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        In Gaza, Israel's Military Has Reached the End of the Line, U.S. Officials Say
        Israel has severely set back Hamas but will never be able to completely eliminate the group, U.S. officials said.

      

      
        Deception and a Gamble: How Ukrainian Troops Invaded Russia
        Planned in secrecy, the incursion was a bold move to upend the war's dynamics and put Moscow on the defensive -- a gambit that could also leave Ukraine exposed.

      

      
        How Christian Conservatives Are Planning for the Next Battle, on I.V.F.
        Republicans may be backing away from abortion, but these activists have a strategy, with or without Trump.

      

      
        Unresponsive Brain-Damaged Patients May Have Some Awareness
        Many patients thought to be in vegetative or minimally conscious states may be capable of thought, researchers reported.

      

      
        When Will They Speak Again? Once Close, Biden and Pelosi Are at Odds.
        President Biden is upset that Representative Nancy Pelosi worked to get him out of the race. She is losing sleep over it.

      

      
        Harris Is Set to Lay Out an Economic Message Light on Detail
        The vice president is expected to recalibrate President Biden's policy themes in a bid to turn the Democratic economic agenda into an asset.

      

      
        Meet a Family That's Betting the Farm on a Wild Idea. Literally.
        After decades raising hogs in Iowa, they wanted a way out of factory farming. Their solution was a return to nature, and a lot of mushrooms.

      

      
        A.L.S. Stole His Voice. A.I. Retrieved It.
        In an experiment that surpassed expectations, implants in a patient's brain were able to recognize words he tried to speak, and A.I. helped produce sounds that came close to matching his true voice.

      

      
        Japan's Leader, Fumio Kishida, Will Step Down
        The unpopular prime minister is bowing to pressure within his party. But it is unclear whether the party is truly ready to choose a candidate who will meet the public's concerns.

      

      
        How Extreme Heat Is Threatening Education Progress Worldwide
        Children today face many more extreme weather hazards that can undermine global gains in education.

      

      
        Hunter Biden Sought State Department Help for Ukrainian Company
        After President Biden dropped his re-election bid, his administration released records showing that while he was vice president, his son solicited U.S. government assistance.

      

      
        Trial in Texas School Shooting Asks: Could the Gunman's Parents Have Stopped It?
        The case, against the parents of a gunman who killed 10 people in Santa Fe, Texas, in 2018, is among the first in which school shooting victims are trying to hold parents liable in civil court.

      

      
        Can This Country Show Europe How to Compete Again?
        Sweden outperforms in tech, has a roster of $1 billion-plus start-ups and could be a model as the European Union refigures its growth policies.

      

      
        U.S. Said to Consider a Breakup of Google to Address Search Monopoly
        The Justice Department and state attorneys general are discussing various scenarios to remedy Google's dominance in online search, including a breakup of the company.

      

      
        This Enormous Artwork Turns a Palace Into a Pawnshop
        Christoph Buchel's vast installation in Venice is compelling, obsessive and sometimes hilarious.

      

      
        Missy Elliott, Pop World Builder, Brings a Hip-Hop Fantasia to Brooklyn
        For her first headlining tour in an innovative three-decade career, Elliott unleashed a relentless and exhilarating display of theatrical and visual ambition.

      

      
        What People Wear in One of the Happiest Places on Earth
        At Copenhagen Fashion Week, outfits on and off the runway had a lively spirit that reflected the event's location in a country known for its quality of life.
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Israel has achieved all that it can militarily in Gaza, according to senior American officials, who say continued bombings are only increasing risks to civilians while the possibility of further weakening Hamas has diminished.



With the Biden administration racing to get cease-fire negotiations back on track, a growing number of national security officials across the government said that the Israeli military had severely set back Hamas but would never be able to completely eliminate the group.



In many respects, Israel's military operation has done far more damage against Hamas than U.S. officials had predicted when the war began in October.



Israeli forces can now move freely throughout Gaza, the officials said, and Hamas is bloodied and damaged. Israel has destroyed or seized crucial supply routes from Egypt into Gaza. About 14,000 combatants in Gaza have been killed or captured, the Israeli military said last month. (The U.S. intelligence agencies use different, more conservative methodologies to estimate Hamas casualties, though the precise number remains classified.)



The Israeli military also asserted that it had eliminated half the leadership of the Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, including the top leaders Muhammad Deif and Marwan Issa.



But one of Israel's biggest remaining goals -- the return of the roughly 115 living and dead hostages still held in Gaza after being seized in the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks -- cannot be achieved militarily, according to current and former American and Israeli officials.




A school in Gaza City being used as a shelter was destroyed in an Israeli strike this month.




Over the past 10 months, "Israel has been able to disrupt Hamas, kill a number of their leaders and largely reduce the threat to Israel that existed before Oct. 7," said Gen. Joseph L. Votel, the former head of U.S. Central Command. Hamas is now "a diminished" organization, he added. But he said the release of the hostages could be secured only through negotiations.



The latest assessment comes as an array of administration officials are fanning out across the region to try to nail down a Gaza cease-fire deal and possibly avert a retaliatory attack by Iran and its allies in response to the recent Israeli assassinations of senior Iranian-backed proxy leaders, U.S. officials said.



William J. Burns, the C.I.A. director, is due in Qatar on Thursday. Brett McGurk, President Biden's Middle East coordinator, has headed to Egypt and Qatar. Amos Hochstein, a senior White House adviser, landed in Lebanon. One of the messages the officials are expected to deliver is that there is little more Israel can accomplish against Hamas.



On Tuesday, Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III spoke with the Israeli defense minister, Yoav Gallant, as the two prepared for possible retaliatory strikes by Iran or Hezbollah in Israel.



Tensions within Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government exploded into public view again this week after the news media reported that Mr. Gallant had questioned the prime minister's goal of a "total victory" over Hamas in a closed-door meeting.



Mr. Austin and other officials in the Biden administration share Mr. Gallant's view that a cease-fire agreement that returns the hostages is in Israel's best interest.



Israel's most recent military operations have been something of a Whac-a-Mole strategy in the eyes of American analysts. As Israel develops intelligence about a potential regrouping of Hamas fighters, the Israel Defense Forces have moved to go in after them.



But U.S. officials are skeptical that approach will yield decisive results. To prevent its fighters from being targeted, Hamas has urged them to hide in its vast tunnel network under Gaza or among civilians. From the beginning of the war, Hamas's basic strategy has been survival, and that has not changed, U.S. officials said.




Israel's seizure in May of the Philadelphi Corridor, which runs along Gaza's southern border, fulfilled another goal of the invasion.




Yaakov Amidror, a retired major general who served as Mr. Netanyahu's national security adviser, rejected the notion that Israel had nothing more to gain in Gaza through force.



"Israel's achievements in Gaza are impressive, but they're far from what should be achieved," said General Amidror, who is now a fellow at the Jewish Institute for National Security of America. "If Israel evacuates its forces now, within a year, Hamas will be strong again."



He emphasized that stopping the war now would be a "disaster" for Israel.



Another two to three months of high-intensity fighting in central and southern Gaza are needed, he added. After that phase, Israel could transition to conducting intelligence-based raids and strikes for around a year to take out remaining Hamas fighters and weapons infrastructure before allowing another party to take over the administration of Gaza, he said.



While Israel has tried to damage the tunnels, it has failed to destroy them, American officials said. Some of the larger tunnel complexes, which Hamas has used as command posts, have been rendered inoperable. But the network has proved much larger than Israel anticipated, and it remains an effective way for Hamas to hide its leaders and move around fighters.



And even as the Israel Defense Forces have seized territory and killed Hamas fighters from north to south of the territory, they have repeatedly had to go back in as Hamas fighters regrouped. For example, Israel weakened Hamas's grip in the Jabaliya camp, in northern Gaza, but had to return to the area in May after the group reconstituted in the power vacuum.



Current and former Pentagon officials complain that Israel has not yet demonstrated that it can secure all of the areas in Gaza that it has seized, particularly after its forces pull back. And even when Israel uses 250-pound small-diameter bombs to destroy pockets of resistance, as American officials have urged it to do, its military still ends up killing civilians, as it did last weekend when a school compound sheltering displaced Gazans was hit in an airstrike.



"Hamas is a terrorist organization -- for them, just surviving is victory," said Dana Stroul, the Pentagon's former top Middle East policy official who is now a scholar at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "They will continue to reconstitute and pop up after the I.D.F. says they have cleared an area without follow-on plans for security and governance in Gaza."



For all the damage rained down on the enclave from Israeli bombs, and all the Palestinian fighters killed, Hamas retains some military strength.



"Hamas is largely depleted but not wiped out, and the Israelis may never achieve the total annihilation of Hamas," said Ralph Goff, a former senior C.I.A. official who served in the Middle East.



But U.S. officials believe that Israel has achieved a meaningful military victory. Hamas is no longer capable of planning or executing an attack on the scale of Oct. 7, and its ability to launch smaller terrorist attacks on Israel is in doubt, they say.



Hamas has been so damaged in the war that its officials have told international negotiators it is willing to give up civilian control of Gaza to an independent group after a cease-fire is in place. How long Hamas will be willing to give up power will depend on what happens after a cease-fire, and what concessions Israel is prepared to make, American officials said.




For all the damage rained down on Gaza from Israeli bombs, and all the Palestinian fighters killed, Hamas retains some military strength.




Hamas suffered a significant blow in May, according to American officials, when Israel's military invaded Rafah in southern Gaza. Officials in Washington had warned against the operation because they feared the deep humanitarian costs. But Israel used its occupation of Rafah to cut off tunnels between Egypt and Gaza, a critical weapons supply route for Hamas.



Israel's seizure, also in May, of a strip of land that runs along Gaza's southern border fulfilled another goal of the invasion, although it portends further isolation for Palestinians.



The strip, called the Philadelphi Corridor by Israel and Salah Al Din by Egypt, is around 300 feet wide and runs roughly eight miles from Israel's border to the Mediterranean. To the northeast is Gaza, while Egypt lies to the southwest. Egyptian border guards have been policing the land under an agreement made with Israel in 2005 when Israeli forces withdrew from Gaza back then.



Israel accused Hamas of using tunnels beneath the strip to smuggle weapons and personnel. But the tunnels have also been used to bring food and other goods into Gaza.



Military officials say the seizure of the strip has further isolated the territory, which was already facing a widespread hunger crisis.



While Israel has rescued some hostages held above ground in elaborate operations, many of the hostages are hidden in the tunnel network.



Biden administration officials say diplomacy is the only way that Israel can achieve possibly its biggest goal -- getting its hostages back.



For Hamas to agree to release the hostages, American officials say it is critical to have incentives for the group to remain on the sidelines after a cease-fire deal is struck. The biggest incentive, U.S. officials said, is a meaningful pathway to an independent Palestinian state. 



If a cease-fire does come, Hamas will struggle to regain its strength. It will have to rearm with a diminished flow of weapons from Iran, analysts and officials say, and it will have to begin what could be a difficult process of recruiting fighters from a war-weary Palestinian population.



The biggest unknown for both Israel and the Palestinians is who, or what, comes after Hamas, American and other Western officials say.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/us/politics/israel-military-gaza-war.html
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The scenes were decidedly Russian. A Gazprom facility. Flags with the country's signature three horizontal stripes of white, blue and red. A Pyatyorochka supermarket.



The soldiers posting the videos, verified by The New York Times, were Ukrainian, almost giddily showing off just how easily they had pushed over the border and through Russian lines of defense in the past week.



In the Russian town of 
Sverdlikovo
, a Ukrainian soldier climbed onto another's shoulders, broke off the wooden post anchored to a town council building and threw the Russian flag to the ground. In 
Daryino
, a town five miles to the west, other soldiers also grabbed a Russian flag. "Just throw it away," a Ukrainian soldier said, grinning, as another flexed his muscles.



On Aug. 6, Ukraine launched 
an audacious military offensive
, planned and executed in secrecy, with the aim of upending the dynamics of a war it has appeared to be losing, town by town, as Russian troops have 
ground forward
 in the east. The operation surprised even Kyiv's closest allies, including the United States, and has pushed the limits of how Western military equipment would be permitted to be used inside Russian territory.



For Russia, it was a moment nearly as shocking as the mercenary Yevgeny V. Prigozhin's 
march on Moscow
 in June 2023: the vaunted security state that President Vladimir V. Putin had built crumbled in the face of the surprise attack, failing in its basic task of protecting its citizens. And the unwritten social contract that has largely accompanied Mr. Putin's 30-month campaign -- that most Russians could get on with their normal lives even as he waged war -- was cast into question anew.



Mostly on the defensive since a failed counteroffensive last year, Ukraine has pushed seven miles into Russia along a 25-mile front and taken dozens of Russian soldiers as prisoners, analysts and Russian officials say. The governor of Russia's Kursk region said on Monday that Ukraine controls 28 towns and villages there. More than 132,000 people have been evacuated from nearby areas, Russian officials said.



"Russia brought war to others, and now it is coming home," President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine said in his Monday night address.



This offensive is a major gamble, especially since Russia dominates much of the frontline in Ukraine and has made significant inroads in the east. If Ukrainian troops are able to hold territory, they could stretch the capacity of Russian troops, deliver a major embarrassment for Mr. Putin and get a bargaining chip for any peace negotiations. But if Russia manages to push Ukrainian troops out of Kursk and simultaneously move forward in eastern Ukraine, Ukrainian military leaders could be blamed for giving the Russians an opening to gain more ground, particularly in the Donetsk region.




Nina Klymenko, 90, being carried on a stretcher by a Ukrainian evacuation team in the village of Yunakivka in Ukraine's Sumy region, near the border on Monday.




U.S. officials told The Times they were given no formal heads-up about the high-risk mission -- possibly because Ukrainian officials feared the Americans would try to persuade Ukraine to call it off, possibly because of Ukraine's obsessive concern over leaks. Ukraine was also using American-supplied vehicles, arms and munitions, despite President Biden's caution in May that Ukraine could only use American-made weapons inside Russia for limited 
self-defense strikes
.



U.S. officials have said that Ukraine's cross-border offensive didn't violate that policy. "They are taking actions to protect themselves from attacks," Sabrina Singh, the Pentagon's deputy press secretary, said on Thursday.



Ukrainian officials have remained tight-lipped about the mission, including whether they intend to hold ground or fall back to defenses on their side of the border. Mr. Zelensky only acknowledged the operation publicly for the first time on Saturday. Ukrainian soldiers said they didn't know the plan in advance. Military analysts who spend their days tracking the war said they were surprised.



"This is a good example of how a modern successful operation requires extreme operational security measures and deception," said Pasi Paroinen, an analyst from the Black Bird Group, a Finland-based organization that analyzes battlefield footage. He added that if analysts couldn't detect it, the Russians might not be able to either.



A quiet buildup



There were hints of what was to come.



Maps of the battlefield compiled by independent analysts show that soldiers from brigades long fighting in the east had moved discreetly into Ukraine's Sumy region, just across the border from Kursk. A drone battalion from the 22nd Mechanized Brigade, which for nearly a year had defended 
the beleaguered frontline town of Chasiv Yar
, was spotted near the border in mid-July. Troops from the 82nd Air Assault Brigade, engaged in 
fierce combat near Vovchansk
 in Ukraine's Kharkiv region, also shifted to the area. So did soldiers from the 80th Air Assault Brigade, which was at the forefront of fighting in the Kharkiv region this spring.



A few Russians noticed. A report was submitted to Russian military leadership about a month before the attack saying that "forces had been detected and that intelligence indicated preparations for an attack," Andrei Gurulyov, a prominent member of Russia's Parliament and a former high-ranking army officer, said after the incursion.



"But from the top came the order not to panic, and that those above know better," Mr. Gurulyov 
lamented on national television
.



Any movement could have been misconstrued as a new defensive posture. The Ukrainian Army sometimes splits brigades into smaller battalions scattered across the battlefield, and 
Sumy
 has long been rumored as a place where Russia might try opening a new front.



Few expected Ukraine to be able to launch a new offensive. Ukrainian brigades were running 
low on ammunition
. Even as new weapons started arriving this spring and summer from the West, an almost 
fatalistic mood
 had taken hold of many Ukrainians, that they were losing ground in the east, foot by foot.



Ukraine shuffled parts of brigades into the Sumy area under the pretenses of training and picking up new equipment, said one brigade's deputy commander, Lt. Col. Artem, who asked to be identified only by his first name and rank, in keeping with military protocol.



Heavy weaponry moved in. Soldiers piled into houses. The Ukrainians hid in plain sight. Officers were told to avoid wearing military uniforms when entering towns and cities so they didn't draw attention, said one officer, who identified himself by his call sign, "Tykhyi," in keeping with military protocol.




A Ukrainian man pushing his bicycle past a tank along a road, about 10 miles from the Russian border in Ukraine's Sumy region on Monday.




Some residents noticed the buildup. "Maybe they were reinforcing the border, or maybe building something?" said Elena Sima, the head of the Yunakivka district, about five miles from the border. "Everybody was guessing."



In the village of Khotyn, the rumble of heavy, tracked vehicles woke up Natalya Vyalina, a 44-year-old kindergarten teacher, several nights in a row. She assumed others heard it, too. But in the village, she said, "nobody said anything."



Even within the army, many were kept in the dark. Tykhyi -- which means "quiet one" in Ukrainian -- said some units were told of their mission only at the last moment.



On Aug. 3, Colonel Artem said, his brigade commander summoned senior officers to a meeting on the side of a forest road to announce the mission's goals. To divert Russian troops to help fellow soldiers fighting in the eastern Donbas region. To push Russian artillery out of range of Sumy. To demoralize the Russians by showing their intelligence and planning failures.



'Difficult challenges ahead'



The Ukrainian military hadn't tried a serious push into Russia since the beginning of Moscow's full-scale invasion in 2022. Commandos had made quick forays across the border, one in 
May 2023
 and another this 
March
. They were claimed by two shadowy paramilitary groups with ties to Ukraine: the Russian Volunteer Corps and the Freedom of Russia Legion.




Members of a paramilitary group with ties to Ukraine that made an incursion into Russia this March.




Away from the fighting, the Kursk region posed an easier target than elsewhere along the 600-mile front in the east and south of Ukraine. It had fewer anti-armored vehicle ditches, fewer of the anti-tank pyramid obstacles known as dragon's teeth and fewer manned fighting positions, said Brady Africk, 
an American analyst who maps Russia's defenses
. Russia also appeared to have sown fewer mines in the Kursk region than in occupied Ukrainian territories.



"Russia's fortifications in Kursk are less dense than in other areas where Russian forces have built formidable defenses, such as in the south," Mr. Africk said.



Just before noon on Aug. 6, Russian authorities claimed about 300 soldiers, more than 20 armored combat vehicles and 11 tanks from Ukraine's 22nd Mechanized Brigade had crossed into the country. But those 
initial reports
 were greeted with a shrug. Disinformation and propaganda have become 
another kind of front
 in this war, and no one thought such an incursion made any tactical sense. 



Hundreds more Ukrainian forces surged forward, breaching border checkpoints and pushing through two lines of defense. With fewer mines and fewer anti-military obstacles, Ukrainian mechanized brigades moved 
quickly
.



Oleksandr, a Ukrainian infantry soldier who declined to give his last name, citing military security protocols, said many Russian soldiers fled as the Ukrainians pushed forward. Eight Russian soldiers surrendered at one checkpoint, he added.




People who were evacuated from the border regions, including from Sudzha, Russia, at dinner at a temporary shelter in Kursk on Monday.




Early Wednesday, senior U.S. officials woke up to a shock: They learned that more than 1,000 regular Ukrainian Army forces had crossed the border the day before, equipped with mobile air defenses and electronic-warfare equipment to jam Russian radar. Some were driving in armored vehicles sent by Germany and the United States. The soldiers appeared to be planning for an extended fight.



As late as Thursday, U.S. officials said, they were still seeking clarity from Ukrainian officials on the operation's logic and rationale. Since then, Ukrainian leaders have briefed senior U.S. civilian officials and top military commanders on their goals.



The American officials said they were surprised at how well the operation has gone so far, but were skeptical that the Ukrainians could hold onto their gains. And in making the incursion, they said, Ukraine has created new vulnerabilities along the front where its forces are already stretched thin.



Videos show Ukrainian forces may have faced resistance at times, although there is not visual evidence of widespread losses.



Outside the Russian village of Kremyanoye, a video filmed by a Russian soldier shows Russian soldiers ransacking a 
captured Ukrainian armored vehicle,
 and taking away what appeared to be ammunition and other supplies. In another video filmed a few hundred meters away, a Russian soldier tried to rip a Ukrainian flag patch from the uniform of a dead soldier lying in the grass. Other footage, 
posted on Telegram
 by Russia's Ministry of Defense, appeared to show Russian forces firing on a Ukrainian brigade around the Kursk region.



"We all have joy in our hearts," the Ukrainian soldier, Oleksandr, said in a phone interview at 5 p.m. on Thursday, from somewhere inside Russia. "But we realize that there are still difficult challenges ahead."



Some Ukrainian troops haven't been able to stop themselves from publicizing their moves. They've posted videos and selfies from Russian towns like Sudzha or villages like Poroz and Dmitriukov, bragging about how they have finally taken the fight to Russia.



Outside a Pyatyorochka store in Sudzha, about six miles from the Russian border, one 
Ukrainian soldier
 said that a Ukrainian supermarket chain, ATB, was much better. "Glory to Ukraine," he said in a video, which like others were verified by The Times. "No Pyatyorochka, ATB will be here soon."



Four Ukrainian soldiers 
posed
 outside a nearby Gazprom facility, the Russian state-owned gas monopoly.



"From Sudzha, our news is as follows: The town is controlled by the armed forces of Ukraine," one said, holding a rifle and standing in front of three soldiers brandishing a blue-and-yellow Ukrainian flag. "Peace in the town. All houses are intact." He added: "I wish everyone a peaceful sky."



One 
video
 filmed by Ukrainian forces showed Ukrainian armored vehicles gliding along roads and through open fields in the Kursk region. 
Another
 showed a convoy of a dozen or so burned Russian vehicle husks near the town of Rylsk, some 20 miles inside Russian territory. Bodies could be seen in the back of some trucks.



About three days after the incursion began, a 
Ukrainian strike
 destroyed an apparent munitions depot at Russia's Lipetsk military airfield in the neighboring region. 




Destroyed and burned buildings at a military airfield in Lipetsk, Russia, on Aug. 9, 2024.




Whether or not the strike was directly related to the ground advance, "Ukraine's Kursk campaign de facto benefits," said 
George Barros
, an analyst with the Washington-based Institute for the Study of War.



A haphazard evacuation



For Russians near the border, the incursion arrived with loud booms. Roman, 49, a government worker who insisted on anonymity because he feared repercussions for speaking to a Western news outlet, said shelling woke him at 3:30 a.m. in his village outside Sudzha on Aug. 6, the first day of Ukraine's incursion.



The next day, he and his wife drove to Kursk, the regional capital, because they knew their daughter's school wouldn't soon reopen. That night, they returned to evacuate their parents. They drove on side roads with their headlights off, stopping repeatedly to listen for drones.



Roman said people inundated him with requests for help reaching their relatives. He and others said the incursion appeared to have come as such a shock to the authorities that residents had to rely on each other.




People who were evacuated from the border regions waiting for supplies being distributed on Monday in Kursk, Russia.




A Sudzha resident named Ivan, 34, said in a text exchange Thursday that he was trying to evacuate residents. Later in the day, he wrote that he was in the hospital. His car had been hit by shelling while leaving Sudzha, home to around 6,000 people. And he had learned that the coffee shop where he worked had been damaged in the fighting.



"We've all been ditched," Ivan said, also insisting on anonymity. "People are helping with whatever they can. The government doesn't care."



On Monday, the governor of Kursk said more than 100 civilians had been injured and a dozen killed, although the figures could not be independently verified.



The Times reviewed several satellite images captured since Aug. 6 that showed at least two dozen structures were damaged or destroyed in Sudzha and a neighboring village, Goncharovka, including homes, an apartment building, a gas station and support buildings of an arts school.



As the incursion expanded, the city of Kursk -- whose name evokes for many Russians the enormous World War II tank battle nearby in which the Soviets stopped the German advance -- filled with people fleeing the fighting. They lined up for help at aid centers set up by charity groups, Yan S. Furtsev, 38, an independent political activist in the city, said in an interview.



Nerves were frayed, he said, by shaky cellphone service and incessant air-raid warnings. Buses stopped when the sirens sounded. Those who couldn't afford taxis were walking to work or relying on strangers for rides.



Whether the incursion would change people's views on the war was another matter. On state television, the Kremlin played down the significance of the offensive, rather than casting it as a consequence of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



"There are a lot of different opinions" about the war, Mr. Furtsev said. "But as for what people think, everyone believes that this is a tragedy."




A damaged apartment building in Kursk, Russia, on Monday.




Michael Schwirtz
, 
Adam Entous
, 
Dzvinka Pinchuk
, 
Evelina Riabenko
, 
Aric Toler
, 
Christoph Koettl
 contributed reporting. 
Axel Boada
 contributed video production.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/13/world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-kursk-offensive.html
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How Christian Conservatives Are Planning for the Next Battle, on I.V.F.



Republicans may be backing away from abortion, but these activists have a strategy, with or without Trump.




Christian conservative activists are pushing ahead, fighting to restrict not only access to abortion but also to I.V.F. Here, frozen egg samples inside an I.V.F. facility. 




By Elizabeth Dias


Aug 14, 2024


The pivot seems clear. The Republican Party of the post-Roe era is sidelining anti-abortion activists. Project 2025, the conservative blueprint with 
innovative abortion bans
, has been disavowed by Donald Trump. And the new G.O.P. party platform even promises to advance access to in vitro fertilization.



But as Mr. Trump distances himself from the anti-abortion revolution his own administration ushered in, a powerful battalion of conservative Christians has pushed ahead. In recent months, they have quietly laid the groundwork for their fight to restrict not only access to abortion but also to I.V.F.



They are planting seeds for their ultimate goal of ending abortion from conception, both within the Republican Party and beyond it. They face a tough political battle since their positions are largely unpopular and do not reflect majority opinion, particularly on I.V.F.



As they see it, their challenge spans generations, not simply a single political cycle. And their approach -- including controlling regulatory language, state party platforms and the definition of when life begins -- reflects an incremental strategy similar to the one activists used for decades to eventually overturn Roe v. Wade.



"I expect there will be steps backwards as well as what we are working toward, which are long strikes forward," said R. Albert Mohler Jr., president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky., who has been newly mobilizing evangelicals against I.V.F.



The fall of Roe itself was far from linear, he noted. "It was nearly a half century of work, a half century of frustration, a half century of setbacks as well as advances," Mr. Mohler said. "It will be a hard uphill climb, but that's what we are called to."



Some of this groundwork is easy to notice. Mr. Mohler helped lead a successful campaign in June to get the Southern Baptist Convention, the country's largest Protestant denomination, 
to oppose the use of I.V.F.
 for the first time, even though the procedure is widely popular among evangelical families. The vote served to redirect the abortion conversation within evangelical churches to fertility treatments, and to give ardent I.V.F. opponents a new data point to prove to Republican politicians that their key voters could support efforts against I.V.F.




Members of Students for Life of America, an anti-abortion group, protest in 2020 near the Supreme Court. The group wants to increase regulation of I.V.F.




Other change is happening more quietly. This year, several state Republican parties added new anti-abortion language to their own platforms, even if the national party went the opposite direction. Idaho's Republican Party added a five-word phrase -- "the destruction of human embryos" -- to a list of things it opposes, indicating a stand against common I.V.F. procedures. A similar line already existed in North Carolina's platform.



Texas Republicans added a line defining abortion as "homicide," creating an argument for possible prosecutions for doctors who perform the procedure and women who undergo it. South Carolina added language that took aim at the Food and Drug Administration's approval of a common medication used in pregnancy terminations, including miscarriages: "We oppose the F.D.A. and their efforts to make 'chemical abortions' easily obtainable and accessible."



The national Republican platform removed a reference to "children before birth." But the movement to advance "fetal personhood" -- granting embryos rights as persons through a novel reading of the 14th Amendment -- continues to press ahead.



Students for Life of America, a prominent anti-abortion group, wants increased regulation of I.V.F. It is working to create a legal rationale for fetal personhood in forthcoming abortion-related bills in Congress and in the states. Its strategy follows a similar one, 
carefully planned by activists
, that led to the Mississippi abortion ban undoing of Roe. 



Roe had blocked efforts to advance an anti-abortion argument about the 14th Amendment, said Kristi Hamrick, a longtime strategist for the group. "But Roe is gone, and we are in a new legal environment, and so it makes sense that that becomes part of our conversation," she said.



There is also a new anti-abortion "minority report," issued by a coalition of 19 Republican delegates to the convention, to emphasize their discontent with the party platform.



The delegates, led by Tony Perkins, the president of the conservative Family Research Council, stressed their goals of "ending the exploitation of embryonic human beings, and above all recognizing the application of 14th Amendment protections to our developing offspring."



Though their views did not make the main convention stage, they have an ideological ally in JD Vance, who has said he is "100 percent pro-life." Even now as Mr. Vance, the vice-presidential candidate, defends Mr. Trump's backtracked positions, he has used the safety language common to anti-abortion activists, when discussing Mr. Trump's views on mifepristone, a widely available drug used in medication abortion.



"He just wants to make sure that drugs are safe and effective before they're out there in the market, and of course that doctors are properly controlling this stuff so that people don't get hurt," Mr. Vance 
said
 Sunday on CBS's "Face the Nation."



The American Association of Pro-Life OB-GYNs, one of the anti-abortion groups that sued the Food and Drug Administration to curtail distribution of mifepristone, currently does not have a position on I.V.F., but it is mapping out new guidance for the procedure. Although its case was 
recently rejected by the Supreme Court
, the group started a lobbying wing in June to prepare for future advocacy campaigns.




Dr. Christina Francis of the American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists.




Dr. Christina Francis, who leads the association, said the group was planning a report that would not take a position against I.V.F. Instead it would identify "the gaps in our ethics surrounding I.V.F.," she said, and suggest some "guardrails." That rhetoric -- "ethics" and "guardrails" -- reflects a similar strategy that was used to eventually achieve the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.



Germany, Dr. Francis pointed out, limits I.V.F., and she suggested that I.V.F. procedures would ideally create one embryo, or for an older woman, possibly two.



"You're definitely going to have the least number of ethical dilemmas if you are doing fresh transfer," without freezing embryos, she said. "Even just having this discussion as a country, and as a profession honestly in medicine, is a good discussion to have."



Kristen Ullman, president of the Eagle Forum, which was founded by the social conservative leader Phyllis Schlafly, said that her movement could "absolutely" move forward to regulate I.V.F., despite the "disappointment" of the G.O.P. position.



"The platform, it's not legislation," she said. And while the new Republican platform is much shorter with fewer specifics on abortion-related policy priorities, it has an upside, she added: "You can be deliberately vague."



In the past, rejection by the Republican Party has prompted abortion opponents to double down and find new ways to gain power. After Mitt Romney lost the 2012 presidential election, party leaders explicitly blamed anti-abortion activists, saying their views were out of step with a liberalizing America. But activists pushed back and used an outsider, Mr. Trump, to leverage their power, embedding themselves in his administration and his remade Republican Party.



The anti-abortion coalition knows that its ambitions would once again almost certainly be advanced by another Trump term, with government officials who share its goals and would be embedded in powerful positions.



For years before Roe was overturned, activists pursued policies at the edges, using reporting requirements and data gathering, to lay a foundation for their ultimate goals. Today, anti-abortion activists see ways to use these officials to chip away at access for the procedure and potentially fertility treatments through new regulations from federal agencies like the F.D.A., Health and Human Services, and the Environmental Protection Agency.



"What will happen in a Trump administration is all dependent on the people that are in the administration," Ms. Ullman said.
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Unresponsive Brain-Damaged Patients May Have Some Awareness



Many patients thought to be in vegetative or minimally conscious states may be capable of thought, researchers reported.




Colored computed-tomography scan of the brain of a 42-year-old patient in a coma with unresponsive pupil dilation. A study suggests that some people might be able to think and remain at least somewhat aware in a vegetative state.




By Carl Zimmer


Aug 14, 2024


When people suffer severe brain damage -- as a result of car crashes, for example, or falls or aneurysms -- they may slip into a coma for weeks, their eyes closed, their bodies unresponsive.



Some recover, but others enter a mysterious state: eyes open, yet without clear signs of consciousness. Hundreds of thousands of such patients in the United States alone are diagnosed in a vegetative state or as minimally conscious. They may survive for decades without regaining a connection to the outside world.



These patients pose an agonizing mystery both for their families and for the medical professionals who care for them. Even if they can't communicate, might they still be aware?



A large 
study
 published on Wednesday suggests that a quarter of them are.



Teams of neurologists at six research centers asked 241 unresponsive patients to spend several minutes at a time doing complex cognitive tasks, such as imagining themselves playing tennis. Twenty-five percent of them responded with the same patterns of brain activity seen in healthy people, suggesting that they were able to think and at least somewhat aware.



Dr. Nicholas Schiff, a neurologist at Weill Cornell Medicine and an author of the study, said the study shows that up to 100,000 patients in the United States alone might have some level of consciousness despite their devastating injuries.



The results should lead to more sophisticated exams of people with so-called disorders of consciousness, and to more research into how these patients might communicate with the outside world, he said: "It's not OK to know this and to do nothing."



When people lose consciousness after a brain injury, neurologists traditionally diagnose them with a bedside exam. They may ask patients to say something, to look to their left or right, or to give a thumbs-up.



A patient who doesn't respond at all might be diagnosed as being in a vegetative state. A patient who produces only fleeting responses might be diagnosed as minimally conscious.



Starting in the late 1990s
, Dr. Schiff and his colleagues took detailed scans of the brains of some patients with disorders of consciousness. While many of them turned out to have massive damage, others had surprisingly large swaths of intact tissue.



The neurologists wondered if at least some of the patients were still "in there" -- and just couldn't let anyone know.



A few teams of researchers began searching for signs of awareness. They first used a technique called functional magnetic resonance imaging to track the flow of blood through the brain.



In a 2006 study
, Adrian Owen, then at the Medical Research Council Cognition and Brain Sciences Unit in Cambridge, England, and his colleagues asked a woman diagnosed as being in a vegetative state to imagine playing tennis.



Regions of her brain became active in response, imaging scans showed. They were the same regions that become active in undamaged brains.



The early studies left neurologists wondering whether such a condition -- which Dr. Schiff calls cognitive motor dissociation -- was rare. The only way to get an answer was to run a large survey.



Six groups of experts, including Dr. Owen's and Dr. Schiff's teams, began collaborating on a survey in 2008. To accelerate it, they figured out how to record brain activity in patients with an electrode-covered cap. It's much easier to use electrodes to test patients at their bedside than to wheel them into a brain scanner.



Despite these advances, the work crept forward slowly. The researchers had to get permission from the families of patients to examine them, and then they had to carry out a standardized set of tests.



To make sure that false signals did not fool them, the researchers tried to get the patients to perform cognitive tasks over the course of several minutes.



The researchers tested 241 patients who did not respond to commands during a traditional exam. They also had healthy volunteers perform the same tasks. The researchers then handed the data over to a team of statisticians at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. The team performed the analysis without knowing which results came from which research group.



Their analysis revealed that 60 patients showed signs of awareness on the functional M.R.I. scans, electrode recordings, or both. The results were published in The New England Journal of Medicine.



Dr. Schiff said that the results may be biased by the fact that he and his colleagues examined the patients eight months on average after their injuries. The people who managed to survive that long might be more resilient than the ones who died sooner. And that resilience might have made them more likely to remain aware.



On the other hand, Dr. Schiff argued, the tests were so demanding that some patients with some awareness probably did not score positive results. "We're likely to be missing people," he said.



Dr. James Bernat, a neurologist at the Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth who was not involved in the study, said that it offered a definitive look at cognitive motor dissociation.



"This is, without a doubt, the largest study that's ever been done" of these patients, he said. "It's done by the best people at the best places, so we're not going to be seeing a better one coming down the pike in a long, long time."



It's possible that people with disorders of consciousness may one day take advantage of brain implants that have been developed to help people with other conditions to communicate.



On Wednesday, another team of researchers reported that a patient paralyzed by amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig's disease, 
was able to communicate through a brain implant
 after just 30 minutes of training.



Dr. Schiff suspects that some people with cognitive motor dissociation will probably be able to master these implants.



"We have tens of thousands of people like that," he said. "We should do something about it."
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When Will They Speak Again? Once Close, Biden and Pelosi Are at Odds.



President Biden is upset that Representative Nancy Pelosi worked to get him out of the race. She is losing sleep over it.








By Annie Karni


Aug 14, 2024


When Joseph R. Biden Jr. visited San Francisco as a freshly minted senator and single father in the early 1970s, it was a well-known local fund-raiser and stay-at-home mother of five, Nancy Pelosi, who lent him her Jeep to get around town.



Over the next five decades, the two old-school Catholic Democrats who grew up in the era of Elvis Presley and were inspired by the election of the country's first Catholic president, John F. Kennedy, cultivated a natural friendship.



They discovered that they both carried rosaries in their pockets. They learned how to wield power in Washington as leaders of top-tier congressional committees: the House Intelligence and Appropriations Committees for her, the Senate Foreign Relations and Judiciary Committees for him.



In May, at the twilights of their long careers, Mr. Biden, 81, awarded Ms. Pelosi, 84, the Presidential Medal of Freedom, anointing her the "greatest speaker of the House of Representatives in history."



That was then. In July, Ms. Pelosi began pushing for Mr. Biden to exit the presidential race, and the two have not spoken since he made the difficult decision to step aside. There are multiple reports that Mr. Biden is angry with her. (On Wednesday, a person close to him said he was "unhappy" with the way things went.)



Ms. Pelosi has been making the rounds on a book tour, which has given her the opportunity to disparage Mr. Biden's political team for failing, she has said, to put in place a winning presidential campaign.



It has made for an uncomfortable split screen. Ms. Pelosi, who in 2022 made the decision to step down and allow a new generation of leaders in the House to rise, is basking in her power. ("The Art of Power" is the title of her book.) Mr. Biden has all but disappeared from the stage, in part because of the role she played in stripping him of his.



It is not clear when they will speak again, a painful reality that Ms. Pelosi admits keeps her up at night. "I hope so, I pray so, I cry so. I lose sleep on it," she 
told David Remnick
, the editor in chief of The New Yorker, earlier this month, when pressed on whether her relationship with Mr. Biden would survive.



What she did not say is that you can't make friends of 50 years when you are in your ninth decade, the kind who knew you way back when.




Ms. Pelosi continues to praise Mr. Biden, whose legacy people close to her say she wants to burnish. She has instead disparaged his political advisers.




In the late 1980s, when Ms. Pelosi was first elected to Congress and was spending time in Rehoboth, Del., the beach her Baltimore-based family loved to go to when she was growing up, Mr. Biden invited her to a party to introduce her to the Democratic donor set there. There was a minor mix-up: The golfer Nancy Lopez was in the news that summer, and many of Mr. Biden's friends thought the mystery guest he was showing around was the famous athlete. Ms. Pelosi smiled politely and did not correct them, a story she enjoys recounting.



At the 2013 mass for the installation of Pope Francis in Rome, which they attended together as part of a presidential delegation, Mr. Biden, then the vice president, and Ms. Pelosi, then the House minority leader, both received communion. Together they set off an outcry and debate within the church about whether it should have been denied to them because of their positions in favor of abortion rights.



In 2022, when Ms. Pelosi's husband, Paul, 
was brutally attacked in his home
, Mr. Biden was one of the first people to call her early that morning while she was still processing the news. "He was so prayerful, kind and thoughtful in his comments about Paul," she wrote in her new book.



As she makes the rounds promoting it, Ms. Pelosi has been careful not to criticize Mr. Biden, whose legacy people close to her say she wants to burnish. "I love him so much," she told Mr. Remnick.



"A Mount Rushmore kind of president of the United States," she said to Lesley Stahl on CBS. "You have Teddy Roosevelt up there. And he's wonderful. I don't say take him down. But you can add Biden."



She has been less generous about Mr. Biden's staff.



"I've never been that impressed with his political operation," she told Mr. Remnick. "They won the White House, bravo." What forced her to intervene uncomfortably in his political future, she said, was that Mr. Biden's team was "not facing the facts of what was happening."




"I hope so, I pray so, I cry so. I lose sleep on it," Ms. Pelosi told The New Yorker earlier this month, when pressed on whether her relationship with Mr. Biden would survive.




She has singled out one of Mr. Biden's top gatekeepers, Mike Donilon, for particular scorn. "I didn't even know what Donilon did," she told The Washington Post. "I thought he was a speechwriter." (Mr. Donilon had 
recently left the White House to help oversee the Biden campaign
.)



And in an 
interview
 with the New York Times columnist Ezra Klein, she raised questions about whether Mr. Biden even wrote a 
defiant letter
 in early July to Democrats in Congress stating that he had no plans to drop out of the race. "It didn't sound like Joe Biden to me," she said, implying that a member of his staff or family may have written it for him. "It really didn't."



A White House spokesman, Andrew Bates, said the president's "attention is on the future, not the past."



Ms. Pelosi was reluctant to play the role she did in pushing Mr. Biden aside, according to people familiar with her thinking who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive situation. In the interviews, she has made it clear she does not want to be the focus of the discussion. "I never called one person," she has said repeatedly. "I never made one call."



But people close to Ms. Pelosi said her role should have come as little surprise in that she is cleareyed and cold blooded, and will ultimately do whatever is in the best interest of the Democratic Party.



"People who know Pelosi know she is always focused on the business, and the business is 'how do we win,'" said David Axelrod, a former top adviser to President Barack Obama. "She clearly made a judgment, she shared that judgment. It didn't sit well with the president, understandably, and I'm sure it pains her that he feels the way he does. But I also think in her heart she knows she did the right thing for the party and the country."



Mr. Axelrod added: "He did the right thing, and she did the right thing by urging him to do the right thing."



It was a break from how Ms. Pelosi has conducted herself since stepping away from leadership two years ago. In her "speaker emerita" role, Ms. Pelosi has taken seriously her goal of being the "dream mother-in-law," which she defines as offering advice only when asked and otherwise minding her own business.




The push for Mr. Biden to step aside was a break from the quiet role Ms. Pelosi sought since stepping away from leadership two years ago.




Many House Democrats were shocked by 
her decision to stay in Congress as a rank-and-file member
 after decades as the Democratic Party's House leader, and have been impressed with how she has embraced the lower-profile role. When Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, took over, he invited Ms. Pelosi to attend the weekly leadership meeting. She declined. Instead, she is often seen sitting in the cloak room eating hot dogs with a longtime friend and confidante, Representative Anna G. Eshoo, Democrat of California.



Although Ms. Pelosi has told allies she was loath to insert herself into the conversation about Mr. Biden's future, it was also clear that there are certain roles few could play.



Mr. Jeffries, still a relatively new leader, and Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the majority leader, both had frank, one-on-one conversations with Mr. Biden about the state of the race and its concerning impact on the House and the Senate. But Ms. Pelosi could speak to Mr. Biden as a peer who had voluntarily relinquished power by stepping down from a leadership role.



Ms. Pelosi 
told Mr. Biden
 that the polls indicated he could not defeat former President Donald J. Trump in November, and that he would drag down Democrats' chances of winning back control of the House. When he pushed back, claiming that he had seen data showing that he could win, 
she pressed him on what polls he was being shown
. "Put Donilon on the phone," she said, according to people familiar with the exchange. (She has denied saying that.)



The frustration with Mr. Biden's team is not new. Ms. Pelosi's public lashing of the team in recent days, people close to her said, reflects pent-up vexation she has harbored for some time.



There appears to be no love lost between them. Anita Dunn, a longtime adviser to Mr. Biden, seemed to take a veiled swipe at Ms. Pelosi when she recently 
told Politico
 that the task ahead for Democrats includes winning back control of the House of Representatives, "which had certain leaders in 2022 done a slightly better job, maybe we would control today, but we don't."



Her jab underscored how raw emotions are for the Biden team. "She's a heat-seeking missile when it comes to winning congressional races," Mr. Axelrod said. "You can say whatever you want about Nancy Pelosi, the one thing you can't say is she's not a winner."
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Harris Is Set to Lay Out an Economic Message Light on Detail



The vice president is expected to recalibrate President Biden's policy themes in a bid to turn the Democratic economic agenda into an asset.




Some advisers to Vice President Kamala Harris believe that appearing as a relative blank slate on key issues may help her attract support from business groups put off by some of President Biden's policies.




By Jim Tankersley and Andrew Duehren


Aug 14, 2024


Vice President Kamala Harris's sudden ascent to the top of the Democratic ticket has generated a host of questions about her economic agenda, including how much she will stick to the details of President Biden's positions, tweak them, or chart entirely new ones.



When she begins to roll out her policy vision this week, Ms. Harris is likely to answer only some of those questions.



During an economy-focused speech on Friday in Raleigh, N.C., Ms. Harris will outline a sort of reboot of the administration's economic agenda, according to four people familiar with Ms. Harris's plans.



She will lay out an approach relatively light on details, they said. It will shift emphasis from Mr. Biden's focus on job creation and made-in-America manufacturing, and toward efforts to rein in the cost of living. But it will rarely break from Mr. Biden on substance.



That strategy reflects the advice economic aides have given Ms. Harris: to be clear and bold in talking about the economy, but not overly specific.



Her ability to do that has been effectively enabled by the unusual circumstances of Mr. Biden's abrupt departure from the presidential race, which allowed Ms. Harris to secure the Democratic nomination without enduring a long primary campaign.



Ben Harris, a former Treasury official who formulated economic policy for Mr. Biden's 2020 campaign, said the compressed timeline meant Ms. Harris wouldn't be able to develop a full policy agenda as candidates did in 2020.



"It's probably unrealistic and ill-advised to run that same playbook," he said. "My guess is that the vice president is going to look at this massive collection of Biden administration policies and emphasize the ones that are most important to her."



The Harris campaign declined to comment on what she would propose this week.



But Ms. Harris's team, and many of the liberal policy groups that support her, have championed the idea that her best bet is to hammer poll-tested, overarching economic themes that reflect core values and reinforce her political biography -- and mostly leave the white papers until after the election.



The resulting plan, devised by Ms. Harris with a group of advisers that includes prominent alumni of Mr. Biden's administration, is likely to go further than Mr. Biden has in office to attack large corporations for using their market power to raise prices. That argument polls well with swing voters and is a partly an attempt to divert blame for the high inflation Americans experienced early in Mr. Biden's term.



Aides say it also fits with Ms. Harris's efforts to emphasize her career as a prosecutor who supports business but has cracked down on corporate lawbreakers.



In her speech, according to those familiar with her plans, Ms. Harris will call for expanding the child tax credit, along with higher taxes on corporations and high earners, in line with Mr. Biden's budget proposals in office. She will also push for more affordable housing, among other measures.



In her campaign, Ms. Harris has already called for raising the minimum wage and providing paid leave for workers. She has defended the independence of the Federal Reserve.



While those goals align with established Democratic positions, Ms. Harris is not expected anytime soon to say how high the minimum wage should be raised, for example, or offer a detailed plan addressing the raft of individual tax cuts that are set to expire next year.



The strategic vagueness is an important, if subtle, shift from Mr. Biden, who as president has released reams of detailed policy plans. Some of Ms. Harris's advisers believe that appearing as a relative blank slate on key issues -- like trade and taxes -- could help attract support from business groups put off by some of Mr. Biden's policies.



Such an approach could also provide fewer targets for attack on policy particulars, the reasoning goes.



It's a fine line for someone serving as Mr. Biden's No. 2. Many of the formal and informal economic advisers to Ms. Harris's campaign, including Mike Pyle, Gene Sperling, Bharat Ramamurti and Brian Deese, previously held senior posts in the Biden administration. Mr. Deese was Mr. Biden's first director of the National Economic Council and helped develop much of his vast legislative agenda. Mr. Pyle was chief economist to Ms. Harris as vice president and later a top economic aide on Mr. Biden's National Security Council.




Ms. Harris's emphasis is expected to shift from President Biden's focus on job creation and domestic manufacturing to themes like controlling the cost of living.




Ms. Harris has disavowed some of her positions from her short-lived bid for the 2020 Democratic presidential nomination. Aides say she no longer supports a fracking ban, Medicare for All and other measures she proposed in that campaign that were meant to win progressive votes.



Campaign officials have pointed reporters instead to Mr. Biden's most recent budget as a blueprint of sorts for Ms. Harris's eventual positions. Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, said on Monday that Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris were "on the same page" on policy.



"I don't think we should overstate the mystery here -- she's been part of these policy proposals for the last four years," said Michael Linden, a former staff member in the White House budget office under Mr. Biden.



Former President Donald J. Trump and other Republicans have repeatedly tied Ms. Harris to Mr. Biden's agenda, which they attack as a failure. In surveys, Americans give consistently poor reviews to Mr. Biden's handling of the economy, and Mr. Trump regularly outpaced Mr. Biden in polls asking voters whom they trusted more to handle the economy.



Without Mr. Biden at the top of the ticket, though, Ms. Harris may have more appeal, even if she makes few substantive changes to the policies he was running on.



Many veterans of Democratic policymaking say Ms. Harris should use her speech on Friday, and the Democratic National Convention next week, to turn economic issues to her advantage and embrace policies meant to attract struggling middle-class voters.



"When she leaves the convention on Friday morning, voters should have greater confidence in her ability to manage the economy," said Jim Kessler, executive vice president for policy at the centrist Democratic group Third Way. He said he hoped Ms. Harris would lean into messages on 
energy independence
, deficit reduction and help for rural America, among others.



Ms. Harris has selectively detailed some policy positions. Her campaign has said she supports Mr. Biden's pledge not to raise taxes on any household making less than $400,000 a year, and she also recently endorsed a plan first floated by Mr. Trump to stop collecting taxes on tips. While both major party candidates are behind this idea, 
tax experts have panned it
, arguing that it would unfairly give one type of earnings an advantage over others.




Former President Trump and other Republicans have repeatedly tied Ms. Harris to Mr. Biden's agenda, which they attack as a failure.




Mr. Trump has skimped on policy specifics, as he did in previous campaigns. He has promised a wide range of tax cuts as the core of his economic agenda, but has not put forth a detailed tax proposal. Some of his plans build on his policies in office, like further reducing a corporate tax rate he cut in 2017, and others are new, like exempting Social Security benefits from taxation.



Much of what Ms. Harris is expected to outline in broad strokes this week -- which includes expanding the child tax credit -- failed in Congress when Democrats last controlled it. Moderate Democrats balked at the cost of many of those programs, while other slices of Mr. Biden's agenda, like subsidies for clean-energy technology, became law.



Many in the party are eager to revisit what they see as unfinished business from Mr. Biden's term. That eagerness, along with the truncated nature of Ms. Harris's campaign, appears to have relieved the pressure that progressive groups put on Democratic candidates in recent presidential primaries -- which often featured long-running debates on the details of how best to tax the rich or provide health care for all Americans.



Felicia Wong, president of Roosevelt Forward, a progressive advocacy group, said she didn't necessarily expect detailed proposals from Ms. Harris -- or see that lack of detail as a problem.



And even if Ms. Harris was elected, Ms. Wong said, policy details were going to depend heavily on the makeup of Congress -- Ms. Harris's approach to child care, for example, might look quite different if Democrats controlled both houses.



"If you're going to have a policy design conversation -- which I think we should -- I don't know that that has to happen at the campaign level," Ms. Wong said. "So I'm not that worried about it."



Ben Casselman
 contributed reporting from New York.
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Meet a Family That's Betting the Farm on a Wild Idea. Literally.



After decades raising hogs in Iowa, they wanted a way out of factory farming. Their solution was a return to nature, and a lot of mushrooms.




Rand Faaborg, left, and his son Tanner. The younger Mr. Faaborg hopes the family farm's conversion will serve as a blueprint to help other farmers.




By Cara Buckley


Aug 14, 2024


For years Rand Faaborg, a father of five in rural Iowa, wanted to get out of hog farming. He just didn't know how.



He'd built two barns in 1991, a few hundred yards from the family's farmhouse, and fattened up thousands of hogs at a time. But by 2020, Mr. Faaborg was exhausted and making a fraction of what he'd earned from hogs three decades earlier. He and his wife felt trapped. They didn't want to raise hogs anymore or live alongside them, yet they had poured half a million dollars into paying off the loans on the barns and replacing the roofs.



"I don't know that I could even get across how much work we have spent over these decades down here with these buildings," said Mr. Faaborg, who is 67 and still working a day job in metal manufacturing, as he stood alongside the barns one sunny morning last month. "To just walk away from it, to let them fall to disrepair and bulldoze them down, it would be hard."



But this summer, with help from a nonprofit group and a leap of faith, the Faaborg farm is in the middle of a noisy, radical transformation. The Faaborgs have traded hogs for mushrooms in an effort to restore balance to the land, and to their lives.



The last of their hogs shipped out in the fall of 2022. Mushrooms for medicinal tinctures and a coffee blend are now being grown in an outbuilding, and a hog barn is being retrofitted to grow specialty mushrooms. Elsewhere on the land, hundreds of native trees have been planted and a pollinator-friendly field has been sown. A sediment-choked creek is set to be restored, and the open lagoon that once held a million gallons of hog waste is being converted into a freshwater pond.



The person driving the changes is Rand Faaborg's second-oldest son, Tanner Faaborg, 40. He hopes to make his family's farm a blueprint in the Midwest, to show how people can leave industrial farming, grow environmentally friendly and profitable food, and, in turn, help rebuild hollowed-out communities.



"I want to make rural America a place where people want to live and grow up in," Tanner Faaborg said. Absent significant changes, he said, the heartland will end up becoming "one big manufacturing plant."



"That's not what I want to see," he said.




The barns on the farms were filled with small pens that each held nearly two dozen hogs, for a total of 1,100 hogs per barn. 





A waste pit that is being converted to a freshwater pond. 




Rand and Tammy Faaborg moved their family from the town of Nevada, Iowa, outside Ames, to the 25-acre farm northeast of Des Moines in 1986, wanting a country life. They lived frugally, growing, canning and freezing their own fruits and vegetables, and making their own clothes. The animals they raised lived in fields and had names.



Shortly after Tanner turned 8, his parents decided to go into the business of running a concentrated agricultural feeding operation, or CAFO, also known as a factory farm. The Faaborgs could take out a loan for no money down to build hog barns. A pork producer would supply thousands of young hogs and feed, and the Faaborgs would raise them and dispose of the manure. The income would supplement the $6 an hour that Rand Faaborg earned as a welder.



"The offer sounded so good, and we had such little money," Tanner Faaborg said.



It was round-the-clock work. The barns were filled with small pens that each held nearly two dozen hogs, for a total of 1,100 hogs per barn. The animals never went outside. They grew more stressed and aggressive as time went on, knocking over and biting whoever went into the pens to scrape away manure, the Faaborgs said.



Once the hogs reached six months old and 280 pounds each, they were sent to slaughter. Loading them onto waiting trucks took Rand Faaborg and the children all night, and afterward he'd head straight to his day job and the kids went to school. The family would spend the next few days pressure-washing the barns before another 2,200 young hogs would be delivered and the cycle would begin again. They gave vast amounts of manure to crop farmers to fertilize fields.



Over the years, the communities around the Faaborgs changed. Small farms disappeared as older farmers retired or died and their children moved away. The land was swallowed up by large agricultural companies. Iowa is now home to 4,000 factory farms, more than any other state. It also produces the most animal waste, which generates 
a significant amount of
 greenhouse gasses and contaminates waterways. After torrential downpours this past spring and summer, environmentalists warned of floodwaters carrying untreated animal waste, which they called 
"fecal soup."



"I don't think people really understand the extent of that growth and the negative impact that it's had on our rural communities," Tanner Faaborg said. "There's been population declines, small towns in Iowa are dying. With consolidation comes efficiencies, but at what cost?"




Tyler Faaborg with mushrooms for products to be sold under the name 1,100 Farm. It's a nod to the number of hogs each barn once held.





The Faaborgs have started selling medicinal tinctures, plus coffee and salt with mushrooms added.




Tanner Faaborg never thought he'd return to the farm. He attended the University of Iowa and spent three years traveling the world before he returned to Des Moines to lead Urban Ambassadors, a nonprofit organization that created a climate action and adaptation plan for the city and plants trees and holds trash cleanups.



In 2016, Tanner Faaborg persuaded his parents to install solar panels that ended up powering everything on the farm, including the hog buildings. The extra energy fed into the electric grid, so instead of paying electric bills, the Faaborgs collected checks from the utility. Rand Faaborg was so impressed that when his old car conked out, he bought an electric Nissan Leaf. "My commute was all on sunlight for the last ten years," he said.



By 2020, the economics of agricultural consolidation had taken their toll on the farm. Rand Faaborg once earned a reliable annual income from the hogs, despite loan payments on the barns. But by then, profit had shrunk to less than $15,000 a year.



In the meantime, Tanner Faaborg was searching for ways to help his parents leave hog farming without losing their investment in the barns. He connected with the Transfarmation Project, an initiative run by the farm-animal welfare charity Mercy for Animals that helps people transition out of industrial animal agriculture and into growing specialty crops. Out of the replacement crops they suggested, Tanner Faaborg seized on mushrooms, intrigued by their potential to heal ailments and serve as a superfood.



He first had to convince his parents. Until that point, Rand Faaborg's consumption of fungi had largely been limited to the occasional can of Campbell's cream of mushroom soup.



"It was foreign to us," Rand Faaborg said. "It's like most things. You don't know what you don't know."



But the more Tanner Faaborg researched mushrooms, the more excited he grew, especially after Transfarmation connected him with a grower in upstate New York, Steve Gabriel, that he calls his "mushroom guru." Over the next two years, he convinced not only his parents, but his older brother, Tyler, who himself had spent decades raising hogs and was suffering from bad shoulders and knees after hauling dozens of dead animals out of pens each day.




Solar panels on the Faaborg farm. Surplus energy is fed into the grid.





Idle stalls on the farm. By 2020, Rand Faaborg's income from hogs had dropped sharply.




Tyler Whitley, the director of the Transfarmation Project, describes himself as a "farmer social worker." His group talks to farmers, learns about their equipment and buildings and whether it's tied to debt, explores what plant-based alternatives might work, and matches them with resources.



Transfarmation awarded the Faaborgs a $15,000 grant for a pilot project cultivating reishi, lion's mane and oyster mushrooms inside tents in one of the farm's outbuildings. It provided another $200,000 toward redesigning and converting one of the Faaborgs' hog barns, Mr. Whitley said.



Mr. Whitley said that of the hundreds of farmers that have reached out, his team was working with 12 farms, seven of which have successfully transitioned out of factory farming, including the Faaborgs. Most of the farmers it has helped raised hogs or chickens on an industrial level using the same style of animal confinement. That uniformity enables the nonprofit group to offer blueprints for repurposing animal barns, Mr. Whitley said.



"We try to bring a systemization to it so it's scalable," he said.



Still, any transition to specialty farming is a risk. Tanner and Tyler have started selling medicinal tinctures, and coffee and salt flavored with mushrooms under the name 1100 Farm, a nod to the number of hogs each barn once held. But they need to secure buyers for thousands of pounds of fresh, specialty mushrooms they expect to produce each week.



Tanner Faaborg sold his house in Des Moines to help pay for the project, secured a government grant to convert the swine pit to a clean pond, and Tyler Faaborg contributed $75,000 from savings. They're still a few hundred thousand dollars short of the approximately $1 million it will cost to fully transition and rewild the farm, Tanner Faaborg said.



"It's a massive gamble, but we think it's worth it," he said.



If all goes well, the profits from mushrooms could exceed what the farm was generating from hogs during the best of times, without the backbreaking work and sounds and smells from the hog barns and waste pit. 1100 Farm is in the process of buying the land and buildings from Rand and Tammy Faaborg. "That's a big part of their retirement plan," Tanner Faaborg said.



In the meantime, Rand Faaborg has become a mushroom convert. He says the mushroom tinctures helped restore his sense of taste and smell, which he'd mysteriously lost a decade earlier. And Tammy, his wife, now cooks mushrooms in the kitchen and serves them on their hamburgers.



"It's been eye-opening," he said. "It's been very good."
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A.L.S. Stole His Voice. A.I. Retrieved It.



In an experiment that surpassed expectations, implants in a patient's brain were able to recognize words he tried to speak, and A.I. helped produce sounds that came close to matching his true voice.








By Benjamin Mueller


Aug 14, 2024


Four years ago, Casey Harrell sang his last bedtime nursery rhyme to his daughter.



By then, A.L.S. had begun laying waste to Mr. Harrell's muscles, stealing from him one ritual after another: going on walks with his wife, holding his daughter, turning the pages of a book. "Like a night burglar," his wife, Levana Saxon, wrote of the disease in a poem.



But no theft was as devastating to Mr. Harrell, 46, as the fading of his speech. He had sung his last Whitney Houston song at karaoke. A climate activist, he had delivered his last unassisted Zoom presentation to fellow organizers.



Last July, doctors at the University of California, Davis, surgically implanted electrodes in Mr. Harrell's brain to try to discern what he was trying to say. That made him the latest test subject in a daunting scientific quest, one that has attracted deep-pocketed firms like Elon Musk's company Neuralink: connecting people's brains to computers, potentially restoring their lost faculties. Doctors told him that he would be advancing the cause of science, but that he was not likely to reverse his fortunes.



Yet the results surpassed expectations, the 
researchers reported on Wednesday
 in The New England Journal of Medicine, setting a new bar for implanted speech decoders and illustrating the potential power of such devices for people with speech impairments.



"It's very exciting," said Dr. Edward Chang, a neurosurgeon at University of California, San Francisco, who was not involved in Mr. Harrell's case but has 
developed different speech implants
. A device that just years ago "seemed like science fiction," he said, is now "improving, getting optimized, so quickly."



Mr. Harrell's team sank into his brain's outer layer four electrode arrays that looked like tiny beds of nails. That was double the number that had recently been implanted in the speech areas of someone with A.L.S., or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, in a 
separate study
. Each array's 64 spikes picked up electric impulses from neurons that fired when Mr. Harrell tried to move his mouth, lips, jaw and tongue to speak.




Mr. Harrell using the device. The research team has nudged the A.I. to recognize uncommon phrases he uses frequently.





A spike panel while connected to the brain-computer interface that allows Mr. Harrell to speak.




Three weeks after surgery, scientists gathered in Mr. Harrell's living room in Oakland, Calif., to "plug him in," connecting the implant to a bank of computers with cables attached to two metal posts protruding from Mr. Harrell's skull.



After only briefly training the computers to recognize Mr. Harrell's speech, the implant began recording what he intended to say from a 50-word vocabulary with 99.6 percent accuracy.



The device worked so well, so soon, that the scientists had to cut an initial session from their analysis: Halfway through trying to speak his first prompt aloud -- "What good is that?" -- a shaking, smiling Mr. Harrell crumpled into tears.



To the average listener, "what" and "good" had come out of Mr. Harrell's mouth muddled and indecipherable. But to the electrodes tuned to individual neurons in Mr. Harrell's brain, the words were perfectly clear. A screen in front of him displayed exactly what he had been trying to say.



The device had, in effect, made an end run around Mr. Harrell's disease, relying not on his weakened facial muscles but rather on the parts of his motor cortex where he was first laying down the instructions for what to say.



"The key innovation was putting more arrays, with very precise targeting, into the speechiest parts of the brain we can find," said Sergey Stavisky, a neuroscientist at the University of California, Davis, who helped lead the study.



By day two, the machine was ranging across an available vocabulary of 125,000 words with 90 percent accuracy and, for the first time, producing sentences of Mr. Harrell's own making. The device spoke them in a voice remarkably like his own, too: Using podcast interviews and other old recordings, the researchers had created a deep fake of Mr. Harrell's pre-A.L.S. voice.



"I'm looking for a cheetah," came his second-ever unprompted line, a string of words so odd that researchers later shown a video of the session became convinced there had been a decoding error, said Dr. Leigh Hochberg, a neurologist with Brown University and the Department of Veterans Affairs who directs a network of clinical trials that included Mr. Harrell's case.



For the doctors in the room, though, the line was an early signal that the implant could recognize even Mr. Harrell's most idiosyncratic lines: His daughter Aya had just come home, dressed in a cheetah onesie, and her father wanted to take part in her fantasy. "Sweet daughter of mine," he continued, "I have been waiting for this for a long time."




"Like a night burglar," Levana Saxon, Mr. Harrell's wife, left, wrote of the disease in a poem.





A 3-D printed model of Mr. Harrell's brain that helped scientists configure his implants for the device.




As scientists continued training the device to recognize his sounds, it got only better. Over a period of eight months, the study said, Mr. Harrell came to utter nearly 6,000 unique words. The device kept up, sustaining a 97.5 percent accuracy.



That exceeded the accuracy of many smartphone applications that transcribe people's intact speech. It also marked an improvement on previous studies in which implants reached accuracy rates of roughly 75 percent, leaving one of every four words liable to misinterpretation.



And whereas devices like Neuralink's help people move cursors across a screen, Mr. Harrell's implant allowed him to explore the infinitely larger and more complex terrain of speech.



"It went from a scientific demonstration to a system that Casey can use every day to speak with family and friends," said Dr. David Brandman, the neurosurgeon who operated on Mr. Harrell and led the study alongside Dr. Stavisky.



That leap was enabled in part by the types of artificial intelligence that power language tools like ChatGPT. At any given moment, Mr. Harrell's implant picks up activity in an ensemble of neurons, translating their firing pattern into vowel or consonant units of sound. Computers then agglomerate a string of such sounds into a word, and a string of words into a sentence, choosing the output they deem likeliest to correspond to what Mr. Harrell has tried to say.



I interviewed Mr. Harrell twice in recent days. In between long pauses, during which the computers wove his sounds into sentences and he adjusted words here or there on a screen before prompting them to be spoken aloud, Mr. Harrell described the differences in his decoded voice.



It talked more formally than he used to, given the system's proclivity for complete sentences. And the research team had needed to nudge his A.I. tool to better recognize uncommon phrases he used all the time. (One was "asset manager": Mr. Harrell's organizing work is focused on calling out the complicity of companies like BlackRock and Vanguard in the climate crisis.)



But the new persona also wakened parts of Mr. Harrell that had long laid dormant. He and Ms. Saxon started bantering again. Just as speaking a foreign language can enable people to express otherwise buried parts of their personalities, Mr. Harrell said, his decoder gave him back old elements of himself, even if they had become slightly changed in transit.



And sometimes, he said, the machine emulated the old him.



"I have many different words that sound exactly like how I was saying them," he told me. "For example, 'What up?'" Mr. Harrell smiled as the decoder uttered his old phrase, in his old voice. "I love that one."




His decoder has given him back old elements of himself, even if they have become slightly changed in transit, Mr. Harrell said.




In stretching the boundaries of what he was able to get across in conversation, the implant also changed what others could say to him, Mr. Harrell said.



He could now tell Aya, 5, that he loved her. She, in turn, shared more with him, knowing that she would understand her father's responses.



Visiting health workers who once seemed to take his impaired speech to mean he was stupid and hard of hearing -- he is neither -- now speak at normal volumes and touch him more carefully, Mr. Harrell said. That it had taken brain surgery to effect that change angered him, he said, "but I would rather let it go."



The implant allowed Mr. Harrell to fantasize, too, about picking up the shards of a shattered social life. He could reach back out to old friends who had drifted away, and who he worried were too ashamed to get back in touch. This time, Mr. Harrell said, he could "connect with them in a way that makes them where they are at" -- he meant "meets," not "makes," he corrected quickly -- rather than on the wordless terrain that had for so long unsettled them.



"It allows me to forgive them," he said. "I want to be able to tell them that it is OK, and that they can make amends now."



Whether the same implant would prove as helpful to more severely paralyzed people is unclear. Mr. Harrell's speech had deteriorated, but not disappeared.



And for all its utility, the technology cannot mitigate the crushing financial burden of trying to live and work with A.L.S.: Insurance will pay for Mr. Harrell's caregiving needs only if he goes on hospice care, or stops working and becomes eligible for Medicaid, Ms. Saxon said, a situation that, she added, drives others with A.L.S. to give up trying to extend their lives.



Those very incentives also make it likelier that people with disabilities will become poor, putting access to cutting-edge implants even further out of their reach, said Melanie Fried-Oken, a professor of neurology at Oregon Health & Science University.



For Mr. Harrell, living in a world capable of connecting computers to brains but not of addressing the financial precarity of those who need them most has proved troubling. "Very lucky, and very angry," he pronounced himself.



In the interviews, Mr. Harrell described working more productively and independently since the surgery. That, he said, was a source of pride, as well as another reason to hasten efforts to make implants more widely accessible.



But when he turns on the machine each morning, he gives it a test sentence drawn not from the work emails he is preparing to write but from the songs he would someday like to sing again.



Scientists are working to make that possible. Until then, Mr. Harrell contents himself with waking his implant up each morning by trying to speak a lyric. Recently, he chose a line from an old song by the band Chicago that he likes reciting to his wife: "If you leave me now," his voice said through the speakers, "you will take away the biggest part of me."
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Japan's Leader, Fumio Kishida, Will Step Down



The unpopular prime minister is bowing to pressure within his party. But it is unclear whether the party is truly ready to choose a candidate who will meet the public's concerns.




Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan after a news conference in Tokyo on Wednesday. Mr. Kishida has been Japan's prime minister since 2021.




By River Akira Davis, Hisako Ueno and Kiuko Notoya


Aug 14, 2024


When Prime Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan stepped down on Wednesday, he became the latest in a growing line of unpopular leaders to cycle through a sclerotic political system that has faced growing frustration from the public.



Mr. Kishida, 67, announced at a news conference that he would not run in the governing Liberal Democratic Party's leadership contest in September, the winner of which will go on to become the prime minister.



The Liberal Democrats have held an iron grip on Parliament for all but four years since 1955. But decades of scandals and its inability to tackle many of Japan's deep-rooted challenges have spurred widespread voter dissatisfaction.



Mr. Kishida, a moderate party stalwart, was not popular even when he first took office in October 2021, and in recent months his approval ratings have plummeted to new lows.



But for all that, even though polls have revealed the Japanese public's deep discontent with the governing party, it only rarely appears at the ballot box. Low voter turnout and weak political opposition in Japan have left the Liberal Democratic Party largely insulated from the pressure of potentially losing a general election.



Mr. Kishida said on Wednesday that he hoped his decision would enable the Liberal Democrats to make a big change.



"Government can only exist with the trust of the people, and I made my decision based on a strong desire to move political reform forward," he said. "The most obvious first step to show that the Liberal Democratic Party is changing is for me to step down."



But whether the governing party's elite power brokers are finally ready to choose a candidate able and willing to bring any notable change -- after years of resisting that pressure -- is a huge question hanging over Japan in the next month.




Mr. Kishida campaigning in Tokyo in October 2021.




In recent months, Mr. Kishida has seen his ratings slide in response to yet another scandal that emerged involving prominent lawmakers within the Liberal Democratic Party. His reputation has also soured over 
rising prices
 that have put pressure on households and Japan's broader economy.



Political analysts said Mr. Kishida's reputation suffered because he was viewed as a leader unable to offer bold solutions to problems such as Japan's rapidly declining population, tepid economy and ballooning levels of debt. On the domestic front, Mr. Kishida has largely maintained the governing party's longstanding economic policies, though they have failed to relieve the country's stagnation.



Despite being in office for just less than three years, Mr. Kishida has become Japan's eighth-longest-serving prime minister. Now, his resignation is reviving concerns within Japan that the country may return to the 
revolving door of prime ministers
 that has long characterized its political landscape.



Apart from former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who served longer than any other Japanese leader, from 2012 to 2020, Japan has seen a series of relatively short-lived prime ministers fail to implement dramatic policy changes and end up being forgotten soon after leaving office.



Government officials and security experts say the need for strong and unwavering leadership from Japan is particularly necessary today, in a moment of pronounced geopolitical uncertainty.



Japan, a crucial American ally, is facing not only an increasingly aggressive North Korea but also threats posed by China that include the country's deepening economic and military ties with Russia and fears of a potential conflict with Taiwan.



During Mr. Kishida's time in office, he worked closely with President Biden to enhance military and economic cooperation between the two longtime allies and with South Korea, with whom Japan's relations have long been strained. He significantly 
bolstered Japan's military defense
, breaking with decades-long precedent on spending restraints.




President Biden with Mr. Kishida at a state dinner at the White House in April.




The administrations of Mr. Abe and Mr. Kishida "were relatively stable, which was good for Japan's diplomacy," said Ken Jimbo, a professor of international politics and security at Keio University.



While Mr. Kishida ended up not having the energy needed to improve the ruling party's reputation in Japan, he played to his strengths as a longtime foreign minister, Mr. Jimbo said.



The challenge for the next Liberal Democratic Party leader will be to deal with political uncertainty abroad -- particularly within the United States -- and to promote policies domestically that will help gain the backing of the Japanese people, Mr. Jimbo said.



"It's not certain whether Japan will have another long-lasting administration," he added.



Earlier this year, Mr. Kishida dissolved his own faction within the Liberal Democrats over a scandal involving campaign funds. The faction was found to have failed to officially report the equivalent of hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of political contributions. Other ruling-party factions failed to report even bigger sums.



The prime minister made various attempts to restore trust, including creating legislation to reform campaign finance rules. He also sought to dissolve the Japan branch of the fringe Unification Church after the group's extensive ties to conservative Japanese politicians were revealed in the wake of 
Mr. Abe's assassination
 two years ago.



Those moves did little to boost Mr. Kishida's popularity. A poll last week by NHK, the public broadcaster, found that Mr. Kishida had an approval rating of just 25 percent, down from around 50 percent when he ascended to the role.




Mr. Kishida's reputation has also soured over rising prices that have put pressure on households in Japan and the country's overall economy.




Mr. Kishida came into office in 2021, after a year in which voters had grown increasingly frustrated with the government's handling of the pandemic and associated economic woes. He responded to public concerns by pledging to introduce "a new capitalism" and to encourage companies to distribute more of their profits to workers.



Mr. Kishida attempted to implement a number of policies aimed at drumming up domestic support, said Harumi Arima, an independent political analyst. Those included subsidies to families aimed at improving Japan's low birthrate and several goals, such as doubling people's income, that ultimately proved unrealistic.



Eventually, Mr. Kishida ended up "with no cards left to play," Mr. Arima said. Ultimately, he will be remembered as a prime minister who "showed too much restraint" by hardly straying from party lines, but he did increase Japan's defense budget "to better prepare it to take on a world full of tensions," Mr. Arima said.




Mr. Kishida significantly bolstered Japan's military defense, breaking with decades-long precedent on spending restraints.




Mr. Kishida's low approval ratings stemmed in part from policies Japan has implemented in recent years that have stoked a burst in inflation. The country's central bank has 
stuck to rock-bottom interest rates
 and allowed prices to rise, but the newfound inflation has weighed on households and crippled consumer spending.



As Mr. Kishida's popularity sank to new lows in recent months, the Liberal Democratic Party has been searching for a potential successor.



One prominent contender to lead Japan's ruling party is Taro Kono, an outspoken Georgetown University-educated nonconformist whom Mr. Kishida beat in a runoff vote in 2021. The election between Mr. Kishida and Mr. Kono, Japan's 61-year-old digital minister, was one of the most hotly contested in years.



At the time, public sentiment had swelled for Mr. Kono. But the party ultimately chose Mr. Kishida, in a move that traded lackluster public support for what it viewed as a safe pair of hands.



Other potential candidates to lead the Liberal Democratic Party include Toshimitsu Motegi, the party's current secretary-general; Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line conservative who, if elected, would be the party's first female leader; and Shigeru Ishiba, a prominent official who previously has run for the post four times.



Mr. Kishida said Wednesday that whomever the Liberal Democratic Party selected as its next leader would face "domestic and international difficulties that are truly severe."



Heading into the upcoming election, he said, "the most important thing is to govern in a way that gains the sympathy of the people."
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How Extreme Heat Is Threatening Education Progress Worldwide



Children today face many more extreme weather hazards that can undermine global gains in education.




Extreme heat in May closed some schools in the Philippines. Students did schoolwork near a Manila storefront.




By Somini Sengupta


Aug 14, 2024


The continued burning of fossil fuels is closing schools around the world for days, sometimes weeks at a time, and threatening to undermine one of the greatest global gains of recent decades: children's education.



It's a glimpse into one of the starkest divides of climate change. Children today are living through many more abnormally hot days in their lifetimes than their grandparents, according to 
data released Wednesday
 by Unicef, the United Nations Children's Fund.



Consider the scale of some recent school closures.



Pakistan closed schools for half its students, that's 26 million children, for a full week in May, when temperatures were projected to soar to more than 40 degrees Celsius. 
Bangladesh shuttered schools for half its students
 during an April heat wave, affecting 33 million children. So too 
South Sudan
 in April. The 
Philippines ordered school closures for two days
, when heat reached what the country's meteorological department called "danger" levels.



And in the United States, heat days prompted school closures or early dismissal in districts from 
Massachusetts
 to 
Colorado
 during the last school year. They still represent a small share of total school days, though one 
recent estimate
 suggests that the numbers are increasing quickly, from about three days a year a few years ago to double that number now, with 
many more
 expected by midcentury.



In short, heat waves, exacerbated by the accumulation of planet-heating gases in the atmosphere, are making it harder to learn. Even if schools are open, extremely high temperatures, especially over several hours, affects 
learning outcomes
, including test scores, 
research shows
.



"We are deeply concerned that the number of extreme heat days is going to indirectly lead to learning loss," Lily Caprani, chief of advocacy for Unicef, said in a telephone interview on Tuesday.



A generation gap



The effects on school closures are a glimpse into the stark generation gap of climate hazards. One in five children around the world are experiencing twice as many days of extreme heat today, compared with their grandparents, according to the Unicef data.



All told, 466 million children worldwide live today in areas experiencing at least twice as many extremely hot days, defined as over 35 degrees Celsius, as their grandparents.



That gap is most stark for children in low- and middle-income countries. Children in 16 countries, including most of the countries in the Sahel, now experience at least 30 additional extremely hot days a year, compared with six decades ago.



Extreme weather hazards, especially unusually high temperatures, are a hallmark of human-made climate change, driven by the burning of coal, oil and gas. Global 
average temperatures
 have demonstrably risen over the past 150 years of industrialization. Aggravating that trend this year is a natural cyclical weather phenomenon known asENSO, or the El Nino-Southern Oscillation. The 
El Nino phase that ended in June
 helped supersized heat waves, making 2024 a contender for the hottest year on record, alongside 2023.




An empty classroom during a school closure from heat in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in April.




Location matters



The generation gap is most stark in some of the poorest countries in the world.



Nearly 40 percent of children in Benin and 66 percent of children in Ivory Coast, for instance, are expected to experience twice as many extreme heat days in their lifetimes, compared with their grandparents. That's also true for two out of three children in Palestine and nearly half of all children in Honduras.



Some wealthy countries are feeling the gap too. An estimated 85 percent of children in France and 76 percent in Greece are due to experience twice as many of those extreme heat days as compared to the 1960s.



Countries in South Asia are outliers, in some sense, according to the data. Unicef analysts point out that they have long had many days with temperatures greater than 35 degrees C, or 95 degrees F, and while India, Pakistan and Bangladesh have all experienced deadly heat waves in recent years, the data doesn't show a significant increase in their frequency across three generations.



There is no comprehensive global data on school closure days resulting from extreme weather. The decisions are often taken locally and often quickly, based on weather forecasts. Still, based on media reports, the United Nations Secretary General's office recently estimated that at least 80 million children were out of school in 2024 because of extreme heat alone.



Climate shocks on schooling matter all the more because of the huge progress that's been made in education in recent decades. School enrollment has grown sharply, and literacy rates have improved as well. That progress seems to be stagnating. For a variety of reasons including war and the coronavirus pandemic, the 
number of out-of-school children is rising
, according to the latest global data.



Around 
half of those out-of-school children
 live in the world's most climate-vulnerable countries, according to a separate analysis by the global charity Save the Children.



Then there's the flooding



Floods have wreaked havoc on schools as well.



In 
Brazil
, deadly floods amplified by climate change closed schools for weeks, affecting tens of thousands of students. In India, schools closed for days in several parts of the country in July and August, including in the state of Kerala, 
which were made more intense by human-caused climate change
 and killed more than 200 people.



An earlier report, based on climate models and published by Save the Children, found that, on average, 
a child born in 2020 is projected to experience
, nearly three times as many river floods and twice as many wildfires over their lifetimes, compared with a person born in 1960.



The generation gap is sharpest, though, when it comes to heat. A child born in 2020 is projected to experience nearly seven times as many heat waves in their lifetime than a person born in 1960, the analysis found.



Children in low- and middle-income countries -- parts of the world that are least responsible for the greenhouse gas emissions driving climate change -- are projected to feel "the most dangerous impacts," the analysis found.



Heat adaptation needed in schools



Scientists say that the only way to address rising global temperatures is to pivot away from burning fossil fuels, the main driver of global warming. Even if that were to happen, and there's little evidence that it's happening at the speed and scale required, schools need to figure out how to cope with higher temperatures.



The most obvious measure is to fix school buildings to keep heat out of the classroom more effectively, with better insulation, white reflective paint or green plants on rooftops and shade trees on the school's periphery.



Air-conditioning is a luxury out of reach of most schools. Even in the United States, around half of all school districts need to 
install or fix their air conditioning systems
, according to the U.S. Government Accountability Office.
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Hunter Biden Sought State Department Help for Ukrainian Company



After President Biden dropped his re-election bid, his administration released records showing that while he was vice president, his son solicited U.S. government assistance.




The release of records came as Hunter Biden prepares to stand trial next month on charges of evading taxes on income from Burisma and other businesses.




By Kenneth P. Vogel


Aug 14, 2024


Hunter Biden sought assistance from the U.S. government for a potentially lucrative energy project in Italy while his father was vice president, according to newly released records and interviews.



The records, which the Biden administration had withheld for years, indicate that Hunter Biden wrote at least one letter to the U.S. ambassador to Italy in 2016 seeking assistance for the Ukrainian gas company Burisma, where he was a board member.



Embassy officials appear to have been uneasy with the request from the son of the sitting vice president on behalf of a foreign company.



"I want to be careful about promising too much," wrote a Commerce Department official based in the U.S. Embassy in Rome who was tasked with responding.



"This is a Ukrainian company and, purely to protect ourselves, U.S.G. should not be actively advocating with the government of Italy without the company going through the D.O.C. Advocacy Center," the official wrote. Those acronyms refer to the United States government and a Department of Commerce program that supports American companies that seek business with foreign governments.



Abbe Lowell, a lawyer for Mr. Biden, said his client "asked various people," including the U.S. ambassador to Italy at the time, John R. Phillips, whether they could arrange an introduction between Burisma and the president of the Tuscany region of Italy, where Burisma was pursuing a geothermal project.



"No meeting occurred, no project materialized, no request for anything in the U.S. was ever sought and only an introduction in Italy was requested," Mr. Lowell said in a statement, calling the outreach by Mr. Biden a "proper request."



The State Department did not release the actual text of the letter.



A White House spokesman said the president was not aware when he was vice president that his son was reaching out to the U.S. Embassy in Italy on behalf of Burisma.



The department's release of documents to The New York Times came shortly after President Biden dropped out of the presidential race, and as his son prepares to 
stand trial next month
 on charges of evading taxes on millions of dollars in income from Burisma and other foreign businesses.



Hunter Biden has not been charged with violating the Foreign Agents Registration Act, or FARA, which requires people to disclose when they lobby the U.S. government on behalf of foreign interests.



In a 
court filing last week
, in what was perceived as a pressure move, prosecutors indicated that they did not intend to add a FARA charge, but noted that they had 
evidence that
 Mr. Biden had reached out to the State Department on behalf of a different foreign client, a real estate magnate facing corruption charges in Romania. Mr. Biden did not register under FARA as a lobbyist for the Romanian developer or Burisma.



His outreach to the U.S. Embassy in Rome on behalf of Burisma, which has not been previously reported, echoes other episodes for which he has been criticized for implicitly leveraging his father's political clout to try to advance his foreign business.



The embassy outreach was revealed in emails released by the State Department to The Times in response to a request for public records from officials at the U.S. Embassy in Romania related to efforts by Mr. Biden and other Americans to 
assist the real estate developer
. One of the officials named in the request had worked for the State Department in Italy before being assigned to the embassy in Romania.



The request was initially filed under the Freedom of Information Act, or FOIA, in June 2021. After nearly eight months, the State Department had not released any records, and The Times sued. About 18 months later, the department moved to close the case after releasing thousands of pages of records -- none of which shed light on Hunter Biden's outreach to the U.S. government.




The building of a Burisma subsidiary in Kyiv. Hunter Biden was a Burisma board member in 2016 when he wrote to the U.S. ambassador to Italy seeking assistance for the company.




The Times challenged the thoroughness of the search, noting that the department had failed to produce responsive records contained in a cache of files connected to a 
laptop that Mr. Biden had abandoned
 at a Delaware repair shop. The department resumed the search and periodic productions, but had produced few documents related to Mr. Biden until the week after his father ended his re-election campaign and endorsed Vice President Harris for the Democratic nomination.



A State Department spokeswoman suggested that the timing was coincidental, noting that the department had released batches of documents in each of the last three months, before the tranche revealing Mr. Biden's outreach to the U.S. Embassy in Rome.



A person familiar with the timing said the release of the Italy documents was planned by the State Department weeks before the president announced his decision and was cleared by the White House the week before Mr. Biden decided to drop out.



The State Department is notoriously slow when it comes to releasing public records. Its backlog of nearly 19,000 FOIA requests -- some of which date back many years -- at the end of fiscal year 2022 was the third largest in the federal government, according to a 
report
 issued by the Government Accountability Office this year.



The department's productions are overseen by a 
growing team of career public servants
, not political appointees. All of that makes it unlikely that the department could have timed the release of potentially damaging records to President Biden's decision to drop out of the race, since that news was closely held until the last minute.



Still, the records are likely to fuel suspicion among Republicans, who had spent years spotlighting the younger Mr. Biden's foreign business as a blotch on his father's political career. They claimed validation when prosecutors hinted at Hunter Biden's exposure last week.



"This is, I think, the biggest political corruption scandal in our history's lifetime," Representative James R. Comer, a Kentucky Republican and the chairman of the Oversight and Accountability Committee, 
said on Newsmax
 last week after the prosecutors' filing about Mr. Biden's outreach for his Romanian client.



While Mr. Comer's committee had released a number of reports chronicling Hunter Biden's work for foreign companies, it did not produce any evidence related to his outreach to the U.S. Embassy in Italy.



A Burisma official did not respond to a request for comment.



A businessman involved in the project said the outreach was undertaken at the request of Burisma when the company or its partners were having trouble securing regulatory approval for a geothermal energy project in Tuscany.



The difficulty is reflected in emails, found in Mr. Biden's laptop cache, from one of his associates to an Italian businessman who claimed to have ties to Enrico Rossi, the president of the Tuscany regional government at the time.



"Burisma is hoping that some of its executives can get a meeting with the president to discuss their geothermal business in Tuscany," Eric Schwerin, a longtime business partner of Hunter Biden's, wrote in an email to the Italian businessman in July 2016, attaching a letter that Mr. Biden wrote to Mr. Rossi. Around the same time, Mr. Biden was asking Mr. Phillips, the U.S. ambassador, to reach out to Mr. Rossi, according to the State Department records and interviews.



"The Ambassador already replied to one letter from Mr. Biden," the Commerce Department official wrote in an email to other U.S. government officials. "He may be shopping for more support than he got here," the official added.



Mr. Rossi said in an interview that he never met with Mr. Biden. He did not recall the U.S. Embassy reaching out to him about the project.



While Mr. Biden's letter to the ambassador is referred to in the correspondence, The Times was unable to review its contents because the State Department appears to have redacted it in its entirety. The department cited exemptions allowing the withholding of records that would compromise individual privacy, attorney client privilege or the government's deliberative process.



In an interview, Mr. Phillips said he did not remember Mr. Biden writing to him about Burisma, but he said he received a lot of letters.



If Mr. Biden had written him, "I certainly would pay attention to it," he said. "Out of courtesy, I'd probably make sure he got a response of some sort, but not necessarily from me. And I wouldn't even want to encourage it, because I wouldn't get us involved in something like that."



He said that he tried to avoid fueling the perception that connected people got special treatment.



Tuscany is known for its access to geothermal power, creating brisk competition for companies seeking to enter the space.



It is not clear whether the U.S. Embassy went to bat for Burisma. The project fizzled before it ever began drilling in Tuscany, according to the person involved in the effort.
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Trial in Texas School Shooting Asks: Could the Gunman's Parents Have Stopped It?



The case, against the parents of a gunman who killed 10 people in Santa Fe, Texas, in 2018, is among the first in which school shooting victims are trying to hold parents liable in civil court.




A makeshift memorial outside Santa Fe High School in 2018. The case is among the first in which those victimized by a school shooting are trying to hold the gunman's parents liable in civil court.




By J. David Goodman and Patrick McGee


Aug 14, 2024


As the nation has struggled to respond to mass shootings, often carried out by teenagers still living at home, focus has turned to the parents of the gunmen and whether they bear responsibility for the horrific acts of their children.



That has been the question at the center of a civil trial now taking place in a small county courtroom in Galveston, along the Gulf Coast of Texas. The defendants are the parents of a 17-year-old gunman who 
killed eight of his classmates and two teachers
 at Santa Fe High School in 2018.



The trial is the first such case since a jury in Michigan found the parents of a 15-year-old gunman 
guilty this year of involuntary manslaughter
 in a mass shooting that their son committed at Oxford High School outside of Detroit in 2021. Prosecutors presented evidence that the parents had ignored warning signs and  failed to lock up the handgun that they purchased for their son, which he used in the shooting.



The difference in Texas is that the parents of the gunman, Antonios Pagourtzis and Rose Marie Kosmetatos, have not been accused of any crime. Instead, the case is among the first in which those victimized by a school shooting are trying to hold the gunman's parents liable in civil court.



For nearly two weeks now, Mr. Pagourtzis, a Greek immigrant, and his wife, Ms. Kosmetatos, have sat in court just a few yards from the parents of the children who were killed in the massacre.



Photos of the victims as they appeared before the shooting have been shown to the jury, as have those of the gunman cuddling with his father and performing in a Greek dance troupe at his church just a few days before the attack.



"I'm Christian. I believe in God. I no believe in shooting," Mr. Pagourtzis said during questioning by the plaintiffs' lawyer last week. "You try to tell me I'm bad. I say, I tried my best."



At issue is whether the gunman's parents were negligent in how they stored the firearms at home -- about a dozen rifles and shotguns and at least one handgun -- and whether they could have taken steps to help their son, Dimitrios Pagourtzis, who since the shooting has been 
declared mentally incompetent to stand trial
.



"There were red flags," Clint McGuire, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said in his opening statement. "If they did not know that he was depressed, like they're claiming, it's because they failed in their job as parents, and they should have known." (The suit also names the gunman as a defendant.)



On Tuesday, the gunman's mother, Ms. Kosmetatos, told the jury that she saw no signs of her son's distress before the shooting. "I would have done everything in my power to prevent it, if I had known," she said.




Antonios Pagourtzis, left, and Rose Marie Kosmetatos, the parents of the Santa Fe gunman, in court in Galveston, Texas, in July.




The family's guns were kept in a black metal gun safe in the garage and in a glass-and-wood display cabinet in the living room, which, the gunman's sister testified, could be seen when entering the house. The gunman took several of his parents' weapons, including the shotgun and handgun that were used in the shooting.



On Monday, the safe and cabinet were wheeled into the courtroom, with Mr. Pagourtzis helping his lawyer, Lori Laird, maneuver one of them into place. The father then took the witness stand in his own defense.



Mr. Pagourtzis said that both had been locked, with the keys hidden in the house, but that his son must have searched until he found them. "If somebody wants to find something, he'll find it," he said.



Under Texas law, criminal charges can be brought against parents if a child who is 16 or younger gains access to a loaded gun that was not properly stored. The gunman was 17 at the time of the shooting.



Last week, under questioning by Mr. McGuire, Mr. Pagourtzis said he was not aware of the kinds of things that his son had been buying online, including ammunition used in the shooting, nor did he know about the apparent dark turn in his son's interests.



When asked if he knew that his son's favorite song was titled "Angel of Death," Mr. Pagourtzis said he did not know the song. He said he did not know that his son appeared, in online searches, to be fascinated with school shootings, nor had he seen his son's disturbing journal entries on the computer, including some that described an abusive home.



"Because he writes something, it does not mean that he wrote down the truth," Mr. Pagourtzis said when asked about the homicidal fantasies in the entries.



His son had been a good student, he testified, who played clarinet, ran track and then played football in high school. He said he had not been aware of his son's increasing absences during his junior year nor the declining grades that began to appear on his report card.



"The parents never searched Dimitrios's personal home computer," Ms. Laird, the defense lawyer, said in her opening statement. "Why would they? Dimitri was almost 18 years old."



Ms. Laird said that the gunman's mother did contact the school after her son was accused of plagiarism on a school assignment, and that she had talked to him and his sister about mental health and school shootings, particularly after the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, which took place in early 2018.



But the gunman's troubles were kept hidden, Ms. Laird said. "She had no idea what was going on in her son's mind," she said of his mother. "He was deeply disturbed and deeply suffering. But he didn't tell anybody."



Because there has been no criminal trial against the gunman, who remains in a state hospital for mental health treatment, the civil trial has also represented the first effort at public accountability in the six years since the shooting.



In the crowded history of mass shootings in recent years, the Santa Fe massacre has often been overlooked, eclipsed by subsequent tragedies and the desire among many in the community south of Houston to move on. The trial, which began on July 31 and could stretch into next week, has attracted only a handful of local reporters.



But it has shed light on a community where guns are prevalent and the pain of the shooting is still present for many.



Parents and survivors who were wounded talked of being haunted and heartbroken, their lives upended by the shooting. Some witnesses cited Bible passages on the stand, while others talked in detail about proper firearm storage or the bravery of the students who died protecting classmates.



The plaintiffs' lawyers showed the jury photos of victims before the shooting posing with the American flag, dressed in cowboy hats and western wear, and with football teammates.




Members of the Santa Fe High School community gathered around a memorial on campus in 2018.




Testimony from students who survived the shooting revealed previously unknown details about the May 18, 2018, attack.



Trenton Beazley, a 15-year-old sophomore at the time of the attack, described hiding from the gunman. He told jurors how he watched a fatally wounded student "take his last breaths" and another student profusely bleed.



Mr. Beazley said that he could smell gun smoke and hear the gunman's footsteps crunching on broken glass as he taunted the barricaded students, singing lyrics from the Queen song "Another One Bites the Dust."



When some of the cellphones abandoned by students started to ring, the gunman said, "Do you want to come answer this? Oh, wait, you can't. You're dead."



Chase Yarbrough, a 17-year-old junior at the time, recalled that during the shooting, a fellow student told him, "Hey man, I think you got hit." He touched his nose and found "blood everywhere." Mr. Yarbrough called his father and told him that a shooting had taken place at the school. His father told him to run.



Mr. Yarbrough jumped over an outside wall, twisted his ankle and started to run through a field, mistakenly believing that the gunman was chasing him. His ankle failed him, and he frantically crawled on the ground until his father and a police officer found him.



As word of the shooting spread through the community, Mr. Pagourtzis and his wife were, like any of the other parents, scared for their children and rushing to the school.



Mr. Pagourtzis testified that he went straight to the high school, parked his truck and began walking around the building with other panicked parents. Soon, he learned his son was the shooter.



Brent Cooley, the former Galveston County sheriff's deputy who eventually handcuffed the gunman, testified that he and other officers entered the area where the gunman had opened fire, and that the gunman eventually surrendered to them.



But before the officers moved in, Mr. Pagourtzis testified that he had wanted to confront his son himself.



"I said, 'Let me go in. If something happens, let him kill me,'" Mr. Pagourtzis said. "'Don't kill any more.'"
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Can This Country Show Europe How to Compete Again?



Sweden outperforms in tech, has a roster of $1 billion-plus start-ups and could be a model as the European Union refigures its growth policies.




A square in Stockholm. Sweden has a roster of high-tech start-ups like Skype and King Digital Entertainment, the maker of Candy Crush.




By Patricia Cohen


Aug 13, 2024


Sweden's economy has, in many ways, suffered from the same tribulations as the 
rest of Europe
: recent bouts of crushing inflation and recession, and now the prospect of meager growth in a world split by geopolitical and economic conflict.



Nevertheless, the Nordic country has a roster of high-tech entrepreneurs that is the envy of its neighbors. Spotify and Skype are globally recognized brand names. Klarna, a financial tech firm, and King Digital Entertainment, the maker of the video game juggernaut Candy Crush, are other examples of homegrown tech powerhouses.



"They have something -- particularly in the tech sector -- which other European countries do not really have to the same extent," said Jacob Kirkegaard, a senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund.



That entrepreneurial track record has been attracting renewed attention at a time when 
anxieties
 are mounting about Europe's ability to compete with American and Chinese advancements in high technology.



The United States has turned out a generation of companies like Google, Meta and Amazon, while China's tech scene flourished with firms like Alibaba, Huawei and ByteDance, the owner of TikTok.




The lobby of the fintech firm Klarna in Stockholm. The company's founder has credited Sweden's safety net for helping his family when he was a child.




Europe, of course, has its own star tech giants like the Netherlands' 
ASML
, a global leader in the semiconductor sector. But as a whole, the continent is seen more as a bystander than an innovator, known more for its 
aggressive regulation of foreign tech firms
 than building businesses of its own.



The economic impact of falling behind is substantial, but it also has important social implications. European policymakers worry about the long-term effect of relying on foreign corporations for 
communication
, social media, shopping and entertainment rather than on companies with what is widely referred to as "European values."



Those values include a stronger appreciation for 
protecting privacy
, preventing the dissemination of hateful speech and maintaining strong labor protections and a better work-life balance.



Critics of European tech policies complain about less access to venture capital and a cultural aversion to risk-taking. Europe's tech workers often have often moved to the United States rather than build companies at home.



But Sweden has had a different experience. It has produced more tech unicorns -- start-ups valued at more than $1 billion -- per capita than any other country in Europe after tiny Estonia, according to a 
report
 on European tech by Atomico, an investment firm. And it ranked fourth in the number of unicorns, after Britain, Germany and France, countries whose populations are six to nine times as large.




Spotify, the audio streaming service based in Stockholm, is one of Sweden's homegrown tech powerhouses.




Mario Draghi, a former president of the European Central Bank who is analyzing the "
competitiveness crisis
" for the European Union, 
recently pointed to Sweden
 as an example to be followed. Its tech sector is twice as productive as the European Union's average and it provides strong social programs, he noted.



In interviews, a dozen entrepreneurs, investors and economists agreed that an ingredient of Sweden's success were initiatives in the 1990s that gave a wide swath of the public access to personal computers and broadband. At the time, most people were just getting used to the screeching woof of dial-up modems.



Fredrick Cassel, a partner at 
Creandum,
 a venture capital firm that invested in Spotify and Klarna, said his ability to use the internet at home set him on the path to being a tech investor.



The push to get a PC in every home and build connectivity gave Sweden an edge in producing an "engineering generation," Mr. Cassel, 50, said. "I have a hard time seeing that happen without those two pieces of infrastructure in place."



The Swedish tech entrepreneur Hjalmar Nilsonne had a similar experience. He remembers getting his own Pentium II HP computer in 1998 when he was 10 years old: It "changed my life, by introducing me to programming and the internet."



Mr. Nilsonne, who founded and later sold Watty, recently co-founded a start-up called 
Neko Health
 with Daniel Ek, the founder and chief executive of Spotify.



"He had the exact same story as I did," Mr. Nilsonne said of his Neko partner. "We started playing around with computers. We learned how to build websites. We started selling websites to friends and family when we were teenagers. And that was all possible because we had very early access to the internet."




Hjalmar Nilsonne, a founder of Neko Health, a Swedish medical tech company, said getting his own computer at age 10 changed his life.




Analysts also point to a tradition in Sweden of public and private investment in research and development, which currently amounts to 
3.4 percent of total output,
 one of the 
highest
 percentages in Europe. There was also a deep pool of assets from family foundations like Wallenberg and Ikea as well as a government-controlled pension system that served as local sources of early venture capital in the small nation.



Swedish businesses have always been pushed to search for customers outside the country, which has a population of only 10 million, said Asa Zetterberg, the managing director of 
TechSverige
, a trade organization.



That has forced start-ups and industry, she said, to "be competitive in the global economy."



Half of the country's gross domestic product comes from exports, and the tech sector accounted for 
11 percent of total exports in 2022
.




Niklas Zennstrom, one of the founders of Skype, is now the chief executive of Atomico, an investment firm.




Niklas Zennstrom, a founder of Skype who is now chief executive of Atomico, said that start-ups could get early funding but had a much harder time getting financing for expansion in Europe compared with their counterparts in the United States.



Pressure for more financing comes amid a 
push by governments
 around the world to more forcefully direct economic development. The United States has kicked up spending on semiconductors, alternative energy and electric vehicles by hundreds of billions of dollar to compete more aggressively with China.



President Biden's signature pieces of legislation emphasized subsidies, loan guarantees and tax incentives for companies investing in the green transition and advanced technology.



The Biden policies also nodded to social support like 
requiring
 chip makers that receive subsidies to supply affordable child care. But the focus is on industrial and technological nuts and bolts.



Founders and investors in Sweden repeatedly pointed to the crucial role that the country's expansive social safety net plays in encouraging entrepreneurs to experiment and take risks -- despite the high taxes it takes to finance the programs.



An effective "social welfare system" is the best way the Swedish government can encourage entrepreneurship and innovation, Mr. Cassel at Creandum said.




The offices of Creandum, a venture capital firm based in Stockholm that has invested in Spotify and Klarna.




Free education, free health care, free child care. "You can afford to take risks, you will not be on the street" if you fail, he said.



Sebastian Siemiatkowski, the founder of Klarna, similarly credited Sweden's safety net.



He said his immigrant parents were often unemployed when he was a child. Still, he was able to get health care, attend the best schools and get a home computer early on "without having any money."



Sweden (along with Belgium) spends more on 
education
 as a percentage of gross domestic product than any other member of the European Union.



Mr. Siemiatkowski pointed out that Sweden is also way ahead of the United States on equal opportunity. The country ranked fourth on the World Economic Forum's 
social mobility index
 in 2020, the latest available. The United States ranked 27th.



That, he said, is an important reason that Sweden "punches above its weight."



Adam Satariano
 contributed reporting.
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U.S. Said to Consider a Breakup of Google to Address Search Monopoly



The Justice Department and state attorneys general are discussing various scenarios to remedy Google's dominance in online search, including a breakup of the company.




Google's chief executive, Sundar Pichai, at a company event last year. The tech giant acted illegally to maintain a monopoly in online search, a federal judge ruled this month.




By David McCabe and Nico Grant


Aug 14, 2024


Google was found last week to have 
violated antitrust law
 by illegally maintaining a monopoly in internet search. Now discussions over how to fix those violations have begun.



Justice Department officials are considering what remedies to ask a federal judge to order against the search giant, said three people with knowledge of the deliberations involving the agency and state attorneys general who helped to bring the case. They are discussing various proposals, including breaking off parts of Google, such as its Chrome browser or Android smartphone operating system, two of the people said.



Other scenarios under consideration include forcing Google to make its data available to rivals, or mandating that it abandon deals that made its search engine the default option on devices like the iPhone, said the people, who declined to be identified because the process is confidential. The government is meeting with other companies and experts to discuss their proposals for limiting Google's power, the people said.



The deliberations are in their early stages. 
Judge Amit P. Mehta
 of U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia has asked the Justice Department and Google to come up with a process for determining a fix in the case by Sept. 4. He has scheduled a hearing on Sept. 6 to discuss next steps.



Last week's ruling that Google was a monopolist was a landmark antitrust decision, raising serious questions about the power of tech giants in the modern internet era. Apple, Amazon and Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, also face antitrust cases. Google is scheduled to go to trial in another antitrust case -- this one over ad technology -- next month. Any remedies in 
Google's search case are likely to reverberate
 and influence that broader landscape.



The stakes are acutely high for Google, which became a $2 trillion internet juggernaut by building an online advertising business and others on top of its search engine. Judge Mehta could reshape the core of the company's business or order it to abandon longtime practices that have helped to cement its dominance. Google generated $175 billion in revenue from its search engine and related businesses last year.



"The Justice Department is evaluating the court's decision," a spokesman for the agency said in a statement. "No decisions have been made at this time."



A Google spokesman declined to comment. The company has pledged to appeal the ruling. Bloomberg News 
earlier reported
 the details of the discussions.



Remedies in antitrust cases can have profound effects. In 2000, a federal judge ruled against Microsoft in an antitrust case and ordered the company be split up. A breakup was reversed on appeal, but key legal findings were upheld. Afterward, Microsoft did not exert its dominance over the emerging internet industry, creating room for young companies -- like Google -- to thrive.



In the Google case, Judge Mehta ruled on Aug. 5 that the Silicon Valley company had illegally maintained a monopoly over general online search services and some of the ads that run in search results. He broadly agreed with the government that Google had built a cycle of dominance that stopped rivals from building new innovations and allowed it to raise ad prices beyond what would be possible in a free market.



At the center of that cycle were billions of dollars in payments that Google made to companies like Apple and Mozilla to be the default search engine on devices like the iPhone and browsers like Firefox, Judge Mehta said.



Since then, the Justice Department and state attorneys general have started weighing their desire to check Google's influence with what they can reasonably ask Judge Mehta to do given the substance of his ruling, two people with knowledge of the discussions said.



Google's competitors and other critics have proposed -- either publicly or in discussions with the government -- several options for how Judge Mehta should rein in the company.



The most extreme is for Google to split off a substantial part of its business. That could mean the company would have to spin off Chrome, its web browser, or Android, its software for smartphones. Both of those products use Google as the automatic search engine, which helps fuel the company's dominance, Judge Mehta said.



The government is also considering asking for Google to have to divest a tool that runs text ads in search, the two people with knowledge of the deliberations said.



Last week, 
DuckDuckGo
, a small search engine company that has said it was harmed by Google's online search dominance, publicly proposed several remedies to even the playing field.



The company said that the government should ban the agreements that made Google's search engine the default option on devices, give others access to Google's search and ads knowledge, present screens that allow people to change search engines easily and educate the public about the process of picking a new search engine.



DuckDuckGo, which pitches itself as being more respectful of user privacy than Google, said the changes should be made under the supervision of an independent body with technical experts, to ensure compliance.



"There is no silver bullet," DuckDuckGo said in a statement. "Truly fixing the entrenched competitive imbalance that Google's default advantage has afforded them will require a mixture of interventions."
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This Enormous Artwork Turns a Palace Into a Pawnshop



Christoph Buchel's vast installation in Venice is compelling, obsessive and sometimes hilarious. 




"Monte di Pieta," a sprawling, multilayered project by the Swiss-born artist Christoph Buchel, at The Prada Foundation, is currently the most-talked about show in Venice.




By Scott Reyburn
Photographs by Matteo de Mayda


Aug 14, 2024


Ascending the grand marble staircase in the center of the Venetian palazzo, you encounter a selection of fake Gucci, Hermes and other luxury handbags laid out on a blanket. A street hawker seems to have been disturbed, leaving their knockoff wares behind.








Then, turning right on the mezzanine level, you climb another staircase into a control room. A bank of live CCTV monitors flicker above an empty office chair and espresso-stained plastic coffee cup.








Next, a room for cryptocurrency traders with whirring servers, and a fridge, quarter-filled with tins of Red Bull; followed by the recording studio of a grandmother-aged TikTok influencer; a washroom with a print of Leonardo's $450.3 million 
"Salvator Mundi"
 pasted to the wall;
 
a 1950s-style cocktail bar; a pole dancing den; a kitchen filled with untouched trash. Room after room looks recently abandoned.



These are just a few of the many elements of 
"Monte di Pieta,"
 a sprawling, multilayered project by the Swiss-born artist Christoph Buchel, 57, at The Prada Foundation in Venice through Nov. 24. Though not part of 
the official Biennale program
, this is currently the most-talked about art project in Venice, compelling in its obsessive, allusive and sometimes hilarious attention to detail. Never shy of taking on big subjects, Buchel has created an immersive environment that asks awkward, urgent questions about what capitalism is doing to our society and our planet.



To do this, the artist transformed the first three floors of Ca' Corner della Regina, an 18th-century palace that the Prada Foundation now owns, into the venue for a fictional liquidation auction of a bankrupt "Venice Pawn Shop." From 1834 to 1969, the palazzo, overlooking the Grand Canal, was the home of the "Mount of Piety," a Catholic institution that made loans to low-income borrowers who offered their valuables as collateral.



Buchel has imagined this lending facility as if it has just gone bust. The borrowers' deposited belongings are up for auction and the palazzo is boarded up and covered with "For Sale" signs. The property is a "great investment opportunity," according to the deadpan accompanying brochure, styled like a bankruptcy court auction catalog.








Buchel does not give media interviews. But the material the artist has chosen for this project has plenty to say about the troubled world we live in, and the roles that capital, debt, spurious notions of value and naked greed have played over the centuries. 



Jarring juxtapositions of objects are everywhere. An entire room full of vellum-bound banking records, dating back to the 16th century, is placed next to a job lot of washing machines and dryers. An authentic 1542 Titian portrait, from the Uffizi Gallery in Florence, hangs on a pegboard panel beside a plastic coat hanger.






Buchel's ongoing work "The Diamond Maker," consisting of a suitcase filled with a collection of lab-grown diamonds made out of his own destroyed art (he used his own excrement as the organic "starter" for the gems series) is displayed near six original tins of Piero Manzoni's 1961 fecal masterwork, "Merda d'artista." An 18th-century map of Ukraine hangs next to some assault rifles.








A 
Lehman Brothers
 sign stands on its side behind a screen indicating the current state of world debt (currently more than $72 trillion, according to 
Worlddebtclocks.com
). An official portrait of a smiling Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni of Italy is placed on a cardboard box next to the ground floor restrooms. A palace, owned by one of the world's most powerful luxury fashion brands, is filled with the thrift store smell of old clothes.






In the current economic climate, it is difficult to imagine a publicly funded museum having the resources to mount this kind of exhibition. Chiara Costa, the head of programs at the Prada Foundation, said in an email that her team had spent two years working with Buchel to research and produce this project.



Over the last 30 years, the Foundation has often commissioned "utopian projects that are seemingly impossible to realize," according to Costa. "Monte di Pieta" pushes this mission even further, since "Buchel's work tends to force the limits of an art institution," she added, referring to the daunting challenges posed by the artist's notoriously 
ambitious
 and 
provocative
 installations.








Unlike Buchel's more ill-fated schemes -- including the unrealized "
Training Ground for Democracy,"
 a would-be dystopian American town that almost bankrupted the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art before it was canceled in 2007 -- "Monte di Pieta" is a focused response to a specific building, in a location with 
specific issues
.



One response to these local issues is a cryptocurrency Buchel has created for the project, called the 
Schei
, which is only available to Venice's 
ever-diminishing local population
. Residents can take 100,000 of these tokens free of charge and trade them; any value created by selling them will be "reinvested into initiatives to benefit citizens and residents of Venice," according to the token's website. (
Etherscan
, which tracks the trade in crypto tokens, has so far recorded just a tiny handful of transactions.)








Back in the project space, a video shows the hapless TikTok "granfluencer," 
Regina de' Schei
 trying and failing to buy a glass of Prosecco with her crypto tokens.



What all this adds up to is every visitor's guess. Of course, the auction scheduled in the catalog for Nov. 25 will not take place. It is a fiction: The project will simply close. The borrowed artworks will be returned to their lenders and most of the other materials will return to charity shops, according to Costa from the Prada Foundation.



The Palazzo Ca' Corner della Regina will not be sold. The foundation will reopen the space with another spectacular contemporary art exhibition. Millions of tourists will continue to crowd into Venice. But the wider sense of bankruptcy that Buchel so powerfully articulated won't go away.
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Critic's Pick



Missy Elliott, Pop World Builder, Brings a Hip-Hop Fantasia to Brooklyn



For her first headlining tour in an innovative three-decade career, Elliott unleashed a relentless and exhilarating display of theatrical and visual ambition.




Missy Elliott onstage at Barclays Center in Brooklyn on Monday night.




By Jon Caramanica


Aug 13, 2024


It's nearly impossible to fathom that until this summer, almost three decades into her career, Missy Elliott had never headlined an arena tour. One of the most influential hip-hop and pop performers, 
songwriters
 and producers of all time, she built a career on hyperreal imagery and music that suggested an intergalactic, quirky, sensual future that even now feels fanciful and far-off.



And judging by the performance Elliott, 53, delivered at Barclays Center in Brooklyn on Monday night, it would have been impossible to ascertain that she'd never toured at this level before. The deftness and imagination on display suggested a performer with a hyperdeveloped sense of image-making, a bone-deep understanding of her catalog, and a desire to make up for lost time and opportunity.



The tour, titled Out of This World -- the Missy Elliott Experience, was a taut, relentless and exhilarating 75 minutes full of theatrical and visual ambition. At times, it had the complexity and density of recent peak pop spectacles, like Taylor Swift's Eras Tour, or the Weeknd's 
2021 Super Bowl halftime show
. But it was also kin to the films of Baz Luhrmann, Greta Gerwig's "Barbie," "RuPaul's Drag Race," the opening ceremony of the Paris Olympics -- events in which precision, creativity and absurdism comfortably coexist, and actually rely upon each other.



The show was less a conventional concert than a dynamic carnivalesque D.J. set of strung-together Elliott smashes (her own, mainly, but at one point late in the night, some which she wrote or produced for others, like Aaliyah). It presented as one grand adventure -- the front-loaded section of hits like "Sock It 2 Me," "I'm Really Hot" and "The Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)" (which was preceded by a quizzical nod to "Singin' in the Rain") wasn't much more distinctive than the mid-show run of sex romps "Get Ur Freak On," "One Minute Man" and "Hot Boyz." And neither of those sections was more commanding than the sometimes choppy closing run, peppered with laser-beam bouncers like "Work It" and "Lose Control." The less effective songs sprinkled throughout worked as accent pieces, but also at times undermined the potency of her biggest hits.



But Elliott was trying to make a point: Like all the most memorable and durable pop heroes, she has built a worldview much bigger than any one of her songs.



What was perhaps most striking, though, was how that world didn't always require Elliott's presence. During this show, there were countless things to keep an eye on -- platforms popping up from the stage and flying out over the crowd; circular screens hovering over the audience,; a video backdrop filled with colorful, surreally animated clips; fire spouting out of either side of the stage; dancers in ferocious lock step; and a small cast of sidekick characters doing light skit work.



Elliott was there, too, decked out in phenomenally inventive, flamboyant and dynamic outfits -- a graffiti-covered puffer parka, fully rhinestoned track suits, a black exoskeleton-like jacket trailed by, essentially, a billowing cape-cum-cocoon that was inflated and trailed behind her for several feet. That was a nod to the outfit that made her famous -- the interstellar trash bag chic she showed off in the video for her 1997 breakout single, "The Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)."



When she smiled, which was often, it was electric. But often all you could see of her was the space between her nose and neck, like a person who doesn't quite wish to be perceived. She rarely appeared fully fixed on the stage, or even on the idea of performing itself -- she performed few full songs front to back, instead relying on the immediacy of the chorus and the familiarity of the opening words to trigger a communal response, and then easing back into the ensemble. She was the star, but maybe more important, she was the creative director. When she stepped offstage for a costume change, the show did not take a breather.




At times, Elliott's show had the complexity and density of recent peak pop spectacles.




Around 20 dancers in ruthlessly choreographed routines did the bulk of the visual work, making for a spectacle that was part Busby Berkeley, part "Star Wars" trilogy, rendered through an artificial intelligence reimagining of "Wild Style."



And it was notably loud, too, meaning there was less pressure on Elliott's rapping and singing. Those were just small parts of a bombastic, meticulously produced soundtrack to a novel visual fantasia. It was also a reminder that Elliott in her prime was less a pure vocal hero than a rhythmic genius, a technophilic visual wizard, an imagineer of futuristic Black pop.



She made an argument here that she was also building a tent -- late in the night she was joined onstage by her longtime collaborator Timbaland and the R&B technician Ciara, the night's first two openers, and also Lil' Kim, a fellow female hip-hop hero of the '90s. There was also Busta Rhymes, the main support act, who in his prime was hip-hop's premier eccentric and a sometime Elliott collaborator. He seemed extremely at home amid the pandemonium -- his visual accompaniment was as antic as Elliott's -- and he brought out LL Cool J for a rowdy and meaningful performance of their verses on the seminal remix of Craig Mack's "Flava in Ya Ear."



In Elliott's music and her often flabbergasting, decades-ahead visual presentation, she laid out threads that would later be picked up on by Kanye West, M.I.A., Drake, Nicki Minaj, Travis Scott and many others. The scale of her impact -- she was the first female rapper inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame -- belies the actual length of her commercial peak. Elliott's time in the limelight was curiously short -- her most meaningful hits appeared during a five-year stretch, from 1997 to 2002. And since then, Elliott has gone long periods without being much seen or heard from.



She appeared grateful for the opportunity to bask in the adoration from an audience that had waited decades to hail her. She returned briefly onstage after the house lights came up to soak it in without the barriers of costume and sound.



It was hard not to engage in a dash of sliding-doors speculation. Had a show like this gone on the road two decades ago, it would have instantly recalibrated what hip-hop extravaganzas could be in a live setting. It would have not only bolstered Elliott's claim to the innovator throne, but possibly created a pathway for her career to develop even beyond the already substantive level of influence she achieved. Elliott peaked early, and then left the pieces behind for others to pick up and iterate on. Imagine instead Elliott cartoons, films, theme parks, energy drinks. Would we -- even more than we currently do -- simply live in a world of Elliott's imagination?



Out of This World -- the Missy Elliott Experience continues Friday at the Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse in Cleveland, Ohio, and runs through Aug. 23.
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Not every fashion week can be characterized as friendly, approachable and relaxed. But those are three ways to describe Copenhagen Fashion Week, a twice-a-year event in the capital city of Denmark, a country that has often been ranked among 
the happiest
 in the world.



Even though Copenhagen Fashion Week has continued to grow since it began almost 20 years ago, it doesn't draw the same crowds that gather for shows in New York, London, Milan and Paris. This isn't a bad thing: As other fashion weeks have become over-the-top spectacles where as much attention is paid to who's sitting in the front row as to what's on the runway, Copenhagen Fashion Week has managed to avoid some of the egos and excess that can come with its more established counterparts. (Helping to reduce the excess are 
sustainability requirements
 that organizers of the shows in Copenhagen require participating brands to meet.)



Last week, at the latest installment of Copenhagen Fashion Week, the event's inviting nature was reflected in the crowds and on the runways, both of which were full of people of all sizes and backgrounds. The clothes were similarly diverse.



Brands with notable collections included Remain, which experimented with mesh fabrics and sleek silhouettes, and Henrik Vibskov, which embraced frenetic patterns in vivid prints. On the streets, outfits in white and neutral shades -- the types associated with the Scandinavian minimalist aesthetic (and 
summer
) -- contrasted with ensembles incorporating vibrant colors. There were also lots of loose layers and many clothes with flowing proportions, which looked even better on people who were pedaling around the 
bicycle-friendly city
.




Classic blue denim and muted green bikes.





Red hands suspended on strings added a surrealist touch to the Henrik Vibskov show.





Airiness was achieved by styling a lacy shirt with relaxed-fitting pants.





Gold hoops accentuated a sparkling complexion.





This group's attire was eclectic and electric.





The Rolf Ekroth show had an outdoor setting that played well with the earth tones and florals in the brand's collection.





You could say their outfits went hand in hand.





Cargo bicycles were among the ways people got around Copenhagen during fashion week.





They were symmetric, if not in total sync. 





A duo whose ensembles bridged rock and romance.





Looking radiant while bathed in sunlight.





Their two different styles had distinct personalities.
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Cooling inflation 'ticks the box' for a Fed rate cut.



By Jeanna Smialek


Aug 14, 2024


The Consumer Price Index cooled in July compared with a year earlier, providing further evidence that inflation is moderating and likely keeping the Federal Reserve firmly on track to cut interest rates at its meeting next month.



Overall inflation was 2.9 percent in July on a yearly basis, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics reported
, easing slightly from 3 percent in June. The figure was milder than economists had expected, and it marked the first time inflation has slipped below 3 percent since 2021.



While inflation still exceeds the 2 percent that was normal before the coronavirus pandemic, it is much slower than the 9.1 percent peak in 2022.



And after stripping out food and fuel prices, a closely watched "core" index climbed 3.2 percent from a year earlier, a step down from the previous report and in line with expectations. Economists pay attention to that number because it gives a sense of the underlying inflation trend.



Here's what else to know:
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A California Bill to Regulate A.I. Causes Alarm in Silicon Valley



California state senator Scott Wiener wants to stop the creation of dangerous A.I. But critics say he is jumping the gun.




Scott Wiener, a California state senator, said he created his A.I. safety bill to get ahead of the technology's potential risks.




By Cade Metz and Cecilia Kang


Aug 14, 2024


A California bill that could impose restrictions on artificial intelligence has tech companies, investors and activists scrambling to explain what the first-of-its-kind legislation could mean for their industry in the state.



The bill is still winding its way through the state capital in Sacramento. It is expected to reach the California state assembly appropriations committee on Thursday before facing a vote by the full assembly.



If signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom, the bill would require companies to test the safety of powerful A.I. technologies before releasing them to the public. It would also allow California's attorney general to sue companies if their technologies cause serious harm, such as mass property damage or human casualties.



The debate over the A.I. bill, called SB 1047, is a reflection of the 
arguments that have driven intense interest in artificial intelligence
. Opponents believe it will choke the progress of technologies that promise to increase worker productivity, improve health care and fight climate change.



Supporters believe the bill will help prevent disasters and place guardrails on the work of companies that are too focused on profits. Just last year, many 
A.I. experts
 and 
tech executives
 led 
public discussions
 about the risks of A.I. and even urged lawmakers in Washington to help set up those guardrails.



Now, in an about-face, the tech industry is recoiling at an attempt to do exactly that in California. Because they are based in the state or do business in the state, many of the leading A.I. companies, including Google, Meta, Anthropic and OpenAI, would be bound by the proposed law, which could set a precedent for other states and national governments.



SB 1047 arrives at a precarious time for the San Francisco Bay Area, where much of the A.I. start-up community, as well as many of the industry's biggest companies, are based. The bill, its harshest critics argue, could push A.I. development into other states, just as the region is rebounding from a pandemic-induced slump.



Some notable A.I. researchers have supported the bill, including 
Geoff Hinton, the former Google researcher
, and 
Yoshua Bengio, a professor at the University of Montreal
. The two have spent the past 18 months warning of the dangers of the technology. Other A.I. pioneers have come out against the bill, including Meta's chief A.I. scientist, 
Yann LeCun
, and the former Google executives and Stanford professors Andrew Ng and Fei-Fei Li.



Mr. Newsom's office declined to comment. Google, Meta and Anthropic also declined to comment. An OpenAI spokeswoman said the bill could slow innovation by creating an uncertain legal landscape for building A.I. The company said it has expressed its concerns in meetings with Mr. Wiener's office, and that serious A.I. risks were national security issues that should be regulated by the federal government, not by states.



(The New York Times 
sued
 OpenAI and Microsoft, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems. The companies have denied the claims.)



The bill has roots in "A.I. salons" held in San Francisco. Last year, California State Senator Scott Wiener attended a series of those salons, where young researchers, entrepreneurs, activists and amateur philosophers discussed the future of artificial intelligence.



After sitting in on those discussions, Mr. Wiener said he created SB 1047, with input from the lobbying arm of the Center for A.I. Safety, a think tank with ties to effective altruism, a movement that has long been concerned with 
preventing existential threats from A.I
.



The bill would require safety tests for systems that have development costs exceeding $100 million and that are trained using a certain amount of raw computing power. It would also create a new state agency that defines and monitors those tests. Dan Hendrycks, a founder of the Center for A.I. Safety, said the bill would push the largest tech companies to identify and remove harmful behavior from their most expensive technologies.



"Complex systems will have unexpected behavior. You can count on it," Dr. Hendrycks said in an interview with The New York Times. "The bill is a call to make sure that these systems don't have hazards or, if the hazards do exist, that the systems have the appropriate safeguards."



Today's A.I. technologies can help spread disinformation online, including text, still images and videos. They are also beginning to take away some jobs. But studies by OpenAI and others over the past year showed that today's A.I. technologies were 
not significantly more dangerous than search engines
.



Still, some A.I. experts argue that serious dangers are on the horizon. In one example, Dario Amodei, the chief executive of the high-profile A.I. start-up Anthropic, told Congress last year that new A.I. technology could soon help unskilled people create large-scale biological attacks.



Mr. Wiener said he was trying to head off those scary scenarios.



"Historically, we have waited for bad things to happen and then wrung our hands and dealt with it later, sometimes when the horse was out of the barn and it was too late," Mr. Wiener said in an interview. "So my view is, let's try to, in a very light touch way, get ahead of the risks and anticipate the risks."



Google and Meta sent letters to Mr. Wiener expressing concerns about the bill. Anthropic, Mr. Amodei's company, surprised many observers when it also opposed the bill in its current form and suggested changes that would allow companies to control their own safety testing. The company said the government should only become involved if real harms were caused.



Mr. Wiener said the opposition by tech giants sent mixed messages. The companies 
have already promised the Biden administration
 and global regulators that they would test their systems for safety.



"The CEOs of Meta, Google, of OpenAI -- all of them -- have volunteered to testing and that's what this bill asks them to do," he said.



The bill's critics say they are worried that the safety rules will add new liability to A.I. development, since companies will have to make a legal promise that their models are safe before they release them. They also argue that the threat of legal action from the state attorney general will discourage tech giants from sharing their technology's underlying software code with other businesses and software developers -- a practice known as open source.



Open source is common in the A.I. world. It allows small companies and individuals to build on the work of larger organizations, and critics of SB 1047 argue that the bill could severely limit the options of start-ups that do not have the resources of tech giants like Google, Microsoft and Meta.



"It could stifle innovation," said Lauren Wagner, an investor and researcher who has worked for both Google and Meta.



Open-source backers believe that sharing code allows engineers and researchers across the industry to quickly identify and fix problems and improve technologies.



Jeremy Howard, an entrepreneur and A.I researcher 
who helped create the technologies that drive the leading A.I. systems
, said the new California bill would ensure that the most powerful A.I. technologies belonged solely to the biggest tech companies. And if these systems were to eventually exceed the power of the human brain, as some A.I. researchers believe they will, the bill would consolidate power in the hands of a few corporations.




A.I. researcher and entrepreneur Jeremy Howard believes the new California bill would ensure that leading A.I. technologies belong solely to the biggest tech companies.




"These organizations would have more power than any country -- any entity of any kind. They would be in control of an artificial super intelligence," Mr. Howard said. "That is a recipe for disaster."



Others argue that if open source development is not allowed to flourish in the United States, it will flow to other countries, including China. The solution, they argue, is to regulate how people use A.I. rather than regulating the creation of the core technology.



"A.I. is like a kitchen knife, which can be used for good things, like cutting an onion, and bad things, like stabbing a person," said Sebastian Thrun, an A.I. researcher and serial entrepreneur who founded the self-driving car project at Google. "We shouldn't try to put an off-switch on a kitchen knife. We should try to prevent people from misusing it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/technology/ai-california-bill-silicon-valley.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Texas Sues G.M. Over Collection and Selling of Driver Data



The lawsuit accuses the automaker of tricking drivers into sharing detailed driving records that were then sold to insurance companies.




The Texas attorney general's lawsuit said G.M. customers were unwittingly enrolled in the automaker's data collection program. 




By Stacy Cowley


Aug 14, 2024


The state of Texas sued General Motors on Tuesday, accusing the automaker of collecting detailed driving data on 16 million drivers and selling it to insurance companies without their consent.



"Millions of American drivers wanted to buy a car, not a comprehensive surveillance system that unlawfully records information about every drive they take and sells their data to any company willing to pay for it," said Ken Paxton, the state's attorney general.



A G.M. spokeswoman said the company had been "in discussions" with the attorney general's office and was reviewing the complaint. "We share the desire to protect consumers' privacy," she said.



The lawsuit followed an investigation Mr. Paxton opened after 
The New York Times reported
 that General Motors and other automakers had collected and sold to insurance companies extensive records on customers' driving behaviors, including data on the start and end times of their trips and instances of hard braking and speeding. Many customers' insurance premiums soared because of the data contained in those reports.



General Motors said in March, shortly after The Times report was published, that it would 
stop sharing such information
 with data brokers.



Texas' 
complaint against General Motors
 and its OnStar subsidiary says that beginning in 2015, the automaker sold its customers' driving data to outside vendors, including LexisNexis Risk Solutions, Verisk Analytics and Wejo. Some of those companies then calculated a "driving score" for each customer and sold that information to insurers. G.M. collected millions of dollars from these deals through upfront payments and ongoing royalties, according to the legal filing.



LexisNexis and Verisk did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Wejo filed for bankruptcy in 2023.



Customers were typically enrolled in the data collection program at General Motors dealerships, through what the lawsuit described as a "deceptively designed sales flow to ensure that customers would sign up for G.M.'s products and unwittingly be enrolled in G.M.'s Driving Data collection scheme."



The company's data collection disclosures were buried in a 50-page document that said the gathered information would be used for purposes like improving G.M. cars' safety and maintenance. Customers who refused to enroll were shown messages warning them that some of their vehicles' safety features would be deactivated.



The lawsuit, filed in a state district court in Montgomery County, accuses G.M. of violating the Texas Deceptive Trade Practices Act and seeks a court order instructing the automaker to destroy all of the driving data it has collected. The state is also seeking restitution for affected customers, including 1.8 million Texans.



Two Democratic senators -- Ron Wyden of Oregon and Edward J. Markey of Massachusetts -- 
sent a letter
 last month to Lina Khan, the chairwoman of the Federal Trade Commission, urging her agency to investigate how the auto industry collects and shares customers' data.
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Makers of Snickers and Pringles to Merge in $36 Billion Food Deal



Mars is acquiring Kellanova in one of the largest deals in the industry in years, creating a new global giant with a stable of well-known brands.




Mars, which is privately owned, has tried to broaden beyond sweets. 




By Lauren Hirsch and Julie Creswell


Aug 14, 2024


Mars, the company behind M&M's and Snickers, has agreed to acquire Kellanova, the snack food business spun off by Kellogg's last year, in a multibillion-dollar deal that will create a new global food giant.



The acquisition, one of the largest food deals in years, was 
announced on Wednesday
. The all-cash deal values Kellanova at $35.9 billion, including debt, a hefty premium to the company's market value before news of the deal first began to leak.



Kellanova owns a large menu of brands including Cheez-It, Pringles and Eggo.



Mars, which is privately owned and best known for its chocolate candies, has tried to broaden beyond sweets. In 2020, it 
bought
 Kind North America, the company that makes Kind Bars. Mars has also invested heavily in its sizable pet business, which includes the pet food brand Iams, as well as animal clinics and hospitals.



Acquiring Kellanova would allow Mars to offer an array of both salty and sweet food. It would echo a strategy that Hershey employed, with its acquisition of the parent company of SkinnyPop and Dot's Pretzels.



"In welcoming Kellanova's portfolio of growing global brands, we have a substantial opportunity for Mars to further develop a sustainable snacking business that is fit for the future," Poul Weihrauch, the chief executive of Mars, said in a statement.



The deal comes at a tenuous time for food and beverage manufacturers. For more than two years, Big Food has steadily increased prices on products, partly to cover higher commodity and labor costs but also to expand their profit margins. Now, some consumers are pushing back, either buying less or trading down to generic brands. The result for many food companies has been slower revenue growth and fewer items sold.



Executives at Kellanova noted this month that consumers who earned $100,000 or less in income and had children were proving to be especially price sensitive when shopping at the grocery store. Kellanova has increased its promotions in hopes of luring the shoppers back.



"Consumers are getting more used to these prices," Steve Cahillane, the chief executive of Kellanova, said to analysts and investors on an earnings call. "It doesn't mean they're not still under pressure and that we have to, you know, make sure to some of the earlier conversations, we're hitting the right price points, the right pack sizes, you know, the right promotions at the right time of the month."



Those promotions are, so far, supporting volume growth in key markets. In the quarter ending late June, the company reported a 4 percent increase in organic net sales -- excluding currency and the divestiture of its business in Russia -- with volumes growing 2 percent in North America, which makes up roughly half of its business.



Kellanova was created by the food giant Kellogg's, which spun off its North American cereal business, now known as WK Kellogg Co., from its snack business, rebranded as Kellanova, last year.



Kellanova, which says it operates in 180 markets, generated more than $13 billion in revenue last year. It employs roughly 23,000 people. Mars, with more than 150,000 employees, recorded about $50 billion in sales last year.



The deal is expected to close in the first half of next year, the companies said. The acquisition could attract the attention of regulators, who have taken a tough approach to corporate consolidation under the Biden administration. Analysts from Jefferies said in a report on Wednesday that they found an overlap in only 18 country-product combinations, out of hundreds of possibilities, "likely limiting any roadblocks to the deal," they said.



Deal-makers have been 
scrambling
 to better understand what antitrust policy might look like after November's presidential election, under either Vice President Kamala Harris or former President Donald J. Trump.



Shares of Kellanova rose, but hovered a bit short of the $83.50 price per share offered by Mars, implying some uncertainty about the deal getting done.
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Coming to 'iPhone City': An Electric Car Factory From Foxconn



The Taiwanese company has built a manufacturing hub in Zhengzhou, China, for its star customer Apple, but it is starting almost from scratch in the auto business.




Electric vehicles made as part of Foxconn's joint venture with the Taiwanese car maker Yulon Motor on display in Taipei, Taiwan, last year.




By Meaghan Tobin and John Liu


Aug 14, 2024


The core of Foxconn's business is in Zhengzhou, the capital of Henan province in central China, known as "iPhone City." That's where a network of suppliers, infrastructure and factories, and sometimes as many as 250,000 Foxconn employees, manufacture most of the world's iPhones for Apple.



Now Foxconn, a Taiwanese electronics giant, is 
planning
 to build a new, 700-acre campus in Zhengzhou to make electric cars.



The question is, who will be the customers?



In February, Apple canceled its long standing project to develop electric cars 
after plowing more than $10 billion
 into it. Many of its rivals in China have charged ahead.



For Foxconn, the investment in Zhengzhou is part of a broader push to reduce its dependence on Apple. Sales of iPhones in China have 
slumped
, and Apple and other American device makers have 
shifted some manufacturing
 to other countries.



Foxconn plans to make cars designed and sold by other companies, the way it has made iPhones for Apple. So far it has won orders from Luxgen, a subsidiary of a Taiwanese automaker it has partnered with to make a limited number of buses and cars.



"They need a breakthrough, which means finding a major customer," said Kirk Yang, the chairman of private equity firm Kirkland Capital.




Zhengzhou is known as "iPhone City."




Foxconn has set out to become a major player in a crowded field.



Over 130 companies sold electric vehicles in China last year, said Stephen Dyer, head of Asia Automotive at AlixPartners. The firm expects fewer than 20 of them will be profitable by the end of the decade.



The United States and the European Union have set steep 
tariffs
 to keep Chinese electric cars out. The intense competition has sparked a price war that has pushed even Tesla, the American company that is a leading manufacturer and seller of E.V.s in China, to discount.



And in China, the line between smartphone makers and car companies has increasingly blurred. Huawei and Xiaomi, two of the companies that have eclipsed Apple among the country's best selling smartphone brands, already sell electric cars. Days after Foxconn announced its investment in the Zhengzhou electric vehicle facility, Xiaomi broke ground on its second.



Foxconn executives say that the factors that enabled the company to make iPhones faster and at a lower cost than its competitors will translate to success in the auto industry.



That includes the manufacturing power and government support the company has built up in Zhengzhou. Perks like roads, power plants and tax breaks 
played a central role
 in Foxconn's success as an Apple supplier. When a Covid-19 outbreak threatened output ahead of the 2022 holiday shopping season, 
local officials pitched in
 to keep the iPhones moving off the factory floor.




Inside a Foxconn factory in Zhengzhou in 2021.




But analysts question whether manufacturing power will be enough to help Foxconn stand out in China's crowded market.



"What's leading Chinese E.V. players to win in the market is not necessarily manufacturing, it's more about the software and technology that they are offering to consumers," said Mr. Dyer, who was previously an executive at Ford Motor in Shanghai.



And when it comes to cars, reliability and safety matter to customers as much as low prices. "If a consumer electronic device crashes, it crashes," said Mr. Yang. "But a car malfunction can be fatal."



Foxconn has invested hundreds of millions of dollars in E.V.-related manufacturing in Southeast Asia. It plans to make batteries and car parts in Thailand and Vietnam and microchips for cars in Malaysia. It has plans to be involved in a multibillion-dollar battery project in Indonesia, along with a number of other companies including a state-owned coal firm. The company is also in negotiations with two Japanese carmakers to make their vehicles.



At an old General Motors plant in Ohio that it bought from 
Lordstown Motors
, which filed for bankruptcy last year, Foxconn makes a small number of electric buses.




An open air mall surrounded by dorm buildings for Foxconn workers in Zhengzhou.




At home in Taiwan in 2021, Foxconn set up a joint venture with the Taiwanese carmaker Yulon Motor to make luxury sedans, sport utility vehicles and buses under the name Foxtron. On Wednesday, Foxconn said it had delivered 5,400 cars for Yulon this year.



Foxconn's limited output to date is nowhere the scale it would take to compete with China's top electric car makers.



"You can hand build those at that volume," said Tu Le, a managing director of the consultancy Sino Auto Insights.
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Farah Stockman



Harris Should Take Divisions Over Gaza Seriously




Roughly 15,000 people turned out to a Harris-Walz rally at an airport hangar in Detroit.




By Farah Stockman


Aug 12, 2024


For weeks, the signs did not look good for Kamala Harris in Michigan. Literally. A digital billboard on the side of a barn, which I saw while driving to Grayling, read, "Willie Brown Endorses Kamala," a farmer's snarky reminder of a chapter of Ms. Harris's life -- when she 
briefly dated the speaker of the California Assembly
 -- that I'm pretty sure she'd prefer voters forget.



Even in Detroit, usually friendly territory for Democrats, I bumped into haters. The leader of a well-to-do neighborhood association told me that the way Ms. Harris got nominated resembled "entrapment." And, at a street fair, I chatted with Tamika Daniels, an activist who was working to register formerly incarcerated people to vote. Ms. Daniels expressed skepticism about Ms. Harris because the vice president had once been a prosecutor.



There was no sign of such skepticism at the Harris rally near the Detroit airport last Wednesday, where 
roughly 15,000
 excited people waited hours to see her. The crowd included recovering Republicans who had never been to a political rally before, United Autoworkers members in matching red shirts and Black sorority sisters dressed head to manicured toe in pink and green. Some of them mentioned experiencing the same magic they'd felt during Barack Obama's 2008 presidential run, as they pondered the possibility of breaking another barrier -- this time, the first female president. "I missed out on Obama," Sheila Sigro, who runs the Wayne County beauty pageant, told me. "I didn't want to miss out on history again."



Those comparisons are both inspiring and worrying. Inspiring because it does matter that such barriers are broken, and worrying because it can tempt Democrats to focus on style and symbolism over substance. This risk is most evident, and most significant, on the issue of Gaza. There is perhaps no issue that divides the Democratic Party more than the U.S. government's support for Israel's retaliation following the brutal attack by Hamas on Oct. 7. If the Harris campaign is unable to address this thorny issue in a way that feels like substance, then Democrats may not get the unity they'll need to win in November.



Nowhere is this question more salient than Michigan, a must win-state and home to one of the largest Arab American communities in the country. Arab Americans 
turned away from
 the Democratic Party in large numbers, outraged that President Biden was spending their tax dollars to buy bombs that were killing their loved ones. To turn this outrage into political power, two Detroit-based Democratic organizers, Abbas Alawieh and Layla Elabed, 
co-founded a movement
 in Michigan to convince people to vote "uncommitted" in the Democratic primaries as a way to show their displeasure with President Biden and demonstrate their electoral strength. It quickly grew into a national effort.




Layla Elabed co-founded a movement in Michigan to convince people to vote "uncommitted" in the Democratic primaries as a way to show their displeasure with American policies in Gaza under President Biden.




More than 100,000 Michigan voters
 cast "uncommitted" ballots -- not enough to change the outcome of the primary, since Mr. Biden had virtually no competition -- but enough that the party could not afford to ignore them. Mr. Alawieh says 
30 members
 of the 
Uncommitted
 National Movement, including himself, earned delegate spots at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago next week. The group is pushing for the D.N.C. to allow Dr. Tanya Haj-Hassan, a doctor who recently spent two weeks in Gaza, to address the convention, which seems like the least the party can do to show they take the suffering of Palestinians seriously. In Michigan, a state that Donald Trump won by 
a little more than 10,000 votes
 in 2016, these voters could be crucial. One of the biggest questions of this election is whether Ms. Harris can win any of them back.



For some, there's probably nothing she could do to earn forgiveness. 
Floyd Merwan Beydoun
, a U.A.W. member, got his hopes up briefly after Ms. Harris began her presidential campaign, when he saw a clip of Ms. Harris saying that too many lives have been lost in Gaza. But then he saw her repeating the old mantra about Israel's right to defend itself after Israel killed a Hezbollah commander in Lebanon, and Mr. Beydoun was done. He says he's voting for Jill Stein, the Green Party candidate. "I know she doesn't have a chance," he told me. But he's voting for her anyway because she "believes in peace."



The founders of the uncommitted movement say they want to help Ms. Harris get elected. But unless she gives them a significant policy win, they will not be able to justify their support, nor will they be able to mobilize their communities to vote.



"I want to be right there with my fellow Democrats, oozing enthusiasm about Tim Walz and what's the latest with the campaign," Mr. Alawieh told me. But as he gets campaign updates, he says he is "simultaneously getting updates from my family members in Southern Lebanon who are checking in on each other because of the last bomb that dropped."



Calling for a cease-fire, which Ms. Harris 
has done
, is not enough.



"We've seen a huge shift in language -- when she talks about Palestinian right to self-determination," Ms. Elabed told me. "But Palestinian children can't eat words. Words are not going to make their limbs grow back." She wants Ms. Harris to commit to an arms embargo that might actually force Israel to moderate its behavior.



That demand is a tall order, since pro-Israel groups are also a major force in Democratic politics. Calling for an arms embargo would spark outrage and dramatically change longstanding American policy toward Israel.



Ms. Harris has said she 
does not support an arms embargo
, but Mr. Alawieh hasn't given up. He used to serve as chief of staff for Representative Cori Bush of Missouri -- an unapologetic supporter of Palestinian rights -- and before that, he was legislative director for Representative Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, the first Palestinian American to serve in Congress, who is also Ms. Elabed's sister. During those years, he said, he worked with Ms. Harris's staff in the Senate. "I know that she has relationships with Arab Americans and Muslim Americans and Palestinian Americans," he told me.



But this request comes at a time when the American Israel Public Affairs Committee is targeting some of the most outspoken defenders of Palestinian rights. Ms. Bush, Mr. Alawieh's old boss, lost her primary race on Tuesday to a challenger who got a boost from an 
AIPAC-supported
 super political action committee that spent more than 
$8 million on the race
.



Earlier this year, at the height of the campus protests about Gaza, meeting or at least acknowledging protesters' demands wasn't just the right thing to do, it also appeared to be the politically savvy thing for Democrats to do. That notion is looking shakier now, as two members of Congress who supported Gaza protesters, Ms. Bush and Jamaal Bowman of New York, lost primary challenges.



Some Democrats, in the name of unity, wish that the Gaza protesters would simply shut up. Nonetheless, protesters continue to heckle the Harris campaign, fueled by the righteous fury that bubbles up after each new 
report of tortured prisoners
, 
buried babies
, and 
soldiers celebrating the destruction of homes in Gaza
. Ms. Harris managed to quickly dismiss them when they interrupted her rally speech in Detroit, but she will not be able to so easily dismiss the 
shocking reality
 against which they are protesting. Failing to adequately address protesters' valid outrage could cause Democrats' newfound party unity to quickly unravel.



How can Democrats speak of the importance of freedom -- as Ms. Harris does so eloquently -- while turning a blind eye to the imprisonment of Palestinian civilians in a strip of land that has become a 
living hell
?



How can Democrats insist that "America is not for sale" to billionaires -- as speakers did at that rally -- and not be disturbed by the role that money played in knocking Ms. Bush out of a congressional seat?



How can the party uphold equality as a treasured value while defending a system that renders Palestinians as a permanent underclass? These questions must be wrestled with at the convention, and until a more humane answer is found.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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Guest Essay



Too Much of Our Seafood Has a Dark Secret








By Paul Greenberg and Carl Safina


Aug 11, 2024


This essay is part of What to Eat on a Burning Planet, a series exploring bold ideas to secure our food supply. Read more about this project in a 
note
 from Eliza Barclay, Opinion's climate editor.



Not that long ago, if you saw a piece of fish on your plate, you wouldn't have thought to ask where it came from or whether it was sustainable.



That began to change in the 1990s as conservation groups fought to protect all kinds of life in the ocean from overfishing. After persuading Congress to create and enforce strict plans to bring back species, they set in motion a 
virtuous cycle
 that made seafood, from the mighty swordfish to the humble 
sea scallop
, abundant again. New rules for other species have had similarly positive effects. Sea turtles that once drowned in shrimp nets can now escape. Fewer diving 
seabirds
 are getting caught on fishing lines. 
And limits on fishing
 smaller species such as 
menhaden
 means that whales off our coasts have more to eat and today can be seen cavorting within sight of the Statue of Liberty. What's more, American commercial and recreational fisheries generated 35 percent more sales 
in 202
2 than in 
2018
.



But walk into your local supermarket, and you may still be buying snapper blasted from their reefs by 
Indonesian fishermen using dynamite
 or 
illegally caught
 yellowfin tuna and squid. U.S. fisheries may be much improved, but up to 80 percent of the fish and shellfish on American plates are 
imported
. Much of it comes via obscure international seafood conglomerates that purchase fish from companies that have been accused of fishing illegally and profiting from forced labor, as the nonprofit 
Outlaw Ocean Project
 has documented.



We in wealthy nations unwittingly support these abuses by using the world's supply of fish as if it were a limitless line of credit. But this credit is running out. The global catch of fish and other wildlife in the ocean peaked in the 1990s and has since drifted steadily 
downward.
 Soon, not even forced labor may be able to squeeze profit out of the remaining wild fish.



Expanding fish farming, or aquaculture, was once thought to be a potential solution to this problem, but it has also not, as hoped, given wild fish the break they need. Salmon and shrimp, Americans' 
favorite
 farmed seafoods, are still fed 
wild
 fish caught in poorly regulated 
foreign waters
. Highly nutritious fish, such as 
anchovies
 and sardines, that make up anywhere from 20 to 30 percent of the global catch are fed to salmon and shrimp -- a staggering waste of protein.



Clearly, both wild and farmed seafood have a long way to go before they are actually sustainable.



So what do we need to put truly safe, resilient and ethically procured fish and shellfish on everybody's plates? Consumers can make better choices, but to move past depletion and abuse, governments need to implement new fishery management laws, accompanied by rigorous enforcement.



The path to an ocean governed by the rule of law begins with more eyes on the fishing industry. Organizations such as 
Global Fishing Watch
 and its partners have already started shining light on fishing vessels that once operated undetected in foreign jurisdictions and on the high seas. That light needs to shine brighter around the globe.



Governments need to stop subsidizing overfishing. Many state fishery agencies underwrite fuel and shipbuilding, which has resulted in vessels that can travel farther and fish longer. China alone spends billions on these efforts.



The habitats in which wild fish thrive also need governments to defend them. Only about 
7 percent
 of the world's oceans enjoy some sort of official protection. The United Nations wants to change this with its "
30 by 30
" initiative to set aside 30 percent of the ocean (and land) by the year 2030. Far too often, these protected zones are merely delineated on a map, devoid of meaningful enforcement. A sustainable seafood supply will require resources to shield fish from exploitation where they breed and grow.



International cooperation is needed to mandate fair wages and safe working conditions and to prosecute companies that benefit from kidnapping and forced labor in their supply chains. Regulatory agencies in the United States and abroad need better access to supply-chain data, labor contracts and environmental infractions so that large retailers, including 
Sysco
 and 
Walmart
, can assure customers they're not buying fish caught illegally or brought to market with forced labor.



We can also bring more value to those who practice clean, selective fishing, such as swordfish harpooning and Alaska salmon netting, with labeling that distinguishes their products from fish produced using more damaging methods.



And lastly, we must change how we feed farmed animals in the growing aquaculture industry. Many 
alternatives
 to grinding up anchovies, herring and menhaden for fish feed already exist -- from algae to soldier fly larvae. These feeds should be scaled up and put to wide use.



And what you choose to buy and eat still matters. If you're planning a meal with seafood, we have a few suggestions.



First, because the United States has become a world leader in ocean protection, fish recovery and enforcement, choose U.S. caught seafood when possible.



Next, choose farmed clams, oysters and mussels when you can. They feed by filtering the water. Because they don't consume other fish, none should be killed to bring them to market.



Third, go small. Bigger fish have been hit especially hard by industrial fishing. And those large fish often accumulate toxins, including methylmercury. Animals lower on the food chain, such as anchovies, reproduce and rebuild their numbers in the face of fishing pressure more quickly. As an added benefit, they also tend to have lower levels of pollutants.



If the fish in front of you was caught in U.S. waters and can fit whole on your plate, it's about the best meal from the sea you can get. And if nothing truly good from the sea is on offer, it might be better to cook something else for dinner.



Paul Greenberg
 teaches in New York University's Animal Studies Program and is the author of three books on seafood including the James Beard Award-winning "Four Fish: The Future of the Last Wild Food." 
Carl Safina
 holds the Endowed Research Chair for Nature and Humanity at Stony Brook University and is author of "Song for the Blue Ocean: Encounters Along the World's Coasts and Beneath the Seas" and 12 other books.
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Charles M. Blow



Another 'Nasty' Woman Strikes Fear in Trump








By Charles M. Blow


Aug 15, 2024


Misogyny has been central to Donald Trump's identity, rise and political movement, but it is now central to his distemper, as Kamala Harris's remarkable campaign rollout has frustrated and unnerved him.



Part of his brand has been that even churlishness is better than anything that even hints at girlishness.



Trump 
praises
 
autocrats
 (male autocrats, that is), calling them "strong," "smart" and "savvy" -- he even once described Kim Jong-un as "
honorable
." Surely, visions of unrestrained power dance in his head.



But when Trump talks about women who in any way challenge his power, his rhetoric drips with sexism. In recent days, he has 
referred to Harris
 as "incompetent," "nasty" and "not smart." Behind closed doors, he has 
reportedly
 referred to her, repeatedly, using the B-word.



Is there a nexus? Writing in 2022 for Foreign Affairs, the Harvard Kennedy School scholars Erica Chenoweth and Zoe Marks 
explained
 that the 21st century "is demonstrating that misogyny and authoritarianism are not just common comorbidities but mutually reinforcing ills."



Authoritarian tendencies and misogyny rise together, illustrated, in Trump's case, not only by the things he says to and about women, but also in the way his worldview seems to inform some of his policy positions. He was hoping, in part, to ride gender inequality -- his efforts at dismantling reproductive rights and his 
co-signing
 of anti-trans hysteria -- to a second term.



The distillation of Trump's patriarchal bent is his implicit message that the status of men, particularly white men, is under attack by the undermining of his version of traditional norms of masculinity and the rising stature of assertive women and minorities.



This is one of the main reasons Harris has disconcerted him: Her campaign -- that of a confident, upbeat woman of color -- is more or less the antithesis of his.



So Trump has fumed about Joe Biden being a sort of stalking horse for Harris, forcing Trump to spend months, for naught, campaigning against the president rather than the vice president. So far, he has come across as rigid and ornery, seemingly unable to contain his fury that a woman -- this woman -- is threatening a victory that he felt was ensured.



In a way, Trump has been reaching into an old playbook to attack Harris, using sexist tropes that he has used before against female rivals and critics, tropes that were, sadly, more effective in 2016 against Hillary Clinton but now feel shopworn and make him look more pathetic than potent.



On Monday, during a rambling conversation with Elon Musk broadcast on X, Trump called Harris's replacement of Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket a "
scam
" and a "coup." It was reminiscent of all the times that Trump suggested, 
or said outright
, that Clinton had stolen the Democratic nomination from Bernie Sanders.



Put together, it's hard not to come away with the conclusion that in Trump's mind, the only way that these women could have emerged as their party's standard-bearers, and as his rivals, was as a result of some sort of skulduggery.



And he almost never misses a chance to unleash one of his sexist asides, even when talking about policy. During their third debate, Clinton 
discussed
 how and why she planned to raise taxes on wealthier Americans like her and Trump, punctuating her explanation with: "Assuming he can't figure out how to get out of it."



His retort was really no surprise: "Such a nasty woman."



As my newsroom colleague Claire Cain Miller 
wrote
 at the time, "Insults of powerful women by men perform a particular role, researchers say: cutting them down to size, and playing into discomfort with women in power."



Ever since Harris became Democrats' presumptive nominee, Trump has consistently strayed from the issues that people care about most to take personal, often superficial swipes meant to denigrate her but that only illustrate his insecurity.



Toward the end of his discussion with Musk, Trump complained that Harris was "getting a free ride," citing her recent Time magazine 
cover portrait
, which he seemed to suggest was too flattering. "She looks like the most beautiful actress ever to live," he said. This coming from a man who, a few years ago, was 
revealed
 to have displayed a fake Time cover with his face on it.



All this points to the fragility of Trump's masculine pose.



It also exposes his fear: A woman of color, twice disadvantaged in the white-male-dominated patriarchy, is threatening the position of a man who has become the totem of that patriarchy.
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letters



Readers' Pleas to The Times: Don't End the New York Endorsements


Aug 14, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Times to Stop Endorsing Candidates in New York
" (Business, Aug. 13):



As a New Yorker who for many years was a reporter for The New York Times, I am appalled that the Times editorial board is abandoning the civic responsibility of endorsing candidates in New York races, a responsibility that it had shouldered since 1897.



Now more than ever in an era of A.I.-enhanced misinformation, the city and the state need both the kind of in-depth local news reporting that informs citizens and the reasoned endorsements, based on fact, of The Times as an institution -- regardless of whether readers agree with its editorial opinion.



Given the decline in local coverage generally, this decision by The Times may seem inevitable. But it feels like an affront -- as if The Times considers itself too big and global to bother with an opinion about who should be the mayor or the governor of New York. Not a good look for a New York-based news organization.



Nina Bernstein
New York



To the Editor:



The New York Times editorial board's decision to stop making endorsements in New York elections marks the end of a crucial tradition that educated voters and enhanced candidate quality and accountability.



The Times endorsements were a vital resource for New Yorkers, providing comprehensive, thoughtful assessments of candidates' platforms so voters could make an informed choice at the ballot box.



The Times's stamp of approval was often a true turning point in local elections, something almost no other newspaper endorsement in the country can still do. But for those running for office, the benefit wasn't just in the endorsement itself -- it was also in participating in the process preceding it.



Candidates seeking the endorsement knew they would face a thorough examination of their stances on the most pressing issues. Preparing for your interview meant applying that same scrutiny to yourself, encouraging you to sharpen your positions and meaningfully speak to and address voter concerns.



Regardless of whether or not you got the endorsement, the process made you a better candidate. And it always served voters by promoting a deeper discussion of policy and giving them a substantive understanding of where everyone in the race stood.



There's tremendous value in having a trusted and rigorous venue for clarifying the stakes of our elections. In the absence of the Times endorsement process, we'll have to think seriously about how we can achieve the same effect elsewhere.



Scott Stringer
New York
The writer is a former New York City comptroller and Manhattan borough president.



To the Editor:



I was heartbroken to read that The Times will no longer endorse candidates in New York races.



Money is now the golden prerequisite to campaign for office. Without local reporting and editorials, voters choose their representatives based chiefly on what is paid to appear in their mailbox or on their television.



The New York Times editorial board's endorsement was one of the very few independent voices. When The Times endorsed a state legislative candidate, voters would give them a second look. Long-shot reformers could become front-runners overnight.



I sincerely hope the Times editorial board reverses its decision. For now, though, the conscience of New York has spoken its final words on local races.



Harry Brussel
Mamaroneck, N.Y.
The writer has worked on the campaign staff in several local and state races.



Trump-Speak








To the Editor:



Re "
Trump, by the Numbers
," by Maureen Dowd (column, Aug. 11):



Speaking of numbers, how about a tally of how often Donald Trump says, "We've never seen anything like this before"? He must really like the sound of it because for years he's been attaching these words to all manner of issues.



No one is fooled by the "we" part, since his typical complaints always fail the fact check.



Putting that key hurdle aside, choosing to repeat a phrase commonly used by carnival barkers, snake oil salesmen and ordinary street hawkers is like a broken record that any serious person would be ashamed to play even once.



Barbara Holzer
Washington



The Human Touch in Restaurants








To the Editor:



Re "
Some Reservations About Restaurants
" (Critic's Notebook, Aug. 7), Pete Wells's final column as restaurant critic for The Times:



Mr. Wells observes that restaurants are increasingly rife with the unintended consequences of promoting efficiency with technology such as touch screens and reservation apps. As we lose additional sources of human touch, we pay a mighty toll.



Mr. Wells explains his departure as primarily related to personal physical health concerns. Balanced diets require generous servings of human connection.



A significant body of science demonstrates the profound health impacts of social connection, even casual ones. People whom we regularly encounter in our favorite eateries create precious shared moments, which cumulatively protect both mental and physical health.



Studies show dramatic increases in loneliness and social isolation. The surgeon general's 2023 advisory 
"Our Epidemic of Isolation and Loneliness"
 says they "can increase the risk for premature death as much as smoking up to 15 cigarettes a day." Loneliness is the unsavory dish no one ordered.



While no single cause nor simple fix is possible, Mr. Wells discloses potential new sources of deprivation. He inspires us to celebrate not just food, but also social connection, both vital to the richest experience of being human.



I thank him and wish him abundant good health, flavored by essential human seasoning, as he enjoys many next courses.



Ronnie S. Stangler
New York
The writer, a psychiatrist, is a clinical professor emerita at the University of Washington's Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.



Are Bans on Student Phones Effective?




Students caught violating a phone ban at Timber Creek High School in Orlando, Fla., must place their devices in a specialized cellphone safe.




To the Editor:



Re "
Why Schools Are Pushing Laws to Ban Smartphones
" (Business, Aug. 14):



I am a social psychologist at N.Y.U. who studies the impact of social media on polarization and well-being. While schools nationwide are racing to ban smartphones, I know from 
my work
 studying this topic that there is still limited empirical evidence of the effectiveness of these bans.



School districts should work with researchers to run randomized controlled trials on the impact of these bans on outcomes such as well-being, bullying and academic performance -- instead of simply relying on anecdotal or correlational evidence.



Rather than implementing these bans across the board, school districts could randomly assign half of the schools to adopt the bans early, allowing for a comparison of outcomes between schools with and without bans.



It may seem like common sense that banning smartphones will lead to uniformly positive effects, but what we know from a wealth of psychology research is that common sense and intuition are often misleading. Policymaking should be evidence-based, and the current enthusiasm for smartphone bans presents an excellent opportunity to generate rigorous evidence for the impact of these policies.



Steve Rathje
New York




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/opinion/new-york-times-endorsements.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      International

      
        New Zealand Charity Accidentally Gives Away Meth Disguised as Candy
        Police were racing to recover the fake sweets, each of which contained up to 300 doses of methamphetamine. Three people sought medical attention.

      

      
        He Fled to the U.K. for Safety. Then an Anti-Immigrant Mob Attacked.
        Abdulmoiz, an asylum seeker from Sudan, feared for his life when far-right rioters tried to set fire to the hotel where he was housed. The violence has eased, but he is still afraid.

      

      
        Ukraine's Surprise Attack Forces Russia to Divert Forces in Response
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New Zealand Charity Accidentally Gives Away Meth Disguised as Candy



Police were racing to recover the fake sweets, each of which contained up to 300 doses of methamphetamine. Three people sought medical attention.




Fake sweets recovered in Auckland, New Zealand, on Tuesday turned out to be chunks of methamphetamine.




By Yan Zhuang


Aug 14, 2024


The police in New Zealand were trying on Wednesday to recover chunks of methamphetamine that a local charity accidentally gave out because they were disguised as candy.



The fake candy distributed by the charity, Auckland City Mission, looked like individually wrapped, pineapple flavored boiled sweets from the Malaysian confectionary brand Rinda. They had been donated by a member of the public, according to Helen Robinson, the charity's chief executive.



They were actually small blocks of methamphetamine. Each weighed about three grams (0.1 ounce) and packed up to 300 doses of the drug, according to Ben Birks Ang, the deputy executive director of the New Zealand Drug Foundation, which 
examined the methamphetamine
. That is a potentially lethal quantity.



Three people -- a worker at the charity, a child and a teenager -- sought medical attention after tasting the candy but were all discharged, the Auckland City District Police said.



At least eight families reported tasting the fake candies, Ms. Robinson said. Luckily, they tasted so bad that those who ate them immediately spat them out, minimizing the effects, she said. But because of their high dosage, even a small touch or lick could be dangerous.



Symptoms of eating the fake sweets could include chest pains, seizures, hyperthermia, delirium and loss of consciousness, according to the New Zealand Drug Foundation.



The Auckland police said that it was attempting to recover all the "candy" and had launched an investigation into the origins of the drugs. By Wednesday afternoon, officers had recovered 16 pieces, Detective Inspector Glenn Baldwin said at a news conference.



He added that it was unclear how many had been accidentally distributed. It could have been one packet containing 20 to 30 individually wrapped pieces, or two or three packets.



"The public can be assured we are treating this matter extremely seriously," Inspector Baldwin said.



Auckland City Mission did not say where the drugs were distributed or give any details about the people who may have received them. The charity in Auckland, New Zealand's largest city, provides food and housing for people living in poverty. It says that it gives out about 50,000 food baskets per year.



The candy appeared to have been donated sometime in the past six weeks, Ms. Robinson said. The charity only accepts commercially produced products, and the "candy" appeared to be just that because it was sealed and Rinda was a "relatively well known brand," she said.



In a statement, Rinda Food Industries said that it was cooperating with the New Zealand authorities.



Staff at Auckland City Mission were first alerted to the problem on Tuesday, when someone who had received one of the charity's food parcels called to complain of a "funny tasting" candy, Ms. Robinson said at a news conference. Believing them to be ordinary candy, staff members tasted some of the leftover candies, only to immediately spit them out.



The "acrid and revolting" taste, in addition to the "strange effect" the candies had on the staff members, raised alarm bells, Ms. Robinson said. So the staff took them to a drug testing clinic.



The police believed that the drugs came from overseas, Mr. Baldwin said, adding that smuggling illegal drugs into New Zealand by hiding it in food packaging was a common tactic.



He said it was unclear whether the drugs had ended up at the charity accidentally or intentionally. But given their high street value, he said, "this would be an expensive exercise to harm people."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/world/asia/meth-candy-new-zealand.html
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He Fled to the U.K. for Safety. Then an Anti-Immigrant Mob Attacked.



Abdulmoiz, an asylum seeker from Sudan, feared for his life when far-right rioters tried to set fire to the hotel where he was housed. The violence has eased, but he is still afraid.




The police faced off with crowds during an anti-immigration riot this month at a Holiday Inn Express near the town of Rotherham, England.




By Amelia Nierenberg


Aug 14, 2024


The mob was growing, encircling the hotel near the northern English town of Rotherham where asylum seekers were living.



Abdulmoiz, an asylum seeker in his 20s from Sudan, said he watched from an upstairs window with other men trapped inside. All they could do was pray and wait, he said, as the men outside 
began attacking
 the building, throwing objects, breaking windows and chanting, "
Get them out
." Some of the attackers tried to set fire to the building.



"People were in a panic," said Abdulmoiz, who asked to be identified only by his first name to avoid jeopardizing his asylum claim, and who spoke just days after the attack through an interpreter. "If the people outside didn't kill us," he feared, "the smoke would."



The assault two weekends ago came on one of the last big days of riots fueled by 
far-right agitators
 and an 
online disinformation campaign
 after 
a deadly knife attack
 on a children's dance class in northwestern England. Much of the disinformation after that attack falsely claimed that the suspect -- a teenager born in Britain -- 
was an asylum seeker or that he had come to England illegally
.




A memorial for the victims of a knife attack at a children's dance class in Southport, England, last week. Much of the disinformation after that attack falsely claimed that the suspect was an asylum seeker or that he had come to England illegally.




The police eventually managed to push back the Rotherham rioters, but the residents, including Abdulmoiz, were still terrified. He has since moved to another hotel, in Birmingham, but he said the fear has barely abated.



The riots that shook Britain over more than a week have quieted, at least for now. The government has been working to charge and sentence rioters quickly, providing a clear warning to anyone who wanted to continue the violence that left dozens of police officers injured. Mosques, charities, lawyers that help asylum seekers, public buildings and businesses have been on high alert since the riots.



As of Monday, nearly 1,000 people had been arrested and nearly 550 had been charged, according to the National Police Chiefs' Council. But the riots left a bitter aftertaste not just for asylum seekers, but also for others who felt they were once again the targets of abuse in a country where immigration has become a flashpoint.



Refugees and community organizers said those groups included immigrants and asylum seekers, but also Muslims, people who speak with a foreign accent and people who are not white.




Worshipers attending Friday Prayer in Southport, England. The riots across Britain left behind a bitter aftertaste not just for asylum seekers, but also for others who felt they were the targets of abuse.




In Rotherham, in the days right after the hotel attack, wives were asking husbands to accompany them to the grocery store, according to some residents and community leaders. Some parents kept their children at home even on sunny days. And people said they were afraid to go to the mosque to pray, afraid to go to the town center to shop and even afraid to go to the park to play soccer.



"Everybody is scared," Yaqoob Adam, a refugee from Sudan, said late last week. "All the foreigners, all the refugees. And they haven't done anything."



Mr. Adam, who was born in Darfur, arrived in Britain in 2016 and has become a leader in the refugee community in Rotherham. An avid runner and athlete, he was 
celebrated in The Independent newspaper in 2018
 as an outstanding member of British society. He organizes a soccer team and volunteers with several charities. (He also acted as an interpreter for Abdulmoiz.)



The riots have taken a toll on the community. Last week, Mr. Adam canceled a soccer game. Some of his regular players had lived in the hotel, a Holiday Inn Express, and they -- along with other asylum seekers who had been staying there -- had been moved to other locations after the attack. Other players were just too upset by the riots, he said.



He understands their lingering fears. And he shares them. How, he asked, crying, could people try to burn someone alive?



"We never came here to hurt anybody," he said. "We came for a good life."




Yaqoob Adam, who fled Sudan and moved to England in 2016, organizes a soccer team in Rotherham.




There had been tensions in Rotherham before, he said, but nothing like this in recent years. On Wednesday night, he went to protect a nearby mosque, worried that it might be attacked during anti-immigrant protests planned that evening. 
They never materialized
. And now he feels that he may not know what his neighbors actually think of him.



"I fled war in my country -- genocide in my country -- to come to England," he said. But at least as of last week, he was too afraid to stay out past 10 p.m. "This is not freedom."



The violence near Rotherham was aggravated by festering racial tensions stemming from memories of 
widespread sexual abuse
 that took place in the area from 1997 to 2013, residents say. At least 1,400 children were abused, an independent 
report released in 2014
 said, while the authorities were accused of turning a blind eye to the problem. Most of the victims were white; the perpetrators were mostly of Pakistani heritage.



"The narrative was very much 'us and them,'" said Abrar Javid, of the Rotherham Muslim Community Forum. He said that the report's findings, and the far-right reaction, "radicalized a lot of the white communities." He added, "It poisoned a lot of minds in Rotherham."



For the asylum seekers at the Holiday Inn Express, their sense of marginalization was heightened by their isolation; the hotel was far from the center of Rotherham and far from mosques and halal shops, said Zaid Hussain, an imam at Masjid Uthman, a local mosque.




Extinguishing a fire at the hotel. People inside felt trapped and unable to defend themselves, witnesses said.




Activists who support immigration say housing asylum seekers at hotels can make them more vulnerable to attacks because the buildings are easily identifiable and relatively defenseless. At least one other hotel that had been used for years to house asylum seekers 
was attacked
 during the recent wave of violence, according to the BBC, and others 
have been the target
 of protests in the past.



"People living in these hotels are almost like sitting ducks," said Kama Petruczenko, a senior policy analyst at the Refugee Council, a British nongovernmental organization.



Phil Turner, 72, who works with an organization called Stand Up to Racism Rotherham, said he led a counterdemonstration the day of the assault on the Holiday Inn Express and was trying to hold back what he called a "pogrom-style" attack on Muslims and migrants. The counterdemonstrators linked arms, chanting, "Refugees are welcome here," but he said they were little match for the attackers.



"They were baying for blood," he said. "It was a murderous mob."



For Abdulmoiz, the violence felt frighteningly familiar. He said he had fled Sudan's 
spiraling civil war
 before he was forced to join the fighting, like his three older brothers.



His escape took him through Chad, Libya and Tunisia, he said, then across the sea to Italy. He had no life jacket and feared drowning. He said the racism in Italy was so strong, he left for France and eventually boarded an inflatable boat to England.




Damage remaining at the Holiday Inn Express. Muslims and immigrants in Rotherham, an economically depressed town and borough, are still on edge.




Now, a week into his new life in Birmingham, Abdulmoiz said he was happier than he had been in Rotherham. Speaking at a coffee shop near his new hotel -- this time in English with the occasional help of a translator app on his phone -- he said that he no longer had to board a bus to get to a mosque. There is one just a 10-minute walk away.



 And he likes that the city is diverse: There are more Sudanese, and other Africans, on the streets.



But he is still not sleeping well. What plagues him is the memory of the fire alarm that he said rang for hours as the riot raged at the hotel.



He can't make it stop, he said: "It's a sound I can't forget."



Rawan Sheikh Ahmad
 contributed research.
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Russia Moves Some Troops From Ukraine to Fight Incursion, Kyiv and U.S. Say



Ukraine hopes that such a move will relieve pressure on frontline units. But Moscow appears reluctant to withdraw troops from eastern Ukraine, where it has been steadily advancing.




A Ukrainian military vehicle passing a roadside crater minutes after a Russian strike near the border in Ukraine's Sumy region on Tuesday.




By Constant Meheut


Aug 14, 2024


Moscow has begun withdrawing some troops from Ukraine in an effort to repel 
Kyiv's offensive into western Russia
, according to United States and Ukrainian officials, but it remains unclear what impact, if any, that might have on the overall battlefield.



Dmytro Lykhovii, a spokesman for the Ukrainian Army, 
told the Ukrainian news media
 on Tuesday that 
Russia had moved some units
 from the southern Ukrainian regions of Zaporizhzhia and Dnipro to other areas of the fighting. That included the Kursk region of western Russia, where the incursion has taken place, he said.



A United States official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive security matters, 
said that Russia had pulled out small numbers of troops from Ukraine
, but he did not specify their location or the number of soldiers involved.



Analysts say that 
one of the goals of the Ukrainian offensive
 is to draw Russian forces away from the front lines in Ukraine to relieve Ukrainian troops struggling to push back relentless Russian attacks. But it is too early to say whether the latest Russian troop movements will allow that to happen, they say.




Russian medics at a field hospital at an undisclosed location in the Kursk region on Sunday. 




In particular, there is little sign that Moscow has redeployed troops from eastern Ukraine, where Russia has been steadily advancing in recent months. Instead, the Russian Army appears to have sent in reinforcements drawn mainly from less combat-ready units based in northern Russia and Ukraine, military experts say.



"The Russian strategy is to avoid drawing from units in the Donetsk direction as much as possible," said Serhii Kuzan, the chairman of the Ukrainian Security and Cooperation Center, an independent research group, referring to the region in eastern Ukraine that is on the front line. "The Russians are reluctant to do this, because it would jeopardize all the gains of their summer offensive campaign."



The 
Institute for the Study of War
, a Washington-based think tank, said that the Russian authorities "appear to be largely relying on Russian conscripts, and elements of some regular and irregular military units pulled from less critical sectors of the front line to address the ongoing Ukrainian incursion."



Lithuania's defense minister, Laurynas Kasciunas, said on Tuesday that Russia was moving troops from its 
Baltic enclave of Kaliningrad
 to Kursk. Mr. Kasciunas was 
visiting President Volodymyr Zelensky
 in Kyiv.



Ukrainian military officials said that Russian assaults in the Donetsk region had continued unabated over the past week, despite the new Ukrainian offensive. Russian troops have continued to slowly advance in or toward the frontline towns of Chasiv Yar, Niu York, Pokrovsk and Toretsk, they say.



Oleksandr Bordiian, a spokesman for the 32nd Separate Mechanize Brigade, which is fighting near Toretsk, 
told the Ukrainian news media
 on Tuesday that Ukraine's attacks in the Kursk region "have not yet had any impact on the density of assaults and shelling in our direction." A medic fighting in another brigade near Toretsk also said on Wednesday that there had been no changes on that section of the front.




A house was damaged by falling missile debris in Kursk; at least 15 people were injured.




Military analysts say that Kyiv will need to expand or hold onto its gains in western Russia long enough to compel Moscow to divert significant forces from the battlefield in Ukraine.



Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, Ukraine's top commander, 
told Mr. Zelensky
 on Wednesday that Ukrainian troops had advanced up to two kilometers, about 1.2 miles, in the Kursk region since the beginning of the day. He also said that more than 100 Russian soldiers had been captured during the day. His claims could not be independently verified.



After quick successes in the early days of the offensive, the Ukrainian advances in the Kursk region appear to have slowed, according to maps of the battlefield compiled by independent analysts. Ukrainian troops are now attacking to the north and south of the bulge they have carved out into Russian territory, but are facing more Russian resistance, the maps show.



Emil Kastehelmi, an analyst with the Finland-based Black Bird Group, which scrutinizes footage from the battlefield, said on Tuesday evening that an attack by Ukrainian troops on Giri, a village southeast of the initial Ukrainian assault and about eight miles from the Ukrainian border, had likely been repelled. "They suffered significant losses and likely had to retreat," Mr. Kastehelmi 
wrote on social media
.



The Ukrainian raids appear to have a strategy of probing and destabilizing Russian defenses. After several days of Ukrainian attacks on the Belgorod region, which borders the Kursk region, the regional governor, Vyacheslav Gladkov, declared a state of emergency on Wednesday.




Russians who evacuated from the border regions, including from Sudzha, waited for distribution of basic aid in Kursk on Tuesday. 




Whether Ukraine can continue to conduct these raids depends on the number of troops it can commit to the fight. Its forces are stretched thin, and Kyiv has already sent into the offensive experienced units that were pulled from the front lines in eastern Ukraine.



France's defense ministry
 said on Monday that Kyiv's forces "appear to have reduced the pace of their initial advance, but are consolidating their positions" in the territory they have already captured.



But holding on to a position that can be attacked from multiple sides will prove difficult, 
analysts say
. Mr. Kuzan, of the Ukrainian Security and Cooperation Center, also noted that any static Ukrainian position would be exposed to Russian airstrikes. Such a dynamic, he said, "immediately invites the use of aviation, guided bombs and ballistic missiles."



Olha Konovalova
 contributed research.
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China's Extreme Fan Culture Makes Olympic Gold a Mixed Blessing



Fans have mobbed athletes in public and staked out their homes. State media outlets denounced their "visibly aggressive" behavior.




Ma Long, the captain of the Chinese men's table tennis team, being greeted by fans at an airport after returning to Beijing on Monday. His team won gold at the Paris Olympics. 




By Vivian Wang


Aug 14, 2024


A gold medalist diver's mother said she was afraid for her daughter to come home after their hometown was swarmed with her supporters. A champion swimmer whose hotel was staked out by admirers disbanded his official fan group and told an interviewer he would rather have performed worse if it meant he would be left alone.



Other athletes have been hounded by crowds at airports or been the subjects of vicious arguments online between rival fan camps, leading Chinese official media to denounce fans for being "visibly aggressive." The police have even detained at least two people for allegedly defaming athletes.



After a stellar run at the Paris Olympics, where China tied the United States for the most gold medals, Chinese athletes are now facing a darker side of that success: extreme fans.



Celebrities globally have to deal with fans who are 
sometimes invasive
, but in China this phenomenon can be especially intense. Fan groups spend lavishly on products endorsed by their idols, deploy bots to ensure their favorites stay atop social media trending lists and even mount harassment campaigns against other stars and their supporters. Some fans stalk their idols and sell their photos or personal information.



At first, the obsession was directed mostly at actors and musicians. But in recent years, it has turned to athletes, too.



In southern China's Guangdong Province, the village of Maihe, population a few thousand, has been 
flooded with
 over 1,000 visitors every day, according to Chinese media. They are there to see the home of 
Quan Hongchan
, 17, who won two diving golds in Paris.




Quan Hongchan, center, won two diving golds in Paris. 




Village officials have built parking lots to accommodate the visitors. Snack vendors have flooded the street in front of her house. Videos on social media show people sitting on blankets on the street, posing with banners showing Ms. Quan's face and taking photos of a cordoned-off house, as police officers stand nearby.



In a video that topped trending hashtags this week on Weibo, a platform similar to X, Ms. Quan's mother said she "didn't dare" let her daughter return home.



But staying away has done little to spare Ms. Quan the attention. When she arrived at a Beijing airport from Paris, people crowded around her, taking close-up photos of a visibly uncomfortable Ms. Quan or shoving flowers into her hands, widely shared videos show.



Other athletes have tried other ways to fend off the spotlight. 
Pan Zhanle
, a swimmer who broke his own world record in Paris, shut down his only official fan account on Weibo. He did not give a reason for doing so, but in an 
interview
 with China's state broadcaster, he said he was "definitely not happy" about the heightened attention, which had led mobs of fans to stake out his hotel.



"I'm still just myself," he said. "I'd rather not have performed so well this time, so in the future I could continue training in peace."



Perhaps the most extreme example of fandom gone awry occurred during the Games, when two Chinese players faced off in the women's table tennis final. Fans of Sun Yingsha, who lost the match, viciously attacked the other player, Chen Meng, online. In Paris, Chinese fans also booed Ms. Chen.



State media quickly accused extreme fans of bringing shame to Chinese sports. A 
commentary
 in People's Daily, the Communist Party's mouthpiece, accused some fans of "losing their rationality." 




Chen Meng, left, and Sun Yingsha during their gold-medal match in Paris. Chinese fans booed Ms. Chen during the match. 




Experts interviewed by Chinese media said that the emergence of extreme fandom in sports was likely a reflection of the rising status of athletes as marketable stars. But they have also speculated that fans, many of them young, are lonely and seeking community.



Zhang Nan, an economist at Renmin University in Beijing, 
wrote
 in The Global Times, a party tabloid, earlier this year that China's rapid economic development and urbanization had created a "new generation of atomized individuals." "In the internet era," Professor Zhang wrote, fan culture allows them to "fill the void."



If the fandoms are more intense in China, the consequences can be too, given the government's controls over speech and wariness of any perceived threats to social stability. For several years, the central government has 
declared war on what it calls toxic fandom
, which it accuses of leading young people astray. 



In recent days, Chinese social media platforms have said they removed tens of thousands of posts and banned hundreds of accounts for "inciting conflict."



On Aug. 6, three days after the table tennis controversy, the police in Beijing announced that they had detained a 29-year-old woman for "maliciously fabricating information" about athletes and coaches online. The police in the city of Guangzhou said on Tuesday they had also detained a 38-year-old woman for slandering national team athletes and coaches.



The arrests may scare fans away from outright attacking rival stars. But there is little sign that other forms of star-chasing are fading.



On Wednesday, reports circulated on social media that the family of Ms. Quan, the diver, was living in a remote orchard to avoid the hubbub in their village.



It quickly became one of Weibo's top trending topics.



Siyi Zhao
 contributed research.
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Thai Court Ejects Prime Minister, as Old Guard Reasserts Power



Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin was considered a figurehead leader in a behind-the-scenes power struggle. He was ousted on ethics charges.




Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin of Thailand emerging from a government building in Bangkok on Wednesday.




By Sui-Lee Wee


Aug 14, 2024


Thailand's Constitutional Court ousted Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin from office on Wednesday, throwing the country into fresh political turmoil just days after the court dissolved the country's main opposition party.



In a 5-4 verdict, the court ruled that Mr. Srettha, who took office almost a year ago, violated ethics standards after he appointed to his cabinet a member previously convicted of attempted bribery.



Mr. Srettha was seen as a figurehead, closely allied with Thaksin Shinawatra, a populist former prime minister who has long sought to influence the country's politics even after he was ousted and exiled in a 2006 coup.



The court's decision is likely to intensify the disillusionment of many Thais, who see the case as the latest proof of intervention by an unelected establishment that is quashing the people's will. Last week, the same court ordered the 
disbandment of the Move Forward Party
, a progressive party that won last year's election but was blocked from forming a government.



The constant upheaval in politics has diminished the government's ability to address pressing issues such as reviving the country's ailing, tourism-dependent economy.



But this dismissal is unlikely to galvanize angry protests. Mr. Srettha, a mild-mannered 62-year-old billionaire tycoon, was not a popular leader. He was installed only because 
a military-backed Senate prevented Pita Limjaroenrat
, Move Forward's former leader, from becoming premier. During his short term in office, Mr. Srettha was criticized for traveling abroad frequently with few results to show for it. He has said those trips were necessary to stimulate tourism and foreign investment.




Mr. Srettha, left, with Thaksin Shinawatra in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in March.




On Wednesday, Mr. Srettha told reporters that he accepted the verdict. "This chapter has ended as the Constitutional Court has decided," he said outside his office.



Phumtham Wechayachai, a deputy to Mr. Srettha, will be the caretaker prime minister, according to Wissanu Krea-ngam, an adviser to Mr. Srettha.



The case against Mr. Srettha stemmed from his appointment of Pichit Chuenban, a lawyer and former fixer of Mr. Thaksin, to the prime minister's office in May. Mr. Pichit was sentenced in 2008 to six months in prison for attempted bribery.



His appointment prompted a petition filed by 40 military-appointed senators calling for Mr. Srettha to be removed from office for violating the Constitution. Even though Mr. Pichit eventually stepped down, the court continued to pursue the case.



The ruling on Wednesday stunned many political analysts, who had expected Mr. Srettha to survive. The court had demonstrated earlier that it was divided, voting 6-3 to accept the petition and then allowing Mr. Srettha to stay on the job while it deliberated the case.



Wednesday's ruling also served as a warning to the ambitions of Mr. Thaksin, a former prime minister and long a foil to Thailand's royalist-military establishment. The ruling was the latest sign of a crack in the grand bargain Mr. Thaksin is thought to have cut with the royalist-military establishment. That deal allowed him to return to Thailand after years in exile and essentially avoid jail time.



But as Mr. Thaksin signaled he had higher political ambitions, Thailand's old guard moved to show that it held the upper hand in that uneasy partnership. In June, Mr. Thaksin was charged with violating the country's harsh 
royal defamation law
. And now, his ally, Mr. Srettha, has been removed from office.



Critics say the ruling also served as a reminder of how the establishment has relied on institutions like the courts to do its bidding and demonstrate that elections in Thailand are a farce.



The next prime minister has to be chosen by Thailand's Parliament. But it can only select from candidates who ran in last year's election. Among the contenders, analysts say, are Anutin Charnvirakul, a deputy prime minister, and Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Mr. Thaksin's youngest daughter.



Mr. Pita, the former Move Forward leader, is not eligible. When the court disbanded his party last week, it also banned him from politics for 10 years.



Muktita Suhartono
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/world/asia/thailand-prime-minister-srettha.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Germany Issues Arrest Warrant for Ukrainian Over Nord Stream Explosion



The sabotage of the pipelines that carried Russian gas to Europe has become one of the central mysteries of the war in Ukraine.




A photo made available by the Danish Defense Ministry of a vast swirl of bubbles on the surface of the Baltic Sea in international waters between Denmark and Sweden in September 2022. 




By Melissa Eddy and Julian E. Barnes


Aug 14, 2024


A European arrest warrant was issued for a Ukrainian man suspected of involvement in blowing up the Nord Stream pipeline nearly two years ago, Polish prosecutors said on Wednesday.



The sabotage in September 2022 of the Nord Stream pipelines that carried Russian gas to Europe has become one of the central mysteries of the war in Ukraine, prompting extensive finger-pointing and guesswork. But until Wednesday, there were very few answers.



The Polish prosecutors office said it had received the warrant, issued by Germany, in June for a suspect who was living in Poland at the time. The suspect -- identified only as Volodymyr Z., in keeping with German privacy laws -- left the country before Polish authorities could detain him, according to Anna Adamiak, a spokeswoman for the prosecutor's office in Warsaw.



The German federal prosecutor's office declined to comment on the warrant, whose existence was first reported by a trio of German news outlets.



The warrant marks the first significant development toward potentially solving who was behind an act of sabotage that has sown political distrust among Western allies and raised the geopolitical stakes in Europe's Baltic region. 



The sabotage was first detected on Sept. 26 when a 
vast swirl of bubbles appeared on the surface
 of the Baltic Sea in international waters between Denmark and Sweden.



There was initial speculation that Russia was behind the explosions, but to some that made little sense -- the Russians were deeply invested in both major lines of the pipeline, known as Nord Stream I and Nord Stream II.



Reports that a pro-Ukrainian group could have been behind the sabotage 
first emerged last year
. That raised 
concerns in Berlin
 and Washington that supporting Ukraine could become more complicated. Germany is the European Union's leading contributor of weapons to Ukraine.



U.S. officials said at the time that they had no evidence that the attack was done at the direction of the Ukrainian government, and Kyiv has flatly denied any responsibility.



Sweden and Denmark had both opened investigations into the blasts, but closed them earlier this year.



The German authorities, however, continued their investigation into the explosions, which rendered three of the four strands that make up Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines inoperable. Even before the blasts, though, Russia had severely curtailed the amount of natural gas it was sending to Germany via Nord Stream 1, citing problems with a 
turbine that had been sent to Canada
 for repairs. Nord Stream 2 had never come online.



Experts have said that divers could have been responsible for planting the explosives on the subsea pipes, and German news reports identified Volodymyr Z. as a professional diver. When the 
Suddeutsche Zeitung
 newspaper reached a man who identified himself by that name by telephone, he denied having any involvement with the attacks or knowing about the warrant.



A person briefed on the matter confirmed that German prosecutors had issued a warrant for a Ukrainian diver believed to be a member of the team that planted explosives on the pipelines. The diver was living in Poland but was able to escape before being apprehended, according to the person, who spoke on condition of anonymity in order to discuss an ongoing investigation.



The Suddeutsche, along with the Die Zeit newspaper and the German public broadcaster ARD, reported that the German authorities had tracked down the suspect after a speed camera recorded a van with Ukrainian license plates on the northeastern German island of Rugen on Sept. 8, 2022.



One of the passengers in the van was the suspect sought by German prosecutors, according to the German media outlets. The suspect lived in a suburb of Warsaw and worked as an instructor for a diving school in Kyiv, the media outlets reported. 



Anatol Magdziarz
 contributed reporting from Warsaw.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/world/europe/nord-stream-explosion-germany-ukraine-arrest-warrant.html
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Contaminants Found at German Military Base, and Sabotage Is Suspected



The discovery led to the temporary lockdown of the base while the water supply was tested. NATO officials also reported that an intruder tried to forcibly enter one of the alliance's bases in the country.




The German military base in Cologne-Wahn was sealed off on Wednesday.




By Sarah Maslin Nir


Aug 14, 2024


Two military bases in Germany were put under heightened security on Wednesday after contaminants were found in the water supply of barracks at one site -- the result of possible sabotage, the military said -- and an intruder attempted to forcibly enter a NATO base in the country.



A hole was found early Wednesday in the fence near the barracks' drinking water supply at the German Army base in Cologne-Wahn, in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, according to an official release by the military. The discovery led to the temporary lockdown while the supply was tested. The water showed "unusual values," the military said, but did not specify of what.



Later on Wednesday, NATO officials reported that a person had tried to enter by force at the alliance's base in Geilenkirchen, near the border with the Netherlands. It was put on a heightened alert but not locked down, according to a spokesman. The water there was tested and found to be normal, he added.



Col. Arne Collatz, a spokesman for the German defense ministry, told reporters it did not immediately appear that the two episodes were related.



The German base is near Cologne's airport and houses air force and medical facilities, as well as other elements of the Bundeswehr, or German military. Approximately 4,000 soldiers and 1,500 civilians are employed at the site.



Colonel Collatz did not reveal what, if any, effect the possible contaminant could have had on people who came into contact with it at the base. But a statement issued on Wednesday by the military's territorial leadership command said it "wishes all members of the armed forces who had come to harm during the incident a speedy and complete recovery."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/world/europe/germany-military-bases-contaminants-nato.html
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W.H.O. Declares Global Emergency Over New Mpox Outbreak



The epidemic is concentrated in the Democratic Republic of Congo, but the virus has now appeared in a dozen other African countries.




A laboratory nurse, with samples taken from a patient with a suspected case of mpox near Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo.




By Apoorva Mandavilli


Aug 14, 2024


The rapid spread of mpox, formerly called monkeypox, in African countries constitutes a global health emergency, the World Health Organization declared on Wednesday.



This is the second time in three years that the W.H.O. has designated an mpox epidemic as a global emergency. It previously did so in July 2022. That outbreak went on to affect 
nearly 100,000 people
, primarily gay and bisexual men, in 116 countries, and killed about 200 people.



The threat this time is deadlier. Since the beginning of this year, the Democratic Republic of Congo alone has reported 15,600 mpox cases and 537 deaths. Those most at risk include women and children under 15.



"The detection and rapid spread of a new clade of mpox in eastern D.R.C., its detection in neighboring countries that had not previously reported mpox, and the potential for further spread within Africa and beyond is very worrying," said
 
Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the W.H.O.'s director general.



The outbreak has spread through 13 countries in Africa, including a few that had never reported mpox cases before. On Tuesday, the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention declared a "public health emergency of continental security," the first time the organization has taken that step since the African Union granted it the power to do so last year.



"It's in the interests of the countries, of the continent and of the world to get our arms around this and stop transmission as soon as we can," said Dr. Nicole Lurie, the executive director for preparedness and response at the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, a nonprofit that finances vaccine development.



Facing the threat of global spread, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has
 
urged clinicians
 and the public in the United States to be alert for the virus.



The W.H.O.'s designation of a "public health emergency of international concern" is intended to prompt member countries to begin preparing for the virus's appearance and to share vaccines, treatments and other key resources with poorer nations.



"We need concerted international action to stem this recent, novel outbreak," said Gregg Gonsalves, an epidemiologist at Yale University who served on the W.H.O.'s mpox committee in 2022.



The outbreak that year stayed mostly within tight sexual networks, among gay and bisexual men. A combination of 
behavioral changes
 and vaccination tamped down the spread.



In the United States, for example, the toll dropped to about 1,700 cases last year from more than 30,000 in 2022.



The version of mpox that has been circulating in Congo has always been more virulent, and currently has a death rate of about 3 percent, compared with 0.2 percent in the 2022 outbreak. The infection can produce fever, respiratory symptoms, muscle aches and swollen lymph nodes, as well as a rash on the hands, feet, chest, mouth or genitals.



Until recently, it spread mainly through consumption of contaminated meat or close contact with infected animals and people. Most of the deaths have been in children, who in this region of Africa are already beset by malnutrition and infectious diseases like cholera, measles and polio.



Should the outbreak spread globally, children in developed countries are likely to be less vulnerable to severe illness, experts have said.



Last year, for the first time, scientists discovered 
sexual transmission
 of this version of mpox, with cases split about equally among young men and women. According to 
genetic analyses
, sometime around September, the virus gained mutations that enabled it to spread more readily among people. It has done so partly through 
heterosexual prostitution
.



This viral type has not surfaced outside Africa. Over all, there have been more than 17,500 presumed and confirmed mpox cases in 13 countries, 
according to Africa C.D.C
. Most of the cases and deaths have occurred in Congo.



Given the rapid spread, the declaration of a global health emergency was justified, said Anne Rimoin, an epidemiologist at the University of California, Los Angeles, who served on the 2022 mpox panel.



"I think we learned a great deal about the speed with which this virus can spread," she said.



Amid rising numbers, Congo has 
approved two mpox vaccines
, a Japanese product called LC16 and Jynneos, the vaccine made by Bavarian Nordic that was used in 2022 in the United States and Europe. But Congo has yet to institute an immunization plan.



On Aug. 9, the W.H.O. invited vaccine manufacturers to apply for an 
emergency use listing
, a prerequisite for international groups such as Gavi, a global vaccine alliance, to purchase and distribute the shots in low-income nations.



Bavarian Nordic has 
donated
 15,000 doses of Jynneos to be distributed in African countries. But that is a tiny fraction of the 
10 million doses needed
 to control the outbreak, according to Africa C.D.C.



"The challenge is that these vaccines are not sufficient," even if countries try to protect only the people at highest risk, said Dr. Dimie Ogoina, a Nigerian scientist and chair of the W.H.O.'s mpox emergency committee.



LC16 was 
used in Japanese children
 in the 1970s. Clinical trials funded by the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations are now evaluating whether Jynneos can protect children and people who have already been 
exposed to the virus
, Dr. Lurie said.



The organization is also supporting the development of a new mRNA vaccine made by BioNTech that would protect against mpox and related viruses, such as smallpox.



"This outbreak has been smoldering for quite a long time, and we continually have missed opportunities to shut it down," Dr. Lurie said. "I'm really glad that everybody is now paying attention and focusing their efforts on this."
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As Famine Deepens in Sudan, U.S. Leads New Push for Ceasefire



The American-backed talks in Switzerland, starting on Wednesday, aim to halt a catastrophic civil war. But only one side says it will turn up.




Recently arrived Sudanese refugees from the Darfur region wait in line to receive food on the outskirts of the Adre refugee camp, in Chad, last month.




By Declan Walsh


Aug 14, 2024


The United States is initiating new peace talks on Wednesday that are aimed at stopping Sudan's catastrophic civil war, with this push for dialogue driven by growing alarm that the conflict is sending the country deeper into a famine that experts warn could become the world's worst in decades.



But Sudan's military, one of the war's two main belligerents, has said it will not attend the negotiations in Switzerland, stymying hopes of a quick cease-fire in a fight between the forces of rival generals that has now lasted 16 months.



Famine was 
officially declared
 earlier this month in Sudan's western Darfur region, and other areas are expected to follow. By 
one estimate
 as many as 2.5 million Sudanese could die from hunger by the end of September.



Appalled at the scale of the war-induced catastrophe in Sudan, a sprawling country in northeastern Africa, American officials said it was urgent to begin the new peace drive, even if chances of a breakthrough seem slim.



Lt. Gen. Mohamed Hamdan, the paramilitary leader whose Rapid Support Forces are fighting the military, 
reiterated on Monday
 that his side would attend the talks. But after 
a drone strike appeared to target the army leadership
 at a parade in eastern Sudan on July 31, the military chief, Gen. Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, spurned the meeting.



"We will not retreat, we will not surrender and we will not negotiate," General al-Burhan told troops.



In a call on Aug. 5, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken 
urged General al-Burhan
 to send a delegation to the talks.



Regional powers that have been drawn into the conflict will be there, too. Egypt, which has long been a political backer of Sudan's military, has been invited as an observer. So has the 
United Arab Emirates, which has been widely criticized for supplying weapons to the R.S.F.
, actions which its leaders have denied.



The Switzerland meeting picks up from talks in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, that 
failed to stop the fighting
. Even before the talks in Geneva could start, however, American officials sought to temper expectations.



Tom Perriello, the U.S. envoy to Sudan, said in an interview that his goal is to broker a cease-fire and to strike a deal for full humanitarian access across Sudan, where more than 10 million people have been forced from their homes and tens of thousands are estimated to have died.




Sudanese Armed Forces troops during a military demonstration outside the city of Omdurman, in April.




But if, as seems likely, one of the two forces fighting each other does not turn up, American officials hope to at least revive the moribund peace process and pressure both sides to come to the table. American diplomats also aim to generate a sense of global urgency about a ballooning humanitarian crisis whose relief efforts remain chronically underfunded, despite the severity of the problem.



"We need to start pivoting to a different set of solutions if we are to prevent a couple of million people from starving," Mr. Perriello said.



As of Tuesday, the United Nations had received just one-third of the $2.7 billion it had requested for Sudan. People are dying because aid agencies lack funding, said Mohamed Refaat, country director with the U.N.'s International Organization for Migration.



"We see people who are dying, and who we have access to, who we can't do anything for," Mr. Refaat said in a video call with reporters from the de facto capital, Port Sudan, where all government functions have been moved with Khartoum divided between the two sides.



The previous talks in Saudi Arabia ran aground after the Sudanese military refused to attend unless the R.S.F. abandoned most of its military gains since the war started in April 2023 -- effectively a refusal to attend.



American officials began to also see the Saudis as part of the problem, saying they seemed to be doing little to encourage the talks to resume, according to two officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.



Some Saudi officials seemed to relish growing tension between the United States and Saudi Arabia's own rival, the United Arab Emirates, over the military support that the Emiratis have continued to supply to the R.S.F., the two officials said.



At the talks in Geneva, Saudi officials will no longer be leading mediation efforts, and will instead be listed as "co-hosts" with Switzerland.



Despite American assurances that the talks will focus narrowly on a cease-fire, many Sudanese civilian leaders worry they could ultimately pave the way for a power-sharing deal between the warring generals whose feud is destroying the country, instead of leading to the democratic transition many once hoped for.



The talks carry risk for the United States, too. The Biden administration has already faced criticism from Sudanese and even former American officials that flawed diplomacy in 2022 set the stage for the outbreak of war in 2023.



"Well-intentioned but counterproductive diplomatic efforts" by the United States and others "at best, failed to prevent the war and at worst contributed to its outbreak," Payton Knopf, a former American diplomat who participated in some of those efforts, 
wrote this week
.



Some Sudanese commentators have called the Geneva talks a "now or never" opportunity, noting that the chief organizer, Mr. Perriello, could be replaced, depending on the outcome of the presidential election in the United States.




Destroyed vehicles littered the road in a liberated area of Omdurman in April that was taken back by the Sudanese Armed Forces the previous month.




Nick Cumming-Bruce
 contributed reporting from Geneva.
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Biden Awards $150 Million in Research Grants as Part of Cancer 'Moonshot'



President Biden has had a deep personal interest in cancer research since his son Beau died of an aggressive brain cancer in 2015.



By Zach Montague


Aug 13, 2024


Freed from the campaign trail and the grinding pursuit of another term, President Biden traveled to New Orleans on Tuesday to focus on a project close to his heart: the 
"moonshot" effort to sharply cut cancer deaths
 in the United States that he carried over from his time as vice president and has become a hallmark of his presidency.



Speaking at Tulane University, Mr. Biden and the first lady, Jill Biden, announced eight research centers, including one at Tulane, that will collectively receive $150 million in research awards aimed at pioneering new methods of precision cancer surgery.



Before addressing a crowd on campus, the president and the first lady met with a team of researchers who demonstrated the technology under development at Tulane. It uses imaging of cells on tumor sites to verify for surgeons that cancer cells have been fully removed and to reduce the need for follow-up surgeries.



Standing in front of a sign reading "curing cancer faster," Mr. Biden described touring cancer centers in Australia and Ireland, and being frustrated by a lack of international collaboration.



"We don't want to keep information -- we want to share it," he said.



The awards announced on Tuesday are to be made through the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health
, or ARPA-H, which was founded in 2022 and is aimed at driving biomedical innovation.



The other award recipients were Dartmouth College; Johns Hopkins University; Rice University; the University of California, San Francisco; the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign; the University of Washington; and Cision Vision in Mountain View, Calif.



To Mr. Biden, the search for new methods of cancer prevention and treatment is a passion project that began in 2015, when 
his son Beau died
 of glioblastoma, an aggressive brain cancer.



In 2016, President Barack Obama 
called on Mr. Biden
 to lead the ambitious program to rapidly reduce cancer deaths, with a goal of making "a decade's worth of advances in cancer prevention, diagnosis and treatment" in five years. Mr. Biden took the helm of the project that year, and revived it as president with frequent visits to leading research centers.



In 2022, his administration 
set a goal
 of cutting the death rate from cancer by at least 50 percent by 2047, including by increasing access to early cancer screening and funding research on new treatments and surgical methods.



The president listed the cancer moonshot effort as one of the most precious goals of his waning days in office, citing it in his 
Oval Office address
 in which he announced his decision to suspend his 2024 campaign.



"I will keep fighting for my cancer moonshot, so we can end cancer as we know it, because we can do it," he said.



The first lady, who accompanied the president on Tuesday, has also been vocal about the need for early cancer detection. She started an awareness initiative in 1993 about breast cancer detection after four of her friends were diagnosed with the disease.



Last year, she toured the Louisiana Cancer Research Center with Senator Bill Cassidy, a Republican, to meet with nurses enrolling patients in clinical trials. She also visited Emory University for the launch of the first project funded through ARPA-H, aimed at deploying mRNA technology, which was successfully used to fast-track coronavirus vaccines, to train immune systems to fight cancer.



Despite the prestige of the cancer research taking place there, New Orleans sits in 
a corridor dense with chemical plants
 that has become known as Cancer Alley for the increased risk of cancer and other diseases there.



The Biden administration has made a priority of cleaning up those areas and 
regulating hazardous air pollutants from chemical plants
 through the Environmental Protection Agency, though many of its rules have run into legal challenges.



Mr. Biden spent little time on Tuesday speaking about environmental justice or his personal loss to cancer. Instead, he focused on the importance of technologies that speed up treatment and lead to better quality of life for patients.



"It steals time; it steals away hope," he said, echoing Dr. Biden, who had spoken earlier. "We know all families touched by cancer are in a race against time."



Cancer remains the second leading cause of death in the United States, after heart disease. The American Cancer Society's annual report this year found that the number of new cancer cases had ticked up to more than two million in 2023, with increases in cancers of the prostate, uterus, oral cavity and liver, among others.



The causes of those increases, particularly in younger people, are not yet well understood, according to 
the report
.



Mr. Biden has stepped up efforts associated with the cancer moonshot with an eye toward cementing progress. Last week, the Department of Health and Human Services 
awarded $9 million
 to 18 centers conducting cancer screening.
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Recent Voter Registration Data Offers Hint of Enthusiasm for Democrats



Two swing states have seen a boost in Democratic sign-ups since Kamala Harris entered the race.



By Francesca Paris


Aug 13, 2024


Ever since Vice President Kamala Harris entered the presidential campaign three weeks ago, polls and campaign finance data have shown how the race has changed. She has come from behind to build a small lead over former President Donald J. Trump in 
national polls
 and in 
several swing states
, and she raised far more money than he did 
last month
.



Now, new voter registration data in two swing states adds to the evidence that Ms. Harris's candidacy has energized potential Democratic voters.



For nearly the entire year, more people had been registering as Republicans than as Democrats when signing up to vote in Pennsylvania and North Carolina, two battleground states that use party registration and that release this data regularly.



There was a big spike in G.O.P. registrations in both states the week of July 14, during the Republican National Convention, which came days after Mr. Trump survived an assassination attempt. In Pennsylvania, more voters registered as Republicans than in any single week since 2020.



But the following Sunday, President Biden dropped out of the race and endorsed Ms. Harris. In the week that followed, Democratic registrations surged. For the first time this year, weekly Democratic registrations outnumbered Republican registrations in North Carolina. In Pennsylvania, it was the largest Democratic margin in new registrations since late 2023.



Republican registrations in the two states remained elevated, perhaps reflecting continued good will toward Mr. Trump. But the Democratic gains erased that advantage.



In both states, the Democratic margin has since faded, though not completely.



It's a small data point -- a few thousand voters for each party each week. The views of newly registered voters also do not necessarily reflect the preferences of the electorate at large. And a significant number of new voters in both North Carolina and Pennsylvania did not register with a party, so their votes in November may be more difficult to predict.



But there are some positive signs for Democrats even among unaffiliated voters. In North Carolina, registrations for young and female voters who didn't sign up with a party jumped in the week after Mr. Biden's announcement. (In 
polls of swing states
, Ms. Harris has a significant advantage among women and voters under 30.)



For much of this year in North Carolina, women had made up roughly 50 percent of new unaffiliated registrants. That share jumped to 55 percent in the week immediately after Mr. Biden dropped out. The proportion of registrants under 30 rose to 48 percent that week, up from about 43 percent in the weeks before.



First-time registrants are typically younger and lean left, which means Democrats have historically enjoyed the lead in new voter registration. But since 2020, Republicans 
have performed unusually well
 in registrations across the country, according to data from L2, a nonpartisan voter data vendor.



The share of new voters signing up with the Democratic Party has declined in the last few years in other states, like 
Florida
. And even in states where Democrats greatly outnumber Republicans in new registrations, such as New York and Maryland, the percentage of voters registering as Democrats has been falling.



The Democratic gains in Pennsylvania and North Carolina may endure, or they may not last. But they are a bright spot for a party that has seen its success with new voters slipping away.
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Judge Denies Trump's Recusal Bid, Rebuking Him for Claiming Harris Ties



Justice Juan M. Merchan, who oversaw the trial that led to Donald J. Trump's conviction, declined for a third time to step aside from the case, dismissing claims from defense lawyers that he had a conflict of interest.




Donald J. Trump has stoked right-wing furor against his daughter. The judge dismissed his lawyers' request that he recuse himself as "nothing more than a repetition of stale and unsubstantiated claims."




By Kate Christobek and Ben Protess


Aug 14, 2024


The judge who oversaw Donald J. Trump's Manhattan criminal trial declined for a third time to step aside from the case, rebuking the former president's lawyers for claiming that the judge had a distant yet problematic connection to Vice President Kamala Harris.



In a three-page decision dated Tuesday, the judge, Justice Juan M. Merchan, slammed Mr. Trump's filing seeking his recusal as "rife with inaccuracies" and repetitive, and dismissed the idea that he had any conflict of interest.



Mr. Trump's lawyers 
had argued that the judge's daughter "has a longstanding relationship with Harris"
 -- a claim her colleagues have disputed -- and cited her "work for political campaigns" as a Democratic consultant. But prosecutors with the Manhattan district attorney's office, which secured 
Mr. Trump's conviction in May on felony charges of falsifying business records
, called his request "a vexatious and frivolous attempt to relitigate" an issue that Justice Merchan had already twice dismissed.



Justice Merchan, a moderate Democrat who was once a registered Republican, 
rejected Mr. Trump's initial bid to oust him
 last year and 
did so again in April
, on the first day of trial. The judge, who has no direct ties to Ms. Harris, cited a state advisory committee on judicial ethics, which determined that his impartiality could not reasonably be questioned based on his daughter's interests.



Mr. Trump, who has stoked right-wing furor against the judge's daughter, Loren Merchan, renewed the recusal request once President Biden abandoned his presidential campaign and Ms. Harris became the presumptive Democratic nominee. She is now locked in a tight race with Mr. Trump, who has falsely portrayed his conviction as a Democratic plot to foil his campaign.



"Stated plainly, defendant's arguments are nothing more than a repetition of stale and unsubstantiated claims," Justice Merchan wrote in his latest ruling. Underscoring his frustration with the defense's repetitive filings, he added, "this court now reiterates for the third time, that which should already be clear -- innuendo and mischaracterizations do not a conflict create. Recusal is therefore not necessary, much less required."



Justice Merchan's decision, while anticipated, is consequential nonetheless: It enables him to soon decide two crucial matters that will shape Mr. Trump's legal fate.



On Sept. 16, the judge 
is scheduled to determine whether to throw out Mr. Trump's conviction
 following the recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling granting him broad immunity for official actions as president. The former president's long-shot request was vigorously opposed by prosecutors, who 
urged Justice Merchan to uphold the jury's verdict
, noting that the case had nothing to do with Mr. Trump's official acts in the White House.



A jury of 12 New Yorkers convicted Mr. Trump on all 34 counts, concluding that he had falsified records to cover up a hush-money payment to a porn star, Stormy Daniels, in the final days of the 2016 campaign. After his fixer, Michael D. Cohen, paid Ms. Daniels $130,000 to bury her story of a sexual liaison with Mr. Trump, Mr. Trump repaid Mr. Cohen and approved plans to lie on paperwork to hide the nature of the reimbursement, the jury found.



If Justice Merchan denies Mr. Trump's immunity motion, as expected, Mr. Trump could mount an emergency appeal. If that fails, the judge will then proceed with Mr. Trump's sentencing on Sept. 18. Mr. Trump faces up to four years in prison, but could receive a far shorter sentence, or even probation.



Mr. Trump's lawyers had asked the judge to rule on the recusal first, arguing that "Decisions by Your Honor on the pending presidential immunity motion and at any sentencing would benefit not only Harris but also the professional aspirations and financial status of Your Honor's daughter."



But Ms. Merchan's employer, Authentic Campaigns, has disputed Mr. Trump's claims.



In a recent letter to the Republican chairman of the House Judiciary Committee, which has sought to undermine Mr. Trump's conviction, Authentic's founder asserted that the company last had a contract with Mr. Biden's campaign in 2020 and Ms. Harris's in 2019.



The founder, Mike Nellis, also said that employees of the company had not communicated with Justice Merchan about Mr. Trump's case.



"It is concerning that Republican members of this committee are using valuable time and taxpayer dollars to perpetuate a false right-wing conspiracy theory instead of focusing on the pressing issues facing our nation," Mr. Nellis wrote. "This is a disgraceful misuse of power and a disservice to the American people."



Mr. Nellis added that he and Ms. Merchan had faced death threats and harassment.



Justice Merchan has not addressed the congressional scrutiny, though in his latest ruling he implied that Mr. Trump's lawyers were close to crossing a line. "Counsel has been warned repeatedly that such advocacy must not come at the expense of professional responsibility in one's role as an officer of the court," he wrote.



The judge's coming decisions on immunity and sentencing will culminate the battle that Mr. Trump has waged with Justice Merchan since before he was arraigned.



Days before he first set foot in the judge's courtroom, Mr. Trump blasted him 
on social media
, saying it would be "IMPOSSIBLE" for "a Trump Hating Judge" to oversee a fair trial. Shortly before the trial, Mr. Trump also 
spread an online hoax
 that falsely claimed Loren Merchan had publicly posted an image of him behind bars.



Soon after, at the request of prosecutors, Justice Merchan expanded an existing gag order on Mr. Trump to prohibit the former president from attacking family members of prosecutors or the judge. The judge loosened the gag order after the trial, but kept in place the prohibition on attacking family members until the sentencing, a decision that a state appeals court recently upheld.



Mr. Trump has decried the gag order as unconstitutional, seeking to use it to support his bid to oust Justice Merchan from the case. The former president has also repeatedly cited the judge's 
modest donations to Democratic candidates
.



As the trial began, Justice Merchan 
denied Mr. Trump's second request
 to have him removed, telling the courtroom "there is no agenda here" and "we want justice to be done."
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Trump Gambles on Outside Groups to Finance Voter Outreach Efforts



New federal rules allow political candidates to coordinate their efforts to canvass for votes with outside groups like super PACs.




Former President Donald J. Trump at an event sponsored by Turning Point USA in West Palm Beach, Fla., last month. Turning Point USA is among several super PACs with canvassing operations.




By Theodore Schleifer


Aug 14, 2024


The Republican campaign for president is quietly being remade by new federal guidelines that empower big-money groups and threaten to undermine party control well beyond the 2024 election.



Former President Donald J. Trump's team has enlisted some of these groups to spend hundreds of millions of dollars to knock on hundreds of thousands of doors across the country -- saving the campaign significant money in the process.



But the Trump campaign is making a serious gamble in doing so, betting that these outside groups, which they do not directly control, can carry out their marching orders without accountability.



This transformation is a consequence of a surprise decision by the Federal Election Commission earlier this year that allows campaigns to coordinate their canvassing efforts with outside groups like super PACs. The change means that campaigns can outsource much of their costly ground game to entities that can take unlimited donations and raise money at a much faster clip.



Senior Republican Party officials fear that the decision -- and the Trump campaign's efforts -- will lead to the party losing considerable control over get-out-the-vote operations, much as they have in the world of television advertising, where the scripts and strategies are often crafted by super PACs with their own ambitions and ideas.



"We have to accept it," said Chris Carr, who helped oversee the Trump campaign's field operation in 2020 and has long encouraged Republicans to offload those associated costs. "Outside groups are going to do more and more of this. But the cautionary tale for donors and for everybody else is: Are they actually doing what they said they'd do?"



Brandishing clipboards, lanyards and iPads, election canvassers fan out across the country, braving Arizona heat and long drives across Pennsylvania, to identify and register their voters and then, in the fall, turn them out. Campaigns consider local volunteers ideal, but paid canvassers from out-of-state increasingly fill the gaps.




Cheryl Johntz canvasses in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, last December for Prosperity Action, a super PAC.




Republican campaigns and outside groups have run modest paid-canvassing operations simultaneously in the past. But they were independent of one another: A voter in Wisconsin might receive a knock at the door from the Wisconsin Republican Party and then, a few days later, from Americans for Prosperity. What is new is that for the first time those two entities can share voter targets, scripts and perhaps even office space, allowing campaigns and like-minded outside groups to work hand-in-glove in more cost-effective ways.



Donors have been drawn to these groups because they effectively can now circumvent spending limits -- without losing the ability to have a say in the campaign itself, thanks to the new easing of the rules.



Republicans have seized on this change much more aggressively than have Democrats. A few weeks after the F.E.C. issued its advisory opinion, the Trump team and its lawyers invited outside groups to Mar-a-Lago to begin talks about how to coordinate responsibility for get-out-the-vote efforts, according to three people close to the campaign who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the meeting was private.



The new guidance was especially valuable for Mr. Trump, who ended the Republican primary season at a serious cash disadvantage relative to the Democrats. Outside entities could take the lead on door knocking, allowing the campaign to focus on areas where it could be more cost effective, such as television and mail.



The person in charge of coordinating the effort is James Blair, the Trump team's political director. Mr. Blair has worked with pro-Trump paid-canvassing operations such as Turning Point Action and America First Works to execute data-sharing agreements. As new super PACs have started up in response to the ruling, Mr. Blair has sought to ensure these groups are not duplicating each other's work.



Mr. Blair has 
claimed
 that these outside groups have more than 1,000 paid canvassers in the field and that there would likely be more than 2,500 by the time voting begins. Turning Point, which set out to raise $108 million for the effort, now has "multiple hundreds" of paid full-time staffers in each of Arizona and Wisconsin and will soon have that in Michigan said a group spokesman, Andrew Kolvet. 




A Turning Point Action planning session for getting out the vote in swing states in Phoenix last March.




Another group, called Turnout for America, has been encouraging donors to contribute to its own $45 million plan to deploy 945 paid canvassers in seven battleground states, according to a memo reviewed by The New York Times. The group, led by Chris Buskirk, a close friend of Senator JD Vance, Mr. Trump's running mate, describes its role as effectively a substitute for the campaign's field operation itself.



"Our mission is simply to execute on the president's ground game plan -- the thought leadership is theirs," 
Mr. Buskirk wrote in the memo.
 "The ads and the air war are theirs. The on-the-ground-muscle is ours."



For all the cost-savings, the risks of such coordination, veterans of Republican campaigns say, are plentiful. There are opportunities for miscommunication. There is a branding issue: Voters in battleground states likely have heard of their state Republican Party, but probably not a national super PAC started mere weeks ago. And many super PACs have never organized a canvassing operation at a scale like this, while Republican Party officials and activists have  honed their practice over many election cycles.



Veteran campaign organizers are also aghast at the money that some super PACs intend to spend, skeptical that outside organizations will be able to quickly build big enough canvassing operations in a tight labor market, no matter how big the budget.



"There's only X amount of people who are willing to go out and walk three, four, six, seven hours a day," said Chuck Warren, who runs a canvassing operation that has worked extensively with the Republican National Committee, but is not under contract this cycle. "There's just not a lot of people willing to do it."



Canvassers are typically paid minimum wage or close to it, and the paid-canvassing industry is shrouded with concerns about fraudulent data. Staff turnover is constant. Mr. Warren also said there is a downside to effectively relying on mercenaries who are not as invested in the political movement -- and sometimes are not even Republicans. 



For example, a paid canvasser might not wait more than 15 seconds for a voter to come to the door, but a passionate volunteer would. "The sell is an engaged canvasser who's going to talk to the voter with whatever their pitch is," Mr. Warren said. "That's what makes it effective."



Control is also an issue, as critical decisions are made not by trusted aides, but by outside operatives. 
One outside group, America PAC
, has had ambitions to spend upward of $180 million to hire thousands of paid canvassers and deploy them across the country. But the group has been plagued by drama as it seeks to follow the direction of one of its mercurial founders, Elon Musk, the owner of the social media platform X who recently endorsed Mr. Trump.



The group 
spent over $15 million to train
 and deploy canvassers who made about $500 a week in nine states -- only to abruptly lay them all off after the super PAC was taken over by past aides to Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida. The super PAC had 200 to 250 paid staffers knocking on almost 100,000 doors a week alone in Nevada, Arizona, California and Oregon, according to a person with knowledge of the effort, the last two being solidly Democratic states that the Trump campaign likely would not have invested in.



The Trump campaign has 
said
 that it still has confidence in America PAC despite the tumult.




Swing states are marked on a map at Turning Point Action headquarters in Phoenix last March.




The Republican National Committee has insisted that it is not outsourcing its entire ground game to these outside groups. "We have paid staffers and volunteer-powered field programs in every battleground state, and they are expanding daily," said Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman. Mr. Blair has said on X that Trump and the R.N.C. have "hundreds of paid staff" in battleground states with plans to hire another 100 or so. A campaign spokesman did not provide a state-by-state breakdown.



The Democratic ecosystem has not been similarly transformed, in large part because labor unions, a key part of Democratic canvassing efforts, have long been allowed to communicate to their own members and coordinate that work with campaigns, said Jon Berkon, the Democratic lawyer who pushed for the advisory opinion.



Many Republicans say they are envious of that coordination.



"The past two cycles, we have not invested in field and we've lost," said Meghan Cox, who runs a conservative grass-roots firm. "Democrats invest heavy in field, and they've seen success. And we need to do the same or we're going to continue to find ourselves in the same boat."
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New Footage From the Trump Assassination Attempt Shows a Frantic Police Effort to Reach the Gunman



Bodycam videos and other footage provide new insights into the law enforcement response and presence at the building where the shooter was positioned.



By Neil Bedi, Aric Toler and Haley Willis


Aug 09, 2024


For about two and a half minutes, at least five Pennsylvania law enforcement officers converged around the warehouse where a gunman had clambered onto a roof near a rally held by former President Donald J. Trump, struggling to reach the attacker before he shot at Mr. Trump, newly released police videos and a social media video show.



The body-cam and dashcam footage, paired with an eyewitness video posted on YouTube, provide new insight into the presence of and the response by Pennsylvania law enforcement at the building where the gunman, Thomas Crooks, was positioned. They reveal for the first time the critical moments -- starting around 6:08 p.m. -- when officers establish Mr. Crooks's location, frantically try to find a way to get onto the roof and determine that he is armed. By around 6:11, Mr. Crooks opens fire.



Before the release of the videos, the exact movements of nearby law enforcement officers -- and the actions they took to address a newly identified threat -- were unclear. Testimony from state police and Secret Service officials provided some details, but the footage obtained by The New York Times through a public records request gives the first second-by-second retelling from the perspectives of two of the officers near the gunman at the time of the shooting.



The footage also raises more questions as to why the Secret Service failed to remove Mr. Trump from the stage in Butler, Pa., on July 13, while local law enforcement officers were scrambling to get to Mr. Crooks, even if they weren't yet aware that he had a firearm.



The footage analyzed by The Times includes 12 videos released on Thursday by the Butler Township Police Department, showing at least three Butler officers and one Pennsylvania state trooper focused on the roof from where Mr. Crooks fired. 
Eyewitness footage
 previously published on YouTube shows that a fifth law enforcement officer was also responding in the same area.



The earliest body-cam video captured near the complex of warehouse buildings, owned by AGR International, begins seven minutes before the shooting.



At first, some officers appear to be responding to reports, documented in 
text messages and an after-action report obtained by The Times
, that a suspicious person is moving away from the rally.



An officer is seen searching in the nearby woods at 6:04 p.m. While the officer is surveying this area, Mr. Crooks is about 270 yards away, scaling a building at the opposite end of the complex. At 6:08 p.m. the body camera of the officer captures Mr. Crooks walking on the roof of one of the buildings, which are connected by catwalks. It's unclear if the officer sees Mr. Crooks.



Another officer arrives at the scene in his vehicle at 6:09 p.m. At this point, videos show five officers scattered near the building from which Mr. Crooks would later fire. The state trooper stands on a picnic table to look for the suspicious person on the roof while bystanders look on.



Then, four officers congregate on the east side of the building.



There, the officer who has just arrived by car is hoisted up so he can see onto the roof. According to previous testimony by Col. Christopher Paris of the state police, the officer made eye contact with the gunman, but dropped back to the ground when Mr. Crooks pointed the gun at him.



He then communicated over the radio that Mr. Crooks had a gun, according to 
testimony last week
 from Ronald Rowe Jr., the acting Secret Service director. Mr. Rowe added that the radio message had never made it to the Secret Service.



Video shows the officer running back around the building.



About 40 seconds after the officer sees him over the side of the building, at 6:11 p.m., Mr. Crooks fires. The officer flinches and retreats from the building as a Pennsylvania state trooper is seen pointing a rifle at the roof. Mr. Crooks is shot by a Secret Service sniper shortly after.



In the immediate aftermath, law enforcement are seen still scrambling to gain access to the roof, shouting for a ladder. In a body-cam video that had audio enabled, the officer who had made eye contact with Mr. Crooks describes the shooter's appearance, warning the other officers to "watch out because he can [expletive] come right down on you over there" -- apparently not yet sure that Mr. Crooks has been killed.



Ten minutes after the shooting, the cameras capture multiple officers on the roof next to Mr. Crooks's body, visibly distraught by their inability to stop the shooting.



"What are the chances, what are the [expletive] chances," says one officer. At the same time, outside the building, another officer says that he warned the Secret Service to guard the area days earlier. "I told them to post [expletive] guys over here."



On another camera, an officer said in frustration, "We were watching him."



Anthony Guglielmi, a Secret Service spokesperson, said the agency was reviewing the body-cam footage and called the attempted assassination a "Secret Service failure."



"The U.S. Secret Service appreciates our local law enforcement partners, who acted courageously as they worked to locate the shooter that day," Mr. Guglielmi said. "We are reviewing and updating our protective policies and procedures in order to ensure a tragedy like this never occurs again."



Kate Kelly
 contributed reporting. 
Ainara Tiefenthaler
 contributed video production.
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WCBS Radio, the Soundtrack of Countless Cab Rides, Goes Quiet



The news radio mainstay is turning its airwaves over to ESPN, ending its continuous coverage of the five boroughs. The Mets broadcasts will remain.




WCBS has offered an aural chronicle of New York since 1967, when it began its all-news format.




By Corey Kilgannon


Aug 13, 2024


Since New York City's 2003 blackout, Ralph Katz of Manhattan has kept two transistor radios and fresh batteries stashed in bedroom and bathroom drawers.



"If that happens again, this may be the only way I'll get my news," said Mr. Katz, 75, a retired public relations executive and longtime WCBS Newsradio 880 listener.



"When I get up in the morning, I want to know what going on -- what's breaking, what's happening, what subway is delayed, where the traffic jams and other problems are -- to set up the day."



But his favorite AM news station will soon be gone.



WCBS said this week that its nearly 60-year run as an all-news station will end this month. The station will become WHSQ and host ESPN New York sports talk.



It is an almost inevitable development as reliance on radio news continues to decline, with the rise of podcasts and smartphones delivering news, weather and traffic information.



Local radio was once a pillar of the New York City news ecosystem. WCBS helped make up the running backdrop of frenetic city life. Residents listened to it in the shower, at the breakfast table, in their cabs. It blended with the clamor of the delis and bodegas. It provided the small informational necessities that enable urban living -- traffic and weather every 10 minutes on the 8s -- and chronicled the epochal events that shaped New York.



Local news coverage in general has declined in recent decades. City desks downsized, and many neighborhood papers vanished or were bought up by chains and cut back. Newsstands once draped with dozens of papers now carry few or none or have disappeared entirely.



But WCBS, which began its all-news format in 1967, retained a loyal base of stubbornly analog New Yorkers. These listeners are mourning the loss of one of the city's last straight news format stations.



"It became part of the skyline of New York," said Jonathan Kahn, 68, a lifelong New Yorker and self-described "radio guy" in Queens.




The station sent its reporters aloft to monitor the city's traffic.




He called WCBS one of the last vestiges of live radio on the AM dial, one that provided "the immediacy of radio, the reporters' personalities and the news on the hour."



"With WCBS, there's always someone there in a newsroom on the other end of the speaker," Mr. Kahn said. "You don't get 'This just in' listening to a podcast, and you don't get 'We interrupt this broadcast' on a streamed show."



Officials with Audacy, WCBS's parent company, cited "headwinds facing local journalism nationwide" and said the station would switch to the sports format on Aug. 26. Mets games will continue to be broadcast on the station.



 Loyal WCBS listeners may switch to WINS, the other all-news station that Audacy owns in New York, which has enjoyed a larger audience.



The Writers Guild of America East, which represents part of the WCBS newsroom, said that 23 staff members it represents were being laid off.



Whether at the diner counter or slogging through midtown traffic, the station's news readers helped brief millions of listeners in a New York minute.



Its lead stories were delivered at the top of the hour punctuated by staccato snare-drum beats. Then came traffic reports on the tunnels and bridges from Todd Kaminsky in Chopper 88 and weather updates with the meteorologist Craig Allen. To New Yorkers, the features and names became internalized mantras.



The station played a vital role in covering stories like the terror attacks of Sept. 11, the blackout, the Hudson River emergency plane landing in 2009 and Hurricane Sandy in 2012.



"Pre-smartphones, when people didn't have access to a TV, they had their car radios and battery-operated radios and they listened to 880 for hours," said Peter Haskell, a reporter at WCBS who retired in 2022 and worked on all those stories in his 28 years. "And that's how they got information on flooding and power outages and news from public officials."



Mr. Haskell said the station developed strong listener loyalty.



"One woman once told me, 'Don't tell my husband, but you're the first voice I would hear every day -- you woke me up in the morning,'" Mr. Haskell said. "It speaks to how intimate and personal radio is, and to how 880 had this role for so long, playing such an important part of people's lives.




WCBS reporters like Peter Haskell and his subway socks were fixtures at new events for decades.




"It's such a big, sprawling metropolis, but radio has this deep powerful connection," he said. "You're having a one-on-one conversation drawing listeners in. People hear the reporters in their home, in the car and in the office every day, and these people begin to feel like a friend to them."



The writer and commentator Fran Lebowitz said she heard about WCBS's closure on Monday from WINS, which she usually favors over WCBS because its signal is stronger on her radio.



"I was thinking after hearing the news that it's probably a matter of minutes before we don't even have radios anymore," said Ms. Lebowitz, adding that since she does not use a computer or cellphone, she listens to news radio "400 times a day, on and off."



Ms. Lebowitz, 73, said that when she mentions her radio news habit to younger people, "They say, 'The radio? What's that?"



"I may be the youngest person who listens to radio anymore," she said, adding that in the early 1970s when she drove a hack, "Every cab had it on all the time, because they have the traffic reports."



One of the drivers was Davidson Garrett, 71, who listened to news radio for the four decades he drove a yellow cab in New York before retiring in 2018.



"It was the soundtrack to the city," he said. "I was a big news junkie, and I drove at night, so it was my lifeline. It helped keep me from falling asleep behind the wheel and was really the only solace you had as a cabdriver. When you're stuck in gridlock and you're going out of your mind, the radio really calmed people down."



"Passengers would ask you to turn it on," Mr. Garrett said. "A lot of passengers, particularly men, liked to listen to the game or if big news was happening."



On the air Tuesday morning, the anchor Paul Murnane told listeners about the station's closing before segueing to a segment on chronic problems plaguing New Jersey Transit, adding, "We won't miss the commute."
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A Nurses' Union Flexed Its Power. One Hospital Is Pushing Back.



Nurses enjoy more protections now than they did before the pandemic. A large hospital system, NewYork-Presbyterian, has fought some of their gains, including by appealing to the Supreme Court.




Nurses have negotiated with hospitals across the New York City region -- and have sometimes gone on strike -- to win better wages and working conditions in recent years.




By Joseph Goldstein


Aug 14, 2024


Some nurses who worked during Covid's deadly first wave in March 2020 describe it as a terrifying but also galvanizing experience. Together they confronted mass death and an unknown pathogen, 
sometimes donning garbage bags
 when the protective gear ran out.



One result was an invigorated nurses' union, which has won a series of victories for its members at hospitals across the New York City region over the past several years. Today nurses have better wages and improved working conditions. They even receive cash payouts when hospitals leave units understaffed, a benefit they won by striking last year.



But the city's largest private hospital system is taking aim at some of those changes. It started in 2023, right after nurses at Columbia University Medical Center, the largest hospital in the NewYork-Presbyterian system, reached an agreement on a contract that included pay raises and improved workplace conditions. Just weeks later, Columbia nearly doubled what some retired nurses paid for health insurance, according to the nurses' union. The union managed to have the new insurance rate voided through arbitration, but it has said it believes the price increase was payback for the contract.



This summer, NewYork-Presbyterian turned to the federal courts to try to reclaim some of the workplace power it lost to the nurses' union in recent years.



Three weeks ago it filed a petition in Federal District Court in Manhattan, asking a judge to overturn an arbitration decision that awarded nurses in an understaffed unit at Columbia University Medical Center more than $270,000. The hospital said that it had made "good-faith efforts" to hire enough employees and that the nurses should receive nothing.



But the clearest sign of an "escalation" occurred in June, said Pat Kane, the executive director of the state's largest nurses' union, the New York State Nurses Association. That was when NewYork-Presbyterian took an unexpected step in its long-running battle to fire a particular nurse and union organizer at a Westchester County hospital. Having lost before three tribunals, the hospital system 
filed an appeal
 to the U.S. Supreme Court.



A spokesman for NewYork-Presbyterian, Tony Chau, declined to comment. A lawyer representing the hospital system also declined to comment.



In court filings, NewYork-Presbyterian's lawyers have argued that the judges who sided against them acted to "literally 'play doctor'" and that the Supreme Court should make it clear that when evaluating cases involving hospital workplace issues, courts should show "a proper respect for who possesses expertise on the issues."



Some New York City hospitals have struggled to regain their financial footing in the wake of the pandemic, as they contend with rising labor costs, battles with insurers and the end of subsidies. NewYork-Presbyterian is one of the city's more profitable hospital systems. It had an operating profit of $112.5 million for the first quarter of this year and it has had operating margins of 3 or 4 percent in recent quarters.



NewYork-Presbyterian is also the city's largest private hospital system, the result of a merger nearly three decades ago between two of the city's 
oldest and most prestigious hospitals
: Columbia University Medical Center and Weill Cornell Medical Center, as they are called today. A decade ago, the system 
acquired several smaller hospitals
, including Hudson Valley Hospital in Westchester County



A longtime nurse there, Rosamaria Tyo, was a key activist for the nurses' union. But in March 2020, she was fired for crossing a clear line, according to NewYork-Presbyterian, after she walked out of an operating room while a patient was undergoing complicated spinal surgery. She was leaving to attend a union meeting.



Every tribunal that has reviewed the case has ordered the hospital to reinstate the nurse, concluding that her conduct may not have been as troubling as the hospital said. Her assignment in the operating room that day wasn't hands-on: She was the circulating nurse, responsible for documenting and coordinating the nursing care, and supervising a trainee.



After leaving the operating room, Ms. Tyo joined a meeting with the hospital's chief nursing officer about the union's first contract. The meeting turned confrontational. About two weeks later, the hospital fired Ms. Tyo for "patient abandonment."



Ms. Kane said it was unusual for a hospital to go to federal court to fight an arbitration decision on a relatively routine matter. "That Presbyterian is willing to take this all the way to the Supreme Court," Ms. Kane said, "has a really chilling effect on the work force."



The odds of the Supreme Court taking the case are slim, but the hospital's willingness to pursue the matter has left some nurses worried about participating in union activities -- and their job security, said Renee Mauro, a nurses' union delegate at NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley Hospital.



"There is definitely a fear from the nurses," she said.



In court papers, NewYork-Presbyterian has argued that the case is clear-cut. Its lawyers note that judges have long used the scenario of a nurse walking out of a surgery as a quintessential example of 
a fireable offense.



"Tyo excused herself from the operating room, without permission or coverage, leaving her orientee unsupervised, in order to attend a gathering of union representatives," NewYork-Presbyterian's lawyers wrote in their Supreme Court petition.



The lead surgeon in the operating room that day recommended her reinstatement, and an administrative judge who reviewed the matter concluded that Ms. Tyo had been fired because of her union activity, a decision eventually upheld by the National Labor Relations Board. The board ordered that Ms. Tyo be reinstated with back pay. Last year, a federal appeals court in New York upheld that determination.



Following the pandemic, hospitals across the region have faced increased union pressure. In 2023, 
doctors went on strike
 at a New York City hospital for the first time in more than 30 years. Nurses went on strike that year at two of the city's largest hospitals: Mount Sinai in Manhattan and Montefiore Medical Center in the Bronx. And at the medical college affiliated with Weill Cornell, hundreds of medical researchers voted that year to join the United Auto Workers union.



But the success of the nurses' union over the past few years has been particularly notable. It organized nurses at Mount Sinai's Long Island hospital, though contract negotiations have progressed slowly. Elsewhere the union has won substantial pay raises, including at the city's public hospital system, where nurses have long been paid roughly $20,000 less than those at private hospitals. 



But in Westchester, nurses say the hospital's battle against Ms. Tyo has left a deep impression. Ms. Mauro, the union leader, says she believes the hospital wants to discourage nonunion nurses at other NewYork-Presbyterian facilities from organizing.



"My feeling is they are trying to intimidate other hospitals in the area: It won't be easy to get a union, because we'll fight you tooth and nail, all the way," Ms. Mauro said.



Through a union spokeswoman, Ms. Tyo declined an interview request. She now works at another hospital outside the NewYork-Presbyterian system.
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Paul Bucha, Medal of Honor Winner With a Political Voice, Dies at 80



His quick thinking saved fellow soldiers in Vietnam. Later, he had a role in the presidential runs of Ross Perot, George H.W. Bush and Barack Obama.




Paul Bucha in 2013. He frequently gave public addresses on leadership and politics.




By Alex Traub


Aug 13, 2024


Paul Bucha, a Medal of Honor recipient who saved fellow American soldiers from slaughter during the Vietnam War and who in later years became both a public endorser and a critic of presidential candidates, died on July 31 in West Haven, Conn. He was 80.



The death, at a veterans' hospital, was caused by complications of Alzheimer's disease, his daughter Heather Whaley said.



In 1965, Mr. Bucha (pronounced BYU-kah) graduated from West Point in the top 5 percent of his class and as an All-American swimmer. Two years later he was sent to Vietnam as an Army captain.




Mr. Bucha, far right, in 1965, the year he graduated from West Point in the top 5 percent of his class.




He was soon appointed commander of the last rifle company to be formed during an Army expansion -- one that left him with a collection of the least coveted recruits: men who had flunked basic infantry tasks, former prisoners and "guys with master's degrees in Elizabethan literature," Mr. Bucha later 
recalled
 to the National Purple Heart Honor Mission, a veterans group.



The bloody Tet offensive of 1968 began soon afterward, and his unit was charged with helping to repel the attack by North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces. By March, the group was down from 164 men to 89.



At dusk one evening, the company was dropped by helicopter to patrol an area of jungle along South Vietnam's border with Cambodia, according to Mr. Bucha's Medal of Honor 
citation
. The Americans soon found themselves outgunned by some 1,500 enemy troops.



Several men went down immediately, shot by a machine-gunner hiding in a tree. Mr. Bucha crawled about 40 yards to the tree under a hail of gunfire and took out the machine-gunner with hand grenades. He sustained an injury to his dominant right hand but ignored it.



Gathering his men, he had them establish a perimeter and directed them to throw grenades almost at random and shoot at any enemy noise they heard. The goal was to convince the enemy that they were actually facing a large group of Americans.



The plan worked: The enemy soldiers retreated. While still in view of their snipers, Mr. Bucha used flashlights to direct the evacuation of three helicopter loads of wounded soldiers.




Mr. Bucha in 1970 with his wife, Carolyn, and President Richard M. Nixon when Mr. Nixon awarded him the Medal of Honor.




President Richard M. Nixon presented him with the Medal of Honor in 1970. "His bravery and gallantry at the risk of his life are in the highest traditions of the military service," the citation said.



In April 1970, around the time his tour of duty ended, Mr. Bucha returned to West Point to teach social science. But in 1972, he was one of 33 highly qualified young officers teaching at the military academy to resign over 18 months. Their resignations, to seek other professional opportunities, 
were reported
 on the front page of The New York Times. And when the entrepreneur and future presidential candidate 
Ross Perot
 saw the article, he offered Mr. Bucha a job at a brokerage firm he owned.



Mr. Bucha rose to become the executive in charge of foreign operations for Mr. Perot's best-known company, Electronic Data Systems, which provided information technology services.



The company's international activities came under scrutiny during Mr. Perot's third-party presidential campaign in 1992.



In June of that year, The Palm Beach Post reported that Mr. Bucha had informed Mr. Perot that their chief business partner in pre-revolutionary Iran, Abolfath Mahvi, had been blacklisted by the Iranian Defense Ministry under suspicion of corrupt dealings with other U.S. companies. Mr. Perot expressed little interest in hearing the full story, Mr. Bucha said.



Mr. Perot had been campaigning on the basis of his trustworthiness as a patriotic former Eagle Scout, but the Mahvi affair, The Palm Beach Post reported, "clashes with much that is being said about him today."



Mr. Bucha later openly criticized Mr. Perot for exaggerating stories about his career. He later campaigned around the country for the Republican nominee, Vice President George H.W. Bush. In 2008, Mr. Bucha was a foreign policy adviser to Barack Obama's presidential campaign.




Mr. Bucha, right, and on the screens, in 2008 leading the Pledge of Allegiance at the Democratic National Convention in Denver. By then he had become an adviser to Barack Obama.




There was a point of consistency across his political stances, Ms. Whaley, his daughter, said: "He was a person who valued character and integrity."



Paul William Bucha was born on Aug. 1, 1943, in Washington, D.C. His father, also named Paul, was a lieutenant colonel in the military who frequently moved for work. The younger Paul, who was nicknamed Buddy to distinguish him from his father, grew up in Germany, Japan and St. Louis. His mother, Mary (Sikora) Bucha, was a substitute teacher.



After graduating from West Point, he earned a master's degree in business from Stanford University.



Mr. Bucha later engaged in business ventures, including in real estate and the steel industry. From 1995 to 1999, he was president of the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, a congressionally chartered membership group of recipients of the nation's highest military honor.




Mr. Bucha, second from right, in 2007 speaking with Colin Powell, the former secretary of state, during a Congressional Medal of Honor Society event. With them were the former N.F.L. player Tiki Barber, left, and the Medal of Honor recipient Robert Howard.




He married Carolyn (Maynard) Bucha, with whom he had four children. They separated in 1989 and divorced several years later. He married Cynthia Bell in 1996.



In addition to Ms. Whaley, Mr. Bucha is survived by his wife; two other daughters, Lindsay and Becky Bucha; his son, Jason; three sisters, Maryanne Hertzer, Judy Shelton and Sandra Bucha-Kerscher; and nine grandchildren. He and his wife lived in Ridgefield, Conn., for many years but had more recently been living in North Salem, N.Y.



Mr. Bucha frequently gave public addresses on leadership and politics. On Memorial Day in 2018, as The Times reported, 
he appeared before
 a mostly rich and white crowd at a country club in Greenwich, Conn., and spoke in defense of racial-justice protests being staged by athletes.



Though Mr. Bucha became well known for his Medal of Honor, he often appeared publicly without it.



"I never wear it if I'm giving a speech that might get political," he told the Purple Heart Mission. The medal, he said, belonged not principally to him but to the men he had fought alongside, and he did not want to say anything while wearing it that they might have disagreed with.
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Howie Cohen, Whose Alka-Seltzer Ads Spawned Catchphrases, Dies at 81



A copywriter, he and a partner in 1972 came up with "Try it, you'll like it" and "I can't believe I ate that whole thing." Soon, sales were, well, fizzing.




Howie Cohen in 2019 holding a copy of his memoir. About 85 percent of Americans said they could identify with his slogan "I can't believe I ate the whole thing" (though the original line actually had it as "that" thing).




By Sam Roberts


Aug 09, 2024


Howie Cohen, an advertising copywriter, often said he was congenitally familiar with indigestion. So perhaps it was only natural that in the 1970s, he, along with an ad agency colleague, would conjure up a catchy slogan that would not only sell more Alka-Seltzer but also become an American pop culture punchline: "I can't believe I ate the whole thing."



That bedside lament, spoken by the comedian and dialectician 
Milt Moss
 -- he actually said 
that
 thing on camera -- vaulted from a 30-second TV commercial to sweatshirts, supermarket windows and even church marquees.



It proved even more popular than "
Try it, you'll like it
," the first catchphrase for Alka-Seltzer that Mr. Cohen coined with his business partner, Bob Pasqualina, an art director at the Manhattan agency Wells Rich Greene.



Mr. Cohen, who helped popularize products and companies like Petco ("Where the pets go") and the fast-food chain Jack in the Box (
exploding its clown
 mascot in a TV commercial in announcing a new, more sophisticated menu), died on March 2 at his home in Los Angeles. He was 81.



His death, which wasn't widely reported at the time, 
was announced
 on Facebook by his brother, Jerry, who said the cause was cancer.



Alka-Seltzer's creative advertising had already found success in the 1950s and '60s. It had introduced its mascot Speedy and its "plop, plop, fizz, fizz" jingle. It had brought "tummies" to television commercials. And it had played on cultural stereotypes ("that's a spicy meatball"), offending some viewers. But by the early 1970s, sales were lagging.




Mr. Cohen, left, with Bob Pasqualina, the ad agency art director with whom he worked on some of his most famous punchlines.




Mr. Cohen and Mr. Pasqualina, who had recently joined Wells Rich Greene, were tasked with creating an ad campaign that would run until the agency could come up with a long-term strategy to make Alka-Seltzer a household name again.



Mr. Cohen recalled in a 2019 memoir that those two popular ads the partners came up with, both in 1972, were inspired by his upbringing in the Pelham Parkway neighborhood of the East Bronx.



The "try it" tag line had its roots, he wrote, in his mother's dinnertime plea that he eat the liver and onions that regularly congealed untouched on his plate.



"We only had 30 seconds, so we couldn't get too complicated," Mr. Cohen told 
The New York Times
 in 1972. "One of us came up with 'Try it, you'll like it.' We said it over and over again, because we couldn't think of another line, and the repetition became the thing."



In the ad, Jack Aaron, a stage actor who had appeared in commercials, plays a man sitting in a restaurant recounting a meal he once had -- an indigestible one, it turned out -- at the encouragement of a waiter, who kept telling him, "Try it, you'll like it." 



"I used to work part time as a waiter," Mr. Aaron 
told The Times
 in 1972. "Now I eat at Sardi's, and the waiters all say, 'Try it, you'll like it.'"



If "try it" was inspired by Mr. Cohen's abstinence, the "whole thing" line resulted from his overindulgence. He, Mr. Pasqualina and a production crew were in London gorging on an Italian dinner hosted by the director 
Milos Forman
, who had filmed a commercial that the two admen had created for Diet Rite Cola.



"I'm a nice Jewish kid from the Bronx, so I ate everything until I couldn't fit one more thing in my body," Mr. Cohen would often recall. "I leaned back in my chair and said, 'I can't believe I ate the whole thing.' And my wife said, 'There's your next Alka-Seltzer commercial.'"




Milt Moss in the "I can't believe I ate that whole thing" Alka-Seltzer commercial.




In the commercial, a woman, trying to fall back to sleep, urges her pajama-clad husband, who is sitting groaning on the edge of their bed, to take two Alka-Seltzer tablets to settle his stomach after overindulging. He repeats the "whole thing" line over and over. 



Both ads are enshrined in the advertising industry's Clio Awards Hall of Fame.



A marketing survey found that about 85 percent of Americans could identify Alka-Seltzer through the "whole thing" slogan, which would later be immortalized in the game Trivial Pursuit and on the TV animated series "The Simpsons."



"They say the best lines come from the heart," Mr. Cohen wrote in his book, "I Can't Believe I Lived the Whole Thing: A Memoir From the Golden Age of Advertising." "'I can't believe I ate the whole thing' came from my stomach.'"



Mary Wells Lawrence, one of the founders of Wells Rich Greene and Mr. Cohen's mentor, described Mr. Cohen and Mr. Pasqualina as "two of the most talented people we ever had."



Ms. Wells Lawrence, 
who died in May
, wrote in her own memoir that earlier Alka-Seltzer ads had grabbed attention and entertained, but that "they were not as believable, as earnestly sincere and therefore not as persuasive as Howie and Bob's sweet, funny commercials -- especially 'I ate the whole thing.'"




Mr. Cohen in 1965, when he landed a job as a copy trainee at the ad agency Doyle Dane Bernbach. He chose advertising over inheriting his father's steel fabrication company. 




Howard Stephen Cohen was born on Sept. 25, 1942, in the Bronx to Samuel and Jeannette Cohen. The elder Mr. Cohen owned a steel fabrication company that he had inherited from his father.



Howie Cohen wrote in his memoir that he grew up in a one-bedroom apartment adjacent to an elevated train. When he was 13, he was given a tape recorder as a bar mitzvah gift and began producing commercials. After graduating from New Rochelle High School in Westchester County, he attended the University of Miami and earned a bachelor's degree in business from New York University.



Destined to inherit his father's company but eager not to, he applied to ad agencies and in 1965 landed a job as a copy trainee on the Volkswagen account at Doyle Dane Bernbach.



He joined Wells Rich Greene in 1967; left to start his 
own firm
 with Mr. Pasqualina; 
returned to Wells Rich Greene
 as a creative director; became the president of its Los Angeles office; and founded another agency with the adman Mark Johnson, which he sold in 1997 to the Phelps Group. He remained as partner and chief creative officer until he retired in 2017. He also wrote a blog called Mad Mensch.



In addition to his brother, his survivors include his wife, Carol (Trifari) Cohen, whom he married in 1972; two children, Jonathan and Johanna; a stepdaughter, Cristina; and a granddaughter.



In 2012, Mr. Cohen was 
asked by Google
 to reimagine the "I can't believe I ate the whole thing" ad for 
a 21st-century digital version
.



"I look at the internet tools and technologies that we have and see exciting new ways to express an idea," he told 
The Los Angeles Times
. "But emotions will always trump algorithms. Advertising is about connecting in a human way."
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Times Insider



In South Korea, Documenting a Divide Over Work-Life Balance



The reporter Jin Yu Young wrote about companies that have pushed their managers to work longer hours, a move that has not gone over well with some young people in the country.




In South Korea, influential companies are promoting longer working hours for managers and executives.




By Jin Yu Young


Aug 15, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



I spent much of my childhood in the United States and Canada but have lived in South Korea for all of my adult life. I have noticed one stark contrast between the places I grew up in and South Korea: people's attitude toward work. In North America, it seems to me that people look for jobs that they are interested in or passionate about. In South Korea, people often prioritize jobs that offer prestige and better reputations.



As a reporter covering South Korea from the Seoul bureau of The New York Times, I have written about the country's 
cutthroat education system
. It may come as no surprise that South Korea's work culture is also rigorous. There is a 
lot of data
 to prove this, and more than enough anecdotes about employees working extremely long hours. But to have the nation's largest companies go on the record about 
implementing longer working hours
 for managers -- a response to a downturn in business -- is another thing altogether.



The news about longer hours appeared on my radar in the spring. Through online forums, and later from the local news, I learned that some influential South Korean companies were advocating longer hours, and in some cases, even encouraging managers to come to the office six days a week.



Rich Barbieri, the deputy business editor in Seoul, approached me about taking on the story. The news could serve as a peg and hook into a deep-dive enterprise on South Korea's current and former labor laws. This looking-glass type of article is my favorite to report and write. Telling a story with real voices and experiences is how, I think, we preserve our humanity in our journalistic quest to record the present for posterity.



The first task was to find companies that were willing to go on the record about asking managers to work longer hours. As many business journalists know, it's often difficult to breach the barrier of tight-lipped spokespeople. I spoke to a handful of them to confirm the news. It took multiple tries: I had almost a dozen phone calls with one company before getting anything on the record. A company that did agree to speak on the record mentioned that one of its divisions had done poorly in recent months; executives and leaders within the company were expected to come to its rescue. (Translation: They would work longer hours.)



Another key element for my article would be to speak with someone who had worked in South Korea before and after 2004, when workweeks were capped at five days. I wanted to find someone who could speak about the nation's work culture at a time when many people were accustomed to working more than five days a week.



I had interviewed Lim Hyun-kyu, who worked for Samsung for over 30 years, for a 
previous article
 on the country's role in the semiconductor industry. While our conversation at the time was short, he was incredibly knowledgeable about South Korean business practices at large.



In July, he gladly agreed to speak to me again. In his office, we spoke at length about his experience working in the 1970s and '80s, and the recent paradigm shift in work values. Mr. Lim mentioned that his son has a very different relationship with work than he'd had.



To me, this article had as much of a generational element as it did a business one. In an interview, Joon Han, a sociology professor at Yonsei University, said that unlike previous generations, today's job seekers in South Korea value work-life balance and flexibility.



In Korean, there is a term called 
nunchi
, which doesn't have a direct English translation but signifies one's ability to read the room, a kind of implicit pressure. It's a large part of our culture. In a corporate setting, it might include meeting your bosses' expectations without being asked to. While the six-day workweek may apply only to executive leaders, younger workers say it's only a matter of time before it trickles down the ranks. I wanted to include their voices as well.



"Companies say they're only making managers come in on the weekend, but if you see your boss working on a Saturday, you're going to feel nunchi," said Kim Seol, a representative of the Youth Community Union, a labor group for people ages 15 to 39.




In 2019, Pengsoo beat the pop group BTS to become South Korea's "person of the year."




Many younger employees no longer want to live in a society like this. I worked last year on an article about the 
Metaverse and its foray into the entertainment industry.
 My Times colleagues were enamored by one of the characters, 
Pengsoo
, a life-size penguin with a jarring voice and a snappy attitude that quickly became popular among those in their 20s and 30s for its no-nonsense remarks. Experts told me the popularity of Pengsoo -- who was named South Korea's "person of the year" in 2019 -- speaks to changing norms around hierarchy and work culture in South Korea.



My article on South Korea's evolving workweek performed better than expected. I didn't expect so many comments and mentions on social media. Even though the article is about South Korea, perhaps it resonated with readers around the world because they are also examining their own relationships with the office. Speaking with my editor Rich this month, he said taking the pulse of work culture in South Korea could be something we can continue to do in the future. Hopefully, not on the weekends.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/15/insider/south-korea-labor.html
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Quotation of the Day: Fleeing Sudan Conflict, Only to Find in England a Mob Menacing Them


Aug 15, 2024


"This is not freedom."



YAQOOB ADAM
, who fled war-torn Sudan for Britain in 2016 and has become a leader in the refugee community in Rotherham, on the lingering fears among refugees after anti-immigrant riots in the U.K.
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the well newsletter



4 Ways to Keep Your Vacation Going After You're Back



Those good vibes seem to disappear immediately, but it's possible to extend them.








By Jancee Dunn


Aug 09, 2024


After I returned from a recent family vacation, I was struck by just how much time my husband and I spend discussing our paper towel supply. Are levels getting dangerously low? Is it time to restock? Our recycling bin comes up a lot, too.



During our weeklong stay in Europe, we had actual conversations. We were chattier, more relaxed versions of ourselves. Vacations are not real life, of course, but still I wondered if there was anything we could do to keep that feeling going all year long.



Researchers have spotted connections between vacations and 
lower stress
, a 
healthier heart rate
 and 
increased creativity
. And there's some evidence that those benefits can linger for weeks.



But research also suggests that they do wear off eventually, particularly if you have a high-stress job, said Sarah Pressman, a professor of psychological science at the University of California. But, she added, you can build in habits to prolong that well-being.



Here's how to do it.



Do a "mini version" of your favorite thing.



The first step, Dr. Pressman said, is to reflect on your vacation: What did you love doing the most? Was it family dinners with great conversations? Was it daily naps?



Then, she said, "try to find a mini version of that." If you loved biking on vacation, she said, start with a weekly bike ride. If you loved exploring, she said, meet a friend in a new town or neighborhood and act like a tourist.



I told Dr. Pressman that when I was on vacation, I loved reading novels during the day. After our chat, I've been waking up a few minutes earlier and reading instead of reaching for my phone. Right now I'm immersed in a thriller, which makes me more eager to get up.



Get outside.



Some people spend more time outdoors on their vacations, and the research is robust that green spaces provide 
health benefits galore
.



If you miss being outside, aim for "snackable bits of nature" near your home, said John Zelenski, professor of psychology of Carleton University in Ottawa and director of its Happiness Laboratory.



Go to a park for a few minutes or hang a bird feeder, he said. (After I became enthralled by the hummingbirds in Costa Rica, I realized that New Jersey had them, too. I hung some feeders, which bring me daily joy.)



For his part, Dr. Zelenski likes going on remote camping trips and that's driven his interest in urban nature, he said. "I'm sometimes amazed at what animals can be seen in downtown Ottawa."



Or, while the weather permits, see if you can take any indoor activities, like a weekly meal with friends, outside, said Dr. Pressman.



Engage your senses.



If certain scents, tastes or sounds lifted your spirits on vacation, try to replicate them at home, said Pearl Katz, author of "Everyday Rituals: The Liberating Power of Our Routines."



Cook a meal that you loved on vacation or play some local music that you heard, she said. My colleague likes to 
play bossa nova
 when it rains, which instantly takes her back to the months she spent in Brazil.



Scent is "very powerful," Dr. Katz added. If you stayed in a place where, for example, lavender grew, you could buy a plant at home, she said. Taking a deep sniff, she said, can conjure up visceral memories of where you were, or the happiness and freedom you felt. "It brings back a whole panoply of things," she said.



Display a memento.



Don't discount the value of souvenirs. They can have a lasting effect on our happiness, said Jeff Galak, an associate professor of marketing at Carnegie Mellon University. In fact, 
his research
 has found that items with high sentimental value can bring us sustained happiness.



Dr. Galak and his partner bring home a magnet from every trip they take, and put it on the dishwasher because their fridge isn't magnetic. He doesn't notice the magnets every time he loads plates, he said, but he gets a hit of pleasure when he does: "Like, 'Oh, San Francisco, that was a great trip.'"



I loved an idea that Priya Parker, author of "The Art of Gathering," recently 
posted on Instagram
. She went on a road trip with her 9-year-old son and brought two blank sketchbooks and a set of pens. When they stopped at places, she and her son would sit and draw together.



I am going to bring sketchbooks on my next trip. Until then, my husband and I have made a pact that we're going to spend 10 minutes a day talking about anything other than paper towels.



Your dating "yellow flags."



Two weeks ago, I wrote about "
yellow flags
" that dating experts watch out for. Hundreds of you wrote in to share your own. Here are three, among many, that I loved.



?



When he won't introduce you to any of his friends or family, and every get together has to be "one-on-one." -- 
Doug, Ontario



?



If they tell you how you should feel about something rather than accepting your experience. If this happens a lot, it could be that they go through life telling rather than listening. 
-- Craig, California



?



Here's a yellow flag that many might see as a green: The daily "Good morning, Beautiful!" text from a man you've only just met. 
-- Anna, New York



Even small amounts of alcohol affect your driving. Is the legal limit too high?



Drunk-driving deaths have risen in the United States in recent years. Experts say that the legal blood alcohol limit is too high, and point to Utah, where fatal car crashes fell 20 percent after the limit was lowered.



Read the article: 
How Much Alcohol Is Too Much for a Driver?



A new study finds that straight women have fewer orgasms than their partners do.



In an analysis of over 24,000 people, researchers found that this "orgasm gap" persists even with age and experience. Catherine Pearson asked experts how to close it.



Read the article: 
The 'Orgasm Gap' Isn't Going Away for Straight Women



The Week in Well



Here are some stories you don't want to miss:
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Corrections: Aug. 15, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024.


Aug 15, 2024


INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a study highlighting how extreme rainfall was made 10 percent heavier by human-caused climate change misstated the name of a scientific organization. It is the Kentucky Geologic Survey, not the Kentucky Geologic Society.



OPINION



Paul Krugman's 
column
 on Tuesday misspelled the surname of a Fox News host. He is Jesse Watters, not Waters.



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Aug. 7 about the composer Walter Arlen overstated what is known about the ancestry of the Spanish Catholic mystic St. John of the Cross, whose poetry Mr. Arlen set to music. He was once thought to have had Jewish ancestors who were forced to convert, although scholars disagree about the conclusiveness of the evidence; it is not the case that his parents were Jewish and forced to convert.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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Critic's Notebook



My Midsummer Dream: 7 Plays, 5 Days, 4 Stages, 1 Story



At the Stratford Festival, a remix of genders and genres tells a brand-new, age-old tale of personal freedom.




Mark Uhre, center left, as Nick Bottom, and Dan Chameroy, center right, as Nostradamus with members of the "Something Rotten" cast.




By Jesse Green


Aug 13, 2024


Walking the streets of this almost-too-charming town along the I-kid-you-not Avon River, I've often had the experience of hearing voices in my head.



I am but mad north-northwest, 
as Hamlet would have it
. After all, at the Stratford Festival, 400 miles in that direction from my usual haunts, internal voices are utterly normal, the result of seeing, cheek by jowl, so many new productions. After you see two or three, they start a conversation, sometimes delighting in what they have in common and sometimes arguing about what they don't.



During a visit in July, those voices were louder than ever. The five plays and two musicals I caught in five days on four stages were not just conversing but collaborating, seeming to scribble in one another's scripts. "Twelfth Night" wrote part of "La Cage aux Folles." "Something Rotten" cribbed "Romeo and Juliet." "Hedda Gabler" and "The Goat" drank from the same bloody fountain.



And "Cymbeline"? Well, that little-loved Shakespeare once again proved to be mad on its own.



The clash and coupling of such seemingly different works is the great value, and great pleasure, of the repertory system, one so difficult to sustain that few theaters bother anymore. Stratford is by every measure -- budget, employment, attendance, production -- the largest repertory theater in North America, and likely the largest nonprofit theater, period.



Also the broadest. Where else could you take in so easily 
a program so diverse, by genre, era, style and origin
? Indeed, if you hit the right part of the season, which this year began on April 16 and runs through Nov. 17, you could theoretically see all 12 shows in one week.



That efficiency wouldn't matter unless the shows were good; in some years, that's all they are, and that's enough. But this year, both in scope and quality, Stratford outdid itself, with a thrilling "Goat" and "Gabler," a delightful "Cage" and "Rotten" and a scintillating "Twelfth Night."




Laura Condlln gives a vivid performance as Malvolio in "Twelfth Night."




"Twelfth Night" may be the skeleton key that unlocks the others. On the surface it's a remix of Shakespeare's favorite tropes: shipwrecked twins, star-crossed lovers, wise clowns, vain martinets. It ends, as such comedies must, with proper recouplings and the working out of justice.



Ah, but look under the hood, as Seana McKenna's production does so winningly. For a comedy, "Twelfth Night" is surprisingly melancholy; three of its main characters begin the play in mourning. The love story is vastly complicated by gender mayhem: The twin who is a woman disguises herself as a man, causing several "wrong" people to fall for each other. Nor is justice ideally just; the martinet, Malvolio, gets a cruelly disproportionate comeuppance.



McKenna connects and further complicates those themes by making Malvolio a prim, hypercompetent woman -- in Laura Condlln's vivid performance the kind who might have rapped your knuckles in fourth grade or frowned at your outfit on casual Friday. Even so, when she is tricked into falling in love with her lady, then tortured for it, you feel the unfair weight of society's ambient sexism and homophobia recalibrating the play's scales.



If you don't find those ideas Shakespearean, you're really not going to like the appropriation and reinterpretation that are the engine of "Something Rotten," in which two Elizabethan siblings seek to one-up the poet by inventing a newfangled genre called the musical. The show, 
which debuted on Broadway in 2015
, ransacks just about every play in the Folio, pilfering the gender switch and the martinet from "Twelfth Night" and, from "Romeo and Juliet," which I saw earlier the same day, a heady evocation of heedless first love. Donna Feore's breathlessly funny production winds these and many other references into a breakneck farce that delivers guffaws in gale force. I won't soon forget the dancing eggs of the not quite "Hamlet" they call "Omelette."



"Romeo" itself was less memorable, except as a premonition, anticipating not just "Something Rotten" but also "Hedda Gabler," which I saw two days later. Unexpectedly, the tragedies managed a fascinating conversation: Both end with double suicides, underlining, despite a gap of 300 years, the powerlessness of their female protagonists except when it comes to besotted men.



How tragedies influence comedies and vice versa is one of the themes of Stratford's gender- and genre-fluid season. The cross-dressing of "Twelfth Night" -- or, for that matter of any Shakespeare play, because the women were originally played by boys -- is a natural precursor to a show like "La Cage," the 1983 musical farce about Georges, who runs a Riviera drag club, and Albin, his spouse and star, acknowledged as the mother of their now-adult straight son.




Taking "gay acceptance to a higher level": Steve Ross as Albin (playing the drag performer Zaza) in "La Cage aux Folles."




"La Cage" is having something of a renaissance, with major productions 
earlier this summer at Barrington Stage
 and, starting in November, at the Pasadena Playhouse. But Thom Allison's heartful take at Stratford is the first I've seen that lifts the show's narrow concerns about gay acceptance to a higher level. Steve Ross, who has discussed his body issues as a "big, stocky guy," makes an especially moving Albin, becoming glorious not by squeezing into slinky silhouettes but by fully inhabiting the generous hourglass gowns designed for him by David Boechler.



There's something Shakespearean in that, at least at Stratford, where Ross and his co-star Sean Arbuckle, excellent as Georges, have long histories in the tragedies. Switching to musical comedy, they bring with them a deep feeling for the disdain with which society greets any deviation from the standard, yet also, in Ross's transformation, the joy of using disguises to explore parts of the personality that might otherwise be unavailable.



Though I saw "La Cage" on my first night at Stratford, Albin's lyric "I am my own special creation" echoed for days. The faces of disguise and revelation, spinning like a penny until they blurred, kept showing up in unlikely places. "The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?" -- Edward Albee's 2002 stunner -- takes the idea of being one's own special creation about as far as it can go, when a successful, happily married architect (Rick Roberts, gripping) falls in love with, well, the title creature. That he has a gay teenage son ups the ante: We easily accept him, but how far will we follow the implied arc of freedom?



For the architect's wife, played with jaw-dropping wit and fury by Lucy Peacock in Dean Gabourie's production, the answer is: not 
that
 far. But Albee, who did not live to see this late work become a classic, as it now seems to be, refuses to let the audience off the hook so easily. Though he provides a Malvolio-like defender of social norms in the person of the architect's best friend, that friend gets sliced to bits by the play's slashing argument, and winds up, again like Malvolio, in a kind of exile. But so does everyone else.




Rick Roberts and Lucy Peacock in a revival of Edward Albee's 2002 play, "The Goat, or Who Is Sylvia?"




Ultimately and unexpectedly, the multitude of Malvolio figures -- not just in "Twelfth Night" and "The Goat"-- pulled the strings of my Stratford theatergoing into a knot. I began to see him everywhere, perhaps in part because Juan Chioran, who played the anti-theatrical Puritan in "Something Rotten," also played his anti-gay kindred spirit in "La Cage." In works that address the opportunities, limitations and unresolved future of liberation, as so many of this year's offerings do, there must be an opposing force of oppression that says this is dirty, abnormal, a sin.



Or, in "Hedda Gabler," as it's usually translated, "People don't do such things." What's strange and powerful in Molly Atkinson's production (using Patrick Marber's brutal adaptation) is that even though the famous last line is uttered by a character who thinks he finally has Hedda in his clutches, it might have been uttered by almost anyone. The pressure of conformity is so relentless in the society Ibsen writes about that the character most desirous of freedom is the one least able to achieve it. Only in death can Hedda -- a stingingly neurotic Sara Topham -- escape what others think.



And yet, in a way, she doesn't. Hedda still hangs balefully over modern drama the way Shakespeare playfully hangs over her, and the Greeks, in horror, over him. What this year's Stratford Festival -- which amazingly has four more shows yet to open -- demonstrates is that these works not only converse but do so as family; even the most modern, "The Goat," is conspicuously a Greek tragedy. They are all chiefly concerned with the free, full expression of the genuine self, and thus with restraint as both enemy and corrective. If we are each our own special creation, how do we honor what's special in everyone else?
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The Tony Winner Behind 'Appropriate' Is Back. This Time, With 'Purpose.'



Branden Jacobs-Jenkins had Broadway success this year with a drama starring Sarah Paulson. In February, he'll return with a new play directed by Phylicia Rashad.




Jon Michael Hill played a wayward son who guided the audience through "Purpose" as a sort of narrator in the Chicago production earlier this year. The Broadway cast has not been announced.




By Michael Paulson


Aug 14, 2024


Branden Jacobs-Jenkins won a Tony Award in June for the Broadway production of "
Appropriate
," his blistering play about a white Southern family grappling with some serious baggage.



This season, Jacobs-Jenkins will return to Broadway, now with "
Purpose
," a stormy play about a Black Midwestern family wrestling with its own legacy.



"Purpose," which had a well-received run earlier this year 
at Steppenwolf Theater Company
 in Chicago, is to begin previews Feb. 25 and to open in mid-March at the Helen Hayes Theater. The Broadway production is being directed by Phylicia Rashad, who also directed the play at Steppenwolf; Rashad, best known for "The Cosby Show," has won two Tony Awards as an actor, for "A Raisin in the Sun" and "Skeleton Crew"; this will be her first time directing on Broadway.



Set in contemporary Chicago, "Purpose" is about the Jaspers, a civically engaged family of preachers and politicians. There are some parallels to Jesse Jackson's family, but the story is fictional.



In the play, the family gathers at the home of its patriarch -- a civil rights activist and preacher who had marched with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. -- to welcome the eldest son, a politician, home from prison as his wife prepares to serve her own sentence. The gathering is complicated by the presence of the younger son, a divinity school dropout, who shows up with an unexpected friend.



The critic Chris Jones, 
writing in The Chicago Tribune
, called it an "absolutely not-to-be-missed" play.



Jacobs-Jenkins, 39, has for a decade been touted as among the nation's most important young playwrights. He is a two-time Pulitzer finalist (for "
Gloria
" and "
Everybody
"), but "Appropriate" was his first play on Broadway. It took so long for it to get there that the production, which starred Sarah Paulson, was deemed a revival and won the Tony Award in that category. Now, Jacobs-Jenkins is working on 
a musical adaptation
 of Prince's "Purple Rain" that will have an initial production 
in Minneapolis
 next spring, while also preparing to return to Broadway with "Purpose." (And before then, he has a new Off Broadway show this fall: "
Give Me Carmelita Tropicana!
" at Soho Rep.)



"I'm shocked, honored, surprised, confused, nervous," Jacobs-Jenkins said in a phone interview, referring to having two Broadway plays in a row. "I definitely feel like there's some kind of turnover: In this post-recovery period, lots of surprising things are happening."



"I feel like suddenly my cohort is stepping into some new space that wasn't available to us before," he added.



And are "Appropriate" and "Purpose" related? "Not really," Jacobs-Jenkins said. "But it wouldn't be ridiculous to read them against each other."



Though the nonprofit Second Stage Theater owns the Helen Hayes Theater, this will be a commercial production. The lead producers include David Stone and Marc Platt, who are the lead producers of "Wicked"; the film producer Debra Martin Chase; the actress LaChanze; and Rashad V. Chambers, Aaron Glick and Steppenwolf.
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An Indigenous Author Says the Past Holds Answers to Today's Environmental Crises



Ailton Krenak was a child when his family was forced to leave their land in Brazil. Now, as a writer, he advocates for a path forward that looks to nature and inherited wisdom.




Ailton Krenak said that what he proposes is not "to end capitalism and go live in the wild," but to develop a worldview that has all of nature at its center. 




By Manuela Andreoni


Aug 14, 2024


When Ailton Krenak walked, barefoot, onto the stage of a packed auditorium during a book festival in Rio de Janeiro, the crowd hushed. He lifted the microphone, sending earsplitting feedback across the room.



He took the screech as his cue. People nowadays are too reliant on technology, he said; it is good to be reminded that "we are the ones who speak, not the little gadget."



Krenak, an Indigenous author from Brazil, used the microphone malfunction to launch into one of the main messages of "Ancestral Future," his new book: Technology often gives people the illusion they're tackling the crises humanity has unleashed on the planet, he said. Societies should, instead, try to chart the path ahead by looking at what was here before: nature, and ways of living that had all of nature, and not just human beings, at their center.



At 70, Krenak, a member of the Krenak Indigenous group of Brazil, has been in public life for decades, as an activist for Indigenous rights, a conservationist and a philosopher. But as the ravages of climate change and the biodiversity crises become more visible in the lives of billions, Krenak has never been more popular.



"I could say these things a hundred years from now, and it wouldn't have any effect. Or a hundred years ago," he said. It was the overlap of his message with a world in crisis, he added, "that gave it power."



Videos of his lectures
 and interviews often garner tens of thousands of views. After his talks, older adults and teenagers alike run after him for a picture or an autograph. Many say Krenak's books have changed how they see nature.



Duscelia Rocha, a retired teacher who attended the lecture in Rio, said that before reading his books, she had not thought about rivers and mountains as living things. "He brought meaning to it," she said of her relationship with nature.



"Ancestral Future," which was published in English last month, was a best seller in Brazil. His previous book, "Ideas to Postpone the End of the World," also a best seller there, has been translated into English, German, Japanese and other languages.








What he provides in his latest book, Krenak said, is less a solution than a challenge. He delivers a sharp criticism of capitalism and of a development paradigm he blames for making the planet increasingly uninhabitable. But what he proposes, he said, is not "to end capitalism and go live in the wild," but to strengthen society's relationship with living things, and to develop a worldview that has the fullness of nature at its center.



His argument for humanity's interdependence with nature echoes the work of other Indigenous authors whose books have also resonated profoundly, such as 
Robin Wall Kimmerer
's "Braiding Sweetgrass."



Krenak's experience living in a country where dozens of Indigenous people are killed every year adds urgency to his message.



He was born in Minas Gerais, a state in southeastern Brazil named for the mines that have been central to its economy for centuries. Many of the Krenak people were killed and driven from their land during the mining rush that started in the 18th century.



Krenak's own family fled their ancestral land in the early 1960s, when he was 11, after loggers and cattle ranchers moved into the area. His family left after they saw others be violently expelled, he recalled, ending up hundreds of miles south, separated from most of their relatives and from a way of life that was intertwined with the forest, the river and the animals on their land.



Krenak uses his break from an ancestral way of life, when nature was all around, to a modern world that was divorced from it, to ground his discussion about where the world is headed, said Bill McKibben, an environmental activist and the author of the "The End of Nature," a 1989 book that introduced the concept of climate change to a generation of American readers.



"He almost literally comes from a different world, and so provides an extraordinarily useful testimony," he said. "There are very few human beings in quite that same position, very few writers."




Although Krenak learned to read later in life, he became the first Indigenous writer admitted to the Brazilian Academy of Letters.




Literature arrived late in Krenak's life. His family's early struggle to survive meant he only learned to read when he was in his late teens. Books, he said, only entered his life when he was well into his 20s.



As a young man, Krenak visited other Indigenous groups across Brazil as he and other leaders built the Union of Indigenous Nations, an organized movement to push for their rights.



He became known across Brazil in the late 1980s as the movement fought for the recognition of their ancestral lands and cultures in a new constitution that followed decades of military rule. Many Indigenous people died as a consequence of economic development policies pursued by the dictatorship.



In 1987, he defended the proposal before the constitutional assembly 
as he slowly painted his face
 black with dye made from jenipapo, a tropical fruit. It was a powerful image, and the first time he laid out to a national audience a particularly Indigenous way of thinking and living that, he said, had been damaged by greed and ignorance but still stood, "in defiance of all riches."



In the years that followed, Krenak hosted 
a radio show
, organized politically and gave speeches around the world. In April, he became the first Indigenous member of the 
Brazilian Academy of Letters
. During the acceptance 
ceremony
, he said one of his goals was to document and protect Indigenous languages.



"The idea is to prioritize spoken language, and not text," he said. "What threatens these languages is the lack of speakers."



His books have a spoken origin as well -- they are not written, but derive from lectures he's given over the years.



In an essay in "Ancestral Future," Rita Carelli, his editor, argued that his writing isn't simply born from the spoken word, but emerge from his interactions, "nourished by his interlocutors."



The oral nature of his books seem to allow their message to adapt with each new audience. In the lecture in Rio de Janeiro, in June, the crowd was mostly made up of teachers, so "Ancestral Future" was about education.



He lamented children's addiction to technology. "I see devotion to technology as a substitute for the encounters that give meaning to community life," he said. "And without community life, humans get sick."



His message is timely. Governments are busy working on technological solutions to the many crises assailing the world, but they have also agreed to draw more ambitious policies to protect and restore nature. Increasingly, Indigenous people are part of the conversation.



R
esearchers have found
 that Indigenous people in Brazil and Australia are better at protecting biodiversity than many government agencies. And, in Canada and the United States, cultural fires, long considered harmful to native forests, are now seen as effective ways to prevent bigger wildfires.



To Krenak, these examples are "evidence that the future is ancestral."



Years ago, he moved back to the ancestral Krenak land. The Doce River, which runs by it, is one of his main sources of inspiration.



In 2015, a mining dam collapsed, unleashing a wave of toxic mud that poisoned the river and killed 11 tons of fish. In "Ancestral Future," he wrote that Watu, as the river is called in his language, will adapt. It is people who struggle.



"Water will continue to exist here in the biosphere and slowly regenerate because rivers have that gift," he wrote. "It's we who have such an ephemeral existence."



People have much to learn, he said, from plants, which can adapt and survive in a new habitat, or from rivers like the Doce.
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Five Science Fiction Movies to Stream Now



In this month's picks, crises occur both in outer space and in empty rooms.




Leonardo Ortizgris and Regina Blandon in "Sign Here."




By Elisabeth Vincentelli


Aug 02, 2024


'Sign Here'



Stream it on Amazon Prime Video
.



The rom-com/sci-fi subgenre is on a roll. For a nice date night double bill, you could do worse than pairing the very funny 
"Molli and Max in the Future"
 with this bittersweet take on dating and relationships. The Mexican director Enrique Vazquez's debut feature is set in a near-future when common wisdom holds that relationships last four years before souring. Whether or not couples still get along by that point, they split and people look for another partner. Getting ready to embark on a new contract, as relationships are now called, Fran (Regina Blandon) makes up answers to her matchmaking questionnaire, which messes up the algorithm. She ends up being paired with the sweetly dorky Roque (Leonardo Ortizgris), even though they don't seem to share much. But maybe love is not based on perfect sync, after all, and maybe it can last longer than four years. Or can it?



"Sign Here" creates a realistic world in which getting to know someone is simultaneously very simple and very complicated. But the movie's best trick is to make us just as invested in what's going to happen to Fran and Roque as they are.



'The Animal Kingdom'



Stream it on Hulu
.



In a rare feat for a genre production, especially in France, Thomas Cailley's fable-like tale earned 12 nominations at the 2024 Cesar Awards, including for best film (it lost to "Anatomy of a Fall"). This is a testament to the overall excellence of a movie that feels as if Francois Truffaut and Jean Cocteau had decided to collaborate on a hybrid of science fiction, fantasy and horror.



And "hybrid" is the perfect word here: We are immediately plunged into a world in which some people have started turning into animals. Francois (Romain Duris) and his 16-year-old son, Emile (Paul Kircher), move to a new town in the south of France to be near their wife and mother, who has been put in a specialized center after she mutated and attacked Emile. Soon, however, the teenager realizes that his own body is beginning to change. Cailley doesn't explain how this all began and doesn't get lost in practical details, either. Instead, he focuses on the human element, turning "The Animal Kingdom" into an allegory about difference, and how we handle those who are other. It's no spoiler to say that acceptance and ostracism duke it out, though that makes this haunting movie sound more didactic and heavy-handed than it actually is.



'Latency'



Rent or buy it on most major platforms
.



The professional gamer Hana (Sasha Luss) makes a meager living by testing beta versions of new products at home. Partly it's because she's good at it, and partly it's out of necessity because she has acute agoraphobia and doesn't go out. One day Hana is sent a new headset that's powered by A.I. and -- after extensive calibrating -- capable of connecting with her brain waves. When plugged into her computer, it gives the gifted Red Bull-guzzling geek the ability to bypass the keyboard and pretty much play games telepathically. Naturally, this reduced latency, or lag, gives her a huge advantage in online competitions. But it also further disrupt her already fragile psyche.



James Croke's film is a single-set model of efficiency in that it takes place entirely in Hana's apartment -- or perhaps in her head. As Hana's sense of dislocation gets worse and worse, fans of psychological horror may be reminded of the 1965 Roman Polanski movie "Repulsion," in which Catherine Deneuve loses her sanity, even if "Latency" is nowhere near as brilliant. More prosaically, anybody alarmed rather than excited by our blind enthusiasm for brain-affecting gadgets may find their concerns freshly renewed. Hana may not have been the most stable person to be given such a device, but the gizmo is still deeply disturbing. And it feels as if we're only a heartbeat away from it being available in three pastel colors at the nearest Apple store.



'I.S.S.'



Stream it on Paramount Plus
.



The International Space Station may be orbiting above Earth, but it's not cut off from our planet's affairs. Shortly after she arrives to conduct experiments, the American biologist Kira Foster (Ariana DeBose) finds herself dragged into the global crisis that has erupted hundreds of miles below. The United States and Russia are at war, and the I.S.S. crew's six members, which are equally divided between the two countries, receive stark orders from their respective home bases: Take control of the space station "by any means necessary."



The director Gabriela Cowperthwaite tends to overdo the foreshadowing, but her tight little space thriller makes good, unfussy use of its claustrophobic, gravity-free environment. It also doles out a fair number of plot twists and red herrings as allegiances shift and agendas are exposed. DeBose acquits herself well, anchoring the film with an unassuming confidence, but the secret weapons on "I.S.S." are Pilou Asbaek ("Game of Thrones") as a Russian and John Gallagher Jr. as an American, who are more complicated than they appear.



'The Abandon'



Rent or buy it on most major platforms
.



Besides time loops, "random person wakes up, usually alone, in an enclosed mysterious location" has to be one of the most common themes in under-the-radar sci-fi movies: After all, it's a scenario that's fairly easy to pull off on a limited budget and shooting schedule. Directed by Jason Satterlund (whose 
unauthorized "Star Wars" short, "Kenobi,"
 was a YouTube sensation a few years ago), "The Abandon" centers on Miles (Jonathan Rosenthal), a soldier who is wounded on a Middle Eastern battlefield, passes out and wakes up in an empty room. At seemingly random intervals, the room tilts on its axis and throws him this way and that, as if he were in a washer-dryer. The walls also move, closing in on him. And then his satellite phone rings. On the other end of the line is the voice of Damsey (Tamara Perry), a middle-school algebra teacher who's held in a similar room somewhere.



Both prisoners see cryptic messages appear on their walls, and together they try to figure out what's going on. As the film progresses, the tone switches from pure science fiction to something more like psychological drama as Miles and Damsey become closer to each other. It's hard to say anything about the ending without spoiling it, so let's just say that the payoff is somberly rewarding.
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Face Forward



Paying More Attention to His Appearance Than Hers



They're the same age, but pundits and voters can't stop talking about how much older Tim Walz looks than Kamala Harris. It's not the only way her running mate seems to be absorbing some of the scrutiny usually heaped on female candidates. 




At 60, Tim Walz is only about 6 months older than Kamala Harris, and yet many commenters on social media seem to think he's much older.




By Rhonda Garelick


Aug 12, 2024


Historically, women in the public eye have been described as women first, and everything else second: "women politicians," not just politicians; "women authors"; or "women artists," for example. Along with the labeling comes the long list of expectations, especially in politics, which typically breaks down into three basic categories: body (Is she pretty enough, or maybe too pretty? Does she dress badly or too well?); temperament (Is she nice or overbearing? Is she too emotional? Too ambitious?); and family (Is she a childless cat lady? A mother? Is her husband really running the show?).



Remarkably though, Kamala Harris seems to be evading much of this, starting with her perceived age. Ms. Harris will be 60 in two months. Yet she seems just somehow outside the category of age -- not young, but also not old or even middle age. True, she is more than 20 years younger than President Biden and telegraphs energy and exuberance. She 
dances
; she sings; she laughs; she's friends with 
Quavo
. But when she rebukes a disruptive protester at a rally with her trademark, "
I'm speaking
," she is the adult in the room -- fully mature, yet nowhere near "old." And also free of the staid or matronly connotations of the "middle-age woman."



Also remarkable was the fact that, when Ms. Harris named Governor Tim Walz as her running mate, suddenly, 
his
 perceived age, hair and appearance became the 
issue.
 At first, the press seemed unaware of Mr. Walz's actual age, which is 60, a mere six months older than Ms. Harris. A reporter on MSNBC explained that Governor Walz "balanced the ticket," because he was "old" and Ms. Harris "young."



His real age established, everyone started talking about how much older Mr. Walz looked. Social media blew up with people marveling (or complaining) about the "visual age" gap between Ms. Harris and Mr. Walz: "Even his military photos look like he was in Vietnam despite having enlisted YEARS after the Vietnam war ended," 
wrote
 one poster on X. Or this quip: "Walz doesn't look a day younger than Bernie [Sanders]." A few wags started posting pictures of Mr. Walz alongside more glamorous peers, such as 
Brad Pitt
 and 
Tom Cruise
.



Unruffled, Governor Walz affably 
blamed the stress
 of his high school teaching career for his weary look and sparse white hair.



When the Harris campaign highlights Mr. Walz's career, they emphasize how his politics demonstrate his warm, empathetic relations with others. His creation of the free school lunch program in Minnesota, for example, is publicized with a photo of a beaming Mr. Walz being squished in a 
group hug
 by happy school children. Ms. Harris even refers to him at times as "Coach Walz," reminding us of his days coaching high school football.



When have we ever seen a situation like this, where a top male politician is depicted as the cuddly, family person who loves working with kids? When he is scrutinized for signs of aging or compared unfavorably to handsome movie stars? Never. It's almost as if Governor Walz is absorbing and wearing the very gendered traits and judgments that the vice president has managed to shrug off or deflect.








Of course, Kamala Harris fulfills some traditional gender roles: She is married; she has two stepchildren. She speaks often of her 
love
 of food and her serious 
cooking
 skills. (She even once hosted her own YouTube cooking show, "Cooking with Kamala.") But none of these things define or overshadow her. They are acknowledged, checked off, then these domestic markers recede into the background.



As for her appearance, Ms. Harris hews generally toward a 
sleek uniform
 of pantsuit, silk blouse, pearls and heels, which "suggest fashion without being too fashionable," as Vanessa Friedman, The New York Times critic, has written. Her hair is mid-length. She is telegenic. But such details also recede into the background.




Hillary Clinton, who ran for president in 2016, came to prominence as first lady, as a "wife."




Just think of how the last few women with presidential aspirations were variously described: Elizabeth Warren, a former Harvard law professor, was called "a 
hectoring schoolmarm
" for offering expert policy explanations, and advised to change her 
glasses
 and hair. Nikki Haley, then 51, was no longer "in her prime," according to 
Don Lemon
. And the prize for the most female failings in all categories, of course, went to Hillary Clinton, who came to prominence as first lady, as a "wife," and was assailed for her hair and style, her presumed disrespect for "
cookie baking
" and for tolerating her husband's transgressions.



Ms. Harris, though, did not marry until nearly 50, and her husband, Doug Emhoff, keeps a relatively low profile. She has also had a long career entirely separate from her husband's and kept her unmarried name. All of this helps minimize the cultural weight of "wifedom" and domestic life. Ms. Harris also projects warmth but telegraphs a dead-certain confidence that might just have been impossible for a woman politician until right now, transcending the "niceness" and "temperament" issue somehow.



In part, this shift could be generational. Kamala Harris and Tim Walz were both born in 1964, the very last year of the Baby Boom. Yet many in that cohort feel no identification with baby boomers. But neither are they Gen Xers. They are people in-between. Perhaps in 2024, this status now enables public figures to be "in between" in new ways, to wear their gender more lightly.
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A 481-Year Age Difference? For Some Readers, That's Hot.



Disappointed by swipe culture and, perhaps, reality, some readers pine for the much (much) older "shadow daddies" of romantasy novels. 








By Valeriya Safronova


Aug 13, 2024


Girl meets boy, girl falls in love, girl finds out boy is 500 years old.



Sound inappropriate? Icky? Creepy? 
Weird
? Not for fans of romantasy novels, a subgenre that combines fantasy and romance, for whom an age gap of hundreds of years between a main character and a love interest is the norm.



With the arrival of megahits like "A Court of Thorns and Roses," a series by Sarah J. Maas, romantasy 
has garnered a huge fan base
. Many readers dissect characters like Feyre Archeron, the protagonist in "A Court of Thorns and Roses," who is about 19 when she meets her 500-year-old "mate," a mysterious faerie; they swap theories; and they rate sex scenes on a "spiciness" scale. Among them, there has been a recurring 
point
 of 
debate
: Is it acceptable for a 19-year-old to date a 500-year-old?



Some say it is not only acceptable -- it's aspirational.



"I've made poor decisions with regular men," said Asvini Ravindran, 31, a social media specialist who lives in Toronto and has 
a TikTok about books, including romantasy
. "Why not make them with an immortal man with magical powers?"



Fans of the genre refer to such ancient love interests as "shadow daddies."



Typically, the male creatures -- vampires, faeries, gods, angels -- possess dark and mysterious powers. They can be centuries old internally, but externally, they're always young-presenting and, well, hot.



And these shadow daddies are desperate to be saved from their tortured pasts by the love of a  spunky and yes, younger, female main character. 



But what's the appeal of a 500-year-old boyfriend, exactly?



Maybe real life. "It's about the idea of someone who'd be mature and experienced enough to share the mental load with you," said Elisabeth Wheatley, 29, a romance author and romantasy fan who lives in Austin.



She said that many women who read these books are in their late 20s to their 40s, with jobs and families to juggle, and sometimes lack support from a male partner to such an extent that it feels as if they're "raising children and
 
their partners as well." 



"I suspect the appeal of someone who's 100 or 600 years older is someone who wouldn't have to be taught how to apply for health insurance or fill out a car registration," Ms. Wheatley said.



Then there's the romance. Maddy Berry, 28, who hosts a podcast about romantasy called "The Smut Couch" with her friend Alexandros Ruppert, said that for her, the genre is a mental escape from the "u up?" text messages and Bumble profile pictures of men holding fish that constitute "dating in the human world."



"So many men are swiping, swiping," Ms. Berry said. Referring to the female protagonists, she added, "Seeing someone be so wanted, and being able to put yourself in those shoes, is magical."



The shadow daddy figure is not a requisite of the genre. Plenty of romantasy books feature small or nonexistent age gaps, older protagonists and queer relationships. Some have a reverse age gap, like "The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue," in which a 330-year-old female protagonist falls for a much younger man.



But enormous age gaps between younger women and older men show up often, including in popular books like the "From Blood and Ash" series by Jennifer L. Armentrout, the "Lightlark" series by Alex Aster,  the "Hush, Hush" series by Becca Fitzpatrick and "The Familiar" by Leigh Bardugo.



Ms. Maas, the 
current rock star of the genre
 with more than 38 million copies of her books sold, makes liberal use of the shadow daddy trope.



In addition to Feyre, the late-teen heroine in the "A Court of Thorns and Roses" series, Bryce Quinlan, the protagonist in Ms. Maas's "Crescent City" series, is in her mid-20s when she falls for Hunt Athalar, a brooding angel about 10 times her age.



For many readers, the acceptability of an age gap hinges on how deftly the author handles the power imbalance between the young female main character and her ancient love interest. Does she have magical powers? Does she have a life, interests, friends? Does he respect her boundaries?



"The last time an age gap bothered me was because the main character's inexperience compared to the love interest's was so emphasized," Ms. Wheatley said. "I didn't like her level of naivete."



For example, readers who grew up with the worldly 104-year-old Edward Cullen dating lonely, inexperienced 17-year-old Bella Swan in Stephanie Meyer's "Twilight" series have been reassessing the ethics of those books and movies -- partially because Bella is a teenage virgin.



"He's like a father figure to her," said Ms. Ravindran, who recently rewatched the "Twilight" movies.



But Ms. Ravindran added that main characters in their 20s make sense to her. 



"At 20, I would have happily run off into the sunset with the promise of romance and adventure," Ms. Ravindran said. "If you asked me now, I'd be ordering a background check, I'd have to take vacation days from work and ask my husband if he's cool with it."
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Maine Will Vote on a New State Flag



A state committee selected a contest winner from more than 400 submissions. The Chuck Norris flag didn't make the cut.




Adam Lemire, an architect in Gardiner, Maine, came through with the winning design.




By Alex Vadukul


Aug 08, 2024


For more than a century, Maine's state flag has been a bit cluttered.



Against a blue backdrop, it depicts a farmer and a sailor standing on either side of an emblem that shows a moose beneath a pine tree. A star appears at the top, along with the state motto, "Dirigo," Latin for "I lead."



This week, Maine announced the winner of a flag redesign contest that state residents will be able to vote on this fall.




The current Maine flag has been in use for more than a century.




Out of more than 400 submissions, the winning flag came from Adam Lemire, an architect from Gardiner, a town of roughly 6,000 residents in Kennebec County. Mr. Lemire's minimalistic 
design
 shows an eastern white pine and a blue North Star against an off-white background.



Those who entered the contest were asked to follow guidelines that would make their designs similar to the state's 
original flag
, known as the Pine Tree Flag, which was used in the first decade of the 20th century.



Maine's old flag has experienced a wave of 
popularity
 since the state's 2020 bicentennial celebration, appearing on hats, T-shirts, tote bags and license plates. Mr. Lemire retained the simplicity of the original design while putting his own spin on the pine.



"For my submission, I thought it appropriate to select Maine's state tree, the eastern white pine," he said in a 
statement
. "The design is based on those I observed in Capital Park and Viles Arboretum while on walks with my 3-year-old son. The final design is primarily based on an eastern white pine in Governor's Grove at Viles Arboretum. There are 16 branches because there are 16 counties in Maine."



The flag redesign contest was set in motion because of 
a state law
 that passed last year, "An Act to Restore the Former State of Maine Flag." The competition's brief stipulated that designs should be "buff, charged with the emblem of the state, a pine tree proper, in the center, and the North Star, a mullet of five points, in blue in the upper corner."



A news release from Shenna Bellows, Maine's secretary of state, noted that the advisory committee included Republican and Democratic lawmakers, a state archivist, a state historian and a retired journalist.




The design of the original Maine state flag has had renewed popularity in recent years and now appears on T-shirts and other gift-shop merchandise.




Mr. Lemire's design, she said, "stood out as a beautiful, faithful representation of an eastern white pine tree proper. Should voters vote yes to Question 5 in November, we will have a beautiful state flag that honors our past and our future."



The winning design drew responses in Maine news outlets and online.



As one 
commenter
 put it in a social media post, "This would make one hell of an emo album cover."



Another 
said
, "No lobster?"



The Bangor Daily News 
published
 a roundup of rejected submissions. One that strayed from the brief showed the action film star Chuck Norris standing in front of a pine, weapons in hand. Another featured a humanoid lobster and the word "Maine" scrawled in childish script.



In a phone interview, 
Stuart Kestenbaum
, a former Maine poet laureate, considered the contest's winning design.



"The old flag has great imagery, like the farmer and the sailor but, as others have pointed out, it looks like so many other flags," Mr. Kestenbaum said. "People have rediscovered the 1901 flag in recent years, so there's a sense of renewal about it."



"We're the Pine Tree State," he continued. "Every state is special, but when you think about Maine, you really think about a sense of place, which is so important here. This new design does have a sense of place to it."
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Artist's Questionnaire



An Artist Documenting the Beauty of Queer Black South Africa



Zanele Muholi discusses visual activism, gospel music and walking more than 15,000 steps in a day.








By Kadish Morris


Aug 09, 2024


For the 
Artist's Questionnaire
 series, T asks a creative person a set of questions about everything from their earliest works to their daily routine.



The artist Zanele Muholi finds the people they photograph at parties, weddings and funerals. Muholi also meets them at Pride rallies and protests for L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+ rights in Johannesburg and Cape Town before taking the sitters' portraits in a setting of their choosing. Muholi, who identifies as nonbinary, has a nomadic artistic practice; they move their studio with them through the country. "I work as I go. From any space. Whenever I feel like photographing [and wherever] is safe and conducive for a shoot," they say. Their portraits are often black and white, which Muholi considers more timeless and less noisy than color, but the works are in no way quiet. In their self-portraits, Muholi's use of deep saturation and heavy contrasts not only dramatizes the pigment of their skin but also blurs the line between photography and painting. Their portraits of others are typically more spare but are similarly striking, thanks to the direct eye contact of the sitters, who seem to be assessing the viewer in return and whom Muholi calls "participants" rather than "subjects."



On a midsummer morning, Muholi, 52, spoke to me over the phone from their hometown Durban, South Africa, following stints in California and London, where they have multiple exhibitions on view. At the 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
 and at 
London's Tate Modern
 are surveys of Muholi's work from the early 2000s until now; the latter revives a 2020 presentation that closed prematurely because of the pandemic. Both exhibitions primarily feature Muholi's photographs of Black queer communities in South Africa, posed in scenes of tenderness and defiance, including "Brave Beauties" (2014-ongoing), a series of glamour shots of trans women and nonbinary people; and "Faces and Phases" (2006-ongoing), an ambitious archive of over 600 portraits of queer South Africans, which is accompanied by firsthand video testimonies from several of the participants.




An edition of Muholi's "Bambatha" (2023) sculpture during the fettling and assembly process.




On display simultaneously at Southern Guild in Los Angeles are new works exploring Muholi's interest in gender, sexuality and presentations of the body: Alongside self-portraits from their open-ended series "Somnyama Ngonyama" (Hail The Dark Lioness), begun in 2012, are large-scale bronze sculptures of the artist and of a clitoris and a uterus. In "Somnyama Ngonyama," Muholi combines techniques of classical painting, fashion photography and traditional ethnographic imagery; their exaggerated skin tone, nude figure and unconventional, architectural headdresses are the artist's reclamations of Black beauty. "The sculptural pieces [are] an expansion of [my] self portraits," exploring "the agony and ecstasy" of the queer Black female body, says Muholi. The sculpture "Being" (2023) depicts the artist dressed in clerical robes, head tilted back and one hand sitting atop a golden object that resembles a disembodied oversize labia. In their bronze anatomical works, as in their photographs, Muholi seems committed to individualizing the queer Black body, rather than dissecting it for voyeuristic inspection.



Muholi's creative work has always been synchronous with their advocacy, as they foreground the personal histories of people experiencing homophobic bigotry and violence throughout South Africa. They prefer the title "visual activist" over that of artist. "It's very important to make sure that as laws are put in place and transformation takes place, there's a picture that backs all of that [history] up," they say. They see their work as less of an individual practice and more of a deeply collaborative, explicitly political project -- "a project that not only speaks to the now, but a project that speaks to the future." Below, Muholi answers T's 
Artist's Questionnaire
.




Muholi examines their cast sculptures.




What's your day like? How much do you sleep, and what's your work schedule?



My morning starts with a walk to activate my body. I have trouble sleeping these days because I think a lot. I haven't scheduled much [work] lately. I was messed up by jet lag. I was abroad in San Francisco, then Los Angeles, then London. By the time I got to London, I was just in a state. Now, I've been doing some research in order to get started with a new project.



How many hours of creative work do you think you do in a day?



It's not like a 9-to-5 job. Sometimes it could be just an hour, and I'd be content and know that I've got what I want. It could be that I need one picture today. But I can't say I need one or two or three or five pictures every day.



What's the first piece of art you ever made?



It was a self portrait, "Zol" (2002).



What's the worst studio you ever had?



[I've never had] a fixed studio. My bedroom could be the studio. The lounge could be the studio. The kitchen could be the studio. My experience is to be supercareful and safe. If I work under a bridge, there's movement and cars. Somebody might come in a rush as we're using equipment. Security is always my concern unless I'm working indoors.




A resin copy of the sculpture "Muholi V" (2023).




When you start a new piece, where do you begin?



The first step is to do some research. Converse with different people to [figure out] if they relate to the experience [that I want to explore] or not. For "Somnyama Ngonyama," I had a deep discussion with my sisters, because Ngonyama is my mother's clan name; I needed to know more about where she came from and how she connected to that surname. Also, I try to sketch, but I can't say I'm good at that.



How do you know when you're done?



I guess when you can't move [forward] anymore, then that's that. But there's never any moment in which I think: "I'm complete." And yet, what you think isn't done might seem complete to [another] person who's looking at that final production.




To the right of a stack of fragmented casting molds atop a shelf in the foundry are black resin copies of Muholi's "Being" (2023) and "Muholi III" (2022).




How many assistants do you have?



[Since the beginning of this year,] I've been working with one person who helps me with [logistics] and also with driving. Before that, I used to work with three people: I had a person who wrote and documented almost all that we were doing, and another person shooting behind the scenes, and then someone who was doing mostly PR work.



What music do you play when you're making art?



When I used to paint throughout the night, I played South African gospel music a lot. This was between 2019 and 2021, mainly during the Covid lockdown. I have faith, and that keeps me going. I believed that things were going to be better because not only was I creating, [I was also] healing. It was deeply personal.



What's the weirdest object in your studio?



I have a lot of notebooks that aren't complete. I'll start sketching or putting down some ideas or thoughts that never get done.



What's the last thing that made you cry?



There's a documentary called "Difficult Love" (2010) [about the challenges faced by Black lesbians in South Africa, directed by myself and Peter Golsmid]. It features part of my mother's funeral. [Rewatching that film] affects me in so many ways because it's said that our late parents or family members are still with us, even though they're not physically there. So I cry and pray, hoping that my mom listens to me or that she's hearing me somehow, wherever she is. There's a time to cry when there are tears, but then there's crying when it's not about shedding a tear as such, but about a broken heart. That loss that makes you feel alone without having any tears. What keeps us awake at night -- that's a cry in a way. The thought of the many people I've photographed and lost along the way saddens me.



It's what we've been discussing throughout: the importance of documenting Black lives and queer lives because of that fraught relationship between life and death for marginalized peoples.



The loss isn't even past tense. It's now. It's the thought of tomorrow, of losing those we don't even know yet.




A hook rack of casting gear.




When did you first feel comfortable saying you're a professional artist?



For as long as I can remember, I've said that I'm creating photographs that will speak to the future and change lives.



How often do you talk to other artists?



I haven't spoken much [to other artists in 2024] because I've been going through some things. But [for the 10 years prior], I engaged with a lot of artists. I had a scholarship. I had many projects that involved other people. It was a lot. This year, someone said to me, "You need to learn to engage in self-love and self-care." This year, I just needed to find a space of healing, to reflect, to process.



If you have windows at your current location, what do they look out on?



I'm in a coastal town now. I can see South Beach [from my home in Durban]. There's a breeze. There's water around. I feel better when I'm near the sea or a river or a beach.



What do you usually wear when you work?



When I work with paint, I wear dark clothing, aprons. But when I photograph [myself, I wear] many things -- plastic, different objects, wood, washing machine tubes.



What do you bulk buy with the most frequency?



Film and analog cameras.



What's your worst habit?



My worst habit is not even a worst habit; it's an issue of safety. I check whether I've locked the doors more than twice.



Do you exercise?



I walk a lot. I just came from doing 15,000 steps -- over four miles.



What embarrasses you?



Any kind of rudeness. I try not to be rude. People who like to insult people and who just won't say anything positive -- that embarrasses me. I try to not be unkind to other people, because I think that we need each other.



What are you reading?



I can't get over "Faces and Phases 2006-2014." It's beautiful essays and beautiful photographs. Even though I made it, I keep on going back to this book. This is the best I've ever done.
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Can You Be Emotionally Reliant on an A.I. Voice? OpenAI Says Yes.



A report acknowledged that users of GPT-4o forms unusual bonds with the software's voice response feature, which the company says warrants further study.




The OpenAI GPT-4o software has a voice feature that lets users have conversations with artificial intelligence. The company has expressed concerns about the attachments that some users have formed with it.




By Gina Cherelus


Aug 09, 2024


In a report released this week, OpenAI revealed that it had considered the potential for users to form an emotional reliance on its new, humanlike voice mode, which is featured in its popular artificial intelligence chatbot, ChatGPT.



Cue all references to the Netflix show "Black Mirror" and the Spike Jonze movie "Her."



The company noted in the report, which concerned safety steps that were taken during product development, that during early testing, users were observed engaging in language that might indicate the formation of a connection with the model. The software participates in conversation by receiving and responding to voice commands, images and videos.



"For example, this includes language expressing shared bonds, such as 'This is our last day together,'" 
according to the report
. "While these instances appear benign, they signal a need for continued investigation into how these effects might manifest over longer periods of time."



The voice feature was announced this spring as part of the ChatGPT app's newest model, known as GPT-4o. The new version of ChatGPT 
was unveiled in May
 and the voice capability was 
made available to paid users
 last week. It is expected to roll out to all users in the fall.



The report detailed a variety of the model's capabilities, limitations and safety evaluations, including the ability to respond to audio inputs in about 232 milliseconds, with an average of 320 milliseconds, which the company said was similar to human conversation response time.



The risks of anthropomorphization, which is the act of attributing humanlike behaviors and characteristics to nonhuman entities like A.I. models, are heightened by GPT-4o's audio capabilities, which allow for a natural conversation with the model, according to the report.



It also stated that the humanlike voice feature might reduce the need for human interaction, which can be an upside for those experiencing loneliness but it could adversely affect "healthy relationships."



Blase Ur, a computer science professor at the University of Chicago who studies human-computer interactions, said that after he read the report, it was clear that OpenAI found reason to be comfortable with what it was doing, but that it had also found reasons for concern. Therefore, he isn't sure if the current testing is "enough," he said.



"When you think about things like car safety and airplane safety, there's a huge, huge, huge amount of testing and external validation and external standards that we as a society, and as a group of experts, agree upon," Mr. Ur said in a phone interview on Friday. "And in many ways, OpenAI is kind of rushing forward to deploying these things that are cool because we're in this kind of A.I. arms race at this point."



(The New York Times sued OpenAI and its partner, Microsoft, in December, claiming copyright infringement of news content related to A.I. systems.)



Beyond OpenAI, companies like Apple and Google are working swiftly to develop their own artificial intelligence. Mr. Ur said that it seemed as though the current approach in monitoring models' behavior was to look out for concerns as the model was being used, instead of designing it with safety in mind at the fore.



"To the extent that we are in a post-pandemic society, I think a lot of people are emotionally fragile," Mr. Ur said, referring to instances of emotional manipulation involving A.I. voice features. "Now that we have this agent that, in many ways, can toy with our emotions -- it's not a sentient agent, it doesn't know what it's doing -- we can get into these situations."



This is not the first time that OpenAI's voice feature has been in the news. Shortly after the product was announced in May, there were concerns that the feature might be too lifelike in a rather specific way. The 
actress Scarlett Johansson
, who voiced an A.I. technology in "Her," said OpenAI had used a voice that sounded "eerily similar" to her own despite her refusal of an offer to license her voice. She then hired a lawyer and insisted that OpenAI stop using the voice, which it called "Sky," which led the company to suspend its release.



In "Her," the protagonist, played by the actor Joaquin Phoenix, falls in love with the A.I. software voiced by Ms. Johansson, and is later left heartbroken at the revelation that the A.I. has relationships with other users as well.



OpenAI's report, it would seem, is an extreme example of life imitating art, with the company openly acknowledging risks that have the potential to affect people in the real world.



The company said that the additional research of "more diverse user populations, with more varied needs and desires from the model," as well as "independent academic and internal studies," will help it more accurately define the potential risks.



It added: "We intend to further study the potential for emotional reliance and ways in which deeper integration of our model's and systems' many features with the audio modality may drive behavior."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/09/style/openai-chatgpt-voice.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Critic's Notebook



Tim Walz Seeks to Build Trust, One T-shirt at a Time



Kamala Harris picked a running mate whose casual clothes have helped make him relatable in appearance.




Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic candidate for vice president, has held news conferences while dressed in T-shirts and ball caps.




By Guy Trebay


Aug 09, 2024


A Nebraska native with a gun license and workwear in his closet, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota is, of course, now also the Democratic candidate for vice president of the United States. Whether in a blocky sports jacket and tie or a T-shirt and Red Wing boots, Mr. Walz brings to the Democratic ticket 
a kind of down-home lack of fuss
 that is seldom seen anymore in politics.



Though Mr. Walz outpaced tough competition 
to become Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate
, he still has managed to seem as unassuming as the barn jackets, workboots and sometimes rumpled khakis that are his wardrobe staples. He looks to be dressed for the job at hand, often as though that job involves standing on the sidelines of a football game.



Mr. Walz, with many of his clothing choices, seems to want to fit in rather than stand out. He regularly wears zip-up fleeces, chore coats, sweatshirts, creased jeans and heritage staples like a black-and-red-plaid Filson Mackinaw Cruiser jacket he donned in a campaign ad when running for re-election as governor in 2022.



To a large extent, his look distinguishes him from the triple-pleat trousers favored by Beltway dinosaurs or the stretchy Suitsupply uniforms preferred by many male young guns in the nation's capital. Even among his competitors in the race for the vice-presidential nomination -- Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania and Senator Mark Kelly, Democrat of Arizona and a former astronaut -- there were more regulation navy suits to be seen than chore coats. And that may be no coincidence.



Mr. Walz was a high school teacher and he served in the Army National Guard for decades. As an educator, he was "the picture of humble, masculine service energy," a former student of his at Mankato West High School 
told Politico
 this week. He was a "passionate teacher," the student said, one who paced between desks, seldom sitting at his own, wore a shirt and tie and sweated profusely. That was in the mid-2000s, right before Mr. Walz made his defining leap from the classroom.



Already a father of two when he entered politics, Mr. Walz served as a congressman from Minnesota before going on to win two races for governor in the state by impressive margins. Relatable in appearance, the 60-year-old candidate has often dressed for news conferences in T-shirts or ball caps that would not be out of place on the checkout line at Hy-Vee.



Like Senator Bernie Sanders, the Vermont independent -- another politician whose wardrobe priorities seem to favor comfort over styling -- Mr. Walz has cultivated an approachable image his backers are relying on to convince voters that he's the real deal. (Some of his garments, for all their workwear associations, are by no means a bargain: The plaid Filson jacket he has worn has a retail price of $550.) Mr. Walz's look is one with its own distinct tradition -- politicians as disparate as John F. Kerry and Lamar Alexander reached for barn jackets and flannel shirts when venturing into rural America.



"There's this funny thing in American politics that you do have to evince an Everyman or Everywoman persona to some extent," said Pat Egan, a professor of politics at N.Y.U. "It's always calculated to some extent, as with Fetterman," Mr. Egan added, referring to Senator John Fetterman, Democrat of Pennsylvania, whose shorts and Carhartt garb worn on Capitol Hill have been pointed to by some as inconsistent with his Ivy League background.



"You almost have to go back to Michael Dukakis to find someone like Walz," Mr. Egan said. "He doesn't own a house. He has no stocks. He gets a teacher's pension. Compared to a lot of folks on the political scene, that's pretty basic, if that's what we mean by authentic."



Authenticity, said Valerie Steele, the director and chief curator of the Museum at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York, is something many people are chasing. "It doesn't exist," she said.



"What we can do is spot is flagrant inauthenticity," she added, as well as a sense that some politicians, if not "more fake than others," substantially change their wardrobe to suit their ambitions.



Before accepting the nomination to become Donald J. Trump's running mate on the Republican ticket, Senator JD Vance of Ohio was most often seen in blazers and jeans in dark hipster washes. Now he dresses in the slick tailored suits and red ties that are a trademark of those in Mr. Trump's inner circle.



Mr. Walz also switched things up when it came time for his debut as Ms. Harris's running mate on the Democratic ticket at a rally on Tuesday evening in Philadelphia. For the big reveal, he chose a conventional dark suit, coordinating tie and a white spread collar shirt that would not be out of place in a boardroom.



The shift away from his customary football coach attire may have signaled his new elevated status, yet in some sense the changes were already in the offing.



Even before Ms. Harris vaulted Mr. Walz onto the national political stage, he had already shown signs that he had begun to give greater thought to the optics of his sartorial choices: stylishly squared-off glasses, for instance, along with natty blue blazers, snug trousers and the type of 
white-soled sneaker shoes
 that are all but standard issue footwear among fashion-conscious politicians these days.



And there was the hat. When taking Ms. Harris's call inviting him to join the Democratic ticket, Mr. Walz wore a camouflage baseball cap, a style that the Harris-Walz campaign has adopted as merchandise. The campaign's hat, with Harris-Walz written in orange on the front, was close in resemblance to a cap sold as merchandise on 
Chappell Roan
's recent Midwest Princess concert tour. The likeness was similar enough for the Missouri-born performer 
to share
 a composite image of both hats on X with the caption "is this real."




Mr. Walz's fondness for camouflage baseball caps has been utilized by the Harris-Walz campaign, which released a camouflage hat as merchandise this week.




It was real and, intentionally or otherwise, hip enough that an early production run of Harris-Walz campaign hats sold out 30 minutes after their release on Tuesday, according to Seth Schuster, a campaign spokesman, with an additional $1 million in orders received for the $40 cap by the end of day. (Delivery is slated for October.)



Not only was the merchandise savvy both in terms of "politics and fashion," said Todd Snyder, a men's wear designer, but "it kind of shows you the error of underestimating Minnesota Nice."



"People see the barn jackets, the Carhartt, the Red Wings, and they come away with this 'Aw, shucks!' image," added Mr. Snyder, who was born in Iowa. "Midwesterners are nice, but if you're not watching, we can sneak up and catch you on your back foot."
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Off the Grid, Extremely Online



In corners of the internet -- and in wooded, undeveloped parts of the country -- young men are documenting their efforts to to live off the land.




Nate Petroski lives on a property deep in West Virginia's Appalachian Mountains known as NarroWay Homestead. He doesn't have much contact with the outside world -- except for the millions of strangers who watch his content.




By Jack Crosbie


Aug 14, 2024


Nate Petroski's address doesn't help visitors find his house. Locating it, instead, requires specific GPS coordinates to a spot deep in West Virginia's Appalachian Mountains, and precise instructions on how to get there. Many of the surrounding roads are impassable without an ATV to traverse several creeks and muddy inclines.



It's much easier to visit him online.



Mr. Petroski, 39, is a prominent video creator in the modern-day homesteading movement, determined to live a life of semi-self-sufficiency "off grid," or disconnected from the power, water, gas and telecommunications lines that connect most residential addresses in the United States. But rather than embracing the reclusive life often associated with off-grid homesteaders in rural areas, Mr. Petroski is extremely prolific online, broadcasting his daily life to millions of followers on social media.



His property, known as NarroWay Homestead, is one of the most sophisticated and most-watched operations in a burgeoning niche of online creators who document their off-grid or sustainable living projects across the country, often promoting a way of life that seems diametrically opposed to the mediums they use to share it.



"Almost everything I own is a hybrid of ancient knowledge and modern technology," Mr. Petroski said. His water, he explained, comes from rainwater that runs off his roof into a self-filtering pipe and tank system -- and is then pumped throughout his buildings with solar-powered electric pumps.




One afternoon in July, Mr. Petroski and his wife, Jen, filmed a video for TikTok, which helps them support their homesteading lifestyle.




Mr. Petroski moved to the property in March 2020, after leaving his job as a contractor in Pennsylvania. He lived out of a camper as he slowly moved possessions and construction materials to the site, which sits on 102 acres of undeveloped Appalachian woodland. The area is remote, but not uninhabited: On-grid houses, tiny homes and mobile homes are sprinkled in clearings and meadows on a network of dirt and gravel roads.



"If you're going to homestead, find a place where people are living the way you want to be living," Mr. Petroski said. "I live among people who accept this lifestyle."



Modern homesteading is not a monolithic, doctrinal pursuit. The scope of what could be considered "homesteading" is a spectrum, from the aspirational "tradwife," or 
traditional wife
, aesthetic of 
Ballerina Farm
 -- the social media account run by Hannah Neeleman, who documents life caring for eight children on a ranch in Utah -- to the soot-covered William Uhlhorn, a Gen Z everyman who documents his efforts to build primitive shelters in undeveloped environments. In between, there are tiny-home influencers, 
#VanLife
 converts and others who 
went off the grid long before
 doing so held the potential for internet fame.



"The modern homesteading movement's big idea is that, rather than trying to change the world collectively and publicly, people are trying to reshape their private sphere -- their worlds, their homes, their own tiny network," said Jordan Travis Radke, a sociologist who has studied the movement. "They're changing their lives, but they want other people to see it, because they want others to follow suit."




The solar array and main living quarters at NarroWay Homestead. Mr. Petroski's is one of the more sophisticated operations among the modern homesteaders online.




Lately, Mr. Uhlhorn, also known as "Will Survives," has been working on another plot of land that Mr. Petroski owns, just 15 minutes away from NarroWay. That project, Mr. Uhlhorn said, began after aborted attempts in Oregon and New Mexico.



For the last few months, he and his childhood friend Jesse Ross -- who doubles as his cameraman -- have been living in a ramshackle arrangement of tents and vehicles while they construct a structure lifted off the forest floor.



NarroWay, by contrast, might as well be a five-star hotel. The homestead has a small complex of buildings, including a 300-square-foot living space equipped with a wood stove, air conditioning, running water, a washer-dryer unit, a full-size shower and high-speed internet -- all the comforts of the grid, with none of the utility bills.



With his wife, Jen, Mr. Petroski raises ducks and rabbits and keeps a small garden, but they still purchase most of their food in town, cooking it in an outdoor kitchen on solar-powered electric cooktops. A small Chihuahua mix named Minion is usually close on Mr. Petroski's heels, and an attentive 175-pound livestock guardian dog named Aslan oversees the rest of the property.




A wooden beam inscribed with the names of people who have supported NarroWay Homestead, either financially or with materials to help with its construction and maintenance.




On a recent summer evening, over a dinner of spicy "pasta a la Jen" made by his wife, Mr. Petroski talked Mr. Uhlhorn, 21, through the process of filing taxes as an online influencer. Like many full-time content creators, Mr. Petroski has multiple sources of income: He runs a line of coffee blends, beard care products and other merchandise on top of his sponsored partnerships with brands and the share of ad revenue he receives from YouTube and TikTok. He said it all added up to an annual salary in the six figures.



That day, his primary task was recording a promotional video for a TBS sitcom, which featured a short skit starring Ms. Petroski, Minion and himself.



"There will be a certain point where I'm good," he said, referring to his finances. "And then I'll do the things I came out here to do: hunt more, forage more, play with the dogs more."



As it is, Mr. Petroski follows no set schedule: He sleeps when he wants to, wakes up when he wants to. But his days are spent on the myriad chores a modern homesteader faces: tinkering with solar power arrays, feeding animals, checking the rainwater collection system and, of course, populating his social media feeds with videos of himself doing those tasks.



"I've had to relearn a lot of things," Mr. Petroski said. "I'm out here designing my own stuff, and I'm like, 'Hey guys, look what I've learned!'"




William Uhlhorn, known online as "Will Survives," has been living nearby in a ramshackle arrangement of tents and vehicles while he builds a more durable home.




That enthusiasm is infectious to Mr. Petroski's millions of fans, many of whom regularly interact with him in his Discord channels and comment sections. His comments are peppered with other homesteaders sharing their experiences, everyday homeowners chiming in about their D.I.Y. projects and a constant stream of questions about how Mr. Petroski got started.



Adam Judy, who helps moderate the NarroWay Discord community, said he was drawn to Mr. Petroski's videos on TikTok because they showed a different way of living and introduced him to a group of people who all seemed to be seeking the same thing.



"It's definitely a tight-knit community," said Mr. Judy, 24. 



Mr. Petroski's wife was a longtime moderator on the platform before she and Mr. Petroski met in person, at a yearly gathering he hosts for his moderating team. After hitting it off, she began to visit the homestead more often, traveling down from her home in Wisconsin. Last December, she moved in.



"I grew up in Montana," said Ms. Petroski, 48. "I was not unfamiliar with the whole homesteading, farming kind of life."



Dr. Radke, the sociologist, said that adherents of the homesteading movement come from a variety of backgrounds and political positions, but are often united by a shared sense that though "the societal systems and structures in which they were embedded could not be changed anymore," their individual lifestyles could be.




The office area in Mr. Petroski's living quarters.




In his videos, Mr. Petroski's only discernible political leanings are a sense of individualism tempered by the realities of his remote existence; at Narroway, an AR-15 with a lowlight scope hangs next to his bed. One morning, a flurry of gunshots from an adjacent property sent Mr. Petroski flying down the road on an ATV to investigate, handgun strapped to his side. It turned out a neighbor was just enthusiastically testing a new rifle.



Mr. Uhlhorn is similarly reticent on political matters, though he said life in the woods had offered him something society had not: a purpose and a vocation. Mr. Uhlhorn said his journey began when he was sitting on a couch during the pandemic, scrolling through TikTok. "I was like, bro, I got to fill my time with something," he said. "And so I just went out to the woods with a little hand saw and tried making something."



Once he realized he could make his hard work and online presence into a career, he said, he was all in. "I've always wanted to work for myself and like, make it out," Mr. Uhlhorn said. "This is a great way to push myself, challenge myself and, like, push myself as a person."



On the wheel well of a small trailer at his campsite is a silver plaque, sent to him by YouTube when he reached 100,000 subscribers on the service. (He now has 732,000.) Mr. Uhlhorn said he used it as a mirror to shave.



A hyper-engaged viewership means that the world beyond the homestead occasionally creeps in. Mr. Petroski says he rarely leaves the property anymore because he is often recognized, and an incident earlier in the summer left him feeling mildly annoyed with the way some viewers react to his content.




"I live among people who accept this lifestyle," Mr. Petroski said.




In June, some of Mr. Petroski's viewers called the local sheriff to demand a wellness check on one of his cats, an orange kitten named Katana, who had an infection. The viewers pressed Mr. Petroski to take the cat to a veterinarian, but he thought the more than three-hour drive to a 24-hour animal hospital would do more harm than good, preferring to treat and monitor the animal at home.



After a short visit, he said, the sheriff was satisfied that the cat was being cared for. (In August, Katana, while padding around the homestead, appeared healthy and playful -- she was the star of a Twitch livestream Mrs. Petroski was running on the back porch.)



"People don't realize how different life is out here versus in more populated areas," he said.



Mr. Petroski's long-term goal is to start a homesteading school on his property, to share with others his hard-won knowledge. But, before that, he must prepare for winter. The new water heater, for instance, needs to be insulated before temperatures drop to freezing.



In the meantime, he's proud of the progress he's made: the running water, the renewable electricity and the online community he's built around it.



"I made life luxurious with my own two hands," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/14/style/off-grid-homesteading-nate-petroski.html
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