that's the case for these particular artists -- although that certainly holds for Becca Kallem, Jessica Van Brakle and other local artists who aren't on view.

Michael B. Platt, "Yellow Marks in the Wall," 2005. Pigment print on panel. Text by Carol A. Beane. (Michael B. Platt/Estate of Michael B. Platt)


Guest curated by Al Miner, deputy director for museum experience and digital media at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and former founding director of the art galleries at Georgetown University, "Golden" emphasizes tradition, identity and ancestry -- prominent themes across museums and academia today. The show does include notable contributions by D.C. artists, no question. Miner has a shrewd eye for the local scene, and here he picks works that span styles and generations, including Walter Kravitz's ecstatic abstractions and Anne Hancock's coy figurative scenes. The highlight might be "Peaches" (1990) by Michael B. Platt, a sculptural painting that takes the form of a screen and a piece that shows the artist at his most formally ambitious.

Anne Hancock, "Lady Hamilton," 1992. Oil on canvas. (Anne Hancock)


MOCA Arlington holds a unique place in the D.C. art scene: At 17,000 square feet, it's much larger than similarly situated nonprofits such as the Washington Project for the Arts, McLean Project for the Arts or Tephra Institute of Contemporary Art (previously the Greater Reston Arts Center). But it's small in stature compared with the Phillips Collection or Rubell Museum, to say nothing of the cultural treasuries along the National Mall. Perhaps because it's a challenging space with a locally sized budget, Arlington has served as an incubator for ambitious curators looking to push arts organizations to do more. With any luck, MOCA Arlington's next 50 years will look a lot like its first half-century -- as a gallery whose biggest impact continues to be standing up local artists.
Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington, 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. 703-248-6800. mocaarlington.org.
Dates: Through Sept. 8.
Prices: Free.
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'It Ends With Us' is glittery and traumatic. And, oh, those abs.
Blake Lively and Justin Baldoni bring Colleen Hoover's bestseller to unwieldy, heartbreaking life on the big screen.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-08-07

Justin Baldoni directs and stars alongside Blake Lively in "It Ends With Us." (Nicole Rivelli/Sony Pictures Entertainment)


Millions of readers swooned over Colleen Hoover's thorny romance "It Ends With Us," the No. 1 best-selling novel of 2022 and 2023. They'll come prepared for the clobbering heartbreak -- and will hopefully pack an extra hankie for any nonfans entering the movie theater as blank as if they're on a blind date.
The film version, helmed by Justin Baldoni (the director of "Five Feet Apart" and the leading love interest of TV's "Jane the Virgin") and adapted for the screen by Christy Hall ("Daddio"), is an unwieldy yet compelling fusion of glittery fantasy and traumatic introspection. Our heroine is the flamboyantly named Lily Blossom Bloom (Blake Lively), a salty, funny Bostonian with her own (what else?) flower shop. Her beau, Ryle (Baldoni), boasts the resume and abs of a 21st-century Prince Charming. A wealthy neurosurgeon, Ryle swears that Lily is the only woman who can heal his own damaged heart. He's also the brother of her best friend and employee, Allysa (Jenny Slate). And did I mention the abs?
But Lily can't stop thinking about a lonely, physically scarred high school boy she once knew in a small Maine town where her father (Kevin McKidd) was the mayor and her mother (Amy Morton) his kowtowed wife. In flashbacks to her teenage years, young Lily is played by Isabela Ferrer and her kiddie crush, Atlas, is Alex Neustaedter. By now, you've probably predicted that we'll see Atlas again as a hunky adult (Brandon Sklenar), and that all hunky heck is going to be unleashed.
"It Ends With Us" savors the trappings of a glossy love triangle: the banter, the flirting, the turbulence, the extravagant costumes. For a while, it takes place in an idealized reality where the fall leaves are always the perfect shade of orange and Lily's hair color mimics a cozy pumpkin spice. With her store decorated like a Victorian mourning parlor and her wardrobe brimming with rhinestone boots, noisy patterns and oversize coveralls, she's a Pinterest board come to life, an adorable kook outdressed only by Slate's Allysa, who has the chutzpah to show up to work in a sequined Valentino minidress and five-figure Hermes Kelly bag.

Jenny Slate plays Allysa, best friend and employee of Lily (Blake Lively), in "It Ends With Us." (Jojo Whilden/Sony Pictures Entertainment)


Yet, as a director, Baldoni is even more of a seducer than his own paper-perfect character. He knows that wounded, brooding sex symbols like Ryle are an irresistible erotic trope stretching from Jane Eyre's Mr. Rochester to "Fifty Shades of Grey's" pommel-horse-riding billionaire Christian Grey. Fans pant for romantic male leads who blur the line between passionate and aggressive -- and that murk is exactly what the story explores. How can an extravagant gesture double as a red flag? How do emotionally smart girls who've vowed never to repeat their parents' mistakes wind up doing just that -- and how long will it take them to recognize it?
The movie has to cheat a bit to get at the complexity of Hoover's book. A child of domestic abuse, Hoover writes with painful intimacy about Lily's struggle to claw free from her past. Baldoni shifts some of that turmoil to the audience, with editors Oona Flaherty and Robb Sullivan cutting key scenes so that, like Lily, we don't know what to believe.

Blake Lively and Brandon Sklenar in "It Ends With Us." (Jojo Whilden/Sony Pictures Entertainment)


It's a film prone to tonal whiplash. Yet the script has made some sharp trims, scrapping a subplot about Ellen DeGeneres and eliminating some of Ryle's most outlandish behavior. (Even so, someone at my screening audibly booed him like he was Snidely Whiplash.) Baldoni more generously recognizes that he's playing a human work-in-progress, but we rarely have a sense of what's happening underneath his smolder, perhaps because Ryle hasn't had enough therapy to know.
Even bouncing off male leads who are more pinball bumpers than dimensional characters, Lively gives a great performance as a headstrong, sensible woman who struggles to consider herself a victim. The first cracks in her composure come when her smile shifts from sincere to steely; later, there's a terrible, beautiful scene where the way she says "I love you so much" choked in my own throat. Her Lily looks and acts like a fanciful rom-com caricature, but her bruises hurt down to the bone.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains depictions of domestic violence, sexual content and some strong language. 130 minutes.
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Marisol is the missing master of postwar American art
Why was the pop art pioneer Marisol left out of the canon, when she is so self-evidently great?
By Sebastian Smee | 2024-08-07

Marisol in 1974 with her 1973 sculpture "The Fishman." (Buffalo AKG Art Museum)


There used to be a roll call or "canon" -- a list of names every budding student of postwar art was supposed to learn and remember. All the names were male. They all worked in America.
The list existed to demonstrate how abstract expressionism led into pop art, minimalism and conceptualism, the four most significant movements between the end of World War II and the 1970s.
So the roll call began with abstract expressionists: Jackson Pollock, Willem de Kooning and Mark Rothko. It moved on to the bridging figures Jasper Johns and Robert Rauschenberg; then to pop artists Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein and finally to minimalists and conceptualists Frank Stella, Richard Serra, Donald Judd and Sol LeWitt.
Of course, any list of this kind mainly provokes us to think about who is excluded. Where -- even sticking exclusively to Americans -- are Lee Krasner, Helen Frankenthaler, Sam Gilliam, Cy Twombly, Lee Bontecou, Richard Diebenkorn, Joan Mitchell, Louise Nevelson, Jack Whitten, Philip Guston, Nam June Paik, Joseph Kosuth, Robert Smithson and Ruth Asawa (just for starters)?
But the original list was used to tell a specific story -- a heroic, echt-American tale of evolution and progress, intimately connected to the nation's rise on the world stage, economically, geopolitically, culturally.
Together, you could say, those male artists constituted the trunk of the tree. Everything else was just proliferating branches. Artists who didn't fit the story -- perhaps because the critics telling the story didn't know what to do with them, or because they were women or Black or Asian American -- could still be part of the tree. But they weren't foundational.
Thankfully, we've moved far beyond this. Canons are useful. In fact, once you concede that some artists are more impactful than others, they're all but inevitable. But they're also lazy.
They're perhaps most useful as a provocation, a stimulus to tell better, more interesting stories, to make us ask: who else? Who might look more important, more influential, if we shifted our vantage point so that what we thought was a branch is really part of the trunk?

Marisol's 1968 work "Mi Mama y Yo." (Brenda Bieger/Buffalo AKG Art Museum/Estate of Marisol/Artists Rights Society)


For more than 15 years, I've firmly believed that one of the most exciting and pivotal artists of the postwar period was the Venezuelan-born sculptor Marisol Escobar (1930-2016). Marisol, as she chose to be known, is the subject of a traveling retrospective that has just opened at the Buffalo AKG Art Museum in Buffalo. I saw the show in January at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.
Marisol's work, like Picasso's, can be childlike and playful, but it is exceptionally rich in connotations. Enigmatic, often somber and private, it is nonetheless socially engaged, sharply political and disarmingly perceptive about human psychology.

A detail of Marisol's work "The Party," 1965-1966. (Denis Farley/Toledo Museum of Art/Estate of Marisol/Artists Rights Society)


Marisol was always generating tensions between smooth, blockish, geometrical forms and crudely carved wood, which she often used for faces, hands or headwear. She drew sensitively rendered faces onto coarse surfaces, setting elements apart with texture, bright pastel color and vibrant decorative effects.
Hats, helmets and other headwear constituted her most striking inventions, which sometimes veered into cubist or completely abstract territory. Elsewhere she incorporated found items such as TV screens, baby carriages, strings of pearls, wooden barrels or silver trays of crystal glasses. Perhaps most arrestingly, she used casts of her own face and hands, out of which she squeezed extraordinary psychological depth and suggestiveness.

A photo of Marisol from the 1960s. (Hans Namuth/Hans Namuth Estate/Buffalo AKG Art Museum and Center for Creative Photography, University of Arizona)


Beautiful women -- it's one of the oldest, most tired tropes -- often struggle to be taken seriously. Marisol was glamorous and cosmopolitan, and from the outset, this complicated her reception. Born to well-off Venezuelan parents, she spent her childhood in Paris, Caracas, Los Angeles and New York, where she settled in 1950 when she was 20.
By the early 1960s, Marisol had established herself as one of the founding figures of pop art. By the middle of the decade, dubbed the "Latin Garbo," she was truly famous. Warhol, who filmed her in 1964, called her the "first girl artist with glamour." She was written up in magazines including Vogue, Harper's Bazaar and Glamour.
American pop art was always ambivalent. On the surface, its stance seemed critical, satirizing consumer and celebrity culture. More often, however, it piggybacked on these phenomena, jovially endorsing them. Warhol, who always wanted it both ways, epitomized the conflict.

An installation view of the Marisol exhibit at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. (Denis Farley/Estate of Marisol/Artists Rights Society)


But from the get-go, Marisol was less complacent and naive about American mass culture. She was certainly less comfortable with wallowing in the modes of irony favored by other pop artists. Her work was edgier, darker, more troubled and troubling.
Before becoming famous, Warhol befriended Marisol. He used her for entree to influential art circles. He was influenced by her persona (shy but theatrical, intentionally enigmatic) and by her portraiture, which put U.S. presidents, babies, artists, Hollywood actors and popes all on the same level.
Marisol was always more interested in the dynamics of celebrity than in consumerism. "No one has deflated human pomposity with greater insight," wrote art historian and curator Katharine Kuh in 1963.

Marisol in November 1963 retouching "The Generals," 1961-1962, at the Albright Knox Art Gallery (renamed the Buffalo AKG Art Museum). (Buffalo AKG Art Museum/Estate of Marisol/Artists Rights Society)


She was herself an object of fascination -- not only to others but to herself. In one sculpture after another, she tried to reconcile her self-perception with the image of her projected by the media. One critic spoke about her "celebratable face." Using casts from her face (and other body parts), Marisol gave form to her insights about celebrity, anxiety and death.
She also had a powerful social conscience. She chose to explore wider themes, including the immigrant experience; the suffering and courage of America's Indigenous population; the confusions, constraints and freedoms of gender and sexuality; and the fragility of natural (especially marine) ecosystems.
Remarkably, at the height of her fame, Marisol temporarily withdrew from the art world, appalled by the ongoing violence in Vietnam and by the era's other social convulsions.
I think she was at her best when expressing the agonies of identity -- not through anguished expressionism but through varieties of play that could express wit and vivacity, but also numbness, silence and absurdity.

Marisol's 1963 work "Baby Girl." (Brenda Bieger/Buffalo AKG Art Museum/Estate of Marisol/Artists Rights Society)


Many of Marisol's best works related to family life. When she was 11, her mother died by suicide. Journalists incessantly asked Marisol when she would marry and have kids herself. She never did, but she frequently made family tableaux that seemed to hint at an unbridgeable gap between how families present themselves to the outside world and what really goes on within.
Much of Marisol's work is deliberately childlike, as if she were making so many dolls or toys. The resulting tension between things presenting themselves as the tools of childish whimsy and inscrutable, museum-scale, very adult artworks was key to her unique sensibility.
I find traces of this sensibility everywhere in contemporary art today. Marisol's influence can be seen in the laconic freedom and satirical impulse with which artists like Nicole Eisenman treat social and psychological themes. It can also be seen in the return to funky, handmade objects whose makers, rebelling against digital culture, are not afraid of being mixed up with "craft."
Marisol shares affinities with the playful, pictorial rawness of Rose Wylie, the social commentary of early Amy Sillman, the formal inventiveness of Arlene Shechet and Nairy Baghramian and the combination of decorative pop energy and heartfelt intimacy in the work of Elizabeth Peyton and Mickalene Thomas.
Marisol ushered in the pop art revolution. She gave shape to her astute responses to private trauma and social upheaval. She was a committed artist of conscience, alive to environmental and Indigenous issues well ahead of her time. Formally, her work was dazzling, inventive, wholly original.
No story of postwar American art is quite complete without her.
Marisol: A Retrospective Through Jan. 6 at the Buffalo AKG Art Museum, after which it will travel to the Dallas Museum of Art, Feb. 23-July 6, 2025.
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Commanders training camp tracker: Joint practices against Jets begin 
The Washington Commanders are starting a new era under first-year coach Dan Quinn. Follow along for updates and analysis from the team's 2024 training camp.
By Nicki Jhabvala, Sam Fortier, Washington Post staff, Varun Shankar | 2024-08-08
After overhauling the front office, coaching staff and roster in the offseason, the new-look Washington Commanders are beginning their first training camp under Coach Dan Quinn, offering the first true glimpse of the franchise's latest attempt at a rebuild. While the team appears to have made upgrades at multiple positions (on paper, anyway), it remains to be seen how these Commanders will pull it all together.
We'll be providing updates and analysis from camp in Ashburn.
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