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      Breaking News

      
        Hydrogen-powered tower touted as world's first
        A Saudi-controlled real estate firm says it plans to break ground early next year in Egypt's new capital on a $1-billion, 50-storey office tower that aims to be the first of its kind to be powered by clean hydrogen.

      

      
        Ukraine denies link to Nord Stream blasts
        KYIV - An adviser to Ukraine's president has denied fresh allegations of his country's involvement in explosions that damaged the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline and instead pointed the finger at Russia.

      

      
        Police fatally shoot armed man
        Two police officers from the Bang Rak station fatally shot a drunken man outside a nightclub on Surawong Road on Thursday.

      

      
        Chaikasem 'had no role' in lawyer's bribery case
        Chaikasem Nitisiri, a former attorney-general and prime ministerial candidate of the governing Pheu Thai Party, had no part in a 2008 decision not to indict Pichit Chuenban on a court bribery charge, according to the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG).

      

      
        13 soldiers held over recruit's death
        More than a dozen soldiers from the 21st Infantry Regiment involved in the death of an 18-year-old recruit have been detained, the Royal Thai Army says, adding that compensation will be provided to the victim's family.

      

      
        Travel cancellations hit Japan as typhoon nears
        Hundreds of flights and some bullet train services will be suspended as Typhoon Ampil makes its way towards the main island of Japan on Friday, complicating travel plans during the country's annual Bon summer break.

      

      
        Coalition unites behind Paetongtarn for PM
        The parties in the coalition government have united behind Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra to be selected as the country's next prime minister when the House of Representatives meets on Friday.

      

      
        Vietnam jails prominent activist for 5 years on anti-state charges
        HANOI - A Vietnamese court sentenced prominent activist Nguyen Chi Tuyen to five years in prison after finding him guilty of anti-state activities in a one-day trial on Thursday, two of his lawyers said.

      

      
        Five injured in Chao Phraya boat collision
        Five people, including two foreigners, were injured when an empty boat hit their express boat on the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok on Thursday.

      

      
        Kim Dotcom loses 12-year battle against extradition
        WELLINGTON - Kim Dotcom, who is facing criminal charges relating to the defunct file-sharing website Megaupload, has lost a 12-year battle against extradition to the United States.
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                  Hydrogen-powered tower touted as world's first                

                Saudi developer placing a big bet on Egypt's new capital
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A digital rendering shows the Forbes International Tower, to be constructed in Egypt's new administrative capital, which aims to be the first ]
                                              
                          A digital rendering shows the Forbes International Tower, to be constructed in Egypt's new administrative capital, which aims to be the first "net-zero" carbon tower in the Middle East and North Africa. (Photo: Magnom Properties via Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                A Saudi-controlled real estate firm says it plans to break ground early next year in Egypt's new capital on a $1-billion, 50-storey office tower that aims to be the first of its kind to be powered by clean hydrogen.
The sophisticated design and high price tag represent a bet by Magnom Properties, a subsidiary of the Saudi industrial group Rawabi Holding, that international clients will be drawn to the new capital, a city for over 6 million people being built from scratch in the desert east of Cairo.

The Forbes International Tower -- the US business magazine famed for its billionaires' lists is a partner -- is also a bet on clean hydrogen, produced using renewable energy and not yet proven at scale, as Egypt seeks to position itself as a green energy hub in the face of regional competition.

Ministries transferred to the city from July 2023, but few residents have moved in and construction continues on infrastructure including rail links.

Magnom will soon start the detailed design of the tower and aims to complete the building by 2030, said Karim Dayhoum, the company's executive director of projects.

It purchased land for the tower in 2021 in the new capital's business district, and is selecting land for sister towers planned later for Dubai and Riyadh.

"We want to offer our tenants and our buyers and investors the opportunity to utilise the facilities and amenities across the region," Dayhoum said in an interview. "It's a network of sophisticated office space."

The new capital is the most ambitious in a series of mega-projects pursued by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.

They have spurred infrastructure development but also strained the budget, increased debt and sucked up foreign currency, leading the government to cap public investment under pressure from the International Monetary Fund.

Investors say they see potential in Egypt's strategic position and large workforce, but the economy has long been hampered by mismanagement and weak productivity.

Critics say the new capital does not cater to ordinary Egyptians.

The $1-billion price tag for a single tower and high-luxury design are unusual for Egypt. The estimated investment cost of the rest of the Chinese-built business district, with 20 towers, is $3 billion.

Developed with Forbes and Chicago-based architects Adrian Smith and Gordon Gill, the tower will have advanced cybersecurity systems, two ultra-fast VIP elevators and a helipad, according to the plans.

It also aims to be the first net-zero carbon tower in the Middle East and North Africa. Solar panels embedded in the facade should produce 25% of the electricity it consumes, with the rest generated by clean hydrogen transported to the building in liquid form.

"We're trying to completely eliminate any sort of reliance on utilities," said Dayhoum, adding that buyers of land were receiving incentives for sustainable design.

That could also help protect from outages in the local grid; Egypt has been hit by chronic power cuts linked to natural gas shortages.

The tower will be financed through various debt equity instruments, said Ahmed Kassem, Magnom's chief investment officer.

"We're still at a group level discussing whether to retain full ownership of the building," he said.
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                  Ukraine denies link to Nord Stream blasts                

                New report alleges Zelensky knew about operation planned by top Ukrainian general
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                                KYIV - An adviser to Ukraine's president has denied fresh allegations of his country's involvement in explosions that damaged the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline and instead pointed the finger at Russia.
"Such an act can only be carried out with extensive technical and financial resources ... and who possessed all this at the time of the bombing? Only Russia," Mykhailo Podolyak said in written comments to Reuters on Thursday.

The multi-billion dollar Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines transporting gas under the Baltic Sea were ruptured by a series of explosions in September 2022, seven months after Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Speculation has long swirled about who was behind the operation, with both Ukraine and Russia denying any involvement.

This week The Wall Street Journal reported that Ukraine's top military commander at the time, Valery Zaluzhny, oversaw the plan to blow up the pipelines used by Russia to deliver gas to Europe.

Polish prosecutors said on Wednesday that Poland had received a European arrest warrant issued by Berlin in connection with the attack, but the suspect, a Ukrainian man named as Volodymyr Z, has already left Poland.

Germany has said the Ukrainian diving instructor was allegedly part of a team that blew up the pipelines.

"Ukraine has nothing to do with the Nord Stream explosions," Podolyak said, adding that Kyiv did not gain any strategic or tactical advantage from the blasts.

Russia has already blamed the United States, Britain and Ukraine for the blasts, which largely cut Russian gas off from the lucrative European market. Those countries have denied involvement.

Germany, Denmark and Sweden all opened investigations into the incident, and the Swedes found traces of explosives on several objects recovered from the explosion site, confirming the blasts were deliberate acts.

The sabotage of the Nord Stream gas pipelines in 2022 was approved by senior officials in Kyiv, the Journal reported, with President Volodymyr Zelensky initially giving his support.

The idea emerged during a meeting of senior Ukrainian military officers and businessmen in May 2022, just months after Moscow invaded Ukraine.

Six people were directly involved in carrying out the operation, which cost around $300,000 and was privately financed, the newspaper said.

Using a rented yacht, they sailed out to the area of the pipelines and dived down to lay explosives on them.

CIA steps in

Zelensky also initially approved the operation. But when the US Central Intelligence Agency learned of the plan, they asked him to stop it going ahead and he ordered a halt, according to the Journal.

But Zaluzhny, who was removed from his post earlier this year in a shake-up, pushed ahead anyway, the report said, citing Ukrainian officials.

Zelensky took the military commander to task for going ahead with the operation despite the order to pull the plug, according to the paper.

But the commander replied that once the sabotage team had been dispatched, they could not be called off.

"He was told it's like a torpedo -- once you fire it at the enemy, you can't pull it back again, it just keeps going until it goes 'boom,'" a senior officer familiar with the conversation was cited as saying.

Contacted by the Journal, Zaluzhny -- now Ukraine's ambassador to Britain -- said he did not know anything about such an operation and any suggestion to the contrary was a "mere provocation".
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                  Police fatally shoot armed man                

                Drunken man pulled gun on plainclothes officers outside nightclub on Surawong Road
              

                                Two police officers from the Bang Rak station fatally shot a drunken man outside a nightclub on Surawong Road on Thursday.
The officers told investigators they were working in plainclothes on a surveillance assignment when they received a report about a man acting aggressively in front of the Simply Tomboy nightclub.

The officers said they arrived at the scene at around 1.30am and found an intoxicated man acting belligerently.

The man, later identified as Mongkol Kamolsawas, 46, claimed he was a police investigator.

The two officers asked him for his ID and wanted to search his motorcycle parked nearby.

Mongkol then allegedly pulled out a gun and shot at them. The police shot back and killed him. The two officers claim they did not intend to kill him.

Other police arrived at the scene to find Mongkol lying on the ground in a pool of blood in front of the nightclub.

A 9mm pistol and several cartridges were found near the man's body, which had six gunshot wounds.

The deceased's older brother, Suksom Kamolsawas, 50, said his brother had gone to the nightclub to find his girlfriend, who was allegedly having an affair with one of the club's employees.

The brother accused the officers of over-reacting to the situation and questioned how they handled what occurred.

Mr Suksom has vowed to pursue justice for his brother.

According to his brother, Mongkol was accused of involvement in a murder 10 years ago. The court later dismissed the case.

Pol Col Thammasak Saraboon, commander of the Bang Rak station, said the two officers handled the situation appropriately, adding that their intention was not to kill Mongkol but to stop him.

It was clear from the security video that the deceased pulled out a gun and fired first, Pol Col Thammasak said.
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                  Chaikasem 'had no role' in lawyer's bribery case                

                Officials clarify prosecutors' handling of 2008 case linked to downfall of former PM Srettha
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                                Chaikasem Nitisiri, a former attorney-general and prime ministerial candidate of the governing Pheu Thai Party, had no part in a 2008 decision not to indict Pichit Chuenban on a court bribery charge, according to the Office of the Attorney-General (OAG).
Officials from the OAG were responding on Thursday to questions about the cases involving Pichit, whose recent appointment to the cabinet cost Srettha Thavisin his premiership this week.

Pichit and two other lawyers were accused of attempting to bribe the Supreme Court, which was handling a case in 2008 against former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Thaksin was accused of malfeasance for helping his then-wife, Khunying Potjaman na Pombejra, secure some prime land on Ratchadaphisek Road in Bangkok at a discount in 2003.

The three lawyers, who were representing Thaksin in the case, were caught trying to bribe Supreme Court officials by handing them a paper bag containing 2 million baht in cash.

The police investigating the case found insufficient evidence to recommend the lawyers' indictment to the prosecutors. The OAG later agreed not to indict the trio on bribery charges.

However, the lawyers were convicted by the Supreme Court of a separate charge of contempt of court in connection with the alleged bribery. They were deemed to have behaved inappropriately on the court premises, for which they were each sentenced to six months in jail.

With Mr Srettha removed as prime minister, Mr Chaikasem, one of two remaining prime ministerial candidates on the Pheu Thai list, was initially speculated as a possible successor. As it turned out, the party on Thursday chose Thaksin's daughter Paetongtarn instead. The House will vote on her nomination on Friday.

With Mr Chaikasem once more in the news, public interest revived in the role he played at the OAG when the Pichit case came to its attention.

As it turned out, Kayasit Pissawongprakan, then the director-general of the Department of Criminal Litigation, signed off on the decision not to indict, said OAG spokesman Prayuth Phetkhun.

Mr Kayasit was acting on a no-indictment recommendation submitted to the OAG by the Chana Songkhram police, who were in charge of the bribery investigation.

The police team found no proof that the three lawyers had committed the bribery offence as accused, Mr Prayuth said on Thursday.

The prosecutors' team studying the police report agreed with the no-indictment recommendation and suggested that Mr Kayasit not send the case to court. Mr Kayasit agreed, according to Mr Prayuth.

The Royal Thai Police also had no objection to the prosecutors not proceeding with indictment.

It is untrue that Mr Chaikasem, who was attorney-general at the time, ordered the three lawyers not to be indicted, he added.
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                  13 soldiers held over recruit's death                

                18-year-old endured repeated physical punishments during training in Chon Buri
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                                More than a dozen soldiers from the 21st Infantry Regiment involved in the death of an 18-year-old recruit have been detained, the Royal Thai Army says, adding that compensation will be provided to the victim's family.
Worapratch Phadmasakul was reported to have died on Aug 2 from injuries sustained from punishments meted out during training in June, deputy army spokesman Col Ritcha Suksuwanon said on Thursday.

Thirteen drill instructors have been accused of fatally assaulting him. They are being detained at the 14th Military Circle Prison in Chon Buri while an investigation is carried out.

Disciplinary action has also been taken against three commanders for failing to supervise their subordinates.

Col Ritcha said the First Army Area, under which the circle and regiment fall, promised to help the dead soldier's family with legal procedures and provide compensation.

Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, chairman of the House committee on the armed forces, said on his X account on Thursday that the committee would invite soldiers from the regiment for further questioning on the matter.

The committee will submit its findings to the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) and to prosecutors for possible further charges under the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act, he said.

According to Mr Wiroj, a People's Party MP, Worapratch was the second soldier to have died during training at the military camp.

Nitchanan Wangkahat, a former Chon Buri MP candidate from the now-dissolved Move Forward Party, said on Facebook that she went to Worapratch's funeral and spoke with his parents.

He was reported to have voluntarily joined the army after being recruited by registrars.

According to Ms Nitchanan, he submitted his first application in November but was rejected due to his weight. After losing more than 10 kilogrammes, he applied for the second time in May and was accepted.

Ms Nitchanan said that on May 26, not long after he joined the army, his family learned he had lost another 10 kilogrammes.

He did not make any complaints to the family about the training.

On June 22, Worapratch was reported to have a weak pulse after being physically assaulted by drill instructors on two occasions.

Ms Nitchanan said he was not taken to the hospital after the first assault. He complained about the delay in medical assistance to the camp's supervisor, and that caused the second assault. All the instructors deny the charges.

The soldier eventually received treatment at Fort Nawamintharachini Hospital, according to local media reports. He was later transferred to Phramongkutklao Hospital in Bangkok but succumbed to his injuries on Aug 2.
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                  Travel cancellations hit Japan as typhoon nears                

                Hundreds of flights and some bullet train services suspended through Friday and possibly beyond
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                                Hundreds of flights and some bullet train services will be suspended as Typhoon Ampil makes its way towards the main island of Japan on Friday, complicating travel plans during the country's annual Bon summer break.
Japan Airlines cancelled 28 international flights bound for the US, Australia and other locations, disrupting travel for about 5,000 passengers. All Nippon Airways scrapped plans for 20 flights scheduled for Europe and North America, affecting some 4,000 people.

Disruptions from tropical storms this time of year have become an annual occurrence in Japan and other countries in the region. They're also more severe, causing factories to halt production and companies telling employees to stay at home. The latest typhoon, categorised as a severe tropical storm, will be at its closest around midday Friday, according to weather forecasters. 

Curbs on air travel within the country are set to affect approximately 95,000 passengers, the two airlines said in separate announcements. ANA cancelled 281 domestic flights, affecting 60,600 passengers who were to fly to areas including Osaka, Fukuoka and Okinawa. JAL terminated 191 domestic flights, disturbing plans for about 34,000 travellers.

The weather agency urged residents to be careful of high waves, landslides, flooding of low-lying areas and rising or overflowing rivers in eastern Japan, telling people to pay close attention to information to be provided by local authorities. 

Bullet train services between Tokyo and Nagoya will be halted throughout Friday as the typhoon brings heavy rain and strong winds, according to Central Japan Railway Co. Operations between Shin-Osaka and Nagoya will also be reduced.

East Japan Railway, which operates bullet trains to Aomori, Akita and Kanazawa, also said there may be disruptions on some routes in the Kanto region surrounding Tokyo.

East Nippon Expressway, which manages expressways in the Kanto region and Hokkaido, warned that some roads may be shut from Friday through Saturday, and asked travellers to reconsider their plans.

On Thursday, train stations and airports were already crowded with travellers who changed their itineraries to leave a day earlier after learning about the planned cancellations of flights and train services.

Mika Nakamoto, a 19-year-old university student from Kobe in western Japan, was scheduled to travel on Friday to attend a music event in Chiba Prefecture near Tokyo but switched her ticket to a day earlier.

"It was a hassle to change the ticket because most of the seats were booked," she said at the Shin-Osaka Station.

"My plane won't fly, and my sister will not be able to come," said Yuki Nishiyori from Chiba, who was planning to meet her family in Yamaguchi prefecture by flying out of Haneda airport on Friday.

Although the risk of the strong typhoon making landfall is currently not high, it is expected to bring violent winds and heavy rainfall as it nears eastern and northeastern Japan on Friday and Saturday.

As of 6pm Thursday, the typhoon was located around 260km south-southeast of Hachijo Island, travelling northward at about 20km per hour.

In the 24 hours from 6pm Thursday, the typhoon is forecast to bring up to 300 millimetres of rain to the Kanto-Koshin region, which includes Tokyo, 200mm in the Tokai region and 120mm in the Tohoku region.

From 6pm Friday, 200mm of rain is expected to fall on the Kanto-Koshin region, and 150mm in the Tohoku region over the following 24 hours.
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                  Coalition unites behind Paetongtarn for PM                

                Thaksin's daughter to be proposed as country's next prime minister at House meeting on Friday
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                                The parties in the coalition government have united behind Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra to be selected as the country's next prime minister when the House of Representatives meets on Friday.
If her nomination is approved, the 37-year-old daughter of former premier and Pheu Thai patriarch Thaksin Shinawatra would become the youngest prime minister in the country's history. She would succeed Srettha Thavisin, who was dismissed on Wednesday by the Constitutional Court for an ethical violation.

Ms Paetongtarn would also be the third member of the Shinawatra family to hold the job after Thaksin and her aunt Yingluck. Thaksin's brother-in-law Somchai Wongsawat also served briefly in the role in 2008.

The announcement of her selection at a press conference on Thursday evening came as something of a surprise. It was reported earlier that key coalition figures met at Thaksin's residence on Wednesday evening and decided to choose Chaikasem Nitisiri, 75, a former justice minister and attorney-general.

But reports emerged on Thursday morning of opposition to the nomination of Mr Chaikasem from coalition parties and many Pheu Thai MPs. They noted that he had once declared support for amending the lese majeste law when he had been the strategy chief of Pheu Thai.

Politicians express opinions about the law at their peril, as the Move Forward Party learned earlier this month. It was dissolved by the Constitutional Court, which said the party's policy to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code amounted to a threat to the constitutional monarchy.

On Thursday afternoon the Pheu Thai executive board chose Ms Paetongtarn as the party's candidate.

"I thank the Pheu Thai Party and coalition parties for my nomination. I will do my best to bring the nation out of its economic crisis," Ms Paetongtarn said at the press conference.

She also said she regretted that Mr Srettha had been removed because he had worked hard.

She was surrounded by leaders of the Bhumjaithai, Palang Pracharath, Chartthaipattana, Prachachat, Chart Pattana Kla, Sereeruamthai and Thai Ruamphalang parties. The coalition has a total of 314 MPs in the 493-seat House.

Fatherly advice

Ms Paetongtarn also said her father had prime ministerial experience and was ready to advise her.

Acting prime minister Phumtham Wechayachai of Pheu Thai confirmed that the party's MPs backed Ms Paetongtarn, and he too expressed hope that Thaksin could give her advice.

Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul said earlier on Thursday that his party would support whoever Pheu Thai proposed in Friday's vote.

Bhumjaithai is the second-largest party in the coalition and Mr Anutin was also considered a strong contender for the premier's job.

Pheu Thai secretary-general Sorawong Thienthong said all coalition parties supported the decision and would vote for Ms Paetongtarn on Friday.

The House sitting is scheduled to begin at 10am on Friday. A simple majority of the 493 members is required to approve the new prime minister.

Ms Paetongtarn holds a bachelor's degree in political science from Chulalongkorn University, and a master's degree in international hotel management from the University of Surrey in England.

She is the largest shareholder of SC Asset Corp, with a 28.5% stake in the SET-listed real estate developer formerly run by Ms Yingluck. She is also the chief executive for hotel business of Rende Development Co, which is run by her sister, Pintongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong, and has the luxurious Rosewood Hotel in Bangkok as a major project.

Before assuming the premier's role, Ms Paetongtarn will need to relinquish her business roles and comply with share ownership restrictions.

Ms Paetongtarn and her husband Pitaka Suksawat have two children: a daughter and a son born during the election campaign last year.
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                  Vietnam jails prominent activist for 5 years on anti-state charges                
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                                HANOI - A Vietnamese court sentenced prominent activist Nguyen Chi Tuyen to five years in prison after finding him guilty of anti-state activities in a one-day trial on Thursday, two of his lawyers said.
Tuyen, 50, had participated in environmental and anti-China protests, voiced support for other jailed activists, and wrote about Vietnam's socio-political issues on his social media accounts.

The conviction is the latest in what rights groups say is the government's wide-ranging attempt to silence voices critical of the ruling Vietnamese Communist Party, which maintains tight media censorship and tolerates little dissent.

Vietnam's government has dismissed allegations it targets dissenting voices and says it is prosecuting lawbreakers.

Tuyen was convicted of "making, storing or distributing information, materials, documents to oppose the state of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam" after the one-day trial in Hanoi, according to his lawyers.

"Tuyen didn't plead guilty at the trial because he thought he hadn't done anything wrong," said one of his lawyers, Le Dinh Viet, adding that Tuyen will decide whether to appeal the verdict within the next 15 days.

Ahead of Thursday's trial and sentencing, Human Rights Watch (HRW) had called on authorities to drop all charges against Tuyen and release him immediately.

"Vietnam's authorities have targeted Nguyen Chi Tuyen for expressing views they don't like," said Patricia Gossman, its deputy Asia director.

"The government should stop jailing peaceful critics, repeal its draconian penal laws, and end the systematic violation of basic rights," she said.

Following Tuyen's arrest in March, the Ministry of Public Security in a statement said, "there is no such thing as a prisoner of conscience, and there is no such thing as people being arrested for freely expressing their opinions in Vietnam."
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                  Five injured in Chao Phraya boat collision                

                Two foreigners and three Thais treated after empty craft strikes Chao Phraya Express boat
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                                Five people, including two foreigners, were injured when an empty boat hit their express boat on the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok on Thursday.
The Marine Department said the accident happened near the mouth of the Bangkok Noi Canal at 12.34pm when the empty Wan-Ngarm Nawa 8 that was heading for the canal smashed into the right side of the Chao Phraya Express 194.

Five passengers -- three Thai women and two Canadian men -- on the Chao Phraya Express 194 sustained minor injuries and have since been discharged from Siriraj Hospital.

The injured Canadians were father and son, Niwat Lertnamvongwan, 48, and Vir Lertnamvongwan, 24. They suffered head and leg injuries.

The three Thais were Somruethai Thongkhomkham, 30, Naruemon Thongkhomkham, 49, and Ratchaneekorn Kladkaew, 51.

						

							
						


The impact damaged the roof and five roof poles of the Chao Phraya Express 194. The Marine Department is investigating the cause of the collision.

The incident comes about two months after four Chinese tourists were hurt when a long-tailed tour boat collided with a Royal Thai Navy ferry near the Tha Tien pier.

[image: The scraped bow of the Wan-Ngarm Nawa 8 boat. (Photo: Marine Department)]
The scraped bow of the Wan-Ngarm Nawa 8 boat. (Photo: Marine Department)



[image: The Chao Phraya Express 194 boat was damaged after the collision in the Chao Phraya River on Thursday. (Photo: Marine Department)]
Staff of the Chao Phraya Express 194 boat inspect the damage after a collision on the river on Thursday. (Photo: Marine Department)
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                  Kim Dotcom loses 12-year battle against extradition                

                New Zealand ready to send boss of defunct file-sharing site Megaupload to US to face charges
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                                WELLINGTON - Kim Dotcom, who is facing criminal charges relating to the defunct file-sharing website Megaupload, has lost a 12-year battle against extradition to the United States.
New Zealand Justice Minister Paul Goldsmith has signed an extradition order for Dotcom, a spokesperson for the minister said on Thursday.

Germany-born Dotcom, who has New Zealand residency, has been fighting extradition to the US since 2012 following an FBI-ordered raid on his Auckland mansion.

"I considered all of the information carefully, and have decided that Mr Dotcom should be surrendered to the US to face trial," Mr Goldsmith said in a statement.

"As is common practice, I have allowed Mr Dotcom a short period of time to consider and take advice on my decision. I will not, therefore, be commenting further at this stage."

In a post on X on Tuesday, Dotcom said "the obedient US colony in the South Pacific just decided to extradite me for what users uploaded to Megaupload", in what appears to be a reference to the extradition order.

Reuters could not immediately contact Dotcom for a response.

US authorities say Dotcom and three other Megaupload executives cost film studios and record companies more than $500 million by encouraging paying users to store and share copyrighted material, which generated more than $175 million in revenue for the website.

The company's chief marketing officer Finn Batato and chief technical officer and co-founder Mathias Ortmann, both from Germany, along with a third executive Dutch national Bram van der Kolk were arrested with Dotcom in 2012.

Ortmann and van der Kolk entered plea deals that resulted in them being sentenced in 2023 to jail terms in New Zealand but allowed them to avoid extradition. Batato died in 2022 in New Zealand.
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                  13 soldiers held over recruit's death                

                18-year-old endured repeated physical punishments during training in Chon Buri
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                                More than a dozen soldiers from the 21st Infantry Regiment involved in the death of an 18-year-old recruit have been detained, the Royal Thai Army says, adding that compensation will be provided to the victim's family.
Worapratch Phadmasakul was reported to have died on Aug 2 from injuries sustained from punishments meted out during training in June, deputy army spokesman Col Ritcha Suksuwanon said on Thursday.

Thirteen drill instructors have been accused of fatally assaulting him. They are being detained at the 14th Military Circle Prison in Chon Buri while an investigation is carried out.

Disciplinary action has also been taken against three commanders for failing to supervise their subordinates.

Col Ritcha said the First Army Area, under which the circle and regiment fall, promised to help the dead soldier's family with legal procedures and provide compensation.

Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, chairman of the House committee on the armed forces, said on his X account on Thursday that the committee would invite soldiers from the regiment for further questioning on the matter.

The committee will submit its findings to the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) and to prosecutors for possible further charges under the Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act, he said.

According to Mr Wiroj, a People's Party MP, Worapratch was the second soldier to have died during training at the military camp.

Nitchanan Wangkahat, a former Chon Buri MP candidate from the now-dissolved Move Forward Party, said on Facebook that she went to Worapratch's funeral and spoke with his parents.

He was reported to have voluntarily joined the army after being recruited by registrars.

According to Ms Nitchanan, he submitted his first application in November but was rejected due to his weight. After losing more than 10 kilogrammes, he applied for the second time in May and was accepted.

Ms Nitchanan said that on May 26, not long after he joined the army, his family learned he had lost another 10 kilogrammes.

He did not make any complaints to the family about the training.

On June 22, Worapratch was reported to have a weak pulse after being physically assaulted by drill instructors on two occasions.

Ms Nitchanan said he was not taken to the hospital after the first assault. He complained about the delay in medical assistance to the camp's supervisor, and that caused the second assault. All the instructors deny the charges.

The soldier eventually received treatment at Fort Nawamintharachini Hospital, according to local media reports. He was later transferred to Phramongkutklao Hospital in Bangkok but succumbed to his injuries on Aug 2.
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                  Coalition unites behind Paetongtarn for PM                

                Thaksin's daughter to be proposed as country's next prime minister at House meeting on Friday
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                                The parties in the coalition government have united behind Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra to be selected as the country's next prime minister when the House of Representatives meets on Friday.
If her nomination is approved, the 37-year-old daughter of former premier and Pheu Thai patriarch Thaksin Shinawatra would become the youngest prime minister in the country's history. She would succeed Srettha Thavisin, who was dismissed on Wednesday by the Constitutional Court for an ethical violation.

Ms Paetongtarn would also be the third member of the Shinawatra family to hold the job after Thaksin and her aunt Yingluck. Thaksin's brother-in-law Somchai Wongsawat also served briefly in the role in 2008.

The announcement of her selection at a press conference on Thursday evening came as something of a surprise. It was reported earlier that key coalition figures met at Thaksin's residence on Wednesday evening and decided to choose Chaikasem Nitisiri, 75, a former justice minister and attorney-general.

But reports emerged on Thursday morning of opposition to the nomination of Mr Chaikasem from coalition parties and many Pheu Thai MPs. They noted that he had once declared support for amending the lese majeste law when he had been the strategy chief of Pheu Thai.

Politicians express opinions about the law at their peril, as the Move Forward Party learned earlier this month. It was dissolved by the Constitutional Court, which said the party's policy to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code amounted to a threat to the constitutional monarchy.

On Thursday afternoon the Pheu Thai executive board chose Ms Paetongtarn as the party's candidate.

"I thank the Pheu Thai Party and coalition parties for my nomination. I will do my best to bring the nation out of its economic crisis," Ms Paetongtarn said at the press conference.

She also said she regretted that Mr Srettha had been removed because he had worked hard.

She was surrounded by leaders of the Bhumjaithai, Palang Pracharath, Chartthaipattana, Prachachat, Chart Pattana Kla, Sereeruamthai and Thai Ruamphalang parties. The coalition has a total of 314 MPs in the 493-seat House.

Fatherly advice

Ms Paetongtarn also said her father had prime ministerial experience and was ready to advise her.

Acting prime minister Phumtham Wechayachai of Pheu Thai confirmed that the party's MPs backed Ms Paetongtarn, and he too expressed hope that Thaksin could give her advice.

Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul said earlier on Thursday that his party would support whoever Pheu Thai proposed in Friday's vote.

Bhumjaithai is the second-largest party in the coalition and Mr Anutin was also considered a strong contender for the premier's job.

Pheu Thai secretary-general Sorawong Thienthong said all coalition parties supported the decision and would vote for Ms Paetongtarn on Friday.

The House sitting is scheduled to begin at 10am on Friday. A simple majority of the 493 members is required to approve the new prime minister.

Ms Paetongtarn holds a bachelor's degree in political science from Chulalongkorn University, and a master's degree in international hotel management from the University of Surrey in England.

She is the largest shareholder of SC Asset Corp, with a 28.5% stake in the SET-listed real estate developer formerly run by Ms Yingluck. She is also the chief executive for hotel business of Rende Development Co, which is run by her sister, Pintongta Shinawatra Kunakornwong, and has the luxurious Rosewood Hotel in Bangkok as a major project.

Before assuming the premier's role, Ms Paetongtarn will need to relinquish her business roles and comply with share ownership restrictions.

Ms Paetongtarn and her husband Pitaka Suksawat have two children: a daughter and a son born during the election campaign last year.

[image: Paetongtarn Shinawatra posted a picture of herself having lunch with former PM Srettha Thavisin on her official Instagram account on Thursday. (@ingshin21 IG)]
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                  Chaikasem ready to be next PM, denies reports of poor health                

                Bhumjaithai will support Pheu Thai's PM candidate, says Anutin
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                                Pheu Thai Party member and former justice minister Chaikasem Nitisiri has confirmed his readiness to become the next prime minister, dismissing reports about his health.
The 75-year-old candidate for the prime minister's post on Thursday gave an interview to the "Political View" programme on Thai PBS television station, saying he is ready to perform his duty if parliament supports him. 

He noted that Pheu Thai had informed him that it would nominate him as its candidate for the 31st prime minister during a vote in parliament on Friday.

Mr Chaikasem, a former attorney general under the Yingluck Shinawatra administration, insisted that his health will not hinder his ability to serve, despite having undergone surgery for a blood clot. He was hospitalised while campaigning in Nan province in April last year but has since recovered after three months of treatment, with no ongoing health concerns.

He said clarity is needed regarding the nomination due to the current political uncertainty. Support from other coalition parties is also important, although he reported no opposition so far.

Pheu Thai held a meeting on Thursday to decide between Mr Chaikasem and party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, 37, as their final candidate.

[image: Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra. (File photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)]
Pheu Thai Party leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra. (File photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)



Bhumjaithai leader Anutin Charnvirakul said on Thursday that his party will support Pheu Thai's prime ministerial candidate ahead of Friday's parliamentary vote on a new premier. Bhumjaithai is the second-largest party in the government's coalition.

The House of Representatives will meet on Friday to vote on a new prime minister following the Constitutional Court's ruling to dismiss Srettha Thavisin on Wednesday.

Key government figures reportedly agreed to put Mr Chaikasem's name forward after talks on Wednesday night with former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra at his family's Ban Chan Song La residence on Soi Charan Sanitwong 69 in Bangkok's Bang Phlat district.

On Thursday morning, Mr Srettha changed his profile photo on Facebook and X, showing himself in a suit with his pet dog, and removed his title as prime minister from his social media accounts.

Many netizens offered him moral support.

[image: Former prime minister Srettha Thavisin poses for a photo with his pet dog. (Photo: Srettha Thavisin's Facebook)]
Former prime minister Srettha Thavisin poses for a photo with his pet dog. (Photo: Srettha Thavisin's Facebook)
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                  People's Party will continue leading opposition                
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                                The People's Party leader said it will continue to lead the opposition as the biggest party in parliament and would not back the current coalition ahead of a Friday's House vote on a new premier.
Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut said on Thursday that the People's Party would not vote for Pheu Thai Party's Chaikasem Nitisiri, a former attorney-general and justice minister who is a possible candidate for premier.

The People's Party is the latest incarnation of the Move Forward Party (MFP), which was dissolved by the Constitutional Court last week. The court ruled that Move Forward was guilty of jeopardising the constitutional monarchy and national security.

Pheu Thai members will meet on Thursday afternoon to decide which of its two eligible candidates to nominate.

On Wednesday, the charter court found Srettha Thavisin guilty of a gross violation of ethics for appointing ex-convict Pichit Chuenban as a Prime Minister's Office minister. The ruling resulted in Mr Srettha being dismissed as prime minister after less than a year in office and also terminated all positions in the cabinet.


	Read more: People's Party told to carefully check donations



Meanwhile, Palang Pracharath senior member Santi Promphat said on Thursday that his party will support coalition partner Pheu Thai's candidates for prime minister.

Palang Pracharath, which was the political vehicle of the country's last military government, is the third-largest in the alliance with 40 house seats. The party is led by Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, who could potentially be one of the contenders.

[image: ]
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                  Pheu Thai sticks to digital wallet plan                

                Deputy finance minister also says dismissal of PM won't affect consideration of 2025 budget
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Julapun Amornvivat smiles as he received a shirt from supporters of the digital wallet scheme at the Pheu Thai Party's headquarters in Bangkok in October last year. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
                                              
                          Julapun Amornvivat smiles as he received a shirt from supporters of the digital wallet scheme at the Pheu Thai Party's headquarters in Bangkok in October last year. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)                        

                                          

                  

                                The 10,000-baht digital wallet project faces uncertainty after the removal of the previous cabinet, but the Pheu Thai Party is committed to advocating for its flagship policy in the next government, said caretaker Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
Mr Julapun, a member of Pheu Thai, said on Thursday that he could not guarantee the continuation of projects from the past administration. However, if Pheu Thai joins the next coalition, it will prioritise the digital wallet scheme as a key policy.  

"I can confirm that the Pheu Thai Party, with 141 House representatives, will propose the 10,000-baht handout project if it joins the next coalition government," he said.

The caretaker cabinet will meet on Thursday afternoon to appoint an acting prime minister and outline the responsibilities during the transitional period. Some government projects might face delays, he added.

Mr Julapun also advised those who downloaded the Thang Rath application for the cash handout scheme to keep the app, emphasising its usefulness for accessing a wide range of public services and its security.

The Pheu Thai-led coalition became a caretaker government on Wednesday after the Constitutional Court removed prime minister Srettha Thavisin due to the unethical appointment of a former Prime Minister's Office minister.

The cash handout scheme was intended to distribute digital money in the fourth quarter of this year but has faced repeated delays due to concerns from authorities, including the Bank of Thailand (BoT).

In a related development, Mr Julapun said the 3.75-trillion=baht national budget for the 2025 fiscal year will not be delayed despite the events of this week.

"The budget is in the parliamentary process ... so it can continue to proceed," he told reporters.

The budget bill for the fiscal year starting on Oct 1 passed its first parliamentary vote in June, and there will be a series of further votes before it can be enacted.

The bill will still need to pass second and third readings in the lower house before being sent for Senate and royal approval.
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                  Industry leaders target continuity                

                Premier's dismissal may dent investment
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                                Thailand's economic outlook is in disarray following the removal of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin in an ethics case that involved his appointment of a lawyer with a criminal conviction to his cabinet.
Mr Srettha's administration planned to rejuvenate the economy through various populist initiatives, including its flagship digital wallet handout expected to inject around 450 billion baht into the economy.

The handout was estimated to increase economic growth by 1.2-1.8 percentage points over the course of the scheme, but the turmoil surrounding his ouster now threatens to derail these efforts.

REAL SHOCK

The verdict to remove Mr Srettha from his post was a "real shock" to the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), which is concerned about the discontinuation of government policies, as this would deal a blow to the Thai economy, especially investment.

Investors always consider whether certain economic policies will continue if an unwanted event occurs that terminates a government's ongoing work, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Some investors who delayed their decision to invest in new projects may decide not to expand their businesses in Thailand, said Mr Kriengkrai.

It is quite possible these investors will shift their investment plans to neighbouring countries, he said.

Before the court's verdict, many investors asked the FTI about the political outlook in Thailand as they wanted clear and accurate information to plan their investment here.

"They were in wait-and-see mode. After the court verdict, they can make their decision more easily," said Mr Kriengkrai.

The FTI wants Thailand to ensure the continuity of government policies, promoting and encouraging both Thai and foreign investors to grow their businesses in the country.

Uncertainties, especially in politics, can cause Thailand to lose many business opportunities, he said.

Acting Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat agreed, saying the premier's removal is likely to impact investor confidence and affect the implementation of various government policies.

Regarding the digital wallet handout, Mr Julapun said the scheme will need to wait for a new government, but the Pheu Thai Party, which is leading the formation of a new government, is committed to pushing forward with the party's key policies, including the digital wallet scheme.

The scheme was expected to be unveiled in the fourth quarter this year.

LIMITED IMPACT

Somjai Phagaphasvivat, an independent political and economic analyst, said the impact of Mr Srettha's removal will likely have a psychological effect on the Stock Exchange of Thailand, possibly causing foreign investors to delay their investments in Thailand.

However, this impact is unlikely to last long, as the coalition government will likely remain the same, he said.

While the next prime minister is a mystery, including whether the candidate will hail from the Pheu Thai Party, Mr Somjai said he believes the government's key policies, especially the digital wallet handout, will be implemented.

"Even if the new prime minister is not from the Pheu Thai Party, the party still holds the most seats in the coalition government, giving it bargaining power in a new administration," he said.

"Under a new government with the same coalition parties, the continuity of government policies, including the digital wallet, Ignite Thailand and other projects, will remain intact."

Chaichan Chareonsuk, chairman of the Thai National Shippers' Council, described the Constitutional Court's dismissal of Mr Srettha as a reset for the government.

He said the process of selecting a new leader should not be prolonged, as it could have serious repercussions for exports and foreign direct investment.

"The government must act swiftly to restore investor confidence and trust, as the political vacuum caused by this removal could undermine business confidence and hinder the country's economic growth this year," said Mr Chaichan.

He stressed that the caretaker government should adhere to a unified policy, establishing a strategic action plan that can be implemented immediately.

SEAMLESS TRANSITION

Aswin Yangkirativorn, chief executive of Thai Lion Air, said the new prime minister and cabinet should continue the tourism and aviation policies from the previous government led by Mr Srettha, including Ignite Tourism Thailand and the aviation hub scheme.

In the past year, the government implemented policies and promoted tourism, including granting visa-free entry for travellers from 93 countries to Thailand, as well as pushing the nation as a concerts and events hub.

The administration also proposed developing and investing in new airports, which Mr Aswin said is an initiative that should be maintained.

He said this upheaval should not disrupt tourism sentiment, and travellers will continue to visit Thailand.

Additional reporting by Molpasorn Shoowong
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2847287/industry-leaders-target-continuity



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Discovering Chachoengsao

									A short trip from Bangkok lies the historic Ban Mai Market, temples and farms that blend tradition with modern experiences
								

								Weekends bring life to the century-old Ban Mai Market in Chachoengsao, where local vendors set up stalls to offer a wide range of local delicacies like chaenglon (grilled fish cake), galorgee (rice dumpling topped with black and white sesame), kanom tuay (coconut rice custard) and hoi jo (deep-fried crab meat rolls) that evokes a rush of nostalgia.
								Standing along the banks of the Bang Pakong River, meandering through an intricate network of classic wood shophouses can whisk visitors back to the reign of King Rama III when Chinese migrants turned this neighbourhood into a bustling trading hub.

Surrounded by plantations of pineapple, sugar cane and vegetable fields, Chinese marine merchants gathered here to exchange both wild and agricultural goods. After the original riverside market burned down in 1904, this one was built in its stead as a memorial to the old Chinese community.

Around 60 years ago, it was home to more than a hundred gold jewellery shops, eateries, coffee shops, Thai bakeries, barbershops, fashion boutiques, drug stores, gambling and opium dens as well as blacksmith workshops. Later, it became stagnant and was abandoned as transportation switched from the river to the roadways, and the younger generation relocated to midtown and other big cities.

In 2004, the community revived this market to attract holidaymakers and emphasise the allure of a waterfront lifestyle. Here, visitors can also visit two Chinese shrines and worship local gods and goddesses for luck, good health and wealth.

[image: The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market.]
The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market.
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One of the inhabitants has transformed his home into a living museum, displaying a collection of Coca-Cola mementos as well as old Japanese-style porcelain kitchenware. If shoppers need something light, tastefully furnished cafes are the perfect spot to enjoy breathtaking views of the verdant mangrove forest and the river while savouring good coffee and local pastries.

Located a five-minute walk from the old market, Wat Chin Pracha Samoson (Leng Hok Yi) was erected in 1906 to represent the dragon of fortune. According to feng shui principles, this area is supposed to resemble the dragon's belly, with its head situated at Wat Mangkon Kamalawat in Bangkok and its tail at Wat Mangkorn Buppharam in Chanthaburi.

Focusing on graceful simplicity, papier-mache statues of Four Heavenly Gods serve as guardians at the marble-like entrance as revered papier-mache statues of three principle Buddhas sit in a main hall, where worshippers can pray for wealth, success, good health and intelligence.

Inside, the temple also houses a number of Chinese deities such as Cai Shen (the God of Wealth), Tai Sui (the God of the Age), Hundred Handed Guan Yin and Phra Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha).

A short distance away, devotees may continue their pilgrimages to Wat Uphai Phatikaram, which was built in 1906 by Long Zhu Hi and Long Zhu Daeng. A year later, King Chulalongkorn visited the temple and donated 200 baht to rebuild the main hall and refurbish a replica of Phra Trai Rattana Nayok (Luang Pho To) from Wat Phanan Choeng in Ayutthaya. The statue prompted people to pray for wealth and good health since it has medicine in its hands and a golden dragon-like stucco on its base.
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Not far away, the Eight Immortals Shrine is another great place for Chinese devotees to learn more about their cultural heritage. With a budget of more than 200 million baht, it was the idea of the Sawang Srattha Thammasathan Foundation to transform the 24 rai of fruit and vegetable plantations into a peaceful sanctuary where local worshippers can perform various annual rituals to preserve their Chinese traditions.

Established in 2011, the shrine is modelled after Beijing Palace and has rendered applied Teochew-style architectural designs through a series of low-bas relief murals that recount the epic of Three Kingdoms, Chinese myths and the Eight Immortals.

The 1st floor is devoted to Buddha Maitreya, who bestows wealth, prosperity and success upon pilgrims. On the 2nd floor, visitors can write down their names and birthdays on a paper to beg for protection from the Eight Immortals, Guan Yin, Hua Tuo and Tai Sui (the God of the Age).

Here, the walls are covered with vibrant three-dimensional paintings that illustrate a group of highly revered deities, Chinese lifestyles and some scenes from old China's villages, creating a beautiful setting for selfies. Outside, Maitreya Bodhisattva Park is home to a group of 18 Arhats who watch over the towering gold sculptures of Buddha Maitreya, Guan Yin and Jigong.

Leaving the former commercial centre, I headed out to Ban Pho district and experienced life as a rancher at Mini Murrah Farm. Run by Ranchuan Hengtrakulsilp and her family, it was launched in 2013 as a replica of Thailand's first buffalo dairy farm, with an aim of educating people of all ages about organic farming for sustainable living.

Set against a backdrop of green plantations and rice fields, families may congregate in a courtyard to watch animals go about their daily lives and to feed a huge number of goats, bunnies and pigs. It's a quick stroll to a buffalo pen where staff members demonstrate how to raise buffaloes and collect their milk, which has nearly double the calcium and protein content of cow and goat milk, but lower cholesterol.

Exploring the farmland, visitors may discover more about integrated farming. Riding a mudslide is becoming a popular choice for kids looking for hands-on experiences, while those with more time can enjoy creative programmes that include cultivating vegetables, farming rice, making salted duck eggs, and preparing chocolate and pizza with buffalo milk and cheese.

[image: The Eight Immortals Shrine draws inspiration from Beijing Palace.]
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To boost energy during the day, Mini Murrah Farm restaurant and Moo Moo cafe offer a blend of Thai and Western dishes, snacks, drinks, desserts and ice cream made from buffalo dairy rather than cow milk that are ideal for those who are lactose intolerant. Murrah pasteurised and sterilised milk and yoghurts are also available.

After winding through a labyrinth of massive orchards and ditches, my journey came to an end at Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden, which is nestled in Bang Khla district. It spans a 60 rai plot of land and belongs to Maneerat Itayopaskul and her family, who have learned to capitalise on the growth of tourism to promote their innovative agricultural practices and way of life in the community.

"The Hokkien community is in this neighbourhood. My grandpa moved from China and built his house close to the Bang Pakong River, as it's a great spot for cultivation. Focusing on integrated agricultural methods, he began raising betel palms, poultry, ducks and pigs. Then he realised that this place had the perfect soil for producing aromatic coconuts because it was surrounded by both freshwater and brackish water," Maneerat said.

[image: Wat Uphai Phatikaram houses a replica of Phra Trai Rattana Nayok from Wat Phanan Choeng in Ayutthaya.]
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"A coconut palm tree takes four years to grow and can survive for 20-30 years. Our fruits received multiple accolades for their fragrance and sweet juice. As a result, The Mall, Siam Paragon and The Emporium have chosen to offer our coconuts for two decades."

Seven years ago, Maneerat turned her home into a restaurant and learning centre. It's only open between November and February when customers may feast on delectable local cuisine under the shadow of 2,000 coconut palm trees. Using family recipes, she creates a seasonal menu that features delectable dishes like pad Thai, grilled prawns, kaphrao with young coconut, coconut chiffon, coconut flakes, coconut pudding, coconut jelly and fresh coconut milk.

Recently, she launched a new cafe where visitors may come on weekends and sample a variety of beverages like coconut coffee, coconut iced black coffee, coconut green tea, coconut pink milk and coconut cocoa.

[image: Mini Murrah Farm.]
Mini Murrah Farm.
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Travel info


	The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market is on Suphakit Road, Muang district, Chachoengsao. It's open on Saturdays and Sundays from 9am-5pm. Visit facebook.com/100-year-oldBanMaiMarket (in Thai).

	Mini Murrah Farm is at 79/4, Ban Pho district, Chachoengsao. It's open daily from 9am-6pm. Admission is free. Call 081-819-2819 or visit minimurrahfarm.com.

	Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden is in Bang Khla district, Chachoengsao. The new cafe is open on Saturdays and Sundays from 9am-4pm. Call 085-082-0728 or visit facebook.com/unclered.coconut.
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                  More than 400 resorts face chop                

                Inspections could lead to closures
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                                The Agriculture and Cooperatives Ministry has kicked off inspections which could lead to the demolition of more than 400 resorts for encroaching on public land in Nakhon Ratchasima's Wang Nam Khieo district.
Thanadol Suwannarit, chairman of the ministry's task force investigating cases of illegal land ownership under the Agricultural Land Reform Office (Alro), led a raid on the Golden Mountain Resort in tambon Wang Nam Khieo in a joint operation with the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) and the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) on Tuesday.

The resort is located on 73 rai of land and is jointly owned by a former local politician, known as Kamnan Nor, and two other individuals.

Kamnan Nor served as MP for Nakhon Ratchasima from 2007 to 2018. He was a member of the Puea Pandin Party, the Bhumjaithai Party, the Palang Pracharath Party and the Thai Local Power Party.

The three co-owners were charged with encroachment by the Nakhon Ratchasima Provincial Land Reform Office in 2013.

The case was settled in 2018, with the court ruling the three must demolish their property and restore the land to its original state by 2020.

They were also required to pay 1.98 million baht in damages with interest.

Mr Thanadol said the raid was carried out as ordered by Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Thamanat Prompow.

At least 437 other resorts in Wang Nam Khieo district have encroached on public land, reports say.

Ten of them, including the Golden Mountain Resort, have been ordered demolished by the court.

Alro will demolish Golden Mountain Resort, which consists of 18 buildings.

The office also plans to file a case in the Civil Court against the owners of encroaching resorts to obtain compensation for damages and press for demolition costs.

The Nakhon Ratchasima Provincial Land Reform Office will inspect the resorts before deciding whether they should be demolished and seek court orders for the demolitions.

According to Mr Thanadol, the agency will file criminal cases against owners of resorts found guilty of encroachment.

It was also reported many residents in Wang Nam Khieo district support the move to reclaim land from such businesses and want Alro to either rent out the land, use it to serve the public interest or allocate it to landless farmers.
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                  CPF hits back at blackchin tilapia allegations                

                Company threatens accusers with lawsuit
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                                Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) vows to sue individuals accusing the company of being involved in the spread of blackchin tilapia, as the fish were strictly quarantined at its farm in Samut Songkhram during previous research on the African species.
Prasit Boondoungprasert, chief executive of CPF, stressed that the company is not responsible for its spread and will protect its reputation against misinformation by taking legal action against those disseminating false images and information that misrepresent the facts.

He said CPF conducted the research to improve the Nile tilapia breed and reduce inbreeding. This led to the decision to scientifically import fish named Sarotherodon melanotheron from Ghana in 2006.

Although the goal was to import 5,000 fish, only 2,000 were imported in 2010 because of delays.

Upon arrival at Suvarnabhumi airport, the young fish were handled in accordance with procedures outlined to the Higher Education, Science and Innovation Committee and its subcommittees.

The fry were inspected upon arrival at the airport, with more than 70% found dead because of the long journey.

FISH QUARANTINE

The remaining 600 fish were placed in a cement pond with an eight-tonne water capacity at Yisan Farm, not in an earthen pond as falsely reported, said Mr Prasit.

This was part of a quarantine process following biosecurity standards, countering the claim that the fish were continuously raised in earthen ponds from 2010-2017.

PROJECT TERMINATED

Due to high mortality rates during the quarantine, the research was abandoned as the sample size was insufficient.

CPF researchers sought and received permission from the Department of Fisheries to destroy the remaining fry. The fish carcasses were then handed over to the department.

Mr Prasit clarified and addressed concerns about the company's compliance with import conditions set by the Biodiversity and Safety Committee, which looked into three issues.

The first was to report post-experiment results. Since the fry did not survive the quarantine, the research goals were unmet, causing the company to discontinue the project. The Department of Fisheries was notified of the decision on Jan 6, 2011.

The second involved fin sample collection. Fin collection was not feasible due to the weakened condition of the fish. The Department of Fisheries was responsible for ensuring proper species identification, which they verified on-site.

The third was the destruction of fish. Mr Prasit said the company complied with regulations by destroying all remaining fish and notifying fisheries officials who inspected the process. The fish were disposed of safely using chlorine and formalin, followed by burial with lime to prevent contamination.

FINDINGS CLARIFIED

Mr Prasit noted the difference between the 2020 and 2022 research findings.

The 2020 study indicated that blackchin tilapia in Thailand could be divided into 2-3 subgroups with high genetic variation. In contrast, the 2022 study, which used different methods, suggested the fish likely came from the same source but did not show significant genetic variation based on geographic distance.

This suggests human activity, possibly illegal breeding or using the fish as bait, could have contributed to the distribution of the species.

ADDRESSING MISINFORMATION

Mr Prasit said CPF will act against the use of false images and information that misrepresent the company, causing public misunderstanding.

Examples of misinformation include a distorted aerial image. The image of the Yisan Farm area was altered, misrepresenting the farm's layout, which in reality is used for breeding Nile tilapia, red tilapia and other sea fish, he said.

There was also a report of a misleading pond image. The photo falsely claiming to show the Yisan Farm's earthen pond used for breeding blackchin tilapia is inaccurate. The farm was closed for renovations during the period in question, Mr Prasit argued.

An egg selection image was a problem. The picture labelled as "selecting blackchin tilapia eggs" misrepresents the company's practices.

"I want to reaffirm that CPF is not responsible for the spread of blackchin tilapia. We will take necessary legal actions to protect the company's integrity against the use of false images and information," Mr Prasit said.
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																Thai politics has again plunged into a precarious position after the Constitutional Court's judges ruled 5:4 that Srettha Thavisin is unfit to be prime minister because he appointed an ex-convict as a cabinet minister.
The charter court ruled that Mr Srettha violated constitutional ethics by appointing Pichit Chuenban as a minister of the Prime Minister's Office despite being unqualified for the position. Pichit was jailed for contempt of court following a bribery attempt in 2008.

The charter court also ruled that the whole cabinet be removed.

The prime minister's disqualification does not bode well for Thailand's profile, as investors will likely consider the country's political stability. Without the workaholic, energetic and businesswise Mr Srettha, questions arise.

Is the 500-billion-baht digital wallet scheme still ongoing? What will be the fate of the Southern Land Bridge that he promised foreign investors during a series of overseas roadshows? What will be the direction of the daily minimum wage that he tried to raise?

For real estate developers, Mr Srettha's exit might signal the end to dreams about having business-friendly rules, such as permission to let foreigners own more than 50% of a condominium unit or a 90-year lease to foreigners.

Meanwhile, the most prominent question hangs over the country like a dark cloud -- who will become the next premier?

Parliamentary processes demand the next prime minister be chosen among lists of PM candidates from the 2023 national election. The candidates from the Pheu Thai Party are Chaikasem Nitisiri and the party's leader, Paetongtarn Shinawatra. Then there is former junta leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon from the Palang Pracharath Party and Anutin Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party. There are also Jurin Laksanawisit of the Democrats and two candidates from the United Thai Nation (UTN) Party -- Pirapan Salirathavibhaga and ex-PM Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The appointment of Mr Srettha as PM and the origins of his government were everything but impressive and noble. He was picked from junta-appointed senators after his party, Pheu Thai, backstabbed its former ally, the Move Forward Party.

There are also some positives with the latest development. With new rules and a new Upper Chamber, elected politicians now have a chance to prove that they can do better. It is an opportunity for elected parties to revise their policies, including the pricey digital wallet scheme Mr Srettha fought tooth and nail to realise. With him no longer in the picture, Pheu Thai and its supporting coalition can revise it to make it workable without imposing a massive financial burden on the country.

A new government can also revise public policies such as the daily minimum wage, the Land Bridge, and casino legalisation to make them responsive to current economic, social, and environmental conditions -- not just because they are electoral promises.

The verdict also requires the coalition to form a new government and choose cabinet ministers. This is a chance to shake up the government and replace non-performing ministers with able ones.

Now, the coalition must prove it can work together. The last thing the people want to see is backstabbing and ruthless horsetrading. Whoever the next PM is, he or she must come from the parliamentary process and, above all, represent the country's democracy.
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        Pheu Thai sticks to digital wallet plan
        The 10,000-baht digital wallet project faces uncertainty after the removal of the previous cabinet, but the Pheu Thai Party is committed to advocating for its flagship policy in the next government, said caretaker Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
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        Three-star hotels face further woes
        Despite a resilient recovery, three-star hotels have been unable to raise prices during the third quarter, while tax cuts for second-tier cities could not effectively increase hotel revenue as planned.

      

      
        Huawei sees unstoppable march of 5.5G technology
        The adoption of 5.5G wireless broadband technology is a certainty, according to Chinese digital technology giant Huawei.

      

      
        Srettha's departure to dent ad spending
        Thailand's media spending is expected to contract this year, following the Constitutional Court's removal of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from office on Wednesday.

      

      
        CPF hits back at blackchin tilapia allegations
        Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) vows to sue individuals accusing the company of being involved in the spread of blackchin tilapia, as the fish were strictly quarantined at its farm in Samut Songkhram during previous research on the African species.
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                  Pheu Thai sticks to digital wallet plan                

                Deputy finance minister also says dismissal of PM won't affect consideration of 2025 budget
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                                The 10,000-baht digital wallet project faces uncertainty after the removal of the previous cabinet, but the Pheu Thai Party is committed to advocating for its flagship policy in the next government, said caretaker Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat.
Mr Julapun, a member of Pheu Thai, said on Thursday that he could not guarantee the continuation of projects from the past administration. However, if Pheu Thai joins the next coalition, it will prioritise the digital wallet scheme as a key policy.  

"I can confirm that the Pheu Thai Party, with 141 House representatives, will propose the 10,000-baht handout project if it joins the next coalition government," he said.

The caretaker cabinet will meet on Thursday afternoon to appoint an acting prime minister and outline the responsibilities during the transitional period. Some government projects might face delays, he added.

Mr Julapun also advised those who downloaded the Thang Rath application for the cash handout scheme to keep the app, emphasising its usefulness for accessing a wide range of public services and its security.

The Pheu Thai-led coalition became a caretaker government on Wednesday after the Constitutional Court removed prime minister Srettha Thavisin due to the unethical appointment of a former Prime Minister's Office minister.

The cash handout scheme was intended to distribute digital money in the fourth quarter of this year but has faced repeated delays due to concerns from authorities, including the Bank of Thailand (BoT).

In a related development, Mr Julapun said the 3.75-trillion=baht national budget for the 2025 fiscal year will not be delayed despite the events of this week.

"The budget is in the parliamentary process ... so it can continue to proceed," he told reporters.

The budget bill for the fiscal year starting on Oct 1 passed its first parliamentary vote in June, and there will be a series of further votes before it can be enacted.

The bill will still need to pass second and third readings in the lower house before being sent for Senate and royal approval.
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                                Mercedes-Benz has struck a partnership with the cloud unit of ByteDance, which owns popular short video apps TikTok and Douyin, for "cooperation and exploration" of large language models (LLMs), generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) and big data.
The deal would include the application of ByteDance's LLMs, the technology that powers GenAI applications like ChatGPT, to Mercedes-Benz' in-car systems in China, according to statements issued Tuesday by both the German firm and ByteDance's cloud unit Volcano Engine.

The two companies said they will work to "make future virtual assistants [of the vehicle] smarter and more knowledgeable with the help of LLM's capabilities of intent understanding and logical reasoning". The partnership also aims to "improve the response time of the voice system" and "expand the user cases in voice [interaction], navigation and entertainment", the statements said.

At a time when Western tech firms like Apple and Dell are moving some of their supply chain out of China, Mercedes-Benz vowed its ongoing commitment to China. The German company's China executive vice-president Wang Xin said in the statement that the firm "is increasing its research and development investment in China" and "continues to expand and deepen its cooperation with leading Chinese technology companies".

Mercedes-Benz said it would "expand the collaboration" with Volcano Engine in the future. Cooperation between the two firms dates back to 2023, when ByteDance's Volcano Cheyu app - which gives passengers access to its Douyin short video and Jinri Toutiao news apps - was made available on the Mercedes-Benz E-class, long wheelbase model in China.

The latest deal comes a week after the German carmaker received approval from Beijing to conduct level-4 autonomous driving tests on the city's roads and expressways, the first international carmaker to obtain such a permit in the Chinese capital.

ByteDance, which has made AI development one of its priorities since OpenAI's ChatGPT changed the game when it was launched in November 2022, has been promoting the Doubao LLM family, which was launched in May with prices lower than its peers.

At the same time, ByteDance announced an "automobile LLM ecosystem alliance" with more than 20 carmakers including local firms Geely and Great Wall Motor to expand its influence in the industry. On the Volcano Engine website, Nio, Li Auto and Mercedes-backed autonomous driving start-up Momenta are listed as clients.
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                Premier's dismissal may dent investment
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                                Thailand's economic outlook is in disarray following the removal of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin in an ethics case that involved his appointment of a lawyer with a criminal conviction to his cabinet.
Mr Srettha's administration planned to rejuvenate the economy through various populist initiatives, including its flagship digital wallet handout expected to inject around 450 billion baht into the economy.

The handout was estimated to increase economic growth by 1.2-1.8 percentage points over the course of the scheme, but the turmoil surrounding his ouster now threatens to derail these efforts.

REAL SHOCK

The verdict to remove Mr Srettha from his post was a "real shock" to the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), which is concerned about the discontinuation of government policies, as this would deal a blow to the Thai economy, especially investment.

Investors always consider whether certain economic policies will continue if an unwanted event occurs that terminates a government's ongoing work, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Some investors who delayed their decision to invest in new projects may decide not to expand their businesses in Thailand, said Mr Kriengkrai.

It is quite possible these investors will shift their investment plans to neighbouring countries, he said.

Before the court's verdict, many investors asked the FTI about the political outlook in Thailand as they wanted clear and accurate information to plan their investment here.

"They were in wait-and-see mode. After the court verdict, they can make their decision more easily," said Mr Kriengkrai.

The FTI wants Thailand to ensure the continuity of government policies, promoting and encouraging both Thai and foreign investors to grow their businesses in the country.

Uncertainties, especially in politics, can cause Thailand to lose many business opportunities, he said.

Acting Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat agreed, saying the premier's removal is likely to impact investor confidence and affect the implementation of various government policies.

Regarding the digital wallet handout, Mr Julapun said the scheme will need to wait for a new government, but the Pheu Thai Party, which is leading the formation of a new government, is committed to pushing forward with the party's key policies, including the digital wallet scheme.

The scheme was expected to be unveiled in the fourth quarter this year.

LIMITED IMPACT

Somjai Phagaphasvivat, an independent political and economic analyst, said the impact of Mr Srettha's removal will likely have a psychological effect on the Stock Exchange of Thailand, possibly causing foreign investors to delay their investments in Thailand.

However, this impact is unlikely to last long, as the coalition government will likely remain the same, he said.

While the next prime minister is a mystery, including whether the candidate will hail from the Pheu Thai Party, Mr Somjai said he believes the government's key policies, especially the digital wallet handout, will be implemented.

"Even if the new prime minister is not from the Pheu Thai Party, the party still holds the most seats in the coalition government, giving it bargaining power in a new administration," he said.

"Under a new government with the same coalition parties, the continuity of government policies, including the digital wallet, Ignite Thailand and other projects, will remain intact."

Chaichan Chareonsuk, chairman of the Thai National Shippers' Council, described the Constitutional Court's dismissal of Mr Srettha as a reset for the government.

He said the process of selecting a new leader should not be prolonged, as it could have serious repercussions for exports and foreign direct investment.

"The government must act swiftly to restore investor confidence and trust, as the political vacuum caused by this removal could undermine business confidence and hinder the country's economic growth this year," said Mr Chaichan.

He stressed that the caretaker government should adhere to a unified policy, establishing a strategic action plan that can be implemented immediately.

SEAMLESS TRANSITION

Aswin Yangkirativorn, chief executive of Thai Lion Air, said the new prime minister and cabinet should continue the tourism and aviation policies from the previous government led by Mr Srettha, including Ignite Tourism Thailand and the aviation hub scheme.

In the past year, the government implemented policies and promoted tourism, including granting visa-free entry for travellers from 93 countries to Thailand, as well as pushing the nation as a concerts and events hub.

The administration also proposed developing and investing in new airports, which Mr Aswin said is an initiative that should be maintained.

He said this upheaval should not disrupt tourism sentiment, and travellers will continue to visit Thailand.

Additional reporting by Molpasorn Shoowong
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                                The baht appreciated to below 35 per US dollar, driven by a weakening greenback as the market expects a Federal Reserve rate cut following the release of recent US economic data.
On Wednesday the baht opened at 35.03 per dollar, strengthening from Tuesday's close of 35.16.

The local currency continued to gain, reaching 34.88 baht per dollar during morning trade, the highest level in seven months, surpassing the January range of 34.96-34.98 baht per dollar, said Kanjana Chockpisansin, head of research for banking and financial sectors at Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).

Ms Kanjana said the baht strengthened not only against the dollar, but also against other major global currencies and regional peers.

She said this appreciation aligns with the dollar's decline following the US Producer Price Index (PPI) coming in lower than market expectations, reinforcing confidence in a potential Fed rate cut of more than 0.25 percentage points in September.

In addition, rising gold prices further supported the baht's strength against the dollar. The baht is expected to continue its upward trajectory, likely moving within a range of 34.80-35.50 baht per dollar this week, in line with the ongoing dollar depreciation, according to K-Research.

Poon Panitchpibun, a money market strategist at Krungthai Global Markets, said the baht appreciation was in line with declining US bond yields following the release of updated US economic data.

The weaker PPI is building investor confidence in Fed policy rate cuts of up to four times this year, said Mr Poon.

The dollar's decline against other global currencies and the drop in the US 10-year bond yield also contributed to rising gold prices, he said.

"The baht is expected to continue moving in a sideways-up trend this year, largely depending on US economic data and market expectations regarding Fed rate cuts," said Mr Poon.

"We anticipate the baht trading in a range of 34.85-35.50 per dollar."
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                  Three-star hotels face further woes                

                              

                                Despite a resilient recovery, three-star hotels have been unable to raise prices during the third quarter, while tax cuts for second-tier cities could not effectively increase hotel revenue as planned.
Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA), said the hotel operator sentiment index for July, which polled 102 hoteliers across Thailand, found an average occupancy rate of 59% for the month, up seven percentage points from June, thanks to the government's tourism promotions and several long-weekend holidays.

However, most hotels estimated the occupancy rate could dip to 56% in August, a decrease year-on-year.

He said the occupancy rate in the second half would not fully recover, as the shortage of international flights still limits the number of inbound passengers.

"If the aircraft shortage could be resolved, full resumption of flight capacity could happen by next year," said Mr Thienprasit.

As visitor profiles have shifted to the premium segment, he said hotels rated three stars and lower, which mostly target group travellers, would face a tough second half.

According to the index, 45% of mid-tier hotels have maintained their room rates in the third quarter, while more than 20% said they even had to slash their prices.

Among four-star hotels and higher, only 22% have kept their rates unchanged, but 33% have increased their rates by no more than 10%, and 33% have upgraded their prices by more than 10%.

"Hotels in the central and southern regions have higher potential to increase their room rates than others. Most hotels in the Northeast have maintained their room rates close to the same period last year," said Mr Thienprasit.

The index also indicated that 50% of hoteliers in second-tier cities didn't expect to benefit from the government's tax deduction on travel expenses in second-tier cities.

Moreover, 30% of hotels in second-tier provinces estimated that the scheme might increase their revenue by less than 5%, while only 20% expected to boost revenue by 6-10% from the tax measure.

Mr Thienprasit said the THA has been encouraging hotel operators to refurbish their facilities and improve their services to be ready for the growing tourism markets.

However, as mid-tier hotels have gained a low volume of guests, investing in an upgrade might not be feasible as they would be burdened with additional costs.

This situation could lead to disadvantages for small players in Thailand, which cannot compete with illegal hotels that are newly opened with lower operating costs.
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                  Huawei sees unstoppable march of 5.5G technology                
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                                The adoption of 5.5G wireless broadband technology is a certainty, according to Chinese digital technology giant Huawei.
The combination of generative artificial intelligence (AI) and 5.5G will unlock new creative and economic potential in Thailand and Asia-Pacific, said the company.

Huawei is committed to accelerating Thailand's digital transformation through 5.5G by unlocking the country's potential to become a digital economy regional hub, said Abel Deng, president of carrier sales business at Huawei Asia-Pacific.

The global standardisation of 5.5G was completed earlier this year, marking a milestone in the sector.

"5.5G is not just about connectivity -- it's about creating a smarter, more efficient world where industries can innovate without limits," Mr Deng said.

Compared with 5G, 5.5G delivers a tenfold improvement in bandwidth speed, connection density, positioning accuracy and energy efficiency. This translates to downlink speeds of 10 gigabits per second (Gbps), uplink speeds of 1Gbps, hundreds of billions of connections, and native intelligence.

He said these advancements will better support new applications such as extended reality, the low-altitude economy, and the intelligent connection of everything, unlocking even greater digital dividends.

Mr Deng was speaking at the two-day Asia-Pacific ICT Summit Thailand 2024, co-hosted by the Digital Economy and Society Ministry, Huawei, and industry partners in GSMA, a non-profit mobile network trade group.

More than 30 types of terminals support 5.5G technology and 60 operators have commercially launched 5.5G. Operators from China to the United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong to Oman have already deployed 5.5G at scale, he said.

According to IT research house IDC, AI smartphone shipments are expected to reach 170 million units in 2024, accounting for 15% of the global market. Asia-Pacific is expected to lead this growth, potentially accounting for 40-50% of these shipments.

To deliver the massive amounts of content expected in terabytes, Mr Deng said 5.5G is needed, combined with AI to unlock the economic potential in the region.

"For Thailand, it is a leader in the region's digital transformation with rapid growth in 5G adoption, driving significant advancements in industry. With the advent of 5.5G, Thailand is poised for an even more transformative phase," he said.

Mr Deng said 5G plays a more important role in the digital economic development of all countries. Research in the APAC region shows every 10% increase in 5G penetration is expected to drive 1-1.8% GDP growth.
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                  Srettha's departure to dent ad spending                

                              

                                Thailand's media spending is expected to contract this year, following the Constitutional Court's removal of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from office on Wednesday.
The court voted five to four to remove Mr Srettha from office over the appointment of a minister with a criminal conviction.

According to Pawat Ruangdejworachai, president and chief executive of Media Intelligence Group Co, Thai media spending is now expected to fall.

He expects the removal to result in state budget spending slowing for around three months, which will make overall media spending either flat or contract compared to last year.

If the premier had not been removed, the company expected media spending to grow by 3.3% to 87.6 billion baht.

The group said the 2024 Olympics had increased ad spending by 500 million baht this year.

The Olympics and expected start of the digital wallet scheme in December led the company to earlier maintain its prediction, said Mr Pawat.

A sluggish economy and high household debt that stunted consumer spending have caused brands to clamp down on ad budgets, instead focusing on digital influencer marketing, he said.

For the first seven months of this year, overall media spending grew 4.9% year-on-year to 49.4 billion baht. Ad spending on TV fell 4%, while internet ad spending expanded 16%, out-of-home (OOH) media gained 8% and cinemas rose 35%.

For 2024, the company projects TV will account for 40.5% of ad spending, the internet 36% and OOH media 15.2%.

Next year the internet is expected to secure half of total spending, while the share of all traditional media (TV, print, magazines and radio combined) will decline to 20% from 45%, said Mr Pawat.

He said some digital TV operators will shut down, with only five players surviving in the future. More content will shift to streaming platforms, with TV holding an advantage only on offering news content, said Mr Pawat.

Among ads on digital or internet channels, totalling 31 billion baht, influencer marketing secured 25%, or 8 billion baht.

He said the term influencers in Thailand covers "nano-influencers" to celebrities.

"The rise of influencers is driven by young Gen Y, Z and Alpha consumers, with affiliated campaigns and social media platforms," said Mr Pawat.

This year, influencer marketing has gained a higher share of ad budgets, at 30% per campaign out of total marketing budgets, up from a 15% share of total budgets last year.

Mr Pawat said the major brands have felt the pinch from the economic difficulties but local brands that use social commerce and influencers have still performed well, though many of them fell out of the market.

However, the rise of China's e-marketplace platform Temu will impact the local brands, even though Temu has spent money on online advertising.

Mr Pawat said the online retail sector is expected to reach 900 billion baht this year, and 1 trillion baht within the next couple of years.

The business-to-consumer market and e-marketplaces account for 60-65% of the market value this year, followed by social or chat commerce at 25% and e-retailers at 15%.

In the e-marketplaces, Shopee has a market share of almost 50%, Lazada almost 40% and TikTokShop just over 10%.
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                  CPF hits back at blackchin tilapia allegations                

                Company threatens accusers with lawsuit
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                                Charoen Pokphand Foods Plc (CPF) vows to sue individuals accusing the company of being involved in the spread of blackchin tilapia, as the fish were strictly quarantined at its farm in Samut Songkhram during previous research on the African species.
Prasit Boondoungprasert, chief executive of CPF, stressed that the company is not responsible for its spread and will protect its reputation against misinformation by taking legal action against those disseminating false images and information that misrepresent the facts.

He said CPF conducted the research to improve the Nile tilapia breed and reduce inbreeding. This led to the decision to scientifically import fish named Sarotherodon melanotheron from Ghana in 2006.

Although the goal was to import 5,000 fish, only 2,000 were imported in 2010 because of delays.

Upon arrival at Suvarnabhumi airport, the young fish were handled in accordance with procedures outlined to the Higher Education, Science and Innovation Committee and its subcommittees.

The fry were inspected upon arrival at the airport, with more than 70% found dead because of the long journey.

FISH QUARANTINE

The remaining 600 fish were placed in a cement pond with an eight-tonne water capacity at Yisan Farm, not in an earthen pond as falsely reported, said Mr Prasit.

This was part of a quarantine process following biosecurity standards, countering the claim that the fish were continuously raised in earthen ponds from 2010-2017.

PROJECT TERMINATED

Due to high mortality rates during the quarantine, the research was abandoned as the sample size was insufficient.

CPF researchers sought and received permission from the Department of Fisheries to destroy the remaining fry. The fish carcasses were then handed over to the department.

Mr Prasit clarified and addressed concerns about the company's compliance with import conditions set by the Biodiversity and Safety Committee, which looked into three issues.

The first was to report post-experiment results. Since the fry did not survive the quarantine, the research goals were unmet, causing the company to discontinue the project. The Department of Fisheries was notified of the decision on Jan 6, 2011.

The second involved fin sample collection. Fin collection was not feasible due to the weakened condition of the fish. The Department of Fisheries was responsible for ensuring proper species identification, which they verified on-site.

The third was the destruction of fish. Mr Prasit said the company complied with regulations by destroying all remaining fish and notifying fisheries officials who inspected the process. The fish were disposed of safely using chlorine and formalin, followed by burial with lime to prevent contamination.

FINDINGS CLARIFIED

Mr Prasit noted the difference between the 2020 and 2022 research findings.

The 2020 study indicated that blackchin tilapia in Thailand could be divided into 2-3 subgroups with high genetic variation. In contrast, the 2022 study, which used different methods, suggested the fish likely came from the same source but did not show significant genetic variation based on geographic distance.

This suggests human activity, possibly illegal breeding or using the fish as bait, could have contributed to the distribution of the species.

ADDRESSING MISINFORMATION

Mr Prasit said CPF will act against the use of false images and information that misrepresent the company, causing public misunderstanding.

Examples of misinformation include a distorted aerial image. The image of the Yisan Farm area was altered, misrepresenting the farm's layout, which in reality is used for breeding Nile tilapia, red tilapia and other sea fish, he said.

There was also a report of a misleading pond image. The photo falsely claiming to show the Yisan Farm's earthen pond used for breeding blackchin tilapia is inaccurate. The farm was closed for renovations during the period in question, Mr Prasit argued.

An egg selection image was a problem. The picture labelled as "selecting blackchin tilapia eggs" misrepresents the company's practices.

"I want to reaffirm that CPF is not responsible for the spread of blackchin tilapia. We will take necessary legal actions to protect the company's integrity against the use of false images and information," Mr Prasit said.
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                  SET delists securities of ALL, Stark and World                
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is delisting the securities of All Inspire Development (ALL), Stark Corporation and World Corporation because they were unable to resolve the grounds for delisting, or to meet the qualifications to resume trading within the specified deadline.
According to the SET, property developer All Inspire is under receivership by a court order, while Stark, the scandal-plagued wire and cable manufacturer, disclosed false information in financial statements.

World, a property development company under rehabilitation, has shareholder equity of less than zero and is unable to regain the qualifications to resume trading by the specified deadline.

The SET is allowing trading of the three securities for seven business days before the effective date of delisting, from Aug 23 to Sept 2.

The purchase of such securities must be done through a cash balance account, meaning investors have to pay the full amount in cash prior to purchase, the bourse said in a statement on Wednesday.

The NC (non-compliance) sign will be posted during such trading period in order to alert investors to be careful when trading securities.

The ceiling and floor prices of All Inspire, Stark and World on the first trading day (Aug 23) will not be specified until the trading of such securities occurs.

After the trading of securities occurs, the ceiling and floor prices will subsequently be adjusted according to normal criteria from the next business day.

At the end of the trading period, the SET will delist the securities of the listed securities, effective from Sept 3, the statement noted.

"The SET recommends shareholders and investors trade securities with caution and carefully study the information of the company such as financial position, operating results, type of auditors' reports, major shareholders, board of directors, previous news as well as risks and other related factors," the statement said.

In addition, to provide investors with information, the SET is offering preliminary summaries of information of the latest financial statements, together with auditors' reports and the latest annual registration statements (56-1 One Report) companies disclosed via the SET's disclosure system.

After the securities are delisted, shareholders and investors can follow up on their financial position, operating results and 56-1 One Report from the Securities and Exchange Commission's website at www.sec.or.th, the statement added.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/investment/2847437/set-delists-securities-of-all-stark-and-world



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Government demands chat regarding Chinese imports                
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                                The government is preparing to invite key e-commerce platform operators for a talk on the impact of low-cost imported products from China into Thailand, says caretaker Industry Minister Pimphattra Wichaikul.
The move follows a cabinet resolution on Aug 13 instructing state agencies, including the Industry Ministry, to find new measures to ease the impact of the influx of Chinese products on local manufacturers, especially small and medium-sized enterprises.

Concern intensified after Chinese online retailer Temu entered the Thai market, offering substantial product discounts on its platform.

"The government expects online platform operators to cooperate and join the talk," said Ms Pimphattra.

The Industry, Commerce and Finance ministries, the Food and Drug Administration and the Office of the Consumer Protection Board will join the meeting with the operators, including Lazada, Shopee and Temu, she said.

The meeting is likely to focus on issues such as the quality of the imports and is expected to be held as soon as possible, said Ms Pimphattra.
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The minister was speaking as she presided over a seminar on artificial intelligence (AI) technology in the industrial sector, organised by LIV-24 Co, which offers AI technology for security at factories.

The company is a subsidiary of housing developer Sansiri Plc.

Permanent industry secretary Nattapol Rangsitpol, also speaking at the seminar, said the Industry Ministry is planning to talk with the Finance Ministry about a proposal to increase taxes on products dumped in the Thai market by regional neighbours.

Industry officials will also suggest the Finance Ministry issue a regulation empowering authorities to inspect warehouses in duty-free zones, said Mr Nattapol.

The government is currently not empowered to conduct such inspections of imported products in these zones, he said.

Niramon Direkmahamongkol, managing director of LIV-24, said digital technology will increasingly play a key role in developing businesses, including helping entrepreneurs improve security systems.
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        Srettha out, what's next?
        Thai politics has again plunged into a precarious position after the Constitutional Court's judges ruled 5:4 that Srettha Thavisin is unfit to be prime minister because he appointed an ex-convict as a cabinet minister.

      

      
        The deepening political turmoil in South Asia
        Violent student-led, Islamist-backed protests in Bangladesh have toppled Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's government, and mob attacks targeting those viewed as supporters of her secular Awami League party -- in particular, the country's dwindling Hindu minority -- are proliferating. At a time when neighbouring Myanmar is engulfed in violence and the Pakistan-Afghanistan belt...

      

      
        Many faces of Olympic triumph
        I was a messy Olympics fan. During the Games in Paris, I rooted for several national delegations. Because I was born in the Philippines, I cheered for the Filipinos. I'm ethnic Chinese, so I was thrilled by the achievements of China, Hong Kong and, uhm, Chinese Taipei. I'm an American citizen, so I'm happy when Team USA is No 1 (or 2 or 3). I live in London, so whenever the UK medalled, I...

      

      
        New realities in Japan-Thailand ties
        If one were to review the existing relationship between two developed and developing countries throughout the world to determine which one was the most successful in terms of donor--recipient relationship, mutual respect, goodwill, and friendship, the Japan-Thailand partnership should be an answer that is most commonly cited.

      

      
        Real action or CSR stunt?
        The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's initiative to launch a pilot "low-emission zone" (LEZ) project in five districts sounds literally like a breath of fresh air for Bangkok residents who have suffered from high levels of air pollution for too long.

      

      
        Saving the faltering energy SDG
        Although we are fast approaching five years until the deadline for the Sustainable Development Goals, we are still far from achieving SDG7, which calls for universal access to clean, affordable energy.

      

      
        The lost cause of the 'Catalan Pimpernel'
        Carles Puigdemont, the self-exiled leader of the Catalan separatist movement, aspires to become the new Scarlet Pimpernel. Last week he left Belgium, where he has lived as an unwelcome guest since he led a failed attempt to secede from Spain seven years ago, and had himself smuggled back to Barcelona, the capital of the region of Catalonia.

      

      
        Act to defuse depopulation timebomb
        Low birth rates and a rapidly ageing population pose significant socio-economic challenges for Thailand. This year, the number of elderly people has surpassed 13 million, accounting for over 20% of the total population. This figure is expected to reach 30% soon. As the number of centenarians rises, fewer babies are being born.

      

      
        Net-zero finance must be equitable
        The Asia and the Pacific region stand at a critical juncture, positioned both as a significant contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions and a potential leader in transformative climate action. The Asian Development Bank (ADB), alongside our member countries, is steering the region towards a sustainable future through support for a just transition. Our vision aims to...

      

      
        Thailand's response to global trends
        Understanding Thailand's approach to evolving international orders requires examining its decisions. These decisions by recent and current governments offer a clear view of the country's diplomatic trajectory in an increasingly uncertain world.
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																Thai politics has again plunged into a precarious position after the Constitutional Court's judges ruled 5:4 that Srettha Thavisin is unfit to be prime minister because he appointed an ex-convict as a cabinet minister.
The charter court ruled that Mr Srettha violated constitutional ethics by appointing Pichit Chuenban as a minister of the Prime Minister's Office despite being unqualified for the position. Pichit was jailed for contempt of court following a bribery attempt in 2008.

The charter court also ruled that the whole cabinet be removed.

The prime minister's disqualification does not bode well for Thailand's profile, as investors will likely consider the country's political stability. Without the workaholic, energetic and businesswise Mr Srettha, questions arise.

Is the 500-billion-baht digital wallet scheme still ongoing? What will be the fate of the Southern Land Bridge that he promised foreign investors during a series of overseas roadshows? What will be the direction of the daily minimum wage that he tried to raise?

For real estate developers, Mr Srettha's exit might signal the end to dreams about having business-friendly rules, such as permission to let foreigners own more than 50% of a condominium unit or a 90-year lease to foreigners.

Meanwhile, the most prominent question hangs over the country like a dark cloud -- who will become the next premier?

Parliamentary processes demand the next prime minister be chosen among lists of PM candidates from the 2023 national election. The candidates from the Pheu Thai Party are Chaikasem Nitisiri and the party's leader, Paetongtarn Shinawatra. Then there is former junta leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon from the Palang Pracharath Party and Anutin Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party. There are also Jurin Laksanawisit of the Democrats and two candidates from the United Thai Nation (UTN) Party -- Pirapan Salirathavibhaga and ex-PM Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The appointment of Mr Srettha as PM and the origins of his government were everything but impressive and noble. He was picked from junta-appointed senators after his party, Pheu Thai, backstabbed its former ally, the Move Forward Party.

There are also some positives with the latest development. With new rules and a new Upper Chamber, elected politicians now have a chance to prove that they can do better. It is an opportunity for elected parties to revise their policies, including the pricey digital wallet scheme Mr Srettha fought tooth and nail to realise. With him no longer in the picture, Pheu Thai and its supporting coalition can revise it to make it workable without imposing a massive financial burden on the country.

A new government can also revise public policies such as the daily minimum wage, the Land Bridge, and casino legalisation to make them responsive to current economic, social, and environmental conditions -- not just because they are electoral promises.

The verdict also requires the coalition to form a new government and choose cabinet ministers. This is a chance to shake up the government and replace non-performing ministers with able ones.

Now, the coalition must prove it can work together. The last thing the people want to see is backstabbing and ruthless horsetrading. Whoever the next PM is, he or she must come from the parliamentary process and, above all, represent the country's democracy.
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																Violent student-led, Islamist-backed protests in Bangladesh have toppled Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's government, and mob attacks targeting those viewed as supporters of her secular Awami League party -- in particular, the country's dwindling Hindu minority -- are proliferating. At a time when neighbouring Myanmar is engulfed in violence and the Pakistan-Afghanistan belt remains fertile ground for cross-border terrorism, political upheaval in Bangladesh, two years after the overthrow of Sri Lanka's government, is the last thing India, the regional power, needs.
Achieving lasting political stability in South Asia would require entrenching democracy. But this is no easy feat. India notwithstanding, the region remains in thrall to longstanding autocratic traditions and centralisation of power. Ms Hasina, for example, had become autocratic during her more than 15 years in office. In this context, popular demands for democracy are far more likely to lead to violence and political chaos than to smooth political transitions.

As Ms Hasina has shown, autocratic leaders do not necessarily survive popular challenges to their rule. Consider the chaos that engulfed Sri Lanka in 2022, when a severe economic crisis triggered mass protests against the Rajapaksa brothers' dynastic, un-democratic regime. Though President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, like Ms Hasina, initially unleashed a violent crackdown, his opponents proved too powerful. Like Ms Hasina, he gave up and fled the country, without even formally resigning. Sri Lankan protesters then occupied the presidential palace, much as Bangladeshi mobs have ransacked Ms Hasina's sprawling official residence.

But when an autocrat is toppled, it is often the military -- not a democratic government -- that takes over, even if behind a civilian facade. Bangladesh is no exception. The military has attempted at least two dozen coups since the country's birth in 1971, and ruled for some extended periods since its 1975 assassination of Bangladesh's charismatic founding leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Ms Hasina, Rahman's daughter, stood out for her success at keeping the military (and Islamists) in check, at least until last week, when the army chief refused to continue supporting her crackdown on rampaging protesters. The military then facilitated her escape to India and established an interim government of civilian "advisers" who have little experience with national issues.

To be sure, some South Asian countries have made some progress towards democracy. In particular, Bhutan's democratic transition is proceeding apace, thanks to a benevolent king who has supported the transition from a traditional monarchy to a parliamentary system. Earlier this year, its fourth national election brought an opposition party to power.

But elections alone do not guarantee popular empowerment or adherence to constitutional rules, especially when the military holds decisive power. Consider Pakistan, which held elections earlier this year. The military's preferred candidate, Shehbaz Sharif, returned as prime minister, but his government will survive only at the pleasure of the country's effective ruler, the army chief. Until the rule of law is firmly entrenched and those wielding extra-constitutional power are unequivocally reined in, democratic progress will remain limited and reversible.

Myanmar learned this the hard way. Though the military had called the shots in the country since independence in 1948, it began ceding power to a nascent civilian government in 2015, filling the country with hope for a democratic future. But in February 2021 -- barely six years later -- it staged a coup. This time, however, resistance has proved intense, and heavily armed insurgent groups -- some receiving "non-lethal aid" from the United States -- are managing to expand their territorial control. In response, the military junta has stepped up punitive air strikes and artillery barrages.

The violence and deepening humanitarian crisis are fuelling instability beyond Myanmar's borders. Already, more than 32,000 ethnic Chin have sought refuge in India's Mizoram state, and thousands more have fled to Manipur state, where their arrival has stoked ethnic conflict. And it is not just the Chin: India is also home to millions of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, whose ranks are set to grow as desperate Hindus flee Islamist attacks against them.

When it comes to security risks, immigration is just the beginning. Political turbulence in the Maldives -- which began in 2012, when Islamist radicals forced the country's democratically elected president to resign at gunpoint -- has enabled China to gain a foothold in India's maritime backyard. This year, China signed a military pact with the Maldives and docked a giant marine research ship in a Maldivian port. Meanwhile, Islamist radicals are expanding their grassroots base, establishing Isis and al-Qaeda cells on the archipelago.

Mounting economic pressures compound security risks. Pakistan has repeatedly sought International Monetary Fund bailouts in recent years. And Ms Hasina's overthrow could usher in hard times for the once-booming Bangladeshi economy, as the country's foreign reserves dwindle rapidly. None of this is conducive to regional prosperity. As long as South Asian countries remain plagued by political instability, strong and sustainable economic growth will be elusive. The difficulty of maintaining political stability and advancing democratization can also be seen in Nepal -- a country with which India has close cultural and historical ties. Last month, the country swore in its 14th government in just 16 years, led by four-time prime minister, K P Sharma Oli, of the pro-China Marxist-Leninist Party. Oli, who spent years in jail in the 1970s and 1980s for waging war against the state, is Nepal's fifth head of government in five years, having replaced another former communist guerrilla, Pushpa Kamal Dahal.

All of this puts India, the world's largest democracy and South Asia's geographical hub, in a difficult situation. It must minimise the spillover effects of political and economic instability in its neighbourhood, even as it continues to seek economic and strategic partnerships far beyond its troubled region. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Brahma Chellaney, Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the New Delhi-based Center for Policy Research and Fellow at the Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin, is the author of Water, Peace, and War: Confronting the Global Water Crisis (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013).
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																I was a messy Olympics fan. During the Games in Paris, I rooted for several national delegations. Because I was born in the Philippines, I cheered for the Filipinos. I'm ethnic Chinese, so I was thrilled by the achievements of China, Hong Kong and, uhm, Chinese Taipei. I'm an American citizen, so I'm happy when Team USA is No 1 (or 2 or 3). I live in London, so whenever the UK medalled, I experienced frissons of delight.
I also found myself celebrating when these categories blended together, say, the triathlon gold going to the UK's Alex Yee, the son of an overseas Chinese father and an English mother. Or when I heard that the most decorated member of the US fencing team, Lee Kiefer, has a Filipino immigrant mother. Then there was that scene after the men's gymnastics floor exercise where the Philippines' Carlos Yulo, who won gold, shared the podium with the UK's Jake Jarman, who took the bronze and whose mother is from Cebu in the central part of my native archipelago.

But I also cheered for the nations that medalled for the first time in Olympic history: Cape Verde, Dominica and Saint Lucia. Botswana won its first gold ever when Letsile Tebogo beat US superstars Kenny Bednarek and Noah Lyles in the men's 200 metres. And for the rising powers that have yet to reflect that status fully at the Olympics: India, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Indonesia. Especially moving are tales like the Pakistani village that raised the money for its native son Arshad Nadeem to train for what would be an overwhelming gold medal in the javelin. There's a kind of satisfaction that comes to everyone when countries unused to athletic achievement notch precedent-setting victories -- a joy as heartfelt as national and ethnic pride.

But while cheers and hurrahs may sound alike, they all come from different parts of the heart. Some websites, for example, re-ranked the top 10 medalling countries by distributing the medals per capita. I suspect an antipodean hand in that because, heading into the final weekend by that measure, Australia was No 1, followed by the Netherlands, France, the UK and South Korea, relegating the two big Olympic superpowers, the US and China, to 7th and 10th, respectively. A more judicious use of the parameter would reorder not just the top 10 medal winners but all participating nations. The top five spots would then go to Grenada, Dominica, Saint Lucia, New Zealand and Jamaica. It's not as if Australia needs more boosting: it came in at No 4 behind the US, China and Japan in the final medal standings that weights for gold. In any case, prizes are won by individual humans (or groups of humans who've trained together as a team), not by anonymous parcels of the population.

It's one thing to take pride in people from your country or ethnic group. It's another to insinuate that victory is evidence of some kind of broader superiority. Patriotic prejudice is one thing, but I also have to catch myself when I applaud victories of people who are part-Filipino or part-Chinese and hold other citizenship. What exactly am I cheering? An Olympic medal justifying some nebulous race-based advantage?

The Olympics have been a way for once downtrodden countries to emerge from histories as 45 kilogramme (100-pound) weaklings: Nation building by way of bodybuilding, so to speak. Most recently, China boosted its self-esteem with a sports prowess to match its economic renaissance. But even that didn't come overnight. The country's been part of the Olympic movement for decades, but it won its first gold medal only in 1984 in Los Angeles.

The national medal rankings of each Summer Olympics can be less impressive than they appear. The Los Angeles games, for example, were marked by the absence of the Soviet Union (tit-for-tat because the US boycotted the Moscow games in 1980). This year's Paris games didn't see the participation of Russia. Who knows what the standings in track and gymnastics would have been if Moscow hadn't been banned because of its invasion of Ukraine.

Nowadays, as my colleague Karishma Vaswani writes, the Chinese -- in the middle of trying economic times -- are wondering if their government is spending too much money on athletics. Gold medals, though, are proof that developing countries, too, can have first world problems.

And it's good to have a sense of humour about physical prowess and victory. The Indian-American standup comic Zarna Garg joked about her homeland's paucity of gold medals. "So the two big sports for Indians at the Olympics? Shooting and archery," she says. "What do shooting and archery have in common? You don't move. I make breakfast for my family and I move more than those guys."

That may all change in 2028 when an "Indian" sport becomes part of the next summer games in Los Angeles. Cricket, anyone? (c)2024 Bloomberg

Howard Chua-Eoan is a columnist for Bloomberg Opinion covering culture and business. He previously served as Bloomberg Opinion's international editor and is a former news director at 'Time' magazine.
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																If one were to review the existing relationship between two developed and developing countries throughout the world to determine which one was the most successful in terms of donor-recipient relationship, mutual respect, goodwill, and friendship, the Japan-Thailand partnership should be an answer that is most commonly cited.
In the midst of the Cold War era, Thailand was a frontline state facing the prospect of the domino theory becoming a reality, and upon opting to join the free-world movement, Japan became an earnest and enthusiastic friend to help usher in this process.

Japan's provision of technical assistance, soft loans, grant aid, scholarships, and direct foreign investment, along with a transfer of knowledge, were all essential towards Thailand's socio-economic development. Between commodities exporters and import-substitute industries, Thailand became a successful export-led economy, joining the ranks of other regional "industrial tigers," including Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Singapore.

Thailand's successful repudiation of the domino theory, which in essence was a victory over the expansion of communism, came about through the dual approach of its military alliance with the United States and its economic partnership with Japan.

Throughout the Cold War, Thailand and Japan shared a similar worldview, a common sense of purpose, and a joint determination to meet the challenges of development and the threat of communism's expansion.

The historical differences and grievances between the countries were not forgotten but instead were set aside to move forward together. Without this historical baggage weighing them down, the countries could maintain affinity and fraternity with each other, where each country's royal family demonstrated this closeness and warmth at both the personnel and official levels, which helped cement the relationship.

It is important to note that in the early years of Thailand's road to industrialisation, Japan was integral through investment into their import substitution industries. By the late 1970s and the early 1980s, Thailand recognised the importance of advancing its industrialisation process. At the same time, the West was pressuring Japan to revalue the Yen to lessen its competitive impact on European and American industries in terms of domestic production and export. With rising labour costs at home and more expensive products, it became prudent for Japan to relocate its factories abroad.

Upon Thailand's eventual move from import-substitution industries to export-led industries, Japan was in a prime position to invest accordingly. In order to prepare for such a fundamental change, in the early 1980s, Thailand prepared a white paper on restructuring the Thailand-Japan economic relationship, which was then used as a backbone for negotiation, where Thailand demanded that Japan materially assist with their move to export-led industries.

Thailand also stipulated that Japan no longer hold strings attached to their grant aid or soft loans, so that the bidding for projects financed by Japan would be open to all companies, regardless of nationality. This success story was maintained for nearly two decades, incorporating the end of the Cold War and the first decade after, and included about an 8-13% annual growth rate.

The timing of Thailand's industrial changes also brought about one of the most impactful changes to the global economic order, as China experienced unprecedented economic growth into a global factory for manufacturing goods while also developing an assertiveness bent on avenging its "century of humiliation." This greatly expanded economic role helped fuel China's desire and attempts to challenge and rid the world of Western influence and dominance, led by the US.

China is not alone in materially impacting global trade since the end of the Cold War. India has become a major player in the global economy upon their discarding of a socialist-oriented economic regime. Vietnam has been a fast learner and practitioner of a market economy. Indonesia has achieved great political stability, along with immense natural resources and a large population filled with youth looking to urbanise.

With so many countries taking a larger seat at the global economic table, Thailand ostensibly faces more competitors, resulting in Japan having more options for economic partnership. In this environment, it is necessary for Thailand to rethink, review, and undertake stock-taking about its economic relationship with Japan. The automotive industry was key to Thailand's industrialisation as well as to Thai-Japanese industrial cooperation.

But Japan has yet to sufficiently focus on the electric vehicle, while China continues to make significant progress in both acknowledgement of its importance and its manufacturing. The Thai automotive industry seems to be suspended in the air, as there has been little, if any, discussion between each party on the possibility of cooperating within the green, biotechnology, or information technology industries. This purgatorial existence between Thailand and Japan in such crucial industries and areas of technology seemingly necessitates a novel white paper to be drafted to chart the course of updated economic cooperative activities. But is there a will to do so? There is a perception amongst the Japanese that Thailand is more interested in a relationship with China, in part due to their lack of attention paid to Japan.

In addition to reasonable concerns of Thailand's uncertainty, lack of vision, and enthusiasm moving forward, there is also a political-cum-security issue that seems to occupy the hearts and minds of Japan's political leadership. As the country's economic livelihood depends on safe, free, and secured sea lanes, the multifaceted threat of China, North Korea, and Russia is particularly worrisome. In response, Japan has increased its defence budget while also investing in the arms industry with the intention of exporting such goods. It has strengthened its security alliances with the US, South Korea, Australia, and India while also strongly supporting the Philippines as they stand up to China's bullying and coercive tactics in the South China Sea, which are also in contrast to established international law. Japan has joined forces with the United Kingdom and Italy to produce a new generation of jet aircraft. They are also contemplating the Aukus partnership between Australia, the UK, and the US on nuclear technology.

Thailand, in the context of the East China Sea and South China Sea, is not a frontline state like the Philippines and Vietnam. From the Japanese strategic perspective, Thailand is a hinterland which also has the US as a security umbrella.

As both the regional and international environments have changed, Thailand is not on Japan's radar as it once was, and it is no longer a priority. It is, therefore, up to Thailand to recompose and reposition itself and find a niche of activities that might be of interest and useful to Japan. The Thai side must realise that the two countries are drifting apart. But all is not lost. Through their history and affinity with intelligence, friendship, and success, the two countries can surely find new areas of cooperation. Friendship and goodwill must be maintained as a responsibility.
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																The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's initiative to launch a pilot "low-emission zone" (LEZ) project in five districts sounds literally like a breath of fresh air for Bangkok residents who have suffered from high levels of air pollution for too long.
This is especially true given that during the first half of this year, the Public Health Ministry reported that seven million people residing in 13 areas -- including Bangkok -- had their health affected by air pollution.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt led an air pollution seminar yesterday to announce the campaign with the BMA's partners, mainly the ThaiHealth Promotion Foundation (ThaiHealth) and the Centre for Clean Air Solutions (CCAS).

LEZ is a strategy to reduce emissions and air pollution from vehicles. Within an LEZ zone, polluting vehicles are restricted or deterred to improve air quality in the area.

For a city like Bangkok, the big question is what the BMA's LEZ pilot projects would be like in practice.

Is it going to be just hype and hot air?

Unlike the cities of London or Singapore that make use of laws and incentives to reduce traffic and phase out polluting vehicles, the LEZ zones in this Bangkok pilot project are shopping malls, temples and foundations.

For example, the LEZ in Pomprap Sattruphai are Ruamkatanyu Foundation and major temples such as Wat Sa Ket, Wat Mangkon Kamalawat and Thon Buri hospital.

In Pathumwan district, LEZ zones are all major shopping malls -- Paragon, Central department store, and MBK shopping complex.

For Klong Toey, the LEZ includes Khlong Toey Port, Emporium Department Store and a condominium in Soi Sukhumvit 50.

But Mr Chadchart was very light on details on how the LEZ projects would work, and it came across like another conservation programme during the launch.

It's unclear what the action plans are to reduce emissions and what the public can expect.

Will it be a case of reduced single-use plastic bags, more recycling, banning incense-burning in temples, and more electric charger bays in shopping complex car parks? Is that the kind of LEZ that Bangkok needs?

Bangkok is the capital city, which creates prototypes for other provinces to emulate. It would not be a big surprise if other cities used LEZ names for environmental and Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) projects.

These LEZ pilot schemes at present appear like voluntary environmentally sustainable projects that private companies have been doing with CSR projects, which appear more like ticking boxes.

It is about time the BMA joins with the Transport Ministry to start real LEZ projects.

As part of that, City Hall should pressure the national government to pass strict laws that will make it harder for big lorries to enter the city area or create good distribution centres outside the city.

The BMA should focus more on creating safe bicycle lanes in communities where people can travel short distances.

It could also create car-free zones and car-free days.

It can help reduce traffic emissions by reducing ticket fees for the BTS Skytrain and working with mass-transit operators to create a common ticket system.

Residents and voters expect more from the BMA. Bangkok needs major transportation alternatives and a real LEZ -- not another CSR.
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																Although we are fast approaching five years until the deadline for the Sustainable Development Goals, we are still far from achieving SDG7, which calls for universal access to clean, affordable energy.
Worse, we are in the middle of yet another year that will shatter heat records. Each month since June 2023 -- 13 months in a row -- has ranked as the planet's hottest average on record for that month, and June marked the third month in a row that Earth had exceeded the 1.5C limit set by the Paris agreement.

Extreme heat brings extreme weather: longer droughts, record rainfall, more intense storms, and changes in seasonality. Unelectrified communities, who are the least at fault for our warming planet, have the most to lose from these trends. A recent analysis by the International Energy Agency, the International Renewable Energy Agency, the United Nations Statistics Division, the World Bank, and the World Health Organization reached a worrying conclusion: we are falling short in our pursuit of SDG7, and current efforts do not look like they are enough to get us back on track.

Since the turn of the century, the share of the global population with access to electricity has grown from just over 75% to 91%. But the pace of progress has fallen behind the rate of population growth. Disruptions in energy markets caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, Russia's war in Ukraine, and instability in the Middle East have caused the number of people lacking access to electricity to increase for the first time in over ten years to 685 million people in 2022 -- ten million more than in 2021. If this continues, more than 660 million people will still be without electricity in 2030, and our pursuit of SDG7 will have failed.

While there have been significant strides towards connecting populations across Asia, Latin America, and other parts of the world, Sub-Saharan Africa continues to lag behind and is home to 80% of all people without access to energy globally. With hundreds of millions of people at risk of being left behind, urgent action is needed to avert more setbacks on the path to SDG7. The current pace of renewable-energy adoption still falls short of what it will take to hit the Paris agreement's mid-century net-zero targets and to meet the immediate development needs of those living in energy poverty.

There are still reasons for hope. They are the same reasons that guided my tenure at the Asian Development Bank, and which attracted me to join the Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet. Achieving SDG7 and solving climate change is possible only if we work together to tackle this race.

We are already seeing alliance partners mobilise. This spring, the World Bank and the African Development Bank announced a new, first-of-its-kind partnership to bring electricity to 300 million people in Africa by 2030. This is precisely the level of international collaboration that emerging economies desperately need.

To close the gap, we must strengthen existing policies and mobilise greater investment, especially for programs targeting remote and low-income areas where most of the unelectrified population lives. Too much focus and investment in the global energy transition are given to greening the grid and reducing fossil-fuel consumption in wealthy countries. Yet, there seems to be less understanding that consuming more energy is essential to improving the economic prospects of the 685 million people living without electricity and the hundreds of millions more with unreliable or unaffordable access.

Ending energy poverty -- by providing the "modern energy minimum" of 1,000 kilowatt-hours per person per year -- implies enormous additional annual energy demand. Today, per capita energy consumption in Sub-Saharan Africa, excluding South Africa, is only 180 kWh, whereas most citizens of rich countries consume 6,000-13,000 kWh every year. If energy-poor countries do not receive the support needed to deliver electricity at scale from renewables, the majority of global emissions by 2050 could derive from them.

In 2024, the share of global clean-energy investment in emerging markets and developing economies outside China is expected to remain at around 15% of the total. That is far below what is required to ensure full access to modern energy and meet rising energy demand in a sustainable way. With Nigeria and emerging economies across Africa facing economic crises, international cooperation to unlock climate finance for energy access has never been more urgent.

Energy creates opportunity. When investments in electricity are matched with investments in the tools to use that energy productively -- solar-powered water pumps, refrigerators, agro-processing machinery, equipment for microenterprises, and essential services like schools and hospitals -- incomes grow, productivity rises, new businesses emerge, jobs are created, and people thrive. Making these investments a reality will require unprecedented levels of international collaboration. No organisation can do it alone.

The world can't afford another year of backsliding on SDG7, and the only way to reach net zero is through an energy transition that leaves no one behind. This is the moment for bold action. We are ready for it, and I hope the rest of the world is ready to join us. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Woochong Um is CEO of the Global Energy Alliance for People and Planet.
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																Carles Puigdemont, the self-exiled leader of the Catalan separatist movement, aspires to become the new Scarlet Pimpernel. Last week he left Belgium, where he has lived as an unwelcome guest since he led a failed attempt to secede from Spain seven years ago, and had himself smuggled back to Barcelona, the capital of the region of Catalonia.
He chose this moment because a new regional coalition government was coming to power that included one of the Catalan nationalist parties. In the eyes of hard-line separatists they were traitors, and Mr Puigdemont's duty, as he saw it, was to mock and humiliate them.

His plan was to appear suddenly in Barcelona on the day the new regional government took power. Collaborators got him safely to the city, and last Thursday Mr Puigdemont showed up near the regional parliament building, surrounded by around 40 people wearing Puigdemont masks.

He gave a short speech denouncing his various political enemies, disappeared back into the same crowd of look-alikes, then into a car and away. By Friday, he was back in Belgium.

Boldness, precise timing and a lot of luck -- could this be a new Scarlet Pimpernel for our times? In the words of the song that accompanied the original Scarlet Pimpernel play, changing only the name of the enemy from "Frenchies" to Spaniards.

They seek him here they seek him thereThose Spaniards seek him everywhere.Is he in Heaven or is he in Hell?That damned elusive Pimpernel!

Well, yes, but could Mr Puigdemont match the deeds of the fictional Sir Percy Blakeney, aka the Scarlet Pimpernel? Sir Percy was a rich, foppish and not too bright habitue of London clubs during the early years of the French Revolution (1792-93), but he had another secret life.

The Scarlet Pimpernel was, according to Stan Lee, the co-creator of Marvel Comics, the "world's first superhero". Baroness Orczy's very successful 1920s book and play gave us the trope of a meek, insignificant character whose family and friends have no idea that his alter ego is a superhero. Dozens of other Spandex-clad superheroes followed.

The fictional Pimpernel went back and forth between London and Paris at the height of The Terror, rescuing French aristocrats from the guillotine in the nick of time. He was a master of disguise, a brilliant swordsman, and a champion of justice. Just like Carles Puigdemont, a legend in his own time -- or at least in his own mind.

What Mr Puigdemont did was a brave and clever stunt, but it will not revive the separatist project in the minds and hearts of most people in Catalonia. The Spanish-speaking half of the region's population has no wish to break away from Spain, and the Catalan-speaking half has lost faith that it can happen in this generation. The evidence was in last May's regional elections. For the first time in decades, pro-independence parties did not win an outright majority.

The inauguration of the resulting regional government, a coalition between a bigger socialist party and a smaller pro-independence party, determined the timing of Mr Puigdemont's defiant gesture. But it was merely a gesture: the new government was duly installed in power later the same day.

Some places must go on struggling for independence until they win it, because the circumstances they were living were intolerable. Most of the recent ones, like South Sudan, are in Africa.

In other, more fortunate places, like Scotland, Quebec and Catalonia, independence is only an option. There is no oppression, the democratic norms are observed and prosperity is shared equally by the majority group and the minorities.

Pro-independence movements will still arise from time to time because many people want more "meaning" in their lives, and a much smaller number of well-educated members of the minority elite see more power for themselves in an independence state.

In prosperous, well-run places, these are transient enthusiasms. One lost or botched referendum (Scotland 2014, Catalonia 2017) or two at most (Canada 1980 and 1995), and that generation moves on.

The next generation does not pick up the torch from their parents because that's not how generational turnover works. The subsequent generation might, because it will seem like a new idea again by then. But it's over in Catalonia for now, and the world will continue to rotate in an easterly direction at the usual speed.
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																Low birth rates and a rapidly ageing population pose significant socio-economic challenges for Thailand. This year, the number of elderly people has surpassed 13 million, accounting for over 20% of the total population. This figure is expected to reach 30% soon. As the number of centenarians rises, fewer babies are being born.
According to the Public Administration Department, there has been a steady decline in childbirth across the country, from 770,000 in 2014 to 510,000 last year. This decline reflects a shift in attitudes among married couples, many of whom have lost the desire to have children, leading to an unfavourable demographic structure.

Several factors contribute to this trend. Economically, raising children can be very expensive, especially for parents with high expectations, such as sending their kids to good schools and paying for extra tuition or skills like piano lessons. Some couples decide not to have children.

Family structures have also changed. While extended families were once common, new families are now more compact, with fewer relatives available to help care for children. Additionally, some couples value their freedom and career opportunities, believing having children would limit these pursuits.

The current socio-economic and political climate also plays a role. Many couples perceive the country's declining livability as unsuitable for raising children. They fear that their children will suffer and may choose to avoid parenthood out of guilt.

Moreover, working-age couples face immense pressure to maintain their families in a stagnant economy. Those with young children need significant energy to cope with this pressure, leading some to believe they are not ready for parenthood.

While the causes of falling birth rates are well understood, solutions aren't straightforward. Some countries offer cash handouts to incentivise couples to have kids, but the results have been mixed. For example, Singapore gives substantial cash handouts and welfare benefits but still struggles with low birth rates. Some nations also offer extended maternity and paternity leave.

However, certain well-implemented measures may encourage couples to reconsider having children. Improving the education system to ensure all schools, including state-run ones, meet academic standards could boost confidence in affordable quality education.

Support schemes for working parents, such as standard childcare centres at workplaces or near homes, can also help. These would allow parents to work while ensuring their children are well cared for, and families could commute together after work. Child-raising skill courses for parents and older relatives can ensure proper child development in families with generation gaps.

Labour shortages can lead to economic stagnation. The combination of low birth rates and an ageing population poses a national problem, particularly with the prospective shortage of working-age individuals and the increased state budget burden due to imbalanced revenue and spending. Adjustments in labour policy, such as retaining older people in the workforce, can help. Some companies have reduced the retirement age to 55, while some state agencies have raised it from 60. The state should encourage older people to remain active through work or other activities.

The social and economic impacts of an ageing society are intertwined. An increase in the elderly population raises the demand for healthcare services, aiming to maintain life quality. Additionally, the number of bedridden elderly individuals is rising, potentially leading to labour shortages as family members may need to reduce working hours or leave their jobs to care for them.

Economically, the government faces higher costs for elderly care, and looming labour shortages could significantly hinder economic growth. Ensuring quality labour is also crucial.

Many countries face similar issues and have opened their borders to labour migration to address workforce shortages. Thailand should seriously consider such a policy. Currently, there are about three million migrant workers from neighbouring countries in Thailand, which is a short-term solution. But the number of migrant labourers is tied to economic conditions in their home countries, meaning it may fall if their economies strengthen. Proactive government measures are needed to attract more migrant labourers. These measures could include competitive wages, fringe benefits, better welfare, and upskilling programmes to develop a strong workforce for Thailand's economy.

The government should also consider the naturalisation of migrant workers, a common practice in the US, Canada, and Europe. Canada, for instance, has a strict screening system for skilled workers applying for citizenship, evaluating education, vocational skills, and family structure.

Thailand could adopt similar policies, particularly for skilled labour, to address shortages. However, it is essential to consider whether this policy should also apply to low-skilled workers, requiring comprehensive measures like upskilling programmes to ensure these workers contribute to economic development. Addressing these major issues requires multidimensional solutions and the implementation of various measures. Action must be taken now before it is too late.



Somchai Jitsuchon, PhD, is a research director (inclusive development) at the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																The Asia and the Pacific region stand at a critical juncture, positioned both as a significant contributor to global greenhouse gas emissions and a potential leader in transformative climate action. The Asian Development Bank (ADB), alongside our member countries, is steering the region towards a sustainable future through support for a just transition. Our vision aims to reorient economic and social frameworks to foster low-carbon, climate-resilient growth that enhances prosperity and inclusion.
The need for a just transition, one that puts people at the centre of the shift to net zero, cannot be overstated. Asia and the Pacific account for over half of the world's annual greenhouse gas emissions, driven by its dependence on fossil fuels. At the same time, more than 200 million people in the region are impoverished, with many lacking access to basic electricity and relying on traditional biomass for cooking and heating. Women are particularly affected and often face disproportionate impacts.

As Asia and the Pacific's climate bank, ADB prioritises an inclusive approach to ensure the costs and benefits of the transition to net zero are fairly distributed. Achieving net zero requires us to restructure our economies and change the way we live and work. It is paramount that in this process, the burdens of change are not imposed on the most vulnerable and that the benefits of a low-carbon economy are both maximised and shared equitably. Ensuring that all segments of society, including women, share in these benefits is critical to the success of our just transition efforts.

To create opportunities for inclusive and sustainable growth, ADB works with partners to implement robust policy frameworks, enhance institutional capacities and engage stakeholders through participatory processes. These just transition efforts align with global commitments such as the Paris Agreement, and at the country level, we support our developing members in crafting policies and programs that respond to their unique climate challenges and development needs.

At COP27, ADB launched a Just Transition Support Platform to help drive a just transition within our developing member countries. This platform focuses on supporting countries to incorporate just transition into their institutional and policy frameworks and identify innovative financing approaches that attract public and private capital for a just transition. The platform also supports the mainstreaming of just transition in ADB's operations.

Moreover, at COP28, ADB launched an inclusive process to design a Just Transition Finance Facility that will provide targeted finance to address the socio-economic challenges of the transition to net zero. It will help countries realise the economic and social benefits of the transition and ensure these benefits are inclusive and widespread, ultimately supporting a robust and equitable shift to low-carbon and resilient economies.

Just transition is also a core part of ADB's Energy Transition Mechanism (ETM). Developed in partnership with ADB countries, ETM is a scalable initiative that has the potential to be one of the largest carbon-reduction schemes in the world. Under it, public and private investments finance country-specific ETM funds. These funds are designed to retire or repurpose coal power assets on an earlier schedule compared with a business-as-usual timeline.

Just transition principles are a cornerstone of ETM's implementation, helping us to ensure that potential negative socio-economic impacts are minimised through policies and programmes. For example, retraining and reskilling programmes provide new opportunities for women and vulnerable workers in emerging industries.

The importance of managing the social impacts associated with the transition to net zero can be seen in ADB's work on the Cirebon 1 coal-fired power station in Indonesia. This plant serves as an ETM pilot, for which ADB completed a preliminary just transition assessment earlier this year -- the first of its kind for ADB and the region. The assessment utilised a comprehensive methodology to identify impacts along the coal value chain and within the community and surrounding areas. It also established a process to assess and develop a plan to manage impacts at the appropriate project stages.

Just transition offers a compelling vision for green and inclusive development across Asia and the Pacific. Its promise lies not only in avoiding the worst impacts of climate change but in creating a more equitable social order that values well-being and gender equality, provides decent work, and ensures sustainable economic growth.

We must encourage optimism and concerted effort from all sectors of society to embrace the principles of justice and inclusivity that will be needed for a low-carbon, climate-resilient future. This journey faces challenges but is also filled with opportunities for transformative change that can forge a healthier, more equitable and prosperous world. The path we chart now will determine the climate legacy we leave for future generations.



Masatsugu Asakawa is President of the Asian Development Bank.
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									Thailand's response to global trends								
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																Understanding Thailand's approach to evolving international orders requires examining its decisions. These decisions by recent and current governments offer a clear view of the country's diplomatic trajectory in an increasingly uncertain world.
The global power landscape is in constant flux, shaped by various geopolitical and geo-economic forces. With the ongoing Ukraine-Russia conflict and the Gaza-Israel crisis, the Indo-Pacific is poised to become a potential battleground for great powers vying for extending influence.

In this context, Thailand's approach is straightforward. Bangkok has used emerging frameworks to engage with partners without bias, avoiding the risks of brinksmanship.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs recently organised a public discussion involving academics, media, and stakeholders to explore Thailand's enthusiasm for joining multilateral cooperative frameworks.

These include the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (Ipef) and potential partnerships with Brics (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) and the OECD (Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development).

The ministry has not stayed idle. Since early June, it has been reported that Thailand has chosen a side by wanting to join Brics, which is perceived as an anti-West group.

To understand Thailand's behaviour, it is pivotal to understand what factors or personalities were behind its moves to join Ipef, OECD, and Brics.

Thailand's decision to join Ipef in May 2022 was expected. The country was one of the five US allies in the Indo-Pacific. Bangkok was also then chairing Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec). As Apec host, it sought to maintain its relationships and participate in the US-led regional economic initiative at a crucial moment. Thailand is one of seven Asean members, comprising Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam, joining Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Korea, Fiji, India and the US in Ipef.

Under the Prayut government, Thailand aligned with the US strategy of supporting its allies while promoting resilient production and supply chains. The country wanted more recognition from the West, which was the main source of investment, and improved economic standards and governance. Thailand has mitigated the economic slowdown post-Covid-19 as it has already integrated into the growing supply chain network in the East Asian region.

Bangkok wants to reduce and avoid risks, and the Ipef is a good shield. Eight of its top 10 export markets are Ipef members, accounting for 54% of Thailand's total exports. Thailand was excluded from the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

Since its inception, Ipef has made significant progress, signing agreements on supply chains, a clean and fair economy, and an overarching agreement on Ipef. An Ipef council was recently established at the ministerial level to oversee the Ipef planning. However, the first pillar, fair and resilient trade, remains under negotiation, falling under the purview of a US trade representative.

Amid the upcoming US presidential election in November, Ipef members are anxious about the future of this framework, hoping it would not suffer the same fate as the Trans-Pacific Partnership, from which the US withdrew in 2017. No matter the November election outcome, Ipef members now recognise that maintaining US engagement in the region is crucial for both security and economic reasons.

Under the Pheu Thai-led government, Thailand officially submitted a letter of intent to begin the OECD accession process in February. Surprisingly, the country also applied for Brics membership a few months later. These moves drew criticism from local and foreign think tanks and scholars, puzzled by Thailand's simultaneous pursuit of two organisations representing opposing poles.

Shortly after the Brics application, the OECD Council agreed to proceed with Thailand's accession process, to the delight of Saranrom Palace. Truth be told, senior policymakers feared the Brics move would delay or jeopardise the country's OECD admission. However, as it turned out, the council supported Thailand's bid, given the long-standing cooperation spanning four decades. In April, former deputy prime minister and foreign minister Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara made a good case for Thailand's move toward the OECD at its headquarters in Paris.

Thailand's engagement with Ipef, alongside its pursuit of Brics and OECD memberships, demonstrates a strategic effort to diversify its economic partnerships and align with various political systems.

In addition, granted the timing, Thailand's decision to join Ipef was also driven by the desire to align with President Joe Biden's strategic push and maintain the US as its largest export market. Bangkok also views Ipef as a political tool for economic gains, enhancing trade and governance standards. As such, Bangkok has become part of the US "friendshoring" strategy, encouraging allies to build networks and supply chains together.

Thai politics is also unique, and Western countries are doubtful about the true nature of Thai democracy. A good case study was last week's statements from the US, EU, UK, Australia, and New Zealand, expressing concerns over the Constitutional Court's decision to dissolve the Move Forward Party for attempting to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese majeste law. The EU's statement was the most succinct in reiterating the importance of allowing all legitimately elected MPs to fulfil their parliamentary mandates, regardless of party affiliation.

Meanwhile, Thailand's dual applications to Brics and the OECD present more significant challenges due to their differing ideologies and values. Bangkok-based diplomats were perplexed by the Thai strategy.

Interestingly, the push for Brics membership was made after Mr Parnpree's abrupt resignation during the cabinet reshuffle in late April. This extraordinary move was influenced by the Pheu Thai Party's inner circle, including former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. He maintained close ties with Russian President Vladimir Putin when he served as the Thai prime minister from 2001 to 2006. Russia is also the current chair of Brics. During Thaksin's tenure, the two countries agreed on a visa-free policy in 2003.

The Brics decision also responded to Russia's two invitations for Thailand to attend the Brics-related meetings as observers. The newly appointed foreign minister, Maris Sangiampongsa, attended the Brics foreign ministerial meeting in Nizhny Novgorod. Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the Pheu Thai Party chief, attended the Brics Parliamentary Forum in Vladivostok in June.

In retrospect, the ideal time to apply for Brics membership would have been next year, under India's chairmanship. Thailand and India have special relations in terms of geopolitics, regional cooperation, and culture. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to visit Thailand in early September. This explains why the Srettha government has remained quiet about Brics. Government spokesman Chai Wacharonke, who had ensured the local press that Thailand would become a Brics member in October, has now become tight-lipped.

Indeed, Thailand was informed by a senior Russian foreign ministry official that there was a postponement during the Brics summit meeting in Kazan on Oct 22-24. Last August, Brics admitted five new members, which requires time for consolidation. At least 40 countries have expressed interest in joining Brics.

However, Brics may allow cooperation under a "Brics Plus" scheme for potential new members. The summit could also create a new group called the "Circle of Friends," enabling aspiring partners to share their perspectives with Brics.

In contrast to the Brics process, the OECD application was handled carefully by the Paris-based headquarters. In principle, foreign policymakers and other agencies generally vet each diplomatic decision professionally. However, as the Brics case showed, there could be some aberrations.
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									Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui opens today

									Early guests get to enjoy exclusive perks
								

								Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui, Centara Hotels & Resorts' latest property, officially opens its doors on Aug 15. 
								[image: ]

The stylish-yet-laid-back 61-room newly-built property captures the essence of island life with warm Thai-inspired hospitality and aims to offer guests elevated essentials during their stays.

[image: ]

Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui is a 30-minute drive from Samui International Airport and a short walk from Lamai Beach. Lamai is one of Koh Samui's longest and most beautiful stretches of coastline, characterised by its palm-fringed, fine white sand and clear waters ideal for swimming and water sports. Guests get a free tuk-tuk lift from the new hotel to the beach. Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui aims to deliver comfort and tropical living with an array of accommodations to cater to diverse guest needs, complete with a refreshing outdoor swimming pool and waterslide. 

[image: ]

To celebrate its opening, Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui has an exclusive offer for stays from Aug 15 to Dec 20 with the booking period until Sept 30. Early guests get to enjoy special introductory rates, the flexibility of daily breakfast for two persons until 4pm, B250 in daily food and drinks credits per room, complimentary 24-hour check-in and check-out and an additional 15% discount for CentaraThe1 members. Visit the Centara Hotels & Resorts website
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									A taste of Parisian indulgence

									Introducing the limited-edition 'Emily In Paris & Haagen-Dazs Ice Cream Collection'
								

								With "Emily In Paris: Season 4" premiering on Aug 15, Haagen-Dazs has launched a collaboration with Paramount Consumer Products. 
								The limited edition "Emily In Paris x Haagen-Dazs Ice Cream Collection" is available at Haagen-Dazs cafes, retail outlets, grocery shops and online platforms across Thailand. 

Uniting two icons in luxury and style, this collab promises to inspire fans to #BeMoreEmily through an exclusive limited-edition ice cream collection and a host of enchanting experiences that capture the spirit of the show. 

[image: ]

Both Haagen-Dazs and "Emily In Paris" share a unique transatlantic journey: born in America, crafted in France and adored by fans worldwide. This new campaign celebrates their shared love for France, their style and indulgence, inviting fans to experience the essence of Emily, Paris and of course, Haagen-Dazs. 

The collection features one of the most-loved flavours around the globe: Strawberry. In cafes, indulge in Haagen-Dazs' luxurious Strawberry Milkshake, which uses the signature velvety strawberry ice cream made with real strawberries and decadently topped with whipped cream. Each sip captures the essence of effortless chic, making it the perfect accessory for anyone's taste buds. 

Inspired by the elegance and style of Emily Cooper, the Mon Amour Paris Cake is an absolute showstopper. The cake features layers of this season's flavour of choice, creamy strawberry ice cream, encased in a smooth chocolate coating and adorned with meticulously crafted chocolate pieces. Each piece represents iconic elements from the show, including Emily's signature beret, stylish heels and the Eiffel Tower, too. 

Fans in Thailand can look forward to a series of activations designed to immerse them in the spirit of Emily and Haagen-Dazs. From gift with purchase to social media challenges, these events will celebrate the partnership in the most indulgent way, encouraging everyone to embrace their inner Emily and enjoy life's sweet moments. 

[image: ]

Take home the "Emily In Paris x HaagenDazs" tote bag, a cherished keepsake designed to add a touch of elegance and nostalgia. Customers who spend B999 or more at Haagen-Dazs shops receive a limited edition tote bag. 

Discover how you can #BeMoreEmily with Haagen-Dazs online.
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									New movies out this week: Aug 15-21

									"Alien: Romulus", the seventh instalment in the Alien universe, serves as a standalone interquel between the first two films
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								[image: ]

Alien: Romulus

Directed by Fede Alvarez.

Who's in it?

Cailee Spaeny, Isabela Merced and Archie Renaux.

What's it about?

The sci-fi/horror-thriller takes the phenomenally successful Alien franchise back to its roots: While scavenging the deep ends of a derelict space station, a group of young space colonisers come face to face with the most terrifying life form in the universe.

Why watch it?

Alvarez sought out the special effects crew from Aliens (1986) to work on the creatures. Physical sets, practical creatures and miniatures were used wherever possible to help ground later VFX work.



[image: ]

Ienai Himitsu (Secret: A Hidden Score) 

Directed by Hayato Kawai.

Who's in it?

Taiga Kyomoto, Mayu Yokota and Kotone Furukawa.

What's it about?

Minato is a would-be concert pianist who's returned to study at music school in Japan after a traumatic experience at a conservatory in England. His old pal Hikari signals that she's on the market, but Minato's ear -- and eye -- are caught by a mysterious young woman whom he hears playing in a dilapidated wing of the university.

Why watch it?

A Japanese remake of Taiwanese pop star Jay Chou's directorial debut, "Buneng shuo de*mimi (Secret), 2007.
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It Ends With Us

Directed by Justin Baldoni.

Who's in it?

Blake Lively, Justin Baldoni and Jenny Slate.

What's it about?

Lily overcomes a traumatic childhood to embark on a new life. A chance meeting with a neurosurgeon sparks a connection but Lily begins to see sides of him that remind her of her parents' relationship. When Lily's first love suddenly reenters her life, her relationship with the neurosurgeon is upended.

Why watch it?

Adapted from a Colleen Hoover novel.
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Mae Nak Talu Miti

Directed by Witit Thanapan.

Who's in it?

Setthapong Peungpo, Mongkol Singhacha, Anrin Thiradhananphat, Kachchasorn Chaiyachanthong and Sompong Kunapratom. 

What's it about?

Four friends are courting the same woman, who does not believe in the Thai ghost legend that is Mae Nak. So, they go to Mae Nak's era.

Why watch it?

This version of the movie "Mae Nak" is about love, faith, adhering to the principles of good deeds, thinking good and doing good.
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Subservience

Directed by S.K. Dale.

Who's in it?

Megan Fox, Madeline Zima and Michele Morrone.

What's it about? 

Follows a struggling father who purchases a domestic SIM to help care for his house and family, unaware she will gain awareness and turn deadly.

Why watch it?

Megan Fox serving maternal machine vibes. 



Premieres on Aug 21

[image: ]

Seventeen Tour 'Follow' Again To Cinemas

Directed by Oh Yoon-Dong.

Who's in it?

The members of Seventeen.

What's it about?

Rewriting history every step of their way, Seventeen's first Seoul World Cup Stadium concert and encore tour (Seventeen Tour 'Follow' Again To Seoul) features 13-member performances to the premiere of "Maestro" and unique unit performances of "Spell", "Lalali", "Cheers To Youth".

Why watch it?

This concert film begins with a powerful daylight performance that transitions into an event brimming with a diverse array of music, culminating under a night sky illuminated by carat lightsticks, it captures the essence of Seventeen's record-breaking nine-year legacy.
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									The evolution of cancer treatment: Ancient to modern

									This comprehensive exploration by Dr. Siyamol Mingmalairak of MedPark Hospital traces the evolution of cancer treatment, highlighting modern advances in personalised care and empathy in oncology
								

								Cancer has been a persistent foe throughout recorded human history, leaving its mark on ancient fossils, Egyptian mummies, and historical texts. New research sheds light on the development of cancer treatment from ancient civilisations to modern therapies. This evolution highlights medical science's progress and underscores the vital importance of personalised care and empathy in contemporary oncology.
								Ancient Beginnings:

Evidence of cancer dates back to ancient times. Archaeological discoveries, including bone tumours in fossilised remains and signs of osteosarcoma in Egyptian mummies, reveal that cancer has been present for thousands of years. The Edwin Smith Papyrus, an ancient Egyptian medical text from around 3000 BC, describes early cases of breast tumours treated with cauterisation. This text is one of the earliest recorded attempts to treat cancer.

The term "cancer" itself has ancient roots. Hippocrates, often regarded as the "Father of Medicine," used the Greek terms "carcinos" and "carcinoma" to describe tumours, inspired by the crab-like appearance of cancerous growths. This terminology was later translated into the Latin word "cancer" by the Roman physician Celsus.

Advances Through the Ages:

Cancer treatment has seen significant advancements over the centuries. During the Renaissance, surgical techniques improved, allowing for the removal of tumours with greater precision. However, it was not until the 20th century that cancer treatment saw transformative changes.

Chemotherapy emerged during World War II when researchers discovered that mustard gas could destroy rapidly dividing cells. This discovery laid the foundation for various chemotherapy drugs targeting different aspects of cancer cell growth and division.

Hormonal treatments revolutionised cancer therapy, particularly for prostate cancer. In 1941, American physician Charles Huggins discovered that manipulating testosterone levels could control prostate cancer growth, earning him the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 1966. This breakthrough paved the way for hormonal therapies for breast and ovarian cancers.

The advent of targeted therapies in the 1970s marked a shift towards more precise cancer treatments. Drugs like tamoxifen, which targets oestrogen receptors in breast cancer cells, exemplify this approach. Targeted therapies, combined with the emergence of immunotherapy, have led to breakthroughs in treating specific cancer types by leveraging the immune response.

Recent achievements in cancer research include the development of targeted drugs like imatinib and innovative immunotherapies such as checkpoint inhibitors and CAR T-cell therapy. These advancements, recognised with the Nobel Prize in Medicine in 2018, offer hope for improved cancer outcomes and personalised treatment approaches.

The Role of Personalised Patient-Centric Care:

At the heart of modern oncology is the concept of personalised, patient-centric care. This approach acknowledges that every patient's cancer experience is unique, necessitating tailored treatment plans that address their individual needs. Personalised care goes beyond medical interventions, encompassing emotional and psychological support for patients and their families.

Understanding Patient and Family Feelings:

Cancer is not just a physical battle; it is an emotional and psychological journey for both patients and their families. Acknowledging and addressing these feelings is crucial for comprehensive care. Empathy is essential for grasping the fears, anxieties, and hopes of cancer-affected individuals. Effective communication, active listening, and compassionate interactions are vital to empathetic care.

Healthcare providers must prioritise building strong, trusting relationships with patients. This involves taking the time to understand their individual experiences, concerns, and preferences. By doing so, medical teams can offer support beyond clinical treatment, helping patients and their families navigate the emotional challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

A Commitment to Excellence and Empathy:

Modern hospitals are dedicated to offering exceptional care by combining advanced medical technologies with a compassionate, patient-focused approach. For those facing cancer, specialised oncology departments have been established that integrate cutting-edge technology with a model of care that prioritises the well-being and comfort of each patient. These departments are designed to manage complex diseases with a commitment to excellence and empathy, ensuring that every patient receives the highest quality of care.

Advanced Diagnostics and Treatments:

To provide accurate diagnoses and effective treatment plans, hospitals invest in high-end diagnostic tools and adhere to the strictest quality control standards. The advanced equipment available includes sophisticated imaging technologies such as PET-CT, SPECT-CT, and MRI, which are essential for precisely locating and staging tumours.

In addition to these diagnostic capabilities, a variety of treatment options are available to meet the specific needs of each patient. These include chemotherapy, targeted therapy, immunotherapy, endocrine therapy, and radiotherapy. Bone marrow transplants are also performed by experienced specialists, with a strong focus on patient safety and comfort throughout the entire process.

Experienced Medical Team:

Having a medical team composed of world-class specialists with decades of experience in cancer treatment and complex surgical procedures is crucial to providing the best possible care. These experts work closely together to develop treatment plans that are meticulously tailored to each patient's unique needs and circumstances. This multidisciplinary, patient-centred approach ensures that every aspect of your health is carefully considered. It means you'll receive comprehensive care that not only targets the physical challenges of cancer but also supports your emotional and psychological well-being, making sure you feel fully supported throughout your treatment journey.

Patient-Centric Care:

Patient care is grounded in empathy and understanding. A patient-centric approach means that patients and their families are actively involved in making treatment decisions. This involvement ensures that they are fully informed and comfortable with their care plans. Additionally, psychological support, counselling services, and support groups are available to help patients and their families navigate the emotional challenges of cancer treatment.

Creating a Healing Environment:

The environment in which treatment is received plays a crucial role in a patient's recovery. Hospitals strive to create a healing atmosphere that promotes both physical and emotional well-being. Every detail, from the design of waiting areas to the comfort of private treatment rooms, is carefully considered to ensure that patients feel calm and at ease during their time in the facility.

The Future of Cancer Care:

As we continue to advance in cancer research and treatment, the importance of personalised, empathetic care remains paramount. Ongoing research and technological innovations hold promise for more effective cancer prevention, early detection, and treatment. By merging ancient wisdom with modern science, we can optimise cancer treatment and improve patients' quality of life globally.

Commitment to excellence, innovation, and compassionate care drives medical professionals to provide the best possible outcomes for their patients. Being dedicated to supporting patients throughout their cancer journey, offering hope and healing in the face of one of the most daunting health challenges brings about a beacon of hope for sufferers.



Author: Siyamol Mingmalairak, MD, Oncologist, Light of Day Oncology Clinic, MedPark Hospital, Tel. +66 2023 3333.

Series Editor: Katalya Bruton, Healthcare Content Editor and Director, Dataconsult Ltd. Dataconsult's Thailand Regional Forum at Sasin provides seminars and extensive documentation to update business on future trends in Thailand and the Mekong Region. Contact: info@dataconsult.co.th Tel: 662-233-5606/7
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									Discovering Chachoengsao

									A short trip from Bangkok lies the historic Ban Mai Market, temples and farms that blend tradition with modern experiences
								

								Weekends bring life to the century-old Ban Mai Market in Chachoengsao, where local vendors set up stalls to offer a wide range of local delicacies like chaenglon (grilled fish cake), galorgee (rice dumpling topped with black and white sesame), kanom tuay (coconut rice custard) and hoi jo (deep-fried crab meat rolls) that evokes a rush of nostalgia.
								Standing along the banks of the Bang Pakong River, meandering through an intricate network of classic wood shophouses can whisk visitors back to the reign of King Rama III when Chinese migrants turned this neighbourhood into a bustling trading hub.

Surrounded by plantations of pineapple, sugar cane and vegetable fields, Chinese marine merchants gathered here to exchange both wild and agricultural goods. After the original riverside market burned down in 1904, this one was built in its stead as a memorial to the old Chinese community.

Around 60 years ago, it was home to more than a hundred gold jewellery shops, eateries, coffee shops, Thai bakeries, barbershops, fashion boutiques, drug stores, gambling and opium dens as well as blacksmith workshops. Later, it became stagnant and was abandoned as transportation switched from the river to the roadways, and the younger generation relocated to midtown and other big cities.

In 2004, the community revived this market to attract holidaymakers and emphasise the allure of a waterfront lifestyle. Here, visitors can also visit two Chinese shrines and worship local gods and goddesses for luck, good health and wealth.

[image: The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market.]
The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market.
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One of the inhabitants has transformed his home into a living museum, displaying a collection of Coca-Cola mementos as well as old Japanese-style porcelain kitchenware. If shoppers need something light, tastefully furnished cafes are the perfect spot to enjoy breathtaking views of the verdant mangrove forest and the river while savouring good coffee and local pastries.

Located a five-minute walk from the old market, Wat Chin Pracha Samoson (Leng Hok Yi) was erected in 1906 to represent the dragon of fortune. According to feng shui principles, this area is supposed to resemble the dragon's belly, with its head situated at Wat Mangkon Kamalawat in Bangkok and its tail at Wat Mangkorn Buppharam in Chanthaburi.

Focusing on graceful simplicity, papier-mache statues of Four Heavenly Gods serve as guardians at the marble-like entrance as revered papier-mache statues of three principle Buddhas sit in a main hall, where worshippers can pray for wealth, success, good health and intelligence.

Inside, the temple also houses a number of Chinese deities such as Cai Shen (the God of Wealth), Tai Sui (the God of the Age), Hundred Handed Guan Yin and Phra Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha).

A short distance away, devotees may continue their pilgrimages to Wat Uphai Phatikaram, which was built in 1906 by Long Zhu Hi and Long Zhu Daeng. A year later, King Chulalongkorn visited the temple and donated 200 baht to rebuild the main hall and refurbish a replica of Phra Trai Rattana Nayok (Luang Pho To) from Wat Phanan Choeng in Ayutthaya. The statue prompted people to pray for wealth and good health since it has medicine in its hands and a golden dragon-like stucco on its base.

[image: Wat Chin Pracha Samoson boasts ancient papier-mache statues of Four Heavenly Gods and three principle Buddhas from China.]
Wat Chin Pracha Samoson boasts ancient papier-mache statues of Four Heavenly Gods and three principle Buddhas from China.
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Not far away, the Eight Immortals Shrine is another great place for Chinese devotees to learn more about their cultural heritage. With a budget of more than 200 million baht, it was the idea of the Sawang Srattha Thammasathan Foundation to transform the 24 rai of fruit and vegetable plantations into a peaceful sanctuary where local worshippers can perform various annual rituals to preserve their Chinese traditions.

Established in 2011, the shrine is modelled after Beijing Palace and has rendered applied Teochew-style architectural designs through a series of low-bas relief murals that recount the epic of Three Kingdoms, Chinese myths and the Eight Immortals.

The 1st floor is devoted to Buddha Maitreya, who bestows wealth, prosperity and success upon pilgrims. On the 2nd floor, visitors can write down their names and birthdays on a paper to beg for protection from the Eight Immortals, Guan Yin, Hua Tuo and Tai Sui (the God of the Age).

Here, the walls are covered with vibrant three-dimensional paintings that illustrate a group of highly revered deities, Chinese lifestyles and some scenes from old China's villages, creating a beautiful setting for selfies. Outside, Maitreya Bodhisattva Park is home to a group of 18 Arhats who watch over the towering gold sculptures of Buddha Maitreya, Guan Yin and Jigong.

Leaving the former commercial centre, I headed out to Ban Pho district and experienced life as a rancher at Mini Murrah Farm. Run by Ranchuan Hengtrakulsilp and her family, it was launched in 2013 as a replica of Thailand's first buffalo dairy farm, with an aim of educating people of all ages about organic farming for sustainable living.

Set against a backdrop of green plantations and rice fields, families may congregate in a courtyard to watch animals go about their daily lives and to feed a huge number of goats, bunnies and pigs. It's a quick stroll to a buffalo pen where staff members demonstrate how to raise buffaloes and collect their milk, which has nearly double the calcium and protein content of cow and goat milk, but lower cholesterol.

Exploring the farmland, visitors may discover more about integrated farming. Riding a mudslide is becoming a popular choice for kids looking for hands-on experiences, while those with more time can enjoy creative programmes that include cultivating vegetables, farming rice, making salted duck eggs, and preparing chocolate and pizza with buffalo milk and cheese.

[image: The Eight Immortals Shrine draws inspiration from Beijing Palace.]
The Eight Immortals Shrine draws inspiration from Beijing Palace.
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To boost energy during the day, Mini Murrah Farm restaurant and Moo Moo cafe offer a blend of Thai and Western dishes, snacks, drinks, desserts and ice cream made from buffalo dairy rather than cow milk that are ideal for those who are lactose intolerant. Murrah pasteurised and sterilised milk and yoghurts are also available.

After winding through a labyrinth of massive orchards and ditches, my journey came to an end at Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden, which is nestled in Bang Khla district. It spans a 60 rai plot of land and belongs to Maneerat Itayopaskul and her family, who have learned to capitalise on the growth of tourism to promote their innovative agricultural practices and way of life in the community.

"The Hokkien community is in this neighbourhood. My grandpa moved from China and built his house close to the Bang Pakong River, as it's a great spot for cultivation. Focusing on integrated agricultural methods, he began raising betel palms, poultry, ducks and pigs. Then he realised that this place had the perfect soil for producing aromatic coconuts because it was surrounded by both freshwater and brackish water," Maneerat said.

[image: Wat Uphai Phatikaram houses a replica of Phra Trai Rattana Nayok from Wat Phanan Choeng in Ayutthaya.]
Wat Uphai Phatikaram houses a replica of Phra Trai Rattana Nayok from Wat Phanan Choeng in Ayutthaya.



"A coconut palm tree takes four years to grow and can survive for 20-30 years. Our fruits received multiple accolades for their fragrance and sweet juice. As a result, The Mall, Siam Paragon and The Emporium have chosen to offer our coconuts for two decades."

Seven years ago, Maneerat turned her home into a restaurant and learning centre. It's only open between November and February when customers may feast on delectable local cuisine under the shadow of 2,000 coconut palm trees. Using family recipes, she creates a seasonal menu that features delectable dishes like pad Thai, grilled prawns, kaphrao with young coconut, coconut chiffon, coconut flakes, coconut pudding, coconut jelly and fresh coconut milk.

Recently, she launched a new cafe where visitors may come on weekends and sample a variety of beverages like coconut coffee, coconut iced black coffee, coconut green tea, coconut pink milk and coconut cocoa.

[image: Mini Murrah Farm.]
Mini Murrah Farm.
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Travel info


	The 100-year-old Ban Mai Market is on Suphakit Road, Muang district, Chachoengsao. It's open on Saturdays and Sundays from 9am-5pm. Visit facebook.com/100-year-oldBanMaiMarket (in Thai).

	Mini Murrah Farm is at 79/4, Ban Pho district, Chachoengsao. It's open daily from 9am-6pm. Admission is free. Call 081-819-2819 or visit minimurrahfarm.com.

	Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden is in Bang Khla district, Chachoengsao. The new cafe is open on Saturdays and Sundays from 9am-4pm. Call 085-082-0728 or visit facebook.com/unclered.coconut.



[image: Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden.]
Uncle Daeng's Fragrant Coconut Garden.
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									Artists explore dialogue between movement, stillness

									
								

								A dialogue between movement and stillness is presented during "Duality: Through The Eyes Of Anand And Ornsiri Panin", which is running on the ground floor of Moca Bangkok, until Sept 1.
								This is the first ever dual exhibition of two national artists -- Anand Panin and Prof Emeritus Ornsiri Panin -- that reflects discovered stories, thoughts, emotions and artistic values.

The exhibition presents a compelling contrast between the artistic visions of the two artists. Anand's paintings transcend simple observation and memory, channelling boundless emotions, thoughts and imaginations. His art, liberated from reason and fuelled by profound human wisdom, explores the depths of our inner lives. In contrast, Ornsiri's pen drawings serve as a documentation of what is seen, capturing moments much like recording memories at a specific point in time. When time appears to stand still in her art, everything seems to pause.

Yet, beneath this stillness, there is a continuous unfolding of life happening behind the scenes, inviting viewers to use their imagination to perceive the movement and stories that lie beyond the surface.

[image: A pen on paper by Ornsiri Panin. photos courtesy of MOCA Bangkok]
A pen on paper by Ornsiri Panin.



Anand narrates the themes of "movement" and buoyancy, using his technique that leverage the transparency of oil colours to reveal layers that gradually shape various forms. The dynamic interplay of movement, colour relationships, light and shadow, and the blending of hues, along with the lightness of the imagery, all reflect dimensions of time through the perception of movement and overlapping shapes.

Meanwhile, Ornsiri Panin's artwork captures images from diverse locations, times, and situations, each rich with intricate details. Her concept of "stillness" refers to a physical pause that opens up limitless observation and perception.



Moca Bangkok is on Kamphaeng Phet 6 Road and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm.

Call 02-016-5666.
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									Cultural treasures await at Chulalongkorn University

									
								

								In the heart of town, Chulalongkorn University is inviting students and visitors to study outside the classroom and enjoy recreational options on campus, which serves as a cultural melting pot and a source of inspiration, to promote the conservation of cultural heritage and lifelong learning.
								Dating back to the early years of Thailand's first university, the architectural gems of Chula can be seen at the Devalai cluster of buildings, set against the stunning backdrop of Chulalongkorn Auditorium, and Pharotracha House, which was recognised with the Association of Siamese Architects Architectural Conservation Awards.

"Chula is rich with Thailand's cultural heritage and way of life. Its architectural beauty makes walking around campus a delightful experience. It is an art space with performances ranging from Thai classical music to Western-style musical performances alongside art exhibitions by students and renowned international artists. With a wide range of exhibits, museums offer so much to learn from," said Kunchit Jitratan, a director of the Office of Art and Culture, Chulalongkorn University.

[image: Chulalongkorn University's Office of Arts and Culture Administration. Chulalongkorn University's Office of Arts and Culture Administration]
Chulalongkorn University's Office of Arts and Culture Administration. 



During the day, visitors may explore the Human Body Museum, which is one of the 11 museums in the world and the first in Southeast Asia to display bodies and human parts in a 3D format using plastination techniques. Not far, the Invertebrate Museum displays a variety of rare invertebrates such as the giant mountain crab (Potamonbhumibol naiyanetr) which is the largest freshwater crab in Thailand.

Music fans can check out the monthly schedule of live performances of traditional Thai, classical or modern music by Thai and international performers at Chula's Art and Culture Building Music Hall, which has international audio-visual standards.

In addition, Chula organises annual special events, such as the two major CU Symphony Orchestra performances and a Thai classical musical ensemble performance on March 26 to commemorate Chula's anniversary.

A sightseeing tour can end at the vibrant dining neighbourhood of Banthat Thong, which is now flanked with hundreds of food stalls and beautifully adorned restaurants and cafes.

For more details, visit chula.ac.th.

[image: Cultural treasures await at Chulalongkorn University]
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									Celebrate Chinese Ghost Festival with Gourmet Market

									
								

								The Chinese Ghost Festival is around the corner and Thais of Chinese descent have until Saturday to shop for ritual offerings and oblation sets for their ancestors during "Chinese Autumn 2024" at each Gourmet Market branch.
								The campaign presents six auspicious oblation sets, each featuring the finest items and best quality products prepared in accordance with Chinese traditional requirements as a convenient solution for the new generation of Chinese-Thais.

Each oblation set is guaranteed for hygiene, freshness, and food safety standards that complete the Chinese traditional checklist with all the auspicious representation.

The six ready-made oblation sets include "Sa Sae-Maha Heng Oblation Offerings Set By S-Pure", which comes with a variety of meats considered auspicious for the occasion; "Express Oblation Set", a complete one-stop package that includes confectioneries, meats, fruits, joss paper and an auspicious box; and "Ngow Guay Offerings Set" featuring auspicious fruits.

The "Ngow Piea (Size L) Offerings Set" comprises five kinds of confectioneries and an auspicious box; while the "Ancestral Oblation Offerings Set" has silver and gold joss paper. Available exclusively at Gourmet Market, the "Sa Sae - Maha Sup Offerings Set" gathers a variety of auspicious meats.

Also on offer are premium quality oblation items and products for customers' selection and customisation into oblation sets.



Visit GourmetMarketThailand.com.
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									Palace in Phitsanulok springs to life

									
								

								To honour King Borom Trailokanat, Chan Royal Palace in the old town of Phitsanulok will come back to life with the Thailand Cultural Expo that takes place tomorrow and Saturday. The remarkable light and sound show will allow visitors to step back in time to the reign of King Borom Trailokanat.

 
								During the day, the cultural street will double as a major entertainment venue, complete with a mobile clinic, traditional medical services like massages and acupuncture, a khon show by the Bunditpatanasilpa Institute of Fine Arts and demonstrations of local wisdom.

Additionally, a wide range of distinctive handcrafted products from 17 northern provinces are available.

Visit facebook.com/TAT/Phitsanulok.

[image: TAT Connex.]
TAT Connex.



TAT launches new platform to boost tourism

The Tourism Authority of Thailand just launched its newest TAT Connex platform, where local and international opinion leaders, influencers and media will stay in touch with 10 types of tourism-related businesses such as restaurants and diners, hotel accommodations and homestays, transportation, recreational activities and tourist attractions, as well as health and beauty.

"The TAT Connex platform is designed to bridge the connection between influencers and businesses to generate greater publicity and promote Thailand's tourism offerings. The project reflects our ongoing 'Partnership 360' marketing strategy and digital approach to transform Thai tourism towards a more sustainable and more inclusive growth," said Thapanee Kiatphaibool, TAT governor.

The platform enables influencers and businesses to explore partnership opportunities and generate tourism-related content via various social networks. For businesses, registration is available for free through the website tatconnex.com, while influencers can register via both the website and the TAT Connex app (Android and iOS).

[image: Centara Life.]
Centara Life.



Centara celebrates rebrand with photo shoot

In celebration of the rebranding of Centra by Centara to Centara Life, Centara Hotels & Resorts is organising "The Up-Perience Snapshot" on-ground activity until tomorrow at Empire Tower.

A fun and engaging aspect to the event is when guests immerse themselves in Centara Life's signature experiences in a photo booth with dynamic frames. Here, they may capture their memories and share the images on social media.

Visit centarahotelsresorts.com.

[image: Dusit Thani Kyoto.]
Dusit Thani Kyoto.



Dusit Thani Kyoto receives Michelin Key

Thanks to its prime location, Dusit Thani Kyoto recently received a coveted Michelin Key from the Michelin Guide 2024.

Michelin Keys are awarded only to establishments demonstrating the best of the best across five key areas -- excellence in architecture and interior design; quality and consistency of service; overall personality and character; value for the price; and a significant contribution to the neighbourhood or setting.

To date, Michelin Keys have been awarded to hotels in France, Italy, Spain and select locations in the United States. Japan is the first Asian country to receive Michelin Keys, and Dusit Thani Kyoto is one of only 85 hotels in the country to be named a One Michelin Key establishment.

Launched in September last year, the elegant 147-room hotel provides a peaceful haven for both business and leisure travellers a short stroll from Kyoto Station. Nestled around a lovely and serene courtyard, it features chedi-inspired motifs that pay homage to the ancient Thai city of Ayutthaya, as well as clean lines and subtle colour palette in the Kyoto style to highlight a harmonious balance of timeless elegance and contemporary charm.

Visit dusit-international.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 14-20

									10 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, HBO Go, Prime Video and AFN
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Bad Monkey

Premieres on Aug 14

An adaptation of the Carl Hiaasen novel of the same name, it tells the story of Andrew Yancy, a one-time detective demoted to restaurant inspector in Southern Florida. A severed arm found by a tourist out fishing pulls Yancy into the world of greed and corruption that decimates the land and environment in both Florida and the Bahamas. And yes, there's a monkey.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Emily in Paris: Season 4: Part 1 

Premieres on Aug 15

Emily's life in Paris may have beaucoup drama, but she's ready to make bold choices to get everything she wants from the city -- and man -- of her dreams.

[image: ]

The Union 

Premieres on Aug 16 

A New Jersey construction worker (Mark Wahlberg) goes from regular guy to aspiring spy when his long-lost high school sweetheart (Halle Berry) recruits him for a high-stakes espionage mission.

[image: ]

Love Next Door 

Premieres on Aug 17 

A woman attempting to reboot her life returns to Korea and becomes entangled with her childhood friend -- with whom she shares a complicated history.

[image: ]

The Teachers' Lounge 

Premieres on Aug 18 

When one of her students is suspected of theft, a dedicated teacher decides to investigate, trapping herself between her ideals and the school system.

[image: ]

Terror Tuesday Extreme 

Premieres on Aug 20

Inspired by the Thai horror radio show "Angkhan Khlumpong," this series presents eight stories based on real-life experiences shared by listeners.



HBO/HBO GO

[image: ]

Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga

Premieres on Aug 16

As the world falls, Furiosa is snatched from the Green Place of Many Mothers and falls into the hands of a great Biker Horde led by the Warlord Dementus. Sweeping through the Wasteland, they come across the Citadel presided over by The Immortan Joe. While the two Tyrants war for dominance, Furiosa must survive many trials as she puts together the means to find her way home.

[image: ]

Rick And Morty: The Anime 

Premieres on Aug 16

The Rick and Morty universe expands with the debut of an all-new anime from visionary director Takashi Sano that follows Rick, Morty and the rest of the Smith family in a new intergalactic adventure.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Jackpot! 

Premieres on Aug 15

In the near future, a 'Grand Lottery' has been newly established in California -- the catch: kill the winner before sundown to legally claim their multi-billion dollar jackpot. When Katie Kim (Awkwafina) moves to Los Angeles, she mistakenly finds herself with the winning ticket. Desperate to survive the hordes of jackpot hunters, she reluctantly joins forces with amateur lottery protection agent Noel Cassidy (John Cena) who will do everything in his power to get her to sundown in exchange for a piece of her prize. However, Noel must face off with his slick rival Louis Lewis (Simu Liu), who also seeks to collect Katie's commission at all costs. 



AFN

[image: ]

Makan On Wheels

Premieres on Aug 20

Hosts Bryan Wong, Herman Keh and Chef Melvyn Lee embark on a road trip in a food truck from Singapore to Malaysia, exploring local food, while fostering relationships with the communities on their journey.
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Musical chairs

After Prime Minister Srettha was removed from
office by the Constitutional Court yesterday, the
next prime minister will be chosen from the seven
prime ministerial candidates submitted by five
parties to the Election Commission ahead of last

year’s election. A party with at least 25 MPs
can field up to three such candidates.

GENPRAYUT PIRAPAN
GIANOGIA  SAURATHA
VISHAGA

Pheu Thai Pa : United Thai Nation
141 MPs 0w Party 36 MPs

Exit over ethics: Summary of the court ruling

The nine Constitutional Court judges ruled by a vote of 5-4 to dismiss Prime Minister
Srettha Thavisin for appointing ex-convict Pichit Chuenban as a cabinet minister.

‘The court said Mr Srettha's premiership was terminated because he lacked honesty and
integrity as stipulated by Section 160 (4) of the charter and acted in a way that was
deemed a severe violation of ethics under Section 160 (5).

Mr Srettha was aware that Pichit had a dubious past as he was sentenced to six months
in prison for contempt of court, but he still appointed him as a cabinet minister,
the judges said.

Claims by Mr Srettha that he came from a business background, has limited experience
in politics and has little knowledge of the rule of law and political science were
unwarranted, the court sai

With Mr Srettha's premiership having been terminated, all cabinet ministers must also
vacate office as a result, the court said.
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