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Mark Meadows tries to move his Arizona case to federal court 
Trump's former White House chief of state has unsuccessfully tried a similar legal maneuver in a separate election interference case in Georgia
By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez | 2024-08-15

Mark Meadows, former chief of staff to former president Donald Trump (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


PHOENIX -- Mark Meadows, Donald Trump's former White House chief of staff, has asked that the Arizona election subversion-related prosecution against him be moved from state court to federal court -- the same legal maneuver he unsuccessfully tried in a separate election interference case in Georgia.
The U.S. District Court in Arizona has set a Sept. 5 hearing to consider his request, which argues that he was acting as a federal officer and that his actions were within the scope of the president's chief of staff.
"Mr. Meadows has the right to remove this matter because he has a federal defense of Supremacy Clause immunity to the State charge and Congress has provided that federal courts are the appropriate forum to adjudicate such issues," his attorneys said in a July 26 motion. "The conduct giving rise to the charges in the indictment all occurred during his tenure and as part of his service as White House Chief of Staff."
Attorneys for Meadows did not immediately respond to a request for comment. A spokesperson for Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes (D), who brought the case against Meadows, declined to comment.
Meadows has pleaded not guilty to nine felonies related to his alleged role in trying to subvert Joe Biden's win in Arizona after the 2020 presidential election. He is one of 18 defendants indicted in April by a state grand jury, which determined that the defendants engaged in crimes including conspiracy, forgery and fraud when they tried to deliver the state's 11 electoral votes to Trump, instead of Biden.
Some grand jurors wanted to indict Trump, according to a motion filed last week by state prosecutors, who urged the jury not to indict him. Trump was described in the indictment as an unindicted co-conspirator.
Jenna Ellis, a legal adviser to Trump's 2020 campaign, reached a cooperation agreement last week that allows her to avoid jail time. Another defendant -- Loraine Pellegrino, a GOP elector and political activist -- had most of the charges against her dismissed last week after she pleaded guilty to a lesser misdemeanor charge.
In the final days of Trump's presidency, Meadows was among those close to Trump who allegedly evaluated a plan for how legislatures could overturn the will of voters through appointing alternate slates of Trump electors. Rep. Andy Biggs (Ariz.) was among the GOP members of Congress who communicated with Meadows about a version of such a strategy, according to text messages obtained by a U.S. House committee that investigated the origins of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Meadows was charged in Fulton County, Ga., last year with criminally conspiring to try to overturn Trump's 2020 loss in that state and solicitation of violation of oath by a public officer for his involvement in Trump's January 2021 phone call with Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger (R) during which Trump tried to pressure the official to reverse Biden's victory. The latter charge was dismissed this year, with the judge overseeing the case saying the indictment lacked "sufficient detail."
Meadows testified in federal court that he had no role in the effort. Prosecutors in Georgia, however, have introduced evidence that showed Meadows in December 2020 emailing about the elector plan with a longtime Trump campaign aide. 
In July, he took his fight to try to throw out the charges against him in Georgia to the U.S. Supreme Court. He asked the justices to overturn a lower-court ruling that rejected claims that his alleged conduct was tied to his official federal duties. His request came after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit upheld a lower-court ruling that found Meadows had not proved that his alleged conduct, charged as part of a sweeping criminal racketeering case, was related to his official duties as Trump's most senior White House aide.
Meadows's petition to the Supreme Court sharply criticized the 11th Circuit decision, describing it as "the first court 'in the 190-year history of the federal officer removal statute' to hold that the statute offers no protection to former federal officers facing suit for acts taken while in office."
Holly Bailey contributed to this report.
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Election 2024 live updates: Biden to join Harris at Md. event; Trump to hold news conference
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram, Azi Paybarah, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Tyler Pager, Aaron Blake, Meryl Kornfield, Philip Bump, Clara Ence Morse, Jeff Stein, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Aaron Schaffer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor, Glenn Kessler, Dan Diamond, Rachel Roubein, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-08-15
President Joe Biden is scheduled to appear alongside Vice President Kamala Harris at an event in Maryland on Thursday at which they are expected to tout billions of dollars in initial savings from an ongoing effort to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies over the prices of drugs used by Americans on Medicare. Though not billed as a campaign event, the appearance has obvious political overtones. Former president Donald Trump plans to hold his second news conference in as many weeks, this one at his golf club in New Jersey.
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Walz's false claim that Vance never voted for any pro-worker bills
Walz relies on a dubious metric, which misses at least two pro-worker bills supported by Vance 
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-08-15

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks to thousands of public service workers at the AFSCME 46th International Convention in Los Angeles. (Carlin Stiehl for The Washington Post)


"I'll tell you, his running mate, I don't know if that was a value-add to this campaign or not, but he's one of four senators, four, that has never cast a vote on a pro-worker bill in his life. Not once. A stopped clock's right twice a day, this guy can't get it right once, not once, for workers."
-- Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz, in a speech in Los Angeles to a conference of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), Aug. 13
Walz, the Minnesota governor, used an address to the largest public employee union to make a slashing attack on Donald Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio. He declared that Vance "never cast a vote on a pro-worker bill in his life. Not once," earning boos from the audience. For good measure, he added: "The only thing those two guys know about working people is how to work to take advantage of them."
Is there evidence to back up these statements?
We were struck that Walz said that Vance was one of four senators who had never cast a vote for a pro-worker bill. That was rather specific and sounded as if he was borrowing from a legislative scorecard compiled by an organization or interest group.
When asked about Walz's comment, the Harris-Walz campaign pointed to an AFL-CIO scorecard, which lists four senators -- all Republicans -- who have "lifetime records" of zero percent for voting on bills or appointments deemed important by the AFL-CIO, the largest federation of unions.
But here's the rub: all four senators -- Vance, Katie Boyd Britt of Alabama, Eric Schmitt of Missouri and Pete Ricketts of Nebraska -- are freshmen. So the scorecard covers only one year -- 2023 -- and only seven votes were counted. Five of those votes concerned nominations for Biden administration appointments, such as former Maryland governor Martin O'Malley to be Social Security commissioner. The only votes on policy issues -- bills -- concerned a resolution to block Biden's student-loan relief program and an amendment to promote access to voting.
Vance voted "no" in five cases and did not cast a vote in two others. The AFL-CIO, on its website, does not display a scorecard for 2024 votes and did not respond to a request for a scorecard on Vance's record this year.
For context, the average Senate Republican has a score of 3 percent.
In other words, this is thin gruel. Walz attacks Vance for not supporting any pro-worker bills, but the claim is based on just two votes in a single year. One might question whether student-loan relief and voting access are "pro-worker" issues, but this is the AFL-CIO's scorecard. They characterize it as "the definitive grade of whether your representative voted to protect or take away your rights."
Walz framed it as Vance never casting a vote for any pro-worker bill, not just bills important to the AFL-CIO. Unusually for a Republican, Vance joined a picket line during the auto strike organized by the United Auto Workers and said he is "not a big fan" of right-to-work laws that curtail unions' ability to organize. But he has opposed the Protecting the Right to Organize (PRO) Act, a major labor priority that would weaken such state laws.
Still, we identified at least two pro-worker bills that Vance voted for, which by Walz's definition would at least be a stopped clock.
As for Walz's jab that "the only thing those two guys know about working people is how to work to take advantage of them," he seems to be unfairly lumping Vance in with Trump, who was born into wealth in New York City. Vance's best-selling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy," recounted being raised by his grandmother and grandfather, whom he described as union Democrats: "All politicians might be crooks, but if there were any exceptions, they were undoubtedly members of Franklin Delano Roosevelt's New Deal coalition." His grandfather worked at Armco steel mill and was a member of the local union, the Armco Employees Independent Federation. Vance's uncle Jimmy was a member of the same union.
In other words, it's rich to claim that Vance doesn't know anything about working people. Walz knows this. In his first campaign rally with Harris, Walz said Vance "wrote a bestseller trashing that community." That's a matter of opinion, but it shows that Walz is aware of Vance's working-class roots.
The Harris-Walz campaign declined to comment on Walz's statements. After this fact check appeared, campaign spokesman Ammar Moussa provided this statement: "Trump and Vance have a history of making empty promises to working people, lining the pockets of the ultra-wealthy at the middle class' expense, and leaving communities worse off than they found them. A Trump-Vance presidency would destroy jobs, close factories, and send prices for middle-class Americans skyrocketing so they can keep their promises to their super-rich friends."
Speaking to a union audience, Walz swung too hard for the fences. He claimed that Vance has not voted for any "pro-worker bills," and his source was a union report card that covered only two bills in one year. As we have documented, Vance has voted for at least two bills that helped workers and had union support. On top of that, claiming that Vance knows nothing about working people, when that's the subject of his book, is also false.
Walz earns Four Pinocchios.
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With Biden out, voters are suddenly taking the election seriously
In part, it seems, it's because the election seems like more of a contest.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-15

A sign for Vice President Kamala Harris on a lawn in Washington on July 21. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


There was a reason that Republicans entered last month's convention with a sense of confidence. Polling showed Donald Trump with consistent-if-narrow leads nationally and in swing states. The Democrats were demoralized, unhappy about their presumptive nominee and fretting about the prospect of Trump returning to office. Both candidates were generally unpopular, with a significant number of voters turning to Robert F. Kennedy Jr. as a possible alternative.
Then, immediately after the convention, President Joe Biden withdrew his candidacy. Vice President Kamala Harris earned his endorsement and locked up the support of their party. And just like that, the entire shape of the campaign shifted.
That's reflected in polling released Wednesday by the Pew Research Center. Harris leads Trump by one point, a five-point shift in the Democrats' favor since Pew's July poll. That is driven in part by a huge surge in enthusiasm among Democrats for their new candidate.
In July, Pew found that only 43 percent of Biden supporters said that they strongly supported the incumbent president. Now, more than 6 in 10 Harris supporters say their support is "strong." Across demographic groups, that enthusiasm has jumped by double-digit margins.
White Harris supporters are 21 points more likely to describe their support as "strong" than White Biden supporters were last month. Harris supporters under 30 are 26 points more likely to describe their support as "strong."




There has also been a surge in motivation. In July, 63 percent of Biden supporters said they were "extremely motivated" to cast a ballot. This month, 70 percent of Harris voters say the same thing, with a 13-point increase among Black supporters of the Democratic candidate and a 19-point increase among those under 30.




At the same time, though, motivation among Trump voters also has increased. Last month, an equivalent 63 percent of supporters of the Republican nominee said they were "extremely motivated." Now, 72 percent do. Among Hispanic Trump supporters, the percentage describing themselves as "extremely motivated" jumped 15 points.
There is one noteworthy gap: 61 percent of Harris supporters under the age of 30 say they are extremely motivated to cast a ballot, compared with 42 percent of Trump supporters in that age range. Should the gap persist, it's potentially quite significant. Polling continues to suggest that results in swing states will be close, meaning that voter motivation could play a big role in the outcome, driving more or less turnout. If younger Trump voters -- of whom there are fewer -- are less motivated to vote, that's an advantage for Harris.
The increase in motivation seems to suggest that voters are suddenly viewing the race as real or contested in a way they didn't last month. If you think Trump is going to win in a walk or if you are exasperated about Biden, you might not be too worried about voting. But if you suddenly think your party can win -- or might lose -- that changes.
It also clearly undercuts Kennedy. Last month, Pew found him getting 15 percent of the vote. Now, he's in the single digits.




When they asked people who'd preferred Biden, Trump and Kennedy last month who they back now, nearly two-thirds of Kennedy voters had shifted to one of the major-party candidates. By a 2-to-1 margin, they preferred Harris.
This also reflects a shift we noted Wednesday, that fewer Americans view both candidates negatively. Kennedy was appealing in part because a lot of people who might be expected to back Biden were unenthusiastic about doing so. Now, they're enthusiastic about Harris.
Here's where we offer the perennial caveat: All of this can change. We will note, too, that it is not uncommon for the nature of a race to shift as Election Day draws closer and people pay more attention. But this year it is obvious that the midsummer shift in the race is more dramatic than it usually is.
The result is a more engaged and motivated electorate -- and one that is, for now, less likely to return Trump to the White House.
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Vance, Walz agree to Oct. 1 vice-presidential debate
On Thursday morning, JD Vance said he not only accepted the Oct. 1 invitation but also challenged Tim Walz to another debate in September.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-08-15

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks during a news conference in Philadelphia on Aug. 6. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) said Thursday that he has agreed to an Oct. 1 debate with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) hosted by CBS News, setting the stage for at least one televised showdown between the Republican and Democratic vice-presidential nominees before the general election in November.
Vance said he not only accepted the Oct. 1 invitation but also challenged Walz to another debate in September.
"I think we ought to do as many debates as we possibly can," Vance said at a campaign event Thursday in New Kensington, Pa.
Vance added that CNN had extended an invitation for a mid-September vice-presidential debate.
"I told my staff, agree to whatever we have to agree to, because I think it's important, again, that you stand before the American people and actually ask for their vote, not just pretend it's going to be given to you," he said.
According to CBS News, the network proposed four dates for a vice-presidential debate.

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) spoke about debating Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) at a campaign event after the vice-presidential candidates agreed to debate on Oct. 1.


Walz said Wednesday at a Boston fundraiser that he had accepted an invitation to debate Vance on Oct. 1.
"I'm really looking forward to how that goes. ... We have very different visions of America," Walz said then.
Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign also confirmed Wednesday that Walz had agreed to the Oct. 1 debate.
The scheduling of at least one vice-presidential debate comes after weeks of reticence from former president Donald Trump over whether he would debate Harris after she became the Democratic presidential nominee.
Trump had previously agreed to debate President Joe Biden on Sept. 10 on ABC News, but pulled out after Biden announced last month that he would not seek reelection.
After much back and forth, Trump said last week that he would debate Harris on Sept. 10 after all, according to ABC. Trump also proposed two other debates.
Dylan Wells contributed to this report.
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Republicans practically beg Trump to change it up. He's not listening.	
Calls for more policy, less crowd-size talk and fewer insults have gone unheeded. Donald Trump has signaled he won't change -- or can't.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-15

Former president Donald Trump speaks Wednesday inside Harrah's Cherokee Center in Asheville, N.C. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Former Donald Trump campaign manager Kellyanne Conway offered a recipe this week for Trump's struggling 2024 campaign: "The winning formula for President Trump is very plain to see: It's fewer insults, more insights and [a] policy contrast."
Fellow former Trump adviser Peter Navarro echoed that. "When Trump attacks [Vice President Kamala] Harris personally rather than on policy, Harris's support among swing voters rises -- particularly among women," Navarro said.
Trump is not listening.
At a rally Wednesday in Asheville, N.C., Trump called Harris "crazy," "stupid" and a "lunatic," adding that "she's not smart, she's not intelligent." He repeatedly derided her laugh, including saying that it's "career-threatening. That's a laugh of a person with some big problems."
And while the event was billed as a speech on economic policy, Trump made clear that wasn't really his preferred topic.
"They wanted to do a speech on the economy," Trump said, suggesting this wasn't his idea and adding: "Today we're going to talk about one subject. And then we'll start going back to the other, because we sort of love that."
He mused at another point: "They say it's the most important subject. I'm not sure it is."
Recent days have featured a familiar sight: a coterie of Trump allies taking to broadcast outlets such as Fox News, seemingly to send a message to Trump -- in the apparent belief that this is how you get through to the cable-news-junkie former president. They've practically begged him to change it up. They've sought to push him away from talk of crowd sizes and personal attacks on Harris, and toward policy.
But whether because he refuses to or he can't, that message is going unheeded by the "audience of one."
And the contrast continues to loom large as Trump prepares to hold another news conference Thursday in New Jersey.
The pleas have gone well beyond Conway and Navarro. For example:
Trump hasn't repeated his ridiculous claim Sunday that Harris's crowd in Detroit was "A.I.'d" and "nobody was there." But in both an event on X on Monday and speaking to reporters Wednesday, he played up his own crowd sizes.
"We have the biggest crowds ever in the history of politics," Trump said Wednesday. "We have crowds that nobody's ever seen before. And we continue to have that."
Trump has continued to attack Kemp, despite many in his party urging him to ease off a feud with the governor of such a vital swing state.
Despite GOP concerns over his previous attack on Harris's racial identity, Trump re-upped that attack in a news conference last week.
"I think it's very disrespectful to both, really," he said. "Whether it's Indian or Black, I think it's very disrespectful to both."
And despite many Republicans and Trump allies urging him to focus more intently on Harris's record, Trump has generally spoken only in platitudes about how Harris is bad, without keying on specific policies she advocated -- including liberal ones she took during her 2020 presidential campaign.
Indeed, Trump often appears more focused on his former opponent, President Joe Biden, than Harris. A transcript of Trump's X event Monday with Elon Musk shows Trump referenced Biden by name 21 times and Harris by name only eight times.
Trump's campaign has thus far shrugged off the calls for a change in approach. Top adviser Chris LaCivita on Fox News on Wednesday avoided directly responding to Haley's criticism when prompted. But he suggested that the problem was more about the media not covering it when Trump does talk about policy.
GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance was more defiant Wednesday.
"To the people who say that Donald Trump should do something different, they had an opportunity to make Donald Trump do something different by challenging him over three separate primaries -- every single one of which he won," Vance told reporters. "So I think that Donald Trump has earned the right to run the campaign that he wants to run."
Vance insisted that he and Trump are talking about policy, but he added that "we'd much rather have an American president who is who he is" and "who's willing to offend us" and "lets the American people see exactly who he is."
There's a lot of truth in those statements for the Republican Party. Trump is indeed who he is, and he's demonstrated very limited ability or willingness to adjust his approach. And Republicans have clearly made the decision to own that Trump, for better or worse.
It's just that it's mostly been for worse throughout Trump's time in politics, and the 2024 campaign isn't looking great either.
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Tic Tacs, tampons, turmoil: What Trump's 'economy' speech actually covered
An analysis of Donald Trump's speech indicates that more than 80 percent of it was about subjects other than the economy.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-15

Former president Donald Trump takes the stage in Asheville, N.C., on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Donald Trump brought some props with him to his speech Wednesday, promoted as an opportunity to hear about the Republican presidential nominee's economic agenda: Tic Tacs.
About halfway through his remarks, he held up two containers of the mints, one large, one small.
"I just happened to have -- somebody gave me this one today," he said, referring to the small one. "I said, I think we'll put it up as an example of inflation."
The point, it seemed, was to show (as he did last year) how Tic Tac container sizes had shrunk while remaining the same price. (His assertion that his use of the mints was "the greatest commercial [Tic Tacs] ever had" would therefore seem not to be true.) But he didn't actually make that point. He just held up the Tic Tacs.
Never mind the irony of Donald Trump criticizing someone for making a promise to consumers that was misleading. It's also remarkable that Trump would emphasize that he carries around Tic Tacs, given that the mints were revealed as his breath-freshener of choice in the "Access Hollywood" tape.
But the broader issue here is that Trump's "economy" speech was not a speech on the economy. It was a standard Trump campaign speech, with a few more lines about economic proposals slotted in on occasion.
Over the course of the nearly 12,000 words spoken from the stage, about 2,000 actually detailed the economy. And even those were generally a mishmash of robotic teleprompter pledges and off-the-cuff riffs about whatever happened to be on Trump's mind.




This is not what he promised beforehand or even as the speech got underway.
"We're doing this as a intellectual speech," he promised the raucous audience. "You're all intellectuals today. Today we're doing it, and we're doing it, right now. And it's very important. They say it's the most important subject." Later, he added that "I'm not sure it is. But they say it's the most important. Inflation is the most important. But that's part of economy."
Immediately after deciding that inflation counted as "economy," Trump got started ... by disparaging Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
"Kamala Harris wants to be in charge of the entire U.S. economy, but neither she nor her running mate -- he's a beauty, isn't he?" Trump said. "He signed a bill. He wants tampons in boys' bathrooms."
What actually happened is that Walz signed a number of bills related to the state budget, one of which dealt with schools and included new funding for menstrual products that would be placed in school bathrooms. But here we are, already not talking about the economy.
When he did talk about the economy, it generally went the way it did when he was talking about energy prices.
"I'm announcing today that under my leadership, the United States will commit to the ambitious goal of slashing energy and electricity prices by half," he said, reading from the teleprompter. Then, he turned to the audience. "At least. Half." This is how Trump operates: He reads his prepared remarks and, almost invariably, has to juice them up. Cut them in half? Nah, at least half! Probably more!
Back to the prompter: "We intend to slash prices by half within 12 months, at a maximum 18 months." And then off-prompter again: "And if it doesn't work out, you say, 'Oh, well, I voted for him.' I still got it down a lot, but we're looking to do it. We're looking to cut them in half, and we think we'll be able to do better. And every single thing that I promised, I produced. Every single thing. You will never have had energy so low as you will under a certain gentleman known as Donald J. Trump. Have you heard of him? So we think your energy bills will be down by 50 to 70 percent. How good would that be for a thing called inflation?"
Okay, sure. So how? Eventually, he suggested it would be by increasing oil production, which has already hit record highs under President Joe Biden. But not before asides on how even doughnut shops need energy and about Hunter Biden's laptop.
His central criticism of Biden's handling of the economy, which he blamed mostly on Harris for obvious reasons, is that bad things in the economy are functionally downstream from -- wait for it -- immigration. No wonder he began the speech by arguing that maybe the border is actually the most important subject.
Harris, Trump said, had a "three-step plan to destroy Medicare and to destroy Social Security." Not cutting funding for those programs (which Trump's proposed budgets as president consistently endorsed). But, instead, because she "has thrown open our borders," allowing immigrants to access those programs. Of course, unauthorized immigrants are generally not eligible for those programs, though portions of pay earned by many of those immigrants is withheld to help fund Social Security and Medicare. The other two steps of the three-step plan, incidentally, were in the same vein: misrepresenting both Harris's approach to immigration and the extent to which immigration strains government programs.
After fearmongering about the purported threat of violence by immigrants, he summarized his argument: "The Kamala migrant invasion is also a major factor in crushing your wages and driving up the cost of health care and the cost of all of your goods." Wages are up significantly since 2021.
Trump offered various other eyebrow-raising comments in the guise of discussing the economy. For the most part, though, he couldn't help but simply revert to campaign mode, despite telling the intellectuals in the audience that the speech would not be a political rally.
He spent 21 words talking about how he wants to lower prescription drug prices (without going into detail), hours before the Biden administration announced billions in savings from allowing the government to negotiate purchase prices. Trump also spent 90 words insulting Harris's laugh. And that contrast, perhaps better than anything, encapsulates his speech.
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr. tried to meet with Kamala Harris to discuss Cabinet job
Harris has rebuffed the outreach, while Kennedy also has had conversations with Republican nominee Donald Trump about a role in his administration.
By Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-08-15

Then-Democratic presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. testifies during a House subcommittee hearing on Capitol Hill in July 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. sought a meeting last week with Democratic nominee Kamala Harris to discuss the possibility of serving in her administration, perhaps as a Cabinet secretary, if he throws his support behind her campaign and she wins, according to Kennedy campaign officials.
Harris and her advisers have not responded with an offer to meet or shown interest in the proposal, say people familiar with the conversations.
The Kennedy outreach, made through intermediaries, follows a meeting in Milwaukee last month between Kennedy and Republican nominee Donald Trump to discuss a similar policy role and endorsement that resulted in no agreement. In those discussions, Kennedy spoke about advising Trump in a second term on health and medical issues.
The independent candidate and namesake of the most famous American political dynasty is exploring multiple options for the future of his presidential effort, which has seen a decline in national polling since President Joe Biden dropped out of the race. His campaign has produced polling, which it has tried to share with Democrats, that it claims shows both Harris and Trump would get a boost in their public support across 31 states if either candidate announced publicly that Kennedy would have a Cabinet role in their administration.
At the moment, Kennedy says he is continuing to campaign with the expectation that he will defeat both Trump and Harris, making regular interview appearances, releasing an "America Strong" plan for bipartisan governance and planning upcoming rallies in states such as Arizona and Nebraska. But he has also left open the possibility of bowing out of the race if he finds another way to bring about the change he seeks in the country, his advisers say.
"From the beginning of this campaign, we were saying people should be talking to each other," Kennedy said Wednesday in an interview. "That is the only way of unifying the country."
Kennedy said he hopes Harris reconsiders his offer of a meeting. "I think it is a strategic mistake for them. That's my perspective," Kennedy said. "I think they ought to be looking at every opportunity. I think it is going to be a very close race."
After the initial publication of this story late Wednesday, Kennedy and his campaign confirmed the outreach to Harris to other news organizations. On Thursday morning, however, he dismissed the idea of endorsing Harris in a social media post.
"VP Harris's Democratic Party would be unrecognizable to my father and uncle and I cannot reconcile it with my values," he wrote, referring to former president John F. Kennedy and former New York Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. "I have no plans to endorse Kamala Harris for President. I do have a plan to defeat her."
The latest round of outreach follows earlier efforts to convince Democrats that Kennedy would make a better candidate on their ticket than Biden. Even after Kennedy left the Democratic nomination fight to pursue an independent campaign for president last November, his advisers continued to press the case privately that he could replace Biden as the Democratic nominee.
Amaryllis Fox Kennedy, the campaign manager and daughter-in-law to the candidate, argued in an April email to Democrats, obtained by The Washington Post, that Biden could not win the race. "As things are, Biden is going to lose. If Bobby were to drop out, Trump would win by an additional two states," she wrote. "If Biden were to drop out, Trump would lose. Only Bobby can win this."

Supporters of independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. listen at a rally outside the U.S. Supreme Court in March. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


She argued that Democrats had to make sure a president is elected who could handle the responsibility of managing the nuclear arsenal. "I don't want a president obsessed with the size of his crowds to be given that sacred charge. My bomb is bigger than your bomb is no path to peace," she wrote. "Nor do I want to entrust my children's lives to the alertness of a president who, despite honorable service and due to the natural toll of age, I wouldn't leave babysitting my two-year-old while I went to the movies."
Democrats have for months attacked Kennedy because Timothy Mellon, a scion of a Pittsburgh banking family, is a top donor to both an independent group supporting Kennedy and a separate group supporting Trump.
"No one has any intention of negotiating with a MAGA-funded fringe candidate who has sought out a job with Donald Trump in exchange for an endorsement," said Lis Smith, an adviser to the Democratic National Committee.
Kennedy's campaign reached out this summer to Democratic intermediaries, including Hollywood talent agent Ari Emanuel and director Rob Reiner, in hopes of starting a dialogue with Democratic officials, according to people familiar with the effort who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. No meetings resulted. Representatives for Emanuel and Reiner did not respond to requests for comment.
One day after Biden had a disastrous performance in a June debate with Trump, Kennedy campaign staff contacted a relative of Airbnb founder Joe Gebbia in an effort to get a message to Ron Klain, a longtime Biden adviser who had recently been hired by Airbnb as chief legal adviser.
"The Dems should nominate Kennedy. He is the only candidate under consideration who can beat Trump," the message read, according to a copy obtained by The Post. "Please give it some thought. Kennedy would win, the Dems would keep the White House, and Americans would avoid the Trump reprise that so many across this nation dread."
Klain said in a text message Wednesday that he heard secondhand that the Kennedy campaign was trying to reach him, but that he did not respond to the request.
A person who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the interaction spotted Kennedy at a hotel this week in West Palm Beach, Fla., not far from Trump campaign headquarters and Trump's Florida home. Kennedy, in the interview Wednesday, declined to comment on whether he was in West Palm Beach or whether he has continued conversations with the Trump campaign.
Trump campaign advisers, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations, said they are still in touch with Kennedy and his senior team, and some of the advisers are expecting Kennedy to drop out and endorse Trump. In his pitch to Trump in Milwaukee, he also discussed a Cabinet-level job.
Since Biden exited the race in July, Kennedy's standing in national polls appears to have declined, suggesting that Harris has been able to attract some of his previous supporters. A Post average of national polls in July when Biden was still in the race showed Kennedy polling at about 9 percent. Since Biden dropped out of the race, the same average shows Kennedy polling at about 5 percent nationally.
Kennedy campaign officials believe that overall he is pulling support disproportionately from Trump at this point in the race, though there are state-by-state variations. Even if Kennedy did withdraw from the race and endorse one of the two candidates, his campaign believes there are states where he would not be able to remove his name from the ballot. Early voting in some states begins next month.
Kennedy said Wednesday that he had not had any contact with the Democratic Party since launching his campaign. The Democratic National Committee has launched an aggressive legal and political effort to diminish the appeal of Kennedy and other third-party contenders.
"The only contact I have with the DNC is them suing me through intermediaries," Kennedy said.
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N.J. Gov. Murphy to appoint former chief of staff to Menendez's Senate seat
Bob Menendez, a three-term senator, previously announced that he would resign from office effective Aug. 20, after being found guilty on 16 criminal counts.
By Maegan Vazquez, Tyler Pager | 2024-08-15

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D), in January. (Matt Rourke/AP)


New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy (D) is expected to appoint his former chief of staff, George Helmy, to replace Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) for the remaining four and a half months of his term, according to a person with direct knowledge of the decision.
Menendez, a three-term senator, previously announced that he would resign from office effective Aug. 20, after being found guilty of 16 criminal counts of bribery, obstructing justice, acting as a foreign agent for Egypt, extortion and conspiring to commit those crimes.
Murphy is expected to call Helmy on Thursday with the offer to fill the vacancy, the person with knowledge of the decision said. The person spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss deliberations that have not been publicly announced.
Helmy, 44, is a veteran of New Jersey politics. He served as an aide to Sen. Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey and later worked as a member of senior staff for Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.).
After serving as Murphy's chief of staff for more than four years, Helmy left the New Jersey governor's office last year to serve as executive vice president and chief external affairs and policy officer at RWJBarnabas Health, a large health-care system in the state.
He is also a commissioner of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. Helmy, who grew up in Jersey City, received his bachelor's degree from Rutgers University and a master's degree from Harvard University.
Upon Helmy's exit from the governor's office last year, Murphy praised his outgoing chief of staff as someone who had "put his heart and soul into serving the people of New Jersey."
"I don't know where we would be without George," Murphy said at the time.
Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.), who won the Senate Democratic primary for Menendez's seat, had indicated that he would accept the temporary appointment to the Senate if the governor asked. The governor's wife, Tammy Murphy, who dropped out of the Senate race before primary votes were cast, took herself out of consideration for the temporary Senate appointment.
If appointed by Murphy as expected, Helmy will occupy the Senate seat until Menendez's term ends in early January. Helmy will be succeeded by the person New Jerseyans elect this November to a full six-year term.
Kim, the Democratic Senate candidate in New Jersey, will face hotelier Curtis Bashaw, the Republican, for the full six-year term.
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Trump speaks on economy in battleground state of N.C.
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Praveena Somasundaram, Jeff Stein, Marianne LeVine, Isaac Arnsdorf, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Tyler Pager, Philip Bump, Hannah Knowles, Meryl Kornfield, Dylan Wells, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Dan Keating, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Shane Harris, Ellen Nakashima, Ben Strauss, Ben Terris, Eva Dou, Clara Ence Morse, Maeve Reston | 2024-08-15
Former president Donald Trump spoke in North Carolina on Wednesday at an event that his campaign billed as remarks on the economy. His running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), was dispatched to Michigan, another battleground state. Vice President Kamala Harris had no campaign events scheduled Wednesday. Her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), appeared at fundraisers in Colorado and Massachusetts.
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Trump, in North Carolina speech, signals openness to expanding tariff plans
The remarks suggested an escalation in proposals many experts already see as likely to cause a global trade war. 
By Jeff Stein, Marianne LeVine, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-08-15

Former president Donald Trump speaks in Asheville, N.C., on Wednesday. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Former president Donald Trump on Wednesday appeared to open the door to significantly expanding his plans to impose sweeping new tariffs if he returns to office, suggesting an escalation in proposals that many experts already see as likely to cause a global trade war.
Previously, the Republican presidential nominee had called for levying tariffs of 10 percent on all U.S. trading partners, aiming to create a "ring around the collar" of the national economy. But during remarks on the economy in Asheville, N.C., Trump for the first time floated tariffs of between "10 and 20 percent" on imports to the United States.
The Trump campaign sought to play down the significance of the comment and said the former president did not specify that the 20 percent tariff would apply to all nations. Still, the new figure represented an intensification of Trump's trade proposals, which have already alarmed some Republican donors wary of disrupting the global trade order and have faced heavy criticism from Democratic lawmakers.
"We're going to have 10 to 20 percent tariffs on foreign countries that have been ripping us off for years," Trump said Wednesday. "We're going to charge them 10 to 20 percent to come in and take advantage of our country."
His comments on trade came as part of a speech designed to focus on the economy that stretched more than an hour. He attempted to hammer his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, as polls suggest she is gaining ground in the race. Trump reprised his calls for eliminating taxes on tips and Social Security, said he would lower energy costs, and also exaggerated the extent of inflation and spending under the Biden administration.
The tariff remark could draw renewed attention to the former president's economic plans and his first-term approach to global trade. A 10 percent universal tariff, coupled with a tariff of as much as 60 percent on China that Trump has also eyed, would cost a typical middle-income household roughly $1,700 per year, according to the Peterson Institute for International Economics, a pro-trade Washington-based think tank. Doubling that would increase its costs to U.S. households, while probably doing more to shield domestic producers from foreign competition.
"It has been 10 percent universal across the board -- 20 percent would be a doubling of that, and all analyses have already shown that would be detrimental to the economy," said Erica York, an analyst at the Tax Foundation, a conservative-leaning think tank. "It's an escalation of what would already be an escalation from his first term."
Doug Holtz-Eakin, president of the American Action Forum, a center-right think tank, said: "He has clearly floated the 10 percent, and if he's now saying '10 to 20 percent' you can assume the baseline is the same -- that seems like a reasonable conclusion to me."
Holtz-Eakin said many business leaders are concerned with the seemingly erratic nature of Trump's policy process. "If you go to 10 to 20 percent in North Carolina, who is to say you won't go to 40 percent in Wisconsin?" he added.
Trump's speech on the economy came two days before Harris is set to roll out her own economic plan in Raleigh, N.C. After Harris said this past weekend that she also supported no taxes on tips, Trump accused her of copying his ideas.
"When Kamala lays out her fake economic plan this week, [it] probably will be a copy of my plan because basically that's what she does," he said.
Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), leaned into a similar argument Wednesday, criticizing the Harris campaign as "a fake platform that offers no specifics about how to do the people's businesses and a fake promise to change the government." (Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, has committed to an Oct. 1 vice-presidential debate with CBS. Vance has yet to commit.)
Although Trump's Wednesday speech was billed as focusing on the economy, he frequently veered into other topics and lobbed personal attacks at his rival. He claimed -- without evidence -- that President Joe Biden was a "very angry man" because he is no longer the Democratic nominee for president and suggested: "He's going to put you in World War III." He also attacked Harris as the "border czar," a frequent Republican attack line. (Though Biden asked Harris to negotiate with Central American countries to help address the root causes of migration, he never put her in charge of border policy.)
Trump also mocked Harris's laugh, calling it "the laugh of a person with some big problems." He also repeatedly mispronounced her first name -- a move that critics called an attempt to other-ize her -- and commented on a recent Time magazine cover story about Harris. ("I want to use that artist, I want to find that artist, I like him very much," he said.) He spoke in apocalyptic terms as he described what would happen if Harris wins the White House, predicting "a 1929 style depression."
Trump's and Harris's decision to talk about the economy in North Carolina highlights the broader importance of the state in this year's election. A Democrat has not won North Carolina in a presidential race since 2008, but the party is showing interest in competing there this cycle. The Washington Post's polling average has Trump leading Harris by three percentage points in the state. Biden was trailing Trump by five points before he dropped out.
Asheville, where Trump spoke, has leaned Democratic in recent presidential elections. It is in Buncombe County, which Trump lost in 2016 and 2020. (Former secretary of state Hillary Clinton received 54 percent of the vote in 2016, and Biden received 60 percent in 2020.) Trump, however, has won all seven counties that border Buncombe County twice.
In the presidential race, Democrats have devoted more than $15 million on television ads between now and Election Day, while Republicans are spending $12 million, according to AdImpact, a firm that tracks advertising outlays.
LeVine reported from Asheville. Stein and Arnsdorf reported from Washington. Dan Keating, Meryl Kornfield and Scott Clement contributed to this report
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Why Trump keeps talking about fictional serial killer Hannibal Lecter
Trump is the "crypt keeper for the 1980's,"  a Trump biographer said. Trump has mentioned Lecter while making baseless claims about immigrants. 
By Marianne LeVine, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-08-15

(Illustration by Katty Huertas/The Washington Post; iStock)


Hannibal Lecter is a cannibalistic serial killer, a lover of fava beans and a nice chianti, fictional -- and now, a regular feature in Donald Trump's speeches.
As the Republican presidential nominee riffed on immigration and the border at an Aug. 3 rally in Atlanta, he declared: "They hate when I use Dr. Hannibal Lecter. The late, great Hannibal Lecter," an apparent reference to the media.
During his acceptance speech at the Republican National Convention last month, he asked: "Has anyone seen 'The Silence of the Lambs'? The late, great Hannibal Lecter. He'd love to have you for dinner. That's insane asylums. They're emptying out their insane asylums."
In Wildwood, N.J., on May 11, he told the crowd: "The late, great Hannibal Lecter. He's a wonderful man. ... Remember the last scene?" Trump went on to say: "We have people that are being released into our country that we don't want in our country."

The fictional serial killer Hannibal Lecter has become a fixture in former president Donald Trump's 2024 campaign speeches.


Trump's references to Lecter are at once consistent and nonsensical. He typically mentions the fictional serial killer in the context of immigration, claiming without evidence that migrants are coming in from insane asylums and mental institutions and often using dehumanizing language.
Around 1 percent of those arrested at the southern border have criminal convictions, federal data shows. There is little evidence that undocumented immigrants commit more crime than U.S. citizens do. Many migrants who cross the U.S. border seek political asylum here, but that term has nothing to do with mental illness. Trump has also spoken about Lecter before reading "The Snake," a poem that he has used to convey an anti-immigrant message at his rallies and public events for years.
Yet the references to Lecter reveal something else about Trump: the era in which he rose to fame and his previous time as a celebrity. A Trump rally is a sort of time capsule, a frozen-in-amber moment from an earlier era -- the 1980s -- when Trump ruled the New York City clubs and tabloids and first graced the cover of Time magazine.
His self-curated rally playlists include hits like "Y.M.C.A." (1978) and "Gloria" (1982). The fit of his suits and the length of his ties scream 1980s. He still has a penchant for gilded interior design. Trump Tower was completed in 1983.
Trump is the "crypt keeper for the 1980s," which was "the high point of his life until he became president," said Tim O'Brien, a Trump biographer who has criticized the former president.
"Every time he opens the door, people spill out from the 1980s, whether it's Roger Stone or Rudy Giuliani, fashion from the '80s spills out, whether it's his monochrome tie or suits that invariably are made in two or three different colors ... his office decor is still in the 1980s," he said. "None of his tastes have been updated in decades."
Trump's Hannibal Lecter obsession fits perfectly in this mold. Thomas Harris's novel "The Silence of the Lambs," which the film is based on, hit bookstore shelves around the same time as Trump's 1987 book, "Trump: The Art of the Deal." (The New York Times had the two books side by side on its paperback bestseller list in mid-1989.) The movie, which starred Jodie Foster as FBI cadet Clarice Starling and Anthony Hopkins as Lecter, came out in 1991 and won the Academy Award for best picture.
A decade later, Trump attended the 2001 New York premiere of "Hannibal," the sequel to "The Silence of the Lambs." He arrived at the premiere with future wife Melania Trump, then Melania Knauss, according to a USA Today story. The story noted that the movie studio at the time was concerned about how women would react to the gore. Melania said she had "no problems" and didn't close her eyes. Trump replied: "I did."
Trump began working "The Silence of the Lambs" into speeches in March 2023. He mentioned the movie in an address at the Conservative Political Action Conference then, according to a Washington Post analysis of his speeches this cycle. Lecter himself did not make an appearance until an October rally in Waterloo, Iowa. In 70 speeches tracked by The Post between his campaign kickoff in November 2022 and Aug. 12, Trump has mentioned Lecter or the film "The Silence of the Lambs" in 20 of them. (Trump appeared to recognize the references to Lecter may be outdated, musing at a rally in Sioux City that "young people" hadn't heard of him.)
The Lecter mentions are a way for Trump to continue "upping the ante" from his previous descriptions of migrants, said Gwenda Blair, another Trump biographer. It's "not just criminals, rapists, which Trump has already used starting in 2015 ... but let's get cannibal in the mix."
Trump "is somebody who understands images and branding, and Hannibal Lecter is a well-established brand of absolutely indescribable horror," Blair added.
Rep. Jim Banks (R-Ind.), who is running for Senate, thinks there's a simple explanation. "It was a great movie," Banks said. "Widely recognized as one of the best movies of all time. And I think he enjoys that liberals get bent out of shape about it."
Several people close to the Trump campaign said they did not know the backstory for Trump's fixation on Lecter and had never asked. His speeches also seem to have perplexed Hopkins, the Welsh actor who won an Oscar for playing Lecter. In an interview with Deadline, Hopkins observed: "Hannibal, that's a long time ago, that movie. God, that was over 30 years ago. I'm shocked and appalled what you've told me about Trump."
In interviews at Trump's rally in Atlanta, voters offered different interpretations.
"First time I heard it, I was like, 'What?' But after I heard it a couple of times, it was like, 'Oh, I get the connection now,'" said Jim Scandle, 72. "He's trying to make the point that a lot of these people that are coming illegally in this country are from mental institutions, just like Hannibal Lecter. And so you know, it has nothing to do with Hannibal Lecter except the fact that he was in a mental institution."
Bert Sandler, 66, laughed when asked about "The Silence of the Lambs." (Sandler hasn't seen the movie in "probably" six years but exclaimed, "With fava beans!" as he reflected on Trump's comments.)
He had a more philosophical interpretation.
"I think he's just speaking about where the world is today," Sandler said. "I think that's where we are, the divisiveness. I think he's just trying to portray a character that's pretty divisive and needed a lot of help, and I think America needs a lot of help."
Debbie Courtney offered a shorter take: "I just think evil." She added: "I don't think he's talking about somebody eating somebody for dinner."
The Trump campaign did not offer further clarification about the former president's penchant for mentioning Lecter or volunteer his personal positions on fava beans and chianti. Instead, Steven Cheung replied in a statement: "President Trump is an inspiring and gifted storyteller and referencing pop culture is one of many reasons why he can successfully connect with the audience and voters. Whereas, [Vice President Kamala Harris] is as relatable as a worn-out couch."
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Harris's policies have shifted and are still taking shape
Republicans say Harris's policy swings allow them to define her. Democrats say detailed positions are less important than her big message.
By Yasmeen Abutaleb, Tyler Pager | 2024-08-14

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks in Detroit on Aug. 7. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Kamala Harris, amid a furious battle for the Democratic presidential nomination in 2019, embraced a ban on fracking and offshore drilling. She supported Medicare-for-all. At one point, she advocated abolishing private health insurance. And she signaled an openness to a sweeping overhaul of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency.
Now, the vice president's campaign says she would not pursue the fracking and offshore drilling ban -- it's a highly unpopular position in states like Pennsylvania where natural gas drives the economy -- if she becomes president. She does not support a single-payer health-care system, instead focusing on what she and President Joe Biden call "corporate price-gouging" by pharmaceutical companies. And she is taking a much harder line on illegal immigration, arguing that Republicans are to blame for blocking a tough border-control measure this year.
Since Harris catapulted to the top of the Democratic ticket less than a month ago, she has been forced to reiterate that she rejects a wide array of positions she embraced five years ago, a dynamic likely to become even more evident as she rolls out pillars of her agenda in coming days. On Friday in North Carolina, she is set to outline her economic plan, which is expected to largely mirror Biden's efforts to lower costs for middle-class families, including by curtailing late fees, hidden costs and junk fees. But Harris's aides stress that she will roll out myriad policies that are unique to her.
In 2019, Harris articulated a series of liberal positions as she sought to distinguish herself among a crowded group of Democratic contenders, many of them tacking to the left to court voters in the primaries. Now her singular focus is taking on Republican nominee Donald Trump, with a big emphasis on winning over swing voters.
But Harris's critics say her dramatic shifts on so many issues point to a deeper issue -- that Harris has few core political beliefs and only a vague governing philosophy. That lack of a clear political identity, Republicans contend, gives them an opening to frame her image for voters.
"It's clear the Kamala Harris who wanted to ban fracking, who supported Medicare-for-all ... couldn't win Pennsylvania or a single swing state," said Corry Bliss, a Republican campaign consultant. "The average voter does not have a well-defined vision of her, so we have a great opportunity to define her simply on her record."
John Anzalone, a Democratic pollster who worked for Biden, said a broad message is far more important than gritty policy details.
"What is driving the contrast is Harris talks about that she's going to be for everyone and for the middle class, while Trump is going to be for himself and corporations," Anzalone said. "That's the big umbrella message, and all the policies are underneath it."
Harris ascended to the top of the Democratic ticket after Biden's abrupt decision to drop out of the presidential race on July 21, which followed weeks of nervous Democrats calling for a new candidate after the president's rocky debate performance against Trump. The party quickly coalesced around Harris, who is running on a tightly compressed schedule and has skipped many of the rituals of a presidential race -- including a drawn-out primary contest and months of campaigning across the country -- that usually force candidates to specify their views on a range of issues.
The Democratic Party platform was locked in before Harris became the nominee, limiting her ability to put her stamp on the document. Since Harris's emergence, many Democrats have felt relief and even euphoria after weeks of worrying that Biden would lose decisively, and they have shown little appetite to press her even on such contentious issues as immigration and the war in Gaza.
Harris, meanwhile, has inherited Biden's campaign apparatus and kept on many of his senior campaign advisers, while adding some of her own. So far she has largely adopted the policies Biden pushed or implemented as president, in some cases adding her own touch, such as an emphasis on lower-income Americans. One Harris adviser said many of the policies the administration ultimately pursued -- including the child tax credit, student debt cancellation for those who attended Corinthian Colleges, and solving the problem of lead pipes -- were ones that Harris pushed the White House to execute.
"On day one, I will take on price-gouging and bring down costs," Harris said at a rally in Atlanta last month. "We will ban more of those hidden fees and surprise late charges that banks and other companies use to pad their profits. We will take on corporate landlords and cap unfair rent increases. And we will take on Big Pharma to cap prescription drug costs for all Americans."
When she has deviated from Biden, it is often a matter of tone rather than substance. Most notably, Harris often speaks forcefully about reproductive rights, while Biden, a lifelong Catholic, can appear uncomfortable talking about abortion.
Biden has devoted a half-century of his life to national politics and developed strong, well-known positions on many subjects. He spent 36 years in the U.S. Senate, chairing the Judiciary and Foreign Relations committees, while Harris spent four.
That could give her advisers more input as she shapes her agenda, according to people familiar with her emerging policy agenda who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private and sensitive conversations.
Republicans have not waited for Harris to issue new policy proposals before seizing on her past statements to attack her as dangerously liberal. Pennsylvania GOP Senate candidate Dave McCormick, for instance, highlighted a series of Harris's past positions in a widely shared ad he released last month.
A page on the Republican National Committee website calls the vice president "Flip-Flopping Kamala Harris" and lists several current policies that contradict past statements, such as her opposition to banning fracking, her embrace of fixing the "broken" immigration system and her dismissal of a single-payer health-care system.
Anzalone said that it is not unusual for candidates' positions to evolve and change over time, and that running a primary campaign is distinct from running a general-election campaign. Biden himself has taken a tougher position on immigration as president than he did as a candidate, and Trump no longer talks about repealing the Affordable Care Act.
Under Biden, Harris has taken part in critical White House policy meetings, according to people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal dynamics. In those sessions, she regularly raised the prospect of unintended effects on individuals she felt were not being discussed or were being overlooked, including people of color, rural residents and low-income workers, the people said.
Harris is likely to adopt a similar approach as she shapes her policy agenda in coming weeks, allies say. On economic policy, for example, she has brought on one of Biden's senior advisers, Gene Sperling, suggesting an intent to continue the general thrust of Biden's policies. But there is likely to be an additional emphasis on areas Harris cares about, such as the child tax credit and eliminating medical debt, according to a person familiar with the planning who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal plans.
Harris also hopes to focus on policies aimed at helping working- and middle-class people build wealth, such as making it easier for people to purchase homes and boosting small businesses, the person said.
The vice president has also turned to a number of informal outside advisers, including Brian Deese, Bharat Ramamurti and Joelle Gamble, all of whom held senior positions on Biden's National Economic Council. Harris has also brought on some of her former staffers, including Brian Nelson, a former Treasury Department official who once worked for Harris in California, and Deanne Millison, the vice president's former chief economic adviser.
A campaign official noted that Harris promoted many of the same economic principles when she served as California attorney general from 2011 to 2017, before being elected to the U.S. Senate. The official cited investigations she led or joined into pharmacies and drug companies for overcharging for prescription medications, and pointed to a probe of high gas prices charged by oil companies.
While foreign policy may attract less attention in a political campaign, it can be crucial to a president's tenure. Harris has been consulting with some of Biden's former foreign policy advisers, as well as those of former president Barack Obama.
Tom Donilon, who was national security adviser under Obama, is helping organize outside experts as Harris's foreign policy takes shape. They include Wendy Sherman, Biden's former deputy secretary of state; Colin Kahl, a former Biden undersecretary of defense; Susan Rice, who was head of the Domestic Policy Council under Biden and national security adviser under Obama; and Sasha Baker, a top Biden national security aide.
Harris's current national security adviser, Phil Gordon, works at the White House and therefore is limited in what he can do for her campaign. But he is widely expected to hold a top position if she is elected president.
Biden spent much of his career steeped in foreign policy and came into office with clear, defined views on the world. When advisers tried to move him on certain issues -- such as allowing Ukraine to strike deeper inside Russia or rethinking unconditional U.S. support for Israel during the war in Gaza -- they have found it extraordinarily difficult, according to several senior administration officials and outside advisers.
While Harris's foreign policy platform is still somewhat embryonic, she is expected to largely continue Biden's efforts on Russia's war in Ukraine and on countering China. Less clear, and of great interest to many Democrats, is whether she will craft her own policy on Israel.
Biden is a staunch supporter of the Jewish state whose views were shaped in the 1970s when he first became a senator. Many Democrats believe that Harris is more in line with the outlook of younger voters and people of color, who often see Israel as a military powerhouse that has oppressed Palestinians.
One ally of Harris said the myriad factors that have made this presidential race so unusual -- the tight timeline, the relief within the party, and many Democrats' view of Trump as an existential threat -- favor her and make her specific policy positions less important than they were five years ago.
"Running in 2019 against other Democrats was dicey. Running in 2024 against Trump again is different -- it's clear where he is," the ally said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss strategy. "The policy task for the next three months is infinitely easier than first round."
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Can Democrats dare to dream of a trifecta?
The presidential race has trended towards Democrats. We're still waiting to see how the House and Senate have shifted.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-14

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) appears ahead of Vice President Kamala Harris last week in Eau Claire, Wis. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the biggest developments in a 2024 election in which Democrats are about to find out how far "vibes" can take you.
(Make sure you are subscribed to this newsletter here. You can also hear my analysis weekly on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts.)
Democrats have a new lease on political life with Vice President Kamala Harris atop their ticket. And while the presidential race remains close, the signs are getting better and better for them.
New swing state polling this week showed Harris taking a slight lead over Donald Trump (within the margin of error) in most of the decisive states in the presidential race. And a new Monmouth University poll out Wednesday showed Democrats leapfrogging Republicans on both enthusiasm and optimism, metrics that help turn out voters.
But just how optimistic should Democrats be about the fuller 2024 electoral picture? And could they even dream of winning the "trifecta" -- i.e. the presidency and the House and Senate?
What seemed largely out of reach less than a month ago deserves some consideration in the vastly changed political universe.
The bottom line? A Democratic triple play remains tough, particularly when it comes to holding their narrow Senate majority, mostly because the map is so challenging for the party. But Harris's candidacy has to tempt Democrats to start thinking bigger.
There is little question that Harris performing better than President Joe Biden is a major relief to congressional Democrats who were worried they would go down with him. But there is a real question as to just how much Harris recasts the House and Senate maps.
One key metric on this front is the so-called "generic ballot," which asks voters to choose between a generic Democrat and a generic Republican for Congress. This is a good measure given that we don't get regular polling in most Senate and House races, and given that there are fewer and fewer voters who split their tickets between parties.
The generic ballot hasn't shifted as much as the presidential race in recent weeks, and it has long been neck-and-neck. But Democrats' current one-point advantage in the FiveThirtyEight average is as good as at any point since mid-2023.
That would seem encouraging for Democrats' efforts to flip the approximately four districts they need to erase Republicans' razor-thin House majority. Still, Democrats probably need to win most of the "toss-up" House races, given that Republicans are generally favored in more districts.
Which brings us to the Democrats' biggest hurdle: the Senate, where Democrats hold their own razor-thin majority, 51-49.
Democrats' hopes there are a bit more complicated, for a couple reasons.
The big reason is that they are overwhelmingly playing defense, so even a slight advantage nationally might not be good enough. The Cook Political Report's seven most competitive Senate races are all held by Democrats, and they're defending a trio of red states: Montana, Ohio and West Virginia. One of those states, West Virginia, is in all likelihood gone with Sen. Joe Manchin III's (I-W.Va.) retirement.
That means Democrats are basically starting at a 50-50 tie, and they also must win the White House to hold the tiebreaking vote (which is cast by the vice president).

Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) walks back to his office after a vote on Capitol Hill in May 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The other reason the Senate is more complex is that Democrats in the vast majority of races were already running ahead of Biden -- and often far ahead. In fact, Gabe Fleisher notes that Democrats have yet to trail in any quality poll in six of their eight most endangered states: Arizona, Michigan, Nevada, Ohio, Pennsylvania or Wisconsin.
Recent polling -- from the New York Times/Siena College, AARP, Fox News, NPR/PBS/Marist College and Marquette University Law School -- shows that's continued. Democrats' margins in those six states have ranged from up three points to up 14 points in recent weeks.
That suggests these Democrats could have survived even if Biden lost.
But they also would have been bucking recent history. As Fleisher also notes, only one out of 69 senators has won since 2020 in a state their party lost in the presidential race. And there's no guarantee Democrats' over-performances would have held up over time.
"We saw Senate Democrats outrunning Biden in previous polls even when he was doing poorly, though I'm not sure it fully captured where he was after the [June 27] debate," said Jessica Taylor, Cook's Senate race expert. "I think it's just a smaller number by which they have to outrun the top of the ticket now."
Assuming Harris continues to poll well, the big Senate races to watch would seem to be those other two, non-West Virginia red states: Ohio and especially Montana. Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) has generally trailed in the limited polling we've seen, and that looks most likely to be the tipping point state for the Senate majority.
There's also a question of whether Democrats can put one or two GOP-held seats in play -- potentially Sen. Ted Cruz's (R-Tex.) or Sen. Rick Scott's (R-Fla.) -- that could offset a loss elsewhere. Neither Cruz nor Scott won resoundingly in 2018 (by three points and one point, respectively), and some polls have shown a tighter race than some people might appreciate. For instance, Scott has recently led by the low to mid-single digits, and a Suffolk University poll this week showed Floridians disliked him by a 49 percent to 35 percent margin.
So if you're a Democrat who dares to dream, keep an eye on Montana, Florida and Texas. Those could tell the tale about how much the electoral map has changed.
There are growing signs of Republican concern about Trump's messaging. And increasingly, Republicans and Trump allies are going quite public with those concerns.
They're practically begging Trump to change it up and move beyond falsehoods about Harris's crowd sizes, her race, her intelligence and other non-policy issues.
To wit:
Trump hasn't really heeded their advice, including at a news conference last week that barely touched on policy specifics. But he did just call another one for Thursday in New Jersey.




1 percentage point
That's Republicans' current electoral college advantage, according to an analysis over the weekend by Washington Post data scientist Lenny Bronner.
The number represents the approximate gap between Harris's slight current lead in The Washington Post national polling average and Trump's slight edge in what looks to be the "tipping point" electoral college state, Michigan.
Why is that notable? Because it suggests a smaller electoral college edge for Republicans than we've previously seen in the Trump era. The gap between the popular vote and the margin in the "tipping point" state -- i.e. the state that delivered the winner 270 electoral votes -- was nearly three points in 2016 and nearly four points in 2020. That allowed Trump to lose the popular vote but win the electoral college in 2016, and it made for a much closer race than many people realized in 2020.
The conventional wisdom has long been that Democrats need to win the national popular vote by two or more points to win the electoral college. It's still early, but as with other aspects of the new Harris vs. Trump race, that's worth reconsidering. And as the chart above shows, it's not as if the electoral college advantage has consistently landed in the GOP's favor in recent decades.
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The decline of the 2024 double-hater
Fewer people view Vice President Harris negatively than view President Biden that way.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-15

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks to public service workers at the AFSCME 46th International Convention in Los Angeles on Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (Carlin Stiehl for The Washington Post)


Back in June, the Pew Research Center offered a sobering bit of data. The percentage of Americans who viewed both major parties' presumptive presidential nominees unfavorably had reached 25 percent, 1 in 4. It was the highest such percentage in the history of Pew's polling, and it suggested that people who disliked both candidates were poised to be the determining factor in November.
But that was June, back when the two still-presumptive nominees were former president Donald Trump and President Joe Biden. Then Biden -- certainly understanding that his broad unpopularity was not a political asset -- stepped aside. And, just like that, the race was redefined. No longer is 2024 a contest defined by double-haters, people who dislike both candidates.
Or at least, not so much.
On Wednesday, Monmouth University released new polling showing the difference between a Trump-Biden race and a Trump-Harris one.
Evaluating Trump and Biden, about 4 in 10 respondents viewed Trump favorably but not Biden and another 4 in 10 viewed only Biden favorably. About 2 in 10 viewed both unfavorably -- the double-haters.
When comparing Trump and Harris, though, the double-hater pool was sliced in half. A lot more people view only Harris favorably than view only Trump favorably.




Put another way, a bunch of the double-haters shifted to liking only Harris. Asked to choose between Harris and Trump, those who view both Biden and Trump unfavorably picked Harris by a 5 to 1 margin.
You can see Harris's advantages over Biden and Trump when breaking out the overall responses on Monmouth's favorability question. Harris is viewed more positively overall. But among members of each politician's own party, you can see Harris's wide advantage: A lot of Democrats view Biden somewhat favorably, but three-quarters view Harris very positively. It's a higher percentage than the percentage of Republicans who view Trump very favorably.
Among independents, a group that's generally pretty skeptical of politicians, Harris is viewed about as favorably as unfavorably.




YouGov released other polling recently that mirrors Monmouth's findings. Conducted for the Economist, it asked people how they felt about the two presidential and two vice presidential candidates, the latter being Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) and Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio).
At both candidate levels, the Democrats were more popular. Walz is now much better known than he was when Harris picked him, but more Americans have an opinion of Vance. A negative one, on net.




One detail to notice from those results: Republicans are much more lukewarm about Vance than Democrats are about Walz. It's also worth noting that a Quinnipiac University poll released on Wednesday shows Harris leading in the state of Pennsylvania. Her selection of Walz was criticized by media observers in part because it was believed that selecting Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro was important to her success in that state.
YouGov also asked Americans whether certain terms applied to Harris and Trump. Despite Trump's energetic efforts to portray Harris as unintelligent, that perception hasn't caught on. In fact, Americans are more likely to describe Harris as intelligent than they are to describe Trump that way. Even members of their own parties are more likely to describe Harris as intelligent than Trump. Harris has slightly smaller advantages on "hard-working" and "qualified."




Perhaps the most striking finding, though, is that most Americans believe it's fair to describe Trump as "corrupt" -- including 1 in 8 voters who say they plan to vote for Trump to be president. Harris, despite having a much more limited political profile, is viewed as corrupt by more than 4 in 10 Americans, including three-quarters of Republicans. This is unquestionably somewhat a function of "corrupt" serving as a catch-all pejorative for disliked political actors -- good news, in a sense, for Trump.
For now, Harris holds a strong position in her race against Trump. Voters like her better than Biden, including Democrats, and they're rewarding her with their support. (In YouGov's poll, Harris has a slight lead over the former president.) The campaign isn't over yet, and Trump and his allies are just starting to target Harris and Walz with negative rhetoric and ads. But, for the moment, Harris has managed to break the grip that political skeptics had on the 2024 contest earlier this year. The double-haters may prove to be less important than the Harris enthusiasts.
Update: Within minutes of this article being published, Pew released a new assessment of the presidential race. It found, like Monmouth, that Harris's favorability numbers have improved. It also found that the percentage of people with negative views of both candidates had fallen -- again almost in half.
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Biden says administration has 'repeatedly pressed' for Austin Tice's release
Marking the 12th anniversary of the freelance journalist's abduction, the president reiterated his call Wednesday for Syria "to work with us so that we can, at last, bring Austin home."
By Patrick Svitek | 2024-08-14

Marc and Debra Tice, the parents of Austin Tice, who is missing in Syria, speak during a news conference in Beirut on Dec. 4, 2018. (Bilal Hussein/AP)


President Joe Biden reiterated his call Wednesday for the release of freelance journalist Austin Tice, saying that his administration has "repeatedly pressed" Syria to work with the United States to secure his return.
Biden's comments came in a statement marking 12 years since Tice was abducted in Syria.
"We have repeatedly pressed the government of Syria to work with us so that we can, at last, bring Austin home," Biden said in the statement. "Today, I once again call for his immediate release."
Tice, a Marine veteran and Texas native, was abducted on Aug. 14, 2012, while reporting on the civil war in Syria. He disappeared at a checkpoint outside Damascus, and video surfaced months later showing him blindfolded and being held by a group of armed men.
U.S. officials have long insisted that the Syrian government is holding Tice, which the country has denied. Biden said in 2022 that his administration knows "with certainty" that Syria has had Tice in captivity.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre declined to comment Wednesday when asked whether there has been any progress in securing Tice's release.
"We've always been very mindful not negotiating from the podium or in public," Jean-Pierre said, calling it an "incredibly sensitive" matter.
Earlier this month, Biden helped bring home two American journalists held abroad, Evan Gershkovich and Alsu Kurmasheva, as part of the largest prisoner exchange since the Cold War. They were freed along with a third American who had been imprisoned in Russia, Marine veteran Paul Whelan.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken also released a statement on the 12-year anniversary of Tice's abduction.
"This has gone on for far too long," Blinken said. "We call on the Syrian government to work with the United States to end Austin's captivity and to provide an accounting for the fate of other Americans who went missing in Syria."
Echoing Biden, Blinken said the United States has "repeatedly offered to find a way to bring him home."
The FBI has posted a reward of up to $1 million for any "information leading directly to the safe location, recovery, and return" of Tice.
Tice worked for a number of news organizations, including CBS, The Washington Post and McClatchy. In a statement on the recent prisoner swap, The Post's leaders called for the "safe return of American journalist Austin Tice and all wrongfully detained journalists and hostages."
"Independent journalism is a critical function of democracy," the statement said. "The U.S. government must make it a priority to bring them all home safely and champion the importance of press freedom worldwide.
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How state populations have changed since the last election
The reported increase in naturalizations pales next to the number of deaths and new seniors in the states.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-14

(Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


The 2020 presidential election coincided with the Census Bureau's decennial tally of the number of people living in the United States. You know this; every year ending in a zero has a census. But perhaps you don't recognize the importance of this count.
For one thing, it meant a reallocation of House seats -- and, by extension, a rejiggering of electoral vote distribution. If the two-party results of the 2024 election were precisely the same as those of the 2020 election, Kamala Harris would see an electoral vote margin that is six votes smaller than the one Joe Biden enjoyed, thanks to the shift of House seats (and electoral votes) from states that voted blue to states that voted red.
And that's even before you consider the demographic changes that have taken place. On Monday, the New York Times reported that there has been an uptick in the rate at which new citizens are being naturalized. It's not uncommon for citizenship applications to increase as an election approaches, but the government has increased resources to grant citizenship to qualified applicants on an expedited timeline.
This approach is "potentially reshaping the electorate, merely months before a pivotal election," Xiao Wang, head of a company that analyzes immigration data, told the paper. "Every citizenship application could be a vote that decides Senate seats or even the presidency."
This exclamation lands differently depending on one's view of immigration and, in this political moment, one's view of the idea that the political left is seeking to deliberately flood the country with new immigrant voters. This false belief is stoked by Republicans because it casts the left's support for immigration as nefarious or self-serving, and because it offers a new way to frame immigration as dangerous to the right.
But while Wang is correct -- every eligible voter might be the one to swing a close election -- it is important to consider the relatively modest number of naturalized citizens in context.
Demographic data necessarily lags the state of the population in any given moment, since counting people and reporting on the results takes time. But we have data on the population in each state, including the number of naturalized citizens and the number of deaths in recent years that allows us to both project what the population will look like in 2024 and to compare it with the population of each state in 2020.
Using four categories -- change in the 18-to-64 population, change in the 65-and-over population, total deaths and the change in naturalized citizens -- here's how the resident population of each state changed from 2020 to 2024.




Notice (as with the Alaska example) that a number of states have fewer adults under the age of 65 than they did in 2020. No states have fewer adults ages 65 and over.
This is a recognized demographic trend. The baby boom lasted from 1946 to 1964, swelling the population. Subsequent generations have been smaller, especially relative to the country's population. Those boomers are now ages 60 to 78, which is why the senior population is growing. That's pulled a lot of 60-somethings out of the 18-to-64 pool and into the 65-and-up pool. (The peak year of baby-boom births was 1957. People born that year were 63 in 2020 and 67 now.)
The change in naturalized citizens is also uniformly an increase. (This looks at the number of naturalized citizens measured by the Census Bureau, not data on naturalizations.) But it's more modest than the increase in adults overall or even new senior citizens. There is some overlap between those categories. In fiscal 2023, a fifth of newly naturalized citizens were 65 and over. (A third of all newly naturalized citizens that year were relatives of American citizens.)
The number of deaths in each state since 2020 -- swollen by the coronavirus pandemic -- is larger than the increase in people 65 and older or than the number of naturalized citizens. In all but nine states, the projected number of deaths from 2021 to 2024 is larger than the number of adults projected to have been added to the population.
The states that saw more deaths than added adults voted for Joe Biden by a seven-point margin in 2020. The states that saw more adults added than deaths backed Donald Trump by three points.
These numbers don't generally overlap with partisanship, though. Naturalized citizens are not presumptively aligned with one particular party, nor are older voters. In April, we looked at the change in voter registration for people moving between states, which is a better (if itself now outdated) way of assessing that change.
Perhaps the most useful way to consider these numbers, then, is to remember that state-level polling doesn't reflect huge shifts from the 2020 to the 2024 races. The odds are that changes in state populations from aging, deaths or naturalization have effects mostly at the margins.
Wang remains right, though: Those margins may be what determines the outcome. But that's true of all voters, not just the new citizens.
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The other big shift in the presidential race
Trump was running against Biden on crime, inflation and the border. Now Biden's out -- and those other issues aren't as potent as they were.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-14

Former president Donald Trump does a little dance before exiting a luncheon in Concord, N.H., on June 27, 2023. (Cheryl Senter for The Washington Post)


One month ago, the Republican Party was convening in Milwaukee to anoint Donald Trump as its presidential nominee for the third consecutive election. The convention was energetic and brash; the attempt on Trump's life had reinforced Republicans' already robust enthusiasm for their candidate, and Trump skeptics had long ago been rooted out of the inner circle. Polling showed that the former president was on a glide path to election. States that hadn't been red in decades suddenly looked like they might be in play in 2024.
Then the convention ended. President Joe Biden announced that he would no longer seek the Democratic Party's nomination, clearing the way for Vice President Kamala Harris. Democrats, suddenly giddy about their chances and about their candidate, threw cash at the revamped candidacy. Harris surged in the polls.
But that wasn't the only shift the race has undergone in recent months. In addition to Trump suddenly facing an entirely new opponent -- to his obvious chagrin -- he's also facing a shifted political landscape. He'd intended to run against Biden and the Biden administration's track record on crime, immigration and inflation. But none of those attacks is as potent as it was two years ago.
It goes without saying that the coronavirus pandemic upended the country in numerous ways. What was not clear at the time, though, was how sticky the effects might be. When violent crime surged in 2020 and into 2021, for example, it wasn't clear whether this was a permanent reversion of the downward trend the country had seen since the early 1990s.
Fox News has been consistently insistent that crime is surging under Biden, making fearmongering about crime a central component of its coverage before the 2022 midterms. Since that point, though, data has repeatedly indicated that crime -- and violent crime in particular -- has declined over the past few years.
As we've noted, measuring national crime trends in real time is tricky. Data are available in some cities, but consistent national data is gathered only well after the fact. Even then, it's often incomplete. But the data that are available and outside analyses of city-level trends suggest a noteworthy decline.
Last week, the Major Cities Chiefs Association, an organization of law enforcement leaders, released data showing sharp drops in violent crime in a number of large American cities between the first half of 2023 and the first half of 2024. Biden hailed the data, crediting the American Rescue Plan.
This is not the only such data. FBI data released in June showed a similar year-over-year decline, as did data the bureau released in December. When the agency released its data for 2022, it showed a decrease in crime that year -- contrary to Fox News's coverage.
Mirroring his 2016 campaign for president, Trump has focused heavily on immigration in his bid to regain the presidency. He's fond of amplifying data about the number of apprehensions at the U.S.-Mexico border to suggest that the country is overrun with new arrivals, particularly those who entered the country illegally.
This rhetoric is enabled by the complexity of the subject (like that those entering the country to seek asylum are often granted permission to remain and that a large percentage of those apprehended have been quickly removed from the country). But Trump's assertions about an "open border" are also hobbled by the striking decrease in apprehensions in recent months.
In December, nearly 250,000 people were apprehended between border checkpoints on the border with Mexico. In January, though, the number was half as large. From February to March, the monthly figure dropped by 2 percent. From March to April, it was down 6 percent. Then 9 percent the next month and, in June, down 29 percent over May -- the month in which the Biden administration unveiled new rules governing asylum applications. The result is that apprehensions in June were a third of those seen in December.
The figure is still high, certainly, more in line with levels of apprehensions seen during the administration of George W. Bush than that of Barack Obama. Apprehensions were low under Obama in part because the U.S. economy was still recovering from the recession; they were unusually low in 2020 because of the pandemic.




Another way to look at it: There were fewer apprehensions between border checkpoints in June 2024 than there were in June 2019 under Donald Trump.
The central argument Trump has been using for his candidacy, of course, is that the country has been wracked by inflation. And that's true; after the initial restrictions linked to the pandemic were eased, prices surged along with demand.
Trump points to various products to emphasize those price increases. He often claims that gasoline jumped from $1.87 during his administration to somewhere north of $5 under Biden. Speaking to Elon Musk on Monday, he offered another example: Bacon now costs "4 or 5 times more than it did a few years ago."
The reason gasoline was cheap during the Trump administration, of course, is that demand crashed as people were staying home to avoid the coronavirus. Nor are national prices north of $5; they've leveled off in recent months in the $3.50 range, according to the Energy Information Administration. Bacon did surge in cost in 2021, but has since stabilized (well below four times what it cost a few years ago).




It's worth noting, by the way, that the national average price of gas in recent months is somewhat lower than it was under Obama. It was during the Obama administration that prices dropped to the levels that Trump now exaggerates.




What's important about the gas and bacon prices, though, is that, after the initial surge, prices didn't keep climbing higher and higher. Prices of those products jumped -- and then remained at those new higher levels.
This isn't great, and these are just two products. It is also true, as the administration argues, that average wages have increased more rapidly since 2021 and that the increase in the rate of inflation has slowed. (You can see it on the graph at right below, that little inflection point marked with the vertical dotted line.) The rate of increase in wages has in recent months consistently been larger than the rate of increase of inflation, in fact.




On Wednesday, the Bureau of Labor Statistics released new data on inflation showing that the annual increase last month was lower than at any point since March 2021. Again, this isn't deflation, a decrease in prices. But it does suggest that the valid concerns about the rate at which prices were increasing have been significantly addressed.
This is an esoteric evaluation of the economy, certainly, but polling data suggests that Trump's advantage on the economy has narrowed, in part thanks to the change at the top of the Democratic ticket.
These shifts also are not likely to change Trump's rhetoric. He is no more interested in presenting accurate information about crime, immigration and inflation than he ever was, so he highlights things like the unmeasured-and-exaggerated concept of "migrant crime" to stoke fears about the direction of the country.
Still, the current numbers are a reflection of how the ground under Trump's feet has shifted. He's running against the first half of Biden's administration, when Biden was his opponent and crime, inflation and immigration were acute problems. But now, to his chagrin, it's 2024. The landscape is very different.
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Democrats' ads shift from Trump to abortion and economy with Harris as nominee
Since President Joe Biden abandoned his bid, GOP commercials to boost Donald Trump have focused on immigration and crime as both parties recalibrate their campaigns. 
By Dan Keating, Maegan Vazquez | 2024-08-14

(Brandon Bell and Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


The messaging in presidential political advertisements has dramatically shifted in the weeks since President Joe Biden abandoned his bid for a second term and Vice President Kamala Harris united the Democratic Party to seize the nomination.
A Washington Post analysis of data from the political research firm AdImpact found that Democrats have shifted the primary focus of their ads from Donald Trump's character and dire warnings about the twice-impeached former president's threat to democracy to issues such as abortion and the economy.
Republicans also have recalibrated their messaging, heavily focusing on immigration and accusing Harris of mishandling the U.S.-Mexico border among other criticisms.
Harris is set to accept the party's nomination next Thursday at the Democratic convention in Chicago, a month and a day since Biden dropped his bid. In the weeks since, the two parties have changed the tone and topics of their ads, seeking to capitalize on issues to energize their bases and win over swing voters in what is expected to be a close Nov. 5 election.
Biden forged his 2020 and 2024 campaigns on a message casting Trump as an existential threat to the nation. But since he dropped out and Harris took over as the nominee, the Democratic ad campaign has shifted from that serious forewarning in favor of a sunnier political vision. The move comes as Democrats, including Harris's choice for vice president, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, adopted a more colloquial criticism, calling Trump and vice-presidential nominee JD Vance "weird."
With Harris's shorter-than-usual runway to the general election, the most frequently run Democratic ads since Biden dropped out have been aimed at introducing her to voters by focusing on her biography, depicting her as someone who has fought for everyday Americans.
In one such ad paid for by "Harris for President," a male narrator calls the vice president "fearless" and recites the arc of her career -- from prosecutor to California attorney general to vice president -- before talking about how Trump "wants to take our country backward."
Another ad that aired nationally during the Olympics highlights Harris's own remarks on abortion and the economy.
"I'm running to fight for an America where the economy works for working people, where you only have to work one job to pay the bills and where hard work is rewarded," Harris says in the ad from FF PAC. "Where reproductive rights are not just protected by the Constitution of the United States, but guaranteed in every state because that's our America, and that's the America I believe in."
On the airwaves, the data show that abortion, the economy and fighting crime also have been the top issues in the Democratic ads since Biden dropped out, replacing the previous top priorities of Trump's character and cutting health-care costs.
The Republican ads portray a far different version of Harris, suggesting that she hid that Biden was unfit for office.
"Kamala knew Joe couldn't do the job, so she did it," a female narrator says in the ad, which was paid for by the MAGA Inc. super PAC. "Look what she got done. A border invasion, runaway inflation, the American Dream dead. They created this mess."
The Post reviewed all presidential television political advertisements collected by AdImpact from Super Tuesday, March 5, through Aug. 9. AdImpact classifies up to three issues as the primary focus of each ad based on the narration and videos. The firm also measures how many times each advertisement has been aired. The Post analyzed which issues appeared most frequently before and after Biden dropped out.
The Harris campaign and officials from MAGA Inc., and Future Forward PAC had no immediate comment.
After the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Harris became the Biden administration's most vocal advocate for abortion access -- an issue that the president, a practicing Catholic, had long struggled to discuss. The issue has proved to be a successful one for Democrats, and it's expected to emerge as a motivating factor for voters in November.
There were major victories for abortion access last year in conservative-leaning states, and Democrats have seen a wave of election wins tied to their emphasis on protecting reproductive rights since Roe was overturned.
On Tuesday, Missouri and Arizona -- the latter a key battleground state -- both secured ballot initiatives aimed at enshrining abortion rights in their state constitutions, state officials said. The issue is also set to go before voters this year in Colorado, Florida, Maryland, New York, South Dakota and another battleground state, Nevada.
The GOP's presidential campaign message has depicted a dark vision of Democratic rule, steeped in grievance about the direction of the country. Since Biden dropped out, Republican ads have focused less on inflation and the economy. Immigration has been emphasized in 98 percent of Republican presidential ads aired since Harris became the likely nominee. Other prevailing themes emphasized in the ads have included crime and illegal drugs.
When asked what drove the Trump campaign's shift in messaging, national press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement that the former president and his campaign would "use every tool at" their disposal "to ensure every American knows that Kamala Harris is responsible for the illegal immigration and inflation crises that we face."
Republicans for years have attacked Harris as a failed "border czar," deeming her responsible for dealing with the surge of migrants attempting to enter the country.  Biden directed her as vice president to tackle the root causes of migration from El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras. She was never put in charge of the border nor designated a "czar."
Americans' concerns about immigration have risen sharply this year, according to a poll by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs released earlier this month. Half of Americans said the large number of immigrants and refugees entering the country is a "critical threat" to U.S. interests, the highest level since 2010. The poll found that most Americans support two proposals laid out by Trump: using U.S. troops to stop migrants from entering the country and expanding the U.S.-Mexico border wall. But a larger majority of Americans oppose Trump's proposal to put undocumented immigrants in mass-detention camps.
Immigration has not exactly been a great winning play for Trump since his 2016 run for president. Ahead of the 2018 midterm election, Trump leaned into the issue, repeatedly warning about the threat of a migrant caravan crossing into the United States. Although immigration was a top issue of concern for voters that cycle, Democrats were still able to take control of the House, largely on fears about the GOP effort to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
Crime has also become a flash point of both campaigns. Democrats' ads have focused on Harris's record combating crime as a prosecutor. Republican ads assert that Harris was a progressive prosecutor who let dangerous criminals go free, and that she is responsible for the crimes committed by immigrants in the  United States while she has been vice president.
Data released by the FBI in June showed drops in crime across the United States over the last year. Violent crime was down nationally in the first quarter of 2024 by more than 15 percent relative to the prior year, according to the data. And the drop in the number of murders reported by the FBI was also the largest in the country's  biggest cities. But not every law enforcement agency reports its data to the FBI on time, and the accuracy of reports provided by individual agencies varies.
Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Indicted pro-Trump lawyer who leaked emails is removed from Dominion suit
Stefanie Lambert was barred from representing Patrick Byrne, a prominent funder of adherents of election misinformation, in a $1.6 billion lawsuit.
By Spencer Hsu, Patrick Marley | 2024-08-14

Patrick Byrne in Orlando in 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A pro-Trump lawyer facing criminal charges for illegally accessing Michigan voting machines after the 2020 election was disqualified Tuesday from representing former Overstock CEO Patrick Byrne after a judge found her and Byrne responsible for leaking up to 1 million confidential records turned over in a separate defamation lawsuit.
Stefanie Lambert was barred from representing Byrne, a prominent funder of adherents of election misinformation, in a $1.6 billion damages lawsuit brought by Dominion Voting Systems, the target of false attacks over former president Donald Trump's 2020 election loss.
U.S. Magistrate Judge Moxila A. Upadhyaya of Washington disqualified Lambert over violations beginning last March with her disclosure of Dominion emails to a county sheriff in southwestern Michigan and to a court filing in her own criminal case in Michigan, despite a court order requiring that records in the defamation case be kept confidential.
In a scathing, 62-page opinion - nearly half of which was spent listing Lambert's violations - the judge found that Lambert and Byrne "unilaterally decided to disclose thousands, if not millions," of Dominion's case documents to outsiders and promoted their dissemination, despite warnings not to.
Lambert's "many misrepresentations" and her "intentional, dangerous, and relentless" misconduct shows she has no regard for orders or her ethical obligations as an attorney,  sidetracking the case for months and making it impossible for Dominion or the court to trust her word, Upadhyaya wrote.
"This is not a case of an inadvertent breach or good faith disclosure," the judge wrote. "Lambert's actions were intentional and clearly meant to inflict the harm that has resulted," including the lodging of severe threats against Dominion's chief executive, John Poulos.
The judge wrote that Lambert's "truly egregious misconduct" warranted disqualification because it had already marred and would undoubtedly continue to "infect future proceedings."
Byrne also violated confidentiality orders in the case, Upadhyaya wrote, but the scope of his actions and any penalties sought by Dominion were to be determined.
"We are appealing," Byrne said Tuesday night. "They may think it was a tactical victory, but eventually they will understand why it is a strategic mistake."
The courtroom punishment shows how legal consequences continue to pile up for many allies who amplified Trump's false 2020 election claims 31/2 years after he attempted to overturn President Joe Biden's victory, even as top Republicans led by Trump have refused to commit to accept November's election results with 12 weeks to go until Election Day.
Still, Byrne -- who has funded efforts to undermine the results of the 2020 election -- has continued to attempt to use evidence disclosed in the litigation to push false accusations against Dominion, while claiming that law enforcement would face "a piano wire and a blowtorch" if they did not drop a case against an ally, who a Colorado jury found guilty on Monday.
Lambert said Tuesday that Byrne will file an "immediate appeal" of Upadhyaya's decision.
Dominion has won settlements of $787.5 million from Fox News for airing baseless claims that its voting machines were used to rig the 2020 election against Trump and for Biden, and it has sued seeking similar $1 billion-plus damage payouts from Byrne, conservative businessman Mike Lindell, and former Trump attorneys Rudy Giuliani and Sidney Powell.
In December, Byrne hired Lambert, a lawyer who tried to upend Trump's loss in Michigan and who is also known as Stefanie Lambert Junttila. She was charged in August 2023 with four state felony counts of accessing voting machines in 2020 in a fruitless search for evidence of a conspiracy theory against Trump. Lambert's repeated defiance of court authorities while under criminal prosecution have created more drama in the key 2024 swing state and in D.C., where her civil and criminal cases have become entangled.
Lambert did not appear for a March 7 hearing in her criminal case, prompting a bench warrant for her arrest. She was taken into custody by U.S. marshals in Washington after a hearing in Byrne's civil case March 19 and was released on an unsecured $10,000 bond by a D.C. Superior Court judge. She was ordered to turn herself in to the police in Michigan.
Right before her arrest, Lambert admitted in Byrne's case that despite a court order to protect the confidentiality of Dominion records in the case, she shared some with Dar Leaf, a county sheriff in southwestern Michigan who was investigated as part of the alleged voting machine plot. More than 2,000 pages of the documents were posted to an account under Leaf's name on X the previous weekend. Lambert cited the contents of the disclosures to argue that the case against her in Michigan is illegitimate.
Dominion urged the court in Washington to remove her from the case, saying it sued Byrne and others "to stop the lies, to end the threats of violence" against its employees but that Lambert was "using these very lawsuits ... to spread yet more lies and do yet more harm." The company said Lambert's actions "should shock the conscience" and continued to undermine the integrity of the legal and election systems.
Lambert alleged that they were proof that "Dominion conspired with foreign nationals in Serbia" to undermine the U.S. election system. Echoing his argument to the court, Byrne wrote on X that Lambert "signed an NDA, but she found evidence of ongoing crime, and reported it to law enforcement. If she found a severed head in discovery box she had a duty to report it to law-enforcement, too."
Dominion's attorneys responded that this was a "xenophobic conclusion" based only on the fact that the company has some overseas employees. A company spokeswoman added in an email that "any allegation that Dominion employees anywhere tried to interfere with any election is flatly false."
Lambert argued that Byrne was entitled to share "national security information" with law enforcement. Byrne left the company he founded in 2019.
Byrne has since become a prominent source of false claims about the past election, and he met with Trump and others at the White House to discuss ways to keep Biden from taking office.
Dominion was alerted to the leaks by Byrne's former attorney, Robert Driscoll, who told the court that he learned about the disclosures through social media and asked Lambert to prevent them. He and his firm left Lambert's case March 12 but continue to represent him in other matters.
Lambert was involved in former Trump attorney Sidney Powell's unsuccessful lawsuits to block certification of the 2020 election results, and records indicate both were involved in efforts to access voting machine data in Georgia and Michigan. Powell has pleaded guilty in Georgia state court to conspiracy to commit intentional interference with the performance of election duties. A description of an unindicted co-conspirator in the Georgia case, in which Trump and others are described as engaging in a racketeering scheme, matches Lambert.
Separately on May 9, Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel announced additional felony charges against Lambert and former Adams Township clerk Stephanie Scott, alleging that they accessed voting systems without authorization in search of fraud. Both have pleaded not guilty.
Lambert is tentatively set for trial in her first Michigan case in October. Trial dates have not been set in her second case or in Dominion's case against Byrne.
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Harris cuts Trump's advantages on economy, immigration
Harris runs better than Biden on other issues, too -- significantly outpacing the president and expanding Democrats' edge on abortion.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-14

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event in Detroit last week. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


For his entire aborted 2024 reelection campaign, no issues threatened to hamstring President Joe Biden quite as much as the economy and immigration.
The economy is almost always voters' top issue, and views of Biden's handling of it were routinely way underwater. Immigration is generally less important in voters' minds, but a border crisis pushed Biden's numbers on the issue to historically low levels -- to the point where three-fourths of independents and large numbers of Democrats disapproved. One poll early this year showed Americans preferred Donald Trump over Biden on immigration by more than 30 points.
Vice President Kamala Harris replacing Biden as the Democratic presidential nominee has significantly blunted those liabilities for Democrats.
A new poll this week piqued more than a few people's interest. It came from the Financial Times and the University of Michigan's Ross School of Business, and it showed that about as many Americans preferred Harris on the economy (42 percent) as preferred Trump (41 percent). Such a finding was previously unthinkable, after many months of the economy dogging Biden.
That might overstate how much Harris has mitigated this issue for Democrats. But it's surely somewhat.
Across three other recent polls to compare the two candidates on the issues -- national polls from NPR-PBS-Marist College and Marquette University Law School and a swing-state poll from the New York Times and Siena College -- Harris has trimmed between six and nine points off Biden's previous deficits to Trump on the economy.
On immigration, she has trimmed between four and seven points off Biden's previous deficits.
That said, she still trails Trump on these issues -- by between three and 12 points on the economy, and by between five and 18 points on immigration. And a CNBC poll last week showed that about twice as many voters said they thought they'd be better off financially if Trump wins (40 percent) as said the same of Harris winning (21 percent).
That suggests these key issues remain a liability, just less of one.
Harris has redrawn the issue contrast rapidly on other issues, too. And she has built a bigger lead on some key ones that already favored Democrats.
The key one: Polls suggest she's much better situated to take advantage of Democrats' advantage on abortion rights. While Biden led Trump on that issue by around 10 points in previous Times-Siena and Marquette polls, Harris now leads by 19 points in the Times-Siena poll and 23 points in the Marquette poll.
Harris has also gained somewhat in these polls on another issues Democrats have sought to emphasize, democracy, as well as health care and Medicare and Social Security.
Harris now leads by double digits on each of these issues, which Democrats hope will offset their deficits on the economy and immigration.
It's valid to ask why Harris suddenly over-performs Biden on these issues, particularly given that she has served alongside him for 31/2 years. There is little indication thus far that her policies differ markedly from his, and she has yet to detail too many policies -- though that is beginning to change this week.
But policy isn't the only factor; so too is a candidate's perceived ability to effectuate that policy and be a strong leader. It seems possible that, amid plenty of Democratic fretting about how Biden didn't seem to get enough credit for strong, non-inflation economic indicators, many voters were dinging Biden because of their belief that he simply wasn't up to the task -- not necessarily because of specific outcomes.
And perhaps there was an opening for them backing off these concerns. Many voters, for instance, perceive their own finances or the economy in their area as being strong, even as they viewed the national economy much more negatively. That suggests this might not be as immediate and lingering an electoral concern as it might seem.
What's clear is that, for whatever reason, Harris isn't bogged down on these issues because of her connection with Biden. She might not be the "change" candidate, per se, but she benefits from a perception that she'd be better.
It's not enough to give her an advantage on those two top-line issues (that Financial Times poll notwithstanding), but it is enough to give her more of a fighting chance -- for now.
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Unattainable beauty standards (for dogs) 
Dolce & Gabbana has released a perfume for pups. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-08-15

cartoon-pritchett-dogperfume (Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Harris introduces a muscular progressivism
This century's version of 'Scoop' Jackson Democrats.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-15

Vice President Kamala Harris with President Biden outside the White House on Aug. 5. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz have reset the presidential race, turned the campaign into a joyous crusade and given voters a real alternative to MAGA dystopia. (Those pundits who wanted Biden to dump her from the ticket or thought she was the weakest alternative to him should be eating crow.) Something else is afoot, however.
We might be seeing a shift in the Democratic Party. In the Cold War, there were "Scoop" Jackson Democrats, liberals who were tough on communism. Similarly, Harris and Walz have initiated what might be called "muscular progressivism," an activist domestic policy aimed at helping the middle and working classes coupled with heightened resoluteness in confronting domestic and foreign threats.
Harris is recapturing issues Republicans have traditionally featured. She touts the eye-popping drop in crime, the tough Biden-Harris border bill and the administration's vigorous defense of Ukraine against the Russian menace.
Harris, for example, is out with a new tough-on-the-border ad of the type you might see Republicans run (without the fear and racism, of course):
When talking about crime, she leans into her record as a prosecutor. She can herald the administration's remarkable record in reducing crime, especially violent crime, to near 50-year lows. The "Major Cities Chiefs Association found an overall 6% decline in violent crime among 69 cities during the first six months of 2024 compared to the same period last year," Axios reported. "54 of the 69 major cities in the report saw drops in violent crime -- defined as homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault -- in the first half of 2024." Her campaign emails now come with titles such as: "Crime Down, Border Crossings Down."
And in contrast to her opponent Donald Trump's kowtowing to dictators, invitation to Russia to attack NATO countries that haven't "paid up" and clear willingness to bargain away Ukraine's independence, Harris is an unabashed internationalist. Fred Kaplan at Slate writes that she did more than superficial protocol when she "visited 21 countries on 17 foreign trips, met with more than 150 leaders, and led the U.S. delegation at three Munich Security Conferences." She was an active participant in the president's daily briefings. He shares this nugget:
Toughness against threats to Americans' security certainly does not detract from the Democratic ticket's embrace of center-left policies to reduce income inequality (e.g., raise taxes on corporations, lower them for service workers), help working-class families (e.g., subsidized child care, restore the child tax credit) and advance social justice (e.g., protect reproductive, voting and gay rights). Democratic policies are broadly popular. "What a monster," Walz wisecracked, touting his free school meals program. "Kids are eating and having full bellies so they can go learn, and women are making their own health-care decisions."
Harris has embraced economic populism and a strong defense of personal freedom. ("Mind your own damn business" might be the most effective retort to the right-wing cultural wars yet.) The old complaints about "big government" do not hold water, especially when Republicans seek to intrude upon our most intimate decisions. The Democratic campaign understands that not even Republicans really want to shrink government. (Trump failed to repeal the Affordable Care Act or shrink domestic spending.) The administration's infrastructure plan, chips investment and prescription-drug cost controls are widely embraced beyond the progressive base.
People like government doing things to improve their lives. Indeed, center-left domestic policies command supermajorities, as I have pointed out.
The contrast with the MAGA Republican Party could not be more stark. After a brief flirtation with populist economics, Republicans have doubled down on trickle-down tax policy, attacks on regulation and even aversion to an independent Federal Reserve. The extreme Project 2025 would savage government programs that help working families (e.g., end Head Start), replace experts who protect health and safety with partisan yes-men and starve the states of needed funding on everything from education to Medicaid. Republican vice-presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) suggested repealing the Affordable Care Act is still on the table.
Since that offers nothing to middle- and working-class Americans, Republicans have resorted to ever-more-extreme cultural fights -- depriving women of bodily autonomy, censoring teachers, banning books, harassing LGBTQ+ Americans and attempting to Christianize government.
And when it comes to Americans' safety and security, Republicans have lost the high ground. On crime, their infatuation with guns has led to higher homicide rates in red states with lax gun laws; had they prevailed in opposition to the American Rescue Plan, states and localities would have been deprived of $15 billion in crime prevention funds. Their contempt for the FBI, Capitol Police and the judicial system as a whole undermines their claim to be the "law and order" party. (Having a felon as their nominee does not help either.) Trump's promise to pardon violent criminals who attacked police on Jan. 6, 2021 should put to rest the notion that Republicans "stand behind the blue." Likewise, on immigration, Republicans' willingness to wreck the toughest border deal in decades has undermined one of their key issues.
In sum, Democrats have coupled progressive domestic policies with the sort of muscular stance toward crime, illegal immigration and foreign threats that Republicans once held. This is one election in which no one seriously can claim the parties are alike -- or that the Democratic Party neglects national and domestic security.
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How an emboldened Ukraine caught Russia flat-footed
Ukraine's swift military incursion into Russia's Kursk region exposes that country's fragility under Putin.
By Editorial Board | 2024-08-15

Ukrainian troops operate a T-72 tank near the border with Russia on Monday. (Roman Pilipey/AFP/Getty Images) 


Ukraine's swift military incursion into Russia's Kursk region is barely a week old but already offers important lessons about the war. The surprise attack across a thinly defended border shows that asymmetric tactics -- a shock strike using a small and mobile force -- can help Ukraine fend off its larger adversary. It also exposes Russia's fragility under President Vladimir Putin, who after months of grinding losses along static front lines was hit with his guard down by the counterpunch.
This attack, in which Ukraine's troops have taken roughly 400 square miles, causing more than 120,000 Russian civilians to flee, is a bold move by President Volodymyr Zelensky and his military commander, Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, appointed in February. Long urged by the United States to avoid escalation, Ukraine had been exceedingly cautious about taking the fight across the border into Russia. Now, it is displaying audacity with the Kursk offensive, which will certainly provide a psychological boost to the nation and might help tilt the balance of the war. On top of that, Ukraine has now also taken delivery of the first F-16 fighter planes.
Daring, nimble tactics help Ukraine compensate for several disadvantages: a much smaller population than Russia's, making troop recruitment more difficult; its own resources are thin, and it depends almost entirely on underwriting and supply from the West. The surprise incursion also recalls Ukraine's success in the first year of the war, when its flexible and aggressive moves expelled Russia from the Kharkiv region. Such adventuresome thinking will be needed more than ever if Ukraine is to avoid defeat.
Escalation has risks, and we can't know how the Kursk operation will turn out. It is not clear whether Ukraine intends to further expand what's been seized, nor what the opportunity costs might be. A Russian response is highly likely. Mr. Putin frequently blames NATO and the West for Ukraine's actions; it is still not certain how he would react if he felt Russia was losing or backed into a corner.
Still, the incursion casts light on some significant Russian weaknesses. After two years in which Russian citizens were mostly supportive of the war or at least passive, the attack prompted outspoken protests on social media from citizens in the affected regions. The attack also showed that the Russian border was poorly defended. Most of the troops were lightly armed conscripts, with little or no military training. Hundreds have been captured by Ukraine; others fled. That Russia's supposedly impregnable borders could be so easily breached was extremely embarrassing to Mr. Putin; this is the first time since World War II that a foreign army has crossed into the country.
Mr. Putin has tried to show resolve but clearly was rattled in television appearances after the attack. He has called the Ukraine war a "special military operation" and avoided using the word "war"; now, he has ordered the Federal Security Service to impose an "anti-terrorist operation" in the Kursk, Belgorod and Bryansk regions, again avoiding the word "war." Mr. Putin told his advisers, "One of the obvious goals of the enemy is to sow discord, strife, intimidate people, destroy the unity and cohesion of Russian society." These have been exactly what Russia has inflicted upon Ukraine through 21/2 years of destruction. "Russia brought war to others, and now it is coming home," Mr. Zelensky said of the Kursk operation in his nightly televised address.
Mr. Zelensky's decision to move now was surely made with an eye on the U.S. political calendar and worries that Ukraine will face pressure to negotiate with Russia after the November election, especially if Republican nominee Donald Trump wins. Mr. Trump's continuing praise of Mr. Putin and his party's reluctance this year about aid to Ukraine are worrisome signs of what they would do given more power.
Mr. Zelensky might be thinking practically about how to save Ukraine regardless of who wins in November. If Ukraine manages to hold a sizable chunk of Russian territory, it could provide valuable leverage for a land-for-land trade in any future peace negotiations. Meanwhile, Ukraine is sending drones deep into Russian territory and might renew its request for permission to use longer-range U.S. missiles to target Russian air bases that have been used to stage the bombing of Ukrainian civilians.
Ukraine has proved yet again its determination to resist Russian aggression despite long odds, discrediting those who argue its cause is unworthy or futile. The United States and Europe should give Ukraine all possible means to end the war in a position of strength and as a functioning, prosperous democracy aligned with the West.
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FDA ruling on ectasy for PTSD is a bad trip for suffering patients
An overly narrow approach to medicine stands in the way of a powerful breakthrough in treating the disease.
By Tom Shroder | 2024-08-15

A temporary monument of dog tags is installed in favor of approval for MDMA-assisted therapy for PTSD outside the Capitol on July 10. (Pete Voelker for The Washington Post) 


Tom Shroder, a former Post editor, is the author of "Acid Test: LSD, Ecstasy, and the Power to Heal."
This month, the Food and Drug Administration denied a new drug application by Lykos Therapeutics that would have allowed the first legal medical use of a psychedelic drug. The denial took some by surprise because 20 years of FDA-approved clinical trials had shown dramatic success in treating Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) using a combination of talk therapy and MDMA -- the rave drug known as ecstasy. PTSD, a devastating and difficult to treat condition, affects an estimated 13 million Americans and more than 350 million people worldwide.
In the final phase of the trials, encompassing almost 200 subjects with moderate to severe PTSD, just three sessions of MDMA plus therapy relieved symptoms of PTSD in two-thirds of the participants, so that they no longer met the diagnostic criteria for the condition. A six-month follow-up showed the benefits persisted.
The FDA's denial followed a negative recommendation from an advisory committee. The panel of independent mental health and medical experts gave a handful of reasons for concluding that the seemingly strong results of the studies couldn't be trusted. Most prominently, they pointed to the fact that the double-blind testing regime -- intended to prevent both patient and therapist from knowing if the pill taken was the studied drug or a placebo -- was compromised by the unique and well-known impact of psychedelic drugs on consciousness.
This is effectively saying the study was doomed from the start. Of course subjects would realize they got the real thing. Aldous Huxley described the effect of a psychedelic drug, mescaline, the first time he took it. Gazing at a vase of flowers, he saw "the miracle, moment by moment, of naked existence. What rose and iris and carnation so intensely signified was nothing more, and nothing less, than what they were -- a transience that was yet eternal life, a perpetual perishing that was at the same time pure Being, a bundle of minute, unique particulars in which, by some unspeakable and yet self-evident paradox, was to be seen the divine source of all existence."
That would be hard to miss.
A randomized double-blind study is the FDA's "gold standard" of pharmacological research, but this one-size-fits-all approach privileges one narrow approach to medicine, the materialistic and mechanistic. MDMA is not intended to have a direct biochemical impact. Instead, it rearranges the mind so that psychic blocks and harmful patterns of thought are transcended and therapy becomes more effective. For pharmaceutical researchers steeped in the mechanics of molecular biology, this can be hard to accept.
Widespread use of psychedelic therapy began more than half a century ago, before the drugs became a countercultural phenomenon and were demonized and prohibited. From the start, therapists remarked that those who had the most positive therapeutic outcomes were those who had the most transcendent experiences.
Transcendence is exactly what's required to heal conditions such as PTSD, whose victims get locked into a subjective hell. At the same time, the hyper-defensiveness characteristic of PTSD makes them resistant to interventions. It's like trying to treat a dog with a gaping flesh wound. The animal desperately needs your help, but as you approach, it snarls and snaps. Fear and pain make it incapable of receiving assistance.
MDMA, considered not only a psychedelic but an empathogen for its ability to generate intense feelings of trust and empathy, seems ideal in this situation.
There have been some suggestions that to get a true idea of MDMA's effectiveness in treating PTSD, it would need to be administered alone, without accompanying talk therapy. But that is missing the point. The drug does not work directly on the disorder. Rather, it enables a positive therapeutic relationship while making psychic wounds less painful. This allows exploration of the disordering trauma without defensiveness or automatic recoil. The same drug-fueled sense of transcendence that makes the double-blind impossible is precisely what allows patients to escape toxic brain loops that have kept them trapped and hopeless. Subjects in the studies, encouraged to talk about the things that have tormented them relentlessly, commonly open up as they have never been able to, saying things like, "I feel protected."
A typical case is that of the survivor of a sexual assault who reported that she felt like she'd been trapped on an active battlefield, paralyzed among the horror as bullets flew at her. But under the influence of MDMA, she said, "I knew I could walk through it, and I wasn't afraid. The drug gave me the ability not to fear fear."
That fearlessness, plus MDMA's well-documented power to promote feelings of trust and closeness, are an ideal combination for effective therapy. But those same qualities increase the danger of therapeutic malpractice, which the panel also noted in light of an incident of inappropriate sexual contact between study therapists and a subject. This malpractice was reported to proper authorities as soon as it was discovered; the therapists were banned, and safeguards -- clear ethical codes, training and monitoring -- were reviewed and reinforced.
Yet the incident added to the lingering miasma of distrust of psychedelics and the double-bind of the double-blind. In the end, the panel advised the FDA to reject. The agency took the smaller step of calling for further study.
It's not clear how this can happen. More study would require millions of dollars Lykos doesn't have and possibly many years. And unless the medical community can open its own mind to more complex approaches to medicine, there is little point. We must not let narrow ideas of testing come before the needs of veterans, first responders and sexual assault survivors suffering from a cruel disorder.
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A recipe for cooling down American politics
I've worked in war-torn countries, and I've seen what it takes. People need to talk -- really talk.
By John Paul Lederach | 2024-08-15

(Washington Post staff illustration; iStock) 


John Paul Lederach is professor emeritus of international peacebuilding at the University of Notre Dame, senior fellow at Humanity United and author of "The Pocket Guide for Facing Down a Civil War."
As a practitioner engaged with peace processes around the world for the past four decades, I am asked with increasing frequency an unsettling question: Are we headed toward civil war here in these United States?
Such a question isn't preposterous. In other places I have worked, deliberate toxic polarization -- exclusion, political control and the dehumanizing of adversaries -- has contributed to repeating cycles of armed conflict. Once unleashed, wars become very hard to end.
We are not exempt.
The divisions in our country are not new. But in recent years, we have witnessed a significant fraying of our social fabric. Public officials and their families have come under assault, as have civil servants and even ordinary people. Indeed, a May survey found that nearly half of Americans think a civil war in our country is either likely or very likely.
But not all the news is bad. Research published in late July confirms an important finding: Across partisan divides, Americans greatly overestimate the willingness of their adversaries to use violence. That means we have a rare opportunity to de-escalate.
Local leaders in dozens of war-torn countries have shown how to do it.
I especially recall a meeting in 2019 in Valledupar, in northern Colombia, that defied logic, given 50 years of armed conflict in that country. People from all sides of the political, ethnic and cultural divides -- every one of them personally impacted by violence -- sat around a table. Two of them had family members who had been extradited and imprisoned in the United States: one the son of a prominent paramilitary leader and, on the opposite side, the brother of a FARC guerrilla commander. Yet there they were together, talking and listening. Learning. Eating. Even laughing. They rarely agreed; in fact, they argued with passion. But they kept on talking to pursue a shared conviction: Despite their deep differences, the violence had to stop.
They called their ongoing conversation the "Improbable Dialogues." For me, who had worked with victims in this same region at the height of violence 20 years earlier, the gathering left an indelible impression.
But Colombia is not the only place I have seen this kind of courage. I saw it in the cross-community work over decades in Northern Ireland, and in the remarkable work of the "women of Wajir" in the border areas of Kenya and Somalia, who brought about the end of widespread warfare between clan-based militias.
It can work here, too.
With our current divides, many people feel forced into choosing sides. We pull back from relationships where even a hint of political difference exists. We consider who said something and whom they associate with to judge the merit of what they said. We talk a lot about those we don't like. We rarely talk with them. To feel safer, we only engage with people who agree with us.
Places like Valledupar offer examples of people who had to navigate historic harm, poisonous politics and open violence. Their willingness to engage and think innovatively made the difference. Indeed, achieving and sustaining an end to armed conflict requires a web of people who, despite their differences, are willing to confront the forces of violence where they live. They suggest a way forward for us.
First, we need to reach beyond our isolated bubbles. In other places, reaching out frequently started with a few people who had the imagination to take a small risk: They dared to open a conversation with their perceived enemies in their own community. This small step was the start of a meaningful journey.
Second, we have to rehumanize our adversaries. We must have the courage to confront dehumanizing language and behavior, especially when it comes from within our closest circles. For many, like the Improbables in Valledupar, these became guiding daily practices: Refuse to belittle others. Stay curious about their lives. Speak about your own deeply held convictions without blame, retreat or demonization.
Finally, we need to stick with it. We can't just pull away when difficult issues emerge. We must engage on policy but also acknowledge deep-seated fears, historic wrongs and identity differences. People who learn to stay the course know that politics without violence is only possible when we stay connected. It's hard, but not nearly as difficult as stopping a war.
The very notion of the Improbables suggests the unexpected can have transformative power. When former enemies jointly propose ideas, it shocks the system of toxicity. People can no longer react instinctively; they must stop and look twice. Even a short pause of curiosity opens potential for a more meaningful conversation.
Our country could use a good pause. Thankfully, we have many such efforts already underway.
The Bridging Divides Initiative, the Citizen Connect platform and the Weave Community have developed national maps where local people are engaging across divides throughout our nation. The "Story Corps" podcast's One Small Step shows the potential and power of one-on-one conversation among highly diverse people and in places we would least expect a meaningful dialogue.
The One America Movement, joining up with religious communities, has reached over 1.3 million people who constructively confront toxic polarization over political, religious and racial divides. Or take the Sustained Dialogue Institute: Informed by deep international experience, it has supported campus-based programs at nearly 100 universities in the United States. Its approach encourages students to begin enduring conversations about the volatile issues that matter most on their campuses.
The best way to end a civil war is to stop it before it happens.
Will Americans have the courage to nurture these initiatives demonstrating that politics -- honest partisan politics -- can thrive without violence? I believe we can, and we must.
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Why the disinformation brigade has utterly failed to weaken Trump
Too many efforts to weed out falsehoods have been marred by politics. 
By Megan McArdle | 2024-08-15

A viewer watches Elon Musk's interview with Donald Trump on X on Monday. (Adam Gray/Reuters) 


When Donald Trump seized control of the Republican Party and the White House, the aghast Western establishment decided that his ascendancy had to be a mistake or a foreign trick. Enter the disinformation specialists:  the journalists and academics who devote themselves to checking the internet for bad facts and bad actors -- and especially for the malevolent impulses of Trump.
Some of their efforts have been useful, including their fact-checking of Trump's more frenetic flights of fancy. (Your inauguration crowd was larger than Barack Obama's? Um, sure, Mr. President.) But the larger effort has been repeatedly marred when the disinformation experts have acted as censors, suppressing information that turned out to be true, and spreading other information that was false.
Think back to the years the American public spent on the verge of finding out that Trump was a Russian plant. Recall when it was "misinformation" to suggest  the pandemic might have started in a Wuhan lab. Recollect how a bevy of putative experts assured us that Hunter Biden's laptop was probably a "Russian information operation" rather than ... Hunter Biden's laptop. If these memories have faded, remember that just a couple months ago, we were hearing that videos of President Joe Biden's obvious decline were actually expert-certified "cheap fakes."
After each embarrassment, I thought, "Aha, this will teach the disinformation experts some humility." And each time, they have reemerged, unchastened. Most recently, when Elon Musk announced that he would interview Donald Trump on an X live stream. European Union Commissioner Thierry Breton sent and then published (on X, no less) a huffily worded and, as it turned out, unapproved letter warning that X might face consequences in Europe unless Musk took "effective mitigation measures" to ensure against "the amplification of harmful content."
The episode sums up all the ways in which the "disinformation" specialty has gone wrong with Trump: the arrogance, the confusion of opinion with legal or empirical fact, the destroy-the-village-in-order-to-save-it attempts to shore up democracy by clamping down on political speech.
Not to mention the bumbling ineffectiveness of it all.
For Breton's interference made no difference; Musk quite rightly went ahead with his show, and what followed was more dangerous to the Trump campaign than it was to democracy.
Listeners who tuned  on Monday night heard ... well, actually they heard nothing for the first 41 minutes, as the feed immediately crashed. Those who persevered were rewarded with a couple hours of soporifically familiar Trump talk.
Oh, there was some interesting back and forth in the first few minutes, as the former president spoke about the experience of getting shot. But he quickly switched to his golden oldies: wild and often scurrilous claims about immigrants, complaints about lawfare, and so forth.
Did he say things that were untrue? Yes, from trivial exaggerations of bacon price inflation to major misstatements about immigration. Were some of the lies morally reprehensible? Indeed, they were.
But none of what he said was new, especially not to the million or so people listening alongside me. This was an event for political obsessives who already know how they're going to vote.
In two hours, I learned something about Musk's evolving views on immigration, crime and regulation but nothing about Trump. He merely confirmed that he is constitutionally incapable of acting in his own best interest, much less that of the country, because he is too fond of his greatest hits, too mired in grievances and wounded  self-regard to effectively make a case for himself or a case against Kamala Harris. Time and time again, as Musk gamely tried to get him to say something interesting about public policy, he instead veered into his familiar litany. And as is often the case, familiarity bred contempt: The shtick seemed exhausted, and so did he.
It's an excellent illustration of why the whole disinformation movement has proved so misguided. Letting Trump talk was healthier than trying to shut him up, and the impulse to panicked censorship, rather than sober counterpoint, does more to discredit the disinformation mavens than to improve our politics.
The movement's implicit promise has been that falsehoods can be measured scientifically, like the speed of light, and then eliminated from the information ecosystem, like unwanted pollution. This was always a pipe dream, as the disinformation experts themselves kept demonstrating. They made too many errors themselves, and their errors showed a suspicious tendency to all run in the same political direction, giving credibility to conservative complaints that this was less about altruistic truth-telling than about insiders borrowing the credibility of their institutions -- news outlets, universities, the European Commission -- to undercut a politician they didn't like.
Whether or not you think this was a legitimate use of that institutional power, it's hard to argue that it was an effective one. After eight years of all-out disinformation warfare, Trump's approval ratings are holding up better than public trust in academia and journalism. And this fact, not Trump's rambling, is what the disinformation brigade ought to be worrying about most.
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Finally, someone wants to buy your old office 
Today's low, low prices mean losses for some but perhaps downtown revivals for everyone.
By Heather Long | 2024-08-15

A closed Marshalls store in D.C. in January 2023. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


How scary is the "urban doom loop"? Office buildings are selling for fire-sale prices -- all over America. The trend has been especially eye-popping in San Francisco, New York, Chicago and Denver, where some buildings have gone for 90 percent discounts. It's easy to assume downtowns are dying or, worse, that this could turn into another ugly financial crisis. But I see good news: These sales mark the start of downtown makeovers.
By now, everyone understands the basics of what's happening. Office workers have fallen out of love with their offices. Most prefer working from home, at least some of the time. Efforts to force them back are largely failing, as are incentives such as free food and a desk with a nice view. For white-collar jobs, hybrid work is here to stay. This is why the U.S. office vacancy rate is 20 percent, a record high. Companies simply don't need as much space.
There are actually two types of office buildings: the desirables (built in the past decade) and the old stuff (built in the 1970s, '80s and '90s). The desirables have big windows, fancy lighting, contemporary lobbies and "wow" rooftops or balconies. In most cities, these "Class A" properties, as they're known in the real estate world, are almost fully occupied. The offices in trouble are the older ones that still look (and smell) like it's 1994. These "Class B" and "Class C" buildings are the ones that are struggling to find tenants and quickly losing value.
While it sounds grim, this office crisis isn't big enough to spur a worldwide financial meltdown, as the home foreclosure crisis did in 2008-2009. The entire commercial real estate loan market is about $5 trillion. This includes warehouses, hotels, retail stores, apartments and other assets that are largely doing just fine. Offices make up only about $740 billion of the total debt, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association. (And remember: Some offices are snazzy new ones.) The residential home mortgage market, in comparison, was a whopping $10 trillion on the eve of the last financial crisis, with about $1.5 trillion of that in troubled subprime debt.
A second key difference is time. The residential home loan crisis hit fast, stunning most investors. The office market downturn is a widely known, slow-moving crisis, and sellers have had time to plan. Also, banks learned a lot from 2008-2009; today they keep more cash on hand to cover loans that default, and they aren't so eager to foreclose. About $1 trillion of the $5 trillion commercial mortgage debt is due to mature this year, which means a lot of debt has needed to refinance. At first, it seemed this might cause an avalanche of pain for banks and investors, but what's largely been happening is an effort to extend loans and give building owners more time.
So it comes as some relief to finally start seeing a few sales. With interest rates relatively high, the office market has basically been frozen for the past two years. Last year, as I called around to developers in D.C. and other cities to ask why sales were so sluggish, I heard over and over that many people were ready to buy. They knew which buildings they wanted and even hired architects to plan for converting offices into apartments, medical facilities, hotels or museums. But building prices have been too high and borrowing costs too onerous to move forward.
This is about to change. Borrowing costs will almost certainly start coming down as the Federal Reserve cuts interest rates in September (and beyond). Then more developers will pounce. Mayors and city councils are encouraging them with tax breaks, zoning changes and other incentives that lower the cost of transforming older offices to new uses, especially housing. Cleveland has been America's office conversion king in recent years. Early successes have attracted other buyers and developers. And the vibe has changed from 9-to-5 office culture to residential neighborhood, with people walking dogs, pushing strollers and carrying groceries.
Obviously, these changes mean major losses for some banks, pension funds, insurers and other investors. But, as Thomas Taylor of the real estate research firm Trepp told me, "This isn't nearly the bloodletting of the financial crisis or even in the initial phases of the covid panic." Delinquencies remain low. Offices are usually a small part of any institution's overall investments. Stocks and bonds have done well in the past year, and this has helped to offset losses. It has also been a great few years for investments in data centers, warehouses and even high-end shopping malls. This is not like 2008-2009, when all assets were slumping at once.
Offices aren't entirely out of the scare zone yet. There remains a lot of debt that needs to be refinanced soon, and things could get worse before they get better. But the most terrible scenario of all is empty or half-empty buildings dragging down the entire vibe -- and value -- of a city.
After every sale, there's usually a building makeover. This is how the doom loop turns into a revival.
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Never mind the immunity ruling. Trump can be prosecuted for Jan. 6.
The Supreme Court's ruling does not place Trump above the law regarding his attempts to overturn the 2020 election
By Richard Lazarus | 2024-08-15

President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a rally in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


Richard Lazarus is the Charles Stebbins Fairchild Professor of Law at Harvard Law School.
The Supreme Court's recent opinion in Trump v. United States can be fairly -- and sharply -- criticized for defining the scope of presidential immunity far too broadly. But nothing in the court's ruling places former president Donald Trump above the law for his alleged criminal acts in trying to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election.
In fact, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.'s opinion offers a surprisingly clear road map for the successful felony prosecution of Trump. The case against him is now back before U.S. District Judge Tanya S. Chutkan, and she should follow that clear pathway without further delay.
The central allegation of special counsel Jack Smith's indictment is that after losing the 2020 election, Trump conspired to overturn it by spreading knowingly false claims of election fraud to obstruct the collecting, counting and certifying of the election results. According to the indictment, Trump's conspiracy included three distinct sets of criminal acts. At most, only one of these three acts is derailed by the Supreme Court's ruling, leaving plenty of room for Trump's conviction on multiple felony counts.
First, Trump spoke on the phone and in person with state and local election officials to pressure them to refuse to certify the valid results of the election in their jurisdictions. Second, Trump incited a mob to attack the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 for the purpose of physically preventing members of Congress from certifying the election results. Finally, he improperly put pressure on Vice President Mike Pence, serving in his role as presiding officer of the Senate, to block that chamber from voting to certify the results.
The chief justice's opinion leaves little doubt that Chutkan can now validly conclude that Trump is not entitled to any immunity from felony prosecution (even though he was president at the time) for the calls and meetings he held with state and local election officials to persuade them to block the election results. The court ruled that any immunity Trump enjoys, whether absolute or presumptive in nature, is limited to "official acts." There is no immunity for actions that are "unofficial" in nature. The court accordingly invited Chutkan to analyze Trump's "interactions with a wide variety of state officials and private persons" to determine whether those interactions were official or unofficial in nature. But Roberts's opinion did not hesitate to make clear that Chutkan could legitimately conclude that all these contacts were unofficial in nature. The court carefully pointed out that "this alleged conduct cannot be neatly categorized as falling within a particular Presidential function."
The court similarly left little doubt that Chutkan was free to conclude that the speeches Trump made to the general public, including the rally on Jan. 6, which prosecutors alleged were designed to incite the mob that attacked the Capitol, were unofficial in nature and therefore not entitled to any immunity. The chief justice expressly acknowledged that there are "contexts in which the President ... speaks in an unofficial capacity." And to drive the point home, he offers an example: "as a candidate for office." The reference is hardly subtle. The court is peremptorily endorsing a finding that, based on Chutkan's "objective analysis" of "content, form, and context," Trump's speeches were those of a "candidate for office" and not entitled to immunity from prosecution.
Yes, the court was more doubtful about whether Trump's discussions with Pence were likewise outside the scope of presidential immunity. But, while that presents an intriguing legal issue, it has little practical importance for the fundamental question of whether Trump can be prosecuted and convicted of federal felony offenses. At some point, additional evidence or felony offenses just become piling on. The court clearly left open the possibility that Chutkan could conclude that any presumptive immunity to which the president might otherwise be entitled for conversations with the vice president was rebutted. Both because the vice president in this instance was acting as a legislative branch official and because the president "plays no direct constitutional or statutory role" in the election certification process.
Finally, it is quite clear that the special counsel can secure a conviction without relying on any of the evidence that the Supreme Court ruled must be out of bounds on immunity grounds even for a prosecution of unofficial acts that are not subject to immunity. That includes evidence of Trump's "discussions with Justice Department officials" about securing an official opinion suggesting fraud in the 2020 election. While such evidence would certainly have weighed in favor of a jury's finding the former president guilty, the special counsel has more than enough incriminating evidence without it, beginning with the stunning recordings of Trump's conversations with officials in states such as Georgia.
The bottom line is clear. Whether you are outraged by or sympathetic to the surprising sweep of the Supreme Court's presidential immunity ruling, it nevertheless leaves the former president very much open to a successful felony prosecution.
Will this prosecution occur before the November election? No, it will not, which is why many blame the court for adding to the delay that has marked this prosecution from the outset. Some of that delay, while frustrating to many, is understandable. It should not be easy to convict a former president of a felony for the first time in the nation's history. However, the court is not blameless and should have taken up the special counsel's request last December to hear the case then on an expedited basis. But the major source of the delay has not been the court but the attorney general's decision to wait almost two years before naming a special counsel.
It is now up to Smith and Chutkan to follow the pathway created by the Supreme Court to secure Trump's conviction. And it is the responsibility of the American people to determine the relevance of the serious allegations against the former president when they cast their votes in November.
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We're concerned about our safety. We also like our guns.
Readers tackle gun rights, the danger of loneliness and feeling safe (or not). 
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-08-14

A photo of Jawanna Hardy's uncle appears during Guns Down Friday's Peace Dinner in D.C. on Nov. 17, 2023.  (Eric Lee for The Washington Post)


Regarding the July 30 article "Lawmaker blocked gun research, then came to regret it":
Kudos to the creators of this story. It was a unique graphic presentation of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's attempt about 20 years ago to study and research gun violence. Once again, The Post highlighted the struggle, damage and human loss from gun violence in our country  -- a true health crisis.
All citizens should take a stand by voting for policies that address this public health crisis.
As former congressman Jay Dickey (R-Ark.) aptly stated in his 2015 apology for blocking federal funding for gun violence research, "Doing nothing is no longer an acceptable solution." What is? Maybe it is time to realize that the Second Amendment to the Constitution was written to allow Americans to establish militias to defend themselves and not to allow individuals to own guns (the revisionist views of today's Supreme Court notwithstanding). Now 44 states include a right to bear arms in their constitutions.
Let's band together to end this public health crisis -- for the sake of our children.
Susan Coyle, Great Falls
In his July 27 Free for All letter regarding Petula Dvorak's July 16 Metro column on guns, writer Donald Poole supported his position that "the problem isn't guns" by drawing the analogy (following Ms. Dvorak's logic) that the culpability for injury caused by a drunk driver lies with the motor vehicle.
The correct root cause of a drunk driver incident is the alcohol, not the car. Alcohol is highly regulated as to who can sell it, who can purchase it, where it can be used and under what circumstances because it is potentially dangerous. Taking the analogy one step further, I would argue that guns, also clearly potentially dangerous, should be subject to regulation at least as strict as that which applies to alcohol.
It's not realistic to suggest citizens stop driving, drinking or owning guns. But I believe it behooves us to regulate the availability of guns before they are used criminally, just as we have laws designed to stop people from using alcohol before driving a vehicle and causing injury or death to themselves or others.
Daniel W. Keiper, Falls Church
I applaud Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy for his declaration that gun violence is a public health crisis, as I do his taking with the utmost seriousness the effect of social media on youth mental health.
The Post's June 26 front-page article "Advisory: Firearm violence is U.S. crisis" highlighted data on the issue of gun violence, including the increase in homicides, suicides and mass shootings. It also stated that gun violence is the leading cause of deaths among children and adolescents. It compared the United States (unfavorably) with other high-income countries in the incidence of gun-related deaths. It also discussed the higher incidences of deaths among minorities. Finally, it pointed out the effect of high-capacity magazines, and it discussed the role of the National Rifle Association in opposing stricter measures to curb gun violence.
While numerous statistics were provided in the article, nowhere did it mention the most basic data point: Nearly 50,000 people die from gun violence in the United States annually. In terms of Americans dying, that's nearly a Vietnam War each year and a World War II each decade.
Nazir Dossani, Great Falls
Regarding the July 31 article "Suicide rates in preteens continue to climb, study finds":
The suicide rate for U.S. adolescents is climbing, and recent findings point to a variety of reasons, including loneliness.
Isolation is dangerous, particularly for young people. I know this all too well. When my older brother Brian was 22, he took his own life. He felt alone and was hindered by the stigma surrounding mental health discussions, which prevented him from getting the support he needed.
The pandemic has exacerbated this issue, especially among our youth. Research conducted by Active Minds, the organization I lead, shows that 67 percent of young adults are more likely to seek help from a friend than anyone else, including trusted adults. Access to trusted peers is necessary for the avenues for support to grow and to ensure strong mental health. Without access to a support network, connections whither and teens no longer feel they have the help they need when it really counts. If Brian's peers had known how to pursue these crucial conversations, his story could have turned out differently.
Alison Malmon, Washington
The writer is the founder and executive director of Active Minds.
The Post's Editorial Board did a great service to the public in its July 29 editorial, "Crime rates are easing -- as best we can tell," by citing a Council on Criminal Justice report showing that crime is falling, at least as far as we know.
It is critically important to dispel the myths promoted by those with a political interest in insisting that crime is rampant and we are doomed. Developing sound, national policies for improving community safety depends on knowing the facts about crime and trends that reveal successful crime-reduction strategies.
The editorial also highlighted the lack of adequate funding for crime reporting and analysis, which constrains our ability to assess the full impact of crime. Even with the more robust collection of crime data through the National Incident-Based Reporting System that the FBI is successfully expanding to cover most of the population, we have no national data on many crimes that occur and are of deep concern to Americans. We don't know how many nonfatal shootings there are. We don't know how much white-collar crime there is. We don't know how much computer-assisted crime there is, such as identity theft and corporate fraud. Even the highly respected National Crime Victimization Survey does not count crimes against children under 12 or crimes against businesses. No federal system compiles the true costs and impact of crime to help us understand what to do about it.
We must face the reality that police can never know the extent of crime that goes unreported. Given that, it's essential that we develop the data collection and analysis methods that will give us a complete picture of crimes that are reported. Even if we raised the funding for crime recordkeeping and data coordination by an order of magnitude, it would still be far less than other federal statistical systems.
Paul Wormeli, Ashburn
The writer is the former deputy administrator for the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration at the Justice Department.
In her Aug. 3 op-ed, "How safe do you feel? Do the detergent test.," Megan McArdle argued that, while violent crime is easy to measure and seems to have gone down, the public may be equally, if not more, concerned about shoplifting, property crimes and general disorder in urban areas. Ms. McArdle hopes that somewhere on the campaign trail, some enterprising journalist will ask Vice President Kamala Harris whether she is going to do something about nonviolent local crime.
How bad is nonviolent crime? Ms. McArdle said it's hard to measure and no one knows. But she was apparently sure Republicans care more than Democrats. Perhaps some enterprising journalist will explain to Ms. McArdle that the Republicans, in this sea of uncertainty about such crimes, have spent years trying to frighten the public -- especially focused on Democratic-majority cities -- for political purposes only. How the public feels is due, in part, to Republicans' political allegations, not the facts on the ground.
Craig Hoogstra, Washington
Columnist Megan McArdle pointed out that, although violent crime is lower than it was before 2019, we nonetheless do not feel safe. Why? It's the guns. There are so many guns in the hands of civilians that you must assume everyone you meet is armed. In today's America, any unpleasant confrontation -- like bumping a stranger with a shopping cart or appearing disrespectful by frowning in their direction when you simply forgot your phone -- can result in being shot. How can you feel safe?
Anita Heygster, Pasadena, Md.
I am a disabled veteran living in pro-Trump Texas. I drive a Ford F-350 and own at least four pairs of cowboy boots. I am also a petite, White female in a long-term, committed relationship with an African American male. I experience racism regularly. Our personal property has been vandalized. No moment is too small for harassment. Not grocery shopping. Not dinner out. Not getting gas. There have been two specific incidents where I truly feared for our physical safety.
And it's not just me. In 2023, the United States had 282 reported white supremacist events, a 63 percent increase from 2022, according to the Anti-Defamation League. That means, on any given day in America, it's more likely white supremacists are publicly active than not. Even more alarming, reported hate crimes have almost doubled since 2015.
Violence and hatred are unacceptable across the board. If you or your party condemns the assassination attempt on Donald Trump (as the world should) but does not condemn the violence he incites, you are a hypocrite. Your situational condemnation means nothing; it is moral theater.
Melissa McGaughey, Azle, Tex.
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Not taxing tips is a dumb gimmick. Harris is wrong to follow Trump.
The Biden-Harris team dismissed an idea it now embraces. How it went from a waitress to mainstream.
By Editorial Board | 2024-08-14

Republican vice-presidential candidate JD Vance writes "No tax on tips!!" on a bill last month as he leaves cash for a gratuity at Park Diner in Waite Park, Minn. (Alex Brandon/AP) 


Claiming a restaurant server in Las Vegas gave him the idea, former president Donald Trump promised a rally in that city in June, "We are going to not charge taxes on tips." Though rational as a pander to a state with the highest concentration of hospitality workers in the country, the proposal took Mr. Trump's economic advisers by surprise. It should have: Ending taxes on tipped income would warp labor markets, incentivize new forms of tax avoidance and reduce federal revenue. And yet Republicans fell into line. They incorporated the idea into the GOP platform; Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) announced the House would "pass it as soon as we can."
To its credit, what was then President Joe Biden's reelection campaign, which also needed to carry Nevada, refused to match what it called Mr. Trump's "wild campaign promise." It said there were more effective ways to reach the same goal. Lael Brainard, director of the White House National Economic Council,  said tipped workers in Nevada would gain an average $6,000 from eliminating the federal tipped minimum wage and raising the general minimum wage.
Much has changed since then. Mr. Biden is gone from the Democratic campaign and so is rationality about this issue. On Saturday, the new nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris, promised -- in Las Vegas, naturally -- that she, too, would "eliminate taxes on tips for service and hospitality workers." On Monday, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the president would sign such a law.
Presidential candidates have long campaigned in Iowa's caucuses by pledging to support wasteful ethanol subsidies. Now, apparently, ending tip taxation is the ethanol of Nevada, a state whose six electoral votes could decide the presidency. About 300,000 people work in casinos, hotels and restaurants there; Mr. Biden won by 33,596 votes in 2020.
The tax code treats gratuities the same as regular wages. In 2018, the most recent year for which data is available, 6 million taxpayers reported roughly $38 billion of tips, according to the IRS. Of course, many workers don't report cash tips, which makes them de facto tax-free. But expanded use of credit cards and mobile payments for tipping has made it harder to hide tip income from the tax man -- and created an issue for Mr. Trump and, now, Ms. Harris, to exploit.
Even so, it's an overreaction: Of an estimated 4 million tipped workers in the United States in 2023, more than  one-third earn so little total income that they don't owe any federal income tax, according to Yale's Budget Lab. Many are eligible for the earned-income tax credit, a federal wage supplement. (For technical reasons, they might lose that if their tips are no longer subject to taxes.) As for the impact on federal revenue, that depends on how widely the exemption extends. If applied to income tax and Social Security and Medicare payroll taxes, as a bill by Reps. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) and Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) would do, the loss to the Treasury could be between $150 billion to $250 billion over a decade, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. The figures would be about half that if tips were exempt from federal income taxes only and a little bit less if this exemption phased out for higher earners, CRFB estimated.
Of course, if workers and businesses try to shift compensation to tips, the revenue loss would be greater. And, because incentives influence behavior, they probably would try: Ready to tip the guy at Jiffy Lube? Your dental hygienist? Ms. Harris's campaign says her proposal would retain the payroll tax on tips; she'd seek "an income limit and with strict requirements to prevent hedge fund managers and lawyers from structuring their compensation in ways to try to take advantage of the policy." The Trump campaign has so far not provided specifics on these questions.
No matter the details, the whole idea of tax-free tips rests on an arbitrary distinction among workers. Why should a warehouse stocker, a grocery store checker, a security guard or a sanitation worker need to pay taxes on all their income but not a Black Jack dealer who earns most of her money from "tips"? The Tax Foundation highlighted the unfairness by comparing a hypothetical restaurant server and a cashier who each make $34,000 annually. Under current law, each pays about $2,100  in taxes. But without a tax on tips, the server could get a tax cut of more than $1,600.
In 2025, Congress must decide how and whether to extend the expiring 2017 individual tax cuts. Pandering by the presidential candidates has ensured that the first bipartisan policy idea to affect that debate will be a bad one.
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Onward, Republican Soldiers
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Christian nationalism.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-08-14

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Gaza protesters would be unwise to bring the chaos of 1968 to the DNC
Plus: Remote-work hubris. Venezuela's emergency. Iran's revenge.
By Drew Goins | 2024-08-14
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

The Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 28, 1968. (AP) 


As I was pulling together Post Opinions offerings from the past day or so, I noticed two pretty disparate pieces that both pointed out contemporary echoes of decades-old events -- each seeing not just a coincidence but a warning, too.
Let's head into the past, acclimating ourselves first with the shorter jump.
Chuck Lane writes that Venezuela's repression of the opposition's electoral victory two weeks ago (and the ensuing pro-democracy protests) proves that "the spirit of 1989 is alive and well." That was the year Eastern Europe lifted its Soviet yoke and China cracked down on student demonstrators in Tiananmen Square.
Unless things turn around (which they won't if the Biden administration keeps considering Venezuela a "second-tier foreign policy concern"), a huge geopolitical defeat awaits the United States, Chuck says. He cuts the States some slack, though, writing that Venezuela's authoritarianism owes more to the "regime's own relentlessness" than to any U.S. failures.
Turn back now further, to another tumultuous year. Colby King writes that next week's Democratic National Convention in Chicago is ripe for comparison to the Democrats' 1968 gathering in the city, just months after the incumbent decided not to run again, and where Americans opposed to a foreign war caused mass chaos.
"What followed in '68 is no prescription for today," Colby writes, especially on the last point. He hopes pro-Palestinian protesters will reconsider what derailing the Democrats' big meetup would do.
"Tear up next week's convention, fuel disarray, drag down [Kamala] Harris and make a second [Donald] Trump administration happen," he says. "See where that gets Gaza and the West Bank."
Chaser: The events of 9/11 echo every day for former U.S. solicitor general Ted Olson, whose wife died in the attacks. The recently negotiated plea bargains for three of the planners aren't the justice he originally hoped for, but he writes that the endangered deals are the best remaining path to resolution.
Seven generations hence, as our progeny huddle by the firelight to recount legends of the Golden Age of Zoom, one yarn of wile will stand above all others.
Marc Fisher delivers our first contemporary telling of the tale of Caroline Lian, the suburban Washington woman who juggled two full-time hybrid jobs by deconflicting the days she needed to appear in person for each -- before losing everything.
Marc assesses that in our newish environment of less-supervised work, "you hire, evaluate and promote people based mainly on what they accomplish on paper or screen, without necessarily getting a clear view of how they operate as a person."
Indeed, one of Lian's superiors, despite valuing said on-paper work, admitted that "I don't think I have much insight into how Caroline managed her professional career."
Leave that to the storytellers of tomorrow! Caroline Lian, today's working world scorned you, but one day your name will rise on the smoke!
David Ignatius has been churning out excellent reporting on Israel, Gaza and Iran recently, but his latest is particularly worth highlighting. Its message: "Assassination is a double-edged sword."
David takes us deep into Iran's plot for revenge, both for Israel's assassination of a top Hamas leader and for the United States' killing of Quds Force commander Qasem Soleimani in 2020 under President Donald Trump.
So far, Iranian actors attempting reprisal within the States have been detected, David says. But the sheer number of attempts is jarring.
As he writes, "In this week when we're watching a vulnerable Israel prepare for an attack, we should not forget that the United States has been a target zone for Iran, too."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Sing in me, O muse
Of that one skilled in all ways
Of, er, pretending
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The Paris Olympics' success will be a hard act for L.A. to follow
Los Angeles's problems of crime and homelessness far outweigh the challenges Paris faced.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-08-14

Actor Tom Cruise accepts the Olympic flag from Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass and gymnast Simone Biles during the Closing Ceremonies of the Paris Games on Sunday. (Franck Fife/AFP/Getty Images) 


PARIS -- After the epic success of the Paris Olympics, the risk for the 2028 Summer Games in Los Angeles is that the inevitable contrast will cast a harsh light on the dysfunction afflicting so many big U.S. cities.
It's tough to think of two major first-world cities more dissimilar than Paris and Los Angeles, and not only on the obvious points of scale (Paris's dense 40 square miles vs. L.A.'s sprawling 503), public transit (Paris's 4.7 billion in annual ridership vs. L.A.'s 327 million) and walkability (Paris: yes; L.A.: no).
Those factors will put the Olympics in the City of Angels at a qualitative disadvantage compared with the City of Light. But L.A. staged the Games with impressive success in 1984, and Mayor Karen Bass is laying plans to mitigate the city's most glaring challenges for 2028.
Taking a cue from Paris, which prioritized minimizing the Olympics' carbon impact and maximizing their sustainability, the mayor has pledged a "no-car Games," with venues accessible only by public transportation, including a fleet of several thousand borrowed buses. And she says she'll ask L.A. businesses to allow employees to work from home for the Games' duration, a plausible way to ease traffic in a city notoriously hooked on driving.
Those measures might help. But the more confounding challenges arise not from L.A.'s layout and infrastructure but from its profound social disorders, which will be all but impossible to patch.
If the Paris Games were a showcase for the city's gorgeous venues and iconic monuments, which wowed the world anew despite their familiarity, L.A.'s Olympics might easily throw into relief a dystopian downtown, where thousands of unhoused people sleep in tents and on sidewalks, and dangerous, drug-infested neighborhoods.
People on both sides of the Atlantic know, of course, that America's problems with violent crime, homelessness and substance abuse dwarf those across most of Europe.
That doesn't mean Europe is a problem-free paradise, or that France isn't beset by episodic strikes and street protests; pockets of poverty; ingrained racism and discriminatory policing; or its own surge in narcotics trafficking and drug-related violence.
But it remains the case that the range and depth of U.S. social ills, especially in cities, are jaw-dropping when measured against Europe's. Even for many Americans broadly aware of the disparity, the stark statistics might come as a shock.
For example, it is well understood that the homicide rate in most European capitals is low compared with those of most major U.S. cities. Yet it might still be jarring to consider that there were roughly as many people murdered last year in Omaha (population 485,000) as in Paris (population 2.2 million). That number was about 30.
France's No. 2 city by population, Marseille, has been the subject of lurid headlines as the epicenter of a recent spike in drug trafficking and violence. But it looks relatively safe when measured against Indianapolis, which, with a similar population, had quadruple Marseille's 49 murders last year.
As for Los Angeles, its murder rate last year was more than six times higher than Paris's -- even as homicides declined sharply in L.A. while they rose in Paris.
That should be food for thought for Bass, who attended the Paris Games' Opening Ceremonies, returned there last weekend for the Closing Ceremonies and pledged to emulate lessons from the city's Olympian achievements.
So should L.A.'s homeless population -- some 46,000 in the city, about 10 times the number in Paris, and another 29,000 in surrounding Los Angeles County. Ahead of the Paris Olympics, French authorities bused several thousand homeless people to temporary accommodations outside the capital. It's unlikely that L.A. would try the same feat, let alone manage it.
L.A. won't be the first crime- or drug-ridden city to host an Olympics. Rio de Janeiro, where the 2016 Games were held, struggled to keep fans and athletes safe against its own squalid backdrop of violence and insecurity. The resulting headlines -- dignitaries robbed at knifepoint, a crowd of stone-throwers attacking an Olympics bus carrying journalists -- didn't do Rio any favors.
Plenty of factors beyond crime, safety, drugs and urban dysfunction will play a role in L.A.'s success or failure as an Olympics host. With Hollywood as a touchstone and one of the world's most vibrant music scenes as another, it's a good bet the city will figure out how to generate buzz and throw a great party.
But it's worth remembering that the Olympics aren't just a stage for an array of exciting sporting events. They're also a crucible for the host city, and the spotlight can be harsh. If Los Angeles can't keep the Games safe, gunplay might steal the glory from the world's finest athletes.
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Trump's no Nixon. He doesn't deserve a pardon. 
When it comes to Trump, accountability is a can endlessly kicked down the road.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-08-14

President Richard M. Nixon speaks near Orlando on Nov. 17, 1973. (AP)


Just a few weeks ago, the question seemed almost preposterous: What should happen to the federal prosecutions of Donald Trump if he is defeated in November? Today, it might be premature to imagine a President Kamala Harris grappling with whether to allow the cases against Trump to go forward or whether, before or after any convictions, to grant him a pardon.
But this is a discussion worth launching now, in part because, as the prospect of a Harris victory comes into focus, there could be a "long national nightmare" impulse to put all things Trump in the rearview mirror. Under more ordinary circumstances, in more ordinary times, my sympathies would tend toward such calls for national reconciliation, the sentiments that animated Gerald Ford, 50 years ago next month, to pardon Richard M. Nixon.
In pardoning Nixon, Ford invoked the continued suffering of Nixon and his family, along with Nixon's years of public service, but said his decision was driven by the need for national healing.
In retrospect, that decision looks wise and selfless. But it's not the right template for thinking about Trump. Harris should allow special counsel Jack Smith to proceed with his prosecutions against the former president, or what's left of them after the Supreme Court's ruling on presidential immunity. If Trump is convicted, and the conviction is upheld, Harris should not use her power to pardon Trump or commute his sentence.
Why? What's the difference between Ford and Nixon then and Harris and Trump in a not-so-theoretical future?
First is the matter of consequences for bad acts, something that Trump has magically managed to avoid for most of his 78 years. Short-circuiting his prosecutions or upending his convictions would be the maddening capstone to a life of evading responsibility for wrongdoing.
A sitting president can't be prosecuted, under long-standing Justice Department policy, so the findings by special counsel Robert S. Mueller III that Trump might have committed 10 acts of obstruction of justice went nowhere. The House of Representatives voted twice to impeach Trump, but the Senate failed to convict -- the second time largely because Republican senators (and Trump's own lawyers) pointed to the prospect of criminal prosecution for efforts to interfere with the election results. Then the Supreme Court carved out a broad sphere of immunity for Trump, jeopardizing at least part of Smith's prosecution.
When it comes to Trump, accountability is a can endlessly kicked down the road. That's not in the interest of justice -- and it sets a bad precedent for future presidents. We can hope that it doesn't take the threat of criminal consequences to dissuade presidents from wrongdoing, but rules and laws without consequences are meaningless. And the charges against Trump -- that he plotted to overturn election results and obstructed justice to improperly retain classified documents --  involve serious misconduct that calls out for enforcement.
Second, Trump is no Nixon, and I don't mean this in a good way. Nixon's wrongdoing was egregious, and criminal. But he did not pose a threat to democracy on the same level as Trump, with his incessant claims of a system rigged against him, of elections stolen and politically motivated prosecutions. Nixon left office under political pressure, but, still, he left office.
Nixon cannot accurately be called repentant, but in accepting the pardon he acknowledged "my own mistakes and misjudgments," adding, "No words can describe the depths of my regret and pain at the anguish my mistakes over Watergate have caused the nation and the presidency -- a nation I so deeply love and an institution I so greatly respect." It is impossible to imagine anything approaching this degree of contrition from Trump. Those who accept no responsibility deserve no mercy. Those who continually incite discord should not receive a pass in the name of calming the turmoil.
Third, about that turmoil: Times have changed since Ford pardoned Nixon. The country has grown angrier and more divided. Ford openly worried about this in his day, warning that if he allowed a criminal case to proceed, "ugly passions would again be aroused. And our people would again be polarized in their opinions. And the credibility of our free institutions of government would again be challenged at home and abroad."
Back then, for all the fury generated by the pardon, it was a reasonable judgment that it would calm the waters overall. Today, I wonder whether that would happen. If Harris were to order the prosecutions dropped or grant a pardon, would that have the same salutary effect as Ford envisioned in 1974? Polarization has edged into antipathy, not mere disagreement but vehement disdain for the other side. Political tribalism reigns; it takes precedence over the national interest. It is hard to imagine an act by Harris toward Trump that would magically alter this ugly reality.
So, my advice for former prosecutor and possible president Harris is to let Smith do his job and the criminal justice system work its will. She can decide down the road about a pardon, but she should be wary of taking the lessons of a half-century ago as a road map for what is best for the nation today.
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Here's what I've learned about disasters: Your neighbor is your savior
Disasters happen. When they do, it is normal, everyday people who are the heroes.
By Amanda Ripley | 2024-08-14

A police vehicle on July 15 in Butler, Pa. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


This column is adapted from the updated version of Amanda Ripley's book "The Unthinkable: Who Survives When Disaster Strikes -- and Why."
On the day in July that a 20-year-old man named Thomas Crooks tried to assassinate former president Donald Trump, too many officials and agencies came up short, as we've heard again and again.
But we've heard far less about another category of first responders -- one that appears at every major emergency -- who have received very little scrutiny or credit.
Who were among the first to notice that there was a man behaving suspiciously on a nearby roof? Who repeatedly relayed this threat to law enforcement, insisting that they listen? And after the shooting stopped, who remained orderly and cooperative, generally speaking? It was regular people, like you and me, and it almost always is.
In a perfect world, we would not rely on the general public as our first defense against mass shooters or any other threat. But here's the thing: we will rely on them when disaster strikes. That's just reality. So why not start recognizing what regular people do -- and plan accordingly?
I've interviewed dozens of survivors of all kinds of catastrophes, from tsunamis to plane crashes, and I can tell you that they know extraordinary things, lessons rarely discussed in official homeland security briefings. I ended up writing a book about these ordinary people -- and what they wanted the rest of us to know. Because it was not just helpful; it was hopeful.
Disasters don't always turn into the exact nightmare you expect. And you have more power in those moments than you think.
The trouble is, authority figures do not respect the potential of regular people. Instead, they underestimate them. They don't include them in their emergency plans. They don't help them prepare and train for these moments. They don't level with them about the risks they face. So, regular people have very little idea what to expect.
We don't know, for example, that we will probably get tunnel vision in a life-or-death situation, which means we can miss opportunities to help ourselves and others. We'll likely experience everything in slow motion. We probably won't feel fear at all, not right in the moment. Instead, we will go through a period of profound denial before we accept what is happening around us.
The biggest mistake many of us will make in a real-life disaster is to shut down and freeze altogether (a survival instinct researchers call "negative panic"). Sometimes this lethargy is helpful. Other times, it's deadly (in, say, a burning building).
After each calamity, the congressional hearings and media scrutiny always focus on the government -- and what it did or didn't do. That's important. Leaders must be held accountable. But it's not the whole story. Regular people shouldn't feature into the equation only as either victims or perpetrators. We can do far more good than we imagine.
Consider: The odds are somewhere around 50/50 that we'll see another pandemic that kills at least as many people as covid-19 before the year 2050, according to Metabiota, a risk-modeling company that tracks infectious-disease risks and outbreaks. If we prepared for this with regular people in mind, we could protect many more lives -- and leave our institutions less broken, our civilization less scarred. But everything -- everything -- depends on rapidly building trust, which might be the scarcest resource of the 21st century so far.
Last time around, in March 2020, more than a week after covid-19 was declared a pandemic, Trump confided to journalist Bob Woodward that he was very intentionally misleading the public about the threat. "I wanted to always play it down," Trump said, according to Woodward's book "The Trump Tapes."  "I still like playing it down, because I don't want to create a panic."
Trump was not alone. From the beginning, Chinese officials concealed the severity of the outbreak, sharing false statistics and threatening health-care workers who dared to sound the alarm. Leaders in Italy, Brazil and India repeatedly played down the threat. In late February, Iranian officials minimized the danger of the virus and even boasted about sending face masks to China. Weeks later, Iran had one of the highest infection rates in the world.
The World Health Organization took over a year to admit that covid-19 was spread through airborne particles -- despite accumulating evidence. But its director, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, was lightning quick to warn against "fear and panic." Hysteria, he suggested in March (without any evidence), was as dangerous as the virus. "Let's calm down and do the right things," he said, telegraphing to billions of people that he did not trust them.
Somewhere along the line, authority figures stopped trusting regular people to handle the truth. I don't know when or why this happened, but it is dangerous and self-fulfilling. The more officials distrust the public, the more the public will distrust them. Then the public becomes vulnerable to disinformation, conflict entrepreneurs and propaganda. When no one knows whom to trust, it's extremely hard to act wisely and to reduce risk collectively. That pervasive cynicism, bottom-up and top-down, may now be more hazardous than any virus or earthquake.
Soon, we'll commemorate the 23rd anniversary of 9/11. When we do, it's worth asking: Who brought down the only plane that did not reach its target that day? The passengers aboard Flight 93, who learned that it would be used as a weapon if they did nothing. They deliberated, whispering behind their seat backs and gathering information over their phones. Then, in the decisive moment, they charged the cockpit and changed the course of history.
If regular people got as panic-stricken and selfish in a crisis as most of us think they will, Flight 93 would have almost certainly destroyed the White House or the U.S. Capitol. "It's highly ironic that our elected representatives were protected on 9/11 by everyday people," says homeland security expert Stephen Flynn.
The good news is that disasters have gotten dramatically less deadly over the past half century. That's because we've built ever more impressive vaccines, stronger buildings and better warning systems, among other things. But at the same time, we are doing less and less to build better survivors. Last year, when wildfires swept across Maui, the head of the local Emergency Management Agency decided not to activate Maui's 80 outdoor, all-hazard emergency alert sirens. Why? He was worried the sirens might confuse people, since the sound is often associated with tsunami alerts.
The public, it appeared, could not be trusted to hear the sirens and investigate further. (Warning messages did go out to phones, but many people missed them because of power and cell-service outages.) At least 100 people died from those fires. "I was flabbergasted," one local told Hawaii News Now. "We are not dumb. People would have known what to do."
The next catastrophe is coming. We need to rally all of our resources, which means we need to catalyze a trust recovery -- to make it easier for us to trust institutions and one another. Rebuilding that trust starts with recognizing the power that regular schmucks like you and me actually have. We should be telling stories in the media about our power and basing emergency plans around it. Because it's real.
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Does Harris need a serious policy agenda? Only if she wants to win.
Running without one is a really good strategy for Kamala Harris to come in second.
By Matt Bai | 2024-08-14

Vice President Kamala Harris during a campaign event in Philadelphia on Aug. 6. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


First came the surge of warm feelings when Vice President Kamala Harris emerged as the Democratic nominee, putting an end to weeks of uncertainty. Then, immediately after that, the swirl of speculation and excitement over whom she would pick as a running mate.
But now, with just a week to go before Harris formally accepts the nomination in Chicago, she'll need to figure out what's going to fuel her candidacy for these next three frantic months.
What kind of substantive campaign is Harris intending to run? Or does she really need substance at all?
That last question isn't me being facetious. There's a sentiment out there -- probably a consensus view among leading Democrats, although I can't say for sure -- that Harris would be wise to resist offering any bold or detailed ideas for the country between now and Election Day.
For one thing, she's not known to be a deep policy thinker, so it's not likely Harris is going to develop a grand vision that would differentiate her from President Joe Biden (or any other Democrat) in a matter of weeks. And even if she did, there's a fear that former president Donald Trump would turn that agenda against her, distorting the details just enough to make Harris seem like a deepfake Bernie Sanders.
When your opponent galvanizes your base just by existing, and when he has already failed to break the 50 percent mark in consecutive presidential elections, why hand him anything he can use? As a Democratic congressional aide put it to Politico this week: "Values unite and specific policies divide, so I don't think there is a desire to spend the next 80 days litigating Medicare for All, for example."
Harris will, as early as this week, offer up some pro forma policy agenda, which you can bet will be full of rhetorical marshmallows about building the middle class and expanding health care and all of that. (Her only specific proposal, to this point, was to shamelessly echo Trump's call for an end to taxing workers' tips.) But her main argument seems to be that she's joyous and not Trump.
I can't dismiss the merits of this approach out of hand. For 20 years or so, I've been making the case that elections are almost always won and lost on making people choose between competing arguments. (I even wrote a book to that effect, called "The Argument," in case you run across it at an estate sale.)
But I'm open to the possibility that what drove our presidential elections in the 20th century just isn't relevant anymore. Generations of Americans have now grown up in a world of vapid slogans -- "Hope and Change," "Make America Great Again," etc.  -- where every election seems to turn on a handful of votes in a couple of states. Perhaps, in this new world, it's better to let everyone project onto you whatever they want to see, rather than offer a more specific vision with which they might dare to disagree.
Maybe this notion that you should offer voters a cohesive, intellectual theory of the moment, the way Ronald Reagan or Bill Clinton did, is just something some of us reflexively cling to in our middle age, like fleece sweaters or Pearl Jam.
And yet, I can't shake the discomfiting sense that we've seen this movie before, and we know how it ends. In 2004, John F. Kerry's main agenda was that he wasn't going to be George W. Bush. In 2012, Mitt Romney tried running as a cipher who wasn't Barack Obama.
In 2016, you might remember, Hillary Clinton avoided any real argument other than that she wasn't Trump, which she and her advisers considered a foolproof strategy. (And don't howl at me that Trump had no argument of his own; "America First," however warped in its worldview, served as the basis for all of Trump's anti-immigrant, protectionist and isolationist policies.)
In every one of those campaigns, the candidate was thought to be, like Harris, a flawed communicator. Each became convinced that his or her least risky path to victory was to avoid lots of specific ideas or unscripted moments, to focus on making it to November without saying anything that would blow up the campaign.
In every case, it turned out to be a really good strategy for coming in second.
It's true that substantive arguments are controversial and easily misconstrued. But it may also be true that nominees do better when they actually have to defend their convictions -- and are more prepared to govern if they win.
Harris, of course, has less time to define herself than a typical nominee would. She might not be prepared to put forward an agenda of her own, and she might be persuaded by advisers that there's too much risk in even trying to lay one out now.
She should at least consider the possibility that it's riskier not to.
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What three things must Harris-Walz do now? I answered your questions.
Read the chat transcript from Aug. 14.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-14
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Submit your question below by Monday, August 5 to be included in the newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the chat transcript from Aug. 14 below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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Car with at least one abducted child crashes, law enforcement officials say
One adult and three children were injured, one critically, in the two-car crash on the Beltway during a chase by Virginia State Police into Maryland, officials said.
By Peter Hermann, Jasmine Hilton, Omari Daniels | 2024-08-15
One adult and three children were injured in a two-car crash on the Beltway during a chase by Virginia State Police into Maryland, law enforcement officials said. At least one child in the vehicle being pursued was reported to have been abducted, Maryland State Police said.
The events unfolded starting at 8:46 a.m. Thursday when Virginia State Police tried to stop a vehicle heading north on Interstate 95 in Fairfax County, police said. Police started pursing the vehicle after the driver failed to stop, Virginia officials said. The vehicle headed north on Interstate 495 and the driver lost control, crashing at around 9:07 a.m. on the outer loop of the Beltway at Branch Avenue, police and fire officials said.
"My understanding at this early stage is that the abducted juvenile(s) were in the vehicle" being pursued, said Elena Russo, an MSP spokeswoman.
Earlier Thursday, Virginia State Police had issued an Amber Alert for three siblings -- two boys ages 5 and 7, and a 16-month-old girl.
Authorities in Virginia Beach said a 36-year-old man had taken the children about 9 p.m. Wednesday after stabbing their mother. Police said the children were "believed to be in extreme danger" and had last been seen in Virginia Beach in a black 2024 Honda Passport SUV.
Shortly after the crash in Maryland, Virginia Beach police said on the platform X that the missing children had been located and Virginia State Police tweeted the Amber Alert had been canceled.
A Virginia Beach woman reached by telephone who identified herself as the mother of the abducted children said she knew about the crash and declined to comment further.
According to Prince George's County Fire & EMS, one of the children is in critical condition and was transported by helicopter to a hospital.
Maryland and Virginia state police are on the scene.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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She was a junior tennis star. Could she prove herself as a pro in D.C.?
The standout athlete was about to play her first match at the DC Open in Rock Creek Park. It marked her debut as an adult in a big-league tennis tournament.
By Sapna Bansil | 2024-08-15

Clervie Ngounoue plays at the Mubadala Citi DC Open in Washington last month. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Clervie Ngounoue stepped onto the court as the announcer called her name. The young standout athlete was about to play her first match at the DC Open in Rock Creek Park. Her cerulean blue braids were tied back in a neat bun. Over her shoulders was a large red backpack with her tennis rackets.
After years of training, practicing and competing, Ngounoue had at last graduated from the junior circuit to the professional ranks. She'd been invited to participate in her hometown tournament, held five minutes from where she grew up.
A round of applause echoed through the stadium.
"I see you, Clervie, let's go!" a woman shouted.
Ngounoue had spent many summer days at the Rock Creek Park Tennis Center, watching the best players in the world compete at this tournament and cultivating a dream to be like them.
Eleven days after her 18th birthday, she returned as a professional. It represented a step up for her nascent career: stiffer competition, a brighter spotlight and the pressure of performing with friends and family watching.
As Ngounoue and her opponent, Peyton Stearns, warmed up, the announcer  proclaimed Ngounoue "the next great American tennis player." The crowd whooped and clapped.
Members of Ngounoue's family began filling multiple rows of metal bleachers in a corner of the stadium. Her parents Aime and Cicily, Cameroonian immigrants who have traveled the world in support of their three tennis-playing children, sat near the front.
Under Aime's tutelage, Ngounoue began playing junior tournaments when she was 13 and soon won a number of prestigious competitions. By 16, she was ranked the No. 1 junior in the world.
Her first professional  season reached a pinnacle two days before she played in D.C., when she won a tournament in Dallas. The DC Open represented a different caliber of competition. Stearns, 22, is just four years older than Ngounoue. But in tennis, that difference is a chasm. Ranked 51st in the world, Stearns was the best player Ngounoue had faced all year.
Ngounoue wanted to win, but this stage of her career was equally about other things: embracing challenges, giving her best and making peace with the results.
The day before the match, she said: "I know it's not a straight journey. ... I can't just get there in a snap of my fingers -- as much as I want to."
When she is on her game, Ngounoue's serve crackles at over 100 mph.
But soon after play began, that serve began to fail her. Some sailed long, others smacked into the net. As the errors mounted, so too did Ngounoue's angst. Between points, she hung her head and inspected her racket strings. She looked toward her coach for help before the umpire offered a gentle reminder: Coaching during the match was not permitted.
After racking up nearly two dozen mistakes on her serve, Ngounoue lost the first set. She plopped into a chair and covered her face with a towel.
To stay in the match, she had to win the next set.
Her family offered encouragement. "Allez, kiddo, allez!" her mother shouted.

Family and supporters of Ngounoue applaud during her match last month. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


She steadied her serve but fell behind in the second set because of wayward groundstrokes and strong hitting from Stearns. As she sensed the match slipping away, she threw her hands up.
"What am I supposed to do?" Ngounoue yelled to her supporters.
"One point at a time," they urged.
She staved off three match points and rallied to extend the second set to a tiebreaker. Her family roared. Her coach urged her to keep fighting.
But she couldn't pull through.
Stearns won.

Ngounoue had hoped to win but said the match was a learning experience. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


On her way off the court, Ngounoue hugged one of her supporters, signed a few tennis balls and waved to the crowd that cheered for her once more.
As she walked toward the players lounge, fans shouted "Good job!" and "We're proud of you!" Ngounoue picked her head up and quietly thanked them. It was all she could muster in the aftermath of a frustrating loss.
About 45 minutes later, she sat with local media for a post-match interview.
How did she cope with losing control of her serve? someone asked.
"I laugh first, so that I don't cry," she said.  " ... I'll just try to go back to my fundamentals, honestly."
What would she take away from the match?
"It's obviously one that I'm going to learn from," Ngounoue said. "As they all are."
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D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2024
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2024. The pace of killings this year has slowed compared to 2023.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-15
Homicides in the District reached a quarter-century high in 2023, the fifth-highest murder rate among the nation's biggest cities. The pace has slowed so far this year.
While homicides in D.C. spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8, which account for more than half of this year's deadly violence.
The gunfire this year has been both targeted and indiscriminate. One man was killed in a possible robbery after dropping off his girlfriend near her home. Gunfire has also robbed the lives of some of the District's youngest residents -- a 3-year-old girl riding in her family's SUV killed in crossfire. A teen was gunned down outside of a recreation center. Most of the deadly violence, police say, has unfolded between people with some sort of prior relationship, and it has most acutely devastated the city's Black residents, many of whom live in neighborhoods with long histories of divestment.
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2024. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Reporting by Peter Hermann, Emily Davies and Jenny Gathright. Data analysis by John D. Harden. Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Youngkin tax team delayed business tax refunds worth hundreds of millions
In its haste to process election-eve tax rebates to individuals in 2022 and 2023, the administration 'pushed aside' the work of routine corporate tax refunds.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-08-15

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) arrives on the third day of the Republican National Convention on July 17 in Milwaukee. (Evan Vucci/AP)


RICHMOND -- Gov. Glenn Youngkin's administration failed to provide timely tax refunds worth hundreds of millions of dollars to Virginia corporations two years in a row, an error made public Wednesday after Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears inquired about an odd footnote in a financial presentation to the House and Senate money committees.
After Youngkin (R) gave an upbeat assessment of the state's finances to the committees, Finance Secretary Stephen E. Cummings presented the members with a slide show with more details. One of the slides noted "a backlog of corporate refunds [that] had accumulated from prior years," and Earle-Sears (R) asked about it.
Cummings acknowledged that the administration had "pushed aside" the routine work of processing corporate refunds in its haste to mail tax rebates to individual taxpayers in the fall of 2022 and 2023. The timing of the individual refunds, which landed in mailboxes just before Election Day both years with Youngkin's name on them, was widely criticized as politically motivated.
Youngkin, who often complains that Virginians are "overtaxed," won $5 billion in tax relief in his first two years in office -- including the two rounds of tax rebates for individuals. As the Department of Taxation issued those rebates, Cummings said, it diverted staff from processing routine corporate refunds -- owed not due to any new tax breaks, but because the businesses had overestimated their earnings.
"In the time when rebates were being processed, which was crunchtime, resources were moved to really focus on that, and a team actually was taking focus off of corporate refunds. And it happened more than once in more than one cycle ..." Cummings said. "It was, frankly, just pushed aside."
Administration officials did not respond to questions about the size of the backlog, but the error resulted in about $230 million in overdue refunds for one year alone -- attributable to 2021 tax returns, according to another footnote in material Cummings presented to the money committees in May.
Cummings told the committee Wednesday that backlog had been nearly cleared; Youngkin spokesman Christian Martinez said later that Cummings was mistaken and that it has been fully cleared.
The revelation cast a cloud on an otherwise sunny presentation by Youngkin, still basking in Virginia's recent designation as CNBC's "Best State for Business." The episode also drew attention to Earle-Sears, as she is said to be considering a run for governor next year. Youngkin is prohibited by the state constitution from seeking back-to-back terms.
In his address to legislators, the governor reported that the state finished the fiscal year on June 30 with a surplus of more than $1 billion. Virginia continues to see robust job growth, he said, with the labor force participation at 66 percent and more people working than at any other time in state history. He touted economic development and slashed regulations, noted that crime was down, investments in schools up.
"Virginia is financially stronger than she has ever been," Youngkin said, noting the state's ability to set aside hefty sums in its "rainy day" reserve fund and make investments in bipartisan priorities such as K-12 education, mental health, law enforcement and the environment without raising taxes.
"What we are doing is working," he said, making the pitch for staying the course when the legislature considers midpoint adjustments to the two-year budget in January.
After Youngkin left the room and Cummings wrapped up his presentation, members of the House and Senate committees peppered the secretary with questions, which was expected.
But it was a surprise when Earle-Sears got in on the questioning, too. As lieutenant governor, Earle-Sears presides over the Senate but does not sit 0n any committees. She was there as a member of the audience, sitting in the back. No one else in the crowd was given the opportunity to query the secretary.
But House Appropriations Committee Chairman Luke E. Torian (D-Prince William), making an exception, informed Cummings that the lieutenant governor had a question.
"That's not supposed to happen," Cummings said with a laugh. "This better be a softball."
It was not a softball.
Cummings explained the error, thanked Earle-Sears for drawing attention to it and acknowledged that he should have mentioned it during his presentation.
"I think the corporate [refund error] was an important issue, and I shouldn't have skipped over it," he said.
Earle-Sears, who has run her own home appliance business, noted the burden that the overdue refunds were likely to have had on small businesses, which may have been forced to push off investments or new hires.
"If I'm a corporation and I'm waiting for my taxes to be refunded to me, it's going to impact my bottom line," she said. "If I wanted to buy another truck, that's a problem, because I had the money, but I didn't have the money because the government still held on to my refund."
Praising her "excellent point," Cummings said that if corporations caught the mistake and complained to the tax department, "it was taken care of immediately." But it has taken quite a while to uncover and resolve all of the overdue refunds, he said.
"We're back now where we have a clean set of numbers on this, and I can promise you that won't happen again," he said.
Earle-Sears did not respond to a request for comment after the meeting.
The lieutenant governor caught many by surprise when she popped up to speak.
"You could just look around the room and people said, 'Whoa, hold on,'" said Del. Rodney Willett (D-Henrico). "It raised a lot of eyebrows."
But her actions were not unprecedented. Sen. Mark D. Obenshain (R-Rockingham) recalled that when Democrat Tim Kaine was lieutenant governor, he routinely attended committee meetings, sitting in the front row with legislators and presenting bills. (Kaine went on to become governor and now serves as one of the state's U.S. senators.)
"I thought that the chair was very respectful in giving her the opportunity to pose the question," Obenshain said. "I thought it was a good catch on her part, a good thing to ask about."
Willett agreed that Earle-Sears brought attention to a serious issue, though he and other legislators said they were still unclear on the details.
"Authorized rebates should be paid in a timely manner and if they're not, it's a major issue," he said, adding that he was uncertain how long the problem went on. "It does say 'years.' Is that two years? One year is bad enough. Multiple years? Absolutely unacceptable."
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D.C.-area forecast: Seasonably warm into the weekend, when shower chances return
Temperatures are generally in the mid-80s to near 90.
By David Streit | 2024-08-15

Hazy skies over the Washington Monument on Wednesday. (angela n./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
7/10: Seasonably warm with no threat of a storm; humidity is lacking, summer is slacking.
For the middle of August, the next two days are kind to us with moderate humidity and just seasonable heat. By Friday evening, scattered showers sneak into the picture and remain a possibility through the weekend. As is usually the case in the summer, a complete rainout is unlikely, but be prepared to dodge passing showers and storms, especially during the afternoons and evenings.
Today (Thursday): Sunshine is in abundance and most of the smoky haze is gone. A few clouds puff up in the afternoon. Humidity is on the lower side for this time of year (dew points in the upper 50s to lower 60s). Breezes are lacking with highs in the mid- to upper 80s. Confidence: High
Tonight: A partly cloudy evening with temperatures slipping into the delightful 70s. Winds are nearly calm and overnight lows end up in the 60s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): Partly cloudy skies stay with us, but shower threats are low into the afternoon. Humidity remains moderate with light winds from the south. Highs are mainly in the mid- to upper 80s, but hot spots could reach the lower 90s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: A Midwest shower system begins to approach the area and a few scattered showers and isolated thunderstorms are possible, especially later at night. Light winds from the south persist with lows in the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Showers and thunderstorms are likely to scatter across the area both Saturday and Sunday. The bulk of the showers should occur during afternoon or evening on both days. Highs still reach the mid- to upper 80s despite the rain chances. Overnight lows slip into the mid-60s to lower 70s. Monday brings conditions similar to the weekend before rain chances fade on Tuesday. Confidence: Medium-High
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Man charged with killing unarmed 13-year-old says he feared for his life
Jason Lewis made his first public remarks about the killing of 13-year-old Karon Blake when he took the stand in D.C. Superior Court. 
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-08-15

A funeral flyer for Karon Blake, 13. Karon was fatally shot on Jan. 7, 2023, by a man who told police he saw the teenager breaking into cars. (Emily Davies/The Washington Post)


A former D.C. Parks and Recreation worker charged with fatally shooting an unarmed 13-year-old in Brookland last year claimed in court Wednesday that he feared for his life when he pulled the trigger, believing someone with the teen had fired at him first.
Describing the deadly encounter publicly for the first time from the witness stand in D.C. Superior Court, Jason Lewis, 42, said he had gone outside to investigate a noise when he saw a group of young people trying to get into a vehicle, then heard what he thought was a gunshot.
"It was devastating," said Lewis, who once helped run programs to keep D.C. youths out of trouble. "I spent close to 20 years of my career working with young people, making sure they were safe and that they had opportunities."
Prosecutors, though, argue that is not supported by evidence. Lewis's Ring security system, they noted, did not capture any loud sound or flash before Lewis fatally shot 13-year-old Karon Blake. And in interviews with police afterward, they said, Lewis never claimed to have heard gunfire.
Whether jurors believe Lewis's testimony will be critical to determining whether he is ultimately convicted of second-degree murder, found guilty of lesser offenses such as manslaughter or acquitted entirely. Lewis acknowledged shooting the teen, but said he did so in self-defense. Prosecutors allege he fired on a group of youngsters who were running away.
In the moments leading up to the killing, which elicited outrage in the District and drew comparisons to the 2012 shooting of Trayvon Martin as he walked through a Florida neighborhood, Lewis said he was awakened by sounds outside of his home.
He said he got out of the bed where his fiancee and their toddler daughter were sleeping, went to the bedroom closet, unlocked the gun box, removed his licensed firearm and went outside to investigate. There, he recalled seeing at least three individuals, two of whom were inside a vehicle in the alley near Lewis's house.
Another, Lewis testified, seemed to be running toward him in the predawn dark. He fired at the third person, Karon, who authorities said was not running at Lewis but toward the vehicle.
Prosecutors on Wednesday repeatedly played footage from Lewis's Ring camera and other cameras nearby that captured the shooting and Karon's dying words: "I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I'm just a kid. I was just playing, man."
Karon's aunt left the courtroom in tears at a point to stand in the hallway, at times bending over to catch her breath in between sobs.
Prosecutors dissected Lewis's testimony, questioning why he had never disclosed to police that he'd thought someone shot at him first. Lewis's Ring camera did not record any shots before or after Lewis's own, argued Assistant U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Wojcik, as he played back footage for the jurors.
Lewis still insisted that someone inside the vehicle shot at him. "Everything just happened so fast," he said.
The only shell casings that authorities found, according to testimony earlier in the trial, came from Lewis's firearm.

Jason Lewis leaves the Moultrie Courthouse following his trial appearance in D.C. on Aug. 7. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Lewis insisted, under questioning from his lawyer, Edward Ungvarsky, that it was dark, he did not grab his eyeglasses and he could not identify who the people were, their ages, race or sex.
"I thought I was getting shot at. I thought someone was trying to kill me," Lewis said. "I was in fear for my life."
Lewis said he first shot at the individuals in the car. Then he fired at a person running toward him. That person, he later discovered, was Karon.
Inside, his fiancee called 911. As Lewis walked into the house, his security system captured his loud sigh. He then took over the phone and told the 911 operator that he had shot someone.
Lewis then testified how he performed CPR on Karon, something he had done previously on a teen following a youth basketball game where he worked. Lewis performed CPR on Karon until police arrived, he said.
It was an unimaginable turn, Lewis testified, after years as a D.C. Parks and Recreation employee spent working with the city's youth, providing them jobs, haircuts and parenting training. Lewis spoke fondly of working to ensure the city's recreation centers would stay open on Friday nights to give youth a safe place to go, where they could play video games or create rap or spoken word tracks.
Lewis was relieved of his city job after the shooting, he said.
One of Lewis's first calls after the shooting was to his mother, a retired D.C. police officer. The security system picked up Lewis telling her over the phone "I probably just murdered a child," as police arrived.
Wojcik asked Lewis why he handed the telephone to a responding officer, inferring that Lewis was seeking to curry some type of favor from the officers by letting them know he was the son of a police officer.
"Everything was happening so fast. I was in shock," Lewis said.
After about four days of evidence, closing arguments are scheduled for Thursday.
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Legionella found at FTC; employees can work at home as precaution 
Legionella bacteria was found at Federal Trade Commission headquarters in Washington, prompting officials to allow employees to work from home.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2024-08-14

The Federal Trade Commission will permit hundreds of employees to work from home after the bacterium that causes Legionnaires' disease was identified at its D.C. headquarters. The building remains open. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


The Federal Trade Commission is allowing hundreds of employees to work from home for the rest of the month "out of an abundance of caution" after Legionella bacteria were found at its D.C. headquarters.
The decision comes as the General Services Administration is testing more than 7,400 federally owned and leased spaces. Partial results for 1,628 spaces show that about one quarter of locations -- including the headquarters of the General Services Administration itself at 1800 F St. NW -- have Legionella bacteria levels that exceed thresholds, a GSA official said Wednesday.
Public health officials say the risk of drinking and washing hands with water contaminated with Legionella remains low.
The bacterium causes Legionnaires' disease, but there are no known outbreaks in GSA-controlled facilities, Courtney Springer, an assistant commissioner in GSA's Public Buildings Service, said in a statement.
On Tuesday evening, the executive director of the FTC wrote an email to all of the agency's 1,300 workers, saying 600 employees assigned to the headquarters at 600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW can work from home at least through the end of August. Employees are typically required to come in about once a week, FTC spokesman Douglas Farrar said.
The FTC building remains open. But some water fixtures were taken out of service, and follow-up testing occurred Wednesday, with results expected in two weeks.
"This is an abundance-of-caution situation," Farrar said Wednesday. "GSA has recommended we keep the building open, but obviously we want to make sure staff, especially staff who may be at particular risk of being exposed to Legionella bacteria, are protected."
The GSA water-testing effort includes testing for the presence of lead, copper and bacteria, including E. coli and Legionella. Tests conducted on July 24 at the GSA headquarters showed no exceedances of coliform bacteria, lead or copper in the building and no Legionella exceedances in the renovated areas of the building, according to an email GSA sent to occupants of the F Street building, including a day-care center.
In unrenovated areas of the building, however, 13 of 21 fixtures tested were found to contain Legionella at levels higher than the GSA-established target, including sinks, a child playroom and a toddler restroom, the email says.
While experts say drinking water in the building is safe, bottled water has been provided for people in the affected areas and signs were posted, the email says.
Legionella bacteria has sickened five people in New Hampshire this summer, raising questions about the serious form of pneumonia known as Legionnaires' disease.
Inhaling small droplets of water containing Legionella is the most common way for someone to get sick, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Because of this, GSA is particularly concerned with inhalation from things such as showers or humidifiers, GSA said.
It is also possible, but less common, for people to get sick when water accidentally gets into the lungs while drinking water, the CDC says.
The bacterium can become a health concern when it grows and spreads in building water systems such as shower heads and sink faucets, large plumbing systems and centralized air-cooling systems, which contain water and large fans, the CDC says.
The FTC building's HVAC system does not use water to cool the air, making spread through mist less of a concern, Farrar said.
Most healthy people exposed to Legionella don't get sick, but certain groups are at higher risk for becoming ill, including people older than 50; current or former smokers; and people with cancer, chronic lung disease, diabetes or a weak immune system, the CDC says.
At the Federal Trade Commission, tests were conducted on a random sample of water fixtures on July 30, and one sink and one water fountain tested positive for Legionella, according to an email staff members received Monday when results came back.
Some employees expressed concern about how the finding would affect in-office requirements, said Farrar, the agency spokesman. The FTC is the sole tenant of the building.
The Baltimore-area headquarters of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services was closed for several weeks this summer after GSA found Legionella bacteria. The agency was testing new plumbing fixtures before reopening construction sites at CMS headquarters, which had been undergoing renovations.
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Loudoun sheriff identifies burglary suspect at Trump campaign office
Toby Shane Kessler, who has no fixed address, has been in the D.C. area since at least 2018 and has a criminal history, officials said. 
By Salvador Rizzo | 2024-08-15
Law enforcement officials identified the man suspected of burglarizing former president Donald Trump's campaign office in the Northern Virginia suburbs as Toby Shane Kessler. A warrant has been issued for his arrest, but he has not been located, Loudoun County Sheriff Mike Chapman announced Wednesday.
Kessler, who officials said has no fixed address but has been in the D.C. area since at least 2018, appears on surveillance footage from inside Trump's presidential campaign office in an Ashburn office park, about 30 miles from downtown Washington, with a backpack strapped to his chest, the sheriff's office said. A preliminary investigation found that he forced entry through a back door shortly after 8 p.m. Sunday. He was gone by the time sheriff's deputies responded to a report of a burglary around 9 p.m., officials said.
Kessler, 39, did not appear to leave anything behind, and officials are still investigating whether he took any items, Chapman's office said. Authorities gave no indication of what they believe motivated the break-in, though they noted he has a "history of criminal behavior."

Toby Kessler (Loudoun County Sheriff's Office)


Kessler has a California driver's license and his last known address was in San Francisco, according to a spokesman for the sheriff's office.
Online court records show Kessler was arrested in 2020 by Arlington County police for being a fugitive felon, and arrested again last month for failing to appear in court. He was released after his latest arrest, the records show.
Kessler also has a history of misdemeanor criminal offenses, including 2019 charges of second-degree assault, resisting arrest and disorderly conduct in Prince George's County, Md., and a loitering charge the same year in Brevard County, Fla. He was charged with public intoxication in Virginia Beach in 2020 and with entering and damaging a property in Fairfax County, Va., last month. Records indicate his initial appearance in the Maryland assault case was done remotely last month; efforts to reach his attorney in that case were not immediately successful.
"For now, we want to find him," said Thomas Julia, a spokesman for the Loudoun sheriff's office. He asked that anyone with information call 571-918-1869.

A wanted poster seeking information on the burglary suspect. (Loudoun County Sheriff's Office) 


Trump's presidential campaign holds the lease to the Ashburn office, which also serves as the headquarters of the Virginia 10th District Republican Committee. In a statement Wednesday, Republican Party of Virginia Chairman Rich Anderson praised the Loudoun sheriff's office "for their rapid and professional handling of this investigation."
A Trump campaign spokesperson previously referred a reporter to the sheriff's office, saying the matter was under investigation.
In the Florida loitering case, the Cocoa Beach Police Department alleged that Kessler was wearing all black, lying in the backyard of a fenced home, blocking access to the beach and mocking officers who tried to question him. After his arrest, authorities alleged, police found a chisel, flash light and knife in his bag. Kessler pleaded no contest and was sentenced to 29 days in jail. In the Maryland case, authorities alleged Kessler struck and screamed at people playing slot machines at the MGM National Harbor Casino, then fought with three officers who intervened and took him to a security holding room. They alleged Kessler, whose breath smelled of alcohol, banged his head against concrete walls after police handcuffed him, threatened officers' families and said he wanted them to fatally shoot him.
If convicted of the burglary charge in Loudoun County, Kessler could face one to 20 years in prison and a $2,500 fine under Virginia law. The penalties could be enhanced if a court finds he was armed at the time with a deadly weapon.
Jasmine Hilton contributed to this report.
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Former D.C. Housing Authority head Brenda Donald alleges retaliation in suit
The suit also names the DCHA board and Council member Robert C. White Jr., and alleges that the board did not protect Donald as she faced questions about a controversial bonus.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Steve Thompson | 2024-08-14

Brenda Donald, seen here in 2017, is suing the D.C. Housing Authority and others, alleging she was forced to resign from her role as director. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Former D.C. Housing Authority director Brenda Donald is suing the agency, its board and D.C. Council member Robert C. White Jr., alleging that she was forced to resign because the board failed to protect her as she faced repeated questions from White last year about her controversial bonus.
The whistleblower lawsuit, first reported by Washington City Paper and filed in D.C. Superior Court on July 12, comes more than a year after Donald announced she would resign as Housing Authority director. Donald, who was once the head of D.C.'s Child and Family Services Agency, says in the lawsuit that she was asked by Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) to take over the housing agency as its interim director in June 2021. She later received a two-year contract at an annual salary of $275,000.
The D.C. Housing Authority is among the city's largest landlords, serving some 30,000 households, including mixed-finance and traditional public housing properties, while also administering vouchers. But the agency has faced numerous allegations of mismanagement in recent years, and a scathing 2022 report from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development catalogued 82 findings of deficiencies, including uninhabitable conditions in some properties, putting pressure on DCHA's leaders, including Donald, to rapidly show improvement.
A few months after the HUD report, on the same day the D.C. Council voted to disband DCHA's former board and replace it with a new "stabilization and reform" board in an attempt to bolster oversight of the agency, the original board's chair at the time, Dionne Bussey-Reeder, recommended Donald receive the maximum 15 percent bonus allowable in her contract based on her performance, according to emails obtained from a Freedom of Information Act request.
At the core of Donald's lawsuit are questions and scrutiny that came in the aftermath of that $41,250 bonus.
Donald alleges in the lawsuit that White, who took over the council's housing committee in early 2023, began to "aggressively attack" her in meetings and through the media over information related to her bonus that she argues was confidential. The suit specifically mentions White's March 2023 news conference on the steps of the Wilson Building, where he suggested DCHA's problems were in part due to its "leadership culture," as well as an April 2023 letter from White to Donald that questioned the legality of her bonus and characterized her actions as secretive, among other descriptors.
Faced with questions from White about her bonus during a routine council hearing that same month, Donald responded that the information -- including who approved the bonus and by what rationale -- were not his business. Donald claims in the lawsuit that the details requested by White were confidential and that his questioning and other statements amounted to retaliation.
Donald's contract stated that she "shall have a confidential relationship with the Board of Commissioners in connection with the Employee's performance," though some details, such as Bussey-Reeder's decision to recommend the bonus, were determined to be public information and released through records requests.
Though the lawsuit argues White's housing committee "does not have oversight over Agency personnel," it also asserts that White was "clearly a 'supervisor' of Director Donald" in the context of the Whistleblower Protection Act because of his oversight role on the council.
Devon Haynes, a spokesperson for White, said in a statement that the litigation was being reviewed by the D.C. Council's attorneys and declined to comment further.

D.C. Council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At-Large) is named in the suit. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Donald's lawsuit further alleges that the D.C. Housing Authority and its board violated the Whistleblower Protection Act by failing to defend her. The suit specifically names Raymond Skinner -- chairman of the new DCHA reform board, who was also on the previous DCHA board -- alleging that "he nor the board took any action to stem the retaliation and became complacent in the retaliation."
"The toxic environment created by Councilmember White and the Board caused Director Donald ultimately to resign from her position," the suit says. Ultimately, she claims that she was forced to submit her resignation in May 2023 because of "intolerable physical and mental anguish."
Skinner declined to comment, citing the pending litigation, as did DCHA spokesperson Alison Burdo. Donald's attorney, Troy Brown, also declined to comment.
Donald notes in the lawsuit that she was hired to improve the struggling agency and says she was "tremendously successful" in doing so, citing her efforts to change the agency's processes to generate better outcomes. She helped to create a new administrative plan for the agency, for example, but critics said those plans wouldn't remedy the deep-seated challenges facing DCHA. Last year, some legal aid representatives who advocate on behalf of DCHA residents said the agency's performance had hit an all-time low.
Donald also failed to improve the city's public housing occupancy rate, a goal she said was her highest priority. In early 2022, as the occupancy rate stood at 79 percent, Donald pledged to raise it 10 percentage points within the year. Instead, it fell below 74 percent and remained there the rest of her tenure.
A scheduling hearing for Donald's suit is set for mid-October.
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PM Update: Wildfire smoke brings hazy skies into the night; near 90 on Thursday
Pretty tranquil, other than the passing haze. Temperatures feel more summerlike tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-08-14

Fire and smoke activity in North America. (AirNow)


We're slowly clawing our way back to summertime weather after a nice break in the heat. Humidity is set to stay low for now, which will be helpful as we make another run at 90 on Thursday. That haze you might notice is wildfire smoke moving in from Canada. The thickest is aloft and to our north, but the current weather pattern may allow more into the area over the next few days.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Like recent nights, dry air and clear skies mix to maximize cooling. A bit of a haze from smoke persists. Lows end up draped across the 60s. Occasional light breezes from the north.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Highs range from the mid-80s in the cooler spots north and west to around 90 in the immediate area. Dew points are still in the 50s, which is on the low side, so heat feels about as the temperature says it should. There will be few, if any, clouds most of the day, with light and variable winds likely. Some continued wildfire smoke aloft is a risk.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on X and Instagram.
Hazy days: It has been far less smoky this year than last summer, but the haze from Canada and the western United States has still been a regular feature. Today's was quite noticeable, as a thicker patch of smoke drifted south under high pressure. The smoke is mainly aloft, but some is making it to the surface, which means a code yellow/moderate air-quality index in parts of the area and especially to our north.
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Stumpy 2.0: Clones of beloved Tidal Basin cherry tree are thriving
National Arboretum horticulturalists are raising Stumpy clones.
By Kyle Swenson | 2024-08-14

Once roots have formed, the Stumpy cuttings are placed in individual pots. They are now self-sustaining plants. The darker leaves were growing on the original Stumpy tree, having emerged after it concluded flowering this spring. (U.S. National Arboretum) 


Yes, we lost Stumpy. But we might now see multiple Stumpy clones ... Stumpettes?
Washington's most iconic cherry blossom tree -- gnarled yet beloved -- could see a comeback, a 2.0 reboot, second life.
This week the National Arboretum announced that cuttings from the late Stumpy have been successfully cloned -- yes, that is the technical term -- and five new Stumpettes might one day be planted at the Tidal Basin. The process is not only a testament to the OG Stumpy's viral popularity, but also a victory for advanced horticulture science. It was not an easy task.
"One of the aspects that made this project so challenging was that Stumpy's growth was so stumpy," said Piper Zettel, a horticulturist at the National Arboretum. "We didn't have that many branches to work with. The material that we did have available was not elongated to an ideal length."
Zettel said the National Arboretum was called in by the National Park Service last December because of its expertise propagating many types of plants. A long-planned sea wall repair project at the Tidal Basin and West Potomac Park was scheduled to begin after the 2024 cherry blossom season. That work, however, required the removal of 158 cherry trees, including Stumpy.

Tamara McNealy takes a photo of her dog Darby next to Stumpy on March 20. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


In a nod to the tree's special place in the public's consciousness, government officials tried to save Stumpy though science. National Arboretum staffers went earlier this year to cut off portions of Stumpy's new growth following peak bloom. They went three times between April and May.
Those cuttings were then delivered to Zettel, who trimmed the branches, removed leaves to reduce excess water loss and applied a special hormone that encourages root growth. Next, they were tucked into a greenhouse that tightly controls temperature, moisture, humidity and other factors.
Then Zettel waited. "There are no guarantees with this process," she said.
This propagation method -- using a cutting from one plant to create a separate but genetically identical tree -- is common practice at the National Arboretum, Zettel said. Some woody plants are more difficult to regrow from cuttings than others. Yoshino cherry trees are relatively easy to propagate, she said.
Still, the cuttings taken from Stumpy were not ideal.
But as Zettel patiently watched, the Stumpy clones began hitting the milestones she was hoping for.

The cuttings are checked for root formation after several weeks. (U.S. National Arboretum) 


"I wanted to see a high initial survival rate at 20 days, a certain rooting percentage at four weeks, leaf retention after eight weeks' time, and to see new growth pushing by the eight-week mark," she said.
Now there are five Stumpy clones growing.
"The cuttings are now self-sustaining small trees putting out new growth," Zettel said.
If the Stumpettes thrive, the full-grown trees (which probably will look more traditional than Stumpy, whose appearance was the result of poor growing conditions rather than genetics) could end up back on the Tidal Basin in two to three years -- no doubt triggering a whole new round of Stumpy-mania for fans of the fallen icon.
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It's over 1,600 miles from Lubbock to D.C. This 17-year-old is walking it. 
Through grueling summer heat, empty landscapes and busy highways, Eliseo Jimenez is walking from Texas to Washington to make a point about Social Security. 
By Kyle Swenson | 2024-08-14

Eliseo Jimenez, 17, is walking from Texas to Washington, D.C., to help raise awareness of family and neighbors struggling to live off their limited Social Security benefits. On Aug. 2, he crossed the Mississippi River. (Eliseo Jimenez)


The Big River Crossing, a mile-long pedestrian bridge draped over the Mississippi River between Arkansas and Tennessee, is 754 miles away from Lubbock, Texas.
By car that's about a 12-hour drive.
By foot? Around 1.5 million steps.
On Aug. 3, Eliseo Jimenez, a 17-year-old fired by a personal cause, crossed over the Mississippi River, morning sun slamming down, his body aching. He had made this exacting journey on foot, walking 36 to 50 miles each day since leaving his hometown. Getting to the crossing took 22 days. He had never been east of Dallas.
"I was excited," he recalled recently about his moment on the bridge. "I had made it this far already. I said to myself, 'I can actually do this.'"
But when he stepped over the Mississippi, Jimenez wasn't even halfway done. He still had 885 miles to his final destination: Washington, D.C.
Another 1.7 million steps.
Jimenez is walking from Texas to D.C. to advocate for Social Security reform. The issue is personal. For years, the teen has watched his grandmother and her elderly neighbors struggle each month to survive on government benefits.
The cross-country walk was an idea his older brother threw at Jimenez. A dare almost. And Jimenez decided it could attract publicity and offer the high-schooler an opportunity to meet with Capitol Hill legislators and explain what he's seen firsthand with his grandmother's struggle. It was a publicity stunt, sure, but also a way to raise public awareness for his cause, a feat of endurance powered by the high-octane fuel of teenage optimism.
"I'm going for a bigger purpose," Jimenez said. "Bigger than my physical well-being."
That was the plan. The reality? It's been a slog. Long days tiptoeing along interstate shoulders with highway traffic bolting past. Down back roads slinking through the rural country. During the hottest summer in recent history. And what Jimenez hadn't considered was the mental toll of covering all that empty American landscape alone.
"I'm really getting torn up by the loneliness," he said last week. "I didn't expect to be so alone out here."
But he's still walking.
"I can't quit now," he said. "You have to do one big thing one time in your life. This is it."
Jimenez is the youngest of four siblings. His mother is a school bus driver. His father installs solar panels.
"He's always been a helpful young man," said his mother, Larisa Lara. "My other kids, I had problems with them, like getting them to do the housework. But not him."
Jimenez often helped his grandmother and her elderly and disabled neighbors with little maintenance jobs and cutting their grass in the summer. He said it helped him realize that people living off government benefits were really riding a wobbly line between staying afloat and having nothing.
"Talking to them showed me how lackluster our society is," he said. "These people just need more money."
Last February, Jimenez started a nonprofit focused on raising funds for Social Security recipients still struggling to pay bills. It was another activity the high-schooler crammed into a busy schedule; he takes a lineup of Advanced Placement classes, started the school's weekly history club and runs on the school track team.
Once, a track coach infamous for handing out belittling nicknames dubbed Jimenez "Smiley." Always had a sunny grin on his face, the coach said. The name stuck because it channeled Jimenez's innate earnestness. "I'm still Smiley to everyone," he said.

Tennessee proved to be the hardest terrain so far for Jimenez,17. The hilly conditions left the teenager with bleeding legs. (Eliseo Jimenez)


No one at home was smiling when Jimenez said he planned to walk to D.C. Especially his mother.
"We thought he was crazy. I said, 'Hell no,'" Lara recalled. "I told him I was going to tie him up. I didn't believe him up until the day he left!"
But Lara knows her youngest is the kind of serious high-schooler whose self-professed dream job is to be a tax attorney at the IRS. "Kids rebel," she said. "At least he's not asking me to go party or be out in the street."
Jimenez left from Lubbock's City Hall on July 12. He had a backpack holding two changes of clothes (T-shirts and gym shorts), sunscreen, a snakebite kit and an iPhone synced to his favorite music -- the Eagles, Motown classics, and '90s R&B like Blackstreet. His family and friends were there. Through GoFundMe, he has raised about $3,000 to pay for trip expenses, food on the road and hotels when they were available. He kept two Apple AirTags on him so his family could track his progress.
In the early days of the journey, family members met him along the way to drop off water, take him to a nearby restaurant, offer encouragement.
After each day on the road, Jimenez would post video footage from his GoPro camera. It offered a real-time travelogue of the highs and the lows.
For example, there was the day outside Guthrie, Tex., when he realized what he was getting into ("I would just see the roads extend so far and it would feel like I made no progress at all"); the hellish 24 hours, a week into his trip, between Petrolia, Tex., and Ringling, Okla., when there were no hotels on the route and the only sleep he could get were two uncomfortable hours curled against the brick wall of a shuttered gas station; the brushes with poison ivy from walking along the roadside; the understandable doubts swimming faster and faster around his head after the long, hot days began piling up. ("I miss my mom. I don't know if I can do this.")
But most of the time, Jimenez's videos live up to his "Smiley" nickname, with his clips showing the teenager earnestly finding joy and appreciation from the smallest moments of his trip.
There was the woman who gave him a free peach outside Lubbock. There was the rest area in Texas's Knox County with interesting historical markers he stopped to read. There was the simple enjoyment of looking at new landscape: "Everything was beautiful today," he said, recounting a day spent walking through East Texas. "This is the prettiest I've seen yet. The grass was green. Cows were everywhere. There were hay bales."
Jimenez is still going, trekking through Middle Tennessee. As he drifts into the Appalachian Mountains, each day's walk is harder. His upper thighs have started bleeding from the friction and the constant uphill. But he's making progress.
"I feel like no one has ever actually believed in me," he said. "I want to change people's thoughts about me, and that's what I'm doing right here."

A sunset outside Bean Station, Tenn., 524 miles from Washington, D.C. (Eliseo Jimenez)


Jimenez crossed into Virginia on Tuesday. He expects to arrive in D.C. on Aug. 20. He's been calling the office of his congressman -- Rep. Jodey Arrington (R) -- hoping to schedule a meeting. Nothing is on the books yet. But Jimenez is also trying to quicken his daily pace. School started Wednesday. He doesn't want to miss too many classes.
Lara still worries, but she's proud. "I stay up at night sometimes crying," she said. "It's been really hard for me as his mom. That's my baby."
Jimenez's parents plan to fly out to D.C. when their son arrives. After that, Lara said they will all fly back home to Texas. "He's not going to walk back," she said. "He's done enough walking."
Until then, Jimenez has about 780,000 steps left to go.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/08/14/lubbock-dc-walk/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Sports

      Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news, entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant reviews and more.


      
        Billy Bean was a safe space for a sport that couldn't find a safe space for him
        Chelsea Janes

        Read more

      

      
        These Oakland A's deserve your respect for remaining respectable
        John Feinstein

        Read more

      

      
        U.S. Soccer focuses on Mauricio Pochettino as next coach of men's team
        Pochettino would replace Gregg Berhalter, who was fired after the U.S. team's poor performance in Copa America, a major tuneup for the 2026 World Cup.

      

      
        U.S. officials didn't object to key claim in Jordan Chiles medal case, document shows
        After winning bronze at the Paris Olympics, Chiles, an American gymnast, was stripped of her medal over a technicality. A new report sheds light on that decision.

      

      
        These three Premier League teams can topple Manchester City in 2024
        Matt Bonesteel

        Read more

      

      
        Fantasy football 2024: This is what the perfect draft looks like
        Neil Greenberg

        Read more

      

      
        Mystics have three starters back and 15 games to make their push
        Kareem Copeland

        Read more

      

      
        The push to strip Jordan Chiles of her Olympic medal smells awfully foul
        The court that ruled against Jordan Chiles is a hive of cronies and insiders, established and steered by the IOC and various sports federations as cover.

      

      
        Nats fall to Orioles but find another silver lining in DJ Herz
        Andrew Golden

        Read more

      

      
        What to know about Olympic boxer Imane Khelif's cyberbullying complaint
        French investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult after the gold medalist was targeted in online attacks.

      

      
        Austin Dillon's NASCAR playoff berth revoked after wrecks 'crossed a line'
        Des Bieler

        Read more

      

      
        Jerry Jones has made a mess of Dak Prescott's contract situation
        Jason La Canfora

        Read more

      

      
        Rookie QB J.J. McCarthy will miss entire season after knee surgery, Vikings say
        Mark Maske

        Read more

      

      
        Mike Sainristil plays 'star,' and the Commanders think he can become one
        Varun Shankar

        Read more

      

      
        With a cape made of a burqa, an Olympian honored 'forgotten' Afghan women
        Cindy Boren

        Read more

      

      
        Three quarterbacks battling to start for Terrapins as opener nears
        Gene Wang

        Read more

      

      
        Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
        Channels and times for today's games.

      

      
        The MLB grind took a toll on Jake Irvin. This year, he feels 'fantastic.'
        "Sometimes less is more," veteran starter Patrick Corbin said. "Still getting your workouts in, but trying to find a way to not overdo it, because it is such a long season."

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Billy Bean was a safe space for a sport that couldn't find a safe space for him
The openly gay former Major Leaguer and senior vice president dedicated himself to making baseball more inclusive. Where does it go from here after his death?
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-08-15

Billy Bean, MLB's senior vice president of diversity, equity and inclusion, died Aug. 6. (Chris O'Meara/AP)


Billy Bean's death, while not a surprise to those who knew he was ill, still stunned a generation of baseball officials who spent the last decade relying on him.
Bean, the openly gay former player who later promoted diversity as an executive for Major League Baseball, died Aug. 6 after a months-long battle with leukemia. He was 60. More than one executive, when asked to talk about Bean for this story, bemoaned the fact that "openly gay" was the only descriptor used in most headlines about his passing. He was, a half dozen of them said in interviews over the last week, so much more than that.
"Billy Bean made this world a better place, and at the same time, this world is worse off without Billy Bean now. He elevated us with how he lived his life. He made us all better," New York Yankees President Brian Cashman said. "Therefore, we're on a better footing because we know a person like that, but we lost a lot at the same time by not having him for what's to come."
But being openly gay, and the story of how he got there, made the fact that he spent the last decade of his life helping MLB confront internalized homophobia all the more remarkable. He grew up in Southern California, a superstar high school athlete dreaming of becoming a Major League Baseball player. He was a second-team all-American at Loyola Marymount, got drafted, and climbed the grueling ladder to the majors while hiding the fact that he was gay. He watched his partner who had AIDS die one morning in 1995 and went to work that day. Not a soul in the Padres clubhouse knew.

Bean played six seasons in the major leagues. (Richard Drew/AP)


Later that year, weary from the secrecy, Bean decided to step away from his dreams and his baseball life. He isolated himself from old friends so he wouldn't have to lie anymore. Old teammates lost touch with him completely. It wasn't until 1999, when Bean came out in a Miami Herald article, that his baseball friends started to understand. But baseball still did not understand.
A decade and a half later, the world was changing. When Jason Collins became the first openly gay NBA player in 2013 and Michael Sam came out before the NFL draft in 2014, MLB officials started discussing how they could be ready if one of their players ever decided to do the same. A few executives met with Bean, who had published a memoir about his experiences years earlier. The meeting was so successful that then-commissioner Bud Selig hired him within hours for a job that didn't exist. In 2014, Bean was named MLB's first ambassador for inclusion. By 2022, he was a senior vice president, focused on diversity, the man charged with helping dull the edges of the same long-standing clubhouse prejudices that slashed his dreams.
When MLB executives needed to hash out how to handle a social issue, Bean would be there, making sure no one felt they had to get every word right the first time. Several years ago, for example, Yankees assistant general manager Jean Afterman found herself in a meeting with local Education Department officials talking through a team-sponsored LGBTQ scholarship program.
"Shame on me, I wasn't aware of this at the time, but people from the Department of Education were saying things like, 'My name is so and so, my pronouns are X.'" Afterman said. "I panicked. I texted Billy, and I said, 'What are my pronouns? What am I supposed to do?' And Billy said, 'Don't worry. You don't have to say your pronouns if you don't want. You are who you are.'"
He served on MLB's diversity committee, where he would hash out issues with owners and executives, including Atlanta Braves CEO Derek Schiller.
"Picture a room full of Major League Baseball executives, sometimes including the commissioner, sometimes owners, and people like myself who run the teams," Schiller said. "At the end of the day, in a lot of cases when we were discussing a difficult topic, the person who everybody in that room looked to for the most important piece of advice was Billy."
When issues around race or sexuality or inclusivity arose in clubhouses, Bean would be there. When players refused to wear a Pride jersey, or said things offensive to the LGBTQ community, Bean would fly in to talk to them. He would share his life's story with rooms of owners, general managers, and players -- many of whom grew up in far more socially conservative backgrounds -- every year.
"I think Billy's goal was that even closed minds would listen. Just listen," Afterman said. "I think he felt that if you could get people to listen, that's like 50 percent."
MLB could have used Bean in Boston this week. Red Sox outfielder Jarren Duran directed a homophobic slur at a fan Sunday and was suspended two games for it. Bean wouldn't have confronted Duran. That wasn't his style. He wouldn't have tried to convince him of anything, either.
"He would always listen first. He wanted to speak with and listen to whoever the person was who had said or done something. He never got angry. He never confronted anybody," Afterman said. "Having gone through what he went through in his life, he understood that for some people it's just not within their abilities to see and do the right thing. But he was there to help them be their best selves."

There were moments of silence throughout Major League Baseball after Bean's death. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty Images)


That disarming, moving delivery is what led a young Aaron Judge to walk up to Bean after he spoke to Yankees minor leaguers a few years back, to hold out his hand and say, "Thank you, brother," according to Afterman and Cashman.
Afterman and Cashman became fast friends with Bean when he started working for MLB in 2014. The three of them would go to dinner every spring training, the night before Bean addressed the team. Cashman remembered Bean was always nervous. No one knew better how hostile MLB clubhouses can be to those who do not fit their molds.
"He would stand in front of these guys, some of whom you knew thought differently. But they were all intently listening because he's a former player," Afterman said. "He went through everything they were going through. And he was just completely and utterly honest about his history."
That honesty and the humanity it laid bare made Bean something of a safe space for anyone and everyone in a sport that never managed to find a safe place for him.
"A lot of what he did, I couldn't write into a job description. He was like the therapist for, like, 1,000 people," MLB Chief Communications Officer Pat Courtney said. "Everybody trusted him. He had relationships with everyone. He treated every project like it was the most important thing going. Everybody absolutely loved him."
It's ironic that the humanity Bean showed to others in Major League Baseball was never available to him during his playing days. It's no indictment on Bean's work that even today, being openly gay in MLB still translates to "being exceptionally brave."
To this day, the phrase "openly gay former Major Leaguer" has applied to only three people. Late Dodgers outfielder Glenn Burke came out after he retired in 1982. Bean followed 17 years later. In 2022, after he retired, former pitcher T.J. House joined them.
No active major leaguer has ever come out. Thirty years after Bean's partner hid in the car when teammates visited, being openly gay in MLB still seems like a risk.
"I see why he kept it from everybody the way he did," Arizona Diamondbacks Manager Torey Lovullo said of Bean, acknowledging that there were "strict unwritten rules" in those days about what major league players should be.
Lovullo was Bean's roommate in the Detroit Tigers system in the late 1980s. He said he had no idea Bean was gay, no idea how much he was working through in those years. But he does remember the walks.
Bean would wake up at 4 or 5 a.m. and tell Lovullo he needed to take a walk before disappearing for a few hours. At the time, Lovullo thought Bean was having trouble sleeping because of the stress of trying to make the majors. Now, looking back, he understands that those walks were the time when Bean could think about the things he could not share.

Bean started working for Major League Baseball in 2014. (Paul Sancya/AP)


"It was tearing him apart. I hated myself for not being able to stop and say, 'Hey, is there anything you want to talk about? Is there anything you are comfortable talking about?'" Lovullo said. "I never got to it."
Lovullo was stunned when Bean said he wanted to step away from the game in 1995, and he was hurt when Bean disappeared for the next few years. He found out Bean came out when he saw his old friend doing an interview on television. Bean apologized to his friend for that later, and the two resumed a friendship that remained strong until his death. Lovullo said Bean has since assured him that no amount of good friendship behavior would have convinced him to come out while he was playing. The risk of revealing the truth was just too high. But that was three decades ago, and now people who knew Bean best are the ones who decide what happens in rooms that used to be hostile to people like him.
"Are we closer to what Billy was hoping for, that if someone was comfortable enough to talk about the things he was unable to inside of an active Major League clubhouse? I don't know," he said. "But if a player came to me and had a story like Billy had, I would get up, tell him I love him, and give him a big hug."
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These Oakland A's deserve your respect for remaining respectable
The team's owner is abandoning Oakland for an uncertain future, but his gritty team shows up to play every night.
By John Feinstein | 2024-08-15

Miguel Andujar, JJ Bleday and Lawrence Butler celebrate a win over the Mets. (Jim McIsaac/Getty Images) 


On Tuesday night, the Oakland Athletics beat the New York Mets, 9-4, for their third straight win, raising their record to 51-69.
In most places, the response to that victory was exactly what it should have been: Yawn. Or maybe, how does the loss affect the wild-card chances of the Mets?
Understandable. The A's have been in last place in the American League West for much of the season, and if you were a betting man, you would probably put your money on them finishing there.
Don't look now, though, but the A's are just one game behind the Los Angeles Angels and four games behind the Texas Rangers, the 2023 World Series champions. Heck, they also entered Wednesday four games behind the Washington Nationals, who, if you follow the D.C. media, have made nothing but correct moves during a four-year rebuild.
Oakland's record is better than those of the Colorado Rockies, the Miami Marlins and the historically bad Chicago White Sox. Here's the thing: The A's were supposed to be the White Sox. Instead, they're merely bad and nowhere close to awful.
And while baseball is full of heavily promoted stories worth following, the A's deserve some respect for remaining respectable.
They have one genuine standout player, Brent Rooker, who, as of Wednesday morning, was hitting .293 with 29 home runs and 83 RBI. They have a solid catcher in Shea Langeliers and at least one good starting pitcher, JP Sears, who has the team's best ERA among starters at 4.32.
As recently as 2019, the A's won 97 games before deconstructing their team. In 2022, they traded star first baseman Matt Olson to Atlanta, where the Gold Glove winner and two-time all-star hit an MLB-high 54 home runs last season. They traded another Gold Glover, third baseman Matt Chapman, to Toronto in 2022 before he moved to San Francisco this season.
The "architect" of genius moves such as these is owner John Fisher, who wants to move the team to Las Vegas and has been backed all the way by Commissioner Rob Manfred and the holy order of "We care about no one but us" baseball owners. Fisher is a classic trust-fund guy. His parents founded the clothing store Gap, and as a young man he went to work for mom and dad. He has more or less lived off their money since.
As of now, the plan is for the A's, who have been in Oakland since 1968, to play in a Class AAA stadium (capacity: 14,014) in Sacramento for the next three seasons before their new ballpark in Las Vegas opens in 2028.
You can make a case that the A's have the most intriguing history of any major league franchise. They spent their first 54 years in Philadelphia, managed by team owner Connie Mack for 50 of those seasons. Mack won five World Series but had a losing record when he finally retired in 1950 at 87. He remains the winningest manager in history -- and the losingest.
The A's moved in 1955 to Kansas City, where their best record in 13 seasons was 73-81. Then, Charles O. Finley moved them to Oakland, put them in white shoes and green-and-gold uniforms and built a dynasty. The A's went to the postseason five years in a row from 1971 to 1975 and won three straight World Series with a team led by Hall of Famers Reggie Jackson, Catfish Hunter and Rollie Fingers and stars such as Sal Bando, Bert Campaneris, Gene Tenace, Joe Rudi and Vida Blue.
Then, after Finley got rid of most of the stars, came the "Mausoleum" years, when the A's were bad and the stadium was mostly empty on cold summer nights.
The A's became great again under manager Tony La Russa between 1988 and 1992, winning a World Series and three pennants and reaching the postseason four times. But they nosedived again before Billy Beane's "Moneyball" approach made them winners in the early 2000s, although they never made another World Series. Beane is still a "special adviser" to Fisher, though he is no longer involved in day-to-day decisions.
And the A's are now an embarrassment. They are last in attendance at 9,050 per game -- four teams average more than 40,000 -- and have already been the subject of multiple "reverse boycotts" by fans, with those who do show up chanting "Sell the team!" at Fisher. In addition to playing in a minor league park for at least three seasons, the A's have been told there are likely to be days when the afternoon sun in Sacramento will be hot enough to make playing baseball dangerous.

Oakland fans make their feelings about the team's ownership known. (Jeff Chiu/AP) 


And yet this team, led by Manager Mark Kotsay, shows up to play every night. The American League manager of the year probably will be Cleveland's Stephen Vogt, who has taken a team picked to finish around .500 to first place in the American League Central. Kotsay deserves consideration. The A's have an owner who is the male equivalent of Rachel Phelps, the evil owner in "Major League" who does everything she can to tear Cleveland's team down so she can move the franchise to Miami. She would have loved the Olson and Chapman trades.
There won't be a movie-like ending for these A's, but attention should be paid. If MLB had any guts or any soul, it would figure out a way to push Fisher out the door and find an owner who will get a deal done to build a new ballpark in Oakland. I guarantee that a respectable team in Oakland would be far more worthwhile to MLB than a team in Las Vegas, which will draw only if it is good and people need something to do when they aren't playing slots.
The Oakland Raiders were iconic. The Las Vegas Raiders? Not so much. Hockey's Vegas Golden Knights have been a wonderful story, but they didn't abandon another city -- and they have been competitive since Day One thanks to team president George McPhee.
Baseball won't do anything to stop Fisher in his evil march to glitter -- and money. All of which is a shame. The A's have been a terrific story for decades. This year's players and their manager have done wonders to remain a group worth watching, even with an owner who belongs in the same sentence as Rachel Phelps. He doesn't deserve them.
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U.S. Soccer focuses on Mauricio Pochettino as next coach of men's team
Pochettino would replace Gregg Berhalter, who was fired after the U.S. team's poor performance in Copa America, a major tuneup for the 2026 World Cup.
By Steven Goff | 2024-08-15

The U.S. Soccer Federation is in talks with Mauricio Pochettino about its USMNT coaching vacancy. (Manu Fernandez/AP Photo) 


Mauricio Pochettino, an Argentine who has led major clubs in Europe and guided some of soccer's most famous players, is deep in talks about becoming the U.S. men's national soccer team coach as it prepares for the 2026 World Cup, people familiar with the situation said Thursday.
The deal has not been finalized and requires approval from the U.S. Soccer Federation's board of directors. The USSF is "leaning in on him but still has got to get there," said one person, who did not want to be identified in order to speak freely on the matter.
Several outlets, citing anonymous sources, reported Pochettino has agreed to the job.
USSF officials declined to comment.
Pochettino, 52, would replace Gregg Berhalter, who was fired this summer following the U.S. team's poor performance in Copa America, a major tuneup for the sport's quadrennial spectacle to take place in the United States, Mexico and Canada.
If a deal is struck, Pochettino would debut against Panama in an Oct. 12 friendly in Austin. To allow the new coach time to get acquainted with the organization and build his staff, the USSF plans to assign Mikey Varas, the U.S. under-20 national team coach, to friendlies against Canada on Sept. 7 in Kansas City, Kan., and New Zealand on Sept. 10 in Cincinnati.

Mauricio Pochettino would replace Gregg Berhalter, who was fired after the U.S. crashed out of Copa America this summer. (Michel Euler/AP Photo) 


The USSF's initial interest in former Liverpool coach Jurgen Klopp never materialized into substantial talks. (Klopp had no intention of leaving Europe.) Luis de la Fuente, who guided Spain to the European Championship this summer, expressed interest in the job but was never contacted by the USSF, his representatives said. Potential domestic-based candidates have included Los Angeles FC's Steve Cherundolo and the Columbus Crew's Wilfried Nancy.
Pochettino's hiring would reunite him with USSF sporting director Matt Crocker, who oversaw the coaching search. Pochettino and Crocker worked together at English club Southampton in 2013.
Pochettino would be tasked with getting the most out of a young core of U.S. players competing in major European leagues. With the youngest lineup at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar, the Americans advanced to the round of 16 before losing to the Netherlands. U.S. officials are emphasizing the importance of a deeper run in 2026, when there is a golden opportunity to grow the sport in this country. The United States will host the majority of the 104 matches, including all games after the round of 16.
Pressure on Crocker to get this coaching decision right intensified this summer after last year's decision to rehire Berhalter backfired. Among the other candidates at that time was Jesse Marsch, an American who this summer guided Canada to the Copa America semifinals.

Matt Crocker, right, has been under pressure with this coaching hire. (Dan Mullan/Getty Images) 


Crocker, who joined the USSF early last year, did get it right on the women's side, hiring Emma Hayes, who led the national team to the Olympic gold medal last week.
Pochettino has never coached a national team but has 15 years' experience on the European club level. He started with Spanish club Espanyol before moving to Southampton for 11/2 seasons.
Between 2014 and '19, Pochettino rose to prominence with Premier League club Tottenham Hotspur, which advanced to the 2019 UEFA Champions League final against Liverpool. He later moved to Paris Saint-Germain for an 18-month spell featuring a French Ligue 1 title with a front line of Kylian Mbappe, Lionel Messi and Neymar.
Pochettino's most recent stint was last season in the Premier League with Chelsea for a sixth-place finish in league play, runner-up in the League Cup and a semifinal appearance in the FA Cup. With his relationship with the front office souring, the sides agreed to part ways in late May.
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U.S. officials didn't object to key claim in Jordan Chiles medal case, document shows
After winning bronze at the Paris Olympics, Chiles, an American gymnast, was stripped of her medal over a technicality. A new report sheds light on that decision. 
By Emily Giambalvo, Molly Hensley-Clancy | 2024-08-15

Jordan Chiles will have to return her bronze medal after a CAS ruling. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


During a critical hearing that ultimately led to American gymnast Jordan Chiles losing her Olympic bronze medal, USA Gymnastics and Chiles's coach did not object to her opponent's assertion that they had missed the one-minute deadline to ask for Chiles's score to be reconsidered, according to a document released Wednesday by the Court of Arbitration for Sport.
The new details added intrigue to a dispute that is still playing out over a week after the Paris competition ended and is likely to continue in court. USA Gymnastics has promised to continue efforts to appeal the decision after CAS rejected its initial attempt. In its unsuccessful appeal, USA Gymnastics argued CAS should consider new video evidence the organization believes proves the challenge from Chiles's coach had, in fact, been made within the time limit.
The new CAS document also shows that days passed before USA Gymnastics officially was informed of the effort to challenge Chiles's medal, giving U.S. officials little time to prepare for the hearing -- a lapse that could provide grounds for Chiles to appeal the decision to a Swiss tribunal.
The ruling that led to the revocation of Chiles's medal centered on the timing of the inquiry that ultimately increased her score. The official timekeeping system recorded the inquiry as being placed 1 minute 4 seconds after Chiles's score posted, the document shows. During the hearing, USA Gymnastics did not question the accuracy of the timekeeping system, and Chiles's coach, Cecile Landi, testified that the official recorded her request for an inquiry "immediately."
In response to the appeal to CAS by the Romanian Gymnastics Federation, an arbitral panel ruled Chiles's original score should be reinstated. The International Gymnastics Federation (FIG) modified the results of the floor final accordingly, with Chiles finishing fifth and Romania's Ana Barbosu in third. The International Olympic Committee confirmed Barbosu would receive a bronze medal and Chiles must return the one she received on the podium.
CAS failed to make contact with the Americans to notify them of the hearing until Aug. 9, less than 24 hours before the Aug. 10 hearing, arbitrators wrote, despite initial attempts to contact them on Aug. 6. The delay, a USA Gymnastics spokesperson said in a statement, "was due to CAS sending case filings to incorrect email addresses." After the Americans argued the court's deadline was unreasonable as a result of the delay, CAS extended it by two hours.
The day after CAS's ruling, USA Gymnastics said in a statement that it had time-stamped video proving Landi initiated the inquiry 47 seconds after the score was posted. USA Gymnastics said the footage was not available to the organization at the time of the hearing. But CAS told USA Gymnastics its rules do not allow for a decision to be reconsidered in the face of new evidence. USA Gymnastics said it plans to pursue other avenues of appeal, including to the Swiss Federal Tribunal.
In a statement Wednesday, USA Gymnastics reaffirmed that it "strongly disagrees" with the court's decision and will "continue to seek justice for Jordan Chiles."
The "rushed" hearing, the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee said in a statement to The Washington Post, made it "impossible to raise" the video evidence that contradicted the timeline. "We were denied a meaningful opportunity to be heard," a spokesperson for the USOPC said.
The CAS document also raises questions about the effectiveness of FIG, which also was criticized recently for an administrative error that affected a gymnast's qualification for the Olympics last fall. Donatella Sacchi, the president of FIG's women's technical committee, admitted in her testimony that FIG did not have any formal system in place for monitoring whether score inquiries were submitted on time.
When an arbitrator asked Sacchi who was in charge of tracking the one-minute rule, she responded, "You ask me something difficult, very difficult to answer ... We don't know either, so we're trying to find out."
And when Sacchi received Chiles's inquiry, the document said, she admitted that "she was not in a position to verify -- and did not verify -- whether it had been submitted within time."
Had the inquiry been denied at the time because of tardiness, the results of the competition would not have needed to be updated nearly a week later. Sacchi explained in the hearing that when she received the inquiry on her tablet, "the information offered no indication that it had been received late." She believed she had no reason to question whether the appeal had been submitted in accordance with competition rules.
In response to the CAS panel's request to provide information about the person in charge of monitoring and enforcing the deadline for inquiries, FIG said the person was not a FIG official but rather someone appointed by the local organizers. FIG was not able to not identify this person, which the panel described as a surprise.
Landi, the coach of Chiles and a witness at the hearing, told the panel she was aware of the one-minute deadline and "believed she had made the inquiry as fast as she could," but "she was not able to state with certainty whether she made the inquiry within or beyond the one-minute time limit, as everything had happened in a great rush."
Other gymnasts who competed in the floor final filed inquiries 82 and 95 seconds after their scores appeared, but the one-minute deadline applied only to Chiles because she was the final gymnast to perform. The sport's technical regulations state that inquiries must be filed before the following gymnast's score appears, but the last gymnast in the rotation must adhere to a one-minute deadline.
USA Gymnastics did not challenge the information from the timekeeper's official report and did not ask for more time to verify the information or to provide additional evidence, according to the document.
The CAS panel determined there was no evidence to support that the one-minute deadline should be interpreted to have flexibility and the enforcement of the rule does not fall within the field of play doctrine, by which CAS does not interfere with decisions made by officials during a competition.
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These three Premier League teams can topple Manchester City in 2024
Manchester City has won an unprecedented four straight Premier League titles, but its quest for five could face some challenges.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-08-15

Pep Guardiola led Manchester City to its fourth straight Premier League title last season, but there are signs that its reign could be coming to an end. (Frank Augstein/AP)


Manchester City won its fourth straight Premier League title in 2023-24, the first time any team in the top flight of English soccer has accomplished such a feat, and this season it's favored to make it five in a row: DraftKings has assigned Manchester City +140 odds to win the Premier League again, tops among the league's 20 teams.
Even so, there's a sense that Manchester City's time at the top of the table is nearing its end. With the Premier League season set to begin Friday, here's a look at three teams that can take down the reigning champion.
There are plenty of reasons to be wary of Manchester City's chances. For one, the franchise faces a possible standings points deduction over 115 alleged violations of the Premier League's financial rules, dating from 2009. A hearing could start next month and a ruling could come soon after the new year, per the BBC, and a negative ruling could handicap City's title chances. (Last year, the league deducted eight standings points from Everton over violations of its profit and sustainability rules, contributing to a 15th-place finish.)
City won another Premier League title last season, but cracks were evident. It won just two of 10 matches against the other teams in the top six of the standings. Stalwarts such as Kevin De Bruyne (33) and Kyle Walker (34) aren't getting any younger. Manager Pep Guardiola said that he was "closer to leaving than staying" and that he was "tired" after winning the league last year, with his sights reportedly set on a national team job.
It all adds up. Manchester City is a risky bet to win the Premier League. But which team could be the new Premier League boss?
The Gunners are essentially co-favorites to win the league, and there's plenty to back that up. Arsenal has been steadily developing its young talent -- it was the Premier League's third-youngest team last season -- into a strong challenger to City: In 2022-23, Arsenal led the standings for 248 days before ceding the top spot, the most ever for a team that failed to win the league; last season, it held the top spot in the table for 11 of 38 matchdays, including late in the season.
It's time to take the next big step. Leading goal scorers Bukayo Saka, Leandro Trossard and Kai Havertz are 29 or younger, and newcomer Riccardo Calafiori -- a transfer pickup from Bologna after a strong performance at the European Championship for Italy -- already is seen as a defensive stalwart at 22. In two matches against Manchester City last season, a win and a draw, Arsenal did not concede a shot on target.
Arsenal's youth was perhaps still a detriment at times last season, when it garnered just one point in two matches against 13th-place Fulham and lost at home to ninth-place West Ham. Those were huge results in a season when Arsenal finished just two points behind Manchester City for the title. Things could be different this year.
It's a new era for the Reds as Dutchman Arne Slot takes over for Jurgen Klopp, who led Liverpool to Premier League and Champions League titles over his nine seasons at the helm. Slot comes over from Feyenoord, which he shepherded to league and cup titles in the Netherlands.
Slot inherits the bulk of a team that led the Premier League for much of last season's middle third before a late fade. Liverpool icon Mohamed Salah returns looking for his eighth consecutive season with at least 20 goals, and Slot has tried to get on Darwin Nunez's good side after the Uruguayan goal-scoring threat was relegated to the bench by Klopp for last season's final matches.
Unfortunately for Slot, his first season may take on something of a now-or-never air: The contracts of Salah, captain Virgil van Dijk and key defender Trent Alexander-Arnold expire after this season. But Liverpool hopefully will be less affected by injury misfortune; last season van Dijk was the only player to start more than 32 Premier League games. If van Dijk and Salah can still put up high-level play despite advancing in age and Nunez can turn his numerous scoring chances into actual goals -- only five Premier League players took more shots last year, but the Uruguayan scored just 11 times -- Liverpool will challenge for the top again.
Even after the departure of all-time leading scorer Harry Kane to Bayern Munich last season, Spurs started off strong, drawing with Arsenal at home and defeating Liverpool on the road on their way to a brief stay atop the standings. But losses in four of five November/December matches sent Tottenham tumbling away, and it wouldn't ascend higher than fourth from December onward, finishing two points behind Aston Villa in fifth and settling for a Europa League bid.
Scoring wasn't a problem for Tottenham: It scored two goals or more in 29 of 38 Premier League matches last season. But it also conceded 61 goals, which is unacceptable for any team with championship hopes. (Spurs' 61 goals allowed were three more than Manchester United and Crystal Palace, which finished eighth and 10th, and the same number as Fulham, which finished 13th.) Tottenham's expected goals allowed mark (64.6) was even worse, better than only six teams (and three of them were relegated).
But Manager Ange Postecoglou and the front office seem to be taking the right steps toward contention, with scoring stalwarts Son Heung-min and Richarlison joined by a very young supporting cast, including 17-year-old Mikey Moore and 18-year-old Lucas Bergvall, a transfer arrival from Sweden. If the team can avoid last season's injuries and shore things up defensively, good things are possible. Spurs are +200 to finish in the top four, a bet I like a whole lot.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/15/premier-league-preview-predictions-2024-25-manchester-city/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fantasy football 2024: This is what the perfect draft looks like 
This perfect draft for fantasy football in the 2024 season shows the best picks for a 12-team, point-per-reception league.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-08-15

Perfect draft (Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Getty and AP photos)


Fantasy football draft season is here, which means you need to find any advantage you can against the rest of the players in your league. Fortunately, we've got you covered: Behold the Perfect Draft, the optimal pick for every spot in every round.
A reminder about our definition of "perfect" for this annual exercise. Perfect means pushing aside conventional wisdom and getting the optimal value at each draft spot. To do so, we keep the overall outline of average draft position but make modifications to the positional rankings based on injury concerns, strength of schedule and opportunity. In other words, all the rosters in the draft below should outperform an average team in any given week, with most performing at a playoff-caliber level.
The methodology starts with each player's consensus draft ranking from the experts surveyed at Fantasy Pros and ends with a projected season-long fantasy point total that is adjusted for injury potential, strength of schedule and draft scarcity. Adjusting performance for various factors and then comparing that to a baseline allows us to see positional scarcity, and where fantasy owners can go after players from the top tier of their position rather than a selection from a lower grouping. A more in-depth explanation of our methodology can be found here.
Remember: This is the perfect draft based on our 2024 projections, so some players will have more or less projected value than the public perceives. Some players come off the board in this "perfect draft" at significantly different slots than their average draft position would suggest. This is a feature, not a bug. Use it to your advantage.
The draft grids below were crafted for a 12-team, point-per-reception league using the following starting lineup: one quarterback, two running backs, two wide receivers, one tight end, one flex player (RB/WR/TE), one defense, a kicker and seven bench players.




Now for some takeaways about this picture of perfection.
Wait, what? That's not a typo. McCaffrey has been one of the league's best fantasy options over the past few years, but it is time to start discussing the risks involved with him in 2024. He turned 28 years old in June, which is well past the prime of NFL running backs, even ones as talented as McCaffrey. He's also got some injury risk. According to the injury algorithm at Draft Sharks, McCaffrey is expected to miss three games this season with a six percent chance of injury per game. Perhaps that's why Coach Kyle Shanahan suggested in June that he'd like to lighten McCaffrey's load.
"We have to protect Christian from himself," Shanahan told the Athletic in June. "He doesn't like to ever come out no matter what the situation is and I do think that's something we could protect him with more."
And finally, McCaffrey overachieved last year. He was expected to score 10 rushing touchdowns during the regular season based on the down, distance and field position of each play, yet he scored 14. Over the past decade, players who exceeded their expected rushing touchdown total by three or more touchdowns saw their average scoring production drop from 12.7 to 6.5 rushing touchdowns the following season.
There are too few stalwart running backs in the NFL. Couple that with a steep drop-off in value after the opening two rounds, and there's a strong case for drafting the top rushers early. McCaffrey is the consensus No. 1 choice, followed by Breece Hall, Bijan Robinson, Jahmyr Gibbs and Saquon Barkley. Any of those five should be considered heavily for the first round -- Hall would be my No. 1 overall pick -- and they become more valuable the further they fall.
Later in the draft, after Round 9, is when we start to look at running backs with upside, including those in a committee that could outshine their teammates, rushers who could gain more playing time due to an injury to the incumbent, or those that simply need more seasoning before a head coach will elevate them to a starting role. Players who fit this category include Jaylen Warren (Pittsburgh Steelers), Jaleel McLaughlin (Denver Broncos) and Jaylen Wright (Miami Dolphins).
According to data from TruMedia, there were 54 plays per game featuring three wide receivers last year, the highest per-game rate in a decade. That gives more wideouts a chance at making plays, which is why we can find so many productive fantasy options later in the draft. For example, the average wide receiver drafted in the third round from 2013 to 2023 averaged 14.5 fantasy points per game. That drops to an average of 11.9 per game in Round 7, a mere 2.6 difference.
Sure, the top end of the draft is where the superstar receivers are selected, but you will find no shortage of high-quality options if you wait until the middle rounds. Amari Cooper (Cleveland Browns), Tank Dell (Houston Texans) and George Pickens (Pittsburgh Steelers) are all viable options in this range.
There is a choice to be made early in the draft: Grab a top tight end like Travis Kelce (Kansas City Chiefs) and Sam LaPorta (Detroit Lions), or prioritize other positions first and wait to grab a talented but more volatile option like George Kittle (San Francisco 49ers), Kyle Pitts (Atlanta Falcons) or Jake Ferguson (Dallas Cowboys).
The NFL has two kinds of passers, those that stay in the pocket and those that are a threat to run. The latter is more desirable in fantasy football. From 2002 to 2023, quarterbacks with at least five rushes in a game averaged almost 18 fantasy points per contest -- compared to 12.9 for those with fewer than five carries in the game. That's almost a touchdown in most scoring formats, illustrating how valuable these dual threats are.
Keep that in mind when you are staring at the likes of Josh Allen (Buffalo Bills) and Jalen Hurts (Philadelphia Eagles) on the draft board.
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Mystics have three starters back and 15 games to make their push 
The Olympic break gave Washington time to get healthy, but it has limited opportunities to jump into the playoff picture. 
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-08-15

Mystics center Shakira Austin returns from injury as the WNBA returns from its Olympic break. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


The moment was quick -- just one of hundreds of sequences during two-plus hours of practice. But it was one Washington Mystics fans have been waiting all season to see.
Brittney Sykes dribbled up the court, crossed over and went around a screen set by Shakira Austin, who then headed to the basket. Sykes whipped a pass to Austin at the front of the rim, and Austin immediately kicked it out to a wide-open Karlie Samuelson. The sharpshooter buried a corner three-pointer.
Those three starters have played just three games together all season -- and have missed a combined 49. Austin (hip) hasn't played since May 31, Sykes (foot) since June 11 and Samuelson (finger) since June 23.
With the WNBA's pause for the Olympic break over, all three are back as the Mystics begin their 15-game stretch run.
"It's been a grind, but it's been a good grind," Sykes said. "It's been a lot of learning curves and just getting back to the basics and just understanding, like, grace is going to be our best friend in the second half of the season."
Grace will be needed as the three work to develop chemistry with the rest of the team. Time, however, is not their friend. Following an 0-12 start, the worst in franchise history, the team is 6-7 since and is 41/2 games behind the Chicago Sky (10-14) for the No. 8 playoff spot.
Making the playoffs was anything but a given after General Manager Mike Thibault retooled the roster and moved on without Elena Delle Donne, Natasha Cloud and Tianna Hawkins. Sykes said the mentality is to "push for eight" -- as in the eighth seed.
"We can't do anything other than try to play well," Coach Eric Thibault said. "That's it. It's not 0-0. There's the standings, and we are where we are. We have to play good basketball. We can't change anything about the teams above or behind us. We just have to play well. There's not really more that needs to be said around it."
Sykes added, "That's been the mentality: They, as in the organization, have always pushed for the playoffs no matter what."

Mystics guard Brittney Sykes has her eyes set on the final playoff spot. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


The road won't be easy with 11 games against teams currently holding playoff spots, including two out of the gate against the Commissioner's Cup champion Minnesota Lynx (17-8) -- one Thursday in Minneapolis and another Saturday afternoon at Entertainment and Sports Arena.
The Mystics have another matchup with the Lynx next month, a pair against the Seattle Storm (17-8) and one apiece against the New York Liberty (21-4) and Connecticut Sun (18-6) -- all teams with championship aspirations. Also on the horizon is a road game against the Phoenix Mercury (13-12), a team with three Olympic gold medalists and title hopes despite underperforming during the first half.
While the Mystics' schedule looks challenging, it also presents an opportunity to make up ground. Washington gets two games against the Sky and has its regular season finale against the seventh-place Indiana Fever (11-15). A pair of games against the Atlanta Dream (7-17) will have implications for the draft; the Mystics own the Dream's first-round selection.
"It's like a whole new season, to be honest with you," Samuelson said. "Fifteen games is not a lot, but it's also a lot. So I think it's a lot of time to do something fun."
Thibault expects to have everyone available outside of DiDi Richards, who has been dealing with knee and Achilles' tendon issues. He didn't detail any minutes restrictions.
Neither Julie Vanloo (Belgium) nor Jade Melbourne (Australia) practiced with the team after their countries advanced to the medal round at the Olympics. Vanloo will meet the team in Minnesota. Jakia Brown-Turner, who was on a hardship contract, was released Tuesday.
The starting lineup could be Sykes, Ariel Atkins, Samuelson, Austin and Stefanie Dolson if Thibault decides his returning players are ready. One of the most intriguing sights will be that of Austin, who had offseason surgery on the injured hip that limited her to 19 games last season. The recovery has been full of fits and starts for the No. 3 draft pick in 2022.
"I just don't want to get out on the floor and have to keep coming back, have to keep figuring out what's wrong," Austin said. "I just wanted to come out with confidence that I'm good. So I think that's where we're at now. I'm confident that this second half of the season is going to be really great. But it's also like setting a statement of, you know, we're back."
They're back but a lot of this is new, with many of the core players having little experience playing with one another. The front office envisioned giving opposing teams problems with the 6-foot-5 Dolson playing alongside the 6-5 Austin. Their moments together have been limited.
"It's going to be an easy thing," associate head coach LaToya Sanders said. "First of all, Stef is just the easiest person to play with, period. She's such a smart basketball player. She knows how to move the ball. I think their skills complement each other with Kira being able to operate in the paint and Stef being able to shoot the three very well. Even defensively, Stef is really good at banging with the bigger post players, and Kira is really good at being able to guard the more mobile post player."
Then there's incorporating the reserves who helped the team rebound after the horrific start. Shatori Walker-Kimbrough, Myisha Hines-Allen, rookie Aaliyah Edwards, Vanloo and Melbourne played well in their roles, and the Mystics lead the league in bench points at 25.8 per game. The Mystics rank No. 3 in assists (22.1) and No. 2 in three-point shooting (36.7 percent).
"We know, obviously, things will look a little bit different," Walker-Kimbrough said. "The focus that I'm going to emphasize to the bench: We can't change who you are as a bench. ... The main thing that we always preach is being consistent."
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The push to strip Jordan Chiles of her Olympic medal smells awfully foul
The court that ruled against Jordan Chiles is a hive of cronies and insiders, established and steered by the IOC and various sports federations as cover.
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-08-15

Jordan Chiles brought two medals with her to New York, but the fate of her individual bronze remains unclear. (Richard Drew/AP) 


The case of Jordan Chiles and her contested medal raises an interesting question: Why would any lawyer who prizes his reputation accept a job with the Court of Arbitration for Sport, that illegitimate warren that the International Olympic Committee, oligarchs and other dealers in suitcases of cash use as a legal veneer? The answer must be more than just free tickets. Fees!
For lending his reputation to CAS's secretive, opaque and stinking-as-a-spoiled-oyster star chamber, the honorable presiding arbitrator Hamid Gharavi got to lunge at the langoustine-piled ice sculptures for two weeks in Paris and charge $300 to $600 per hour for rank conflicts of interest. What a legal lark to be a CAS judge and to lord it over athletes with rulings such as the banning of a Jamaican hammer thrower for a technical failure in her entry paperwork committed during a hurricane outage. Or, in the case of Gharavi, the stripping of gymnast Chiles's bronze medal over an alleged four-second lapse by U.S. officials in filing a scoring appeal on her behalf, so you can give it to your longtime legal client, Romania, that trove of billable hours.
Four seconds -- that was the basis the CAS panel used to revoke the bronze medal in floor exercise awarded to Chiles by an actual panel of Olympic gymnastics judges who were there. Gharavi's panel gave it to Ana Barbosu of Romania, and you knew the verdict reeked of corruption, even if you just didn't know quite where to look for it. The answer turned out to be in the most arrogantly corrupt place, as it always does with IOC-related matters: inside the power center. The three-man CAS panel led by Gharavi refused to reevaluate its decision even though new video evidence apparently shows the scoring appeal was filed within the required one minute at the competition. CAS told USA Gymnastics that the "rules do not allow for an arbitral award to be reconsidered even when conclusive new evidence is presented."

Jordan Chiles's must return her bronze medal after CAS ruled to change her score, the sport's body changed the score and IOC reallocated the medals.


This is a court? No, actually, it's not. It's a sinecure for cronies and insiders, one established, funded and steered by the IOC and various sports federations as cover, housed in the Palais de Beaulieu in Lausanne, Switzerland. It's as byzantine and riddled with mysterious purposes and politics as a Templar tunnel. As great German investigative journalist Grit Hartmann pointed out in a 2021 expose of CAS, in what other legal world do you see judges appointed by their most frequent litigants?
Let's meet the gents who overrode the gymnastics judges on the basis of four seconds that apparently did not even elapse. The "president" of the panel is Gharavi, a noted international investment lawyer who has represented sovereign states such as Turkey and Albania in commercial disputes. He has represented Romania at least three times, according to his firm, and is currently working with its government counsel on cases before the World Bank, according to an aghast inquiry posted on the website of the International Institute for Conflict Prevention and Resolution.
Interestingly, Gharavi may also have a soft spot for Russia, judging by some of his other CAS involvements. Gharavi was Russia's choice for a CAS arbitrator during its fight over the World Anti-Doping Agency's four-year ban for systemic doping at the Sochi Winter Games. (In CAS procedures, each side gets to nominate a "judge.") In 2018, Gharavi and his two other CAS panel colleagues overturned 28 Russian suspensions for purported lack of evidence and reinstated nine medals. In 2020, Gharavi and the panel whacked the four-year ban imposed by WADA in half -- without any clear explanation -- to the applause of Vladimir Putin. They also weakened a provision banning Russian authorities from attending the Olympics.
A lawyer for Russian whistleblower Grigory Rodchenkov, Jim Walden, called the decision "nonsensical" and observed, "Despite overwhelming proof of corruption, doping fraud and obstruction of justice ... CAS has once again proven itself unwilling and unable to meaningfully deal with systematic and long-standing criminality by Russia."
Another well-known CAS veteran on the Chiles appeal panel was Philippe Sands. He is a British-French lawyer whom you may have seen on television or in Vanity Fair. Sands is a noted professor, author and commentator who has taught at University College London and Harvard Law. Sands is also a nutter for soccer. He has been a CAS arbitrator since 2011, and he sat on a CAS panel that infamously annulled a lifetime suspension for FIFA official Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar for bald-faced bribery, citing lack of evidence, even though there was so very much evidence that he subsequently received a second lifetime ban from FIFA. In 2023, French authorities issued a warrant for his arrest for corruption related to the awarding of the World Cup to Qatar.
The third member of this noble triumvirate of a panel is Lu Song of China. He is an arbitrator of investment disputes, a member of the International Commercial Expert Committee of China's Supreme People's Court and apparently well known in Geneva arbitration circles. China, of course, is noted for its Olympic integrity.
The moral of these rich little character studies: Don't hire an arbitrator associated with CAS. You may not know whom he really works for -- and you can't possibly know what's in his briefcase under the table or in his Singapore bank account.
There are so many problems with CAS that it's hard to know where to begin, but you might start at the very, very top, where IOC Vice President John Coates also serves as president of the council that rules CAS. Coates, you may recall, is the palmy guy who helped to buy the 2000 Olympics for Sydney by promising funds to African officials. Is it any wonder that in an organization headed by Coates, the same old friendly arbiters tend to receive most of the appointments? In 2021, London law company Morgan Sports Law analyzed 20 years of CAS decisions and found just 14 male arbiters had been appointed more than 100 times. Among other things, there are almost no female arbitrators.
These slack-chinned, necktie-smooth, multi-passported supremos almost never rule in favor of individual athletes, who tend to lack funds. How curious. Sports federations, those pure-as-crystal organizations, are "the only class of appellants to win more cases than they lose" in front of CAS, according to an investigation by Swedish international law professor Johan Lindholm in his 2019 book, "The Court of Arbitration for Sport and Its Jurisprudence."
This isn't arbitration -- arbitration is independent. This is involuntary surrender to chicanery. USA Gymnastics has a route left for appeal: the Swiss courts. CAS could be challenged in the Swiss Supreme Court on the basis that it violated "elementary procedural rules," such as the right to a fair hearing, or acted with basic "incompatibility" with Swiss law. CAS is perpetually guilty on all counts. The Swiss courts should clean up the magisterial, back-scratchy mess that they have allowed to flourish in Lausanne.
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Nats fall to Orioles but find another silver lining in DJ Herz
The rookie left-hander shakes off a first-inning home run by Gunnar Henderson to deliver six strong innings in a 4-1 loss to the Orioles.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-08-15

Nationals left-hander DJ Herz gave up a two-run homer in the first inning and very little the rest of the way. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


BALTIMORE -- DJ Herz skipped backward toward the Washington Nationals' dugout as he watched shortstop CJ Abrams zip a throw across the diamond to end the sixth inning. Then the 23-year-old left-hander sought out catcher Keibert Ruiz, high-fived him and strode into the dugout.
Five innings earlier, Herz wiped the sweat off his forehead after Gunnar Henderson hit a two-run blast to right field. The home run could have derailed Herz, who allowed three base runners in that first inning. Instead, Herz allowed just three more base runners over the next five innings without surrendering a run.
Herz's impressive performance, though it came in a 4-1 loss to the Baltimore Orioles on Wednesday night at Camden Yards, was a reminder of his potential. He kept his pitch count low enough to complete six innings -- only the second time in his career he has gone that deep -- and allowed four hits while striking out five and walking two.
"Just the key, like I always say, is get ahead," Herz said. "If I don't, get back to 1-1. We did a good job of that. All the pitches were working today. That's the best my change-up's been, I think, [since] being up [in the majors]."
Ahead of the game, Manager Dave Martinez announced that his entire major league coaching staff will return for 2025, including pitching coach Jim Hickey and hitting coach Darnell Coles. Martinez wanted to show unity and to give his coaches and players peace of mind that things would remain stable moving forward.
"I really felt like this is a good corps," Martinez said of his coaches, who signed their new contracts ahead of the two-game series here. "We work really well together, and they've been doing a great job with our kids. So, for me, it was important to get it done as soon as possible."
Herz is one of the many young players the Nationals believe have unrealized potential. The team believes maintaining continuity with its coaches is vital to the rebuilding process -- especially for its young core. With starts such as Wednesday's, Herz continues to make a case to be part of that core.
After the first inning, he retired nine of the next 10 batters he faced. In the fifth, he allowed a single to Coby Mayo, but two batters later he was able to induce a double play to end the inning. When he did, he smacked his glove in excitement.
"I don't get them often because I'm mainly a flyball pitcher for the most part," Herz said. "So when I do get the double plays, they spark me up and I know it saves my pitch count a lot and it helps the team. I love double plays."
The Nationals managed just one run Wednesday via Alex Call, whose RBI double in the second inning was nearly caught by Anthony Santander in right field. Washington finished 0 for 4 with runners in scoring position. And in the seventh, Robert Garcia allowed two runs as the Nationals (55-66) couldn't solve the Orioles (71-50).
The Nationals' pitching staff has been a bright spot under Hickey and pitching strategist Sean Doolittle, especially as the team flirted with the National League's final wild-card spot in June. There has been a dip in performance in the season's second half, with many of the young starters showing signs of fatigue.
But Jake Irvin has developed into the Nationals' best pitcher. Mitchell Parker grabbed a spot in the rotation after Josiah Gray went down with an injury and hasn't looked back. MacKenzie Gore has shown flashes even as he experiences perhaps the biggest drop-off of any Nationals starter from the first half to the second. And then there's Herz, who continues to show he's trending in the right direction.
Command is the key to Herz's success, and he was consistently around the strike zone after Henderson's homer. His exultations after outs became more animated with each inning, punctuated by that backward skip after he recorded the final out of the sixth.
The loss left the Nationals with a split in the season series with their regional rivals, who have become one of the top teams in the American League after a long rebuild of their own.
"It's a work in progress, but we're starting to see progress," Martinez said. "Our young guys are starting to get it. We're starting to play a little bit better. I love the way we're coming out and competing every day. We're playing hard for 27 outs, but we're getting closer."
Notes: The coaches coming back next season include Miguel Cairo (bench), Gerardo Parra (first base, previously in a front-office role), Ricky Gutierrez (third base, previously the run prevention coordinator) and Chris Johnson (assistant hitting). ...
Right-hander Trevor Williams threw a 20-pitch bullpen session in his first time pitching off a mound since he went on the injured list in early June with a right flexor strain. Martinez said Williams only threw fastballs.
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What to know about Olympic boxer Imane Khelif's cyberbullying complaint
French investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult after the gold medalist was targeted in online attacks.
By Rachel Pannett, Victoria Bisset | 2024-08-15

Algeria's Imane Khelif reacts after beating China's Yang Liu in the final match of the 66-kilogram division of women's boxing during the Paris Games on Aug. 9. (Mauro Pimentel/AFP/Getty Images)


Gold medal-winning Olympic boxer Imane Khelif has filed a legal complaint in France for alleged cyber harassment.
The Paris prosecutor's office confirmed in an email Wednesday that it received the case that Khelif filed with its special unit for combating online hate speech. Investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult.
This comes after a flurry of online attacks spreading false claims about her gender. Former president Donald Trump, author J.K. Rowling and billionaire Elon Musk were among those who referred to Khelif as a man or reposted such claims.
Khelif is an Algerian boxer who won gold in the women's 66-kilogram (146-pound) division at the Paris Olympics. During the Games, Khelif faced false claims online that she was a man or transgender.
The International Olympic Committee stood by Khelif as a Russian boxing chief, Umar Kremlev, repeatedly alleged without proof that a test revealed the Algerian boxer had XY chromosomes. 
Khelif "was born female, was registered female, lived her life as a female, boxed as a female, has a female passport," IOC spokesman Mark Adams said in a news conference Aug. 2. "This is not a transgender case."
Kremlev heads the International Boxing Association. The IOC cut ties with the IBA last year over Kremlev's connections to Russian President Vladimir Putin and other scandals. The IOC accused the IBA of running a Russian-backed "disinformation campaign against the Olympic movement."

As female boxer Imane Khelif prepares for competition, International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach stands by female boxers.


Still, online vitriol grew as she advanced through the competition.
Rowling, Musk and Trump were among those who shared posts suggesting Khelif was not a woman after Italian boxer Angela Carini abruptly quit her round-of-16 fight against Khelif after being punched in the face.
In the news conference, Adams said he'd seen a lot of "damaging" misinformation on social media around the boxing case, and encouraged people to put themselves in the shoes of the athletes involved.
A complaint for aggravated cyber harassment was filed with the Paris prosecutor's office, Khelif's attorney, Nabil Boudi, said in a statement Aug. 10 on X, adding that the boxer was subjected to a "misogynistic, racist and sexist campaign."
"The unjust harassment suffered by the boxing champion will remain the biggest stain of these Olympic Games," Boudi said.
Government investigators will look into the allegations and decide whether to submit cyberbullying charges. Under French law, such convictions can result in prison terms or fines.
The complaint did not name the perpetrators, which is common under French law, according to the Associated Press, and gives prosecutors room to investigate anyone who could be culpable.
France has been working to combat cyberbullying and to reduce the dominance of U.S. tech companies. Other French cases of aggravated online harassment have resulted in prosecutions.
Almost 30 people were sentenced this year after a judge found them guilty of the online harassment of a French influencer, French network BFM TV reported, in one of the country's largest cyberbullying cases to date. Lawyers representing the woman said in a news release that the severity of the sentences -- up to 18 months in prison -- was "unprecedented in a case of cyberbullying," according to BFM TV.
Anti-bullying laws made harassment an offense in schools and universities in 2022, punishable with sentences of up to 10 years, and strengthened the obligations of tech companies to moderate school bullying on social media.
Responding to the gender controversy, Khelif said: "I am a woman. I was born a woman and was raised a woman, and I compete as a woman."
After beating China's Liu Yang to claim the gold medal in the welterweight division, Khelif said, "My honor is intact now."
"My message to the world -- the whole world -- is: Hold on to Olympic values and not bully people," she said.
Les Carpenter contributed to this report.
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Austin Dillon's NASCAR playoff berth revoked after wrecks 'crossed a line'
The driver will keep his win but was docked standings points for taking out Joey Logano and Denny Hamlin on the final lap in Richmond.
By Des Bieler | 2024-08-15

Austin Dillon's No. 3 Chevy takes the checkered flag in Richmond while Denny Hamlin's Toyota, at left in white, heads to the wall. (Logan Whitton/Getty Images)


NASCAR revoked Austin Dillon's automatic berth in the Cup Series playoffs after he took out Joey Logano and Denny Hamlin during his win Sunday night in Richmond.
In making its ruling Wednesday, NASCAR cited a rule regarding postseason eligibility that refers to "action(s) detrimental to stock car auto racing or NASCAR" and noted it has "sole discretion" to interpret the regulation.
The sequence at Richmond Raceway began when Logano came around the final lap in the lead, with a second-place Dillon quickly closing the gap and Hamlin in third. Dillon's No. 3 Chevy made contact with the right side of the rear bumper of Logano's No. 22 Ford, sending the latter spinning up the track, into the wall and out of contention. That slowed Dillon's momentum enough to allow Hamlin to slip ahead at the bottom of the track. But Dillon bumped Hamlin's No. 11 Toyota, sending him to the wall just before the checkered flag.
NASCAR's decision allowed Dillon to keep the win but, in addition to voiding the playoff berth, deducted 25 points in both the driver and owner standings. That pushed Dillon from 26th to 31st and sent a message that NASCAR deemed his team, Richard Childress Racing, at least partly to blame.
Dillon's spotter, Brandon Benesch, was suspended for three races. Benesch reportedly told Dillon, "Wreck him," just before the contact with Hamlin.
During a post-race news conference, Dillon said: "I ain't hearing [expletive] at that point, you know? Your eyes turn red. You see red. You get to the end of the race."
"At that point I'm elbows up, holding the throttle down, just trying to get to the start/finish line -- literally," added the 34-year-old driver, who got his fifth career win after not tasting victory for almost two years. "I am sideways off of [Turn] 4 because I'm already three-quarters of the lane up the track. Hammer the gas, and I'm just looking at the start/finish line. That's it."
Dillon acknowledged at the news conference that he meant to make contact with Logano's car, though not necessarily to send it to the wall, but indicated the incident with Hamlin was unintentional.
"The 22, [I] was just trying to get him loose," Dillon told reporters. "With the 11, it was more of just a reaction."
Logano was unhappy with Dillon's move. As Dillon did a victory burnout in his car, Logano pulled up near Dillon's team in pit row and spun the tires of his Team Penske car, causing RCR crew members to back up and a woman holding a baby to quickly move to a safer area.
That act immediately earned Logano a talking-to from a NASCAR official -- plus a $50,000 fine Wednesday -- but the two-time Cup Series champion made it clear he was disgusted with the "piece of crap" who knocked him out of the lead.
"It's chickens---, there's no doubt about it," Logano said of Dillon's tactics in a post-race interview. "He's four car lengths back. It's not even close. And then he wrecks the 11 to along with it. ... It's ridiculous that that's the way we race. Unbelievable."
"Absolutely a line was crossed, but it's an invisible line," Hamlin said Sunday. "It's not defined. They have rules and provisions for stuff like this, but they never take action for it."
On Wednesday, NASCAR executive Elton Sawyer said Dillon "crossed a line, without a doubt."
"Our sport has been based on strong emotions. It's been based off win and you're in," Sawyer said. "But anything that we feel, from a sanctioning body, that has crossed the line from a standpoint that compromises the integrity of our playoff format, as well as our championship -- we are going to get involved."
With three races to go in the Cup Series regular season before the 16-driver playoffs begin next month, Dillon has a few more chances to get the win he probably needs, given how far back he is in points.
RCR said Wednesday that it plans to appeal NASCAR's ruling, which the team said left it "very disappointed."
Hamlin responded to an online post of RCR's statement by writing on social media, "Not as disappointed as I was off turn 4."
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Jerry Jones has made a mess of Dak Prescott's contract situation
Jerry Jones boxed himself into a corner and now there are only two options: Pay Dak Prescott handsomely, or lose him for next to nothing.
By Jason La Canfora | 2024-08-15

Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones will have to pay dearly to hold onto quarterback Dak Prescott. (Josie Lepe/AP) 


As Jerry Jones rambled on about his contractual strategy regarding his franchise quarterback at the start of Dallas Cowboys training camp last month, leaning into a banal analogy in which he compared himself to an option quarterback clinging to the ball until the last possible moment, one thing became abundantly clear to executives, contract negotiators and agents around the NFL.
The owner of America's Team no longer understands how to read a defense.
To continue Jones's hackneyed trope regarding his unwillingness to accept contractual truths about Dak Prescott's value, he has held on to the ball too long as less-accomplished passers such as Trevor Lawrence and Tua Tagovailoa reset the market this offseason and has given himself no room to escape. Jones, in the estimation of a half-dozen NFL contract negotiators and evaluators, has left himself exposed, vulnerable and without leverage. There are but two outcomes ahead after Jones capitulated on no franchise tag and a no-trade clause during Prescott's previous arduous negotiation: Give the quarterback $60 million per season (or close to it) ASAP or lose him for a 2026 compensatory draft pick in March when some other billionaire makes Prescott the highest-paid player in NFL history.
Either is akin, at this point, to taking an embarrassing sack -- maybe even a strip-sack.
"Jerry totally screwed this up," said one NFL general manager who has dealt with numerous high-end quarterback negotiations. (He spoke on the condition of anonymity because he is not permitted to comment on other teams' personnel moves.) "Either pay him or lose him."
Certain things become unarguable, especially at quarterback. And when a 31-year-old quarterback of a team as high profile as this, who nearly reached the pinnacle of league compensation in 2021 even coming off a season marred by injury, enters camp willing to play out the final year of his deal for a modest $40 million (including incentives, but not including all his money from Nike, Gatorade, Sleep Number and so on), after a season in which he finished second in MVP voting and led the league in touchdown passes, that player is going to cash in. Massively. And with timing everything in the NFL -- hence that moment when Joe Flacco became the highest-paid player in league history -- and with the quarterback market exploding in the past few months (and even wide receivers now making $35 million per season), Prescott's timing is nothing less than impeccable.
"It makes no sense whatsoever," said a longtime NFL contract negotiator who is not permitted to speak about players under contract to other teams. "Jerry has cost himself a not-inconsequential amount of money already, and it keeps adding up pretty quickly with how the market has moved.
"I can't tell you precisely when we reached the point when it became an irrefutable universal truth that at certain positions the next guy up was going to leapfrog everyone else, even if he wasn't quite the same caliber of player, and reach a new price-point plateau. But in this instance it is absolutely irrefutable that this is going to be the case. As someone on the other side of these things, trust me, I wish it didn't work this way. But it does. This is our reality.
"They've absolutely painted themselves in a corner as a franchise with the quarterback, and I'm honestly even more baffled they didn't get ahead of this with [superstar wideout CeeDee Lamb, who is holding out]. That's close to $100 million a season on those two players alone, no matter what Jerry thinks, and that's us talking today. By March, we're looking at even more."
And multiple people I spoke with believe next offseason will offer one of the weakest quarterback free agent and trade markets in years. Almost all the quarterbacks on track to be available project as backups, while Kirk Cousins might be the most appealing option in a trade. That is another strong factor working in Prescott's favor -- and his representatives are well aware.

Pro Bowl wide receiver CeeDee Lamb is continuing to hold out during a contract dispute. (Chris O'Meara/AP) 


I asked an agent who has negotiated plenty of high-end quarterback deals how he would approach this situation. "Dak gets to the top of the mountain, and it's not close," he said on the condition of anonymity, not wanting to comment publicly on a player he does not represent. "I think Jerry has lost it."
Once revered as a billionaire who would go all-in to build and retain championship rosters, Jones is now scoffed at when he mentions the Super Bowl. He has aged into more of a spendthrift, seeking bargains and living on the margins. Outside of his quarterback, who has the top QB rating in the NFL over the past three seasons, no other Cowboys player under contract is making even $20 million this season, while his franchise value soars and the revenue streams run deeper than ever.
Per Spotrac, the Cowboys are last in cash committed to payroll for 2024 -- nearly $10 million behind anyone else. Jones was in the top three in spending during the pandemic (in 2020 and 2021), but team spending slipped to 29th in 2022 and was 11th in 2023.
Opinions vary on whether Jones will buck such trends for Prescott and Lamb. (Jones said Thursday there's no "sense of urgency" to extend the receiver.) One longtime personnel executive, who has a pretty good bead on Jones after decades competing with him, believes he might understand the owner's internal struggle. He's more confounded by the 81-year-old not yet signing Lamb than he is by the Prescott situation because, even if Jones were to go in a different direction at quarterback in 2025, he would still need Lamb, just entering his prime, to be a vital offensive cog.
"I don't think he sees himself winning the Super Bowl with this quarterback," the executive said on the condition of anonymity, limited from commenting on other rosters by NFL contract language. "And, honestly, when I look at his roster, I agree with him. I wouldn't want to pay [Prescott] $60 million, either. But at [Jones's] age, what else is he going to do? Start over with a rookie next year? He doesn't have three years to play that out.
"Jerry's frustration with not being able to get his team over the top is showing more and more, and he knows time is not on his side. However much he used to listen to other people about the management of his team, I think that's happening less and less now."
With the owner also the head of all things football -- the Cowboys' front-office structure is among the most convoluted in professional sports -- this family-run business appears to be spiraling further and further away from another Lombardi Trophy. (Its most recent was in the 1995 season.) Nine months from now, someone else will be waiting with an open checkbook for Prescott -- after striking out with Derek Carr and Jimmy Garoppolo, keep an eye on Mark Davis of the Las Vegas Raiders. But if the Cowboys were somehow a normal franchise, with the owner not so intimately involved in every nuance of the deal, what advice would the accomplished contract negotiator offer? What would he tell Jones?
"It's pretty simple," the executive said. "If this player is a free agent and he has a market -- and if you have two teams, you have a market, and Dak Prescott will have a market -- then he will get $60 million a year. I don't understand why we haven't done this already or why we aren't doing this now. The price is the price."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/14/dak-prescott-contract-jerry-jones-cowboys/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rookie QB J.J. McCarthy will miss entire season after knee surgery, Vikings say
The torn meniscus in McCarthy's right knee required a full repair, according to Vikings Coach Kevin O'Connell.
By Mark Maske | 2024-08-14

Vikings rookie quarterback J.J. McCarthy will miss the entire season after undergoing surgery for the knee injury that he suffered during Saturday's preseason opener against the Raiders in Minneapolis. (Bruce Kluckhohn/AP) 


J.J. McCarthy's rookie season with the Minnesota Vikings is over before it began. The quarterback will miss the entire 2024 season because of the knee injury he suffered during the team's first preseason game, Coach Kevin O'Connell said.
McCarthy underwent surgery Wednesday for a meniscus tear in his right knee, O'Connell said at a news conference. The tear required a full repair, according to O'Connell, which will be followed by a months-long recovery process.
"As crushed as I am for our team and the excitement that we had in our building and our fan base felt the same way ... I'm the most crushed for J.J.," O'Connell said. "But as our fans either have already come to find out or will in the future, this guy is so motivated and so dialed in. As excited as I was to draft him, he's confirmed everything that I hoped to see. ... But our fan base and everyone should just be excited about the fact that we've got our young franchise quarterback, I believe, in the building."
McCarthy is expected to make a full recovery, O'Connell said.
"Now it's about the unique aspect of continuing a very critical development process for him where maybe the physical reps aren't going to be there in the short term," O'Connell said. "But this is going to be a small bump in the road. Other quarterbacks in our league have gone through similar things early on in their journey and came back stronger and better than ever. ... I know that is going to happen for J.J. So we'll have a great plan for him, not only in the quarterback room with those other guys but a process so him and I can continue to build our rapport and make sure there's a day-to-day football process. But early on, most importantly it's going to be about that rehab and the physical aspect of working his way back."
McCarthy suffered the injury during Saturday's preseason win over the Las Vegas Raiders in Minneapolis, according to the Vikings. He completed 11 of 17 passes for 188 yards, two touchdowns and an interception in that game.
The Vikings withheld him from practice Monday after he told the team's medical staff that he was experiencing knee soreness, O'Connell said. McCarthy underwent testing, and the Vikings announced Tuesday that he would have surgery.
McCarthy's recovery period would have been far shorter if doctors had determined his meniscus tear had required only a trim. He would have been available to play at some point this season in that scenario. Instead, he underwent a full repair.
"I really believe that J.J. has kind of confirmed to me and a lot of our coaches and players that we've got the right guy in the building for the future," O'Connell said Wednesday. "And he did it in a short amount of time. So it's what makes this news hard, because you know just how exciting it would have been. ... But I think that optimism should be felt by anybody in our building and hopefully our fans, although they're not going to get to see him for a short period of time now."
The Vikings selected McCarthy with the 10th pick in the NFL draft in April after he helped Michigan to the College Football Playoff championship last season. He was among the record-tying six quarterbacks chosen in the opening round, all within the first 12 picks. He was vying with newcomer Sam Darnold for the Vikings' starting job after they lost Kirk Cousins via free agency to the Atlanta Falcons in the offseason.
The Vikings are in Cleveland for joint practices this week, followed by a preseason game Saturday against the Browns.
"As disappointed as I am that J.J.'s not going to be taking a bunch of reps out here today against the Cleveland Browns, he's confirmed a lot of the things that not just myself but I think a lot of people and J.J. himself needed to confirm," O'Connell said. "He's done that. ... Now he just has to work through this process. ... It does get altered now. But it's still going to be something that we have a minute-to-minute feel for, maximizing who J.J. McCarthy is. And I can be confident in that because of who he is. And that's the reason why we selected him and made sure that we got him."
Darnold is expected to be the starter entering the season. The Vikings also have quarterbacks Nick Mullens and Jaren Hall on the roster.
Darnold has never fulfilled the promise of being drafted No. 3 by the New York Jets in 2018. But he is an experienced quarterback who has made 56 career starts for the Jets, Carolina Panthers and San Francisco 49ers. Darnold backed up Brock Purdy last season with the 49ers.
"I think our football team is excited about this season," O'Connell said. "I think our football team has been and will continue to be excited about Sam Darnold and what he's been able to bring."
The Vikings signed Darnold to a one-year, $10 million contract in March. Cousins departed for a four-year, $180 million deal with the Falcons after having his final season with the Vikings cut short by a torn Achilles' tendon in his right leg.
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Mike Sainristil plays 'star,' and the Commanders think he can become one
Rookie Mike Sainristil has a dizzying job description as a modern-day nickelback, a position that has had evolving responsibilities in recent years.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-08-14

The Commanders drafted Mike Sainristil with the 50th pick in April and have been impressed by him throughout training camp. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Mike Sainristil, welcome to the NFL. Here is your job description at nickelback: Do everything.
Be ready to cover the league's best receivers in the slot without the sideline to help you. Is that a tight end? Match up with him, too. Also, be ready to blitz off the edge. Remember your responsibilities against the run -- watch out for that 320-pound guard barreling your way. Is your head spinning yet? We're just getting started.
A slot defender -- one who matches up with an opponent between the offensive tackle and a wide receiver -- used to be considered a specialist. Those days have passed. Nickel packages, with five defensive backs and just two linebackers, are now the norm in the NFL. The Washington Commanders, under Coach Dan Quinn, give the slot defender a name befitting its importance: "star."
Sainristil, 23, played a similar position at Michigan. Listed at 5-foot-10 and 182 pounds, he is smaller than most players. But Washington was undeterred and drafted him in the second round in April.
General Manager Adam Peters and his staff identified 20 prospects with distinguishing characteristics and gave them the "Commander" tag. Assistant GM Lance Newmark didn't specify what those qualities were but said each player with the tag was "our kind of guy."
Washington deemed Sainristil worthy of the label and the draft's 50th pick. The Commanders seem bullish on his readiness. While they have shuffled players in the secondary and on the depth chart, Sainristil has played star most often. The team believes his mix of explosiveness and intelligence readied him for an early, demanding role.

At Michigan, Sainristil starred for the defense after converting from wide receiver. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)



Sainristil made a key interception during fourth quarter of a win at Maryland last season. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)



Sainristil tries to make a tackle against Nebraska in 2022. (Paul Sancya/AP)


"I wouldn't call myself undersized, but I'm not 6 feet, 200 pounds," Sainristil said. "So I think for me, it's just playing with my quickness, playing with my speed to be able to get off blocks. Striking quick, shedding those blocks and then not being scared to tackle but coming up and playing with my pads."
He showed his skills in his first preseason game, juking an offensive lineman and tracking down New York Jets wide receiver Malachi Corley.
The Commanders, as they did with all prospects, examined Sainristil's size in the pre-draft evaluation, defensive backs coach Tommy Donatell said. But his film in the physical Big Ten dispelled any concerns. Donatell called Sainristil "one of the best football players I saw on tape."
Sainristil posted 11th-percentile height and weight numbers when compared with all drafted cornerbacks since 1999, according to NFL combine database MockDraftable. He countered that with a 91st-percentile broad jump and an 88th-percentile vertical jump.
His combination of athleticism and decisiveness lets him play fast.
"This dude triggers," Donatell said. "When he sees something, he goes. There's no hesitation in this guy's game."
Take Sainristil's pick-six against Rutgers last season. He jumped a screen to the left side and bounced off a teammate. Another flipped over him. Most players on the field stopped, thinking the play was over. Meanwhile, Sainristil wove his way to a 71-yard touchdown return.
He finished the year with six interceptions, tied for third in the country, and excelled as the games got bigger. He forced two fumbles in Michigan's Big Ten title game win over Iowa, made six tackles against Alabama in a College Football Playoff semifinal and picked off Washington's Michael Penix Jr. to help the Wolverines secure their first national championship since 1997.
Former Alabama coach Nick Saban gushed about Sainristil during ESPN's NFL draft coverage.
"This guy may be the best football player, pound for pound, in the draft," said Saban, a former defensive back at Kent State who coached the position for many years. "He's instinctive, he's physical, and I know he's not very big, but I'm going to tell you what: This guy makes plays. ... Killed us in our game blitzing -- just killed us coming off the edge as a star."
Sainristil said his playing speed comes from presnap recognition. He pares down the offense's potential plays based on formation and alignment. His experience on offense -- he started his time in Ann Arbor as a wide receiver -- helps that process of elimination.
His football smarts have impressed the Commanders. They have noticed how quickly he can translate information from the meeting room to the field.
"For a young kid to hear it once, maybe walk through it once, and then bam," Donatell said, punctuating his point with a snap of his fingers, "it shows up full speed. It's a great sign."
Behind-the-scenes video published by the team emphasized Washington's love for the ex-Wolverine. In the draft war room, Quinn told principal owner Josh Harris that Sainristil would be "excellent" playing inside as the 50th pick neared. Peters told the coach that the Cincinnati Bengals, who had the No. 49 pick, were taking a different Michigan player. Quinn responded by pounding the table with both fists and shouting, "Yes!"
Sainristil has tried to emulate undersized nickelbacks who have thrived in the pros: Buffalo's Taron Johnson, Cincinnati's Mike Hilton, Kansas City's Trent McDuffie and Indianapolis's Kenny Moore II. Moore and Hilton, who are both listed at 5-9, ranked first and third among defensive backs in tackles for loss last season.
And these slot players can have an immediate impact. Seattle's Devon Witherspoon and Detroit's Brian Branch finished fourth and tied for fifth in voting for the defensive rookie of the year award last season.
Matchups in the slot largely look different than they did a decade ago. The archetypal slot receiver is no longer Wes Welker, the diminutive New England Patriot who became a five-time Pro Bowl selection thanks to his shiftiness. Teams are turning to physically imposing "power slots" to create mismatches, especially in the running game.
Sainristil has imposing tests ahead. His regular season debut will come against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who boast one of the league's top slot receivers in Chris Godwin (6-1, 209).
Other potential matchups with receivers who do lots of damage from the slot: Baltimore tight end Mark Andrews (Week 6), Chicago wideout Keenan Allen (Week 8) and Dallas superstar CeeDee Lamb (Weeks 12 and 18).
Welcome to the modern NFL. The fun happens inside.
Note: The Commanders plan to sign quarterback Trace McSorley to help fill the void as undrafted rookie Sam Hartman recovers from a right shoulder injury, a person with knowledge of the deal said.
McSorley, an Ashburn native, played for offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury in Arizona in 2021 and 2022, so he should bring some familiarity with Washington's system.
Hartman was injured in the second half of the team's preseason opener against the Jets. Quinn said this week Hartman is considered day-to-day, and if he doesn't practice this week (and he hasn't so far) he wouldn't play Saturday at Miami.
The Commanders waived guard Mason Brooks to clear a roster spot. Brooks, who spent last season on the Commanders' practice squad, had been working more at tackle in recent days because of injuries to the offensive line.
-- Nicki Jhabvala
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With a cape made of a burqa, an Olympian honored 'forgotten' Afghan women
Manizha Talash was disqualified from the Games for making what she said was "a statement about basic human rights." Officials deemed it a political statement.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-08-14

Manizha Talash of the Refugee Olympic Team made a "basic human rights" statement with a cape made from a burqa. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Manizha Talash, the refugee who was disqualified Friday from Olympic breaking for wearing a cape that read "Free Afghan Women" during competition, explained Tuesday that she protested with a cape made from a burqa, a symbol in her homeland of how "women have no agency in their lives," and stated that "the world has forgotten about Afghan women."
Talash, known as B-girl Talash, would not have advanced if she had not been disqualified; she lost her match with India Sardjoe, known as B-girl India. Talash, who is originally from Afghanistan and sought asylum in Spain in 2021 after fleeing Taliban rule, was representing the Refugee Olympic Team. The disqualification of the 21-year-old was immediate because political statements and slogans are banned at the Olympics. She apologized to the International Olympic Committee, the Refugee Team, the World DanceSport Federation and the Spanish Olympic Committee but wrote on Instagram that her message was not political.
"The world has forgotten about Afghan women," she wrote, saying she is from the streets of Kabul. "... I know the rules at the Olympics say no politics in sports. But my message is not a political slogan. It is a statement about basic human rights. I am a B-girl and breaking was born out of hip-hop from the Black and Hispanic communities fighting against discrimination in New York in the 1970s and '80s. I began breaking in Afghanistan, where it is illegal for girls to train. I put my life at risk to do it because I love it. Breaking is a form of expression and so I felt that this is what I had to do, even if it meant being disqualified.
"For those of you watching me, I ask that you please turn your attention to Afghanistan. The girls in my country can't do anything. These are my friends, classmates and neighbors -- they have essentially no rights. They cannot study, work and can barely leave the house. But they deserve to be free."
Talash, the first known breakdancer in Afghanistan, described making "wings from the fabric of a burqa" to symbolize that "one day soon [women] can fly." She included a slide show of women in burqas in her homeland and of her protest.
"The burqa is a garment that conceals all of a women's body, leaving only a caged patch for her eyes. It is specific to the Taliban and to Afghanistan and is the most extreme type of religious covering for women," she wrote. "Now, in my home country it is a requirement. I want to make it clear that I support women who choose to wear or not wear religious coverings, whether it's in Kabul or Paris. They should always be free to decide for themselves, but in Afghanistan this is not the case.
"Women have no agency in their lives. With the fabric of this burqa that represents so much, I want to show the girls back home that even in the most difficult circumstances, they have the strength to transform things. From a burqa they can make wings. If they are in a cocoon, one day soon they can fly."
The competition between Talash and Sardjoe was a one-off pre-qualifier that was added in May when Talash was included after missing registration for qualifying events. The IOC's executive board invited her to participate when it learned of her efforts to defy the Taliban.
Breaking will not be included in the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles, but the WDSF, the sport's global governing body, plans to push for its return in the 2032 Games in Brisbane, Australia.
Talash was one of 16 B-girls competing in Paris. She explained in an interview with The Washington Post last summer why she took up breaking four years ago. "I do it for me, my life," she said in Spanish. "I do it to express myself and to forget about everything else going on if I need to."
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Three quarterbacks battling to start for Terrapins as opener nears
Terps quarterbacks Billy Edwards Jr., MJ Morris and Cameron Edge continue to take most of the snaps as the season opener against Connecticut looms.
By Gene Wang | 2024-08-15

Billy Edwards Jr. (9) and MJ Morris (7) are vying to become Maryland's starting quarterback this season. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Maryland quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. dropped back during a throwing session Wednesday afternoon and delivered a pass intended for wide receiver Kaden Prather. The senior starter lunged near the right corner of the end zone attempting to secure an acrobatic catch, but the ball sailed inches beyond his reach.
Moments later, MJ Morris got his first crack in the passing drill at the Terrapins football facility, releasing a short throw over the middle to wide receiver Tai Felton, who gathered the ball into his chest and shuffled in the back of the end zone before momentum guided him out of bounds.
The five other quarterbacks on the roster received limited snaps during the portion of training camp open to the media, but Edwards and Morris, with Cameron Edge in the mix, too, continued to take the lion's share of throws during the open competition for the starting job that began in the spring and remains unsettled midway through the preseason.
"I think each guy has done some things really well," said Maryland Coach Michael Locksley, entering his sixth year. "The scrimmage this [past] weekend, coming out of it, I think they all showed that they have a good understanding of the system. Not prepared to say that one guy is playing above another guy just yet, but I do think if you look at the two weeks we've been in camp, and when each guy's had his opportunity to run with the different units, I feel good about the direction the room is as a whole."
The decision as to which player will start at quarterback in Maryland's opener Aug. 31 against Connecticut at SECU Stadium remains unclear, at least outside of the locker room. Locksley indicated might not reveal the choice publicly until the Terrapins offense steps onto the field for the first snap.
He has said, however, players will be informed Aug. 25 at the latest. The potential move in keeping the announcement in-house also leaves the Huskies needing to prepare for quarterbacks with varying skill sets after opponents had plenty of film on record-setting four-year starter Taulia Tagovailoa.
Locksley has been collecting data in the quarterback competition through meticulous drive charts he compiles at each practice. He also has been embedded in the quarterbacks room for meetings since assuming responsibilities directing that position amid the search for a successor to Tagovailoa, who finished his career as the Big Ten's career leader in passing and holds virtually every meaningful passing record, both career and single season, for the Terrapins.
"One negative of being a head coach for me is it's lonely when you don't have your own room," Locksley said. "I met with Lia at night when everybody's gone. It's almost like you're the secret. To have your own room now, to have a group of guys you call your own that you get to deal with on a day-to-day basis ... I love being back in the room because it gives me a bird's-eye view of what they know as opposed to deciphering what they know based on one-on-one meetings."
Edwards is the only quarterback on the roster with starting experience at Maryland. The redshirt junior most recently started in the Music City Bowl, helping the Terrapins to a 31-13 win against Auburn. His 126 passing yards with one touchdown and 50 rushing yards and another touchdown earned him the most outstanding player award.
Edwards started two games in 2022, the first coming Oct. 22 against Northwestern when Tagovailoa was injured. The native of Springfield, Va., amassed 232 yards of total offense and threw for one touchdown during a 31-24 triumph. Edwards (Lake Braddock High School) also started the Duke's Mayo Bowl, playing the opening series in place of Tagovailoa. 
Last season Locksley and offensive coordinator Josh Gattis deployed Edwards in goal-line situations to prevent additional wear on Tagovailoa. Edwards delivered in those instances, leading the Terrapins with seven rushing touchdowns, including three one-yard runs in a 31-24 loss to then-No. 2 Michigan Nov. 18 at SECU Stadium.
Throughout spring practice and the start of training camp, Locksley has been quick to caution against classifying Edwards as strictly a running quarterback, touting his passing acumen as well. Statistics suggest otherwise, with Edwards, a transfer from Wake Forest, having completed 50 percent of his attempts through two seasons at Maryland.
Collins, meanwhile, transferred to College Park after starting seven games over two seasons for North Carolina State. The redshirt sophomore's most productive stretch with the Wolfpack unfolded last year with victories over Marshall, Clemson and Miami from Oct. 7 through Nov. 6.
In 2022, Collins became the first freshman (non-redshirt) to start at quarterback for N.C. State since Philip Rivers in 2000.
"We get a rotation every single day, snap to them every single day," said Terrapins center Josh Kaltenberger, a graduate transfer from Purdue anchoring a rebuilt offensive line with only one player back who started a game at Maryland last season. "They're all doing a great job. Coach Locksley has a really tough decision."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-15
NFL PRESEASON
7 p.m. Philadelphia at New England >>> NFL Network
MLB
1 p.m. Seattle at Detroit >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Washington at Philadelphia >>> MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
6:30 p.m. Boston at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
8 p.m. Minnesota at Texas >>> Fox Sports 1
WNBA
8 p.m. Washington at Minnesota >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
9 p.m. New York at Los Angeles >>> ESPN
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Czech Masters, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 a.m. Ladies European Tour: Women's Scottish Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: St. Jude Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. U.S. Amateur, round of 16 >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, first leg: Sao Paulo at Nacional >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 16, first leg: Cruzeiroat Boca Juniors >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP/WTA: Cincinnati Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Texas Tech at Penn State >>> Big Ten Network
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL WORLD SERIES
1 p.m. Tokyo vs. Guayama, Puerto Rico >>> ESPN
3 p.m. Staten Island vs. Henderson, Nev. >>> ESPN
5 p.m. Santa Clara, Cuba, vs. Brno, Czech Republic >>> ESPN
7 p.m. Boerne, Tex., vs. Newtown, Pa. >>> ESPN
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The MLB grind took a toll on Jake Irvin. This year, he feels 'fantastic.'
"Sometimes less is more," veteran starter Patrick Corbin said. "Still getting your workouts in, but trying to find a way to not overdo it, because it is such a long season."
By Andrew Golden | 2024-08-15

Jake Irvin has a 3.72 ERA through 25 starts this season. (Nick Wass/AP) 


The exhaustion Jake Irvin felt last season came to a head in September during a start in Milwaukee. It was the penultimate outing of his rookie campaign, and he wanted to finish on a high note.
Irvin grew up in Minnesota and some friends and family members had made the trip to see him, which meant he had personal obligations mixed in with the strain of a long season. It was a lot to juggle. By nature, the MLB season is taxing. But as the right-hander walked off the mound that day, after allowing two home runs in a 5-3 loss for his Washington Nationals, he remembered feeling particularly drained.
What Irvin experienced wasn't abnormal for a rookie -- or any baseball player, for that matter. There were external distractions that come with being a major leaguer: the crowds, the travel. But there also was internal pressure to prove he belonged. Sometimes that weighed on Irvin. Sometimes it pushed him too hard.
"It's just a lot more pressure to succeed up here," he said. "And whether you buy into that or not, that's on the individual. But for me, it's about managing those distractions and keeping the goal in mind, which is just to compete, play baseball and slow the game down as much as possible."
The problem Irvin faced in his rookie year -- essentially, managing his workload -- is one the Nationals are working to tackle this year, too. Some of their young arms are still adjusting. And after a strong first half, there have been signs of fatigue. Washington's starting pitchers had the worst ERA in the majors in July. Irvin has a 4.66 ERA in five starts in the second half after posting a 3.49 ERA before the all-star break. Even with the dip, he has taken a step forward, and he said he's proud of how he has attacked hitters. After Tuesday's outing, a win over the Baltimore Orioles in which he allowed two runs, Irvin ranked third in the National League with 145 innings pitched.
Irvin, 27, spends his offseasons reflecting on what went right and what didn't. Among the negatives last year: He felt he didn't pitch deep enough in games. He felt he pressed to be perfect at times, which resulted in high pitch counts or starts that unspooled fast. All of that has changed this year, leaving him with a 3.72 ERA through 25 starts.
A year ago, Irvin's velocity faded as his outings progressed -- he said he wanted to show he could set the tone early. This season, he has focused on conserving energy so he will have enough left to empty the tank late if needed. It has worked.
Perhaps the biggest adjustment for Irvin was learning how to cope with the major league schedule. In 2021, minor league schedules were adjusted to give teams a day off every week. That meant most pitchers had an extra day of rest between starts.
In the wake of the schedule adjustment, Nationals pitching coach Jim Hickey said, some young pitchers have had to learn how to pitch every fifth day. For Washington, that includes Mitchell Parker, who made his MLB debut in April, and DJ Herz, who made his in June. Irvin said losing that extra day doesn't feel like much in April or May, but it can hit harder late in the season.
"I just simply think that [Irvin has] become more accustomed to the routine and the workload," Hickey said. "That and also the fact that Jake is impeccable in terms of his preparedness and his physical training and just having his body able to withstand that workload."
In the minors, Irvin said, he grew accustomed to throwing longer bullpen sessions. He had more time between starts and felt he had to work on his craft to reach the majors. But last season, he realized that had to change.
Hickey encourages his pitchers to take it easy between starts in the back half of the season. Some think they have to throw a bullpen session to check a box, but he tells them, for the sake of preserving their arms, they really don't.
"Sometimes less is more," veteran left-hander Patrick Corbin said. "Still getting your workouts in but trying to find a way to not overdo it because it is such a long season. I think that extra month [of the season] from the minors to now in the big leagues is a big step for these guys to make another six-plus starts. So just trying to save bullets when you can and trust the guys that are here, the training staff."
All of these changes have had an impact on Irvin. He has raised both the ceiling and the floor of his outings. And though internal pressure remains a constant, he has been able to quell the external strain.
So, compared with a season ago, how does he feel?
"Fantastic," Irvin said. "I have such a great staff here with the people that are around us, helping us take care of our bodies. Between what I feel now and what I felt in March and April, it's a lot of the same. I'm just trying to be as consistent in the routine and the process as possible -- and just trusting that."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/14/jake-irvin-mlb-season-workload/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

      Technology

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Fake accounts on Meta pushed conservatives to run for office as independents
        Naomi Nix

        Meta removed dozens of accounts promoting a fictitious political advocacy group ahead of the 2024 election.

      

      
        Google sold Android phones with hidden insecure feature, companies find
        Joseph Menn

        The master software for some Android phones includes a hidden feature that is insecure and could be activated to allow remote control or spying, a security company says.

      

      
        Google's foes on both coasts consider what it takes to crack a monopolist
        Eva Dou, Shira Ovide, Lisa Bonos

        After a landmark court decision deemed Google an illegal monopoly, its foes are crafting the legal case for something unthinkable until recently: the internet giant's breakup.

      

      
        
          	
            Sports
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            National
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fake accounts on Meta pushed conservatives to run for office as independents
Meta removed dozens of accounts promoting a fictitious political advocacy group ahead of the 2024 election. 
By Naomi Nix | 2024-08-15

(Peter Dasilva/Reuters)


A network of social media accounts used Meta to promote a fictitious political advocacy group, which attempted to recruit conservative candidates to run as independents -- part of a rush of campaigns infiltrating the platform ahead of the 2024 election.
Meta removed dozens of social media accounts and pages amplifying Patriots Run Project, a group purporting to be a national grassroots organization but that appeared to be run by a small U.S.-based group, the RT Group. Though it criticized both Republicans and Democrats, it offered conservatives step-by-step instructions on how to run for office, the company said.
The social media influence operation, one of six Meta reported taking down, illustrates the looming threats facing internet platforms at they prepare for the 2024 election. Along with domestic actors, foreign actors including Russia are renewing efforts to influence political discourse in the United States, according to Meta.
Those campaigns often aim to "amplify messaging from real people, whether those are politicians, journalists or influencers, and then tap into their audiences," said David Agranovich, Meta's global threat disruption director.
The Patriots Run Project built accounts for fake Americans that posted content about local sports teams, events and restaurants to appear authentic, according to Meta. The network of accounts, some of which were acquired by a Bangladesh entity, elevated criticisms of "Republican and Democrat elites" and posted on topics like "God," "guns" and "illegal immigrants," the company said. The group also operated websites and at least one account on X
The group's 16 Facebook pages had 1,700 followers, while three Instagram pages associated with the campaign had 2,300 followers, according to the company. Meta also disabled 12 Facebook groups and 96 Facebook accounts associated with the effort. The influence campaign also spent around $50,000 on ads on Meta's social networks, the company said.
The Patriots Run Project group also appeared to have some offline activity. A purported volunteer for the group appeared to successfully persuade a Montana man to run for office, according to Politico.
But the threat of foreign efforts to sway American voters is increasing in the run-up to the election. Earlier this month, the Trump campaign said it had been hacked after an internal campaign document vetting Republican vice-presidential candidate JD Vance was released. The FBI is investigating suspected hacking attempts by Iran targeting both a Trump associate and advisers to the Biden-Harris campaign, The Washington Post has reported.
Foreign operatives are increasingly targeting journalists and public figures to lend credibility to favorable narratives, Agranovich said.
Meta also said Thursday that it removed four Russian-based foreign influence campaigns that sought to undermine Ukraine. While Russian-based influence campaigns -- including the persistent Doppelganger operation -- used to post about a wide variety of topics, since 2022 they have concentrated on the war in Ukraine. One Russian campaign targeted audiences in the European Union and the United States with narratives about casualties among Ukrainian soldiers and claims that Ukraine's government has failed to protect its people, according to Meta.
Some covert influence operations are increasingly relying on outside contractors and are experimenting with generative artificial intelligence to help develop fake personas and content, Agranovich said. The operations often use fictitious news websites or journalists' accounts to seem credible, he added.
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Google sold Android phones with hidden insecure feature, companies find
The master software for some Android phones includes a hidden feature that is insecure and could be activated to allow remote control or spying, a security company says.
By Joseph Menn | 2024-08-15

Some smartphones that run on Google's Android mobile operating system have a newly identified potential security vulnerability, researchers say. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Google's master software for some Android phones includes a hidden feature that is insecure and could be activated to allow remote control or spying on users, according to a security company that found it inside phones at a U.S. intelligence contractor.
The feature appears intended to give employees at stores selling Pixel phones and other models deep access to the devices so they can demonstrate how they work, according to researchers at iVerify who shared their findings with The Washington Post.
The discovery and Google's lack of explanation alarmed the intelligence contractor, data analysis platform vendor Palantir Technologies, to the extent that it has stopped issuing Android phones to employees, Palantir told The Post.
"Mobile security is a very real concern for us, given where we're operating and who we're serving," Palantir Chief Information Security Officer Dane Stuckey said. "This was very deleterious of trust, to have third-party, unvetted insecure software on it. We have no idea how it got there, so we made the decision to effectively ban Androids internally."
The security company said it contacted Google about its findings more than 90 days ago and that the tech giant has not indicated whether it would remove or fix the application.
On Wednesday night, Google told The Post that it would issue an update to remove the application. "Out of an abundance of precaution, we will be removing this from all supported in-market Pixel devices with an upcoming Pixel software update," said company spokesperson Ed Fernandez. He said distributors of other Android phones would also be notified.
The application, called Showcase.apk, is normally dormant. But iVerify was able to enable it on a device in its possession, and the company believes skilled hackers could also enable it from afar. It cannot be removed from phones through the normal uninstall process.
When active, the application downloads instructions from a site hosted on Amazon Web Services. But it tries to connect to an insecure web address beginning with "http" instead of the more secure "https", so that those calls could be intercepted and the site could be impersonated, with malicious spying instructions sent instead. Http sites are so risky that Google's Chrome browser warns visitors that they are not secure.
"The application downloads a configuration file over an unsecure connection and can be manipulated to execute code at the system level," iVerify wrote in a draft of a summary report to be published Thursday. The full 40-page analysis was aided by Palantir and Trail of Bits, an established security company affiliated with iVerify.
"The app vulnerability leaves millions of Android Pixel devices susceptible to man-in-the-middle attacks, giving cybercriminals the ability to inject malicious code and dangerous spyware," iVerify wrote.
The researchers said the automatic installation of the Showcase app raised similar questions to those presented by the global failure of Windows computers running CrowdStrike security software last month. Like other security programs, CrowdStrike is embedded deep within Windows, so that a programming or configuration mistake can cause much greater damage than just a crash of CrowdStrike's program itself.
Google's Fernandez said the company had not seen any hacking through Showcase and suggested it would be unlikely.
The software was made "for Verizon in-store demo devices and is no longer being used," he said. "Exploitation of this application on a user phone requires both physical access to the device and the user's password."
Stuckey said he was especially bothered that Showcase is included in the Google-made Pixel phones. Android models manufactured by Samsung and other phone companies sometimes lag behind when it comes to installing security updates issued by Google.
Since Google has direct control of Pixels, it installs such updates immediately.
"It's really quite troubling. Pixels are meant to be clean," Stuckey said. "There is a bunch of defense stuff built on Pixel phones."
IVerify said the application appeared to have been crafted by a Pennsylvania company called Smith Micro Software, which writes software packages for remote access and parental control tools. Smith Micro did not respond to an email sent Wednesday afternoon.
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Google's foes on both coasts consider what it takes to crack a monopolist 
After a landmark court decision deemed Google an illegal monopoly, its foes are crafting the legal case for something unthinkable until recently: the internet giant's breakup.
By Eva Dou, Shira Ovide, Lisa Bonos | 2024-08-15

Google, deemed an illegal monopoly earlier this month for how it promotes its search function, faces another trial soon over what measures are needed to promote competition, including a possible breakup of the company. (Josh Edelson/AFP/Getty Images)


In the wake of last week's landmark federal court decision that deemed Google an illegal monopoly, Google's foes are stepping up efforts to craft a legal case for something unthinkable until recently: the internet giant's breakup.
If Judge Amit Mehta rules that way in Washington in the months ahead, it would be the first time federal antitrust law has been used to dismantle a company in a generation. And the consequences of such an action would be complex: Scholars are still arguing more than four decades later over how much the breakup of AT&T fueled or diminished American innovation.
Meanwhile on Wednesday, a federal judge in San Francisco signaled that he would "tear the barriers down" that have given Google a near-lock on Android app downloads and digital purchases.
"The world as it exists today is the product of monopolistic conduct. That world is changing," said James Donato, a federal judge in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, in a separate case challenging the Alphabet unit's power.
In Washington, Mehta, a district judge in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, ruled last week that Google's search business operates as an illegal monopoly, the first such victory for the Justice Department since 2000. Since then, both legal teams have scrambled to prepare their cases for the second half of the trial, which will determine what penalties -- called "remedies" -- will be imposed on Google. A hearing is set for early September.
Phil Weiser, the Colorado attorney general who has been leading a group of states that joined the Justice Department lawsuit against Google, said in an interview on Wednesday that his team was looking into breaking up Google, as they studied their options alongside the Justice Department, including a potential ban on the company paying phone makers to pre-install Google search.
"Divestiture remedies, other conduct remedies, as well as an end to the illegal contracts are all on the table," Weiser said. "Our position is it's simply not enough to end the illegal conduct. There needs to be additional steps that restore competition and enable rivals to be able to compete effectively after they've been squelched through illegal conduct by Google."
Weiser said his goal was to come up with a united stance between the state attorneys general and the Justice Department on the remedies they will seek from the court, though he said the states will have the option to put forward a different request from the Justice Department.
Two people familiar with the matter told The Washington Post that the Justice Department is considering all options, including requesting the divestiture of Google's Chrome browser and Android smartphone operating system, in line with earlier reports by Bloomberg and the New York Times.
The Justice Department has not publicly tipped its hand on what remedies it will seek from Mehta.
"The Justice Department is evaluating the court's decision and will assess the appropriate next steps consistent with the court's direction and the applicable legal framework for antitrust remedies," it said in a statement. "No decisions have been made at this time."
Google declined to comment. The company's stock fell 2.4 percent on Wednesday.
Tim Wu, an antitrust scholar sometimes called the architect of the Biden administration's antitrust policies, said he has been in touch informally with Justice Department lawyers and believes they are interested in a solution in which Google would have to sell off part of the company.
"They don't want to have a wimpy remedy," Wu said. "I think they've learned their lesson from about 10 years of kind of 'stop doing that' remedies, the wimpy era of remedies ... I think their instinct is that structural remedies -- that means divestments -- are usually better."
Wu proposed that the court require Google to divest Chrome and Android in a New York Times opinion piece on Tuesday. He said his rationale was that Chrome and Android -- which currently are preloaded with Google search as the default -- would no longer have such a strong incentive to favor Google search, allowing space for rival search engines to have a fighting chance.
Wu also suggested the court order Google to grant other companies open access to its artificial-intelligence technologies and training data, in an effort to prevent Google's search monopoly from carrying forward into newer technologies.
Weiser, the Colorado attorney general, said there is precedent for requiring companies to share resources to resolve their monopoly issues, and this was an avenue they were studying.
"The idea of mandated access to resources, sharing requirements, those are absolutely the sorts of measures that will be looked at, and that, ultimately, we could potentially put before the judge," he said.
A hearing in Donato's San Francisco courtroom on Wednesday showed that courts are willing to consider significant changes to undo Google's illegal monopoly behavior.
A jury last year found that Google broke competition laws in how it ran its Google Play app store. Donato at the Wednesday hearing continued to hash over details of what could be broad changes in how people find apps for Android phones and pay for digital goods inside apps.
Under some of the proposed changes, Android apps might be able to list not only in Google's official app store but in many alternative app stores, which Android phone users could also download from Google Play. The goal, Donato said in court, is to "grow a garden of competitive app stores" to undo Google's monopoly.
Bill Baer, who was the Justice Department's antitrust chief in the Obama administration, said the European Union's recent experience might tip the court toward considering stronger measures such as a divestment in the Washington case. The E.U. required new smartphones to include a "choice screen" for users to pick their preferred search engine, but users have become so accustomed to the ubiquity of Google that the choice had limited effect in boosting popularity of smaller contenders.
"Judge Mehta is a thoughtful guy," Baer said. "He's not going to rush into anything. But if the test of an effective remedy is stimulating competition in a market that is now dominated by a monopolist, I think he likely will be open to some significant relief, more than you might get in a merger review where they allow it to go through with some behavioral changes."
Phil Verveer, the attorney who drafted the lawsuit that led to the breakup of AT&T, said pursuing a divestment of parts of Google would require considerations of how the new company maintains independence, and who would be a suitable buyer.
"For the Android operating system, if you wanted to have it spun off, what would be the economics in terms of making it ... independent and viable? And if you wanted to require it to be divested in terms of a sale to someone else, what kind of someone else would be appropriate?" he said. "These are really difficult questions from the standpoint of trying to construct a truly effective remedy."
There are scarce precedents to look to. The last time a court ordered a company's breakup under federal antitrust law, it was Microsoft in 2000. The case was eventually settled with Microsoft staying intact. The last time a major tech company was broken up under Section 2 of the Sherman Antitrust Act was AT&T in 1982.
Gary Reback, a Silicon Valley antitrust lawyer who spearheaded efforts that led to the Microsoft trial, said simply being the subject of an antitrust case seemed to have had more of an effect on reining in Microsoft's behavior in 2000 than Google's today -- an argument, he suggested, for more substantive remedies.
"For many years, we had a saying in Silicon Valley that the trial is the remedy," he said. "But [with Google] that's not what happened. They've lost the trial, but it doesn't seem like that has retarded their aggressive conduct in any respect."
As for the legacy of the earlier AT&T case, opinions are mixed. Wu and some others say the dismantlement of the lumbering monopoly unleashed a new era of competition in communications technology of all stripes that led to no less than the internet boom. Others point to the withering away of AT&T's storied R&D unit Bell Labs -- which invented the transistor, the laser and the photovoltaic cell -- and the United States eventually having no major player at all in the telecommunications gear industry, which AT&T's manufacturing arm had dominated.
"There were clearly trade-offs, but I don't think it's close," said Wu. "The track record is pretty clear as to the benefits from the AT&T breakup."
Verveer said he and other Justice Department attorneys had worried "a lot" about the impact on Bell Labs' innovation as they pursued the case against AT&T, but that the unit's research was ultimately being funded by AT&T's illegal monopoly.
"No one would deny that it was a national treasure," he said. "But it was a national treasure not being paid for out of general revenue, but was being paid for by what effectively were excessive charges for telephone service."
Verveer said he believed Bell Labs' innovative value wasn't lost as the company faded, and was absorbed into other parts of the U.S. economy. Not everyone has come to that conclusion.
Rob Atkinson, founder of the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation, argues that there's a direct line from the AT&T breakup to the United States being surpassed in the telecommunications sector by overseas rivals like China's Huawei Technologies, even as he acknowledged mismanagement at the AT&T unit Western Electric, later renamed Lucent.
"I don't think Huawei would have gained global market share as they did if Lucent, or Western Electric at the time, had been allowed to keep going," he said. "That was a self-inflicted wound."
Google has made a similar argument before Mehta, saying that its moonshot R&D projects depend on having the deep pockets that come with its success in search. Others say that's now beside the point: The court has already deemed Google an illegal monopoly, requiring the imposition of remedies sufficient to restore competition.
"Analysts and others are beginning to realize that it really needs to be a significant remedy in order to make the search market competitive again," Baer said.
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Arizona ballot leaflets can call fetuses 'unborn human beings,' court says
Arizona is set for a ballot initiative to decide whether abortion should be a constitutional right. If passed, it would allow abortion until about 24 weeks.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-08-15

A pro-abortion-rights rally at the Arizona Capitol in Phoenix on June 8. (Rebecca Noble for The Washington Post)


As Arizona prepares to give voters the choice of whether to enshrine abortion as a constitutional right in November, the state's Supreme Court has ruled that informational pamphlets sent out to all voters can use the phrase "unborn human being" to refer to embryos or fetuses.
The court said Wednesday that the language "substantially complies" with impartiality requirements, backing the majority-Republican legislative council that drafted the language. Two justices dissented. The ruling noted that the phrase is used in existing legislation but did not explain the justices' thinking in further detail. A full opinion will be released later, the ruling said.
Arizona for Abortion Access, which is leading the ballot-measure campaign and sued to change the language, said in a statement posted on social media that the court's decision "means that Arizona voters won't get to learn about the questions on their ballot in a fair, neutral, and accurate way but will instead be subjected to biased, politically-charged words."
"We are deeply disappointed in this ruling, but will not be deterred from doing everything in our power to communicate to voters the truth of the Arizona Abortion Access Act and why it's critical to vote YES to restore and protect access to abortion care this fall," said the group.
If passed, the Arizona vote would allow abortion until fetal viability, or about 24 weeks -- the point at which a fetus can survive outside the womb. The state currently bans abortion in most cases after 15 weeks.
Ben Toma, Arizona House Speaker and co-chair of the Legislative Council that drafted the language, said the wording is intended to help voters understand the current law, according to the Associated Press. "The Arizona Supreme Court's ruling is correct," he said.
The Supreme Court's decision overturned an earlier ruling by a judge from the Maricopa County Superior Court, who said the term "unborn human being" was "packed with emotion and partisan meaning" and ordered it to be replaced "with a neutral term." In his ruling, the judge added that there was "plenty of evidence" that not every word chosen by the legislature was "neutral in character."
While Wednesday's ruling affects what can be printed on the informational pamphlets, the language on the ballot measure itself is determined by Secretary of State Adrian Fontes (D), whose office has said the phrase will not appear there, the AP reported.
The legal wrangling over the phrase "unborn human being" comes amid a wider debate about abortion and "fetal personhood," or the point at which a fetus becomes a person with legal rights, as The Washington Post reported this year.
A number of states have passed personhood statues, although a similar attempt in Arizona was blocked by a court, The Post reported. According to one law in Georgia from 2022, people are considered to be "homo sapiens at any stage of development that is carried in the womb," while the Alabama Supreme Court's ruling this year that frozen embryos created through in vitro fertilization were "extrauterine children" prompted legislators to enact laws to safeguard IVF patients and providers.
Earlier this week, Arizona joined a growing number of states to place the issue of abortion on the ballot this fall, after door-to-door activism gained more than half a million certified signatures -- far more than the required number, as The Washington Post reported. Missouri, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Nevada, New York and South Dakota will have similar measures on their ballots, and others could follow suit.
Arizona is a key presidential battleground state, and abortion has become a central focus of Democrats' advertising campaign since Vice President Kamala Harris became the party's nominee. Recent polling has also shown a continuing trend toward supporting abortion rights in the United States.
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A child sex trafficking victim who killed her abuser finally learns her fate
Chrystul Kizer was 17 when she shot Randall Volar III, who filmed his abuse of her. A Wisconsin judge will decide whether she deserves prison or a counseling program.
By Jessica Contrera | 2024-08-15

Chrystul Kizer attends a November 2019 hearing in Kenosha, Wis. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


When a child sex trafficking victim kills her abuser, what punishment does she deserve? On Monday, a Wisconsin judge is set to decide the answer, ending six years of legal limbo for Chrystul Kizer and the family of the man she killed.
Before taking a plea deal earlier this year, Kizer, now 24, was facing a possible life sentence for shooting 34-year-old Randall Volar III when she was 17. Volar, who was White, had been filming his sexual abuse of Kizer, who is Black, for more than a year.
Months before his death, a 2019 Washington Post investigation showed, police and prosecutors had obtained video evidence that Volar was sexually abusing multiple Black girls who appeared to be underage. He was allowed to remain free. Then police found his house on fire, his body inside and two bullet wounds in his head.
Prosecutors in Kenosha, Wis., who declined to comment for this report, have long argued that Kizer premeditated the murder in order to steal Volar's BMW. Kizer has maintained that she was acting in self defense after being pinned down by Volar.
Now, after choosing to plead guilty to a reduced charge of second degree reckless homicide with use of a dangerous weapon, Kizer is facing up to 30 years in prison. Speaking publicly for the first time in almost five years, Kizer said she chose a plea deal because she is ready to apologize to Volar's family, bring her case to a close and hope that the judge will sentence her only to the time she has already served.
"I get to try to move on," Kizer said in an interview from jail. "I can show the court that I'm not the same person that I was when I was 17."
Her case has challenged the limits of the criminal justice system's growing leniency for sex trafficking victims who end up behind bars. As police, prosecutors, judges and lawmakers have been trained regarding the trauma endured by those coerced into commercial sex, many states have implemented laws allowing trafficking victims to be cleared of certain charges -- such as prostitution or theft -- if they can prove their crimes occurred because they were being trafficked.
With the support of #MeToo movement advocates, celebrities and more than a million Change.org petition signers, Kizer tested whether an "affirmative defense" for trafficking victims could be used in a case of homicide. In 2022, the Wisconsin Supreme Court issued a groundbreaking ruling in her favor, granting her the ability to show a jury evidence of what she was experiencing at the time of the crime.
"Wisconsin's law says that she should not be responsible for crimes committed as a direct result of her sexual exploitation. It doesn't say 'except for murder,'" said Diane Rosenfeld, who founded the gender violence program at Harvard Law School and has advocated on Kizer's behalf. "The court should take into account the circumstances of her abuse."

Kizer supporters gathered outside the Kenosha, Wisc. courthouse in 2019. Her case has attracted attention from celebrities and anti-trafficking advocates all over the country. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


But rather than risk a life sentence at trial, Kizer chose to place her future in the hands of a Wisconsin circuit court judge, David Wilk. The judge, who has overseen the case for six years, will hear both sides' final arguments on Monday.
Prosecutors and Volar's family are expected to assert that Volar was the victim of a heinous crime worthy of a serious sentence. Kizer's expert witnesses will contend that she was a victim, too, and is deserving of trauma treatment.
Then, Wilk will decide where Kizer will go next: a counseling program or a prison cell.
Kizer did not know what sex trafficking was when, at 16 years old, she signed herself up for a website notorious for it: Backpage.com. Under federal law, no minor can consent to being bought or sold for sex, regardless of the circumstances. But Kizer, whose family had recently lived in a Milwaukee homeless shelter after fleeing a domestic abuser, said she wanted to find her own way of earning money for snacks and school supplies.
Volar, she said, was the first to respond to her ad. In interviews and court filings, Kizer has said that in exchange for sex acts, Volar took her on dates and gave her cash, gifts and drugs. Records show that when she was arrested on charges related to driving a stolen car, Volar paid her bail. Though prosecutors have maintained that Volar's only role in sex trafficking minors was as a buyer, Kizer said he would drive her to meet other men, then take the money.
Kizer once described Volar as her only friend. In July, as Kizer fidgeted in her orange jumpsuit, she said her understanding of what happened to her has changed.
"I was manipulated," she said. "As a kid, I thought that I was supposed to listen to every adult." But she realized "not all of them are good."

This booking photo provided by the Kenosha County Sheriff's Department shows Randall Volar III on Feb. 22, 2018. (AP)


Kizer was not the only young Black girl listening to Volar.
In February 2018, four months before Volar's death, a 15-year-old called 911 from Volar's house, saying a man had given her drugs and was going to kill her. Officers found her in the street, drugged and shirtless. She alleged that Volar had been paying her for sex since she was 14. She warned them that he was also filming his abuse of other girls, including one named "Chrystal."
Police found "hundreds" of videos of child sexual abuse in Volar's home, including more than 20 he'd filmed himself. Some of those videos showed Kizer.
Volar was arrested and charged with child enticement and child sexual assault. But the same day, he was released. He remained free for months, and no criminal charges were officially filed.
In a 2019 interview, Kenosha prosecutor Michael Graveley said that his office did not know the age of the girls in the videos, and delayed filing charges until they could determine whether they were minors.

Kenosha County District Attorney Michael Graveley speaks at a 2021 news conference. Graveley has maintained that Kizer planned to kill Volar. (Morry Gash/AP)


But records obtained by The Post show that investigators described many of the girls being abused in Volar's videos as appearing to be in their early and mid teens. One, they wrote, could have been as young as 12.
"They should have located those girls. He should have went to jail," said Kizer's mother, Devore Taylor. "Had they approached the situation correctly from the get go, he would still be alive." And her daughter, she said, wouldn't be facing years in prison.
Prosecutors have pointed to texts and social media messages as evidence that Kizer planned to kill Volar, including one she sent from Volar's home on the night of the murder that said, "I'm finna do it." They said she downloaded a police scanner app before shots were fired and posted a laughing emoji on Facebook beside the words "MY MUG SHOT."
After being arrested in June of 2018, she told detectives that Volar was on top of her on the ground when she retrieved a gun from her purse and shot him. She lit a fire in his home and fled in his car. She was tired, she told detectives, of Volar touching her.

Devore Taylor, Kizer's mother, holds a copy of police records which show that Kenosha authorities had obtained video evidence that Volar was sexually abusing Kizer months before his death. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Charged with arson and first-degree intentional homicide, an offense that carries a maximum penalty of life in prison, Kizer remained in jail for two years, until 2020, when a bond fund that had been flooded with donations after the killing of George Floyd paid $400,000 for her release.
Her case received even more attention the following year, as activists contrasted her experience in Kenosha against that of Kyle Rittenhouse, a White 17-year-old, who a jury determined was acting in self defense when he killed two people during a protest.
Then came the state Supreme Court's decision in Kizer's favor, ruling that she should have the chance to show that there was a "necessary logical connection" between her exploitation and the offense.
With public support and a significant legal win, Kizer's case seemed destined for a jury trial. But in January, Kizer called police on a boyfriend -- and ended up facing a disorderly conduct charge. Though that charge was dropped, it was a violation of her release conditions. Kizer was charged with felony bail jumping and returned to jail.
Since being incarcerated a second time, Kizer said she has been reading Janet Evanovich books and trying to find the right words to put in a letter to Volar's family.
"I know they look at me like I'm a bad person," she said. "I would like their forgiveness."

Chrystul Kizer, 24, is interviewed in the Kenosha jail in July. (The Washington Post)


Volar's father, Randall Volar II, declined to comment until the sentencing hearing is over. In 2019, he told The Post that his son was a "good man" who is dearly missed. "What happened is a tragedy for both families, the Kizers and the Volars," he said.
Kizer said that while she knows she is likely to face prison time, she thought that taking the plea would guarantee her freedom, even if it is years away. In her years out of jail, she came to understand what a normal life might one day look like.

Chrystul Kizer, right, with her mother and sister in Milwaukee. (Family photo)


She waitressed at Red Lobster and took classes toward a high school diploma. She dressed her dog, Twilight, in a Green Bay Packers sweater and bought herself one to match. She attended counseling whenever someone she trusted would give her a ride to the sessions. She wouldn't take the bus, she said, because she was afraid to be around strangers.
As her sentencing date approaches, she is thinking about the hours she spent playing The Sims 4, a video game that lets players build their own alternate universe. In the game, she had her own house. She was a wife, a mom and a nurse. In the game, her future was in her own hands.
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A marathon swimmer was ahead of schedule. Then he lost his AA batteries.
Jim Dreyer swam in circles around Lake Michigan for nearly 24 hours after he lost the batteries he needed for his GPS navigator.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-08-15

Jim Dreyer stopped his marathon swim across Lake Michigan early after his GPS navigator died. (Jonathan Boeve) 


Jim Dreyer, a marathon swimmer, was about 30 miles into an 82.9-mile swim across Lake Michigan last week when he realized his GPS navigator was running low on power.
He had prepared for this, so he grabbed two AA batteries from an inflatable catamaran he uses to carry supplies and set them down there. But when he turned back to the raft a few seconds later, the batteries were gone. Dreyer said he began to panic.
Without the correct batteries for his navigator, he didn't know if he was swimming in the right direction -- west toward Milwaukee.
"This led to the downfall of everything," Dreyer, 60, told The Washington Post.
He kept swimming, but nearly 24 hours later, members of a volunteer rescue team motored toward him in a yacht. They told him he had been swimming in a circle since his navigator died and was still in Michigan.
With 47 more miles between him and Wisconsin, Dreyer gave up.
"It's a hard pill to swallow that, you know, two batteries, that was the difference," Dreyer said.
He had completed a similar swim across Lake Michigan in 1998, traveling 65 miles between Two Rivers, Wis., and Ludington, Mich., in under 41 hours. That feat launched his amateur career, he said, and his neighbors in Byron Center, Mich., gave him a nickname: "The Shark."
Dreyer, who works as an event manager, said he swam across all five Great Lakes between 1998 and 2005.
In February 2023, he approached two milestones: the 25-year anniversary of his Lake Michigan swim and his 60th birthday. For one of his final rigorous swims, Dreyer wanted to cross that lake again -- but add nearly 25 miles to mark the milestone.
Dreyer tried the swim last August and September, but he said strong currents forced him to stop before finishing. This month, he pinpointed a three-day stretch with expected calm currents for another attempt.
On Aug. 6, he tied a red-and-white inflatable catamaran around his waist to carry about 200 pounds of supplies, including protein shakes, a waterproof flashlight, batteries and a flare gun. It also included a satellite that allowed his rescue crew to track his location from afar.
Dreyer started his venture at a beach in Grand Haven, Mich., that morning, expecting to swim 72 consecutive hours before reaching Milwaukee. He stopped to check his Garmin GPS navigator and drink a protein shake about every two hours while leaning on the side of his catamaran.
By the next morning, he believed he was on track to finish about 12 hours earlier than he had estimated.
He stopped around noon to replace his navigator's batteries, which he picked out of a dry bag in his catamaran. He removed the dead batteries from the navigator, but when he turned back to the watercraft, he said the batteries were gone.
Dreyer tore through his catamaran in a panic. He found lithium and AAA batteries, but his navigator needed AA batteries, which presumably had sunk to the bottom of the lake.
Still, Dreyer thought he could keep swimming. He planned to follow the compass strapped onto his right wrist and also tried to follow the setting sun in the western sky. At night, he attempted to chase the lights from what he thought were buildings in Milwaukee.
At one point that night, unsure of where he was, Dreyer said he released a "primal scream" in frustration.
"I can't go down, lost in the middle of Lake Michigan, because I lost a couple of batteries," Dreyer recalled thinking.
When the sun rose in the eastern sky on Aug. 8, Dreyer said he tried to swim with it behind him.
Meanwhile, Mike Larsen, who led Dreyer's rescue team, said he awoke and checked Dreyer's satellite location. Dreyer was swimming in circles, so Larsen drove his cruising yacht about two hours from Holland, Mich., to meet him and deliver the news that he had swam about 30 miles in the wrong directions.
After deciding he couldn't swim for multiple more days, Dreyer was loaded onto the yacht around noon.
As they traveled to Holland, he began wondering when he would attempt the swim again. He hasn't set a date, but he knows one thing for sure: He's going to pack a lot of batteries.
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Spotted in a Mississippi creek: The state's first mammoth tusk
The state's Department of Environmental Quality called it "an extremely rare find for Mississippi."  
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-08-15

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality geologists use plaster on Aug. 3 to cover a mammoth tusk found in Madison County, Miss. (Eddie Templeton) 


Eddie Templeton traces his love of fossil-hunting to walks along a local creek as a boy in central Mississippi, trawling for bits of fossilized tree bark and shark teeth on trips with his father and sister.
None of that prepared Templeton, now 68, for his latest find: a 7-foot-long tusk from a Columbian mammoth that lived tens of thousands of years ago during the last Ice Age.
The lifelong Madison, Miss., resident was deep in river water on Aug. 3 when he saw something big sticking out of the mud in the distance. He quickly realized it was something unusual.
"I took photographs of what I could see and texted them to scientists that worked for the state and got an immediate call back from one of them," Templeton said.
It's the first recorded mammoth fossil of its kind discovered in the state -- and it was entirely intact. That fact "makes it an extremely rare find for Mississippi," the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality wrote in a blog post.
"I get excited over the smaller stuff, so this is huge," Templeton, who previously has found fossils of giant Ice Age sloths, beaver and armadillos, told The Washington Post. "Most people don't realize these fossils are out there."

Eddie Templeton, 68, poses with a mammoth tusk he found in Madison County, Miss. (Eddie Templeton) 


Geologists James Starnes and Jonathan Leard, of the state Department of Environmental Quality, soon arrived at the fossil site alongside a Madison County creek. They joined Templeton in carefully excavating the tusk, covering it in a plaster casing and transporting it to the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science in Jackson.
Museum staff are now preserving the tusk and looking for a permanent home for it.
Previously, only a few isolated mammoth teeth had been found along the Mississippi River, according to Mississippi's environmental department.
Columbian mammoths used to grow as tall as 15 feet and weigh as much as 10 tons. They reached North America nearly 2 million years ago via the Bering Land Bridge and roamed areas between southern Canada and Costa Rica. The giant animals went extinct about 12,000 years ago, around the end of the last Ice Age.
"In the Ice Ages, Mississippi had a lot of water that was locked up in these massive ice sheets, and sea levels were quite low," said Advait Jukar, curator of vertebrate paleontology at the Florida Museum of Natural History. "There was a huge coastal plain that would have supported animals like mammoths."
Plenty of mammoth fossils have been found in other Southeastern states, he said, but Mississippi's forests make it harder to find these kinds of artifacts. "When we do find them, we find them in road cuts or in stream banks -- parts of the soil that are being eroded away," Jukar added.
Kathlyn Smith, a paleontology professor at Georgia Southern University and a curator at the Georgia Southern Museum, said the fossil tusk could help scientists better understand mammoths, including how fast they grew, the difference between males and females, what they ate and where they lived.

A mammoth tusk was found in a creek in Madison County, Miss. (Eddie Templeton) 


Restoring and preparing the tusk for display will probably take months, said George Phillips, lead paleontologist at the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science. He said although the museum's staff tried to keep the eroding fossil together, it split down the middle soon after it arrived there.
In addition to reattaching the tusk's halves, the scientists are letting the fossil dry after it spent so much time submerged in water. They plan to eventually coat it with resin, similar to nail polish, before adding an adhesive to fill larger cracks.
"People think fossils that get a lot of attention in the media will immediately go on display, but that's seldom the case," Phillips said. "Our museum doesn't have a lot of money or the space. We have about a dozen of items that we need to put up."
Phillips expects the tusk will appear at the museum's annual fossil event in March for about a day before it gets sent to its permanent location. The state government and museum have not yet decided on its long-term home.
For Templeton, his discovery has also reignited his appetite for looking for these historical treasures. He said he plans to return to the creek this weekend in search of the rest of the mammoth.
"When I get a big find like that, it kind of rekindles the desire to go," he said. "Not that I ever quit wanting to go, but it certainly kind of gets me charged."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/science/2024/08/14/mississippi-mammoth-tusk/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Columbia University president resigns after drawing ire over Israel-Gaza protests
Columbia President Minouche Shafik resigned her position, ending a  tenure marred by backlash over handling of pro-Palestinian protests on campus last spring.
By Hannah Natanson, Susan Svrluga, Anika Seth | 2024-08-15

Minouche Shafik, then president of Columbia University, testified before Congress in April. (Haiyun Jiang for The Washington Post)


Columbia University President Minouche Shafik has resigned her position, ending a short and turbulent tenure marred by controversy and backlash over how she handled an outbreak of pro-Palestinian protests on campus last spring.
During the protests, Shafik twice summoned New York police to campus to disperse protesters, including those who had set up a Gaza solidarity encampment and another group that occupied a campus building. In May, a group of faculty voted that they had no confidence in Shafik, accusing her of violating students' rights and academic freedom in her handling of the demonstrations.
Shafik announced her resignation, effective immediately, in an email to Columbia affiliates on Wednesday night.

Columbia University President Minouche Shafik resigned her position, nearly four months after backlash over her handling of pro-Palestinian protests on campus.


She wrote that she oversaw "a period of turmoil where it has been difficult to overcome divergent views across our community" and that recent events have "taken a considerable toll on my family, as it has for others in our community."
Shafik added, "I have been able to reflect and have decided that my moving on at this point would best enable Columbia to traverse the challenges ahead."
The Board of Trustees wrote in its own letter to the community Wednesday night that it had "regretfully" accepted Shafik's decision to step down. The trustees wrote that Katrina Armstrong, chief executive officer of Columbia's Irving Medical Center, will serve as interim president.
"At this critical time for Columbia, we are taking all necessary steps to ensure a smooth leadership transition," the trustees wrote. "We believe that Katrina is the right leader for this moment."

On April 30, police officers broke a window to enter Columbia University's Hamilton Hall, the building occupied by pro-Palestinian protesters.


Shafik, an Egyptian-born economist, was the first woman to hold Columbia's top job since the university's founding in the 18th century. The role proved difficult almost from the start.
She was only a few months into her presidency when the Oct. 7 Hamas attack happened. The resulting Israel-Gaza war touched off intense protests on Columbia's campus, inspiring similar demonstrations nationwide. Earlier this year, Congress began investigating Columbia's "failure to protect Jewish students" -- including calling Shafik to testify before a House committee about antisemitism -- and the Education Department opened its own probe over alleged Islamophobia and antisemitism.
Tensions have kept simmering through the summer: Three Columbia deans resigned earlier this month after Shafik reprimanded them for exchanging texts that "touched on ancient antisemitic tropes" during an event about Jewish life.
Shafik is the third Ivy League president to resign since the House Education and Workforce Committee held its highly charged hearings interrogating university presidents over their responses to campus pro-Palestinian protests. Legislators questioned school leaders' policies, enforcement of rules and public statements.
In December, after the presidents of Harvard, the University of Pennsylvania and MIT gave cautious, legalistic answers during their hearing, declining to definitively say that calls for genocide on campus would violate campus policies, Penn's leader, Liz Magill, resigned. In January, Harvard's president, Claudine Gay, resigned amid backlash over her testimony to the committee and questions about her academic scholarship.
At Columbia, Shafik confronted competing demands: Some, including professors and students, were urging her to protect protesters' right to free expression and to honor Columbia's decades-old legacy as a bastion of student activism, from protests against the Vietnam War to a 2010s-era push for divestment from private prisons. After Shafik called in police the first time, 70 students and faculty signed an open letter declaring she had "violated our community's values, a long tradition of student mobilization."
But others, especially Republican politicians, were exhorting Shafik to crack down on protests they called hateful and hostile to Jewish students. Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) wrote a letter in May to two Columbia trustees declaring that Shafik had "allowed campus to be taken by mob rule [and] bent over backwards to appease antisemitic radicals" and calling for her immediate termination. On Wednesday, Stefanik celebrated the president's departure, writing in a statement, "Shafik's failed presidency was untenable."
Jelani Cobb, dean of the journalism school at Columbia, said Shafik faced probably the most tumultuous, complex and difficult era at Columbia in the past half-century.
"It's been a hell of a year," Cobb said. "It was really an impossible situation almost from the outset. It's a sad moment in higher education."
He added that Armstrong is widely respected and liked in the university community, known as "a straight shooter."
Jeanine D'Armiento, a professor of medicine in anesthesiology and chair of the executive committee of the powerful University Senate, said she knows Armstrong from their work at the medical school. She called Columbia's plan going forward  "great."
The university will be fine, she predicted, despite Shafik's resignation: "We were preparing all summer collaboratively, and she is just one individual. So we're looking forward to the semester and getting back to the academic work and bringing in the undergraduates to fill the campus."
Meanwhile, students were celebrating, bemoaning or simply processing the news, which came about two weeks before the start of fall classes.
Cameron Jones, a 20-year-old rising junior at Columbia who participated in the protests last spring as lead organizer of Jewish Voice for Peace, called Shafik's resignation a powerful testament to the efficacy of student activists' efforts.
"We will continue to advocate relentlessly, applying intense pressure on the new interim president, and we hope they will be more sympathetic to the Palestinian cause," Jones said.
Rising junior Elisha Baker is hoping that Columbia's new leader will take a tougher stance against protesters -- perhaps restricting where and when demonstrations can take place, or adopting a policy against masking so safety officers can identify who is protesting. Baker, 21, serves as co-chair of Aryeh, a pro-Israel campus group.
"What we need is strong leadership from our administration to clarify, codify and enforce policies that will basically restore order to the campus," Baker said.
Other undergraduates, posting on an anonymous campus messaging app known as Sidechat, had mixed reactions. Several warned that Shafik's replacement might be worse. One lamented the timing of the decision, so close to the start of school.
Still another compared the drama of the moment to President Joe Biden's decision to drop out of the 2024 election: "rushed to sidechat just now," the poster wrote, "the way i rushed to twitter the day biden dropped out."
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Half of Puerto Rico has no electricity after Ernesto, utility reports
Tropical Storm Ernesto pounded Puerto Rico with rain, triggering major flooding and leaving hundreds of thousands of residents without power.
By Arelis R. Hernandez | 2024-08-14

Downed power lines in Fajardo, Puerto Rico, on Wednesday after Tropical Storm Ernesto moved through. (Jaydee Lee Serrano/AFP/Getty Images)


Half of Puerto Rico was in the dark Wednesday after a tropical storm lashed the island archipelago with torrential rain and wind, damaging a power grid that has struggled to recover from repeated storms.
Luma Energy, the private consortium operating Puerto Rico's electricity transmission and distribution, reported that more than 700,000 of its nearly 1.5 million customers were without power -- meaning 50 percent of the system was offline as of Wednesday afternoon. Culebra and Vieques, two small islands off the east coast, are experiencing near-total blackouts.
The power outages were a reminder that Puerto Rico's electrical grid remains prone to collapse nearly seven years after Hurricane Maria pummeled the island chain as a Category 4 storm. Thousands of people died, some from waterborne disease outbreaks, when the power and water weren't restored for months after the storm.
Since then, far less powerful storms have continued to wreak havoc. Hurricane Fiona hit Puerto Rico as a Category 1 storm and knocked the power grid offline in 2022.
"It's disappointing and it's concerning that the grid is down again, given that this is just a tropical storm," said Charlotte Gossett Navarro, Puerto Rico chief director for Hispanic Federation, a nonprofit that has helped promote solar energy in vulnerable communities.
Ernesto battered Puerto Rico as a tropical storm on Wednesday and strengthened into a Category 1 hurricane as it moved toward Bermuda. It dropped more than 10 inches of rain in some areas, and downpours were expected to continue into the afternoon. Emergency officials were watching the water levels of several rivers on the brink of flooding, particularly in eastern Puerto Rico, and preparing for the possibility of landslides.
The lack of electricity poses a particular threat to energy-dependent individuals, especially older adults who need power for certain life-sustaining treatments. It also interrupts water service to homes throughout the archipelago, some of which depend on a series of powered pumps to deliver it.
In recent years, the government has tried to position backup generators to supply power to water plants during outages, but the rollout of that program has been haphazard and hampered by operational failures.
Puerto Rico Gov. Pedro Pierluisi (D) said at a Wednesday news conference that he has asked the president of Luma to restore power "as quickly as possible." He added that President Joe Biden approved a disaster declaration for the U.S. territory, unlocking assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.
"We want that number of customers without service to go down," Pierluisi said. "But it's difficult to say when 100 percent of customers will see power return because personnel are on the ground assessing that now."
A Luma Energy spokesperson told The Washington Post that the utility's crews were prepared and in communication with regional operation centers to complete damage assessments as the weather permits. So far, the damage appears to have been caused by tree limbs tearing down power lines and strong winds toppling lines into one another, automatically shutting them off.
At least one major transmission line, which had been serviced a month before the storm, went offline without explanation, shutting down power for Cayey, a city in the central mountains, and several municipalities to its south, including Santa Isabela.
So far, no deaths related to the storm have been reported.
Miraidaliz Rosario Pagan, mayor of Naguabo, a southeastern municipality known for flooding, said her entire community of about 23,000 people has been without power since 2:30 a.m. Wednesday, and that at least four barrios consisting of hundreds of families have no running water. More than 10 inches of rain fell overnight and into the morning hours, but she said rivers are starting to recede to normal levels.
Despite efforts to improve service, Rosario Pagan said electricity remains unreliable for her community. After she complained to Pierluisi in a phone call Wednesday morning, she said, representatives of Luma called to set up a meeting. The cause of her town's blackout is unclear, but there are dozens of toppled trees and power lines littered throughout roadways.
A large portion of Naguabo residents are older adults. That is the case in many towns throughout Puerto Rico as young people leave for the mainland in search of better work opportunities. Rosario Pagan said she has worked to make special accommodations for seniors when storms approach, knowing that they are likely to be without power for an extended period.
Ahead of Ernesto, workers took an inventory of the treatment and medication needs of various residents, and Rosario Pagan's office distributed more than 200 small solar batteries and panels to specific energy-dependent households.
"Electric power is an essential service that is critical to the quality of life of people here," Rosario Pagan said. "With the high rates we pay as Puerto Ricans, and we've seen eight rate hikes in recent years, it's worrisome that we still receive such poor service."
A generator is powering the lone medical clinic in Naguabo, but so far the mayor said they have not reported any health emergencies. The local government also leases power inverters to residents who need them, but they have a limited supply.
"We have some options available to residents while they are without power," Rosario Pagan said, "but this cannot go on long."
After Fiona in 2022, U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm traveled to the archipelago several times to help ease the flow of billions in federal grant dollars toward resiliency projects that prioritize energy sources such as solar. But while Puerto Rico has progressed on that front, it is far from its projected goals to transition to 100 percent renewable energy by 2050.
Separately, the federal government has assigned more than $12 billion in disaster funding to modernize the fossil fuel-powered grid and strengthen its resiliency. Since Maria, Puerto Rico has privatized the grid, contracting Luma to take over control of power lines and transmission towers on the islands while Genera PR, another contractor, operates power generation plants.
The longer the power is out, the more lives are at risk in Puerto Rico, said Gossett Navarro, of the Hispanic Federation. Her organization has received and invested millions of dollars through an Energy Department program and philanthropic endeavors to install rooftop solar energy systems in low-income homes and community centers.
"The piece that is important is how quickly are they are going to get these people back online," she said from San Juan. "The longer we're without power, the more of a disaster this becomes."
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Ex-cops staged fake raid to extort $37M from businessman, prosecutors allege
Mercenaries, including former Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies, were indicted for allegedly violently extorting a man to settle a financial dispute.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-08-14

(Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post) 


Four mercenaries, including two former Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department deputies, were indicted for a sham raid that violently extorted a man out of $37 million after being hired by his former business partner in China, federal prosecutors announced Monday.
Prosecutors described in their 32-page indictment how the team of mercenaries, all former law enforcement or military, allegedly held a man and his family in their home under threat of violence and deportation to get him to sign away millions of dollars to his ex-partner. The men also threatened to separate the parents from their two children.
"The defendants in this case allegedly believed they could carry out vigilante justice by using official police powers to enter the home of vulnerable victims and extorting them out of millions of dollars," Akil Davis, who leads the Los Angeles FBI field office, wrote in the announcement.
The four men -- 68-year-old former LASD deputy Steven Arthur Lankford, 63-year-old former LASD deputy Glen Louis Cozart, 39-year-old former British military member Max Samuel Bennett Turbett of Australia and 41-year-old former member of the Australian military Matthew Phillip Hart -- face charges of conspiracy to commit extortion, attempted extortion, conspiracy against rights and deprivation of rights, according to prosecutors.
The woman who allegedly hired the team is not named in the indictment but described as a Chinese national with homes in China and France. Her former business partner lives in Irvine, Calif., with his wife and two sons.
The two former business partners were shareholders in two Chinese chemical companies, according to prosecutors. In about 2008, rubber chemical manufacturer Jiangsu Sinorgchem Technology Co. Ltd. purchased the assets of the two companies.
The man and his former business partner had an "ongoing business dispute regarding the ownership of their shares in Jiangsu Sinorgchem" that had been the subject of three civil lawsuits in China and one in Atlanta that was pending in 2019, prosecutors wrote.
One of the documents the man was forced to sign was a settlement agreement to "solve the dispute over the equity entrustment of the shares of" Jiangsu Sinorgchem, prosecutors wrote. The document transferred his Sinorgchem shares to the woman and $36,972,386.51 in cash along with a deal to withdraw the pending lawsuits.
The woman emailed Turbett on Dec. 16, 2018, because she was tired of paying attorneys after years of litigation. She wrote that this was a "very big case" and that if Turbett helped her fix this then "we both can retire," according to the indictment.
Each man had their role, prosecutors wrote: Turbett's Australia-based private investigation business accepted the job with a promise of a cut of the assets recovered. He contracted out the local investigation work to Cozart and tasked Cozart with putting together a team. They hired Lankford to "use the power of his LASD badge and status as a law enforcement officer to intimidate and coerce the subject into complying," according to prosecutors. Hart was extra security.
Lankford's badge and access made him a crucial part of the team, according to the document. He left LASD in 2017 after about 33 years as a homicide detective but returned on contract through 2020.
Lankford and Cozart approached their target as he left his home about 8:30 a.m. on June 17, 2019, prosecutors said. Cozart identified himself as an immigration official and Lankford showed the victim his LASD badge while identifying himself as a detective. The victim ushered the men inside his home. His wife and two sons were also home.
Lankford quickly took the victim's phone without his permission, prosecutors wrote. Lankford and Hart searched the house and found the wife still wearing her pajamas in the third-floor bedroom playing with their 4-year-old son, prosecutors wrote. They also took her cellphone.
Sitting at his own kitchen table, the man asked for an attorney, to which Lankford responded "not right now." Cozart told the man that he and his wife would be deported and separated from their children unless he signed documents they presented, prosecutors wrote.
When the father ran toward the stairs, Hart grabbed the man so hard he ripped his shirt, slammed him against the wall and choked the man. "Don't [mess] with me. I'm not the police," Hart allegedly said.
The father grabbed a knife and allegedly screamed: "If you aren't police, why are you in my house?"
Turbett yelled for Lankford for help. Lankford came and threatened the man with arrest for pulling the knife, prosecutors wrote. Lankford pulled out a pair of handcuffs.
After roughly two and a half hours of threats and violence, the man began to review the paperwork. At 11 a.m., he signed, according to the indictment. After they left, the man called law enforcement.
"It is unacceptable and a serious civil rights violation for a sworn police officer to take the law into his own hands and abuse the authority of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department," U.S. Attorney Martin Estrada said in the announcement.
The Los Angeles Sheriff's Department has a reputation for ethical breaches of its deputies, as detailed in a 2021 investigation by news outlet Knock LA into allegations of gangs of deputies at the agency that was corroborated by reporting from mainstream outlets.
If convicted, prosecutors said, the four men could face a maximum sentence of 20 years in federal prison for each extortion count and up to 10 years in federal prison for the other counts.
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        Gaza cease-fire talks resume in Qatar without Hamas in attendance
        Shira Rubin, Louisa Loveluck, Adela Suliman, Frances Vinall, Suzan Haidamous

        Israel and the United States, with mediating partners Egypt and Qatar, resumed high-stakes negotiations in Doha over a cease-fire and hostage-release deal.

      

      
        Ukraine offensive in Russia appears even larger than just Kursk region
        Siobhan O'Grady, Tetiana Burianova, David   Stern, Robyn Dixon

        Ukraine says Russia has been in contact about a new prisoner exchange amid reports that hundreds of Russian servicemen have been seized in the Kursk operation.

      

      
        Russia sentences American woman to 12 years for donation aiding Ukraine
        Robyn Dixon

        The woman, Ksenia Karelina, a beautician living in Los Angeles, was visiting family in Russia when she was arrested at the airport over a donation of about $50 to an aid group.

      

      
        Israel is redrawing the West Bank, cutting into a prospective Palestinian state
        Louisa Loveluck, Claire Parker, Sufian Taha , Lorenzo Tugnoli

        Israeli land grabs, settlement expansion and demolitions in Palestinian communities mark the most significant territorial changes in the West Bank in decades.

      

      
        More than 40,000 killed in Israel's war in Gaza, Health Ministry says
        Miriam Berger

        The Gaza Health Ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but aid workers and experts say the 40,000 figure is probably an undercount.

      

      
        What to know about Olympic boxer Imane Khelif's cyberbullying complaint
        Rachel Pannett, Victoria Bisset

        French investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult after the gold medalist was targeted in online attacks.

      

      
        India pressed U.S. to go easy on Bangladeshi leader before her ouster, officials say
        Gerry Shih, Ellen Nakashima, John Hudson

        After Indian lobbying, Washington toned down its criticism of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Now both countries must confront whether they mishandled Bangladesh.

      

      
        Britain hands out prison terms for far-right riots in swift crackdown
        Jennifer Hassan

        More than 1,000 people have been arrested and roughly half of that number charged, police said.

      

      
        Biden's Gaza cease-fire plan teeters on brink ahead of high-stakes talks
        John Hudson, Shira Rubin, Karen DeYoung, Susannah George

        Looming over the negotiations are threats by Iran and Hezbollah to strike back against Israel after the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.

      

      
        Ukraine unleashes attacks on Russian airfields amid Kursk offensive
        Robyn Dixon, David   Stern

        After rushing reinforcements to Kursk and announcing a "counterterrorism" operation, Russian forces have failed to halt the nine-day incursion.

      

      
        Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to step down next month
        Michelle Lee, Julia Mio Inuma

        Kishida said he will stand down as leader of the Liberal Democratic Party, and therefore as prime minister, to allow the party to recover from recent scandals.

      

      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Gaza cease-fire talks resume in Qatar without Hamas in attendance
Israel and the United States, with mediating partners Egypt and Qatar, resumed high-stakes negotiations in Doha over a cease-fire and hostage-release deal. 
By Shira Rubin, Louisa Loveluck, Adela Suliman, Frances Vinall, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-08-15

A woman carries a child at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis on Thursday, after permission from the Israeli authorities was given for some cancer patients to leave Gaza through the Kerem Shalom crossing to receive treatment in Jordan. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


TEL AVIV -- Negotiations over a Gaza cease-fire and hostage release deal, framed by U.S. officials as a "final stage" bid to end the conflict, resumed Thursday, as local health authorities said the Palestinian death toll in Gaza has passed 40,000.
CIA Director William J. Burns and White House Middle East coordinator Brett McGurk joined Israeli officials, as well as mediating partners from Egypt and Qatar, for fresh talks in Doha aimed at ending the conflict and bringing Israel's hostages home.
Hamas representatives were not in attendance, Ghazi Hamad, a member of the group's diplomatic team, confirmed, after its lead negotiator, Ismail Haniyeh, was assassinated during a trip to Tehran last month. In public, Israel has neither confirmed nor denied its role in the killing of the Hamas leader -- though it privately told U.S. officials afterward that it was responsible.
Regional tensions loom large over this new round of diplomacy, as Iran and Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group and political party, have vowed to strike Israel in retaliation for Haniyeh's slaying, as well as that of top Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr. But there were indications Thursday that resumed peace talks could temporarily allay fresh attacks from across the Lebanese border.
"We can say that Hezbollah will not launch its retaliation operation during the Qatar talks because the party does not want to be held accountable for obstructing the talks or a potential deal," said an individual with close ties to Hezbollah, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media. "The retaliation can wait, it is not urgent or has a time limit."
Hamas says it will reengage with talks if it receives a "clear commitment" from Israel on its latest proposal. The group has informed mediators that it is willing to meet with them after the Thursday session if there are developments, or a serious response from Israel, according to an official familiar with the negotiations who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
State Department deputy spokesman Vedant Patel said Qatari diplomats "have assured us that they will work to have Hamas represented."
U.S. national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters that Thursday's talks were focused on the "details of the implementation" of a potential deal. He said there "remains a lot of work to do" and that an agreement was not likely to be reached Thursday, with talks expected to continue Friday. "The remaining obstacles can be overcome, and we must bring this process to a close," he said.

Displaced Palestinians plead for peace ahead of Gaza cease-fire talks in Qatar on Aug. 15, as the death toll reaches 40,000, the local Health Ministry said.


The Gaza Health Ministry said Thursday that the death toll among Palestinians had passed 40,000 people -- a grim milestone that underscored the scale of the war's toll on the enclave. The health authority's count does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but it says the majority of the dead are women and children.
"Do you know what it means to lose 40,000 of your people? It means that 40,000 women, children, young people, adults and elderly people will no longer be there. The children will never grow up. They will never go to school or university. Women will not give birth and will not be there to hold their children," said Fikr Shalltoot, Gaza director for the Britain-based Medical Aid for Palestinians relief group.
"It means that 40,000 families are grieving, and their hearts are broken."
Israel launched its assault Oct. 7 after Hamas militants attacked southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 others back to Gaza as hostages. One hundred fifteen remain in the besieged enclave -- it is not clear how many are alive.
Families of Israel's missing have campaigned tirelessly to bring their loved ones home. Ahead of Thursday's talks, Aviva Siegel, a former Israeli hostage who was freed during the week-long cease-fire in late November, said she was fighting to sustain hope that her husband Keith, a 65-year-old U.S.-Israeli dual citizen expected to qualify for the "humanitarian" release list, will come home.
In a meeting Wednesday with U.S. Ambassador to Israel Jack Lew, she gave the ambassador "a big hug" and thanked him for the Biden administration's leadership on the cease-fire talks. But as the agonizing uncertainty mounts, she said she is also "very, very nervous" about the various scenarios that could derail a deal: manipulations by Hamas, or Israeli military operations in Gaza that could harm the hostages or end the negotiations.
Siegel is avoiding reading the news because she's terrified of negative developments. She instead fantasizes about reuniting with Keith, wondering, "Will I scream or jump on him, will I cry? I'm trying to imagine what he will look like. I lost 10 kilos [22 pounds] after 51 days; will he come back as we know him?"
Siegel said she had a message to the negotiators: "Don't even think about coming home and saying that the deal broke."
"The hostage families will break into pieces," she said. "They have already broken into pieces."
Israel and Hamas blame each other for the delay in reaching an agreement to end hostilities and return the hostages. Officials familiar with the negotiations have said Hamas's remaining requests, including how and when Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners would be released, are not viewed as significant roadblocks.
During previous talks, Israel insisted on additions to a framework announced by President Joe Biden on May 31, including its military retaining indefinite control of the Philadelphi Corridor, a buffer zone between Gaza and Egypt, according to officials familiar with the process.
An Israeli official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing negotiations, said Thursday that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu resolutely stands by the principle that the Israel Defense Forces physically remains in the Philadelphi Corridor, a position that Hamas has resisted in the past.
"It's their proposal, and it requires compromise on both sides," Kirby said on MSNBC on Thursday. "Not just one side, but both sides have got to show some leadership here and be willing to nail down these final details. These gaps can be narrowed."
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Qatar's prime minister discussed "the importance of finalizing a ceasefire in Gaza" in a call Wednesday, the State Department said. Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani is expected to attend the Thursday talks, officials familiar with the situation said. Blinken also spoke to Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty about "diplomatic efforts to reduce tensions in the region," according to the State Department.
Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz will meet with his British and French counterparts Friday to discuss efforts to "prevent regional escalation and promote a deal for the release of the abductees," a spokesperson for Israel's Foreign Ministry said in a statement. The visit to Israel by the British and French foreign ministers comes as Israel braces for a potential retaliatory attack from Iran.
Columbia University President Minouche Shafik, the first woman appointed to the position, resigned Wednesday. Shafik came under intense scrutiny after testifying before a House committee in April about accusations that the university was not doing enough to respond to claims of antisemitism. Columbia became the epicenter of pro-Palestinian student protests that swept the country earlier this year. Shafik twice summoned New York police to campus to disperse the protesters.

Columbia University President Minouche Shafik resigned her position, nearly four months after backlash over her handling of pro-Palestinian protests on campus.


Loveluck and Suliman reported from London, Vinall reported from Seoul and Haidamous reported from Beirut. Alon Rom in Tel Aviv, Bryan Pietsch in Seattle and Ellen Nakashima in Washington contributed to this report.
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Ukraine offensive in Russia appears even larger than just Kursk region
Ukraine says Russia has been in contact about a new prisoner exchange amid reports that hundreds of Russian servicemen have been seized in the Kursk operation.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Tetiana Burianova, David   Stern, Robyn Dixon | 2024-08-15

War-displaced people receive humanitarian aid at a Russian Red Cross distribution point in Kursk on Thursday, following Ukraine's offensive into Russia's western Kursk region. (Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP/Getty Images)


SUMY, Ukraine -- Ukraine solidified its control over the parts of Russia's Kursk region it has taken in a 10-day offensive, announcing Thursday the appointment of a military commander to manage the area as well as new battlefield successes.
In the city of Sumy, not far from where Ukrainian forces surprised the world by storming into Russia, wounded soldiers also described operations in the Belgorod region to the south, suggesting an even larger scale to the offensive, which is changing perceptions abroad that Ukraine has been on the losing end of the conflict.
In contrast to the relatively easier time had by Ukraine's forces in Kursk -- including news of another 100 Russian troops captured, the intelligence service announced Thursday -- the fighting in Belgorod has been fierce.
Three soldiers, including one commander, described how after months of being deployed along the border, they were sent into Russia. They crossed in a fleet of armored vehicles in broad daylight four days ago, said Hacker, 24, speaking on the condition that he only be identified by his first name or call sign, in keeping with Ukrainian military rules.
As they prepared to cross the border at Kolotilovskii, in the same location where prisoners of war have previously been exchanged, he recalled thinking to himself that this was a crazy move.
In contrast to the quick advances through Kursk, the troops in Belgorod appeared prepared for their arrival. The area was fortified with dragon's teeth antitank obstacles and heavily mined, and troops came under intense attack by artillery, drones and airstrikes almost immediately.
The Ukrainians pushed forward about six miles, the soldiers said, seizing abandoned Russian troop positions. But the fighting remained intense. "All our group was injured the day we arrived," Hacker said. He feared he might be killed in Russia, "because we didn't know their territory."
"We were working blind," he added. Russia has not acknowledged ground fighting in Belgorod, but the governor there did declare a state of emergency earlier in the week.
Many troops were concussed or heavily wounded, while others were killed and had to be left behind, Hacker said. Shelling remained so intense that survivors had to take cover in Russian trenches for days, until an armored vehicle arrived to evacuate them for medical treatment early Thursday.
Among the six who were evacuated was commander Serhii, 48, whose right leg was badly wounded by a drone more than a day earlier. He underwent surgery immediately upon arrival in Ukraine on Thursday. "We were shelled by everything," he said.
The grim fighting was in sharp contrast to an almost celebratory mood by Ukrainian officials, with army commander Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky announcing Thursday the appointment of a military commander for the Kursk region "to maintain law and order and ensure the basic needs of the population." The announcement echoes Russia's own moves to administer the parts of Ukraine it occupies.
The intelligence service also said that another 100 Russian soldiers were taken in an operation it described as the "largest mass capture" of enemy soldiers at one time, amid talk that they will be exchanged for Ukrainian captives.
Speaking about the operation, which took place the previous day, a Ukrainian intelligence officer said that special forces from Ukraine's state security service, or SBU, "captured and cleared a sprawling ... and well-fortified stronghold of a company," taking prisoner 102 Russian servicemen.
The captured soldiers were from Russia's 488th Guards Motorized Rifle Regiment and the Akhmat unit, the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject.
A video provided by the official showed dozens of soldiers lying in a line, face down in an open field. Their faces and battle insignia were not visible. The Washington Post could not independently verify the footage.
A Ukrainian official said Russia has been in contact about a prisoner swap -- something it had promised to discontinue after the incursion into the southern Kursk region took place.
"There was an initiative from the Russian counterpart regarding this issue. I really hope that, despite the public statements by Russian media that allegedly the Russians have decided to halt exchanges, we are still exchanging information at this time," Dmytro Lubinets, the Ukrainian parliament's human rights commissioner, told local media late Wednesday.
In a video address Tuesday evening, President Volodymyr Zelensky said "hundreds of Russian soldiers have already surrendered."
Ukrainian officials have said that a main reason for the surprise incursion into Russia's Kursk region was to halt cross-border missile attacks and shelling into Ukraine's neighboring Sumy region.
Ukraine was creating a "security zone" in Kursk, Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk said in a Telegram post Wednesday.
"There are Russian civilians within the specified zone," Vereshchuk wrote. "They are under the protection of international humanitarian law, with which Ukraine fully complies."

War-displaced people receive humanitarian aid at a Russian Red Cross distribution point in Kursk on Thursday, following Ukraine's offensive into Russia's western Kursk region. (Tatyana Makeyeva/AFP/Getty Images)


Russia's efforts to take back ground in Kursk, meanwhile, have been hampered by infighting between different military and security units, according to nationalist military bloggers who are blaming various military commanders and calling for their dismissal.
After the initial swift advance, Ukraine's progress in Kursk region has slowed as it has faced tougher resistance. Maxar satellite images show Russian forces digging trenches in effort to halt any possible advance toward Lgov, west of the city of Kursk.
On Thursday, Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov, a civilian economist appointed in May for his capacity to ramp up military production and enhance efficiency, announced plans at a meeting of regional governors to increase supplies of military hardware and manpower to the Kursk region.
The meeting appeared to be tacit admission of inadequate manpower, hardware and poor coordination in the 10 days since the attack. Belousov said the military had prepared a plan "to enhance the efficiency of troop control in coordination with other security agencies" in the region.
On Thursday an additional district in Kursk region, Glushkovo, with a population of 18,000, was evacuated, taking the total number ordered to evacuate to around 180,000.
Stern reported from Kyiv and Dixon from Riga, Latvia. Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Russia sentences American woman to 12 years for donation aiding Ukraine 
The woman, Ksenia Karelina, a beautician living in Los Angeles, was visiting family in Russia when she was arrested at the airport over a donation of about $50 to an aid group. 
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-08-15

Russian American dual citizen Ksenia Karelina listens to her lawyer Mikhail Mushailov as they attend a court hearing in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Thursday. (Dmitry Chasovitin/Reuters)


A Russian court on Thursday sentenced Russian American Ksenia Karelina to 12 years for treason, in a closed court case, weeks after the largest prisoner exchange between Russia and the West since the Cold War.
Karelina, a dual passport holder and a beautician living in Los Angeles, was arrested by Russia's Federal Security Service in February during a trip home to Yekaterinburg to visit family.
Karelina's sentencing, weeks after the prisoner exchange, underscored the risks of travel to Russia, after U.S. officials warned of a sharp rise in hostage diplomacy: the practice of arresting foreign citizens for political leverage or use in prisoner exchanges.
Russia swapped 16 prisoners, including Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, Washington Post contributing columnist Vladimir Kara-Murza and other prominent political prisoners, and several German citizens, in return for 10 Russian intelligence agents, undercover spies and their two children, hackers, and Vadim Krasikov, a convicted assassin associated with an elite unit of the Federal Security Service (FSB).
The chances of a similar sweeping prisoner exchange in the future appear unlikely, given the rarity of such events, but President Joe Biden has vowed to seek the freedom of other Americans being held, including schoolteacher Marc Fogel, who is serving a 14-year sentence after being convicted of drug charges, in a case strikingly similar to that of WNBA star Brittney Griner.
Griner was convicted in 2022 of drug smuggling and exchanged in December that year for a notorious Russian arms dealer, Victor Bout.
Karelina was charged with sending aid to help Ukraine's war effort, after investigators examined her phone and found evidence of a donation of just over $50 to a Ukrainian humanitarian agency.
The initial FSB statement of arrest accused her of "providing financial assistance to a foreign state in activities directed against the security of our country." The money was used to "used to purchase tactical medicine, equipment, weapons and ammunition by the Ukrainian Armed Forces," according to the FSB.
Karelina's name from her former marriage is Khavana; she now goes by Karelina. Her support page, freeksenia.com, says that Karelina was charged after FSB officers searched her Venmo account and found a $51.80 donation to a U.S.-based nonprofit that helps children and elderly impacted by the war in Ukraine. "It has nothing to do with supporting the military," the page says.
Interfax reported that Karelina pleaded guilty to the charges, and that the FSB had accused her of "numerous actions" in support of Ukraine's military.
She faced a closed trial in the Sverdlovsk Regional Court in the Urals city of Yekaterinburg -- the same court that last month convicted Gershkovich and sentenced him to a 16-year jail term, before his release in this month's exchange.
After the judge handed down Karelina's sentence of 12 years in a general-security prison, her lawyer said he would seek to include her in a future exchange, Interfax reported.
Karelina's sentencing comes the same week that an American citizen, Joseph Tater, born in 1978, was arrested in Moscow and remanded to custody for 15 days on accusations of assaulting police.
Tater was arrested Monday after an argument with hotel reception staff, and he reportedly cursed at staff who called the police.
On Wednesday, he was given an administrative penalty of 15 days for disorderly conduct, but Russia's Investigative Committee said it would open a criminal case against him for the more serious charge of assaulting police.
Interfax reported that a law enforcement official said Tater had tried to check into a Moscow hotel but was denied a room because he did not produce a migration card, as required in Russia. Police were called after he behaved aggressively and uttered obscenities in both Russian and English, according to Interfax and other Russian media.
Later at a police station, he struck a police officer on the arm and pushed her, Interfax reported.
Many other Americans are in prison in Russia, including Gordon Black, a U.S. soldier jailed last month for nearly four years after being convicted of theft and threatening to kill his Russian girlfriend.
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Israel is redrawing the West Bank, cutting into a prospective Palestinian state
Israeli land grabs, settlement expansion and demolitions in Palestinian communities mark the most significant territorial changes in the West Bank in decades.
By Louisa Loveluck, Claire Parker, Sufian Taha , Lorenzo Tugnoli | 2024-08-15
During  more than 19 months in power, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's coalition government has dramatically expanded Israel's footprint in the occupied West Bank -- accelerating a long-term campaign by the country's settler movement to thwart the creation of a Palestinian state.
The government has approved strategic land seizures --  almost 6,000 acres  this year alone -- and major settlement construction, escalated demolition of Palestinian property and increased state support for illegally built settler outposts. Together, they mark the most significant territorial changes in the West Bank in decades.
While the Biden administration insists that any diplomatic solution to the war in Gaza include a path to an independent Palestinian state, radical Jewish settlers and their far-right political backers, who have ascended to the highest levels of Israel's government, are redrawing the map in real time -- making the two-state solution envisaged in past peace accords effectively impossible.
In interviews across six Palestinian communities, residents described paralyzing constraints on daily life as settlements creep closer, limiting their ability to move freely and to access the farmlands that long sustained them. Settler violence has erased some villages.
Netanyahu, Israel's longest-serving prime minister, returned to office in December 2023 on the basis of a coalition agreement that promised to "promote and develop settlement in all parts of the Land of Israel," including Judea and Samaria, as the West Bank was called in biblical times.
The effort to expand and solidify Israeli control of the area is led by Bezalel Smotrich, a longtime settler activist who now serves as finance minister. Netanyahu also appointed him last year to a post within the defense ministry, giving him wide powers over Israeli policy in the West Bank.
Smotrich's driving ambition is "to settle the land, to build it, and to prevent, for God's sake,  its division ... and the establishment of a Palestinian state," he told his Religious Zionism Party at a conference June 9, according to an audio recording obtained by Peace Now, an Israeli rights group that has spent decades documenting the growth of the settler movement.
To achieve that goal, Smotrich said, he would need to "change the DNA of the system."

An animal farm was established by settlers in an outpost near the settlement of Itamar. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


An estimated 3 million Palestinians live in the West Bank, alongside more than 500,000 settlers, whose numbers have increased by more than 15 percent during the past five years.
The position of Smotrich and his allies at the levers of power has turbocharged their gains. Israel's Higher Planning Council has fully approved almost 12,000 housing units in settlements in the past 19 months, compared with just over 8,000 in the prior two years, according to Peace Now. A growing number of West Bank outposts -- illegal under Israeli law -- have been legalized. Large tracts of land have been seized by the state.
Successive American administrations have criticized Israeli settlements as an obstacle to peace. In February, after Smotrich announced plans for 3,000 housing units in the West Bank, Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the Biden administration considered settlements "inconsistent with international law" -- a position first codified in 1978, under President Jimmy Carter, and reversed in 2019 by President Donald Trump.
Biden has also imposed sanctions on illegal settler outposts, and on Israeli settlers accused of attacking Palestinians. Yet the executive actions have appeared to have little effect on the expansion of settlements or the explosion of settler violence.
Israeli security forces have failed to halt a rising tide of harassment, assault and murder by extremist settlers, aimed at depopulating the Palestinian communities around them. At least 114 Palestinians have been killed or wounded in those attacks since October, according to the United Nations. While the military has dismantled some illegal outposts, most are quickly rebuilt.
"Any claim that the IDF supports and permits settler violence is false," the Israel Defense Forces said in a statement to The Washington Post.
The U.N.'s highest court ordered Israel last month to end its occupation of Palestinian territory, evacuate existing settlements and pay reparations to Palestinians who have lost land and property -- a symbolically significant ruling, but one with limited practical effect.
Netanyahu was quick to blast the decision. "The Jewish people are not conquerors in their own land," he said.

The village of Burin has been almost completely encircled by settlements. The Soufan family lives near one of them. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


The West Bank has been under military occupation since Israel seized the territory in 1967, giving commanders oversight of administrative, legal and civilian affairs. Under the terms of the U.S.-brokered Oslo accords, Israel has full control over Area C -- which makes up 60 percent of the land -- though its forces also operate in Areas A and B, nominally administered by the Palestinian Authority.
In late May, the IDF announced that significant management powers over the West Bank were being reassigned to a newly created "deputy head" position within the Civil Administration, Israel's governing body in the West Bank. That same day, the role was given to Hillel Roth, a close Smotrich associate.
Transferring military control to a handpicked civilian was seen as another step toward Smotrich's long-running aspiration, outlined in a 2017 treatise, to achieve "victory by settlement" and extend Israeli law over the territory -- which experts say would effectively convert occupation into annexation.
Roth lived for years in Yitzhar, known as one of the most violent West Bank settlements. He is now empowered to make sweeping decisions about new construction in the territory and the administration of state land. Roth declined to comment for this report. Smotrich did not respond to multiple requests for comment.
"What Smotrich is doing is cementing a situation where every single aspect of Palestinian lives in the West Bank is determined by an Israeli civilian," said Sarit Michaeli of B'Tselem, one of Israel's leading human rights groups.

The Soufan family says they had to build high walls and install barbed wire for protection. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



The Soufan family says they are harassed daily by settlers. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


In June, a Pew Research Center poll showed that 49 percent of Jewish Israelis  think the continued building of Jewish settlements in the West Bank helps the country's national security, while 26 percent said it hurts.
The settler movement has worked patiently for decades to reach this point. For years, a  glance at a map of the West Bank would have yielded few clues to what was coming. Land seizures were incremental; the placement of some settlements may have appeared illogical at first glance.
Over time, smaller settlements were consolidated into blocs. Highways and bypass roads connected them to Israel proper.
The state has used "planning and building as a weapon to conquer more land," said Alon Cohen-Lifshitz, a coordinator with Bimkom, a group of Israeli urban planners and architects who help Palestinians navigate the system. The main aim, he said, was to create a "matrix of control."
When the military had final say over all new construction and development, he said, there were limits to how that matrix could be expanded. With Roth at the helm, the process has accelerated.
One of his first moves was to approve the largest West Bank land seizure in more than three decades -- declaring almost five square miles in the Jordan Valley as state land, opening it up to leasing by Israelis while prohibiting private Palestinian ownership. Peace Now said that the move could allow for the connection of four Israeli settlements along a key corridor bordering Jordan.

Ahiya, an outpost of the Shilo settlement, is in the process of being legalized by the government, 27 years after the first settlers arrived there. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


Palestinians in the West Bank describe a creeping, decades-long encirclement by settler communities, followed more recently by rapid expansion and unchecked violence.
The Shilo settlement was established in the late 1970s on land confiscated from two neighboring Palestinian villages: Qaryut and Turmus Ayya. "It started with a few people, like Boy Scouts," said Yousif Sadiq, deputy head of Qaryut's local council. "Back then, we could herd our sheep between the two, never leaving our own private land."
In 2011, Israel's Defense Ministry approved a plan to increase the settlement's housing units by 60 percent, local media reported. By late 2023, the village was almost surrounded by legal settlements and illegal outposts; harassment from soldiers and settlers led some residents to add bars and barbed wire to their homes.
Then came Oct. 7, when Hamas fighters poured into southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people and taking more than 250 hostages to Gaza.
"Now, if settlers try to take a hill, the army will protect them, then the state will give them electricity and water," said Bashar Ma'amar, a paramedic and activist from Qaryut who records attacks by Israeli settlers. The outposts can be seen from the village; sounds of construction are carried on the hot summer air.

A farmer in Qaryut in the West Bank walks near a greenhouse in April that was destroyed by settlers. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



Sabry Rateb, 52, enters a greenhouse in Qaryut in April that was attacked and damaged by settlers. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


Across the West Bank, the pace of settler attacks has doubled under Netanyahu's coalition government, according to the U.N. On July 31, the agency's humanitarian affairs office said it had recorded 1,143 separate incidents since the start of the war. Five Israeli settlers have been killed by suspected Palestinian militants during the same time period, according to the U.N.
In Qaryut, a large green belt of olive groves and vegetable fields sit untended. Villagers say they have been fired upon as they approach the area. They shared videos with The Post showing settlers bulldozing olive trees and burning crops.
"The IDF is committed to the well-being of the residents of the area and acts vigorously against manifestations of violence within its jurisdiction," Israel's military told The Post when asked what actions it had taken to stem settler violence in Qaryut. It referred questions to the Israel Police, which did not respond to requests for comment.
At the southern end of the village, settlers have spray-painted the walls of a now-abandoned children's playground with a Star of David and a rifle. The water tank that once fed Qaryut has been hacked open and turned into a swimming pool for settlers.

Settlers swim in a freshwater spring in April that they recently took over in Qaryut. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



A swimmer uses the freshwater spring in April. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


On a recent afternoon, boys did somersaults before plunging into the cool water. Most were from a yeshiva in the nearby settlement of Eli; none knew the name of the Palestinian village perched on the top of the hill. Settlers had blocked the road with large broken boulders.
"With our snipers, it's hard for anyone to come down from there now," said one teenager. "It makes me feel safer like that."
While new construction solidifies existing settlements like Shilo and Eli, the outposts that surround them provide an informal road map for expansion, watchdog groups say.
In February 2023, Israel's cabinet designated nine illegal outposts as "sites under legalization" -- a designation rarely used under previous administrations -- promising government funds, connection to state power and water grids and an exemption from demolitions.
When Adalah, an Israeli legal rights group, challenged the decision as a breach of international law, Netanyahu's Cabinet Secretary Yossi Fuchs replied: "Israel is not an occupying power," he wrote in a letter dated March 9 and shared by the group. He then quoted from the First Book of Maccabees: "It is not a foreign land we have taken nor have we seized the property of foreigners, but only our ancestral heritage, which for a time had been unjustly occupied by our enemies."
Smotrich's Settlement Administration has since given the same designation to at least 60 other illegal outposts, according to Peace Now.

Settlers train for quick response to security threats in the settlement of Shilo in April. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



A house under construction in April in the Ahiya outpost of the Shilo settlement. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


In April, the government announced its intention to legalize the outpost of Ahiya, a jumble of portacabins perched on a windswept hilltop near Qaryut, 27 years after the first settlers arrived there.
Inside one cabin, security guards monitored a bank of CCTV cameras that showed the surrounding roads. "The principle we live by here is one of mission," said a guard, declining to give his name. "They understand that we would kill to stay."
Later, the security team simulated their response to an infiltration by militants. Men in green uniforms scanned the hillside, rifles in hand, looking for a young boy from the settlement who was dressed as an Arab.

The family of Yasser al-Hathaleen gathers in July amid in the wreckage of one of the houses that was demolished in Umm al-Kheir. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


As Israeli settlements expand and outposts are incorporated, Palestinian communities are being whittled away through demolitions and denials of building permits.
More than 2,000 structures have been demolished in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, under Netanyahu's new government, according to the United Nations, displacing more than 4,000 people -- 2,200 people were displaced in the two years prior.
In the south Hebron hills, the villagers of Umm al-Kheir don't know how much longer they can hold their ground.
When Eid Yameen al-Hathaleen was forced from his home in the Negev desert during the founding of Israel in 1948, the Bedouin patriarch resettled on land belonging to a Palestinian family, who later sold it to him, his son Yasser said.
The family grew and the village expanded to about 250 people. In the early 1980s, the Israeli settlement of Carmel was established next door. Israel issued the first demolition orders against houses in Umm al-Kheir in 1995, residents said; the first demolition was carried out in 2007. After a slew of demolitions in 2014, the village was spared for years.
On the morning of June 26, residents awoke to warnings that the Israeli army and police were approaching with bulldozers. Within hours, a cluster of houses belonging to Yasser had been smashed to pieces.
"We were left without homes, without shelter, under the sun, in the dirt," Yasser said, sitting  under a tent his neighbors had built for his sprawling family, as temperatures climbed above 100 degrees. His young sons played next to the wreckage.

Yasser al-Hathaleen, center, sits in a tent in July. It was erected after two of his houses were demolished in Umm al-Kheir. ( Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



A man rests in July after working to remove rubble from the demolished home of Yasser al-Hathaleen. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


Eleven structures were destroyed that day, including a communal tent, which had served as a health clinic and a place where villagers had married and celebrated the birth of babies.
The IDF said in a statement that the demolitions took place because the structures were built without a permit. "The law was enforced in their case according to all the procedures and by force of law," it said. The Israel Police did not reply to requests for comment about their  reported participation in the operation.
Umm al-Kheir's residents applied for a master plan -- a requirement for official recognition by Israel -- in 2016, but it was "never discussed," according to Tariq al-Hathaleen, Yasser's nephew.
Palestinians are denied access to special local planning committees available to Jewish settlers. Land designated for Palestinian construction comprises only 0.5 percent of Area C, compared with 26 percent of Area C in which settlers are authorized to build, Cohen-Lifshitz said, citing Bimkom research and Israeli government data obtained through the country's freedom of information law.
"In the West Bank, we can really say it's official apartheid, because you have completely different laws for Palestinians and for Israelis," he said.

The village of Umm al-Kheir is located near the settlement of Carmel, visible in the background, with some of the houses only a few feet from the outer fence of the settlement. Residents were not allowed to enter their homes to recover their belongings before Israeli authorities demolished them on June 26. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)



Children play in July in an area of Umm al-Kheir that overlooks a structure built by settlers for livestock. (Lorenzo Tugnoli/FTWP)


In Umm al-Kheir, as in other villages, home demolitions have emboldened aggressive settlers nearby.
The evening before Post reporters visited the community July 2, several young settlers led their sheep to the village's feed pen, witnesses said. When local women tried to get them to leave, the settlers beat them with sticks and stones and pepper sprayed their faces.
An hour after Post reporters departed, settlers pitched a tent in Umm al-Kheir as Israeli soldiers watched and joked with them, according to residents and videos taken by Israeli activists. The police force took two hours to arrive, and when they did, they told the villagers to file a complaint, witnesses said.
In a statement, the IDF said that the soldiers had arrived to "prevent friction until the arrival of additional forces and the Israeli Police." The police did not respond to a request for comment about why they took so long to arrive or why they did not do more to intervene.
On Tuesday, the bulldozers returned to Umm al-Kheir, demolishing shelters set up for families whose homes were destroyed earlier this summer. They had been rebuilt "in violation of the law locally in effect," according to Israel's Civil Administration.
"We have nowhere to go but to God," Yasser said.
In early July, Israeli forces descended with heavy machinery on another hilltop in the West Bank -- this time to demolish an illegal settler outpost. Young men at Givat Tzur Harel, north of Ramallah, clashed with security forces as they razed several structures.
It was a rare example of Israeli authorities cracking down on illegal building by Jewish settlers. "Whenever an outpost is demolished, it is usually rebuilt within an hour to a day," said Arik Ascherman, a rabbi from Torat Tzedek, an Israeli rights group.
The police would leave and the young settlers would return, said one teenager. His friend Haggai, 17, said he hoped the new civilian administration headed by Roth would be more lenient.
A fundraising drive for the "heroes who colonize the land of Tzur Harel" quickly raised thousands of shekels.
"The day will come when this place will be a settlement," said Haggai, who declined to give his last name. "We have four directions to advance. All of the Land of Israel should belong to the Jews."

A young settler rides a horse near a farm in the area around the settlement of Shilo. (Lorenzo Tugnoli for The Washington Post)


Lior Soroka and Alon Rom in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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More than 40,000 killed in Israel's war in Gaza, Health Ministry says
The Gaza Health Ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but aid workers and experts say the 40,000 figure is probably an undercount.
By Miriam Berger | 2024-08-15

Palestinians mourn Monday over the body of a relative who was killed in an Israeli strike before their funeral in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip. (Bashar Taleb/AFP/Getty Images)


JERUSALEM -- More than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed in Israel's military campaign in the Gaza Strip, the local Health Ministry said Thursday -- a bleak indicator of the war's toll even as a full count remained out of reach amid a near-total collapse of the enclave's health-care system.
The official figure of 40,005 killed since October does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. But the Gaza Health Ministry, which has operated for years under the Hamas-led government, says the majority of the dead are women and children. At least 92,401 have also been injured over more than 10 months of war.
Israel launched its assault Oct. 7 after Hamas militants attacked southern Israel, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 others back to Gaza as hostages. More than 300 Israeli soldiers have also died in combat since a ground invasion began in late October.

Displaced Palestinians plead for peace ahead of Gaza cease-fire talks in Qatar on Aug. 15, as the death toll reaches 40,000, the local Health Ministry said.


At times, Israeli officials have accused Palestinians of exaggerating the civilian toll. In July, however, the Israel Defense Forces said in a statement that about 14,000 militants had been "eliminated or apprehended," meaning combatants potentially make up less than half of those killed. The Israeli military did not provide evidence.
But Palestinian journalists, first responders, international aid workers and war casualty watchdogs all say that the official death toll in Gaza is probably an undercount, with the chaos of war upending what experts and researchers say was once a robust reporting system for tracking and identifying the dead.
After months of bombardment and siege, thousands of bodies are still believed to be buried under the rubble, according to Gaza's civil defense force. Others were never brought to a morgue or reported as deceased, and in some cases, shelling or airstrikes have rendered bodies unrecognizable, with only parts or pieces recovered from the scene.
Earlier this week, journalist Talal al-Arouqi was at al-Awda Hospital in Nuseirat, central Gaza, when an ambulance arrived carrying victims from a nearby strike. He captured a photo of one of them: a decapitated child whose arms were also severed. The toddler was one of seven members of the Abu Nada family killed on Tuesday, according to a neighbor.
The IDF did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the strike. Medics brought in two bags filled with body parts of the Abu Nada family, Arouqi said, in what he described as a familiar scene.
But the strain on the system -- including attacks on hospitals and the detention of health-care workers -- has opened the door for criticism of the Gaza Health Ministry's tally, despite the fact that its casualty counts from previous wars have been largely corroborated by independent experts and the United Nations. The State Department has also used the ministry's figures in its reports.
The Gaza Health Ministry's protocol for reporting deaths was "quite reliable" at the start of the war, "which is not to say it captured everything," said Michael Spagat, an economics professor at the University of London and researcher on casualties in armed conflict.
The ministry updated its daily death toll based on the number of bodies in hospital morgues, he said. Medical staff logged the personal information of each casualty, including name, age, gender and identification number.
But as the violence spiraled and Israeli forces besieged several hospitals, including al-Shifa, the territory's largest, the system buckled. The majority of the population was displaced, cellphone and internet networks went down, and the IDF divided northern and southern Gaza, making it increasingly difficult for health-care workers to figure out who died, where and when.
"The quality deteriorated," Spagat said.

A Palestinian man mourns his relatives, 4-day-old twins killed in an Israeli strike, as he holds their birth certificates at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah on Tuesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


Still, in a December article in the Lancet, a peer-reviewed medical journal, researchers from Johns Hopkins University's School of Public Health said that in Gaza, "difficulties obtaining accurate mortality figures should not be interpreted as intentionally misreported data."
"The Gaza MoH has historically reported accurate mortality data," the researchers wrote, adding that they "found no evidence of inflated rates."
In the months since, the ministry has expanded its tally to include vetted cases of people reported dead by family members or local media and has broken down the official toll to include what authorities say is a subset of bodies that are unidentified, or whose identities are only partially confirmed.
It has also released multiple, detailed lists of Palestinians killed in the fighting, the most recent including verified names up until June 30.
"The information we have for this conflict is much better than probably all of the most recent high-profile conflicts," Spagat said, including in Ukraine, Ethiopia, Syria and Sudan, where there are no comparable detailed or publicly available lists of the dead.
In July, the civilian harm watchdog Airwars released a report that used open-source analysis to identify nearly 3,000 Palestinian casualties in the first 17 days of the war. They compared their findings to the Health Ministry's list for the same period and found that 75 percent of the names they found and verified online were a match -- meaning that other casualties had probably gone uncounted by Gaza health officials, said Airwars director Emily Tripp.
The number of deaths excluded from the ministry's official toll is "probably very high," she said, but difficult to determine.
"We have captured incident after incident where people are killed in their homes, are trapped under rubble for days at a time," Tripp said.
In other cases, she added, entire families have been killed in single strikes, leaving no one to report their deaths.
"We are now increasingly finding cases of bodies being identified but we can't tie them to a specific incident," Tripp said. "They are being discovered as people move around to different areas in Gaza."
Hajar Harb in London and Hazem Balousha in Cairo contributed to this report.
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What to know about Olympic boxer Imane Khelif's cyberbullying complaint
French investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult after the gold medalist was targeted in online attacks.
By Rachel Pannett, Victoria Bisset | 2024-08-15

Algeria's Imane Khelif reacts after beating China's Yang Liu in the final match of the 66-kilogram division of women's boxing during the Paris Games on Aug. 9. (Mauro Pimentel/AFP/Getty Images)


Gold medal-winning Olympic boxer Imane Khelif has filed a legal complaint in France for alleged cyber harassment.
The Paris prosecutor's office confirmed in an email Wednesday that it received the case that Khelif filed with its special unit for combating online hate speech. Investigators are looking into charges including gender-based cyber harassment and public insult.
This comes after a flurry of online attacks spreading false claims about her gender. Former president Donald Trump, author J.K. Rowling and billionaire Elon Musk were among those who referred to Khelif as a man or reposted such claims.
Khelif is an Algerian boxer who won gold in the women's 66-kilogram (146-pound) division at the Paris Olympics. During the Games, Khelif faced false claims online that she was a man or transgender.
The International Olympic Committee stood by Khelif as a Russian boxing chief, Umar Kremlev, repeatedly alleged without proof that a test revealed the Algerian boxer had XY chromosomes. 
Khelif "was born female, was registered female, lived her life as a female, boxed as a female, has a female passport," IOC spokesman Mark Adams said in a news conference Aug. 2. "This is not a transgender case."
Kremlev heads the International Boxing Association. The IOC cut ties with the IBA last year over Kremlev's connections to Russian President Vladimir Putin and other scandals. The IOC accused the IBA of running a Russian-backed "disinformation campaign against the Olympic movement."

As female boxer Imane Khelif prepares for competition, International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach stands by female boxers.


Still, online vitriol grew as she advanced through the competition.
Rowling, Musk and Trump were among those who shared posts suggesting Khelif was not a woman after Italian boxer Angela Carini abruptly quit her round-of-16 fight against Khelif after being punched in the face.
In the news conference, Adams said he'd seen a lot of "damaging" misinformation on social media around the boxing case, and encouraged people to put themselves in the shoes of the athletes involved.
A complaint for aggravated cyber harassment was filed with the Paris prosecutor's office, Khelif's attorney, Nabil Boudi, said in a statement Aug. 10 on X, adding that the boxer was subjected to a "misogynistic, racist and sexist campaign."
"The unjust harassment suffered by the boxing champion will remain the biggest stain of these Olympic Games," Boudi said.
Government investigators will look into the allegations and decide whether to submit cyberbullying charges. Under French law, such convictions can result in prison terms or fines.
The complaint did not name the perpetrators, which is common under French law, according to the Associated Press, and gives prosecutors room to investigate anyone who could be culpable.
France has been working to combat cyberbullying and to reduce the dominance of U.S. tech companies. Other French cases of aggravated online harassment have resulted in prosecutions.
Almost 30 people were sentenced this year after a judge found them guilty of the online harassment of a French influencer, French network BFM TV reported, in one of the country's largest cyberbullying cases to date. Lawyers representing the woman said in a news release that the severity of the sentences -- up to 18 months in prison -- was "unprecedented in a case of cyberbullying," according to BFM TV.
Anti-bullying laws made harassment an offense in schools and universities in 2022, punishable with sentences of up to 10 years, and strengthened the obligations of tech companies to moderate school bullying on social media.
Responding to the gender controversy, Khelif said: "I am a woman. I was born a woman and was raised a woman, and I compete as a woman."
After beating China's Liu Yang to claim the gold medal in the welterweight division, Khelif said, "My honor is intact now."
"My message to the world -- the whole world -- is: Hold on to Olympic values and not bully people," she said.
Les Carpenter contributed to this report.
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India pressed U.S. to go easy on Bangladeshi leader before her ouster, officials say
After Indian lobbying, Washington toned down its criticism of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Now both countries must confront whether they mishandled Bangladesh.
By Gerry Shih, Ellen Nakashima, John Hudson | 2024-08-15

Students chant slogans near a vandalized mural of Bangladesh's ousted prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, during a protest on Monday in Dhaka. (Luis Tato/AFP/Getty Images)


NEW DELHI -- A year before she was deposed last week in a student uprising, Indian officials began to lobby their U.S. counterparts to stop pressuring Sheikh Hasina, the ironfisted prime minister of neighboring Bangladesh, according to U.S. and Indian officials.
U.S. diplomats had publicly harangued the 76-year-old Hasina for jailing thousands of her rivals and critics ahead of an election scheduled for last January. The Biden administration had sanctioned a Bangladeshi police unit under Hasina's command accused of carrying out extrajudicial abductions and killings and had threatened imposing visa restrictions on Bangladeshis who undermined democracy or committed human rights abuses.
But in a series of meetings, Indian officials demanded that the United States tone down its pro-democracy rhetoric. If the opposition were allowed to gain power in an open election, Indian officials argued, Bangladesh would become a breeding ground for Islamist groups posing a threat to India's national security.
"You approach it at the level of democracy, but for us, the issues are much, much more serious and existential," said an Indian government adviser who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private talks. "There were a lot of conversations with the Americans where we said, 'This is a core concern for us, and you can't take us as a strategic partner unless we have some kind of strategic consensus.'"
Ultimately, the Biden administration substantially softened its criticism and shelved threats of further sanctions against Hasina's government, disappointing many in Bangladesh. U.S. officials say it was a calculated decision that had little to do with Indian pressure. Many details of the bilateral discussions and U.S. deliberations have not been reported previously.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with his Bangladeshi counterpart, Sheikh Hasina, meet in New Delhi in June. (Arvind Yadav/Hindustan Times/Getty Images)


Now, after protesters defied the army's curfew orders and marched on Hasina's official residence, compelling her to flee to India, policymakers in both New Delhi and Washington are forced to confront whether they mishandled Bangladesh.
"There is always a balancing act in Bangladesh, as there is in many places where the situation on the ground is complicated and you want to work with the partners you have in a way that is not inconsistent with what the American people expect," said a U.S. official, who like several others interviewed spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the matter's diplomatic sensitivity.
In the months leading up to the January election, divisions emerged within the U.S. government over how to handle Bangladesh. Some in the U.S. State Department, including then-Ambassador Peter Haas and other embassy officials, argued for a tougher stance against Hasina, particularly since President Joe Biden had campaigned on a foreign policy plank of restoring democracy, people familiar with the matter said. Haas, who has since retired, declined to comment.
Other U.S. officials felt there was little to be gained from further alienating Hasina and risking the safety of U.S. diplomats, including Haas, who had received threats from Hasina's followers.
Some White House officials also considered the downside of antagonizing India, which made a series of appeals to the U.S. that it moderate its pressure on Hasina, including when Indian Minister of External Affairs S. Jaishankar and Defense Minister Rajnath Singh met with Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in November in New Delhi, according to the people familiar with the matter. Indian national security adviser Ajit Doval also played a key role in presenting the Indian case during a visit to Washington that autumn, one of those people said.
"The U.S. approach to Bangladesh was always one that tried to both be consistent with our values -- and we spoke about those publicly on many occasions -- but also pragmatic about the reality that the situation in Bangladesh was very complicated and that there were a number of interests that we had there and that other countries had there," said the U.S. official. "We needed to try to find a constructive way to engage with that administration, as we do in all places. So our policy was much more about trying to strike a balance between both of those things."
For India, the dramatic developments in Bangladesh have turned a spotlight on its decade-long, all-in bet on Hasina, even as she grew autocratic and unpopular. For the United States, the episode has highlighted a growing dilemma: While India is seen by the Biden administration as a crucial partner in countering China, India itself is increasingly viewed by its smaller neighbors in South Asia as a meddling, aggressively nationalist power under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In January, after Hasina claimed victory in a one-sided election with many of her opponents in jail or in hiding, Indian officials endorsed the election results, fueling calls from the Bangladeshi opposition for a boycott of Indian imports. Last year, in the tiny Indian Ocean country of the Maldives, Mohamed Muizzu rose to power as president by campaigning on an "India Out" platform. And in Sri Lanka, anti-Indian sentiment flared this year after Modi claimed on the campaign trail that his opponents gave India's rightful territory cheaply away to Sri Lanka.

Members of the Bangladeshi Hindu community hold banners and chant slogans against violence targeting the country's minorities during a protest in Dhaka on Friday, days after a student-led uprising ended the 15-year rule of Sheikh Hasina. (Luis Tato/AFP/Getty Images)


"The U.S. has built its relationship with India and has this tendency to defer to its wishes in the region, and probably nowhere was that more evident than Bangladesh," said Jon Danilowicz, a retired U.S. diplomat who served as deputy chief of mission in Dhaka. "But the risk is like Iran 1979: If you're seen as colluding with the dictator, when the dictator falls, you're left playing catch-up." (The United States strongly backed the autocratic shah of Iran before he was overthrown during the Islamic Revolution.)
Now, Danilowicz added, "New Delhi and Washington have to show some humility and acknowledge they got Bangladesh wrong by not siding with the Bangladeshi people and their democratic aspirations."
U.S. officials have strongly disputed the characterization that they were swayed by Indian lobbying. Blinken had led efforts to reduce violence and encourage a fair and free election in its run-up, said a State Department official. "Both Sheikh Hasina herself and opposition leaders said the Secretary's steps reduced violence," the official said. "After the elections, which were neither free nor fair, some criticized the U.S. for not imposing more restrictions on Bangladeshis, falsely attributing this to Indian influence."
After Hasina's ouster, which followed weeks of unrest in which hundreds of protesters were killed, Indian officials have publicly changed tack and expressed willingness to work with whoever comes to power. Last week, Modi sent his "best wishes" to Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel Prize-winning banker who took charge of Bangladesh's interim government, even though he criticized India for backing Hasina. Yunus has called for new, free and fair elections once stability is restored in the country.
The State Department endorsed Yunus, with spokesman Matthew Miller saying the United States hoped to see "the Bangladeshi people decide the future of the Bangladeshi government."
Aside from the United States, India had simultaneously warned other Western governments about the dangers of the opposition Bangladeshi Nationalist Party (BNP) returning to power. "It was intense," recalled an official from a Western country allied with the United States. "They started briefing Western governments that Bangladesh could become the next Afghanistan, that the BNP could lead to instability, violence and terror."
Indian officials say they have reason to feel burned by the Bangladeshi opposition. During the rule of Hasina's rivals, the BNP, in the mid-2000s, militants smuggled weapons to attack northeast India and trained in camps inside Bangladesh with the help of Pakistani intelligence, Indian officials say. Indian and U.S. officials say this experience with BNP rule explained why India had been so adamant on keeping Hasina in power for 15 years.
In recent days, Indian officials have warned that the Jamaat-e-Islami, an Islamist political party, could gain power, and Indian media have reported on a spike in attacks on Bangladesh's Hindu minority population in the days since Hasina was deposed.
BNP leaders, who could win if elections are soon held, say they have met Indian officials in recent years to mend ties and assure them that India -- and Hindus in Bangladesh -- would be safe if India stopped propping up Hasina and the BNP returned.
"We've been in touch with India, trying to tell them, 'Don't put all your eggs in one basket,'" said Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury, a senior BNP leader. "We have tried to assuage whatever concerns India has. It would be stupid for both sides to carry the baggage of the past."
As India grapples with the shock of suddenly losing one of its closest allies, Indian foreign policy circles and media have been awash with speculation that Washington orchestrated the removal of Hasina, who has long had a chilly relationship with the United States. U.S. officials have staunchly denied the claim.
Others in New Delhi say India was to blame for propping up an autocrat for so long. A former senior Indian national security official said it made sense, in theory, to support Hasina, but New Delhi did not grasp the situation on the ground.
"Everybody who came from Dhaka were giving the same feedback that anti-India feelings are at an unprecedented level, yet we calculated that she has full control over the administrative and coercive arms of the state," the former Indian official said. "We thought repeated attempts to destabilize the government have failed, so she will manage again. The truth is, the whole thing just needed a spark to set the whole house on fire."
Nakashima and Hudson reported from Washington.
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Britain hands out prison terms for far-right riots in swift crackdown
More than 1,000 people have been arrested and roughly half of that number charged, police said.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-08-15

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, center, speaks with members of the West Midlands Police Force at Arden Academy in Solihull, England, on Thursday. (Joe Giddens/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- More than 1,000 arrests. Almost 600 charges. And every day, more and more prison terms are handed out, all just weeks after far-right riots erupted across Britain.
"We told you justice would be swift and we wouldn't tolerate this type of criminality," the National Police Chief's Council, a government body that helps British law enforcement, wrote on X on Tuesday as the number of arrests crossed the 1,000 threshold.
This swift justice has been a test for Keir Starmer, barely a month into his job as prime minister after a landslide election victory. Starmer was formerly chief prosecutor for England and Wales, granting him valuable experience in the mechanics of criminal prosecution.
Across the country, courts have been handing out significant prison terms in response to the riots. The BBC reported Tuesday that at least 120 people have already been convicted. Charges range from assaulting a police officer and violent disorder to online offenses, with one woman on Wednesday sentenced to 15 months in prison for calling for attacks on a mosque.

Over the past two weeks, Britain has seen its worst civil unrest in over a decade. Here's how anti-immigrant and anti-Muslim riots swept the country.


The violence erupted after a stabbing attack on July 29 in Southport, North West England, in which three children were killed. Misinformation about the identity of the assailant spurred riots after online posts wrongly identified him as an asylum seeker, with an Arabic name, who had crossed the English Channel illegally. The actual suspect, Axel Rudakubana, was born in Britain to parents from Rwanda.
Police officers were assaulted as they clashed with rioters, shops were looted and mosques were attacked with bricks. Cars were torched. Anti-immigration demonstrators stormed a hotel housing asylum seekers, throwing bricks and chairs at the building.
Protesters marched through the streets, some demanding, "We want our country back," stoking fear among people of color and minority groups.
On Aug. 4, as riots swept the country, Starmer condemned the violence as "far-right thuggery" and vowed that charges and convictions would follow. The government said last week that hundreds of extra places are being opened in Britain's overcrowded prisons to make room for rioters.

Riot police hold back protesters near a burning police vehicle after disorder broke out in Southport, England, on July 30. (Getty Images)


Starmer was Britain's top prosecutor from 2008 to 2013. During that time, he oversaw the first British prosecution of al-Qaeda terrorists and brought forward charges against Tory and Labour politicians caught up in an expenses scandal.
Also during that period, Starmer brought charges for those involved in London's 2011 riots, sparked by the police killing of a Black man named Mark Duggan.  Almost 4,000 people had been arrested within about a month of Duggan's death that August, according to a government report. 
British prosecutions can move at considerable speed. The Jan. 6, 2021, attacks on the U.S. Capitol prompted the largest investigation in U.S. history, but by three years later, only half of the roughly 1,200 people charged had been convicted, according to a Washington Post analysis from January of this year.
The convictions kept coming in British courts Wednesday. A 53-year-old woman was jailed for 15 months over a Facebook post she published amid the unrest on Aug. 3. "Don't protect the mosques. Blow the mosque up with the adults in it," Julie Sweeney wrote, according to the Press Association.
"So-called keyboard warriors like you must learn to take responsibility for your disgusting and inflammatory language," Judge Steven Everett told Chester Crown Court as he issued the sentence.
Others convicted include a 26-year-old man who was sentenced to three years in prison for kicking a police officer. An 18-year-old who threw bricks at police was jailed for a year and a half. A 38-year-old man who hurled racist abuse at police was sentenced to two years and eight months.
The vast majority of those charged have been adult men, including many with criminal histories and links to football hooliganism. But the widespread violence also swept up children, women and the elderly, including a 13-year-old girl who was found guilty on Tuesday at Basingstoke Magistrates' Court.
The girl, who cannot be named in media due to legal restrictions in Britain, was among a crowd that attacked a hotel in Aldershot that housed asylum seekers, the BBC reported.

Police officers in riot gear hold batons during the "Enough Is Enough" demonstration in reaction to the fatal stabbings in Southport, held in Liverpool on Aug. 3. (Peter Powell/AFP/Getty Images)
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Biden's Gaza cease-fire plan teeters on brink ahead of high-stakes talks
Looming over the negotiations are threats by Iran and Hezbollah to strike back against Israel after the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
By John Hudson, Shira Rubin, Karen DeYoung, Susannah George | 2024-08-14

A convoy of Israeli military vehicles moves along the Gaza border to deliver supplies to troops inside the enclave on July 27. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


JERUSALEM -- On the eve of critical negotiations aimed at ending the war in Gaza, the United States finds itself in an unenviable position: relying on the goodwill of Israel and Hamas -- which have resisted a deal for months -- and fearing that another setback could trigger an Iranian attack that risks widening the conflict beyond anyone's control.
The warring parties all have incentives to upend the planned talks in Doha on Thursday, described by President Joe Biden's aides as a "final stage" bid to end a war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and to secure the release of hostages captured by Hamas on Oct. 7. There are 115 hostages still held in Gaza, Israeli officials say; more than 40 are already dead.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is under pressure from members of his far-right cabinet to reject what they call a "surrender deal," and he has been accused by his critics, including some hostage families, of extending the war for his own political survival.
Ghazi Hamad, a member of the Hamas negotiating team, confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday that the group will not attend the Thursday talks, accusing Netanyahu of using them "as a cover to continue his aggression against our people."
Looming over the negotiations are threats by Iran and Hezbollah -- still seething over the twin assassinations of Hamas leader Ismael Haniyeh and top Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr -- to strike back against Israel and reestablish deterrence. Haniyeh, seen as a more pragmatic voice within the movement and a key negotiator, has been replaced as political chief by Yehiya Sinwar, the leader of Hamas in Gaza and an architect of the attack on Oct. 7, when militants killed some 1,200 people in southern Israel.
Diplomats fear it could make the group more inflexible and less willing to compromise. "The trajectory of this crisis and future of this region now rests in hands of Iran; Hezbollah; Sinwar and Benjamin Netanyahu," Aaron David Miller, a Middle East expert who has advised multiple Democratic and Republican administrations, said Tuesday on X. "It's as a depressing thought as one might imagine."
The Biden administration and its mediating partners Qatar and Egypt called for the meeting in the hopes of resolving outstanding differences between the parties after new Israeli demands, according to four officials familiar with the process. Like others in this report, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
In the most recent negotiating session, held in Rome late last month, the officials said, Israel insisted on new terms that went beyond the scope of the framework announced by Biden on May 31. That proposal called for a six-week cease-fire and partial hostage release in its first phase, to be accompanied by the withdrawal of Israeli troops from populated areas and the free return to northern Gaza of civilians who had fled south to escape Israeli bombardment.
Under its new demands, Israel would maintain indefinite military control over the Philadelphi Corridor along the Gaza-Egypt border, as well as the Rafah crossing, and would operate checkpoints between north and south Gaza to monitor the movement of displaced Gazans. Netanyahu has claimed that the changes are consistent with the original framework.
On Wednesday, Biden's regional envoy Amos Hochstein made clear that the United States had run out of patience with parties angling for better terms.
"There's no more time to waste, and there's no more valid excuses from any party for any further delay," Hochstein said during his visit to Lebanon, where he was dispatched to cool tensions between Israel and Hezbollah after months of escalating strikes and counterstrikes.

U.S. special envoy Amos Hochstein leaves a meeting with Lebanon's parliament speaker in Beirut on Wednesday. (AFP/Getty Images)


White House officials were surprised and outraged by the timing of Haniyeh's killing and said they were "deeply concerned" by an Israeli strike Saturday that killed at least 93 people at a school in Gaza City housing displaced Palestinians, according to rescue officials. Israel said it was a command-and-control node for militants.
Yet the Biden administration has continued to rule out using its most powerful leverage over its closest Middle East ally: the conditioning of military aid.
Over the last week, the Biden administration approved about $20 billion in new weapons sales to Israel, including missiles, warplanes and munitions, and authorized the provision of an additional $3.5 billion for Israel to spend on U.S. weapons and military equipment. It also approved continued funding for a controversial Israeli military battalion accused of committing gross violations of human rights, including the abuse of a 78-year-old Palestinian American man who died after being bound and gagged by the unit.
Israel, in turn, has blamed Hamas for the stalled negotiations. The group "continues to set additional terms and has refused to reach an agreement," David Mencer, a spokesperson in the Israeli prime minister's office, said Wednesday. Yet officials familiar with the negotiations have said Hamas's remaining requests, which involve matters such as how and when Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners would be released, are not viewed as significant roadblocks.
Even within Israel there is sharp disagreement over Netanyahu's handling of the talks and how the war in Gaza should end. On Monday, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said in a statement that a hostage deal was a matter of "urgency," and he thanked the United States for its "leadership and commitment to the issue." He also blasted Netanyahu's long-held goal of "total victory" over Hamas as "gibberish," according to leaks in Israeli media.
Netanyahu fired back at Gallant, accusing him of spreading an "anti-Israel narrative" that "harms the possibility of reaching a hostage release deal."
Behind the bluster, Netanyahu has evolved in his outlook toward the talks, according to an Israeli official familiar with his thinking. He "now understands that he needs a deal, that the country is in favor of a deal, that leaving the hostages behind would be a traumatic wound that Israel may not recover from."
Though Hamas has expressed public frustration with the talks and will not attend Thursday, Suhail Al Hindi, a member of its political bureau, said the group was not giving up on the process. Al Hindi said Hamas would reengage if it receives a "clear commitment" from the Israelis on its last proposal.
One of the officials familiar with the negotiations said Hamas has informed mediators that it is willing to meet with them after the Thursday session if there are developments or a serious response from Israel.
State Department deputy spokesman Vedant Patel said Tuesday that Qatari diplomats "have assured us that they will work to have Hamas represented."
"We fully expect these talks to move forward as they should," said Patel.

A banner in downtown Tehran this month shows the late Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, left, joining hands with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Yet the killing of Haniyeh could present an added obstacle, officials fear, given his previous status as the final decision-maker in Hamas's political office and his intuitive understanding of what would be acceptable to Sinwar -- believed by Israeli officials to be in hiding, surrounded by hostages, in the tunnels beneath Gaza.
Haniyeh was key in negotiating the Hamas offer this summer, described as significant by U.S. officials because it appeared to meet the conditions set out in the framework agreement announced by Biden. At the time, the president said Israel had agreed to the terms.
CIA Director William J. Burns, Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and Egyptian intelligence chief Abbas Kamel will take part in the meeting Thursday, said officials familiar with the situation. White House Middle East adviser Brett McGurk is also expected in the region.
Israel will be represented by David Barnea, the head of the Mossad, as well as Shin Bet chief Ronen Bar and Maj. Gen. Nitzan Alon. Most critically, according to Netanyahu's office, they will have a mandate to negotiate, which has not always been the case over months of on-again, off-again talks.
As Washington strives for a diplomatic breakthrough in Doha, it is also nervously watching the movement of military assets in Iran, which has promised to "punish" Israel for assassinating Haniyeh in a Tehran guesthouse. Though Israel has neither confirmed nor denied its role, it told U.S. officials immediately afterward that it was responsible.
On Monday, the U.S. Navy deployed more vessels to the eastern Mediterranean Sea, where they will join a squadron of F-22 Raptors, naval cruisers and destroyers, and the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier -- positioned to defend Israel from a possible attack by Iran and its proxies.
In April, after a deadly Israeli strike near an Iranian diplomatic facility in Syria, Tehran launched more than 300 drones and missiles toward Israel, a large but well-choreographed assault that Israel was able to repel with help from a U.S.-led military alliance. How Iran might strike this time, and the extent to which its plans hinge on the outcome of talks in Doha, remain open questions.
"What we have heard from Iran is that their retaliation has nothing to do with the negotiations, they are two separate files because the retaliation is a response to an attack on Iran's sovereignty," a Hamas official told The Post on Wednesday, speaking on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media.
"But it is possible that if there were serious efforts for a cease-fire deal, the overall situation could improve," he added.
It is an assessment that Biden appears to share. When asked by reporters Tuesday if a Gaza cease-fire deal might persuade Iran to refrain from a retaliatory attack against Israel, he responded: "That's my expectation."
Rubin reported from Tel Aviv, DeYoung from Washington and George from Beirut. Hazem Balousha in Cairo, Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv and Yasmeen Abutaleb in Washington contributed to this report.
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Ukraine unleashes attacks on Russian airfields amid Kursk offensive
After rushing reinforcements to Kursk and announcing a "counterterrorism" operation, Russian forces have failed to halt the nine-day incursion.
By Robyn Dixon, David   Stern | 2024-08-14

Volunteers sort humanitarian aid for residents of the Kursk region at the humanitarian collection point for Moscow Helps in Moscow on Wednesday. (Yuri Kochetkov/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Ukraine's military mounted its largest drone attack on Russian airfields since the 2022 invasion, targeting four key sites deep inside Russian territory with dozens of drones overnight, as its forces continued their advance in the Kursk region of southern Russia.
After rushing reinforcements to Kursk and announcing a "counterterrorism" operation led by top commanders, Russian forces have failed to halt the nine-day incursion, despite daily announcements from military officials that Ukrainian forces had been stopped.
A Ukrainian intelligence official said that Kyiv attacked an air base in Savasleyka, more than 400 miles from the Ukrainian border, near Nizhny Novgorod. The base houses MiG-31 warplanes that launch Kinzhal missiles, among Russia's most advanced weapons. About 10 explosions were reported at the base, according to Russian independent media, quoting locals.
Air raid alerts sound in Kyiv and across Ukraine -- sometimes numerous times in one day -- each time an MiG-31 takes off, as Kinzhal missiles have the capability of striking locations throughout the country.
"We are waiting for satellite photos with destroyed Russian fighters and warehouses," the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject.
Nizhny Novgorod governor Gleb Nikitin said on the social media site Telegram that Russian air defenses were working to suppress the attack and "minimize the consequences." He said no casualties had been reported.
Video aired on Russian Telegram channels showed a distant fiery blast, followed by the sound of a large explosion. Another showed a drone flying overhead.
Ukraine has had success destroying Russian warplanes with drone attacks on airfields deep inside Russian territory, but is barred by its Western partners from using Western weapons, such as long-range missiles, to do so.
In addition to Savasleyka, the official said there were attacks on airfields in Voronezh, Borisoglebsk and Kursk, targeting bases for warplanes that fire the heavy glide bombs, locally known as KABs, that have devastated Ukrainian defenses over the past year.
The official described the airfield attacks as "a specially planned operation so that the enemy could not use these airfields for KAB strikes on the front line and Ukrainian cities."
On Wednesday, Ukraine's General Staff said in a post on X that its forces had shot down a Russian Su-34 fighter-bomber overnight. "The work to eliminate the occupiers, their equipment and weapons continues unceasingly," the post said.
Russia's Defense Ministry confirmed large-scale drone attacks in various parts of Russia and said 147 drones had been shot down.
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian attack on the Kursk region continues, with the commander of the military, Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrsky, telling President Volodymyr Zelensky that his forces had advanced an additional one to two kilometers (up to 1.2 miles) in the Kursk region in the past 24 hours.
Zelensky appeared to signal that Kyiv's forces may be there for some time, announcing the creation of military command posts "if necessary," after a meeting to discuss securing the area and distributing humanitarian aid to Russian civilians.
Vyacheslav Gladkov, governor of Russia's southern region of Belgorod, which is adjacent to the Kursk region, announced a state of emergency throughout the region because of Ukrainian attacks.
"The situation in our Belgorod region continues to be extremely difficult and tense," he said in a Telegram address. "Daily shelling by the Ukrainian armed forces. Destroyed houses, wounded and killed civilians."
He called for a federal state of emergency to step up assistance to the regions impacted by the Ukrainian attacks. The incursion has left tens of thousands of Russians feeling shocked and betrayed by the lack of a strong response from Moscow in the immediate aftermath of the Ukrainian assault.
More than 130,000 people have been evacuated from Kursk and Belgorod since last week.
Ukraine's surprise incursion last week, taking advantage of Russia's thin defenses in the Kursk region, has boosted flagging Ukrainian morale and altered calculations in the slow, grinding war of attrition that has seen massive casualties on both sides.
Ukraine's attack has tested President Vladimir Putin and humiliated Russian military officials, with nationalist military bloggers calling for the dismissal of the commanders who were responsible.
But it has not altered the fundamental balance in a war in which Kyiv remains outmanned and outgunned by a far larger enemy, with Western military aid dribbling in too slowly to enable a Ukrainian victory.
On Tuesday, Lithuanian Defense Minister Laurynas Kasciunas told Zelensky in a meeting in Kyiv that Russia had begun to redeploy forces from the Kaliningrad region -- a Russian area that lies west of Lithuania on the Baltic Sea -- to Kursk.
Kasciunas said he told Lithuanians to "look at how the Ukrainians are fighting for you [and] because of their struggle, Russia needs to withdraw its troops from Kaliningrad."
Ukrainian officials have not outlined their plans in Kursk, but as their forces push deeper into Russian territory, the risks will grow along with the potential for losses, according to military analysts.
"Ukraine protects itself and the lives of its people in border communities and takes active actions on Russian territory," Zelensky said in a post on Telegram on Wednesday. "Our forces strictly comply with the requirements of international conventions and international humanitarian law."
Syrsky reported that Ukrainian forces were in control of the town of Sudzha in Kursk, a claim contested Wednesday by Apti Alaudinov, the Russian commander of the Akhmat special forces in the region.
However, a Ukrainian television crew reporting from Sudzha filmed a team of Ukrainian soldiers removing the Russian flag from a building in the town. Traffic was flowing and there was no sign of a Russian presence in the area, according to the video.
The report said that Ukrainian forces were distributing food to Russians who were emerging from their basements after a week of airstrikes.
"We are advancing in the Kursk region, one to two kilometers in various areas since the beginning of the day," Zelensky said in a separate post on X. "We have captured more than 100 Russian servicemen during this period. I am grateful to everyone involved; this will accelerate the return of our guys and girls home."
On Tuesday, he said that hundreds of Russian soldiers had surrendered earlier.
The Kursk incursion has stretched Russian forces, preventing Moscow from deploying additional troops to Donetsk in eastern Ukraine, where Russia has steadily advanced in recent months while taking huge casualties.
Zelensky said he was "not forgetting our eastern front for a second. I have instructed the commander in chief to strengthen this direction using the equipment and supplies currently provided by our partners."
The common thread in the Kursk attacks and the drone strikes on Russian airfields is Kyiv's message to Moscow that Russian planes, bombs and missiles nestled inside its territory are not protected from Ukrainian attacks.
Ukrainian presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak said in a post on X on Wednesday that the war in Ukraine was viewed by many global observers as "a laboratory where the next big geopolitical conflict is being simulated."
On Tuesday, President Joe Biden said that U.S. officials had been in "direct" and "constant" contact with their Ukrainian counterparts during the Kursk operations. "It's creating a real dilemma for Putin," Biden said.
Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to step down next month
Kishida said he will stand down as leader of the Liberal Democratic Party, and therefore as prime minister, to allow the party to recover from recent scandals.
By Michelle Lee, Julia Mio Inuma | 2024-08-14

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said Aug. 14 that he's not seeking reelection and will step down next month.


TOKYO -- Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, who shepherded the U.S.-Japan alliance to its strongest point and ramped up his country's defense spending in an increasingly volatile Asia-Pacific region, has announced he is to step down as leader of his party and, therefore, the country.
During his three years as Japan's prime minister, Kishida shone on the diplomatic stage, becoming a leading voice in Asia against Russia's invasion of Ukraine, warning it could embolden China to attack Taiwan and spark a regional war.
But at home, he faltered. Public anger over his handling of two major scandals involving his ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and rising inflation prompted him to announce Wednesday that he would not seek reelection as the LDP's leader next month, which will automatically bring an end to his tenure as prime minister.
"Trust in politics, and gaining trust from the people, is important," Kishida said at a news conference.
"I have come to this decision because I believe that the first step to show that the LDP has changed is for me to step down," he said. "As the ruling party, I hope for the LDP to earn the trust of the people, and lead a dignified path in advancing its policies with the people's understanding and sympathy."
Kishida's decision will not lead to a general election but instead triggers an open race within his party to become the next prime minister of the world's fourth-largest economy. His successor will face a steep challenge in rebuilding public trust, experts say.
"I think the public will give Prime Minister Kishida a certain amount of credit, given the fact that he stepped down gracefully," said Yu Uchiyama, professor of political science at the University of Tokyo. "However ... in order for the LDP to regain a certain amount of trust, they will need to elect a leader who can give a clear impression of change."
His successor is not likely to fundamentally alter Japan's foreign policy, security alliance with the United States or its plans to bolster its defense capabilities, analysts say. The ruling party has been in power almost continuously for nearly seven decades, and believes in a strong U.S.-Japan alliance.
Although the LDP is expected to maintain continuity in its foreign policy, the next prime minister could bring a "feistier" sensibility to managing the alliance, said Tobias Harris, an expert on Japanese politics and founder of Japan Foresight, a consultancy.
Potential successors include continuity candidates such as Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, who would become Japan's first female prime minister; Minister for Economic Security Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line nationalist unlikely to pursue Kishida's effort to improve relations with South Korea; and former defense minister Shigeru Ishiba, who has called for Japan to take a more active role in deciding how American forces are deployed here.
The slate of likely contenders is diverse and reflects broader political turmoil in the party that could have implications for whether Japan will deliver on the promises made under Kishida, Harris said.
"For all the promises and pledges that you've gotten from Kishida over the last few years, you just can't assume that you're going to have a Japanese government that ... will have the strength domestically to deliver on everything," Harris said.

Kishida, front right, holds a working lunch with fellow Group of Seven leaders during their summit in Hiroshima, Japan, in May 2023. (Japan Pool/Jiji Press/AFP/Getty Images)


Kishida, 67, is Japan's third prime minister since 2012. He followed his father and grandfather, who were both lawmakers, into politics, winning his father's seat in Hiroshima upon his death in 1993.
He moved up the ranks of the LDP and was the longest-serving postwar foreign minister under former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, and became prime minister in October 2021.
Kishida on Wednesday touted his major accomplishments as prime minister -- including hosting the Group of Seven nations in his family's hometown of Hiroshima, improving relations with South Korea and building ties with "Global South" nations wary of China's military and economic rise.
Less than five months after Kishida took office in October 2021, Moscow invaded Ukraine. Kishida abandoned Japan's efforts to mend ties with Russia to resolve a long-standing territorial dispute and joined Western countries in imposing sanctions on Moscow.
Instead, Kishida has become an outspoken critic of Russia and its leader, Vladimir Putin, coining a phrase echoed by U.S. allies and partners: "Ukraine today may be East Asia tomorrow."
If Russia prevails, "it would show that force can actually bring benefits, even when breaking international law. If so, what would happen to East Asia? We must not allow any country to receive the wrong message," Kishida said in an April interview with The Washington Post.
On Wednesday, Kishida also highlighted the first-of-its-kind summit with President Joe Biden and South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol at Camp David last August, during which the three leaders announced new measures on defense, technology, education and other key areas of cooperation -- marking a "new era" to the trilateral relationship.
Japan is now at the center of the U.S. strategy to counter China through what American officials call a "latticework" of groupings between like-minded nations, and Kishida has played a key role in cementing this strategy. The United States and Japan are now taking their first concrete steps toward a more robust military partnership.
"Both he and the president have decided not to seek reelection. But the Biden-Kishida era will be remembered as a golden era in the U.S.-Japan alliance," U.S. Ambassador to Japan Rahm Emanuel said in an interview Wednesday. "On the security front, diplomatic front, economic front, political front, the alliance has been totally modernized."
Yet despite his diplomatic achievements, Kishida faced mounting troubles at home, not least on the economic front.
Despite his promises to usher in an era of economic growth under a plan dubbed the "New Form of Capitalism," the public grew increasingly frustrated with the economy during his tenure.
The weak yen has led to higher import prices that were passed onto Japanese consumers. That contributed to inflation after decades of deflation, and the wage increases have not kept pace.
Kishida's party has also been mired in political scandals that undermined his leadership.
Last December, prosecutors launched a criminal investigation into allegations that dozens of LDP lawmakers had failed to disclose income they received from fundraising events. It was one of the biggest controversies to hit the ruling party in decades. Several cabinet members resigned, and public support for Kishida began plummeting.
In response, the LDP said it would dissolve its factions and 39 members of the party were punished. But those steps failed to reassure the public that the party had made true reforms.
Before the fundraising scandal, the LDP had already been facing ongoing public scrutiny over its ties with the Unification Church, which came to light in the aftermath of the 2022 assassination of Abe, then the former prime minister.
The alleged shooter said he was upset over Abe's ties to the Unification Church, to which the man's mother had donated large amounts of family money.
Kishida on Wednesday acknowledged that the corruption scandals had destroyed the public's trust in his party and that it was necessary for him to step down for the public to regain confidence.
But experts say the LDP has a long way to go, even after Kishida leaves office.
"Unlike scandals centered on a certain individual, for both the Unification Church and fundraising scandals, the problem was within the LDP as a whole," said Shinichi Nishikawa, a political science professor at Meiji University. "So it is unlikely that trust in the LDP will be restored anytime soon, regardless of who becomes the leader of the LDP."
Kishida's announcement Wednesday comes after historically low approval ratings, and surveys that showed an overwhelming majority thought Kishida should be replaced as LDP leader in the September election.
The LDP will on Aug. 20 announce the date of next month's LDP leadership race. Kishida will remain party leader until a new leader is elected.
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What's happening with grocery prices?
Vice President Kamala Harris is poised to unveil a proposal on "price gouging" for food and groceries.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-08-15

A family shops in the bread aisle at a Safeway in Oakland, Calif., on Aug. 14. (John G Mabanglo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Vice President Kamala Harris is poised to unveil a proposal on "price gouging" for food and groceries on Friday. The move comes as Harris is trying to define her own economic agenda since she took control of the Democratic ticket just a few weeks ago.
For countless Americans, grocery prices are some of the most tangible reminders of higher-than-normal inflation, and the sticker shock often weighs on people's impressions of the economy. Generally, food prices have been trending down, but they are still higher than before the pandemic.
A steep rise in inflation pulled up food prices way up. But the latest snapshot from the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed that overall, food prices were up 2.2 percent in July compared with the year before. Groceries were up a more modest 1.1 percent, resembling the growth in that category the past several months.
A handful of grocery categories saw some price increases in July, including meats and eggs, fruits and vegetables, and nonalcoholic beverages. Others saw slight declines, such as cereals and bakery products, along with dairy.
Inflation has made major progress since peaking two years ago. On Wednesday, government data showed inflation had hit its lowest level since spring 2021, with prices cooling broadly across the economy.
Over the past few years, supply chain issues or disease outbreaks triggered sudden food price increases. Flour shortages led to higher costs for bakery items, for example, and a severe outbreak of bird flu affected egg prices. Higher wages for workers at processing plants, warehouses and grocery stores have also contributed to rising costs.
Lately, though, food costs have stayed relatively stable and housing costs have persisted as the main driver of overall inflation.
Late Wednesday, the Harris campaign said she would push for the "first-ever federal ban" on food price hikes, including broad new powers for federal authorities. The announcement comes as Harris also plans to detail her plans to lower prescription drug prices and housing costs.
Details of the plan are still unclear. But the campaign said the aim is to enact the ban within the first 100 days of her presidency if Harris is elected. That would include directing the Federal Trade Commission to impose "harsh penalties" on firms that break new limits on "price gouging," according to the campaign.
Inflation routinely polls as one of the top reasons people don't think the economy is working for them. And even though inflation has come way down -- from a peak of 9.1 percent annually to 2.9 percent -- price levels for myriad items are still significantly higher than just a few years ago.
That's especially true for costs for the basics. In the summer of 2022, gas prices that topped $5 per gallon shook people's confidence in the economy. Now, groceries are often top of mind, especially for lower-income Americans with less room in their budgets to absorb the strain or shift their purchases toward cheaper items.
Jeff Stein contributed to this report.
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Surprise jump in retail sales casts aside recession fears
Americans are still spending big -- on cars, appliances and furniture -- in a surprise burst of activity that's propelling the U.S. economy and helping shake off fears of an impending downturn.
By Abha Bhattarai | 2024-08-15

People shop at a store in Brooklyn on Aug. 14, 2024, in New York City. Stocks rose Thursday as retail sales came in stronger than expected in July, a day after the latest consumer price index report showed that consumer price inflation slowed down. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Americans are still spending big -- on cars, appliances and furniture -- in a surprise burst of activity that's propelling the U.S. economy and helping shake off fears of an impending downturn.
Retail sales rose 1 percent in July, reversing a June slowdown and marking the largest jump in more than two years, according to new Commerce Department data released Thursday. Car sales were particularly brisk, after a cyberattack disrupted purchases the previous month. But there were gains across the board at restaurants and bars, as well as stores that sell groceries, electronics, furniture and health goods.
Also, Walmart, the country's largest retailer, reported stronger-than-expected earnings on Thursday and lifted its forecasts for the rest of the year, citing continued consumer resilience.
"Everybody's trying to talk down the economy but pay attention to what people are doing: They are increasing their spending. " said Gus Faucher, chief economist at PNC Financial Services Group. "That's an indication the economy remains solid."
The upbeat reports, which came on the heels of an encouraging inflation snapshot this week, helped assuage investors' fears of an imminent recession. Last week, the markets plunged on fears the economy was headed for a downturn following a dour July jobs report.
However, all three major stock market indices ticked up Thursday morning on the strong retail sales, with the Dow Jones Industrial Average rising 330 points, or about 1 percent.
Still, major companies including Home Depot, PepsiCo and Disney have recently warned that consumers are cutting back and trading down. Credit card delinquencies are rising, especially among low- and middle-income households, in a sign of growing financial strain.
"Consumers are still spending, but they're also being more selective," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG. "They're saying 'I've had it with high prices' and are making trade-offs where they can."
Although Americans emerged from covid flush with extra cash, they have more than burned through that money. A new report from the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco shows that, despite a spike in liquid wealth in 2020, U.S. households are now in worse financial shape than they would've been if the covid crisis hadn't happened.
Middle- and lower-income households, for example, had about 13 percent less in liquid wealth at the end of March than they would have if pre-pandemic trends had continued, bank researchers found, adding that there's also been a "notable increase" in credit card delinquency rates as people draw down their savings.
"Smaller financial cushions and heightened credit stress ... pose a risk to future consumer spending growth," the report found.
Despite those headwinds, economic spending data has largely remained rosy, in part because the wealthiest Americans drive much of the country's economic growth. Consumer spending makes up roughly 70 percent of the U.S. economy, and within that, the top 20 percent of households account for roughly 45 percent of overall spending, according to estimates from Morgan Stanley.
"Low- and middle-income households are feeling the brunt of high inflation, but the lion's share of U.S. consumer spending comes from the wealthiest consumers," said Ryan Sweet, chief U.S. economist at Oxford Economics. "And they're still out there, juicing the economy."
That growing gap is evident at some of the country's largest companies. Walmart's improving sales, up 4.8 percent in the most recent quarter, was in large part because more high-income households were shopping at the discount retailer to save money.
Meanwhile, Disney this month attributed disappointing earnings to "a moderation in consumer demand," but noted that while lower-income consumer are "feeling a little bit of stress," wealthier ones are doubling down on international travel.
The Vacationeer, a Disney-focused travel agency in Florida, has seen a drop-off in demand for theme parks and other "land-based" entertainment, according to owner Jonathan de Araujo. But wealthy clients are continuing to book extravagant cruises, more than making up for the pullback among middle-income families.
"If I were only selling Disney World tickets, my sales would be down this year," de Araujo said. "There's no question that when you're at the parks, it's less busy than it was last summer or two summers ago. But it's not like those sales have evaporated; there are plenty of people who are still spending."
In Portland, Fulton House Bed & Breakfast is having a banner summer. But bookings for the rest of the year are few and far between, according to manager Kevin Waring.
"This summer has been great, things have really, really picked up," he said. "But the rest of the year? I'm not sure. Maybe those bookings will come in a little later in the fall."
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Work Advice: Can I opt out of discussing religious podcasts at work?
A reader wants to opt out of a boss's discussions of religious podcasts on leadership.
By Karla Miller | 2024-08-15

(iStock)


Reader: I work for a city, and our city manager leads weekly staff meetings where she covers work-related topics such as budgets, team building and leadership. The meetings have been good.
However, she has now asked us to listen to a weekly religious podcast about leadership so we can then discuss it in our meetings. The podcast discusses Bible stories, talks about God and is led by a minister. She says that even though it's religious, HR said she is allowed to do this because anyone can opt out of it.
She does make an attempt to secularize the discussions. For example, she'll say, "the podcast says to pray about the situation, but for those who are not religious, you can just think about the situation."
How can I get out of attending these religious discussions at work without bad consequences? Even though she says it's not mandatory, I really don't want to be the person who chooses to skip staff meetings. I have no idea if she would be cool with my not attending or if it would cause me problems either immediately or down the road. I suppose I could just go along and not contribute to the conversation.
Karla: I empathize with the discomfort of being bombarded with language and idioms based in beliefs you don't share. It's not oppression, exactly, but it is a discomfiting reminder that not everyone understands freedom of religion to include freedom from religion -- especially not their own.
Like it or not, a manager's expression of personal faith influences workplace culture. When that manager is citing biblical parables as a source of guidance, it can be hard to tell whether they're simply sharing their own beliefs as an invitation to others to do the same, or whether they're trying to make sure the language of their beliefs dominates the discourse and the decision-making. When that manager is a public servant in a taxpayer-funded office, it becomes a micro-example of our nation's intensifying debate over separation of church and state.
It's hard for me to see beyond the urge to protect that separation. So I turned to Jonathan Segal, an employment attorney at Duane Morris who specializes in finding balance among "people of faith, different faiths and no faith but good faith."
Segal said he has noticed an uptick in faith-related conflicts in the workplace, such as the clash between some conservative belief systems and the rights of LGBTQ workers as well as stereotype-laden disputes about the ongoing war in Gaza. Of all the forms workplace discrimination takes, Segal says, religious issues are especially tricky to navigate because the parties in conflict may have equally compelling legal rights: "One person's deeply felt religious view may be another person's discomfort -- and both can be right."
As an employee in a non-faith-based work environment, you generally have the right not to be compelled to listen to or join religious discussions -- but your manager also has a right not to face "hostility" toward her expression of faith, Segal cautions. (He notes that "case law differs" on how public-sector versus private-sector employers should handle religious expression -- but either way, he's in favor of using diplomacy and balance to avoid litigation.)
It's also worth weighing your rights against what's in your best interests professionally. Even if you're not being intentionally excluded, opting to exclude yourself from these meetings could be damaging in less obvious ways; you could miss out on substantive discussions of work matters, as well as bonding or networking opportunities "that would benefit [you or drive your] advancement in the organization," Segal says.
Whatever approach you choose, "you're always better starting off with assuming goodwill," Segal says. For example, even if it comes across as an afterthought, it's a good sign that your manager suggests "think" as a secular alternative to "pray." If you opt to attend the discussions, with or without listening to the podcasts, Segal suggests you politely prompt your boss to continue summarizing key points in generic, secular language, so the core message about leadership is not lost on you. If the concepts she's sharing are universal, equally applicable to the workforce as to a congregation, this should be easy.
You might even ask your manager whether she is willing to let team members take turns recommending other leadership podcasts they find meaningful. If nothing else, it would require her to practice what she preaches about being open to learning from those of differing beliefs.
Or you may just want to take your boss's word for it that you're allowed to pass on the podcast recaps. In that case, if she's not already doing so, Segal suggests asking her to reserve the discussions for the beginning or end of her meetings, so anyone opting out of them can still attend the remainder of the meeting without fear of missing vital work matters. (Yet another argument for making sure every meeting adheres to a written agenda.)
Again, this all involves assuming goodwill on your manager's part. Whether it works depends on whether she is capable of managing without a bias for ideological proximity. If she isn't -- if you suspect that you or anyone else is being subtly punished for choosing not to participate in her faith-infused forums -- it may be time to turn to HR or a lawyer.
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Kamala Harris to propose ban on 'price gouging' for food, groceries
The vice president's policy approach is expected to largely mirror President Joe Biden's, with changes in rhetoric and some key aspects.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-08-15

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks with the press before departing on Air Force 2 at Detroit Metro Airport on Aug. 8. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris on Friday will unveil a proposed ban on "price gouging" in the grocery and food industries, embracing a strikingly populist proposal in her most significant economic policy announcement since becoming the Democratic Party's nominee.
In a statement released late Wednesday night, the Harris campaign said that if elected, she would push for the "first-ever federal ban" on food price hikes, with sweeping new powers for federal authorities. Harris on Friday will also announce plans to lower prescription drug and housing costs, the campaign said.
Harris's plans amount to a sharp escalation in the economic populism even of President Joe Biden, who had already pulled the party to the left on economic policy compared with his Democratic predecessors. While offering some overtures to the business elite, Harris is attempting to respond to intense voter frustration over rising prices -- particularly grocery prices -- with a far-reaching proposal.
Harris's plan will include "the first-ever federal ban on price gouging on food and groceries -- setting clear rules of the road to make clear that big corporations can't unfairly exploit consumers to run up excessive corporate profits on food and groceries," the campaign said in a statement.
The exact details of the campaign's plan were not immediately clear, but Harris said she would aim to enact the ban within her first 100 days, in part by directing the Federal Trade Commission to impose "harsh penalties" on firms that break new limits on "price gouging." The statement did not define price gouging or "excessive" profits.
Republican and many Democratic economists see mandatory price controls as a counterproductive form of government intervention that discourages firms from producing enough supply to meet demand.
"This represents a return to the lazy, failed economic policies of the 1970s, when price controls proved to be a disaster for the economy," said Brian Riedl, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, a conservative-leaning think tank. "It shows Harris is pandering for easy answers on the economy, even more aggressively than Biden had. Biden had talked about price gouging but was not this aggressive, seeking reforms to actually ban it."
Harris's policy announcement comes as Democratic policymakers have been looking for clues into her plans for the economy. Biden staffed his White House and key regulatory agencies with appointments significantly to the left of President Barack Obama's team; and on a range of policies -- antitrust, trade, labor rights, industrial policy -- he shattered the party consensus that had prevailed since the Clinton administration, pushing for more government intervention in nearly every facet of the nation's economy.

Harris and Deputy Commerce Secretary Donald Graves, second from right, leave Rewild plant shop in D.C. last year. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


Much of Harris's approach so far suggests continuity with Biden's policymaking, including her selection as a running mate of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, who has enacted a state child tax credit and universal free school lunch, among other liberal policies.
Beyond her interest in advancing the "care agenda," such as child care and paid family leave, Harris has also been a stalwart ally of labor unions, making one of her first campaign stops with the United Auto Workers. Within the administration, Harris was a strong advocate of reducing medical and student debt and played a role in the administration's work to crack down on "junk fees."
Deputy Commerce Secretary Donald Graves is viewed as a potential top economic adviser to Harris if she is elected, as are Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo, longtime advisers Rohini Kosoglu and Mike Pyle, and top Treasury official Brian Nelson, who recently joined her campaign team, according to five current and former administration officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private relationships.
Other advisers include Brian Deese, who served as Biden's top economic adviser, and Gene Sperling, who previously served in the Clinton, Obama and Biden administrations and recently joined the campaign's policy team. Grace Landrieu is the campaign's policy director.

Harris meets with business executives in 2021 at the White House to discuss economic development in the so-called Northern Triangle countries of El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


On many key policy questions, however, tensions are lingering within the Democratic Party over what Harris's views are and how she might break with Biden.
The biggest potential change may be in how she approaches business. Harris met with JPMorgan chief executive Jamie Dimon in March, for instance, and has had a long-standing relationship with financier Blair Effron and Lazard President Raymond J. McGuire, an early supporter, said two other people familiar with the matter, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. The Business Roundtable, a group of the nation's leading executives, has also invited Harris to speak and is in touch with her team. (A BRT spokeswoman pointed out that was in practice with the organization's policy and that it is also talking with Trump's team. Trump spoke to the group earlier this year.)
"Her team is smart to acknowledge there's a buildup of pressure in parts of the business community and it's worth talking to them," said Zach Butterworth, who led private sector engagement for the White House and is now at Lafayette Advisors, a strategic advisory firm. "She knows they're an important voice."
But liberals have grown concerned that these olive branches could be used to poke holes in their plans.
On antitrust policy, the Harris campaign has faced calls to make clear that she stands behind Lina Khan, the crusading former law professor whom Biden tapped to lead the Federal Trade Commission, after a top donor said he hopes Harris replaces Khan. Some advisers say it makes little sense for Harris to preemptively vow to stand by Khan -- especially on a matter that they believe is of little interest to voters in the Rust Belt. But her long-standing ties to tech executives in California -- often the targets of Khan and Gary Gensler, chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission -- have deepened suspicions among some critics of Silicon Valley that she could reverse Biden's tough approach to the industry, including on cryptocurrencies and AI regulation.
For now, considerations on policy will probably be driven almost entirely by ensuring Democrats win the presidential election. The Trump campaign is repeatedly attacking Biden and Harris's work on policy, with Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt on Wednesday saying in a statement: "Under Kamala Harris, everything costs 20 percent more than it did under President Trump. ... America cannot afford another four years of Kamala's failed economic policies.
Harris last weekend endorsed Trump's proposal to eliminate taxes on tips, despite the consensus among Democratic policy experts that such a measure is badly designed and unfair. Some advisers have also suggested to the campaign that Harris embrace a tax cut for small businesses to distance herself from the party's liberal base, or signal a warmer view of the crypto industry than other Democrats.
But her plan to combat prices in food and groceries has suggested that Harris may even move left of Biden on some economic policies. Grocery prices have remained roughly flat over the past year, rising only 1 percent, but have jumped 26 percent since 2019, according to Elizabeth Pancotti, director of special initiatives at the Roosevelt Institute, a left-leaning think tank.
"It's hard to get down an aisle in the grocery store without finding an example of price gouging or price fixing, and it's costing us dearly," said Lindsay Owens, executive director of the Groundwork Collaborative, a left-leaning think tank. "It's wonderful to see the vice president unleash a suite of policy proposals to crack down on these cheaters and protect Americans' pocketbooks."
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Inflation hits lowest level since spring 2021, most likely teeing up rate cuts
For months, officials have said they won't trim borrowing costs until they're confident that inflation is easing to normal levels.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-08-14

Families and households are feeling long-awaited relief from increased prices, especially on key budget items such as food and housing. (Eduardo Munoz Alvarez/AP)


Inflation dropped in July to its lowest level in three years on an annual basis, setting up the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates soon to take pressure off the economy.
The snapshot was the clearest indication yet that inflation is heading back to normal levels from 40-year highs -- without a recession. Central bankers won't be caught celebrating, scarred by years of unexpected twists that repeatedly upended the Fed's inflation fight. But officials will close out the summer with the surest sense yet that it's time to loosen up on the economic brakes, possibly starting next month.
That would mean some breathing room for households and businesses trying to get mortgages or auto loans, or grow their businesses. For two years, high interest rates have been an added strain for those also struggling under the weight of high prices, especially for basics like food and gas. Now, more relief is in sight -- even though the run-up in inflation means prices are still significantly higher than they were just a few years ago.
"This is pretty much in line with what the Fed expected and hoped," said Douglas Holtz-Eakin, president of the conservative American Action Forum. "I had always felt the [Fed's] language had pretty much locked them into a rate cut in September. This essentially guarantees it, unless we get something really bizarre."
Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed July's annual inflation rate hit 2.9 percent, dipping below 3 percent for the first time since March 2021, when price increases took off on the heels of the pandemic. A core measure that strips out volatile categories such as food and energy also saw the smallest 12-month increase since April 2021.
Markets climbed on the news, posting modest gains at Wednesday's close.
For months, Fed officials have said they won't trim borrowing costs until they're confident inflation is easing to normal levels. Now that they've come about as close as possible, officials are increasingly acknowledging the risks of keeping rates too high for too long. Already, hiring has slowed down, and global markets are jittery over whether the Fed might have put too much pressure on the economy overall.
Housing continued to dominate the inflation snapshot, with shelter costs accounting for nearly 90 percent of the monthly increase. Rent costs have been cooling for some time now, but economists are still puzzled about why that shift didn't show up in official statistics until this summer. July saw a slight backpedal, with a key rent gauge rising a smidgen more than in previous months. (The widespread expectation is inflation won't come down all the way to normal until there's major headway on the housing component.)
Energy costs stayed level after a few months of declines. Indexes for car insurance and household furnishings were also up. Meanwhile, costs for used cars and trucks, medical care, airline fares and apparel dropped in July compared with June.
In the meantime, families and households are feeling long-awaited relief from price increases, especially on key budget items such as food and housing. Gas costs are down compared with last year.
In the backdrop, Republicans and Democrats are crisscrossing the country trying to attract voters to their economic agendas. Inflation routinely polls as a top reason many Americans don't think the economy is working for them, even while other metrics such as the job market and consumer spending remain strong. GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump often slams Democrats for massive spending during the pandemic that helped supercharge inflation. Meanwhile, Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, argues that her proposals would help the middle class and that Trump's plans for mass deportations and spiked tariffs would make inflation worse.
Jared Bernstein, chair of the White House's Council of Economic Advisers, hailed the "solid disinflation" as good news. But in an interview with The Washington Post, he said the administration is keeping its focus on ways to relieve everyday costs for rent, prescription drugs and more.
"We're very happy to see lower inflation, to see it have some momentum," Bernstein said. "But that's not going to stop us from continuing to lower costs wherever we can."
The Fed has made major progress on its inflation fight since prices took off in 2021. Since then, officials hoisted the benchmark interest rate to the highest level in more than two decades, in an aggressive attempt to slow the economy at any cost. The result has turned out better than just about anyone predicted, with robust growth, low unemployment and rising wages accompanying cooling inflation. (The Fed wants inflation to hit a 2 percent target each year, but that's using a different inflation gauge from the one released Wednesday. That gauge rose 2.5 percent in June on an annual basis. Officials have said they won't wait until inflation gets all the way down to 2 percent before they start cutting rates. Still, they routinely say 2 percent is the ultimate goal.)
The fear, though, is that the economy will begin to crack under the continued weight of high rates. A weaker-than-expected July jobs report stoked fears of a downturn, with that anxiety quickly rippling through the financial markets over a dicey day of trading last week. And even though the job market isn't being gripped by widespread layoffs and the markets quickly stabilized, the recent panic has put a spotlight on the Fed, which decided to hold rates steady last month instead of starting to cut. With no meeting in August, some observers wondered if the Fed should have lowered rates in July.
Ultimately, the answer will lie in the data.
"You can see inside the data it's a good report," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. "It's just not where we would have wanted to see it to say, 'All clear.'"
The overwhelming forecast is that the Fed will announce a rate cut at its next meeting in September, possibly by a larger half-point cut if policymakers think the economy is slowing too much. Analysts also expect that the Fed -- playing a bit of catch-up -- will cut at the year's remaining meetings in November and December, too. (A November cut would be notable because that meeting falls the week of the presidential election, when the central bank would otherwise avoid anything that affects politics at all costs.)
Fed leaders have made clear that no decisions are set in stone and depend entirely on the data. But it's clear that leaders are more confident in their progress against inflation than at any time over the past few years.
Speaking at a news conference in late July, Powell said the recent string of encouraging reports was even better than how things looked in late 2023. Last year, much of the fall in inflation came from a rapid decline in the price of goods, as people pulled back on the couches, treadmills and home office equipment they had bought during the pandemic. Now, Powell said, there's a "broader disinflation" taking hold.
"This is so much better than where we were even a year ago," Powell said. "It's a lot better. The job is not done, I want to stress that, and we're committed to getting inflation sustainably under 2 percent. But we need to take note of that progress."
Still, that progress looks different across the economy. Speaking to The Post this month, Chicago Fed President Austan Goolsbee said that when he travels across his district -- which includes Iowa and most of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin -- businesses say supply chain issues from the pandemic have largely cleared. But many companies are still frustrated that they can't pass their rising operating costs on to customers because people are already so sensitive to more price increases.
Goolsbee also said there's a disconnect between wages for low-income Americans rising faster than inflation -- and the reality of high costs for the basics.
"Low-income people are getting squeezed in every way," Goolsbee said.
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Mars to buy maker of Pringles and Pop-Tarts in snack food megadeal
The deal values the maker of Cheez-Its, Pringles and Pop-Tarts at $29 billion. 
By Aaron Gregg, Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-08-14

Pringles is one of Kellanova's best-known brands. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


Mars has agreed to buy Kellanova, maker of several popular snack and breakfast brands, in a $36 billion deal that would be one of the snack food industry's biggest acquisitions.
Kellanova, formerly known as Kellogg Co., owns several well-known brands, including Cheez-It, Pop-Tarts, Pringles, NutriGrain and Eggo. Under the deal, which requires the approval of Kellanova's shareholders, Mars would pay $83.50 per share, or almost $29 billion. Mars would also take on Kellanova's outstanding debt, bringing the agreement's total value to about $35.9 billion.
That's roughly a 33 percent premium to Kellanova's stock price as of Aug. 2, shortly before news of a possible deal was reported by the Wall Street Journal.
The deal creates a global behemoth for sweet and salty packaged foods, possibly doubling Mars's snack business over the next decade, according to both companies.
Mars already makes M&Ms, Snickers and other candy bars, Life Savers, various chewing gum brands and other snacks, and it has more recently expanded into pet care products and veterinary services.
The company has said it has more than $50 billion in annual sales with some 150,000 employees worldwide. It recently announced plans to renovate its McLean, Va., headquarters, although the snacks division that will include Kellanova's brands operates out of Chicago.
Kellanova emerged from the 2023 separation of Kellogg's cereal business from its snack and plant-based brands. The cereal business was spun off as WK Kellogg Co., while Kellanova manages grocery-store mainstays bearing the Kellogg brand.
After the deal was announced Wednesday, Kellanova's stock was up more than 7 percent in early-afternoon trading. Mars is a privately held company.
"In our view, this is a good marriage between two high-caliber food companies, as Mars is known for its innovation and brand building, while K has the global reach to bring more Mars products to more markets," CFRA analyst Arun Sundaram wrote in a research note.
The Mars-Kellanova agreement could lead to more mergers or acquisitions of food companies, Sundaram wrote. But federal regulators are expected to take a close look at the deal.
The Biden administration has been scrutinizing megamergers, including those in the consumer goods and retail space, where consolidation in the food-supply chain is seen as a driver of inflation. In some cases, consumer packaged-goods companies consolidate because a larger entity has more leverage in price negotiations with retailers, according to a Federal Trade Commission study that relied on internal reports and documents from some of the largest retailers, wholesalers and producers.
"This consolidated impact starts at retail in its own way upstream of the supply chain," said Chris Jones, the National Grocers Association's chief government relations officer and counsel.
In the case of Mars and Kellanova, the core issue is whether federal regulators believe there are enough products that compete directly with one another. But some analysts expect antitrust officials to let the merger happen.
"We expect anti-trust scrutiny given the sheer size of the deal against the current backdrop of rising food prices," Sundaram wrote. "However, we think the deal will ultimately go through, given the limited category overlap between the two companies."
Mars and Kellanova focus on different types of snacks, said MKP Advisors chief executive Mark Kelly. Mars specializes in chocolate candied snacks, while Kellanova's tend to be savory, he said.
"So to generate any real anti-trust debate here, one would need to say that these products compete against each other -- which is unlikely," Kelly said in an email.
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Harris faces N.C. voters skeptical of a promised tech boom
Biden's hefty infrastructure investments may come too late to move the needle for Harris in swing states like North Carolina.
By Eva Dou | 2024-08-14

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks in Fayetteville, N.C., last month, her seventh visit to the state this year. She is set to speak in Raleigh on Friday. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


MIDLAND, N.C. -- A high-tech jobs boom is in the offing for places like this North Carolina town, the Biden administration announced last year with fanfare, thanks to a nationwide program to connect every household with high-speed internet.
Corning's Midland factory, the nation's largest producer of the fiber-optic cables that the internet largely runs on, stands to benefit. But the facility has yet to see a single dollar of the federal government's $42 billion program -- and that could pose a challenge for the Democratic presidential candidate, Vice President Kamala Harris.
Residents of this town about 25 miles east of Charlotte say all the upcoming jobs in the world can't help them right now as they suffer from inflation, which they blame on the Biden administration.
"I don't feel like anything is going to change," Hailey Wilson, 32, said of a potential Harris presidency. She lives a short drive from the Corning factory in a trailer with her husband and their three children. She planned to vote for former president Donald Trump, she said, mostly because of higher prices but also because she's skeptical of President Joe Biden's promise of high-tech jobs for places like Midland. She isn't convinced Harris would be any better.
Whether Harris manages to distinguish herself from Biden's unpopular economic record will be key to her success in states like North Carolina, which is in play again as polls remain unclear. The swing state has gone blue only twice in a presidential election since 1968, but local Democratic organizers say this could be their year.
Trump's campaign said he is scheduled to speak in Asheville on Wednesday on the economy. Harris is scheduled to deliver a speech Friday in Raleigh, the state's capital. She's to discuss her plan to lower costs for middle-class families and her pledge to take on price gouging by corporations "on Day One."
The dueling visits point to how the economy looms large for voters in North Carolina and across the nation. Researchers at East Carolina University this year found that inflation is the top issue raised by voters in the state. An Ipsos poll released last week reported that 41 percent of U.S. adults trusted Trump more on "the economy, inflation and jobs" while 32 percent trusted Harris more. That disadvantage persists in the face of research suggesting that Trump's proposed policies, such as new import tariffs, would probably exacerbate inflation.
Charles Lutvak, a spokesperson for the Harris-Walz campaign, said Trump had the "worst jobs record of any president in modern history," while saying the Biden-Harris administration had delivered record-low unemployment and 16 million new jobs.
Trump criticized the Biden administration over inflation in a conversation with Elon Musk on Monday. "We've got to get the prices down," he said.
Democratic leaders have hoped Biden's massive infrastructure programs would win over voters in red areas like Midland, where many factories slated to benefit are located. But construction projects have not come quickly enough to move the needle for this election.
Connecting every household to high-speed internet has been a centerpiece for the Biden White House, often compared to President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's push to bring electricity to every house and farm across 1930s America.
The Broadband Equity Access and Deployment program, or BEAD, is meant to ensure residents in rural areas have stable, speedy internet. It also aims to help domestic manufacturers, since it requires that much of the equipment be made in the United States.
Harris has crisscrossed the country to promote the program. Last summer, she traveled to Wisconsin to announce a new Nokia factory that will create 200 jobs and help supply the new BEAD networks.
"President Joe Biden and I decided to run for office because we believed it was time to fix this and to bring manufacturing jobs back," Harris said at the time.
Yet the BEAD program is not moving quickly enough for voters to see a jobs explosion in time for the election. It's been a challenge for each state to plan new networks that reach every household. Officials at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration, or NTIA, have also been wary of sending billions of dollars in grants out the door without thorough vetting, lest they be accused of mismanaging taxpayer dollars.

The Biden administration's BEAD program is supposed to create home broadband connections across rural America. (Elijah Nouvelage for The Washington Post)


"The truth is we're 10 percent of the way through the process," said George Notter, an equity analyst at Jefferies, who forecasts that no BEAD orders will be placed this year with suppliers and that much of the orders won't arrive until 2026.
Republicans have seized on the issue. Federal Communications Commissioner Brendan Carr posts a running tally on X, which on Tuesday read: "Today, over 1,000 days after the plan was enacted: 0 People have been connected to the Internet with that $ 0 Projects underway."
NTIA Administrator Alan Davidson defended the program's rollout in an interview, saying the agency was moving at the pace set out by Congress and has approved more than half of the states' plans. "There's a steady cadence," he said. "Ultimately, it is a multiyear program."
Davidson said other smaller programs have already begun hooking up rural residents to high-speed internet.
"Out in the world, people are seeing this," he said. "It's not necessarily something that shows up in a poll."
Democratic organizers in North Carolina argue that even if the infrastructure jobs are in the pipeline, voters are fired up over other issues. Anderson Clayton, chair of the North Carolina Democratic Party, says she's heard many voters concerned about abortion access in the state.
"I definitely felt a shift in the magnitude of how excited this base is," she said of Harris's nomination.
New York-based Corning made its name manufacturing lightbulbs and baking dishes. But the company also invented fiber-optic cables in 1970, glass threads that transmit data with beams of light. The sector has seen booms and busts since, which is why some Midland residents are wary of counting on BEAD until it happens.
In the late 1990s, Corning started building the $600 million fiber-optic factory in Midland, sparking excitement about an economic renaissance.
But just as the plant began to ramp up production in 2000, the dot-com bubble burst. Snowed under mounting losses, Corning shuttered the fledgling factory in 2002 and laid off nearly all 550 workers. Darren Hartsell, Midland's mayor pro tem, recalled the company selling parts of the facility as scrap steel.
"It just dwindled from the excitement, and people getting jobs that were from here, to laid off and nothing to do," he said.
The Midland factory didn't reopen until 2008, with a limited workforce. By then, Corning had moved to globalize, building manufacturing bases around the world. Following a clash with China's government, Corning announced expanded production in Shanghai to help smooth relations in what was quickly becoming the world's largest optical fiber market.

Midland, N.C., is home to Corning's largest fiber-optic manufacturing facility. (Travis Dove for The Washington Post)


Even if its slow to get going, BEAD is the most exciting thing to happen to the fiber-optics industry in a long time: Its domestic production requirement is set to create a sales boom for made-in-USA equipment.
Gary Bolton, Fiber Broadband Association president, said he expects the program to catapult North America past China to become the world's largest fiber market in 2026, for the first time in over a decade. "I never thought I'd see that," he said.
Suppliers have scrambled to build U.S. factories to compete for orders. Corning announced last year that it is opening a new factory in Hickory -- an hour and a half's drive northwest of Midland -- that will apply protective coatings on the fiber produced in Midland.
The company says it has invested over $500 million since 2020 in new fiber and cable capacity, most of it in the United States, in anticipation of elevated demand.
Corning CEO Wendell Weeks said the company was proud to support factory jobs in North Carolina.
"That's why we do what we do," he said, "is being able to give our folks on the floor the type of jobs you can build a whole life around."

Optic fiber is spooled and prepared for shipping after being manufactured at Corning's plant in Midland. (Travis Dove for The Washington Post)


But Weeks also said Corning, which has optical fiber factories abroad, including in Poland and China, is keeping most of its manufacturing international.
"It's our values that we will make in the region where our customers are," he said.
Corning reduced its global head count of 50,000 by 1,000 in January because of broader economic headwinds. The company declined to say if it expects its head count to surpass 2023 levels once the BEAD orders come in.
On a hot Saturday afternoon, a few miles north of the Corning factory, starry-eyed amateur prospectors shake their pans in Midland's Little Meadow Creek, squinting for a glint of gold.
Midland recorded the first gold find in U.S. history, when the son of farmer John Reed pulled a sparkling rock out of the water here in 1799, soon sparking a gold rush.
North Carolina gold mining has long since faded into history. Midland's best shot at another boom is probably in fiber, but it's unclear how much U.S. production is sustainable.
Local residents cite some signs of progress, such as the first Starbucks coming to town.
"I think it has to be pretty up-and-coming for a Starbucks to be here," said Carsen McKeel, 29, a glassmaking operations section supervisor at the Corning factory who says she likes the shaken espressos with brown sugar and oat milk.

Carsen McKeel is a supervisor in the glassmaking operations at Corning's Midland plant. (Travis Dove for The Washington Post)


Gary Muller, an executive dean at the Catawba Valley Community College in Hickory, which sends students to Corning apprenticeships, said there was "momentary softness" in local manufacturing, but he was optimistic longer-term.
"It will be an opportunity for people in our community to gain skills that will make them even more employable than they are today," he said.
Not everyone is convinced.
"Ninety percent of those jobs are for people that's got two- to four-year degrees, you know, not for the average American out here that's just trying to get a job to make ends meet," said James McAdams, 61, a paper company supervisor in Hickory. He said that Harris is "even worse than Biden" on issues like the border and that he will be voting for Trump.
Hartsell, Midland's interim mayor, said the Biden White House's promise of high-tech jobs has a long way to go to win over residents, who are mostly worried about inflation.
The median home price in Cabarrus County is $408,000, more than $150,000 higher than five years ago, according to Redfin. Incomes have risen more slowly: Median household income for the county was $79,000 in 2022, according to the Census Bureau's American Community Survey, up from $61,500 five years earlier.
"That's just not a whole heck of a lot of money," Hartsell said. "We see people struggle to pay power bills. We see people struggle to put gas in their car." It would probably take more than ramped-up production at Corning to meet those challenges.
Emily Guskin and Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Stay cool with this $14 chillable and easy-drinking beaujolais
Beat the heat with this week's wine selections, including a Tuscan red and a California rose.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-08-15

FROM LEFT: Louis Jadot Beaujolais-Villages 2022/2023; Mazzei Poggio Badiola 2020; Tablas Creek Vineyard Patelin de Tablas Rose 2023. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Three wines for the dog days of summer, including a chillable beaujolais, a casual Tuscan red for any cookout, and an exceptional California rose to beat the heat.
Beaujolais, France, $14
In addition to burgundy, the famed Bourgogne producer Louis Jadot also makes terrific beaujolais, and this delightful example pours a smile into your glass. It's a light-bodied, chillable and easy-drinking red to pair with casual meals. And it has the added benefit of being widely available and affordable, often below the $15 list price. I recently tasted the 2022, while the 2023 vintage is already in the market. At this level and price, don't sweat the vintage. Alcohol by volume: 13 percent. Bottle weight: 555 grams (Average).
Imported by Kobrand. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Tuscany, Italy, $17
The Mazzei family has been making wine in Tuscany for centuries, and the current generation is at the top of their game, producing exceptional Chianti Classico Gran Selezione as well as this juicy, delicious everyday blend of sangiovese and merlot. Sangiovese lends its cocoa-dusted dried cherry flavor, while merlot adds plush texture. Fun fact: One of the ancestors of the Mazzei family helped Thomas Jefferson try to establish a vineyard at Monticello. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 440 grams (Light).
Imported by Demeine Estates. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Paso Robles, Calif., $28
A Provence-style rose from California's leading Rhone Ranger, this is a blend of grenache, mourvedre, vermentino and a sploosh of counoise. It pours forth flavors of watermelon, roses and red berries, with a note of citrus on a minerally finish. I say "finish," but the wine seemingly never does, as the flavors show great persistence. Bravo! ABV: 13 percent. BW: 480 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Hotel to pay Moon Rabbit workers $126,000 for murky tipping policies
The InterContinental Washington will pay former Moon Rabbit workers more than $126,000 to settle allegations that the luxury hotel violated D.C. wage laws.
By Tim Carman | 2024-08-15

Diners at the now-closed Moon Rabbit on the Wharf in November 2020. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Last year, when Moon Rabbit was still snuggled inside the InterContinental Washington on the Wharf, racking up one accolade after another for chef Kevin Tien's modern Vietnamese cooking, the workers there petitioned management to hold a union election. Among their stated beefs was a lack of transparency about tip-sharing policies.
On Thursday, more than a year after the original Moon Rabbit closed amid that high-profile union fight, those workers received some validation from D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb.
The attorney general announced that IHG Management -- the Maryland-based company that operated Moon Rabbit when it was at the InterContinental Washington -- must pay $126,650 to 42 former tipped workers there to settle allegations that the company failed to "provide accurate, honest, timely and transparent compensation policies." As part of the settlement, IHG must also pay the District $60,000 in penalties.
"Workers are legally entitled to know how much they're going to be paid and when -- full stop," Schwalb said in a statement. "IHG kept employees in the dark, sowing fear and confusion amongst staff and leaving them vulnerable to exploitation. I'll always have workers' backs and use every legal tool available to ensure that businesses in the District compete on a level playing field."
The attorney general's office noted in a release that the settlement was specifically based on information gathered while Moon Rabbit was at the InterContinental Washington -- and unrelated to the independent Moon Rabbit that Tien opened in January in the former Co Co. Sala space in Penn Quarter.
In the agreement, IHG denied all allegations. The settlement also "may not be construed to be an admission by IGH of any violation of law or regulation," according to the agreement.
A spokesperson for Moon Rabbit said that 90 percent of the staff that used to work at the Wharf are now employed at the new iteration in Penn Quarter. Some are expected to benefit from the settlement, she said.
"Hospitality staff are among the most dedicated and hardworking individuals and should be treated and compensated fairly," Tien said in a statement. "Protecting restaurant workers' rights is essential in our business, and we appreciate Attorney General Schwalb for setting the standard of care for Washington D.C."
The attorney general's office had received an allegation that IHG wasn't transparent with its tip-sharing policies, in apparent violation of the Minimum Wage Revision Act. In the attorney general's release, workers claimed it was "unclear how service fees were allocated." They also claimed it could take "weeks for tips to be distributed in paychecks."
Schwalb's office couldn't confirm when it received the allegation, but as Moon Rabbit workers were organizing in spring 2023, they were making public statements about the alleged problems with their pay and tips. An IHG spokesperson acknowledged such issues in a DCist report last year.
Linda Martin, president of Unite Here Local 25, which represents hotel and restaurant workers in D.C., Maryland and Virginia, praised the settlement. "This is a win for restaurant workers across D.C. We are grateful to have an OAG that fights so hard to enforce the District's powerful worker protections," she said, referring to the attorney general's office. "We know many other restaurant workers are still struggling, and if you suspect your employer is violating the law, we urge you to reach out."
The relationship between Moon Rabbit, Tien and the InterContinental unraveled just weeks after workers began organizing. Tien and the hotel first announced they were parting ways. As part of the breakup, Tien kept the intellectual property around Moon Rabbit, including the name and his recipes, which allowed the chef to open a second iteration of the restaurant.

Chef Kevin Tien at the Moon Rabbit on the Wharf in 2020. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Shortly after the split, IHG announced it was shutting down Moon Rabbit. IHG had operated the restaurant from October 2020 through May 2023 inside the luxury hotel.
The timing of the chef's departure and the restaurant's closing struck industry observers as odd: Tien was a James Beard Award semifinalist for best chef in the Mid-Atlantic. He was also a finalist for chef of the year at last year's Rammy Awards from the Restaurant Association Metropolitan Washington. He eventually won the award for a restaurant that did not have a home at the time.
Just weeks before it closed at the Wharf, Food & Wine readers named Moon Rabbit one of the 10 best restaurants in the United States, alongside some of the most famous names in fine dining, including Atelier Crenn in San Francisco and Le Bernardin in New York.
During the upheaval at the InterContinental, the executive secretary with Unite Here Local 25, said the hotel was "desperate to keep the union out of their hotel and did whatever that took, even if it meant parting ways with a star chef." One employee told The Washington Post that Tien's departure was viewed as a tactic to disrupt the vote, given that a number of cooks had come specifically to Moon Rabbit to work with the chef.
A spokesperson for IHG Hotels & Resorts, however, denied that union organizing had anything to do with Tien's departure and Moon Rabbit's closing.
Just weeks later, amid a backlash, IHG agreed to voluntarily recognize the union, according to a DCist report. The recognition came one day before a scheduled election organized by the National Labor Relations Board. Following the recognition, Unite Here Local 25 withdrew its unfair labor practice complaints against IHG, including one for shutting down the business amid union organizing, according to an NLRB case search.
In its investigation, the attorney general found evidence that IHG had failed to notify workers of its tip-sharing policies. The office, according to its release, "concluded that the lack of required notice created confusion among tipped workers about how their pay had been calculated and uncertainty about whether they were being underpaid."
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My fire-escape tomato plant taught me about survival and resilience
The tomato plant in New York survived storms and a quarantine, but couldn't survive building rules.
By Sydnie L. Mosley | 2024-08-15

(Illustration by Veronica Dall'Antonia for The Washington Post)


I'll start with what I thought was the middle.
I checked the weather reports, and a major storm was fast approaching. I still hadn't figured out a way to secure my tomato plant against heavy winds. With its pot nestled in the corner of my fire escape, it had long ago overgrown the three-foot, cone-shaped cage I bought from the garden center, and the fire escape rails were doing most of the caging. Bringing her inside through the window was no longer an option; she was five feet tall and snaking over the rails.
The last time a major storm had come through -- a hailstorm -- the plant received a brutal pruning from Mother Nature, and I was scared of round two. I sent out an SOS via my Instagram stories to crowdsource ideas on how to secure the plant. Ultimately, no suggestions I received or strategies I researched made sense. I asked for thoughts and prayers from a captive audience.
As the storm began to rage with incredibly high winds, I peered out the window. When the plant seemed shaky, I uttered a brief prayer, "Please, keep the plant safe," and, immediately, she would find balance. While she stood strong in the foreground, the decades-old trees lining the sidewalks of the public housing across the street were flimsily waving in the wind.
The next day as the sun came out, the news and social media friends reported that the volatile winds pulled tree roots from the ground all over New York, smashing cars and phone and internet cables, leaving people without power and the ability to have their Zoom meetings. Outside my window, I also saw trees uprooted, toppled to the ground, and, yet, there Mama T stood, unscathed.
That's when I knew there was something more to my fire escape gardening, a confluence of activating the green thumb I didn't know I had, cultivating support, and building a virtual community during a time when we were glued to our phones more than ever. Case in point: For much of summer 2020, I just called her Tomato Plant until one day friends online started calling her Mama T. The people named her and rallied around her from afar, and by extension, rallied around me.
I'm no stranger to facilitating community connections. As a socially engaged dance-theater maker, it is one of my superpowers. But this was different. This wasn't in-person, experiential magic-making. This was unexpected virtual connection as I quarantined in my Harlem apartment. I was getting text messages and DMs full of gardening advice, professional emails that greeted me by asking about Mama T, and an all-tomato cookbook as a snail mail gift, while colleagues mentioned the plant in the press.
In 2021, I tried my luck again. Just like the first year, I sliced a plum tomato from my groceries, divided the slices among two small pots and covered them with soil. With a much more active work schedule in year two of the pandemic, I almost forgot about the burgeoning seedlings except for keeping the soil moist. One day I looked up and each pot was overcrowded with leafy sprouts. I'd inadvertently started a tomato plant nursery.
I once again turned to the internet, this time asking, Who wants a plant? Before I knew it, a tomato plant and I were nurturing community again. Two plants became housewarming gifts: one for friends relocating to New York and another for friends who just bought their first home. One for a friend's mom whom she affectionately calls a Garden Gnome, while another shook loose its Cafe Bustelo coffee can pot to take root in a grandpa's garden. One journeyed south to Baltimore to start a life at a slower pace, and seven more dispersed to a more local south -- Brooklyn -- as well as further west in Harlem, and the Bronx.

The first meal made with a fire escape tomato: Grits with a fried egg, bacon and tomato. (Sydnie L. Mosley)



An abundant tomato harvest in 2023. (Sydnie L. Mosley)


Upon harvest, the tomatoes themselves were delicious (had I ever really eaten a tomato before I grew them myself?) and abundant (I've sometimes eaten the last of my summer tomatoes in December). My fire-escape-to-table eating included endless Caprese salads, margherita pizzas, tomato tarts and more. But mostly, I would eat a side of tomato with each meal -- sliced, drizzled with olive oil, kosher salt and freshly cracked black pepper.
Every summer since, my fire escape has been home to an assortment of pots decorating the side of my building with such herbs as basil, rosemary and mint, and other vegetables such as peppers, and, for the first time this year, butternut squash. As I told a friend: I've done very well for the first time I've ever grown anything edible from seed, on a whim, because I had a pot and some dirt and the apocalypse outside unearthed my survival skills. Unexpectedly, I was channeling ancestors. One day as I picked fruit from the plant while chatting with my parents on FaceTime, my dad sat back in awe: "If only your granddad could see this."
In the time I began growing food on my fire escape, I experienced the traumatic loss of one of my dearest friends and produced the largest-scale dance theater production of my career and its tour while navigating a crumbling arts ecosystem. With no end in sight to ongoing plague, chaos and global crisis, we've all found something or someone to lean on. Other people have emotional support animals. I have emotional support plants; they've turned my home into a sanctuary. The ability to wake up each morning, open my window and tend to my garden became spiritual. Planting, watering, repotting, pruning, harvesting, then cooking and eating, all sacred.
A little over a month ago my building superintendent called, telling me to dismantle the garden because of building-violation threats from the city. In 48 hours, I had to undo -- literally untangling squash vines and tendrils from the fire escape rails -- the one thing that has been sustaining my peace through a tumultuous first two quarters of the year. In grief, I gifted my tomatoes and squash to a friend of a friend, a Bronx homeowner with a backyard garden. Now, my window sills are crowded with what's left: hanging herbs and medium-size pepper pots that I sneak back outside often to catch the rain. I'm no longer tending glorious vining vegetables winding through iron rails, but I am getting my gardening fix.
Looking back, I thought that 2020 midsummer rainstorm was the middle of my gardening story, but it was actually just the beginning of a tale of resilience, self-discovery and community, reaping some potent lessons years later. My fire escape garden reaffirmed for me that I can cultivate whatever I need for myself and others, and that if I have to cultivate something new or start over, I can.
Sharing my joy of gardening and cooking reminds me that I am connected to and protected by a deep network of community that wants me to grow and thrive. And that very first tomato plant, Mama T, taught me most importantly that my ancestors have gifted me superpowers that I haven't even uncovered yet.
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Rejected for being 'boring,' rescue dog finds home with no nap limits
Duke's adoptive family sent him back to the shelter for being too sleepy and inactive, sparking online outrage. But his new forever home fits his laid-back style.
By Maham Javaid | 2024-08-15

Duke "the boring dog" at his new home, with owner Sue Marshall. (The Animal Foundation)


Duke's family had expectations of him: to enthusiastically greet everyone, provide entertainment, and stay awake for at least parts of the day. It's a lot to ask of a 4-year-old rescue pup.
The family took Duke back to the shelter a few weeks after adopting him, complaining that he was "boring, sleeps all day, and doesn't get up and greet them when they get home." It made Duke the first dog to be returned for being "too boring," according to the shelter that had taken him in.
The 87-pound rescue had first been put up for adoption in late June. He was scooped up in less than week. But on Aug. 7, Duke was returned for his "apparent lack of enthusiasm," the Animal Foundation, a Nevada animal shelter, said in a Facebook post.
"So if anyone has ever told you, 'you must be fun at parties,' Duke is your guy," the shelter said. Under the post, more than 100 people commented wanting only the best for Duke, and more than 200 shared the post to help him find a home.

Duke, a 4-year-old dog, was returned to a Las Vegas animal shelter for being "too boring" and sleeping too much, according to his owners.


The Labrador mix didn't have to wait long at the shelter. Within hours, the sweet-looking dog found a foster home -- which turned into a forever home in less than week. In his new Las Vegas abode, Duke is allowed to slack off as much as he wants, said Sue Marshall, his new owner -- though she prefers to be known as his "dog mom."
Marshall, 69, a retired city planner, had been searching for a dog to adopt when she read in the local news about Duke being returned to his shelter for "constantly napping."
Duke instantly reminded her of Storm, her black Labrador who died a year and a half ago at age 14.
"Towards the end of his life, Storm was laid-back and chill," she said. "It sounded like Duke would be like him."
The shelter granted her five minutes with Duke and then asked if she wanted to adopt him. Even though Marshall felt a connection with Duke in that moment, she couldn't make a commitment without knowing if he would fit into her family, especially with her grandkids and their dog.
She asked if she could foster him first, and the shelter agreed.
Duke was so well-behaved, Marshall said, that for the first few days she didn't hear him bark. He was too busy sleeping, with his head in her lap, she said.

Duke lounges with Sue Marshall at his new forever home. (The Animal Foundation)


Over the next few days, Marshall's qualms about Duke subsided -- he got along well with the family dog and received hugs from her grandchildren all weekend. That was all Marshall needed in order to accept Duke into her life; on Tuesday, she told The Post she was about to start his adoption paperwork.
"I just love his personality," she said. "He's such a sweet, laid-back boy."
In Marshall's experience, a dog of Duke's age should be able to walk for three to four miles before getting tired. Duke managed about a mile and a half with Marshall, then "was pretty much done," she said.
She did offer possible explanations for his alleged "laziness" -- it was 91 degrees in Las Vegas that morning, and Marshall can tell that "Duke's never been taught how to walk properly on a leash."
But the joyous new dog owner acknowledged, "I mean, he is also pretty lazy."
To many on the internet, Duke has become the "boring dog," but if it were up to Marshall, she would re-crown him the "laid-back dog."
When a Post reporter requested more videos of Duke, his dog mom took him to the backyard for a photo shoot -- but the dog doesn't appear to have the grit it takes to be a model.
"He kept going back into the house and won't come back out!" she told The Post, adding that it wasn't the weather making him weary this time. "It's not that hot outside."
The Animal Foundation was not upset at Duke's return.
"We don't want to shame anyone," said Kelsey Pizzi, the communications manager at the shelter. "Returns do happen, and they help us learn more about the dog."
Duke's return caused "a buzz" for the shelter's communications team, Pizzi said. They received at least 80 emails and a handful of messages on social media from people interested in adopting him, but by then Duke was already making a home for himself with Marshall.
Returns also help the foundation learn more about the people looking to adopt; shelter staffers now know that if a really energetic dog comes around, they can call up the family that returned Duke.
"Shelters have all kinds of dogs, with all kinds of personalities," Pizzi said. "We have to remember, there's a dog out there for everyone."

Duke is known online as "the boring dog," but his new dog mom would rather have him known as the "laid-back dog." (Contributed by Sue Marshall/Sue Marshall)
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Ask Sahaj: I had big expectations for my birthday. My boyfriend let me down.
Letter writer has a disappointing birthday because their boyfriend "can't do grand gestures."
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-08-15

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I felt hurt and let down by my boyfriend on my birthday. We just moved in together, and I had huge expectations and he did not plan anything special for me. Upon confronting him, he said he was going to get the cake and that's special for him. We have been together five years now and have been long distance. He says he's always been a guy who can't do grand gestures, and my expectations are unreal. Also his niece shares a birthday with me and I feel jealous of her (she's 4 and extremely bratty). I don't like kids a lot, and each time I try spending time with his family it gets to me. Nobody gets time to talk to anyone else as she starts crying if she's not given attention or thought of as cute. I hate this behavior. Going into the relationship, I dreamed of being close to my guy's sister and I guess that will never happen.
I deal with depression and anxiety and had several breakdowns and panic attacks on my birthday. It was a miserable day. I felt like I will never be the center of attention ever. And on top of that, nobody's ever put balloons for my birthday and I really wanted him to do it this year. I have seen his brother-in-law do it for his sister and it bugs me that I will never have a memorable proposal or birthday.
-- Birthday Blues
Birthday Blues: I am hearing a lot of different issues that are causing you to feel resentful and unhappy in the relationship. Your less than enthusiastic views of your boyfriend's family signal that your disappointing birthday is just one part of a deeper problem. Simply wanting gestures or gifts to feel loved on your birthday is vastly different from feeling like many parts of the relationship make you feel deprioritized. If you haven't communicated what you need to feel loved and secure in the relationship, it's possible your boyfriend just doesn't know these things are important to you. Wanting balloons for your birthday is reasonable. Hoping your boyfriend intuitively knows you want birthday balloons is not.
Consider what you really need in the relationship and decide if these are nonnegotiable to you. Your boyfriend says he isn't someone who does grand gestures; what other behaviors or actions can help you feel loved? Be truthful with yourself about what he does that feels loving to you and about compromises that can help you feel better -- like spending limited time with his niece on your shared birthday versus intentionally planning one-on-one time where you feel prioritized. If you feel like you have properly expressed your expectations, however, and he still hasn't compromised or shuts you down by continuing to call your expectations "unreal," you ultimately have two choices: do nothing and continue to be unhappy, or decide that you need more than what you are getting (which may mean leaving the relationship).
Being in a relationship means confronting your role in the relationship too, being honest about how you're showing up and whether you're projecting your own internal struggles. You mention how your sister-in-law's partner shows up for her -- do you often compare your circumstances to others? It's important to figure out if her relationship is just confirming a lack in yours, or if you're finding flaws based on that comparison. I do wonder if your jealousy of your niece being the "center of attention" is because you feel like it takes away from you in some way because your boyfriend doesn't give you the attention you desire. Since you live with depression and anxiety, I kindly ask you to consider how you are taking care of yourself to manage these illnesses. Are you seeing a mental health care professional regularly, are you on medication, and/or are you taking care of your body and brain in your day-to-day behaviors and choices?
Your feelings coming to a head is a sign that it's time to be explicitly clear about what your needs and expectations are with your boyfriend. Checking in on yourself and your relationship doesn't mean something is wrong, it means you care and want to ensure that you are both happy and on the same page. Take care, and good luck!
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Kamala Harris is among 1 in 8 Americans who have worked at McDonald's
In a new campaign ad, the Democratic presidential nominee is making her stint at McDonald's a relatable part of her story. 
By Emily Heil | 2024-08-15

(Washington Post illustration; iStock; Julia Nikhinson/AP Photo/The Washington Post)


Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris is emphasizing her middle-class bona fides, and one of the lines she's coming to rely on in public appearances to make that case is a lesser-known entry on her resume: former McDonald's worker.
In an ad that debuted Friday, the Harris campaign highlighted her stint at the Golden Arches. As the camera pans across a set of vintage family photos, the narrator intones: "She grew up in a middle-class home. She was the daughter of a working mom. And she worked at McDonald's while she got her degree."
Harris also mentioned the job at Saturday's rally in Las Vegas, where she told an enthusiastic crowd that "only in America" could two middle-class kids -- referring to herself and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz -- grow up to be on a ballot for the nation's highest offices. "I had a summer job at McDonald's," she said, by way of underscoring her humble background.
Harris has mentioned her time at McDonald's before. But her experience as a visor-sporting fast-food worker certainly isn't as widely known as many of her other biographical signposts, such as California attorney general, senator, vice president -- or even avid cook and Converse sneakerhead. And so to many people just getting to know Harris after President Joe Biden dramatically dropped out of the race three weeks ago, this is brand-new information.
Name-checking the fast-food giant is -- like everything in high-level politics -- a deliberate move, calibrated to achieve an effect. In this case, the mention is in part about relatability. And that's because of this staggering fact: One in 8 Americans have worked at McDonald's at some point in their lives, according to the fast-food chain. McDonald's announced that statistic last year when it introduced the 1 in 8 initiative, a campaign to celebrate its vast army of current and former workers. The company said it surveyed a representative sample of American adults and found that 13.7 percent of people said they had worked or currently work for the chain.
Martha McKenna, a media strategist who makes TV ads for Democratic candidates, says that drawing out this part of Harris's resume isn't just a matter of seeming folksy. The service sector is the largest part of the American economy, she notes. "Millions of people work in food service, and for her to say 'I have had this experience, and it has shaped my policies' is powerful," she says.
And it draws further contrast, she says, with her Republican opponent, former president Donald Trump. "It's a great part of her life and experience to highlight against a guy who inherited his wealth, who was born with a silver spoon in his mouth," McKenna says.
Walz pushed that distinction during a Tuesday speech to a union crowd, questioning Trump's work ethic in contrast with Harris's fast-food hustle. "Can you simply picture Donald Trump working at a McDonald's, trying to make a McFlurry or something?" Walz asked. "He couldn't run that damn McFlurry machine if it cost him anything."
Other famous people have also worn the McDonald's uniform, including Jeff Bezos, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Pharrell Williams, Shania Twain and former vice-presidential candidate Paul Ryan.
Harris has previously offered some details about her tenure at the Golden Arches, including during an April appearance on "The Drew Barrymore Show." She described her duties as fry-making and operating the register. (On Facebook, she also described working the chain's notoriously finicky ice cream machines.) And, when pressed, she revealed what she would order at her previous employer: a Quarter Pounder with cheese and fries.
We don't know precisely when Harris worked at McDonald's. The ad said it was "while she got her degree" but didn't specify whether it was during her undergraduate or law school years.
She also invoked her summer job in 2019 when she joined Las Vegas McDonald's workers who were protesting and striking for higher wages. "I was a student when I was working at McDonald's," she told the crowd, in a video posted on her Facebook page. "There was not a family relying on me to pay the rent, put food on the table and keep the bills paid by the end of the month. But the reality of McDonald's is that a majority of the folks who are working there today are relying on that income to sustain a household and a family."

Kamala Harris and Tim Walz visited Cocina Adamex in Phoenix last week. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Harris expressed solidarity with employees in Detroit that same year when they were campaigning for a $15 wage and said she supported the McDonald's workers who claimed they endured rampant sexual harassment at a location in Mason, Mich. (The franchise's former owner eventually settled the class-action case for $1.5 million; the McDonald's corporation successfully argued that it did not employ the women who were harassed.)
"So many people in the United States begin their working career with jobs like that," says Georgetown history professor Joseph McCartin, who is also the executive director of the Kalmanovitz Initiative for Labor and the Working Poor. "Many people, of course, stay in those jobs for a long time and raise families, or try to, and for anybody who has worked in the industry, I think immediately that tells them something about Kamala Harris and what she's come through on her way up."
Both campaigns, McCartin said, are taking particular pains to appeal to working-class voters this cycle, including Trump's pick of JD Vance -- who has made his own working-class upbringing a prominent part of his identity -- as his running mate. He credits the focus in part to a surge in dissatisfaction from workers who feel they haven't been treated fairly. "You've got an incipient class discontent that gets expressed in lots of different ways -- it can be expressed in unionizing efforts like the ones you're seeing at Starbucks, or it can also be expressed in a kind of right-wing populist mode as well," McCartin says. "Class issues are mattering quite significantly in this campaign."
Of course, Trump is no stranger to McDonald's, although his experience is on the other side of the register. Trump is an avid fan of the chain, and according to son-in-law Jared Kushner, his go-to order is a Big Mac, a Filet-O-Fish and a vanilla shake. Campaign-finance disclosures have shown Trump's presidential campaign is spending heavily at the chain. He had delivery orders brought in during both his fraud trial in October and his hush-money trial in April. And he famously served Big Macs several times to athletes visiting the White House.
Trump has said he likes McDonald's cleanliness, and author Michael Wolff claims in his book "Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House" that the preference is partly fueled by Trump's fear of being poisoned. When Trump ordered from the fast-food chain, "nobody knew he was coming and the food was safely premade," Wolff wrote.
Harris isn't known to be as big an aficionado of fast food, and although we know she's an adventurous home cook with a sophisticated palate, she's not above food that some might consider lowbrow. In a video in which she schools her then-colleague Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) on how to make tuna sandwiches, she professes love for Miracle Whip and declares fried bologna to be "delicious."
She is an avowed fan of the ketchup packets that come with McDonald's fries. "That ketchup is especially thick and it's got a little sweetness in it," she said during her appearance on "The Drew Barrymore Show." And then there's her hack for eating on the fly. The vice president told Barrymore how she protected her clothing from spills and crumbs while campaigning. "We would just cut open a garbage bag," she said. "It's a really great, massive bib."
Like so many things in politics, highlighting her experience as a fast-food worker could be a double-edged sword for Harris. Turns out, it might have created some high expectations. "Alright Kamala," one prospective supporter posted on X, "guarantee the ice cream machine always works at @McDonalds going forward and you 'might' get my vote."
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How deep is your dog's emotional life?
It's easy to project feelings like guilt and jealousy onto our pets, but research shows we're probably oversimplifying things.
By Kelly Conaboy | 2024-08-15
Say you catch your dog -- let's call him Pumpkin -- in the process of chewing one of your shoes. You stand above him, your posture tense, and say, "No, Pumpkin! I like that shoe! Stop that!" Pumpkin stops, looks down, thumps his tail and makes himself small. He looks guilty, as though he knows he's done something wrong and is perhaps even sorry. Is he?
Several studies have evaluated the experience of guilt in dogs. The best known is a 2009 study led by canine cognition researcher Alexandra Horowitz, which involved guardians instructing their dog not to eat a certain treat. Each guardian then left their dog with researchers who either did or did not give the dog that treat. When the guardian came back, they were given a (sometimes false) report about what their dog did.
The humans who were told their dog did eat the treat subsequently scolded them. In return, some dogs displayed a guilty reaction. But the twist is that the guilty behavior was more often observed in dogs who didn't actually eat the treat -- that is, the innocent ones. "These results indicate that a better description of the so-called guilty look is that it is a response to owner cues, rather than that it shows an appreciation of a misdeed," Horowitz concluded.
Subsequent studies have suggested the same idea -- that dogs are more likely responding to our cues than displaying humanlike guilt. "If you stop and think about what it takes to understand that you are guilty, it's not just that you broke something," says Clive Wynne, a psychologist and dog behavior specialist at Arizona State University. "It's understanding a whole set of social rules that govern what's appropriate, and what's inappropriate, and understanding how your actions fit into that framework."
Guilt is a secondary emotion; the kind that involves the ability to appraise a situation. It is much more likely that in this situation a dog is experiencing primary emotions like fear or anxiety; immediate, non-learned responses. For the welfare of your dog, this is an important distinction to make. You aren't giving him the scolding he knows he deserves, or teaching him a lesson; you're frightening a confused animal and potentially causing lasting harm, rather than lasting behavioral change.
I was curious if perceiving guilt was the only way we might be anthropomorphizing our companion animals. If your social media feeds are anything like mine, you tend to get -- in between horrifying news items -- occasional videos of humans poking fun at their dogs for being dramatic in response to nail clippers or veterinary visits. On walks outside, you might see a human shouting at an unmoving dog for her apparent stubbornness. In these situations, it can be hard not to see how the animal is behaving through the lens of human experience -- it's just a routine vet visit, after all, so the dog must be exaggerating their negative feelings.
"When a dog goes to the vet and is displaying behaviors people might call stubborn or dramatic, those behaviors are indicating a negative affective state," says Julie Hecht, PhD candidate at the graduate center of CUNY and an animal behavioral researcher. "This dog is not happy." Hecht is careful in her wording, saying it's more helpful to consider what we know for sure, which is that dogs experience primary emotions. "That really should be our focus on how dogs experience the world," she says, "because we're not wrong about primary emotions. We're super right about that."
Secondary emotions are not as clear cut, mostly because dogs can't tell us how they're feeling themselves. "One of the things that we, as people who study dogs, are constantly trying to improve on," says Zachary Silver, a researcher who recently launched a canine cognition laboratory at Occidental College, "is our ability to understand the emotions that dogs have, based on things we can observe." He says even experts have a hard time doing this, and there isn't always widespread agreement. There is, for example, some research that suggests dogs might experience jealousy, which is considered a secondary emotion; even neural imaging research that suggests dogs display similar patterns of activation in the brain that humans do when experiencing jealousy. "But is that really jealousy?," Silver asks. That is, is it jealousy the way humans experience it? Or could it be attention-seeking behavior, or concern for resources, or something else? "It remains an open question," he says.
It's tempting to apply humanlike emotional labels to dogs' actions for all sorts of reasons. We're so close with them, and we're used to sharing the human world with them, so it feels only natural to assume they feel the way we would. It's also just a simpler way to categorize actions that we might not like -- if they're just being stubborn, we can tell them to get over it; if they're being dramatic in response to something we see as minor, we can laugh rather than work with them to find a fear-free solution.
In the case of a dog refusing to walk while outside -- maybe he's stuck frozen in a busy section of the sidewalk -- you might think he's just being obstinate and attempt to use emotional or physical force to move him. But why would a dog not want to walk? "We need to seek the explanation for that," says Wynne. "Is the dog in pain? Is the dog afraid of something that's ahead? Has the dog had bad experiences walking with this person in the past?"
"If my dog is afraid, and I'm interpreting that as them being stubborn," Silver says, "I might say, 'I'm just gonna make the dog do the thing that they don't want to do, because they're just being stubborn,' " Silver says. "But then I'm actually inducing more fear. I'm harming the dog in that situation."
The source of certain behaviors can also be routines we share responsibility for creating. Hecht uses an example she saw recently of a small dog refusing to walk, who was then picked up and carried -- possibly the result the dog desired. "We create these routines with our animals, right? And then we put a label on it," Hecht says. "And maybe that label impedes us from seeing what's actually going on, or how we could actually change the scenario."
Working to see what your dog is actually telling you can be a bit more difficult than labeling their behavior and moving on. And in the case of analyzing a supposedly funny video on social media, you can feel a bit like a scold. But in these situations where our dogs are experiencing fear and anxiety, they're attempting to communicate that to us -- the human who is likely their sole source of help. "And if we are responding correctly," Silver says, "we have the opportunity to alleviate those negative emotional states for dogs." To me, that's worth more than a quick fix or a laugh.
Kelly Conaboy is a writer in New York who covers dogs, culture and dog culture.
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Asking Eric: I resent my daughter for living with me while I raise her kid
What can she do about raising her granddaughter while her daughter barely does anything to help?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-08-15
Dear Eric: I'm a 52-year-old mother and grandmother. My daughter and granddaughter live with me due to some bad life choices my daughter has made. It's very clear to me that being a mother is not high on her priority list nor does she have the energy or motivation to step up. I have basically become a mother again as I tend to my granddaughter's needs all the time. I'm her main caregiver and I'm her "person." She prefers me over her mother in every and any situation.
While my granddaughter is my pride and joy, I can't help but be angry most of the time because (1) my life is no longer my own and is certainly not what I envisioned at this age; (2) I pay for everything because my daughter can't land a meaningful job and, if she does, it's not for long; and (3) I'd rather be doing anything else but playing with a toddler and watching toddler shows as I find it extremely boring.
I would rather do this on my own with my granddaughter and have mom just go live her life because I'm giving my daughter the best of both worlds -- she's here with her daughter, but I'm doing all the heavy-lifting.
How do I overcome my resentment for my daughter? And please don't suggest I sit her down and tell her how I feel. Been there, done that. No amount of talking or motivation gets through to my daughter. She is who she is, and she will never change.
-- Grandmother Turned Mother
Grandmother: I'm sorry to say that if she's not going to change, then you have to be the one to shift. Your resentment is rooted in an expectation that she'll step up and take responsibility. That's not an unrealistic expectation in the grand scheme, but with respect to your daughter, it is. That resentment may never fully go away because this burden isn't fair to you. But it'll decrease if you remind yourself "this is who she is and I love all of who she is, even the parts I don't like."
You're still parenting your daughter. If she were flying solo, you could let her make her own mistakes and learn the hard way. But those mistakes would also hurt your granddaughter. So, this is the hard reality.
The choices are either: (1) set a hard boundary for your daughter and refuse to budge or (2) frame everything about this situation as an active choice you're making out of love for your granddaughter and your daughter.
Even if you opt for the latter, please find small ways to take some of your time back. Keep pushing her, even if she fails. Your granddaughter deserves a parent, and you deserve to live, too.
Dear Eric: My wife and I have a beautiful home on a lake. We keep our home very neat and tidy. Our adult son, wife and their young children live in another state and when we visit them, their home is a complete mess, dirty and sticky with spilled food and drinks. (We stay at an Airbnb when we visit.)
They just stayed with us for a week, and we all had a wonderful, fun time, but they treat our house like they treat their house. Should we set some written house rules for their next visit (and possibly alienate them) like pick up wet towels and bathing suits, only eat at the dining table, clean up the kitchen after using, etc.? Or do we just bite the bullet and resign ourselves to what it is?
-- Cleaning House
House: You and your wife have created a home for adults -- chic, clean, just to your taste. Your son and his wife have a home for a family with kids. As you no doubt remember, when there are little fingers about, little fingerprints show up all over everything. It's not a given, but it's likely.
You probably won't get this family to treat your house like a pristine adult house. But you should set age-appropriate guidelines for being a good guest. Think about making different requests of the kids and the adults. Ask your son and daughter-in-law to make sure that the kitchen is cleaned up, or no food leaves the dining room, for instance.
Don't do this in writing, though. Feels aggressive. But a phone call beforehand enlisting their help in setting their kids up to be good stewards of your house will make it a communal effort rather than something they got wrong. Before you call, though, really ask yourself what you need to feel comfortable. The kids are young, the parents are on vacation; you're all having fun. Sometimes a towel is going to sit on the floor for a minute.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Miss Manners: Should hostess replenish food during cocktail hour?
Should this host serve more appetizers at a cocktail hour when they run out?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-08-15
Dear Miss Manners: When hosting a cocktail hour, how does the hostess gracefully navigate the quantity of food served? For example, if the cheese platter is reduced to a few bits, should the hostess be constantly monitoring and replenishing as necessary (even if the "hour" is approaching or has passed)? I certainly don't want to appear stingy with guests. But the idea of bringing out more food seems to encourage lingering and drifting into the dinner hour and beyond.
Also, what is an appropriate answer to a guest who inquires, "Is there more cheese/crackers/dip ...?" I was taught that, as a guest, I should not take the last piece of anything -- cracker, nut, candy or cheese. Is that out of sync with the times? It seems to me that empty platters should signal it's time to say thanks and goodbye. But does it appear churlish to leave the bowls and platters empty?
Fill or clear any empty receptacle, in which category Miss Manners includes the guests. So if Uncle Larry is lingering by the dessert table hoping for something more, swoop him up and introduce him to any available guest in the next room before passing on. Eventually the table will be empty, and the guests will get the idea and go home.
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I recently bought a lovely home in a nice neighborhood. The previous owners are an older couple who themselves moved into the house when they were our age and starting their family. But they don't seem to be able to let the house go.
A neighbor has dropped by several times, always with a camera, to take pictures of our home. She explained the previous owners, who had moved to a different state, had requested pictures so they could see what we had done with the house. We explained we were not comfortable with this, and she stopped.
Now we have received a letter from this couple. They would like us to continue to send pictures, and they are also planning to "stop by" when they come back to town this summer. They promise they will come by only for an hour or so, but they would like to make it an annual event.
Am I obligated to grant visitation rights to this couple? And if I am not (as I am hoping), what is the polite way to explain to this couple that the home is no longer theirs, and we cannot continue to provide them updates?
If it were ever true that there is no harm in asking, it still depends how one asks.
No matter how sweet this elderly couple may turn out to be -- and no matter how nostalgic they feel -- they sold you the house. Simple politeness demands they respect your privacy, and requesting photographs and visits does not qualify. You are under no obligation to provide access, much less an annual hour-long visit.
Miss Manners is not attempting to dictate your answer, merely making the point that neither do they have any right to dictate yours. There is no rudeness in merely saying, without excuses, that you are, unfortunately, unwilling to accommodate their requests.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Parents are tired of the eggshell-walk around son's moody fiancee
Their son's fiancee can fall into dark moods that last "for hours, even days." How are they supposed to respond?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-08-15

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My wife and I are struggling to respond to our son's fiancee's occasional dark moods. She's a lovely, bright person most of the time, but sometimes sinks into a deep funk that can last for hours, even days. She becomes uncommunicative and barely acknowledges us. She once spent days in her room being taken meals by my son, then cut her visit short.
We've tried to figure out what triggers these episodes, and the best we can come up with is it can happen when she feels overlooked or unappreciated -- for instance, if the family opts not to play a game she really wants us to play. So we bend over backward to give her positive strokes, but we resent having to walk on eggshells around her.
Worse, once an episode is over, she goes on as if nothing happened. No apology, no explanation.
We've talked to our son about it and suggested she could use therapy to figure out what is going on and develop coping mechanisms. This didn't go over well. He doesn't want to talk to us about it without her (we don't blame him), and he says neither of them sees a need for therapy -- it's just something they deal with. My daughter, a clinical social worker, says she doesn't meet the criteria for certain disorders, such as bipolar, that have occurred to us.
We are dreading the next episode and wonder what we should do or say.
-- Dreading
Dreading: Treat her as you would anyone else. Absent specific medical instructions, that is perfectly appropriate social behavior -- whereas eggshell-walking, back-bending and coddling are forms of presumption and intrusion, which are not appropriate.
Saying "no thanks" to a game you don't want to play, for example, is simply what people do. If she flips her lid on contact with normalcy, then that's useful information.
You weren't wrong to suggest therapy, but you will be if you do it again. And do stop trying to diagnose her. Just be normal, be kind and give them their space when she's down as you conduct business as usual. That's a respectful approach.
Readers' thoughts:
* You say: "We've tried to figure out what triggers these episodes ... so we bend over backward to give her positive strokes, but we resent having to walk on eggshells around her. ... No apology, no explanation."
What I hear: "We decided to try to fix her and got resentful when our efforts failed and we weren't thanked for them." Please, please try to absorb this. The easy fix is to stop making her problem into your problem.
From what you describe, she tries to limit her interactions with people when she's not in a good mood. If she did these same things citing a migraine, would you have the same reaction after offering her an aspirin? She is not to blame for the fact that your unqualified attempts to fix her problem aren't successful.
This is a common issue with mental health problems.
If she actually behaves poorly -- which is different from failing to act lovely or interact -- then you are free to respond appropriately to that.
* The only valid response is to be normally considerate, then just proceed as usual. It's a great technique and can be used without any analysis or judgment of the young woman concerned.
* I had a roommate like this in college. We invited her to things but didn't bend over backward to accommodate her. We just let her work through it. We're all still friends. People process things differently.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2024/08/15/carolyn-hax-fiance-moody-son/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Can I marry a woman who hates camping? Hax readers give advice.
Can this nature lover accept that their girlfriend and her kids hate camping?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-08-14

Carolyn Hax. (Washington Post illustration)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My girlfriend, "Linda," and I have been dating for almost four years and have a fun, loving and supportive relationship. We're both widowed, me for five years, her for six. She has two kids, 9 and 12. I don't have any. We've talked about marriage, and I'm planning to make it official at Christmas.
My family loves camping, and we all meet at the same campsite every year for the week of July Fourth. Linda and the kids came with me for the two previous years. Although I knew they were camping newbies, I'd really hoped they'd warm up to it. This year Linda had to stay at home because of work obligations and was only able to take the Fourth itself off. Since it was so hot and miserable at home and beautiful in the mountains, I was sure they were sorry to miss the trip.
When I got home, everyone was talking about what a great day they had at Linda's parents' swimming in the pool, grilling steaks, etc. I asked Linda if she even liked camping. She didn't want to admit it, but after I insisted, she said she and the kids hate it but were willing to do it for me. I don't want them spending a week every year gritting it out and told her so. She seemed so relieved. The kids were clearly happy when I said they never had to go camping again if they didn't want to.
I didn't let them know, but I'm so disappointed in them all. I don't understand how you'd rather swim in a concrete box and stay in the heat and noise than spend time with nature. I'm now facing solo camping trips for the rest of my life. It was lonely this year seeing my siblings with their partners and kids and me in my tent all alone. It would be stupid to break up with a wonderful woman and leave behind two kids I've come to love over something that's at most eight days a year, but it's really bothering me.
How do I reach acceptance over this and let it go? It's been on my mind a lot.
-- Sad Camper
Sad Camper: This is one of those moments when you sit down and talk to your partner. Make sure you completely explain your feelings, and let her completely explain hers.
There are lots of different ways to be "in nature," and tent camping can be hard if you're not used to it. Brainstorm compromises together. Maybe she spends a couple of days camping with you and then heads home to the pool and the barbecue. Maybe you make a similar compromise for her sake. You can investigate "glamping" or find an Airbnb in a remote cabin for a few days. You can even just go out on local hiking trails together for an afternoon.
This doesn't have to be an "either/or." It can be, with some honest discussion, a "both/and."
-- Kashi Dog
Sad Camper: Think about the reverse case to help you develop perspective. What if your partner said she was fighting feelings of breaking up with you because you refused to share a holiday at the pool with her, and she is wondering if she will always be left alone while you pursue your passions for sleeping outside instead?
I hope you will see that you just have different preferences, and neither is better or more correct than the other. She was willing to compromise and share in your interests because she loves you, which should give you the warm fuzzies! You should extend the same respect and accommodation to her. Believe me, you can have a lovely marriage even when you occasionally spend a bit of time apart and occasionally trade off making some compromises with each other. This has worked for me as someone married to the same person for 35 years.
-- Lenawee
Sad Camper: In four years, it's never come up? You've never taken them on short trips, day trips, etc.? What happened those previous years when there was a family camp out? I'm a camper, but even I found my first time adapting to a week of it at a state beach with two kids a large culture shock. And I wanted to be there! Think -- are your values far apart? Is this the only thing she's kept from you? I think a few deeper talks are in order. It's not the eight days, it's the not wanting to disappoint you that concerns me.
-- More
Sad Camper: I'm getting a sense that this is more than a shared activity, more even than a cherished tradition. You see it as a mismatch in values. There's more than a whiff of contempt in the "concrete box"-to-nature comparison. That's where I would suggest you focus your energy: Why is something so character-neutral as liking camping or not producing such a strong reaction?
Do you genuinely believe it's more virtuous to enjoy camping than pool parties? If so, then that seems like a pretty limited outlook. Are you just disappointed to miss out on a shared connection, and you're seeking reasons to justify the disappointment? Are you worried that your family will judge, and it's causing you to prejudge? Basically, I think to get past this you need to focus on  what the "this" is that's bothering you really.
-- Dig
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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He was tired of dating apps. So he bought a billboard.
David Cline is one of a growing number of singles trying creative ways to meet people offline: "You have to find a way to express yourself the best you can."
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-08-15

David Cline's billboard, on the way to West Philadelphia and near 34th Street, notes that he can cook and has a cat and "normal hobbies." (David Cline)


Tara was driving with a friend in Philadelphia when she saw a billboard that caught her eye.
Rather than a personal injury lawyer or fast-food rest stop, the billboard seemed to advertise a long-haired, bespectacled man posing with a thumbs-up next to a lounging cat.
"Dave is single!" it read. "Want to go on a DATE with DAVE? Message him at: Date_Dave_Philly."
Tara thought it was funny and brave to post. "I was like, 'You know what, I will just give it a shot, why not?' So I messaged him."
David Cline -- Dave from the billboard -- is one of a growing number of single people who are fed up with dating apps and trying creative ways to meet people in real life.
A senior citizen in Texas purchased a billboard similar to Cline's this spring. In San Francisco, those looking for love have taped up personal fliers around town. Run clubs and "Pitch-A-Friend" events are gaining momentum. And Tara said she's had friends at bars give or receive dating cards (similar to business cards) or "dating" bracelets, a twist on friendship bracelets that may have a giver's name and phone number on it.
Everyone's having a hard time dating these days, said Cline, 28. "Finding people and just navigating what dating is like, and the way the world is right now in the age of the internet, it's just so different," he told The Washington Post.
Endless swiping on apps makes it easy to feel like you're not cool enough, hot enough or interesting enough, Cline said, and the cards are stacked against almost everyone who's not conventionally attractive and ultra-photogenic. "Dating apps aren't super conducive to showcasing your personality," he said.
Enter the billboard.
It started as a joke with some friends. But unlike the stale prompts on an app, "the billboard has done a really good job at showcasing my specific type of humor and my personality," Cline said.
"I'm not saying everyone should get a billboard," he said. "I think people just need to be aware that dating apps are tough. They're not easy, and you can't put yourself down too hard. You have to find a way to express yourself the best you can."

David Cline and his cat, Peach, in his Philadelphia apartment. (David Cline)


That creativity is resonating with people around the world, including Tara, who asked to be identified only by her first name to avoid online harassment. She loved that Dave's billboard left no room to swipe and forget. If a guy is willing to put up a billboard, he's probably worth meeting in person, she said.
"I've been trying to be braver about giving out my number to people," said Tara, 26, who's also made a point to make more friends by joining neighborhood groups near her Philadelphia home and attending dance classes. "This city has so many people in it. If it goes badly, I'll probably never see them again. I really like the adrenaline rush you get," she said.
"It feels very old school. It's kind of like, 'Wow, this is what my parents did.' But it's nice."
She said it was frustrating to meet someone online and have a long text conversation that doesn't lead to an in-person date. "I don't want to talk to you anymore until I can hear your voice and see what your sense of humor is like, and get to know your personality," Tara said. "I feel like a lot of that is lost through text before you really know someone."
Dating apps, which are getting worse, prioritize dopamine hits to get users addicted to algorithms, said Jeff Guenther, a licensed professional counselor and author of "Big Dating Energy: How to Create Lasting Love by Tapping Into Your Authentic Self."
"They want to feed you content to keep you on the app, but having an algorithm and a dating app that's making it so that you can stay on the app as long as possible ... feels like they're making money off of our desperate hearts," he told The Post.
Contrary to what apps show, there's no endless sea of suitors waiting for us, Guenther said. It's easier than ever to leapfrog from honeymoon period to honeymoon period, making it increasingly rare to find deep, intimate relationships.
"How physically attracted you are to somebody isn't going to determine whether or not you're going to be in a healthy long-term relationship, if that's what you're looking for," he said. The best way to figure out whether you'll really like someone is real-life interaction.
You could stick with dating apps for love and online forums for hobbies, Cline said, whose favorite pastime is in-person gatherings with his Pokemon card club. "Or you can bike down to your local card store and go meet like 20 people who have the same interests," he said.
Billboards aren't required for dating, he said, but putting yourself out there in a fun way that lets your personality shine might be.
"He doesn't like to do what the majority of people are doing," said longtime friend Jacob Jefferson, who noted that part of what makes Cline special is how intensely he marches to the beat of his own drum and how he encourages others to cultivate self-love. "He likes to be unique, and I think that kind of speaks to him, his uniqueness, this [billboard] plan in general."
There've been a few mean comments from people online about his billboard, which is set to come down in a little more than one week, Cline said, and some well-meaning messages who confused his Philly location with the Philippines.
But Cline has also been inundated with messages from people having a hard day who reach out to let him know the billboard cheered them up. "I appreciate it. I feel like a million dollars when I get a message like that."
As for Tara's message to him, it led to a fun first date that has them both thinking about getting together again -- possibly for a comedy show.
Cline said she was "nice" with a "good sense of humor," adding: "Honestly that's all I could really ask for."
Tara said she arrived early, but he was even earlier, "a huge thumbs up."
"And his communication was great. It felt very refreshing."
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Cooking chat: Should I cover food in the microwave with a paper towel?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-08-15

Microwave 6-Minute Berry Cobbler Mugs (Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Post recipe developers  share one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: The time our food critic judged Tim Walz's hot dish
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-08-14

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)
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Jamaican escovitch catfish is a spicy, more sustainable seafood dinner
Traditionally made with red snapper, this Jamaican dish becomes a more sustainable choice when using catfish.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-08-14

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


If you enjoy the tangy punch of quick-pickled vegetables as much as I do, the next time you want fish for dinner, make it escovitch-style, and while you are at it, use catfish for a change.
The Jamaican dish of spice-rubbed fish is served smothered with a saute of sweet vegetables -- onion, carrot and bell pepper -- simmered briefly in vinegar, giving it a bright, "quickle" (quick pickle) effect. Although the vinegar is a defining element, the mixture is far from one-note -- it is layered with heady and earthy flavors from Scotch bonnet (or habanero) pepper, thyme, garlic and ground allspice.
Get the recipe: Jamaican Escovitch Catfish

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Red snapper is commonly used, but for this recipe I went with catfish, an especially sustainable and inexpensive option highlighted by The Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch as their Super Green List fish of the month. This list of "seafood no-brainers," is intended to steer us to the most nutritious and environmentally friendly choices.
It also encourages branching out beyond the three types of seafood that tend to dominate our diets -- shrimp, salmon and canned tuna make up more than half of our intake in the United States. While they can certainly be good choices, it's better to eat a wider variety to broaden our nutritional intake, help maintain biodiversity and add excitement to the plate.
The catfish filets I bought were surprisingly inexpensive, at around $10 a pound, and they were delightfully mild-tasting. I hadn't bought catfish in as long as I can remember, and I was happy to have it back on my radar with the assurance that it is an optimal choice (specifically, when farmed in the United States or caught in the Chesapeake Bay).
It was a win prepared in the Jamaican escovitch-style, aromatically spiced and piled with those tangy, crisp-tender vegetables. Thank you, Seafood Watch -- we all need a nudge to branch out once in a while.
Get the recipe: Jamaican Escovitch Catfish
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Five charged in connection to Matthew Perry's death
Two suspects were indicted by a grand jury with conspiracy to distribute ketamine in connection to Matthew Perry's accidental overdose death, according to a U.S. district court filing this week.
By Samantha Chery, Herb Scribner | 2024-08-15

Actor Matthew Perry (Jelani Rice/FTWP)


Two people were indicted by a grand jury and several others named as co-conspirators in "Friends" star Matthew Perry's overdose death last year, according to a U.S. District Court filing this week.
Jasveen Sangha and Salvador Plascencia were accused of working "to knowingly and intentionally distribute ketamine."
Three co-conspirators -- Perry's live-in personal assistant Kenneth Iwamasa, an acquaintance of the actor Erik Fleming, and physician Mark Chavez -- were also named in the indictment. 
Department of Justice officials said at a news conference Thursday afternoon that all five would face charges.
The indictment names the victim only by initials "M.P.," but includes a number of details that line up with Perry's death on Oct. 28 at age 54. He was found unresponsive in a jacuzzi at his Los Angeles home.
The Los Angeles Police Department said in May that it was working with the Drug Enforcement Administration and the U.S. Postal Service to investigate the source of the ketamine that killed Perry.
In December, the Los Angeles County medical examiner's office revealed the actor died of the acute effects of ketamine and ruled his death as an accident. There were no signs of foul play or fatal trauma, according to the autopsy report. Drowning, coronary artery disease and the effects of buprenorphine, a drug used to treat opioid use disorder, also contributed to the actor's death, the medical examiner wrote in a news release.
Perry had undergone ketamine infusion therapy, but his last treatment was more than a week before his death, meaning the "high levels" of ketamine found in his system could not have been from the treatment, the medical examiner's office said in the report.
Perry struggled with alcohol and drug addiction throughout his career, which he explained in his 2022 memoir, "Friends, Lovers, and the Big Terrible Thing." He wrote that he spent millions of dollars on dozens of detox treatment stints. Many who watched his career noticed his change in weight, which he said was a result of his battle with addiction.
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The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Soak in the atmosphere at a county fair, celebrate Chuck Brown with music and art, explore D.C. Plant Week, or enjoy Restaurant Week discounts.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-08-15
Lovers of midway games, Ferris wheels, fried foods and monster trucks are living their best lives, as the Montgomery County Agricultural Fair, the Prince William County Fair and the Arlington County Fair all overlap for the next few days. But there are plenty of events that don't involve livestock, too: Chuck Brown Day brings go-go to Fort Dupont Park. D.C. Plant Week provides more than seven days of events targeted at gardeners and aspiring gardeners. There's live jazz at the Smithsonian and a sing-along "Sound of Music" at Wolf Trap. Mezcal cocktails flow in Navy Yard, and Electric Cool-Aid challenges local bartenders to craft the perfect frozen drink. Alexandria restaurants offer discounted meals during the city's summer restaurant week, and the National Postal Museum invites everyone over for a game of Dungeons & Dragons.
Montgomery County Agricultural Fair
The last few days of the Montgomery County Fair are anything but quiet, thanks to monster trucks (Thursday at 7:30 p.m.) and demolition derbies (Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m.). There are activities throughout the fairgrounds: baby farm animals, circus performers, racing pigs, live music, hypnotists and escape artists, as well as the ever-popular rides and midway games, and plenty of fried food. Don't forget to tour the main tents to see award-winning pies, quilts and other crafts. Note that evening shows and ride tickets are not included in fair admission. Through Saturday. $12-$15; free for children 11 and younger. $15 parking.
Prince William County Fair
With 4-H animal exhibits, a midway with rides and games, a petting zoo, camel and pony rides, concerts, and blue-ribbon competitions, the Prince William County Fair in Manassas is a crowd-pleaser. The final days of the fair bring monster trucks (Thursday and Friday) and a demolition derby (Saturday), as well as local wine tastings and a plethora of snack options in the "Food Vendor Valley." Through Saturday. $25; $15 for ages 5 to 13 and 65 and older; free for children 4 and younger.
Arlington County Fair
The Arlington County Fair doesn't offer the monster trucks or livestock demonstrations that other local county fairs do. Instead, it celebrates its role as a Metro-accessible fair with activities for all ages. So you'll get your midway rides and a petting zoo, but also live music, dance performances, family-friendly fitness classes, bingo games, storytellers and theater for kids, and music and trivia in a beer garden. Sign up to participate in pie-eating, burrito-eating and pizza-eating contests, or chow down on fried Oreos and giant turkey legs. A shuttle service runs from Clarendon to the fair, held at the Thomas Jefferson Community Center, but there are also bike valets and nearby bus stops. Through Sunday. Free.
'A Toast to the Boogie: Art in the Name of Funkadelic' closing party at I Street Gallery
Back in June, the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities' I Street Gallery unveiled "A Toast to the Boogie," an exhibition celebrating the legacy of Parliament and Funkadelic through artifacts, vintage photos and original works by 20 contemporary artists. After all, it was Parliament's George Clinton who popularized D.C.'s nickname of "Chocolate City." Now, though, it's time for the Mothership to take off -- but not before one last party. The closing of "A Toast to the Boogie" features three hours of artist talks with exhibit curator Michelle May-Curry, DJs, a pop-up vendor market and food trucks. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Take 5: Jazz at SAAM at Smithsonian American Art Museum
Outdoor concerts are a summer staple, but sometimes you want air conditioning -- and fountains and cold refreshments, too. Jazz flutist and vocalist Alex Hamburger and her band touch down in the Smithsonian American Art Museum's Kogod Courtyard for an after-work concert. Borrow a board game to play as you listen, or bring a book and find a seat on one of the planters under the undulating glass roof. Food and drinks, including wine and beer, are available from the courtyard's cafe. (Note: While the event page says "sold out," the museum says the performance is open to all.) 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Mezcal and Friends at Trouble Bird
Mal Bien Mezcal works with small, independent family producers to create its various mezcal expressions -- a business model that has made it a favorite of mezcal lovers. Navy Yard's Trouble Bird hosts an evening of Mal Bien flights paired with snacks, and cocktails featuring various mescals crafted by the house bartending team and the mezcal-loving Bar Manos. 8 p.m. to midnight. Free admission; drink prices vary.
'Barbie' outdoor movie screening at D.C. Armory lawn
There are only two outdoor movies left in Events DC's family-friendly Summer Movie Series. The penultimate screening, which takes place outside the D.C. Armory on East Capitol Street, features "Barbie." The movie begins at dusk, but there's plenty to do before, including a disco dance party, family games, and free food and drinks (while they last). Bring lawn chairs or blankets to spread on the grass. 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
AFI at Merriweather Post Pavilion
True to its full moniker, AFI has kept a fire inside burning for decades by constantly feeding it new fuel. The East Bay band started out as a hardcore outfit before prioritizing horror instead of humor and embracing the macabre edge of punk. Throughout, vocalist Davey Havok has turned sorrow and suffering into still-resonant rallying cries like "Through our bleeding, we are one." 6:30 p.m. $25-$80.
Caroline Chambers and Carla Hall at the Lincoln Theatre
The most popular food and drink newsletter on Substack? That would be What to Cook When You Don't Feel Like Cooking, by recipe developer and cookbook author Caroline Chambers, which boasts more than 195,000 subscribers. Chambers's second collection of recipes, also called "What to Cook When You Don't Feel Like Cooking," was released this week, and she's celebrating at the Lincoln Theatre with a Q&A hosted by "Top Chef" favorite Carla Hall, followed by a book signing sponsored by Bold Fork Books. 7:30 p.m. $35-$45.
Alexandria Restaurant Week
Metropolitan Washington Restaurant Week started Monday, but now Alexandria is getting in on the action. More than 90 restaurants -- spanning Old Town, Del Ray, Westover and other neighborhoods -- are offering set multicourse menus for $27.50, $40 or $50 through Aug. 25, while some fast-casual eateries are offering discounted meals for two. Names to look out for include Vermilion, Spice Kraft Indian Bistro, Virginia's Darling and Evening Star Cafe, but the Restaurant Week website has a look book with full menus to peruse. Through Aug. 25. $27.50-$50.
Montgomery Parks' All-Star Comedy Show at Cabin John Regional Park
There are many reasons to visit Cabin John Regional Park: the wooded "adventure playground," the miniature train, the ice rink, the slightly unnerving trash receptacle known as Porky the Litter Eater. One you might not think of: belly laughs, or at least a polite chortle. Montgomery Parks' All-Star Comedy Show brings six local comedians, whom you may have enjoyed at venues like the Improv, Hotbed or the Kennedy Center, to Cabin John's amphitheater for a night of jokes under the stars. Pack a lawn chair, and pick up snacks from food trucks or craft beer and hard seltzer from Gaithersburg's Saints Row Brewing. Organizers warn the performance is best for ages 17 and older. 6 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
'The Sound of Music' Sing-A-Long at Wolf Trap
Forget princes on bridges and little girls in pale pink coats: If you're around Vienna on Friday, you'll hear "Layee odl, layee odl layee oo" loudly coming from many throats at Wolf Trap. The occasion is the sing-along "The Sound of Music," which starts with a costume contest (think outfits made from drapes or, you know, lonely goatherds) and interactive props, and continues with mass choruses of "Do-Re-Mi," "My Favorite Things," "Sixteen Going on Seventeen" and other songs you probably won't have to use the lyric sheet for. Arrive early to fuel up with a picnic. 7 p.m. $29-$49.
Chuck Brown Day at Fort Dupont Park
If you watched the Olympic breaking competition, you might have heard a familiar slice of D.C. funk, as DJs spun the Soul Searchers' "Blow Your Whistle" while dancers toprocked and froze. It's just another demonstration of how far Chuck Brown's legacy has spread beyond D.C. The godfather of go-go is celebrated with music and culture Saturday at the city's 10th annual Chuck Brown Day in Fort Dupont Park in Southeast. The Chuck Brown Band headlines, of course, but Northeast Groovers, Vybe Band and TOB also take the stage, alongside DJ Kool, DJ Flexx, Quicksilva and Poet. Food trucks and a kids' zone are also part of the party. Coolers and lawn chairs are allowed at the amphitheater; grills and alcohol are not. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
D.C. Plant Week
Just as Summer Restaurant Week winds down, another seven days of discounts begin -- only this time, the beneficiaries are plant lovers. D.C. Plant Week is hosted by Rewild, a plant shop with four area locations, but participants include regional sellers, such as Plntr, Take Care Shop, American Plant and Foliage, as well as many area hardware stores. The deals rotate by day and location but include storewide discounts on pots, books and lots (and lots) of plants. Besides a green shopping spree, attendees can also participate in events throughout the week. The kickoff fundraiser Saturday at Rewild Warehouse is a silent auction on terrariums and plant creations to support City Blossoms, a nonprofit dedicated to creating urban green spaces and programming for city children. It's followed throughout the week by panels, poetry, wine tasting, plant swaps and more -- including one hands-on workshop at Plntr that'll teach you how to turn D.C. restaurant compost into soil. (Take that, Restaurant Week.) Through Aug. 24. Prices vary; see dcplantweek.com for details.
Museum & Monsters at the Smithsonian's National Postal Museum
In honor of the 50th anniversary of Dungeons & Dragons, the U.S. Postal Service created 10 new stamps featuring characters and creatures from the fantasy role-playing world. The National Postal Museum celebrates the stamp drop with Capitol Hill game store Labyrinth Games & Puzzles at an after-hours event. Costumes aren't required, but those who do show up in fantasy garb (wizards, Druids, maidens and monsters welcome) can win prizes. Participate in art activities inspired by the stamp designs, or play some D&D yourself -- Labyrinth is hosting sessions suited for beginners as well as seasoned adventurers packing their own 20-sided die. While the event is free and open to all gamers age 18 and older, the museum recommends registering on Eventbrite, and once the event nears capacity, preference for entry will be given to those who preregistered. You'll also need to register on Labyrinth's site if you'd like to play a D&D game. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Sneaker Con at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center
To find the most fashionable and attention-grabbing kicks in D.C. this weekend, look no further than the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, where the 15th anniversary of Sneaker Con brings at least 400 dealers specializing in everything from one-of-a-kind Nike Dunks to vintage Stussy. Those holy grail Travis Scott Air Jordan 1 Elkins? There will be 12 pairs available for sale each day. But even if you can't cop those -- or you can't afford the prices some collectors want for the rarest gems -- make your way to the Trading Pit, where you can bring your collectible (preferably gently worn) shoes and trade them with another sneakerhead. From game shows to live auctions to eBay authenticators, this whole weekend is a sneaker fan's dream. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. $30; $45 for two days.
Bands and Brews: Del Ray's Summer Bar Crawl
The streets of Del Ray are filled with music Saturday afternoon, thanks to bands and DJs performing at more than 20 locations throughout the neighborhood: beer gardens, coffee shops, neighborhood restaurants, even pop-up stages in parking lots. (The full lineup is on Visit Del Ray's Facebook page.) The fourth annual Summer Bar Crawl also features food and drink specials at those same 20-plus locations -- all you have to do is purchase a wristband and pick it up at venues like Lena's Wood-Fired Pizza or Hops n Shine. Proceeds benefit the Alexandria Domestic Violence Safehouse and the Spitfire Club children's book club. 12:30 to 6 p.m. $15; $25 at the door.
'The West Wing' book talk at Sixth & I
This fall brings the 25th anniversary of the NBC political drama "The West Wing," a television show that influenced a generation to major in political science. To mark the occasion, Sixth & I hosts a discussion with the authors of "What's Next: A Backstage Pass to The West Wing, Its Cast and Crew, and Its Enduring Legacy of Service." Penned by cast members Melissa Fitzgerald and Mary McCormack, the book features more than 100 interviews with the cast, crew and fans of the idealistic White House of the show. But for "West Wing" superfans, special appearances by President Jed Bartlet -- a.k.a. Martin Sheen -- and White House communications director Toby Ziegler -- a.k.a. Richard Schiff -- at Sixth & I should make this event even more appealing. While in-person tickets are sold out, a virtual viewing option is still available, with the option of a signed book. 7:30 p.m. $12 for a virtual ticket; $43 for a virtual ticket and a book with a signed bookplate.
Sausage Fest at Wunder Garten
Wunder Garten has had a busy summer hosting soccer viewing parties -- the Euros, Copa America, the Olympics -- but now it's time to turn attention to other things: bratwurst, foam parties, live bands, even dachshunds. A fundraiser for the forthcoming D.C. LGBTQ+ Community Center and the Capital Pride Alliance, this weekend-long festival is centered on a sausage pop-up called "Who Let the Dogs Out," selling both traditional and vegetarian sausages. Look for live bands on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, as well as appearances by LGBTQ+ organizations. Saturday's highlight is an evening foam party with beach attire encouraged -- maybe Metro's new Foggy Bottom swim trunks? -- and a DJ, while Sunday brings the "Best Wiener Dog Contest" at 2 p.m. Show up early to enter a costumed pup. Saturday from noon to midnight; Sunday from noon to 11 p.m. Free.
Zip and Paint at Anacostia Community Museum
Have a denim jacket or a pair of boring jeans taking up space in your closet? Learn how to transform them into artistic statements during a workshop at the Smithsonian's Anacostia Community Museum, covering design transfers, working with fabric paint, stencils and color blending. You'll never look at old denim the same way. (BYO clothing, obviously.) Noon to 2 p.m. Free.
Ultimate Nationals Watch Party at Walters Sports Bar
The Nationals might be playing in Philadelphia this weekend, but fans will still be cheering loudly on N Street, across from the ballpark. The Walters Watch Party includes appearances by the Racing Presidents; food and drink specials, including $5 glasses of Lost Barrel Brewing's Ryan Zimmerman No. 11 Kolsch; and an array of giveaways, including Champions Club tickets and a signed CJ Abrams jersey. And, obviously, win or lose, you get to boo Bryce Harper. 6 p.m. Free.
Uncorked: D.C. at Nationals Park
Oenophiles who also love baseball are the target audience for the Washington edition of the Uncorked wine festival, which takes over Nationals Park while the Nats are on the road in Philadelphia. The ballpark turns into an open-air wine bar, with more than 100 kinds of vino to sip and try -- plus seltzers, canned cocktails and spirits. Live music and food trucks round out the sports-free evening. All tickets include unlimited tastings, but optional upgrades include early admission and access to a VIP lounge with air conditioning. 7 to 11 p.m. $75-$110.
Electric Cool-Aid Frozen Test
One of the most enjoyable and brain-freezing cocktail contests of the year finds bartenders from Amazonia, Side Door, Silver Lyan, Trouble Bird and Your Only Friend bringing their coldest and most creative frozen drink recipes to Shaw's Electric Cool-Aid, where both judges and the public at large get to cast votes for their favorites. (Here are four of the competitors from last year.) No tickets are required; just show up and order drinks or a flight. 2 p.m. Free.
Chuck Brown & Chocolate City Art Fair at Metrobar
Celebrations of Chuck Brown continue for a second day, as Metrobar hosts the annual Chuck Brown & Chocolate City Art Fair, curated by local collective Artbae, with a marketplace of D.C-based makers and vendors, record dealers, DJs, live performances, food trucks, and themed cocktails. 4 to 9 p.m. Free.
Chillable Reds Wine Tasting at the Roost
When you think of cool wines for warm weather, your mind might turn to fruity riesling or crushable rose. But there are plenty of reds that fit the bill, too, including beaujolais or lambrusco. Let the wine mavens at the Roost change your mind during a special walk-around tasting at the Hill East food hall, where you can sip unlimited samples of 30 reds -- don't be afraid to go back to compare and contrast -- and purchase discounted bottles for home tasting. Noon to 2 p.m. $45.
Anacostia Community Museum Youth Gardening Program
The Anacostia Community Museum invites kids to get their hands dirty in the garden right before starting a new school year. The Smithsonian museum's inaugural Youth Gardening Program is free for elementary-schoolers enrolled in grades three through five, and it runs for four consecutive mornings. Kids can learn and play during interactive garden workshops, art projects and cooking demonstrations before enjoying a provided lunch. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
Baby Goat Social Hour at Gustave Boulangerie Garden
Goat yoga ostensibly involves some form of exercise, but in August, yogi Beth A. Wolfe is hosting an event that involves nothing more than cuddling baby goats with a drink in hand. A herd of goats, including 5-month-old tykes and their mothers, is making its way to Del Ray for a happy hour outside at the Gustave Boulangerie Garden. The ticket price includes one drink and plenty of photo ops with playful goats. All attendees must be at least 10 years old, and everyone must have a ticket to enter the garden. 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. $40.
New Found Glory at the Fillmore Silver Spring
New Found Glory epitomized millennial pop-punk by writing impossibly catchy tunes fueled by Jordan Pundik's nasal lyrics about teenage vulnerability and relationships that are always at their breaking point. Even before they grew up, they seemed to know these youthful concerns were fleeting ("All Downhill From Here," "Nothing Gold Can Stay"). On this tour, the Florida four-piece will celebrate the 20th anniversary of "Catalyst" by playing the album in full. 7:30 p.m. $51.
Women in Whiskey dinner at Duke's Grocery
When we talk about multicourse pairing dinners, it's usually five courses accompanied by beer or wine -- not cocktails. But that's not the case with this special event at Duke's Grocery in Foggy Bottom, where Catoctin Creek distiller and co-founder Becky Harris and brand rep Avalon Oona Haas are presenting five rounds of dishes paired with cocktails from the award-winning Purcellville distillery: Think sunchoke curry and a Roundstone Rye, or a gin cocktail with salmon croquettes. 6 p.m. $65.
Gaslight Anthem at the Anthem
While countless emo songs could be described as "gaslight anthems," the Gaslight Anthem isn't emo, instead drawing from straight-ahead rock, punk and, notably, Bruce Springsteen, whom the band enlisted in 2023 for a collaboration on its first album after a long hiatus. To scratch that emo itch, catch the openers: California punks Joyce Manor deliver full-throated, full-hearted songs like "Constant Headache," while Baltimore trio Pinkshift is reclaiming ragged pop-punk from a long lineage of sad White boys. 8 p.m. $45-$75.
Get Crafty: Saving Summer Memories at 1921 Biergarten
Summer's almost over, but the memories could live on forever. At the latest edition of the Heurich House's monthly Get Crafty! happy hours, guests can make and decorate picture frames, perfect for the photos that deserve to be seen outside your phone. All supplies are provided. Beers from Bluejacket, Right Proper and other local craft breweries and cideries are for sale alongside glasses of Virginia wine. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
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'Good One' is in on the dad joke, and so much more
India Donaldson's sharp, subtle debut feature unpacks the tale of a teenager on a camping trip with her father.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-15

James Le Gros in "Good One." (Metrograph Pictures)


An overly simplistic but undeniable observation: Men are raised in our culture to watch women, and women are raised in our culture to be watched by men. Consequently, women tend to be very aware they're being watched by men, while men pay little attention to the fact that they're watching women. Consequently, men aren't as aware when they're being watched by women, and they tend to reveal a lot more of themselves than they may realize.
Welcome to "Good One," India Donaldson's short, sharp, subtle tale of a teenager on a camping trip with her father and his best friend. The title is, of course, eye-rolling teen-speak in response to an amusingly bad dad joke. But it also speaks to the process of a young woman honing her radar on the men in her orbit to learn what -- and who -- might be honest, safe and true. Who's "the good one"? And how do you tell?
The young woman is Sam (Lily Collias), 17 and gearing up for college in the fall, leaving behind the bourgeois comforts of brownstone Brooklyn and a cozy, committed relationship with a high school girlfriend (Sumaya Bouhbal). As a parting gift, she's agreed to spend the weekend hiking in the Catskills with her dad, Chris (James LeGros); his longtime friend Matt (Danny McCarthy); and Matt's teenage son Dylan (Julian Grady). Except that Dylan pitches a fit on the front stoop at the last minute, leaving Sam and the two men to head north on their own.
An adolescent's worst-case scenario? Perhaps. But writer-director Donaldson, whose remarkable first feature this is, parks us right next to Sam in the back seat as she engages with, indulges and observes the two dads up front. In Collias's meticulously reactive performance, Sam is quiet and self-assured but still learning the nuances of human behavior, and she's attentive to the dynamics between the two men, and between them and her. "Good One" is very much about a woman watching men.

Lilly Collias in "Good One." (Metrograph Pictures)


For their parts, the fathers are sympathetic, aggravating pieces of work, recognizable to anyone who has pondered the mysteries of all things dad. Chris is a genial hipster control freak, the kind who packs his knapsack like a game of Tetris, and LeGros -- a fine actor who's never quite broken through to stardom -- walks a charismatic line between admiration and annoyance. (He doesn't really see Sam, but he thinks he does, and she gives him credit for trying.)
Matt, by contrast, is a hapless galoot, everyone's favorite screw-up -- the kind of guy who packs his knapsack like a game of 52 pickup. Both men are divorced, Chris with a young second wife and toddler, and Matt after an ill-advised affair -- there's a reason his son pitched a fit. As the hike unfolds and Sam cooks the camp dinners and cleans up afterward because Chris and Matt just assume she will, we hear the men's histories, rationalizations and moments of genuine introspection. She takes it all in, and Matt especially is glad to have an audience (and perturbed, as is Chris, when a friendly trio of college guys set up camp next to them for an evening, briefly threatening the older men's illusions of youth).
"Good One" takes advantage of the summer lushness of the Catskills, Wilson Cameron's nature-centric cinematography and Celia Hollander's ruminative acoustic score to cast a spell over its 89 sure-footed minutes. Donaldson's script and the performances are never mean; they simply acknowledge some of the truths in which stereotypes can be rooted, of male insecurity and self-serving moral blindness, and they ask what a woman still forming herself is to make of them.
The answers are oblique but satisfying. "Good One" may be a daunting film for fathers to watch with grown daughters (especially if they're hikers): Low-voltage arguments as to whether Chris and Matt are to be pitied or censured might alternate with running commentary on the characters' camping equipment and then perhaps intakes of breath and weary nods when a line is crossed in the movie, followed by a more profoundly hurtful betrayal. If Sam ends up older and wiser about the lies men can tell themselves, each other and the women in their lives, the movie implies she's graduated into a vast and weary sisterhood, one that has learned the hard way the perils of naivete. The question any guy watching "Good One" might ask is who taught them that, and when and why.
R. At Landmark E Street Cinema. Contains mature language. 89 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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When an Asian actress plays Hillary Clinton giving a speech at McDonald's
Signature Theatre's revised version of David Henry Hwang and Jeanine Tesori's Pulitzer finalist, "Soft Power," finds an engaging angle on our political discourse.
By Rhoda Feng | 2024-08-15

Grace Yoo and Daniel May in "Soft Power" at Signature Theatre. (Daniel Rader)


Soft power, explains a character in David Henry Hwang's play of that name, refers to the geopolitical influence that gets circulated through "art, inventions, culture." While nations might wield soft power on the global stage, plays run on different kinds of power: immediacy, surprise and affect-stirring articulation.
All of which are abundantly present in Hwang's play. "Soft Power," a 2020 Pulitzer finalist now running at Signature Theatre, is nothing if not audacious. It starts as a seemingly straightforward narrative -- a fictionalized version of Hwang, known as DHH (Steven Eng), is commissioned to write a musical in which "the Americans come to accept the wisdom of Chinese ways" -- before becoming a hallucinatory dream-sical. The catalyst for the shift is adapted from an event in Hwang's own life: In 2015, he was stabbed in the vertebral artery, losing about a third of his blood.
The musical nested within the play (Jeanine Tesori provides the lush score and co-wrote the frequently earwormy lyrics with Hwang) is inspired by Rodgers and Hammerstein's "The King and I," but with the Orientalist narrative flipped and updated for our times. Here, a Chinese visitor -- the producer Xue Xing  (Daniel May) -- teaches various Americans, including Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump-era officials, about life, love and, most crucially, politics.

Andrew Cristi, center, and the cast of "Soft Power." (Daniel Rader)


Directed with flair by Ethan Heard, "Soft Power" isn't just a civics lesson, though; it's a sharp, often absurdist, critique of the American democratic process, delivered with a wink and a nudge. Many members of the all-Asian cast perform in whiteface, complete with blond wigs, turning the tables on the usual power dynamics of race in American theater.
Clinton, portrayed with verve by Grace Yoo, manifests as a regal presence on a raised platform, coolly surveying the scene below her. It's 2016, and she's about to give a campaign speech at a McDonald's. Clad in an immaculate off-white trench coat, she belts out "We've got problems" while clutching a heavy binder of policy positions. Far from the stiff, overly polished politician we know from the campaign trail, this Clinton is a revelation -- a dancing queen with more moves than a chessboard. As her campaign manager (Chani Wereley) metronomically shouts out different dance styles, she strips off her coat and spangled pantsuit to reveal a Wonder Woman costume -- a riotous visual metaphor of politician as multitasking performer. (Choreography is by Billy Bustamante; dazzling costumes are by Helen Q. Huang.)
This version of "Soft Power" is around 40 minutes shorter than the one that ran off-Broadway at the Public Theater in 2019. The cuts have mostly been for the better: The latest incarnation scuppers the character of Xue's American girlfriend, who whitesplained "The King and I" to DHH in the play's New York run, and a panel discussion about the musical set 50 years into the future. What remains is a taut, engaging production made even more teeth-grindingly relevant by sly allusions to both cat ladies and the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.

"Soft Power" satirizes various aspects of American culture. (DJ Corey Photography)


For all the bravura performances and successful skewering of American exceptionalism, one is tempted at times to poke holes. The persistent invocation of the East-West dichotomy may serve the play's central conceit, but reinscribes racial stereotypes and flattens all characters, subsuming them into ethnic monoliths.
Cast members have unironically referred to the show as "a live-action political cartoon," which turns out to be both its strength and weakness. Satire, with its tendency for exaggeration, throttles ambiguity and takes us only so far; past a certain point, it seems more subtractive than additive. Even more pertinent in an election year: A witty ditty about the electoral college and the mysteries of the ballot box, which Xue later blames for throwing "your country into chaos," glosses over foreign interference in U.S. elections, voter-suppression laws and threats against election officials, among other things.
I don't mean to sound totally dismissive. Far from it. "Soft Power" isn't a play that asks simply to be seen and pedestaled; it demands to be engaged with, argued over, maybe even remade. Like democracy itself.
Soft Power, through Sept. 15 at Signature Theatre in Arlington, Va. 85 minutes, no intermission. sigtheatre.org.
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'Alien: Romulus' goes back to gut-busting genre basics
A fresh-faced cast squares off against the usual beasties in a solid sequel.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-14

Xenomorph and Cailee Spaeny as Rain Carradine in "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios)


Because American pop culture in general and Hollywood in particular like to inflate their properties to epic, endlessly profitable proportions, we forget what a slim and elegant piece of work Ridley Scott's 1979 "Alien" was. It was suspense stripped down to the genre studs: seven people in a tin can floating in space -- well, six people and one closet android -- plus an endlessly shape-shifting Freudian nightmare with teeth.
James Cameron stuck to the playbook for 1986's "Aliens," delivering one of the finest action movies of all time, before the series spun off into nihilism ("Alien 3"), vain attempts to pump up the back mythology ("Alien: Prometheus" and its sequel) and bald cash grabs ("Alien vs. Predator").
Directed by the inventive Uruguayan horror specialist Fede Alvarez ("Don't Breathe"), the new "Alien: Romulus" was billed as a back-to-basics reboot, and to its credit, it's a no-frills, straight-up genre piece built largely on the bones of the first two movies. All that's missing are originality and a convincing final act, and, honestly, you could do worse for a Saturday night eek-a-thon.
(Technically, "Alien: Romulus" is being marketed as not a sequel but an "interquel," a bastard nonword that deserves to be roundly mocked and the studio executive who coined it shunned.)
Where the cast of "Alien" was made up of mature character actors and one tough newcomer in Sigourney Weaver as Ellen Ripley, "Alien: Romulus" is mostly staffed with young actors familiar from various TV series. (We'll get to the major exception in a bit.) The movie starts on a distant mining planet that makes "Blade Runner" look like Club Med, where a ragtag group of orphans in their early 20s are desperate to escape to a solar system with actual sunlight. Cousins Tyler (Archie Renaux of "Shadow and Bone") and Bjorn (Spike Fearn of "Tell Me Everything") lead an illicit foray to an abandoned spaceship floating just beyond the exosphere, hoping to power up its engines and sleep pods for the nine-year journey.
Along for the ride are a nail-spitting pilot (Aileen Wu), a sweet-faced wet blanket (Isabela Merced of "100 Things to Do Before High School") and -- this movie's Ripley -- Rain Carradine (Cailee Spaeny, Priscilla Presley in Sofia Coppola's "Priscilla"), who's been invited along mostly because the others need her adopted brother, an outdated synthetic human, or synth, named Andy. As played by the British actor David Jonsson -- of HBO's "Industry" and last year's delightfully bonkers romantic comedy "Rye Lane" -- Andy is a well-meaning half-wit of an android, a Lennie to Rain's George, but he can still interface with the ship's operating system as a sort of mobile key ring.

Archie Renaux and Cailee Spaeny in "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios)


Do I need to tell you that the abandoned ship -- divided into two halves named Romulus and Remus -- carries the brand Weyland-Yutani, the name of the Alien series's nefarious corporation? Or that beasties galore await in various stages of obscene evolution? "Alien: Romulus" doesn't reinvent the monster or its exoskeleton; it just sets a zillion of them skittering, face-hugging, gut-busting and proudly displaying their dental work as the cast is winnowed down in various icky ways. (This installment makes good use of the creatures' acid blood, a feature I've always felt didn't get enough respect.)
On a scene-by-scene basis, the movie works -- it functions, and that's good enough given that Spaeny and Jonsson provide the necessary emotional grounding. (Jonsson's Andy gets an upgrade at one point, allowing the character to leap from a sputtering old desktop to a high-powered workstation, and the actor toggles between the two modes with wit and sensitivity.) Director Alvarez doesn't go overboard on the gore or the jump scares, and he stages the action in coherent, taut, exciting set pieces, balancing the deep dread of Scott's original with the muscle-bound action of Cameron's sequel. If only there were new ideas, too.

David Jonsson as Andy in "Alien: Romulus." (20th Century Studios)


Correction: There are two new ideas, one of which is problematic enough to be worth spoiling and the other of which doesn't work at all. The first -- again, spoiler alert! -- is the appearance of actor Ian Holm in a variation of his villainous android Ash from the first "Alien." This time he's called Rook, and if you're confused by the fact that Sir Ian died in 2020, don't be: He has been resurrected through the combined miracles of artificial intelligence, digital jiggery-pokery, voice work and a nod to the late actor's estate.
Should we be concerned that this is the opening salvo in what may be unintentional horrors to come? Humphrey Bogart and Elizabeth Taylor in "Alien 13: Night of the Zombie Stars"? Sean Connery in "You Only Live Thrice"? You can bet we'll be seeing more exhumations in the future, but I imagine the Screen Actors Guild would like a word.
More immediately problematic is the finale of "Alien: Romulus," traditionally the part of the series the more jaded among us call "Ripley goes back for the cat." I'll just say it involves one of the movie's more hapless characters, a vial of experimental Weyland-Yutani DNA, and a creature meant to be terrifying that is instead merely and extremely laughable.
By then it's too late to complain. In space, no one can hear you ask for your money back.
R. At area theaters. Contains bloody violent content and language. 117 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Tinashe can't match her own freak on 'Quantum Baby'
Listeners hoping for more tracks like "Nasty" on Tinashe's "Quantum Baby" will be mostly out of luck.
By Chris Kelly | 2024-08-14

Tinashe, whose seventh studio album, "Quantum Baby," was released August 16. (Gary Gerard Hamilton/AP)


This summer, R&B singer Tinashe scored her biggest hit in a decade with "Nasty," a track that feels much bigger than its Billboard chart position. There's the dance clip that went viral on (what else) TikTok; pop mothers Madonna and Christina Aguilera using the song as social media soundtrack; and, in the highest possible compliment, Janet Jackson -- Ms. Nasty herself -- mixing the song into her set in concert.
For listeners who have been tuned into Tinashe since the 31-year-old bubbled up online when she was still a teenager, "Nasty" is vindication, proof that all the fandom and fawning had been worth it (see also: the "Brat" summer spawned by Tinashe's one-time collaborator Charli XCX).
But more than that, "Nasty" is the platonic ideal of a Tinashe song: a barely-there beat and dial tone melody set the stage for everything the Angeleno can do with her voice: She can sing "ohs" and "ahs" like an electric piano, half-rap bedroom boasts, open it up for arena-ready choruses and chop it up into meme-able loops: "Is somebody gonna match my freak?"
Unfortunately, Tinashe's answer to her own question is "no," at least on her new album, "Quantum Baby." Listeners hoping for more tracks like "Nasty" on a short-but-sweet effort that serves as a companion album to last year's "BB/ANG3L" will be mostly out of luck.

The cover of Tinashe's "Quantum Baby." (Tinashe Music Inc./Nice Life Recording Company)


"Quantum Baby" never quite gets to second gear: "No Simulation" layers on Tinashe's birdsong vocals for a crescendo but doesn't crash, while the percussion-free "Red Flags" really could use some (to quote Janet, "Give me a beat!"). Several tracks get lost in the haze that has marked previous albums: Tinashe's upper register and head voice float above the midtempo grooves of "Thirsty," "Cross That Line" and "When I Get You Alone," songs that share bits of DNA with previous highlights but don't fully come together.
The closest Tinashe comes to another "Nasty"-sized jam is "No Broke Boys," an F-your-feelings anthem that feels like an all-the-ladies singalong in the making ("No broke boys/ No new friends"). As on "Nasty," beat, bass, melody, message and attitude sync like clockwork.
If making a hit was easy, everyone would do it. Tinashe has proven she can, on bona fide smashes "2 On" and "All Hands On Deck" and on shoulda-beens such as "Superlove" and "Throw a Fit." She's always been close enough to the underground to be on the cutting edge of club-goes-pop sounds; for an EP of "Nasty" remixes, she enlisted groove god Kaytranada, club queen Uniiqu3 and even experimental pop artist Jane Remover to keep the freaknik going.
Tinashe has released countless projects that have been bogged down in woozy slo-mo jams seemingly made to soundtrack smoke sessions and sexcapades -- a mode she is clearly interested in exploring. Maybe it's not a bug but a feature, as if to say, "I can do nasty all by myself."
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In 'Mothers' Instinct,' Hathaway and Chastain can't unleash their divas
Playing suburban friends torn asunder by tragedy, the Oscar-winning actresses are too tasteful to bring maximum melodrama.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-14

Anne Hathaway and Jessica Chastain in "Mothers' Instinct." (Neon)


God, what I wouldn't give to see Joan Crawford and Bette Davis in "Mothers' Instinct," the pallid suspense thriller that skipped through theaters like a stone on its way into the ocean of on-demand. Back in the heyday of the great studios, they knew to treat melodrama like grand opera: sweeping gestures, crazy-eyed divas front and center, emotions amped up to reach sobbing audiences in the back row.
Instead, Benoit Delhomme's overly decorous period piece casts Anne Hathaway and Jessica Chastain in the lead roles of suburban neighbors who wage psychological warfare after a tragedy destroys their friendship. Both women are fine actors, with the statuary on their shelves to prove it. But roles like this don't call for fine acting. They call for big acting, the kind that leaves a moviegoer slack-jawed at the passions erupting off the screen. The sort of performances that obliterate the line between high art and trash.
And "Mothers' Instinct" is, at heart, pretty good trash, an adaptation of a well-regarded beach read by Belgian thriller writer Barbara Abel that has been filmed once before in France ("Duelles," 2018). The new film is set in an Eisenhower-era neverland, where the lawns are perfectly manicured and the housewives exquisitely dressed. Celine (Hathaway) and Alice (Chastain) live next door to each other in stately, well-appointed homes with their respective husbands Damian (Josh Charles) and Simon (Anders Danielsen Lie) and respective 8-year-old sons Max (Baylen D. Bielitz) and Theo (Eamon O'Connell), the last two best friends.
The unthinkable happens early on: Max dies after an accident that Alice witnesses but is unable to prevent, and the previously gracious Celine disappears into a black hole of grief that snaps the bond between the two women. Guilt, recriminations, suspicions -- all are tamped awkwardly beneath a veneer of strained politeness, but beneath the surface, madness is bubbling.
So, which one's the crazy one? Chastain's Alice is established as the more insecure of the two, a former journalist still unsure whether choosing marriage and motherhood over career was the right choice. (Her husband blandly informs her she can do some reporting for Theo's school newspaper.) She's hesitant and cool around her son, too, who responds more naturally to the wounded bird that is his dead friend's mom. Is Celine (who we're told can't have another child) spending too much time with Theo? Does she have a darker game in mind? Or is Alice paranoid enough for a return trip to the sanitarium her husband sent her to after a bout of postpartum depression?

Alice (Chastain) and Celine (Hathaway) are next-door neighbors who become friends in "Mothers' Instinct." (Alyssa Longchamp/Neon)


On a technical level, "Mothers' Instinct" is swank as hell, with impeccable costumes, richly hued camerawork, and a score by Anne Nikitin that swoons and throbs and does all the emotional lifting. Which is good, because the acting doesn't. I'm not saying that Hathaway and Chastain give bad performances; they don't. They give tasteful performances -- exactly what is not called for, except for maybe at the beginning. By the end, this should be King Kong vs. Godzilla -- two larger-than-life actresses going at each other with their Oscars.
(How are Charles and Lie as the husbands, by the way? Doesn't matter -- in melodrama, the men are always interchangeable.)
It's a critic's failure to gauge the movie he wishes had been against the movie that is, but in this case the movie that is is disappointingly bloodless, cold rather than chilling, with a payoff that isn't shocking so much as an admission that we've spent 90 minutes we'll never get back. Hathaway's portrayal, a dark and thoughtful piece of acting, is the best thing here -- and also beside the point. She plays Celine as an elegantly tortured mother dear, when what's called for is Mommie Dearest.
Unrated. Available on Apple, Google Play, Prime Video and YouTube. Contains mild violence, psycho mommies. 94 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Mike Sainristil plays 'star,' and the Commanders think he can become one
Rookie Mike Sainristil has a dizzying job description as a modern-day nickelback, a position that has had evolving responsibilities in recent years.
By Varun Shankar | 2024-08-14

The Commanders drafted Mike Sainristil with the 50th pick in April and have been impressed by him throughout training camp. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


Mike Sainristil, welcome to the NFL. Here is your job description at nickelback: Do everything.
Be ready to cover the league's best receivers in the slot without the sideline to help you. Is that a tight end? Match up with him, too. Also, be ready to blitz off the edge. Remember your responsibilities against the run -- watch out for that 320-pound guard barreling your way. Is your head spinning yet? We're just getting started.
A slot defender -- one who matches up with an opponent between the offensive tackle and a wide receiver -- used to be considered a specialist. Those days have passed. Nickel packages, with five defensive backs and just two linebackers, are now the norm in the NFL. The Washington Commanders, under Coach Dan Quinn, give the slot defender a name befitting its importance: "star."
Sainristil, 23, played a similar position at Michigan. Listed at 5-foot-10 and 182 pounds, he is smaller than most players. But Washington was undeterred and drafted him in the second round in April.
General Manager Adam Peters and his staff identified 20 prospects with distinguishing characteristics and gave them the "Commander" tag. Assistant GM Lance Newmark didn't specify what those qualities were but said each player with the tag was "our kind of guy."
Washington deemed Sainristil worthy of the label and the draft's 50th pick. The Commanders seem bullish on his readiness. While they have shuffled players in the secondary and on the depth chart, Sainristil has played star most often. The team believes his mix of explosiveness and intelligence readied him for an early, demanding role.

At Michigan, Sainristil starred for the defense after converting from wide receiver. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)



Sainristil made a key interception during fourth quarter of a win at Maryland last season. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)



Sainristil tries to make a tackle against Nebraska in 2022. (Paul Sancya/AP)


"I wouldn't call myself undersized, but I'm not 6 feet, 200 pounds," Sainristil said. "So I think for me, it's just playing with my quickness, playing with my speed to be able to get off blocks. Striking quick, shedding those blocks and then not being scared to tackle but coming up and playing with my pads."
He showed his skills in his first preseason game, juking an offensive lineman and tracking down New York Jets wide receiver Malachi Corley.
The Commanders, as they did with all prospects, examined Sainristil's size in the pre-draft evaluation, defensive backs coach Tommy Donatell said. But his film in the physical Big Ten dispelled any concerns. Donatell called Sainristil "one of the best football players I saw on tape."
Sainristil posted 11th-percentile height and weight numbers when compared with all drafted cornerbacks since 1999, according to NFL combine database MockDraftable. He countered that with a 91st-percentile broad jump and an 88th-percentile vertical jump.
His combination of athleticism and decisiveness lets him play fast.
"This dude triggers," Donatell said. "When he sees something, he goes. There's no hesitation in this guy's game."
Take Sainristil's pick-six against Rutgers last season. He jumped a screen to the left side and bounced off a teammate. Another flipped over him. Most players on the field stopped, thinking the play was over. Meanwhile, Sainristil wove his way to a 71-yard touchdown return.
He finished the year with six interceptions, tied for third in the country, and excelled as the games got bigger. He forced two fumbles in Michigan's Big Ten title game win over Iowa, made six tackles against Alabama in a College Football Playoff semifinal and picked off Washington's Michael Penix Jr. to help the Wolverines secure their first national championship since 1997.
Former Alabama coach Nick Saban gushed about Sainristil during ESPN's NFL draft coverage.
"This guy may be the best football player, pound for pound, in the draft," said Saban, a former defensive back at Kent State who coached the position for many years. "He's instinctive, he's physical, and I know he's not very big, but I'm going to tell you what: This guy makes plays. ... Killed us in our game blitzing -- just killed us coming off the edge as a star."
Sainristil said his playing speed comes from presnap recognition. He pares down the offense's potential plays based on formation and alignment. His experience on offense -- he started his time in Ann Arbor as a wide receiver -- helps that process of elimination.
His football smarts have impressed the Commanders. They have noticed how quickly he can translate information from the meeting room to the field.
"For a young kid to hear it once, maybe walk through it once, and then bam," Donatell said, punctuating his point with a snap of his fingers, "it shows up full speed. It's a great sign."
Behind-the-scenes video published by the team emphasized Washington's love for the ex-Wolverine. In the draft war room, Quinn told principal owner Josh Harris that Sainristil would be "excellent" playing inside as the 50th pick neared. Peters told the coach that the Cincinnati Bengals, who had the No. 49 pick, were taking a different Michigan player. Quinn responded by pounding the table with both fists and shouting, "Yes!"
Sainristil has tried to emulate undersized nickelbacks who have thrived in the pros: Buffalo's Taron Johnson, Cincinnati's Mike Hilton, Kansas City's Trent McDuffie and Indianapolis's Kenny Moore II. Moore and Hilton, who are both listed at 5-9, ranked first and third among defensive backs in tackles for loss last season.
And these slot players can have an immediate impact. Seattle's Devon Witherspoon and Detroit's Brian Branch finished fourth and tied for fifth in voting for the defensive rookie of the year award last season.
Matchups in the slot largely look different than they did a decade ago. The archetypal slot receiver is no longer Wes Welker, the diminutive New England Patriot who became a five-time Pro Bowl selection thanks to his shiftiness. Teams are turning to physically imposing "power slots" to create mismatches, especially in the running game.
Sainristil has imposing tests ahead. His regular season debut will come against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who boast one of the league's top slot receivers in Chris Godwin (6-1, 209).
Other potential matchups with receivers who do lots of damage from the slot: Baltimore tight end Mark Andrews (Week 6), Chicago wideout Keenan Allen (Week 8) and Dallas superstar CeeDee Lamb (Weeks 12 and 18).
Welcome to the modern NFL. The fun happens inside.
Note: The Commanders plan to sign quarterback Trace McSorley to help fill the void as undrafted rookie Sam Hartman recovers from a right shoulder injury, a person with knowledge of the deal said.
McSorley, an Ashburn native, played for offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury in Arizona in 2021 and 2022, so he should bring some familiarity with Washington's system.
Hartman was injured in the second half of the team's preseason opener against the Jets. Quinn said this week Hartman is considered day-to-day, and if he doesn't practice this week (and he hasn't so far) he wouldn't play Saturday at Miami.
The Commanders waived guard Mason Brooks to clear a roster spot. Brooks, who spent last season on the Commanders' practice squad, had been working more at tackle in recent days because of injuries to the offensive line.
-- Nicki Jhabvala




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/14/mike-sainristil-commanders-nickelback-or-star-has-big-job-rookie/
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