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As Gaza death toll passes 40,000, corpses are buried in yards, streets, tiered graves

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Almost every day in the last ten months, Nawaf al-Zuriei has taken to his scissors and cut different sizes from the white fabric roll that wraps the body of the dead, in the morgue of Al Aqsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al-Balah. (AP Video by Abed Al Kareem Hana/Mariam Dagga/Production by Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinian mourners carry their loved one for burial at the cemetery in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian grave digger Sa'di Baraka pauses while digging new graves in a cemetery in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, making room for more killed in the 10-month-old war. "We bury martyrs," Baraka said. "Sometimes we make graves on top of graves." (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian grave digger Sa'di Baraka, center, oversees a burial in the cemetery in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - Workers carry a body, one of more than 80 bodies returned by Israel, to a cemetery in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            Palestinian morgue worker Nawaf al-Zuriei, a morgue worker prepares a burial shroud at at Deir al-Balah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 4, 2024. Those killed by the war are considered ritually pure under Islamic tradition, so their bodies are not washed, he said. Workers cover the damaged bodies in plastic to avoid bloodstains on white shrouds. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8

                                    
                                    Palestinian morgue worker Nawaf al-Zuriei, a morgue worker prepares a burial shroud at at Deir al-Balah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 4, 2024. Those killed by the war are considered ritually pure under Islamic tradition, so their bodies are not washed, he said. Workers cover the damaged bodies in plastic to avoid bloodstains on white shrouds. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            Palestinian mourners prepare to bury their loved one at the cemetery in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian mourners bury their loved one at the cemetery in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Tiers of graves are stacked deep underground in a bloated Gaza cemetery, where Sa'di Baraka spends his days hacking at the earth, making room for more dead.
"Sometimes we make graves on top of graves," he said.
Baraka and his solemn corps of volunteer gravediggers in the Deir al-Balah cemetery start at sunrise, digging new trenches or reopening existing ones. The dead can sometimes come from kilometers (miles) away, stretches of Gaza where burial grounds are destroyed or unreachable. 
The cemetery is 70 years old. A quarter of its graves are new.
The death toll in Gaza since the beginning of the 10-month-old Israel-Hamas war has passed 40,000, according to the Health Ministry in the Hamas-run territory. The count does not distinguish civilians from militants. 
The small, densely populated strip of land is now packed with bodies.

    


They fill morgues and overflow cemeteries. Families, fleeing repeatedly to escape offensives, bury their dead wherever possible: in backyards and parking lots, beneath staircases and along roadsides, according to witness accounts and video footage. Others lie under rubble, their families unsure they will ever be counted.




"One large cemetery"
A steady drumbeat of death since October has claimed nearly 2% of Gaza's prewar population. Health officials and civil defense workers say the true toll could be thousands more, including bodies under rubble that the United Nations says weighs 40 million tons.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It seems," Palestinian author Yousri Alghoul wrote for the Institute for Palestine Studies, "that Gaza's fate is to become one large cemetery, with its streets, parks, and homes, where the living are merely dead awaiting their turn."
Israel began striking Gaza after Hamas-led militants stormed across the Israeli border on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking some 250 others hostage. Israel seeks Hamas' destruction and claims it confines its attacks to militants. It blames Hamas for civilian deaths, saying the militants operate from residential neighborhoods laced with tunnels. The fighting has killed 329 Israeli soldiers.

    


Even in death, Palestinians have been displaced by Israel's offensives. 
Palestinians move corpses, shielding them from the path of war. Israel's military has dug up, plowed over and bombed more than 20 cemeteries, according to satellite imagery analyzed by investigative outlet Bellingcat. Troops have taken scores of bodies into Israel, searching for hostages. Trucked back to Gaza, the bodies are often decomposed and unidentifiable, buried quickly in a mass grave.
Israel's military told The Associated Press that it is attempting to rescue hostage bodies where intelligence indicates they may be located. It said bodies determined not to be hostages are returned "with dignity and respect." 
Haneen Salem, a photographer and writer from northern Gaza, has lost over 270 extended family members in bombardments and shelling. Salem said between 15 and 20 of them have been disinterred -- some after troops destroyed cemeteries and others moved by relatives out of fear Israeli forces would destroy their graves.

    


"I don't know how to explain what it feels like to see the bodies of my loved ones lying on the ground, scattered, a piece of flesh here and bone there," she said. "After the war, if we remain alive, we will dig a new grave and spread roses and water over it for their good souls."
Honoring the dead
In peacetime, Gaza funerals were large family affairs. 
The corpse would be washed and wrapped in a shroud, according to Islamic tradition. After prayers over the body at a mosque, a procession would take it to the graveyard, where it would be laid on its right side facing east, toward Mecca.
The rituals are the most basic way to honor the dead, said Hassan Fares. "This does not exist in Gaza." 
Twenty-five members of Fares' family were killed by an airstrike on Oct. 13 in northern Gaza. Without gravediggers available, Fares dug three ditches in a cemetery, burying four cousins, his aunt and his uncle. Survivors whispered quick prayers over the distant hum of warplanes. 

    


Those who died early in the war might have been the lucky ones, Fares said. They had funerals, even if brief.
Nawaf al-Zuriei, a morgue worker at Deir al-Balah's Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, is on the front lines of the rush of dead. Workers cover the damaged bodies in plastic to avoid bloodstains on white shrouds. 
"We wipe the blood off the face so it's in a suitable state for his loved ones to bid him farewell," he said. 
Following Israeli troop withdrawals, dozens of bodies are left on streets. With fuel scarce, workers collecting the dead fill trucks with corpses, strapping some on top to save gas, said civil defense official Mohammed el-Mougher.
Headstones are rare; some graves are marked with chunks of rubble.
When a corpse remains unidentified, workers place a plastic placard at the grave, bearing the burial date, identification number and where the body was found. 

    


Searching for lost loved ones
The uncertain fate of relatives' bodies haunts families.
Mousa Jomaa, an orthopedist who lives in al-Ram in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, has watched from afar as the war claimed 21 relatives in Gaza.
Jomaa's cousin Mohammed was killed in an Israeli airstrike early in the war while operating an ambulance in southern Gaza and was buried in Rafah, away from the family's home in central Gaza. The cemetery was damaged in a later offensive. There's no sign of Mohammed's body, Jomaa said.
A strike in December then destroyed Jomaa's uncle's house, killing his aunt and her children, 8-year-old Mira and 10-year-old Omar. Jomaa's uncle, Dr. Hani Jomaa, rushed home to search the rubble. Before he could find Mira's body, a strike killed him too.
Because her body has not been recovered, Mira has not been counted among the dead, said Jomaa, who showed a photo of the young girl standing beside her brother, with a rainbow handbag matching her barrette.
In July, an Israeli tank killed two more cousins, Mohammed and Baha. Baha's body was torn apart, and the shelling made it too dangerous to collect the remains for weeks.
Jomaa said that come the end of the war, he plans to visit Gaza to search for Mira's remains.
Smashed graves and cemeteries off-limits
Israeli evacuation orders cover much of Gaza, leaving some of the largest cemeteries off-limits.
Jake Godin, a Bellingcat researcher, has used satellite imagery to document destruction to more than 20 cemeteries. Sandy, bulldozed expanses appear where some cemeteries once stood. Gaza City's Sheikh Radwan graveyard is cratered. In Gaza's Eastern Cemetery, roads carved by heavy vehicles bury headstones under tire tracks, he said.
"Anywhere the (Israeli military) is active, they bulldoze and destroy the ground without regard to cemeteries," Godin said.
The military told the AP it does not have a policy of destroying graves. "The unfortunate reality of ground warfare in condensed civilian areas" can result in harm to cemeteries, it said, adding it found Hamas tunnels underneath a cemetery east of the southern city of Khan Younis. 
Mahmoud Alkrunz, a student in Turkey, said his father, mother, two brothers, sister and three of his siblings' children were buried in the Bureij refugee camp's cemetery after Israel bombed their home.
When Israel withdrew from Bureij in January, the graves were found unearthed. Alkrunz fainted when his uncle delivered the news.
"We don't know what has happened to the bodies," he said.
___
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. AP correspondent Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, contributed. 
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaza-war-hamas-dead-graves-40000-988d16b648e06e222f04964dc9440da0
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Mediators hold new Gaza cease-fire talks and hope to head off a wider war

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Families of hostages held in Gaza protested in front of Independence Hall in Tel Aviv on Thursday, demanding an immediate cease-fire deal that would return their loved ones home.
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            Relatives and supporters of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza hold photos of their loved ones during a protest calling for their return in Tel Aviv, Israel, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A worker unzips a body bag to display a Palestinian family, consisting of five children aged 2 to 11 and their parents, in the morgue at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, after an Israeli strike hit their home in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from Hamad City, following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave parts of the southern area of Khan Younis, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinian Rania Abdelfattah, 34, who was badly injured during what she said a rocket attack at her home in Deir al-Balah killing most of her family, during the war in Gaza, receives medical treatment at the New Administrative Capital Hospital, just outside Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            Senior Advisor to U.S. President Joe Biden Amos Hochstein, gestures as he meets with Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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                                        DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- International mediators held a new round of talks Thursday aimed at halting the Israel-Hamas war and securing the release of scores of hostages, with a potential deal seen as the best hope of heading off an even larger regional conflict.
The United States, Qatar and Egypt met with an Israeli delegation in Qatar as the Palestinian death toll from the 10-month-old war climbed past 40,000, according to Gaza health authorities. Hamas, which did not participate directly, accuses Israel of adding new demands to a previous proposal that had U.S. and international support and to which Hamas had agreed in principle.
White House National Security spokesperson John Kirby called the talks an important step and said they're expected to run into Friday. He said a lot of work remains given the complexity of the agreement and that negotiators were focusing on its implementation.

    


A cease-fire in Gaza would likely calm tensions across the region. Diplomats hope it would persuade Iran and Lebanon's Hezbollah to hold off on retaliating for the killing of a top Hezbollah commander in an Israeli airstrike in Beirut and of Hamas' top political leader in an explosion in Tehran.




Kirby said that Iran has made preparations and could attack soon with little to zero warning and that its rhetoric should be taken seriously. 
The mediators have spent months trying to hammer out a three-phase plan in which Hamas would release scores of hostages captured in the Oct. 7 attack that triggered the war in exchange for a lasting cease-fire, the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and the release of Palestinians imprisoned by Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both sides have agreed in principle to the plan, which President Joe Biden announced on May 31. But Hamas has proposed "amendments" and Israel has suggested "clarifications," leading each side to accuse the other of making new demands it cannot accept.

    


Gaps remain even after months of talks

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Mediators are set to hold new Gaza cease-fire talks and hoping to head off a wider war
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the latest Gaza ceasefire talks.

    

Hamas has rejected Israel's latest demands, which include a lasting military presence along the border with Egypt and a line bisecting Gaza where it would search Palestinians returning to their homes to root out militants. Hamas spokesperson Osama Hamdan told The Associated Press the group is only interested in discussing the implementation of Biden's proposal and not in further negotiations over its content.
A Palestinian official who closely follows the negotiations said Hamas would not take part in Thursday's talks but that its senior officials, who reside in Qatar, were ready to discuss any proposals from the mediators, as they have in past rounds.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu denies Israel has made new demands, but he has also repeatedly raised questions over whether the cease-fire would last, saying Israel remains committed to "total victory" against Hamas and the release of all the hostages.
The most intractable dispute has been over the transition from the first phase of the cease-fire -- when women, children and other vulnerable hostages would be released -- and the second, when captive Israeli soldiers would be freed and a permanent cease-fire would take hold.

    


Hamas is concerned that Israel will resume the war after the first batch of hostages is released. Israel worries that Hamas will drag out the talks on releasing the remaining hostages indefinitely. Hamdan provided documents showing Hamas had agreed to a U.S. bridging proposal under which talks on the transition would begin by the 16th day of the first phase and conclude by the fifth week.
More recently, Hamas has objected to what it says are new Israeli demands to maintain a presence along the Gaza-Egypt border and a road dividing northern and southern Gaza. Israel denies these are new demands, saying it needs a presence along the border to prevent weapons smuggling and that it must search Palestinians returning to northern Gaza to ensure they are not armed.
The demands were only made public recently. Hamas has demanded a full Israeli military withdrawal, which was also part of all previous versions of the cease-fire proposal, according to documents shared with the AP that were verified by officials involved in the negotiations.

    


On Thursday, U.S. State Department spokesperson Vedant Patel said the broader framework of the deal laid out by Biden in May, has generally been accepted and that the negotiation was a process, which were expected to continue. 
'People have no breath left in them'
The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed across the heavily guarded border on Oct. 7 in an attack that shocked Israel's vaunted security and intelligence services. The fighters rampaged through farming communities and army bases, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians.
They abducted another 250 people. Over 100 were released during a weeklong cease-fire in November, and around 110 are believed to still be inside Gaza, though Israeli authorities believe around a third of them died on Oct. 7 or in captivity. Seven were rescued in military operations.

    


Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed 40,005 Palestinians, Gaza's Health Ministry said Thursday, without saying how many were militants. The offensive has left a swath of destruction across the territory and driven the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million people from their homes, often multiple times.
"Oh Lord, we hope they reach an agreement and the war ends, because the population has been annihilated completely," Abu Nidal Eweini told The Associated Press in the central Gaza city of Deir al-Balah. "People have no breath left in them anymore. People are tired."
Successive evacuation orders and military operations have driven hundreds of thousands of people into a so-called humanitarian zone along the coast where they live in crowded tent camps with few services. Aid groups have struggled to deliver food and supplies, prompting warnings of famine. 
Hamas has suffered major losses, but its fighters have repeatedly managed to regroup, even in heavily destroyed areas where Israeli forces had previously operated.
Hezbollah has meanwhile traded fire with Israel along the border in what the Lebanese militant group says is a support front for its ally, Hamas. Other Iran-backed groups across the region have attacked Israeli, American and international targets, drawing retaliation.
Iran and Israel traded fire directly for the first time in April, after Iran retaliated for an apparent Israeli strike on its embassy compound in Syria that killed two Iranian generals. Many fear a repeat after the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was visiting Iran for the inauguration of its new president. The explosion was widely blamed on Israel. Israel has not said whether it was involved.
Hezbollah has meanwhile vowed to avenge the killing of its commander, Fouad Shukur, raising fears of an even more devastating sequel to the 2006 war between Israel and the militant group.
Still, Iran and Hezbollah say they do not want a full-blown war, and a cease-fire in Gaza could provide an off-ramp after days of escalating threats and a massive military build-up across the region.
___
Goldenberg reported from Tel Aviv, Israel. Associated Press writers Bassem Mroue in Beirut; Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip; Aamer Madhani in Washington and David Klepper in Chicago, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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White House says deals struck to cut prices of popular Medicare drugs that cost $50 billion yearly
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                    FILE - President Joe Biden leaves after speaking about prescription drug costs at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md., Dec. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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    More info: See how drug prices will change after Medicare price negotiations


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration said Thursday that drug price negotiations will knock hundreds of dollars -- in some cases thousands -- off the list prices of 10 of Medicare's most popular and costliest drugs.
The discounts, agreed to after months of negotiations with drug manufacturers, range between 38% and 79% on the medication's list price, which is the cost of medication before discounts or rebates are applied -- not the price people actually pay for prescriptions.
Medicare spent $50 billion covering the drugs last year and taxpayers are expected to save $6 billion on the new prices, which do not go into effect until 2026. Older adults could save as much as $1.5 billion in total on their medications in out-of-pocket costs. Administration officials released few details about how they arrived at those calculations.
The newly negotiated prices will impact the price of drugs used by millions of older Americans to help manage diabetes, blood cancers and prevent heart failure or blood clots. The drugs include the blood thinners Xarelto and Eliquis and diabetes drugs Jardiance and Januvia.

    


It's a landmark deal for the Medicare program, which provides health care coverage for more than 67 million older and disabled Americans. For decades, the federal government had been barred from bartering with pharmaceutical companies over the price of their drugs, even though it's a routine process for private insurers. 




"For years, millions of Americans were forced to choose between paying for medications or putting food on the table, while Big Pharma blocked Medicare from being able to negotiate prices on behalf of seniors and people with disabilities," President Joe Biden said in a statement. "But we fought back -- and won."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The drug deals will become a focal point for Vice President Kamala Harris' presidential campaign, especially since she cast the tiebreaking vote to pass the law. She will join Biden on Thursday to announce the drug prices, in what will be their first joint speaking appearance since she replaced him at the top of the Democratic ticket, as they both struggle to persuade voters that costs will trend down after years of above-normal inflation. 

    


Harris is set to release part of her economic agenda on Friday in North Carolina, where she plans to detail other ways to help cut costs and boost incomes for the middle class.
The pair last appeared publicly together to welcome back to the U.S. Americans detained in Russia who were freed as part of a massive prisoner swap earlier this month.
Powerful drug companies unsuccessfully tried to file lawsuits to stop the negotiations, which became law in 2022, when a Democratic-controlled Congress passed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), overhauling several Medicare prescription drug regulations. But executives of those companies have also hinted in recent weeks during earnings calls that they don't expect the negotiations to impact their bottom line. 
Pharmaceutical officials blasted the news from the White House, saying it will spread health care costs to taxpayers in other ways, including their Medicare premiums. 

    


"The administration is using the IRA's price-setting scheme to drive political headlines, but patients will be disappointed when they find out what it means for them," Steve Ubl, the president of the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA). "The ironically named Inflation Reduction Act is a bad deal being forced on American patients: higher costs, more frustrating insurance denials and fewer treatments and cures for our loved ones."
Next year, the Department of Health and Human Services can select another 15 drugs for price negotiations. 
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Zelenskyy says Ukrainian troops have taken full control of the Russian town of Sudzha

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday that Ukraine is reaching its "strategic goal" in the offensive in the Kursk region. Zelenskyy said in a nightly address that the advance had significantly increased the "exchange fund" for Ukraine.
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            Zelenskyy says Ukraine reaching its 'strategic goal' in Kursk region, hints at increased leverage

        
        
            President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday that Ukraine is reaching its "strategic goal" in the offensive in the Kursk region. Zelenskyy said in a nightly address that the advance had significantly increased the "exchange fund" for Ukraine.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Zelenskyy says Ukraine reaching its 'strategic goal' in Kursk region, hints at increased leverage
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday that Ukraine is reaching its "strategic goal" in the offensive in the Kursk region. Zelenskyy said in a nightly address that the advance had significantly increased the "exchange fund" for Ukraine.
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            Evacuations in Russia's Kursk region continue as Ukrainian cross-border incursion enters second week

        
        
            Russian state media aired footage on Wednesday of people being evacuated from villages in the Kursk region and taking shelter at a local boxing center. Dozens of evacuees lined up in the Kursk region to receive humanitarian aid.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Evacuations in Russia's Kursk region continue as Ukrainian cross-border incursion enters second week
Russian state media aired footage on Wednesday of people being evacuated from villages in the Kursk region and taking shelter at a local boxing center. Dozens of evacuees lined up in the Kursk region to receive humanitarian aid.
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows the Borisoglebsk Air Base in Russia after an attack by Ukrainian drones on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a damaged hangar at the Borisoglebsk Air Base in Russia after an attack by Ukrainian drones on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            A Ukrainian tank passes by a burning car near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Security Service Press Office, over 100 Russian prisoners of war captured by a Security Service special unit during one military action are seen in a shelter in Kursk region, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Ukrainian Security Service Press Office via AP)
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                                    In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Security Service Press Office, over 100 Russian prisoners of war captured by a Security Service special unit during one military action are seen in a shelter in Kursk region, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Ukrainian Security Service Press Office via AP)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a damaged hangar at the Borisoglebsk Air Base in Russia after an attack by Ukrainian drones on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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                                    This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a damaged hangar at the Borisoglebsk Air Base in Russia after an attack by Ukrainian drones on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows damaged fighter jets at the Borisoglebsk Air Base in Russia after an attack by Ukrainian drones on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Security Service Press Office, over 100 Russian prisoners of war captured by a Security Service special unit during one military action are seen in a shelter in Kursk region, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Ukrainian Security Service Press Office via AP)
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                                    In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Security Service Press Office, over 100 Russian prisoners of war captured by a Security Service special unit during one military action are seen in a shelter in Kursk region, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Ukrainian Security Service Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo taken from a video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, Russian soldiers load Giatsint-B self-propelled gun at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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                                    In this photo taken from a video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, Russian soldiers load Giatsint-B self-propelled gun at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            An elderly woman walks along the road near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday that his country's troops had taken full control of the Russian town of Sudzha, which would be the largest population center to fall under Ukraine's purview since the start of its cross-border incursion more than a week ago.

Although it only had a prewar population of around 5,000 people, Sudzha is the administrative center for the border area of Russia's Kursk region and is larger than any of the other small towns or settlements that Ukrainian forces have reportedly taken since the incursion began Aug. 6. Sudzha holds a measuring station for Russian natural gas that flows through Ukrainian pipelines to Europe and accounts for about 3% of Europe's imports. There was no immediate indication of any disruption to the gas flow through the town.

Zelenskyy said a Ukrainian military command office was being set up in Sudzha, which suggests Ukraine might plan to remain in the Kursk region long-term -- or just signal Moscow that it might intend to do so. Zelenskyy didn't elaborate on what functions the office might handle, although he said earlier that Ukraine would be distributing humanitarian aid to the Sudzha residents in need. 

    



Russia didn't immediately respond to Zelenskyy's statement, but its defense ministry said earlier Thursday that Russian forces had blocked Ukrainian attempts to take several other communities.





The surprise Ukrainian incursion has caused chaos in the Kursk region, causing the evacuation of more than 120,000 civilians, according to Russian authorities, and leading to the capture of at least 100 Russian troops, according to Kyiv. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Although Russian military bloggers report that Russian reserves that were sent to the Kursk region have slowed Ukrainian advances, questions remain over whether the incursion might force Moscow to move troops from front-line positions in eastern Ukraine, where they've made slow but steady advances this year, to defend embattled Russian territory. 

    



White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Thursday that Russia had withdrawn some forces, including infantry units, from Ukraine and was shifting them to Kursk, but that the U.S. didn't know how many troops were involved.

However, a U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to comment publicly said it doesn't appear the Russians have moved a sufficient number of armored battalions or other types of combat power from the front-line in Ukraine to the Kursk region and will need to shift more troops to repel Kyiv's forces.

Russian military bloggers reported that Ukrainian small mechanized groups have continued to probe Russian defenses. And satellite images analyzed by The Associated Press on Thursday show that a Ukrainian drone attack on Russian air bases damaged at least two hangars and other areas.

Images taken Wednesday by Planet Labs PBC show that two hangars at Borisoglebsk Air Base had been struck, with a field of debris around both. It was not immediately clear what purpose the hangars served. There also appeared to be potential damage to two fighter aircraft at the base.

    



Separately, at Savasleika Air Base, one burn mark could be seen just off the runway in images Wednesday, though there was no apparent damage to the fighter jets and other aircraft there.

Kursk acting Gov. Alexei Smirnov on Thursday ordered the evacuation of the Glushkovo region, about 45 kilometers (28 miles) northwest of Sudzha. The order suggests that Ukrainian forces were gradually advancing toward the area.

At a facility receiving evacuees, Tatyana Anikeyeva told Russian state television about her ordeal fleeing from the fighting. "We were rushing from Sudzha. ... We hid in the bushes. Volunteers were handing out water, food, bread to people on the go. The sound of the cannonade continued without any break. The house was shaking."

Evacuees milled around and waited in long lines for food and other supplies. One man stroked his pet dog and tried to comfort her, while saying that he felt nauseous and had no appetite.

    



Russia also declared a federal-level state of emergency in the Belgorod region, a day after a regional-level declaration was made for the area. The change in status suggests that officials believe the situation is worsening and hampering the region's ability to deliver aid.

Under the upgraded declaration, residents who suffer severe health damage will be eligible to receive payments of up to 600,000 rubles ($6,600). Those who experience a loss of property are eligible for up to 150,000 rubles ($1,700), Russia's Emergencies Ministry said.

Ukraine's chief military officer, Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, said earlier this week that Ukrainian forces had taken 1,000 square kilometers (about 390 square miles) of the Kursk region, though his claim couldn't be independently verified. The contact lines in Kursk have remained fluid, allowing both sides to maneuver easily, unlike the static front line in eastern Ukraine where it has taken Russian forces months to achieve even incremental gains.

    



Russian officials have pushed back on Syrskyi's territorial claim. 

"What's happening in Kursk is the incursion of terrorist sabotage groups, so there is no front line as such," Russia's deputy U.N. ambassador, Dmitry Polyansky, told reporters Wednesday. "There is an incursion because there are forests that are very difficult to control."

Polyansky called the incursion an "absolutely reckless and mad operation," and said Ukraine's aim to force Russia to move its troops from eastern Ukraine is not happening because "we have enough troops there."

___

Associated Press reporters Jim Heintz in Tallinn, Estonia, Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report.
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Donald Trump asks judge to delay sentencing in hush money case until after November election
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                    FILE - Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court during jury deliberations in his criminal hush money trial in New York, May 30, 2024. (Steven Hirsch/New York Post via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump is asking the judge in his New York hush money criminal case to delay his sentencing until after the November presidential election.
In a letter made public Thursday, lawyers for the former president and current Republican nominee suggested that sentencing Trump as scheduled on Sept. 18 -- about seven weeks before Election Day -- would amount to election interference.
Trump's lawyers wrote that a delay would also allow Trump time to weigh next steps after the trial judge, Juan M. Merchan, is expected to rule Sept. 16 on the defense's request to overturn the verdict and dismiss the case because of the U.S. Supreme Court's July presidential immunity ruling.
"There is no basis for continuing to rush," Trump lawyers Todd Blanche and Emil Bove wrote.
Blanche and Bove sent the letter to Merchan on Wednesday after the judge rejected the defense's latest request that he step aside from the case.

    


In the letter, Blanche and Bove reiterated the defense argument that the judge has a conflict of interest because his daughter works as a Democratic political consultant, including for Kamala Harris when she sought the 2020 presidential nomination. Harris is now running against Trump.




By adjourning the sentencing until after that election, "the Court would reduce, even if not eliminate, issues regarding the integrity of any future proceedings," the lawyers wrote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Election Day is Nov. 5, but many states allow voters to cast ballots early, with some set to start the process just a few days before or after Trump's scheduled Sept. 18 sentencing date.
Merchan, who has said he is confident in his ability to remain fair and impartial, did not immediately rule on the delay request.
The Manhattan district attorney's office, which prosecuted Trump's case, declined to comment.
Trump was convicted in May of falsifying his business' records to conceal a 2016 deal to pay off porn actor Stormy Daniels to stay quiet about her alleged 2006 sexual encounter with him. Prosecutors cast the payout as part of a Trump-driven effort to keep voters from hearing salacious stories about him during his first campaign. 

    


Trump says all the stories were false, the business records were not and the case was a political maneuver meant to damage his current campaign. Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg is a Democrat. 
Trump's defense argued that the payments were indeed for legal work and so were correctly categorized.
Falsifying business records is punishable by up to four years behind bars. Other potential sentences include probation, a fine or a conditional discharge which would require Trump to stay out of trouble to avoid additional punishment. Trump is the first ex-president convicted of a crime.
Trump has pledged to appeal, but that cannot happen until he is sentenced.
In a previous letter, Merchan set Sept. 18 for "the imposition of sentence or other proceedings as appropriate."
Blanche and Bove argued in their letter seeking a delay that the quick turnaround from the scheduled immunity ruling on Sept. 16 to sentencing two days later is unfair to Trump.

    


To prepare for sentencing, the lawyers said, prosecutors will be submitting their punishment recommendation while Merchan is still weighing whether to dismiss the case on immunity grounds. If Merchan rules against Trump on the dismissal request, he will need "adequate time to assess and pursue state and federal appellate options," they said.
The Supreme Court's immunity decision reins in prosecutions of ex-presidents for official acts and restricts prosecutors in pointing to official acts as evidence that a president's unofficial actions were illegal. Trump's lawyers argue that in light of the ruling, jurors in the hush money case should not have heard such evidence as former White House staffers describing how the then-president reacted to news coverage of the Daniels deal.
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Vance and Walz agree to a vice presidential debate on Oct. 1 hosted by CBS News
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio speaks at a campaign event, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Byron Center, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks at the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Convention in Los Angeles, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and Ohio Sen. JD Vance have agreed to debate each other on Oct. 1, setting up a matchup of potential vice presidents as early voting in some states gets underway for the general election.
CBS News on Wednesday posted on its X feed that the network had invited both Vance and Walz to debate in New York City, presenting four possible dates -- Sept. 17, Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and Oct. 8 -- as options.
Walz reposted that message from his own campaign account, "See you on October 1, JD." The Harris-Walz campaign followed up with a message of its own, saying Walz "looks forward to debating JD Vance -- if he shows up."
Vance posted on X that he would accept the Oct. 1 invitation. He also challenged Walz to meet on Sept. 18.
Officials with the Kamala Harris-Walz campaign did not immediately return a message seeking comment on Vance's acceptance of the earlier debate that he said would be on CNN or whether Walz would participate in that one as well.

    


Representatives for CNN confirmed that Vance had accepted the network's debate invitation. 
"CBS Evening News" anchor Norah O'Donnell and Margaret Brennan of "Face the Nation" will moderate the Oct. 1 debate, according to the network.




Whether or not Walz and Vance would debate before the Nov. 5 general election had been in question. In just the past several weeks, President Joe Biden left the campaign and Democrats selected Harris to lead their ticket.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vance has largely kept his focus trained on Harris, whom he would have been set to debate before Biden's departure from the race. Vance has lobbed critiques against Walz, including questioning the retired Army National Guardsman's service record.
Former President Donald Trump, the GOP presidential nominee, has said he wanted Vance to debate Walz on CBS, which had been discussing potential dates for that meeting.

    


The debate is expected weeks after the Sept. 10 top-of-the-ticket debate recently solidified between Trump and Harris on ABC News. 
Trump has said he negotiated several other debate dates, on three different networks. Fox News has also proposed a debate between Harris and Trump to take place on Sept. 4, and NBC News is angling to air one on Sept. 25. 
During an appearance in Michigan, Harris said she was "happy to have that conversation" about an additional debate.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP ___
AP Media writer David Bauder in New York contributed to this report.
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Venezuelan opposition leader rejects Brazil's idea of redoing Venezuela's presidential vote
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                    Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva attends the opening session of the forum titled A Project for Brazil, focused on energy transition and South American integration, at the National Confederation of Industry headquarters in Brasilia, Brazil, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado on Thursday rejected a proposal from Brazil's president that Venezuela hold a new presidential election following the contested results of last month's vote.
Her comments came shortly after Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said that he still doesn't recognize Nicolas Maduro as the winner of last month's presidential election in Venezuela, and that his counterpart could call for a new vote "if he has good sense."
He also said that Maduro still owes an explanation to Brazilians and the rest of the world.
Machado said during a virtual press conference with Argentine media that redoing the election would be "an insult" to the people, and she asked if second election were held and Maduro still didn't accept the results, "do we go for a third one?"
Brazil is by far South America's largest nation and shares one of Venezuela's longest land borders. Unlike many other nations that have either recognized Maduro or Gonzalez as the winner, the governments of Brazil, Colombia and Mexico have taken a more neutral stance by neither rejecting nor accepting it when Venezuela's electoral authorities declared Maduro the winner at the ballot box.

    


"Maduro still has six months left in his term. He is the president regardless of the election. If he has good sense, he could call upon the people of Venezuela, perhaps even call for new elections, create an electoral committee and allow observers from around the world to monitor," Lula said in an interview with Radio T.




In a joint statement, the three countries called on Venezuela's electoral body to release tens of thousands of vote tally sheets, considered the ultimate proof of results.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Under Lula, the country has been an important mediator, including the Barbados Agreement reached in October, when Maduro's administration and political opposition reached an agreement on a new election that triggered relief from U.S. sanctions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Celso Amorim, Lula's closest international adviser and former foreign relations minister, went to Caracas in July to monitor the election. Speaking to a Senate committee Thursday morning, Amorim said that a new election would need to be verified in a solid and robust manner. 

    


Venezuelan law allows for another vote whenever the National Electoral Council or judicial authorities annul an election found to be fraudulent or whose outcome was impossible to determine. The new election must take place within six to 12 months under the same conditions as the annulled vote and the same candidates must appear on the ballot.
Logistics, laws and costs aside, a new election would be a risky gamble for Maduro and his allies as July's vote and subsequent protests showed they have lost support across the country and can no longer bank on a cadre of die-hard supporters, known as "Chavistas," as well as public employees and others whose businesses or employment depend on the state to comfortably beat opponents.
Although electoral authorities declared Maduro the winner of the highly anticipated election, they have yet to produce detailed voting tallies to back up their claim. The opposition, however, revealed that it collected tally sheets from more than 80% of the 30,000 electronic voting machines nationwide, showing that Maduro lost by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

    


An AP review of the tally sheets released indicates that Gonzalez won significantly more votes than the government has claimed. The analysis casts serious doubt on the official declaration that Maduro won.
The AP processed almost 24,000 images representing the results from 79% of voting machines, resulting in tabulations of 10.26 million votes. The processed tally sheets also showed Gonzalez receiving more votes on 20,476 receipts compared to only 3,157 for Maduro.
___
Regina Garcia Cano in Caracas, Venezuela ,and Joshua Goodman in Miami, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-lula-venezuela-election-maduro-1c3afbf01f4c85e7903c2fc3d7fdbf38



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



How a small group of nuns in rural Kansas vex big companies with their investment activism
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                    Benedictine sisters, Rose Marie Stallbaumer, left, and Barbara McCracken, right, look through corporate resolution archives and newspaper clippings at the Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kan. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Kansas nuns invest to hold companies accountable

        
        
            The Benedictine Sisters, who recently gained notoriety for denouncing a graduation speech given by the Kansas City Chiefs kicker, are no strangers to social justice. For the past two decades the sisters have taken their beliefs to the bank, using investments as social activism. (AP video by Jessie Wardarski)
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The Benedictine Sisters, who recently gained notoriety for denouncing a graduation speech given by the Kansas City Chiefs kicker, are no strangers to social justice. For the past two decades the sisters have taken their beliefs to the bank, using investments as social activism. (AP video by Jessie Wardarski)
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            1 of 17 | 
            Benedictine sisters, Rose Marie Stallbaumer, left, and Barbara McCracken, right, look through corporate resolution archives and newspaper clippings at the Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. For the past two decades the community has participated in activist investing, a process in which they partner with other religious organizations to buy the stocks of companies they hope to positively influence. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Investment and resolution archives at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sisters join in song during evening prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Light shines on a statue of Jesus in the chapel at the monastery of the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine sisters in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Benedictine sisters join in song during morning prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kan., Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Benedictine sisters sit in silence during evening prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            The sun rises over the grounds of the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine sisters' monastery in Atchison, Kan., Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sister Helen Mueting walks through the community's workshop at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sister Barbara McCracken looks through prior resolutions filed against various corporations, including Alphabet, Meta, Netflix and Chevron, at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. McCracken currently serves in the monastery's business office helping with shareholder resolutions and investments. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 17

                                    
                                    Sister Barbara McCracken looks through prior resolutions filed against various corporations, including Alphabet, Meta, Netflix and Chevron, at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. McCracken currently serves in the monastery's business office helping with shareholder resolutions and investments. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 17 | 
            Sister Barbara McCracken looks through prior resolutions filed against various corporations, including Alphabet, Meta, Netflix and Chevron, at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. McCracken currently serves in the monastery's business office helping with shareholder resolutions and investments. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sisters leave the chapel after morning prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Benedictine sisters join in song during evening prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sister Helen Mueting feeds the chickens at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sister Elaine Fischer rides through the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery grounds with Sophie, the community's dog, on Wednesday, July 17, 2024, in Atchison, Kansas. Fischer serves in maintenance at the monastery, caring for the buildings and grounds. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Beehives at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine sisters' monastery in Atchison, Kan., Wednesday, July 17, 2024. Over the years the sisters have tried to implement more sustainable practices at the monastery, such as solar energy and beekeeping. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sisters join for breakfast after prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., Wednesday, July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Sister Mary Margaret Kean reads a commentary on the Gospel after Wednesday morning prayer at the Mount St. Scholastica Benedictine monastery in Atchison, Kan., July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        ATCHISON, Kansas (AP) -- Among corporate America's most persistent shareholder activists are 80 nuns in a monastery outside Kansas City.
Nestled amid rolling farmland, the Benedictine sisters of Mount St. Scholastica have taken on the likes of Google, Target and Citigroup -- calling on major companies to do everything from AI oversight to measuring pesticides to respecting the rights of Indigenous people.

"Some of these companies, they just really hate us," said Sister Barbara McCracken, who leads the nuns' corporate responsibility program. "Because we're small, we're just like a little fly in the ointment trying to irritate them." 
At a time when activist investing has become politically polarized, these nuns are no strangers to making a statement. Recently they went viral for denouncing the commencement speech of Kansas City Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker at the nearby college they cofounded.

    


When Butker suggested the women graduates of Benedictine College would most cherish their roles as wives and mothers, the nuns - who are noticeably neither wives nor mothers - expressed concern with "the assertion that being a homemaker is the highest calling for a woman."




After all, women's education has been a mainstay of their community, which founded dozens of schools. Many of the sisters have doctorates. Most have worked professional jobs - their ranks include a physician, a canon lawyer and a concert violinist - and they have always shared what they earned.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They invest what little they have in corporations that match their religious ideals, but also keep a bit in some that don't, so they can push those companies to change policies they view as harmful.
This past spring and summer, when many companies gathered for annual meetings with their shareholders, the nuns proposed a string of resolutions based on stock they own, some in amounts as little as $2,000.

    


The sisters asked Chevron to assess its human rights policies, and for Amazon to publish its lobbying expenditures. They urged Netflix to implement a more detailed code of ethics to ensure non-discrimination and diversity on its board. They proposed that several pharmaceutical companies reconsider patent practices that could hike drug prices.
Up until the 1990s, the nuns had few investments. That changed as they began to set aside money to care for elderly sisters as the community aged.
"We decided it was really important to do it in a responsible way," said Sister Rose Marie Stallbaumer, who was the community's treasurer for years. "We wanted to be sure that we weren't just collecting money to help ourselves at the detriment of others."
Faith-based shareholder activism is often traced to the early 1970s, when religious groups put forth resolutions for American companies to withdraw from South Africa over apartheid.
In 2004, the Mount St. Scholastica sisters joined the Benedictine Coalition for Responsible Investment, an umbrella group run by Sister Susan Mika, a nun based at a Texas monastery who has been working in the field since the 1980s.

    


The Benedictine Coalition works closely with the Interfaith Center for Corporate Responsibility, which acts as a clearinghouse for shareholder resolutions, coordinating with faith-based groups - including dozens of Catholic orders - to leverage assets and file on social justice-oriented topics.
The Benedictines have played a key role at ICCR for years, said Tim Smith, a senior policy advisor for the center. It can be discouraging work, where the needle only moves slightly each year, but he said the sisters "have the endurance of long-distance runners."
The resolutions rarely pass, and even if they do, they're usually non-binding. But they're still an educational tool and a means to raise awareness inside a corporation. The Benedictine sisters have watched over the years as support for some of their resolutions has gone from low single digits to 30% or even a majority.
Gradually environmental causes and human rights concerns have swayed some shareholders, even as a growing backlash foments against investments involving ESG (environmental, social and governance concerns).

    


"We don't give up," Mika said. "We just keep persevering and raising the issues."
It's a form of protest, which comes naturally to McCracken, the longtime peace activist who submits the Kansas nuns' resolutions.
"There's not a protest she wouldn't go to," said Sister Anne Shepard, who rattled off McCracken's past involving anti-war, anti-racism, union-backing demonstrations.

McCracken, who entered the Benedictine community in 1961 and later spent a decade at a Catholic Worker house, calls herself the "odd extrovert" in monastic life, who "hates to miss a party."
She and her sisters live by the rhythms of ancient monasticism, praying and chanting three times a day in their chapel, much as their order has done for 1,500 years.

    


They follow the Benedictine motto to "pray and work," and together the sisters pool their salaries, retirement funds, inheritances and donations to support their ministries and investments.
At the core of much of what they do is the belief that the wealthy have too much, the poor have too little, and more should be shared for the benefit of everyone. Or as they say in Catholic parlance, for the common good.
"To me, it's a continuation of Catholic social teaching," McCracken said of their activist investing.
Catholic social teaching defies tidy American political categories. It's against abortion and the death penalty, for the poor and the immigrant. Pope Francis has renewed his church's call to care for the Earth through his landmark environmental writings. 
The Mount St. Scholastica sisters have long had an ecological focus: Their college's alumni include Wangari Maathai, the late Kenyan environmental activist and Nobel Peace Prize winner.
One of their top concerns these days is climate change, a frequent target of their shareholder resolutions. To do their part, they use their 53 acres of land for compost, solar panels, community gardens and 18 beehives that produced 800 pounds of honey last year.
Their activism has often led to criticisms that they're too liberal, that they're all Democrats.
One reason for that perception is their community is "not at the forefront of opposition to abortion," McCracken said, though she's clear they follow church teaching on the matter. But with so many Catholic groups leading the anti-abortion movement, they find other causes to champion.
The Butker dust-up also prompted plenty of angry calls and emails to the monastery. And it particularly stung because the sisters are devoted Chiefs fans, known to file into chapel decked out in red and gold on game day.
Sister Mary Elizabeth Schweiger, the monastery's prioress, wrote the statement's first draft.
"We reject a narrow definition of what it means to be Catholic," it read, in response to Butker's denigration of "the tyranny of diversity, equity and inclusion."
"It came from a very basic understanding of who we are and the values that we hold true," Schweiger said later in her office. "We just thought that voice had to be heard because we believe very much in being inclusive."
For being bold about what they believe, and wading into controversial subjects, they have both lost and gained supporters for decades.
"Living according to the gospel ... it's going to intersect with politics and economics both," McCracken said. "It's just the nature of being an active citizen."
At nearly 85, McCracken can't be as active as she once was. But shareholder activism provides her with "a sit-down job when you can't go to the streets."
The sisters of Mount St. Scholastica don't retire, not really.
"We don't use that word," McCracken said. "If we still have enough wits about us, we just keep going, you know?"
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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At least 1 arrest made in connection to Matthew Perry's death, law enforcement source says
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Authorities have arrested at least one person in connection with Matthew Perry's death from an accidental ketamine overdose last year, a law enforcement official tells The Associated Press.
The official was not authorized to discuss details of the ongoing investigation and spoke to AP on condition of anonymity. Authorities have scheduled a news conference in Los Angeles to announce details in the case later Thursday morning.
Los Angeles police said in May that they were working with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service with a probe into why the 54-year-old had so much of the surgical anesthetic in his system.
An assistant found Perry face down in his hot tub on Oct. 28, and paramedics who were called immediately declared him dead.
His autopsy, released in December, found that the amount of ketamine in his blood was in the range used for general anesthesia during surgery.

    


The decades-old drug has seen a huge surge in use in recent years as a treatment for depression, anxiety and pain. People close to Perry told coroner's investigators that he was undergoing ketamine infusion therapy.




But the medical examiner said Perry's last treatment 1 1/2 weeks earlier wouldn't explain the levels of ketamine in his blood. The drug is typically metabolized in a matter of hours. At least two doctors were treating Perry, a psychiatrist and an anesthesiologist who served as his primary care physician, the medical examiner's report said. No illicit drugs or paraphernalia were found at his house.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ketamine was listed as the primary cause of death, which was ruled an accident with no foul play suspected, the report said. Drowning and other medical issues were contributing factors, the coroner said.
Perry had years of struggles with addiction dating back to his time on "Friends," when he became one of the biggest television stars of his generation as Chandler Bing alongside Jennifer Aniston, Courteney Cox, Lisa Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc and David Schwimmer for 10 seasons from 1994 to 2004 on NBC's megahit sitcom.
___
Balsamo reported from New York.
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August's supermoon kicks off four months of lunar spectacles. Here's how to watch
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                    FILE - The moon rises through clouds over the skyline of lower Manhattan in this view from West Orange, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 1, 2023, during a supermoon period. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- The first of four supermoons this year rises next week, providing tantalizing views of Earth's constant companion.
Stargazers can catch the first act Monday as the full moon inches a little closer than usual, making it appear slightly bigger and brighter in the night sky. 
"I like to think of the supermoon as a good excuse to start looking at the moon more regularly," said Noah Petro, project scientist for NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter. 
August's supermoon kicks off a string of lunar spectacles. September's supermoon will coincide with a partial lunar eclipse. October's will be the year's closest approach, and November's will round out the year.
What makes a moon so super?
More a popular term than a scientific one, a supermoon occurs when a full lunar phase syncs up with an especially close swing around Earth. This usually happens only three or four times a year and consecutively, given the moon's constantly shifting, oval-shaped orbit. 

    


A supermoon obviously isn't bigger, but it can appear that way, although scientists say the difference can be barely perceptible.
"Unless you have looked at a lot of full moons or compare them in images, it is hard to notice the difference, but people should try," Petro said in an email. 




How do supermoons compare?
There's a quartet of supermoons this year. 
The first will be 224,917 miles (361,970 kilometers) away. The next will be nearly 3,000 miles (4,484 kilometers) closer the night of Sept. 17 into the following morning. A partial lunar eclipse will also unfold that night, visible in much of the Americas, Africa and Europe as the Earth's shadow falls on the moon, resembling a small bite. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

October's supermoon will be the year's closest at 222,055 miles (357,364 kilometers) from Earth, followed by November's supermoon at a distance of 224,853 miles (361,867 kilometers).
What's in it for me?
Scientists point out that only the keenest observers can discern the subtle differences. It's easier to detect the change in brightness -- a supermoon can be 30% brighter than average. 

    


With the U.S. and other countries ramping up lunar exploration with landers and eventually astronauts, the moon beckons brighter than ever. As project scientist for the first team of moonwalkers coming up under Apollo's follow-on program, Artemis, Petro is thrilled by the renewed lunar interest.
"It certainly makes it more fun to stare at," Petro said. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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A new global health emergency: What is mpox, where are the outbreaks and will the virus spread?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The World Health Organization has declared the mpox outbreaks in Congo and elsewhere in Africa a global emergency. 
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            Medical staff talk to each other at the general hospital in Goma, Democratic Republic Of Congo, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024 after the World Health Organization declared the mpox outbreaks in Congo and elsewhere in Africa a global emergency. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            A poster bringing attention to the mpox outbreak hangs at the Goma General Hospital, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            This photo supplied by MSF (Doctors Without Borders) dated May 31, 2023, shows health workers educating children on the symptoms of the mpox disease in Goma, Congo. (Augustin Mudiayi/Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The World Health Organization declared Wednesday that the increasing spread of mpox in Africa is a global health emergency, warning the virus might ultimately spill across international borders. 
The announcement by WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus came after a meeting of the U.N. health agency's emergency committee. The Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention declared mpox a public health emergency on the continent on Tuesday. 
WHO said there have been more than 14,000 cases and 524 deaths in Africa this year, which already exceed last year's figures. 
So far, more than 96% of all cases and deaths are in a single country -- Congo. Scientists are concerned by the spread of a new version of the disease there that might be more easily transmitted among people. 
Here's a look at what we know about mpox, and what might be done to contain it:

    


What is mpox?
Mpox, also known as monkeypox, was first identified by scientists in 1958 when there were outbreaks of a "pox-like" disease in monkeys. Until recently, most human cases were seen in people in central and West Africa who had close contact with infected animals. 




In 2022, the virus was confirmed to spread via sex for the first time and triggered outbreaks in more than 70 countries across the world that had not previously reported mpox. 
Mpox belongs to the same family of viruses as smallpox but causes milder symptoms like fever, chills and body aches. People with more serious cases can develop lesions on the face, hands, chest and genitals.
What's happening in Africa that's causing all this concern?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The number of cases has jumped dramatically. Last week, the Africa CDC reported that mpox has now been detected in at least 13 African countries. Compared with the same period last year, the agency said cases are up 160% and deaths have increased by 19%. 
Earlier this year, scientists reported the emergence of a new form of mpox in a Congolese mining town that can kill up to 10% of people and may spread more easily.

    


Unlike in previous mpox outbreaks, where lesions were mostly seen on the chest, hands and feet, the new form of mpox causes milder symptoms and lesions on the genitals.
 That makes it harder to spot, meaning people might also sicken others without knowing they're infected, said Dr. Placide Mbala-Kingebeni, a Congolese researcher who led the research into the new form of mpox. 
WHO said mpox was recently identified for the first time in four East African countries: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. All of those outbreaks were linked to the epidemic in Congo. Tedros said there was concern for the further spread of the disease within Africa and beyond.
In the Ivory Coast and South Africa, health authorities have reported outbreaks of a different and less dangerous version of mpox that spread worldwide in 2022 and infected nearly 100,000 people.
What's the threat to the rest of the world?
Like any infectious disease, the new form of mpox seen in Congo could cross borders -- cases have already been detected in four other East African countries. 
On Thursday, Sweden's public health agency said it identified the first case of the new mpox variant in someone who had recently been in Africa, and who sought health care in Stockholm.

    


Officials said the risk to the general public was considered "very low" and that they expected sporadic imported cases to continue.
Kamituga, the region in Congo where the new form of mpox was first spotted, is home to a significant transient population traveling through Africa and beyond. 
Still, given the resources in rich countries to stop mpox, scientists suspect that if new outbreaks linked to Congo were to be identified, transmission could be stopped relatively quickly. 
Unlike COVID-19 or measles, mpox is not airborne and typically requires close, skin-to-skin contact to spread. 
What does an emergency declaration mean?
WHO's emergency declaration is meant to spur donor agencies and countries into action. But the global response to previous declarations has been mixed.
Africa CDC Director General Dr. Jean Kaseya said the agency's declaration of a public health emergency was meant "to mobilize our institutions, our collective will and our resources to act swiftly and decisively." He appealed to Africa's international partners for help, saying that the escalating caseload in Africa had largely been ignored.

    


Dr. Boghuma Titanji, an infectious diseases expert at Emory University, said the last WHO emergency declaration for mpox "did very little to move the needle" on getting things like diagnostic tests, medicines and vaccines to Africa.

What's different about the current outbreak in Africa compared to the 2022 epidemic?
During the global outbreak of mpox in 2022, gay and bisexual men made up the vast majority of cases and the virus was mostly spread through close contact, including sex.
Although some similar patterns have been seen in Africa, children under 15 now account for more than 70% of the mpox cases and 85% of deaths in Congo.
Greg Ramm, Save the Children's Congo director, said the organization was particularly worried about the spread of mpox in the crowded camps for refugees in the east, noting there were 345,000 children "crammed into tents in unsanitary conditions." He said the country's health system was already "collapsing" under the strain of malnutrition, measles and cholera. 

    


Emory's Titanji said it was unclear why children were so disproportionately hit by mpox in Congo. She said it might be because kids are more susceptible to the virus or that social factors, like overcrowding and exposure to parents who caught the disease, might explain it. 
How might mpox be stopped?
The 2022 outbreak of mpox in dozens of countries was largely shut down with the use of vaccines and treatments in rich countries, in addition to convincing people to avoid risky behavior. But barely any vaccines or treatments have been available in Africa.
Marks, of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said that immunization would likely help -- including inoculating people against smallpox, a related virus.
"We need a large supply of vaccine so that we can vaccinate populations most at risk," he said, adding that would mean sex workers, children and adults living in outbreak regions.
Congolese authorities have asked for 4 million doses mostly for young children , but no doses have yet been received, said Cris Kacita Osako, coordinator of Congo's Monkeypox Response Committee.
___
Associated Press writer Christina Malkia in Kinshasa, Congo, contributed to this report.
___
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More than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza, the territory's Health Ministry says
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US-Russian dual national jailed for 12 years on treason charges for $52 donation to Ukraine

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Russian court on Thursday sentenced U.S.-Russian dual national Ksenia Khavana to 12 years in prison on a treason conviction for allegedly raising money for the Ukrainian military.
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            Ksenia Karelina, also known as Khavana sits in a glass cage in a court room in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. A Russian court on Thursday sentenced U.S.-Russian dual national Ksenia Khavana to 12 years in prison on a treason conviction for allegedly raising money for the Ukrainian military. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Ksenia Karelina, also known by the last name of Khavana, sits in a defendant's cage in a court in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            Ksenia Karelina, also known as Khavana speaks with her lawyer standing in a glass cage in a court room in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. A Russian court on Thursday sentenced U.S.-Russian dual national Ksenia Khavana to 12 years in prison on a treason conviction for allegedly raising money for the Ukrainian military. (AP Photo)
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            Ksenia Karelina, also known as Khavana sits in a glass cage in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. A Russian court on Thursday sentenced U.S.-Russian dual national Ksenia Khavana to 12 years in prison on a treason conviction for allegedly raising money for the Ukrainian military. (AP Photo)
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                                        YEKATERINBURG, Russia (AP) -- U.S.-Russian dual national Ksenia Khavana was convicted Thursday of treason in a Russian court and sentenced to 12 years in prison on charges stemming from a donation of about $52 to a charity aiding Ukraine.
Khavana, identified by Russian authorities by her maiden name of Ksenia Karelina, was arrested in the Ural Mountains city of Yekaterinburg in February and pleaded guilty in a closed trial last week, news reports said.
Khavana, a 33-year-old former ballet dancer, reportedly obtained U.S. citizenship after marrying an American and moving to Los Angeles. She had returned to Russia to visit her family.
She reportedly had her phone confiscated after arriving in Yekaterinburg in January and police found evidence on the phone of the donation. Soon before her planned departure, she was jailed for 15 days on petty hooliganism charges and then charged with treason.

    


Russia's Federal Security Service said she "proactively collected money in the interests of one of the Ukrainian organizations, which was subsequently used to purchase tactical medical supplies, equipment, weapons, and ammunition for the Ukrainian armed forces."




The rights group The First Department said the charges stem from a $51.80 donation to a U.S. charity. The trial took place in Yekaterinburg, about 880 miles (1,420 kilometers) east of Moscow.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby said that the conviction and sentencing of Khavana was "nothing less than vindictive cruelty." He said U.S. officials were working to gain consular access to Khavana.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're talking about 50 bucks," Kirby added. "To call that treason is absolutely ludicrous"
Khavana's attorney, Mikhail Mushailov, said he planned to appeal the verdict.
"She admitted guilt in part in transferring the funds, but did not admit her intent to transfer the funds to the organizations where they were most likely received," he said. 

    


"She did not assume that the funds she transferred would be used for anti-Russian actions," he said, according to the Interfax news agency. 
Since sending troops into Ukraine in February 2022, Russia has sharply cracked down on dissent and has passed laws that criminalize criticism of the operation in Ukraine and remarks considered to discredit the Russian military. Concern has risen since then that Russia is targeting U.S. nationals for arrest.
In a separate development on Thursday, Moscow's Meshchansky District Court ordered a U.S. citizen identified as Joseph Tater to be held in custody for two months pending a probe on charges of attacking a police officer. A day before, the same court sentenced Tater to 15-day administrative arrest on "petty hooliganism" charges.
Russian state news agencies Tass and RIA-Novosti said that the American became abusive after being asked to show his documents at an upscale hotel on Monday evening. They claimed that the U.S. citizen "behaved aggressively" and used profanities when the hotel refused to accommodate him, citing a lack of required documents. The reports said that the man attacked a police officer when he was taken to a police precinct.

    


Officials at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow said they were aware of the reports, but wouldn't make further comments because of privacy restrictions.
On Aug. 1, Russia and the West held the largest prisoner exchange since the end of the Cold War. Included in the swap was Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich and American corporate security executive Paul Whelan, both of whom were convicted of espionage charges that they vehemently denied, and U.S.-Russian dual national Alsu Kurmasheva, a Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe journalist sentenced to 6 1/2 years for spreading "false information" about the Russian military.
Russia also released several prominent opposition figures who were imprisoned for criticizing the military operation in Ukraine.
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Gena Rowlands, acting powerhouse and star of movies by her director-husband, John Cassavetes, dies

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Gena Rowlands, acting powerhouse and star of John Cassavetes movies, has passed away aged 94. Her death was confirmed by her son, filmmaker Nick Cassavetes. (Aug. 15)
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            FILE - Actor Gena Rowlands poses for a portrait at the London West Hollywood hotel in West Hollywood, Calif., on Dec. 4, 2014. Rowlands, hailed as one of the greatest actors to ever practice the craft and a guiding light in independent cinema as a star in groundbreaking movies by her director husband, John Cassavetes, and later charmed audiences in her son's tear-jerker "The Notebook," has died at age 94. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - U.S. director Nick Cassavetes, son of director John Cassavetes, center back, poses with his sister Xan Cassavetes, from left, his daughter Gena Cassavetes, his mother Gena Rowlands, and his sister Zoe, before the screening of his film "The Notebook" on Sept. 5, 2004, at the 30th American film Festival of Deauville, in Normandy. (AP Photo/Franck Prevel, File)
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            FILE - Actress Gena Rowlands attends the world premiere of 'My Sister's Keeper' on Wednesday, June 24, 2009 in New York. Rowlands, hailed as one of the greatest actors to ever practice the craft and a guiding light in independent cinema as a star in groundbreaking movies by her director husband, John Cassavetes, and later charmed audiences in her son's tear-jerker "The Notebook," has died at age 94. (AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File)
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            FILE - Actress Gena Rowlands and actor Beau Bridges hold up their Emmys for Best Actress and Best Actor for Miniseries or Special during the 44th Annual Emmy Awards in Pasadena, Calif., Aug. 30, 1992. Rowlands received the Emmy for "Face Of A Stranger" and Bridges for "Without Warning: The James Brady Story." (AP Photo/Douglas C. Pizac, File)
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            FILE - Gena Rowlands, left, and Robert Forrest attend the Governors Ball after the Oscars on Sunday, Feb. 28, 2016, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (Photo by Al Powers/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - U.S. actress Gena Rowlands waves to the crowd as she arrives at the Festival Palace in Cannes Tuesday May 23, 1995, to attend the screening of Terence Davies' "The Neon Bible" for the 48th International Film Festival. Rowlands, hailed as one of the greatest actors to ever practice the craft and a guiding light in independent cinema as a star in groundbreaking movies by her director husband, John Cassavetes, and later charmed audiences in her son's tear-jerker "The Notebook," has died at age 94. (AP Photo/Laurent Rebours, File)
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            FILE - Actor Gena Rowlands poses for a photo in Los Angeles on Sept. 21, 1957. Rowlands, hailed as one of the greatest actors to ever practice the craft and a guiding light in independent cinema as a star in groundbreaking movies by her director husband, John Cassavetes, and later charmed audiences in her son's tear-jerker "The Notebook," has died at age 94. (AP Photo/Dick Strobel, File)
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                                        Gena Rowlands, hailed as one of the greatest actors to ever practice the craft and a guiding light in independent cinema as a star in groundbreaking movies by her director husband, John Cassavetes, and who later charmed audiences in her son's tear-jerker "The Notebook," has died. She was 94. 
Rowlands' death was confirmed Wednesday by representatives for her son, filmmaker Nick Cassavetes. He revealed earlier this year that his mother had Alzheimer's disease. TMZ reported that Rowlands died Wednesday at her home in Indian Wells, California.
Operating outside the studio system, the husband-and-wife team of John Cassavetes and Rowlands created indelible portraits of working-class strivers and small-timers in such films as "A Woman Under the Influence," "Gloria" and "Faces."
Rowlands made 10 films across four decades with Cassavetes, including "Minnie and Moskowitz" in 1971, "Opening Night" in 1977 and "Love Streams" in 1984.

    


She earned two Oscar nods for two of them: 1974's "A Woman Under the Influence," in which she played a wife and mother cracking under the burden of domestic harmony, and "Gloria" in 1980, about a woman who helps a young boy escape the mob.




"He had a particular sympathetic interest in women and their problems in society, how they were treated and how they solved and overcame what they needed to, so all his movies have some interesting women, and you don't need many," she told the AP in 2015.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In addition to the Oscar nominations, Rowlands earned three Primetime Emmy Awards, one Daytime Emmy and two Golden Globes. She was awarded an honorary Academy Award in 2015 in recognition of her work and legacy in Hollywood. "You know what's wonderful about being an actress? You don't just live one life," she said at the podium. "You live many lives." 
A new generation was introduced to Rowlands in her son's blockbuster "The Notebook," in which she played a woman whose memory is ravaged, looking back on a romance for the ages. Her younger self was portrayed by Rachel McAdams. (She also appeared in Nick Cassavetes' "Unhook the Stars" in 1996.) 

    


In her later years, Rowlands made several appearances in films and TV, including in "The Skeleton Key" and the detective series "Monk." Her last appearance in a movie was in 2014, playing a retiree who befriends her gay dance instructor in "Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks."
One of her career triumphs was 1974's "A Woman Under the Influence," playing a lower middle-class housewife who, the actor said, "was totally vulnerable and giving; she had no sense of her own worth." In "Gloria" (1980) she portrayed a faded showgirl menaced by her ex-boyfriend, a mobster boss. She was Oscar nominated as best actress for both performances.
She and Cassavetes met at the American School of Dramatic Arts when both their careers were beginning. They married four months later. In 1959 Cassavetes used his earnings from the TV series "Johnny Staccato" to finance his first film, "Shadows." Partly improvised, shot with natural light on New York locations with a $40,000 budget, it was applauded by critics for its stark realism.

    


Gena (pronounced Jenna) Rowlands became a seasoned actor through live television drama and tours in "The Seven Year Itch" and "Time for Ginger" as well as off-Broadway. 
Her big break came when Josh Logan cast her opposite Edward G. Robinson in Paddy Chayefsky's play "Middle of the Night." Her role as a young woman in love with her much older boss brought reviews hailing her as a new star.
MGM offered her a contract for two pictures a year. Her first film, a comedy directed by and costarring Jose Ferrer, "The High Cost of Loving," brought Rowlands comparisons to one of the great 1930s stars, Carole Lombard.
But she asked to be released from her contract because she was expecting a baby. Often during her career she would absent herself from the screen for long stretches to attend to family matters.
In addition to Nick, she and Cassavetes had two daughters, Alexandra and Zoe, who also pursued acting careers.

    


John Cassavetes died of cirrhosis of the liver in 1989, and Rowlands returned to acting to assuage her grief. Between assignments she sometimes attended film festivals and societies for Cassavetes screenings.
"I want everyone to see his films," she said at the San Sebastian Festival in 1992. "John was one of a kind, the most totally fearless person I've ever known. He had a very specific view of life and the individuality of people."
Virginia Cathryn Rowlands was born in 1930 (some sources give a later date) in Cambria, Wisconsin, where her Welsh ancestors had settled in the early 19th century. Her father was a banker and state senator. She was a withdrawn child who loved books and make-believe. Her mother encouraged the girl's ambition to become an actor.
Rowlands quit the University of Wisconsin in her junior year to pursue an acting career in New York. Like other actors of her generation, she gained invaluable experience in the thriving field of television drama in the 1950s, appearing on all the major series.

    


After leaving her MGM contract, she was able to choose her film roles. When nothing attracted her, she appeared in TV series such as "Alfred Hitchcock Presents," "Bonanza," "Dr. Kildare" and "The Virginian." One of her career delights was co-starring with her icon Bette Davis on the TV movie "Strangers" in 1979.
Her other movies included "Lonely Are the Brave" with Kirk Douglas, "The Spiral Road" (Rock Hudson), "A Child Is Waiting" (with Burt Lancaster and Judy Garland, directed by Cassavetes), "Two Minute Warning" (Charlton Heston), "Tempest" (co-starring with Cassavetes and Molly Ringwald, in her screen debut) and the mother who wants to do right by her children in Paul Schrader's 1987 study of a blue-collar family, "Light of Day."
In middle age and beyond, Rowlands continued playing demanding roles. In Woody Allen's austere drama "Another Woman" she was cast as a writer whose life has been shielded from emotion until dire incidents force her to deal with her feelings. In the groundbreaking TV movie "An Early Frost," she appeared as a mother confronting her son's AIDS.
Rowlands commented in 1992 that her roles remained in her memory.
"Sometimes, those white nights when I have no sleep and a lot of time to think about everything, I'll examine different possibilities of different characters and what they might be doing now," she said.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of the television series "Johnny Staccato" and the release year for "Shadows."
___
Film Writer Jake Coyle in New York contributed to this report. The late Associated Press writer Bob Thomas contributed biographical material to this report.
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Hurricane Ernesto aims for Bermuda after leaving many in Puerto Rico without power or water

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hurricane Ernesto has dropped torrential rain on Puerto Rico and knocked out power for nearly half of all customers in the U.S. territory. It was gaining strength as it moved over open water toward Bermuda. (AP Video shot by Alejandro Granadillo)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 4 p.m EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Ernesto northwest of San Juan, Puerto Rico and moving over open waters, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            La Plata river floods a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            A man pose with a fish after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    A man pose with a fish after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            La Plata river floods a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            A man fishes after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    A man fishes after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Un surfista se prepara para entrar en el agua antes del paso de la tormenta tropical Ernesto en la playa de La Pared en Luquillo, Puerto Rico, el martes 13 de agosto de 2024. (AP Foto/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            Turistas sentados en la playa La Pared mientras la tormenta tropical Ernesto pasa por Luquillo, Puerto Rico, el martes 13 de agosto de 2024. (AP Foto/Alejandro Granadillo)
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Hurricane Ernesto barreled toward Bermuda on Thursday after leaving hundreds of thousands of people in Puerto Rico without power or water as sweltering heat enveloped the U.S. territory, raising concerns about people's health.

A hurricane warning was in effect for Bermuda, with Ernesto expected to pass near or over the island on Saturday.

The Category 1 storm was located about 570 miles (915 kilometers) south-southwest of Bermuda on Thursday morning. It had maximum sustained winds of 85 mph (140 kph) and was moving north at 14 mph (22 kph).

"I cannot stress enough how important it is for every resident to use this time to prepare. We have seen in the past the devastating effects of complacency," said National Security Minister Michael Weeks.

Ernesto was forecast to become a major Category 3 hurricane on Friday and then decrease in strength as it approaches Bermuda, where it is expected to drop between four to eight inches of rain, with up to 12 inches in isolated areas.





    



"All of the guidance show this system as a large hurricane near Bermuda," said the National Hurricane Center in Miami.

Meanwhile, the spinning storm on Thursday was generating southern winds in Puerto Rico, which have a heating effect as opposed to the typical cooling trade winds that blow from the east.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


"We know a lot of people don't have power," said Ernesto Morales with the National Weather Service as he warned of extreme heat and urged people to stay hydrated.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


More than 450,000 of 1.4 million customers remained in the dark more than a day after Ernesto swiped past Puerto Rico late Tuesday as a tropical storm before strengthening into a hurricane.

Hundreds of thousands also were without water as many questioned the widespread power outage given that Ernesto was only a tropical storm when it spun past the island.

"I haven't slept at all," said Ramon Mercedes Paredes, a 41-year-old construction worker who planned to sleep outdoors on Thursday night to beat the heat. "I haven't even been able to take a shower."

    



At a small park in the Santurce neighborhood of the San Juan capital, Alexander Reyna, a 32-year-old construction worker, sipped on a bright red sports drink that friends brought him as roosters crowed nearby above the slap of dominoes.

 He had no water or power and planned to spend all day at the park as he lamented the lack of breeze, a slight film of sweat already forming on his forehead: "I have to come here because I cannot stand to be at home." 

The situation worried many who lived through Hurricane Maria, a powerful Category 4 storm that hit Puerto Rico in September 2017 and was blamed for at least 2,975 deaths in its sweltering aftermath. It also razed the island's power grid, which is still being rebuilt.

The National Weather Service issued a heat advisory on Thursday warning of "dangerously hot and humid conditions."

Faustino Peguero, 50, said he was concerned about his wife, who has fibromyalgia, heart failure and other health conditions and needs electricity. He has a small generator at home, but he is running out of gasoline and cannot afford to buy more because he hasn't found work.

"It's chaos," he said.

Officials said they don't know when power will be fully restored as concerns grow about the health of many in Puerto Rico who cannot afford generators or solar panels on the island of 3.2 million people with a more than 40% poverty rate.

Crews were still assessing the situation, although no catastrophic damage has been identified, said Juan Saca, president of Luma Energy, a private company that operates the transmission and distribution of power in Puerto Rico.

When pressed for an estimate of when power would be restored, Alejandro Gonzalez, Luma's operations director, declined to say.

"It would be irresponsible to provide an exact date," he said.

At least 350,000 customers across Puerto Rico also were without water given the power outages. Among them was 65-year-old Gisela Perez, who was starting to sweat as she cooked sweet plantains, pork, chicken and spaghetti at a street-side diner. After her shift, she planned to buy gallons of water, since she was especially concerned about her two small dogs: Mini and Lazy.

"They cannot go without it," she said. "They come first."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-ernesto-caribbean-puerto-rico-6d919d9b8f9831c8a664457aeebdb8da
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Vince Vaughn, 'Ted Lasso' co-creator Bill Lawrence bring good fun to Carl Hiaasen's 'Bad Monkey'

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vince Vaughn returns to television with his new series "Bad Monkey" for Apple TV+. The story is based on a novel by Carl Hiaasen and the show was co-created by Bill Lawrence, who also is responsible for critically acclaimed shows like "Ted Lasso" and "Scrubs." (Aug. 13)
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            Actor-executive producer Vince Vaughn, left, and creator-executive producer Bill Lawrence, of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," pose for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Meredith Hagner, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Natalie Martinez, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Vince Vaughn, a cast member and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Ronald Peet, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Natalie Martinez, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Meredith Hagner, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Ronald Peet, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Charlotte Lawrence, a cast member in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Vince Vaughn, a cast member and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Bill Lawrence, creator and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Natalie Martinez, from left, Vince Vaughn, standing background, Meredith Hagner, Charlotte Lawrence and Ronald Peet, cast members in the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," pose together at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Zach Braff, left, and Charlotte Lawrence arrive at the premiere of "Bad Monkey" on Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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            Meredith Hagner arrives at the premiere of "Bad Monkey" on Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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            Actor Vince Vaughn, right, reacts as guest speaker Bill Lawrence, creator of the new Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," makes remarks during a ceremony to award Vaughn a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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            Meredith Hagner arrives at the premiere of "Bad Monkey" on Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 19

                                    
                                    Meredith Hagner arrives at the premiere of "Bad Monkey" on Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 19 | 
            Vince Vaughn arrives at the premiere of "Bad Monkey" on Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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            Vince Vaughn, a cast member and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 19

                                    
                                    Vince Vaughn, a cast member and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses at the Four Seasons Hotel, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 19 | 
            Bill Lawrence, left, creator and executive producer of the Apple TV+ series "Bad Monkey," poses with Carl Hiaasen, author of the novel upon which it is based, at a Hollywood Walk of Fame star ceremony for the show's star Vince Vaughn, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        There's an old saying "don't meet your heroes" but for TV creator, showrunner Bill Lawrence, it was a dream come true. Lawrence's new series "Bad Monkey" for Apple TV+, premiering Wednesday, is based on a novel by Carl Hiaasen, one of his favorite authors.
"I started reading Carl Hiaasen books when I was 15-years-old. There's a direct line from Carl's surreal satires and wildly insane character pieces to, like, 'Scrubs,'" explained Lawrence, who also created that long-running Zach Braff sitcom. "The guy helped me to be a storyteller. He turned out to be as cool as I hoped and such a good dude."
"Bad Monkey" stars Vince Vaughn, whose observational humor and quick one-liners make him a good fit for the writing styles of both Hiaasen and Lawrence.
Vaughn plays Andrew Yancy, a former Miami police detective now living in the Florida Keys and working as a restaurant inspector. (A scene where we see Yancy on the job leads to a running joke about how he's lost his appetite for the foreseeable future and is Vaughn at his reactionary finest.)

    


A friend asks Yancy for a favor: deliver a human arm that washed up on the beach to a medical examiner (played by Natalie Martinez). When he later meets Eve (Meredith Hagner), the widow of the man whom the arm belonged to, Yancy finds himself unable to shake the case. The story unfolds, touching on themes of greed and power.




"He can't let himself leave something where he knows there's some wrongdoing there," Vaughn said about Yancy, who he describes as "like the Energizer Bunny." "He can't help himself. And then no matter how many times he falls, gets hit in the face, or things don't go his way, he's going to just keep marching forward. That's just such an inspirational quality to have."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vaughn goes back more than 25 years with Lawrence -- they played poker together. "He used to make me laugh. Just to watch his career do so well from afar, it was easy for me," Vaughn said about agreeing to the role.

    


For Lawrence, he said Vaughn's 1996 indie movie "Swingers" "helped shape a generation of writers. "When he burst onto the screen saying, 'You're so money you don't even know it,' everyone wanted to write that type of dialogue."
Michelle Monaghan plays Bonnie, Yancy's sort-of girlfriend who flits in and out of his life. She's a minor presence in the novel and Monaghan credits Lawrence for fleshing out her story.
"She's equal parts very delusional but also very naive," said Monaghan, laughing. "When we first meet her she's very fun, playful and aloof but as the show goes on we see she's also quite predatory. ... Bill creates characters that do outrageous things." 
When it came time to try alternative takes and improvise, not everyone was as comfortable as Vaughn.
"Vince would encourage the other cast members like, 'I'll set you up if you say this. It will be funny,'" recalled Lawrence.
Ronald Peet, who plays a fisherman named Neville whose storyline runs concurrent to Vaughn's, said he had to grow accustomed to having freedom to deviate from the script.

    


"Every day I showed up to work, I was doing something that, you know, my mind was like, 'I don't know how I'm going to do this," said Peet. "That's how you grow, and that's how you expand, so I feel grateful."
Episodes were filmed on location in South Florida so the cast experienced that kind of lazy humidity that slows down the pace of the everyday world.
"I don't know what's wrong with me. When I'm in a comfortable soundstage, I don't like it. When it's hot, I'm not in my head in the same way. And I kind of love being like, 'I'm not thinking.' said Hagner.
"I think my hair had to be a little more hair-sprayed," recalled Vaughn. "The Keys were spectacular. The nature, the ocean, the wildlife. I really enjoyed it."
Martinez is from Miami so the job gave her an opportunity to connect with family.
"I've been in Los Angeles for 20 years, but I was born and raised in Miami. My entire family is there, so it was nice to be able to have my goddaughter or my aunt come on set and kind of see what I do. I had a break ... and I was able to go to my grandmother's house and have lunch with her."

    


Making "Bad Monkey" gave Lawrence a cherished opportunity to work with his daughter Charlotte, who has a recurring role as Eve's stepdaughter, Caitlin. This was the first acting role for Charlotte, who is a singer-songwriter.
Charlotte is well-aware of the nepo baby discourse and said she's grateful for the "massive chance" she was given.
"I was in musical theater and plays growing up, but I always just loved performing. I just never really connected the dots, you know, or actually envisioned myself being able to do this as a career," said Charlotte. "I think because my parents were so involved in it, I kind of wanted to rebel and do my own thing and not be connected to them. But, it couldn't have been more fun."
"If you can work with your kids, do it forever," said Lawrence. "That's my advice to everybody. And who cares what other people say. It's awesome."
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                                        BEDMINSTER, N.J. (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump invited reporters to his New Jersey golf club Thursday for his second news conference in as many weeks as he adjusts to a newly energized Democratic ticket ahead of next week's Democratic National Convention. 
Trump will meet the press at 4:30 p.m. EDT as he steps up his criticism of Vice President Kamala Harris for not holding a news conference or sitting down for interviews since President Joe Biden ended his reelection campaign and endorsed her to replace him. 
The vice president has barely engaged with reporters since becoming the Democratic nominee, though she travels with journalists aboard Air Force Two and sometimes answers shouted questions while boarding or leaving the plane for campaign stops.
In one brief interaction last week, she told reporters she wants "to get an interview together by the end of the month."

    


Trump on Wednesday made little effort to stay on message at a rally in North Carolina that his campaign billed as a big economic address, mixing pledges to slash energy prices and "unleash economic abundance" with familiar off-script tangents. 




He aired his frustration over the Democrats swapping the vice president in place of Biden at the top of their presidential ticket. He repeatedly denigrated San Francisco, where Harris was once the district attorney, as "unlivable" and went after his rival in deeply personal terms, questioning her intelligence, saying she has "the laugh of a crazy person" and musing that Democrats were being "politically correct" in trying to elevate the first Black woman and person of south Asian descent to serve as vice president.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that Americans are more likely to trust Trump over Harris when it comes to handling the economy and immigration, issues that he has put at the center of his case for returning to the White House. 

    


In his news conference last week, Trump taunted his rival, boasted of his crowd on Jan. 6, 2021, and lashed out at questions about the enthusiasm Harris' campaign has been generating. He spoke for more than an hour and made a number of false and misleading claims. 
Thursday's news conference will be livestreamed on apnews.com. 
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            FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., center right, leaves the Albany County Courthouse, Aug. 6, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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            FILE - Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., top, leaves after giving testimony at the Albany County Courthouse, Aug. 7, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s independent presidential campaign suffered a blow this week when a judge in New York invalidated his petition to put his name on the state ballot, a ruling that could potentially create problems for the candidate as he faces challenges elsewhere.
Kennedy's attorneys filed an appeal Wednesday to a ruling this week from Justice Christina Ryba, who said the residence listed on his nominating petitions was a "sham" address he used to maintain his voter registration and to further his political aspirations. The judge ruled in favor of the challengers, who argued Kennedy's actual residence was the home in Los Angeles he shares with his wife, the "Curb Your Enthusiasm" actor Cheryl Hines.
New York is just one of more than a half-dozen states where challenges have been made to Kennedy's petitions from Democrats and their allies. Some of the challenges allege he falsely listed the same New York address that was the subject of litigation in that state, or that there were problems with petition signatures.

    


In Pennsylvania, challengers contend that papers filed by Kennedy list an incorrect address in New York and that he and his running mate demonstrated "at best, a fundamental disregard" of state law and the process by which signatures are gathered. An attorney for Kennedy said the challenge contained specious allegations. A court will conduct an evidentiary hearing next Tuesday in Harrisburg.




Kennedy's campaign says it has collected enough signatures for ballot access in all 50 states and that it is officially on the ballot in 17 states.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His candidacy has at various times drawn concerns from both Democrats and Republicans who think he could siphon votes from their candidates. 
National Democrats in particular have been active in trying to undercut his candidacy, while former President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee, has alternated between criticizing Kennedy as liberal and courting his endorsement or the backing of some of his supporters.

    


Here's a look at what is happening in New York, what it might mean and other ballot access challenges Kennedy faces.
What happened in New York? What's next?
The ruling Monday followed a short trial in state court over whether Kennedy falsely listed a New York residence on his state nominating petitions.
The candidate listed a residence in the well-off suburb of Katonah, where he said he rents a bedroom in a friend's house. Kennedy testified that he moved to California a decade ago so he could be with his wife, and that he always planned to return to New York, where he is registered to vote.
The lawsuit bought by several voters and backed by Democrat-aligned Clear Choice Action claimed Kennedy's actual residence is in Los Angeles.
Days after the non-jury trial ended, Ryba ruled that using "a friend's address for political and voting purposes, while barely stepping foot on the premises, does not equate to residency under the Election Law."
In announcing the appeal Wednesday, the environmental lawyer and scion of a famous political family said the current Democratic Party was unrecognizable to him.

    


"The party of my father and uncle's time was committed to expanding voters' rights and understood that competition at the ballot box is an essential part of American Democracy," he said in a statement.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Kennedy's legal team also promised to seek injunctive relief in federal court in New York City. His campaign claims the 12th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees qualified adults to the right to run for president, and that protection applies even for those needing to spend time working in a state other than the one in which they are registered but intending to return.
If upheld, will the New York decision affect challenges in other states?
Experts say officials in other states might pay attention to the ultimate ruling from New York courts about Kennedy's residency.
The U.S. Constitution gives broad authority to individual states to oversee elections, said Keith Gaddie, a political science professor at Texas Christian University. He said many states have laws that outline strict signature-gathering details or other requirements for candidates to get on the ballot as an independent.

    


"The question is whether or not in other states where they have similar criteria (as New York), it could be used to disqualify RFK Jr. from the ballot," Gaddie said. "It may not happen everywhere, but it will happen somewhere else."
Speaking to reporters after court in Albany last week, Kennedy acknowledged that a loss in New York could lead to lawsuits in other states.
Clear Choice Action said Kennedy has listed the same New York address on nominating petitions in 17 other states.
"It's up to each state to determine whether Mr. Kennedy violated their laws and statutes by providing a false residence and deceiving voters," Clear Choice Action founder Pete Kavanaugh said in a prepared statement.

    


Richard Winger, the editor of Ballot Access News and an activist who supports ballot access for minor parties, said while some state-level challenges to Kennedy's candidacy already have focused on the issue of his address, he doubted that new challenges will emerge because of the New York ruling.
"I don't think they can just all of a sudden willy nilly change the basis of their objection," he said. "I think generally it's too late."
He also doubted other laws in other states "make such a big deal" out of a candidate's address.
Where else has Kennedy been challenged?
Winger said there have been challenges to Kennedy's candidacy in states including Hawaii, Nebraska, New Jersey and Washington based on a variety of claims, such as problems with his address and the signatures needed to qualify him for the ballot. 
The Democratic National Committee is backing challenges to Kennedy's petitions in Nevada, Delaware and Georgia, according to a spokesperson. The committee is backing a separate lawsuit in New York.
Hearings will begin Monday in Georgia on challenges to ballot petitions filed by Kennedy and other-third party and independent candidates. Among other things, Democrats allege that Kennedy's petitions are invalid because they are wrongly or incompletely filled out. The Kennedy campaign disputes those claims.
Outside of New York, Clear Choice Action is backing challenges to Kennedy's petitions in Illinois, Pennsylvania and Texas. In Texas, an attorney for the group told state officials Kennedy's listed New York address doesn't comply with state election laws and that his candidacy should be invalidated.
--
Murphy contributed from Oklahoma City. Also contributing were Associated Press writers Mark Scolforo, Jeff Amy and Nomaan Merchant.
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Ukraine gambled on an incursion deep into Russian territory. The bold move changed the battlefield

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday that Ukraine is reaching its "strategic goal" in the offensive in the Kursk region. Zelenskyy said in a nightly address that the advance had significantly increased the "exchange fund" for Ukraine.
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            A Ukrainian armoured military vehicle travels near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            An elderly woman walks along the road near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian tank passes by a burning car near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows defensive trenches that have been built near Lgov and parallel to the E38 highway, west of Kursk, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            A Ukrainian armoured military vehicle travels past a burned car near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trench being built southeast of Lgov, west of Kursk, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 13

                                    
                                    This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trench being built southeast of Lgov, west of Kursk, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 13 | 
            Ukrainian servicemen ride atop on armoured vehicle at the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Serhii Zaichenko, 63, school guard shows his school which was heavily damaged after Russian airstrike in Mohrytsia, near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. Zaichenko said two people were killed, including one child. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Serhii Zaichenko, 63, school guard walks in the corridor of his school which was heavily damaged after Russian airstrike in Mohrytsia, near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. Zaichenko said two people were killed, including one child. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trenchline southeast of Selektsionnyi, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13

                                    
                                    This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trenchline southeast of Selektsionnyi, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trench from Selektsionnyi to Lgov, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            A Ukrainian armoured military vehicle travels past a burned car near the Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian serviceman holds a flag for his fallen comrade in front of a burned vehicle near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's stunning incursion into Russia's Kursk border region was a bold gamble for the country's military commanders, who committed their limited resources to a risky assault on a nuclear-armed enemy with no assurance of success.

After the first signs of progress, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy broke his silence and spelled out Kyiv's daily advances to his war-weary public. By Wednesday, Ukrainian officials said they controlled 1,000 square kilometers (386 square miles) of enemy territory, including at least 74 settlements and hundreds of Russian prisoners of war.

But a week after it began, the overall aim of the daring operation is still unclear: Will Ukraine dig in and keep the conquered territory, advance further into Russian territory or pull back?

What is clear is that the incursion has changed the battlefield. The shock of Ukraine's thunder run revealed chinks in the armor of its powerful adversary. The attack also risked aggravating Ukraine's own weaknesses by extending the front line and committing new troops at a time when military leaders are short on manpower.

    



To conduct the Kursk operation, Kyiv deployed battalions drawn from multiple brigades, some of which were pulled from the hottest parts of the front line, where Russia's advance has continued unabated. So far, Moscow's overall strategic advantage is intact.

"The stretching of the front line for us is also stretching the front line for the enemy," said the commander of the 14th Regiment of Unmanned Aviation Systems, who participated in the opening stage of the offensive. "Only we have prepared for this operation in detail. The Russians were not prepared for this operation at all."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


He spoke on condition of anonymity, using only the call sign Charlie, in keeping with the rules of the Ukrainian military.





    



As the offensive enters its second week, Ukrainian forces are pushing out in several directions from the Russian town of Sudzha.

Images from the battlefield showing columns of destroyed Russian weaponry are reminiscent of Ukraine's successful counteroffensives in 2022 in Kherson and Kharkiv. The photos are also a boon to national morale that deflated after the failed 2023 summer counteroffensive and months of recent territorial losses in the east.

But some analysts are reserving judgment on whether the Kursk region is the right theater to launch an offensive. Estimates of the number of troops operating there range from 5,000 to 12,000.

Within a week, Ukraine claimed to have captured almost as much Russian land in Kursk as Russian forces took in Ukraine in the last seven months, according to the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank.

Russian authorities acknowledged the Ukrainian gains but described them as smaller. Even so, they have evacuated about 132,000 people.

Hundreds of Russian prisoners were blindfolded and ferried away in trucks in the opening moments of the lightning advance. They could be used in future prisoner swaps to free thousands of Ukrainian soldiers and civilians in captivity.

    



On Wednesday, Ukrainian human rights ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets said the fighting in Kursk led his Russian counterpart, Tatyana Moskalkova, to initiate a conversation about prisoner swaps, the first time such a request has come from Moscow.

Politically, the incursion turned the tables on Russia and reset the terms of a conflict in which Ukraine increasingly seemed doomed to accept unfavorable cease-fire terms. The strike was also a powerful example of Ukrainian determination and a message to Western allies that have dithered on allowing donated weapons to be used for deeper strikes inside Russian territory.

The assault has shown that the fear of crossing Russian "red lines" that could lead to nuclear escalation "is a myth, and that Ukraine's battle-hardened military remains a formidable force," wrote Taras Kuzio, a professor of political science at the National University Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

    



Presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak suggested that the incursion may also strengthen Kyiv's hand in future negotiations with Russia. Occupying part of Russian territory ahead of any cease-fire talks may give Ukraine some leverage.

Though the fighting continues, the territory currently under Ukrainian control is, by itself, of little economic or strategic value.

"There is some important gas infrastructure in the area, but its usefulness is likely to be limited other than as a minor bargaining chip. Ukrainians have also cut a railway line running from Lgov to Belgorod," said Pasi Paroinen of the Black Bird Group, a Finland-based open-source intelligence agency that monitors the war.

Major military bases are far from the current area of operations, and Ukrainian advances are expected to slow as Russia sends in more forces.

    



Ukrainian officials have said they do not intend to occupy Kursk, but they may seek to create a buffer zone to protect settlements in the bordering Sumy region from relentless Russian artillery attacks and to block supply lines to the northeast.

Forcing Russia to deploy reserves intended for other parts of the 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) front line was the minimum aim, said Charlie, the commander. But so far, Moscow's focus in the Donetsk region has not changed.

Some Ukrainian troops were pulled from those very lines, where manpower shortages were a key factor that contributed to territorial losses this year.

In the strategically significant Pokrovsk area, which is the main thrust of Russia's offensive effort, soldiers have seen few improvements since the Kursk incursion.

"Nothing has changed," said a soldier known by the call sign Kyianyn, who also spoke on condition of anonymity due to military protocol. "If anything, I see the increase in Russian offensive actions."

But the Kursk operation "showed they can't defend their own territory," he said. "All of us are inspired here. Many of our soldiers wanted to go to Kursk and push them straight to the Kremlin."

Targeting Russia's Northern Grouping of Forces, which feeds the Kharkiv front, is a key goal, said Konstantin Mashovets, a Ukrainian military expert. Some Russian units have reportedly moved from Vovchansk in Kharkiv.

In the south, a small number of Russian units were redeployed from the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, said Dmytro Lykhovii, the spokesman of the Tavria operational group. But that hasn't affected Russian attacks.

"We even see an increase in (Russian) activity," Lykhovii said.

The Kursk operation has also served to draw attention away from the eastern front, where tens of thousands of Ukrainians have been killed and wounded, and where the Ukrainian military has struggled to repair cracks in its defenses.

Most territorial losses in June and July were recorded in the Pokrovsk area, which is near a logistics hub, with fighting intensifying near the towns of Toretsk and Chasiv Yar.

Russian forces dialed up those attacks to capitalize on troop fatigue and shortages. On many occasions, the losses were the result of poorly timed troop rotations and blunders that cast doubt about the overall strategy of the Ukrainian military's General Staff.

"There is no way Russia will stop its actions in the parts of the front line where they are tactically succeeding," Mashovets said. "There, they will push and squeeze until their last man is standing, no matter what." But the push into Kursk might force the Kremlin to pull reserves "from the parts of the front line that are of secondary importance."

___

Associated Press journalist Volodymyr Yurchuk contributed to this report.

___

This story corrects name to 14th Regiment of Unmanned Aviation Systems instead of 14th Regiment of Unmanned Drones.
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                    FILE - Afghan school girls attend their classroom on the first day of the new school year, in Kabul, Saturday, March 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)
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                                        KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) -- The Taliban have deliberately deprived 1.4 million Afghan girls of schooling through bans, a United Nations agency said Thursday. Afghanistan is the only country in the world that bans female secondary and higher education.
The Taliban, who took power in 2021, barred education for girls above sixth grade because they said it didn't comply with their interpretation of Sharia, or Islamic law. They didn't stop it for boys and show no sign of taking the steps needed to reopen classrooms and campuses for girls and women.
UNESCO said at least 1.4 million girls have been deliberately denied access to secondary education since the takeover, an increase of 300,000 since its previous count in April 2023, with more girls reaching the age limit of 12 every year.
"If we add the girls who were already out of school before the bans were introduced, there are now almost 2.5 million girls in the country deprived of their right to education, representing 80% of Afghan school-age girls," UNESCO said.

    


The Taliban did not respond to requests for comment.
Access to primary education has also fallen since the Taliban took power in Aug. 2021, with 1.1 million fewer girls and boys attending school, according to UNESCO data.




The U.N. agency warned that authorities have "almost wiped out" two decades of steady progress for education in Afghanistan. " The future of an entire generation is now in jeopardy," it added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It said Afghanistan had 5.7 million girls and boys in primary school in 2022, compared with 6.8 million in 2019. The enrollment drop was the result of the Taliban decision to bar female teachers from teaching boys, UNESCO said, but could also be explained by a lack of parental incentive to send their children to school in an increasingly tough economic environment.
"UNESCO is alarmed by the harmful consequences of this increasingly massive drop-out rate, which could lead to a rise in child labor and early marriage," it said.

    


The Taliban celebrated three years of rule Wednesday at Bagram Air Base, but there was no mention of the country's hardships, nor promises to help the struggling population.
Decades of conflict and instability have left millions of Afghans on the brink of hunger and starvation and unemployment is high.
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            History teacher Matt Brophy, left, works with Flerentin "Flex" Jean-Baptiste, 16, of Medford, Mass., on making up late assignments during summer school at Medford High School, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Medford. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)
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            Flerentin "Flex" Jean-Baptiste, 16, of Medford, Mass., poses for a photo at Medford High School, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Medford. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)
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            Melinda Gonzalez, 14, poses at Fresno High School where she'll be a freshman in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Kazanjian)
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            Flerentin "Flex" Jean-Baptiste, 16, of Medford, Mass., poses for a photo at Medford High School, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Medford. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)
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            Flerentin "Flex" Jean-Baptiste, 16, of Medford, Mass., works on an assignment during summer school at Medford High School, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, in Medford. (AP Photo/Josh Reynolds)
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            Melinda Gonzalez, 14, has benefitted from a program at Fort Miller Middle School to reduce chronic absenteeism in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Kazanjian)
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            Melinda Gonzalez, 14, shown in her home getting ready to start her day, has benefitted from a program at Fort Miller Middle School to reduce chronic absenteeism in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Kazanjian)
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            Melinda Gonzalez, 14, has benefitted from a program at Fort Miller Middle School to reduce chronic absenteeism in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Kazanjian)
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            Melinda Gonzalez, 14, has benefitted from a program at Fort Miller Middle School to reduce chronic absenteeism in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gary Kazanjian)
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                                        MEDFORD, Mass. (AP) -- Flerentin "Flex" Jean-Baptiste missed so much school he had to repeat his freshman year at Medford High outside Boston. At school, "you do the same thing every day," said Jean-Baptiste, who was absent 30 days his first year. "That gets very frustrating."

Then his principal did something nearly unheard of: She let students play organized sports during lunch -- if they attended all their classes. In other words, she offered high schoolers recess.

"It gave me something to look forward to," said Jean-Baptiste, 16. The following year, he cut his absences in half. Schoolwide, the share of chronically absent students declined from 35% in March 2023 to 23% in March 2024 -- one of the steepest declines among Massachusetts high schools.

    



Years after COVID-19 upended American schooling, nearly every state is still struggling with attendance, according to data collected by The Associated Press and Stanford University economist Thomas Dee.

Roughly one in four students in the 2022-23 school year remained chronically absent, meaning they missed at least 10% of the school year. That represents about 12 million children in the 42 states and Washington, D.C., where data is available. 

Before the pandemic, only 15% of students missed that much school. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Society may have largely moved on from COVID, but schools say they're still battling the effects of pandemic school closures. After as much as a year at home, school for many kids has felt overwhelming, boring or socially stressful. More than ever, kids and parents are deciding it's OK to stay home, which makes catching up even harder.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


In all but one state, Arkansas, absence rates remain higher than they were pre-pandemic. Still, the problem appears to have passed its peak; almost every state saw absenteeism improve at least slightly from 2021-22 to 2022-23.

Schools are working to identify students with slipping attendance, then providing help. They're working to close communication gaps with parents, who often aren't aware their child is missing so much school or why it's problematic. 

So far, the solutions that appear to be helping are simple -- like postcards to parents that compare a child's attendance with peers. But to make more progress, experts say, schools must get creative to address their students' needs. 

    




Caring adults -- and incentives



In Oakland, California, chronic absenteeism skyrocketed from 29% pre-pandemic to 53% in 2022-23 across district and charter schools. Officials asked students what would convince them to come to class. 

Money, they replied, and a mentor.

A grant-funded program launched in spring 2023 paid 45 students $50 weekly for perfect attendance. Students also checked in daily with an assigned adult and completed weekly mental health assessments.

Paying students isn't a permanent or sustainable fix, said Zaia Vera, the district's head of social-emotional learning.

But many absent students lacked stable housing or were helping to support their families. "The money is the hook that got them in the door," Vera said. 

More than 60% improved their attendance after taking part, Vera said. The program is expected to continue, along with district-wide efforts aimed at creating a sense of belonging. Oakland's African American Male Achievement project, for example, pairs Black students with Black teachers who offer support.





    



Kids who identify with their educators are more likely to attend school, said Michael Gottfried, a University of Pennsylvania professor. According to one study led by Gottfried, California students felt "it's important for me to see someone who's like me early on, first thing in the day," he said.

A caring teacher made a difference for Golden Tachiquin, 18, who graduated from Oakland's Skyline High School this spring. When she started 10th grade after a remote freshman year, she felt lost and anxious. She later realized these feelings caused the nausea and dizziness that kept her home sick. She was absent at least 25 days that year.

But she bonded with an Afro-Latina teacher who understood her culturally and made Tachiquin, a straight-A student, feel her poor attendance didn't define her.

"I didn't dread going to her class," Tachiquin said.

    



Another teacher had the opposite effect. "She would say, 'Wow, guess who decided to come today?' " Tachiquin recalled. "I started skipping her class even more."

In Massachusetts, Medford High School requires administrators to greet and talk with students each morning, especially those with a history of missing school. 

But the lunchtime gym sessions have been the biggest driver of improved attendance, Principal Marta Cabral said. High schoolers need freedom and an opportunity to move their bodies, she said. "They're here for seven hours a day. They should have a little fun." 


Stubborn circumstances



Chronically absent students are at higher risk of illiteracy and eventually dropping out. They also miss the meals, counseling and socialization provided at school.

Many of the reasons kids missed school early in the pandemic are still firmly in place: financial hardship, transportation problems, mild illness and mental health struggles.

In Alaska, 45% of students missed significant school last year. In Amy Lloyd's high school classes in Juneau, some families now treat attendance as optional. Last term, several of her English students missed school for vacations.

"I don't really know how to reset the expectation that was crushed when we sat in front of the computer for that year," Lloyd said. 

Emotional and behavioral problems also have kept kids home from school. Research shared exclusively with AP found absenteeism and poor mental health are "interconnected," said University of Southern California professor Morgan Polikoff.

For example, in the USC study, almost a quarter of chronically absent kids had high levels of emotional or behavioral problems, according to a parent questionnaire, compared with just 7% of kids with good attendance. Emotional symptoms among teen girls were especially linked with missing school. 

    




How sick is too sick?



When chronic absence surged to around 50% in Fresno, California, officials realized they had to remedy pandemic-era mindsets about keeping kids home sick.

"Unless your student has a fever or threw up in the last 24 hours, you are coming to school. That's what we want," said Abigail Arii, director of student support services.

Often, said Noreida Perez, who oversees attendance, parents aren't aware physical symptoms can point to mental health struggles -- such as when a child doesn't feel up to leaving their bedroom.

More than a dozen states now let students take mental health days as excused absences. But staying home can become a vicious cycle, said Hedy Chang, of Attendance Works, which works with schools on absenteeism.

"If you continue to stay home from school, you feel more disengaged," she said. "You get farther behind."

Changing the culture around sick days is only part of the problem.

At Fresno's Fort Miller Middle School, where half the students were chronically absent, two reasons kept coming up: dirty laundry and no transportation. The school bought a washer and dryer for families' use, along with a Chevy Suburban to pick up students who missed the bus. Overall, Fresno's chronic absenteeism improved to 35% in 2022-23.

Melinda Gonzalez, 14, missed the school bus about once a week and would call for rides in the Suburban.

"I don't have a car; my parents couldn't drive me to school," Gonzalez said. "Getting that ride made a big difference."

___

Becky Bohrer contributed reporting from Juneau, Alaska.

___

The Associated Press' education coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    A student directs traffic in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            Students who ousted PM are helping to lead Bangladesh

        
        
            Within a week of unseating Bangladesh's longest-serving prime minister, the students who drove out Sheikh Hasina were directing Dhaka's traffic. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garlon and Shonal Ganguly)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Students who ousted PM are helping to lead Bangladesh
Within a week of unseating Bangladesh's longest-serving prime minister, the students who drove out Sheikh Hasina were directing Dhaka's traffic. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garlon and Shonal Ganguly)
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            A student directs traffic in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            FILE - Protesters celebrate at the Parliament House after news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11

                                    
                                    FILE - Protesters celebrate at the Parliament House after news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            FILE - Activists take part in a protest march against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 2, 2024, to demand justice for more than 200 people killed in last month's demonstrations. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE - Military personnel stand in front of a portrait of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on July 30, 2024, during a national day of mourning to remember the victims of recent deadly clashes. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE - People visit the vandalized museum dedicated to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, father of ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, on Aug. 6, 2024, in Dhaka, Bangladesh. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)
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            FILE - Bangladesh's figurehead President Mohammed Shahabuddin administers the oath of office to Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, right, as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            Nahid Islam, left, talks to Asif Mahmud, both student protest leaders and now ministers in Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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            FILE - Asif Mahmud, a student protest leader who is now in charge of the Sports and Youth Ministry in the interim government, talks in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug.11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE - Men run past a vehicle at the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University Hospital that was set on fire by protesters during a rally against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE - A police officer aims his weapon at protesters in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Aug. 5, 2024, following violence during demonstrations against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Within a week of unseating Bangladesh's longest-serving prime minister, the students who drove out Sheikh Hasina were directing Dhaka's traffic.
Decked out in neon vests, their university IDs slung around their necks, they clutch sticks and umbrellas to wave cars this way and that, filling the void after police went on strike. They stopped drivers, checking their licenses and telling them off for not wearing their seatbelts. Some opened trunks of cars they deemed could belong to officials from the previous government, looking for smuggled riches.
Students have not only manned roads: Two who led the charge against Hasina are settling into the interim government they ushered in just a few days after she resigned and fled to India in a military helicopter. 
Before Hasina was toppled by the student movement with astonishing speed, she was seen as one of the country's most unshakeable leaders. In total, she governed for more than 20 years, most recently winning four straight terms as her rule became ever more autocratic. 

    


The question now is what comes next in a country still reeling from the violence surrounding her removal that left hundreds dead. The students hope they can restore peace and democracy and create a "new Bangladesh," said Asif Mahmud, one of the protest leaders now in charge of the Sports and Youth Ministry. 




"We've got a big responsibility," he said. "We never thought, never had an ambition, that we would take such a responsibility at this age."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There is pressure, but confidence is also there," said 26-year-old Mahmud. 
The student-led protests began with a demand to abolish a quota system for government jobs they said favored Hasina's allies but coalesced into a full-scale revolt against her and her Awami League government. Clashes with security forces, and the deaths that resulted, fueled wider outrage against Hasina's rule, and the students have ridden a wave of popular support.

    


But concerns are also simmering over their lack of political experience, the extent of their ambitions and crucially, how long it will take the interim government to organize elections. Already, the student ministers along with the protesters have said that before any vote is held, they want to reform the country's institutions -- which they say have been degraded by both the Awami League and its rival, the dynastic Bangladesh Nationalist Party.
Experts warn, however, that the interim government is unelected and as such it has no mandate to implement major changes.
The government, headed by Nobel Laureate Muhammad Yunus who was chosen by the students, "must keep in mind that their main responsibility is to hold an election," said Zillur Rahman, executive director of the Center for Governance Studies, a Dhaka-based think tank. "They shouldn't take any policy decisions."
Yunus, an economist and longtime Hasina critic, is known globally for his pioneering use of microcredit to help the poorest of the poor -- but also has never run a government. He's made clear that students will play a critical role in a manner never seen before: "Every ministry should have a student," he said. 

    


Controlling traffic for a few days is one thing but potentially appointing students into ministries could make them "power hungry" at an especially sensitive time, said Rahman. 
Nahid Islam, the other student-turned-minister, acknowledged that they have no governance experience but said the grit and determination they showed in pushing out Hasina was proof that they can get things done.
"We think the students who have succeeded in leading an uprising ... and the citizens are capable enough to build the nation," said Islam, who was born in 1998 and now runs the Ministry of Information and Technology.
In the wake of Hasina's ousting, students have mounted protests and issued ultimatums against authorities seen as close to her, demanding they quit. Six Supreme Court justices, including the chief justice, and the central bank governor all resigned in the past days.
"A modern government cannot be run on such a pattern," said Mahfuz Anam, the editor-in-chief of The Daily Star newspaper, while adding that there have been some steps towards a stable transition process. 

    


Many of the students who spent the past weeks protesting agree. They want the interim government to be neutral -- but insist it must also be untethered to the mainstream political parties their generation has little connection to.
Alvi Mahmud, an 18-year-old student, said that if the interim government does a good job, then "people will not want BNP or Awami League or any traditional, old parties. They will want change. They will want a new way of living."
The burning question is when new elections can be held. Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, a senior BNP leader, told reporters on Monday that the party told Yunus that it would give the interim government reasonable time to create a conducive and democratic environment for the polls. 

    


This could create "a sense of calm in the political environment," said Anam. It could also give student leaders time to politically mobilize ahead of elections. 
"We are not thinking of a political platform yet," said Islam, the new minister. "But a young generation is ready to lead this country, that generation has been built." 
For now, the country and its students are trying to come to terms with the horror of the last few weeks. More than 300 people were killed and tens of thousands injured as security forces cracked down on the demonstrations.
Students are sweeping up the streets that only recently were a battleground stained by the blood of their friends. They're cleaning up debris at homes and university campuses destroyed in the violence. And though some police have returned to the streets after a strike, many students have remained beside them to help direct traffic.
At an intersection in the heart of the city, a statue of Hasina's father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman -- Bangladesh's first leader after its independence in 1971 -- used to tower over the constant flow of traffic. Swept up in both anger and joy after Hasina fled, protesters brought it down. 
A few days ago, the site of the statue was defaced with graffiti against her. "Hasina you smell of dead bodies" was scrawled on the walls. Now, students have covered those words with murals depicting unity and their fight for change.
"We salute those who fought for our victory," someone wrote in red and green, the colors of the Bangladesh flag. "We are one," read another. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-students-hasina-protests-dhaka-7ff5ea5cda8afa7883bc2e852e5d7849
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Democrats trust Harris slightly more than Biden on climate change, an AP-NORC poll finds
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As the Democratic National Convention approaches, a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that Democrats have slightly higher trust in Vice President Kamala Harris' ability to address the issue of climate change than President Joe Biden.
The survey found that 85% of Democrats have "a lot" or "some" trust in Harris to address climate change, while about three-quarters say the same about Biden. That's more true of Democrats under 45: about three-quarters of this group say they have "a lot" or "some" trust in Harris to handle climate issues, compared to about 6 in 10 who say that about Biden. Older Democrats are more likely than younger ones to trust either Biden or Harris.
The finding is an early indication that Democrats may be making distinct evaluations of Harris when it comes to key issues, rather than seeing her as interchangeable with Biden on policy, including issues like climate change where many Democrats are anxious and want to see government action. It also reflects the broader satisfaction Democrats have with Harris as their party's standard-bearer, and gives her an opportunity to appeal to younger Democrats, who are particularly likely to be concerned about climate change. Harris faces Republican nominee Donald Trump in the November election.

    


Aaron Hash, a 43-year-old Democrat and union worker, said he listened to some of Harris' speeches after Biden stepped down and thought, "those are the right words. I'd like to see actions to follow." He believes that the Democratic Party is "still a little bit on the back foot" compared to the Republican Party when it comes to fighting for key causes, including climate change, abortion access and gun control. 




But Harris, he thinks, could change that.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I feel hopeful that we'll see some meaningful protections put back into place," said Hash, who works in chemical manufacturing in Washington state. "I would like to see Democrats hopefully maintain power in the (executive branch) and then take back Congress and pass some protections that were previously protected by Chevron," referring to the Supreme Court's recent decision that reduced the power of agencies like the Environmental Protection Agency. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Democrats trust Harris slightly more than Biden on climate change, an AP-NORC poll finds
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a new poll on Democrats and climate change.

    


    


The problem of climate change is broadly recognized by Democrats. The AP-NORC poll found that 9 in 10 Democrats say climate change is happening, and most say the primary cause is human activities. About 7 in 10 Democrats say they have become more concerned about climate change over the past year. And they want to see government action on the issue: About 8 in 10 Democrats say the federal government is doing too little to reduce climate change, compared to about 6 in 10 independents and about 3 in 10 Republicans.
Younger Democrats are especially likely to feel the emotional weight of climate change. About 6 in 10 Democrats under 45 say "anxious" describes their emotions extremely or very well when they contemplate climate change, compared to about one-third of older Democrats. Younger Democrats are also less likely to say they are feeling motivated or hopeful about climate change. About 7 in 10 younger Democrats say "hopeful" describes their emotions as either "not very" or "not at all" well, compared to 45% of older Democrats.

    


Alex Campbell, a 29-year-old Democrat in Philadelphia, said there is "a lot of existential dread" among Millennials and Gen Z about what the world will look like in 50 years. Campbell gives Biden credit for passing the Inflation Reduction Act, and he thinks Harris would expand on those efforts. He hopes that by having a younger Democrat at the top of the ticket, she might care more about the importance of addressing climate change immediately.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


But Campbell is pessimistic that, even if elected, Harris could make significant progress on climate change without Democratic control of Congress. Like other Democrats, Campbell worries about the role of the Supreme Court in further eroding environmental protections.
"I would probably have more hope with Harris," Campbell said. "Because she is younger, I think she will be more aggressive in her policy proposals. But at the end of the day, if there's no House and Senate that are going to pass these bills, it doesn't really matter."

    


About half of Americans say the outcome of the presidential election in November will be extremely or very important for the issue of climate change -- and the issue of climate change is especially resonant for Democrats. About three-quarters of Democrats say the result of the 2024 election will matter for climate change, compared to 44% of independents and about 2 in 10 Republicans. Older Democrats are slightly more likely than younger ones to say this election is extremely or very important for climate change. 
Nikolas Ostergard, a 21-year-old construction worker in Utah, said he thinks Harris is a stronger communicator than Biden is, and he believes that will allow her to make "an even better impact" on issues that matter to Democrats, including climate change. As a Democrat who will participate in his first presidential election in November, Ostergard is still waiting to hear Harris articulate her own environmental policy plans. He is hopeful that she "will listen more" to the public than Biden did.

    


"At first, I thought it wasn't going to be much better with (Harris) because she was Biden's vice president. But, it does seem like she is taking different approaches, so my hope has gone up," Ostergard said. "My hope for Harris' policies is better than it was for Biden's. And definitely way over my hope for Trump's policies."
___
The poll of 1,143 adults was conducted July 25-29, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.1 percentage points.
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Gaza In Mourning
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                    Palestinians mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                    FILE - Palestinians mourn a child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Mohammad Shouman carries the body of his daughter, Masa, who was killed in an Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, during her funeral in Rafah, southern Gaza, Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in a morgue in Khan Younis, Sunday, Oct. 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at the hospital Rafah, southern Gaza, Thursday, Dec. 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Members of the Abu Sinjar family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Friday, Jan. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                    FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Relatives mourn people killed in an Israeli air strike in Gaza City on Monday, Oct. 9, 2023. Israel's military battled to drive Hamas fighters out of southern towns and seal its borders Monday as it pounded the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - A man holds the body of his daughter who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Rafah, Wednesday, Feb. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside a morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                    FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside a morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside a morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza, Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                    FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, outside a morgue in Rafah, southern Gaza, Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - The bodies of a father and his child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, lie in front of the morgue at Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah, Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at the hospital Rafah, Gaza, Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. ( AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            FILE - A woman mourns the covered bodies of her child and her husband killed in an Israeli army bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday Dec. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                    FILE - A woman mourns the covered bodies of her child and her husband killed in an Israeli army bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday Dec. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinian women react after their home was hit by an Israeli strike in Rafah, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - A Palestinian man holds the body of his young relative who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, during his funeral in Khan Younis, Thursday, Oct. 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. ( AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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                                    FILE - Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, in the hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023. ( AP Photo/Fatima Shbair)
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            FILE - Members of the Abu Sinjar family mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at their house in Rafah, southern Gaza, Friday, Jan. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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                                        More than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed in the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza, which is now in its 11th month, the territory's Health Ministry said Thursday. 
This photo gallery highlights images of Palestinians as they mourn their loved ones, as captured by Associated Press photographer Fatima Shbair throughout the war in Gaza.
___
Follow AP visual journalism:
AP Images blog: http://apimagesblog.com
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/apnews
AP Images on X: http://twitter.com/AP_Images
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Hurricane Ernesto drops torrential rain on Puerto Rico as it strengthens heading toward Bermuda

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Ernesto strengthened into a hurricane Wednesday after pounding Puerto Rico, and the U.S. and British Virgin Islands with wind and rain overnight. Residents of Tortola in the British Virgin Islands captured footage of the strong winds and rain pummeling the island. St. John and St. Croix residents reported island-wide blackouts from the storm. (AP Video/@TeebleKneeble)
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            Ernesto strengthens into a hurricane after pounding Caribbean islands with heavy rain and storm winds

        
        
            Ernesto strengthened into a hurricane Wednesday after pounding Puerto Rico, and the U.S. and British Virgin Islands with wind and rain overnight. Residents of Tortola in the British Virgin Islands captured footage of the strong winds and rain pummeling the island. St. John and St. Croix residents reported island-wide blackouts from the storm. (AP Video/@TeebleKneeble)
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            Ernesto becomes a hurricane after pummeling northeast Caribbean and knocking out power in the region

        
        
            Hurricane Ernesto has dropped torrential rain on Puerto Rico and knocked out power for nearly half of all customers in the U.S. territory. It was gaining strength as it moved over open water toward Bermuda. (AP Video shot by Alejandro Granadillo)
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            La Plata river floods a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            Tourists sit on La Pared beach as Tropical Storm Ernesto passes by Luquillo, Puerto Rico, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 4 p.m EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Ernesto northwest of San Juan, Puerto Rico and moving over open waters, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            La Plata river overflows onto a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    La Plata river overflows onto a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 8 | 
            A man fishes after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            A man pose with a fish after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Rio Grande, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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            La Plata river floods a road after Tropical Storm Ernesto passed through Toa Baja, Puerto Rico, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Granadillo)
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                                        TOA BAJA, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Hurricane Ernesto dropped torrential rain on Puerto Rico and knocked out power for nearly half of all customers in the U.S. territory Wednesday as it threatened to strengthen into a major hurricane en route to Bermuda.

The storm was over open water about 675 miles (1,085 kilometers) south-southwest of Bermuda early Thursday, with maximum sustained winds of 85 mph (140 kph) and moving northwest at 16 mph (26 kph).

A hurricane watch was issued for Bermuda, where tropical storm conditions were possible Friday and hurricane conditions were possible Saturday. Tropical storm warnings were discontinued for Puerto Rico and its outlying islands of Vieques and Culebra and for the U.S. and British Virgin Islands after the storm passed.

"I know it was a long night listening to that wind howl," U.S. Virgin Islands Gov. Albert Bryan Jr. said at a news conference.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Hurricane Ernesto drops torrential rain on Puerto Rico while pummeling northeast Caribbean
    

    
    
    In an AP interview, National Hurricane Center Specialist Lisa Bucci says Ernesto, now a hurricane, is headed toward Bermuda.

    


An islandwide blackout was reported on St. Croix, and at least six cellphone towers were offline across the U.S. territory, said Daryl Jaschen, emergency management director. 

Schools and government agencies were closed in the U.S. and British Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, where heavy flooding was reported in several areas, forcing officials to block roads, some of which were strewn with trees. More than 140 flights were canceled to and from Puerto Rico.





    



"A lot of rain, a lot of rain," Culebra Mayor Edilberto Romero said in a phone interview. "We have trees that have fallen on public roads. There are some roofs that are blown off."

Flash flood warnings remained up because of continuing rain.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


In the north coastal town of Toa Baja, which is prone to flooding, dozens of residents moved their cars to higher areas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"Everyone is worried," Victor Baez said as he sipped beer with friends and watched the rain fall. He only briefly celebrated that he had power. "It's going to go out again," he predicted.

Ernesto, a Category 1 hurricane, was gradually strengthening and could become a Category 3 hurricane by Friday. Its center was expected to pass near Bermuda on Saturday. Between 3 and 6 inches of rain was forecast, with more possible in isolated places.

    



"Residents need to prepare now before conditions worsen," Bermuda's National Security Minister Michael Weeks said. "Now is not the time for complacency."

Forecasters also warned of heavy swells along the U.S. East Coast.

"That means that anybody who goes to the beach, even if the weather is beautiful and nice, it could be dangerous ... with those rip currents," said Robbie Berg, warning coordination meteorologist with the National Hurricane Center.

More than 640,000 customers lost power in Puerto Rico, and 23 hospitals were operating on generators, Gov. Pedro Pierluisi said Wednesday. He added that crews were assessing damage and it was too early to tell when electricity would be restored.

"We are trying to get the system up and running as soon as we can," said Juan Saca, president of Luma Energy, the company that operates transmission and distribution of power in Puerto Rico.

Luma Energy said earlier Wednesday that its priority was to restore power to hospitals, the island's water and sewer company and other essential services. More than 300,000 customers were without water as a result of power outages, Pierluisi said.

Puerto Rico's power grid was razed by Hurricane Maria in 2017 as a Category 4 storm, and it remains frail as crews continue to rebuild the system.

"It's just frustrating that this many years later, we continue to see something like a storm cause such widespread outages in Puerto Rico, particularly given the risk that these outages can cause for vulnerable households in Puerto Rico," said Charlotte Gossett Navarro, the Hispanic Federation's chief director for Puerto Rico.

Not everyone can afford generators on the island of 3.2 million people with a more than 40% poverty rate.

"People already prepared themselves with candles," said Lucia Rodriguez, a 31-year-old street vendor.

Rooftop solar systems are scarce but keep growing in Puerto Rico, where fossil fuels generate 94% of the island's electricity. At the time Maria hit, there were 8,000 rooftop installations, compared with more than 117,000 currently, according to the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis.

Ernesto is the fifth named storm and the third hurricane of this year's Atlantic hurricane season. Since 1966, only four other years have had three or more hurricanes in the Atlantic by mid-August, according to Philip Klotzbach, Colorado State University hurricane researcher.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has predicted an above-average Atlantic hurricane season this year because of record warm ocean temperatures. It forecast 17 to 25 named storms, with four to seven major hurricanes.

___

Associated Press journalists Julie Walker in New York and Gabriela Aoun in San Diego contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Iranian women not wearing their mandatory headscarf, or hijab, walk in Tehran, Iran, Saturday, Aug. 5, 2023. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- On a darkened road beside the Caspian Sea, Iranian police officers opened fire last month on a 31-year-old woman who had tried to speed away likely knowing they wanted to seize her vehicle.
Police had been ordered to impound her car, activists say, because of an earlier violation of Iran's headscarf law for showing her hair in public while driving.
Now unable to walk and confined to a bed at a police hospital, Arezou Badri -- a mother of two -- is the latest casualty of Iran's renewed crackdown over headscarves, or hijabs. Her shooting occurred nearly two years after 22-year-old Mahsa Amini died while in police custody over an alleged headscarf violation, sparking nationwide protests over women's rights and against the country's theocracy. 
As the Sept. 16 anniversary of Amini's death approaches, Iran's new reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian has promised to ease enforcement of the headscarf law. But the murky details of Badri's shooting and a recent video of a girl being manhandled in the streets of Tehran show the dangers still lurking for those willing to disobey it.

    


"They have elevated it to the most serious crime, where the police is allowed basically to shoot to kill," said Hadi Ghaemi, executive director of the New York-based Center for Human Rights in Iran. "That's really a war on women."




Badri's shooting occurred around 11 p.m. on July 22 along a coastal road in Iran's northern Mazandaran province as she drove home from a friend's house with her sister, activists say. A brief account published by Iran's state-run IRNA news agency quoted police Col. Ahmad Amini as saying patrol officers had ordered a vehicle with tinted windows to stop, but that it didn't. It made no mention of the hijab violation or impound notice. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officers appear to have first fired at Badri's car's tires, according to the group Human Rights Activists in Iran, which spoke to people with knowledge of the shooting. As Badri continued driving, officers fired into the vehicle, the group said; the gunfire pierced her lung and damaged her spine. 

    


Under Iranian law, police must fire a warning shot, then aim to wound below the waist before taking a potentially fatal shot at a suspect's head or chest. If the suspect is driving, officers typically aim first for the tires. 
Why police initially stopped Badri's car remains unclear, though activists blame it on the impound alert over the hijab violation. It's also unknown whether any police vehicle at the scene had a camera that recorded the shooting or if any officer there wore a body camera. 
There are no public statistics of fatal police shootings in Iran. Police firearms training and tactics vary widely, as some officers face more paramilitary duties in areas like Iran's restive Sistan and Baluchestan provinces. 
Iran's Interior Ministry, which oversees the country's police, did not respond to questions about the shooting from The Associated Press. 
Authorities are holding Badri at a police hospital in Tehran under tight security, restricting her family's visits and stopping them from taking photographs of her, activists say. Despite that, an image of Badri was published by the BBC this week, highlighting her case. 

    


"She has no sensation from the waist down and doctors have said that it will be clear in the coming months whether she is completely paralyzed," said one activist in Iran, who requested anonymity for fear of reprisal. 
The hijab became a focal point of demonstrations after the death of Amini in 2022. She died after being arrested for not wearing her headscarf to the liking of police. A United Nations panel has found that Amini died as a result of "physical violence" used against her by the state. 
Amini's death sparked months of protests and a security crackdown that killed more than 500 people and led to the detention of more than 22,000. After the mass demonstrations, police dialed down enforcement of hijab laws, but it ramped up again in April under what authorities called the Noor -- or "Light" -- Plan. 

    


The hijab crackdown remains widely discussed in Iran, even as police and state media rarely report on it. Many women continue to wear their hijabs loosely or leave them draped around their shoulders while walking in Tehran. Women driving without wearing hijabs are believed to have been tracked via surveillance camera technology provided by Chinese firms, matching their faces against a government-maintained photo database, Ghaemi said. 
If they are stopped, that can lead to physical altercations between women and the police.
Surveillance footage published last week by the Iranian reformist news website Ensaf showed a 14-year-old girl manhandled by the morality police in Tehran. Her mother described her daughter's head as being rammed into an electrical box, a female officer pulling her hair and another putting their foot on her neck. Police described the officers' behavior as unprofessional, but also accused the girl of using bad language.

    


"I saw my daughter with a wounded face, swollen lips, a bruised neck, torn clothes and she couldn't even speak," her mother, Maryam Abbasi, told the website. "Her eyes were so swollen from crying that they wouldn't open."
___
Associated Press writer Amir Vahdat in Tehran, Iran, contributed to this report. 
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As fallout surges from Venezuela's election crisis, the region fears another mass exodus

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Wracked with uncertainty after heavily disputed elections in Venezuela, countries across Latin America are bracing themselves for another potential wave of migration. (AP/Marko Alvarez, Cesar Barreto, Mauricio Cuevas, Abraham Teran, Matias Delacroix, India Grant)
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            FILE - The Bolanos children, from left, Sebastian, Kamila and Miguel Angel, from Venezuela, watch videos on a mobile phone outside the bus terminal where they are living with their single mother Keilly and one other sibling, along with other migrants in Villahermosa, Mexico, June 8, 2024. Their mother was captured in the northern state of Juarez, where she said she was beaten by the military in front of her children, loaded on a bus for two days, and left in Villahermosa. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez, File)
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            FILE - Stranded Venezuelan migrants block the border crossing in Tacna, Peru, after Chilean authorities returned them to Peru where authorities won't let them travel further into the country, April 29, 2023. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            FILE - Venezuelan migrant Nelsy Zavala, right, embraces fellow Venezuelan migrant Yeikel Mojica, whom she met while crossing the Darien Gap and said is like a little brother to her, at a temporary camp in Lajas Blancas, Panama, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix, File)
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            FILE - Migrants, mostly Venezuelans, cross a river during their journey through the Darien Gap from Colombia into Panama, hoping to reach the U.S., Oct. 15, 2022. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara, File)
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            FILE - Venezuelan migrants stand on the banks of the Rio Grande in Matamoros, Mexico, May 12, 2023, a day after pandemic-related asylum restrictions called Title 42 were lifted. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano, File)
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            FILE - Tents set up by migrants, many from Venezuela, cover the plaza outside the Church of La Soledad in Mexico City, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte, File)
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            FILE - Sebastian, the son of Venezuelan migrant couple Karen Salazar and Luis Henrique, runs inside the shelter "Nuestra Casa" or Our Home in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, Thursday, May 30, 2024. After fleeing Venezuela and finding life as a migrant intolerable in Colombia and then Ecuador, Sebastian's family migrated to Chile. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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                                        LIMA, Peru (AP) -- President Nicolas Maduro's contested claim of victory in last month's election not only threw Venezuela into uncertainty but also spread anxiety from neighboring Colombia to faraway Chile as the region braced for a new migration surge.
Over the past decade since Maduro became president, the United Nations estimates that a staggering 7.7 million Venezuelans have fled as the economy collapsed, sneaking across porous borders and crowding into nearby countries that increasingly fear they cannot accommodate another mass exodus. 
Now, as the crisis over Maduro's widely disputed reelection raises the specter of deeper global isolation in Caracas, pollsters, politicians and members of the diaspora warn that more Venezuelans are packing their bags. 
"There were millions of Venezuelans who expected a political change in the country and who are now frustrated," said Jesus Seguias, who leads regional pollster Datincorp. "They're now caught in uncertainty, deciding whether to leave their country and join relatives who have already left." 

    


Along with the millions of Venezuelans who warily watched Maduro's loyalists in the electoral council declare his victory were throngs of listless workers in the biggest open-air apparel market in Peru, which trails Colombia as the main destination for Venezuelan migrants.




"Everyone is worried because migrants are going to increase," said 38-year-old seamstress Diana Yaranga, grumbling as another morning passed in a blur of plunging sales. She blamed her lack of customers on the arrival of Venezuelans, who account for more than 20% of the 100,000 vendors in the market, according to the local union.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"There will be a fight for jobs," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hand-wringing among street vendors has extended to the highest rungs of government in Peru, Chile and Brazil, where authorities in recent days have increased border security to steel against newcomers as violent protests engulf Caracas. 

    


"It's not that a migratory flow will start now. What can happen is that it may increase and reach a larger scale," said Interior Minister Carolina Toha in Chile, which has strained to accept hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans in the last five years. "We must prepare." 
Chile's interior ministry recently announced the acquisition of thermal cameras to track illegal migrant crossings. Last year the government dispatched armed forces to its border with Bolivia and Peru to curb migration through a perilous Andean pass frequented and is now considering sending reinforcements. 
Backlash toward migrants has intensified in Chile, where in 2021 angry mobs torched a Venezuelan tent encampment in the country's north, as well as in Peru and Ecuador, which have similarly tightened requirements for issuing tourist visas to Venezuelans.
Authorities in those countries now oblige most Venezuelans to present a passport and a clean criminal record, along with other hard-to-obtain paperwork. 
But attempts to curb legal migration have done little more than encourage illegal migration, experts say. 

    


"The immigrants are coming regardless," said Cristian Dona-Reveco, a Chilean sociologist and immigration expert at the University of Nebraska. "When you're trying to deter immigration by closing borders and by not providing safe ways for immigrants to apply for asylum, you're increasing vulnerability, trafficking, dangers and migrant death."
That's the case farther north as well, where a growing number of Venezuelan migrants have trekked through the dangerous Darien jungle, which connects Colombia and Panama, to reach the United States.
"It's a humanitarian alert, with all the drama that this implies," said Colombian senator Angelica Lozano from the Green Party.
Organized criminal groups -- such as Venezuela's largest gang, the Tren de Aragua -- have increasingly taken advantage of the migration surge, preying on the desperation of Venezuelan migrants across Latin America, half of whom cannot afford three meals a day, according to the U.N. refugee agency.
The notorious Tren de Aragua's push into Chile, one of the region's richest and safest countries, has transformed crime in the country and made security a top concern for Chileans. 

    


The nation's homicide rate nearly doubled in 2022 from the year before, shocking the country and prompting leftist President Gabriel Boric to boost security spending and take a harder line on immigration.
"The public perception of Venezuelan migration here has really worsened in the last years, especially as we have seen an increase of violent crime," said Juan Pablo Ramaciotti, executive director of the Migration Policy Center, a Santiago-based think tank. "The most recent arrivals from Venezuela are not integrated into society."
The share of Chileans who say immigration is bad surged to 77% in April 2023, according to Cadem, a pollster, from 31% five years earlier. A Cadem survey published after Venezuela's elections, on Aug. 4, showed that 61% of Chilean respondents opposed the prospect of Venezuelans seeking asylum in their country. 

    


"Chile used to be a very peaceful country and crimes were very minor, not so bloody," said 73-year-old Jose Parra, a retired Chilean lamenting the unprecedented occurrence of hit jobs, extortion and kidnappings in recent years. "That's why people have become so xenophobic." 
With migration a hot issue as Chile's presidential election approaches next year, officials have proposed far-flung solutions like a system of mandatory quotas to share the burden and spread asylum-seekers across Latin America -- similar to the European Union's controversial scheme during its 2015 migration crisis.
Chile's lawmakers have floated another idea, bringing a bill to the floor of Parliament last month that seeks to penalize illegal migrant entries with prison sentences of up to 541 days. A heated debate ensued. 
"There are families who are going to escape from Venezuela. Will we put them in jail?" asked Manuel Monsalve Benavides, the undersecretary of the interior. 
Colombia, a common jumping-off point for Venezuelan migrants, has long been more generous than its neighbors, granting roughly 2 million Venezuelans temporary protected status that allows them to attend school, take formal jobs and receive emergency medical treatment for 10 years. 
But that could change in the coming months as authorities struggle to muster the political will to extend the internationally lauded permit program. The visa applies only to Venezuelans who entered the country before November 2023.
"We don't have the regional resources to handle the migration from Venezuela," said Ronal Rodriguez, a researcher at the Migration Observatory, part of Rosario University in Bogota, Colombia. "The national government no longer prioritizes migration issues." 
Rodriguez said he expects the most immediate Venezuelan exodus to include the parents and grandparents of young engineers, accountants and doctors who have already left for cities like Bogota, Santiago or Lima. 
Venezuela's opposition had hoped an electoral victory would draw that young generation back home and reunite the families torn apart by their country's crises.
But as Maduro clings to power, the reverse may be happening. 
"People are already bringing over their older relatives to spend the next few months together until the presidential inauguration," Rodriguez said. "But if the situation does not improve, it could become a permanent flow." 
___
Suarez reported from Bogota, Colombia, and Batschke from Santiago, Chile.
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Columbia's president resigns after months of turmoil punctuated by clashes over Israel-Hamas war
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                    FILE - Columbia University President Nemat (Minouche) Shafik testifies before the House Committee on Education and the Workforce hearing on "Columbia in Crisis: Columbia University's Response to Antisemitism" on Capitol Hill in Washington, April 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Columbia University President Minouche Shafik resigned Wednesday after a brief, tumultuous tenure that saw the head of the prestigious New York university face heavy scrutiny for her handling of protests and campus divisions over the Israel-Hamas war.
The Ivy League school in upper Manhattan was roiled this year by student demonstrations, culminating in scenes of police officers carrying zip ties and riot shields storming a building that had been occupied by pro-Palestinian protesters. Similar protests swept college campuses nationwide, with many leading to violent clashes with police and thousands of arrests. 
The announcement also comes just days after the school confirmed that three deans had resigned after officials said they exchanged disparaging texts during a campus discussion about Jewish life and antisemitism. 

    


Shafik was also among the university leaders called for questioning before Congress earlier this year. She was heavily criticized by Republicans who accused her of not doing enough to combat concerns about antisemitism on Columbia's campus.
Shafik, who began the role in July last year, announced her resignation in an emailed letter to the university community just weeks before the start of classes on Sept. 3. The university on Monday began restricting campus access to people with Columbia IDs and registered guests, saying it wanted to curb "potential disruptions" as the new semester nears.




In her letter, Shafik heralded "progress in a number of important areas" but lamented that during her tenure it was "difficult to overcome divergent views across our community." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This period has taken a considerable toll on my family, as it has for others in the community," she wrote. "Over the summer, I have been able to reflect and have decided that my moving on at this point would best enable Columbia to traverse the challenges ahead."

    


Columbia's Board of Trustees meanwhile announced that Katrina Armstrong, the CEO of Columbia University Irving Medical Center, will serve as interim president.
"Challenging times present both the opportunity and the responsibility for serious leadership to emerge from every group and individual within a community," said Armstrong, who is also the executive vice president for the university's Health and Biomedical Sciences. "As I step into this role, I am acutely aware of the trials the University has faced over the past year."
Pro-Palestinian protesters first set up tent encampments on Columbia's campus during Shafik's congressional testimony in mid-April, where she denounced antisemitism but faced criticism for how she'd responded to faculty and students accused of bias.
The school sent in police to clear the tents the following day, only for the students to return and inspire a wave of similar protests at campuses across the country, with students calling for schools to cut financial ties with Israel and the companies supporting the war.
As the protest rolled on for weeks, the school was thrust into the national spotlight. Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson showed up to denounce the encampment, while Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez came to support it.

    


Eventually, talks between the school and the protesters came to a standstill, and as the school set a deadline for the activists to clear out, a group instead took over Hamilton Hall.
Even after the protests were cleared, Columbia decided to cancel its university-wide commencement ceremony, instead opting for a series of smaller, school-based ceremonies.
The campus was mostly quiet this summer, but a conservative news outlet in June published images of what it said were text messages exchanged by administrators while attending the May 31 panel discussion "Jewish Life on Campus: Past, Present and Future." 
The officials were removed from their posts, with Shafik saying in a July 8 letter to the school community that the messages were unprofessional and "disturbingly touched on ancient antisemitic tropes."
Shafik's critics were quick to cheer the end of her tenure, which is one of the shortest in school history. 

    


Johnson, the house speaker, said her resignation was "long overdue" and should serve as a cautionary example to other university administrators that "tolerating or protecting antisemites is unacceptable and will have consequences."
The student group Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine wrote in a post on the social media platform X that Shafik "finally got the memo" after months of protests. The campus chapter of Jewish Voice for Peace wrote it will "not be placated by her removal as the university's repression of the pro-Palestinian student movement continues."
Other prominent Ivy League leaders have stepped down in recent months, in large part due to their response to the volatile protests on campus.
University of Pennsylvania President Liz Magill resigned in December after less than two years on the job amid pressure from donors and criticism over testimony at a congressional hearing where she was unable to say under repeated questioning that calls on campus for the genocide of Jews would violate the school's conduct policy.

    


And in January, Harvard University President Claudine Gay resigned amid plagiarism accusations and similar criticism over her testimony before Congress.
Shafik said she will return to the United Kingdom to lead an effort by the foreign secretary's office to review the government's approach to international development.
"I am very pleased and appreciative that this will afford me the opportunity to return to work on fighting global poverty and promoting sustainable development, areas of lifelong interest to me," she wrote. 
Shafik was the first woman to take on the role, joining several women newly appointed to take the reins at Ivy League institutions.
The Egyptian-born economist previously led the London School of Economics, but had made her mark largely outside academia with roles at the World Bank, the United Kingdom's Department for International Development, the International Monetary Fund and the Bank of England.
At the time of Shafik's appointment, Columbia Board of Trustees chair Jonathan Lavine had described her as a leader with an "unshakable confidence in the vital role institutions of higher education can and must play in solving the world's most complex problems."
___
Associated Press reporter Jake Offenhartz in New York contributed to this story.
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Ukraine says it has taken more ground and prisoners during its advance into Russia border region

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Russian rocket strike hit a school in the Ukrainian region of Sumy days after Kyiv launched its incursion into Russia. Serhii Zaichenko, a guard at the school, said the strike on August 8 killed two brothers, one of whom was six years old. (AP video shot by: Alex Babenko)
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            Ukrainian school guard shows damage from Russian strike in days after Kyiv launched incursion

        
        
            A Russian rocket strike hit a school in the Ukrainian region of Sumy days after Kyiv launched its incursion into Russia. Serhii Zaichenko, a guard at the school, said the strike on August 8 killed two brothers, one of whom was six years old. (AP video shot by: Alex Babenko)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Ukrainian school guard shows damage from Russian strike in days after Kyiv launched incursion
A Russian rocket strike hit a school in the Ukrainian region of Sumy days after Kyiv launched its incursion into Russia. Serhii Zaichenko, a guard at the school, said the strike on August 8 killed two brothers, one of whom was six years old. (AP video shot by: Alex Babenko)
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            Commander tells Zelenskyy Ukraine controls 74 settlements in Russia's Kursk region

        
        
            Ukraine now controls 74 settlements in Russia's Kursk region, military chief Oleksandr Syrskyi told President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Tuesday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Commander tells Zelenskyy Ukraine controls 74 settlements in Russia's Kursk region
Ukraine now controls 74 settlements in Russia's Kursk region, military chief Oleksandr Syrskyi told President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Tuesday.
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            Evacuations in Russia's Kursk region continue as Ukrainian cross-border incursion enters second week

        
        
            Russian state media aired footage on Wednesday of people being evacuated from villages in the Kursk region and taking shelter at a local boxing center. Dozens of evacuees lined up in the Kursk region to receive humanitarian aid.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Evacuations in Russia's Kursk region continue as Ukrainian cross-border incursion enters second week
Russian state media aired footage on Wednesday of people being evacuated from villages in the Kursk region and taking shelter at a local boxing center. Dozens of evacuees lined up in the Kursk region to receive humanitarian aid.
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, Russian soldiers fire Giatsint-S self-propelled gun towards Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            Ukrainian servicemen sit inside their APC after returning from Russian Kursk region, near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, Russian soldiers fire Giatsint-S self-propelled gun towards Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, a Su-34 bomber of the Russian air force drops FAB-500 bombs on Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            A Ukrainian armoured vehicle drives at the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A local woman hauls her bicycle in front of Ukrainian APC near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Serhii Zaichenko, 63, school guard walks in the corridor of his school which was heavily damaged after Russian airstrike in Mohrytsia, near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. Zaichenko said two people were killed, including one child. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen ride atop on armoured vehicle at the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Serhii Zaichenko, 63, school guard shows his school which was heavily damaged after Russian airstrike in Mohrytsia, near Russian-Ukrainian border, Sumy region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. Zaichenko said two people were killed, including one child. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trench being built southeast of Lgov, west of Kursk, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This image released by Maxar Technologies shows a trench from Selektsionnyi to Lgov, Russia, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian forces pushed on with their major cross-border advance into Russia's Kursk region for a second week Wednesday, claiming that they took more ground, captured more Russian prisoners and destroyed a bomber in attacks on military airfields.
Assault troops advanced 1 to 2 kilometers (about a mile) farther into areas of Kursk on Wednesday, the commander of the Ukrainian military, Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, said in a video posted on President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's Telegram channel. 
Ukrainian troops also took more than 100 Russian soldiers prisoner, Syrskyi said. Zelenskyy said they would eventually be swapped for Ukrainian prisoners of war.
Additionally, the troops destroyed a Russian Su-34 jet used to launch devastating glide bombs at Ukrainian front-line positions and cities, Ukraine's General Staff said.
The surprise Ukrainian push into the Kursk region that began Aug. 6 has rattled the Kremlin. The daring operation is the largest attack on Russia since World War II and could involve as many as 10,000 Ukrainian troops backed by armor and artillery, military analysts say.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Syrskyi claims Ukrainian forces have advanced into 1,000 square kilometers (about 390 square miles) of the Kursk region, though it was not possible to independently verify that claim.




If true and if Ukraine actually controls all of that territory in the Kursk region, it would have captured in just one week almost as much Ukrainian land as Russian forces took -- 1,175 square kilometers (450 square miles) -- between January and July this year, according to calculations by the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russian authorities acknowledged the Ukrainian gains in the Kursk region, but they described them as smaller than what Kyiv has claimed. Even so, they have evacuated about 132,000 people from the Kursk and Belgorod regions and have plans to evacuate another 59,000 more.

    


Ukraine's deputy prime minister, Iryna Vereschuk, said Wednesday that the military plans to open humanitarian corridors that would allow civilians in Ukraine-controlled areas of the Kursk region to head elsewhere in Russia or into Ukraine.
Ukraine also claimed that overnight Tuesday into Wednesday, it conducted its biggest attack on Russian military airfields since the start of the Kremlin's full-scale invasion in February 2022.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

A Ukrainian security official told The Associated Press that the aim was to sap Russia's air power advantage. He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly.
A Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesperson said Tuesday that Kyiv has no intention to occupy the Russian territory it controls. Rather, it aims to stop Russia from firing missiles into Ukraine from Kursk, he said.
Analysts say Kyiv's forces targeted the Kursk region because Russia's weak command and control structure there made it vulnerable.
"The situation is still highly fluid, but with clear signs that the Russian command and control of responding units is still coming together, with all-important unity of command not yet achieved," said retired U.S. Vice Adm. Robert Murrett, a professor and deputy director of Syracuse University's Institute for Security Policy and Law. "The next 2-3 days will be critical for both sides."

    


In AP video shot in Ukraine's Sumy region, which borders Kursk and which analysts say is serving as a staging ground for the cross-border advance, Ukrainian trucks and armored vehicles traveled along roads lined with thick forests.
Meanwhile, Russia's Belgorod border region, which is next to Kursk, declared a regional emergency Wednesday during heavy Ukrainian shelling. A federal emergency was declared in Kursk on Saturday.
Belgorod Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov described the situation there as "extremely difficult and tense," as the attacks destroyed homes and caused civilian casualties, unnerving locals.
Children, in particular, are being moved to safety, Gladkov said on his Telegram channel, adding that about 5,000 children were in camps in safe areas. He said the previous day that roughly 11,000 people had fled their homes, with about 1,000 staying in temporary accommodation centers.

    


It wasn't clear how, when -- or whether -- Ukraine would attempt to extricate itself from the ground it has taken. The Ukrainian military claims it controls 74 settlements, believed to be villages or hamlets, in the Kursk region.
Ukraine's 1+1 TV channel published a video report Wednesday that it said was from Sudzha, a Russian town about 10 kilometers (6 miles) from the border. The report showed burned-out columns of Russian military vehicles, and Ukrainian soldiers handing out humanitarian aid to local residents and removing Russian flags from an administrative building.
Russia's predicament is whether to pull troops from the front line in Ukraine's Donetsk region, where achieving a breakthrough is one of the Kremlin's primary war goals, to defend Kursk and halt the Ukrainian advance.

    


United States President Joe Biden said Tuesday that the developments in Russia are "creating a real dilemma" for Russian President Vladimir Putin. Biden declined to comment further on the top-secret operation until it is over.
The Institute for the Study of War said the incursion is unlikely to shift the dynamics of the conflict.
"Russian authorities will likely remain extremely averse to pulling Russian military units engaged in combat from (Donetsk) and will likely continue deploying limited numbers of irregular forces to Kursk ... due to concerns about further slowing the tempo of Russian operations in these higher priority directions," it said late Tuesday.
A woman in Belgorod told the AP on Tuesday that the Ukrainian shelling had been more intense for about 10 days until Monday, when it was followed by a lull. The number of people in Belgorod who openly supported the war has decreased since the start of the intensified Ukrainian attacks, she told the AP, speaking on condition of anonymity because of security concerns.
"When explosions started near the city, when people were dying and when all this started happening before our eyes ... and when it affected people personally, they stopped at least openly supporting" the war, the woman said.
In his nightly address Tuesday, Zelenskyy said the Kursk operation is also meant to lift the country's spirits after 900 days of war and to make an emphatic statement about Ukraine's military capabilities.
"Now all of us in Ukraine should act as unitedly and efficiently as we did in the first weeks and months of this war, when Ukraine took the initiative and began to turn the situation to the benefit of our state," Zelenskyy said.
___
Burrows reported from London. Barry Hatton in Lisbon, Portugal, contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            Algeria's Imane Khelif, celebrates after defeating Hungary's Anna Hamori in their women's 66kg quarterfinal boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Algerian boxer Imane Khelif poses for a photo after an interview with SNTV at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            FILE -Algeria's Imane Khelif prepares to fight China's Yang Liu in their women's 66 kg final boxing match at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Aug. 9, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French prosecutors opened an investigation into an online harassment complaint made by Olympic boxing champion Imane Khelif after a torrent of criticism and false claims about her sex during the Summer Games, the Paris prosecutor's office said Wednesday.
The athlete's lawyer Nabil Boudi filed a legal complaint Friday with a special unit in the Paris prosecutor's office that combats online hate speech.
Boudi said the boxer was targeted by a "misogynist, racist and sexist campaign" as she won gold in the women's welterweight division, becoming a hero in her native Algeria and bringing global attention to women's boxing.
The prosecutor's office said it had received the complaint and its Office for the Fight against Crimes against Humanity and Hate Crime had opened an investigation on charges of "cyber harassment based on gender, public insults based on gender, public incitement to discrimination and public insults on the basis of origin."

    


Khelif was thrust into a worldwide clash over gender identity and regulation in sports after her first fight in Paris, when Italian opponent Angela Carini pulled out just seconds into the match, citing pain from opening punches. 




Claims that Khelif was transgender or a man erupted online. The International Olympic Committee defended her and denounced those peddling misinformation. Khelif said that the spread of misconceptions about her "harms human dignity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among those who referred to Khelif as a man in critical online posts were Donald Trump and J. K. Rowling. Tech billionaire Elon Musk reposted a comment calling Khelif a man.
Khelif's legal complaint was filed against "X," instead of a specific perpetrator, a common formulation under French law that leaves it up to investigators to determine which person or organization may have been at fault.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


The Paris prosecutor's office didn't name specific suspects. 

    


The development came after Khelif returned to Algeria, where she met with President Abdelmadjid Tebboune on Wednesday and will be welcomed by family later this week in her hometown of Ain Mesbah.
In Algeria, Khelif's former coach Mustapha Bensaou said the boxer's complaint in France was initiated by the Algerian authorities and should "serve as a lesson in defending the rights and honor (of athletes) in Algeria and around the world." 
"All those involved will be prosecuted for violating Imane's dignity and honor," Bensaou said in an interview with The Associated Press. He added: "The attacks on Imane were designed to break her and undermine her morale. Thank God, she triumphed."
The investigation is one of several underway by France's hate crimes unit that are connected to the Olympics.
It is also investigating alleged death threats and cyberbullying against Kirsty Burrows, an official in charge of the IOC's unit for safeguarding and mental health, after she defended Khelif during a news conference in Paris. Under French law, the crimes, if proven, carry prison sentences that range from two to five years and fines ranging from 30,000 to 45,000 euros.
The unit is also examining complaints over death threats, harassment or other abuse targeting six people involved in the Games' opening ceremony, including its director Thomas Jolly.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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A top Hamas official says the group is losing faith in the US as a mediator in Gaza cease-fire talks

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A top Hamas official said the militant group is losing faith in the United States' ability to mediate a ceasefire in Gaza ahead of a new round of talks scheduled for this week amid mounting pressure to bring an end to the 10-month-old war with Israel. (AP video shot by Malak Harb)
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            Hamas political official Osama Hamdan speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Doha, Qatar, Tuesday Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Malak Harb)
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            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from Hamad City, following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave parts of the southern area of Khan Younis, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- A top Hamas official said the Palestinian militant group is losing faith in the United States' ability to mediate a cease-fire in Gaza ahead of a new round of talks scheduled for this week amid mounting pressure to bring an end to the 10-month-old war with Israel.
Osama Hamdan told The Associated Press in an interview Tuesday that Hamas will only participate if the talks focus on implementing a proposal detailed by U.S. President Joe Biden in May and endorsed internationally.
The U.S. referred to it as an Israeli proposal and Hamas agreed to it in principle, but Israel said Biden's speech was not entirely consistent with the proposal itself. Both sides later proposed changes, leading each to accuse the other of obstructing a deal. 
Hamas is especially resistant to Israel's demand that it maintain a lasting military presence in two strategic areas of Gaza after any cease-fire, conditions only made public in recent weeks. 

    


"We have informed the mediators that ... any meeting should be based on talking about implementation mechanisms and setting deadlines rather than negotiating something new," said Hamdan, who is a member of Hamas' Political Bureau, which includes the group's top political leaders and sets its policies. "Otherwise, Hamas finds no reason to participate."




It was not clear late Wednesday if Hamas would attend the talks beginning Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hamdan spoke amid a new push for an end to the war, sparked by the Oct. 7 attack on Israel in which Hamas-led militants killed 1,200 people and dragged about 250 hostages into Gaza. Israel responded with a devastating bombardment and ground invasion that has killed nearly 40,000 Palestinians and decimated wide swaths of the territory. 
There are now fears the conflict could ignite a wider conflagration.
In an hourlong interview, Hamdan accused Israel of not engaging in good faith and said the group does not believe the U.S. can or will apply pressure on Israel to seal a deal.

    


Hamdan claimed Israel has "either sent a non-voting delegation (to the negotiations) or changed delegations from one round to another, so we would start again, or it has imposed new conditions."
Israeli officials had no immediate comment on the claim, but Israel has denied sabotaging talks and accuses Hamas of doing so.
During the interview, Hamdan provided copies of several iterations of the cease-fire proposal and the group's written responses. A regional official familiar with the talks verified the documents were genuine. The official offered the assessment on condition of anonymity in order to share information not made public.
The documents show that at several points Hamas attempted to add additional guarantors -- including Russia, Turkey and the United Nations -- but Israel's responses always included only the existing mediators, the U.S., Egypt and Qatar.
In a statement Tuesday, the Israeli prime minister's office said some changes it has asked for were merely "clarifications" adding details, such as to clauses dealing with how Palestinians will return to northern Gaza, how many hostages will be released during specific phases and whether Israel can veto which Palestinian prisoners will be released in exchange for Israeli hostages. It accused Hamas of asking for 29 changes to the proposal.

    


"The fact is that it is Hamas which is preventing the release of our hostages, and which continues to oppose the outline," Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said earlier this month.
Hamdan, however, claimed that more than once Hamas accepted in whole or in large part a proposal put to them by the mediators only to have Israel reject it out of hand, ignore it, or launch major new military operations in the days that followed.
On one occasion, one day after Hamas accepted a cease-fire proposal, Israel launched a new operation in Rafah in southern Gaza. Israel said the proposal remained far from its demands.
Hamdan said that CIA Director William Burns told Hamas via mediators at the time that Israel would agree to the deal. 

    


But, he said, "the Americans were unable to convince the Israelis. I think they did not pressure the Israelis."
Asked about Hamas' concern about the U.S. role, State Department spokesperson Vedant Patel said: "Well, the United States does not think that Hamas is an honest broker." 
As to whether Hamas will attend the talks, Patel said representatives of Qatar had assured them they would.
"We fully expect these talks to move forward as they should. Our point of view is that all negotiators should return to the table," Patel said.
Negotiations have taken on new urgency as the war has threatened to ignite a regional conflict. 
Iran and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah are mulling retaliatory strikes against Israel after the killings of Hamas' political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, in Tehran and of top Hezbollah commander Fouad Shukur in Beirut. Israel claimed the latter strike, but has neither confirmed nor denied its role in the blast that killed Haniyeh.

    


After a brief truce in November that saw the release of more than 100 Israeli hostages, multiple rounds of cease-fire talks have fallen apart. Around 110 people taken captive remain in Gaza, about a third of them believed to be dead.
Hamdan accused Israel of stepping up its attacks on Hamas leaders after the group agreed in principle to the latest proposal put forward by mediators.
Israel said a July 13 operation in Gaza killed Mohammed Deif, the shadowy leader of Hamas' military wing. More than 90 other people also died, local health officials said.
Hamdan insisted Deif is alive. 
Two weeks later, Haniyeh was killed, with Hamas and Iran blaming Israel. Hamas then named Yahya Sinwar, its Gaza chief seen as responsible for the Oct. 7 attack, to replace Haniyeh -- who had been considered a more moderate figure.
Hamdan acknowledged there are "some difficulties" and delays in communicating with Sinwar, who is believed to be hiding deep in the network of tunnels in the Gaza Strip. But Hamdan insisted this does not pose a major barrier to the negotiations.
The most intractable sticking point in the talks remains whether and how a temporary cease-fire would become permanent.
Israel has been wary of proposals that the initial truce would be extended as long as negotiations continue over a permanent deal. Israel seems concerned Hamas would drag on endlessly with fruitless negotiations.
Hamas has said it is concerned Israel will resume the war once its most vulnerable hostages are returned, a scenario reflected in some of Netanyahu's recent comments.
All versions of the cease-fire proposal shared by Hamdan stipulated that Israeli forces withdraw completely from Gaza in the deal's second phase.
Recently, however, officials with knowledge of the negotiations told the AP that Israel had introduced new demands to maintain a presence in a strip of land on the Gaza-Egypt border known as the Philadelphi corridor, as well as along a highway running across the breadth of the strip, separating Gaza's south and north. Hamas has insisted on a full withdrawal of Israeli forces. 
Hamdan said the group had not yet received in writing the new conditions.
Hamdan acknowledged Palestinians have suffered immensely in the war and are yearning for a cease-fire, but insisted the group couldn't simply give up its demands.
"A cease-fire is one thing," he said, "and surrender is something else."
___
Associated Press writers Samy Magdy in Cairo, Sarah El Deeb in Beirut, David Klepper in Washington and Julia Frankel in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___ Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Kishida will not seek another term, meaning Japan will get a new prime minister in September

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida announced that he will not run in the upcoming party leadership vote. It means Japan will have a new prime minister when his three-year term expires in September.
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, in a surprise move Wednesday, announced he will not run in the upcoming party leadership vote in September, paving the way for Japan to have a new prime minister.
Kishida was elected president of his governing Liberal Democratic Party and became prime minister in 2021. His three-year term expires in September and whoever wins the party vote will succeed him as prime minister because the LDP controls both houses of parliament. A new face is a chance for the party to show that it's changing for the better, and Kishida said he will support the new leader.
"We need to clearly show an LDP reborn," Kishida told a news conference on Wednesday. "In order to show a changing LDP, the most obvious first step is for me to bow out."
"I will not run for the upcoming party leadership election," he said. 

    


Stung by his party's corruption scandals, Kishida has suffered dwindling support ratings that have dipped below 20%.
Regaining public trust in politics is crucial for tackling difficult situations in and outside Japan, he said and called on aspiring party lawmakers to run for leadership and hold active policy debates during the campaign. 




"Once a new leader is decided, I hope to see everyone unite and form a dream team to achieve politics that can gain public understanding," he said.
Kishida said he has been mulling the resignation for some time but waited to put his key policies on track, including an energy policy that calls for a return to nuclear power, a drastic military buildup to deal with security threats in the region, and improving ties with South Korea, as well as political reforms.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

President Joe Biden lauded Kishida's leadership as historic, saying the two of them have worked together to take the U.S.-Japan alliance "to new heights."
"Guided by unflinching courage and moral clarity, Prime Minister Kishida has transformed Japan's role in the world," Biden said in a statement, adding that Kishida's "courageous leadership will be remembered on both sides of the Pacific for decades to come."

    


The U.S. Ambassador to Japan, Rahm Emanuel, also praised Kishida's effort in elevating the U.S.-Japan alliance while also developing separate trilaterals, one with South Korea and another with the Philippines, in the face of China's growing influence. 
Biden and Kishida "literally wrote the organizing chapter of the next era," Emanuel said. 
However, the leader of the main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party, Kenta Izumi, said Kishida may have given up on pursuing party reforms and the investigation into the corruption scandals.
"Whenever the party is in crisis, LDP, for its own survival, has repeatedly changed prime minister and party leader to reset and have voters forget the past," Izumi said. "It's their strategy and people should not be tricked by it."
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres had no comment on the announcement but U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said that "certainly, the secretary-general has been very pleased to be working with prime minister Kishida during his time in office." 

    


A number of senior LDP lawmakers are considered potential candidates, including Kishida's rival and party Secretary-General Toshimitsu Motegi and former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a favorite among voters. Three others who challenged Kishida in the 2021 vote -- Digital Minister Taro Kono, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi and former Gender Equality Minister Seiko Noda -- are also considered potential contenders. 
A winner will replace Kishida as party president, and will be endorsed as the new prime minister in a parliamentary vote soon after. LDP executives are set to decide next week on the date for the party election, expected sometime between Sept. 20 and Sept. 29.
Since the corruption scandal broke, Kishida has removed a number of Cabinet ministers and others from party executive posts, dissolved most party factions that were criticized as the source of money-for-favor politics, and tightened a political funds control law. Ten people -- lawmakers and their aides -- were indicted in January. 

    


Despite Kishida's efforts, support for his government dwindled. 
Local election losses earlier in the year eroded his clout, and LDP lawmakers voiced the need for a fresh face ahead of the next general election, which could be held any time by October 2025. Major losses in the Tokyo metropolitan assembly in July elections also added to the push.
The scandal centers on unreported political funds raised through tickets sold for party events. It involved more than 80 LDP lawmakers, mostly belonging to a major party faction previously led by assassinated former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. The assassination surfaced a scandal over the LDP's decades-old, deep-rooted ties with the Unification Church, for which Kishida has also faced criticism.
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Court removes Prime Minister Srettha from office in another ruling shaking up Thailand's politics

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A court in Thailand on Wednesday removed Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from office over an ethical violation, which further shook up Thai politics after the court ordered the main opposition party to dissolve a week ago. (AP video shot by Jerry Harmer)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Thailand's Constitutional Court removed Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from office over an ethical violation Wednesday, further shaking up Thai politics after ordering the dissolution of the main opposition party a week ago.
The 5-4 ruling removed Srettha from office immediately over a case involving his appointment of a Cabinet member who had been jailed in connection with an alleged bribery attempt. 
The Cabinet will remain in place on a caretaker basis until Parliament approves a new prime minister. It scheduled a vote Friday but has no time limit to fill the position. The caretaker Cabinet could also dissolve Parliament and call a new election.
Srettha said he respected the ruling and that he always sought to act ethically during his time in office, which was less than a year. "I'm sorry that I'd be considered as a prime minister who's unethical, but I'd like to insist that I believe that is not who I am," he said.

    


Phumtham Wechayachai of Srettha's Pheu Thai party and first deputy prime minister and commerce minister under him is expected to become acting prime minister.




The Constitutional Court last week dissolved the progressive Move Forward Party, which won last year's general election, saying it violated the Constitution by proposing an amendment to a law against defaming the country's royal family. The party has already regrouped as the People's Party.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The petition against Srettha was initiated by former members of the military-installed Senate who had refused to approve Move Forward's prime ministerial candidate when the party was attempting to form a government after its election victory. It was seen as a move favoring a pro-military political party in his coalition government.
Thailand's courts, especially the Constitutional Court, are considered a bulwark of the country's royalist establishment, which has used them and nominally independent state agencies such as the Election Commission to cripple or sink political opponents.

    


The United Nations deputy spokesman reiterated a statement from the U.N. human rights' office, which last week expressed regret over the Move Forward Party's dissolution, calling it "a setback to pluralism and democracy in Thailand." Farhan Haq said that in the court's latest action dismissing the prime minister, "we would recommend that due process be followed." 
The Constitutional Court's rulings are "two judicial coups" that are "against international standards and upset the usual checks and balances in a democratic system," said Prajak Kongkirati, a political scientist at Bangkok's Thammasat University.
"It shows that Thailand currently is not a democracy and that the 2017 Constitution handed the judiciary and the independent organizations unbalanced power," he said, a reference to Thailand's current Constitution that was sponsored by the military government that took power in a coup in 2014.
Srettha became prime minister last August, despite his Pheu Thai party finishing second in the general election. After Move Forward was denied power by the Senate whose term ended in May, Pheu Thai -- then the biggest coalition partner of Move Forward -- excluded it from the coalition and joined hands with parties affiliated with the previous military-controlled government to approve a new prime minister.

    


In choosing a new prime minister, Parliament can select from candidates nominated for the post last year by the major political parties. The Pheu Thai party has two eligible candidates, including Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the daughter of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.
Another frontrunner would be Anutin Charnvirakul, head of the Bhumjaithai party, which came third in the election. Currently a deputy prime minister and interior minister, Anutin is a powerbroker in the vote-rich northeast whose family owns a major construction group. He has served in both a military-backed government and the civilian one that it replaced.
Two former senior military officers -- Prayuth Chan-ocha, who served as prime minister for nine years after staging the 2014 coup, and Prawit Wongsuwan, one of Prayuth's deputy prime ministers -- would also be in the running.

    


Srettha had appointed Pichit Chuenban in a Cabinet reshuffle in April. Pichit, jailed for six months in 2008 on contempt of court charges after allegedly trying to bribe a judge with 2 million baht ($55,000) in a grocery bag over a case involving Thaksin, resigned from his post weeks later, when controversy over the incident was revived.
The court said that although Pichit had already served his jail term, his behavior -- as ruled by the Supreme Court -- was dishonest while Srettha, as prime minister, had sole responsibility for vetting his Cabinet nominations. It said Sretth knew about Pichit's past but still nominated him, in violation of the ethics codes in the Constitution.

    


Srettha, 62, was a real estate executive before entering politics. He prioritized opening up Thailand after almost a decade of military-backed rule, frequently traveling abroad for trade negotiations. His party pushed a populist plan for a 10,000 baht ($286) handout policy to stimulate the economy. His government also promoted Thai cultural products through a "soft power" agency and the critical tourism sector by loosening entry requirements and other measures.
Srettha, who tried to project an image of a strong CEO, was seen by critics as an agent for Thaksin, who returned from self-imposed exile in August last year in a plea deal his detractors say was essential to Srettha gaining the premiership.
___
Associated Press writers Napat Kongsawad in Bangkok and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Wally Amos, of Kailua, Hawaii, is shown in his home office June 12, 2007, in the Lanikai section of Kailua, Hawaii. Amos, the creator of the cookie empire that took his name and made it famous and who went on to become a children's literacy advocate, has died at age 88, on Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucy Pemoni, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Wallace "Wally" Amos, the creator of the cookie empire that took his name and made it famous and who went on to become a children's literacy advocate, has died. He was 88.
Amos created the Famous Amos cookie empire and eventually lost ownership of the company -- as well as the rights to use the catchy Amos name. In his later years, he became a proprietor of a cookie shop called Chip & Cookie in Hawaii, where he moved in 1977.
He died Tuesday at his home in Honolulu, with his wife, Carol, at his side, his children said. He died from complications with dementia, they said. 
"With his Panama hat, kazoo, and boundless optimism, Famous Amos was a great American success story, and a source of Black pride," said a statement from his children, Sarah, Michael, Gregory and Shawn Amos. 
He was married six times to five women, son Shawn said, explaining that he and Carol had split up, reacquainted and then remarried. 

    


"He loved love," Sarah Amos said. 
They said their dad "inspired a generation of entrepreneurs when he founded the world's first cookie store" on Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles in 1975. 


He had been stationed in Hawaii with the Air Force, and Famous Amos gave him the means to later make it his home. 
Sarah Amos, who was born in Hawaii, remembers her dad flying back and forth to the U.S. mainland and taking business calls at 4 a.m. 
"It's hard to run a business and to work with people on the mainland when you're in Hawaii," she said. "But he made the sacrifice." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While Wally Amos was a great promotor, he struggled as a businessperson and eventually lost control of the company. He walked away from it because he didn't want to just be its face, Sarah Amos said.
Later losing the business and the right to use his name was deeply painful and personal, Shawn Amos said: "The remainder of his life and the remainder of his professional pursuits were attempts to get him to, you know, reclaim that space." 

    


Wally Amos was also co-founder of Uncle Wally's Muffin Co., whose products are found in stores nationwide. But Amos said the fame never really mattered much to him.
"Being famous is highly overrated anyway," Amos told The Associated Press in 2007.
His muffin company, based in Shirley, N.Y., was originally founded as Uncle Noname Cookie Co. in 1992, a few years after Amos lost Famous Amos, which still widely uses his name on its products.
Amos had said the Famous Amos cookies sold today are unlike his cookies, which had lots of chocolate, real butter and pure vanilla extract.
"You can't compare a machine-made cookie with handmade cookie," he told the AP. "It's like comparing a Rolls Royce with a Volkswagen."
Uncle Noname, however, foundered because of debt and problems with its contracted manufacturers.
The company filed for bankruptcy in 1996, abandoned cookies and went into muffins at the suggestion of Amos' business partner, Lou Avignone.
Inside his now-shuttered Hawaii cookie shop, he sold bite-sized cookies similar to the ones he first sold at the Famous Amos Hollywood store. 

    


Amos also was active in promoting reading. His shop, for example, had a reading room with dozens of donated books, and Amos usually spent Saturdays sitting on a rocking chair, wearing a watermelon hat, reading to children.
Sarah Amos recalled him reading to children at Hanahau`oli School and continuing to do so even after she graduated from the small elementary school. 
The former high school dropout penned eight books, served as spokesperson for Literacy Volunteers of America for 24 years and gave motivational talks to corporations, universities and other groups.
Amos earned numerous honors for his volunteerism, including the Literacy Award presented by President George H.W. Bush in 1991.
"Your greatest contribution to your country is not your signature straw hat in the Smithsonian, but the people you have inspired to learn to read," Bush said.
In one of his books, "Man With No Name: Turn Lemons Into Lemonade," Amos explained how he lost Famous Amos even before it was sold for $63 million to a Taiwanese company in 1991. Despite robust sales, by 1985, the business was losing money, so Amos brought in outside investors.

    


"The new owners gobbled up more of my share until all of a sudden, I found I had lost all ownership in the company I founded," Amos wrote. Before long, the company had changed ownership four times.
Sarah Amos said that after parting ways with Famous Amos, he stopped baking for about two years. After rediscovering a love of baking, he launched the Hawaii business, Chip & Cookie, in 1991. 
Born in Tallahassee, Florida, Amos moved to New York City at age 12 because of his parents' divorce. He lived with an aunt, Della Bryant, who taught him how to make chocolate chip cookies.
He later dropped out of high school to join the Air Force before working as a mailroom clerk at the William Morris Agency, where he became a talent agent, working with The Supremes, Simon & Garfunkel and Marvin Gaye before borrowing $25,000 to launch his cookie business.

    


He was the first Black agent in the business, Shawn Amos, said. 
Shawn and Sarah said that after becoming parents themselves, they realized how meaningful the chocolate chip cookie is to their family.
"The first time we made cookies with our kids, it sort of sunk in, this is actually a family thing," Shawn said. "It's a gift he gave us. It's part of our heritage."
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            FILE - Arizona abortion-rights supporters gather for a news conference prior to delivering more than 800,000 petition signatures to the state Capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            FILE - A man enters the Arizona Supreme Court building on April 10, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- An informational pamphlet for Arizona voters, who will decide in the fall whether to guarantee a constitutional right to an abortion, can refer to an embryo or fetus as an "unborn human being," the state's highest court ruled Wednesday.
The Arizona Supreme Court justices sided with Republican lawmakers, who drafted the language sent to all voters in the state, over proponents of the ballot measure on abortion rights. 
The ruling comes as abortion foes have long worked to give embryos and fetuses the same legal and constitutional protections on par with those of the women carrying them. The issue was highlighted recently when the Alabama Supreme Court ruled that frozen embryos are legally protected children, forcing lawmakers to scramble to enact protections for in vitro fertilization.
Democrats have made abortion rights a central message since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, and it is a key part of their efforts in this year's elections. They hope the ballot measure in Arizona, one of a handful of battleground states that will determine which party controls the presidency and the U.S. Senate, will drive sympathetic voters to cast a ballot. 
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    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on a ruling over wording about abortion rights.

    


    


The ruling drew swift criticism from the ballot measure's backers, who argued the phrase "unborn human being" is neither impartial nor objective. They said they were concerned that Arizonans would be subjected to biased and politically charged words.




"We are deeply disappointed in this ruling, but will not be deterred from doing everything in our power to communicate to voters the truth of the Arizona Abortion Access Act and why it's critical to vote YES to restore and protect access to abortion care this fall," the group, Arizona for Abortion Access, said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The ballot measure would allow abortions until an embryo or fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions allowing later-term abortions to save the mother's life or to protect her physical or mental health. It would restrict the state from adopting or enforcing any law that would prohibit access to the procedure.

    


Arizona House Speaker Ben Toma, a Republican who co-chairs the legislative council, the panel that drafted the disputed language, said it's intended to help voters understand the current law.
"The Arizona Supreme Court's ruling is correct," Toma said. 
Arizona for Abortion Access sued the majority-Republican legislative council for including what the group called politicized language. The Superior Court agreed, finding that the GOP-favored language was "packed with emotion and partisan meaning." That ruling was overturned by the Supreme Court, whose seven justices were appointed by Republican governors.
The brief ruling, signed by Vice Chief Justice John Lopez, did not explain the justices' rationale, saying a full opinion would be released later. Justice Clint Bolick, whose wife is a Republican lawmaker on the legislative council, recused himself from the case.
The language describing an embryo or fetus as an "unborn human being" will go in a pamphlet that gives voters information on candidates and ballot measures to help inform their choices. The secretary of state's office, which determines what gets printed on the ballot itself, said "unborn human being" would not appear there.

    


The secretary of state's office said Monday that it had certified 577,971 signatures, far above the number required to put the question before voters.
As anti-abortion groups and Republican allies reel from a string of defeats at the ballot box, many have used an array of strategies to keep abortion rights off the ballot, including through monthslong legal battles over ballot initiative language. 
In Missouri, for example, Republican Attorney General Andrew Bailey stonewalled the abortion-rights campaign for months before the secretary of state, Republican Jay Ashcroft, tried to describe the proposal to voters as allowing "dangerous and unregulated abortions until live birth." A state appeals court last year ruled that Ashcroft's wording was politically partisan and tossed it out. In Florida, language was at the center of attempts by the state's Republican attorney general to keep a proposed abortion rights amendment off the ballot. Many of these strategies build off of those seen last year in Ohio, where voters overwhelmingly passed a state constitutional amendment protecting abortion rights.

    


Other tactics to thwart abortion ballot measure efforts have included attempts to remove signatures from petitions, legislative pushes for competing ballot measures that could confuse voters, and attempts to raise the thresholds for ballot initiatives or ban residents from placing abortion initiatives on the statewide ballot altogether.
___
Associated Press writers Christine Fernando and Kimberlee Kruesi contributed. 
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            FILE - Bluebonnets, the state flower of Texas, surround Big Tex as storm clouds move in above, Friday, Sept. 27, 2013, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File)
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            FILE - Dallas Fire-Rescue EMS loads one of the wounded onto a cart after a shooting at the State Fair of Texas on Saturday night, Oct. 14, 2023, in Dallas. (Jason Janik/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- The State Fair of Texas is laying down a new rule before millions of visitors flock through the gates for corn dogs, deep-fried delights and a friendly wave from a five-story cowboy named Big Tex: No guns allowed.
But that decision by fair organizers -- which comes after a shooting last year on the 277-acre (112-hectare) fairgrounds in the heart of Dallas -- has drawn outrage from Republican lawmakers, who in recent years have proudly expanded gun rights in Texas. On Wednesday, the state's attorney general threatened a lawsuit unless the fair reversed course. 
"Dallas has fifteen days to fix the issue," Republican Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton said in a statement, "otherwise I will see them in court."
Tensions over where and how gun owners can carry firearms in public are frequent in Texas, but the standoff with one of the state's most beloved institutions has moved the fight onto unusual turf. The fair has not backed down since cowboy hat-wearing organizers announced the new policy at a news conference last week.
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    AP correspondent Lisa Dwyer reports the Texas State fair is banning firearms, drawing the ire of Republican officials.

    


    


The fair, which reopens in September and lasts for nearly a month, dates back to 1886. In addition to a maze of midway games, car shows and the Texas Star Ferris wheel -- one of the tallest in the U.S. -- the fairgrounds are also home to the annual college football rivalry between the University of Texas and University of Oklahoma. And after Big Tex, the towering cowboy that greets fairgoers, went up in flames in 2012 due to an electrical short, the fair mascot was met with great fanfare upon its return. 




But a shooting near the rows of food booths last year dampened the revelry. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Investigators said one man opened fire on another, injuring three people and resulting in police clearing the fairgrounds. Videos posted on social media showed groups of people running along sidewalks and climbing barriers as they fled.

    


Defending the new policy Wednesday, fair spokesperson Karissa Condoianis acknowledged it has attracted "both criticism and praise." She noted that the fair previously allowed gun owners to carry concealed weapons "even after virtually all other public events ceased to allow the same."
"This is the right decision moving forward to ensure a safe environment and family-friendly atmosphere," Condoianis said. 
Republicans lawmakers urged the fair to reconsider in a letter signed by more than 70 legislators, arguing that the ban made the fairgrounds less safe and was "anything but a celebration of Texas."
In a separate letter to the City of Dallas, Paxton argued that the ban infringes on the rights of Texas gun owners. The city owns Fair Park, where the annual fair takes place; Paxton argued that gun owners can carry on property owned or leased by the government unless otherwise prohibited by state law. 
A city spokesperson said in a statement Wednesday that they were reviewing Paxton's letter "and will respond accordingly."
Condoianis said Wednesday that the fair, which is a private, not-for-profit organization, "is not a government entity nor is it controlled by a government entity." She said they are aware of Paxton's letter to the city, and that it appears he's "seeking clarification" on the city's relationship with the fair and its use of Fair Park under the long-term lease agreement between the two parties.

    


Condoianis also disagreed that the ban makes the fair less safe, saying the policy is similar to rules at large community gatherings such as sporting events and concerts. She also noted that 200 uniformed and armed Dallas police officers and fair safety team members will be patrolling the fairgrounds. The fair said on its website that attendees go through a screening process before entering.
The fair is a "microcosm of the kind of mystique that comes with Texas," said Brian Franklin, associate director of the Center for Presidential History at Southern Methodist University in Dallas. The fair, he said, speaks to Texans' desire to emphasize the state's rural cowboy heritage and being on the cutting edge of technology.
"You can go to the hall where it's all the most amazing new cars and maybe other exhibits about technology," he said, "and then you can also go and see the show cows."
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Stonehenge's 'altar stone' originally came from Scotland and not Wales, new research shows

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The mysterious Altar Stone at Stonehenge might have been transported more than 700km from north east Scotland. Scientists have revealed the fascinating study about the stone circle but the revelation brings as many questions as it does answers.
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            FILE - The world heritage site of Stonehenge is seen in Wiltshire, England on Dec. 17, 2013. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            In this photo provided by researchers in August 2024, Stonehenge's Altar Stone lies underneath two Sarsen stones in Wiltshire, England. (Nick Pearce/Aberystwyth University via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The ancient ritual meaning of Stonehenge is still a mystery, but researchers are one step closer to understanding how the famous stone circle was created.
The unique stone lying flat at the center of the monument was brought to the site in southern England from near the tip of northeast Scotland, researchers reported Wednesday in the journal Nature. It's not clear whether the 16-foot (5-meter) stone was carried by boat or across land -- a journey of more than 460 miles (740 kilometers).
"It's a surprise that it's come from so far away," said University of Exeter archaeologist Susan Greaney, who was not involved in the study.
For more than a hundred years, scientists believed that Stonehenge's central sandstone slab -- long called the "altar stone" -- came from much closer Wales. But a study last year by some of the same researchers showed that the stone didn't match the geology of Wales' sandstone formations. The actual source of the stone remained unknown until now.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stonehenge's 'altar stone' originally came from Scotland and not Wales, new research shows
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a new study into the origins of the Stone Henge altar stone.

    


    


For the study, the team was not permitted to chip away rocks at the site, but instead analyzed minerals in bits of rock that had been collected in previous digs, some dating back to the 1840s. They found a match in the sandstone formations of Orcadian Basin in northeast Scotland, a region that includes parts of the tip of the Scottish peninsula as well as the Orkney Islands.




"That geological 'fingerprint' isn't repeated in any other area of sediment in the U.K.," said Aberystwyth University geologist Nick Pearce, a study co-author.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Greaney said the difficult logistics of moving the stone such a long distance show a high level of coordination and cultural connection between these two regions of ancient Britain. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Stonehenge was constructed around 5,000 years ago, with stones forming different circles brought to the site at different times. The placement of stones allows for the sun to rise through a stone "window" during summer solstice. The ancient purpose of the altar stone -- which lies flat at the heart of Stonehenge, now beneath other rocks -- remains a mystery. 

    


"Stonehenge isn't a settlement site, but a place of ceremony or ritual," said Heather Sebire, senior curator at English Heritage, who was not involved in the study. She said that past archaeological excavations had not uncovered evidence of feasting or daily living at the site.
Previous research has shown cultural connections -- such as similarities in pottery styles -- between the area around Stonehenge and Scotland's Orkney Islands. Other stones at Stonehenge came from western Wales.
While Britain is dotted with other Neolithic stone circles, "the thing that's unique about Stonehenge is the distance from which the stones have been sourced," said Aberystwyth University's Richard Bevins, a study co-author.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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After a stroke, this musician found his singing voice again with help from a special choir

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A choir for stroke survivors is helping one musician find his singing voice again. It meets weekly at Mount Sinai, and stroke survivor Ron Spitzer says the choir has been crucial to his recovery. (AP Video/Shelby Lum)
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            Ron Spitzer, stroke survivor, rests at home on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. In the 1980s and '90s, h played bass and drums in rock bands, but a stroke in 2009 put Spitzer in a wheelchair, his voice a whisper. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, stroke survivor, looks at the window as he rests at home, on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, a stroke survivor, walks to his music therapy session on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, a stroke survivor, right, sings during a music therapy session together with music therapist, Christopher Pizzute, second left, and researcher fellow, Jessica Hariwijaya, left, at Mount Sinai Hospital, on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, a stroke survivor, right, listens to music therapist, Christopher Pizzute, left, during a music therapy session at Mount Sinai Hospital, on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, a stroke survivor, right, shops, on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, stroke survivor, walks back home on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, stroke survivor, arrives home on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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            Ron Spitzer, stroke survivor, rests at home on Monday, July 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki)
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                                        In the 1980s and '90s, Ron Spitzer played bass and drums in rock bands -- Tot Rocket and the Twins, Western Eyes and Band of Susans. He sang and wrote songs, toured the country and recorded albums. When the bands broke up, he continued to make music with friends.
But a stroke in 2009 put Spitzer in a wheelchair, partially paralyzing his left arm and leg. He gave away his drum kit. His bass sat untouched. His voice was a whisper.
Now music is part of his healing. Spitzer sings each week in a choir for people recovering from stroke at the Louis Armstrong Center for Music and Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York.
"I've found my voice, quite literally," Spitzer said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: After a stroke, this musician found his singing voice again with help from a special choir
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on the power of singing to heal stroke victims.

    

Scientists are studying the potential benefits of music for people with dementia, traumatic brain injuries, Parkinson's disease and stroke. Music lights up multiple regions of the brain, strengthening neural connections between areas that govern language, memories, emotions and movement.

    


And music seems to increase levels of a specific protein in the brain that's important for making new connections between neurons, said Dr. Preeti Raghavan, a stroke rehabilitation expert at Johns Hopkins Medicine and volunteer for the American Stroke Association.




"It increases the possibility that the brain will rewire," Raghavan said.
Choirs like the one at Mount Sinai offer the hope of healing through music while also providing camaraderie, a place where stroke survivors don't have to explain their limitations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're all part of the same tribe," Spitzer said.
Strokes often damage cells in the brain's left-hemisphere language center, leaving survivors with difficulty retrieving words, a condition called aphasia. Yet the ability to sing fluently can remain, said Jessica Hariwijaya, a research fellow at Mount Sinai who is studying the stroke choir.
Singing can help stroke survivors improve their ability to speak. The National Aphasia Society maintains a list of music and arts programs, including choirs that meet online, for people with the condition.

    


Spitzer's stroke damaged the right side of his brain, which some scientists identify as important for processing musical pitch patterns. He lost the ability to sing familiar music. Once, a Beatles song came on the radio and he tried to sing along but the tune was gone from his mind. He called it an "out-of-body experience." 
"It was like, 'This isn't me,'" he said
Rigorous research is in its early days, with the National Institutes of Health supporting studies on how music works in the brain and how it might be used to treat symptoms of various conditions.
That level of research will be important for music therapy to be more widely reimbursed by health insurers, Raghavan said.
The Mount Sinai study will gauge how participation in the choir affects speech and mood, as researchers compare 20 patients randomly assigned to choir therapy with 20 patients receiving standard care. The study also will measure the effects on the patients' caregivers who participate in the choir.
Now 68, Spitzer has completed other rehabilitation programs that helped him regain physical skills. He walks with a cane, can yell like any New Yorker and has recovered his singing voice.

    


"I attribute a good amount of this recovery to the stroke choir," he said. "For me, just getting back to being able to sing a tune was very invigorating."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Minnesota Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy (9) looks to hand off during the first half of an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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            Minnesota Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy (9) throws against the Las Vegas Raiders during the first half of an NFL football game Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Bruce Kluckhohn)
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            Minnesota Vikings quarterback J.J. McCarthy (9) throws against the Las Vegas Raiders under pressure during the first half of an NFL football game Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        BEREA, Ohio (AP) -- J.J. McCarthy's rookie year with the Minnesota Vikings is already over.
The former Michigan star quarterback and first-round NFL draft pick will miss the season after undergoing surgery to repair torn meniscus in his right knee, which he injured in his preseason debut last week.
McCarthy had the operation on Wednesday after suffering the injury at some point against Las Vegas. McCarthy had been having a solid training camp and was pushing starter Sam Darnold, who signed a one-year, $10 million contract with Minnesota in March.
Vikings coach Kevin O'Connell delivered the news about McCarthy shortly after the team arrived for two days of joint practices with the Browns.
McCarthy's loss was especially tough for a franchise looking for a fresh start after letting Kirk Cousins go as a free agent.
While some may have doubted Minnesota's decision to take McCarthy with the 10th overall pick, the 21-year-old, who led the Wolverines to a national title last season, checked all the boxes over the past few months.

    


"I really believe that J.J. has kind of confirmed to me and a lot of our coaches and players that we got the right guy in the building for the future," O'Connell said. "And he did it in a short amount of time. That's what makes this news hard.




"Because you know just how exciting it would have been as a daily, minute-to-minute process moving forward. But I think that optimism should be felt by anybody in our building and hopefully our fans."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

McCarthy went 11 of 17 for 188 yards with two touchdowns and one interception in the 24-23 win over the Raiders -- a performance that may have led to him getting more reps with the starters.
Following the game, he told the Vikings his knee was sore and imaging tests confirmed the meniscus tear. The Vikings initially hoped McCarthy would only miss a month while acknowledging they wouldn't know for certain until he had surgery.

    


"I'm the most crushed for J.J.," O'Connell said.
According to Sportradar, there have been 135 quarterbacks drafted in the first round since 1967, and McCarthy will be just the eighth not to play as a rookie. The most recent to sit out his whole rookie year was Green Bay's Jordan Love in 2020.
With McCarthy no longer in the mix, Nick Mullens will be Minnesota's No. 2 quarterback. Jaren Hall is No. 3 on the depth chart.
The 29-year-old Mullens started three games for Minnesota last year, when the Vikings' season was derailed by an injury to Cousins and the team cycled through multiple backups.
"He's not just another capable guy in that quarterback room," O'Connell said. "He is providing context, experience and understanding of our offense on a daily basis. His experience last year was critical. I think he learned that he could be an explosive driver of our offense and also had some lessons of taking care of the football and trying to make sure we're playing aggressively but not over the line by putting the ball at risk of being turned over.
"The team is excited about Nick because like many of us we've gone through the ups and downs but he's in a position to really be a guy we can rely on and be a snap away."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            FILE - In this April 5, 2011 file photo, Pringles chips are seen in a posed photo at a West Bath, Maine grocery store. (AP Photo/Pat Wellenbach, File)
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            FILE - This Oct. 14, 2014, photo shows Cheez-It crackers in Concord, N.H. (AP Photo/Matthew Mead, File)
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                                        M&M's maker Mars is buying Kellanova, the maker of Cheez-Its and Pop-Tarts, for nearly $30 billion in an effort to broaden its snacking portfolio and expand globally.
Kellanova was created last year when the Kellogg Co. split into two companies. Chicago-based Kellanova sells many of the former company's most profitable brands, including Pringles, Eggo, Town House, MorningStar Farms and Rice Krispies Treats. It had net sales of more than $13 billion last year and has about 23,000 employees. 
Mars Inc. said Wednesday that it will pay $83.50 per share in cash. The company put the total value of the transaction at $35.9 billion, including debt. 
The deal will give Mars significantly more buying power from suppliers and selling power in negotiations with grocers and other retailers, said Randal Kenworthy, a senior partner specializing in consumer products at the consulting firm West Monroe.

    


Mars and Kellanova combined would control around 8% of the U.S. snack market, he said, compared to a 9% share for PepsiCo, which owns Frito-Lay. 
Kellanova also has a bigger international footprint, which will help Mars expand overseas, Kenworthy said. And Mars has made a lot of improvements in its organizational efficiency that it can apply to Kellanova, he said.


"Strategically it makes a lot of sense," Kenworthy said.
It is the biggest deal in the sector since J.M. Smucker bought Hostess for $5.6 billion last year, and among the largest of 2024 behind Exxon Mobil's $60 billion acquisition of Pioneer Natural Resources and Capital One Financial's $35 billion acquisition of Discover Financial Services.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Steve Cahillane, Kellanova's CEO, president and chairman, said Mars approached Kellanova a few months ago to discuss the deal. Cahillane noted that Kellanova posted higher-than-expected revenue in the last few quarters and reaffirmed its full-year guidance despite challenging economic conditions.

    


"I suspect that Mars -- watching that momentum -- led them to come forward and say, 'You know, now's the time, we ought to talk to these guys,'" Cahillane told The Associated Press in an interview. "So it was really that simple."
Mars' purchase of Kellanova is expected to close in the first half of next year. Once it's complete, Kellanova will become part of Mars Snacking, which is also based in Chicago. 
Cahillane said that while some corporate functions might be consolidated, he expects most Kellanova employees to be folded into Mars.
"They have chewing gum plants, they have pet food plants, we have Pringles plants and Cheez-It plants. You can't make our food at their plants," he said. Cahillane said he will run Kellanova until the deal closes.
Mars, headquartered in McLean, Virginia, is one of the largest privately held companies in the U.S. Mars said it had net sales of $50 billion last year and has 150,000 employees.
"The Kellanova brands significantly expand our snacking platform, allowing us to even more effectively meet consumer needs and drive profitable business growth," Andrew Clarke, global president of Mars Snacking, said in a statement. 

    


Arun Sundaram, an analyst with investment research company CFRA, said he expects U.S. anti-trust regulators to scrutinize the deal given the current backdrop of high food prices. He believes the deal will ultimately go through because there is so little overlap between the portfolios of the two companies.
Kenworthy said regulators might be concerned about the overlap in healthier snacks at the two companies. Kellanova owns the RxBar and NutriGrain brands while Mars owns Kind and Nature's Bakery. But Cahillane said the overlap is very small in the large and fragmented health bar category.
The acquisition would expand Mars' reach into the salty snack category. The company owns brands like Combos and Ben's Original, but it's primarily known for its chocolates, candies and pet food. Mars makes M&M's, Lifesavers, Juicy Fruit gum and Skittles as well as Pedigree and Royal Canin pet foods, among other products.
Sales of some of Mars' products, like gum, have sputtered in recent years as snacking habits shift. And chocolate sales have been declining in the U.S. as younger customers look for other flavors, like sour candy. Unit sales of chocolate in the U.S. have fallen 5.5% over the last year, according to Nielsen IQ.

    


Other companies have also been adding salty snacks to their lineup in pursuit of changing American tastes. In 2017, candy bar maker Hershey acquired Amplify, the maker of Skinny Pop popcorn, for $1.2 billion. Four years later, Hershey spent another $1.2 billion for Dot's Homestyle Pretzels.
The acquisition would also open the door to potentially lucrative product combinations like Skittles-flavored Pop-Tarts or Snickers-flavored Pringles. Such limited-time offers which have been showing up more frequently as food companies try to grab consumers' attention and win space on store shelves.

    


Kenworthy said the timing is ideal because easing inflation and prices will make name-brand snacks more appealing to customers who have been migrating to cheaper store brands. Economists say that many consumers appear to be returning to pre-pandemic norms, when most companies felt they couldn't raise prices very much without losing business. Kellanova lowered its prices by 1% in North America in the second quarter and saw its sales volumes rise 2%.
The other company formed in the Kellogg split, WK Kellogg Co., retained cereal brands like Raisin Bran, Frosted Flakes and Froot Loops, which have struggled with slowing sales in recent years. It is not involved in the deal.
"Mars is getting the crown jewels in term of the spinoff components," Kenworthy said.
Mars got its start in 1911, when founder Frank Mars started making and selling butter cream candy from his home in Tacoma, Washington. The company moved to Chicago in 1929 and introduced the Snickers bar the following year.
Mars has steadily grown through acquisitions. It entered the pet food business in 1935 with the purchase of a U.K. dog food brand and bought the Dove ice cream brand in 1986. In 2008, it purchased the Wrigley chewing gum business for $23 billion.
Shares of Kellanova rose nearly 8% to close at $80.28 on Wednesday.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Mars' brand is Ben's Original, not Uncle Ben's.
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            FILE - Abortion-rights supporters take part in a protest, May 30, 2019, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - Arizona abortion-rights supporters gather for a news conference prior to delivering more than 800,000 petition signatures to the state Capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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                                        Election officials in Arizona and Missouri this week announced that abortion-rights supporters in their states had gathered enough petition signatures to put proposed amendments on the ballot enshrining abortion rights into their states' constitutions.
The decisions mean voters in more than a half-dozen states will be deciding abortion measures this fall. The proposals are likely to drive up voter turnout, potentially affecting elections for president, Congress, governor and other state offices. 
The U.S. Supreme Court removed the nationwide right to abortion with a 2022 ruling, which sparked a national push to have voters decide.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since the decision, most Republican-controlled states have passed abortion restrictions, including 14 that ban it at every stage of pregnancy. Most Democratic-led states have laws or executive orders to protect access.

    


Voters in all seven states that have had abortion questions before voters since 2022 -- California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, Ohio and Vermont -- have sided with abortion rights supporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

What is on 2024 ballots?
MISSOURI
Missouri voters will decide whether to guarantee a right to abortion with a constitutional amendment that would reverse the state's near-total ban.




The secretary of state's office certified Tuesday that an initiative petition received more than enough signatures from registered voters to qualify for the general election. It will need approval from a majority of voters to become enshrined in the state constitution.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Missouri ballot measure would create a right to abortion until a fetus could likely survive outside the womb without extraordinary medical measures, generally considered around 23 or 24 weeks into pregnancy. The ballot measure would allow abortions after fetal viability if a health care professional determines it's necessary to protect the life or physical or mental health of the pregnant woman. 

    


ARIZONA
Voters in Arizona will decide in November whether to amend the state constitution to add the right to an abortion up to about 24 weeks into pregnancy. The Arizona secretary of state's office said Monday that it had certified enough signatures to put the measure on the ballot.
Under the proposed amendment, the state would not be able to ban abortion until the fetus is viable, with later abortions allowed to protect a woman's physical or mental health. Opponents of the proposed amendment say it goes too far and could lead to unlimited and unregulated abortions in Arizona. Supporters say it would protect abortion access free from political interference.
Abortion is currently legal for the first 15 weeks of pregnancy in Arizona.
Notably, the informational pamphlet for voters who will decide the fate of the amendment can refer to a fetus as an "unborn human being" according to a ruling handed down by Arizona's Supreme Court on Wednesday. It's unclear, however, whether any specific language contained in the pamphlet will appear on the ballot.
COLORADO
Colorado's top election official confirmed in May that a measure to enshrine abortion protections in the state constitution, along with requirements that Medicaid and private health insurers cover abortion, made the ballot for the fall election.

    


Supporters said they gathered nearly double the required number of signatures needed.
Amending the state constitution requires the support of 55% of voters.
Abortion is already legal at all stages of pregnancy in Colorado.
FLORIDA
The state Supreme Court ruled in April that a measure to legalize abortion until viability could go on the ballot despite a legal challenge from the state. Attorney General Ashley Moody had argued that there are differing views on the meaning of "viability" and that some key terms in the proposed measure are not properly defined.
To pass, the measure needs support from at least 60% of voters, a high threshold that supporters say they are hopeful of reaching after collecting nearly a million signatures on the petition to get it on the ballot.
Abortion is currently illegal in Florida after the first six weeks of pregnancy under a law that took effect May 1.

    


MARYLAND
Maryland voters also will be asked this year to enshrine the right to abortion in the state's constitution. Abortion is already allowed in Maryland until viability.
NEVADA
The Nevada Secretary of State's office announced in June that a ballot question to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution has met all of the requirements to appear in front of voters in November.
Under the amendment, abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy -- or later to protect the health of the pregnant person -- would be protected. To change the constitution, voters would need to approve it in both 2024 and 2026.
Abortion up until viability is already allowed in the state under a law passed in 1990. 
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota voters will decide this fall on a constitutional amendment that would ban any restrictions on abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy. The measure would allow the state in the second trimester to "regulate the pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." An abortion ban would be allowed in the third trimester, as long as it included exceptions for the life and health of the woman. 

    


Opponents have sued to try to take the initiative off the ballot.
What's on the ballot in New York?
While not explicitly preserving a right to abortion, a reproductive rights question is on the ballot in New York. The measure would bar discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes" and "reproductive healthcare," along with sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin and disability. Abortion is currently allowed in New York until fetal viability.
The question was on the ballot, then removed in May by a judge who found lawmakers missed a procedural step when they put it there. An appeals court reinstated it in June.
Where else could abortion be on the ballot in 2024? 
MONTANA
Abortion rights proponents in Montana have proposed a constitutional amendment that would bar the government from denying the right to abortion before viability or when it is necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant person.
After a legal battle over the ballot language, the Montana Supreme Court in April wrote its version of the language that would appear on the ballot if enough valid signatures are certified. Sponsors were required to submit about 60,000 signatures by June 21. They turned in nearly twice that many -- about 117,000 -- and backers have said counties have validated more than enough signatures. The secretary of state has until Aug. 22 to finalize the November ballot.
Abortion is already legal until viability in the state under a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion.
NEBRASKA
Competing abortion measures could be before voters in November after supporters of each said this month that they turned in far more signatures than the 123,000 required for ballot access.
One would enshrine in the state constitution the right to abortion until viability. Supporters said they submitted more than 207,000 signatures.
The other would write into the constitution the current law, which bars abortions after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, with some exceptions. Its backers said they submitted more than 205,000 signatures.
The measure that gets the most votes will become part of the state constitution.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/abortion-election-2024-roe-ballot-4403190b898e501b0834053c3417d072



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Dozens of pregnant women being turned away from ERs despite law | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Dozens of pregnant women, some bleeding or in labor, are turned away from ERs despite federal law

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Associated Press analysis of federal hospital investigations finds that more than 100 pregnant women in medical distress who sought help from emergency rooms were turned away or negligently treated since 2021. (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)
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            Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
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            Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Kyleigh Thurman, one of the patients who is filing a federal complaint against an emergency room for not treating her ectopic pregnancy, talks about her experience at her studio, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Burnet County, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Bleeding and in pain, Kyleigh Thurman didn't know her doomed pregnancy could kill her.

Emergency room doctors at Ascension Seton Williamson in Texas handed her a pamphlet on miscarriage and told her to "let nature take its course" before discharging her without treatment for her ectopic pregnancy.

When she returned three days later, still bleeding, doctors finally agreed to give her an injection to end the pregnancy. It was too late. The fertilized egg growing on Thurman's fallopian tube ruptured it, destroying part of her reproductive system. 

That's according to a complaint Thurman and the Center for Reproductive Rights filed last week asking the government to investigate whether the hospital violated federal law when staff failed to treat her initially in February 2023. 

"I was left to flail," said Thurman, 35. "It was nothing short of being misled." 

The Biden administration says hospitals must offer abortions when needed to save a woman's life, despite state bans enacted after the Supreme Court overturned the constitutional right to an abortion more than two years ago. Texas is challenging that guidance and, earlier this summer, the Supreme Court declined to resolve the issue.

More than 100 pregnant women in medical distress who sought help from emergency rooms were turned away or negligently treated since 2022, an Associated Press analysis of federal hospital investigations found.

Two women -- one in Florida and one in Texas -- were left to miscarry in public restrooms. In Arkansas, a woman went into septic shock and her fetus died after an emergency room sent her home. At least four other women with ectopic pregnancies had trouble getting treatment, including one in California who needed a blood transfusion after she sat for nine hours in an emergency waiting room. 
Abortion bans complicate risky pregnancy care



In Texas, where doctors face up to 99 years of prison if convicted of performing an illegal abortion, medical and legal experts say the law is complicating decision-making around emergency pregnancy care. 

Although the state law says termination of ectopic pregnancies isn't considered abortion, the draconian penalties scare Texas doctors from treating those patients, the Center for Reproductive Rights argues. 

"As fearful as hospitals and doctors are of running afoul of these state abortion bans, they also need to be concerned about running afoul of federal law," said Marc Hearron, a center attorney. Hospitals face a federal investigation, hefty penalties and threats to their Medicare funding if they violate the federal law. 

The organization filed complaints last week with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service alleging that different Texas emergency rooms failed to treat two patients, including Thurman, with ectopic pregnancies.

One complaint says Kelsie Norris-De La Cruz, 25, lost a fallopian tube and most of an ovary after an Arlington, Texas, hospital sent her home without treating her ectopic pregnancy, even after a doctor said discharge was "not in her best interest."

"The doctors knew I needed an abortion, but these bans are making it nearly impossible to get basic emergency healthcare," she said in a statement. "I'm filing this complaint because women like me deserve justice and accountability from those that hurt us."

Conclusively diagnosing an ectopic pregnancy can be difficult. Doctors cannot always find the pregnancy's location on an ultrasound, three doctors consulted for this article explained. Hormone levels, bleeding, a positive pregnancy test and an ultrasound of an empty uterus all indicate an ectopic pregnancy. 

"You can't be 100% -- that's the tricky part," said Kate Arnold, an OB-GYN in Washington. "They're literally time bombs. It's a pregnancy growing in this thing that can only grow so much." 

Texas Right to Life Director John Seago said state law protects doctors from prosecution for terminating ectopic pregnancies, even if a doctor "makes a mistake" in diagnosing it. 

"Sending a woman back home is completely unnecessary, completely dangerous," Seago said.

But the state law has "absolutely" made doctors afraid of treating pregnant patients, said Hannah Gordon, an emergency medicine physician who worked in a Dallas hospital until last year. 

She recalled a patient with signs of an ectopic pregnancy at her Dallas emergency room. Because OB-GYNs said they couldn't definitively diagnose the problem, they waited to end the pregnancy until she came back the next day.

"It left a bad taste in my mouth," said Gordon, who left Texas hoping to become pregnant and worried about the care she'd receive there. 
"Oh my God, I'm dying"



When Thurman returned to Ascension Seton Williamson a third time, her OB-GYN told her she'd need surgery to remove the fallopian tube, which had ruptured. Thurman, still heavily bleeding, balked. Losing the tube would jeopardize her fertility. 

Her doctor told her she risked death if she waited any longer.

"She came in and she's like, you're either going to have to have a blood transfusion, or you're going to have to have surgery or you're going to bleed out," Thurman said, through tears. "That's when I just kind of was like, 'Oh my God, I'm, I'm dying.'"

The hospital declined to comment on Thurman's case, but said in a statement it "is committed to providing high-quality care to all who seek our services."

In Florida, a 15-week pregnant woman leaked amniotic fluid for an hour in Broward Health Coral Springs' emergency wait room, according to federal documents. An ultrasound revealed the patient had no amniotic fluid surrounding the fetus, a dangerous situation that can cause serious infection. 

The woman miscarried in a public bathroom that day, after the emergency room doctor listed her condition as "improved" and discharged her, without consulting the hospital's OB-GYN.

Emergency crews rushed her to another hospital, where she was placed on a ventilator and discharged after six days. 

Abortions after 15 weeks were banned in Florida at the time. Broward Health Coral Springs' obstetrics medical director told an investigator that inducing labor for anyone who presents with pre-viable premature rupture of membranes is "the standard of care, has been a while, regardless of heartbeat, due to the risk to the mother." 

The hospital declined comment. 

In another Florida case, a doctor admitted state law had complicated emergency pregnancy care. 

"Because of the new laws ... staff cannot intervene unless there is a danger to the patient's health," a doctor at Memorial Regional Hospital in Hollywood, Florida, told an investigator who was probing the hospital's failure to offer an abortion to a woman whose water broke at 15 weeks, well before the fetus could survive. 
Troubles extend beyond abortion ban states



Serious violations that jeopardized a mother or her fetus' health occurred in states with and without abortion bans, the AP's review found.

Two short-staffed hospitals -- in Idaho and Washington -- admitted to investigators they routinely directed pregnant patients to other hospitals. 

A pregnant patient at a Bakersfield, California, emergency room was quickly triaged, but staff failed to realize the urgency of her condition, a uterine rupture. The delay, an investigator concluded, may have contributed to the baby's death. 

Doctors at emergency rooms in California, Nebraska, Arkansas and South Carolina failed to check for fetal heartbeats or discharged patients who were in active labor, leaving them to deliver at home or in ambulances, according to the documents.

Nursing and doctor shortages, trouble staffing ultrasounds around-the-clock and new abortion laws are making the emergency room a dangerous place for pregnant women, warned Dara Kass, an emergency medicine doctor and former U.S. Health and Human Services official.

"It is increasingly less safe to be pregnant and seeking emergency care in an emergency department," she said.

__

This story was first published on Aug. 12, 2024. It was updated on Aug. 14, 2024, to correct that Kyleigh Thurman is 35, not 25.
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Americans give Harris an advantage over Trump on honesty and discipline, an AP-NORC poll finds

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new AP-NORC poll also shows that Americans give Harris an edge over Trump on traits like honesty, discipline and commitment to democracy; however, they also give Trump an advantage on his handling of immigration and the economy. (AP Video by Serkan Gurbuz)
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            This combination of photos shows Vice President Kamala Harris, left, on Aug. 7, 2024 and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris has a perceived advantage over former President Donald Trump on several leadership qualities such as honesty, a poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds, although Americans are slightly more likely to trust Trump on the economy and immigration.

Nearly half of Americans say that "committed to democracy" and "disciplined" are attributes that better describe Harris. About 3 in 10 say these qualities better describe Trump. 

About 4 in 10 say Harris is someone who "cares about people like you" while about 3 in 10 say that about Trump. About 4 in 10 say "honest" better describes Harris and 24% say that quality better describes Trump.

Both parties are racing to define Harris as she prepares to accept the Democratic nomination at the party's convention next week. The poll suggests she carries some of the same baggage that weighed down President Joe Biden before he ended his reelection bid but has advantages over Trump when they're compared to each other. And Democrats continue to be much happier about her candidacy than they were about Biden's.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    





    



Trump has spent the campaign championing himself as a strong leader who is capable of handling tough crises facing the country and suggesting that foreign leaders wouldn't respect Harris in the White House. But he doesn't have an advantage with Americans on that characteristic, according to the survey. Four in 10 U.S. adults see Trump as a strong leader, and roughly the same share say that about Harris. About 4 in 10 say Trump is capable of handling a crisis, and a similar share say Harris is better positioned to do so.

Americans are about evenly divided between who they think is more capable of winning in November -- Trump or Harris. In July, before Biden dropped out of the race, only about 2 in 10 Americans thought he was more capable of winning, while about twice as many thought that about Trump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"Trump had a better chance when Joe Biden was running," said Lisa Miller, a 42-year-old student in Elko, Nevada, and a Republican. "I think a lot of people who were insecure about Joe Biden are more secure with Kamala Harris' age and cognitive abilities."





    




Trump has advantages on the economy and immigration

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Americans give Harris an advantage over Trump on honesty and discipline, an AP-NORC poll finds
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports, a new poll asks voters whether Donald Trump or Kamala Harris has the right stuff to be president.

    


Americans are more likely to trust Trump over Harris when it comes to handling the economy or immigration, but the difference is slight -- 45% say Trump is better positioned to handle the economy, while 38% say that about Harris. The difference is similar in handling immigration. Independents are about twice as likely to trust Trump over Harris on economic issues, and they give him the advantage on immigration as well.

Howard Barnes, a 36-year-old artist in San Francisco, is a Republican who says he trusts Trump over Harris on the border.

"She doesn't really seem to be proactive about it or even interested in it," Barnes said.

Harris has more of an advantage over Trump when it comes to handling issues related to race and racial inequality, abortion policy, and health care. Roughly half of U.S. adults say Harris would do a better job than Trump handling each of those issues, compared with about 3 in 10 for Trump. Harris is especially strong among Democrats, independents and women on the issue of abortion policy.

    



Democrats and independents give her the edge on health care, as well as on issues of race and racial inequality. About two-thirds of Black adults say Harris is the candidate they trust more on that issue, as well as about half of Hispanic adults and white adults.

Harris' strengths also accentuate two areas where Republicans give Trump relatively low marks: abortion policy and issues related to race and racial inequality. Only about 6 in 10 Republicans trust Trump over Harris on these issues.

There are possible signs of trouble for Harris in the poll, though. Only about 6 in 10 Democrats trust her over Trump to do a better job handling the war in Gaza, her lowest rating within her party on the issues asked about. About one-quarter of Democrats say they trust neither Trump nor Harris on this topic.

    




Democrats are more excited about the election now



About two-thirds of Democrats say "excited" describes either extremely well or very well how they would feel if Harris were to be elected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The enthusiasm represents a sharp reversal from when Biden was the Democrats' candidate: an AP-NORC poll from March found that only 4 in 10 Democrats said "excited" would describe their feelings extremely or very well if he won another term. About 7 in 10 Democrats say "satisfied" would describe their emotions at least very well if Harris won. That's also a shift from March, when half of Democrats said this about Biden.

"There's definitely joy and there's definitely hope, and I feel like that's something that's been missing," said Meaghan Dunfee, a 33-year-old public-sector worker in Hamilton, New Jersey. "I don't think we've had that in a long time on the Democratic side."

About 2 in 10 independents say they would be either excited or satisfied by Harris being elected, an increase from their response to the Biden question in March. Roughly half of independents say excitement would describe their emotions at least "somewhat" well, up from about one-quarter in March. Similar shares of independents say they would be excited or satisfied about Trump being elected.

    



___

Cooper reported from Phoenix. 

___

The poll of 1,164 adults was conducted August 8-12, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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Israel-Hamas war latest: Israeli strikes kill at least 17 in Gaza overnight, Palestinians say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A strike in Nuseirat in the Gaza Strip before midnight on Tuesday took the lives of the entire Abu Naba family. It was the latest of the bombardments that killed dozens on Tuesday, as mediators and the international community pushed for a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas.
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            Israeli strikes in Gaza kill dozens as mediators push for ceasefire deal

        
        
            A strike in Nuseirat in the Gaza Strip before midnight on Tuesday took the lives of the entire Abu Naba family. It was the latest of the bombardments that killed dozens on Tuesday, as mediators and the international community pushed for a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israeli strikes in Gaza kill dozens as mediators push for ceasefire deal
A strike in Nuseirat in the Gaza Strip before midnight on Tuesday took the lives of the entire Abu Naba family. It was the latest of the bombardments that killed dozens on Tuesday, as mediators and the international community pushed for a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas.
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            Dead and injured brought to central Gaza hospital after Israeli strikes

        
        
            Israeli strikes across the Gaza Strip overnight and into Wednesday killed at least 17 people, including five children and their parents, Palestinian health officials said. (Production: Wafaa Shurafa )


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Dead and injured brought to central Gaza hospital after Israeli strikes
Israeli strikes across the Gaza Strip overnight and into Wednesday killed at least 17 people, including five children and their parents, Palestinian health officials said. (Production: Wafaa Shurafa )
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            EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - A worker unzips a body bag to display a Palestinian family, consisting of five children aged 2 to 11 and their parents, in the morgue at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, after an Israeli strike hit their home in the Nuseirat refugee camp, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            FILE - Caravans and simple structures for residents of the West Bank Bedouin village of Umm al-Khair, foreground, are seen near the Israeli settlement of Carmel, background, on July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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            FILE - Caravans and simple structures for residents of the West Bank Bedouin village of Umm al-Khair, are seen at the entrance on July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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                                    FILE - Caravans and simple structures for residents of the West Bank Bedouin village of Umm al-Khair, are seen at the entrance on July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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            FILE - Yasser Hathaleen stands in the ruins of his family home in the West Bank village of Umm al-Khair, on July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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            FILE - Tariq Hathaleen with a map showing the West Bank village of Umm al-Khair, top, and the Israeli settlement of Carmel on July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)
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                                        Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes across the Gaza Strip overnight and into Wednesday killed at least 17 people, including five children and their parents.
The strikes came on the eve of new talks aimed at reaching a cease-fire in the 10-month war. The United States, Qatar and Egypt are hoping to broker an agreement, but the sides remain far apart on several issues after months of indirect negotiations.
A top Hamas official has told The Associated Press the group is losing faith in the U.S. as a mediator in the Gaza cease-fire talks. It was not clear late Wednesday if Hamas would attend the talks beginning Thursday.
The overall Palestinian death toll in the war has almost reached 40,000, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
One strike hit a family home late Tuesday in the built-up Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza, which dates back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation. It killed five children, ranging in age from 2 to 11, and their parents, according to the nearby Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Israel-Hamas war latest: Israeli strikes kill at least 17 in Gaza overnight, Palestinians say
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the latest from Ukraine's incursion into Kursk in Russia.

    


    


An Associated Press reporter who saw the bodies said they had been dismembered by the blast and the 2-year-old had been decapitated.




In the nearby Maghazi refugee camp, a strike on a home early Wednesday killed four people, the hospital said. In the southern city of Khan Younis, the Health Ministry's emergency service said first responders recovered the bodies of four men killed in a strike on a residential tower late Tuesday. Two more people were killed in a strike on a house in the northern town of Beit Lahiya, according to the emergency service.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Health authorities in Gaza do not say whether those killed in Israeli strikes are militants or civilians. Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas because the militants operate in residential areas. The army rarely comments on individual strikes.

    


___
Here's the latest:
White House says latest round of cease-fire talks will be key
WASHINGTON -- White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre says the latest round of talks about a cease-fire in fighting between Israel and Hamas in Gaza are going to be key.
"Tomorrow's going to be an important day. We want to see a cease-fire. We want to see an end to this war, we want to see hostages come home, including American hostages, we want to see (an) increase of humanitarian aid going into Gaza," she said. "And we believe the way to deescalate the tensions that we're seeing in the Middle East is to get to this deal."
Pressed on how there could be meaningful talks if Hamas isn't participating -- as it has threatened not to -- Jean-Pierre suggested the group might be bluffing.
"There's always political posturing. We see this all the time in advance of talks. That's not new," she said.
Jean-Pierre refused to comment on the U.S. being potentially frustrated with additional Israel demands for a cease-fire, saying, "I'm not going to get into negotiations from here."
UN chief pushes for talks in Qatar to lead to an immediate cease-fire
UNITED NATIONS - The United Nations chief, the U.N. envoys for the Middle East and Lebanon, and the commander of U.N. peacekeeping forces in southern Lebanon have been reaching out to try to maintain calm and prevent a regional conflict, the U.N. deputy spokesman says.

    


Farhan Haq said Secretary-General Antonio Guterres is pushing again for talks in Qatar on Thursday to lead to an immediate humanitarian cease-fire, the release of hostages seized during Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in southern Israel, and improved humanitarian access.
"And we'(re hoping this can be achieved one way or another," he told reporters Wednesday.
Haq also said U.N. humanitarian officials and their partners report that Israeli evacuation orders Tuesday in two areas of eastern Khan Younis affect 5,200 people and have "impacted essential services, including eight water and sanitation facilities, as well as two primary health care centers, disrupting medical services in the area."
In Deir Al Balah, Haq said, residents in the Zawayda area received evacuation orders in phone calls which were followed by a targeted attack on an open site with tents that had been evacuated.

    


"Fortunately, no injuries were reported in this incident," he said. "Emergency response teams and humanitarian agencies are working to assist the displaced people and address the disruptions to essential services."
The U.S. says it remains committed to talks to end the conflict in Gaza
WASHINGTON -- The U.S. remains committed to talks to end the conflict in Gaza, a State Department spokesperson said Wednesday in response to comments from a top Hamas official that it was losing faith in the United States' ability to mediate a cease-fire.
Spokesperson Vedant Patel rejected Hamas' assertion, saying the U.S. believes the talks can result in a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
"Well, the United States does not think that Hamas is an honest broker," Patel said, responding to a reporter's question about Hamas concerns that the U.S. was not negotiating honestly.

    


Responding to reports that Hamas will sit out the talks, Patel said representatives of Qatar are working to secure their participation.
"We fully expect these talks to move forward as they should. Our point of view is that all negotiators should return to the table," Patel said. "Our Qatari partners have assured us that there will be representation from Hamas."
Patel was asked about Tuesday's announcement that the U.S. has approved $20 billion in arms sales to Israel, including fighter jets and advanced air-to-air missiles, and whether it contradicted claims that the U.S. is seeking peace in the region. Patel said the deal is part of a "long-standing security partnership with Israel." He said there was no conflict between the arms deal and a statement from Secretary of State Antony Blinken Tuesday criticizing Israeli National Security Minister Ben-Gvir for visiting Jerusalem's most holy site, a move many Muslims see as provocative.
Patel repeated that criticism on Wednesday, saying Ben-Givr's visit detracts "from our stated goal of a two-state solution and cause greater instability in the region," Patel said.
Israel's ultranationalist finance minister says Israel will create a new settlement in West Bank
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- Israel's ultranationalist finance minister said Wednesday that Israel is creating a new Israeli settlement in the occupied West Bank near Jerusalem, in what critics said was the latest land grab in the territory.
In a post on X, Bezalel Smotrich said the new settlement would "allow the continued momentum and building of the settlement enterprise." He said it was part of Israel's response to recognition by some countries of the state of Palestine, and was meant to prevent the creation of a future Palestinian state.
Peace Now, an Israeli settlement watchdog group, said the new Nahal Heletz settlement will be built several kilometers southwest of Jerusalem. Construction was likely still years away.
Smotrich, a firebrand settlement supporter, has overseen a number of land seizures in the occupied West Bank since the Israel-Hamas war erupted last October, and has advocated for the formal annexation of the territory and for Israeli settlements to be re-established in Gaza after war is over. Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005.
Over the past 10 months, the far-right minister, who is a key governing partner of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, has also introduced crippling financial sanctions on the Palestinian Authority, which governs urban clusters of the Israel-occupied territory.
Last month, Peace Now said 2024 is already the peak year for Israel land seizure in the West Bank.
Hamas blasts U.S. for approving $20 billion arms sales to Israel
BEIRUT -- The Palestinian militant group Hamas blasted the United States for approving a $20 billion arms sales to Israel saying this makes it a "full partner" in the war against the Palestinian people.
Hamas' statement Wednesday came a day after the State Department said the U.S. has approved $20 billion in arms sales to Israel, including scores of fighter jets and advanced air-to-air missiles.
Hamas said the American military support to Israel comes in the framework of "full adoption of the brutal and criminal behavior to this rogue entity."
It added that the U.S. support to Israel confirms that Washington is "a full partner in the genocidal and ethnic cleansing war" against Palestinians.
Top Hamas official tells the AP the group is losing faith in the U.S. as mediator
DOHA, Qatar -- A top Hamas official has told The Associated Press the Palestinian militant group is losing faith in the United States' ability to mediate a cease-fire in Gaza.
Osama Hamdan said in an interview Tuesday that Hamas will only participate in a new round of talks scheduled for this week if they focus on implementing a proposal detailed by U.S. President Joe Biden in May and endorsed internationally.
The U.S. described it as an Israeli proposal and Hamas agreed to it in principle, but Israel said Biden's speech was not entirely consistent with the proposal itself. Both sides later proposed changes, leading each to accuse the other of obstructing a deal to end the 10-month war.
Israel's prime minister greenlights departure of negotiation team to Qatar for cease-fire talks
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday the Israeli leader has greenlighted the departure of a negotiating team to Qatar for cease-fire talks.
International mediators are launching a new round of talks on Thursday meant to finally wind down the war in Gaza and free hostages held there.
Israel and Hamas have been mulling an internationally-backed cease-fire proposal detailed in late May by President Joe Biden.
Sticking points remain between the sides, who have each accused the other of obstructing a deal. The killing of Hamas' leader in a blast in Tehran last month has also complicated progress on reaching a deal.
It was not clear if Hamas would attend Thursday's talks in Qatar's capital Doha.
The 10-month-long war has killed nearly 40,000 Palestinians, displaced much of Gaza's population and set off a humanitarian catastrophe in the territory.
The war was sparked by Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks on southern Israel, when militants killed 1,200 people and took another 250 captive.
Hezbollah says it has fired rockets at a northern Israeli town in retaliation
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group says it fired rockets at a northern Israeli town on Wednesday in retaliation for an Israeli airstrike that wounded more than a dozen people.
Lebanon's Health Ministry and state media said the airstrike targeting a motorcycle in the southern Lebanese village of Abbasiyeh wounded 17 people, four of them seriously. Hezbollah later said its fighters fired rockets toward the Israeli town of Kiryat Shmona in retaliation. There were no immediate reports of injuries in Israel.
Cross-border fire has occurred almost daily since the current war in Gaza began. Since then more than 500 people, mostly Hezbollah fighters, have been killed in Lebanon.
Palestinian death toll in Gaza is almost at 40,000, Health Ministry says
The overall Palestinian death toll in the 10-month Israel-Hamas war has almost reached 40,000. That's according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
The ministry says the toll has reached at least 39,965. It says another 92,294 people have been wounded. The ministry in its daily update also says the bodies of 36 people killed by Israeli strikes have been brought to local hospitals over the past 24 hours. It doesn't distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count.
Senior Biden adviser urges 'diplomatic action' to end Israel-Hamas war, fearing escalations could 'spiral out of control'
BEIRUT -- A senior adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden on Wednesday said it was critical to take advantage of "this window for diplomatic action" to end the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip and ongoing hostilities in Lebanon, fearing that ongoing escalations could "spiral out of control."
Amos Hochstein, who has been tasked with monthslong shuttle diplomacy between Lebanon and Israel, spoke at a news conference after meeting Lebanese Speaker Nabih Berri, as the Mideast anxiously anticipates retaliatory attacks on Israel from Iran and the powerful Lebanese Hezbollah group.
"The more time goes by of escalated tensions the more time goes by of daily conflict the more the odds and the chances go up for accidents, for mistakes, for inadvertent targets to be hit that could easily cause escalation that goes out of control," Hochstein said in Beirut.
Cease-fire talks are supposed to resume in Doha on Thursday between Hamas and Israel through Qatari, Egyptian and American mediators.
Hochstein said he and Berri agreed there are "no more valid excuses from any party for any further delay" on a cease-fire based on a framework presented by Biden months ago.
"The deal would also help enable a diplomatic resolution here in Lebanon," the U.S. envoy added.
Hezbollah and Israel have traded strikes since Oct. 8, a day after the Palestinian Hamas group's surprise attack into southern Israel sparked the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in the besieged Gaza Strip. Hezbollah says it will stop its attacks on northern Israel once there is a cease-fire in Gaza.
However, the initial exchanges along the battered border towns of Lebanon and Israel have since expanded and intensified.
Last month, a rare Israeli airstrike in southern Beirut killed Hezbollah's top commander who Israel accused of firing a rocket into Majdal Shams in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights that killed 12 youths. Hours later, an explosion in Iran killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh that Tehran blamed on Israel.
Over the past two weeks, the region has been on a knife-edge, as diplomatic efforts continue to prevent the monthslong regional tensions from spiraling into all-out war. Iran and Hezbollah say they are committed to their retaliatory attack.
Hochstein's visit to Lebanon comes after he met with Israeli officials on Tuesday. He is scheduled to meet with caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati and Lebanon's army chief.
Israeli military bulldozers demolish 6 more homes in occupied West Bank, residents say
JERUSALEM -- Residents of a beleaguered Bedouin hamlet in the southern reaches of the occupied West Bank say Israeli military bulldozers demolished six more homes in the community on Wednesday, leaving 28 people homeless.
The demolitions in Umm Al-Khair come after military bulldozers last month knocked down several homes in the village, leaving a quarter of the village's 200 people without shelter.
Videos sent by residents of the village to The Associated Press showed bulldozers rolling into the community on Wednesday morning, escorted by at least one military vehicle. Soldiers could be seen pushing protesters and Palestinians away from the demolition zone, and bulldozers crashed into small tent-like structures, knocking them to the ground.
COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of civilian matters in the West Bank, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. In the past, it has alleged that many of the structures in the village were built without permits. Palestinians in these areas have long said it is virtually impossible to get construction permits from Israeli authorities.
Umm Al-Khair has also been the subject of ramped-up settler attacks over the last few months, attacks which residents say have harmed the village water supply and gone unpunished by military authorities. Small Bedouin hamlets in the West Bank are some of the most vulnerable communities to displacement caused by demolitions and settler violence, rights groups say.
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                    FILE - Hunter Biden departs from federal court June 11, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hunter Biden asked the U.S. ambassador to Italy for help regarding an energy project a Ukrainian gas company was pursuing while his father was vice president, according to The New York Times. 
Hunter Biden, son of President Joe Biden, wrote a letter to the ambassador in 2016 seeking assistance for Burisma, which had been working on a geothermal project in Italy, the newspaper reported, citing newly released records and interviews. 
At the time, Hunter Biden sat on the board of Burisma, which was having trouble getting regulatory approval for the project, a businessman involved in the project told the newspaper. 
The revelation is likely to fuel Republican criticism of Hunter Biden's foreign business dealings, which have been the center of GOP investigations into the president's family. The report comes weeks before Hunter Biden is set to stand trial on federal charges alleging he failed to pay taxes on money he received from Burisma and other foreign businesses.

    


Prosecutors indicated last week in court papers they want to introduce evidence at trial about Hunter Biden's other business dealings, including an arrangement with a Romanian businessman who was trying to "influence U.S. government policy" during Joe Biden's term as vice president. 




Hunter Biden's lawyer said his client's outreach to the ambassador on behalf of Burisma was a "proper request" and that he had asked "various people" to help arrange an introduction between Burisma and the president of Italy's Tuscany region.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"No meeting occurred, no project materialized, no request for anything in the U.S. was ever sought and only an introduction in Italy was requested," attorney Abbe Lowell said. 
The records suggest that embassy officials were uneasy about Hunter Biden's request, according to the newspaper. One official wrote: "I want to be careful about promising too much." 

    


A White House spokesperson told The Times that the president was not aware when he was vice president that his son had reached out to the embassy on Burisma's behalf.
"He's not in business with his son," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Wednesday of the president. "He's certainly not aware of this and this is something that Hunter Biden has to speak to. He's a private citizen, it is something for him to focus on."
Pressed on whether Biden was satisfied with how his son conducted himself, Jean-Pierre told reporters: "I can't speak to this. This is something that is an ongoing process."
John R. Phillips, the U.S. ambassador to Italy at the time, said he received a lot of letters and did not remember Hunter Biden reaching out to him.
"I certainly would pay attention to it" if the younger Biden had contacted him, Phillips told the newspaper. "Out of courtesy, I'd probably make sure he got a response of some sort, but not necessarily from me. And I wouldn't even want to encourage it, because I wouldn't get us involved in something like that."
Burisma's project never materialized, and it's not clear whether the embassy ever agreed to help the company.

    


Hunter Biden's trial set to begin in Los Angeles in September alleges a four-year scheme to avoid paying at least $1.4 million in taxes during a time in which the president's son has acknowledged struggling with a drug addiction.
Hunter Biden's lawyers have indicated they will argue at trial that drug use affected his decision-making and judgment to the point that he was "unable to form the requisite intent to commit the crimes he has been charged with." 
He was convicted of three felony charges in a separate case alleging he lied on a mandatory gun-purchase form in 2018 by saying he was not illegally using or addicted to drugs. He could face up to 25 years in prison at sentencing set for Nov. 13 in Wilmington, Delaware, but as a first-time offender, he is likely to get far less time or avoid prison entirely.
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WHO declares mpox outbreaks in Africa a global health emergency as a new form of the virus spreads

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The World Health Organization has declared the mpox outbreaks in Congo and elsewhere in Africa a global emergency. 
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            This photo supplied by MSF (Doctors Without Borders) dated May 31, 2023, shows health workers educating children on the symptoms of the mpox disease in Goma, Congo. (Augustin Mudiayi/Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres via AP)
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            FILE - This undated image provided by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases shows a colorized transmission electron micrograph of monkeypox particles (red) found within an infected cell (blue), cultured in the laboratory that was captured and color-enhanced at the NIAID Integrated Research Facility in Fort Detrick, Md. (NIAID via AP, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The World Health Organization declared the mpox outbreaks in Congo and elsewhere in Africa a global emergency on Wednesday, with cases confirmed among children and adults in more than a dozen countries and a new form of the virus spreading. Few vaccine doses are available on the continent.
Earlier this week, the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced that the mpox outbreaks were a public health emergency, with more than 500 deaths, and called for international help to stop the virus' spread.
"This is something that should concern us all ... The potential for further spread within Africa and beyond is very worrying," said WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
The Africa CDC previously said mpox, also known as monkeypox, has been detected in 13 countries this year, and more than 96% of all cases and deaths are in Congo. Cases are up 160% and deaths are up 19% compared with the same period last year. So far, there have been more than 14,000 cases and 524 people have died.

    


"We are now in a situation where (mpox) poses a risk to many more neighbors in and around central Africa," said Salim Abdool Karim, a South African infectious diseases expert who chairs the Africa CDC emergency group. He said the new version of mpox spreading from Congo appears to have a death rate of about 3-4%.




In 2022, WHO declared mpox to be a global emergency after it spread to more than 70 countries that had not previously reported mpox, mostly affecting gay and bisexual men. In that outbreak, fewer than 1% of people died.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Michael Marks, a professor of medicine at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, said declaring these latest mpox outbreaks in Africa an emergency is warranted if that might lead to more support to contain them.
"It's a failure of the global community that things had to get this bad to release the resources needed," he said.

    


Officials at the Africa CDC said nearly 70% of cases in Congo are in children younger than 15, who also accounted for 85% of deaths.
Jacques Alonda, an epidemiologist working in Congo with international charities, said he and other experts were particularly worried about the spread of mpox in camps for refugees in the country's conflict-ridden east.
"The worst case I've seen is that of a six-week-old baby who was just two weeks old when he contracted mpox," Alonda said, adding the baby has been in their care for a month. "He got infected because hospital overcrowding meant he and his mother were forced to share a room with someone else who had the virus, which was undiagnosed."
Save the Children said Congo's health system already had been "collapsing" under the strain of malnutrition, measles and cholera.
The U.N. health agency said mpox was recently identified for the first time in four East African countries: Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. All of those outbreaks are linked to the one in Congo. In Ivory Coast and South Africa, health authorities have reported outbreaks of a different and less dangerous version of mpox that spread worldwide in 2022.

    


Earlier this year, scientists reported the emergence of a new form of the deadlier form of mpox, which can kill up to 10% of people, in a Congolese mining town that they feared might spread more easily. Mpox mostly spreads via close contact with infected people, including through sex.
Unlike in previous mpox outbreaks, where lesions were mostly seen on the chest, hands and feet, the new form causes milder symptoms and lesions on the genitals. That makes it harder to spot, meaning people might also sicken others without knowing they're infected.
Before the 2022 outbreak, the disease had mostly been seen in sporadic outbreaks in central and West Africa when people came into close contact with infected wild animals.
Western countries during the 2022 outbreak mostly shut down the spread of mpox with the help of vaccines and treatments, but very few of those have been available in Africa.
Marks of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine said that in the absence of mpox vaccines licensed in the West, officials could consider inoculating people against smallpox, a related disease. "We need a large supply of vaccine so that we can vaccinate populations most at risk," he said, adding that would mean sex workers, children and adults living in outbreak regions.

    


Congo hasn't received any of the mpox vaccines it has requested.
Congolese authorities said they have asked for 4 million doses, Cris Kacita Osako, coordinator of Congo's Monkeypox Response Committee, told The Associated Press. Kacita Osako said those would mostly be used for children under 18.
"The United States and Japan are the two countries that positioned themselves to give vaccines to our country," Kacita Osako said.
Dr. Dimie Ogoina, a Nigerian mpox expert who chaired WHO's emergency committee, said there were still significant gaps in understanding how mpox is spreading in Africa. He called for stronger surveillance to track the outbreaks.

    


"We're working blindly when we're not able to test all suspected cases," Ogoina said.
Although WHO's emergency declaration is meant to spur donor agencies and countries into action, the global response to previous declarations has been mixed.
Dr. Boghuma Titanji, an infectious diseases expert at Emory University, said the last WHO emergency declaration for mpox "did very little to move the needle" on getting things like diagnostic tests, medicines and vaccines to Africa.
"The world has a real opportunity here to act in a decisive manner and not repeat past mistakes, (but) that will take more than an (emergency) declaration," Titanji said.
___
Associated Press writers Gerald Imray in Cape Town, South Africa, Christina Malkia in Kinshasa, Congo and Mark Banchereau in Dakar, Senegal contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - Elise Lacroix, owner of Stop & Go in Brattleboro, Vt., changes the oil on a vehicle at her shop on July 15, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP, File)
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            FILE - People ride on the Mamba roller coaster at Worlds of Fun theme park as storm clouds build in the distance on June 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            FILE - James Pratt, head cashier at Phantom Fireworks in Hinsdale, N.H., helps bag a customer's order on June 28, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Year-over-year inflation reached its lowest level in more than three years in July, the latest sign that the worst price spike in four decades is fading and setting up the Federal Reserve for an interest rate cut in September. 
Wednesday's report from the Labor Department showed that consumer prices rose just 0.2% from June to July after dropping slightly the previous month. Measured from a year earlier, prices rose 2.9%, down from 3% in June. It was the mildest gain since March 2021.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The ongoing inflation slowdown could affect the presidential campaign, given that former President Donald Trump has highlighted rampant inflation as a key failing of the Biden administration and its energy policies. Vice President Kamala Harris has said she would soon unveil new proposals to "bring down costs and also strengthen the economy overall." 

    


The government said nearly all of July's inflation reflected higher rental prices and other housing costs, a trend that, according to real-time data, is easing. As a result, housing costs should rise more slowly in the coming months, contributing to lower inflation. 




The report showed that inflation is steadily falling closer to the Fed's 2% target -- though not too quickly, which might suggest that the economy is weakening, said Tara Sinclair, an economist at George Washington University and a former Treasury Department official.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a comforting report, both because it is going in the right direction and because it is not doing anything too dramatic," Sinclair said. "It is exactly what we wanted to see."
In July, grocery prices rose just 0.1% and are a scant 1.1% higher than they were a year earlier, a much slower pace of growth than in previous years. Yet many Americans are still struggling with food prices, which remain 21% above where they were three years ago. 
Gas prices were unchanged from June to July and have actually fallen 2.2% in the past year. Clothing prices also dropped last month; they're nearly unchanged from 12 months earlier. New and used car prices fell in July, too. Used car prices, which had skyrocketed during the pandemic, have tumbled nearly 11% in the past year. 

    


Some food prices, including for meat, fish and eggs, are still increasing faster than before the pandemic. Dairy and fruit and vegetable prices, though, fell in July.
Even as inflation -- the rate of price increases -- keeps slowing, many people are still struggling with daily costs that, on average, are still about 20% higher than they were three years ago. That's true even though average U.S. wages have surpassed inflation for more than a year.
Ariel Borchuk, who lives in the Harlem area of New York City, complained that the government's inflation reports don't mean anything to "regular people" like himself.
"Everything," he said, "is expensive. What more do you need to know?"
Borchuk, 48, who works in the catering business, had just grabbed a hot fried chicken sandwich for $7.99 at a grocery store on Manhattan's Upper East Side. It's something he says he really can't afford.

    


Borchuk said he's been cooking more at home and eating out less and buying more of his groceries at Costco, where he said he can get good deals. 
Austan Goolsbee, president of the Federal Reserve's Chicago branch, said Wednesday in an interview with The Associated Press that the July data shows that inflation is clearly on track to return to the central bank's 2% target. He also noted that there are signs that the job market is weakening even while the Fed's key rate remains at its highest level in decades. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Goolsbee's remarks suggested that he would support a series of rate cuts in the coming months. 
At a White House event Wednesday, President Joe Biden was asked whether the nation had defeated inflation. 
"Yes, yes, yes," he said. "I've told you we're going to have a soft landing," he added, referring to an economy in which inflation is tamed without a steep recession. 
For nearly a year, cooling inflation has provided gradual relief to America's consumers, who were stung by the price surges that erupted three years ago. Inflation peaked two years ago at 9.1%, the highest level in four decades. 

    


In July, excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices climbed a mild 0.2% from June, after a 0.1% increase the previous month. And compared with a year earlier, core inflation slowed from 3.3% to 3.2% -- the lowest level since April 2021. Core prices are closely watched by economists because they typically provide a better read of where inflation is headed. 
Fed Chair Jerome Powell has said he is seeking additional evidence of slowing inflation before the Fed begins cutting its key interest rate. Economists widely expect the Fed's first rate cut to occur in mid-September, and will be followed by additional cuts in November and December. Investors are betting that at least one of those cuts will be a half-point, according to future prices. 

    


When the central bank lowers its benchmark rate, over time it tends to reduce the cost of borrowing for consumers and businesses. Mortgage rates have already declined in anticipation of the Fed's first rate reduction. 
Many companies have slowed their price increases as consumers have become more resistant to paying more. Mark Barrocas, CEO of SharkNinja, a small appliance-maker in Needham, Massachusetts, said the company raised its prices 5% to 7% in 2021 and 2022 but hasn't done so since. For some items, it recently reduced prices to where they were before the earlier hikes took effect.
Inflation has eased substantially in the past two years as global supply chains have been repaired, a spate of apartment construction in many large cities has cooled rental costs and higher interest rates have slowed auto sales, forcing dealers to offer better deals to potential car buyers. 
Consumers, particularly lower-income ones, are also becoming more price-sensitive, forgoing high-priced items or shifting to cheaper alternatives. This has forced many companies to rein in price hikes or even offer lower prices.
___
AP Writers Anne D'Innocenzio in New York and Fatima Hussein in Washington contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis speaks during a news conference, Aug. 14, 2023, in Atlanta. People connected with former President Donald Trump's legal cases have been inundated with threats. In Atlanta, Willis, who brought criminal charges against Trump and 18 other people alleging they schemed to illegally overturn the 2020 election results in Georgia, is known to be accompanied by round-the-clock bodyguards. (AP Photo/John Bazemore, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks to reporters during a news conference at his Mar-a-Lago estate Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A year after a Georgia grand jury accused Donald Trump and others of illegally trying to overturn the 2020 presidential election in the state, the case has stalled with no chance of going to trial before the end of this year.
When Fulton County District Attorney Fani Willis secured the indictment a year ago Wednesday, it was the fourth and most sprawling of the criminal cases against the former president. Trump narrowly lost Georgia to Democrat Joe Biden, and Willis used Georgia's anti-racketeering law to allege that he and 18 others had participated in a wide-ranging scheme to subvert the will of the state's voters.
Willis' team notched some early victories in the case, but explosive allegations raised by one of Trump's co-defendants early this year have caused a delay and could even derail the prosecution.
Here are some things to know about the case.

    


A lengthy indictment that cast a wide net
Nearly 100 pages long, the indictment included 41 criminal counts against Trump and 18 others. High-profile people charged along with the former president include his White House chief of staff Mark Meadows, former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani and conservative attorney Sidney Powell.




All of the defendants were charged with violating the state's anti-racketeering law and the indictment includes 161 alleged acts to support that charge. The narrative put forth by prosecutors alleges multiple people committed separate crimes to accomplish a common goal -- challenging Trump's electoral loss.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The indictment includes charges related to a Jan. 2, 2021, phone call between Trump and Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger during which Trump urged the state's top elections official to help him "find" the votes he needed to win. Other charges have to do with a getting a slate of Republican electors to falsely declare that Trump won the state, allegations of harassment of a Georgia election worker and a breach of election equipment in a rural south Georgia county.

    


The judge overseeing the case in March dismissed six counts in the indictment, including three of the 13 counts against Trump. Fulton County Superior Court Judge Scott McAfee wrote that prosecutors had failed to provide enough detail about the alleged crime in those counts. Willis' team has appealed that ruling.
A first-of-its-kind mug shot
When Trump arrived in Atlanta last August to be booked on the charges against him, he was quickly released on bond. But his brief stop at the Fulton County Jail marked the first time that a former president has had to sit for a mug shot.
While Trump and the others indicted all had to be booked at the jail, they waived their first court appearances. While his lawyers have been present and made arguments at numerous hearings over the last year, Trump has yet to set foot in a Georgia courtroom.
Early victories for prosecutors
Four of the 18 people charged along with Trump in Georgia pleaded guilty to lesser charges after reaching plea deals with prosecutors within a few months of the indictment.
Bail bondsman Scott Hall pleaded guilty to misdemeanor charges in September. Prosecutors had accused him of participating in a breach of election equipment in rural Coffee County.

    


The following month, Powell and lawyer Kenneth Chesebro each pleaded guilty. Powell was also accused in the Coffee County breach, while Chesebro had helped organize the Republican elector plan. The two of them reached deals with prosecutors just before they were scheduled to go to trial, having asserted their rights to a speedy trial.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Days later, attorney Jenna Ellis, a vocal part of Trump's reelection campaign in 2020, entered a tearful guilty plea. 
Salacious allegations upend the case 
In early January, a lawyer for co-defendant Michael Roman, a Trump campaign staffer and onetime White House aide, alleged in a court filing that Willis had improperly engaged in a romantic relationship with lawyer Nathan Wade, whom she had picked to lead the prosecution against Trump and the others.
The court filing alleged that Willis benefitted financially from the case since Wade used his earnings to take her on trips. It said that caused a conflict of interest and that Willis and her office should be removed from the case. Willis and Wade acknowledged the relationship but said they had split travel and other costs.

    


During an extraordinary hearing, intimate details of Willis and Wade's personal lives were aired in court and broadcast live on television. Judge McAfee chided Willis for a "tremendous lapse in judgment" but found no conflict of interest that merited her removal, as long as Wade left the case. Wade resigned hours later.
Trump and other defendants have appealed McAfee's ruling. That appeal is currently pending before the Georgia Court of Appeals, which plans to hear arguments in December and then must rule by mid-March. Meanwhile, the appeals court has barred McAfee from taking any further action in the case against Trump and the others participating in the appeal while it is pending.

    


What's next
It's not entirely clear.
Regardless of how the Court of Appeals rules, the losing side will likely ask the Georgia Supreme Court to weigh in. That would cause a further delay if the high court agrees to hear the case.
The general election in November, in which Trump is the Republican nominee for president, provides more uncertainty. Even if the appellate courts ultimately decide that Willis can remain on the case, it seems unlikely she would be able to move forward with the prosecution against Trump while he's president if he wins the election.
Complicating things further, the U.S. Supreme Court last month ruled that former presidents have absolute immunity from prosecution for official acts that fall within their "exclusive sphere of constitutional authority" and are presumptively entitled to immunity for all official acts. They are not protected for unofficial, or private, actions.
Trump's lawyers in Georgia had already filed a motion earlier this year asserting presidential immunity. If Willis is allowed to continue her prosecution at some point, his lawyers will surely use the Supreme Court ruling to argue it should be dismissed.
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that the filing anniversary of the Georgia election indictment is Wednesday, not Thursday.
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            FILE - Alex Murdaugh, convicted of killing his wife, Maggie, and younger son, Paul, in June 2021, sits during a hearing on a motion for a retrial, Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2024, at the Richland County Judicial Center in Columbia, S.C. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Alex Murdaugh, second from left, is brought out into the courtroom during a jury-tampering hearing at the Richland County Judicial Center, Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (Andrew J. Whitaker/The Post And Courier via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- The appeals are just beginning for disgraced former South Carolina attorney Alex Murdaugh, who is almost three years into a life sentence without parole for killing his wife and son.
The South Carolina Supreme Court has agreed to hear Murdaugh's appeal of his murder convictions. His lawyers said they resulted from jury tampering by the clerk of court who watched over jurors during his six-week trial.
And in federal court, Murdaugh is appealing the 40-year sentence he was given after pleading guilty to stealing nearly $11 million from clients and his law firm.
Defense attorneys said that punishment -- 10 years longer than the maximum recommended by sentencing guidelines -- is too harsh under the U.S. Constitution. Prosecutors said it is a backstop in case Murdaugh, now 56, ever manages to get his murder conviction overturned.

    


His appeals will continue for years. Courts haven't even begun hearing the meat of Murdaugh's argument that the judge in his murder trial made mistakes, for example by allowing his money thefts into evidence. That was critical to the prosecution's argument that the killings were meant to buy sympathy and time to keep the thefts from being discovered.




The defense said that evidence unfairly made jurors angry, when all they were supposed to consider was the killings.
Jury tampering appeal
The state court appeal on jury tampering is fairly straightforward.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A lower court judge refused to toss out Murdaugh conviction after his lawyers argued that as Colleton County Clerk of Court, Becky Hill told jurors at his murder trial not to trust Murdaugh when he testified, had private discussions with the jury foreperson and pressured jurors to come to a quick verdict. Hill later resigned amid an ethics investigation.
Judge Jean Toal, a retired state Supreme Court Chief Justice assigned to this appeal, cited the standard set by a previous South Carolina high court ruling, that to overturn a verdict on jury tampering, there has to be a determination that a juror changed their mind as a result of the improper influence.

    


Murdaugh's lawyers argued that instead, a federal judge's ruling in an unrelated case should apply -- that defendant must only prove the conduct had the potential to influence a juror.
The state Supreme Court's one-paragraph order Tuesday accepting the appeal gave Murdaugh's lawyers 30 days to file arguments, and set no date for a hearing.
Federal appeal on 40-year theft sentence
In the federal case, Murdaugh's lawyers said his right against cruel and unusual punishment under the U.S. Constitution was violated because Judge Richard Gergel ignored the 17 1/2 years to just under 22 years in prison recommended by federal agents and sentenced Murdaugh to 40 years.
The trial prosecutors had asked for 30 years, so that Murdaugh would be in prison for the rest of his life no matter what happened to his murder conviction. 
In response to his appeal, federal prosecutors noted simply that when Murdaugh agreed to plead guilty, he signed a document saying he wouldn't appeal unless prosecutors lied or his defense attorneys were inadequate.

    


Murdaugh stole from his clients in wrongful death and injury cases. In handing down the stiff sentence, Gergel said Murdaugh stole from "the most needy, vulnerable people," including a client who became a quadriplegic after a crash, a state trooper who was injured on the job, and a trust fund intended for children whose parents were killed in a wreck.
And those people "placed all their problems and all their hopes" with their lawyer, Gergel said.
In arguing for a lighter sentence, Murdaugh's attorneys compared his case to the 25 years in prison for crypto entrepreneur Sam Bankman-Fried or the 11-year sentence handed down to Theranos CEO Elizabeth Holmes, saying they stole billions while Murdaugh's thefts were in millions.
But the victims in those cases were investors, whereas Murdaugh stole from vulnerable people who trusted him to protect their legal interests.
Murdaugh's lawyers want the sentence overturned and a new judge to thoroughly review the case to decide if the 40-year sentence is fair.

    


Prosecutors said that has almost never happened in the U.S. They said the only relevant review they could find involved a life sentence for passing a $100 bad check.
The U.S. 4th Circuit of Appeals in Richmond, Virginia, has randomly assigned a three-judge panel to hear the case.
The Murdaugh case in brief
Investigators said Murdaugh was addicted to opioids and his complex schemes to steal money from clients and his family's law firm were starting to unravel when he shot his younger son, Paul, with a shotgun and his wife, Maggie, with a rifle, at their home in Colleton County in 2021.
Murdaugh told investigators he hadn't seen them for an hour or so before he discovered their bodies, but his voice was recorded in a video on his son's phone made about five minutes before the killing. Testifying in his own defense during his six-week trial, Murdaugh said he was scared and lied to police about some details because he was a drug addict, but he adamantly denied killing his wife and son.

    


The weapons used in the killings have not been found and prosecutors did not present any clothes with DNA or blood evidence.
Murdaugh's family controlled much of the legal system in tiny Hampton County. His father, grandfather and great-grandfather were elected prosecutors for 87 straight years. The family also founded the county's biggest private law firm. 
Murdaugh paid his lawyers $600,000 at the beginning of his legal troubles, and while it's unclear whether they have been given any additional money, he has vowed to fight the convictions as long as he can. 
Meanwhile, his case remains an obsession in the true crime world. In their appeal of the theft sentence, Murdaugh's lawyers cited the trade publication NextTV, a trade publication that covers streaming, which reported that CourtTV set a record with nearly 5 million hours of viewing of his trial.
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            FILE - Former President Donald Trump awaits the start of proceedings on the second day of jury selection at Manhattan criminal court, April 16, 2024, in New York. (Justin Lane/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Judge Juan M. Merchan poses in his chambers in New York, March 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            FILE - Former President Donald Trump appears at Manhattan criminal court during jury deliberations in his criminal hush money trial in New York, May 30, 2024. (Steven Hirsch/New York Post via AP, Pool, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump has lost his latest bid for a new judge in his New York hush money criminal case as it heads toward a key ruling and potential sentencing next month. 
In a decision posted Wednesday, Judge Juan M. Merchan declined to step aside and said Trump's demand was a rehash "rife with inaccuracies and unsubstantiated claims" about his ability to remain impartial.
It is the third time that Merchan has rejected such a request from lawyers for the former president and current Republican nominee. They contend the judge has a conflict of interest because his daughter works as a political consultant for prominent Democrats, including Kamala Harris when she sought the Democrats' 2020 presidential nomination. Harris is now the party's nominee against Trump.
The judge's daughter, Loren Merchan, met Harris occasionally in 2019 but never "developed an individual relationship" with her, consulting firm founder Mike Nellis told the chairman of the U.S. House Judiciary Committee, Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, in a letter Tuesday. The firm, Authentic Campaigns Inc., has not worked for Harris' campaign, President Joe Biden's now-ended reelection bid or the Democratic National Committee in the 2024 election cycle, Nellis said.

    


A state court ethics panel said last year that Merchan could continue as the judge on Trump's case. The panel wrote that a relative's independent political activities are not "a reasonable basis to question the judge's impartiality."




Merchan, a state court judge in Manhattan, acknowledged last year that he made several small donations to Democratic causes during the 2020 campaign, including $15 to Biden. But Merchan has repeatedly said he is certain he can handle Trump's case fairly and impartially. In his ruling, Merchan wrote he will continue to base decisions "on the evidence and the law, without fear or favor, casting aside undue influence."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With these fundamental principles in mind, this Court now reiterates for the third time, that which should already be clear -- innuendo and mischaracterizations do not a conflict create," Merchan wrote in his three-page decision. "Recusal is therefore not necessary, much less required."

    


But with Harris now Trump's opponent, Trump lawyer Todd Blanche argued in a letter to the judge last month that the defense's concerns have become "even more concrete." 
Prosecutors called the claims "a vexatious and frivolous attempt to relitigate" the issue.
Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung, citing Merchan's donation to Biden and Loren Merchan's consulting work, slammed him as a "highly-conflicted judge" who "should have long ago recused himself from this case."
Merchan "has proved to be biased against President Trump and beholden to not only Democrat partisan interests, but also to the glaring financial interests of an immediate family member," Cheung said.
Trump railed against Merchan on his Truth Social platform for continuing to keep him under a partial gag order -- an issue that was not part of the recusal decision. Earlier this month, a state appeals court upheld the gag order, which bars Trump from making public comments about the prosecution team, court staffers or their families, including Merchan's daughter.

    


The Manhattan district attorney's office, which prosecuted the case, declined to comment.
Trump was convicted in May of falsifying his business' records to conceal a 2016 deal to pay off porn actor Stormy Daniels to stay quiet about her alleged 2006 sexual encounter with him. Prosecutors cast the payout as part of a Trump-driven effort to keep voters from hearing salacious stories about him during his first campaign. 
Trump says all the stories were false, the business records were not and the case was a political maneuver meant to damage his current campaign. Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg is a Democrat. 
Trump has pledged to appeal, but that can't happen until he is sentenced. 
In the meantime, his lawyers have taken other steps to try to derail the case. Besides the recusal request, they've asked Merchan to overturn the verdict and dismiss the case because of the U.S. Supreme Court's July presidential immunity ruling.

    


That decision reins in prosecutions of ex-presidents for official acts and restricts prosecutors in pointing to official acts as evidence that a president's unofficial actions were illegal. Trump's lawyers argue that in light of the ruling, jurors in the hush money case should not have heard such evidence as former White House staffers describing how the then-president reacted to news coverage of the Daniels deal. 
Merchan has said he will rule on the immunity claim on Sept. 16 and set Sept. 18 for "the imposition of sentence or other proceedings as appropriate."
Jordan, the House committee chairman, sent a letter to Loren Merchan on Aug. 1 demanding she turn over any documents pertaining to the Harris and Biden campaigns, any discussions she or her firm may have had about Trump's hush money prosecution, and any conversations she may have had with her father about the case.

    


Jordan suggested that because some Authentic clients have mentioned Trump's case in fundraising solicitations, there was at least "a perception" that Loren Merchan and the firm could profit from it. But Nellis, the firm's founder, said it does not get a percentage of any money its clients raise and that "neither Authentic nor Ms. Merchan benefits financially from any rulings in Donald Trump's criminal or civil trials."
The judge's daughter, who became a partner in the firm after 2019, has had only "minimal input or contact with any political clients" this cycle and wasn't aware of any client communications that mentioned Trump's trial, Nellis added. 
Anything she may have said to her father about the criminal case would have been "for the purpose of confirming her and her family's well-being and safety," Nellis wrote. He noted that she had faced death threats and that law enforcement had advised her and her family to leave their home several times "for their own safety."
The hush money case is one of four criminal prosecutions brought against Trump last year. 
One federal case, accusing Trump of illegally hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, was dismissed last month. The Justice Department is appealing.
The others -- federal and Georgia state cases concerning Trump's efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss -- are not positioned to go to trial before the November election.
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- International mediators are hoping to kickstart stalled cease-fire negotiations between Israel and Hamas with a new round of talks meant to finally clinch a deal between the sides. But the chances of a breakthrough appear slim.
The new talks are set to begin Thursday, but Israel and Hamas have been mulling an internationally-backed proposal for more than two months that would wind down the 10-month-long war and free the roughly 110 hostages still held in Gaza.
The indirect talks have not advanced substantively during that time and sticking points remain. New terms put forward have complicated progress. And Hamas has yet to say outright whether it will participate in the new round, with a top official telling The Associated Press it would do so only if the talks focus on implementing the internationally-endorsed proposal.

    


Meanwhile, the fighting in Gaza rages on, the hostages continue to languish in captivity, and fears of an all-out regional war involving Iran and one of its regional proxies, Hezbollah, have surged. The killing of Hamas' top leader in Tehran in an apparent Israeli attack further plunged the talks into uncertainty.




Here is a look at the proposed cease-fire deal and why talks have stalled:
What does the proposal look like?
On May 31, U.S. President Joe Biden detailed what he said was an Israeli cease-fire proposal, calling it "a road map" to a lasting truce and freedom for the hostages. It set off the most concentrated U.S. push to bring about an end to the war, which was sparked by Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks on southern Israel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The original proposal involved three phases. The first would last for six weeks and include a "full and complete cease-fire," a withdrawal of Israeli forces from all densely populated areas of Gaza, and the release of a number of hostages, including women, the elderly and the wounded, in exchange for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners. Palestinian civilians would be able to return to their homes and humanitarian aid would be increased.

    


The two sides would use that six-week period to negotiate an agreement on the second phase, which Biden said would include the release of all remaining living hostages, including male soldiers, and Israel's full withdrawal from Gaza. The temporary cease-fire would become permanent.
The third phase would kick off a major reconstruction of Gaza, which faces decades of rebuilding from the devastation caused by the war.
What are the sticking points?
Even though Biden threw his weight behind the proposal, it has not led to a breakthrough and the sides appear to have grown further apart in the weeks since.
Israel has been wary of the plan's provision that the initial cease-fire would be extended as long as negotiations continued over the second phase. Israel seems concerned that Hamas would drag on endlessly with fruitless negotiations.
Hamas has appeared concerned that Israel would resume the war once its most vulnerable hostages were returned, a scenario reflected in some of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's recent comments. Israel could also make demands during this stage of negotiations that were not part of the initial deal and would be unacceptable to Hamas -- and then resume the war when Hamas refuses them.

    


Israel has added additional demands to the initial proposal in recent weeks, according to two Egyptian officials with knowledge of the talks. In a statement Tuesday, Netanyahu's office denied this, calling the additional terms "essential clarifications." It said Hamas has made 29 additions, without specifying which.
The Egyptian officials said Israel seeks to maintain control of a strip of land along Gaza's border with Egypt known as the Philadelphi corridor. Israel believes Hamas uses the area to smuggle in weapons through underground tunnels, which Egypt denies. 
Israel also wants to maintain forces along an east-west route that bisects Gaza so that they can weed out any militants crossing into the territory's north. Netanyahu's office has said Israel wants some way to ensure this, but it denied accusations that this was an additional condition. Hamas has rejected the idea, saying Israel would use it as a pretext to prevent Palestinians from returning to their homes. 

    


The Egyptian officials and Netanyahu's office said Israel also wants veto power over the Palestinian prisoners who would be freed. Hamas refuses to compromise on the issue, they said.
Israel also wants a list of the hostages who are still alive -- another condition rejected by Hamas, according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss the sensitive talks with the media. 
What else is complicating progress?
The talks were further thrown into disarray last month when a blast killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh while he was in Tehran for the Iranian president's inauguration. The attack was widely blamed on Israel, which has not confirmed or denied it. Biden said the apparent assassination had "not helped" cease-fire efforts, and the talks were driven into a deep freeze.

    


That killing came just hours after Israel assassinated a top Hezbollah commander in a strike in Beirut. Both strikes drew threats of retaliation from Iran and Hezbollah, and the fear of an all-out regional war diverted international attention away from efforts to wind down the fighting in Gaza. The killings spurred a flurry of diplomatic activity and led the U.S. to direct military assets to the region. 
Both Netanyahu and Hamas' new top leader, Yahya Sinwar, have incentives to continue the war.
Netanyahu's critics say he is dragging out the war for his own political survival. His far-right coalition partners have pledged to topple the government if he agrees to a cease-fire, what could trigger elections that might oust him from power. Netanyahu has said he has the country's best interests in mind.
Hamas has gained from the international condemnation that Israel has faced because of the war. And on a personal level, Haniyeh's killing has shown that Sinwar's own life could be on the line if he surfaces once the war ends.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo.
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris stands in front of mountains during a news conference, June 25, 2021, at the airport after her tour of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Central Processing Center in El Paso, Texas. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris, right, smiles as women speak to her about their businesses during a meeting with Guatemalan women entrepreneurs and innovators at the Universidad del Valle de Guatemala, June 7, 2021, in Guatemala City. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris walks to board Air Force Two to return to Washington, Jan. 27, 2022, in Palmerola, Honduras. (Erin Schaff/The New York Times via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to the media, June 8, 2021, at the Sofitel Mexico City Reforma in Mexico City. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris and Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador wave from the balcony of the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Nov. 18, 2021. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden, watching tens of thousands of migrants from Central America reach the U.S.-Mexico border just a few months into his administration, tapped his second-in-command to help address the influx -- a decision that has exposed Vice President Kamala Harris to one of her biggest political liabilities.

In grappling with migration, Harris proceeded cautiously. She focused her time and prestige on boosting private investment in El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala, the so-called Northern Triangle; her goal was to help create jobs to bolster economies and dissuade migrants from making the perilous journey to the United States.

It was a decidedly long-term -- and limited -- approach to a humanitarian crisis, and it has allowed Republicans to tie her to the broader fight over the border. While migration from the Northern Triangle ebbed, it surged from other nations, sparking an emergency at the U.S.-Mexico border, one that Republicans have aggressively sought to exploit at Harris' expense. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    





    



A review of Harris' work on immigration reveals a record that is more nuanced than the one presented by her critics or allies. It also provides insights into how Harris -- who took over as the Democratic standard-bearer when Biden dropped out of the presidential race last month -- might tackle one of the nation's most vexing concerns.

Harris was never the "border czar," or put in charge of border security or halting illegal border crossings, as former President Donald Trump, Republicans and even the occasional media outlet have claimed. Instead, she was tasked in March 2021 with tackling the "root causes" of migration from the Northern Triangle and pushing its leaders -- along with Mexico's -- to enforce immigration laws, administration officials said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Harris' backers say she demonstrated leadership by leveraging her stature to win investments that might curb migration years down the road.

    



"She felt -- and I think she was right -- that what she could do the most was help basically lead the effort to draw in investment, using the confidence that a relationship with the White House would give to investors," said Ricardo Zuniga, a former State Department official who specialized in the Northern Triangle and who traveled with Harris to the region.

Critics contend that she could have done far more but chose a less risky path, ensuring the problem only worsened.

"She was like, 'nope, I'm just root causes,''" said Mark Krikorian, executive director of the Center for Immigration Studies, which advocates for less immigration. "Even if it worked, it's the sort of thing that takes generations, not one term."

He also said there was no evidence that Harris pushed Mexico and the Northern Triangle nations to enforce immigration laws. 

Harris has defended her work, and her campaign began running a television ad Friday that said Harris as president would "hire thousands more border agents and crack down on fentanyl and human trafficking." Democrats have also blasted Trump for helping tank a bipartisan immigration bill earlier this year that would have increased funding for border security, including the hiring of new Customs and Border Protection personnel.

Trump "has been talking a big game on securing the border, but he does not walk the walk," the vice president said last month in Atlanta. Later, she added, "Donald Trump does not care about border security. He only cares about himself."





    




Immigration becomes a big political issue



Immigration has long been an issue that motivates Trump and his base of supporters, and polls show it is among the most important issues on the minds of voters. As a presidential candidate in 2016, Trump said he would build a wall along the border between the United States and Mexico and get Mexico to pay for it. Trump was not able to complete the project, and Mexico did not fund the part of the barrier that was constructed. The former president also used explosive language to describe immigrants, launching his campaign by suggesting Mexico was sending its "rapists" and criminals to the United States.

While in office, Trump sought to tightly restrict asylum, which was challenged in the courts. This time around, Trump has promised to oversee a "mass deportation" of migrants who have committed crimes in the United States.

    



Migration numbers have spiked and dropped during both presidencies. Border Patrol arrests on the southern border fell in Trump's first year in office, then shot back up his next two, rising to more than 850,000 in 2019. The numbers plunged in 2020 during the coronavirus pandemic before rising even higher during Biden's presidency, reaching a peak of more than 250,000 encounters in December 2023, before falling below 84,000 in June of 2024, federal statistics show.

When Biden took office, he reversed dozens of Trump's moves on immigration even as apprehension numbers began to rise. 
Harris was put in a 'difficult spot'



Harris received the migration assignment when border crossings were rising, garnering considerable attention and leading to bipartisan calls for action.

Chris Newman, an immigration rights advocate in Los Angeles, said Harris was put in a difficult spot.

"She was tasked with developing a long-term policy framework rather than creating a short-term political performance project," said Newman, the legal director of the National Day Laborer Organizing Network.

Biden and Harris had taken office only two months before, and Harris was under pressure to build her policy portfolio. When he was vice president, Biden had taken on a similar role on immigration. In 2021, though, Harris was dealing with an especially challenging situation given the lack of governing partners in the region. El Salvador's new president, Nayib Bukele, had a fraught relationship with the administration due to human rights questions raised by his crackdown on crime in his nation. The man who was then president of Honduras has since been convicted of drug trafficking.

    



The headaches for Harris began almost immediately, validating the concerns of some on her team that it was a no-win assignment.

Harris traveled to Mexico and Guatemala in June 2021, where she defended the fact she had not been to the U.S.-Mexico border during an interview with NBC's Lester Holt by saying she hadn't "been to Europe. And I mean, I don't ... understand the point that you're making."

She also drew criticism on that trip for warning migrants bluntly: "Don't come" to the U.S.

Harris decided to focus on bringing private investment to the region, tapping into a network of business and nonprofit executives and using the prestige of the White House to signal the Biden administration was backing this effort.

The work linked multinational companies -- like Visa, Nestle and Meta -- with smaller nonprofits and Latin American businesses, all of which pledged to increase their investments or bolster their work with at-risk communities.


Focused on private investment



The Associated Press contacted all thenearly two dozen companiesthe White House touted as participants in the outreach effort. Some, like AgroAmerica, a sustainable food corporation, that pledged to invest more than $100 million in six new projects, reported their work had begun and they were on track to meet their investment goals. Others, including Columbia Sportswear Company, said they would likely surpass their pledges.

Most companies, however, either declined to comment or did not respond when asked about their efforts. 

The vice president's office has said Harris' efforts have generated more than $5.2 billion in investment promises. In an illustration of how long it takes the promises to translate into concrete spending, the State Department reported that companies have plowed nearly $1.3 billion in the region as of June 2024, the bulk of it in Guatemala and Honduras.

"We are on track to exceed our commitments," Peter Bragdon, a top executive at Columbia Sportswear Company, said of their promise to purchase up to $200 million in products from the region. That pledge would create nearly 7,000 jobs over five years, the company said. The executive called Harris' efforts a "work in progress" but "a smart approach."

Katie Tobin, who worked as the top migration adviser at the National Security Council for three years, credited Harris' focus with spurring investment in reducing these numbers, arguing that Harris "was able to leverage her credibility" and the power of the White House to persuade companies to invest in "a risky investment environment."

"That was very much Kamala Harris," she added. "I have never seen something like that done before in this space and it made a real impact."

Republican Sen. Rick Scott of Florida, a sharp critic of Harris, said the vice president and White House were taking credit for investments that would have been made anyway.

The companies are "not doing it because someone asked them to," said Scott, who co-founded a major medical company. "They're doing it because it makes economic sense."
Addressed corruption



Harris also sought to address endemic corruption that has fueled migration from Central America. Before her 2021 trip to Guatemala, Harris met with a group of exiled Guatemalan prosecutors and judges in Washington.

Among them was Thelma Aldana, a former chief prosecutor who fled her country after what she said were politically motivated corruption charges.

"I came out of it convinced that she has a genuine interest in seeing things change in Central America," Aldana said.

The vice president also deserves credit for helping stop Guatemala's former president, Alejandro Giammattei, from overturning the 2023 election of his successor, Bernardo Arevalo, according to Luis Von Ahn, a U.S.-based technology entrepreneur from Guatemala.

"Giammattei didn't want to leave power, the administration of Kamala Harris came and told him 'stop (messing) around,'" said Von Ahn, the founder of the language app Duolingo. "That's a big help to Guatemala. If an extremely corrupt president doesn't want to leave it's terrible and (his exit) lets us be a better country."
Verdict is out on Harris' approach



While the Harris campaign and White House have pointed to statistics that show migration from Northern Triangle countries has dropped substantially since early 2021, there is debate over what is responsible for that drop. 

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., said Harris and the administration deserve credit for the reduction because their efforts "worked."

Independent analysts, however, said they were skeptical that Harris' approach was responsible for the dip. They said the decrease was likely driven by regional factors, including the ascension of El Salvador's new president and his aggressive drive to combat violent crime. His government reported a 70% drop in homicides in 2023.

Julia Gelatt, associate director of the Migration Policy Institute in Washington, said investment can take years to alter migration patterns -- if it ever does. 

"Even a whole lot of economic development doesn't curb immigration in the way countries hope it will," Gelatt said.

___

Riccardi reported from Denver. Associated Press writer Sonia Perez D. in Guatemala City contributed to this story. 
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Rocked by cancellation of Vienna concerts, Swifties shake it off and flock to London

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    After the abrupt cancellation of Taylor Swift's Vienna concerts due to a foiled terror plot, fans who had extra tickets to the singer's London dates have been connecting with those who were left disappointed in Austria. (Aug. 14)
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            Fans pose by a Taylor Swift portrait painted on a stairway at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Francesca Abela, right, and Kylie Micallef both from Malta show off their Taylor Swift merchandise they have just purchased at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of attending Swift's concert at Wembley on Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            People look at a new mural portrait of Taylor Swift designed by Kate Clayton which was unveiled in Shoreditch in east London, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Fans pose by a Taylor Swift portrait painted on a stairway at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            A family look at a Taylor Swift merchandise kiosk at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            A pedestrian walks past a new mural portrait of Taylor Swift designed by Kate Clayton which was unveiled in Shoreditch in east London, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Police patrol around Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Light hearted information board at Wembley Park tube station in London, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, based upon the songs and lyrics by Taylor Swift, ahead of a series of concerts by Swift at Wembley stadium. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Kristina Broclebanl, left and Max Avatar Barnett who are Taylor Swift fans pose by a portrait of Swift painted on a stairway at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            A cyclist passes by new mural portrait of Taylor Swift designed by Kate Clayton as it is unveiled in Shoreditch in east London, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- For Herve Tram, being a Taylor Swift fan isn't just about the music.
The 28-year-old computer network engineer from Paris sees himself as part of a community, one of the Swifties as they are known. So when the pop superstar's shows in Vienna were canceled last week because of a terror threat, Tram took a small personal step: He gave away two extra tickets to her upcoming concerts in London to two fans who missed the chance to see their guiding light in the Austrian capital.
"That's the power of this fandom,'' Tram said. "We look (out) for each other.''
The community of Swift fans, who have flocked to stadiums around the world to see the 3 1/2-hour shows on her Eras Tour and sing along with songs they know by heart, have been shaken in recent days.
First, a knife-wielding attacker murdered three little girls at a Swift-themed dance class in northern England, touching off a week of anti-immigrant unrest across the U.K. after right-wing activists spread misinformation about the suspect. Then the shows in Vienna were canceled after police arrested three Islamic State-inspired extremists they believed were planning to attack the concert venue.

    


But none of that has damped fans' enthusiasm to see Swift during five shows Thursday through Tuesday at London's Wembley Stadium that will close out the European leg of the Eras Tour. The fans want to wear Swift-inspired outfits, swap handmade friendship bracelets and, of course, dance.




Take Meagan Berneaud, 30, of Columbus, Ohio, who has been a Swift fan since she was 13.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Berneaud had second thoughts about traveling to London after recent events reminded her of the 2 1/2 hours she spent locked down during a 2016 terror attack at Ohio State University. But she decided to go and even set up a thread on X, formerly known as Twitter, to connect fans who missed the Vienna shows with people who were willing to sell or give away tickets to the London concerts. She's had more than 3,000 views.

    


"I just have to tell myself not to live in fear,'' she said. "I have to put my trust ... that law enforcement can do their best to keep us safe.'' 
Some fans who had planned to see the show in Vienna were willing to overcome their anxieties to try to attend another show, taking encouragement from Swift's song, "Fearless.'' 
"And I don't know why. 
But with you I'd dance in a storm.
In my best dress. 
Fearless."
It's a number that she belts out while swirling and twirling in an assortment of sparkly frocks in the song's music video.
Presila Koleva, 26, a design engineer from Cambridge, England, had been looking forward to seeing Swift in Vienna for more than a year, buying a copy of a green dress that Swift wears during the Folklore set on the Eras tour and making 30 bracelets to trade with other fans. She was heartbroken when the shows were canceled.
But then she connected with Tram, who gave her one of his tickets. That dress will be worn. 
"There (are) good people that will do something nice for someone that they don't know, just because they've seen that they've been through this really awful situation,'' she said. "It could have ended in such a bad way.''

    


The enthusiasm of Swift's fans and a set list that includes more than 40 songs from all phases of her career have helped make the Eras Tour the biggest revenue earner of all time, with more than $1 billion in ticket sales last year, according to Pollstar Boxoffice, which collects data on the live music industry. The tour is expected to push that record to more than $2 billion before it ends later this year in Indianapolis.
Demand for the London concerts shows no signs of slacking, with ticket prices hitting thousands of pounds on unregulated sites.
With Swift's tour coming to an end in Europe and youthful fans who have flexible schedules, especially during the summer, recent events won't hurt demand for tickets to the London shows, said Rafi Mohammed, an expert on pricing strategies and founder of the Cambridge, Massachusetts-based consultancy Culture of Profit.
"If anything, you have three sold out concerts in Vienna that were canceled. This coupled with the end of the tour, you'll likely see extra demand," he said.

    


Even so, security is a concern.
London's Metropolitan Police Service has tried to offer assurances, pointing out that it has learned lessons from the 2017 attack on an Ariana Grande concert at Manchester Arena that killed 22 people and injured hundreds more.
Organizers have promised "additional ticket checks" at the 90,000-seat Wembley Stadium, which prohibits concert goers from bringing anything much bigger than a tiny bag into the venue. Those without tickets will be moved away from the stadium. 
"London is a big city. We're used to putting on all of these events,'' said Tracy Halliwell, the head of tourism for Visit London. "You'll see there is a higher police presence on the ground and that's really just to make sure that everything ... runs smoothly."

    


For his part, Tram is focused on what the fans can do, recalling how Parisians responded after the attack on the Bataclan theater in 2015 to show that terror would not succeed.
"We saw hundreds of thousands of people go out into the streets to show they are not afraid, and I think that we (will) also see that in London," he said. "Fans will show they are not afraid. And like Taylor said, we are fearless."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taylor-swift-tickets-vienna-london-concert-swifties-7f4877fc2ba7b477a2ca601ad8f67a8a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Election 2024: US Rep. Ilhan Omar defeats Don Samuels in Minnesota Democratic primary  | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US Rep. Ilhan Omar, a member of the progressive 'Squad,' wins Democratic primary in Minnesota
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar looks on during a campaign stop in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar speaks after winning the primary at Nighthawks in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar speaks after winning the primary at Nighthawks in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar's supporters take a selfie after she won the primary at Nighthawks in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar talks with media during a campaign stop in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar, second from left, walks with her daughters, Isra Hirsi, right, and Ilwad Hirsi, left, and her husband, Tim Mynett, after she talked with media during a campaign stop in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City council member Don Samuels walks with members of his campaign after the primary race for Minnesota's fifth congressional district is called for opponent Rep. Ilhan Omar during an election night watch party in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City council member Don Samuels greets guests at an election night watch party in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Guests mingle at an election night watch party for Don Samuels in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City Council member Don Samuels, right, greets supporters as he arrives to his primary night party Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, at the Canopy in Minneapolis. (Jeff Wheeler/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Candidate Joe Teirab speaks during a Congressional candidate forum for Minnesota's first and second districts at Farmfest in Morgan, Minn., on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Republican Second Congressional District candidate Tayler Rahm campaigns at the Eagan Fun Fest Parade in Eagan, Minn., Thursday, July 4, 2024. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP)
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            FILE - Rep. Angie Craig, D-Minn., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill on June 24, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Republican Senate candidate Joe Fraser speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Minneapolis, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)
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            FILE - Republican Senate candidate Royce White talks during an interview with The Associated Press in Minneapolis, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski, file)
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            Steve Boyd, who is running against Michelle Fischbach in Minnesota's 7th congressional district, speaks Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024 Fergus Falls, Minn. (Glen Stubbe/Star Tribune via AP)
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            U.S. Rep. Michelle Fischbach, R-Minn., speaks during a Congressional candidate forum at Farmfest in Morgan, Minn., Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar speaks after winning the primary at Nighthawks in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar's supporters take a selfie after she won the primary at Nighthawks in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar talks with media during a campaign stop in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Rep. Ilhan Omar, second from left, walks with her daughters, Isra Hirsi, right, and Ilwad Hirsi, left, and her husband, Tim Mynett, after she talked with media during a campaign stop in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Kerem Yucel/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City council member Don Samuels walks with members of his campaign after the primary race for Minnesota's fifth congressional district is called for opponent Rep. Ilhan Omar during an election night watch party in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City council member Don Samuels greets guests at an election night watch party in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Guests mingle at an election night watch party for Don Samuels in Minneapolis, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Ben Hovland/Minnesota Public Radio via AP)
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            Former Minneapolis City Council member Don Samuels, right, greets supporters as he arrives to his primary night party Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, at the Canopy in Minneapolis. (Jeff Wheeler/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Candidate Joe Teirab speaks during a Congressional candidate forum for Minnesota's first and second districts at Farmfest in Morgan, Minn., on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP)
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            Republican Second Congressional District candidate Tayler Rahm campaigns at the Eagan Fun Fest Parade in Eagan, Minn., Thursday, July 4, 2024. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 17

                                    
                                    Republican Second Congressional District candidate Tayler Rahm campaigns at the Eagan Fun Fest Parade in Eagan, Minn., Thursday, July 4, 2024. (Jerry Holt/Star Tribune via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 17 | 
            FILE - Rep. Angie Craig, D-Minn., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill on June 24, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            FILE - Republican Senate candidate Joe Fraser speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Minneapolis, July 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)
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            FILE - Republican Senate candidate Royce White talks during an interview with The Associated Press in Minneapolis, July 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski, file)
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            Steve Boyd, who is running against Michelle Fischbach in Minnesota's 7th congressional district, speaks Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024 Fergus Falls, Minn. (Glen Stubbe/Star Tribune via AP)
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            U.S. Rep. Michelle Fischbach, R-Minn., speaks during a Congressional candidate forum at Farmfest in Morgan, Minn., Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (Shari L. Gross/Star Tribune via AP)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Democratic U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, one of the progressive House members known as the "Squad" and a sharp critic of how Israel has conducted the war in Gaza, has won her primary race in Minnesota.
Omar successfully defended her Minneapolis-area 5th District seat against a repeat challenge from former Minneapolis City Council member Don Samuels, a more centrist liberal whom she only narrowly defeated in the 2022 primary.
Speaking to supporters in Minneapolis, Omar echoed some of the themes of the Harris-Walz presidential campaign.
"We run the politics of joy," she said. "Because we know it is joyful to fight for your neighbors. ... We know it is joyful to make sure housing is a human right. We know it is joyful to fight for health care to be a human right. We know it is joyful to want to live in a peaceful and equitable world."

    


Omar avoided the fate of two fellow Squad members. Rep. Cori Bush lost the Democratic nomination in her Missouri district last week, and Rep. Jamaal Bowman of New York lost his primary in June. Both faced well-funded challengers and millions of dollars in spending by the United Democracy Project, a super political action committee affiliated with the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, which appeared to sit out the Minnesota race.




Samuels had criticized Omar's condemnation of the Israeli government's handling of the Israel-Hamas war. While Omar has also criticized Hamas for attacking Israel and taking hostages, Samuels said she's one-sided and divisive. He also stressed public safety issues in Minneapolis, where a former police officer murdered George Floyd in 2020.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Samuels said he was "very disappointed" with his loss.
"What I was hoping is that a strong ground game and an attention to the details of folks who felt left out would trump an overwhelming superiority in dollars," he said in an interview. "Clearly money matters a little more in politics than I had hoped." 

    


Omar reported raising about $6.2 million. Samuels raised about $1.4 million.
Omar will face Republican Dalia Al-Aqidi, an Iraqi American journalist and self-described secular Muslim who calls Omar pro-Hamas.
Meanwhile, conservative populist and former NBA player Royce White defeated Navy veteran Joe Fraser in Minnesota's primary election for the Republican nomination to challenge Democratic U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar in November.
And former federal prosecutor Joe Teirab, supported by former President Donald Trump, House Speaker Mike Johnson and the National Republican Congressional Committee, won a contested GOP primary for Minnesota's 2nd District seat held by Democratic Rep. Angie Craig.
His opponent, defense attorney Tayler Rahm, won the endorsement at the district convention with support from grassroots conservatives.
While Rahm announced in July that he was suspending his campaign and would instead serve as a senior adviser for Trump's Minnesota campaign, he remained on the ballot.
Teirab will face Craig in what's expected to be Minnesota's most competitive House race in November.

    


"Tonight's definitive results send a clear message that Republicans are united and ready for change," Teirab said in a statement. "We are ready to support candidates who will strengthen our economy, secure the border, and restore safety in our communities."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Craig issued a statement calling him "a guy who recently moved to the district because he saw a political opportunity."
"He's a guy who has spent months doing anything to win the support of Washington Republicans," Craig said. "And he's a guy who has made it his life's mission to take away reproductive freedoms from families and give those decisions to politicians."
In the U.S. Senate race, White -- an ally of imprisoned former Trump aide Steve Bannon and conspiracy theorist Alex Jones -- shocked many political observers when he defeated Fraser at the party convention for the GOP endorsement. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US Rep. Ilhan Omar, a member of the progressive 'Squad,' faces repeat primary challenge in Minnesota
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Representative Ilhan Omar faces a repeat primary challenge in Minnesota.

    

White's social media comments have been denounced as misogynistic, homophobic, antisemitic and profane. His legal and financial problems include unpaid child support and questionable campaign spending, including $1,200 spent at a Florida strip club after he lost his primary challenge to Omar in 2022. He argues that, as a Black man, he can broaden the party's base by appealing to voters of color in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area and others disillusioned with establishment politics.

    


Following his win, White said in a post on the social platform X: "Bring it on commies... The People Are Coming."
Democratic leaders denounced him as a far-right extremist.
"While Royce White's language and policies seek to divide Minnesotans, Senator Amy Klobuchar is focused on bringing people together to get things done, and she is consistently ranked as one of the most bipartisan and effective legislators in the Senate," Ken Martin, the state Democratic Party chair, said in a statement. "The choice this November could not be more clear."

    


Fraser said earlier that White's confrontational style and message won't attract the moderates and independents needed for a competitive challenge against Klobuchar, who's seeking a fourth term. He said he offered a more mainstream approach, stressing fiscal conservativism, a strong defense, world leadership and small government. Fraser has also highlighted his 26 years in the Navy, where he was an intelligence officer and served a combat tour in Iraq.
Neither had anywhere near the resources that Klobuchar has. White last reported raising $133,000, while Fraser took in $68,000. Klobuchar, meanwhile, has collected about $19 million this cycle and has more than $6 million available to spend on the general election campaign. She faced only nominal primary opposition.
Another clash between establishment and grassroots Republicans played out in western Minnesota's 7th District. Trump-backed GOP Rep. Michelle Fischbach, considered one of the most conservative members of Congress, defeated small businessman Steve Boyd. Boyd ran to her right on a religious platform and blocked her from getting endorsement at the district convention. Boyd reported spending $170,000, while Fischbach spent over $1 million.
Among the legislative primaries on the ballot Tuesday, Democrats picked former state Sen. Ann Johnson Stewart to face Republican Kathleen Fowke in a high-stakes race that will determine not only which party controls the state Senate, but whether Democrats maintain their narrow "trifecta" control of both chambers and the governor's office. Democrats used that power to pass an ambitious agenda over the last two years that helped put Gov. Tim Walz on the radar of Vice President Kamala Harris before she picked him to be her running mate.
It will be the only state Senate seat in the November ballot. The seat in the western Minneapolis suburbs had been held by Democrat Kelly Morrison, who will face Republican Tad Jude for Minnesota's 3rd Congressional District seat.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Angie Craig represents the 2nd District, not the 1st District.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/minnesota-election-ilhan-omar-e8b62d80a4952efeb1e40d5a857a2b4f
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            FILE - Iranians follow a truck, center, carrying the coffins of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh and his bodyguard during their funeral ceremony at Enqelab-e-Eslami (Islamic Revolution) Sq. in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            FILE - The Israeli Iron Dome air defense system fires to intercept an attack from Lebanon over the Galilee region as seen from the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            FILE - An Israeli shelling hits an area in Lebanon next to the Israeli-Lebanese border at the Galilee region as seen from the Israel-annexed Golan Heights, Monday, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            FILE - A boy holds a toy machine gun, as Hamas fighters, right, carry a mock coffin of Hamas political chief Ismail Haniyeh who was killed in an assassination in Tehran, during a symbolic funeral in Beirut, Lebanon, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Iran's threatened retaliatory strike on Israel over the assassination of Hamas official Ismail Haniyeh drew major world powers into a high-wire act of diplomacy Tuesday. 
Halting or limiting an Iranian strike in some eyes could bolster a monthslong effort to reach a cease-fire in a war that's devastated the Gaza Strip and killed nearly 40,000 Palestinians, according to the territory's health ministry. It could also free the Israeli hostages who remain captive there since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that killed 1,200 people and began the conflict. 
Failure to do so could see Iran launch a complex drone-and-missile attack in tandem with Lebanon's Hezbollah militia, now separately aggrieved over Israel's killing of one of its top commanders, straining the ability of Israel's missile defenses and its allies to defend against the assault. Widespread losses could push Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's hard-line government into its own direct attack on Iran -- and drag the wider Middle East into a regional war. 

    


That fear has prompted a flurry of diplomacy in the region. France, Germany, and the United Kingdom on Monday urged Iran and its allies to "refrain from attacks that would further escalate regional tensions and jeopardize the opportunity to agree (to) a cease-fire and the release of hostages."




In a call, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer warned Iran's new reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian that there was "a serious risk of miscalculation and now was the time for calm and careful consideration." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pezeshkian rebuffed the message.
"A punitive response to an aggressor is a right of nations and a solution for stopping crimes and aggression," Pezeshkian said.
The new Iranian president also has been called by Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican's secretary of state, and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz over the retaliation threat.

    


Pezeshkian has acknowledged he will follow the orders of Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who already said Israel "paved the way for a severe punishment upon itself with this action."
Iran has been repeatedly targeted by suspected Israeli assassinations and sabotage campaigns, increasing the pressure on its theocracy to act to maintain its leadership position in its self-declared "Axis of Resistance" with militias it arms in the region. But it also has faced years of widespread protests, economic woes and other domestic challenges embrittling the public's support of the government. Its first complex attack on Israel in April caused little damage, raising the risk of it needing to go larger this time in response. 
The United States, Israel's main backer, has called repeatedly on Iran not to retaliate. It also has backed efforts mediated by Egypt and Qatar to reach a cease-fire in the wider war. However, it's also prepared militarily in the Mideast in case things do escalate.
The U.S. military has instructed the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier strike group to sail more quickly to the area. America also has ordered the USS Georgia guided missile submarine into the Mideast, while the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier strike group has been in the Gulf of Oman. Additional F-22 fighter jets have flown into the region, while the USS Wasp, a large amphibious assault ship carrying F-35 fighter jets, is in the Mediterranean Sea. 

    


It's not just Western powers that have been involved in recent weeks. Russian officials under President Vladimir Putin have engaged in discussions with Iran. The secretary of Russia's national security council, Sergei Shoigu, visited Tehran and described the assassination of Haniyeh as "tragic" and something that was "impossible to bypass" in talks with Iran's government. 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov separately said Moscow was "calling on everybody to refrain from escalating the situation from turning into a disaster for all regional players," according to the state-run Tass news agency. 
"Political ways out of the existing problems must be found," it quoted Bogdanov as saying. 

    


For Iran, Russia remains one of the few international suppliers of advanced weaponry willing to do business with it even as its nuclear program enriches uranium at nearly weapons-grade levels. Iran for years has asked for Sukhoi Su-35 fighter jets. Tehran has also sought Russia's S-400 surface-to-air missile defense system, a possible deterrent for the American-made F-35 fighter jets flown by the U.S. and Israel.
It's not just Iran, though, that needs weapons. Putin has relied increasingly on Iranian-made bomb-carrying drones in his war on Ukraine, which has escalated in recent days with Kyiv marching into Russia's Kursk region as a means to pressure Moscow as it makes gains in eastern Ukraine's Donbas region.
Putin also hosted Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Tuesday in Moscow. 

    


Then there's China, which has tried quietly to assert more influence in the Mideast without devoting the same amount of military power as the United States. China last year mediated a deal between Iran and Saudi Arabia that saw the countries reach a detente, though Riyadh continues to eye Tehran warily. 
In July, China also hosted the signing of a deal between Hamas and Fatah, the main force in the U.S.-backed Palestinian Authority that administers parts of the occupied West Bank. While the agreement calls for the factions to form a joint government, previous deals fell apart between the rivals, calling into question whether this one would be any different. 
China also has begun criticizing Israel more directly amid the war, rather than following its typical pattern of calling for restraint on all sides.
Responding to questions from The Associated Press, China's Foreign Ministry on Wednesday said Beijing had "on many occasions appealed to the international community for an early end of the Gaza conflicts and prevention of the continuous expansion of the spillover effect, and has been playing a positive role in easing the regional tense situation."
"China supports all efforts that are conducive to achieving permanent all-round cease-fire in Gaza and is willing, together with the international community, to promote the cooling down of the regional situation, so as to avoid the further escalation of the conflicts," the ministry said. 
___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- Jon Gambrell, the news director for the Gulf and Iran for The Associated Press, has reported from each of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, Iran and other locations across the world since joining the AP in 2006.
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                    FILE - Chelsea's head coach Mauricio Pochettino, left, and Manchester City's head coach Pep Guardiola gesture during the English FA Cup semifinal soccer match between Manchester City and Chelsea at Wembley stadium in London, Saturday, April 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        Mauricio Pochettino and the U.S. Soccer Federation are working toward a deal for him to become the men's national team coach, a person familiar with the negotiations told The Associated Press.
Pochettino, the former Tottenham, Chelsea and Paris Saint-Germain coach, has agreed to take over as the U.S. coach but the deal is not complete, the person said Thursday, speaking on condition of anonymity because the agreement was not finalized.
Pochettino would succeed Gregg Berhalter less than 22 months before the Americans host the 2026 World Cup.
The USSF declined to comment.
A 52-year-old Argentine, Pochettino would become the first foreign-born coach to head the U.S. since Jurgen Klinsmann from 2011-16. He has coached Espanyol in Spain (2009-12), Southampton (2013-14), Tottenham (2014-19) and Chelsea (2023-24) in England and Paris Saint-Germain in France (2021-22), leaving after winning a Ligue 1 title.

    


Matt Crocker, the USSF's sporting director in charge of the search, was Southampton's academy director when Pochettino started at that club.
The U.S. has four friendlies upcoming, against Canada on Sept. 7, New Zealand three days later, Panama on Oct. 12 and an opponent to be determined on Oct. 15. The next competitive matches are a two-leg CONCACAF Nations League quarterfinal in November.




Mikey Varas, a Berhalter assistant, could be in charge of the team for the September games and Pochettino could take over for the October matches.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Berhalter was fired on July 10, a week after the Americans were eliminated in the first round of the Copa America. He was hired in December 2018, was allowed to leave when his contract expired following a 3-1 loss to the Netherlands in the second round of the 2022 World Cup, then was rehired in June 2023 to return in September.
Pochettino would inherit a player pool led by Christian Pulisic, Weston McKennie and Tyler Adams, who have thrived with European clubs. But goalkeepers Matt Turner and Ethan Horvath and midfielder Gio Reyna have failed to gain playing time with first-tier teams, and Chris Richards -- at Crystal Palace in England -- is the only central defender in his 20s playing regularly with a top-league European club.

    


Berhalter minimized Major League Soccer players, not using any during the Copa America. Before heading the national team, Berhalter coached Columbus in MLS.
On-field discipline has been a problem, with defender Sergino Dest getting two red cards in the past 13 months, and McKennie and winger Tim Weah receiving one each.
Pochettino was a central defender who played for Newell's Old Boys in Argentina and Espanyol, PSG and Bordeaux in Europe from the late 1980s until 2006. He made 20 appearances for Argentina, playing at the 1999 Copa America and the 2002 World Cup, where his foul of Michael Owen led to David Beckham's penalty kick in Argentina's 1-0 group-stage loss.
After retiring as a player, he became a coach in Espanyol's system, took over as first-team coach in January 2009 and helped the team avoid relegation. Pochettino was fired in November 2012 with the team in last place and was hired two months later by English club Southampton.

    


Pochettino moved in May 2014 to Tottenham, which reached the final of the 2015 League Cup, losing to Chelsea, and the 2019 Champions League, losing to Liverpool. He was fired in November 2019 with Spurs in 14th place and replaced by Jose Mourinho.
PSG hired Pochettino in January 2021. The team finished second in the league and lost to Manchester City in the Champions League semifinals but won the French Cup, beating Monaco 2-0 in the final. Led by Lionel Messi and Kylian Mbappe, PSG clinched the 2022 Ligue 1 title with four games to spare but lost to Real Madrid in the Champions League round of 16.
Pochettino left PSG at the end of the 2022-23 season, then was hired by Chelsea in June 2023 after the club finished 12th. Chelsea lost the League Cup final to Liverpool and finished sixth in the Premier League, missing out on the Champions League. Pochettino left two days after the final match.
___
AP Sports Writer Ronald Blum contributed to this report.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            New York Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge hits his 300th career home run, the fastest playing in MLB history to do so, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge signals to fans after he hit his 300th career home run, the fastest player to do so in MLB history, in a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge signals to fans after he hit his 300th career home run, the fastest player to do so in MLB history, in a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Yankees' Aaron Judge becomes fastest to 300 homers, reaching in 955 games to Kiner's 1,087

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 10 | 
            New York Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge hits his 300th career home run, the fastest playing in MLB history to do so, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10

                                    
                                    New York Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge hits his 300th career home run, the fastest playing in MLB history to do so, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            New York Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge hits his 300th career home run, the fastest playing in MLB history to do so, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    New York Yankees designated hitter Aaron Judge hits his 300th career home run, the fastest playing in MLB history to do so, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge is doused by his teammates after he hit his 300th career home run, the fastest player to do so in MLB history, in a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 10

                                    
                                    New York Yankees' Aaron Judge is doused by his teammates after he hit his 300th career home run, the fastest player to do so in MLB history, in a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge signals to fans after he hit his 300th career home run, the fastest player to do so in MLB history, in a baseball game against the Chicago White Sox, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Aaron Judge noticed his teammates dancing in the bullpen as he rounded first. He got quite the reception when he crossed the plate, too.
Not only did he hit his 300th homer, the New York Yankees' slugger reached that milestone faster than any other player when he connected against the Chicago White Sox during a 10-2 victory on Wednesday night.
"It's a great achievement," he said. "Like I said a couple days ago, I was hoping it would come in a win. It came in a big win for us. We were down for a little bit, couldn't get much going, so I was just excited it was there in a big moment."
Judge hit the mark in his 955th game and 3,431st at-bat with a three-run drive in the eighth inning. The six-time All-Star and 2022 American League MVP drove a 3-0 up-and-in sinker from Chad Kuhl into the White Sox bullpen in left for his major league-leading 43rd homer.

    


The Yankees let loose as the ball cleared the wall, jumping up and raising their arms and banging the dugout railing. After the game, DJ LeMahieu and Austin Wells doused Judge with a tub of water.
"That means a lot," Judge said. "These guys grind with me every single day. I know the hard work they put in. They see what I do. That was pretty special."




Ralph Kiner reached 300 homers in his 1,087th game, and Babe Ruth did in his 3,831st at-bat. 
"Those are some guys that have done a lot of great things in this game," Judge said. "You throw around a lot of those names to people who don't know baseball and they know who they are. It's a special group to be in."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Judge continues to amaze his teammates. Juan Soto thinks Judge has a chance to surpass Barry Bonds' 762 homers.
"Why not?" Soto said. "I think he's the guy who can literally break the record. ... I hope he got the health to do it and I'm going to enjoy it as much as I can, too."
Chicago was trailing 6-2 when interim manager Grady Sizemore intentionally walked Soto to bring up Judge, who had not homered on a 3-0 pitch since 2021.

    


"You guys all say how he's swinging the bat this week," Judge said. "It makes sense. The guy had three homers yesterday, a homer to start the game today. Why wouldn't you?"
Judge leads the major leagues with 14 intentional walks. Soto was intentionally walked for the first time this season after hitting three homers Tuesday and another in the first inning Wednesday.
Judge wouldn't say if he thought the White Sox made the right call. But either way, he made them pay.
"If they're going to do that, you've got to come up and drive those runs in," he said. "I was lucky I was able to do that there."
Sizemore made the decision in his fifth game after replacing Pedro Grifol as manager. He said the four homers by Soto caused him to make the decision.
"It's pick your poison. I'm not trying to get to Judge. I got a base open," Sizemore said. "There's no solution or an easy way out of that jam, but Soto's definitely been the hotter of those two bats, even though Judge has been hot, too."
Judge, who hit an American League-record 62 homers in his MVP season, is batting .333 and leads the major leagues with 110 RBIs. No. 300 came eight years and one day after he homered in his first big league at-bat.
"Definitely caught us off guard," Yankees manager Aaron Boone said of the intentional walk, "but Aaron was ready to throw up a great at-bat. 
"I thought he expanded the zone a little bit too much there on 3-0," the manager added playfully.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        SYDNEY (AP) -- The Australian Olympic Committee has criticized an anonymous online petition attacking controversial Paris Games breaking competitor Rachael Gunn, saying the petition was "vexatious, misleading and bullying."
Last weekend, the sport of breaking made its Olympic debut. One of the lasting images was the performance of an Australian b-girl known as Raygun -- 36-year-old Sydney university professor Gunn -- who did a "kangaroo dance" among other questionable moves during her routine, and scored zero points. 
Gunn was subsequently heavily criticized for her performance with parodies even being played out on a late night television show in the United States.
Gunn, who has not yet returned to Australia following the Games, received strong support from Australian team chef de mission Anna Meares while still in Paris. On Thursday, the AOC went a major step further, refuting numerous erroneous stories it says have appeared online since.

    


Chief executive officer Matt Carroll said the the AOC had written to change.org, which had published a petition criticizing Gunn and the AOC, demanding that it be immediately withdrawn.




More than 40,000 people have signed the petition claiming Gunn had "manipulated" Olympic qualification processes.
Carroll says the petition "contained numerous falsehoods designed to engender hatred against an athlete who was selected in the Australian Olympic team through a transparent and independent qualification event and nomination process."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It is disgraceful that these falsehoods concocted by an anonymous person can be published in this way," Carroll said. "It amounts to bullying and harassment and is defamatory. We are demanding that it be removed from the site immediately. No athlete who has represented their country at the Olympic Games should be treated in this way . . . "

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


Online criticism this past week has included suggestions that the Oceania qualifying event held in Sydney last October was set up to favor Gunn, and questioned the judging which allowed Gunn to qualify.

    


The AOC said Thursday the Oceania qualifying event was conducted under the Olympic qualification system determined by the international governing body, World DanceSport Federation (WDSF) and approved by International Olympic Committee.
It said the judging panel for the event was selected by the WDSF and consisted of nine independent international judges.
Unattributed social media comments also suggested Gunn and her husband, fellow breaker Samuel Free, had held positions within Australian breaking organizations.
"Rachael Gunn holds no position with AUSBreaking or DanceSport Australia in any capacity," the AOC said Thursday. "She is simply an athlete who competed in the qualifying event which she won."
Breaking at the Olympics might be a one-and-done in Paris. It is not on the competition list for the next Olympics in Los Angeles in 2028, and also is unlikely to appear in 2032 at Brisbane, Australia.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - A WNBA basketball sits on the court during a WNBA game, May 19, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jeff Lewis, File)
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Indianapolis will host the 2025 WNBA All-Star Game for the first time at Gainbridge Fieldhouse on July 19, the league announced Wednesday.
This summer's game featured the All-Star team against the U.S. Olympic team and was played in front of a sellout crowd of 16,407 at the Footprint Center in Phoenix. A television audience of 3.44 million watched the All-Stars win 117-109 on July 20 in the most-watched WNBA All-Star Game. 
"The city of Indianapolis and the entire state of Indiana have such an incredible and enduring passion for the game of basketball, making the region the perfect host to celebrate the WNBA and the game's greatest stars," WNBA commissioner Cathy Engelbert said.
A 3-point shooting contest and skills challenge will be held July 18.
The Indiana Fever, fueled by the buzz surrounding rookie sensation Caitlin Clark, are the focal point for the dramatic increase in the WNBA's popularity this year. The Fever's average attendance of just under 17,000 leads the WNBA, and 10 of their games have set league TV viewership records.

    


"We are in the middle of a pivotal, transformational moment in the history of the WNBA and women's basketball, and we are thrilled Indiana will be the center of it all with the game's biggest stars on display during next season's All-Star Game," said Mel Raines, CEO of Pacers Sports & Entertainment. "Leaders across our community are going to do what we do best: welcome fans from around the nation and the globe to Indiana, raise the bar for future host cities, and leave a lasting legacy for our city and state."
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon, left, shoves defensive end John Morgan III (54) during a drill at an NFL football training camp, Friday, July 26, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Falcons acquire 4-time Pro Bowl edge rusher Matthew Judon from Patriots

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon walks onto the field during a joint NFL football practice with the Philadelphia Eagles, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon walks onto the field during a joint NFL football practice with the Philadelphia Eagles, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon smiles from the sidelines during the first half of a preseason NFL football game against the Carolina Panthers Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon smiles from the sidelines during the first half of a preseason NFL football game against the Carolina Panthers Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon, left, shoves defensive end John Morgan III (54) during a drill at an NFL football training camp, Friday, July 26, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    New England Patriots linebacker Matthew Judon, left, shoves defensive end John Morgan III (54) during a drill at an NFL football training camp, Friday, July 26, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            ROB MAADDI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The Atlanta Falcons have acquired four-time Pro Bowl edge rusher Matthew Judon from the New England Patriots for a third-round draft pick.
The teams announced the trade on Thursday. 
Judon had 28 sacks in his first two seasons with the Patriots before finishing with four in four games last year, when he was limited by injuries.
Judon became available because of a contract dispute. He has a base salary of $6.5 million this season and is seeking a new deal.
"I signed the deal. My signature's on it so I got to play on it. Do I think that's my value? No. But, again, that's not up to me," Judon said last month. "I hope I can continue to play here and be a catalyst to one of the best defenses in the league. If that's not the case, that's not the case. It's hard not to be jealous or envious. But honestly, I've got to focus on myself. As much as everyone would like me to stay around here for a long time, it's not up to me. I would pay myself a lot of money and be cool with it."

    


The Falcons needed a pass rusher to bolster a defense that hasn't had a player with double-digit sacks since Vic Beasley had 15 1/2 in 2016.




Judon, who turns 32 on Thursday, played his first five seasons in Baltimore. He had 34 1/2 sacks for the Ravens and made two of his four Pro Bowls. He thrived in Bill Belichick's defense in New England, making a career-high 15 1/2 sacks in 2022.
The Falcons pursued the trade for Judon after losing rookie edge rusher Bralen Trice to a season-ending knee injury in their first preseason game at Miami.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trice, a third-round pick from the University of Washington, was competing for a starting job after leading the nation in quarterback pressures the last two seasons.
Trice had been listed as the No. 2 outside linebacker behind Arnold Ebikeite before the injury.
Now, it's Judon who figures to take a prime pass-rushing role for the Falcons.
____
AP Sports Writer Paul Newberry and AP Pro Football Writer Josh Dubow contributed to this report.
____
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterbacks Ian Book, left, Carson Wentz (11), Patrick Mahomes (15) and Chris Oladokun (13) arrive at NFL football training camp Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 8 | 
            Kansas City Chiefs fans walk past signage at NFL football training camp Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Mecole Hardman runs the ball at NFL football training camp Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) arrives at NFL football training camp Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce runs the ball at NFL football training camp Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in St. Joseph, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        ST. JOSEPH, Mo. (AP) -- Patrick Mahomes and the rest of the Kansas City Chiefs' starters are expected to play most of the first half of their preseason game against Detroit on Saturday, though it's possible Carson Wentz will get some snaps with the first-team offense, too.
Chiefs coach Andy Reid announced his plan for the second preseason game Thursday, shortly after the defending Super Bowl champions wrapped up the final practice of their training camp at Missouri Western State University.
Mahomes was 3 of 4 for 27 yards against Jacksonville in the Chiefs' preseason opener, helping to set up a field goal on their first possession. He typically plays into the second quarter of the second preseason game before taking the third exhibition game off ahead of the season opener, which in this case comes Sept. 5 against Baltimore.
After playing the Lions, the Chiefs will conduct the rest of camp at their training facility in Kansas City.

    


"I think you've been able to see the growth," said Reid, one of the few coaches left in the NFL who prefers to take his team away for camp. "We've added a ton in the last few days up here. The guys have digested it and been able to spit it back -- retain it. That has been a positive. And then maybe most of all getting yourself in football shape, kind of re-amping up to our first game."




"We still have a couple of weeks ahead of us here 'til that all takes place," Reid added, "but we'll keep working on it. We're not ready yet, but we'll keep working and sharpening ourselves up to play. I appreciate the attitude the guys have had."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Reid said right tackle Jawaan Taylor would not play against the Lions after hurting his right shoulder during Thursday's practice, which means Lucas Niang will likely replace him. Niang was expected to compete with Kingsley Suamataeia for the starting job on the left side, but Suamataeia, a second-round pick out of BYU, seized the job early and never let go.

    


"(Taylor) won't go this weekend," Reid said, "but I think he's going to be OK."
Reid also said he would not "force it" to get veteran left guard Joe Thuney onto the field for a preseason game. Thuney recently came off the PUP list and began to practice after a pectoral injury that caused him to miss the Super Bowl.
Running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire missed his fourth straight practice with an illness Thursday, though Reid said he was feeling better. Safety Bryan Cook also remained out of practice for personal reasons.
The biggest missing piece, of course, remained wide receiver Marquise Brown, who sustained a sternoclavicular posterior dislocation in the Chiefs' game in Jacksonville. Brown was fortunate the shoulder injury, similar to one that caused former Chiefs wide receiver Tyreek Hill to miss four games in 2019, did not require surgery.
"We're lucky it wasn't as bad as it could have been," Mahomes said Thursday. "He's in good spirits, doing well. Getting him back going again, moving around. Obviously we lost a little bit of that veteran-type receiver in that room. We have other guys that can replace a little bit, but to have that much talent and understand what I want -- but he's in that room. That's important."

    


Reid was noncommittal this week when asked whether Brown could be ready for Week 1. In the meantime, the Chiefs have turned to veteran Justin Watson, who knows every wide receiver position in the offense.
"Very confident in him," Mahomes said. "A guy that knows everything, can play all three (receiver) positions, can catch and block. Those guys have to step up while (Brown) is out. We're lucky it doesn't seem like it's going to be for too long."
Much like Reid, Mahomes came away from the three-plus weeks in St. Joseph feeling good about the work Kansas City put it as it begins pursuit of a record third consecutive Super Bowl championship.
"I thought it was a competitive camp. That was the biggest thing," he said. "More than just standouts every day, you didn't know if the offense or defense was going to win. That's when it's a great camp. There were days the defense got after us. There were days we had the advantage. I think just the competitive nature of camp was the best thing about it."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            In this image provided by Michael Levy, New York Jets offensive lineman Wes Schweitzer takes a break after scaling the Shawangunk Mountains in New York in 2024. (Michael Levy via AP)
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            In this image provided by Shelby Schweitzer, New York Jets offensive lineman Wes Schweitzer climbs Castle Rock in Castle Rock State Park, Calif., in 2021. (Shelby Schweitzer via AP)
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            FILE- New York Jets offensive guard Wes Schweitzer (71) warms up before an NFL football game against the Atlanta Falcons on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Bryan Woolston, File)
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- The brief but terrifying feeling of helplessness still gets Wes Schweitzer every time.
The New York Jets offensive lineman is scaling a rock -- hand over hand, foot over foot -- when he suddenly loses his grip, slips off the wall and plummets a few feet before landing.
"The rope can hold 20,000 pounds, so you're totally safe, totally fine," a smiling Schweitzer told The Associated Press after a recent training camp practice. "But every time I fall on the rope, I scream. I'm like, 'Ahhh!' You feel like you're going to die for a second, you know?
"And people look at you funny, but then you realize other people are screaming, too, because it's just a natural thing. You're living in the moment and you're trying not to fall and then you fall, so it's surprising. So, yes, I still get scared."
And Schweitzer loves every sometimes-harrowing moment.

    


Rock climbing has become a passion over the last several years for the 6-foot-4, 325-pounder -- an anomaly in a sport in which the participants are predominantly much smaller.
"I'm kind of in uncharted territory," Schweitzer acknowledged. "I get messages every day about how much I'm inspiring people. And I'm not trying to do this to be like that for others. But it's really cool that people are looking to me for that because climbing is, well, really hard."




Schweitzer has taken on indoor rock walls at gyms. He also enjoys bouldering, a form of climbing on small rock formations or artificial rock walls without the use of ropes or harnesses and with pads placed on the ground. The big Arizonan who played at San Jose State has also ventured to some of the most popular outdoor climbs, such as Castle Rock in California, Rocktown in Georgia and the Shawangunk Mountains -- aka The Gunks -- in New York.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He uses climbing to stay in shape in the offseason for football and regularly posts videos and pictures of his rock-scaling adventures on social media. 

    


"I love it," Jets offensive line coach Keith Carter said. "I don't have social media, but I hear about them all the time. Just picturing him climbing up a rock wall is impressive."
Schweitzer has made the team aware of his passion for climbing -- "No one's told me to stop quite yet" -- and he stresses safety.
"I think the biggest part of it is they can see my performance on the field," he said. "And they were like, 'Oh, if it's working for him, then keep doing what you're doing, as long as you don't get hurt, obviously.' It's not any more dangerous than anything else, as long as you're doing it the right way."
Schweitzer, who turns 31 next month, hyperextended an elbow early in his NFL career after being drafted in the sixth round by Atlanta in 2016. After traditional rehabilitation for a year never fully healed him, Schweitzer turned to a trainer who recommended he try climbing a rock wall.
"And within five minutes, I was pain free," Schweitzer recalled. "Something that bothered me for a year."
So, he kept climbing. 
"I gained like 15 pounds of muscle and my play started to get better," he said. "Now I've been doing it for years and years and I'm going outside and I'm doing harder and harder stuff. I'm climbing 200-foot routes and it's built my confidence up because every day you're going to get challenged to the maximum. 

    


"This sport of climbing challenges everything that football challenges and also has made me such a better player. I can't recommend it enough to everybody."
Schweitzer, who signed a two-year deal with the Jets in March 2023, is a versatile member of New York's offensive line as a backup and spot starter who can play both guard spots and center. And climbing is a prominent part of how he prepares for each season.
"The benefits are through the roof," Schweitzer said. "The most basic thing is that you grab onto holds and they get harder and harder to hold on to. When I grab shoulder pads now, it's like I'm holding onto handlebars compared to when I was grabbing on something that was much more difficult to hold on to. 
"It's core strength, but I have to produce power through all my limbs. And then you're on your toes, so it's also calves, hips, glutes."

    


Schweitzer has talked up climbing to his teammates over the years and taken some out with him. 
"But usually they're exhausted in 10 minutes and they don't come back," he said with a laugh.
During the season, Schweitzer sticks to climbing indoor rock walls as a supplement to his regular football workouts. 
His goal after football is to someday free climb -- using your hands and feet to find handholds and footholds while using a rope tied to a harness -- El Capitan, a 3,000-foot tall rock formation in Yosemite National Park in California. 
"If you've been there and you see that thing, it's a mile tall and you're like, this is as cool as it gets," Schweitzer said. "I'm always an ambitious dreamer, but we'll see. I just want to push the sport. I want to lose weight to 300 (pounds) and then I want to set benchmarks for, like, no other 300-pound person's going to be able to do what I've done. 

    


"I don't think anyone's going to be able to do what I've done already, but I want to make it so that it is a firm, like, this is the limit. And then I want to cut as much weight as possible and see what I can do."
Until then, Schweitzer will keep trying to help the playoff-hungry Jets reach new heights on the football field.
"With teammates, climbing's a talking point," he said. "I think now at this point in my career, it's like a selling point. It makes me a little bit different. And I'm proud of it."
--
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Austin Dillon during the NASCAR Daytona 500 auto race media day Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2023, at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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                                        Austin Dillon's automatic spot in NASCAR's playoff was revoked -- though he retained his victory at Richmond Raceway -- after it was determined the driver "crossed a line" in his intentional last-lap wreck of drivers Joey Logano and Denny Hamlin.
Dillon won for the first time in nearly two years in the Cup Series on Sunday night, but the checkered flag seemed out of reach before he spun Logano out of the way and then sent Hamlin into the wall as well -- all in the final few seconds.
Logano and Hamlin railed against Dillon's aggressiveness and the highlight-reel finish set off days of controversy in NASCAR.
NASCAR said Wednesday that Dillon committed "actions detrimental to stock car auto racing" in its decision to kick him out of a spot in the 16-driver field. There are three Cup Series races left before the field is set, starting Sunday at Michigan International Speedway.

    


Elton Sawyer, the senior vice president of competition, said NASCAR considered suspending Dillon for his actions. Dillon and the Richard Childress Racing No. 3 team also were docked 25 points in both the drivers' and owners' standings. Dillon dropped from 26th to 31st in the driver standings.




Dillon's spotter, Brandon Benesch, was suspended for three races for yelling "wreck him!" over the radio as the driver battled with Hamlin down the stretch.
"The No. 1 thing is we want to make sure is we're protecting the integrity of the playoffs as well as our championship when we get to Phoenix," Sawyer said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

RCR said it would appeal, stating on social media it was " very disappointed " in NASCAR's decision.
In NASCAR's view, Dillon's moves went beyond the hard-racing ethos that's been part of the Cup Series' DNA since its 1948 inception. 
Logano also was fined $50,000 for smoking his tires on pit road as he drove by Dillon and his team.
"It's ridiculous that that's the way we race. Unbelievable," Logano said Sunday. "I get bump and runs. I do that. I would expect it. But from four car lengths back, he was never going to make the corner. And then he wrecks the other car. He wrecks the 11 to go with it. What a piece of crap."

    


Dillon said he was trying to move Logano's car, but hitting Hamlin as well was more of an instant reaction.
"I've seen Denny and Joey make moves that have been running people up the track to win," Dillon said. "This was the first opportunity in two years for me to be able to get a win. ... I've seen a lot of stuff over the years in NASCAR where people move people, and it's just part of our sport."
It was his first win since Aug. 28, 2022, at Daytona. He had just two top-10 finishes this year. Dillon emerged from all the chaos with a victory in his No. 3 Chevrolet. That number was famously driven -- often aggressively -- by Dale Earnhardt. 
"That's not the way we want our races to end," Sawyer said. "That's not the way we want to decide a champion. That's not the way we want to decide an event."
The win-and-you're-in nature of postseason qualification means the difference between first place and second can be massive. In this case -- in the moment, at least -- it meant the difference for Dillon between another lost season and a championship chase.

    


"The record book won't care, right, about what happened," Hamlin said on pit road Sunday. "He's going to be credited with the win."
He will -- the fifth of Dillons's career over 395 Cup starts. The victory won't mean much if Dillon is just racing out the string once the final 10-race postseason starts Sept. 8 at Atlanta Motor Speedway.
NASCAR has run into a spate of contentious finishes over the last few years that forced the sanctioning body to step in and discipline drivers.
NASCAR suspended Bubba Wallace for one race in 2022 after an investigation determined he deliberately spun Kyle Larson at Las Vegas in a "dangerous act" of retaliation. A year later, Chase Elliott was suspended for one race after he deliberately wrecked Hamlin in the Coca-Cola 600.
"Each individual situation is different," Sawyer said. "When we looked at this in the totality, we felt like the penalty have issued the 3 and the 3 owner ... that fits what happened on Sunday night. We didn't feel like we needed to add the suspension to it."

    


Sawyer apologized for the delay in ruling and said NASCAR would like to get to a point where there are more "on-the-spot" decisions when issuing punishments.
Dillon, of course, could regain a playoff spot with a victory in any of the next three races. Entering Michigan, 12 drivers have their spot secured with four spots open. Martin Truex Jr., Ty Gibbs, Wallace and Chris Buescher hold the final four spots on points. Michigan, Daytona International Speedway and Darlington Raceway close NASCAR's regular season.
___
AP NASCAR: https://apnews.com/hub/nascar-racing
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            FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) readies the snap during the first quarter of an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Brett Carlsen, File)
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            FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) prepares to snap the ball against the New York Giants during a preseason NFL football game, in East Rutherford, N.J., Aug. 24, 2018. (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun, File)
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            FILE - Miami Dolphins defensive end Emmanuel Ogbah (91), Dolphins defensive tackles Benito Jones (95), Zach Sieler (92) and Christian Wilkins (94) reach up to try to block the ball on a field goal attempt as New York Jets offensive lineman Josh Andrews (68), Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) and Jets tackle George Fant (76) block during an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 18, 2020, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Doug Murray, File)
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            FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy walks on the field before an NFL football game against the Miami Dolphins, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Oh snap! Jets' Thomas Hennessy details what goes into perhaps the NFL's most underappreciated job

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) readies the snap during the first quarter of an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Brett Carlsen, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) readies the snap during the first quarter of an NFL football game against the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Brett Carlsen, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) prepares to snap the ball against the New York Giants during a preseason NFL football game, in East Rutherford, N.J., Aug. 24, 2018. (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - New York Jets long snapper Thomas Hennessy (42) prepares to snap the ball against the New York Giants during a preseason NFL football game, in East Rutherford, N.J., Aug. 24, 2018. (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Thomas Hennessy's journey to the NFL began with one big snap decision in high school.
The self-described "late bloomer" always had a pretty good arm, but playing quarterback didn't seem realistic. Hennessy wanted to be part of Don Bosco Preparatory's team in Ramsey, New Jersey, and contribute, even if it wasn't as a starter.
So his father suggested he try his hand at long snapping.
"If you can throw overhand, you could probably figure out how to throw it underhand to do a long snap, and it's something you just might have a knack for," the New York Jets ' longest-tenured player recalled his father telling him. "So I gave it a try in ninth grade, just kind of in the backyard messing around.
"And it turned out, I did have a knack for it."
He made the team, attended long snapper camps, played at Duke, was signed by Indianapolis as an undrafted free agent in 2017 and traded to the Jets a few months later. Hennessy, the older brother of Eagles center Matt Hennessy, has since become one of the NFL's most consistent and reliable long snappers -- a job that remains perhaps one of the most underappreciated in sports.

    


"It has gained more recognition over the years, but overall it is overlooked," he said. "Just because of the nature of the position, the snap is taken for granted. ... The 32 snappers across the league are so good that you expect every snap to be perfect."




So, what does it take to be an NFL long snapper? Hennessy gave The Associated Press a step-by-step look:
The art

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's something that's based on feel a lot," Hennessy said. "The mentality going into each snap is being perfect, but becoming second nature where it's something you don't have to think about. I would say the approach to it is an art and I would say the actual skill is an art."
The mentality
"I'm not good at golf, but I think it's probably pretty similar to a golf shot where you're just very focused on your routine so that things are second nature and you're doing things the exact same way every time. And you make sure your setup is great because your setup is going to control how the rest of the play goes for you."

    


Scanning the opponent
"On punts, specifically, you need to survey the rush and maybe have an idea of what concept they're coming at you with. Are they going to rush you? How might the rush look? It's not just you're doing your own thing. You have to think about what the other team is going to do."
Stance and grip
"The thing that makes it an art is that everyone does it a little differently. For me, you're holding the ball like you're going to throw it with your right hand -- I'm a righty. Your left hand is on it lightly, like a guide hand, kind of like your guide hand is on a basketball free throw. 
"You have a flat back and you're bent at the knees so that you can get your hamstrings into it." 
The snap
"When you throw the snap, your arms are extended, but not fully extended. And then you're just throwing it and following through to the target to generate rotation and spin and throw an accurate snap. Mechanically, at a basic level, that's what it is."

    


Punt vs. field goal
"The snaps are very similar, but the difference on field goals is the snap is a little lower because the target (the holder) is 8 yards away and the target is maybe a foot or two above the ground. With a punt, it's like 3 or 4 feet above the ground at the punters' belly button, approximately, 14 yards away." 
Snap rotation
"There's extra focus on touch with the field goal because you want the laces to be forward. People ask how snappers can control the laces on field goals because ideally the holder just catches it and puts the laces down and they're facing the goal post, which we call '12 o'clock laces.' It's throwing the same exact snap every time. I don't hold the ball on the laces, just based on my rotations. I hold it on a certain panel. And that's to get the laces out every time." 
Hennessy said the ideal snap time for a punt is between 0.65 and 0.75 seconds. 
Snaps on field goals aren't usually timed because the distance is so short. Instead, the entire operation is timed from the snap to the kick, with an ideal time of approximately 1.3 seconds. 

    


Completing the play
On a field goal, the long snapper blocks defenders as the kick is being attempted.
On a punt, the long snapper completes his snap and then takes off down the field with his teammates to try to tackle the returner.
And the job is done. Until the next long snap.
"It's really fun to snap and protect, and coverage is kind of seen as a bonus for a long snapper, although several long snappers are getting more athletic and influencing the return more," Hennessy said. "It's really cool to be so specialized in snap and block, which is super and not many people can do that. But then to cover, just like another linebacker or tight end or running back, that's a really cool thing that you turn into just a full-on football player."
___
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                    FILE - Buffalo Bills linebacker Matt Milano defends during an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sept. 17, 2023, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Matt Durisko, File)
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                                        Buffalo Bills coach Sean McDermott announced on Thursday that linebacker Matt Milano is out indefinitely and will miss at least the first few months of the season with a torn left bicep in what becomes the starter's latest setback after missing a majority of last season with a broken leg.
McDermott provided the update as the Bills prepared to hold a joint practice with the Steelers, two days before the teams play a preseason game at Pittsburgh. Milano is scheduled to have surgery and, barring complications, has a chance to return by December.
Milano was hurt early in practice during a tackling drill on Tuesday, and spent the rest of the session watching from the sideline after being examined by trainers.
"It's an unfortunate situation and he's a strong young man," McDermott said. "He's resilient and we've got to be resilient, and we've got to move forward to work on solutions."

    


The setback comes as the 30-year-old Milano was being eased back after a complicated injury in breaking his right leg that forced him to miss the final 12 games of last season. He was cleared for practice for Buffalo's mandatory minicamp in mid-June and had been practicing fully through camp, while being held out of Buffalo's preseason-opening 33-6 loss to Chicago last week.




The 2022 All-Pro has been a key cog in the middle of Buffalo's defense since being selected in the fifth round of the 2017 draft out of Boston College. Though relatively undersized at 6 feet and 223 pounds, the 29-year-old's sideline-to-sideline speed and hard-hitting ability has led to him being a three-down player since his rookie season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Milano's injury further exposes the Bills' lack of experience on defense following an offseason of salary cap-forced turnover, which led to the breakup of the team's veteran secondary. Milano's primary backups are second-year player Dorian Williams and rookie fifth-round pick Edefuan Ulofoshio.
The only backup linebacker on Buffalo's roster with more than two years of NFL experience is Nicholas Morrow, who has missed a large portion of training camp with an ankle injury.
___
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                    FILE - Fans cheer during the first period of the NHL Winter Classic hockey game between the Detroit Red Wings and the Chicago Blackhawks at Wrigley Field in Chicago, Jan. 1, 2009. (AP Photo/M. Spencer Green, File)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Wrigley Field will host two college hockey doubleheaders in January after the NHL's Winter Classic is played there, the Big Ten and Chicago Cubs announced Thursday.
"The Frozen Confines: Big Ten Hockey Series" will feature three men's games and one women's game. The Chicago Blackhawks will play the St. Louis Blues at Wrigley on Dec. 31.
The men's college games are Penn State vs. Notre Dame and Ohio State vs. Michigan on Jan. 3 and Wisconsin vs. Michigan State on Jan. 4. Defending national champion Ohio State will play Wisconsin in a women's game on Jan. 4.
Each of the men's teams were ranked in the top 20 last season, and Michigan reached the NCAA Frozen Four. On the women's side, Ohio State and Wisconsin have combined to win the last five national championships and have met in the last two NCAA title games.
___
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            FILE - Utah head coach Kyle Whittingham speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Oklahoma State head coach Mike Gundy speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Utah quarterback Cameron Rising answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Oklahoma State running back Ollie Gordon II answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Arizona quarterback Noah Fifita looks for a receiver during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)
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            FILE - Oklahoma State head coach Mike Gundy speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - Utah quarterback Cameron Rising answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    FILE - Colorado head coach Deion Sanders speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            FILE - Oklahoma State running back Ollie Gordon II answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - Arizona quarterback Noah Fifita looks for a receiver during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak, File)
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                                        The Big 12 has gotten bigger even after the departures of two national champions, with a westward expansion and a "Prime" addition among the league's four newcomers. 
Mike Gundy is going into his 20th season as 17th-ranked Oklahoma State coach and has been part of all the Big 12's configurations. There was the original 12-team setup, then 10 teams with round-robin schedules before 14 last year and now 16 with additions from the dismembered Pac-12 at the same time Red River rivals Oklahoma and Texas left for the SEC. 
"As we move forward, there's going to be a lot of parity. I should say more parity in college football than there has been over the last few years," said Gundy, whose Cowboys were Big 12 runners-up last season. "I think that we've got a number of teams in this league that have an opportunity to make a move nationally. Whether anybody can take over and dominate for an extended period of time would be hard to tell at this point."

    


Fourth-ranked Texas, the 2005 national champ, is gone after bookend Big 12 titles -- in the inaugural 1996 season and its fourth last year to make the College Football Playoff. Only No. 16 Oklahoma has more, winning the league in 14 of the 28 seasons.




Newcomer Utah, with coach Kyle Whittingham also in his 20th season, is the league's highest-ranked team in The Associated Press Top 25 preseason poll. The No. 12 Utes return quarterback Cam Rising, a seventh-year senior who missed last season recovering from a knee injury.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is the fourth league for Whittingham with the Utes. He was part of their WAC days as an assistant, and has been in the Mountain West, Pac-12 and now Big 12 as head coach.
"It's a transition we made before, although when we went to the Pac-12, we were a G5 school trying to come up a level, which there was a little bit of a curve there that we had to endure," he said. "We feel like we've got a good roster right now, one through 85, and ready to compete in this league."

    


Original Big 12 member Colorado returns after 13 seasons in the Pac-12 that included only two winning records. The Buffaloes are going into their second season with Deion Sanders as their coach. They lost eight of their last nine games after a 3-0 start for Coach Prime, who has reloaded through the portal again this season.
Rounding out the league

No. 18 Kansas State, No. 22 Kansas, Baylor, Iowa State, Oklahoma State and Texas Tech have been part of the Big 12 throughout its entire history. TCU and West Virginia joined in 2012, after a two-year span when the league lost Colorado, Missouri, Nebraska and Texas A&M.
No. 21 Arizona and Arizona State arrived from the Pac-12 with Colorado and Utah. 
BYU, Cincinnati, Houston and UCF all had losing records in their Big 12 debuts last season. They were a combined 8-28 in conference play, with only four of those wins against teams outside that quartet. 
Ollie and other runners
All-America running back Ollie Gordon II, who led the nation with 1,732 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns last season for Oklahoma State, is one of six 1,000-yard rushers back in the Big 12. 

    


Texas Tech's Tahj Brooks ranked fourth nationally with 1,538 yards and UCF's RJ Harvey was sixth with 1,416 yards. The other returning 1,000-yard rushers are Kansas' Devin Neal (1,280 yards, 16 TDs), Kansas State's DJ Giddens (1,226 yards) and Cincinnati's Corey Kiner (1,047 yards). 
New Big 12 QBs
Shedeur Sanders went from Jackson State to Colorado with his dad, and threw for 3,230 yards with 27 touchdowns and three interceptions. Noah Fifita, a third-year sophomore at Arizona, set a school record completing 72.4% of his passes for 2,869 yards and 25 TDs. 
Rising is back in the Big 12, where he redshirted as a freshman at Texas in 2018 before going to Utah.
UCF's KJ Jefferson and Baylor's Dequan Finn are dual-threat QBs who transferred into the Big 12 after five seasons elsewhere. Jefferson threw for 7,911 yards and 67 TDs and ran for 1,876 yards and 21 TDs in 44 games for Arkansas. Finn accounted for 8,914 yards (7,074 passing/1,840 rushing) and 88 scores (63 passing/25 rushing) at Toledo.
Notable games
Arizona plays its first Big 12 game at Kansas State on Friday, Sept. 13. Utah's conference opener -- after an earlier game against Baylor that won't count in the standings -- is Sept. 21 at Oklahoma State.

    


The Sunflower State showdown Oct. 26 could match top quarterbacks Jalon Daniels for Kansas and Avery Johnson for K-State. BYU is at Utah on Nov. 9, the first time their Holy War is a conference game since the Mountain West days of 2010, before BYU went independent for 12 seasons. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- India has turned down an offer from the International Cricket Council to replace Bangladesh as host of the Twenty20 World Cup for women in October.
The ICC is contemplating a change of venue following political turmoil in Bangladesh. More than 300 have been killed during unrest that started in July, with protests against a quota system for government jobs that later morphed into a movement against what was considered Prime Minister Hasina Wajid's increasingly autocratic administration.
The uprising eventually forced Hasina to leave office and flee to India, ending her 15-year rule.
"They (ICC) have asked us if we would stage the World Cup. I have categorically said no," Jay Shah, secretary of the Board of Control for Cricket in India told the Times of India on Thursday.
"We would be in the monsoon season and on top of that we will host the Women's ODI World Cup next year. I don't want to give any kind of signals that I want to hold consecutive World Cups."

    


The United Arab Emirates and Sri Lanka are also being considered as possible hosts.
The ICC said earlier this week it is "closely monitoring developments" in Bangladesh along with the domestic cricket board, with the priority being the safety and well-being of the players.
Several countries, including England, India and Australia, have issued strong travel advisories since an interim government was installed in Bangladesh.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                    Bangladesh spin bowling coach Mushtaq Ahmed speaks during a press conference regarding test series against Pakistan, in Lahore, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/K.M. Chaudary)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Bangladesh spin bowling coach Mushtaq Ahmed said the senior cricketers, including former lawmaker Shakib Al Hasan, are helping the team to focus on the test series against Pakistan after political turmoil at home disrupted preparations.
"All the players are very mature and are very excited," Mushtaq told reporters in Lahore on Thursday. "Management is very good with the players and seniors like Shakib are playing a positive role by talking with the young guys."
The Bangladesh squad flew into Lahore on Tuesday, four days ahead of schedule, after training was disrupted by protests back home that forced Prime Minister Hasina Wajid to resign and parliament to be dissolved.
The Pakistan Cricket Board made special arrangements for Bangladesh to have an additional three days of training in Lahore ahead of the first test in Rawalpindi next Wednesday. Karachi will host the second match on Aug. 30.

    


"All the stakeholders in Bangladesh appreciate the PCB's gesture," Mushtaq said. "This is a great relationship between PCB and Bangladesh, and cricket will get stronger."
Shakib was among the lawmakers in Hasina's government. The all-rounder was selected for the series in Pakistan and was playing in a T20 league in Canada when Hasina resigned earlier this month.




Mushtaq also picked out Mushfiqur Rahim, who missed the last home test series against Sri Lanka, captain Najmul Hossain Shanto and fast bowler Taskin Ahmed as senior squad members who are playing a positive role in helping team-mates to focus on the tests.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They are all playing good positive roles," Mushtaq said. "They are focusing on cricket now and everything is fine. I give credit to the team management."
Mushtaq was appointed spin bowling coach in April ahead of the T20 World Cup, which was jointly hosted by the United States and the West Indies. 
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            FILE - Boise State quarterback Maddux Madsen is tackled by Washington cornerback Darren Barkins during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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            FILE - UNLV wide receiver Ricky White makes the catch over Kansas cornerback Cobee Bryant (2) during the second half of the Guaranteed Rate Bowl NCAA college football game Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2023, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)
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            FILE - Boise State interim head coach Spencer Danielson holds up the trophy after winning the Mountain West championship NCAA college football game against UNLV, Dec. 2, 2023, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP, File)
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            FILE - Boise State interim head coach Spencer Danielson holds up the trophy after winning the Mountain West championship NCAA college football game against UNLV, Dec. 2, 2023, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Boise State interim head coach Spencer Danielson holds up the trophy after winning the Mountain West championship NCAA college football game against UNLV, Dec. 2, 2023, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK ANDERSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        For all that has changed in college athletics, Boise State being favored in the Mountain West remains a remarkable constant.
The Broncos were picked for the 17th consecutive year to win a conference or division title, including all 14 years they have been in the Mountain West.
Boise State's Spencer Danielson, like most coaches, didn't want to put much stock into the media prediction, and he has history as his best argument. As then-interim coach, Danielson led the Broncos to the Mountain West championship last season, but that was the program's first conference title since 2019.
"There's a lot of great excitement and buzz and our players deserve that, but we've got to continue to earn it every single day," Danielson said.
UNLV is expected to be Boise State's biggest challenger. The Rebels are coming off their first bowl trip in a decade, which led to Barry Odom being named conference coach of the year in his first season.

    


He takes a different approach from Danielson when it comes to preseason polls. He said his goal is to be at the top of any such conference list, be it the preseason poll or recruiting rankings.




"It's great for our program and some validation on the things that we're doing," Odom said. "But when you look at preseason polls, last year we were ninth. I'm so glad that we got to play the games because we were able to earn what we got. This year, I'm going to use being preseason No. 2 as great motivation for our team."
QB positions up for grabs

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boise State and UNLV have one notable thing in common -- both have quarterback competitions.
At Boise State, the position is between two sophomores, Maddux Madsen and Southern California transfer Malachi Nelson. 
Madsen is trying to make up for lost time after missing spring practices with a knee injury. Nelson was the nation's top 2023 recruit, according to ESPN, but sat behind future No. 1 overall NFL draft pick Caleb Williams at USC.

    


"Everything going's to be graded," Danielson said. "Everything's going to be analyzed. It's going to be very black and white, and whatever quarterback gives us the best opportunity to win games will be the starter."
Three quarterbacks, including two transfers, are vying for the job at UNLV. Holy Cross transfer Matthew Sluka and Hajj-Malik Williams from Campbell were brought in to compete for the spot. Cameron Friel, the 2021 Mountain West freshman of the year, also is in the mix.
White returns to Rebels
Senior wide receiver Ricky White, who began his college career at Michigan State, had the chance to transfer back to a power conference after a breakout season. He decided to return to UNLV to try to help the Rebels build on last year's success.
"I'm very excited," White said. "We have a special team, a special coaching staff behind us. We're going to do big things this year."
White had a school-record 1,483 yards in receiving last season and tied the program record with 88 catches.
"I'm sure excited about Ricky White," Odom said. "At the end of the year with he and his family, he decided to stay. He was so mature on his approach with his family on the things that he wanted to accomplish he knows he can get done here. He's going to have another monster season."

    


Late change at Fresno State
Health concerns forced Jeff Tedford, who went 44-22 and won two Mountain West titles in his five seasons at Fresno State, to again walk away from his alma mater. Tim Skipper, the linebackers and assistant head coach, is the interim coach.
A heart issue caused Tedford to leave the Bulldogs after the 2019 season, but he returned three years later. He also did not coach in last season's New Mexico Bowl. Tedford's career record is 127-79, which includes winning a school-record 82 games at California from 2002-12.
"Coach has got to take care of his health," Skipper said. "He'll come around when he can. Always a phone call away, but health is always first. He's got to take care of that. Whatever he can do, he'll do."
The Bulldogs were picked third in the Mountain West.
Playing the Pac-2
Oregon State and Washington State, the two remaining members of the Pac-12, will each play eight games against Mountain West schools that won't count in the league standings. 

    


Conference Commissioner Gloria Nevarez said the Mountain West is in discussions about continuing that relationship next year and said she would like to have the matter decided before this season begins.
Time, of course, is getting tight.
"I think they've really added up a pump to our football strength of schedule," Nevarez said.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Appalachian State head coach Shawn Clark speaks while quarterback Joey Agulilar, center and wide receiver Kaedin Robinson, right, listen at the Sun Belt Conference NCAA college football media days in New Orleans Tuesday, July 23, 2024. (Aimee Cronan/The Gazebo Gazette via AP)
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            Texas State Head Coach GJ Kinne discusses the upcoming College Football season with Running Back Ismail Mahdi and Quarterback Jordan McCloud during the Sun Belt Conference Media Days Wednesday, July 24, 2024 in New Orleans, La. (Aimee Cronan/The Gazebo Gazette via AP)
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            Sun Belt Conference Commissioner Keith Gill speaks at the Sun Belt Conference NCAA college football media days in New Orleans Tuesday, July 23, 2024. (Aimee Cronan/The Gazebo Gazette via AP)
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            FILE - Old Dominion linebacker Jason Henderson celebrates after a tackle during an NCAA college football game, Sept. 2, 2022, in Norfolk, Va. (AP Photo/Mike Caudill, File)
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            FILE - Appalachian State quarterback Joey Aguilar celebrates as he leaves the field after defeating Miami (Ohio) in the Cure Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 16, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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            FILE - Old Dominion linebacker Jason Henderson celebrates after a tackle during an NCAA college football game, Sept. 2, 2022, in Norfolk, Va. (AP Photo/Mike Caudill, File)
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            FILE - Appalachian State quarterback Joey Aguilar celebrates as he leaves the field after defeating Miami (Ohio) in the Cure Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 16, 2023, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        Appalachian State is looking to add another major achievement in the Sun Belt Conference this season. Maybe more than one.
Like another conference title. And perhaps a spot in the expanded, 12-team College Football Playoff.
Appalachian State was picked to win the Sun Belt's East Division in preseason selections, led by quarterback Joey Aguilar as expected offensive player of the year. Coach Shawn Clark believes his team is ready for something special. 
Appalachian State, a school of about 19,000 in the Blue Ridge Mountains, has overcome long odds before, most memorably in 2007 when the then-FCS program defeated fifth-ranked Michigan in the Big House, 34-32. Since joining the Sun Belt, the Mountaineers have won two league crowns, in 2018 and 2019. 
The Mountaineers enter the season with a lot of momentum after closing 2023 by winning six of their final seven games to go 9-5. Their only loss in that stretch came in the Sun Belt title game, losing 49-23 at Troy. But they rebounded by defeating Miami (Ohio) 13-9 in the Cure Bowl.

    


Clark said his team competed hard all season but did not get the breaks during a 3-4 start. 




"I knew we had a great football team, but sometimes the ball just doesn't bounce your way," he said. "It was a matter of conveying to our players that we were so close, and all we have to do is keep working."
Led by Aguilar, there's very little convincing to do about App State's offense. Aguilar set school records with 3,757 yards, 33 touchdowns, 4,002 yards of total offense and 293 completions. Aguilar was overlooked by bigger programs, playing at Diablo Valley College in California before getting contacted by the Mountaineers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've just got to make the most of this opportunity and we've got some unfinished business we've got to take care of next season," Aguilar said. 
And maybe add another milestone season to Appalachian State history. 

    


If not Appalachian State, then who?
Texas State, in its second season under coach G.J. Kinne, was picked to win the West Division and bring its high-powered offense to the league title game. 
The Bobcats led the Sun Belt with 36.7 points and 458.5 yards per game last season. Last year's 8-5 record included a 45-21 win over Rice in the First Responder Bowl, Texas State's first FBS bowl appearance. 
Last year's top Sun Belt team, James Madison, reached its first-ever bowl game and went 11-2 in just its second season as an FBS member. The Dukes, who saw coach Curt Cignetti leave for Indiana, were picked second in the East behind App State. 
Two-time defending league champion Troy was picked second in the West. The Trojans lost their coach, too, with Jon Sumrall going to Tulane. 
Players to watch
Aguilar is expected to dominate among offensive players. But he's not alone. Jordan McCloud, the conference offensive player of the year in 2023 for James Madison, moved to Texas State, where he's expected to lead a prolific offense that also includes Ismail Mahdi, who ran for 1,331 yards and 10 touchdowns last season.
 One-time Washington recruit Dylan Morris takes over at quarterback for the Dukes. 

    


Linebacker Jason Henderson of Old Dominion is the preseason defensive player of the year. Henderson led the country with 14.2 tackles per game and his 170 total tackles were second nationally to Iowa's Jay Higgins. 
New coaching faces

There was plenty of turnover in the Sun Belt, starting with Cignetti's departure from James Madison for the Big Ten and Indiana. He was replaced by Holy Cross coach Bob Chesney. 
At Troy, Notre Dame offensive coordinator Gerad Parker looks to keep things going at the championship program. 
Major Applewhite moves up from offensive coordinator to South Alabama head coach following Kane Wommack's departure to Alabama, where he will serve as defensive coordinator. Applewhite, the former Houston head coach, helped the Jaguars win 10 games two years ago and a bowl game this past season. 
Bryant Vincent takes over for Terry Bowden at Louisiana-Monroe and Dell McGee got the call when Georgia State head coach Shawn Elliott became tight ends coach at South Carolina. 
Quarterback action
There were plenty of other noteworthy passers moving into the Sun Belt. Michigan State's Noah Kim went to Coastal Carolina and should replace Grayson McCall, the three-time Sun Belt offensive player of the year who went to North Carolina State. 

    


Tate Rodemaker, formerly at Florida State, is at Southern Miss while Georgia State picked up a pair of power program passers in Pitt's Christian Veilleux and Georgia Tech's Zach Gibson. 
---
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Purdue defensive back Dillon Thieneman (31) during an NCAA football game, Sept. 2, 2023, in West Lafayette, Ind. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler, File)
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            FILE - Stanford Cardinal wide receiver Elic Ayomanor (13) reacts after losing to the Sacramento State Hornets after an NCAA football game, Sept. 16, 2023, in Stanford, Calif. (AP Photo/Lachlan Cunningham, File)
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            FILE - Cincinnati defensive lineman Dontay Corleone (58) reacts after sacking Kennesaw State quarterback Jonathan Murphy during an NCAA college football game, Sept. 10, 2022, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean, File)
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            FILE - Houston quarterback Donovan Smith (1) looks for a pass under pressure from Cincinnati safety Deshawn Pace (3) during an NCAA college football game, Nov. 11, 2023, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox, File)
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            FILE - Michigan State wide receiver Montorie Foster catches a pass during an NCAA college football game against Maryland, on Nov. 13, 2021, in East Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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            FILE - Arkansas defensive lineman Landon Jackson (40) plays against Liberty during an NCAA college football game, Nov. 5, 2022, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods, File)
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            FILE - Michigan State wide receiver Montorie Foster catches a pass during an NCAA college football game against Maryland, on Nov. 13, 2021, in East Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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            FILE - Arkansas defensive lineman Landon Jackson (40) plays against Liberty during an NCAA college football game, Nov. 5, 2022, in Fayetteville, Ark. (AP Photo/Michael Woods, File)
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                                        Dillon Thieneman couldn't have been asked to do more in his first season at Purdue. He was first among the nation's freshmen in interceptions and tackles, and played the most snaps on the Boilermakers' defense, yet his team struggled to stop anyone and won only four games.
Purdue's prospects for this season are no brighter. The Boilermakers are picked last in the 18-team Big Ten.
That puts Thieneman at the top of this year's list of great players on teams likely to struggle.
Thieneman acknowledged he feels a little bit of pressure to meet or exceed last year's accomplishments. He was the Associated Press Big Ten newcomer of the year and named to multiple outlets' freshman All-America teams, and he comes into this season on watch lists for national defensive awards.
"I put way more pressure on myself, so I'm kind of used to it at this point," he said. "I'm very appreciative of the preseason accolades. It doesn't mean anything yet."

    


Thieneman had six of Purdue's 10 interceptions, made 106 tackles, led the Big Ten with 74 solo stops and forced two fumbles.
The Boilermakers will be in their second season under Ryan Walters, a defensive specialist who installed a 3-3-5 base alignment. Purdue allowed opponents to complete just 54% of its passes but was vulnerable to the big play. 




Thieneman said one of his priorities is to become a more vocal leader.
"I want to help my teammates out any way I can," he said, "whether it's watching more film with them, working with them, just being more of a leader on the defense and getting us connected."
QB Donovan Smith, Houston


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smith had a productive first season with the Cougars after transferring from Texas Tech, but it didn't show up in the win column. Houston managed only four wins, two in the Big 12, and is picked 15th in the 16-team conference.
He completed 64.5% of his passes for 2,801 yards and 22 touchdowns, ran for 428 yards and six scores and has generated some NFL draft buzz in the offseason. But he was picked off 13 times, and his 3.3% interception rate was fourth-highest among quarterbacks with at least 350 pass attempts, according to SportRadar.

    


DT Dontay Corleone, Cincinnati
The "Godfather," as he's called, was hospitalized with blood clots in June and was limited during early preseason practices. Picked 14th in the Big 12, the Bearcats' defense would take a big hit if one of the nation's top nose tackles is unavailable.
Pro Football Focus ranked Corleone as the Big 12's third-rated interior defensive linemen after he finished with 39 tackles, 6.5 tackles for loss and three sacks.
WR Montorie Foster Jr., Michigan State
QB Aidan Chiles followed coach Jonathan Smith from Oregon State to East Lansing, and that should make conditions right for Foster to break out for a Spartans team picked near the bottom of the Big Ten.
Foster caught 43 passes for 576 yards and three touchdowns in a mediocre offense last year. Smith and coordinator Brian Lindgren's pro-style system, with Chiles running it, immediately upgrades the passing game and was a big reason Foster returned for a fifth year.
WR Elic Ayomanor, Stanford

Ayomanor's big-play ability has been masked because he plays for a team that has had three straight three-win seasons and is picked last in its first season in the 17-team ACC.

    


He was the Cardinal's first 1,000-yard receiver since 2018, and four of his six touchdown catches were at least 40 yards. He was especially hot the second half of last season with 806 yards over the last seven games. He set the school record for receiving yards in a game with 294 against Colorado.
DL Landon Jackson, Arkansas

The Razorbacks haven't been a factor in the SEC race over the last decade, but NFL scouts will be flocking to Fayetteville to see the 6-foot-6, 255-pounder. Jackson has been a force since transferring from LSU two years ago. He earned SEC honors last season after leading Arkansas with 6.5 sacks and 13.5 tackles for loss and making a career-best 44 tackles.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Australia's Harry Wilson rubs his head after his team lost to South Africa in their rugby union test match in Brisbane, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard)
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            South Africa's Elrigh Louw , third right, is tackled by Australia's Harry Wilson during their rugby union test match in Brisbane, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard)
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            South Africa's Pieter-Steph du Toit, right, is tackled by Australia's Len Ikiau during their rugby union test match in Brisbane, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard)
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            South Africa's Kwagga Smith, center, celebrates with teammate South Africa's Salmaan Moerat after scoring a try against Australia during their rugby union test match in Brisbane, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard)
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            Australia's Tom Wright, right, and teammate Noah Lolesio collide while collecting a loose ball during their rugby union test match against South Africa in Brisbane, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Tertius Pickard)
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                                        PERTH, Australia (AP) -- Australia head coach Joe Schmidt has recalled 59-test veteran Marika Koroibete to the starting side in a revamped team to face South Africa on Saturday in the second Rugby Championship match for both teams.
South Africa outclassed the Wallabies 33-7 last Saturday in Brisbane to hand Australia its first loss of the season after three wins.
Koroibete was named on Thursday in the back three alongside Andrew Kellaway and Tom Wright for his first appearance since the 2023 Rugby World Cup. Schmidt also named Western Force scrum-half Nic White for his first start of the year.
"There's some continuity and freshness in this team after a very physical test last weekend," Schmidt said in a statement. "The players have rolled up their sleeves and worked hard again this week. The reality is that we need to be more combative and accurate this Saturday."

    


Scrumhalf Morne van den Berg and lock Ruan Nortje are expected to earn their first test starts in a South Africa team with 10 changes announced Wednesday for the Perth match. Salmaan Moerat will captain the 2023 World Cup champions from lock while regular captain Siya Kolisi was one of nine players from last Saturday's win over the Wallabies at Brisbane who has been rotated in the squad. 




Springboks coach Rassie Erasmus says the reason for the wholesale changes was a desire to expand his squad's depth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We made it clear from the outset this season that one of our main goals is to build squad depth with an eye on the next Rugby World Cup here in Australia, and we feel there is no better way to test some of the younger players and assess where we are as a group against a top-tier nation, especially away from home, in this match," Erasmus said.
___
Australia: Tom Wright, Andrew Kellaway, Len Ikitau, Hunter Paisami, Marika Koroibete, Noah Lolesio, Nic White, Harry Wilson, Carlo Tizzano, Rob Valetini, Lukhan Salakaia-Loto, Angus Blyth, Allan Ala'alatoa (captain), Josh Nasser, Angus Bell. Reserves: Billy Pollard, James Slipper, Zane Nonggorr, Tom Hooper, Sere Uru, Tate McDermott, Ben Donaldson, Max Jorgensen.

    


South Africa: Aphelele Fassi, Cheslin Kolbe, Jesse Kriel, Lukhanyo Am, Makazole Mapimpi, Sacha Feinberg-Mngomezulu, Morne van den Berg, Elrigh Louw, Pieter-Steph du Toit, Marco van Staden, Ruan Nortje, Salmaan Moerat (captain), Thomas du Toit, Johan Grobbelaar, Jan-Hendrik Wessels; Reserves: Malcolm Marx, Ox Nche, Vincent Koch, Eben Etzebeth, Kwagga Smith, Grant Williams, Manie Libbok, Handre Pollard.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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            Tourists enjoy horseback riding near the iconic Turtle Rock outcrop at the Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A vendor holds up an eagle as the waits for tourists to take photos with near the Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Korean tourists visit Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Korean tourists visit Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Tourists visit the Zaisan Memorial, a monument that honors allied Mongolian and Soviet soldiers killed in World War II, in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on June 29, 2024.(AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Gers for tourism are seen at the base of a rock outcrop in Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Tourists climb onto the 40-meter- (130-foot-) tall stainless steel statue of Genghis Khan, a national hero who amassed power to become the leader of the Mongols in the early 13th century on the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Tourists take photos near the 40-meter- (130-foot-) tall stainless steel statue of Genghis Khan, a national hero who amassed power to become the leader of the Mongols in the early 13th century on the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A 40-meter- (130-foot-) tall stainless steel statue of Genghis Khan, a national hero who amassed power to become the leader of the Mongols in the early 13th century is seen on the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Tourists enjoy horseback riding near the iconic Turtle Rock outcrop at the Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A vendor holds up an eagle as the waits for tourists to take photos with near the Terejl National Park outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Korean tourists visit Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Korean tourists visit Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia on June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                        ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia (AP) -- With its reindeer sleigh rides, camel racing and stunning landscapes with room to roam, Mongolia is hoping to woo visitors who are truly looking to get away from it all.
Like most countries, its tourism industry was devastated by the COVID-19 pandemic, and it has launched a "Welcome to MonGOlia" campaign to win people back. The government has added flights and streamlined the visa process, offering visa-free visits for many countries.
At least 437,000 foreign tourists visited in the first seven months of this year, up 25% over the same period last year, including increasing numbers from Europe, the U.S. and Japan. Visitors from South Korea nearly doubled, thanks in part to the under-four-hour flight.
Despite the gains, Mongolia's government is still short of its goal of 1 million visitors per year from 2023-2025 to the land of Genghis Khan, which encompassed much of Eurasia in its 13th-century heyday and is now a landlocked nation located between Russia and China.

    


With a population of 3.3 million people, about half of them living in the capital, Ulaanbaatar, there's plenty of open space for the adventure tourist to explore, said Egjimaa Battsooj, who works for a tour company. Its customized itineraries include horseback trips and camping excursions with the possibility of staying in gers, the felt-covered dwellings still used by Mongolia's herders.




There's little chance of running across private property, so few places are off-limits, she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You don't need to open a gate, you don't need to have permission from anyone," she said, sitting in front of a map of Mongolia with routes marked out with pins and strands of yarn.
"We are kind of like the last truly nomad culture on the whole planet," she added.
Lonely Planet named Mongolia its top destination in its Best in Travel 2024 report. The pope's visit to Mongolia last year also helped focus attention on the country. Its breakdancers became stars at last year's Asian Games. And some local bands have developed a global following, like The Hu, a folk-metal band that incorporates traditional Mongolian instruments and throat singing with modern rock.

    


Still, many people know little about Mongolia. American tourist Michael John said he knew some of the history about Genghis Khan and had seen a documentary on eagles used by hunters before deciding to stop in Ulaanbaatar as part of a longer vacation.
"It was a great opportunity to learn more," the 40-year-old said.
Tourism accounted for 7.2% of Mongolia's gross domestic product and 7.6% of its employment in 2019 before collapsing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, according to the World Bank. But the organization noted "substantial growth potential" for Mongolia to exploit, with "diverse nature and stunning sceneries" and sports and adventure tourism possibilities.
Mongolia tourism ads focus on those themes, with beautiful views of frozen lakes in winter for skating and fishing, the Northern Lights and events like reindeer sledding and riding, camel racing and hiking.

    


Munkhjargal Dayan offers rides on two-humped Bactrian camels, traditional archery and the opportunity to have eagles trained for hunting perch on a visitor's arm.
"We want to show tourists coming from other countries that we have such a way of life in Mongolia," he said, waiting for customers by a giant statue of Genghis Kahn on the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar.
Outside the lively capital, getting around can be difficult in summer as the steppes become waterlogged, and there is limited infrastructure, a shortage of accommodation and a deficit of skilled labor in tourism destinations.
It is also easy for foreigners to get lost, with few signs in English, said Dutch tourist Jasper Koning. Nevertheless, he said he was thoroughly enjoying his trip.
"The weather is super, the scenery is more than super, it's clean, the people are friendly," he said.
___
Rising reported from Bangkok.
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	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Triple-A Pacific Coast League Glance | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Triple-A Pacific Coast League Glance

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	25	15	.625	--
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	23	18	.561	21/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	22	18	.550	3
	Reno (Arizona)	22	18	.550	3
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels) 	22	19	.537	31/2
	Round Rock (Texas) 	19	21	.475	6
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	19	22	.463	61/2
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	18	23	.439	71/2
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	18	23	.439	71/2
	El Paso (San Diego) 	15	26	.366	101/2

x - First Half winner
____
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Sugar Land 6, Tacoma 5
Round Rock 7, Albuquerque 2
Reno 12, El Paso 3
Sacramento 11, Salt Lake 7
Oklahoma City 10, Las Vegas 8
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Albuquerque 15, Round Rock 2
Reno 8, El Paso 4
Sacramento 4, Salt Lake 3
Oklahoma City 13, Las Vegas 7
Tacoma 3, Sugar Land 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Albuquerque at Round Rock, 8:05 p.m.
Reno at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Sugar Land at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Albuquerque at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Reno at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Sugar Land at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Albuquerque at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Reno at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Sugar Land at Tacoma, 9:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sacramento, 9:37 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Salt Lake at Sacramento, 4:05 p.m.
Sugar Land at Tacoma, 4:35 p.m.
Albuquerque at Round Rock, 7:35 p.m.

    


Reno at El Paso, 8:05 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.




Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 9:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Tacoma, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Round Rock at Salt Lake, 3:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Reno, 4:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Tacoma, 4:35 p.m.
El Paso at Oklahoma City, 7:05 p.m.

    


Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 7:35 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Reno at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Tacoma at El Paso, 2:05 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Reno at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:05 p.m.
Salt Lake at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Reno at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Salt Lake at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Reno at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Salt Lake at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Reno at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Tacoma at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	25	15	.625	--
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	23	18	.561	21/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	22	18	.550	3
	Reno (Arizona)	22	18	.550	3
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels) 	22	19	.537	31/2
	Round Rock (Texas) 	19	21	.475	6
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	19	22	.463	61/2
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	18	23	.439	71/2
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	18	23	.439	71/2
	El Paso (San Diego) 	15	26	.366	101/2

____
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Oklahoma City 10, Las Vegas 8
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Tacoma 3, Sugar Land 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Sugar Land at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Sugar Land at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

	Sunday, Aug. 18

Oklahoma City at Las Vegas, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22


    


Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Sacramento at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Sacramento at Tacoma, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Albuquerque at Sugar Land, 7:35 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Las Vegas at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	26	18	.591	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	20	24	.455	6
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	19	25	.432	7
	Stockton (Oakland) 	13	31	.295	13


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	17	16	.614	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	25	19	.568	2
	Visalia (Arizona) 	25	19	.568	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	21	23	.477	6


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Inland Empire 5, Lake Elsinore 3
San Jose 5, Stockton 0
Rancho Cucamonga 5, Visalia 2
Fresno 4, Modesto 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

San Jose, 15, Stockton 6
Lake Elsinore 16, Inland Empire 4
Visalia 9, Rancho Cucamonga 3
Fresno 5, Modesto 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 8:15 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 9 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 3:05 p.m.

    


Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 4:15 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.




Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 8 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 8:35 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 4 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.

    


Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	26	18	.591	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	20	24	.455	6
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	19	25	.432	7
	Stockton (Oakland) 	13	31	.295	13

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	17	16	.614	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	25	19	.568	2
	Visalia (Arizona) 	25	19	.568	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	21	23	.477	6

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Fresno 4, Modesto 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Fresno 5, Modesto 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Modesto at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Modesto at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Modesto at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Modesto at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Stockton at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	29	15	.659	--
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	26	18	.591	3
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	21	23	.477	8
	Everett (Seattle) 	20	24	.455	9
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	19	25	.432	10
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	17	27	.386	12

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Hillsboro 7, Eugene 1
Vancouver 5, Spokane 0
Everett 8, Tri-City 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Eugene 5, Hillsboro 1
Spokane 3, Vancouver 0
Everett 7, Tri-City 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Hillsboro at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Hillsboro at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Hillsboro at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Vancouver at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Vancouver at Spokane, 4:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 7:05 p.m.
Hillsboro at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Everett at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.

    


Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Everett at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 4:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.


Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Everett at Eugene, 2, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	29	15	.659	--
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	26	18	.591	3
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	21	23	.477	8
	Everett (Seattle) 	20	24	.455	9
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	19	25	.432	10
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	17	27	.386	12

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Everett 8, Tri-City 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Everett 7, Tri-City 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Hillsboro at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28


    


Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Brice Turang (2) gestures after hitting an RBI-triple iin the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Austin Barnes (15) throws out Milwaukee Brewers' Willy Adames at first base during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            3 of 8 | 
            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio breaks his bat hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio breaks his bat hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            5 of 8 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez hits an RBI sacrifice fly during the first inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            6 of 8 | 
            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio smiles after hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            7 of 8 | 
            Milwaukee Brewers' Jake Bauers is congratulated in the dugout after hitting a solo home run in the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            8 of 8 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Walker Buehler walks to the dugout after being removed during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Austin Barnes (15) throws out Milwaukee Brewers' Willy Adames at first base during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio breaks his bat hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio breaks his bat hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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                                    Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio breaks his bat hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Enrique Hernandez hits an RBI sacrifice fly during the first inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Jackson Chourio smiles after hitting an RBI-single during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Jake Bauers is congratulated in the dugout after hitting a solo home run in the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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                                    Milwaukee Brewers' Jake Bauers is congratulated in the dugout after hitting a solo home run in the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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            Los Angeles Dodgers' Walker Buehler walks to the dugout after being removed during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Aaron Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Devin Williams retired Shohei Ohtani, Mookie Betts and Freddie Freeman in order in the ninth inning to preserve the Milwaukee Brewers' 5-4 victory over Los Angeles on Wednesday that snapped the Dodgers' five-game winning streak.
Williams needed only seven pitches to retire those three MVPs and earn his second save in as many opportunities. Ohtani hit a fly to left, Betts struck out and Freeman grounded to second.
"I don't know if there's a better 1-2-3 in the league," Williams said. "It was definitely a good test. I passed it today. I might have to do it again tomorrow."
The Brewers got only four hits but capitalized on three Dodgers errors to end a three-game skid. Milwaukee is the only major league team that hasn't lost at least four in a row at some point this season.
"We competed," Brewers manager Pat Murphy said. "That's the Brewers you guys have seen all year."

    


Los Angeles' most critical error came in the seventh, when Betts misplayed a ball in right field to enable Joey Ortiz to score the go-ahead run on Jackson Chourio's single.
"I know that guy (Ortiz) is fast," Betts said. "I was trying to make a play. I just missed it."




Ortiz led off the seventh by getting hit by a pitch from Brent Honeywell (0-1). After Ortiz advanced to second on Brice Turang's sacrifice bunt, Chourio singled to shallow right.
When the ball rolled past Betts, Ortiz came all the way home and Chourio advanced to second. Chourio wasn't credited with an RBI on the play.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dodgers had tied the game in the top of the seventh when Miguel Rojas delivered a two-out, pinch-hit RBI single off Jared Koenig (9-3).
Dodgers starter Walker Buehler came off the injured list and gave up four runs - one earned - over 3 1/3 innings after missing nearly two months with right hip inflammation. He struck out three and allowed three hits and four walks.
Los Angeles lost despite taking a 3-0 lead in the first inning.

    


Frankie Montas' bases-loaded walk to Teoscar Hernandez brought home Ohtani, who started the game by reaching on an error by Ortiz. Later in the inning, Betts came home on a sacrifice fly by Kike Hernandez and Freeman scored on Kevin Kiermaier's two-out double.
Montas recovered from his tough start and didn't allow any more runs in his five-inning stint. He struck out six and yielded five hits, three walks and three unearned runs.
Buehler walked the bases loaded to start the bottom of the first, but the Brewers couldn't take advantage.
Turang tried to score from third on Wiliam Contreras' fly to center, but Kiermaier threw him out. Willy Adames then struck out to end the threat.
Kiermaier's throw to the plate went 99 mph, the fastest outfield assist by any Dodgers player since Statcast started measuring those speeds in 2015.
The Brewers tied the game with three runs in a second-inning rally that featured a leadoff homer from Jake Bauers and an RBI triple from Turang.
Milwaukee took a 4-3 lead in the fourth but wasted an opportunity to do more damage.
Kike Hernandez committed an error on a bouncer to third from Ortiz that scored Garrett Mitchell from third. Turang then greeted Anthony Banda with an apparent double down the left-field line that would have put runners on third and second with one out.

    


The problem was that Ortiz slid into second, took a step backward, then didn't retouch the bag before heading toward third. After Dodgers manager Dave Roberts left the dugout and held a mound conference, Banda threw to second on an appeal play and Ortiz was ruled out.
Roberts said after the game that three-time Cy Young Award winner Clayton Kershaw had noticed Ortiz's mistake from the bench and pointed it out, leading to the appeal.
Although Turang remained on second, his apparent double was ruled a fielder's choice. Chourio then grounded out to end the rally.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Dodgers IF Tommy Edman (wrist) and IF Max Muncy (oblique) are on track to return early next week. RHP Ryan Brasier (calf) is expected to return Saturday.
UP NEXT
RHP Jack Flaherty (9-5, 2.97 ERA) pitches for the Dodgers and RHP Tobias Myers (6-5, 2.79) starts for the Dodgers when this four-game series concludes Thursday afternoon.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        MASON, Ohio (AP) -- Top-ranked Iga Swiatek survived in her return to hard courts Wednesday night in the Cincinnati Open, outlasting Varvara Gracheva 6-0, 6-7 (8), 6-2.
Playing for the first time since finishing third for Poland in the Paris Olympics on clay, Swiatek set up a third-round match against Marta Kostyuk -- a 6-3, 7-5 winner over Lulu Sun.
"For sure, the transition is probably the hardest, from like the slowest surface to the fastest surface," Swiatek said. "But that's why I'm still happy with my performance, and looking forward to another match to kind of still do the grinding and implement what I was working on, but not really focusing on the results."
Swiatek won her third straight French Open title in May and has six WTA Tour victories this season.
On the men's side in the U.S. Open tuneup event, top-ranked Jannik Sinner got past American Alex Michelsen 6-4, 7-5 in his first match.

    


In the late match, Jiri Lehecka upset fourth-seeded Daniil Medvedev 7-6 (2), 6-4.
Earlier in women's play, 17-year-old Mirra Andreeva beat 11th seeded Emma Navarro 6-2, 6-2. Andreeva was playing her first match since taking a silver medal in doubles in Paris.




"I just went out there, tried to show my best level, and tried to win a match, and I think I did it," Andreeva said.
Andreeva will face 2016 Cincinnati champion Karolina Pliskova.
Toronto semifinalist Diana Shnaider of Russia, Andreeva's doubles partner in Paris, beat Zhang Shuai 6-1, 6-4.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sinner improved to 25-2 on hard courts this season and advanced to a third-round meeting with Australia's Jordan Thompson. Sinner is trying to reach the quarterfinals in Cincinnati for the first time.
"I'm very happy to be in the next round," the Italian star said. "For me this is a place where I used to struggle a lot in the past years, so let's see what I can do this time."

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


Thompson beat Sebastian Baez 6-2, 6-4.

    


Stefanos Tsitsipas, in his first tournament since announcing he would no longer be coached by his father, rallied to beat Jan-Lennard Struff 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.
Tsitsipas, the No. 9 seed, revealed that Apostolos Tsitsipas would no longer coach him after losing to Kei Nishikori in his first match last week in Montreal.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	30	12	.714	--
	Daytona (Cincinnati) 	22	19	.537	71/2
	Jupiter (Miami) 	21	21	.500	9
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	15	27	.357	15


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	27	13	.675	--
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	24	18	.571	4
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	21	21	.500	7
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	17	27	.386	12
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	12	30	.286	16


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Jupiter 3, Palm Beach 1
Clearwater 7, Tampa 2
Dunedin 2, Bradenton 0
St. Lucie 3, Daytona 2
Fort Myers 6, Lakeland 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Palm Beach 3, Jupiter 1
Tampa 8, Clearwater 7
Dunedin 7, Bradenton 4
St. Lucie 5, Daytona 1
Fort Myers 6, Lakeland 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Jupiter at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Lucie at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Lakeland at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Jupiter at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Lucie at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Lakeland at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Jupiter at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
Lakeland at Fort Myers, 6:05 p.m.

    


Tampa at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Lucie at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Jupiter at Palm Beach, noon
Tampa at Clearwater, noon
Dunedin at Bradenton, noon
Lakeland at Fort Myers, 12:05 p.m.
St. Lucie at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.


Daytona at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 1:10 p.m.
Fort Myers at Tampa, 2, 4 p.m.
Daytona at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Daytona at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Daytona at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Fort Myers at Tampa, 2, 4 p.m.
Daytona at Jupiter, 6 p.m.
Bradenton at Lakeland, 6 p.m.
Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Daytona at Jupiter, noon

    


Dunedin at Clearwater, noon
Fort Myers at Tampa, noon
Bradenton at Lakeland, noon
Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 12:10 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Daytona at Palm Beach, 5 p.m.
Jupiter at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Lakeland at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Jupiter at St. Lucie, 1:10 p.m.
Daytona at Palm Beach, 2, 4:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Dunedin, 2, 4:30 p.m.
Tampa at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Jupiter at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Daytona at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Jupiter at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Daytona at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Daytona at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
Clearwater at Fort Myers, 6:05 p.m.
Jupiter at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Lakeland at Dunedin, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	30	12	.714	--
	Daytona (Cincinnati) 	22	19	.537	71/2
	Jupiter (Miami) 	21	21	.500	9
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	15	27	.357	15

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	27	13	.675	--
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	24	18	.571	4
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	21	21	.500	7
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	17	27	.386	12
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	12	30	.286	16

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Fort Myers 6, Lakeland 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Fort Myers 6, Lakeland 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

St. Lucie at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Lakeland at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Lakeland at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

	Sunday, Aug. 18

St. Lucie at Daytona, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21


    


Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Bradenton at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

	Sunday, Aug. 25

Palm Beach at St. Lucie, 12:10 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Clearwater at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbus (Cleveland) 	26	12	.684	--
	Rochester (Washington) 	24	17	.585	31/2
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees) 	23	17	.575	4
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	22	18	.550	5
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	21	18	.538	51/2
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	21	18	.538	51/2
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	22	19	.537	51/2
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	20	19	.513	61/2
	Worcester (Boston) 	20	20	.500	7
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Toledo (Detroit) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	19	20	.487	71/2
	Durham (Tampa Bay)	19	22	.463	81/2
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	19	22	.463	81/2
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	19	22	.463	81/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	18	22	.450	9
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	18	22	.450	9
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	18	23	.439	91/2
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	17	24	.415	101/2
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	15	24	.385	111/2

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Scranton/WB 6, Buffalo 4
Durham 8, Nashville 3
Rochester 8, Syracuse 1
Worcester 4, Lehigh Valley 3
Charlotte 3, Toledo 1
Jacksonville 4, Memphis 3
Gwinnett 5, Norfolk 4
Indianapolis 5, St. Paul 4
Louisville 9, Omaha 2
Columbus at Iowa, ppd.
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Rochester 11, Syracuse 2
Columbus at Iowa, ppd.
Indianapolis 6, St. Paul 5
Scranton/WB 3, Buffalo 1
Durham 10, Nashville 9, 12 innings
Worcester 2, Lehigh Valley 1 
Toledo 6, Charlotte 4
Jacksonville 7, Memphis 2
Gwinnett 13, Norfolk 3
Omaha 5, Louisville 4
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Columbus at Iowa, 2, 5:38 p.m.
Buffalo at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Nashville at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Syracuse at Rochester, 6:45 p.m.
Lehigh Valley at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Toledo at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Memphis at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Memphis at Jacksonville, 2, 5:05 p.m.

    


Buffalo at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Nashville at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Syracuse at Rochester, 6:45 p.m.
Lehigh Valley at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Toledo at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Norfolk at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.




Columbus at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Toledo at Charlotte, 12:05 p.m.
Lehigh Valley at Worcester, 4:05 p.m.
Columbus at Iowa, 2, 5:38 p.m.
Buffalo at Scranton/WB, 6:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Gwinnett, 6:05 p.m.
Nashville at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Syracuse at Rochester, 6:45 p.m.
Louisville at Omaha, 7:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

St. Paul at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Buffalo at Scranton/WB, 1:05 p.m.
Syracuse at Rochester, 1:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Gwinnett, 1:05 p.m.
Lehigh Valley at Worcester, 1:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Indianapolis, 1:35 p.m.
Columbus at Iowa, 2:08 p.m.
Toledo at Charlotte, 5:05 p.m.
Nashville at Durham, 5:05 p.m.
Memphis at Jacksonville, 5:05 p.m.
Louisville at Omaha, 6:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Indianapolis at Columbus, 6:15 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 6:35 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 6:35 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 6:35 p.m.

    


Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 7:45 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Indianapolis at Columbus, 12:05 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 1:05 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 6:35 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 6:35 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 7:45 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Worcester at Norfolk, 12:05 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 6:15 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 6:35 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 6:35 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 6:35 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 7:45 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 7:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 7:05 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 7:05 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24


    


Omaha at Buffalo, 6:35 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 7:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 7:05 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 7:35 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 7:37 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Gwinnett at Louisville, 1:05 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 1:05 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 1:05 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 1:05 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 1:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 2:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 2:05 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 3:07 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 4:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Memphis at Iowa, 1:08 p.m.

    


Louisville at Indianapolis, 2, 5:35 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Nashville at Charlotte, 2, 5:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.

    


Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Rochester at Scranton/WB, 1:05 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 4:05 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 6:05 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 6:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 67:35 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:05 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:08 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbus (Cleveland) 	26	12	.684	--
	Rochester (Washington) 	24	17	.585	31/2
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees) 	23	17	.575	4
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	22	18	.550	5
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	21	18	.538	51/2
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	21	18	.538	51/2
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	22	19	.537	51/2
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	20	19	.513	61/2
	Worcester (Boston) 	20	20	.500	7
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Toledo (Detroit) 	20	21	.488	71/2
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	19	20	.487	71/2
	Durham (Tampa Bay)	19	22	.463	81/2
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	19	22	.463	81/2
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	19	22	.463	81/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	18	22	.450	9
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	18	22	.450	9
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	18	23	.439	91/2
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	17	24	.415	101/2
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	15	24	.385	111/2

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Columbus at Iowa, ppd.
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Omaha 5, Louisville 4
	Thursday, Aug. 15

St. Paul at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Columbus at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

	Sunday, Aug. 18

Louisville at Omaha, 6:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 7:37 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

	Thursday, Aug. 29

Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Memphis at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso celebrates in the dugout after hitting a home run in the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso doubles on a ground ball in the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso, right, high-fives Jeff McNeil, left, after homering on a fly ball to left center field in the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets' Pete Alonso (20) celebrates with Francisco Lindor (12) in the dugout after homering on a fly ball to left center field in the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Oakland Athletics second baseman Zack Gelof (20) falls after catching New York Mets' Ben Gamel's line out in the eighth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. The Mets won 9-1. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets outfielder Brandon Nimmo catches Oakland Athletics' Dan Cameron's line out in the ninth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. The Mets won 9-1. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets outfielder Brandon Nimmo, right, and shortstop Francisco Lindor, left, celebrate following the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. The Mets won 9-1. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Lindor runs up the baseline for a single in the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            New York Mets' Francisco Alvarez celebrates after scoring on Brandon Nimmo's sacrifice fly in the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Pete Alonso had four hits that included a fourth-inning homer and three RBIs to lead the New York Mets over the Oakland Athletics 9-1 on Wednesday night, stopping a four-game losing streak.
Francisco Lindor had two hits and two RBIs while Mark Vientos had a go-ahead, run-scoring double for the Mets, who were outscored 31-5 in their previous four games.
"Today, everybody had a sense of urgency," Lindor said.
Lindor's third-inning homer made him the 17th player to hit 100th for the Mets, who had dropped two games behind Atlanta for the last NL wild card.
"It's cool for sure, it's great," Lindor said of his milestone homer. "It's better because we won today."
Alonso, eligible for free agency after the World Series. entered in a 9-for-48 slide (.188) since July 30 that had dropped the four-time All-Star's season average to .240. He homered in the fourth off Joey Estes and capped a six-run seventh with a two-run double against Ross Stripling.

    


"He can carry a team," Mets manager Carlos Mendoza said. "Hopefully that's the case here, where we can get Pete going and carry us for a few weeks, especially where we're at in the schedule. And it's contagious -- if he gets going, he's probably going to take some pressure off of the other guys."




The four-hit game was the seventh of Alonso's career. He had his lone five-hit game on Aug. 15, 2019, when he was 5-for-6 in a 10-8 win over the Braves.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I just want to go up there (and) have the best at-bats I can have every single time," Alonso said. "I'm just happy I was able to come through today for the boys."
Brandon Nimmo and J.D. Martinez also had RBIs in the seventh inning, when Will Klein gave up five runs while getting just one out.
"At that point in that seventh inning, 3-1 game, opportunity to get back in that game if we hold that lead," Athletics manager Mark Kotsay said. "But unfortunately it didn't work out."

    


David Peterson (7-1) gave up an unearned run and walked four in 6 1/3 innings. He has surrendered two runs or fewer in 10 of 13 starts this season despite averaging 4.3 walks per nine innings.
"Great team win," Peterson said. "Fun to see the offense come alive, do what we know they can do."
Daz Cameron had a sacrifice fly for the Athletics.
Estes (5-5) allowed three runs in 5 1/3 innings.
Shea Langeliers walked leading off the second inning and became Oakland's first player to reach base in 10 consecutive plate appearances since Scott Hatteberg from April 9-11, 2003, according to the Elias Sports Bureau. Langeliers flied out to deep left in the fourth.
Zack Gelof robbed Ben Gamel of a hit in the eighth, when the second baseman ranged into shallow right and made a leaping, lunging, over-the-shoulder catch of Gelof's blooper. Stripling clapped into his glove several times in acknowledgment.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Athletics: DH/OF Brent Rooker was placed on the paternity list after his wife gave birth to the couple's second child, daughter Blake Eloise. INF Armando Alvarez was recalled from Triple-A Las Vegas. Alvarez spent three days with the club last week when INF Tyler Nevin was on the paternity list.

    


Mets: Mendoza said RHP Sean Reid-Foley (right shoulder) feels fine but has paused his rehab for at least a couple days because "the ball is not coming out the way he wants to." Reid-Foley, on the injured list for the second time this season, has a 13.50 ERA in six rehab appearances. ... RHP Dedniel Nunez (right pronator strain) threw his second bullpen Tuesday.
UP NEXT
The three-game series ends Thursday afternoon, when Athletics RHP Mitch Spence (7-8, 4.33 ERA) opposes Mets LHP Jose Quintana (6-8, 4.10).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Springfield (St. Louis 	25	16	.610	--
	Arkansas (Seattle) 	23	18	.561	2
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City) 	22	18	.550	21/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	20	20	.500	41/2
	Wichita (Minnesota)	17	24	.415	8


	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Midland (Oakland)	24	17	.585	--
	x-Frisco (Texas) 	23	18	.561	1
	Amarillo (Arizona)	19	22	.463	5
	San Antonio (San Diego)	18	22	.450	51/2
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	12	28	.300	111/2


x - First half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Tulsa 3, Midland 2
Springfield 6, Frisco 3
NW Arkansas 5, Corpus Christi 0
Arkansas 8, Wichita 5
Amarillo 5, San Antonio 0
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Tulsa 2, Midland 1
Springfield 7, Frisco 6
NW Arkansas 8, Corpus Christi 3
Wichita 8, Arkansas 4
Amarillo 5, San Antonio 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Midland at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Springfield at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Arkansas at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Midland at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Springfield at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Arkansas at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Corpus Christi at NW Arkansas, 7:05 p.m.
Arkansas at Wichita, 7:05 p.m.

    


Midland at Tulsa, 8 p.m.
Springfield at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Midland at Tulsa, 2 p.m.
Arkansas at Wichita, 2:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at NW Arkansas, 3:05 p.m.
Springfield at Frisco, 7:05 p.m.
Amarillo at San Antonio, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Wichita at Midland, 7:30 p.m.




Tulsa at Springfield, 7:35 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 7:35 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.
San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Wichita at Midland, 7:30 p.m.
Tulsa at Springfield, 7:35 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 7:35 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Tulsa at Springfield, 7:35 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 7:35 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.
Wichita at Midland, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Wichita at Midland, 8 p.m.
Tulsa at Springfield, 8:05 p.m.
San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 7:05 p.m.
Tulsa at Springfield, 7:35 p.m.
Wichita at Midland, 8 p.m.
San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.

    


Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Wichita at Midland, 2 p.m.
Tulsa at Springfield, 2:05 p.m.
NW Arkansas at Arkansas, 2:35 p.m.
San Antonio at Frisco, 7:05 p.m.
Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Tulsa at Corpus Christi, 7:35 p.m.
Arkansas at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.
Midland at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Frisco at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Tulsa at Corpus Christi, 7:35 p.m.
Arkansas at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.
Midland at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Frisco at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Tulsa at Corpus Christi, 7:35 p.m.
Arkansas at Amarillo, 7:35 p.m.
Midland at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Frisco at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Tulsa at Corpus Christi, 8:05 p.m.
Arkansas at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
Midland at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
Frisco at NW Arkansas, 8:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Frisco at NW Arkansas, 7:05 p.m.
Springfield at Wichita, 7:05 p.m.
Tulsa at Corpus Christi, 8:05 p.m.
Arkansas at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
Midland at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Springfield (St. Louis 	25	16	.610	--
	Arkansas (Seattle) 	23	18	.561	2
	NW Arkansas (Kansas City) 	22	18	.550	21/2
	Tulsa (L.A. Dodgers)	20	20	.500	41/2
	Wichita (Minnesota)	17	24	.415	8

	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Midland (Oakland)	24	17	.585	--
	x-Frisco (Texas) 	23	18	.561	1
	Amarillo (Arizona)	19	22	.463	5
	San Antonio (San Diego)	18	22	.450	51/2
	Corpus Christi (Houston)	12	28	.300	111/2

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Amarillo 5, San Antonio 0
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Amarillo 5, San Antonio 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Amarillo at San Antonio, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18


    


Amarillo at San Antonio, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

San Antonio at Frisco, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Corpus Christi at Amarillo, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Springfield at Wichita, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31


                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/6ceed691155fccb0206a4a773078b438



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Single-A Carolina League Glance | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Single-A Carolina League Glance

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	28	16	636	--
	x-Carolina (Milwaukee) 	25	18	.581	21/2
	Salem (Boston) 	24	20	.545	4
	Down East (Texas)	21	18	.538	41/2
	Lynchburg (Cleveland) 	21	21	.500	6
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	17	27	.386	11


	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Charleston (Tampa Bay) 	26	15	.634	--
	Columbia (Kansas City) 	24	18	.571	21/2
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs) 	19	20	.487	6
	Fayetteville (Houston) 	19	23	.452	71/2
	x-Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox) 	17	26	.395	10
	Augusta (Atlanta) 	11	30	.267	15


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Lynchburg 4, Down East 0
Charleston 3, Kannapolis 0
Fredericksburg 8, Salem 1
Carolina 2, Delmarva 1
Columbia 5, Myrtle Beach 3
Augusta 5, Fayetteville 4
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Charleston 5, Kannapolis 2
Lynchburg 6, Down East 3
Fredericksburg 4, Salem 3
Carolina at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Down East at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Charleston at Kannapolis, 6:30 p.m.
Salem at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Carolina at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Down East at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Charleston at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.

    


Salem at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Carolina at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Down East at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 6:35 p.m.




Charleston at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Salem at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Carolina at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Charleston at Kannapolis, 1:30 p.m.
Salem at Fredericksburg, 1:35 p.m.
Down East at Lynchburg, 2 p.m.
Carolina at Delmarva, 5:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 5:05 p.m.
Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Augusta at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Augusta at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Augusta at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 6:30 p.m.

    


Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Augusta at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Augusta at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 5 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 6:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 6:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 6:05 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Augusta at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Delmarva at Down East, 1 p.m.
Lynchburg at Salem, 3:05 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 5:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Columbia, 5:05 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 5:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Columbia at Augusta, 2, 5:05 p.m.
Carolina at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Kannapolis, 6:30 p.m.
Down East at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Salem at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Carolina at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Kannapolis, 6:30 p.m.
Down East at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Salem at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29


    


Carolina at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Kannapolis, 6:30 p.m.
Down East at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Salem at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Carolina at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Down East at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Salem at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Columbia at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Down East at Myrtle Beach, 2, 4:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Charleston, 6:05 p.m.
Carolina at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Columbia at Augusta, 6:35 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Salem at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	28	16	636	--
	x-Carolina (Milwaukee) 	25	18	.581	21/2
	Salem (Boston) 	24	20	.545	4
	Down East (Texas)	21	18	.538	41/2
	Lynchburg (Cleveland) 	21	21	.500	6
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	17	27	.386	11

	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Charleston (Tampa Bay) 	26	15	.634	--
	Columbia (Kansas City) 	24	18	.571	21/2
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs) 	19	20	.487	6
	Fayetteville (Houston) 	19	23	.452	71/2
	x-Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox) 	17	26	.395	10
	Augusta (Atlanta) 	11	30	.267	15

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Augusta 5, Fayetteville 4
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Carolina at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Fayetteville at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Columbia at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Fredericksburg at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25


    


Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 5:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Fayetteville at Charleston, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	West Michigan (Detroit) 	26	17	.605	--
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	26	18	.591	1/2
	x-Lake County (Cleveland)	24	19	.558	2
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	22	21	.512	4
	Lansing (Oakland) 	19	25	.432	71/2
	Fort Wayne (San Diego) 	17	27	.386	91/2


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Wisconsin (Milwaukee) 	26	17	.605	--
	Quad Cities (Kansas City) 	23	21	.523	31/2
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Peoria (St. Louis) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Beloit (Miami) 	19	25	.432	71/2
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs) 	16	28	.364	101/2


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Lake County 4, Great Lakes 3, 10 innings
Fort Wayne 4, Dayton 1
West Michigan 9, Lansing 3
South Bend 4, Cedar Rapids 1
Quad Cities 1, Beloit 0
Peoria 6, Wisconsin 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Lake County 2, Great Lakes 0
West Michigan 11, Lansing 2
Wisconsin 7, Peoria 2
Dayton 5, Fort Wayne 2
Cedar Rapids 5, South Bend 2
Quad Cities 4, Beloit 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Great Lakes at Lake County, 2, 4:30 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
South Bend at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.

    


Dayton at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.
South Bend at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
South Bend at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.


Quad Cities at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Great Lakes at Lake County,1 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 1:05 p.m.
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 1:05 p.m.
South Bend at Cedar Rapids, 2:05 p.m.
Quad Cities at Beloit, 2:05 p.m.
Peoria at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug. 20


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lake County at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Lake County at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Lake County at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.

    


Beloit at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Lake County at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lansing at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Lansing at Quad Cities, 7:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Lake County at West Michigan, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Cedar Rapids at Dayton, 1:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Great Lakes, 1:05 p.m.
Lansing at Quad Cities, 2 p.m.
Lake County at West Michigan, 2 p.m.
Beloit at South Bend, 2:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Peoria, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug.27

Cedar Rapids at Lake County, 6:35 p.m.
Great Lakes at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Cedar Rapids at Lake County, 12:05 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 1:10 p.m.
Great Lakes at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Cedar Rapids at Lake County, 7 p.m.

    


Great Lakes at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Cedar Rapids at Lake County, 7 p.m.
Great Lakes at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Cedar Rapids at Lake County, 7 p.m.
Great Lakes at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	West Michigan (Detroit) 	26	17	.605	--
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	26	18	.591	1/2
	x-Lake County (Cleveland)	24	19	.558	2
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	22	21	.512	4
	Lansing (Oakland) 	19	25	.432	71/2
	Fort Wayne (San Diego) 	17	27	.386	91/2

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Wisconsin (Milwaukee) 	26	17	.605	--
	Quad Cities (Kansas City) 	23	21	.523	31/2
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Peoria (St. Louis) 	22	22	.500	41/2
	Beloit (Miami) 	19	25	.432	71/2
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs) 	16	28	.364	101/2

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Peoria 6, Wisconsin 2
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Quad Cities 4, Beloit 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Peoria at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Peoria at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Fort Wayne at Peoria, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug.27

Peoria at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

	Thursday, Aug. 29


    


Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Quad Cities at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	54	26	.675	--
	Ottawa 	45	34	.570	81/2
	New York 	43	36	.544	101/2
	Tri-City 	42	36	.538	11
	Trois-Rivieres 	38	40	.487	15
	New England 	29	49	.372	24
	Sussex County	28	51	.354	251/2
	New Jersey 	27	52	.342	261/2



	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	54	25	.684	--
	Gateway 	47	32	.595	7
	Lake Erie 	45	34	.570	9
	Schaumburg 	40	40	.500	141/2
	Florence 	39	40	.494	15
	Evansville 	35	46	.432	20
	Joliet 	34	46	.425	201/2
	Windy City 	34	47	.420	21


___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

New England 7, Tri-City 2
New Jersey 8, Sussex County 4
Florence 6, Windy City 2
Ottawa 6, New York 0
Trois-Riviere 4, Quebec 3
Evansville 5, Schaumburg 2
Gateway 5, Lake Erie 0
Joliet 8, Washington 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

New England 3, Tri-City 2, 11 innings
Sussex County 13, New Jersey 7
Windy City 7, Florence 2
Ottawa 7, New York 5
Quebec 15, Trois-Rivieres 9
Schaumburg 13, Evansville 1
Lake Erie 2, Gateway 1
Washington 6, Joliet 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15


    


Sussex County at New Jersey, 11:35 a.m.
Evansville at Schaumburg, noon
Tri-City at New England, 6:30 p.m.
Windy City at Florence, 6:44 p.m.
Ottawa at New York, 7 p.m.
Quebec at Trois-Rivieres, 7:05 p.m.
Lake Erie at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16





Tri-City at New York, 7 p.m.
Lake Erie at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Trois-Rivieres, 7:05 p.m.
New England at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
Ottawa at Quebec,7:05 p.m.
Joliet at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Gateway at Windy City, 7:35 p.m.
Florence at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

New Jersey at Trois-Rivieres, 6:05 p.m.
Tri-City at New York, 6:30 p.m.
New England at Sussex County, 6:35 p.m.
Lake Erie at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Ottawa at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Windy City, 7:05 p.m.
Joliet at Schaumburg, 7:35 p.m.
Florence at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

New Jersey at Trois-Rivieres, 1:05 p.m.
Florence at Evansville, 1:35 p.m.
Joliet at Schaumburg, 2 p.m.
New England at Sussex County, 2, 2:05 p.m.
Gateway at Windy City, 2:05 p.m.
Tri-City at New York, 5 p.m.
Ottawa at Quebec, 5:05 p.m.

    


Lake Erie at Washington, 5:35 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

New York at New England, TBA
New Jersey at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
Sussex County at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Schaumburg at Lake Erie, 6:35 p.m.
Joliet at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

New York at New England, TBA
Joliet at Washington, 6:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
Sussex County at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Schaumburg at Lake Erie, 6:35 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

New York at New England, TBA
New Jersey at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
Sussex County at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Schaumburg at Lake Erie, 6:35 p.m.
Joliet at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Ottawa at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
Sussex County at New England, 6:30 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at New Jersey, 6:35 p.m.
Quebec at New York, 7 p.m.
Schaumburg at Florence, 7:03 p.m.
Washington at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Windy City at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
Gateway at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Trois-Rivieres at New Jersey, 6:05 p.m.
Ottawa at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.

    


Sussex County at New England, 6:30 p.m.
Quebec at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Schaumburg at Florence, 6:36 p.m.
Washington at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Windy City at Joliet, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Sussex County at New England, 1 p.m.
Schaumburg at Florence, 1:07 p.m.
Gateway at Evansville, 1:36 p.m.
.Washington at Lake Erie, 2:05 p.m.
Windy City at Joliet, 2:05 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at New Jersey, 4:35 p.m.
Ottawa at Tri-City, 5 p.m.
Quebec at New York, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

New York at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Tri-City at New Jersey, 6:35 p.m.
Gateway at Lake Erie, 6:35 p.m.
Joliet at Florence, 6:42 p.m.
Sussex County at Trois-Rivieres, 7:05 p.m.
New England at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Evansville at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Windy City, 7:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	54	26	.675	--
	Ottawa 	45	34	.570	81/2
	New York 	43	36	.544	101/2
	Tri-City 	42	36	.538	11
	Trois-Rivieres 	38	40	.487	15
	New England 	29	49	.372	24
	Sussex County	28	51	.354	251/2
	New Jersey 	27	52	.342	261/2

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	54	25	.684	--
	Gateway 	47	32	.595	7
	Lake Erie 	45	34	.570	9
	Schaumburg 	40	40	.500	141/2
	Florence 	39	40	.494	15
	Evansville 	35	46	.432	20
	Joliet 	34	46	.425	201/2
	Windy City 	34	47	.420	21

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Joliet 8, Washington 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Washington 6, Joliet 3
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Washington at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Florence at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Florence at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Lake Erie at Washington, 5:35 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Windy City at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23


    


Gateway at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Gateway at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Quebec at New York, 5 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	23	20	.535	--
	Aberdeen (Baltimore) 	23	21	.523	1/2
	x-Greensboro (Pittsburgh) 	23	21	.523	1/2
	Wilmington (Washington)	20	23	.465	3
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	20	24	.455	31/2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets) 	19	25	.432	41/2


	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay) 	28	14	.667	--
	Greenville (Boston) 	25	19	.568	4
	Hickory (Texas) 	23	21	.523	6
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	23	21	.523	6
	Asheville (Houston) 	17	25	.405	11
	x-Rome (Atlanta)	17	27	.386	12


x - First Half winner
_____
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Brooklyn 2, Wilmington 0
Hudson Valley 13, Hickory 0
Rome 3, Asheville 1
Aberdeen 6, Greenville 2
Winston-Salem 5, Jersey Shore 2
Bowling Green 8, Greensboro 1
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Wilmington 6, Brooklyn 4
Hickory 7, Hudson Valley 5
Rome 6, Asheville 5, 10 innings
Greenville 4, Aberdeen 0
Winston-Salem 2, Jersey Shore 0
Bowling Green 7, Greensboro 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Hudson Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Asheville at Rome, 7 p.m.
Greenville at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Asheville at Rome, 7 p.m.
Greenville at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.

    


Hickory at Hudson Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Hickory at Hudson Valley, 5:05 p.m.
Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:05 p.m.
Asheville at Rome, 7 p.m.
Greenville at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.


Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Asheville at Rome, 1 p.m.
Brooklyn at Wilmington, 1:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Jersey Shore, 1:05 p.m.
Greenville at Aberdeen, 2:05 p.m.
Hickory at Hudson Valley, 2:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Bowling Green, 2:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No game scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug. 20


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ashville at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Ashville at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 2, 1:35 p.m.
Ashville at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.

    


Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Ashville at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 5:05 p.m.
Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Ashville at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 2 p.m.
Ashville at Greensboro, 2 p.m.
Bowling Green at Hickory, 2 p.m.
Wilmington at Hudson Valley, 2:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 2:05 p.m.
Rome at Greenville, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No game scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug.27

Aberdeen at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greensboro at Rome, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Aberdeen at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greensboro at Rome, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Aberdeen at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.

    


Hickory at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greensboro at Rome, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Aberdeen at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Hickory at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greensboro at Rome, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Aberdeen at Wilmington, 6:05 p.m.
Hickory at Asheville, 6:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Rome, 7 p.m.
Brooklyn at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	23	20	.535	--
	Aberdeen (Baltimore) 	23	21	.523	1/2
	x-Greensboro (Pittsburgh) 	23	21	.523	1/2
	Wilmington (Washington)	20	23	.465	3
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	20	24	.455	31/2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets) 	19	25	.432	41/2

	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay) 	28	14	.667	--
	Greenville (Boston) 	25	19	.568	4
	Hickory (Texas) 	23	21	.523	6
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	23	21	.523	6
	Asheville (Houston) 	17	25	.405	11
	x-Rome (Atlanta)	17	27	.386	12

_____
	Tuesday, Aug. 13

Bowling Green 8, Greensboro 1
	Wednesday, Aug. 14

Bowling Green 7, Greensboro 2
	Thursday, Aug. 15

Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 16

Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 17

Greensboro at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 18

Greensboro at Bowling Green, 2:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 19

No game scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Winston-Salem at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Rome at Greenville, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26


    


No game scheduled.
	Tuesday, Aug.27

Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Greenville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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            1 of 7 | 
            Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford watches the flight of his three-run home run in the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            2 of 7 | 
            Boston Red Sox pitcher Zack Kelly walks back to the mound after giving up a two-run home run to Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford, left, in the 10th inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Boston Red Sox's Josh Winckowski reacts after giving up a three-run home run to Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford in the ninth inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            4 of 7 | 
            Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford, center, is congratulated after hitting a three-run home run in the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            5 of 7 | 
            Texas Rangers' Jonah Heim watches the flight of his two-run home during the 10th inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. At left is Boston Red Sox catcher Danny Jansen. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            6 of 7 | 
            Texas Rangers' Adolis Garcia celebrates with pitcher Kirby Yates (39) after defeating the Boston Red Sox 9-7 in 10 innings following a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Texas Rangers' Jonah Heim, right, is congratulated by Ezequiel Duran (20) after his two-run home in the 10th inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. At left is Boston Red Sox catcher Danny Jansen. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Boston Red Sox pitcher Zack Kelly walks back to the mound after giving up a two-run home run to Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford, left, in the 10th inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Boston Red Sox's Josh Winckowski reacts after giving up a three-run home run to Texas Rangers' Wyatt Langford in the ninth inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Wyatt Langford hit a tying three-run homer with two outs in the ninth inning and Jonah Heim had a two-run homer in the 10th to lead the Texas Rangers to a 9-7 win over the Boston Red Sox on Wednesday night, avoiding a three-game sweep.
"Those are huge at-bats," Texas manager Bruce Bochy said of Heim's and Langford's homers. "It's hard to have a bigger home run than that, down three to tie it there. So, good for him. We needed this win in the worst way. You're always hoping when you have a game like this that it does do a lot for the club."
Heim's homer came on the first pitch from Boston reliever Zach Kelly (4-2), scoring automatic runner Ezequiel Duran.
Langford's seventh homer of the season came off Josh Winckowski, who opened the ninth inning by allowing consecutive singles to Corey Seager and Josh Smith, who scored on Langford's blast.

    


"I knew it was a home run off the bat and I watched it just to make sure," said the rookie Langford. "It was really cool, especially in that situation and for us to end up winning the game, it was really cool."
Matt Festa (1-1) earned the win, with Kirby Yates recording his 21st save of the season with a scoreless 10th. 




Texas, the defending World Series champions, stopped a three-game losing streak and won for just the fifth time in its last 18 games.
The Rangers opened the scoring when Langford, who led off the second inning with a single off Boston starter Tanner Houck, scored on Leody Tavares' sacrifice fly. The Red Sox got two runs in the bottom of the inning when Danny Jansen drew a walk from Texas starter Dane Dunning, Dominic Smith singled and Jansen scored on Nick Sogard's groundout. Sogard then scored on a single from David Hamilton.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Boston increased its lead to 4-2 with two runs in the sixth as Wilyer Abreu led off with his 13th homer of the season and pinch hitter Romy Gonzalez hit a sacrifice fly to score Masataka Yoshida.

    


Adolis Garcia homered to lead off the sixth and the eighth for Texas, giving him 20 on the season. It was the eighth multi-homer game of his career and the first this season. Garcia's second homer cut Boston's lead to 4-3. The Rangers tied it when Langford and Duran reached on consecutive infield singles, with Langford scoring on third baseman Rafael Devers' fielding error.
"We're still learning, we're still growing as a group," said Red Sox manager Alex Cora. "We got to learn from today and get better. We got to keep the ball in the ballpark."
In the eighth, Boston scored three two-out runs off right-hander David Robertson. Yoshida doubled and Connor Wong entered as a pinch-runner. Devers was issued an intentional walk. Jansen singled, scoring Wong, and Gonzalez's double down the left-field line scored Devers and Jansen.
Boston leadoff hitter Jarren Duran, this year's All-Star Game MVP, returned from a two-game suspension and went 1 for 5 with two strikeouts and was caught in the eighth inning trying to advance to second base on a pitch in the dirt. He was suspended after yelling a homophobic slur at a fan during Sunday's game against the Houston Astros. The suspension snapped Duran's streak of playing in every game this season.

    


TRAINER'S ROOM
Rangers: RHP Nathan Eovaldi, who left Game 1 of Saturday's doubleheader against the New York Yankees with right side tightness, is expected to make his next start Saturday against the Minnesota Twins. ... Manager Bruce Bochy said RHP Max Scherzer, out since July 31 with right shoulder fatigue, received a "nerve injection" but has no timeline to return.
Red Sox: OF Tyler O'Neill, out since Aug. 4 with a leg infection that required two hospitalizations, resumed baseball activities Wednesday. ... RHP Liam Hendriks, out all season recovering from Tommy John surgery, threw his third live batting practice on Wednesday. Depending on how Hendriks feels on Thursday, he could begin a rehab assignment this weekend. ... 1B Triston Casas, out since April 21 with a left rib strain, played first base and went 0 for 3 in his 10th rehab game for Triple-A Worcester. Manager Alex Cora said there was no plan "as of now" to activate Casas for the weekend series in Baltimore. ... LHP Cam Booser was placed on the 15-day injured list with left elbow inflammation. LHP Brennan Bernardino was called up from Triple-A Worcester to take his place on the roster.

    


UP NEXT
Texas returns home for the start of a four-game series against the Minnesota Twins on Thursday. LHP Cody Bradford (4-0, 3.60 ERA) is scheduled to start for the Rangers, opposed by RHP Bailey Ober (12-5, 3.52). 
The Red Sox open a four-game series at the Baltimore Orioles on Thursday. RHP Nick Pivetta (5-7, 4.44) will be opposed by RHP Zach Eflin (8-7, 3.83).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                    Rome's mayor and a chorus of others have denounced the defacing of a street-art celebration of Paola Egonu, who helped lead Italy to its first-ever Olympic gold medal in women's volleyball in Paris and who has faced years of racist abuse at home.
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            A man takes a picture at Laika's street-art celebration of Paola Egonu, who helped lead Italy to its first-ever Olympic gold medal in women's volleyball, in Rome, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            FILE - Paola Egonu of Italy shows her gold medal after the medal ceremony at the end of the women's volleyball final match against the United States of America at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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            Paola Egonu of Italy takes the ball during a gold medal women's volleyball match between the United States of America and Italy at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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            A woman takes a picture at Laika's street-art celebration of Paola Egonu, who helped lead Italy to its first-ever Olympic gold medal in women's volleyball, in Rome, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. A day after images of the graffiti began circulating, someone painted over Laika's original work, turning Egonu's dark skin pink and blurring out the words on the volleyball. At some point on Tuesday, someone used a dark marker to try to restore Laika's original design. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            A view of a mural in homage to the Italian volleyball player Paola Egonu, on a wall, in front of the CONI headquarters in Viale Tiziano in Rome, Monday, Aug. 12 2024. (Mauro Scrobogna/LaPresse via AP)
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            A woman takes a photo of a mural in homage to the Italian volleyball player Paola Egonu, on a wall, in front of the CONI headquarters in Viale Tiziano in Rome, Monday, Aug. 12 2024. (Mauro Scrobogna/LaPresse via AP)
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            From left Gabriela Braga of Brazil, Paola Egonu of Italy and Chiaka Ogbogu of the United States, show their medals after ceremony at the end of the women's volleyball final at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, in Paris, France.(AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Rome's mayor and a chorus of others have denounced the defacing of a street-art celebration of Paola Egonu, who helped lead Italy to its first-ever Olympic gold medal in women's volleyball in Paris and who has faced years of racist abuse at home.
Egonu, who was born in Italy to parents of Nigerian origin, was named tournament MVP after she led Italy to beat the U.S. defending champions on Sunday on the final day of the Games. The gold medal capped a dominant Olympic tournament in which the Italian women lost just one set.
Hours after the Games ended, street artist Laika celebrated Egonu with a work of graffiti opposite the Rome headquarters of the Italian Olympic Committee. Entitled "Italianness," the graffiti showed Egonu, with her trademark long ponytail and wearing her Azzurri blue uniform, spiking a ball that had the words "Stop racism, hatred, xenophobia," on it.

    


It was a reference to the years of racist abuse Egonu has endured as a Black athlete in Italy, with prominent figures regularly questioning her citizenship and "Italianness." Egonu is Italian and was even awarded one of the country's highest civilian honors in 2021 by the Italian president.




A day after images of Laika's graffiti celebration began circulating, someone painted over the original work, turning Egonu's dark skin pink and blurring out the words on the volleyball.
Rome Mayor Roberto Gualtieri denounced the vandalism as a "vile, shameful insult" to both Egonu and Laika.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement that praised Egonu's athletic greatness and Laika's commitment to fighting xenophobia, Gualtieri said it was "sad that in 2024 there are still racists who are prisoners of their own ignorance who want to roll back the hands of history."
At some point on Tuesday, someone used a dark marker to try to restore Laika's original design.
In 2022, Egonu threatened to quit the national team after being subject to racist abuse online questioning whether she was Italian, evidence of common assumptions here that anyone who is Black is a newly arrived migrant.

    


In a social media post explaining the graffiti, Laika wrote that there's no place in Italy for xenophobia, racism, hatred or intolerance. "Racism is a social plague that must be overcome. Doing so via sport is so important," Laika wrote.
The winning Italian volleyball team featured other Black Italians, as well as Ekaterina Antropova, a Russian who has long played in Italy and was granted Italian citizenship by the government last year.
The vandalism was front-page news in Italy on Wednesday, with major dailies featuring the before and after images of Laika's work and commentary lamenting how anyone could question Egonu's "Italianness" after she brought such unprecedented glory to Italy. 
Targeted for particular ire was the new European Parliamentarian for the xenophobic League party, Roberto Vannacci, who wrote in his 2023 racist manifesto that Egonu's "somatic traits" weren't like most Italians -- a comment he repeated after Italy's Olympic victory while nevertheless congratulating Egonu and the team.

    


"Pink skin lives only in the infantile fantasies of those who were born in another world and stayed there as misfits," wrote Giulia Zonca in Wednesday's La Stampa daily.
On Wednesday at the site of the defaced graffiti, passers-by were well aware of the vandalism, and cheered that someone had tried to restore Egonu's likeness to Laika's original.
"Honestly I don't see why anyone would ruin a nice homage to an athlete who brought honor to Italy," said Irene Cagli. "We are all Italian, each of us is different, each is the same, and it's beautiful this way."
The issue also reignited the long-standing debate in Italy over citizenship, given that Egonu - like any child born and raised in Italy to non-Italian parents - had no automatic right to Italian citizenship at birth. She obtained it later, after her parents became Italian.
"We believe that those who are born or are raised in Italy is Italian, and we'll continue to fight to change the law on citizenship," said the head of the Democratic Party, Elly Schlein.
___
AP visual journalists Leila El Zabri and Silvia Stellacci contributed to this report.
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            Philadelphia Phillies designated hitter Kyle Schwarber is embraced by J.T. Realmuto after hitting a grand slam during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Laurence Kesterson)
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            Miami Marlins shortstop Xavier Edwards throws to first base after forcing out Philadelphia Phillies' Nick Castellanos (8) in the third inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Laurence Kesterson)
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            Miami Marlins Derek Hill hits a single in the third inning of a baseball game against the Philadelphia Phillies, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Laurence Kesterson)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Kyle Schwarber quieted the boo birds with his seventh career grand slam, shaking the Philadelphia Phillies out of their mid-summer malaise and leading them to a 9-5 victory over the Miami Marlins on Wednesday night.
Trying to fight their way out of a rut, the Phillies got a needed win, a night after they suffered a four-hit shutout loss to one of the worst teams in baseball. Once the winningest team in baseball, the Phillies needed Schwarber's go-ahead slam to help snap a four-game losing streak and they won for just the eighth time in 24 games since the All-Star break.
"I think it was just more energy," Schwarber said. "You could feel it in the stadium. I felt like that was a cool thing. I feel like our guys are doing a really good job of weathering whatever's happened the last couple of weeks where we haven't been playing our best baseball."

    


Hours after manager Rob Thomson hinted that a team meeting could be on deck, the Phillies delayed the opening of the clubhouse to reporters by 70 minutes ahead of the game. Thomson demurred when asked about the meeting, saying only "what happens in the clubhouse stays in the clubhouse."




The lineup, though, is very much public and Thomson rattled his high-priced crew of slumping sluggers when he benched All-Star shortstop Trea Turner. Turner, in the second season of a $300 million, 11-year contract, was batting just .168 with 20 strikeouts since the break and had just three hits over his last five games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's more time in the cage to hone his swing, get him off his feet and just let him breathe for a minute," Thomson said.
Tyler Phillips, the South Jersey native who grew up rooting for the Phillies before he took the mound for them, gave up a three-run homer to Jonah Bride in the first inning that seemed to set an early tone for another crushing defeat.
The Phillies cut it to 3-2 against Edward Cabrera (2-4) until Jesus Sanchez added a run-scoring single and Bride had a sacrifice fly in the fourth for the three-run cushion.

    


After two singles and a walk loaded the bases with two outs in the fourth, Schwarber knocked one the other way on a changeup, hitting his 28th homer of the season to left-center for the 6-5 lead.
Phillies fans that had unleashed their pent-up boos over the last two games after the last two wildly successful seasons roared again for the go-ahead shot.
Cabrera gave up six runs in four innings and even tossed a cooler in the dugout after allowing the grand slam.
"I attacked him with my best pitch, and I wouldn't change anything," Cabrera said.
Jose Ruiz (3-1) recorded the last two outs of the fifth to earn the win. Matt Strahm, Jeff Hoffman, Jose Alvarado and Carlos Estevez combined to pitch two-hit ball over four shutout innings out of the bullpen.
Alec Bohm added an RBI single and J.T. Realmuto busted the game open with two-run double in the seventh for a 9-5 lead.
Since the All-Star break, the Phillies lost two of three to Pittsburgh, Minnesota, Cleveland and Seattle, were swept in a three-game set by the Yankees and are coming off a 4-6 road trip against the Dodgers and Arizona.

    


Even with the sudden dip in play, the Phillies did earn their 70th win in the first 120 games of the season, the first time they hit that mark since the 2011 NL East champions won 78 games over that same span.
"We've got the right guys to get through this and come out better for it," Schwarber said. 
NEXT UP
The Phillies open a four-game series against Washington. The Nationals send LHP Mitchell Parker (6-6, 3.83 ERA) to the mound Thursday against Phillies RHP Zack Wheeler (11-5, 2.78 ERA).
The Marlins head to New York for a four-game set with the Mets.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        All Times EDT
Thursday, Aug. 15
MLB
Oakland at N.Y. Mets, 1:10 p.m.
Seattle at Detroit, 1:10 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m.
Atlanta at San Francisco, 3:45 p.m.
Boston at Baltimore, 6:35 p.m.
Washington at Philadelphia, 6:40 p.m.
Minnesota at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
NFL - PRESEASON
Philadelphia at New England, 7 p.m.
WNBA
Phoenix at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
New York at Los Angeles, 9 p.m.
_____
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                    President Joe Biden speaks at the White House Creator Economy Conference in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        The Biden administration says Medicare recipients will save about $1.5 billion on out-of-pocket costs for medications to treat diabetes, heart disease, types of arthritis and other ailments under new prices negotiated with drug companies that will take effect in 2026.
The savings range from 79% for Januvia, used to manage diabetes, to 38% for Imbruvica, which is used to treat blood cancers. That is the medication's cost before any discounts or rebates are applied, but not what the price people actually pay when filling their prescriptions. 
A look at the drugs and the negotiated prices.
Januvia
Manufacturer: Merck Sharp Dohme
Conditions: Diabetes
Negotiated price: $113 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 79%
Fiasp; Fiasp FlexTouch; Fiasp PenFill; NovoLog; NovoLog FlexPen; NovoLog PenFill: 
Manufacturer: Novo Norodisk
Conditions: Diabetes
Negotiated price: $119 for a 30- day supply
Reduction: 76%
Farxiga
Manufacturer: AstraZeneca AB.
Conditions: Diabetes, heart failure and chronic kidney disease

    


Negotiated price: $178.50 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 68%
Enbrel
Manufacturer: Immunex Corp.
Conditions: Rheumatoid arthritis, psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis
Negotiated price: $2,355 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 67%


Jardiance
Manufacturer: Boehringer Ingelheim
Conditions: Diabetes, heart failure and chronic kidney disease
Negotiated price: $197 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 66%
Stelara
Manufacturer: Janssen Biotech Inc.
Conditions: Psoriasis, psoriatic arthritis, Crohn's disease, ulcerative colitis
Negotiated price: $4,695 for a 30-day supply

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Reduction: 66%
Xarelto 
Manufacturer: Janssen Pharms
Conditions: Prevention and treatment of blood clots. Reduction of risk for patients with coronary or peripheral artery disease
Negotiated price: $197 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 62%
Eliquis
Manufacturer: Bristol Myers Squibb
Conditions: Prevention and treatment of blood clots
Negotiated price: $231 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 56%
Entresto
Manufacturer: Novartis Pharms Corp
Conditions: Heart failure
Negotiated price: $295 for a 30-day supply
Reduction: 53%
Imbruvica
Manufacturer: Pharmacyclics LLC
Conditions: Blood cancers
Negotiated price: $9,319 for a 30-day supply
Savings: 38%
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            FILE - Rep. Anthony D'Esposito, R-N.Y., arrives for a meeting of Republicans on Capitol Hill in Washington, Oct. 24, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            FILE - Matt Cartwright, D-Pa., waits to speak during an event with President Joe Biden at the Arnaud C. Marts Center on the campus of Wilkes University, Aug. 30, 2022, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - State Rep. Austin Theriault, R-Fort Kent, a former NASCAR driver, campaigns for Maine's 2nd Congressional District, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Farmington, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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            FILE - Rep. David Schweikert, R-Ariz., listens before a hearing of the House Committee on Ways and Means on Capitol Hill, March 20, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, D-Wash., speaks during a news conference about the Interstate 5 bridge that spans the Columbia River and connects Portland, Ore., with southwest Washington state, Aug. 8, 2024, in Portland, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)
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            FILE - State Rep. Austin Theriault, R-Fort Kent, a former NASCAR driver, campaigns for Maine's 2nd Congressional District, Wednesday, June 5, 2024, in Farmington, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Resources are pouring into the few truly competitive congressional races expected to help determine the balance of power in Washington next year.

Democrats need to flip just four seats to take back control of the House, while Republicans hope to expand their majority and make it easier to get priorities over the finish line, something they have struggled to do in a divided government.

While the most hotly contested House races tend to involve newer incumbents still building their name recognition, a few long-time veterans of Congress are facing competitive contests as well due to demographic shifts in their districts. 

Overall, House control is likely to come down to the 16 Republican-controlled districts that Democratic President Joe Biden carried in 2020 and the five Democratic-controlled districts that Republican Donald Trump won. Such districts are rich targets for both parties. 





    



Here's a look at six of these toss-up races to watch this fall.
Maine's 2nd Congressional District

National Republicans have tried before to unseat three-term Democratic incumbent Jared Golden. This time, they believe they've found the right candidate in Republican Austin Theriault, a state lawmaker and former NASCAR driver. 

Nearly $16 million in political ads have been reserved for the district, which Trump won twice. That's a lot of ad buys in a relatively inexpensive market. The planned spending is about evenly divided between Republican and Democratic groups, according to AdImpact, which tracks media buys. House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., visited the district this month, highlighting the race's importance.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Golden, a Marine Corps veteran, has bucked Biden's administration on some votes. Most notably, he was the only Democrat to vote against Biden's COVID-relief bill in March 2021.

Golden subsequently voted for major bills to increase infrastructure spending and expand benefits for veterans exposed to burn pits and other toxic environments, and he voted for Biden's centerpiece health and climate bill, referred to as the Inflation Reduction Act.

    




New York's 4th Congressional District



Democrats see Long Island as a prime opportunity to recapture congressional seats and reclaim a House majority, starting with a race featuring a rematch of two years ago, freshman Republican Rep. Anthony D'Esposito versus Democratic challenger Laura Gillen.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Groups plan to spend nearly $11 million on advertising in this race with Democratic-aligned groups reserving nearly $7 million in ads and Republicans reserving nearly $4 million, according to AdImpact.

Gillen also had an advantage in cash on hand as of June 30, according to the Federal Election Commission, with $2.5 million versus nearly $2.2 million for D'Esposito. It's unusual for the challenger to have more cash on hand than the incumbent.

D'Esposito is a former New York City Police detective who won in 2022 even though Biden carried his district by about 15 percentage points in 2020. D'Esposito has made public safety a priority of his campaigns and boasts of delivering millions of federal dollars to help local law enforcement.

    



Gillen is a former supervisor of the town of Hempstead, the largest town in Nassau County, and has emphasized support for a woman's right to choose an abortion.
Pennsylvania's 8th Congressional District

Matt Cartwright is used to competing in close races -- and winning. The Democrat began his career in Congress in 2013. Judging by the resources pouring into this race, he's in another dogfight. Democratic groups plan to spend about $13 million on ads and Republicans plan to spend more than $10 million, according to AdImpact.

His opponent is Republican Rob Bresnahan, who is emphasizing his experience as the CEO of an electrical contracting company and reinvesting in local communities.

Cartwright represents a northeast Pennsylvania district that sided with Trump in 2020 even though Biden is a Scranton native.

Cartwright voted against a sweeping House GOP bill to build more border wall and impose new restrictions on asylum seekers, but he is emphasizing in ads a vote to deport immigrants who commit crimes as he tries to blunt Republican criticism on border issues. 

    




Arizona's 1st Congressional District



Republican Rep. David Schweikert is used to winning election to Congress comfortably. Not anymore. Schweikert won his suburban Phoenix district by just 3,200 votes in 2022 against a relatively unknown rival who got minimal support from national Democrats.

This time, the House Majority PAC, which focuses on electing Democrats, is planning to spend more than $6 million on ads compared to about $4.9 million from the lead Republican group, the Congressional Leadership Fund. 

Schweikert, serving his seventh term, will face Amish Shah, a physician and former Arizona state representative who emerged recently from a crowded Democratic primary as the winner. 
California's 13th Congressional District



Freshman Republican Rep. John Duarte won by just 564 votes in 2022 and did so in a district that Biden carried by double digits two years earlier. That makes this Central Valley-based district an automatic priority for both parties in what will be a rematch from two years ago.

    



The Democratic challenger is Adam Gray, who served for 10 years in the California State Assembly.

Democratic-aligned groups plan to spend about $7.6 million on ad buys. Republicans have reserved about $6.1 million in air time, according to AdImpact.

The state's farm belt is more conservative than most of California with the cost of living and access to water for irrigation both being top challenges and priorities.

Duarte emphasizes his farming roots, growing grapes, almonds and pistachios, and says curbing Washington spending would lessen inflation. Gray touts money he's helped deliver to the region from Sacramento for water storage and to repair aging canals.

Democrats hope Gray benefits from a presidential election that drives more voter turnout as opposed to the mid-term election that often benefits the party not in control of the White House. But Duarte can take comfort from winning the March primary earlier this year with nearly 55% of the vote compared to 45% for Gray. In California, the top two vote-getters regardless of party advance to the general election.
Washington's 3rd Congressional District



Democratic Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez will face Trump-endorsed Joe Kent in a rematch from two years ago that the Democrat won by less than 1 percentage point. 

Republicans see Gluesenkamp Perez as vulnerable in a district that Trump won by more than 4 percentage points in 2020. Republican groups have reserved nearly $6 million in political ad buys while Democratic groups plan to spend about $5.3 million. 

Gluesenkamp Perez supports abortion access and policies to counter climate change, but also speaks openly about being a gun owner. Meanwhile, Kent says Gluesenkamp Perez only pretends to be a moderate.

The southern border could be a defining issue in the race. American Action Network, a Republican-aligned issue advocacy group, has run ads showing the incumbent saying in March 2023 that "nobody stays awake at night worrying about the Southern border." She went on to make the point that people stay awake worried about pocketbook issues like the prospect of losing their house or having a child drop out of school. 

But the comment has clearly become a focal point for Republicans who blame Democrats for not doing enough to stem illegal immigration. 

Gluesenkamp Perez is emphasizing in campaign ads her willingness to work with Republicans on border issues. An ad that features some local public safety officials endorsing her ends with her saying she approved the message "to do whatever it takes to secure the border and keep Washington safe."
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris is zeroing in on high food prices as her campaign previews an economic policy speech that she will give in North Carolina on Friday, promising to push for a federal ban on price gouging on groceries. 
Harris is putting particular emphasis on rising meat prices, which she says account for a large part of rising grocery bills. 
Year-over-year inflation has reached its lowest level in more than three years. But many in the United States are struggling with food prices, which remain 21% above where they were three years ago. Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump has been pointing to inflation as a key failing of the Biden administration and its energy policies.
Harris is putting an emphasis on food prices even in addition to drug costs, the focus of an event Thursday with President Joe Biden in Maryland.

    


They are announcing that drug price negotiations will knock hundreds of dollars -- in some cases thousands -- off the list prices of 10 of Medicare's most popular and costliest drugs.
Biden has undertaken his own efforts to contain rising food prices, including creating a "competition council" that tried to reduce costs by increasing competition within the meat industry, part of a broader effort to show his administration is trying to combat inflation.
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                    This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows the Jaw Rehabilitation and Reform Center in Bahrain on Aug. 4, 2024. Independent experts with the United Nations urged Bahrain on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, to ensure those held at its Jaw prison have access to adequate food, water and medical care after they received allegations guards have cut air conditioning in the island kingdom's sweltering summer. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Independent experts with the United Nations urged Bahrain on Thursday to ensure those held at its Jaw prison have access to adequate food, water and medical care after they received allegations guards have cut air conditioning in the island kingdom's sweltering summer.
Bahrain called the accusations "false" in a statement sent to The Associated Press and insisted prisoners receive "the same health-care provision as members of the public." However, the U.N. experts' request comes a year after a mass hunger strike by prisoners at the Jaw Rehabilitation and Reform Center, a facility holding many of the prisoners identified by human rights activists as dissidents who oppose the rule of the island's Al Khalifa family.
The country's Sunni rulers have long faced complaints of discrimination from the island's Shiite majority. The experts said they had been getting "worrying accusations" about prisoners' conditions since March.

    


"Detainees held in some buildings of the prison are often being denied required medical care and do not have regular access to adequate food and safe drinking water," the U.N. experts said. "Particularly worrying are allegations that authorities have cut air conditioning, exposing prisoners to extreme heat, with temperatures arising to 50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit)".


The experts also said communications between prisoners and their families also had been cut, while prisoners' movements also had been curtailed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Lowering standards as a form of punishment when prisoners exercise their legitimate rights to complain is not appropriate," said the experts, who work with the U.N. voluntarily and independently from any government or organization. 
Responding to questions from the AP, Bahrain said it obtained international accreditation for Jaw prison and detainees' "rights and services ... are upheld."

    


"The commitment to maintaining a safe and secure environment within all reform and rehabilitation facilities, alongside delivering high standards, continue to be in place and any suggestion otherwise is false," it said.
Jaw prison is located toward the southern end of Bahrain, an island off the coast of Saudi Arabia in the Persian Gulf that's about the size of New York City with a population of around 1.5 million people. Concerns over medical care at the prison have been raised before by activists.
The 2023 U.S. State Department human rights report on Bahrain noted that activists warned conditions at Jaw could be "harsh and, at times, life threatening due to physical abuse, unjust application of solitary confinement as a disciplinary measure, and inadequate sanitary conditions and medical care." A tuberculosis outbreak reportedly struck the prison in June 2022, something later also denied by the government.
Bahrain, home to the U.S. Navy's Mideast-based 5th Fleet, is in the midst of a decadelong crackdown on all dissent following the Arab Spring protests, which saw the island's Shiite majority and others demanding more political freedom.

    


Since Bahrain put down the protests with the help of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, it has imprisoned Shiite activists, deported others, stripped hundreds of their citizenship and closed its leading independent newspaper.
Meanwhile, Bahrain has recognized Israel diplomatically and hosted Pope Francis in November 2022.
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            Poland displays its growing and modernising military during annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland military cars parade during the annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland's military parades during the annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            U.S. troops from NATO member Poland and some of its allies showcase military equipment during the yearly observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland displays its growing and modernising military during annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland's military parades during the annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 10 | 
            Poland displays its growing and modernising military during annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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            Poland displays its growing and modernising military during annual observances on Poland's armed forces holiday in Warsaw, Poland, on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- NATO member Poland paid tribute Thursday to its historic victory over the Red Army by honoring fallen Poles and showing off modern tanks and other equipment that it hopes will deter the threat it sees in modern-day Russia.
A parade featuring Polish troops joined by some U.S. and other allied soldiers took place in Warsaw, the Polish capital, on the Armed Forces holiday, with tanks rolling down a major riverside thoroughfare and fighter jets flying overhead as thousands of waving people watched on.
"We must arm ourselves and build such potential that no one will ever dare to attack us," President Andrzej Duda said ahead of the parade, the culmination of state commemorations.
Some of Poland's new weapons have replaced Soviet- and Russian-made equipment sent to neighboring Ukraine after Russia launched its full-scale invasion of its democratic neighbor in 2022. Since Poland broke free of Moscow's control 35 years ago and then joined NATO, it has worked to modernize its army. 

    


Those efforts moved into higher gear after Russia under President Vladimir Putin first invaded Ukraine in 2014, and then again in 2022, with fears heightened all along the strategic stretch of NATO's eastern flank -- from the Baltic nations to Poland to Romania.




"Muscovites always threatened the peace here," said Radoslaw Prokop, a 49-year-old who watched the parade. "For hundreds of years."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S., British and Romanian soldiers riding in tanks with their national flags waving joined their Polish allies.
Jacek Szelenbaum, a 60-year-old truck driver, was among the thousands of spectators. His grandfather was forced to serve in a mounted infantry division of the Russian czar in the early 20th century, the waning years of a long Russian occupation over Warsaw and the surrounding region of Poland.
He said he realizes the parade is mostly for show but is still encouraged when he sees the military having more modern weaponry as the years go by.

    


"We feel a bit better because we see this good equipment, and we feel the presence of our allies, Americans, British, Romanian and others," Szelenbaum said. "It's necessary in this situation because Poland could never defend itself alone. Only in an alliance can we manage against Putin."
The holiday falls on the anniversary of the 1920 Battle of Warsaw, in which Polish troops defeated Russian Bolshevik forces advancing on Europe, halting their western march. 
The war in Ukraine has reminded Poland of the enduring threat it has long faced on the flat plains of central Europe wedged between larger, more powerful -- and often aggressive -- neighbors.
Even membership in NATO has not eased the sense of threat after Russia's attack on Ukraine and a migration crisis that erupted in 2021 along Poland's border with Belarus. Warsaw saw a sudden surge that year in large-scale migration from the Middle East and Africa as a form of hybrid warfare organized by Moscow and Minsk.
Polish Defense Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-Kamysz wrote a letter to soldiers saying the holiday is a reminder of "the most glorious episodes of the Polish army, of the price of independence and freedom."

    


"On this day, we pay tribute to all the heroes who fought for the homeland from the dawn of our country," he added.
Russia's war against neighboring Ukraine and the Poland-Belarus border crisis have led many Poles to fear what the Kremlin might do next, should it succeed in Ukraine.
Poland signed a $10 billion deal earlier this week with the U.S. government for 96 Apache attack helicopters.
Kosiniak-Kamysz said the Apaches, with their modern technology, mark a milestone for Poland's efforts to modernize its military, and would allow Abrams tanks and F-35 aircraft to be used to their full capacities.
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            Sri Lanka's President Ranil Wickremesinghe waves to media as he arrives to file nomination for the upcoming presidential election in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Sri Lanka's opposition leader Sajith Premadasa waves to media as he arrives to file nomination for the upcoming presidential election in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Sri Lanka's elections commission on Thursday accepted applications from a record 39 candidates to run in next month's presidential election, which will decide the course of the country's financial reforms to survive an unprecedented economic crisis.
The commission received 39 applications and all were accepted, its head, R.M.A.L. Rathnayake, announced. More than 17 million people are eligible to vote in the Sept. 21 election.
Thirty-five candidates contested the last presidential election in 2019.
The vote is seen as a referendum on difficult economic reforms initiated by current President Ranil Wickremesinghe. The reforms have improved key economic figures, but their effects have yet to reach many ordinary people.
Sri Lanka is in the middle of a critical debt restructuring and financial reform program under a bailout program by the International Monetary Fund.

    


Unsustainable debt, a severe balance of payments crisis, the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the government's insistence on spending scarce foreign reserves to prop up the country's currency, the rupee, led to a severe shortage of foreign currency and essentials such as fuel, medicine, cooking gas and food in 2022.




The economic crisis and resultant shortages of essentials sparked riots, forcing then-President Gotabaya Rajapaksa to flee the country and later resign. Parliament elected Wickremesinghe as president to cover Rajapaksa's remaining time.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Wickremesinghe is contesting the election and is seeking approval for his economic agenda, promising rapid growth with an ambitious target of making Sri Lanka a developed nation by the centenary of its independence in 2048.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Inflation has dropped to around 5% from 70% two years ago under his administration. Interest rates have also come down, the rupee has rebounded, and foreign currency reserves have increased. Creditor countries such as India, Japan and France have agreed to defer debt repayments until 2028, giving the island nation space to rebuild its economy.

    


The government is still negotiating with private creditors.
But professionals and businesses complain of higher taxes, and all people are affected by the high cost of living. Some critics accuse Wickremesinghe of protecting allegedly corrupt members of the previous administration in return for their support for his reforms in Parliament.
Wickremesinghe said that in the last two years, he took measures to stabilise the economy and as a result, "now there are no queues for fuel , food and medicine. People have money in their hands. But we need to move forward in further stabilising the economy. We just started the work and we can't stop. Vote for me to move forward," he told supporters after handing over his nomination.
Wickremesinghe's main rivals include opposition leader Sajith Premadasa and Anura Dissanayake, the leader of a leftist political party that has gained popularity among people who blame traditional parties for the economic debacle.
He unsuccessfully contested presidential elections in 1999 and 2005, while Premadasa and Dissanayake lost the 2019 presidential election.

    


Another prominent candidate is Namal Rajapaksa, son of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa and the nephew of ousted President Gotabaya Rajapaksa.
His candidacy will indicate how much support the former powerful Rajapaksa dynasty retains after its fall from grace with the economic crisis.
The Rajapaksa family has been prominent in Sri Lankan politics since the country became a democracy after gaining independence from Britain in 1948. Mahinda Rajapaksa's leadership in ending a 26-year civil war during his 2005-2015 presidency took his family to the peak of its popularity.
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                    The Chinese flag is seen on a tower at a antimony mining company in Lengshuijiang in south China's Hunan province on Oct. 8, 2009. (Chinatopix via AP, File)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China's Commerce Ministry announced Thursday that it will restrict exports of a mineral used in a wide range of products from batteries to weapons.
Export controls will be placed on antimony starting Sept. 15 to safeguard China's security and interests and fulfill its international non-proliferation obligations, the ministry said. Anyone wishing to export the mineral in various forms will have to apply for a license.
It wasn't immediately clear to what extent exports would be blocked, though the "non-proliferation" wording suggested it could include weapons-related uses.
A brief explanation issued by the Commerce Ministry said exports that comply with regulations would be permitted, but that the government opposes any country using items from China "to engage in activities that undermine China's national sovereignty, security, and development interests."

    


It did not say what those activities might be.
The controls also cover smelting and separation technology and machinery and other items related to what the notice called super-hard materials. 
China imposed export curbs last year on gallium and germanium, two metals used in computer chips and solar cells, to "safeguard national security."




The United States has restricted China's access to advanced semiconductors and other technology on security grounds.
China is a major producer of antimony, and some U.S. policymakers have worried about being overly dependent on China as a source. The mineral's uses include flame retardants, batteries, night-vision goggles and nuclear weapon production, according to a 2021 U.S. International Trade Commission report.
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                                        KINSHASA, Congo (AP) -- Clashes between local rebels and pro-government militias in eastern Congo killed 16 villagers Thursday, a government official said, the latest violation of a cease-fire announced to help millions displaced in the region.
The villagers were killed in the Rutshuru territory in North Kivu province during fighting between the M23 rebel group allegedly backed by neighboring Rwanda and the local Wazalendo fighters who often fight alongside Congolese security forces, according to Isaac Kibira, an administrative head in Rutshuru.
"The position of the M23 rebels was attacked by young Wazalendo (and) unfortunately, seven civilians perished," Kibira said. A second clash in Rutshuru resulted in a vehicle being set ablaze, killing nine of the passengers onboard, he added.
None of the deceased villagers were participants in the fighting, officials said. 

    


The fighting raised fresh concerns about the sustainability of a cease-fire that took effect on Aug. 4 to halt fighting in the region and get help to millions in need. Several other cease-fires announced in the past between the government and the rebels have also been violated.




Eastern Congo has long been overrun by more than 120 armed groups seeking a share of the region's gold and other resources as they carry out mass killings. The result is one of the world's largest humanitarian crises, with more than 7 million people displaced, many of them beyond the reach of aid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The most active rebel group in the region has been M23, which rose to prominence more a decade ago when its fighters seized Goma, eastern Congo's largest city on the border with Rwanda. It derives its name from a March 23, 2009, peace deal that it accuses the Congo government of not implementing.
Meanwhile, Gov. Jean-Jacques Purusi Sadiki of eastern Congo's South Kivu province on Thursday lifted the suspension of all mining activities, nearly a month after he announced the ban to "restore order" in the mineral-rich region.

    


The lifting of the ban follows meetings with mining companies and a directive to the companies to file tax returns and sign a commitment to transparency in the mining sector, according to a statement from the governor's office.
Many Chinese companies mine gold and other minerals in eastern Congo, where attacks on quarries and mining cooperatives are frequent. Last month, a militia attack on a gold mine in the Ituri province killed six Chinese miners and two Congolese soldiers.
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            FILE - This combination of photos shows Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, left, at Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 13, 2024 and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at a military parade in the Turkish occupied area of the divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus on July 20, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - This combination of photos shows Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, left, at Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 13, 2024 and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at a military parade in the Turkish occupied area of the divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus on July 20, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        ISTANBUL (AP) -- Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas pledged Thursday to travel to Gaza as the Israel-Hamas war has raged on for more than 10 months.
Addressing the Turkish parliament in Ankara, Abbas also called on Muslim leaders to join him in the enclave, where, according to health officials in Gaza, more than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed since October.
"I have decided to go to Gaza with all my brothers in Palestine," Abbas said to applause from Turkish lawmakers. "I will go even if the price is my life. My life, our lives, are not more valuable than the life of any child who died in Gaza."
Abbas, president of the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority, spoke before parliamentary deputies at the invitation of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, a prominent supporter of Hamas and the wider Palestinian cause. The offer came after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed the U.S. Congress in July.

    


In a 45-minute speech, the 88-year-old Abbas thanked Turkey and the Turkish people for their support and condemned Israel for carrying out what he called "genocide" in Gaza. He added that there would be no regional stability without Palestinians receiving their rights.




"The path to peace and security begins and ends with Palestine," Abbas told deputies, who wore scarves decorated with the Palestinian and Turkish flags.
The veteran leader's visit came as the threat of Iranian retaliation against Israel over the assassination of Hamas official Ismail Haniyeh fueled concerns of the war spreading across the Middle East.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Erdogan hosted Abbas for talks Wednesday that focused on the war in Gaza. The two discussed "the massacres committed by Israel in Palestinian territories," and "the steps that need to be taken for a permanent cease-fire and peace" at the presidential palace in Ankara, Erdogan's office said.
The statement, released on X, said that Erdogan pledged continued support to "Palestine's just cause" and to work to "increase the pressure on Israel by the international community ... especially the Islamic world" to deliver humanitarian aid and bring peace.

    


In contrast to Western nations that have designated Hamas a terrorist organization, Erdogan has commended the group, calling it a liberation movement. He also hosted Haniyeh in Turkey on several occasions.
The Palestinian Authority has largely been sidelined since the war in Gaza started when Hamas-led militants attacked southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing 1,200 people and taking some 250 hostages.
Abbas is also chair of the Fatah party, which has a long-running rift with Hamas. Electoral success for Hamas in Gaza in 2006 was followed by a brief armed conflict with Fatah fighters.
In addition to backing Hamas, Erdogan has been a leading critic of Israel's military operations in Gaza, accusing the Israeli government of committing genocide and likening Netanyahu to Adolf Hitler. 
In May, Turkey suspended trade with Israel, citing its assault on Gaza. On Aug. 7, Turkey filed a request with a U.N. court to join South Africa's genocide lawsuit against Israel. 

    


Turkey's president has criticized Western nations for backing Israel, and has called for its leaders to be punished in international courts.
Haniyeh's death two weeks ago in Iran by a presumed Israeli strike, which came shortly after a senior Hezbollah commander was killed in Lebanon, has seen regional tensions soar as leaders watch for an expected Iranian response to the targeting of its allies.
Shortly before Abbas' arrival, U.S. Ambassador Jeffry Flake said that Washington was seeking the help of Turkey and other governments with friendly ties to Tehran to de-escalate the situation.
"Turkey can talk to groups that we cannot talk to regarding the situation in Gaza," he was quoted as saying by the state-run Anadolu Agency late Wednesday. "We encourage our interlocutors and partners here to make an effort to reduce tensions where they can."
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            Officials from Japan Meteorological Agency and cabinet office attend a press conference to anounce the end of its weeklong drive for increased caution and preparedness for a possible megaquake striking the Pacific coast, at the agency's office in Tokyo Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A monitor shows a message that Japan's government announced the end of its weeklong drive for increased caution and preparedness for a possible megaquake striking the Pacific coast, in Osaka, western Japan Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's government Thursday ended a weeklong information campaign urging caution and preparedness for a possible "megaquake" -- an earthquake of magnitude 8 strength or higher -- striking the Pacific coast. The announcement came after no abnormal seismic activity was detected during the past week. 
Still, officials urged people not to let their guards down.
The Japan Meteorological Agency issued the country's first-ever "megaquake advisory" on Aug. 8, hours after a magnitude 7.1 earthquake struck off southwestern Japan. That quake happened on the westernmost edge of a disaster-prone undersea trench called the Nankai Trough, and the meteorological agency said the risk of another big one hitting somewhere along the trough was higher than normal.
The government, in response, designated the past week as a period of "special caution" and preparedness in the region along the trough, calling on residents to be prepared to flee immediately.

    


A Cabinet Office disaster response official, Tsukasa Morikubo, announced the end of the caution period as of Thursday evening, noting that seismologists detected no abnormal seismic activity around the Nankai Trough in the past week.




The end of the special caution period does not mean there is no risk of a megaquake, said Morikubo, urging people to keep up their usual earthquake preparedness. "A next major one can hit anytime, anywhere," Morikubo said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The government last week called on more than 700 municipalities in 29 of the 47 Japanese prefectures to review their preparedness and evacuation plans in response to the Aug. 8 advisory.
The advisory led to widespread confusion and fear even in a country where people are used to moderate temblors and affected travel plans during Japan's mid-August holiday week. Many rushed to stock up on emergency food and goods even in the capital region outside of the at-risk area.

    


Some coastal towns closed their beaches or canceled annual fireworks, and train operators serving the area have reduced speed.
Disaster management officials at the Cabinet Office said the decision whether to continue voluntary measures taken during the week is up to municipalities, transportation services and other businesses.
There is a 70 to 80% chance of a magnitude 8 or 9 quake associated with the Nankai Trough within the next 30 years, seismologists say, but its location or a timeframe are unknown.
The Nankai Trough, an undersea trench spanning about 800 kilometers (500 miles) along most of the southern half of Japan's Pacific coast, has repeatedly caused devastating quakes and tsunamis. 
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                    Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed concern over the unrest that led to a change of government in neighboring Bangladesh and the attacks on Hindus and other minorities as he addressed his nation on Thursday on its 78th Independence Day.
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            Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the nation from the 17th century Mughal-era Red Fort monument during the country's Independence Day celebrations in New Delhi, India, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday expressed concern over the unrest that led to a change of government in neighboring Bangladesh and the attacks on Hindus and other minorities there.
Modi addressed his nation from New Delhi's 17th-century Mughal-era Red Fort on its 78th Independence Day and assured Bangladesh that India would continue to support it in developing its economy.
"We hope the situation gets normal there soon," Modi said in a speech broadcast live.
Bangladesh's former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina fled to India on Aug. 5 after weeks of violent protests that prompted her ouster.
She is likely to stay in New Delhi until she decides where she will seek asylum. An interim government led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus has assumed power in Bangladesh and is expected to organize fresh elections.
During the protests in Bangladesh, many Hindu homes, shops and businesses were attacked. Yunus met with Hindu community leaders earlier this week and assured them of their protection.

    


The student-led protests began in July against a quota system for government jobs that critics said benefitted people with connections to Hasina's party. The protests morphed into a movement against her government, leaving more than 300 people dead including students and police officers in the ensuing violence.




Aug. 15 marks India's independence from British colonialists in 1947, but it was also the day in 1975 when Bangladesh's first leader after independence, Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, the father of Hasina, was assassinated in a military coup.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hasina survived by not being in the country. India gave her refuge, and she lived in Delhi from 1975 until her return to Bangladesh in 1981.
Modi said Thursday that India believes in peace and not war, and is on the path of rapid economic development. It aspires to be a developed nation by 2047 when it completes 100 years of independence from British colonialists, he added.

    


In his nearly 90-minute speech, Modi did not refer to India's tense ties with neighboring Pakistan and China, or any steps to improve relations with them. 
Wearing a flowing, cream-colored turban printed with small stripes of orange, yellow and black, he said the government over the next five years would focus on driving domestic growth through skill development, job production and the promotion of small businesses.
More than a decade after he first took office as prime minister, Modi is under pressure to generate more jobs to help sustain growth.
He said India will be guided by the ideals of self-reliance and global partnerships to thrive in science and technology, establish industries, and attain food and energy security. He said India was attracting large investments from abroad that he hoped would turn the country into a manufacturing hub.
Modi returned as India's prime minister for a third five-year term in recent national elections. His Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party failed to win a majority of its own in the 543-member lower house of Parliament, but formed the government with the help of its allies.

    


His government's budget presented to Parliament last month said the inflation rate is stable and moving toward the government's 4% target, while the economy grew at a sizzling 8.2% rate in the last fiscal year.
The 2024-25 budget proposed a $24 billion package for job creation over the next five years, raising spending on loans for small- and medium-sized businesses. It allocated $18 billion to support agriculture and farm technology, such as climate-resilient seed varieties.
Modi on Thursday also called for a non-discriminatory uniform civil code that would govern marriage and other aspects of life of all citizens regardless of their religion. Hindus constitute nearly 80%, and Muslims 14%, of India's 1.4 billion people. They have separate personal laws covering marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption and maintenance.
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the daughter of former Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, will be nominated as the country's new prime minister in a parliamentary vote, her party and its coalition partners said Thursday.
The move follows the removal of former Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin by court order over an ethical violation a day earlier.
Leaders of the 11 party-coalition led by Paetongtarn's populist Pheu Thai party declared their support for her at a news conference on Thursday after the party's secretary-general Sorawong Thienthong announced her candidacy.
Paetongtarn thanked her party and the coalition partners for their support, adding she is ready to move the country forward.
"I have confidence in Pheu Thai. I have confidence in all government coalition parties to bring our country out of the economic crisis," she said. Pheu Thai had campaigned heavily on improving Thailand's sluggish economy.

    


If Paetongtarn is approved in Parliament's vote, which is scheduled for Friday, she will become Thailand's second female prime minister and the country's third leader from the Shinawatra family, after her father and her aunt Yingluck Shinawatra. Thaksin was the first Thai politician ever to win an overall majority of seats. His residual popularity and influence is a factor behind the political support for Paetongtarn.




Srettha was ousted on Wednesday after less than a year in office. The Constitutional Court found him guilty of a serious ethical breach over his appointment of a Cabinet member who was jailed in connection with an alleged bribery attempt.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Paetongtarn said she respects Srettha and thinks what happened to him was unfortunate, but added: "The country must move on."
It was the second major ruling in a week to shake Thai politics. The same court last week dissolved the progressive and main opposition Move Forward party, which won last year's general election but was blocked from power, saying it violated the constitution by proposing an amendment to a law against defaming the country's royal family. The party has already regrouped as the People's Party.

    


Pheu Thai finished second in last year's election but was given a chance to form a government after the winners, the reformist Move Forward party, was blocked from taking power by the previous Senate, a military-appointed body.
Move Forward was then excluded from the coalition by Pheu Thai, which went on to join hands with parties affiliated with the previous military-backed government that ousted it in a coup. The move drew criticism from some of its supporters but party officials say it was necessary to break the deadlock and start reconciliation after decades of deep political divisions.
The former senators were given special power to veto a prime ministerial candidate by the constitution adopted in 2017 under a military government. However, that power expired when their term ended in May. New members of the Senate, selected in a convoluted process last month, do not retain the veto. 

    


A candidate now needs just a majority from the lower house, or at least 247 votes. The House of Representatives now has 493 sitting members after six were banned from politics as a result of Move Forward's dissolution. Another lawmaker in the Bhumjaithai party, which finished third in the election and is Pheu Thai's major partner in the coalition, is suspended awaiting a court ruling.
While Pheu Thai's coalition endorsed Paetongtarn's candidacy, some of its key partners have reiterated that they would not support a proposal to amend the royal defamation law which became a key issue during last year's election. Pheu Thai discussed the issue during the election campaign but has spoken about it less since taking power.
The law, also known as Article 112 in Thailand's criminal codes, protects the monarchy from criticism with penalties of up to 15 years in jail per offense. Critics say the law is often wielded as a tool to quash political dissent.
The People's Party, the new home for lawmakers of the dissolved Move Forward party, said Thursday it will not vote to approve a candidate from Pheu Thai on Friday. Party leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut said the party will continue its duty as an opposition.
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                    FILE - The Dassault Rafale jet performs a demonstration flight during the Paris Air Show in Le Bourget, north of Paris, France, Monday, June 19, 2023. Two fighter jet pilots were killed Wednesday Aug.14, 2024 after their Rafale warplane collided with another and crashed in northeastern France, according to the French military. The pilot of the other jet ejected and suffered minor injuries. (AP Photo/Lewis Joly, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Two fighter jet pilots were killed after their Rafale warplane collided with another and crashed in northeastern France, according to the French military. The pilot of the other jet ejected and suffered minor injuries.
The two aircraft collided Wednesday during a combat maneuver in the Vosges region near the town of Colombey-les-Belles, the Defense Ministry said in a statement late in the day. The pilots who were killed were an instructor and a trainee on a training mission, it said.
Military and judicial investigations are underway into the causes of the accident.
The pilot of one Rafale was found alive soon after the crash, but it took several hours of searching by gendarmes in the wooded region to find the two pilots of the other jet.
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            Former Senegalese soldiers pose in Frejus, southeastern France, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024 ahead of a ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the Allied landings in Provence during World War II. (Christophe Simon, Pool via AP)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron attends a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of the police Prefecture liberation in Paris, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron reviews police officers during a ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of the police Prefecture liberation in Paris, Monday Aug. 12, 2024. (Alain Jocard, Pool via AP)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron looks at two smartphones during a ceremony marking the 80th anniversary of the Allied landings in Provence during World War II, at the Boulouris National Cemetery in Boulouris-sur-Mer, south eastern France, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024. (Christophe Simon, Pool via AP)
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                                        SAINT-RAPHAEL, France (AP) -- France commemorated the 80th anniversary of the Allied invasion of the French Riviera in World War II to push back the Nazis, with events Thursday that especially honored the many soldiers from Africa, sent from then-French colonies, who took part.
Sometimes called " the forgotten D-Day," the occasion was marked by ceremonies presided over by French President Emmanuel Macron. Storm warnings Thursday around the Mediterranean coast forced the cancellation of a seaborne segment of the events.
Macron and Cameroonian President Paul Biya were to give speeches at the Boulouris National Cemetery in the town of Saint-Raphael, which holds the bodies of 464 French soldiers killed in the fighting of August 1944. Other African leaders also took part in the commemorations.
Six World War II veterans -- five French and one foreign -- were slated to receive the Legion of Honor, the nation's highest award. An aeronautic demonstration and fireworks were also scheduled.

    


Starting Aug. 15, 1944, hundreds of thousands of primarily American and French troops landed on the Mediterranean coast for Operation Dragoon. It was intended to coincide with the D-Day invasion of Normandy in June 1944 but was delayed due to a lack of resources.




Africans made up as much as half the French contingent, soldiers from what are now some two dozen independent countries.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There is no definitive Allied death toll, but the French Defense Ministry says 1,300 Allied soldiers died in the operation's first two days.
Operation Dragoon enabled the Allies to liberate most of southern France in only four weeks. Soldiers from the Normandy landings in northwest France met up with troops from Operation Dragoon on Sept. 12, 1944, in the eastern region of Burgundy.
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                    FILE - Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signs the Parental Rights in Education bill at Classical Preparatory school on March 28, 2022, in Shady Hills, Fla. (Douglas R. Clifford/Tampa Bay Times via AP, File)
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Gov. Ron DeSantis' "parental rights" campaign didn't win him the Republican presidential nomination, but he's still waging that fight on another front: Florida's schools, where the movement could have an impact on public education long after he leaves office.
Though the seats are officially nonpartisan, DeSantis has endorsed 23 school board candidates across 14 counties this cycle -- and targeted 14 incumbent members. It's part of his agenda to counter what he calls "woke" ideology in public schools.
Much of the political debate in the races has hinged on "parents' rights" at a time when both parties are fighting to win over the contested voting bloc of suburban women. The modern parental rights movement grew out of opposition to pandemic precautions in schools and is now animated by complaints about classroom instruction on identity, race and history. 

    


The view from Pinellas County
Katie Blaxberg wants to make school board meetings boring again. But her campaign for an open seat on the Pinellas County School Board on Florida's Gulf Coast has been anything but that.
Since launching her bid, the mom of three has been trolled online, labeled by opponents as a child abuser and has increased security at her home.




A registered Republican and a former legislative aide, Blaxberg supports school choice and parental involvement in the classroom -- but said activists behind the parents' rights movement have gone too far.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Blaxberg has found herself on the opposing side of the local chapter of Moms for Liberty, a conservative group. Activists aligned with the group have disparaged her online and posted information about her children and her home. The chapter president did not respond to phone and email messages from The Associated Press.
"I don't want to feel unsafe in my house. And I don't want my children to feel unsafe in my house, just because I've decided to run for public office," Blaxberg said.

    


Blaxberg is vying for one of the three seats up for grabs on the Pinellas board, which, depending on the outcome of the August 20 elections, could determine political control of the district.
Historically known as one of the state's largest swing counties, Pinellas has been moving to the right in recent years. Like at school board meetings across Florida, conservative activists there have been reading aloud explicit passages from books, equating certain teaching materials to pornography and labeling educators as "groomers."
"It's disgusting," Blaxberg said. "And it's for shock value."
It's part of a political storm sweeping over Florida school boards, which critics say has distracted from the mission of student achievement -- or lack thereof. Just 53% of Florida students are reading on grade level or above, according to state data.
"The misinformation that has been spread by this group of people and the intent to ... place mistrust in our teachers," Blaxberg said, "people are tired of it."
Republican officials rally behind school board candidates
Conservative activists and elected officials are working to win majorities on local school districts, which are often among the largest employers and landowners in their counties.

    


DeSantis built his national profile by leveraging culture wars, banning instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity and limiting what Florida schools can teach about racism.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


He's embraced Moms for Liberty in their effort to flip school boards across the country. 
"I think moms are the key political force for this 2024 cycle," DeSantis said at the group's national conference in Philadelphia in 2023.
"He knows who the true conservative is in my race," said Pinellas County school board candidate Danielle Marolf, after winning DeSantis' endorsement.
"My values are actually to protect children," she said. "To make sure that our parents are engaged."
The Pinellas school board races have caught the attention of other up-ballot candidates.
Florida Republican Congresswoman Anna Paulina Luna -- whose seat national Democrats have targeted as a potential pickup -- has campaigned with Marolf and the other Moms for Liberty-endorsed school board candidates in Pinellas, Stacy Geier and Erika Picard.

    


"Kicked off campaign door-knocking this morning with them," Luna said in a video posted on August 3. "We want them to take over the school board."
Other backers include Florida Faith Foundations, a group of pastors pushing to elect "the most biblically aligned candidates" to counter what they see as the "Spirit of Antichrist" at work in American life.
"The liberals, the anti-God people, they are running too much in this country," FFF president Anthony McDaniel said in a YouTube video. He did not respond to multiple emails from The Associated Press. 
"So what are we going to do?" McDaniel said. "Get conservative competent Christians elected to the Pinellas County School Board."
Liberal groups push back
Critics say there's often a pattern when a conservative-leaning school board takes over -- they go after the superintendent.

    


"I've seen it on my own board," said Jennifer Jenkins, a Brevard County School Board member who unseated then-incumbent member Tina Descovich, who went on to found Moms for Liberty. 
After newly elected members took office in November 2022, superintendents in Brevard and three other counties were forced out -- moves that critics say threw the districts into chaos and cost taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Erika Picard, a DeSantis-backed candidate in Pinellas, said she supports her district's superintendent, who has the backing of the current board.
"They're thinking anybody on Moms for Liberty is out to get everyone. And that is just not the case," Picard said. "I just want to make very clear: I'm running my own campaign."
Other DeSantis-aligned board members have worked to expand prayer in schools, to oppose LGBTQ History Month observances and toss out sex education textbooks.
Liberal advocacy groups have cropped up to counter conservative candidates with their own money and messaging. The Florida Democratic Party has advanced its own slate of 11 school board candidates. 
Back in Brevard County, Jenkins has decided not to seek reelection. Instead, she's launching a new PAC called Educated We Stand, to support candidates pushing back on education's right-wing turn.
"The extremism in the area of public education is not something that is palatable to the average family," Jenkins said.
___ Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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                    FILE - Nicholas Haysom, then United Nations envoy in Afghanistan, speaks during a press conference in Kabul on Feb. 18, 2015. (AP Photo/Massoud Hossaini, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- South Sudan is not ready to hold its first post-independence elections in December and political players are discussing whether voting should be held this year, the U.N.'s top envoy in the troubled African country said Wednesday.
Nicholas Haysom told the U.N. Security Council that the consultations make it difficult to treat the election date of Dec. 22 announced last month by the National Elections Commission "as a definitive trigger in isolation from other critical factors."
The vote, which would be the first since South Sudan gained independence from Sudan in 2011 after a long conflict, is meant to be the culmination of a peace agreement signed five years ago to pull the world's newest nation out of a civil war largely based on ethnic divisions. Fighting between forces loyal to the current president, Salva Kiir, battled those loyal to the current vice president, Riek Machar, killing some 400,000 people.

    


Last December, Haysom outlined a series of conditions needed to hold credible and peaceful elections. In April, he told the Security Council the parties hadn't implemented a "critical mass" of the key steps for free and fair elections -- and he told the U.N.'s most powerful body Wednesday that his assessment is the same today.




On a positive note, he said the Elections Commission has started assessing "the ground-level infrastructure and facilities required for a conducive environment for conducting elections," and 29 political parties have been registered.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.N. peacekeeping mission continues "to support the creation of an enabling environment for elections in South Sudan whenever they are held," focusing on its mandate to help protect civilians, Haysom said..
He said there are concerns among large segments of civil society, political parties, the Commission on Human Rights and the international community about a bill recently passed by South Sudan's parliament that grants the National Security Service the power to make arrests without a warrant.

    


Critics of the security bill say it contradicts "their aspirations for open civic and political space" to build a democratic society and is incompatible with the spirit of South Sudan's transitional constitution and its human rights obligations, he said.
"It has been noted that the president has the power to refer the law back to Parliament to remedy the criticisms that have been raised," Haysom said. "This would be a significant opportunity to demonstrate a commitment to achieving the open political space in which to conduct South Sudan's first democratic elections."
U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield told the council that the United States and many diplomatic missions are deeply concerned that the security law could "further erode the country's political and civic environment."
Turning to the country's humanitarian and economic outlook, Haysom warned that "a perfect storm is gathering."
He pointed to chronic food insecurity, the spillover of the conflict in neighboring Sudan, a rapidly deteriorating economy exacerbated by a ruptured oil pipeline and a cut in revenue, "and the potential for once-in-a-lifetime flooding in September."

    


"Any one of these elements on its own presents a significant challenge," Haysom said. "When taken together, it could push the country to a tipping point -- and all during a time where the people of South Sudan are embarking on a delicate phase of nation-building."
Edem Wosornu, the U.N. humanitarian office's operations director, gave the council some stark figures -- more than 9 million people, 76% of South Sudan's population, require humanitarian assistance and 7.1 million are "acutely food insecure, an increase of about 1.5 million people since last year."
Wosornu said mid-year projections by U.N. food security experts suggested that conflict and flooding "could result in pockets of famine between June 2024 and January 2025."
South Sudan's humanitarian plight is worsened by a deepening economic crisis, she said. Most oil exports have halted since February because of the ruptured pipeline. A more than 70% depreciation of the South Sudanese pound in the first six months of 2024 has made basic commodities unaffordable for many people, with the annual inflation rate reaching 97% in June, according to the National Bureau of Statistics.
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            Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida attends a press conference at his office in Tokyo to announce he will not run in the upcoming party leadership vote in September, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Japan Pool/Kyodo News via AP)
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            FIEL - Japan's former Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida poses for a portrait picture following his press conference at the headquarters of the Liberal Democratic Party after he was elected as party president in Tokyo, on Sept. 29, 2021. (Du Xiaoyi/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - The entrance of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, is seen in Tokyo, on Nov. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)
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            FILE - Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida raises his hand before he speaks about his Liberal Democratic Party's funds scandal during a meeting of the Lower House Budget Committee in Tokyo, on Jan. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            FILE - Sanae Takaichi, left, and Seiko Noda, both former internal affairs ministers and candidates for the presidential election of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, show their motto on cards during a debate session held by Japan National Press club in Tokyo, on Sept. 18, 2021. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa speaks during a news conference with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong and Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar after the Quad Ministerial Meeting at the Foreign Ministry's Iikura guesthouse in Tokyo, on July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)
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            FILE - South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a ceremony to mark the 74th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War in Daegu, South Korea, on June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, Pool, File)
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            FIEL - Japan's former Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida poses for a portrait picture following his press conference at the headquarters of the Liberal Democratic Party after he was elected as party president in Tokyo, on Sept. 29, 2021. (Du Xiaoyi/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - The entrance of the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification, is seen in Tokyo, on Nov. 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)
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            FILE - Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida raises his hand before he speaks about his Liberal Democratic Party's funds scandal during a meeting of the Lower House Budget Committee in Tokyo, on Jan. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP, File)
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            FILE - Sanae Takaichi, left, and Seiko Noda, both former internal affairs ministers and candidates for the presidential election of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, show their motto on cards during a debate session held by Japan National Press club in Tokyo, on Sept. 18, 2021. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa speaks during a news conference with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong and Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar after the Quad Ministerial Meeting at the Foreign Ministry's Iikura guesthouse in Tokyo, on July 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama, File)
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            FILE - South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol speaks during a ceremony to mark the 74th anniversary of the outbreak of the Korean War in Daegu, South Korea, on June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, Pool, File)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's embattled Prime Minister Fumio Kishida surprised the country Wednesday by announcing that he'll step down when his party picks a new leader next month. 
His decision clears the way for his governing Liberal Democratic Party to choose a new standard bearer in its leadership election next month. The winner of that election will replace Kishida as both party chief and prime minister.
A new leader could help the party shake off scandals that have dogged Kishida's government, and some see a chance for the country to select its first female prime minister. 
Here's a look at how the new leader will be chosen, and what it could mean.
What happens next?
Kishida announced plans not to run just days before the LDP is expected to set a date for its triennial leadership vote, which must take place in September.
Kishida will remain party president and prime minister until his successor is elected. 

    


With the LDP in control of both houses of parliament, the next party leader is guaranteed to become prime minister. 
Some political watchers say the next general election could come soon after the LDP has a fresh leader, who can choose to hold it at any time before the current term of the lower house ends in October 2025. 




Why is Kishida stepping down?
A series of local election losses earlier this year sparked calls within his party to have a new face to boost support before the next national election.
Kishida said a series of scandals has "breached" the public's trust, and the party needs to demonstrate its commitment to change. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said, "the most obvious first step is for me to bow out." 
The most damaging scandal centered on the failure of dozens of the party's most influential members to report political donations, and resurfaced controversy over the LDP's decades-old ties with the South Korea-based Unification Church. 
How will the party choose its next leader?
Most of Japan's voters won't have a say as the LDP chooses a leader in a vote that's confined to the party's 1.1 million dues-paying members.

    


They'll vote in a system that divides power between the party's elected lawmakers and its membership at large, with each group getting 50% of the vote.
While LDP leadership votes were long seen as dominated by the party's powerful factional leaders, experts say that's less certain as all but one of the formal factions announced their dissolution in the wake of the party's corruption scandals, in a move led by Kishida.
Who are the possible candidates?
It's not clear yet who's leading the race to replace Kishida, with speculation focusing on several senior LDP members.
Three of those names belong to women, raising the possibility of a breakthrough in Japan's male-dominated politics.
Experts say the LDP's need to change its image could push it to choose a female prime minister. Only three women have run for the party's leadership in the past, two of whom ran against Kishida in 2021.
Only 10.3% of the members of the lower house of Japan's parliament are women, putting Japan 163rd for female representation among 190 countries examined in a report by the Geneva-based Inter-Parliamentary Union in April.

    


How about the general election?
The LDP's troubles could spill into the general election, but Japan's fractured opposition may have difficulty capitalizing on the situation.
Experts say voters may want to punish the LDP over its scandals, but don't see opposition parties as viable alternatives. 
The main opposition Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan has scored some victories in local elections this year, in part helped by the LDP scandals, but it has struggled to come up with policies that draw contrasts with the governing coalition.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-kishida-politics-leadership-ldp-5f6a763813ab5aa158f265a17cfc6099



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Costa Rica arrests 5 child welfare agency officials on charges they trafficked children for adoption | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Costa Rica arrests 5 child welfare agency officials on charges they trafficked children for adoption

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) -- Five officials from Costa Rica's child welfare agency were arrested on charges they were involved in trafficking migrant children for the purpose of adoption, authorities said Wednesday.
Randall Zuniga, head of the country's main investigative agency, the Judicial Investigation Agency, said in a video statement that the case began in 2022 when the then-president of the child welfare agency reported irregularities in adoptions at one of the agency's regional offices.
The arrested officials worked as lawyers and social workers.
"The investigation determined that these people included false information on reports they generated, for example saying that a family consumed drugs as a basis for removing that child from the family and being able to take it to a care center," Zuniga said.
Once they were in state care, the accused allegedly applied to adopt the children or to be assigned as their temporary caretakers and be paid by the government.

    


Authorities have not said how many children were involved or whether they have been located. Officials also did not specify where the migrant children were from.
The prosecutor's office for human trafficking and migrant smuggling said it had requested that the officials be prevented from leaving the country. Costa Rican authorities issued an international arrest alert for a sixth official.
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                    FILE - A person stands in front of a Meta sign outside of the company's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., March 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Facebook and Instagram parent Meta Platforms has shut down CrowdTangle, a tool widely used by researchers, watchdog organizations and journalists to monitor social media posts, notably to track how misinformation spreads on the company's platforms. 
Wednesday's shutdown, which Meta announced earlier this year, has been protested by researchers and nonprofits. In May, dozens of groups, including the Center for Democracy and Technology, the Digital Forensic Research Lab at the Atlantic Council, Human Rights Watch and NYU's Center for Social Media & Politics, sent a letter to the company asking that it keep the tool running through at least January so it would be available through the U.S. presidential elections. 
"This decision jeopardizes essential pre- and post-election oversight mechanisms and undermines Meta's transparency efforts during this critical period, and at a time when social trust and digital democracy are alarmingly fragile," the letter said.

    


CrowdTangle, "has been an essential tool in helping researchers parse through the vast amount of information on the platform and identify harmful content and threats," it added.




In March, the nonprofit Mozilla Foundation sent Meta a similar letter asking it to keep the tool, which was available for free, functioning until January. That letter was also signed by several dozen groups and individual academic researchers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For years, CrowdTangle has represented an industry best practice for real-time platform transparency. It has become a lifeline for understanding how disinformation, hate speech, and voter suppression spread on Facebook, undermining civic discourse and democracy," the Mozilla letter said. 
Meta has released an alternative to CrowdTangle, called the Meta Content Library. But access to it is limited to academic researchers and nonprofits, which excludes most news organizations. Critics have also complained that it's not as useful as CrowdTangle -- at least not yet.

    


Nick Clegg, Meta's president of global affairs, said in a blog post last week that the company has been gathering feedback about Meta Content Library from "hundreds of researchers in order to make it more user-friendly and help them find the data they need for their work." 
Meta said Wednesday that CrowdTangle doesn't provide a complete picture of what is happening on its platforms and said its new tools are more comprehensive. 
Meta acquired CrowdTangle in 2016.
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                    His team billed the speech as a significant economic address, but Donald Trump made little effort to stay on message Wednesday in Asheville, North Carolina, choosing instead to stick to his familiar personal attacks against Democratic rival Kamala Harris.


                
                
    
    
    
    

            

        
    



            



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-harris-vance-walz-election-bfd4ced5d715de4c67c1350de7440d1b



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Democrats try to block Green Party from presidential ballot in Wisconsin, citing legal issues | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Democrats try to block Green Party from presidential ballot in Wisconsin, citing legal issues

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Former Green Party presidential candidate Jill Stein waits to speak at a board of elections meeting at City Hall in Philadelphia, Oct. 2, 2019. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- An employee of the Democratic National Committee filed a complaint Wednesday seeking to remove the Green Party's presidential candidate from the ballot in Wisconsin, arguing that the party is ineligible. 
It's the latest move by the DNC to block third-party candidates from the ballot. Democrats are also seeking to stop independent Robert F. Kennedy Jr. in several states.
The Green Party's appearance on the presidential ballot could make a difference in swing state Wisconsin, where four of the past six presidential elections have been decided by between 5,700 votes and about 23,000 votes. Jill Stein is expected to officially become the Green Party's presidential nominee at its national convention, which begins Thursday. 
The Associated Press left email messages with the Green Party and Stein's campaign Wednesday afternoon.

    


The last time Stein was on the ballot in Wisconsin for the Green Party was in 2016, when she got just over 31,000 votes -- more than Donald Trump's winning margin that year of just under 23,000 votes. Some Democrats blamed Stein for helping Trump win the state and the presidency.




The bipartisan elections commission in February unanimously approved ballot access for the Green Party's presidential nominee this year because the party won more than 1% of the vote in a statewide race in 2022. Green Party candidate Sharyl McFarland got nearly 1.6% of the vote in a four-way race for secretary of state, coming in last.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the complaint filed with the commission by a DNC employee alleges that the Green Party can't nominate presidential electors in Wisconsin, and without them they are forbidden from having a presidential candidate on the ballot.
State law requires that those who nominate electors in October be state officers, which includes members of the Legislature, judges and others. They could also be candidates for the Legislature.

    


The Green Party does not have anyone who qualifies to be a nominator, and therefore can't legally name a slate of presidential electors as required by law, the complaint alleges.
Because the Green Party could have mounted write-in campaigns for legislative candidates in Tuesday's primary, but did not, the complaint could not have been brought any sooner than Wednesday, the filing alleges.
"We take the nomination process for President and Vice President very seriously and believe every candidate should follow the rules," Adrienne Watson, senior adviser to the DNC, said in a statement. "Because the Wisconsin Green Party hasn't fielded candidates for legislative or statewide office and doesn't have any current incumbent legislative or statewide office holders, it cannot nominate candidates and should not be on the ballot in November."
This is not the first time the Green Party's ballot status has been challenged. 
In 2020, the Wisconsin Supreme Court kept the Green Party presidential candidate off the ballot after it upheld a deadlocked Wisconsin Elections Commission, which couldn't agree on whether the candidates filed proper paperwork.

    


This year, in addition to the Republican, Democratic and Green parties, the Constitution and Libertarian parties also have ballot access. The commission is meeting on Aug. 27 to determine whether four independent candidates for president, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Cornel West, met the requirements to appear on the ballot. The DNC employee asks that the commission also consider its complaint at that meeting as well. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


There are signs in some swing states, including Wisconsin, that those behind third-party candidates are trying to affect the outcome of the presidential race by using deceptive means -- and in most cases in ways that would benefit Trump. Their aim is to to offer left-leaning, third-party alternatives who could siphon off a few thousand protest votes.
The latest Marquette University Law School poll conducted July 24 through Aug. 1 showed the presidential contest in Wisconsin between Democrat Kamala Harris and Trump to be about even among likely voters. Stein barely registered, with about 1% support, while Kennedy had 6%.
The complaint was filed by David Strange, deputy operations director in Wisconsin for the DNC.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Strange is an employee of the DNC, not a member.
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            Delaware Lt. Gov. Bethany Hall-Long marches in Rehoboth Beach's 33rd annual Sea Witch Festival Costume Parade, Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, in Rehoboth Beach, Del. (Jason Minto/The News Journal via AP)
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            FILE - Delaware Lt. Gov. Bethany Hall-Long and her husband Dana walk out into the rain for the inauguration ceremony at Legislative Hall in Dover, Del., Jan. 17, 2017. A forensic review commissioned by the state Department of Elections has uncovered significant improprieties in the campaign finances of Delaware's lieutenant governor, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for governor. (Jason Minto/The News Journal via AP, File)
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                                        DOVER, Del. (AP) -- Lt. Gov. Bethany Hall-Long's office staff was in regular communication last year with her husband and other people involved in her campaign for Delaware governor and worked during office hours to help facilitate the use of campaign funds, according to emails obtained by The Associated Press.
The emails, obtained through a Freedom of Information Act request, show that Hall-Long enlisted her office staff, working with her husband, to help with matters bearing little if any relevance to her role as lieutenant governor. They include renewing her memberships in various women's groups and making donations to community groups. Some of those expenditures were made with campaign funds.
Under Delaware law, state employees are prohibited from engaging in any political activity during work hours. As an elected official, Hall-Long is exempt from that provision, but her office staff is not.

    


Among the officials who engaged in communications related to Hall-Long's campaign was Matthew Dougherty, director of operations in the lieutenant governor's office. Dougherty recently took a leave of absence to serve as Hall-Long's campaign manager. The move came after the latest in a series of shakeups in Hall-Long's troubled campaign, as two top staffers left in the wake of a campaign finance audit commissioned by the state elections department.




"Bethany asked that you please mail a $300 check to the address below for an upcoming community event," Dougherty wrote to Hall-Long's husband, Dana Long, during business hours on a Wednesday afternoon last August. Hall-Long's scheduler and officer coordinator, Nicole Algarin, was copied on the email.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Hi Dana, they just called about this one," Dougherty wrote in a follow-up email two weeks later. "We're (sic) you able to mail the check?"
Dougherty sent a second reminder to Long a week later "per our text conversation." Long replied the next day saying the check was put in the email. A campaign finance report shows that $300 was paid to Ali Abdul-Aleem of Dover for a "Community Unity Family Day" from Hall-Long's campaign account.

    


Hall-Long's office staff, along with aides working for the state Behavioral Health Consortium that she chairs, also collaborated to ensure her appearance last October in the annual Sea Witch Costume Parade in Rehoboth Beach. Algarin then sent an email during business hours to Brandon Cox, Hall-Long's campaign manager at the time, with the parade information.
Photos of the event show Hall-Long marching in the parade with no indication that she is representing the lieutenant governor's office or the Behavioral Health Consortium. Instead, she is marching in front of a banner reading "Bethany Hall-Long Democrat for Governor."
Dana Long also worked with Dougherty during business hours to arrange trips for Hall-Long last year to Nashville and San Antonio, according to emails. It is unclear whether those trips were for personal or professional reasons. 
Dougherty told Long in an email that he would be happy to book a San Antonio luxury hotel using "BHL's credit card," but Long replied that he had not yet decided at which hotel "we are going (sic) stay." 

    


There are no travel-related expenses for those dates in Hall-Long's campaign finance reports or in the expenditures reported by the lieutenant governor's office. Hall-Long did not also report any gifts or honoraria on her public officer financial disclosure form. 
Hall-Long did not immediately respond to an email Wednesday seeking information about those trips.
Hall-Long, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for governor, has been under intense scrutiny since September, when she abruptly announced the postponement of a campaign event with Democratic Gov. John Carney that was to be held the next day, saying she needed to "attend to a personal, private matter."
In reality, Hall-Long's campaign was in disarray after people brought in to lead the campaign discovered major discrepancies while reviewing years of finance reports. The scandal led to the resignations of her campaign manager, chief fundraiser and campaign treasurer -- who had replaced Dana Long as treasurer only five months earlier.

    


A forensic review released by the Department of Elections last month found that, from January 2016 to December 2023, Dana Long wrote 112 checks from his wife's campaign committee account to himself or to cash, and one check to his wife. The checks totaled just under $300,000 and should have been reported as campaign expenditures, the review found. Instead, 109 were never reported in initial finance reports, and the other four, payable to Dana Long, were reported as being made to someone else, according to the review.
Hall-Long has maintained that the campaign finance irregularities were simply "bookkeeping errors" involving loans that she made to her campaign but did not report. New Castle County Executive Matt Meyer, her chief rival for the Democratic nomination, has called for a federal investigation into Hall-Long's campaign finances. 
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                    FILE - Workers collect debris on March 12, 2019 at the scene where an Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 Max 8 crashed shortly after takeoff, killing all 157 on board, near Bishoftu, or Debre Zeit, south of Addis Ababa, in Ethiopia. (AP Photo/Mulugeta Ayene, File)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- The Justice Department is defending a plea deal it struck with Boeing over planes that crashed and killed 346 people, saying in a court filing Wednesday that it lacks evidence to prosecute the company for more serious crimes.
Prosecutors said if the plea deal is rejected and the case goes to trial, they will not offer testimony or evidence about the causes of two crashes in 2018 in Indonesia and 2019 in Ethiopia, nor will they charge any Boeing individuals.
Boeing agreed last month to plead guilty to a single felony charge of conspiracy to commit fraud for deceiving regulators who approved the 737 Max. Under the plea deal, Boeing would pay a fine of at least $243.6 million, invest $455 million in compliance and safety programs, and be placed on probation for three years. 
The Justice Department made Wednesday's court filing in response to relatives of some of the people killed in the crashes, who asked a federal judge in Texas to reject the settlement. The relatives argue that the sentence approved by prosecutors is light punishment considering the loss of lives. 

    


U.S. District Judge Reed O'Connor in Fort Worth, Texas, can accept the plea agreement and proposed sentence, or he could reject the deal, which likely would lead to new negotiations between Boeing and the Justice Department.




Prosecutors said if the case goes to trial, they would still try Boeing on the same conspiracy charge, and not for two more serious charges: manslaughter or death resulting from fraud involving aircraft parts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The agreement is a strong and significant resolution that holds Boeing accountable and serves the public interest. It holds Boeing to account for the most serious, readily provable offense," department officials told the judge.
The department repeated its previous position that even with the deal, Boeing could still be charged in connection with the blowout of a panel from the side of an Alaska Airlines Max during a January flight.

    


Boeing, which is based in Arlington, Virginia, is alleged to have hidden details about new flight-control software from the Federal Aviation Administration. In both crashes, the software caused the nose to pitch down repeatedly and forcefully based on faulty readings from a single sensor, and pilots were unable to regain control.
Boeing blamed two relatively low-ranking employees for the deception under a 2021 settlement that would have let the company escape criminal prosecution. However, the Justice Department revived the possibility of prosecution in May, when it told the judge that Boeing violated terms of that settlement.
Judge O'Connor has previously ruled that he lacked power to overturn the 2021 deal, called a deferred-prosecution agreement, and it is unclear whether he would scuttle a plea agreement.
The judge has accused Boeing of "egregious criminal conduct." He also ruled that the Justice Department violated a law granting rights to crime victims by not telling families of the passengers about secret negotiations with Boeing before the 2021 deal.

    


This time, prosecutors "have repeatedly and extensively consulted with the families," including discussing the terms of a plea agreement," said the deputy chief of the Justice Department's fraud section, Sean Tonolli.
"Their voices have been heard, considered, and incorporated into the government's decision-making," he said.
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                    FILE - Signs to guide voters are posted outside a Cobb County polling station on the first day of early voting, in Marietta, Ga., Oct. 17, 2022. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- An election board in one of Georgia's largest counties has voted to start charging people who challenge the eligibility of voters for the cost of notifying the challenged voters.
The Cobb County Board of Elections and Registrations voted 4-1 on Tuesday to adopt the rule. Debbie Fisher, a Republican member of the board, was the only vote against the rule.
Republican activists are challenging thousands of voters in Georgia as part a wide-ranging national effort coordinated by Donald Trump's allies to take names off voting rolls. Most of the people they are targeting have moved away from their old address, and the activists argue that letting those names stay on the rolls invites fraud. But Democrats and liberal voting rights activists argue Republicans are challenging voters either to remove Democrats or to sow doubt about the accuracy of elections in advance of 2024 presidential voting.

    


Democrats have been pushing to start charging for each challenge filed, in part as an effort to deter people from targeting hundred or thousands of voters using software programs such as EagleAI or IV3 that facilitate mass challenges. A 2021 Georgia law specifically says one person can challenge an unlimited number of voters in their own county.




In suburban Atlanta's Cobb County, a onetime Republican bastion that now produces Democratic majorities, the board voted only to charge for the cost of printing the challenge notice and for postage to mail it, likely to be less than a dollar per challenge. But that could add up. Cobb County Elections Director Tate Fall has estimated that it cost about $1,600 to mail out notices from one batch of 2,472 challenges filed last month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Democrats have also wanted counties to charge challengers for staff time to research and process challenges. But Daniel White, a lawyer for the board, said Tuesday that he concluded that the board couldn't do that unless state law is changed to grant specific authorization. However, he said he concluded the board has the inherent power to charge for sending notices, in the same way a court has the inherent power to charge someone for serving notice of a lawsuit on the defendants.

    


"If you're talking about 3,000 voters being challenged and notice having to go out to 3,000 voters being challenged, that really increases your costs," White said.
But Republicans opposed the measure. Fisher called it "egregious" and "just wrong" to charge people for exercising their challenge rights.
Cobb County Republican Party Chairwoman Salleigh Grubbs said the board is failing to do its job of ensuring clean voter rolls, while challengers are stepping in to help.
"When the Board of Elections is trying to charge people for doing the job they should be doing, that's a disgrace," Grubbs said.
The board also adopted other rules around challenges, saying it won't accept challenges against people who have already been moved to the inactive voter list. For people who have moved, federal law says Georgia can only cancel an inactive registration if a voter doesn't respond to a mailing and then doesn't vote in two following federal general elections. That process takes years. Challengers have been targeting inactive voters for quicker removal.

    


Counties are making rules in part because the state hasn't issued guidelines to counties on handling challenges. That's leading to differences in how counties handle the same types of challenges.
An Associated Press survey of Georgia's 40 largest counties found more than 18,000 voters were challenged in 2023 and 2024, although counties rejected most challenges. Hundreds of thousands more were challenged in 2020, 2021 and 2022. 
A new law that took effect July 1 could lead to a surge in challenges by making it easier for challengers to meet the legal burden to remove someone. Some groups have sued to block the Georgia measure, arguing it violates federal law.
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                    FILE - The Federal Trade Commission building in Washington is shown on Jan. 28, 2015. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The federal government wants to make it easier for employees to quit a job and work for a competitor. But some companies say a new rule created by the Federal Trade Commission will make it hard to protect trade secrets and investments they make in their employees.
At least three companies have sued the FTC after it voted to ban noncompete agreements, which prevent employees from working for competitors for a period of time after leaving a job. Their cases are now pending in Florida, Pennsylvania and Texas and the issue could end up in front of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Here's what you should know about noncompete agreements:
What are they?
Once seen as a way to protect trade secrets among high-level executives, noncompete agreements have become more common, with some companies requiring lower-wage employees in fast-food and retail establishments to sign them before accepting a job. 

    


The agreements prohibit employees from taking a job with a rival company or starting a competing business for a set period of time, to prevent employees from taking corporate secrets, sales leads, client relationships or skills to a competitor.




What did the FTC do?
The FTC voted in April to prohibit employers nationwide from entering into new noncompete agreements or enforcing existing noncompetes starting Sept. 4, saying the agreements restrict freedom of workers and suppress wages. 
"In many cases, noncompetes are take-it-or-leave-it contracts that exploit workers' lack of bargaining power and coerce workers into staying in jobs they would rather leave, or force workers to leave a profession or even relocate," the FTC said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The FTC says roughly 30 million people, or 1 in 5 workers, are subject to noncompete agreements. That in turn limits their ability to change jobs, which is often the best way to get a pay raise or promotion. Some people don't even realize they've signed such an agreement until they're hit with a lawsuit after changing jobs. 

    


The FTC rule does not apply to senior executives, which the agency defines as workers earning more than $151,164 who are in a policy-making position.
Several states, including California, already have bans on noncompete agreements. 
"As far as I know there's a lot of companies in California, and high tech employees who are doing just fine," said Tom Spiggle, founder of the Spiggle Law Firm based in Washington, D.C., that focuses on protecting workers.
"They've just gotten a little out of hand with line cooks being subject to noncompetes in some industries," Spiggle added. "Think about it. You can't work in a similar position for a year or more, and there's often a geographical radius. You've got to move so you're able to continue to work. For people who are spooning the beans on the front line, they're signing noncompetes. Why?"
Who is suing the FTC and why?
Companies opposing the ban say they need noncompete agreements to protect business relationships, trade secrets and investments they make to train or recruit employees.
"The ban would make it easy for top professionals to go across the street and compete against us," said John Smith, chief legal officer at Ryan, LLC, a tax services firm based in Dallas that sued the FTC. 

    


Ryan uses noncompete agreements and nondisclosure agreements to ensure employees don't share trade secrets when they leave. But nondisclosure agreements are harder to detect -- and enforce -- than noncompete agreements. 
"In a nondisclosure agreement, that employee leaves, and you don't know what information they are sharing with the new employer, a competitor of yours," Smith said. "It can take a lot of time and money to figure that out."
Business groups have voiced support for Ryan's lawsuit, including the Society for Human Resource Management, which said the FTC rule is overly broad and would discourage employers from investing in training for workers if those workers could easily quit the next day and take their knowledge elsewhere.
U.S. District Judge Ada Brown has ruled that Ryan and its co-plaintiffs, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, are likely to prevail in court and that the ban on noncompete agreements cannot go into effect for them until their case is resolved. 

    


In Florida, a retirement community called Properties of the Villages sued saying its sales associates' lifelong relationships with residents of the community are central to its business model. The company said it invests heavily in training its sales associates, and they sign noncompetes, which say for 24 months after leaving the company they won't compete to sell homes within the Villages community, which spans 58,000 acres.
Lawyers for Properties of the Villages said in a hearing Wednesday that the FTC's rule would have major economic consequences, and under the so-called "major questions" doctrine, Congress cannot delegate to executive agencies issues of major political or economic significance. 

    


While stating sympathy for lower-wage workers caught in noncompete agreements, U.S. District Judge Timothy Corrigan said the plaintiff is likely to succeed in its argument that the FTC's rule invokes the major questions doctrine.
He noted that the FTC, by one metric, estimates that employers will pay from $400 billion to $488 billion more in wages over 10 years under the rule. "Suffice it to say that the transfer of value from employers to employees, from some competitors to other competitors, from existing companies to new companies and other ancillary effects will have a huge economic impact."
Congress intended for the FTC to take action to prevent unfair competition, and all noncompete agreements are unfair, said Rachael Westmoreland, an attorney with the Department of Justice who defended the FTC Wednesday. "They restrict competition. That's their entire purpose," she said.
Corrigan granted a preliminary injunction in the case, prohibiting enforcement of the rule just for Properties of the Villages, until the case is resolved. His ruling did not apply to any other company, and will not stop the FTC's rule from going into effect on Sept. 4, he said.
Meanwhile in a separate case, ATS Tree Services sued the FTC in Pennsylvania, calling its proposed ban unfair and saying it usurps states' authority to establish their own laws. 
ATS said it makes employees sign noncompete agreements because it invests in specialized training for workers and it couldn't afford to if the employees could leave and immediately use that training and the company's confidential information for a competitor. 
But U.S. District Court Judge Kelley Hodge said the tree company failed to show it would be irreparably harmed by the ban and the company wasn't likely to win the case. 
What happens next?
In Texas, the judge there is planning to file a merits disposition, which is essentially a decision about the case without a trial, on or before Aug. 30. And in Pennsylvania, ATS Tree Services is expected to file a request for summary judgment later this month.
With divergent rulings expected to emerge from the cases -- and with lawyers on the losing sides likely to appeal -- observers are expecting the issue to work its way up to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
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            FILE - A Google sign hangs over an entrance to the company's new building, Sept. 6, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            President Joe Biden speaks at the White House Creator Economy Conference in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Google confirms an Iranian group is trying to access emails linked to both US presidential campaigns

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - A Google sign hangs over an entrance to the company's new building, Sept. 6, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Asheville, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt Kelley)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Google said Wednesday that an Iranian group linked to the country's Revolutionary Guard has tried to infiltrate the personal email accounts of roughly a dozen people linked to President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump since May.
The tech company's threat intelligence arm said the group is still actively targeting people associated with Biden, Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris, who replaced Biden as the Democratic candidate last month when he dropped out. It said those targeted have included current and former government officials, as well as presidential campaign affiliates.
The new report from Google's Threat Analysis Group affirms and expands on a Microsoft report released Friday that revealed suspected Iranian cyber intrusion in this year's U.S. presidential election. It sheds light on how foreign adversaries are ramping up their efforts to disrupt the election that is now less than three months away.

    


Google's report said its threat researchers detected and disrupted a "small but steady cadence" of the Iranian attackers using email credential phishing, a type of cyberattack where the attacker poses as a trusted sender to try to get an email recipient to share their login details. John Hultquist, chief analyst for the company's threat intelligence arm, said the company sends suspected targets of these attacks a Gmail popup that warns them that a government-backed attacker might be trying to steal their password.




The report said Google observed the group gaining access to one high-profile political consultant's personal Gmail account. Google reported the incident to the FBI in July. Microsoft's Friday report had shared similar information, noting that the email account of a former senior adviser to a presidential campaign had been compromised and weaponized to send a phishing email to a high-ranking campaign official.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The group is familiar to Google's threat intelligence arm and other researchers, and this isn't the first time it has tried to interfere in U.S. elections, Hultquist said. The report noted that the same Iranian group targeted both the Biden and Trump campaigns with phishing attacks during the 2020 cycle, as early as June of that year.

    


The group also has been prolific in other cyber espionage activity, particularly in the Middle East, the report said. In recent months, as the Israel-Hamas War has aggravated tensions in the region, that activity has included email phishing campaigns targeted at Israeli diplomats, academics, non-governmental organizations and military affiliates.
Trump's campaign said Saturday that it had been hacked and that sensitive internal documents were stolen and distributed. It declared that Iranian actors were to blame.
The same day, Politico revealed it had received leaked internal Trump campaign documents by email, though it wasn't clear whether the leaked documents were related to the suspected Iranian cyber activity. The Washington Post and The New York Times also received the documents.

    


While the Trump campaign hasn't provided specific evidence linking Iran to the hack, both Trump and his longtime friend and former adviser Roger Stone have said they were contacted by Microsoft related to suspected cyber intrusions. Stone's email was compromised by hackers targeting Trump's campaign, a person familiar with the matter said. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Google and Microsoft wouldn't identify the people targeted in the Iranian intrusion attempts or confirm that Stone was among them. Google did confirm that the Iranian group in its report, which it calls APT42, is the same as the one in Microsoft's research. Microsoft refers to the group as Mint Sandstorm.
Harris' campaign has declined to say whether it has identified any state-based intrusion attempts, but has said it vigilantly monitors cyber threats and isn't aware of any security breaches of its systems.
The FBI on Monday confirmed that it's investigating the intrusion of the Trump campaign. Two people familiar with the matter said the FBI also is investigating attempts to gain access to the Biden-Harris campaign.

    


The reports of Iranian hacking come as U.S. intelligence officials have warned of persistent and mounting efforts from both Russia and Iran to influence the U.S. election through their online activity. Beyond these hacking incidents, groups linked to the countries have used fake news websites and social media accounts to churn out content that appears intended to sway voters' opinions.
While neither Microsoft nor Google specified Iran's intentions in the U.S. presidential race, U.S. officials have previously hinted that Iran particularly opposes Trump. U.S. officials also have expressed alarm about Tehran's efforts to seek retaliation for a 2020 strike on an Iranian general that was ordered by Trump.
Iran's mission to the United Nations, when asked about the claim of the Trump campaign, denied being involved.

    


"We do not accord any credence to such reports," the mission told The Associated Press. "The Iranian government neither possesses nor harbors any intent or motive to interfere in the United States presidential election."
The mission did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday about Google's report.
___
Associated Press writer Michael Weissenstein contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        ASHBURN, Va. (AP) -- Police in northern Virginia said Wednesday they were looking for a homeless man they suspect broke into an office of Donald Trump's presidential campaign.
The Loudoun County Sheriff's Office said it has issued an arrest warrant for Toby Shane Kessler, 39, of no fixed address, on a burglary charge in connection with the break-in.
The sheriff's office says Kessler was captured on surveillance video Sunday night forcing his way through a back door into the office building in Ashburn. The office is being leased by the Trump campaign and serves as headquarters for the Virginia 10th District Republican Committee. The suspect's face was captured clearly on the surveillance video. 
According to the sheriff's office, Kessler spent a brief time in the office and it's unclear whether he took anything. They do not believe he left anything behind.

    


Thomas Julia, a spokesperson for the sheriff's office, said Wednesday that it's too early to say whether there was any political motivation to the break-in and that authorities will know more once Kessler is arrested. 
The sheriff's office said Kessler has a history of criminal behavior and appears to have been in the Washington metropolitan area since at least 2018. He has a California driver's license.




Last month, Kessler was charged in neighboring Fairfax County with entering property with intent to damage, a misdemeanor, according to online court records. The attorney representing him in the Fairfax case did not immediately return a call Wednesday evening seeking comment. 
Kessler's name does not appear as a defendant in Loudoun County court records.
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                    Demonstrators hold signs during a rally, on the opening day of peace talks for Sudan, at the Place des Nations in front of the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (Salvatore Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- The first day of U.S.-led peace talks aimed at finding a solution to Sudan's brutal conflict concluded Wednesday in Geneva with the country's military absent and the other warring party's participation unclear.
The talks come as the war-wrecked country faces one of the world's worst humanitarian crises. The country's military did not send representatives and it did not appear that delegates from the other warring party, the Rapid Support Forces, attended Wednesday's session. Diplomats from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, The United Arab Emirates, the Africa Union and the United Nations were at the talks.
The northeastern African nation plunged into chaos in April last year when tensions between the military and the RSF turned into open fighting in the capital, Khartoum, before spreading across the country.
"We are hard at work in Switzerland on the first day of intensive diplomatic efforts for Sudan to support humanitarian access, cessation of hostilities," a joint statement on behalf of the United States, Switzerland, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, the African Union, and the United Nations read. 

    


The statement was posted on X by U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan Tom Perriello, along with photos of the day's discussions. No RSF representatives appeared in the photos, but the RSF said Tuesday that the paramilitary force's delegation had arrived in Switzerland.




A spokesman for the RSF declined to comment on the talks or the presence of the group's delegation at Wednesday's session.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Rapid Support Forces were formed from Janjaweed fighters created under former Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, who ruled the country for three decades before being overthrown during a popular uprising in 2019. He is wanted by the International Criminal Court on charges of genocide and other crimes during the conflict in Darfur in the 2000s.

    


Meanwhile, officials continued to call for the country's military to join the negotiations. 
"Obviously, we would want to see all sides participate so that the talks can be as successful as possible," U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq told reporters. 
But Sudan's military leader, Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan, said Tuesday the military would not talk about a cease-fire until the RSF stopped seizing civilian homes. He blamed the RSF for "falsely claiming peace," while still committing acts of war.
Burhan survived a drone attack that killed five people in late July on an army graduation ceremony he was attending in the country's east, though the RSF did not claim responsibility.
"There is no peace while the rebel militia occupies our homes, cities and villages and besieges them," said Burham in a speech Tuesday to mark the national military's founding. "There is no cessation of hostilities without the withdrawal and exit of up to the last militia from the cities and villages that they have plundered and colonized."
The conflict has killed thousands of people and pushed many into starvation. Its atrocities include mass rape and ethnically motivated killings that amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity, according to the U.N. and international rights groups.

    


Sudan's war has created the world's largest displacement crisis. More than 10.7 million people have been forced to flee their homes since fighting began, according to the International Organization for Migration. Over 2 million of those fled to neighboring countries.
Last month, global experts confirmed that starvation at a massive camp for displaced people in Darfur has grown into famine. And about 25.6 million people -- more than half of Sudan's population -- will face acute hunger, the experts from the Famine Review Committee warned.
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                    Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador meets with his security cabinet at the National Place in Mexico City, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's president lashed out at U.S. funding for a Mexican anti-corruption nonprofit group Wednesday, and said he will send a diplomatic note to the United States in protest.

President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador claimed the group is part of the conservative opposition, and shouldn't receive foreign funding or tax deductible contributions. He published detailed financial information about the group and vowed to send a bill to Congress to change the rules on tax deductible contributions.

"I think that there is open intervention by the U.S. government in the sovereign affairs of Mexico," Lopez Obrador said. He sent a similar protest note in 2021, with no apparent result. The U.S. State Department generally does not comment on diplomatic correspondence.

According to documents presented at the president's morning news briefing, a small amount of funding for the group -- about $685,000 -- came from U.S. charitable foundations over the last eight years.

    



A larger chunk -- about $5 million in recent years -- allegedly came from the U.S. Agency for International Development, which is administered by the State Department.





Lopez Obrador has complained about the funding for years and said he would also write a letter to President Joe Biden. "I am sure he has not been informed about this situation," the Mexican president said. Mexico's leader already sent a similar letter to Biden in 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Lopez Obrador said he will also ask prosecutors and tax authorities to investigate the donations.

The group, Mexicans Against Corruption and Impunity, denies that it is allied with any political party and said the donations were legal and had been reported to authorities. The group monitors government spending and programs for abuses. It was founded three years before Lopez Obrador took office and has criticized previous governments and other parties.

"This is just another of the many attacks ... we have have suffered from the start of this administration," said Maria Amparo Casar, the president of the anti-corruption group.

The organization has issued reports critical of some of Lopez Obrador's major initiatives, including the cancellation of a partially built Mexico City airport and the construction of a costly tourist train around the Yucatan Peninsula.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


The group's founder, Claudio X. Gonzalez, has openly endorsed opposition candidates in the past.

USAID often supports civil society groups, usually related to human rights or democracy promotion, in many countries. In some nations, such groups sometimes run afoul of local governments.

    



While Lopez Obrador said tax deductions for the group's contribution constituted a partisan misuse of government funds, he has openly used taxpayer-funded government television stations to support the ruling party.

Mexico's president has long sparred with journalists, civic and environmental groups that have criticized his administration, and has used confidential tax and banking information to criticize their funding and salaries. 

Lopez Obrador is the latest leader in Latin America and around the world to rail against outside funding for nongovernmental organizations.

In 2013, Bolivia's then-President Evo Morales expelled USAID from his country, alleging that it was working to undermine his government. 

In recent years, the Nicaraguan government has passed a number of laws making it more difficult for nongovernmental organizations to operate, and in some cases seized their offices.
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                    FILE - The Colorado River in the upper River Basin is seen, May 29, 2021, in Lees Ferry, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The federal government is expected to announce water cuts soon that would affect some of the 40 million people reliant on the Colorado River, the powerhouse of the U.S. West. The Interior Department announces water availability for the coming year months in advance so Western cities, farmers and others can plan.
Behind the scenes, however, more elusive plans are being hashed out: how the basin will share water from the diminishing 1,450-mile (2,334-kilometer) river after 2026, when many current guidelines that govern it expire.
The Colorado River supplies water to seven Western states, more than two dozen Native American tribes, and two states in Mexico. It also irrigates millions of acres of farmland in the American West and generates hydropower used across the region. Years of overuse combined with rising temperatures and drought have meant less water flows in the Colorado today than in decades past.

    


That's made the fraught politics of water in the West particularly deadlocked at times. Here's what you need to know about the negotiations surrounding the river.
What are states discussing?
Plans for how to distribute the Colorado River's water after 2026. A series of overlapping agreements, court decisions and contracts determine how the river is shared, some of which expire at the end of 2025. 


In 2007, following years of drought, the seven U.S. states in the basin -- Arizona, Nevada, California, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming -- and the federal government adopted rules to better respond to lower water levels at Lake Mead and Lake Powell. Those are the river's two main reservoirs that transfer and store Colorado River water, produce hydropower and serve as barometers of its health.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 2007 rules determine when some states face water cuts based on levels at Lake Mead. That's why states, Native American tribes, and others are drafting new plans, which anticipate even deeper water cuts after 2026 based on projections of the river's flow and climate modeling of future warming in the West.

    


"The ultimate problem is that watershed runoff is decreasing due to an ever-warming climate," said Jack Schmidt, professor of watershed sciences at Utah State University, and director of the Center for Colorado River studies. "The proximate problem is we've got to decrease our use."
How are these talks different from expected cuts this month?
Sometime this month, the federal government will announce water cuts for 2025 based on levels at Lake Mead. The cuts may simply maintain the restrictions already in place. Reclamation considers factors like precipitation, runoff, and water use to model what levels at the two reservoirs will look like over the following two years. If Lake Mead drops below a certain level, Arizona, California, Nevada and Mexico are subject to cuts, though California has so far been spared because of its senior water rights.
In recent years, Arizona has faced the bulk of these cuts, while Mexico and Nevada also saw reductions. But these are short-term plans, and the guidelines surrounding them are being renegotiated for the future.

    


What are states already doing to conserve water?
Arizona, Nevada and Mexico faced federal water cuts from the river in 2022. Those deepened in 2023 and returned to 2022 levels this year. As the crisis on the river worsened, Arizona, California and Nevada last year agreed to conserve an additional 3 million acre-feet of water until 2026, with the U.S. government paying water districts and other users for much of that conservation. 
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming -- the state's so-called Upper Basin -- don't use their full 7.5 million acre-foot allocation from the river, and get a percentage of the water that's available each year. 
An acre-foot is enough water to serve roughly two to three U.S. households in a year. 
Have these efforts worked?
Yes, for now. A wet 2023 plus conservation efforts by Lower Basin states improved the short-term outlook for both reservoirs. Lake Powell is at roughly 39% capacity while Mead is at about 33%. 
Climate scientists and hydrologists say that higher temperatures driven by climate change will continue to reduce runoff to the Colorado River in coming years, and cause more water to be lost to evaporation, so future plans should prepare for less water in the system. Brad Udall, a senior water and climate scientist at Colorado State University, said predicting precipitation levels is harder to do. 

    


The short-term recovery in the Colorado River basin should be viewed in the context of a more challenging future, he added.
"I would push back heartily against any idea that our rebound over the last couple of years here is some permanent shift," Udall said. 
What can't states agree on? 

What to do after 2026. In March, Upper and Lower Basin states, tribes and environmental groups released plans for how the river and its reservoirs should be managed in the future.
Arizona, California and Nevada asked the federal government to take a more expansive view of the river management and factor water levels in seven reservoirs instead of just Lake Powell and Lake Mead to determine the extent of water cuts. If the whole system drops below 38% capacity, their plan said, deeper cuts should be shared evenly with the Upper Basin and Mexico. 

    


"We are trying to find the right, equitable outcome in which the Upper Basin doesn't have to take all of the pain from the long-term reduction of the river, but we also can't be the only ones protecting Lake Powell," said Tom Buschatzke, director of Arizona's Department of Water Resources and the state's lead negotiator in the talks.
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming called for addressing shortages based on the combined capacity of Lake Powell and Lake Mead, as opposed to just Lake Mead. It proposed more aggressive cuts that would affect California, Arizona and Nevada sooner when the major reservoir levels fall. Their plan doesn't call for reductions in how much water is delivered to Upper Basin states.
Becky Mitchell, the lead negotiator for the state of Colorado, said the Upper Basin's plan focuses more on making policy with an eye on the river's supply, rather than the demands for its water.
"It's important we start acknowledging that there's not as much water available as folks would like," Mitchell said. 
Where does it go from here?
The federal government is expected to issue draft regulations by December that factor in the different plans, and propose a way forward. Until then, states, tribes and other negotiators will continue talking and trying to reach agreement. 
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump talks at the Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla., after he voted early in person in the Florida primary. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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            People wait to line to attend campaign rally with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump in Asheville, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- With less than three months before the U.S. election, Iran is intensifying its efforts to meddle in American politics, U.S. officials and private cybersecurity firms say, with the suspected hack of Donald Trump's campaign being only the latest and most brazen example.
Iran has long been described as a "chaos agent" when it comes to cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns and in recent months groups linked to the government in Tehran have covertly encouraged protests over Israel's war in Gaza, impersonated American activists and created networks of fake news websites and social media accounts primed to spread false and misleading information to audiences in the U.S.
While Russia and China remain bigger cyber threats against the U.S., experts and intelligence officials say Iran's increasingly aggressive stance marks a significant escalation of efforts to confuse, deceive and frighten American voters ahead of the election.

    


The pace will likely continue to increase as the election nears and America's adversaries exploit the internet and advancements in artificial intelligence to sow discord and confusion.




"We're starting to really see that uptick and it makes sense, 90 days out from the election," said Sean Minor, a former information warfare expert for the U.S. Army who now analyzes online threats for the cybersecurity firm Recorded Future, which has seen a sharp increase in cyber operations from Iran and other nations. "As we get closer, we suspect that these networks will get more aggressive."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The FBI is investigating the suspected hack of the Trump campaign as well as efforts to infiltrate the campaign of President Joe Biden, which became Vice President Kamala Harris' campaign when Biden dropped out. Trump's campaign announced Saturday that someone illegally accessed and retrieved internal documents, later distributed to three news outlets. The campaign blamed Iran, noting a recent Microsoft report revealing an attempt by Iranian military intelligence to hack into the systems of one of the presidential campaigns.

    


"A lot of people think it was Iran. Probably was," Trump said Tuesday on Univision before shrugging off the value of the leaked material. "I think it's pretty boring information."
Iran has denied any involvement in the hack and said it has no interest in meddling with U.S. politics. 
That denial is disputed by U.S. intelligence officials and private cybersecurity firms who have linked Iran's government and military to several recent campaigns targeting the U.S., saying they reflect Iran's growing capabilities and its increasing willingness to use them.
On Wednesday Google announced it had uncovered a group linked to Iran's Revolutionary Guard that it said had tried to infiltrate the personal email accounts of roughly a dozen people linked to Biden and Trump since May. 
The company, which contacted law enforcement with its suspicions, said the group is still targeting people associated with Biden, Trump and Harris. It wasn't clear whether the network identified by Google was connected to the attempt that Trump and Microsoft reported, or were part of a second attempt to infiltrate the campaign's systems.

    


Iran has a few different motives in seeking to influence U.S. elections, intelligence officials and cybersecurity analysts say. The country seeks to spread confusion and increase polarization in the U.S. while undermining support for Israel. Iran also aims to hurt candidates that it believes would increase tension between Washington and Tehran. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


That's a description that fits Trump, whose administration ended a nuclear deal with Iran, reimposed sanctions and ordered the killing of an Iranian Gen. Qassem Soleimani, an act that prompted Iran's leaders to vow revenge.
The two leaders of the Senate intelligence committee issued a joint letter on Wednesday warning Tehran and other governments hostile to the U.S. that attempts to deceive Americans or disrupt the election will not be tolerated.
"There will be consequences to interfering in the American democratic process," wrote the committee's chairman, Democratic Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia, along with Republican Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, the vice chairman.

    


In 2021, federal authorities charged two Iranian nationals with attempting to interfere with the election the year before. As part of the plot, the men wrote emails claiming to be members of the far-right Proud Boys in which they threatened Democratic voters with violence.
Last month, Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines said the Iranian government had covertly supported American protests against Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza. Groups linked to Iran's government also posed as online activists, encouraged campus protests and provided financial support to some protest groups, Haines said.
Recent reports from Microsoft and Recorded Future have also linked Iran's government to networks of fake news websites and social media accounts posing as Americans. The networks were discovered before they gained much influence and analysts say they may have been created ahead of time, to be activated in the weeks immediately before the election.

    


The final weeks before an election may be the most dangerous when it comes to foreign efforts to impact voting. That's when voters pay the most attention to politics and when false claims about candidates or voting can do the most damage.
So-called 'hack-and-leak' attacks like the one reported by Trump's campaign involve a hacker obtaining sensitive information from a private network and then releasing it, either to select individuals, the news media or to the public. Such attacks not only expose confidential information but can also raise questions about cybersecurity and the vulnerability of critical networks and systems.
Especially concerning for elections, authorities say, would be an attack targeting a state or local election office that reveals sensitive information or disables election operations. Such an incursion could undermine trust in voting, even if the information exposed is worthless. Experts refer to this last possibility as a "perception hack," when hackers steal information not because of its value, but because they want to flaunt their capabilities while spreading fear and confusion among their adversaries.
"That can actually be more of a threat -- the spectacle, the marketing this gives foreign adversaries -- than the actual hack," said Gavin Wilde, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and former National Security Council analyst who specializes in cyber threats.
In 2016, Russian hackers infiltrated Hillary Clinton's campaign emails, ultimately obtaining and releasing some of the campaign's most protected information in a hack-and-leak that upended the campaign in its final weeks.
Recent advances in artificial intelligence have made it easier than ever to create and spread disinformation, including lifelike video and audio allowing hackers to impersonate someone and gain access to their organization's systems. Nevertheless, the alleged hack of the Trump campaign reportedly involved much simpler techniques: someone gained access to an email account that lacked sufficient security protections.
While people and organizations can take steps to minimize their vulnerability to hacks, nothing can eliminate the risk entirely, Wilde said, or completely reduce the likelihood that foreign adversaries will mount attacks on campaigns.
"The tax we pay for being a digital society is that these hacks and leaks are unavoidable," he said. "Whether you're a business, a campaign or a government."
__
Associated Press writer Ali Swenson contributed to this report from New York.
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                    President Joe Biden made light of his final few months in the White House Wednesday, joking with social media influencers at the first ever White House Creator Economy Conference that he's "looking for a job."
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            President Joe Biden speaks at the White House Creator Economy Conference in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            An attendee poses for a selfie as President Joe Biden speaks at the White House Creator Economy Conference in the Indian Treaty Room at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Social media influencers got the royal treatment at the White House on Wednesday as President Joe Biden gave a nod to their ability to hold sway with millions of loyal followers. 
The White House played host to a group of more than 100 influencers, also known as content creators, across a range of media platforms -- from chefs and makeup artists to fitness gurus and medical students -- to talk about issues including mental health, pay equity and the abuse of artificial intelligence. 
Biden stopped by to tell the influencers gathered in the Indian Treaty Room in the White House complex: "The fact is, you are the future." 
"You're the source of the news," he said. "You are the new possibilities. You are the new breakthrough in how we communicate."
Biden added, to laughter: "And that's why I invited you to the White House, because I'm looking for a job."

    


Those in attendance included makeup artist Jackie Aina, chef My Nguyen and medical student Joel Bervell. Together, the influencers count millions of followers. 
In showcasing the importance and heft of the content creator economy -- valued at roughly $250 billion worldwide -- the White House is also recognizing the youth vote that will be a crucial constituency for Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris and Republican nominee Donald Trump in the November election.




In late July, a coalition of 17 youth-led groups endorsed the vice president. The youth-led progressive organizations had warned for months that Biden, 81, had a problem with young voters, pleading with the president to work more closely with them to refocus on issues most important to younger generations or risk losing their votes. They're hoping Harris can harness a new explosion of energy among young voters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump has also spent time courting influencers. Notably, his campaign is counting on younger male voters to give him the edge in November.

    


Trump participated in an interview last week with Twitch streamer and online personality Adin Ross, who has more than 7 million Instagram followers. The internet personality ended his interview with the former president by gifting him a Tesla Cybertruck wrapped in images of Trump raising his fist after the assassination attempt against him.
The White House event comes as the Biden administration is embroiled in a legal battle with TikTok over a federal law that will determine the future of the platform in the U.S.
Many creators who earn income on TikTok have opposed the law, which requires TikTok's China-based parent company ByteDance to sell the popular platform to a U.S.-approved buyer or face a ban.
In May, TikTok and ByteDance sued to block the law, arguing divestment isn't commercially, legally or technologically possible and that they would have to shut down the platform in the U.S. by January 19 if the law were to go into effect.
The measure was passed after it received bipartisan backing in Congress and by top-level administration officials who expressed concerns about how the Chinese government could influence ByteDance.
TikTok was previously in negotiations with the Biden administration to resolve some of those concerns. However, those talks fizzled out before the two sides reached a deal. 
__
Hadero contributed from South Bend, Indiana.
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                    FILE - A vehicle drives along the U.S. side of the US-Mexico border wall in Nogales, Ariz. on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, Pool)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- The Arizona Supreme Court has ruled that a proposal that would let local police make arrests near the state's border with Mexico will appear on the Nov. 5 ballot for voters to decide.
That sets up the biggest push to draw local authorities into immigration enforcement since the state's landmark 2010 law that required police to question people's immigration status in certain situations. 
The court late Tuesday afternoon rejected a challenge from Latino groups that argued the ballot measure had violated a rule in the state constitution that says legislative proposals must cover a single subject. In an order by Chief Justice Ann A. Scott Timmer, the state's highest court concluded the measure satisfies the single-subject rule.
If approved by voters, the proposal, known as Proposition 314, would make it a state crime for people to cross the Arizona-Mexico border anywhere except a port of entry, give state and local law enforcement officers the power to arrest violators and let state judges order people to return to their home countries.

    


It also would make it a felony punishable by up to 10 years in prison for selling fentanyl that leads to a person's death and require some government agencies to use a federal database to verify a noncitizen's eligibility for benefits. The proposal will go before voters in a state expected to play a crucial role in determining which party controls the White House and the U.S. Senate. Republicans hope it will focus attention on the border and dilute the political benefits Democrats seek from an abortion-rights ballot measure.




Opponents had argued the proposal dealt with the unrelated subjects of immigration enforcement, the fentanyl crisis and the regulation of public benefits. A lower court had previously rejected those arguments.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While federal law already prohibits the unauthorized entry of migrants into the U.S., proponents of the measure say it's needed because the federal government hasn't done enough to stop people from crossing illegally over Arizona's porous border with Mexico. They also said some people who enter Arizona without authorization commit identity theft and take advantage of public benefits. Opponents say the proposal would lead to racial profiling, hurt Arizona's reputation in the business world and carry huge unfunded costs for police departments that don't typically enforce immigration law. 

    


In early June, the Republican-controlled Legislature voted to put the measure on the ballot, bypassing Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs, who had vetoed a similar measure in early March and had denounced the effort to bring the issue to voters.
This isn't the first time Republican lawmakers in Arizona have tried to criminalize migration.
When passing its 2010 immigration bill, the Arizona Legislature considered expanding the state's trespassing law to criminalize the presence of immigrants and impose criminal penalties. But the trespassing language was removed and replaced with a requirement that officers, while enforcing other laws, question people's immigration status if they were believed to be in the country illegally.

    


The questioning requirement was ultimately upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court despite the racial profiling concerns of critics, but courts barred enforcement of other sections of the law. Earlier this week, the Arizona Secretary of State's Office said supporters of a proposal that would enshrine abortion rights in the state's constitution had gathered enough signatures to put the measure on the November ballot. If approved, it would allow abortions until a fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions to save the mother's life or to protect her physical or mental health. Abortion is currently legal for the first 15 weeks of pregnancy in Arizona.
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                    FILE - Michigan State players take the field before an NCAA college football game against Western Michigan, Friday, Sept. 2, 2022, in East Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis, File)
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                                        EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Michigan State has been sued over the Adolf Hitler question that appeared on Spartan Stadium screens before a game last season, with the quiz's creator saying the university didn't have permission to use its product that "was not created for a mass-market use at an American college football game."
Floris van Pallandt, owner of Carsilius Media, BV, and operator of The Quiz Channel on YouTube, filed a federal lawsuit against the school's Board of Regents last week that asks for $150,000 in damages plus legal fees. Van Pallandt alleges using the quiz was copyright infringement and the company was subject to disparagement and ridicule for Michigan State's public showing of the Hitler question, "especially in light of current events."
The question appeared Oct. 21 during pregame of Michigan State's matchup with Michigan. Spartan Stadium videoboards ran a stream of the the YouTube channel, and among the 40 questions on the European history quiz was one asking where Hitler was born. A photo of him was displayed before Austria was shown as the answer.

    


University spokesperson Emily Gerkin Guerrant did not immediately respond to a message seeking comment.




The employee responsible for showing the quiz was disciplined, the university issued a public apology and athletic director Alan Haller said his department was accountable for all content on its videoboards.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Michigan-Michigan State game was two weeks after the start of the war between Israel and Hamas.
An athletic department spokesman, in a separate apology, characterized the quiz as "inappropriate content by a third-party source" and said the school would not use the third-party source going forward.
In his lawsuit, van Pallandt said MSU did not have permission to use the quiz and that "once its theft was uncovered" the university attempted to damage the reputation of van Pallandt and Carsilius Media.

    


"The quiz that was used without permission was not created for a mass-market use at an American college football game, and Plaintiff does not believe it should have been used at such a time or at such an event, especially in light of current events," the lawsuit said.
Van Pallandt, a citizen of the Netherlands whose business is based in Colombia, said in the lawsuit that if MSU had reached out to him, he could have put together a customized quiz appropriate for the venue and event and charge an appropriate fee.
"At a minimum, this attempt to deflect blame is dishonest by ommitting any comments about Michigan State's role in this fiasco," the lawsuit said.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/michigan-state-hitler-quiz-5915957b1d9f2f20acbcc0cb476e88af



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    West Virginia senator removed as committee chair after indecent exposure charges | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



West Virginia senator removed as committee chair after indecent exposure charges

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LEAH WILLINGHAM

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The chair of a key West Virginia state legislative committee was removed from his position by chamber leadership Wednesday after being charged with indecent exposure and disorderly conduct.
Republican Sen. Mike Maroney, who led the state Senate Health and Human Resources Committee, was arrested Tuesday on the two misdemeanors after an Aug. 4 incident at Gumby's Cigarette & Beer World in Glen Dale. 
Marshall County Prosecuting Attorney Joe Canestraro said employees on surveillance video allegedly saw Maroney "committing an act of sexual gratification" about 1 p.m. in the establishment's video lottery room. Maroney was the only person in the room at the time, according to Canestraro.
The Gumby's employees then called the Glen Dale Police Department.
Maroney, who has served in the state senate since 2016, didn't immediately respond to an email request for comment Wednesday. 

    


Senate President Craig Blair, a Republican, said he was stripping Maroney of his title as Health and Human Resources chair and all other committee responsibilities "to give him appropriate time to dedicate to his personal issues." 




In a statement, Blair said he is "deeply concerned" about the well-being of Maroney, whom Blair referred to as a friend. 
"The facts that have emerged are troubling, and I am disappointed," Blair said, adding later: "While the charges are still under investigation, if true, this allegation is obviously not up to the standard of what we expect from our elected leaders in the State Senate of West Virginia." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maroney, 56, has only a few months left to serve of his second four-year term as a state senator. He ran for reelection but was defeated in the May primary by challenger Chris Rose, a utility company electrician and former coal miner.
Maroney's loss came after he publicly advocated against a bill pushed by the Republican caucus that would have allowed some students who don't attend traditional public institutions or participate in group extracurriculars like sports to be exempt from vaccinations typically required for children starting day care or school.

    


West Virginia is one of only a handful of states in the U.S. that offers only medical exemptions to vaccine requirements. Maroney, a radiologist from Marshall County, called the bill "an embarrassment" on the Senate floor and said he believed lawmakers were harming the state.
During the debate about this year's vaccine bill, which was ultimately vetoed by Republican Gov. Jim Justice, Maroney said: "I took an oath to do no harm. There's zero chance I can vote for this bill."
Maroney also lost favor with some Republicans last year when he spoke against a total ban on medical interventions for transgender adolescents, like puberty blockers and hormone therapy. During one meeting of his committee, he told fellow lawmakers he believed it was wrong for a group of "mostly medically uneducated people" to pass laws that would prohibit proven medical treatments.
Maroney likened banning hormone therapy to barring the use of drugs to treat mental health disorders and cancer.
If found guilty of disorderly conduct, Maroney could face a penalty of 24 hours in jail, up to a $100 fine, or both. For indecent exposure, he could face up to a year in jail, $500 in fines, or both. 
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                    FILE - The Idaho Supreme Court building is seen, June 8, 2017, in Boise, Idaho. (AP Photo/Rebecca Boone, File)
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                                        BOISE, Idaho (AP) -- The Idaho Supreme Court has dismissed a lawsuit brought by the state's attorney general over a ballot initiative that aims to open Idaho's closed primary elections and create a ranked-choice voting system. 
The high court did not rule on the merits of Idaho Attorney General Raul Labrador's arguments against the Idahoans for Open Primaries Initiative, but said Labrador should have first filed his case in a lower court instead of going directly to the state's highest judicial panel. 
Labrador filed the challenge last month, contending that organizers misled voters by using the term "open primaries" rather than "top-four primary" when collecting signatures. He also said the initiative violated the Idaho Constitution's prohibition against having more than one issue on a single ballot initiative. 
Idaho currently has a partisan primary system, with each political party setting its own rules for who may participate. Only registered Republicans are allowed to vote in the Republican primary, and voters who are unaffiliated or registered with the Democratic Party can vote in the Democratic primary.

    


The initiative would replace that system with a primary where all candidates seeking election would appear on one ballot. The top four vote-earners would advance to the general election. In the general election, voters would rank candidates by preference, and then voting would be tallied in rounds with the candidate receiving the least number of votes eliminated. If a voter's top choice is eliminated, their second choice would get the vote in the next round. The process would repeat until someone wins a majority of votes. 




Allegations of fraud in the initiative process are serious, Justice Robyn Brody wrote for the unanimous court in the Tuesday ruling, but she said those allegations first must be brought to a district court. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Attorney General's Petition fundamentally misapprehends the role of this Court under the Idaho Constitution and the role of the Secretary of State under the initiative laws enacted by the Idaho Legislature," Brody wrote. 

    


That's because Idaho law doesn't authorize the Secretary of State to make a factual determination on whether signatures are fraudulently obtained. Only someone with that kind of authority -- a "clear legal duty to act" -- can bring that type of lawsuit directly to the Idaho Supreme Court, Brody wrote. 
It's also too premature for the court to consider whether the initiative violates the state constitution's one-subject rule, Brody wrote. That issue can be brought before the court only if Idaho voters approve the initiative in the November general election.
The Idaho Attorney General's Office released a statement Tuesday afternoon saying it was considering next steps, and that it would, "continue to defend the people's right to an initiative process free of deception."
"We are disappointed that the court did not take up the single subject issue at this time but are confident that the people of Idaho and the courts will eventually reject this clearly unconstitutional petition," the attorney general's office wrote. 

    


Luke Mayville, a spokesperson for Idahoans for Open Primaries, said the lawsuit is now "dead in the water," because there's not enough time before the general election to relitigate the case at the lower court level.
"The ruling is a major victory for the voters of Idaho," said Mayville. "The court has slammed the door on the AG's attempt to keep the open primaries initiative off the ballot, and the people of Idaho will now have a chance to vote 'yes' on Prop 1."
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            FILE - Republican U.S. Senate candidate, Eric Hovde speaks at former President Donald Trump's rally in Green Bay, Wis., on April 2, 2024.(AP Photo/Mike Roemer, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis.,speaks during a campaign event for Vice President Kamala Harris at West Allis Central High School, July 23, 2024, in West Allis, Wis. (AP Photo/Kayla Wolf, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis.,speaks during a campaign event for Vice President Kamala Harris at West Allis Central High School, July 23, 2024, in West Allis, Wis. (AP Photo/Kayla Wolf, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Republican millionaire businessman Eric Hovde and Democratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin are wasting no time going after one another.
Hovde easily captured the GOP nomination on Tuesday, officially setting the field in Wisconsin's closely watched Senate race. The seat in battleground Wisconsin is seen as essential for Democrats, who know they must win there if they hope to maintain majority control of the Senate. A win there for Republicans would dramatically increase their chances of gaining the upper hand in an election landscape that has Democrats defending far more Senate seats this year.
Hovde is banking on his deep pockets and an endorsement from former President Donald Trump to knock off Baldwin, a liberal Democrat who has honed her ability to appeal to key independent and moderate voters. He faced only nominal opposition in the primary and has been focused on Baldwin since he got into the race. He's already poured $13 million of his personal wealth into the contest in just four months.

    


"Tammy Baldwin has been in Washington for twenty-five years and things have only gotten worse," Hovde said in a statement after his primary win. "It's time for change."




Hovde said at a WisPolitics.com luncheon Wednesday that he expected Baldwin's side to spend $100 million on the race and there was no way he would come close to matching it with his own money.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hovde's wealth, primarily his management of Utah-based Sunwest Bank and ownership of a $7 million Laguna Beach, California, estate, has been a key line of attack from Baldwin, who has tried to portray him as an outsider out of touch with Wisconsin values. 
"Eric Hovde is a multi millionaire California bank owner who has insulted our seniors, our farmers, our moms, and just about everyone else in our great state," Baldwin said in a statement after Hovde's primary win Tuesday. "While he runs to put the wealthy and well connected like himself first, I will always stand up for the working people of Wisconsin."

    


Hovde, who was born in Madison and owns a house there, pushed back against that claim Wednesday.
"Everybody here knows I'm not a Californian," Hovde said at WisPolitics. "I've never been a resident of the state of California one year of my life."
Baldwin launched a rural Wisconsin tour on Wednesday with a stop at a farm in Merrill before a brewery tour in Chippewa Falls in a key swing area of western Wisconsin. Hovde aired two new positive ads featuring his wife and others touting his charitable work and his battle with multiple sclerosis.
Television ads from Baldwin and her backers have focused on comments from Hovde espousing his opposition to abortion rights, appearing to denigrate the work ethic of farmers and the propriety of nursing home residents voting.
Hovde has accused Baldwin of distorting his comments, lying about his record and misleading voters.
Hovde's ads have hit on national themes Republicans are using against Democrats this cycle: blaming Baldwin for high inflation, what he says is a failed border policy and crime. Hovde has also tried to paint Baldwin as a career politician too extreme for Wisconsin, an attack Republicans tried in both of her previous two winning Senate campaigns to no avail. 

    


While Baldwin's voting record is liberal, she has emphasized bipartisanship throughout the campaign. Her first television ad noted that her buy-American bill was signed into law by Trump. In July, she touted Senate committee approval of a bill she co-authored with Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance, that seeks to ensure that taxpayer-funded inventions are manufactured in the United States.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Baldwin won her first Senate race in 2012, against popular former Republican Gov. Tommy Thompson, by almost 6 points. She was aided that year by having former President Barack Obama on the ballot. He carried Wisconsin by nearly 7 points. In 2018, Baldwin cruised to reelection by 11 points over then-state Sen. Leah Vukmir.
That win is even more striking given that four of the past six presidential races in Wisconsin have been decided by less than a point. In that same 2018 election, Democrat Tony Evers defeated then-Gov. Scott Walker by just over 1 point.

    


Baldwin again finds herself on the ballot in a presidential year. But unlike 12 years ago, when Obama won by a comfortable margin in Wisconsin, the latest Marquette University Law School poll conducted July 24 through Aug. 1 showed the presidential contest in Wisconsin to be about even. 
The same poll showed Baldwin slightly ahead of Hovde among likely voters.
Hovde said Wednesday that he wasn't concerned.
"I'm going up against somebody who has spent their entire life in politics," Hovde said. "I feel really good about where I am. The heart of this campaign will now start getting litigated."
A win by Baldwin is critical for Democrats who are defending 23 seats in the Senate, including three held by independents who caucus with Democrats clinging to a 51-49 majority. That's compared with just 11 seats that Republicans hope to keep in their column.
If elected, Hovde would be one of the richest members of the Senate, based on his campaign finance report. That filing showed he had assets worth between about $195 million and more than $564 million. Baldwin listed assets between $601,000 and nearly $1.3 million.
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                    FILE - The Wisconsin Capitol is seen, Oct. 24, 2023, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Scott Bauer, File)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- The Wisconsin Legislature's loudest election conspiracy theorist lost her job along with a handful of other incumbent lawmakers in Tuesday's primary, solidifying the field of contenders as Democrats prepare to mount a major push to retake control of the Assembly for the first time in almost 15 years.
The liberal-controlled state Supreme Court in February adopted new legislative district boundaries that Democratic Gov. Tony Evers drew up. The new maps pitted several legislative incumbents against each other. Some chose to retire rather than face a friend in the primary. Others didn't and it cost them. 
In all, seven incumbent legislators lost in the primaries, including Republican Reps. Janel Brandtjen, Peter Schmidt, Michael Schraa and Donna Rozar and Democratic Reps. LaKeisha Myers, Samba Baldeh and Jimmy Anderson.

    


Perhaps the most notable of the ousted incumbents is Brandtjen, who had represented Milwaukee's northwestern suburbs in the Assembly since 2014. 
She refused to accept that President Joe Biden won Wisconsin in 2020 and called for firing Wisconsin Elections Commission Administrator Meagan Wolfe. She also accused Assembly Speaker Robin Vos of not doing enough to investigate the election results and backed two failed recall efforts against him. While she earned President Donald Trump's endorsement, Vos barred her from GOP caucuses.




Republican Sen. Dan Knodl opted to run for Brandjten's Assembly seat after the new maps left him in the same Senate district as Republican Sen. Duey Stroebel. Unofficial results show Knodl easily defeated her Tuesday with 65% of the vote. Brandtjen didn't return a voicemail Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Knodl is more moderate than Brandtjen, but he also signed a Jan. 5, 2021, letter with legislators around the country asking then-Vice President Mike Pence to delay certifying Biden's win. He has since acknowledged Biden won but believes the election was marred by "abnormalities." 

    


Knodl will face Democrat William Walter in November. Walter serves as executive director of Our Wisconsin Revolution, a group that says it works to mobilize people against "the reckless abuse of power by rich elites."
In another primary defeat for an election denier, incumbent Republican Sen. Dan Feyen beat former state representative and gubernatorial candidate Timothy Ramthun in the race for a seat representing the Fox Cities. Ramthun made a name for himself by pushing to decertify Biden's win and garnered support from Trump, but Feyen beat him with 64% of the vote. Feyen will face Democrat Michael Rapp in November.
The new maps pitted Schraa against freshman Rep. Nate Gustafson in a district representing parts of the Fox Cities. . Schraa has served in the body since 2012 and has been a leading voice on prison reform, but Gustafson defeated him with about 55% of the vote. Gustafson will face Democrat Kyle Kehoe, a Fox Cities real estate agent, in November.
In central Wisconsin, Rep. John Spiros defeated Rozar in a GOP primary for a seat representing the Marshfield area after the new maps shifted her into Spiros' district. Spiros will face former Marathon County Supervisor John Small in November.

    


And in a bizarre twist, the outcome of a Republican primary in northern Wisconsin remained uncertain as of Wednesday morning due to ballot problems.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Voters in the Douglas County town of Summit were given ballots listing candidates in a Democratic primary in another Assembly district, denying them the chance to vote in a Republican primary in their own district pitting incumbent Rep. Chanz Green against former prison guard Scott Harbridge. The county clerk, Kaci Jo Lundgren, took responsibility for the mistake, saying she didn't realize that the new legislative maps had moved Summit into a different district. 
About 700 registered voters live in Summit. Unofficial results Wednesday showed Green leading Harbridge by 968 votes but Harbridge said he was not conceding and wanted to "figure out what the constitution and stuff says about it." Green's voicemail was full Wednesday morning.

    


The Associated Press has not called a winner in the race since the results could be challenged.
All the primary drama is only a precursor to November's contests. The new maps have fueled Democrats' hopes of making their first substantial gains in the Legislature since 2010.
Democrats have conceded they likely won't seize control of the Senate this cycle but retirements and redistricting left almost 60 of the Assembly's 99 seats open, giving Democrats a chance of regaining the majority. Democrats already flipped one open Assembly seat representing the Racine area after no GOP candidates registered to oppose Democratic challenger Angelina Cruz. 
The primaries determined Democrats won seven open Assembly seats and two open Senate seats outright -- no Republicans registered to run in any of those races in November -- but they already controlled those seats so the party didn't gain anything. A Republican also won one open seat in the Assembly outright, with no Democrats registered to run for it, but the GOP already controlled it.
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                    FILE - The New York state Capitol is seen from the steps of the State Education Building in Albany, N.Y., June 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink, File)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- A proposed amendment to New York's constitution meant to protect abortion access is a crucial part of Democrats' plans to drive voter turnout in the state this fall and potentially flip vital congressional districts. 
But there could be a problem: The ballot question doesn't mention the word "abortion." 
Arguments began Wednesday in a lawsuit Democrats hope will force election officials to include the term in an explanation of the amendment that voters will see when casting their ballots. 
The unusual legal effort begins weeks after the state Board of Elections chose late last month to use the measure's technical language verbatim rather than interpret it in its explanation to voters.
Filed in state Supreme Court in Albany, the lawsuit argues that the board's description violates a state law requiring ballot questions to be written in plain language that's easy to understand -- but that's where things get complicated.

    


The abortion issue is included but not specifically mentioned in a proposed Equal Rights Amendment. The amendment would broaden the state's anti-discrimination laws by prohibiting discrimination based on ethnicity, national origin, age, disability and "sex, including sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and reproductive health care and autonomy." The state currently bans discrimination based on race, color, creed or religion.




Democrats in the state Legislature passed the amendment last year and put it on the ballot in 2024 as a way to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution. While not explicitly barring abortion restrictions, the amendment could be used to challenge future abortion bans through the argument that such bans would amount to discrimination, according to its backers and some legal experts. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Republicans meanwhile have argued the amendment would provide new constitutional protections for transgender athletes, among other things. 

    


Democrats had urged the Board of Elections to include the terms "abortion" and "LGBT" in its description of the measure, arguing that it would be clearer to voters and better represent its intent.
The lawsuit was brought by two New York voters who want the measure's description to be changed. The board's Democrats have filed court documents agreeing that the language of the amendment's description should include the word "abortion." Republicans on the board want to keep the current description.
"When you have a legislation that was enacted for the purpose of protecting abortion rights, to be in a situation where we can't tell voters that they're voting on abortion rights strikes me as silly and misleading," Renee Zaytsev, an attorney for the two voters, told the judge in Wednesday's hearing.
Nicholas Faso, a lawyer for the Republican board members, said, "If the driving force behind this legislation was to enshrine abortion into the Constitution, why didn't the Legislature just say that specifically? They chose to use these broader categories for whatever reason," adding that voters should see the specifics of the amendment in the description. 

    


It's unclear exactly when the court would decide. The Board of Elections must certify what's on the ballot by Sept. 11, and county election boards have to certify by Sept. 12, a board spokesperson said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


New York currently allows abortion until fetal viability, which is usually between 24 and 26 weeks of pregnancy. New abortion restrictions are highly unlikely to become law, given that Democrats control state government by wide margins. 
Democrats in a handful of states have put abortion-related questions on the ballot this year in an attempt to boost turnout following the U.S. Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade. Voters have previously shown support for abortion access, and an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research poll recently found that 7 in 10 Americans think abortion should be legal in all or most cases. 
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Cailee Spaeny in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Archie Renaux, left, and Cailee Spaeny in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Xenomorph in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Xenomorph in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Cailee Spaeny, left, and David Jonsson in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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            This image released by 20th Century Studios shows David Jonsson in a scene from "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios via AP)
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                                        "In space, no one can hear you scream," went the tagline for the original "Alien" in 1979, a terrifying thought on multiple levels.
There may indeed be a scientific rationale for a space scream to be inaudible, but isn't it scarier to simply realize nobody's around to hear you? That was the case for Sigourney Weaver's Ripley, once she became the last one standing against the fearsome Xenomorph. Nobody could hear her scream -- nobody human, that is -- because, duh, everyone was dead.
In any case, hearing won't be a problem here on Earth at any multiplex showing "Alien: Romulus," the much-anticipated new installment to the "Alien" franchise (not a sequel, but we'll get to that in a minute.) This is a very big, very (very!) loud, very jumpy horror flick, and the screams will come, and they'll be audible. Which is precisely what "Alien" fans are surely waiting for.

    


And speaking of Ripley, no, neither she (nor Weaver) are present in this new version by Fede Alvarez, closer in feel to the horror roots of Ridley Scott's original than James Cameron's more action-focused 1986 "Aliens." But now we have Rain Carradine, played by rising star Cailee Spaeny ("Priscilla"), a new-generation Ripley in everything but name. Spaeny takes up the mantle of badass space fighter with aplomb, and is easily the best part of a movie that, like the 1979 original, is short on character development.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are many other parallels (and winking nods) to the original (Scott is a co-producer here). But like we said, don't call it a sequel. In fact it's an "interquel," which wouldn't be a bad horror film title in itself. The dictionary explains that it's neither sequel nor prequel, but rather a "middlequel" between installments, known as "quels."




Just kidding! It's not in the dictionary. But it's worth noting that Alvarez, in placing his movie between existing versions to form a new trilogy, yet aiming also for standalone entertainment, risks some tonal confusion. Not that you'll be able to hear your thoughts, should this occur to you.

    


The premise is new, sort of. Alvarez, who co-wrote the screenplay with Rodo Sayagues, has said he got the idea from a deleted scene from Cameron's film, in which young kids were seen amongst workers in a mining colony, and wondering what their lives would be like when they reached their 20s.
At the beginning, we find out: life is bleak indeed in the colony on Jackson's Star, owned by the worker-exploiting Weyland-Yutani firm.
Rain's miner parents have died of lung ailments. They've left her a caring brother, Andy, who is actually a "synthetic," or humanoid robot. The "human" element is crucial because it allows an empathetic David Jonsson, in the role, to connect to the audience in a way that otherwise only Spaeny does -- the rest of the cast is given virtually nothing to work with.
In any case, the two are not long for Jackson's Star. After Rain is turned down for a travel permit to finally escape dark colony life, she and Andy join a risky venture.
There's an (apparently) decommissioned space station hovering above, and if they can raid it of hardware and other loot, they can bypass the brutal wait for permits and finally make it to a new home. And so, reluctantly, the two agree to join the others -- Rain's ex-boyfriend Tyler (Archie Renaux), his sister Kay (Isabela Merced), Bjorn (Spike Fearn) and Navarro (Aileen Wu) -- on a bumpy flight to the Renaissance station.

    


Surely we're not spoiling much to say that it's best not to get attached to anybody.
Because, we all know what's waiting up there, don't we? It's already been teased in the opening, with the rickety old station looking much like USCSS Nostromo, that ill-fated space tug in the original.
We hardly needed the hint, though. This is an "Alien" movie and it's all about the Xenomorph, that terrifying creature who is diabolically "perfect," able to survive in any atmosphere and to multiply, obviously, in the most disgusting of ways.
It's not really a party -- or a movie -- until the creatures show up. And that, they do. Much has been made of this film's use of practical effects, rather than a CGI-created universe. The actors have said this -- as well as shooting in a linear fashion -- helped them feel the genuine horror needed for their portrayals.

    


Does all this elevate the film beyond any of its predecessors? Like so many franchises that depend on intense fandom, that truly depends from what vantage point you're joining in. Fans of the original will appreciate the many respectful echoes of that film (and perhaps the fact that, thank the lord, there's no longer a gratuitous skimpy panty scene.) Fans of Cameron's take will appreciate the action that comes later in the film.
And while some will applaud the wild, outlandish, creative and possibly ridiculous swerve of those final minutes -- not to spoil it -- others may even laugh rather than scream.

    


It's all good, though. In space, probably no one can hear you laugh, either.
"Alien: Romulus," a 20th-Century Studios release, has been rated R by the Motion Picture Association "for bloody violent content and language. " Running time: 119 minutes. Two stars out of four.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The latest Dr. Seuss releases are designed for the very youngest audience. 
On Thursday, Dr. Seuss Enterprises and Random House Children's Books announced the launch of Dr. Seuss Babies, which includes interactive board books, a video series called "Learn to Read" and even a line of diapers, onesies and feeding solutions. 
"Learn to Read" debuts Friday on the Dr. Seuss YouTube channel. 
"Babies and toddlers love to discover the world around them. Dr. Seuss Babies will help them explore, learn and laugh. Our hope is that this brand inspires and delights a new generation." Susan Brandt, president and CEO of Dr. Seuss Enterprises, said in a statement.
The first board book, "Happy First Birthday!", will be published Jan. 7, 2025. Other board books scheduled for next year include "Mr. Brown On the Farm" and "Happy Grinchmas, Baby!" Three more books are expected in 2026.

    


"We are so excited to bring this adorable new line of books to the youngest of Dr. Seuss fans," Alice Jonaitis, executive editor of Dr. Seuss Publishing at Random House, said in a statement. "With the eye-catching new art style, the beloved characters have become even more baby-friendly and will help nurture a love of reading at the earliest age."
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                    A recent issue of the Cody Enterprise, the Wyoming newspaper where a reporter used artificial intelligence to help write his stories, is seen Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024, at the Wyoming State Library in Cheyenne. (AP Photo/Mead Gruver)
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                                        Quotes from Wyoming's governor and a local prosecutor were the first things that seemed slightly off to Powell Tribune reporter CJ Baker. Then, it was some of the phrases in the stories that struck him as nearly robotic.
The dead giveaway, though, that a reporter from a competing news outlet was using generative artificial intelligence to help write his stories came in a June 26 article about the comedian Larry the Cable Guy being chosen as the grand marshal of a local parade. It concluded with an explanation of the inverted pyramid, the basic approach to writing a breaking news story.
"The 2024 Cody Stampede Parade promises to be an unforgettable celebration of American independence, led by one of comedy's most beloved figures," the Cody Enterprise reported. "This structure ensures that the most critical information is presented first, making it easier for readers to grasp the main points quickly."

    


After doing some digging, Baker, who has been a reporter for more than 15 years, met with Aaron Pelczar, a 40-year-old who was new to journalism and who Baker says admitted that he had used AI in his stories before he resigned from the Enterprise.




The publisher and editor at the Enterprise, which was co-founded in 1899 by Buffalo Bill Cody, have since apologized and vowed to take steps to ensure it never happens again. In an editorial published Monday, Enterprise Editor Chris Bacon said he "failed to catch" the AI copy and false quotes and apologized that "AI was allowed to put words that were never spoken into stories."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Journalists have derailed their careers by making up quotes or facts in stories long before AI came about. But this latest scandal illustrates the potential pitfalls and dangers that AI poses to many industries, including journalism, as chatbots can spit out spurious if somewhat plausible articles with only a few prompts.

    


AI has found a role in journalism, including in the automation of certain tasks. Some newsrooms, including The Associated Press, use AI to free up reporters for more impactful work, but most AP staff are not allowed to use generative AI to create publishable content.
The AP has been using technology to assist in articles about financial earnings reports since 2014, and more recently for some sports stories. It is also experimenting with an AI tool to translate some stories from English to Spanish. At the end of each such story is a note that explains technology's role in its production.
Being upfront about how and when AI is used has proven important. Sports Illustrated was criticized last year for publishing AI-generated online product reviews that were presented as having been written by reporters who didn't actually exist. After the story broke, SI said it was firing the company that produced the articles for its website, but the incident damaged the once-powerful publication's reputation.
In his Powell Tribune story breaking the news about Pelczar's use of AI in articles, Baker wrote that he had an uncomfortable but cordial meeting with Pelczar and Bacon. During the meeting, Pelczar said, "Obviously I've never intentionally tried to misquote anybody" and promised to "correct them and issue apologies and say they are misstatements," Baker wrote, noting that Pelczar insisted his mistakes shouldn't reflect on his Cody Enterprise editors. 

    


After the meeting, the Enterprise discovered seven stories that included AI-generated quotes from six people, Bacon said Tuesday. He is still reviewing other stories.
"They're very believable quotes," Bacon said, noting that the people he spoke to during his review of Pelczar's articles said the quotes sounded like something they'd say, but that they had never actually talked to Pelczar.
Baker reported that seven people told him that they had been quoted in Pelczar stories but hadn't spoken to him.
Pelczar did not respond to an AP phone message left at a number listed as his asking to discuss what happened. Bacon said Pelczar declined to discuss the matter with another Wyoming newspaper that reached out.

    


Baker, who regularly reads the Enterprise because it's a competitor, told the AP that a combination of phrases and quotes in Pelczar's stories aroused his suspicions.
Pelczar's story about a shooting in Yellowstone National Park included the sentence: "This incident serves as a stark reminder of the unpredictable nature of human behavior, even in the most serene settings."
Baker said the line sounded like the summaries of his stories that a certain chatbot seems to generate, in that it tacks on some kind of a "life lesson" at the end.
Another story -- about a poaching sentencing -- included quotes from a wildlife official and a prosecutor that sounded like they came from a news release, Baker said. However, there wasn't a news release and the agencies involved didn't know where the quotes had come from, he said.

    


Two of the questioned stories included fake quotes from Wyoming Gov. Mark Gordon that his staff only learned about when Baker called them. One quote was entirely fabricated and another was partially fabricated, said Michael Pearlman, a spokesperson for the governor. 
It's not difficult to create AI-generated stories. Users could put a criminal affidavit through an AI program and ask it to write an article about the case including quotes from local officials, said Alex Mahadevan, director of a digital media literacy project at the Poynter Institute, the preeminent journalism think tank.
"These generative AI chatbots are programmed to give you an answer, no matter whether that answer is complete garbage or not," Mahadevan said.
Megan Barton, the Cody Enterprise's publisher, wrote an editorial calling AI "the new, advanced form of plagiarism and in the field of media and writing, plagiarism is something every media outlet has had to correct at some point or another."
Barton wrote that the newspaper now has a system in place to recognize AI-generated stories and will "have longer conversations about how AI-generated stories are not acceptable."
In his editorial, Bacon invoked the legacy of former professional baseball player Robin Ventura, who famously got the worst of a scuffle with Hall of Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan after charging the mound during a 1993 game in a scene that is reposted on social media to this day. The editor compares his own shame to the ridicule that the then-Chicago White Sox infielder (Bacon misidentified him as a member of the Chicago Cubs) experiences to this day.
"I always suspected that the thought of being taken to the woodshed in front of millions in a fight Ventura started hurt more than his face. Now, your editor having been taken to the woodshed in the Wyoming press, I am sure of it."
The Enterprise didn't have an AI policy, in part because it seemed obvious that journalists shouldn't use it to write stories, Bacon said. Poynter has a template from which news outlets can build their own AI policy.
Bacon, a military veteran and former air ambulance pilot who was named editor in May after a few months working as a reporter, plans to have a policy in place by the end of the week.
"This will be a pre-employment topic of discussion," he said.
___
Hanson reported from Helena, Montana.
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