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            Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz has accepted his party's nomination for vice president. Democrats gathered at Chicago's United Center for their national convention are hoping to build on the momentum Vice President Kamala Harris has brought since taking over the top of the party's presidential ticket last month.
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            Delegates from Minnesota at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago cheered their Governor, the party's nominee for Vice President, Tim Walz.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz appear at the Fiserv Forum during a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Fiserv Forum during a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz reacts during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            A person wears a printed shirt with many portraits, including Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    



CHICAGO (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris closes out the Democratic National Convention Thursday night when she accepts her party's historic presidential nomination and seizes one of her few remaining opportunities to appeal to an audience of millions.

Harris will lay out her vision for the country and prosecute her case against Republican Donald Trump, capping a whirlwind month that began when President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid and endorsed her to replace him atop the Democratic ticket. 

Harris has three objectives for her speech, according to a campaign official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive speech preparations. She'll share her background rising from a middle-class family to protect others as a prosecutor, contrast her "optimistic" vision with Trump's "dark" agenda and evoke a sense of patriotism, the official said. 

    



Harris spoke briefly to the convention on Monday, when she thanked Biden and celebrated his record as president, and again on Tuesday, when the beginning of her rally in Milwaukee was streamed into the convention hall after Democrats reaffirmed their nomination of her with a state-by-state roll call.

    
    It's the fourth and final day of the DNC. Here's what to know:

	Catch up on Night 3: The DNC barreled into its third day with a lineup headlined by former President Bill Clinton and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The final speaker was Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, introducing himself as Harris' running mate. Here are the takeaways.
	What to watch today: Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people. 
	In photos: The Democratic Party celebrity supporters have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now the party is teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online. A look at influencers and speakers at the 2024 DNC.
	Protesters rallied and marched on Night 3 of the DNC: More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    



Among others who will speak before Harris on Thursday are Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, civil rights leader Al Sharpton and Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Former Reps. Adam Kinzinger, an Illinois Republican who has bucked his party to oppose Trump, and Gabby Giffords, the Arizona Democrat who was nearly killed in a mass shooting in 2011, are also scheduled to speak. The singer Pink is slated to perform. 

Harris, the daughter of immigrants from Jamaica and India, will be the first Black woman and the first person of South Asian descent to accept a major party's presidential nomination. If elected, she would be the first female U.S. president. She'll speak a day after Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, her choice for running mate, thanked the packed Chicago arena for " bringing the joy " to the election. 

    



"We're all here tonight for one beautiful, simple, reason: We love this country," Walz said as thousands of delegates hoisted vertical placards reading "Coach Walz" in red, white and blue.

Many Americans had never heard of Walz until Harris made him her running mate, and the speech was an opportunity to introduce himself. He leaned into his experiences as a football coach, his time in the National Guard and his recounting of his family's fertility struggles -- including parts of his biography that Republicans have questioned in the days since Harris picked him.

While it's unclear if the speech will attract new voters, he further charmed Democratic supporters with his background and helped to balance Harris' coastal roots as a cultural representative of Midwestern states whose voters she needs this fall.

Gus Walz, the governor's 17-year-old son, openly wept throughout the speech, wiping his eyes with tissues while watching from the front row of the convention hall directly in front of the governor.

    



Through tears he mouthed, "That's my dad."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Democrats conclude their convention Thursday with their new standard bearer, Kamala Harris
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports Kamala Harris will make history tonight in Chicago on the Democratic convention's final night.

    


Despite Harris' prominence as vice president, she's spent four years in Biden's shadow, leaving some Americans unclear on her personal history and her political vision for the country. 

Republicans have raced to fill in the gaps, accusing Harris of being a "communist" and "dangerously liberal." Trump has also targeted her race, while his running mate JD Vance describes her as a "chameleon." 

Harris' team has emphasized her law enforcement background, including her time as San Francisco district attorney and California attorney general. She was later elected to the U.S. Senate and sought the Democratic presidential nomination in 2020. 





Her campaign imploded that year before a single primary vote was cast, but Biden chose her as his running mate, catapulting her to the national stage. 

Although Harris initially struggled as vice president, her reputation grew when she became the administration's leading advocate for abortion rights after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Democrats harnessed anger over the decision to stem their losses in the last midterm elections.

    



When Biden stumbled in his debate with Trump in June, Harris defended him until he decided to drop out of the race. With the help of his endorsement, she swiftly unified the Democratic Party behind her candidacy, resetting a presidential race that Trump had appeared on track to win. 

"We know what we're dealing with in this moment," Harris said this week in Milwaukee. "And we must remember -- as the generations of Americans before us who led the fight for freedom -- the baton is now in our hands."

___

Cooper reported from Phoenix. Associated Press writer Chris Megerian contributed from Washington.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/democratic-national-convention-kamala-harris-807cf9d4a609a18ceaa9eee9c9422af5
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, center, seen during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, a Russian serviceman aims a PARS-NU anti-drone gun in an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, a Tor M2 anti-aircraft missile system drives in an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, Russian serviceman aims a Grad self-propelled 122 mm multiple rocket launcher in a border area of Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a fire at an oil depot earlier hit by a Ukrainian drone attack near Proletarsk, Russia, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            FILE - Ukrainian servicemen ride atop a tank after returning from Russia near the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a fire at an oil depot earlier hit by a Ukrainian drone attack near Proletarsk, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9

                                    
                                    In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 9 | 
            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, center, seen during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, a Russian serviceman aims a PARS-NU anti-drone gun in an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, a Tor M2 anti-aircraft missile system drives in an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                    In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, a Tor M2 anti-aircraft missile system drives in an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry press service on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, Russian serviceman aims a Grad self-propelled 122 mm multiple rocket launcher in a border area of Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a fire at an oil depot earlier hit by a Ukrainian drone attack near Proletarsk, Russia, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            FILE - Ukrainian servicemen ride atop a tank after returning from Russia near the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9

                                    
                                    FILE - Ukrainian servicemen ride atop a tank after returning from Russia near the Russian-Ukrainian border in Sumy region, Ukraine, on Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 9 | 
            This satellite photo from Planet Labs PBC shows a fire at an oil depot earlier hit by a Ukrainian drone attack near Proletarsk, Russia, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy made his first visit Thursday to the border area where his forces launched their surprise offensive into Russia, saying that Kyiv's military had taken control of another Russian village and captured more prisoners of war.
While in Ukraine's northern Sumy region, Zelenskyy said the new POWs from the Russian region of Kursk would help build an "exchange fund" to swap for captured Ukrainians.
"Another settlement in the Kursk region is now under Ukrainian control, and we have replenished the exchange fund," Zelenskyy wrote on the social media platform X after hearing a report from his country's top military commander, Col. Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi.
Zelenskyy did not name the newly captured village and did not cross over into Russia, which would been regarded by Moscow as a provocation. He previously has said that Ukraine has no plans to occupy the area long term but wants to create a buffer zone to prevent further attacks from that area into Ukraine.

    


Zelenskyy said the Kursk operation launched Aug. 6 has reduced Russian shelling and civilian casualties in the Sumy region.




In another example of Ukraine's intensifying attacks on Russia, emergency authorities in Russia's Krasnodar region said a Ukrainian strike hit a cargo ferry loaded with fuel tanks at the port of Kavkaz, sparking a blaze. The port is on the Kerch Strait linking the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russian Telegram channels posted videos purportedly showing a huge fire caused by the strike.
The daring Ukrainian foray has rattled the Kremlin, showing Russia's vulnerability and shattering President Vladimir Putin's efforts to pretend that the country has been largely unaffected by the 2 1/2-year war.
Ukraine's push into Russia marks the first capture of Russian territory since World War II, but it comes as Kyiv continues to lose ground in eastern Ukraine.

    


Authorities in the city of Kursk, the capital of the Kursk region, began to put up concrete shelters at bus stops and other locations to protect against shelling. They plan similar work in Zheleznogorsk and Kurchatov, where a nuclear power plant is located, the region's acting Gov. Alexei Smirnov said on his Telegram channel.
Putin has ordered the creation of self-defense units in Russian regions bordering Ukraine, the Russian leader said in a video call with officials.
Smirnov reported to Putin that over 133,000 people have left areas affected by the fighting in the Kursk region, while more than 19,000 have stayed.
The governor of Bryansk, another Russian region bordering Ukraine, said authorities there have conducted training for emergency evacuation as a precaution.
Separately, the Russian Defense Ministry reported repelling Ukrainian attacks near the villages of Komarovka, Malaya Loknya, Korenevka and several other settlements in the Kursk region. 
Education Minister Sergey Kravtsov said 114 schools in Russia's border regions will start teaching remotely when the school year begins at the start of September.

    


Elsewhere, the Defense Ministry said Thursday that its military has claimed control of the Ukrainian village of Mezhove in Donetsk, part of the industrial Donbas region that Moscow seeks to take entirely.
Both sides in the war have been using drones to attack deep behind enemy lines.
Ukraine attacked Russia overnight with 28 drones, the Defense Ministry said. Thirteen were shot down over the Volgograd region, seven over the Rostov region, four over the Belgorod region, two over the Voronezh region, and one each over the Bryansk and Kursk regions, the ministry said.
Andrei Bocharov, governor of the Volgograd region, said Thursday that a military facility caught fire after being attacked by drones in the area of Marinovka, where Russia has a military air base. He did not specify what was damaged.
Videos shared on Russian social media showed an explosion in the night sky, reportedly near the base. Marinovka is about 300 kilometers (185 miles) east of the Ukrainian border.
Ukraine claimed responsibility for the attack. Ukraine's security service and its special operation forces conducted the drone attack Wednesday night, striking the Marinovka airfield, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly.

    


The Baza Telegram channel, which is close to Russian law enforcement, said one drone was taken down several kilometers (miles) from the airfield near Marinovka and that wreckage from another fell on a trailer near the air base, causing it to catch fire.
Data from NASA fire-watching satellites, which monitor Earth for forest blazes, showed fires breaking out around the air base's apron, where fighter jets were previously seen parked.
Another fire burned Thursday in Russia's Rostov region, where firefighters struggled for a fifth day to put out flames at an oil depot following a Ukrainian attack in the town of Proletarsk. State news agency Tass said 47 firefighters have been injured while putting out the blaze.

    


Satellite photos from Planet Labs PBC analyzed Thursday by The Associated Press showed the fire at the oil depot still intensely burning as of Wednesday. Storage tanks at the facility appeared engulfed in flames. Flames could be seen in the images, with a thick black smoke cloud drifting west over the city of Proletarsk.
___
Associated Press writers Emma Burrows in London and Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-drone-attack-volgograd-92ba09ebaef0e8fd1777df56b3d8a706
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare a M777 howitzer to fire towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare their M777 howitzer before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fire towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fires towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries 155mm artillery shell during firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade prepare to fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Writing on the shell reads "Irpin. Will not forgive". (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, a soldier of the 24th Mechanised Brigade writes a massage on a Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer prior to firing towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            Local residents clear broken glass from their balconies after a Russian bombardment of a residential neighbourhood in Pokrovsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Tetiana, 11, lays on their possessions as she and her grandmother Tetiana, 61, wait for transfer to the train station during the evacuation of local people from Selidove to safe areas, in Pokrovsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare a M777 howitzer to fire towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fire towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fires towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries 155mm artillery shell during firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade prepare to fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Writing on the shell reads "Irpin. Will not forgive". (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, a soldier of the 24th Mechanised Brigade writes a massage on a Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer prior to firing towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            In this photo provided by Ukraine's 24th Mechanised Brigade press service, servicemen of the 24th Mechanised Brigade fire a" Giatsint-S" 152mm self-propelled howitzer towards Russian positions near Chasiv Yar town, in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Oleg Petrasiuk/Ukrainian 24th Mechanised Brigade via AP)
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            Local residents clear broken glass from their balconies after a Russian bombardment of a residential neighbourhood in Pokrovsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Tuesday Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Tetiana, 11, lays on their possessions as she and her grandmother Tetiana, 61, wait for transfer to the train station during the evacuation of local people from Selidove to safe areas, in Pokrovsk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Some new Ukrainian soldiers refuse to fire at the enemy. Others, according to commanders and fellow fighters, struggle to assemble weapons or to coordinate basic combat movements. A few have even walked away from their posts, abandoning the battlefield altogether.
While Ukraine presses on with its incursion into Russia's Kursk region, its troops are still losing precious ground along the country's eastern front -- a grim erosion that military commanders blame in part on poorly trained recruits drawn from a recent mobilization drive, as well as Russia's clear superiority in ammunition and air power.
"Some people don't want to shoot. They see the enemy in the firing position in trenches but don't open fire. ... That is why our men are dying," said a frustrated battalion commander in Ukraine's 47th Brigade. "When they don't use the weapon, they are ineffective."

    


The accounts come from commanders and soldiers who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity in order to speak freely about sensitive military matters. Others spoke on the condition that they be identified only by their call signs in keeping with Ukrainian military protocol.




Commanders say the recruits have contributed to a string of territorial losses that enabled Russia's army to advance, including near the city of Pokrovsk, a critical logistics hub. If it falls, the defeat would imperil Ukraine's defenses and bring Russia closer to its stated aim of capturing the Donetsk region. Russian soldiers are now just 10 kilometers (6.2 miles) away.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Adding to Ukraine's woes are Russia's huge advantage in manpower and its willingness to accept staggering losses in return for capturing small objectives.
The recently conscripted Ukrainians are a far cry from the battle-hardened fighters who flocked to join the war in the first year of the full-scale invasion. The new troops lack even a minimal level of training, commanders and soldiers from four brigades defending the Pokrovsk area said.

    


They described having to plan operations with infantry who are unable to shoot targets and uninformed about basic topography. Some recruits simply lacked faith in the battle plans of their superiors and walked away from prepared positions.
Frustrated with the quality of the new conscripts sent to the front line by territorial recruitment centers, commanders are now seeking to conduct their own mobilization drives to better screen and train new fighters, multiple commanders and soldiers said.
"The main problem is the survival instinct of newcomers. Before, people could stand until the last moment to hold the position. Now, even when there is light shelling of firing positions, they are retreating," said a soldier with the 110th Brigade.
Not everyone is turning around and running away from battle, he added.
"No, there are motivated people, but they are just very, very few," he said. "The position is held as far as there are these people who are motivated and committed."
Following the implementation of a controversial mobilization law in May that established clearer regulations for territorial recruitment centers, Ukraine is reportedly drafting tens of thousands of fighters per month. Demand is highest in the infantry.

    


But there are logistical hurdles to train, equip and pay so many incoming people, and commanders constantly demand new soldiers. To ease that pressure, military leaders have had to take units from brigades in one region and transfer them to different areas to stabilize weak spots.
Some point the finger back at commanders who single out recent recruits for losses.
Viktor Kevliuk, a military expert with the Ukraine-based Center for Defense Strategies think tank, said the training offered to recruits is adequate. He said brigade commanders "are looking for an explanation for tactical failures."
"Likewise, the brigade commander has the appropriate tools to influence morale. If all these processes are established in the brigade, there will be no significant problems. If these mechanisms fail, we read about the negativity in social networks," he added.

    


And in intense fights such as the one in Pokrovsk, "it is the timely tactical decisions of commanders that make the difference, Kevliuk said.
In some instances, terrified new recruits have fled from the fight.
"This fear creates panic and chaos," said the battalion commander in the 47th Brigade. "This is also the reason we have lost."
The loss of the village of Prohres last month in the Pokrovsk region is the most recent example of territorial loss blamed on new recruits, commanders said. Units from the 31st Brigade left in a poorly coordinated frenzy, prompting the 47th Brigade to enter the battle and attempt to stabilize the line. A similar scenario unfolded in the village of Ocheretyne in May.
Not enough is done to train newcomers, the battalion commander said. "They don't receive even the lowest standard of training required for our (combat) actions," he said.

    


The new men do not have enough practice assembling and shooting their rifles, he said. They also have not learned how to coordinate combat tasks in small groups or to use even simple tactics, he added.
"From the command point, I would like to issue orders to small (infantry) groups, but I am not sure if they are capable of executing these orders because they lack coordination and communication," he said, adding, "Sometimes, I want to shoot myself."
Ukraine's sudden foray into Russia initially stirred hopes that the Kremlin might be forced to divide its military resources to respond. But so far, Russian forces have not wavered in their push toward Pokrovsk and other potential conquests.
Meanwhile, Ukraine's lightning advance into Russian territory has slowed after two weeks, making only small gains, a possible sign that Moscow is counter-attacking more effectively.
Commanders in the east report that battles have only intensified since the incursion. Local authorities on Monday ordered Pokrovsk's nearly 53,000 residents to evacuate within two weeks. In the neighboring town of Myrnohrad, even closer to Russian positions, residents were given only days.
The capture of Pokrovsk would undermine Ukrainian supply routes to the Donetsk region and ease Russia's advance to the eastern cities of Sloviansk and Kostiantynivka. It would also mark Russia's first major strategic win after months of painfully fought marginal gains.
In the last three months, the majority of Ukrainian territorial losses were recorded in the Pokrovsk area, according to three open-source monitoring groups, with fighting intensifying in the vicinity of the towns of Toretsk and Chasiv Yar. Russian forces dialed up the attacks in an attempt to capitalize on troop fatigue and shortages.
The offensive has also come at a huge cost to Moscow, with an estimated 70,000 troops lost in two months, according to the U.K. Defense Ministry, which posted the projection last month on X. Heavy losses have continued as Russian forces gradually approach Pokrovsk from the east and southeast.
Another challenge for Ukraine is a new tactic in which Russia deploys recurrent waves of smaller infantry units of two to four men. That has flummoxed Ukrainian drone operators, who find it difficult to target them, according to a drone operator with the 25th Brigade who uses the call sign Groot.
"This is one of the main reasons for (Russia's) success in Pokrovsk," he said. "It's harder to detect them," especially under the cover of leafy trees.
"As soon as the infantry get under the tree lines, it's really hard to get them out of there with drones, and that's why we depend a lot on our infantry."
___
Associated Press journalist Volodymyr Yurchuk contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Mourners visit a make-shift memorial to honor the victims and survivors of a human smuggling tragedy in which dozens of migrants were found dead or dying in a tractor-trailer a week prior, July 6, 2022, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            Rigoberto Roman Miranda Orozco, the ringleader of various Guatemalans accused of having smuggled 53 migrants from Mexico and Central America who died of asphyxiation in 2022 in Texas, sits in a cell at a courtroom in Guatemala City, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            FILE - Police and other first responders work the scene where officials say dozens of people have been found dead and multiple others were taken to hospitals with heat-related illnesses after a tractor-trailer containing suspected migrants was found on June 27, 2022, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        A suspect arrested in Guatemala has been charged with helping coordinate the 2022 smuggling attempt that ended in the deaths of 53 migrants in Texas, the Justice Department announced Thursday, marking what U.S. officials called a significant expansion of their investigation into the horrific discovery inside an abandoned tractor-trailer on a back road.
U.S. authorities they will seek the extradition of Rigoberto Roman Miranda Orozco, who is charged with six counts of migrant smuggling resulting in death or serious injury in the deadliest human smuggling attempt across the U.S.-Mexico border. Authorities alleged he can be connected to four Guatemalan migrants in the trailer, three of whom died, and faces up to life in prison if convicted.
"We will pursue you, whether you are hiding in the United States or you're hiding elsewhere," U.S. Attorney Jaime Esparza said at a news conference in San Antonio.

    


Miranda Orozco is the first person arrested outside of the country to face charges in the U.S. in connection with the investigation. Esparza said seven people have been arrested in the U.S. Guatemalan officials announced the arrests of Miranda Orozco and six more people accused of helping smuggle the migrants Wednesday. Of those, only Miranda Orozco faces extradition to the U.S. and the others will be tried in Guatemala, Esparza said.




Carlos Merida, a lawyer for Miranda Orozco in Guatemala, said his client did not accept the charges, instead saying he was a regular citizen "who was a migrant in the north (U.S.) for 15 years."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Those who were charged previously include Homero Zamorano Jr., who authorities say drove the truck, and Christian Martinez. Both are from Texas and were arrested shortly after the migrants were found. Martinez has since pleaded guilty to smuggling-related charges, while Zamorano pleaded not guilty and is awaiting trial. 

    


Four Mexican nationals were also arrested in 2023.
Authorities say the men were aware that the trailer's air-conditioning unit was malfunctioning and would not blow cool air to the migrants trapped inside during the sweltering, three-hour ride from the border city of Laredo to San Antonio. Temperatures reached 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 Celsius) while migrants screamed and banged the walls of the trailer for help or tried to claw their way out, investigators said.
When the trailer was opened in San Antonio, 48 migrants were already dead. Another 16 were taken to hospitals, where five more died. The dead included 27 people from Mexico, 14 from Honduras, seven from Guatemala and two from El Salvador. President Joe Biden called the tragedy "horrifying and heartbreaking."
Authorities allege that the men worked with human smuggling operations in Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, and shared routes, guides, stash houses, trucks and trailers, some of which were stored at a private parking lot in San Antonio.
Migrants paid the organization up to $15,000 each to be taken across the border. The fee would cover up to three attempts to get into the country.

    


Guatemalan officials accuse the group of housing and transferring hundreds of migrants to the United States over several years. 
Guatemala Interior Minister Francisco Jimenez told The Associated Press the arrests were made after 13 raids in three of the country's departments. Police also seized vehicles and cash and rescued other migrants during the operations, Guatemalan officials said in a statement.
___
Vertuno reported from Austin, Texas, and Perez from Guatemala City. 
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            If Canadian National and CPKC railroads can't work out deals with the union that represents their engineers, conductors and other employees, the trains could stop on Thursday.
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters at the GO Bus Terminal Aug. 22, 2024 gets instructions as train service from Hamilton has been interrupted by the labor dispute with the two major Canadian railways on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024 in Hamilton, Ontario. (Peter Power/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            People wait inside at the Union Station bus terminal as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            The Milton GO Transit rail line services are shown cancelled on screens at Union Station as commuters are affected by a national rail shutdown in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by Canadian National and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of CN headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Teamsters Rail placards sit in a pile at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            A old piece of rail equipment sits on display as trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                    If Canadian National and CPKC railroads can't work out deals with the union that represents their engineers, conductors and other employees, the trains could stop on Thursday.
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                    Commuters arrive at Union Station on a GO Train as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Commuters at the GO Bus Terminal Aug. 22, 2024 gets instructions as train service from Hamilton has been interrupted by the labor dispute with the two major Canadian railways on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024 in Hamilton, Ontario. (Peter Power/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            People wait inside at the Union Station bus terminal as a national rail shutdown causes delays in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            The Milton GO Transit rail line services are shown cancelled on screens at Union Station as commuters are affected by a national rail shutdown in Toronto, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Paige Taylor White /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by Canadian National and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of Canadian National headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Rail workers picket in front of CN headquarters on the first day of a nationwide rail shutdown, after workers were locked out by CN and CPKC when new contract agreements weren't reached by the midnight deadline, in Montreal, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Teamsters Rail placards sit in a pile at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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            A old piece of rail equipment sits on display as trains sit idle at a Canadian Pacific Kansas City (CPKC) rail yard in Smiths Falls, Ont., on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick /The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Business and consumers across Canada and the U.S. could suffer significant economic harm with Canada's major freight railroads at a full stop Thursday over a contract dispute with their workers.
The patience of Canadian government officials appeared to be wearing thin as they weighed intervening. Canadian National and CPKC railroads locked out their employees after the 12:01 a.m. EDT deadline Thursday passed without new agreements with the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference, which represents nearly 10,000 engineers, conductors and dispatchers. Contract talks resumed Thursday morning as workers picketed outside closed doors. 
All rail traffic in Canada and all shipments crossing the U.S. border have stopped, although CPKC and CN's trains continue operating in the U.S. and Mexico. 
Billions of dollars of goods move between Canada and the U.S. via rail each month, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation. Many companies across all industries rely on railroads to deliver their raw materials and finished products, so without regular rail service they may have to cut back or even close.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Canada's 2 major freight railroads at a full stop; government officials scramble
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a contract dispute involving Canada's two major freight railroads that could bring significant economic harm to Canada and the U.S.

    


    


Both railroads said they would end the lockout if the union agrees to binding arbitration. The head of the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference blamed the railroads in a post to X. 




"They are now holding the Canadian economy hostage to try and pressure the liberal government to impose final binding arbitration and take your rights away to free collective bargaining," said union president Paul Boucher.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Business leaders fumed over the lack of early government intervention. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau declined to immediately force the parties into binding arbitration for fear of offending unions and the leftist NDP party that his Liberal government relies on for support to remain in power, but his position appeared to be shifting. 
"It is something that has an impact right across the country, from workers to businesses to farmers to consumers who are going to be impacted. That's why we are on this," Trudeau told reporters in Sherbrooke, Quebec. 

    


"We are taking it so seriously. The minister is engaged directly. We are not taking this lightly because Canadians across the country are worried about it. We will have more to say on this shortly to make sure the right solution is found quickly for the economy," Trudeau said. 
Trudeau's support for unions may have its limits -- much like when the union friendly U.S. President Joe Biden blocked a rail strike two years ago. 
"When you completely shut down the coast-to-coast supply chain, nothing good can come from that," said John Corey, president of the Freight Management Association of Canada. "This is infuriating. People are going to lose their jobs. There is going to be a real hardship to the economy."
Most businesses will probably have enough supplies on hand and room to store finished products to withstand a brief disruption. But ports and other railroads will quickly become clogged with stranded shipments that Canadian National and CPKC won't pick up. 

    


Edward Jones analyst Jeff Windau said many companies made supply chain changes after pandemic that can help them withstand a short disruption. The real trouble starts if it drags on.
Most previous Canadian rail stoppages have only lasted a day or two and usually involved only one of the big railroads, but some have stretched as long as eight or nine days. Pressure for government intervention will increase if the lockout continues, with the impact magnified because both railroads are stopped.
"They are so integrated and tied into the economy -- just the breadth of products that they haul -- they touch all aspects," Windau said. "Ultimately, I think we need the rails to continue to be running. And so at some point the government will start to get involved more."
Chemical businesses and food distributors will be among the first to be affected. The railroads stopped accepting new shipments of hazardous materials and perishable goods as they began gradually shutting down last week.

    


The auto industry also may see problems quickly because it relies on just-in-time shipments, with significant cross-border deliveries of engines, parts and finished vehicles. Flavio Volpe, President of the Automotive Parts Manufacturers' Association, posted on X that about four of every five cars made in Canada are exported to the U.S. almost exclusively by rail. He said a prolonged lockout could cause temporary work stoppages similar to the impact of the 5-day 2022 Ambassador Bridge blockade.
Union Pacific, one of the U.S. railroads that regularly hands off shipments to and from the Canadians, said the stoppage "means thousands of cars per day will not move across the border."
"Everything from grain and fertilizer during the critical summer season, and lumber for building homes could be impacted," Union Pacific said in a statement Thursday. 

    


More than 30,000 commuters in Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal were the first to feel the pain of the lockouts. They had to scramble Thursday morning to find a new way to work because their commuter trains aren't able to operate while CPKC is shut down.
CN had been negotiating with the Teamsters for nine months while CPKC had been trying to reach an agreement for a year, the union said.
The U.S. also faced the threat of a widespread rail shutdown two years ago, but the Biden administration forced all the rail unions to accept a contract despite their concerns about demanding schedules and the lack of paid sick time.
The Canadian negotiations are stuck on issues related to the way rail workers are scheduled and concerns about rules designed to prevent fatigue and provide adequate rest to train crews. Both railroads had proposed shifting away from the existing system, which pays workers based on the miles in a trip, to an hourly system that they said would make it easier to provide predictable time off. The union said it doesn't want to lose hard-fought fatigue protections.
The railroads said their contract offers have included raises consistent with recent deals in the industry. Engineers already make about $150,000 a year on Canadian National while conductors earn $120,000, and CPKC says its wages are comparable.
___
Funk reported from Omaha, Nebraska.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/canada-railroads-cpkc-csx-5b9290b47ad6cdb439735c10560602d3
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            Recent evacuation orders issued by the Israeli military have pushed thousands of displaced Palestinians to already overcrowded areas, where they can barely find space to move around or properly eat or sleep. (AP Video by Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Hundreds of mourners attended the funeral on Wednesday of one of the six hostages whose body was recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza.
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one of six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Displaced Palestinians sit next to their tent as they camp on the beach, west of Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners wait for the funeral for slain hostage Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. His son, Roee, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Workers from "Hevra Kadisha" lower the coffin of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, during his funeral at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nir Oz southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Keren Munder, the daughter of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, stands next to his grave at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Her brother, Roee Munder, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                    Recent evacuation orders issued by the Israeli military have pushed thousands of displaced Palestinians to already overcrowded areas, where they can barely find space to move around or properly eat or sleep. (AP Video by Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    Hundreds of mourners attended the funeral on Wednesday of one of the six hostages whose body was recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza.
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one of six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Displaced Palestinians sit next to their tent as they camp on the beach, west of Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    Displaced Palestinians sit next to their tent as they camp on the beach, west of Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners wait for the funeral for slain hostage Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. His son, Roee, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    Mourners wait for the funeral for slain hostage Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. His son, Roee, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7, 2023 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza.(AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Workers from "Hevra Kadisha" lower the coffin of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, during his funeral at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nir Oz southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Keren Munder, the daughter of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, stands next to his grave at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Her brother, Roee Munder, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Key mediator Egypt expressed skepticism Wednesday about the proposal meant to bridge gaps in cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas as more details emerged a day before negotiations were expected to resume in Cairo.
The challenges around the so-called bridging proposal appeared to undermine the optimism for an imminent agreement that U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken carried into his latest Mideast visit this week. 
Diplomatic efforts have redoubled as fears grow of a wider regional war after the recent targeted killings of leaders of the militant Hamas and Hezbollah groups, both blamed on Israel, and threats of retaliation.
President Joe Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday, and stressed the urgency of reaching a cease-fire and hostage release deal, the White House said.
Officials in Egypt, in its unique role as both a mediator and affected party since it borders Gaza, told The Associated Press that Hamas won't agree to the bridging proposal for a number of reasons -- ones in addition to the long-held wariness over whether a deal would truly remove Israeli forces from Gaza and end the war.

    


One Egyptian official with direct knowledge of the negotiations said the bridging proposal requires the implementation of the deal's first phase, which has Hamas releasing the most vulnerable civilian hostages captured in its Oct. 7 attack on Israel that sparked the war. Parties during the first phase would negotiate the second and third phases with no "guarantees" to Hamas from Israel or mediators.




"The Americans are offering promises, not guarantees," the official said. "Hamas won't accept this, because it virtually means Hamas will release the civilian hostages in return for a six-week pause of fighting with no guarantees for a negotiated permanent cease-fire."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He also said the proposal doesn't clearly say Israel will withdraw its forces from two strategic corridors in Gaza, the Philadelphi corridor alongside Gaza's border with Egypt and the Netzarim east-west corridor across the territory. Israel offers to downsize its forces in the Philadelphi corridor, with "promises" to withdraw from the area, he said.

    


"This is not acceptable for us and of course for Hamas," the Egyptian official said.
A second Egyptian official, briefed on the latest developments in negotiations, said there were few chances for a breakthrough since Israel refuses to commit to a complete withdrawal from Gaza in the deal's second phase. The official said Israel also insists on keeping its forces in the Philadelphi corridor and having full control of the Netzarim corridor.
He also said Egypt told the United States and Israel that it won't reopen the Rafah crossing into Gaza, a crucial entry point for humanitarian aid, without the complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Palestinian side and from the Philadelphi corridor -- where Israel wants to prevent Hamas from replenishing its arsenal through smuggling tunnels. Israel's defense minister says over 150 such tunnels have been destroyed.

    


Both Egyptian officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the negotiations. Mediators are scheduled to meet on Thursday and Friday in Cairo for more talks on the proposal before submitting it officially to Hamas.
Hamas political official Bassem Naim said Tuesday that the bridging proposal adopted several new demands from Netanyahu, including that Israeli forces remain in Rafah, Philadelphi and Netzarim and search displaced Palestinians returning to northern Gaza. Israel has said the searches are necessary to find militants.
Naim said the proposal also includes unspecified changes to the exchange of hostages held in Gaza for Palestinians imprisoned in Israel and doesn't guarantee that a cease-fire would remain in place during negotiations on the transition from the deal's first phase to the second.
In previous versions of the cease-fire plan, the second phase would entail a permanent cease-fire, full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and the release of remaining male hostages, both civilians and soldiers.

    


Blinken after his visit to Egypt and fellow mediator Qatar said the bridging proposal is "very clear on the schedule and the locations of (Israeli military) withdrawals from Gaza," but no details on either have emerged.
Blinken added that because Israel accepted the proposal, the focus turns to doing everything possible to "get Hamas on board." Egypt's state-run Al-Ahram daily reported that Blinken received a "clear Egyptian demand for the U.S. to work towards a well-framed deal with clear deadlines and clear objectives to encourage Hamas to sign."
But there is skepticism, along with fatigue, among many in Israel about Netanyahu's commitment to securing an agreement.
"As long as the entire group of professional negotiators believes that Netanyahu is scuttling a deal, there won't be any confidence," commentator Nadav Eyal wrote in daily newspaper Yedioth Ahronoth.

    


The war in Gaza, now in its 10th month, has caused widespread destruction and forced the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million residents to flee their homes. Aid groups fear the outbreak of polio and other diseases.
The Oct. 7 attack by Hamas and other militants killed some 1,200 people in Israel, mostly civilians. Over 100 hostages were released during last year's cease-fire. Hamas is still believed to be holding around 110 hostages. Israeli authorities estimate around a third are dead. Six bodies of hostages were recovered this week in Gaza.
"In what world do families have to beg and cry for the return of their family members alive and murdered?" Esther Buchshtab, the mother of one, 35-year-old Yagev Buchshtab, asked at his funeral Wednesday.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count. On Wednesday, Israeli tank and drone strikes in Khan Younis and Deir al-Balah killed at least 17 people, according to hospital staff and AP journalists who counted the bodies.
Also on Wednesday, Netanyahu made his first visit to northern Israel since Israel's killing of a top Hezbollah commander last month in Beirut, as focus returns to the increasing crossfire along Israel's border with Lebanon.
"We are ready for every scenario, both defensive and offensive," he said while meeting troops.
___
Associated Press writers Abby Sewell in Beirut and Aamer Madhani in Buellton, Calif., contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-gaza-war-news-08-21-2024-4153fa5fe0daf904f570f4e73f31d2c9
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            Jennie Joseph, back left, lead midwife and clinic director performs a check up on Husna Mixon with the help of her children Asar Lorient, left, 7 and Alonzo Scott Jr., 1, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at the Commonsense Childbirth Center in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Jennie Joseph, lead midwife and clinic director at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic talks with clients and staff Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. The midwives who run the program welcome vulnerable patients that other practices turn away, such as those who are uninsured or haven't had prenatal care until late in pregnancy. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Marie Jean Denis, left, is examined by Jennie Joseph, lead midwife and clinic director at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Marie Jean Denis, left, hugs Jennie Joseph, right, lead midwife and clinic director as she leaves after her appointment at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Jennie Joseph, back left, lead midwife and clinic director at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic talks with client Regine Baramore as husband Scott holds six-week-old daughter, Yahareice, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Midwife Celena Brown of Commonsense Childbirth in Orlando, Fla., speaks with Kayleigh Sturrup during a pregnancy checkup on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, accompanied by Ezra Wagnac, the son of Sturrup's cousin. Midwives at Commonsense Childbirth are striving to provide good, accessible care. Experts cite the nonprofit, started by an immigrant from the U.K., Jennie Joseph, as model for helping reduce maternal mortality. (AP Photo/Laura Ungar)
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            Midwife Celena Brown of Commonsense Childbirth in Orlando, Fla., examines Kayleigh Sturrup during a pregnancy checkup on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Midwives at Commonsense Childbirth are striving to provide good, accessible care. Experts cite the nonprofit, started by an immigrant from the U.K., Jennie Joseph, as model for helping reduce maternal mortality. Tuesday, June 25, 2024 (AP Photo/Laura Ungar)
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            Midwife Stephanie Wood of Commonsense Childbirth in Orlando, Fla., examines Courtney Knight during a pregnancy checkup on Thursday, June 27, 2024. Midwives at Commonsense Childbirth are striving to provide good, accessible care. Experts cite the nonprofit, started by an immigrant from the U.K., Jennie Joseph, as model for helping reduce maternal mortality. (AP Photo/Laura Ungar)
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            Midwife Selena Brown picks up toys at the end of the day in the waiting room play area at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Jennie Joseph, lead midwife and clinic director at the Commonsense Childbirth clinic talks with clients and staff Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. The midwives who run the program welcome vulnerable patients that other practices turn away, such as those who are uninsured or haven't had prenatal care until late in pregnancy. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            Midwife Celena Brown of Commonsense Childbirth in Orlando, Fla., speaks with Kayleigh Sturrup during a pregnancy checkup on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, accompanied by Ezra Wagnac, the son of Sturrup's cousin. Midwives at Commonsense Childbirth are striving to provide good, accessible care. Experts cite the nonprofit, started by an immigrant from the U.K., Jennie Joseph, as model for helping reduce maternal mortality. (AP Photo/Laura Ungar)
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            Midwife Stephanie Wood of Commonsense Childbirth in Orlando, Fla., examines Courtney Knight during a pregnancy checkup on Thursday, June 27, 2024. Midwives at Commonsense Childbirth are striving to provide good, accessible care. Experts cite the nonprofit, started by an immigrant from the U.K., Jennie Joseph, as model for helping reduce maternal mortality. (AP Photo/Laura Ungar)
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- Midwife Jennie Joseph touched Husna Mixon's pregnant belly, turned to the 7-year-old boy in the room with them and asked: "Want to help me check the baby?"
With his small hand on hers, Joseph used a fetal monitor to find a heartbeat. "I hear it!" he said. A quick, steady thumping filled the room.
It was a full-circle moment for the midwife and patient, who first met when Mixon was an uninsured teenager seeking prenatal care halfway through her pregnancy with the little boy. Joseph has been on a decades-long mission to usher patients like Mixon safely into parenthood through a nonprofit that relies on best practices she learned in Europe, a place that experts say offers answers to an American crisis.
"I consider maternal health to be in a state of emergency here," said Joseph, a British immigrant. "It's more than frustrating. It's criminal."

    


The Biden administration, which in part is focusing on maternal mortality in this election year, acknowledges the U.S. has one of the highest rates of any wealthy nation -- hovering around 20 per 100,000 live births overall and 50 for Black moms, according to the World Health Organization and U.S. health officials. Several European countries have rates in the single digits.




Research shows the vast majority of pregnancy-related deaths are preventable. Public health experts blame the United States' high rates on a range of problems, such as inequities in getting needed health care, systemic racism, at times poor-quality medical care and a rise in chronic health conditions among women of childbearing age.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Solutions abroad can be translated to the U.S., experts believe. For example, many European countries make it easier to get prenatal and postpartum care that involves both doctors and non-physicians like midwives, said Dr. Laurie Zephyrin, a senior vice president at the nonprofit Commonwealth Fund who studies maternal care across nations. 

    


Joseph's organization -- called Commonsense Childbirth -- is a smaller-scale example of that type of care. 
It has clinics, a birthing center and training for health professionals. The midwives who run the program welcome vulnerable patients that other practices turn away, such as those who are uninsured or haven't had prenatal care until late in pregnancy.
About half the patients and much of the staff, including Joseph, are people of color. Research shows Black Americans are more likely to distrust the medical system than their white counterparts, but Joseph stresses building trust.
"We have these four tenets that go with my model: access, connection, knowledge and empowerment," she said. Some patients "cry because they've never had that kind of care or respect."
All of this, Joseph said, contributes to better outcomes. With thousands of patients over about 26 years, she and her colleagues have never had a maternal death.
Getting to zero
Maternal mortality -- which refers to the death of a woman from pregnancy or childbirth complications during or within 42 days of a pregnancy -- generally has been rising in the U.S. About 700 women die each year, with another 60,000 suffering related injuries or severe complications. 

    


A controversial study recently attributed the increase to a change in how they're recorded: a "pregnancy checkbox" on death certificates recommended by the National Center for Health Statistics partly to fix an undercount. But the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and many doctors pushed back against that research, which suggested the rate is about 10 in 100,000 live births. Some say the true rate may be somewhere in between -- meaning it's still higher than other wealthy nations.
U.S. rates remain high despite proven ways to prevent maternal deaths and injuries, experts say -- things like ensuring quality medical care at delivery; getting to know patients; addressing issues like addiction or poor nutrition; and providing care and support after the baby is born. 
One of the most important things is making sure everyone can get regular prenatal checkups, which requires having enough health care providers. 

    


Consider Norway, which has the lowest maternal mortality rate in the world: zero. Through its universal health care system, people get free prenatal appointments at health centers near their homes. And like Sweden, Germany, France and the U.K., it has a robust supply of midwives. 
For every 1,000 live births, Norway has 13 OB-GYNs and 54 midwives, the Commonwealth Fund found, compared with 12 OB-GYNs and four midwives in the U.S. The March of Dimes deems more than a third of American counties maternity care deserts and recommends integrating and expanding midwifery in all states.
Regular care -- for every pregnant person, no matter their financial or legal status -- means problems are spotted and treated early, said Roosa Sofia Tikkanen, a doctoral candidate at the Center for Global Health Inequalities Research in Norway. She said immigrants lacking permanent legal status are entitled to the same prenatal care as others, plus translation services if necessary.

    


"Maternal mortality is an entirely preventable event providing you have access to basic health care," Tikkanen said. "Not high-tech health care but basic health care."
What happens during and after delivery also makes a difference. The national rate for cesarean sections, which are more likely than vaginal births to lead to complications, is about 16% in Norway and 32% in the U.S.
The Scandinavian country and many other European nations also have generous paid leave, which research links to better postpartum health. Norway mandates a total of 86 weeks between maternity, parental and home care leave. The U.S. requires none.
Virginia Kotzias, who grew up in the U.S. but now lives in Norway, suffered two first-trimester miscarriages. She had the option to stay in the hospital, which she chose to do the first time because she was scared.
"For the entire 13 hours that I was going through the process of the miscarriage, I had midwives that were there on call," Kotzias said. "I had access to pain medication. And then when I walked out, there was no bill."
For her two full-term pregnancies, she could have prenatal visits with a doctor, a midwife or both. She had additional regular appointments with a high-risk OB-GYN because of a chronic health condition, and said she "felt very well cared for."
Kotzias was also able to take "graded" sick leave when she felt nauseous and tired, working 80% of the time, with a national benefits program paying the balance of her salary. A few days after her babies were born, midwives visited her home to assess her for any physical or mental postpartum issues and check on the infant.
"I feel incredibly grateful for the way that Norway takes care of families and prioritizes them," she said. "From the time that the stick turns pink ... there's this really robust system of support to try and make it as easy as possible for families to succeed."
'We have to start somewhere'
But even within America's fragmented health care system, experts say reducing the death toll is possible.
In Florida, where maternal mortality is higher than the national average, Joseph's organization relies heavily on philanthropy, which makes up about half its $3.5 million budget. This allows the clinics to accept patients who can pay little or nothing -- and midwives to spend more time with them than most OB-GYNs could.
For women with no major health problems, research shows midwifery is cheaper globally than care led by OB-GYNs and leads to fewer medical procedures like C-sections, said Marian Knight, a professor of maternal and child population health at the University of Oxford in England. There are U.S.-based studies that have found the same trend.
Some of Commonsense Childbirth's patients with complications are referred to specialists, and most choose to give birth at a local hospital, where Joseph has forged strong ties, instead of in Commonsense's on-site birthing rooms. They then return to a midwife for postpartum care.
"It's Jennie's National Health Service," Joseph said with a sly smile.
At her Orlando and Winter Garden locations, she instructs front desk staff to greet patients warmly, even during busy times. Women are encouraged to bring their children to appointments instead of struggling to find child care. Toys fill corners of the waiting areas. 
"They actually care for what else you've got going on, not only the pregnancy," said Mixon, 24, who is now enrolled in Medicaid and began prenatal visits this time at about eight weeks' gestation. 
Joseph hires midwives who can relate to patients. One gave birth to the first of her six children at 16 years old with the help of a midwife. Another was born to a teen mom, grew up without much money and joined the organization to help people who often don't get access to midwifery care.
On a recent afternoon, Kayleigh Sturrup arrived for a clinic checkup a few weeks before giving birth to her first child. During the pregnancy, she had uterine fibroids, ligament pain and shortness of breath. She said the midwives gave her "a layer of support." 
Experts say health care providers are more likely to spot potential problems when they listen closely to patients and take what they say seriously. 
Before examining Sturrup, midwife Celena Brown asked: "How we feeling?"
"Nervous and excited," the 31-year-old replied. "As it comes closer, I worry: Am I going to be able to cope with the pain?"
"It's normal to feel nervous," Brown assured her. "You want to be open to the entire process. You got this. You can do it!"
Brown said she's constantly awed by her patients' strength. She recalled a teen just out of jail who overcame addiction and wound up giving birth vaginally without pain medication.
Joseph has no intention of returning to Europe. She has started a midwifery school, put together training programs for other health care professionals and convenes a national group of professionals and advocates who share ideas to improve maternal health and eliminate disparities over videoconference.
She figures America needs her more. 
"This is literally my life's work," she said. "I'm not stopping until it's done."
___
This story is the first in a two-part series examining how the United States could curb deaths from pregnancy and childbirth. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Holding his first outdoor rally since surviving last month's attempted assassination, Donald Trump on Wednesday railed against Vice President Kamala Harris' approach to national security in North Carolina.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event in Asheboro, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump dances during a campaign event in Asheboro, N.C., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump attends a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        ASHEBORO, N.C. (AP) -- At his first outdoor rally since last month's attempted assassination, Donald Trump spoke from behind bulletproof glass Wednesday in North Carolina at an event focused on national security. On politics, he called his predecessor Barack Obama "nasty" for his comments the night before at the Democratic National Convention.
Trump blamed President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris for the deadly Afghanistan withdrawal and for wars in Ukraine and the Middle East while returning repeatedly in his remarks to the Democratic gathering in Chicago, where speaker after speaker has assailed Trump as a threat to the country should he return to the White House.
The former president, now the GOP nominee, asked the crowd gathered at the North Carolina Aviation Museum & Hall of Fame whether they had seen the speeches given Tuesday by former President Obama and former first lady Michelle Obama.

    


"He was taking shots at your president. And so was Michelle. You know, they always say, 'Sir, please stick to policy. Don't get personal.' And yet they're getting personal all night long, these people," he said, asking: "Do I still have to stick to policy?"




Trump, who is facing Harris in the November election after Biden stepped aside, spoke from behind a podium surrounded by panes of bulletproof glass that formed a protective wall across the stage -- part of ramped-up security measures aimed at keeping him safe after the attack by a Pennsylvania gunman on July 13.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Storage containers were stacked around the perimeter to create additional walls and block sight lines. Snipers were positioned on roofs at the venue, where old aircraft were sitting behind the podium and a large American flag was suspended from cranes.
The event, billed as focused on national security issues, was part of Trump's weeklong series of counterprogramming to the Democratic National Convention, which is underway in Chicago. Allies have been urging him to focus on policy instead of personal attacks against Harris as he struggles to adjust to Biden's departure from the race.

    


The second night of the Democrats' convention Tuesday was a highly energized affair that featured speeches from both Obamas, who went after Trump in particularly biting terms.
"His limited and narrow view of the world made him feel threatened by the existence of two hardworking, highly educated, successful people who happen to be Black," Michelle Obama said. 
Barack Obama mocked Trump's obsession with his crowd sizes and called Trump "a 78-year-old billionaire who hasn't stopped whining about his problems since he rode down his golden escalator nine years ago."
"It's been a constant stream of gripes and grievances that's actually gotten worse now that he's afraid of losing to Kamala," the former president said.
After mentioning the Obamas early on in his speech, Trump came back around to the former president's comments.
"He was very nasty last night," Trump said. "I try and be nice to people, you know. But it's a little tough when they get personal."

    


He then polled the crowd on whether he should listen to advisers who he said have told him, "Please, sir, don't get personal. Talk about policy."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Should I get personal or should I not get personal?" he asked. The crowd overwhelmingly chose the former.
Trump also mocked the convention and its frequent references to him, calling it a "charade."
In his remarks, Trump derided Harris as "the most radical left person ever to run for high political office in our country," and said the woman he now calls "Comrade Kamala" will destroy the country if she is elected to the White House.
While Trump has acknowledged the race is closer than before Biden dropped out, his aides believe that Harris remains relatively unknown and that efforts to highlight her past statements and the positions she took in previous races will turn off swing voters after her honeymoon period ends. 
He repeatedly referenced the Biden administration's withdrawal from Afghanistan, and said that, if he wins, he will ask for the resignation of every senior military official who was involved.

    


He pledged to get "critical race theory and transgender insanity the hell out of our U.S. armed forces." During his administration, he instituted a Pentagon policy that largely barred transgender individuals from serving in the military, which Biden reversed. 
"Our warriors should be focused on defeating America's enemies, not figuring out their genders," he said. "If you want to have a sex change or a social justice seminar, then you can do it somewhere else, but you're not going to do it in the Army, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Space Force or the United States Marines."
He also pledged major investments in the armed forces and said he would launch the largest peace-time recruitment drive in the nation's history.

    


"We're going to make it so hot that I'm going to want to resign and join the military," said Trump, who received a series of deferments, including one attained with a physician's letter stating that he suffered from bone spurs in his feet.
Trump was joined Wednesday by his running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, who cast Harris as a candidate selected by power brokers instead of voters and lambasted her vice presidential pick, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, before Trump took the stage.
That included continuing to accuse Walz of mischaracterizing his service record as an Army National Guard member, as well as criticizing him for retiring from service before his unit's deployment to Iraq.
"What won't Stolen Valor Tim Walz lie about?" Vance, who served four years as a Marine, asked the crowd.
Trump has spent the week visiting political battleground states in his busiest week of campaigning since the Republican primaries.
Reflecting the importance of North Carolina in this year's election, the trip was Trump's second to the state in just the past week. Last Wednesday, he appeared in Asheville, North Carolina, for a speech on the economy. 
Trump won North Carolina by a comfortable margin in 2016. The state delivered the former president his closest statewide margin of victory four years ago and is once again considered a key battleground in 2024.
Before Trump landed in Asheboro, his plane did a flyover of the rally site. The crowd erupted into cheers.
Edna Ryan, a 68-year-old retired flight attendant and private pilot, said she was bullish on the Republican's chances, but said: "We need to be strong because otherwise we're going to be very sorry."
Lisa Watts, a retired business owner from Hickory, North Carolina, who was attending her fifth Trump rally, said she's feeling "very positive" about the race against Harris.
"I don't think that her record proves that she is ready to run this country," Watts said.
Watts said she doesn't think Trump's chances of winning are much different now from when Biden was the Democratic nominee.
"I think the Democrats are going to try to do everything they can to keep her up on that pedestal," she said, predicting the hype around Harris will fade.
___
Colvin reported from New York.
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            Tens of thousands of students have left Florida's public schools in recent years, amid an explosion in school choice. Now districts are reckoning with the harsh financial realities of empty seats in aging classrooms. (AP Video: Kate Payne)
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            Mannika Hopkins talks with her fourth graders on the first day of school at Greenville Elementary in Greenville, Fla. on Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Kate Payne)
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                                        MADISON, Fla. (AP) -- Tens of thousands of students have left Florida's public schools in recent years amid an explosive expansion in school choice. Now, districts large and small are grappling with the harsh financial realities of empty seats in aging classrooms.
As some districts are being forced to close schools, administrators are facing another long-avoided reckoning: how to integrate students in buildings that remain racially and economically segregated.
In the Florida panhandle, one tiny district plans to consolidate its last three stand-alone elementary schools into one campus because there aren't enough students to cover the costs of keeping the doors open. But the Madison County School District's decision to do so has exposed tensions around race in a community where for years some white families have resisted integrating public schools.

    


"It's the elephant in the room that nobody wants to talk about," county school board member Katie Knight told The Associated Press. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: School choice and a history of segregation collide as one Florida county shutters its rural schools
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on the death of some Florida public schools. 

    

"At the end of the day, these kids are going to have to interact with all people of races, skill sets, personality types," she said. "Trying to segregate our children is not an option."




Segregation, integration, consolidation
Shirley Joseph is a product of Florida's segregated schools -- and was a Black student in some of the first integrated classes at one of the local high schools. 
Now, as superintendent of Madison County's public schools, it's her job to close some of them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are fewer than 1,700 students left in traditional public schools in this rural county in the state's old cotton belt. Many families have moved away to places with more jobs and housing -- or chosen other kinds of schooling. For those who remain, the schools provide more than just an education: All of Madison's students qualify for free meals because of the county's poverty rate. One in three children there live in poverty.

    


"If we are to survive as a district," Joseph said, "we have got to make the hard decisions."
Earlier this month, Joseph walked the halls of the elementary campuses on their last first day of school, pointing out classroom after empty classroom.
One of the schools slated to close is Greenville Elementary, which has fewer than 100 students -- roughly a third of the school's capacity. When Florida schools were officially segregated, Joseph attended classes there at what was then called the Greenville Training School.
Generations of Black residents cherish the school's legacy in the tiny town of Greenville where music legend Ray Charles grew up.
More than 50 years after desegregation, the school remains 85% Black. Class sizes have dwindled as the school struggles to hold onto certified teachers. State ratings of the school have fluctuated, but Greenville has been rated an "F" five times over the past decade for low rates of student achievement.
Fourth grade teacher Mannika Hopkins had just eight students in her class when an Associated Press reporter visited recently.
"I hate it that it's closing. This is my heart. This is our community. ... This is us," Hopkins said. "Who wants to move into a community that doesn't have a school that's close by?"

    


Starting next year, Greenville will consolidate with Lee and Pinetta Elementary Schools, which are predominantly white. All those students will be sent to Madison County Central School, a majority Black K-8 campus that's a 15- to 20-minute drive from the outlying elementary schools. The district hasn't announced yet which teachers will move to the consolidated school and which ones will be out of job.
School choice fuels declining enrollment
Madison County sits an hour east of Tallahassee in a region once dominated by cotton and tobacco plantations. A statue of a Confederate soldier still towers over the central park in the county seat of Madison.
The area has been losing students for years as birth rates decline, businesses close and families move to places with more jobs other than in the timber industry, trucking and working at the nearby state prison.
Other families have stayed but simply left the public schools. 
For decades, Aucilla Christian Academy in neighboring Jefferson County has attracted some of the area's wealthiest families. Established in 1970, Aucilla opened as a wave of new private schools sprang up across the South, founded by white people who opposed integration. Researchers call these "segregation academies," and many of them remain mostly white. As of the 2021-2022 school year, Aucilla's student body was more than 90% white, according to federal data. 

    


Madison families have pushed back against consolidation in the past: In 1998, the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights stepped in when residents resisted plans to send students from predominantly white Lee Elementary to Central, the school that will soon receive the county's elementary schoolers. After the department got involved, the district went ahead with the plan.

    


Today, it's arguably never been easier to leave Florida's public schools. The chaos of COVID-19 pushed many families to try homeschooling or microschooling -- tiny, private learning environments that often serve multiple families. And now, under Gov. Ron DeSantis, all Florida students can qualify for taxpayer-funded vouchers worth about $8,000 a year to cover private school tuition, regardless of household income.
For families opposed to Madison's consolidation, Aucilla is a possible destination, along with Madison Creative Arts Academy, a public charter school. 
Nine-year-old Noel Brouillette's parents hope she gets a seat at the Academy. It's not about race, mom Nicole Brouillette said, but rather the majority Black Central school's reputation of having more fights. If Noel doesn't get into the charter school, the family might leave Madison County entirely.
The fourth grader says she's heartbroken she can't stay at Pinetta Elementary.
"If I never went here, I would have never met my best friend," she said. 
Other parents are considering homeschooling, like Alexis Molden. She said her sons love going to Lee Elementary, but she's heard rumors about Central -- that multiracial kids like hers get bullied there.
"I've heard that ... it's pretty much segregated," Molden said. "You've got the white kids, the Black kids and then the mixed kids pretty much have to decide which side they're going to."
Katie Knight, the school board member, said that if she had a dollar for every rumor she heard about Central, she could retire.
Still, the county has a history.
When now-Superintendent Shirley Joseph taught at Madison County High School a couple of decades ago, she said her students would sort themselves when they filed into her classroom -- white kids on one side, Black kids on the other -- until she'd make them change seats.
"Somehow we've got to find out: How do we mesh the communities?" Joseph said.
There's always talk about leaving the public schools, Joseph said, but she believes most families will stay. In the meantime, she's focused on delivering the best education possible for the students she has -- the ones who can't leave.
___
Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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            Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH, wearing a black and red "gaban," a garment native to the Triqui people in western Oaxaca, performs during a celebration of Indigenous peoples at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            Oaxacan muralist Figueroa performs "El Baile del Diablo," a traditional coastal dance, at a celebration of Indigenous peoples at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH, wearing a black and red "gaban," a garment native to the Triqui people in western Oaxaca, holds up a T-shirt with a message that reads in Spanish: "Triqui nation resist!", during a celebration of Indigenous peoples at the Zocalo, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            The Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH holds up a mask worn during "El Baile del Diablo," a traditional dance from the Oaxacan coast, while standing backstage prior to his performance at a celebration of Indigenous peoples, at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH, wearing a black and red "gaban," a garment native to the Triqui people in western Oaxaca, performs during a celebration of Indigenous peoples, as artist Alberto Sebastian Bautista Figueroa spray paints a mural on a stage wall, at the Zocalo in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            Gloves, whip and other accessories used for "El Baile del Diablo" or "Devil's Dance" a traditional dance from the Oaxacan coast. The Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH performed during a Festival of Indigenous Cultures, in Mexico City, Tuesday, August 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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            Carlos CGH is an Indigenous artist in Mexico who aims to conserve his native Triqui language through rap. The Triqui people are native to the western part of Oaxaca and have struggled with political and social conflicts going back more than 80 years. Carlos CGH, whose full name is Carlos Guadalupe Hernandez, says Triqui is a language at risk of disappearing and he hopes to change that with his music. (AP video shot by Martin Silva Rey)
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            Mexican-Triqui artist Carlos CGH, wearing a black and red "gaban," a garment native to the Triqui people in western Oaxaca, holds up a T-shirt with a message that reads in Spanish: "Triqui nation resist!", during a celebration of Indigenous peoples at the Zocalo, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Mariana Martinez Barba)
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                                    Carlos CGH is an Indigenous artist in Mexico who aims to conserve his native Triqui language through rap. The Triqui people are native to the western part of Oaxaca and have struggled with political and social conflicts going back more than 80 years. Carlos CGH, whose full name is Carlos Guadalupe Hernandez, says Triqui is a language at risk of disappearing and he hopes to change that with his music. (AP video shot by Martin Silva Rey)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Backstage at a celebration of Indigenous peoples in Mexico City's sprawling central square, Carlos CGH traced his fingers across a black and red "gaban," which is similar to a poncho.
The garment, native to the Triqui people in western Oaxaca, is a source of pride for the 24-year-old rapper and reserved for special occasions. Its textured surface was decorated with intricate needlepoint patterns of multicolored corn husks.
As the rapper -- whose full name is Carlos Guadalupe Hernandez -- prepared for his performance, Oaxacan muralist Alberto Sebastian Bautista Figueroa brainstormed details. He crafted a drawing with the word "RAICES," or "ROOTS," in twisting strokes, for a mural he planned to create during the performance.
"We're always proud," Guadalupe later said on stage, wearing the gaban. "This goes out to all craftspeople who are here, people don't know all the history and all the resistance behind one garment."

    


Such details are an important part of his identity as a musician, representing his origins as a descendant of the Triqui nation. His verses are reflective of his culture, and he aims to conserve his native tongue, Triqui, through contemporary rap.




Triqui is one of many Mixtec languages spoken in Oaxaca and has four variants. One variant, Xnanj nu' a, is particular to Guadalupe's hometown of San Juan Copala.
"To my Triqui brothers - farmworkers, students, doctors and all the women," Guadalupe rapped in Spanish. "We fight every day for a better future." He held up a shirt that said "Triqui Nation Resists!" while his DJ dropped a series of trap horns.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Indigenous Triqui people, numbering about 20,000, have struggled with political and social conflicts going back more than 80 years. The area also has become a hot spot for arms trafficking, drug trafficking and illegal logging.
Growing internal disputes for territorial control, including dozens of killings, have led to forced displacement for many in the community.

    


Many Triquis have moved to Mexico City but push to return to their homes. Guadalupe is originally from the municipality of Santiago Juxtlahuaca, which many Triquis were forced to leave. At the age of 6, he relocated to another Oaxacan city, Huajuapan de Leon, about two hours away.
He got his start in music at age 12 as a percussionist with a local band, surrounded by Oaxaca-Mixteca artists he admired. He started rapping in 2013, inspired by the local scene. "Like love at first sight," he recalled after seeing local lyricists perform.
He sees rap as a way to conserve his mother tongue. 
"It's a language that is at risk of disappearing. Parents and grandparents are no longer teaching it to their kids," he said. "We learned that through rap we can make songs that would interest the new generations to speak it (Triqui) again."
In Oaxaca, the variety of rap is abundant. To mark the 50th anniversary of hip-hop's birth, Oaxaca's Sound Archive, an independent project to demonstrate the state's musical diversity, created a "sonic" map of the region's most influential rappers earlier this year. Carlos CGH was among them.

    


With about a dozen Indigenous languages, Oaxaca has nurtured a diverse scene. Among Guadalupe's peers are rappers who take pride in rapping in Mixtec, Zapotec, Cuicatec and other languages.
But the scene has suffered from the violence in Oaxaca. Last month, Rosty Bazendu, a passionate lyricist in the Zapotec language, was killed.
"When you look up the Triqui community on the internet, a lot of things are going to come up regarding some of the problems we have," Guadalupe said. "Here in Mexico City, I come to talk about what's within my community - the celebrations, the craftsmanship, the children, everyone who has stood out."
On stage, Guadalupe's vision of Triqui culture comes to life.
"Where are my people from the Triqui nation?" he shouted. A family in the front row raised their hands.
His last song, dedicated to the people of Santiago Juxtlahuaca, opened with playful arrangements of traditional Oaxacan banda music.

    


The crowd cheered for "El Baile del Diablo," or "Devil's Dance," a traditional dance from the Oaxacan coast. The muralist Bautista exchanged his cans of spray paint for the traditional garb of the devil, wearing a handcrafted wooden mask and stomping across the stage.
Throughout the track, Guadalupe seamlessly wove Spanish verses with Triqui rhymes.
"I will never forget my culture, tradition and language," he said with pride at the end.
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            FILE - Water flows from a water fountain in Concord, N.H., on Friday, Jan. 7, 2011. (AP Photo/Jim Cole, File)
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            FILE - A child rinses a toothbrush in San Francisco on June 18, 2019. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        US government report says fluoride at twice the recommended limit is linked to lower IQ in kids

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Water flows from a water fountain in Concord, N.H., on Friday, Jan. 7, 2011. (AP Photo/Jim Cole, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Water flows from a water fountain in Concord, N.H., on Friday, Jan. 7, 2011. (AP Photo/Jim Cole, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - A child rinses a toothbrush in San Francisco on June 18, 2019. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - A child rinses a toothbrush in San Francisco on June 18, 2019. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A U.S. government report expected to stir debate concluded that fluoride in drinking water at twice the recommended limit is linked with lower IQ in children. 
The report, based on an analysis of previously published research, marks the first time a federal agency has determined -- "with moderate confidence" -- that there is a link between higher levels of fluoride exposure and lower IQ in kids. While the report was not designed to evaluate the health effects of fluoride in drinking water alone, it is a striking acknowledgment of a potential neurological risk from high levels of fluoride. 
Fluoride strengthens teeth and reduces cavities by replacing minerals lost during normal wear and tear, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The addition of low levels of fluoride to drinking water has long been considered one of the greatest public health achievements of the last century. 

    


"I think this (report) is crucial in our understanding" of this risk, said Ashley Malin, a University of Florida researcher who has studied the effect of higher fluoride levels in pregnant women on their children. She called it the most rigorously conducted report of its kind.




The long-awaited report released Wednesday comes from the National Toxicology Program, part of the Department of Health and Human Services. It summarizes a review of studies, conducted in Canada, China, India, Iran, Pakistan, and Mexico, that concludes that drinking water containing more than 1.5 milligrams of fluoride per liter is consistently associated with lower IQs in kids. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report did not try to quantify exactly how many IQ points might be lost at different levels of fluoride exposure. But some of the studies reviewed in the report suggested IQ was 2 to 5 points lower in children who'd had higher exposures.
Since 2015, federal health officials have recommended a fluoridation level of 0.7 milligrams per liter of water, and for five decades before the recommended upper range was 1.2. The World Health Organization has set a safe limit for fluoride in drinking water of 1.5.

    


The report said that about 0.6% of the U.S. population -- about 1.9 million people -- are on water systems with naturally occurring fluoride levels of 1.5 milligrams or higher.
"The findings from this report raise the questions about how these people can be protected and what makes the most sense," Malin said.
The 324-page report did not reach a conclusion about the risks of lower levels of fluoride, saying more study is needed. It also did not answer what high levels of fluoride might do to adults.
The American Dental Association, which champions water fluoridation, had been critical of earlier versions of the new analysis and Malin's research. Asked for comment, a spokeswoman late Wednesday afternoon emailed that the organization's experts were still reviewing the report.
Fluoride is a mineral that exists naturally in water and soil. About 80 years ago, scientists discovered that people whose water supplies naturally had more fluoride also had fewer cavities, triggering a push to get more Americans to use fluoride for better dental health. 

    


In 1945, Grand Rapids, Michigan became the first U.S. city to start adding fluoride to tap water. In 1950, federal officials endorsed water fluoridation to prevent tooth decay, and continued to promote it even after fluoride toothpaste brands hit the market several years later. Though fluoride can come from a number of sources, drinking water is the main source for Americans, researchers say.
Officials lowered their recommendation for drinking water fluoride levels in 2015 to address a tooth condition called fluorosis, that can cause splotches on teeth and was becoming more common in U.S. kids.
Separately, the Environmental Protection Agency has maintained a longstanding requirement that water systems cannot have more than 4 milligrams of fluoride per liter. That standard is designed to prevent skeletal fluorosis, a potentially crippling disorder which causes weaker bones, stiffness and pain.

    


But more and more studies have increasingly pointed to a different problem, suggesting a link between higher levels of fluoride and brain development. Researchers wondered about the impact on developing fetuses and very young children who might ingest water with baby formula. Studies in animals showed fluoride could impact neurochemistry cell function in brain regions responsible for learning, memory, executive function and behavior. 
In 2006, the National Research Council, a private nonprofit organization in Washington, D.C., said limited evidence from China pointed to neurological effects in people exposed to high levels of fluoride. It called for more research into the effect of fluoride on intelligence.
After more research continued to raise questions, the National Toxicology Program in 2016 started working on a review of the available studies that could provide guidance on whether new fluoride-limiting measures were needed.

    


There were earlier drafts but the final document has repeatedly been held up. At one point, a committee of experts said available research did not support an earlier draft's conclusions.
"Since fluoride is such an important topic to the public and to public health officials, it was imperative that we made every effort to get the science right," said Rick Woychik, director of the National Toxicology Program, in a statement.
Malin said it makes sense for pregnant women to lower their fluoride intake, not only from water but also from certain types of tea. It might also make sense to have policy discussions about whether to require fluoride-content on beverage labels, she said. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - The Montana State Capitol is shown on July 13, 2020, in Helena, Mont. (Thom Bridge/Independent Record via AP, File)
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            FILE - Abortion-rights supporters take part in a protest, May 30, 2019, in St. Louis. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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            FILE - Arizona abortion-rights supporters gather for a news conference prior to delivering more than 800,000 petition signatures to the state Capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            FILE - Patrons of the Gallatin County Fairgrounds wait in line to cast their ballots in Bozeman, Mont., Nov. 3, 2020. (AP Photo/Tommy Martino, File)
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            FILE - Montana Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen attends the summer conference of the National Association of Secretaries of State in Baton Rouge, La., July 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton, File)
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                                        Arkansas' highest court upheld a decision to keep an abortion rights ballot initiative off the state's November ballot, agreeing with election officials that the group behind the measure did not properly submit documentation regarding the signature gatherers it hired.
The move is the latest development in the ongoing fight to put abortion on the ballot in states across the country in 2024. Measures to protect access have already qualified to go before voters in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nevada and South Dakota. New York also has a ballot measures that proponents say would protect abortion rights, though there's a dispute about its impact.
Yet there have also been legal fights across the country on whether to allow voters to decide these questions -- and the exact words used on the ballots and explanatory material.

    


The U.S. Supreme Court removed the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, launching a national push to have voters decide.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Most Republican-controlled states have passed abortion restrictions since then, including 14 that ban it at every stage of pregnancy. Most Democratic-led states have laws or executive orders to protect access.




Voters in all seven states that have had abortion questions before voters since 2022 -- California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, Ohio and Vermont -- have sided with abortion rights supporters.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

What is on 2024 ballots?
MONTANA

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Montana's secretary of state announced Tuesday that an abortion question had qualified for its ballot.
If it passes, it would amend the state constitution to bar the government from denying the right to abortion before viability -- generally considered to be about 23 or 24 weeks' gestational age -- or when it is necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant person.
After a legal battle over the ballot language, the Montana Supreme Court in April wrote its version of the language that would appear if enough valid signatures were certified. Required to submit about 60,000 signatures by June 21, sponsors turned in nearly twice that many -- about 117,000 -- and said counties validated more than enough signatures.

    


Abortion is already legal until viability in the state under a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion.
ARIZONA
Voters in Arizona will decide in November whether to amend the state constitution to add the right to an abortion up to about 24 weeks into pregnancy. The Arizona secretary of state's office said on Aug. 12 that it had certified enough signatures to put the measure on the ballot.
The state's top court has weighed in on the details multiple times this month. It ruled that an informational pamphlet can refer to an embryo or fetus as an "unborn human being" even though this language isn't in the amendment and won't appear on the ballot itself. The court's latest ruling, on Tuesday, keeps the measure on the ballot, rejecting Arizona Right to Life's argument that the petition summary was misleading.
The amendment would prevent Arizona from banning abortions before a fetus can survive outside the womb, and would allow later abortions to protect a woman's physical or mental health. Opponents say this goes too far and could lead to unlimited and unregulated abortions in Arizona. Supporters say it would keep abortion access free from political interference.

    


Abortion is currently legal for the first 15 weeks of pregnancy in Arizona.
COLORADO
Colorado's top election official confirmed in May that a measure to enshrine abortion protections in the state constitution, along with requirements that Medicaid and private health insurers cover abortion, made the ballot for the fall election.
Supporters said they gathered nearly double the required number of signatures needed. 
Amending the state constitution requires the support of 55% of voters.
Abortion is already legal at all stages of pregnancy in Colorado.
FLORIDA
The state Supreme Court ruled in April that a measure to legalize abortion until viability could go on the ballot despite a legal challenge from the state. Attorney General Ashley Moody had argued that there are differing views on the meaning of "viability" and that some key terms in the proposed measure are not properly defined.

    


To pass, the measure needs support from at least 60% of voters, a high threshold that supporters hope to reach after collecting nearly a million signatures on the petition to get it on the ballot.
Abortion is currently illegal in Florida after the first six weeks of pregnancy under a law that took effect May 1.
MARYLAND
Maryland voters also will be asked this year to enshrine the right to abortion in the state's constitution. Abortion is already allowed in Maryland until viability.
MISSOURI
Missouri voters will decide whether to guarantee a right to abortion with a constitutional amendment that would reverse the state's near-total ban.
The secretary of state's office certified on Aug. 13 that an initiative petition received more than enough signatures from registered voters to qualify. It will need approval from a majority of voters to become enshrined in the state constitution.

    


The Missouri ballot measure would create a right to abortion until "there is a significant likelihood of the fetus's sustained survival outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures." The ballot measure would allow abortions after fetal viability if a health care professional determines it's necessary to protect the life or physical or mental health of the pregnant woman. 
NEVADA
The Nevada Secretary of State's office announced in June that a ballot question to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution met all the requirements to appear in front of voters in November.
This amendment would ensure abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy -- or later to protect the health of the pregnant woman. To change the constitution, voters would need to approve it in 2024 and again in 2026.
Abortion up until viability is already allowed in Nevada under a law passed in 1990. 
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota voters will decide this fall on a constitutional amendment that would prevent any restrictions on abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy. 
The measure would allow the state in the second trimester to "regulate the pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." Abortion could be prohibited in the third trimester, provided there are exceptions for the life and health of the woman. 
Opponents have sued to try to take the initiative off the ballot or block results from being counted. A trial on the challenge could be held in September.
What's on the ballot in New York?
While not preserving a right to abortion by name, a reproductive rights question is on the ballot in New York. The measure would bar discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes" and "reproductive healthcare," along with sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin and disability. 
Proponents say it would protect abortion access, which is currently allowed in New York until fetal viability. And Democrats have sued to have the word "abortion" added to the ballot measure. It's unclear when a ruling might come, but the Board of Elections must certify what's on the ballot by Sept. 11.
There have been twists and turns to get the question before voters. It was on the ballot, then removed in May by a judge who found lawmakers missed a procedural step when they put it there. An appeals court reinstated it in June.
Where else could abortion possibly be on the ballot in 2024? 
NEBRASKA
Competing abortion measures could be decided by Nebraska voters in November after supporters turned in far more than the required 123,000 signatures.
One would enshrine the right to abortion until viability. Supporters said they submitted more than 207,000 signatures. The other would write into the constitution the current law, which bans abortions after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, with some exceptions. Its backers said they submitted more than 205,000 signatures.
If both measures are certified for the ballot, the one that gets more votes will become part of the state constitution so long as it also has more "yes" than "no" votes.
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            In this photograph made available by the Serbian Ministry of Interior, Serbian Police officers search a bank of the Drina River near the town of Ljubovija, Serbia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Serbian Ministry of Interior via AP)
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            In this photograph made available by the Serbian Ministry of Interior, Serbian Police officers search a bank of the Drina River near the town of Ljubovija, Serbia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Serbian Ministry of Interior via AP)
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                                        BRATUNAC, Bosnia-Herzegovina (AP) -- A baby was among at least 10 people who drowned after a boat carrying migrants overturned while crossing the Drina river from Serbia to Bosnia, officials in the two Balkan countries said Thursday.
Serbian police received a call around 5 a.m. from their counterparts in Bosnia and a citizen who reported the accident, said Interior Minister Ivica Dacic.
Dacic initially said that 18 migrants, including three children, managed to cross into Bosnia, out of 25 people who were in the boat when it overturned. But he later said that the number of victims had reached 10 people, which suggests there might have been more migrants in the boat when it capsized. 
"The lifeless body of a baby that is about nine months old has been found," said Dacic. "The baby was with its mother whose body was pulled out of the river earlier today." 

    


"Police and rescuers are continuing a further search of the Drina river and the surrounding terrain," said Dacic in a statement. 
Out of 18 migrants who made it to shore, 16 are from Syria and two are from Egypt, Dacic said. 10 of them are minors. 




Bosnian emergency official Boris Trninic said earlier there were about 30 people in the boat, 15 of whom reached safety, 
It was not immediately possible to confirm the exact number of people on the boat.
Migrants using the so-called Balkan land route in their efforts to reach Western Europe come to Serbia from Bulgaria or North Macedonia before moving on to Hungary, Croatia or Bosnia. 
To reach wealthy European countries, people fleeing wars and poverty often turn to people smugglers to take them across borders without authorization.
___
Follow AP coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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            FILE - British tech magnate Mike Lynch walks into federal court in San Francisco, March 26, 2024, (AP Photo/Michael Liedtke, File)
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            Italian firefighters scuba divers are docked at the harbor of Porticello, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, as rescue teams returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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                                        Tech tycoon Mike Lynch, who died after his yacht sank off Sicily, had been trying to move past a Silicon Valley debacle that had tarnished his legacy as an icon of British ingenuity.
Lynch, 59, struck gold when he sold Autonomy, a software maker he founded in 1996, to Hewlett-Packard for $11 billion in 2011. But the deal quickly turned into an albatross for him after he was accused of cooking the books to make the sale and fired by HP's then-CEO Meg Whitman. 
His death, confirmed on Thursday by Italian officials after they recovered his body and five others from the sea, was a dramatic turn of events that came after he was cleared of criminal charges in the U.S. in June.
Before becoming entangled with HP, Lynch was widely hailed as a visionary who inspired descriptions casting him as the British version of Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates and Apple co-founder Steve Jobs. 

    


Lynch was science and technology adviser to two British prime ministers. He also founded Invoke Capital, a venture capital firm that was a founding investor of British cybersecurity company Darktrace, and Luminance, an artificial intelligence platform for the legal industry. 




Lynch was "an instrumental figurehead from the Cambridge (England) technology scene," said friend Brent Hoberman, former CEO of travel website lastminute.com. Hoberman told the BBC that Lynch was "leading the path forward for U.K. entrepreneurs to commercialize their inventions at a global scale."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A decade-long legal battle had resulted in Lynch's extradition from the U.K. to face criminal charges of engineering a massive fraud against HP, a company that helped shape Silicon Valley's zeitgeist after starting in a Palo Alto, California, garage in 1939.
Lynch steadfastly denied any wrongdoing, asserting that he was being made a scapegoat for HP's own bungling -- a position he maintained while testifying before a jury during a 2 1/2 month trial in San Francisco earlier this year. U.S. Justice Department prosecutors called more than 30 witnesses in an attempt to prove allegations that Lynch engaged in accounting duplicity that bilked billions of dollars from HP. 

    


The trial ended up vindicating Lynch and he pledged to return to the U.K. and explore new ways to innovate. 
Although he avoided a possible prison sentence, Lynch still faced a civil case in London that HP mostly won during 2022. Damages haven't been determined in that case, but HP is seeking $4 billion. Lynch made more than $800 million from the Autonomy sale.
Forbes pegged his wealth $1 billion in 2015, the only year he was on the magazine's rich list. Britain's Sunday Times newspaper estimated this year that Lynch and his wife Angela Bacares were worth 500 million pounds ($655 million).
Lynch, a Cambridge-educated mathematician, made his mark running Autonomy, which made a search engine that could pore through emails and other internal business documents to help companies find vital information more quickly. Autonomy's steady growth during its first decade resulted in Lynch being awarded one of the U.K's highest honors, the Office of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire in 2006.

    


John Browne, chair of Francis Crick Institute, a biomedical research institute, and former head of energy giant BP, said Lynch's "ideas and his personal vision were a powerful contribution to science and technology in both Britain and globally."
The Royal Academy of Engineering, where Lynch was a Fellow, said it was "deeply saddened" to learn of his death and that he played an "active role" as a mentor and donor. 
In the months leading up to the deal that would go awry, HP valued Autonomy at $46 billion, according to evidence presented at Lynch's trial. 
The trial also presented contrasting portraits of Lynch. Prosecutors painted him as an iron-fisted boss obsessed with hitting revenue targets, even if it meant resorting to duplicity. But his lawyers cast him as entrepreneur with integrity and a prototypical tech nerd who enjoyed eating cold pizza late at night while pondering new ways to innovate.
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            Gov. Tim Walz accepted his party's nomination for vice president Wednesday night, using his Democratic convention address to thank the packed arena for "bringing the joy" to an election transformed by the elevation of his running mate, Kamala Harris.
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            Former President Bill Clinton returned to the Democratic National Convention stage Wednesday night to denounce Donald Trump and praise Kamala Harris as the "president of joy" that the country needs moving forward.
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gus Walz cries as his father Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Gwen Walz claps as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz celebrates with his family during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Hope Walz, left, and Gus Walz, children of Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, right, hug after their father concludes a speech during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 25 | 
            Maren Morris performs during the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            California delegates cheer during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., speaks during the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Veronica Escobar, D-Texas, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)


            Read More
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                                    Gov. Tim Walz accepted his party's nomination for vice president Wednesday night, using his Democratic convention address to thank the packed arena for "bringing the joy" to an election transformed by the elevation of his running mate, Kamala Harris.
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                                    Former President Bill Clinton returned to the Democratic National Convention stage Wednesday night to denounce Donald Trump and praise Kamala Harris as the "president of joy" that the country needs moving forward.
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                    Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gus Walz cries as his father Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Gwen Walz claps as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz celebrates with his family during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Hope Walz, left, and Gus Walz, children of Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, right, hug after their father concludes a speech during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                    Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Maren Morris performs during the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Sen. Cory Booker, D-NJ, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 25

                                    
                                    Sen. Cory Booker, D-NJ, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 25 | 
            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            California delegates cheer during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn., speaks during the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Veronica Escobar, D-Texas, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz accepted his party's nomination for vice president Wednesday night, using his Democratic National Convention address to thank the packed arena for "bringing the joy" to an election transformed by the elevation of his running mate, Vice President Kamala Harris. 
"We're all here tonight for one beautiful, simple reason: We love this country," Walz said as thousands of delegates hoisted vertical placards reading "Coach Walz" in red, white and blue.
Many Americans had never heard of Walz until Harris made him her running mate, and the speech was an opportunity to introduce himself. He leaned into his experiences as a football coach, his time in the National Guard and his recounting of his family's fertility struggles -- all parts of his biography that Republicans have questioned in the days since Harris picked him. 

    


While it's unclear if the speech will attract new voters, he further charmed Democratic supporters with his background and helped to balance Harris' coastal roots as a cultural representative of Midwestern states whose voters she needs this fall.




The Harris campaign said Walz had worked on his speech for multiple days and he used a teleprompter for the first time, practicing to ensure he was prepared. He told the crowd, "I haven't given a lot of speeches like this but I've given a lot of pep talks." 
"Some folks just don't understand what it takes to be a good neighbor," Walz said. "Take Donald Trump and JD Vance."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, bashed the convention as a "charade" earlier Wednesday and noted that he has been a frequent topic of conversation. He also singled out his predecessor, former President Barack Obama, for a highly critical convention speech Tuesday night, saying Obama had been "nasty."

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


Walz lays out his biography
Walz described his upbringing in Nebraska and teaching and coaching football in Minnesota and told the crowd, "Thank you for bringing the joy to this fight."

    


But he also criticized Trump and his running mate, JD Vance, and took several swipes at Republican policies. "While other states were banning books from their schools, we were banishing hunger from ours," he said. 
Walz has been accused of embellishing his background. His wife this week clarified that she did not undergo in vitro fertilization, as Walz has repeatedly claimed, but used other fertility treatments. Republicans also have criticized Walz for a 2018 comment he made about carrying weapons in war. Though he served in the National Guard for 24 years, he did not deploy to a war zone. 
Walz has made his family's struggle with fertility a central part of his narrative, a tangible way to connect with voters alarmed at the erosion of reproductive rights in the U.S. But Gwen Walz on Tuesday issued a statement that detailed the experience more comprehensively and disclosed that they relied on a different process known as intrauterine insemination, or IUI.
"If you've never experienced infertility, I guarantee you know someone who has," Tim Walz said Wednesday. 

    


His daughter, Hope, made a heart with her hands and held it over her chest.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


His son, Gus, openly wept throughout the speech, wiping his eyes with tissues while watching from the front row. 
Through tears he mouthed, "That's my dad." 
The Bill and Oprah Show
Two prominent Harris boosters on Wednesday were people Trump has crossed paths during their shared decades in public life: Bill Clinton, the nation's 42nd president, and Oprah Winfrey, the iconic talk-show host. 
Ironically, she suggested years ago that Trump could be president one day, while Clinton was once close enough to Trump that he attended his 2005 wedding to his wife Melania.
In a convention designed to needle Trump, Clinton and Winfrey portrayed Trump as selfish and Harris as focused on the needs of everyday Americans rather than her own. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Former President Clinton returned to the DNC stage - a place he knows well
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports former President Bill Clinton has blasted Donald Trump as selfish as he continued a string of Democratic convention addresses.

    

"We've got a pretty clear choice it seems to me. Kamala Harris, for the people. And the other guy who has proved, even more than the first go-around, that he's about me, myself and I," Clinton said. 
Clinton returned to a place he knows well, the Democratic convention stage, firing up his party with his trademark off-the-cuff flourishes. He spoke about 10 minutes longer than Walz did in the headliner's spot. 

    


Now 78 -- the same age as Trump -- Clinton's delivery was sometimes halting, his movements slower, and he mispronounced Harris' first name twice. His left hand often shook when he wasn't using it to grip the lectern. 
Still, he delivered several memorable, homespun pronouncements including asking: "What does her opponent do with his voice? He mostly talks about himself. So the next time you hear him, don't count the lies, count the I's."
Winfrey -- who long filmed her famous talk show in Chicago -- offered a full-throated endorsement of Harris and characterized her campaign by singing out, "Joy!" 

    


"Decency and respect are on the ballot in 2024," she said, adding, "Let us choose common sense over nonsense."
A focus on 'freedoms'
The night's theme was "a fight for our freedoms," with the programming focusing on abortion access and other rights that Democrats want to center in their campaign against Trump. Speaker after speaker argued that their party wants to defend freedoms while Republicans want to take them away.
Colorado Gov. Jared Polis used a prop that has become a convention staple, an oversized book meant to represent the Heritage Foundation's Project 2025, a sweeping set of goals to shrink government and push it to the right, if Trump wins. Polis even ripped a page from the ceremonial volume and said he was going to keep it and show it to undecided voters.
Florida Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz told the story of a woman in her state, which enacted new abortion restrictions after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, who was forced to carry to term a child with a fatal illness, only to watch the newborn die just hours after birth. 
Rep. Bennie Thompson of Mississippi spoke about the attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. He chaired a congressional committee that investigated the mob overrunning the Capitol, saying, "They wanted to stop the peaceful transfer of power for the first time in American history."
"Thank God they failed," Thompson said.
Democrats also recognized the hostages still being held by Hamas after its Oct. 7 attack on Israel in which 1,200 people were killed. Jon and Rachel Goldberg-Polin brought some in the arena to tears as they paid tribute to their son Hersh, who was abducted in the attack.
Freeing hostages "is not a political issue. It is a humanitarian issue," Jon Goldberg-Polin said, adding that "in a competition of pain there are no winners."
The Israel-Hamas war has split the Democratic base, with pro-Palestinian protesters demonstrating outside the United Center and several speakers this week acknowledging civilian deaths in the Israeli offensive in Gaza. More than 40,000 people have died in Gaza, according to local health authorities.
The man from Hope talks about joy
Some of the loudest cheers of the night were for Clinton, who seemed to relish being a warmup act for Walz. A two-term president and generational leader of his party, he noted that he attended his first convention in 1976 -- then corrected himself by saying it was actually 1972.
"I have no idea how many more of these I'll be able to come to," Clinton said.
Still, he implored delegates about the Harris-Walz ticket, "If you can get them elected and let them bring in this breath of fresh air, you will be proud of it for the rest of your life."
"Your children will be proud of it," he said. "Your grandchildren will be proud of it."
___
Associated Press writers Zeke Miller in Chicago, Jill Colvin and Ali Swenson in New York and Chris Megerian in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Mindy Kaling speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    



CHICAGO (AP) -- The Democratic National Convention's third night showcased a familiar former president, Bill Clinton, and introduced more Americans to Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, little known outside his state until Vice President Kamala Harris selected him as her running mate.

Walz, with his background as a former teacher and football coach, used his speech to put a small-town spin on the Democrats' agenda of protecting individual freedoms and rejecting what they paint as the intrusive policies of Republican Donald Trump.

Wednesday's program also highlighted plenty of up-and-coming Democratic politicians and media mogul Oprah Winfrey, who gave an energetic speech in support of the party's ticket.

Here are some takeaways from the third night of the DNC.
Walz offers himself as Midwestern everyman 



For years, Republicans have caricatured Democrats as coastal elites who have little in common with ordinary Americans.

    



Walz tried to use his biography as a hunter, teacher, football coach and national guardsman from the Midwest to disarm those attacks, which Republicans in the past have wielded with merciless efficiency.

His presence on the ticket offers a counterweight in a year when Republicans are trying to paint Harris as a California liberal with dangerous ideas.

During his speech, Walz sought to turn Republican arguments on their head while making an appeal for common sense rooted in his Midwestern values.

    
    It's the fourth and final day of the DNC. Here's what to know:

	Catch up on Night 3: The DNC barreled into its third day with a lineup headlined by former President Bill Clinton and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The final speaker was Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, introducing himself as Harris' running mate. Here are the takeaways.
	What to watch today: Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people. 
	In photos: The Democratic Party celebrity supporters have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now the party is teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online. A look at influencers and speakers at the 2024 DNC.
	Protesters rallied and marched on Night 3 of the DNC: More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"When they were banning books from their schools, we were banishing hunger from ours," he jabbed.

It's a pitch aimed at constituencies that Democrats have struggled to connect with in recent years, namely rural, white voters who have increasingly abandoned the party.

Walz was introduced by Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar, who asked, "Who better to find common ground than a guy with Midwestern common sense?"
The Big Dog in twilight turns the age question toward Trump

Clinton has spoken at 13 straight Democratic National Conventions, going back to 1976. On Wednesday night he confessed, "I have no idea how many more of these I'll be able to come to."

    



It was a striking admission from a politician whose dominance earned him the nickname The Big Dog. Clinton, who just turned 78, didn't shrink from his age, instead turning it into a poke at the GOP nominee, declaring, "I'm still younger than Donald Trump." 

In his 27-minute speech, Clinton leaned into what he's seen over the decades and the burdens of history. He warned the convention crowd that, however good they feel, the campaign will be tough. 

"You should never underestimate your adversary," Clinton said. It could be taken as an allusion to watching his wife, Hillary Clinton, fall just short of the presidency in 2016.






'Bring them home'



In a deeply polarized country, there was one group that was welcomed with loud applause at both the Republican and Democratic conventions -- the parents of young men taken hostage after Hamas' attack on Israel on Oct. 7.

Last month in Milwaukee, Ronen and Orna Neutra, told the gathering about the kidnapping of their adult son, Omer, and led the crowd in a chant of "bring them home!" On Wednesday, Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg-Polin, whose 23-year-old son Hersh Goldberg-Polin was kidnapped on Oct. 7, walked onstage to the same chant.

    



"This is a political convention," Jon Polin said. "But needing our only son and all of the cherished hostages home is not a political issue. It is a humanitarian issue."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



At the RNC, several speakers -- though not the Neutras -- slammed President Joe Biden and Harris for not deterring Hamas from its attack and for neglecting the hostages. Polin and Goldberg, for their part, said they've spoken repeatedly with the president and vice president and praised their efforts.

While the Republican convention framed Hamas as a threat to the United States, the Democratic convention has been comparably quiet about the war, even as pro-Palestinian protests demonstrate outside the hall demanding the administration stop supporting Israel. 
Jan. 6 insurrection back in the spotlight



The Jan. 6 insurrection of 2021 has been a key part of Democratic campaigns ever since the attack on the U.S. Capitol shocked the country. Democrats gave it a place of prominence Wednesday night.

    



The centerpiece was a video showing Trump urging his supporters to march to the Capitol, the attacks on police officers and the Republican nominee's pledges to pardon those who were prosecuted. That last bit drew chants of "lock him up" from the Democratic delegates.

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    



Democrats want to step carefully, though, lest an attack on American democracy become just another partisan issue.

To that end, the segment kicked off with Republicans speaking about their worries about Trump. Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan recalled threats from Trump supporters when he refused to accede to the then-president's demands in 2020 to declare him the winner in Georgia rather than Biden.

Duncan told fellow Republicans that if they vote for Harris, "You're not a Democrat. You're a patriot."

    




Dems give freedom an expansive definition 



Wednesday night's convention theme was "Freedom." Backed by Beyonce's song of the same name, which the musician has authorized the Harris campaign to use, the word flashed on the video screen and in speech after speech at the United Center.

Democrats firmly tied it to the fight over reproductive rights that went into overdrive after the fall of Roe v. Wade. But they also used the freedom argument to slam Republicans on other social issues, from gay rights to the spread of book bans in schools. 

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis, a gay man raising two children with his husband, tied it to the conservative Project 2025. The agenda was developed by the conservative Heritage Foundation and is seen as a potential blueprint for a second Trump term, although Trump says it is not related to his campaign.

"Project 2025 would turn the entire federal government into a massive machine, it would weaponize it to control our reproductive choices," Polis said. 

And in one of the evening's most electrifying speeches, Winfrey said of freedom, "Every now and then, it requires standing up to life's bullies."
Democrats, long associated with Hollywood, look to online influencers



The Democratic Party boasts a cache of celebrity supporters who have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now they're teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online.

More than 200 content creators and influencers have been granted access to the DNC's backstage events this week. And with tens of millions of followers, their coverage of the events can do more to get politicians' messages out than traditional media and celebrity endorsements.

On TikTok, influencers like Deja Foxx post "OOTD," or outfit of the day, videos on the DNC's blue carpet. Her Wednesday fit included a matching khaki set, a pair of Nike Air Force Ones, and an oversized Prada jacket with giant pockets to hold all her equipment, "because slay," she tells her 141K followers.

The creator has already interviewed Harris on her social media pages and spoke on behalf of Arizona's delegation at the DNC.

Carlos Eduardo Espina, a Spanish-speaking influencer with 10.2 million followers on TikTok, addressed the convention Wednesday night, part of an appeal to young Latino voters who are crucial to getting Harris elected.

Espina seamlessly joined a senator, a border congresswoman and a Texas sheriff as defenders of the Biden-Harris stance on immigration. "To be pro-immigrant is to be pro-America," he said.
The Democratic and Republican playlists play to their bases



The playlist at the Republican convention in Milwaukee last month was dominated by classic rock. Now, as the Democrats gather in Chicago, the musical offerings have been far more diverse.

The dueling soundtracks are a reflection of the two parties' dramatically different voting bases. The GOP convention leaned heavily on the radio rock that was popular when much of their older, whiter base was young in the 1960s and 1970s. The Democrats' musical offerings, meanwhile, include rap, R&B, indie rock, country, Americana -- and, yes, some classic rock -- in keeping with the party's multi-racial coalition.

Across the first two nights at the DNC, there were appearances by Atlanta rapper Lil Jon and Americana singer-songwriter Jason Isbell. The Wednesday lineup included R&B stars Stevie Wonder and John Legend, the latter covering the songs of Minnesota icon Prince. Pop star Pink is slated to perform on the final night.

The GOP convention featured a house band that belted out covers of Aerosmith, Cheap Trick and Lynyrd Skynyrd tunes. The house band also backed up country singer Lee Greenwood, who performed "God Bless the USA." Rap-rocker Kid Rock, an avowed conservative, also performed.

___

Riccardi reported from Denver. AP writer Fatima Hussein in Washington contributed to this report. 
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            Relatives of the victims killed in a fire triggered by an explosion at the Escientia Advanced Sciences Private Ltd., a pharmaceutical company, sit outside the factory, in Atchutapuram, Andhra Pradesh state, India, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Leela Devi, center, with her arms outstretched, wails after hearing of her husband Chiranjeevi's death in an explosion at the Escientia Advanced Sciences Private Ltd., a pharmaceutical company, outside the mortuary of King George Hospital in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh state, India, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        HYDERABAD, India (AP) -- A big explosion triggered a fire at a pharmaceutical plant in southern India, killing at least 18 workers, police said Thursday.
The death toll rose from 15 as three of the 40 injured in the fire Wednesday in the chemical reactor of the plant in Andhra Pradesh state died in hospital on Thursday, police officer M. Deepika said, adding that some of the injured were in critical condition.
The Press Trust of India news agency reported distressing scenes with the skin of several workers peeling off. Ambulances transported them to the hospital.
Officials suspect the fire was caused by an electrical fault at the plant, according to media reports. State authorities have ordered an investigation.
The explosion occurred at the Escientia Company in the Anakapalle district. The plant is about 350 kilometers (220 miles) northeast of Amaravati, the capital of Andhra Pradesh.

    


The 5-year-old company manufactures intermediate chemicals and active pharmaceutical ingredients.
As the news of the blast spread, hundreds of people from families of workers rushed to the plant to find out what happened to their loved ones.




Around 380 employees work two shifts at the plant. Many escaped because they were on lunch break when the explosion started the fire.
The plant is in the state's special economic zone at Atchutapuram village, which was established in 2009 with over 200 companies. Anakapalli is adjacent to the port city of Vishakhapatnam, a highly industrialized area with many mishaps, including hazardous chemical leakages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the most extensive industrial mishap in the region, 22 people were killed when a blast occurred in the refinery of Hindustan Petroleum Corporation in Visakhapatnam in 1997.
Fires are common in India, where builders and residents often flout building laws and safety norms. Some don't even install firefighting equipment.
In 2019, a fire caused by an electrical short circuit in a New Delhi factory producing handbags and other items killed 43 people.
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            A worker climbs aboard a locomotive at a CPKC rail yard Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivers a statement on the potential rail strike following an event in Gatineau, Quebec, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Prime Minister Justin Trudeau delivers a statement on the potential rail strike following an event in Gatineau, Quebec, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Sean Kilpatrick/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Both of Canada's major freight railroads have come to a full stop because of a contract dispute with their workers, an impasse that could bring significant economic harm to businesses and consumers in Canada and the U.S. if the trains don't resume running soon.
Canadian National and CPKC railroads both locked out their employees after the deadline of 12:01 a.m. Eastern Thursday passed without new agreements with the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference that represents some 10,000 engineers, conductors and dispatchers. 
All rail traffic in Canada and all shipments crossing the U.S. border have stopped, although CPKC and CN's trains will continue to operate in the U.S. and Mexico.
Billions of dollars of goods each month move between Canada and the U.S. via rail, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation.
 "If rail traffic grinds to a halt, businesses and families across the country will feel the impact," Jay Timmons, president and CEO of the National Association of Manufacturers, said in a statement. "Manufacturing workers, their communities and consumers of all sorts of products will be left reeling from supply chain disruptions."

    


There will be other impacts as well, including on the more than 30,000 commuters in Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal who will be scrambling to find a new way into work because their trains won't be able to operate over CPKC's tracks while the railroad is shut down.




Business groups had urged the government to intervene, but Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has declined to force both sides into arbitration yet.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CN said it was waiting for a response on one final offer made late Wednesday when it locked the workers out. CPKC spokesperson Patrick Waldron said the union rejected its last offer that CEO Keith Creel made at the table in person. Both railroads have said they would end the lockout if the union agreed to binding arbitration.

    


"Despite the lockout, the Teamsters remain at the bargaining table with both companies," the union said in a statement.
CN had been negotiating with the Teamsters for nine months while CPKC had been trying to reach an agreement for a year, the unions said.
Many companies across all industries rely on railroads to deliver their raw materials and finished products, so without regular rail service they may have to cut back or even close.
That's why the U.S. government kept rail workers from going on strike two years ago and forced them to accept a contract despite their concerns about demanding schedules and the lack of paid sick time.
Canada's railroads have sometimes shut down briefly in the past during contract negotiations -- most recently CPKC was offline for a couple days in March 2022 -- but it is rare for both railroads to stop at the same time. The impact on businesses will be magnified because both CN and CPKC have stopped.
Both CN and CPKC had been gradually shutting down since last week ahead of the contract deadline. Shipments of hazardous chemicals and perishable goods were the first to stop, so they wouldn't be stranded somewhere on the tracks.

    


As the Canadian contract talks were coming down to the wire, one of the biggest U.S. railroads, CSX, broke with the U.S. freight rail industry's longstanding practice of negotiating jointly for years with the unions. CSX reached a deal with several of its 13 unions that cover 25% of its workers ahead of the start of national bargaining later this year.
The new five-year contracts will provide 17.5% raises, better benefits and vacation time if they are ratified. The unions that have signed deals with CSX include part of the SMART-TD union representing conductors in one region, the Transportation Communications Union, the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen and the Transport Workers Union. TCU President Artie Maratea said he's proud that his union reached a deal "without years of unnecessary delay and stall tactics."
Trudeau has been reluctant to force arbitration because he doesn't want to offend the Teamsters Canada Rail Conference and other unions, but he urged both sides to reach a deal Wednesday because of the tremendous economic damage that would follow a full shutdown.

    


"It is in the best interest of both sides to continue doing the hard work at the table," Trudeau said to reporters in Gatineau, Quebec. "Millions of Canadians, workers, farmers, businesses, right across the country, are counting on both sides to do the work and get to a resolution."
Numerous business groups have been urging Trudeau to act.
Trudeau said Labor Minister Steven MacKinnon met with both sides in the CN talks in Montreal on Tuesday and would be on hand for the CPKC talks in Calgary, Alberta. MacKinnon later said he wrapped up his meetings with the rail companies and the Teamsters. 
'Workers, farmers, commuters and businesses can't wait. Canadians need urgency at the table. The parties need to get deals done now," he posted on the social platform X. 

    


The negotiations are stuck on issues related to the way rail workers are scheduled and concerns about rules designed to prevent fatigue and provide adequate rest to train crews. Both railroads had proposed shifting away from the existing system, which pays workers based on the miles in a trip, to an hourly system they said would make it easier to provide predictable time off.
The railroads said their contract offers have included raises consistent with recent deals in the industry. Engineers make about $150,000 a year on Canadian National while conductors earn $120,000, and CPKC says its wages are comparable.
Similar quality-of-life concerns about demanding schedules and the lack of paid sick time nearly led to a U.S. rail strike two years ago until Congress and President Joe Biden intervened and forced the unions to accept a deal.
Manufacturing companies may have to scale back or even shut down production if they can't get rail service, while ports and grain elevators will quickly become clogged with shipments waiting to move. And if the dispute drags on for a couple weeks, water treatment plants all across Canada might have to scramble without new shipments of chlorine.
"If railways are not picking up the goods that are coming in by ships, then pretty soon your terminals get filled up. And at that point you cannot take any vessels at the terminal anymore," said Victor Pang, chief financial officer at the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority.
He pointed to the 13-day strike by 7,400 British Columbia dockworkers last summer, which manufacturers said blocked the flow of $500 million Canadian (US$368 million) worth of goods each day.
Some companies would undoubtedly turn to trucking to keep some of their products moving, but there's no way to make up for the volume railroads deliver. It would take some 300 trucks to haul everything just one train can carry.
___
Funk reported from Omaha, Nebraska.
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            Robert Telles speaks to the jury from the witness stand on the eighth day of his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 21, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Robert Telles is sworn in on the witness stand on the eighth day of his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 21, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            FILE - Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, right, talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, on May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 10 | 
            Jeff German, investigative reporter, poses for a portrait at the Las Vegas Review-Journal photos studio, in Las Vegas, on Jan. 19, 2017. (Elizabeth Brumley/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 10 | 
            District Judge Michelle Leavitt presides in court during the murder trial for Robert Telles at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Robert Telles is sworn in on the witness stand on the eighth day of his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 21, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 10

                                    
                                    Robert Telles is sworn in on the witness stand on the eighth day of his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 21, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 10 | 
            FILE - Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, right, talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, on May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, File)
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            District Judge Michelle Leavitt presides in court during the murder trial for Robert Telles at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, is charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- In his first words to a jury, a former Las Vegas-area Democratic elected official declared Wednesday that he didn't kill an investigative reporter who wrote articles critical of him and his workplace conduct. Then he promised to tell them his story.
"This is the day I've been waiting for," Robert Telles said after his attorney received permission from the trial judge to let Telles testify "by way of narration" instead of a standard question-and-answer format. 
The attorney, Robert Draskovich, then sat down. He had strongly advised his client not to take the stand and risk questioning under oath from two prosecutors who rested their murder case Monday after four days, 28 witnesses and hundreds of pages of photos, police reports and video evidence that weigh heavily against Telles.
Telles could face life in prison if he is convicted.

    


"Unequivocally I'm innocent," Telles said, speaking softly and turning in the witness box to face 12 jurors and two alternates who each leaned forward to face him. Some held notebooks, pens poised. The hushed courtroom was packed with media and spectators, including several members of slain reporter Jeff German's family.




"I didn't kill Mr. German," Telles said. "When I share an opinion with you, that's my right. And it's your right to decide whether or not you agree with my opinion or not, whether you want to doubt my opinion or not. I'm just hoping that I'm not stopped from sharing with you what I have to say."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

So began the first 90 minutes of Telles' testimony. Within 30 minutes -- after starts and stops and fumbled impromptu directions to court staff to show photos and documents -- some jurors were glancing around the courtroom. Some notebooks were down. One man twirled his pen between his fingers.
Within an hour, Clark County District Court Judge Michelle Leavitt was admonishing Telles to stop talking until she ruled on prosecutors' objections to his testimony, and told him his "opinions are not relevant at this time."

    


Telles did not appear to understand. Defense attorneys can only present opinions and interpretations about evidence during closing arguments.
"So again, I'm going to ask you to limit your testimony to facts and observations that you made," the judge said.
The day ended at 5 p.m. Telles is due to return to the witness stand Thursday to finish his story and then face the cross-examination he has been warned about. Draskovich has said he expects Telles will be the last defense witness.
"I've been sitting in a cell for almost two years," Telles told jurors, adding more than once that he was "very nervous."
Telles, 47, was an attorney who practiced civil law and served as the county's administrator of unclaimed estates before losing his job. His law license was suspended following his arrest several days after German was slashed and stabbed to death outside his home on Sept. 2, 2022. No family members have been called as character witnesses on his behalf.
German, 69, spent 44 years covering Las Vegas mobsters and public officials at the Las Vegas Sun and the Review-Journal. About 10 of his family members and friends have attended the trial. They have declined to speak to the media.

    


Telles has said previously he didn't kill German but never accounted for what he was doing that day. He has said he was framed for the crime and victimized by a political and social "old guard" real estate network for trying to fight corruption that he saw in his office.
On Wednesday, an athletic club manager testified that records showed Telles' membership was used to check in at a Las Vegas location just after noon the day German was killed. But he also said video of guests arriving and departing at that time was no longer available.
Earlier, a cellphone data expert testifying in Telles' defense conceded during questioning by a prosecutor that Telles' phone showed no outgoing activity from 8:48 a.m. to 2:05 p.m. that day -- a period in which evidence has shown German was killed.
Police and prosecutors have said they think Telles left his phone at home. They allege Telles killed German because German authored articles for the Las Vegas Review-Journal about a county office in turmoil under Telles' leadership, including allegations that Telles had an inappropriate relationship with a female coworker. 

    


Evidence has shown that Telles' DNA was found beneath German's fingernails and that Telles had family ties to a maroon SUV seen in German's neighborhood about the time German was killed. 
Police found on Telles' cellphone and computer hundreds of photos of German's home and several pages of German's identity records, including time stamps showing they'd been collected just weeks before the killing.
At Telles' house, police found cut-up pieces of a broad straw hat and a gray athletic shoe that looked like those worn by a person captured on neighborhood security video wearing an oversized orange long-sleeve shirt, carrying a big cloth satchel and slipping into a side yard of German's home before the reporter was ambushed and left dead in a pool of blood.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vegas-journalist-killed-telles-murder-trial-14376d1d1245cd71872e577b33d119f3
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg-Polin, the parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, brought many to tears at the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday as they paid tribute to their son who is still being held by Hamas after its Oct. 7 attack.
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            California State Controller Malia Cohen, left and California Lieutenant Gov. Eleni Kounalakis react as Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin who is being held hostage in Gaza, appear on stage on the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago,Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Mike Segar/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A woman reacts to Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            A woman reacts to Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, appear on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a moving speech Wednesday at the Democratic National Convention, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza. 
"This is a political convention. But needing our only son -- and all of the cherished hostages -- home is not a political issue. It is a humanitarian issue," said Jon Polin, whose son Hersh Goldberg-Polin lost part of his left arm and was kidnapped from Israel by militants who attacked the music festival he was attending. 
Polin and his wife, Rachel Goldberg-Polin, were greeted with an extended ovation and chants of "bring him home" by the thousands of Democratic delegates in Chicago. 

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


They steered clear of politics in their 10-minute speech, but Jon Polin said the families of the American hostages meet regularly in Washington and are heartened to see bipartisan support for securing the release of their loved ones. President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, he said, are "both working tirelessly" for a deal between Israel and Hamas for a cease-fire in Gaza and the release of the remaining hostages. 

    


"Hersh, if you can hear us, we love you, stay strong, survive," Rachel Polin-Goldberg said. 




She and her husband wore stickers with the number 320, drawing attention to the number of days their son has been held. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The speech put an emotional and human face on the Israel-Hamas conflict, a sensitive issue for Democrats, who face pressure from pro-Palestinian protesters to more forcefully press Israel to end the siege that has leveled much of the Gaza Strip and killed tens of thousands of people, according to the Gaza health ministry, which does not distinguish in its death count between militants and civilians.
Delegates of the "uncommitted" movement, which was sparked by dissatisfaction with President Joe Biden's handling of the Israel-Hamas war, announced to reporters late Wednesday that officials denied their request for a Palestinian to speak during the convention. The group of 36 delegates has outsized influence as they stem from pivotal battleground states like Michigan, which is part of the so-called "blue wall" critical to Democratic chances in November. 

    


The movement's leaders had negotiated for weeks with the Harris campaign and convention organizers, and were given a panel Monday afternoon to discuss family members lost or maimed in Israel's offensive.
"I have asked for the vice president to call us back and tell us that the suppression of Palestinian Americans does not belong in the Democratic Party and a Palestinian speaker will speak on this stage," Uncommitted National Movement co-founder Abbas Alawieh said. "I'm waiting for the call."
U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez called on convention organizers to make space for a Palestinian speaker. 
"Just as we must honor the humanity of hostages, so too must we center the humanity of the 40,000 Palestinians killed under Israeli bombardment," the New York lawmaker wrote on the X platform. "To deny that story is to participate in the dehumanization of Palestinians."

    


More than 100 hostages remain in Gaza, though some are believed to have died. Family members of six of the eight American hostages still held by Hamas were in Chicago to raise awareness about their loved ones' plight. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Ronen and Orna Neutra, the parents of hostage Omer Neutra, were given a speaking slot at the Republican National Convention last month.
"Time is running out," Ronen Neutra told The Associated Press at the Democratic convention. "And all leaders must work together in a bipartisan fashion to put pressure on both Hamas and the Israeli government and reach a deal that is so much overdue, so much overdue."
On Tuesday, multiple pro-Palestinian demonstrators were arrested after clashing with police during a protest that began outside the Israeli consulate and spilled out onto the surrounding streets. 
Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday as the United States presses Israel and Hamas to agree to a "bridging proposal" that could lead to a cease-fire in the war in Gaza.
___ Cooper reported from Phoenix. Associated Press journalists Farnoush Amiri and Mike Householder in Chicago contributed to this report. 
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            FILE- Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, awards Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle the First-Called at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            FILE- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi leaves to receive his Malaysian counterpart Anwar Ibrahim for a delegation level meeting in New Delhi, India, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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            FILE- In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi meet at the Grand Prince Hotel, during the G7 Summit in Hiroshima, Japan, May 20, 2023. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP, File)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a historic visit Friday to Ukraine, a month and a half after he traveled to Moscow to hold talks with President Vladimir Putin.
Officials in India and Ukraine have said the visit will focus on boosting economic ties and cooperation in defense, science and technology. 
But analysts say the visit could also be an attempt to have India strike a more neutral stance after what has been seen as a lean toward Russia, given Modi's recent Moscow visit, his country's historic, Cold War-era relationship with Russia and New Delhi's avoidance of directly criticizing Russia over its invasion of Ukraine. 
Why is Modi visiting Ukraine?
Modi's landmark visit is the first to Ukraine from a prime minister of India since the country established diplomatic relations with Ukraine over 30 years ago. He will arrive in Kyiv after a two-day visit to Poland.

    


Analysts say the timing of the trip is aimed at controlling fallout from the Indian leader's July 8-9 trip to Russia. 
That trip coincided with a NATO leaders gathering in Washington and Russian missile strikes on a hospital in Ukraine that killed scores of people, drawing strong criticism from Zelenskyy. The Ukrainian leader called Modi's meeting "a huge disappointment" and "a devastating blow to peace efforts" after the Indian leader was seen hugging Putin.




While Modi did not address the missile strikes directly, he alluded to the bloodshed while sitting next to Putin, and condemned any attack that harms innocent people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This week's Ukraine trip represents India "trying to balance the situation" after being seen as "tilting towards Russia," said K C Singh, a strategic affairs expert and former diplomat. 
Indian officials are downplaying any connections with the Moscow trip. "This is not a zero-sum game ... these are independent, broad ties," Secretary (West) Tanmaya Lal said this week. 

    


Despite pressure from the West, New Delhi has refrained from condemning Russia's invasion or voting against it in U.N. resolutions. It has avoided taking sides and urged Ukraine and Russia to resolve the conflict through dialogue.
"Modi's visit is designed to some extent to show that New Delhi's strategic orientation remains non-alignment, and as such, to keep balance in its foreign policy," said Derek Grossman, an Indo-Pacific analyst at the RAND Corporation.
What are India's ties to Russia?
India and Russia have had strong ties since the Cold War, and New Delhi's importance as a key trading partner for Moscow has grown since the Kremlin sent troops into Ukraine in February 2022. 
India has joined China in becoming a key buyer of Russian oil following sanctions imposed by the United States and its allies that shut most Western markets off to Russian exports.
Modi's visit to Moscow was seen by analysts as reinforcing their partnership, especially since Russia remains a crucial trade and defense partner. Some 60% of India's military systems and hardware is of Russian origin, and New Delhi now gets more than 40% of its oil imports from Russia.

    


Trade between the two has also seen a sharp increase, touching close to $65 billion in the 2023-24 financial year, according to India's foreign ministry.
What about India's ties to Ukraine? 
Bilateral trade between India and Ukraine is much lower, at about at $3 billion before the invasion, but Modi and Zelenskyy have interacted since at the sidelines of global events and the Ukrainian foreign minister also visited New Delhi earlier this year. 
India has also provided several consignments of humanitarian assistance to Ukraine since the invasion. 
Analysts say Zelenskyy is unlikely to raise Modi's meeting with Putin - at least publicly. 
But Modi's Moscow visit and the India-Russia relationship will be a "strong undertone" to his Ukraine trip, even if it not explicitly mentioned in public statements, added Chietigj Bajpaee, who researches South Asia at the Chatham House think tank. 
How will this trip be perceived?
The trip is likely to be well-received in the U.S. and other Western countries that had been critical of Modi's meeting with Putin in July, Grossman said. 

    


For Modi, this trip is an opportunity "to engage Zelenskyy and secure Indian interests there, push back against Russian overreach and placate the West," Grossman added.
But while the trip will offer some reassurance to the West, it will remain clear that India maintains a closer relationship with Moscow and "Modi's visit will not change this perception," Bajpaee said. 
Modi is unlikely to use this visit to seek a role for India as a peacemaker in the conflict, which some had speculated it would do at the onset of the war given New Delhi's ties to Russia and emerging stature globally.
"Indian behavior... has been to try to stay out of resolving it, and to only occasionally comment against further aggression," said Grossman, adding that India -- unlike China or Turkey -- hasn't come forward with a peace plan, for example.
Meanwhile, the Kremlin will be observing Modi's visit, "but short of any statements that are highly critical of Russia, it is unlikely to be concerned," Bajpaee said.
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            Second gentleman Doug Emhoff, who would become the nation's first gentleman if his wife wins the presidency, shared personal details about his relationship with Kamala Harris when he addressed cheering delegates at the Democratic Party convention in Chicago on Tuesday night.
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            FILE - Second gentleman Douglas Emhoff speaks at the Democratic National Conventiony, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - Cole Emhoff introduces his father second gentleman Douglas Emhoff during the Democratic National Convention, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Ella Emhoff appears at a rally for her stepmother Sen. Kamala Harris in Oakland, Calif., Jan. 27, 2019. (AP Photo/Tony Avelar, File)
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            FILE - Maya Harris, right, and husband Tony West arrive at an event, Dec. 18, 2021, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            FILE - Meena Harris arrives at the Baby2Baby Gala, Nov. 13, 2021, in West Hollywood, Calif. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - San Francisco's new district attorney, Kamala Harris, right, with her mother Dr. Shyamala Gopalan holding a copy of The Bill of Rights, receives the oath of office from California Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald M. George, left, during inauguration ceremonies, Jan. 8, 2004, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/George Nikitin, File)
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            FILE - Second gentleman Douglas Emhoff speaks at the Democratic National Conventiony, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - Cole Emhoff introduces his father second gentleman Douglas Emhoff during the Democratic National Convention, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Ella Emhoff appears at a rally for her stepmother Sen. Kamala Harris in Oakland, Calif., Jan. 27, 2019. (AP Photo/Tony Avelar, File)
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            FILE - Maya Harris, right, and husband Tony West arrive at an event, Dec. 18, 2021, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)
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            FILE - Meena Harris arrives at the Baby2Baby Gala, Nov. 13, 2021, in West Hollywood, Calif. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - San Francisco's new district attorney, Kamala Harris, right, with her mother Dr. Shyamala Gopalan holding a copy of The Bill of Rights, receives the oath of office from California Supreme Court Chief Justice Ronald M. George, left, during inauguration ceremonies, Jan. 8, 2004, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/George Nikitin, File)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    



CHICAGO (AP) -- Kamala Harris has a husband, Doug Emhoff, who could make history as America's first gentleman spouse. Two stepchildren who call her "Momala." A politically connected sister who is a top adviser and sounding board. A brother-in-law who temporarily stepped away from a top private sector gig to help elect her. A niece who is the mother of two daughters that Harris dotes on. There's also her husband's ex-wife, who defends Harris and Emhoff and their blended family.

They've been popping up around Chicago and on social media this week during the Democratic National Convention, where Harris will formally accept the party's presidential nomination.

    
    It's the fourth and final day of the DNC. Here's what to know:

	Catch up on Night 3: The DNC barreled into its third day with a lineup headlined by former President Bill Clinton and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The final speaker was Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, introducing himself as Harris' running mate. Here are the takeaways.
	What to watch today: Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people. 
	In photos: The Democratic Party celebrity supporters have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now the party is teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online. A look at influencers and speakers at the 2024 DNC.
	Protesters rallied and marched on Night 3 of the DNC: More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    



A look at members of Harris' blended family:
Doug Emhoff: Husband 

He would become America's first first gentleman if his wife is elected president. 

Emhoff, 59, is already the first second gentleman of the U.S. and the first Jewish spouse of a U.S. president or vice president. He has been a leader of the Biden administration's efforts against antisemitism. Emhoff gave up a lucrative career as an entertainment and intellectual property lawyer in California to avoid conflicts of interest and support his wife after she became vice president. 

    



In a speech to the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday night, Emhoff told the story of how he and Harris met on a blind date in 2013; she was California's attorney general at the time. They wed in 2014, her first marriage and his second. Emhoff has two adult children, Ella and Cole, from a previous marriage and they call Harris "Momala." 
Ella Emhoff: Stepdaughter

Ella, 25, is the daughter of Emhoff and his first wife, Kerstin. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Ella is an artist, model and fashion designer who lives in New York. Her parents named her after jazz singer Ella Fitzgerald. She's a 2021 graduate of The New School's Parsons School of Design in New York. She made her debut at the annual Met Gala in 2021 in a red mesh bodysuit and matching pants by Stella McCartney. After her dad's convention speech, she flashed a heart figure made with her hands. Ella recently drew criticism after posting on a personal social media account a fundraising link to the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees. 

    




Cole Emhoff: Stepson

Cole, 29, is the son of Emhoff and his former wife. 

Cole is a film assistant and producer at Plan B Entertainment, a production company in Los Angeles that was co-founded by Brad Pitt. His parents named him after saxophonist John Coltrane. He introduced his father to the convention on Tuesday night as "the glue that keeps this family together." Cole graduated from Colorado College in 2017 with a degree in psychology. Harris officiated in October 2023 when Cole married longtime girlfriend Greenley Littlejohn. 
Maya Harris: Sister

Maya, 57, is the vice president's younger sister and her only sibling. She talked about her sister's "fighting spirit" and instinct to protect the people she's close to in a brief video shown during the convention. Maya is a lawyer, policy advocate, speaker and writer who chaired her sister's 2020 presidential campaign. She then became a national surrogate for the Biden-Harris ticket after her sister became Joe Biden's running mate. In 2016, she was a senior adviser for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign. Maya lives in California and New York with her husband, Tony West. 

    




Tony West: Brother-in-law 

West, 59, recently went on leave from his job as Uber's chief legal officer to work on Harris' campaign. West spoke about his sister-in-law at the convention on Wednesday night, telling delegates that she is motivated "by a belief in equal opportunity." He has advised Harris' campaigns since her race for San Francisco district attorney in 2003, and has accompanied her on some recent trips. A graduate of Stanford University law school, West was general counsel of PepsiCo before he joined Uber in 2017. He served in the Justice Department under Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. West and Maya Harris met at Stanford and married in 1998. 
Meena Harris, Alexander Hudlin, Jasper Emhoff, Arden Emhoff: Nieces and Nephews 

Meena, 39, is Maya Harris' daughter from a previous relationship. She is the founder and CEO of Phenomenal, a consumer and media company. Meena is also a lawyer, author and theater producer who worked on her aunt's 2020 presidential campaign. She lives in the California Bay Area with her husband, Nikolas Ajagu, and their daughters Amara, 8, and Leela, 6. The vice president likes to dote on her young nieces and recently took them for ice cream at model Tyra Banks' new shop in Washington, D.C. Meena and the vice president share an Oct. 20 birthday. 

    



    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Hudlin and Jasper Emhoff and Arden Emhoff spoke about their "auntie" at the convention on Wednesday night. Hudlin called her a "baller" and said "she'll lift us up." Jasper Emhoff said Kamala Harris will make time "for what matters" even though "no one is busier than my auntie." Arden Emhoff said Harris will treat everyone with respect because, "even as a kid, auntie made me feel that I was seen, that my words are important, that I am important and loved."

    




Kerstin Emhoff: Doug's former wife, Ella and Cole's mother 

Kerstin, 57, is a film producer and co-founder and CEO of a commercial production company and a creative studio in California. She is attending the Democratic convention and produced a short introductory film about her former husband that was shown before he spoke at the convention on Tuesday night, according to her social media posts. Kerstin and Doug married in 1992 and split in 2009, but remain on good terms. Ella, their daughter, has described the Emhoffs and Harris as a "three-headed parenting machine." Kerstin has stood up for their blended family and recently defended Harris after Republican vice presidential candidate JD Vance's previous comments resurfaced about "childless cat ladies" who run the U.S. government. She also defended Doug after he acknowledged an extramarital affair that he said contributed to the breakup of their marriage. 
Shyamala Gopalan and Donald Harris: Kamala's and Maya's parents

Gopalan was a renowned breast cancer scientist who came to the United States from India at 19. She earned a Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1964. She and Donald Harris, who was born in Jamaica, met there as graduate students who participated in the civil rights movement. They got married in 1963 and had two daughters, but had divorced by the time Kamala Harris was 7. Gopalan died of cancer in 2009 at age 70. 

Donald Harris, 85, became a prominent economist. He was an economics professor at Stanford University from 1972 to 1998, and currently is a professor emeritus. He also was an economic consultant to the government of Jamaica and several of its prime ministers. 

Republicans have tried to tie Donald Harris' writings on Marxist theories to their own false claims that the vice president is a communist. But his academic work also had a more pragmatic bent about options for achieving growth.





___

Associated Press writer Josh Boak contributed to this report.
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One woman's custody battle highlights the challenges facing same-sex couples in China
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            Zhang Peiyi, a Shanghai resident, tears up during an interview at her home in Shanghai on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Zhang Peiyi, a Shanghai resident, speaks during an interview at her home in Shanghai on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Zhang Peiyi, a Shanghai resident, reacts during an interview at her home in Shanghai on July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- It's been more than four years since Zhang Peiyi last saw her son, one of two children from her former marriage. 
Denied custody of both kids, Zhang finally settled in June for visitations with her daughter. But after seeing her only once, Zhang's ex-wife called the meetings off indefinitely. What Zhang thought was the end of a yearslong legal battle is facing yet another hurdle, as she has to go through court again to ask them to enforce her visitation rights.
"These types of disputes are not well protected in our country," said Gao Mingyue, the lawyer representing Zhang. "This is a reminder that we have to be self-sufficient."
LGBTQ+ families like Zhang's have no law to cite when faced with situations like custody or divorce, as same-sex marriage is not recognized in China, meaning the outcome of each case is uncertain and inconsistent.

    


For straight couples -- regardless of marriage status -- both are recognized as custodians by law. If the two split, the court decides who gets custody based on factors like the parent's financial resources, the child's desire and the home environment -- operating from the principle of making the best decision for the child.




But for same-sex couples who have children via surrogacy or in vitro fertilization, nothing is guaranteed.
Zhang, a Shanghai resident, knows this firsthand. She's been fighting to see her children since 2020, after a difficult separation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The two women went to the United States to be legally married and give birth to their children. Zhang's ex provided the eggs, and Zhang gave birth to a girl and her ex birthed a boy. Back in China, a few years later when the relationship ended, Zhang's ex took both children and cut off all communication.
When Zhang turned to the law, she discovered just how little protections there were for LGBTQ+ couples in China, where there's no legal standard for two mothers or two fathers. The law around families is written exclusively for cases of a mother and a father. 

    


While surrogacy is not illegal, hospitals are forbidden from selling eggs or sperm, so laws don't address issues of parentage where surrogacy is involved. And the courts have so far avoided making any legal precedent; Zhang's court granted custody to the biological mother, while another court in another case denied custody to the biological mother. 
Gao represented both cases. 
Zhang's case, which landed in a Beijing court, granted her ex custody and Zhang visitation of the child she birthed. But because the outcome was reached through a settlement, there is no legal precedent set. Although China is not a precedent-dependent country in the way the U.S. is, legal judgements can still have an impact that lawyers and academics cite. 
In the other case, in the southern coastal city of Xiamen, the court's 2020 ruling said the woman suing, who provided the egg that her partner carried, "had no legal basis" for her argument and that it could not affirm that she was the child's mother. Further, it said, "the defendant and plaintiff are same-sex partners, and this is not regulated by our country's marriage law or any other civil laws."

    


No DNA testing was done for the case, but Gao wanted to prove that his client was the genetic mother. They provided medical evidence and the opposing side admitted it was his client's egg, but the court didn't want to make a ruling, he said. "They just said there's no way to prove you're the genetic mother, but even if you had no way to affirm the parent-child relationship, the law actually allows the court to make this judgement," he said.
"It's quite messy, and different courts at different times and different places have come to different solutions," said Darius Longarino, a senior fellow at the Paul Tsai China Center at Yale Law School.
The case drew criticism from one of China's top legal experts on civil law.
"We can put aside the issue of surrogacy or same-sex couples, when a child is born, that's a human being," Yang Lixin, a professor at Renmin University's law school in Beijing said in an online commentary when the Xiamen case issued a first judgement in 2020. 

    


He said that the court's decision was basically "nonsense," adding that the child's "rights and his position must be protected."
Some LGBTQ+ couples are trying to stave off the legal ambiguities with a legal agreement, similar to how a prenup works, outlining what would happen to their children if they broke up.
"For same-sex partners, when they decide to have kids, we advise them to sign an agreement on the births," said Gao. He said some 30 couples have come to his practice inquiring abut drafting agreements that establish the identity of the parents, their mutual agreement to have children, and the responsibility, financial and otherwise, to raise the kids.
He's drafted eight or nine, but none have had a chance to be tested yet, so it's unclear how the courts will receive them.

    


In July, when Zhang got her first legally guaranteed visit to see her daughter for the first time in more than four years, it was a subdued occasion.
"I felt very calm, in those four hours," she said. "I couldn't cry then. I didn't even have time to have a happy reaction, but I was satisfied that at least in those four hours, I was in the same space as her."
The People's Court in Beijing's Fengtai district granted Zhang the right to see her daughter once a month, four hours per visit, which is common in cases with young children. Zhang traveled up from Shanghai and then drove to Hebei province, two hours outside of Beijing, to a home that her ex-partner owns.
Her ex-partner, the only other person present during the visit, required their daughter to wear a face mask, and the girl spent the time doing homework, Zhang recalled. But there were moments when the little girl would sneak looks at the woman sitting with her in the quiet house. They didn't talk at all, Zhang said, partly because she didn't know what to say.
It was only after Zhang walked out of the house, she said, that she burst into tears.
Now, Zhang doesn't know when she'll see her daughter again. Her ex-partner is denying visitation on the claim that Zhang violated the children's privacy. The woman's lawyer, Tian Yuanyuan, said his client would not give any interviews as the court requested that both sides refrain from talking to media. He also said The Associated Press was violating their privacy by calling. 
"We'll be telling the court about this," he said.
With few options left, Zhang says she will keep fighting by recording all that has happened to her, while taking what precautions she can such as keeping the children's names and ages private.
"The children have the right to know what happened. And so I wanted to give my greatest effort. One day, maybe after they know, they know, 'Our mom really tried her best and gave it her all,'" Zhang said. "I want to take 99 steps forward, and the children, after they see I've taken these 99 steps, they can take one step toward me."
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Mexico to bring charges against capo, not for drugs, but for turning over another drug lord to US
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                    FILE - This undated image provided by the U.S. Department of State shows Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada, a historic leader of Mexico's Sinaloa cartel. (U.S. Department of State via AP)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- The strange saga of how two Mexican drug lords were detained after landing in a plane in the United States in July just got stranger.
The Mexican government now says it is bringing charges against Joaquin Guzman Lopez, but not because he was a leader of the Sinaloa drug cartel founded by his father, Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman.
Instead, Mexican prosecutors are bringing charges against the younger Guzman for apparently kidnapping Ismael "El Mayo" Zambada -- an older drug boss from a rival faction of the cartel -- forcing him onto the plane and flying to an airport near El Paso, Texas.
The younger Guzman apparently intended to turn himself in to U.S. authorities, but may have brought Zambada along as a prize to sweeten any plea deal.
Federal prosecutors issued a statement saying "an arrest warrant has been prepared" against the younger Guzman for kidnapping.

    


But it also cited another charge under an article of Mexico's criminal code that defines what he did as treason. That section of the law says treason is committed "by those who illegally abduct a person in Mexico in order to hand them over to authorities of another country."




That clause was apparently motivated by the abduction of a Mexican doctor wanted for allegedly participating in the 1985 torture and killing of Drug Enforcement Administration agent Kiki Camarena.
Nowhere in the statement does it mention that the younger Guzman was a member of th e "little Chapos" faction of the Sinaloa cartel, made up of Chapo's sons, that smuggles millions of doses of the deadly opioid fentanyl into the United States, causing about 70,000 overdose deaths each year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The federal prosecutors' statement also included an unusually harsh and revealing description about evidence presented by prosecutors in the northern state of Sinaloa that has since proved to be false.
Sinaloa state prosecutors were apparently trying to distance the state's governor, Ruben Rocha, from the killing of a local political rival, Hector Cuen, who was at a meeting that was used as a pretext for luring Zambada to the abduction site. Zambada has said he expected the governor to be at that meeting; Rocha has said he made a trip out of the state that day.

    


To play down reports of the purported meeting, state prosecutors published a video of an apparent shooting during what they claimed was a botched robbery at a local gas station. They said Cuen was killed there, not at the meeting site, where Zambada said Cuen was murdered.
While federal prosecutors stopped short of saying the gas station video was a fake, they earlier noted that the number of gunshots heard on the video didn't match the number of gunshot wounds on Cuen's body.
On Wednesday, the federal prosecutors went further, saying the video "is unacceptable, nor does it have sufficient value as evidence to be taken into account."
Zambada has said that Guzman, who he trusted, had invited him to the meeting to help iron out the fierce political rivalry between Cuen and Rocha. Zambada was known for eluding capture for decades because of his incredibly tight, loyal and sophisticated personal security apparatus.

    


The fact that he would knowingly leave that all behind to meet with Rocha means that Zambada viewed such a meeting as credible and feasible. The same goes for the idea that Zambada, as the leader of the oldest wing of the Sinaloa cartel, could act as an arbiter in the state's political disputes.
The governor has denied he knew of or attended the meeting where Zambada was abducted.
The whole case has been an embarrassment for the Mexican government, which didn't even know about the detentions of the two drug lords on U.S. soil until after the fact.
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador has long viewed any U.S. intervention as an affront, and has refused to confront Mexico's drug cartels. He recently questioned the U.S. policy of detaining drug cartel leaders, asking, "Why don't they change that policy?"
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            Ukrainian soldiers in Eastern Ukraine defended the city of Pokrovsk with heavy artillery on Wednesday as Russian forces advanced toward the critical logistics hub. (AP video shot by Alex Babenko)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare a M777 howitzer to fire towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, Russian Mi-35M helicopter fires towards Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location in the Russian - Ukrainian border area in the Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Planet Labs PBC shows fires near the village of Krasnooktyabrskoe in Russia's Kursk region on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            Ukrainian servicemen ride in a trunk of pickup truck towards their positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare his M777 howitzer before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare their M777 howitzer before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepares 155mm artillery shells before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fire towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fires towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries 155mm artillery shell during firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces drive towards their positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A man passes by a damaged car after a Russian rocket attack in Malokaterynivka, Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)
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            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare a M777 howitzer to fire towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 13

                                    
                                    Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare a M777 howitzer to fire towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 13 | 
            In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, Russian Mi-35M helicopter fires towards Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location in the Russian - Ukrainian border area in the Kursk region, Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Planet Labs PBC shows fires near the village of Krasnooktyabrskoe in Russia's Kursk region on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            Ukrainian servicemen ride in a trunk of pickup truck towards their positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepare his M777 howitzer before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepares 155mm artillery shells before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 13

                                    
                                    Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces prepares 155mm artillery shells before firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 13 | 
            Ukrainian servicemen of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fire towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces fires towards Russian positions by a M777 howitzer at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            Ukrainian serviceman Oleh of 148th separate artillery brigade of the Air Assault Forces carries 155mm artillery shell during firing towards Russian positions at the frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, August 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            A man passes by a damaged car after a Russian rocket attack in Malokaterynivka, Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Moscow came under one of the largest attacks by Ukrainian drones since the start of fighting in 2022, Russian authorities reported Wednesday, saying they destroyed all of those headed toward the country's capital.
The attacks came as Ukrainian forces continue to push into Russia's western Kursk region. In the past week, they have also struck three bridges, several airfields and an oil depot in a sign they are not letting up on their attacks.
Late Wednesday, the governor of Russia's Bryansk, which borders both Kursk and Ukraine, said Russian forces turned back a Ukrainian attempt to enter that region. 
Governor Alexander Bogomaz identified the Ukrainian forces as a "sabotage and reconnaissance group" but did not specify if they were part of Ukraine's military. He said on the Telegram channel that the attempted incursion was in the area of Klimovo, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) west of the section of Kursk held by Ukrainian forces. 

    


"This was one of the biggest attempts of all time to attack Moscow using drones," Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said on Telegram. Strong defenses around the Russian capital made it possible to shoot down all the drones before they could hit their intended targets, he said.




Russia said it downed 45 Ukrainian drones overnight, including 11 over the Moscow region. There was no independent information to verify those figures. Some Russian social media channels shared videos of drones apparently being destroyed by air defense systems, which then set off car alarms. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukrainian drone strikes have brought the fight far from the front line into the heart of Russia, targeting Moscow and Russia's second city St. Petersburg, as well as an airport in western Russia, according to Russian officials. 
Since the beginning of the year, Ukraine has stepped up aerial assaults on Russian soil, targeting refineries and oil terminals to slow down the Kremlin's assault. 

    


A fire at an oil depot targeted by Ukraine burned for the fourth day Wednesday in Rostov, a region in southwestern Russia that borders Ukraine. Priests from the Russian Orthodox Church held prayers for injured firefighters as dark plumes of smoke rose from the depot in Proletarsk, according to a photo shared on social media by the Volgodonsk diocese. 
Ukraine's daring land incursion into Russia has raised morale in Ukraine with its surprising success and changed the dynamic of the fighting. But it is also risky -- Ukrainian forces were already badly stretched, with fighting underway along a stretch of over 970 kilometers (600 miles). The gains in Kursk come as Ukraine continues to lose ground in the eastern industrial region of Donbas.
The Russian state news agency Tass reported that 31 people had died since Ukraine's incursion started Aug. 6, figures that are impossible to verify. It said 143 people were injured, of whom 79 were hospitalized, including four children.
A Ukrainian drone dropped an explosive device on a car in the Bolshesoldatsky area of Kursk, slightly northeast of the town of Sudzha, the acting governor Alexei Smirnov said. One woman was killed and two others were hospitalized, he said.

    


Russia's Central Electoral Commission announced that local elections in six districts and one city of the Kursk region scheduled for Sept. 8 will be postponed and rescheduled when voters' safety can be guaranteed.
Maria Zakharova, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, said Ukraine's attack on Kursk has ended "any possibility" of peace negotiations.
"Who will negotiate with them after this, after the atrocities, the terror that they are committing against peaceful residents, the civilian population, civilian infrastructure and peaceful facilities," she told reporters Wednesday in Moscow.
Ukraine said it was respecting the Geneva Conventions, the international humanitarian rules of war. Ukraine's Interior Minister Ihor Klymenko said the Ukrainian military established an office in the Kursk region to provide humanitarian and medical aid to the local population. More than 90% of Russian civilians who stayed in Kursk territory currently controlled by Ukraine are age 60 and older, he said.

    


"We have no right to leave them there to die," Klymenko said, according to the Ukrinform national news agency.
Ukraine's attacks on three bridges over the Seym River in Kursk could potentially trap Russian forces between the river, the Ukrainian advance and Ukraine's border. Already they appear to be slowing Russia's response to the Kursk incursion. 
Ukrainian forces seem to be striking Russian pontoon bridges and pontoon engineering equipment over the Seym in an area west of the Ukrainian advance point, the Washington-based Institute for the Study of War said Tuesday.
Satellite photos from Planet Labs PBC analyzed Wednesday by The Associated Press show a significant fire on the Seym, near the village of Krasnooktyabrskoe.

    


The blaze appeared on the northern bank of the river on Tuesday, with another fire seemingly in the village itself. Such fires are common after strikes and often signify where ongoing front-line combat is taking place.
The Russian Defense Ministry said its forces had thwarted attack attempts by Ukrainian assault groups in the Kursk region, according to a report from Tass. Ukraine's armed forces saw more than 45 soldiers killed or wounded over the past 24 hours, and two were captured while attempting to attack the Kursk region, Tass said. There was no independent confirmation of those numbers and no comment from the Ukrainian side.
___
In other developments:
-- A Russian prosecutor's office has filed a request at the military court in Rostov-on-Don asking for sentences of 16 to 24 years in prison for 23 Ukrainian prisoners of war. They're accused of terrorism and actions aimed at violent seizure of power. All served in the Ukrainian Azov battalion, including nine women who mostly served as cooks.
-- An AP analysis of drone strike data by Ukraine's armed forces shows that missiles and drones have consistently been launched from Russia's Kursk region. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said the aim of the Kursk operation was to create a "buffer zone" to better protect Ukraine from Russian attacks.
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.
___
Follow developments at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            Rigoberto Roman Miranda Orozco, the ringleader of various Guatemalans accused of having smuggled 53 migrants from Mexico and Central America who died of asphyxiation in 2022 in Texas, sits in a cell at a courtroom in Guatemala City, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            FILE - Mourners visit a make-shift memorial to honor the victims and survivors of a human smuggling tragedy in which dozens of migrants were found dead or dying in a tractor-trailer a week prior, July 6, 2022, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            Rigoberto Roman Miranda Orozco, the ringleader of Guatemalans accused of having smuggled 53 migrants from Mexico and Central America who died of asphyxiation in 2022 in Texas, sits in a cell at a courtroom in Guatemala City, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            FILE - Mourners visit a make-shift memorial to honor the victims and survivors of a human smuggling tragedy in which dozens of migrants were found dead or dying in a tractor-trailer a week prior, July 6, 2022, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        GUATEMALA CITY (AP) -- Guatemalan police on Wednesday arrested seven Guatemalans accused of having smuggled 53 migrants from Mexico and Central America who died of asphyxiation in 2022 in Texas after being abandoned in a tractor trailer in the scorching summer heat.
They were the latest arrests after years of investigation into the deadliest tragedy of migrants smuggled across the border from Mexico. The dead included eight children.
Interior Minister Francisco Jimenez told The Associated Press the arrests were made possible after 13 raids in three of the country's departments. They included Rigoberto Roman Miranda Orozco, the alleged ringleader of the smuggling gang whose extradition has been requested by the United States.
Police also seized vehicles and cash and rescued other migrants during the operations, they said in a statement.

    


"This is a collaborative effort between the Guatemalan police and Homeland Security, in addition to other national agencies, to dismantle the structures of human trafficking, one of the strategic objectives of the government President Bernardo Arevalo in order to take on the phenomenon of irregular migration," Jimenez said.




Six people were charged previously.
Homero Zamorano Jr., who authorities say drove the truck, and Christian Martinez were arrested shortly after the migrants were found. Both are from Texas. Martinez later pleaded guilty to smuggling-related charges. Zamorano pleaded not guilty to smuggling-related charges and is awaiting trial. Four Mexican nationals were also arrested in 2023.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authorities have said the men were aware that the trailer's air-conditioning unit was malfunctioning and would not blow cool air to the migrants trapped inside during the sweltering, three-hour ride from the border city of Laredo to San Antonio.
When the trailer was opened in San Antonio, 48 migrants were already dead. Another 16 were taken to hospitals, where five more died. The dead included 27 people from Mexico, 14 from Honduras, seven from Guatemala and two from El Salvador.

    


Authorities have alleged that the men worked with human smuggling operations in Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico, and shared routes, guides, stash houses, trucks and trailers, some of which were stored at a private parking lot in San Antonio.
Migrants paid the organization up to $15,000 each to be taken across the U.S. border. The fee would cover up to three attempts to get into the country.
Orozco, the alleged ringleader, was arrested in the Guatemalan department of San Marcos, on the border with Mexico. The other arrests occurred in the departments of Huehuetenango and Jalapa. The police identified the gang as "Los Orozcos" because several of those arrested are family members and carry that surname.
"Said organization illegally housed and transferred hundreds of migrants of different nationalities to the United States, collecting millions of quetzales (the national currency) through several years of operation," said the Guatemalan government.
___
Associated Press writer Jim Vertuno contributed to this report from Austin, Texas.
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            On Wednesday, Robert F. Kennedy testified in a New York courtroom to appeal a ballot suit. Last week, A New York judge ruled that Kennedy should not appear on the state ballot because he listed a "sham" address on nominating petitions.
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            Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., waves to the media outside the Nassau County Supreme Court in Mineola, N.Y. on Wednesday, Aug., 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Independent Presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. gives witness testimony at the Nassau County Supreme Court in Mineola, N.Y. on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Stefan Jeremiah/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Close allies to Donald Trump are quietly urging independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to endorse the Republican nominee if he withdraws from the campaign for the White House as soon as this week.
Trump's son, Donald Trump Jr., along with former Fox News host Tucker Carlson and GOP donor Omeed Malik are among those who have been working behind the scenes to lobby Kennedy to drop out of the race and back Trump, according to a person familiar with the efforts. The person requested anonymity to discuss private conversations. 
Kennedy will speak Friday "about the present historical moment and his path forward," his campaign announced Wednesday, fueling growing speculation that he could drop out and support Trump. Kennedy's running mate openly discussed the possibility on a podcast this week, saying the campaign was considering a move to "join forces" with Trump to limit the election chance of Kamala Harris, whose Democratic convention winds up Thursday night in Chicago.

    


The move would have once seemed unthinkable for Kennedy, a Democrat for most of his life and -- as the nephew of President John F. Kennedy and the son of Robert F. Kennedy -- a member of a beloved Democratic dynasty. 




Last month, during the Republican National Convention, Kennedy's son posted and then quickly deleted a video showing a phone call between Kennedy and Trump, in which the former president appeared to try to talk Kennedy into siding with him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kennedy will give a speech in Phoenix, hours before Trump is scheduled to hold a rally in neighboring Glendale. A spokesperson for Kennedy, Stefanie Spear, declined to say whether he planned to drop out or why he chose Arizona for his speech.
Trump and Kennedy have been in regular contact in recent weeks, including a meeting in Milwaukee as Republicans gathered for their national convention last month.

    


He told CNN Tuesday that he would "love" an endorsement from the independent candidate, whom he called a "brilliant guy."
He also said he would "certainly" be open to Kennedy playing a role in his administration if Kennedy drops out and endorses him instead.
"He's a very smart guy. I've known him for a very long time," Trump told the network. "I didn't know he was thinking about getting out, but if he is thinking about getting out, certainly I'd be open to it."
Trump, who had previously railed against Kennedy as "the most radical left candidate in the race," was also asked by CNN If he would consider appointing Kennedy to a role in his administration if he wins in November,
"I like him a lot. I respect him a lot," Trump said. "I probably would, if something like that would happen. He's a very different kind of a guy -- a very smart guy. And, yeah, I would be honored by that endorsement, certainly."
After leaving the Democratic primary to run as an independent, Kennedy built an unusually strong base of support for someone running without the backing of a major party. It was unclear exactly where his support was coming from, which worried Republicans and Democrats alike.

    


But since President Joe Biden ended his reelection campaign and Democrats coalesced around Vice President Harris as their nominee, Kennedy's rise has been stunted. It looks increasingly unlikely that he will be able to make the debate stage when Trump and Harris face off next month, a moment Kennedy counted on for momentum and legitimacy. His campaign finances have also been strained. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The news comes a little over a week since a New York judge ruled that Kennedy should not appear on the ballot in the state because he listed a "sham" address on nominating petitions. Kennedy has appealed, but has faced several similar challenges around the country.
On Wednesday, he was in a courtroom in a suburb of New York City, testifying in a trial for another ballot lawsuit in the state, this one backed by the Democratic National Committee, that challenges the signatures collected by his campaign.
During a break in the court proceedings, Kennedy declined to answer questions from reporters about whether he was dropping out.

    


He's also facing a likely legal challenge in Arizona, where last week he submitted signatures that may have been collected by a super PAC that supports him, which Kennedy's critics say is illegal coordination between a candidate and an independent political group. 
___
Swenson reported from New York. Associated Press writers Cedar Attanasio in Mineola, New York, and Jill Colvin in New York City contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - The Integration border bridge connects Assis, Brazil, left, and Inapari, Peru, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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                                        SAO PAULO (AP) -- Brazil will begin imposing restrictions on the entry of some foreigners from Asia who use the country as a launching point to migrate to the United States and Canada, the justice ministry's press office said Wednesday.
The move, which starts on Monday, will affect migrants from Asian countries who require visas to remain in Brazil. It does not apply to people from Asian countries currently exempt from visas to Brazil. US citizens and many European nationals also do not require visas for Brazil.
A Federal Police investigation has shown these migrants often buy flights with layovers in Sao Paulo's international airport, en route to other destinations, but stay in Brazil as a place from where they then begin their journey north, according to official documents provided to The Associated Press.
More than 70% of requests for refuge at the airport come from people with either Indian, Nepalese or Vietnamese nationalities, one of the documents says. The African nations of Somalia, Cameroon, Ghana and Ethiopia are among the remaining 30% of refuge seekers.

    


Starting next week, travelers without visas will either have to continue their journey by plane or return to their country of origin, the ministry said.




A report signed by federal police investigator Marinho da Silva Rezende Junior informs the justice ministry that since the beginning of last year there has been "great turmoil" due to the influx of migrants at the airport in Guarulhos, a city located in the Sao Paulo metropolitan area.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Evidence suggests that those migrants, for the most part, are making use of the known -- and extremely dangerous -- route that goes from Sao Paulo to the western state of Acre, so they can access Peru and go toward Central America and then, finally, reach the U.S. from its southern border," one of the documents says.
An AP investigation in July found migrants passing through the Amazon, including some from Vietnam and India. Many returned to Acre state, on the border with Peru, as U.S. border policies triggered a wait-and-see attitude among them.

    


Brazil's justice ministry said that the new guidelines will not apply to the almost 500 migrants currently staying camping out at a Sao Paulo's international airport.
Remullo Diniz, the coordinator of Gefron, Acre state's police group for border operations, told the AP the government's move comes after local authorities spoke to U.S. diplomats about the situation with many Asian and undocumented migrants in the region. 
"We have seen growth both in the number of migrants coming here and in the number of nations they come from," Diniz told the AP over the phone. "Bangladesh, Indonesia also send a lot of people here. They come either with no documents or with fake documents from other nations."
"That is a concern for us, they could be running from police," he added. "And there are also the 'coyote' networks, taking unaccompanied children, trafficking drugs."
Earlier on Wednesday, Brazil's federal prosecutors' office said in a statement that Sao Paulo's international airport "is once again counting a high number of foreigners who arrive on flights of the airline LATAM and do not exit quickly due to the overload on the Brazilian migration system." 

    


The prosecutors' office added that it will put pressure on airlines to give migrants some basic supplies as they wait for their concession of refuge. The term refers to an application for refugee status, regardless of the reason.
LATAM did not immediately respond an AP request for comment.
"It is important that we quickly decide on these refuge requests so that the growing arrival of foreigners does not impact the operation of the airport itself," federal prosecutor Guilherme Rocha Gopfert said after a meeting at Sao Paulo's international airport Wednesday.
One of the documents says Brazil's federal police received 9,082 requests for refuge this year through July 15. That is more than the double the amount for the entire 2023, and the most in over a decade, according to the figures. 

    


However, federal police said that just a few hundred of those sought to get documents to remain in Brazil.
The same document says federal police are convinced there is "a consolidated route of irregular migration in Brazil, with a strong presence of people who are involved in migrant smuggling and human trafficking, with an evident fraudulent use of the application for refugee status."
Brazil has historically welcomed refugees, particularly Afghans in recent years, regardless of ideological leanings of the Latin American country's leaders. 
But reports of migrants seeking refugee status as a means to use Brazil as a waystation has caused frustration in the government, particularly at a time when the system is burdened by many people from Haiti, Syria, Afghanistan and Ukraine seeking humanitarian visas.

    


Brazil granted 11,248 humanitarian visas to Afghans alone between between Sept. 2021 and April 2024, government figures show. 
Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva decided in January 2023, in the early days of his administration, to bring his country back to the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, an intergovernmental agreement. 
His administration has kept humanitarian visas, but guidelines for the concession of those has become more restrictive under his administration. 
___
Associated Press writer Gabriela Sa Pessoa in Sao Paulo contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            At least 55 protesters were arrested following violent clashes with police in downtown Chicago on the second night of the Democratic National Convention.
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            Police detain a protester during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Demonstrators clash with counter protesters over the flag at a rally in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A person with a media ID is taken into custody by police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester arrives for a demonstration at Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A protester waves a flag during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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        Crowds of pro-Palestinian protesters rally and march outside Democratic convention's 3rd night
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                                    At least 55 protesters were arrested following violent clashes with police in downtown Chicago on the second night of the Democratic National Convention.
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            Police detain a protester during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 17

                                    
                                    Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 17 | 
            Demonstrators clash with counter protesters over the flag at a rally in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 17

                                    
                                    Demonstrators clash with counter protesters over the flag at a rally in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 17 | 
            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A demonstrators is taken into custody by police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Demonstrators clash with counter protesters over the flag at a rally in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A person with a media ID is taken into custody by police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena hosting the third night of the Democratic National Convention.
The demonstration, which stayed largely peaceful, came a day after violent clashes between police and protesters led to 56 arrests at a much smaller unsanctioned protest outside the Israeli Consulate. 
Organizers of Wednesday's demonstration drew on the Chicago area's Palestinian community, one of the largest in the country, by bringing buses from suburban mosques. 
Raed Shuk, 48, came with his children from the suburbs, including his 2-year-old son, who sat on Shuk's shoulders ahead of the march. Shuk, whose parents are Palestinian, said they have come to so many rallies that his son knows the chants by heart.
"Everybody's humanity needs to be equally addressed here and there," he said of Gaza. "I want to help my children learn from this experience that you always like to stand up for your rights and always peacefully protest."

    


The march, one of the largest anticipated demonstrations of the week, took on a festive tone at times as a drum line led marchers and a sea of Palestinian flags waved above the crowds. Some kids ate popsicles as they walked, and others were pushed in strollers or rode in wagons.




The crowd stopped outside a park that is roughly a block from the United Center and used megaphones and air horns to call out elected leaders, including Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, for being "complicit" in the war in Gaza. The two-term Democrat, who was under consideration as Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate, criticized a ceasefire resolution Chicago approved in January.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As marchers passed under a new elevated train station near the United Center that was completed just before the DNC, officers were seen bringing a person to the ground on the platform above. In response, hundreds of protesters pushed against the edge of the station, banging on the glass with their hands and flag poles as they called on police to free the person. The person left through the station's emergency exit moments later, accompanied by officers but not in handcuffs, prompting cheers from the crowd.

    


The crowds of pro-Palestinian protesters included many families and people of different faiths. Small groups of Muslims gathered in prayer at a park just ahead of the march's kickoff, using keffiyeh as prayer rugs. Rabbis were among the leaders of the march, and a small group marched through in the crowd holding a sign that said "Christians for Ceasefire."
Rabbi Brant Rosen, a founder of the Jewish Voice for Peace Rabbinical Council, condemned Democrats for not speaking out about the war in Gaza at the convention
"The word Palestine is not allowed inside the Democratic National Convention. The word ceasefire has barely been uttered," he said. "This is a Hollywood-style coronation of a candidate. They assume they are entitled to our votes, but they are not entitled to our votes."

    


Earlier in the day, police escorted pro-Israel demonstrators out of a park near the United Center as the area was blocked off ahead of the march of activists heading there.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The rally near the United Center was organized by the U.S. Palestinian Community Network, a Palestinian and Arab community-based organization. It was in stark contrast to the protest Tuesday night outside the Israeli Consulate, where protesters not affiliated with a coalition of more than 200 groups that has the city's permission for demonstrations ended up in an intense standoff with Chicago police.
Chicago Police Superintendent Larry Snelling said those arrested Tuesday night outside the Israeli Consulate, about 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the United Center, "showed up with the intention of committing acts of violence, vandalism." Snelling called police response "proportionate."
Thirty of the people detained by police were issued citations for disorderly conduct, according to Chicago police. One person was arrested on a felony charge of resisting police, while nine were charged with misdemeanors including disorderly conduct, resisting officers, battery, assault and criminal damage to property, police said.

    


Snelling said that two people were taken to the hospital with minor injuries, one for knee pain and one with a finger injury. Two officers were injured but they refused medical attention because they did not want to leave fellow officers, Snelling said. He said three journalists were among those arrested, but he did not have details on charges.
Hatem Abudayyeh, co-founder of the U.S. Palestinian Community Network, put the onus on police to keep the peace when asked about the clashes between pro-Palestinian protesters and police. The police "only have one responsibility here," he said. "They have the responsibility of not infringing on our First Amendment rights."

    


The Israeli Consulate has been the site of numerous demonstrations since the war in Gaza began in October, and protests during the DNC have largely focused on opposing the Israel-Hamas war.. 
The largest protest so far, which attracted about 3,500 people on Monday, was largely peaceful and resulted in 13 arrests, most related to a breach of security fencing. Two were arrested Sunday night during another mostly peaceful march.

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


Also on Wednesday, a man who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges was taken into custody following a standoff with police at a restaurant about half a mile from the United Center. There was no indication that he had any connection to the convention.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/democratic-convention-chicago-protests-israel-hamas-war-ea3bc9193cc99a5c95ebfd1a42db924f
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Fannie Lou Hamer rattled the Democratic convention with her 'Is this America?' speech 60 years ago

    Fannie Lou Hamer rattled the Democratic convention with her 'Is this America?' speech 60 years ago
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            The first Mississippi Freedom Trail marker outside the state was unveiled Tuesday in Atlantic City, commemorating Fannie Lou Hamer and the Freedom Democrats who challenged an all-white Mississippi delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention. (AP Video by Stephen Smith and Ted Shaffrey)
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            FILE - Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, testifies before the credentials committee of the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, N.J., on Aug. 22, 1964, as her racially integrated group challenged the seating of the all-white Mississippi delegation. (AP Photo, File)
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            Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., shows artwork, completed by Elementary School students, from his office on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Bolton, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            A newly unveiled Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in front of Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, commemorates Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, whose speech at the 1964 Democratic National Convention mesmerized the nation. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            Leslie-Burl McLemore, a retired Jackson State University political science professor and longtime civil rights activist, speaks July 10, 2024, at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and Museum of Mississippi History in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            6 of 18 | 
            Euvester Simpson speaks with U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            An attendee takes a cell phone photo, June 8, 2024, following the unveiling in Winona, Miss., of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by Fannie Lou Hamer and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            Euvester Simpson speaks June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona, as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            David J. Dennis Sr., a longtime activist in the Civil Rights Movement, speaks June 14, 2024, in Philadelphia, Miss., after the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the June 1964 murders of civil rights workers Michael Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew Goodman. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            FILE - A statue of the late civil rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer is displayed in a memorial garden in her hometown of Ruleville, Miss., on Oct. 5, 2017. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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            A collection of photographs from the 1964 Democratic National Convention on display inside the "I Question America" exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            Numerous civil rights activists in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum's central gallery, including Fannie Lou Hamer, highlight the "This Little Light of Mine" exhibit on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            A life-size standee of Fannie Lou Hamer points to the "I Question America" is shown in an exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            Information about the 1963 beating of civil rights activists at a jail in Winona, Miss., is shown in an exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            15 of 18 | 
            U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., wears a commemorative pin with the face of a young Civil Rights activist Euvester Simpson, June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee stands outside Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, where he protested as a teenager when the Democratic National Convention was held at the hall in 1964. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            17 of 18 | 
            Elected officials and civil rights advocates unveil a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. From left: Tiyi Morris, daughter of civil rights advocate Euvestor Simpson; John Spann, Mississippi Humanities Council; Freedom Democrat Dave Dennis Sr.; Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves; Ralph Hunter of the The African American Heritage Museum of Southern New Jersey; Tahesha Way, New Jersey Lieutenant Governor; Marty Small, Mayor of Atlantic City and Kaleem Shabazz, Atlantic City councilman. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            18 of 18 | 
            Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee points to a photo of himself as a teenager on the newly unveiled Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, August 20, 2024. DeBerry was part of a racially-integrated group protesting the seating of an all-white Mississippi delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention at the location. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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        Fannie Lou Hamer rattled the Democratic convention with her 'Is this America?' speech 60 years ago
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                                    The first Mississippi Freedom Trail marker outside the state was unveiled Tuesday in Atlantic City, commemorating Fannie Lou Hamer and the Freedom Democrats who challenged an all-white Mississippi delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention. (AP Video by Stephen Smith and Ted Shaffrey)
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            FILE - Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, testifies before the credentials committee of the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, N.J., on Aug. 22, 1964, as her racially integrated group challenged the seating of the all-white Mississippi delegation. (AP Photo, File)
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                                    FILE - Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, testifies before the credentials committee of the Democratic National Convention in Atlantic City, N.J., on Aug. 22, 1964, as her racially integrated group challenged the seating of the all-white Mississippi delegation. (AP Photo, File)
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            Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., shows artwork, completed by Elementary School students, from his office on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Bolton, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            A newly unveiled Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in front of Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, commemorates Fannie Lou Hamer, a leader of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, whose speech at the 1964 Democratic National Convention mesmerized the nation. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            Leslie-Burl McLemore, a retired Jackson State University political science professor and longtime civil rights activist, speaks July 10, 2024, at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum and Museum of Mississippi History in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            Euvester Simpson speaks with U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            An attendee takes a cell phone photo, June 8, 2024, following the unveiling in Winona, Miss., of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by Fannie Lou Hamer and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            Euvester Simpson speaks June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona, as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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                                    Euvester Simpson speaks June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona, as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            David J. Dennis Sr., a longtime activist in the Civil Rights Movement, speaks June 14, 2024, in Philadelphia, Miss., after the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the June 1964 murders of civil rights workers Michael Schwerner, James Chaney and Andrew Goodman. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            FILE - A statue of the late civil rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer is displayed in a memorial garden in her hometown of Ruleville, Miss., on Oct. 5, 2017. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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            A collection of photographs from the 1964 Democratic National Convention on display inside the "I Question America" exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            Numerous civil rights activists in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum's central gallery, including Fannie Lou Hamer, highlight the "This Little Light of Mine" exhibit on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            A life-size standee of Fannie Lou Hamer points to the "I Question America" is shown in an exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            Information about the 1963 beating of civil rights activists at a jail in Winona, Miss., is shown in an exhibit in the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, in Jackson, Miss. (AP Photo/Stephen Smith)
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            15 of 18 | 
            U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., wears a commemorative pin with the face of a young Civil Rights activist Euvester Simpson, June 8, 2024, in Winona, Miss., during the unveiling of a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker commemorating the brutality faced by her and other civil rights activists who were arrested in June 1963, at a bus station in Winona as they returned from an out-of-state citizenship training session. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee stands outside Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, where he protested as a teenager when the Democratic National Convention was held at the hall in 1964. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            Elected officials and civil rights advocates unveil a Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. From left: Tiyi Morris, daughter of civil rights advocate Euvestor Simpson; John Spann, Mississippi Humanities Council; Freedom Democrat Dave Dennis Sr.; Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves; Ralph Hunter of the The African American Heritage Museum of Southern New Jersey; Tahesha Way, New Jersey Lieutenant Governor; Marty Small, Mayor of Atlantic City and Kaleem Shabazz, Atlantic City councilman. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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            Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee points to a photo of himself as a teenager on the newly unveiled Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, August 20, 2024. DeBerry was part of a racially-integrated group protesting the seating of an all-white Mississippi delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention at the location. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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                                    Roy DeBerry of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee points to a photo of himself as a teenager on the newly unveiled Mississippi Freedom Trail marker on the boardwalk in Atlantic City, N.J., Tuesday, August 20, 2024. DeBerry was part of a racially-integrated group protesting the seating of an all-white Mississippi delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention at the location. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris is accepting the Democrats' presidential nomination Thursday, exactly 60 years after another Black woman mesmerized the nation with a televised speech that challenged the seating of Mississippi's all-white delegation to the 1964 Democratic National Convention.

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


The testimony of Fannie Lou Hamer to the credentials committee in Atlantic City, New Jersey, was vivid and blunt. 
She described how she was fired from her plantation job in retaliation for trying to register to vote and brutalized in jail for encouraging other Black people to assert their rights. She told of arbitrary tests that white authorities imposed to prevent Black people from voting and other unconstitutional methods that kept white elites in power across the segregated South. 
"All of this is on account of we want to register, to become first-class citizens," Hamer told the committee. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        Fannie Lou Hamer rattled the Democratic convention with her 'Is this America?' speech 60 years ago
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ben Thomas reports Vice President Kamala Harris is accepting the Democrats' presidential nomination Thursday, exactly 60 years after another Black woman made an indelible mark on the Democratic National Convention.

    


    


Whether every eligible citizen can vote and have their vote be counted is still an open question in this election, said U.S. Rep. Bennie Thompson, who spoke Wednesday at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, about how his late father never got to vote because of Jim Crow restrictions. Thompson got his first practical experience in democracy at Hamer's urging in 1966, when he was a college student in Mississippi and she recruited him to register other Black voters.




Hamer has been the subject of appreciation this week during the convention.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our challenge as Americans is to make sure that this experiment called democracy is not just for the the landed gentry or the wealthy, but it is for everybody," said Thompson, who led the House committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
'Is this America?'
Hamer was raised in cotton fields of the Mississippi Delta and became a sharecropper. She joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and helped organize Freedom Summer, a campaign to educate and register Black voters. With Mississippi conducting whites-only primaries, activists formed the racially integrated Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party to confront leading Democrats on a national stage.

    


"If the Freedom Democratic Party is not seated now, I question America," Hamer told the credentials committee. "Is this America, the land of the free and the home of the brave, where we have to asleep with our telephones off of the hooks because our lives be threatened daily, because we want to live as decent human beings, in America?"
President Lyndon B. Johnson hastily called a news conference during Hamer's testimony to try to divert attention from divisions that could alienate white voters in the South. TV cameras cut away, but networks showed her speech later.
Top Democrats said Hamer's group could seat two delegates, but that was too little for the Freedom Democrats. And it was too much for the regular Mississippi delegation, which fled the convention without declaring loyalty to LBJ, and eventually left for good as conservative Democrats across the South, including segregationists, switched to the Republican party.

    


Leslie-Burl McLemore was one of the Freedom delegates and recalls how determined they were.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"I knew in my mind, because I'm 23 years old and I'm vice chair of the Freedom Democratic Party, I'm not going to accept that damn compromise," the retired political science professor at Jackson State University said recently at the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum in Jackson.
"We had four white folk in our delegation and the white folks didn't have no Black folk in their delegation," McLemore said. "So, hey, we had God on our side."
Risking beatings and death
Other organizers included Ella Baker, Bob Moses, and David J. Dennis Sr. Only days before the 1964 convention, Dennis gave an impassioned eulogy at the funeral of James Chaney, the Freedom Summer volunteer who was killed along with Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman by Ku Klux Klansmen in Philadelphia, Mississippi.
That violence was fresh when Hamer testified about being evicted after trying to register to vote in 1962. She said the plantation owner told her, "'We're not ready for that in Mississippi.'"

    


Hamer also recounted being jailed and beaten in 1963 in Winona, Mississippi, at the command of white law enforcement officers, after she and several other Black people returned from a voter education workshop. The beating permanently damaged her eyes, legs and kidneys.
On Tuesday, the first Mississippi Freedom Trail marker outside the state was unveiled in Atlantic City to commemorate the Freedom Democrats. Another marker, dedicated in June in Winona, recognizes the jail beatings. Euvester Simpson was 17 in 1963, and shared a cell with Hamer. She said she heard Hamer being whipped in another room.
"Mrs. Hamer told me she was in a lot of pain," Simpson said, recalling how she soothed Hamer with damp rags and the gospel song, "Walk With Me."

    


"Her back was hurting. Her hands were bleeding. She was swollen, because she had used her hands to kind of guard her back," Simpson said.
"State-sanctioned violence" is among the many issues from Hamer's 1964 testimony that still resonate, said Keisha N. Blain, a Brown University historian. She cited the July 6 shooting death of Sonya Massey, a Black woman, by a deputy who responded to her 911 call.
"This theme is still lingering, even if the specific circumstances are different," Blain said.
Advocating for bodily autonomy
While Hamer didn't make it part of her testimony at the convention, she also was an advocate for bodily autonomy. A white doctor had performed a hysterectomy without her consent when she had a uterine tumor removed in 1961. Such treatment of Black women was so common in the South that Hamer called it a "Mississippi appendectomy."
Blain noted in her 2021 book, "Until I Am Free: Fannie Lou Hamer's Enduring Message to America," that Hamer feared both abortion and birth control were "white supremacist tools to regulate the lives of impoverished Black people and even prevent the growth of the Black population."
Hamer kept speaking after the convention, famously saying she was "sick and tired of being sick and tired" over how long America was taking to ensure fair treatment. Another year went by before Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and then nearly another year before the Supreme Court upheld the law. 
A 2013 Supreme Court ruling dismantled a significant part of the Voting Rights Act -- the requirement for states with a history of racial discrimination in voting, mainly in the South, to get federal approval before changing the way they hold elections. "Many communities across the nation are grappling with attempts at voter suppression," Blain said.
Hamer also advocated for fair treatment of Black farmers. The Biden administration in late July announced more than $2 billion in direct payments to Black and minority farmers who faced discrimination from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
GOP vice presidential nominee JD Vance called this "disgraceful," suggesting it is racist against white people. But Thompson said Black landowners had been refused credit and denied support from the USDA for many years. "The people who ran the federal agencies were part and parcel to the system of disenfranchisement," Thompson said.
Still an inspiration
Wil Colom, a Mississippi lawyer who now serves on the Democratic National Committee and is in Chicago for the convention, was a teenager when he heard Hamer speak at a church in Ripley, Mississippi, in October 1964. The church was burned after her appearance. Colom said the speech was "electrifying" and motivated him to challenge segregation at theaters and swimming pools.
Colom said he visited Hamer at her modest home in Ruleville before she died of cancer at 59 in 1977.
"She had no perception, which surprised me, of what an important figure she had become," Colom said.
The Freedom Democrats helped lead the way to President Barack Obama's election in 2008 and now to Harris' nomination, Dennis said.
"To me, it's all connected," Dennis said. "It's like a relay race. One baton moving to the next."
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Babysitter pleads guilty to manslaughter for death of man she injured when he was a baby in 1984
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            Terry McKirchy, who pleaded guilty to manslaughter for the 2019 death of a man she was accused of disabling as an infant 40 years ago, listens during a hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Joe and Rae Dowling comfort each other during a hearing for Terry McKirchy, the babysitter charged with murder for the death of their son Benjamin Dowling after she allegedly permanently injured him by shaking him as a 5-month-old in the 1980s, at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Judge George Odom presides over Terry McKirchy's hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun Sentinel)./South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Terry McKirchy, who pleaded guilty to manslaughter for the 2019 death of a man she was accused of disabling as an infant 40 years ago, listens during a hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Joe Dowling, father of Benjamin Dowling, who died at 35 after a life of severe disabilities caused by a brain hemorrhage he suffered at the hands of his babysitter, Terry McKirchy, attends a hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Terry McKirchy, who pleaded guilty to manslaughter for the 2019 death of a man she was accused of disabling as an infant 40 years ago, walks in the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Joe and Rae Dowling comfort each other during a hearing for Terry McKirchy, the babysitter charged with murder for the death of their son Benjamin Dowling after she allegedly permanently injured him by shaking him as a 5-month-old in the 1980s, at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Judge George Odom presides over Terry McKirchy's hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun Sentinel)./South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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            Terry McKirchy, who pleaded guilty to manslaughter for the 2019 death of a man she was accused of disabling as an infant 40 years ago, listens during a hearing at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Carline Jean/South Florida Sun-Sentinel via AP, Pool)
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- A former babysitter pleaded guilty to manslaughter Wednesday for the 2019 death of a man she was accused of disabling as an infant 40 years ago and was sentenced to three years in prison, finally admitting that she hit him numerous times.
Terry McKirchy, 62, accepted a plea deal for the death of Benjamin Dowling, who died at 35 after a life of severe disabilities caused by a brain hemorrhage he suffered in 1984 when he was 5 months old while at McKirchy's suburban Fort Lauderdale home. 
Investigators have long believed she caused the injury by shaking him, but she had always denied hurting him even after pleading guilty in 1985 to injuring him.
Rae and Joe Dowling said after the hearing that they are glad McKirchy admitted to hurting their son, but nothing will bring him back or get him the life he would have had if she hadn't. He never walked, talked or ate on his own and spent his life in a wheelchair.

    


"She will have to live with this," Rae Dowling said.
"We just have to be strong and move forward," Joe Dowling said.
In a letter of apology read to Dowling's parents by her attorney, assistant public defender David Fry, McKirchy said she was feeling overwhelmed and exhausted by taking care of numerous children and struck him, causing his injuries. But she provided no details. 




Before the plea deal, she had been charged with first-degree murder and faced a possible life sentence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was in a state of impulse and anger that I struck Benjamin while he and other children were crying," she wrote. "Your life and Benjamin's life were truly harmed by me and I am truly sorry."
Shackled and dressed in an orange jail jumpsuit, McKirchy never showed any emotion during the 90-minute hearing while her letter was read, as Dowling's mother and sister talked about his life or during a photo montage showing him through the years with his family.

    


"Benjamin taught us all many valuable lessons, and everyone who knew Benjamin was better because they did know him," Rae Dowling told Circuit Judge George Odom Jr. during the hearing. 
Pam Chestnutt, her former best friend and Benjamin's cousin, told the court she knew McKirchy had a bad temper but would not have not believed her capable of hurting an infant like that, though eventually came to the realization she could. She said what especially hurt is that in the days after Benjamin was injured, McKirchy repeatedly told her she had not hurt him.
"You sat with me face to face and you denied doing anything to that baby. You told me Benjamin fell off the couch," she told McKirchy. "You lied straight to my face."
A Broward County grand jury indicted McKirchy, who now lives in Sugar Land, Texas, with first-degree murder in 2021 after an autopsy concluded Dowling died from his decades-old injuries. She had voluntarily entered the Broward County Jail in May to begin her sentence after the deal was close to being finalized. Prosecutor Pascale Achille said the case took three years because McKirchy's attorneys had to do their own investigation and then a plea had to be negotiated. 

    


This isn't the first time McKirchy has taken a deal in connection with Dowling's injuries, receiving an exceptionally light sentence after pleading no contest to attempted murder in 1985. Then six months pregnant with her third child and facing 12 to 17 years in prison, she was sentenced to weekends in jail until giving birth. She was then freed and put on probation for three years. 
At the time, she insisted she was innocent, telling reporters that her "conscience is clear." She said then that she took the deal because wanted to put the case behind her and be with her children. 
Prosecutors called the sentence "therapeutic" but didn't explain at the time. Ryal Gaudiosi, then McKirchy's public defender, said the sentence was "fair under the circumstances." He died in 2009.
Achille said she can't explain why McKirchy was given such a light sentence 40 years ago except to say "it was a different time."
Rae and Joe Dowling had been married four years when Benjamin was born Jan. 13, 1984. Both Dowlings worked, so they hired McKirchy, then 22, to babysit him at her home.

    


Rae Dowling told investigators that when she picked up Benjamin from McKirchy on July 3, 1984, his body was limp and his fists were clenched. She rushed him to the hospital, where doctors concluded he had suffered a brain hemorrhage from severe shaking. McKirchy was arrested within days. 
The Dowlings told reporters in 1985 they were stunned when prosecutors told them minutes before a court hearing of the plea deal McKirchy would receive. They said Wednesday that they are still stunned by that sentence.
The Dowlings had two more children and would take Benjamin to their games and performances as they grew up. The photo montage during the hearing showed his family worked hard to make him part of school and family outings, weddings, vacations and other milestones.

    


"Growing up, Benjamin taught me and countless others invaluable lessons about compassion, empathy, patience and understanding," said his younger sister, Melissa Dowling. "Benjamin's presence was a constant source of inspiration. He never walked or talked or got the chance to say, 'I love you.'"
The family moved to Florida's Gulf Coast in the late 1990s. Benjamin died at their home on Sept. 16, 2019.
"He was so strong. We thought he would live forever," his mother said.
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Triple-digit temperatures scorch Texas as millions across Southwest under excessive heat warnings
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            Tubers float the cool Comal River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            A tuber floats the cool Comal River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            A tuber floats the cool Comal River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Romeo Gutierrez, center, is splashed by siblings Cipporah, left, and Leeann, right, as they keep cool in the Guadalupe River, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Leeann keeps cool in the Guadalupe River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            A paddler moves down the Guadalupe River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay) Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Romeo Gutierrez, center, plays with siblings Cipporah, left, and Leeann, right, as they keep cool in the Guadalupe River, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Leeann Gutierrez, center, splashes siblings Bo'Luke, left, and, Romeo, right, as they keep cool in the Guadalupe River, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Tubers float the cool Comal River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            A tuber floats the cool Comal River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Romeo Gutierrez, center, is splashed by siblings Cipporah, left, and Leeann, right, as they keep cool in the Guadalupe River, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Leeann keeps cool in the Guadalupe River as temperatures in South Texas hit triple-digit numbers, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Leeann Gutierrez, center, splashes siblings Bo'Luke, left, and, Romeo, right, as they keep cool in the Guadalupe River, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in New Braunfels, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- Summer heat scorched Texas and the Southwest on Wednesday, pushing Phoenix to nearly 90 consecutive days of triple-digit temperatures and putting millions of people under excessive heat warnings.
Meanwhile, energy demand in Texas hit an unofficial all-time high Tuesday, according to data from the state's grid operator. 
A major heat alert is in place for Texas, reflecting what the weather service called "rare and/or long-duration extreme heat with little to no overnight relief." An extreme heat alert was issued for eastern New Mexico.
This area of high pressure, sometimes referred to as a heat dome, is a slow moving, upper-level high pressure system of stable air and a deep layer of high temperatures, meteorologist Bryan Jackson said.
"It is usually sunny, the sun is beating down, it is hot and the air is contained there," Jackson said. "There are dozen or so sites that are setting daily records ... mostly over Texas."

    


Record high temperatures were expected in cities such as Corpus Christi, San Antonio and Amarillo. In Phoenix, monsoon rains have provided brief respites since Sunday, although daytime highs continue to top 100 degrees Fahrenheit (37.8 degrees Celsius).




The dome was expected to move into western Oklahoma and eastern New Mexico beginning Saturday, then into the mid-Mississippi Valley, where it was forecast to weaken slightly, Jackson said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About 14.7 million people are under an excessive heat warning, with heat indexes expected at 110 degrees Fahrenheit (43.3 degrees Celsius) and above. Another 10 million people were under a heat advisory.
In Fort Worth, Texas, hundreds in August have sought emergency care due to the heat, according to MedStar ambulance. The service responded to 286 heat-related calls during the first 20 days of August, about 14 per day, compared to about 11 per day in August 2023, according to public information officer Desiree Partain.

    


Austin-Travis County EMS Capt. Christa Stedman said calls about heat-related illness in the area around the Texas state Capitol since April 1 are up by about one per day compared with a year ago, though July was somewhat milder this year.
"The vast majority of what we see is heat exhaustion, which is good because we catch it before it's heat stroke, but it's bad because people are not listening to the red flags," such as heat cramps in the arms, legs or stomach warning that the body is becoming too hot, Stedman said.
Despite the record heat in Texas, residents haven't been asked to cut back on their energy use like in years prior. This contrasts with the 11 conservation notices issued last year. One reason is that the agency, which manages Texas' independent energy grid and deregulated providers, has improved the grid's capabilities to better control supply and demand, Doug Lewin, an energy consultant and president of Stoic Energy said.
However, the Electric Reliability Council of Texas' criteria for when to notify residents to conserve energy has also changed, Lewin said, because they're ineffective and unpopular.

    


"I don't think they're seeing all that much reduction when they give notices," Lewin said of ERCOT. In fact public uproar against the conservation warnings has led to the agency sending fewer of them, he continued.
"There are many factors that ERCOT operations take into consideration when determining the need to issue conservation, case by case depending on conditions at the time," communications manager Trudi Webster said on the matter.
"It's been a hot summer, but this one does stand out in terms of extremes," said Jackson, the meteorologist.
Earlier this month, about 100 people were sickened and 10 were hospitalized due to extreme heat at a Colorado air show and at least two people have died due to the heat in California's Death Valley National Park.
Globally, a string of 13 straight months with a new average heat record came to an end this past July as the natural El Nino climate pattern ebbed, the European climate agency Copernicus announced Thursday. 
--
Lathan is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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Taylor Swift calls cancellation of Vienna shows 'devastating' and explains her silence
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            Austrian Taylor Swift fans kept coming to Corneliusgasse on Thursday weeks after the Vienna concerts of the U.S. artist had been cancelled due to a terror threat, and had mixed opinions on her first statement since. Corneliusgasse is a small street just 5 kilometers (3 miles) from the stadium where Swift had been scheduled to perform, whose name echoes that of Cornelia Street, a contemplative synth-pop track from Swift's 2019 album Lover. (AP Video by Philipp Jenne)
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            Fans of Taylor Swift are devastated by the cancellations of three sold-out "Eras Tour" shows in Austria after authorities foiled an apparent plot for an attack in Vienna. (Aug. 8)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour, June 21, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Fans pose by a Taylor Swift portrait painted on a stairway at Wembley Stadium in London, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024, ahead of a series of Taylor Swift concerts starting Thursday. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two weeks after organizers scrubbed Taylor Swift's concerts in Vienna amid a foiled terror plot, the singer issued her first statement on the cancellations.
"Having our Vienna shows cancelled was devastating," she wrote in a statement posted to Instagram on Wednesday. "The reason for the cancellations filled me with a new sense of fear, and a tremendous amount of guilt because so many people had planned on coming to those shows."
She thanked authorities -- "thanks to them, we were grieving concerts and not lives," she wrote -- and said she waited to speak until the European leg of her Eras Tour concluded to prioritize safety.
"Let me be very clear: I am not going to speak about something publicly if I think doing so might provoke those who would want to harm the fans who come to my shows," she wrote.
In the wake of the cancellations, Swift's representatives did not respond to multiple requests for comment from The Associated Press and other news organizations and her social media pages had gone dormant.

    


"In cases like this one, 'silence' is actually showing restraint, and waiting to express yourself at a time when it's right to. My priority was finishing our European tour safely, and it's with great relief that I can say we did that," she added.




Concert organizer Barracuda Music had said it canceled the three-night Vienna run that would have begun Aug. 8 because the arrests made in connection to the conspiracy were too close to showtime. Authorities said a 19-year-old suspect had planned to target spectators outside the Ernst Happel Stadium with knives or homemade explosives, hoping to "kill as many people as possible." Austrian officials said they appeared to have been inspired by the Islamic State group and al-Qaida.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That suspect and another 17-year-old were taken into custody on Aug. 6, the day before the shows were announced as canceled. A third suspect, 18, was arrested Aug. 8. The 19-year-old's lawyer has said the allegations were "overacting at its best," and contended Austrian authorities were "presenting this exaggeratedly" in order to get new surveillance powers.

    


Tens of thousands of Swifties from around the world had traveled to Vienna for the shows.
Swift's Instagram post also commemorated the end of the European leg with a tribute to her five nights at London's Wembley Stadium, which she said factored into her decision to wait to speak out and ultimately "felt like a beautiful dream sequence."
"I decided that all of my energy had to go toward helping to protect the nearly half a million people I had coming to see the shows in London," she wrote the day after her last Wembley concert. "My team and I worked hand in hand with stadium staff and British authorities every day in pursuit of that goal."
The shows in London, the next stop scheduled after Vienna, also came on the heels of a stabbing at a Swift-themed dance class that left three little girls dead in the U.K. In a statement issued after the Southport attack, Swift said she was "just completely in shock" and "at a complete loss for how to ever convey my sympathies to these families." News outlets reported that Swift met with some of the survivors backstage in London.
The record-smashing tour is on hiatus until October, when it resumes in Miami.
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Israel-Hamas war latest: Israeli tank and drone strikes kill at least 17 in Gaza
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            Recent evacuation orders issued by the Israeli military have pushed thousands of displaced Palestinians to already overcrowded areas, where they can barely find space to move around or properly eat or sleep. (AP Video by Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Ultra-orthodox Jewish demonstrators were beaten and forcibly removed from the road by police in Jerusalem on Wednesday, as they protested against a potential new draft law which could end their exemptions from military service.
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            Hundreds of mourners attended the funeral on Wednesday of one of the six hostages whose body was recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza.
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            At least one person was killed following Israeli strikes in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, Lebanon's public health ministry said. It was not immediately clear what Israel was targeting with the strike, which damaged buildings and cars in the village of Nabi Sheet. Mourners held a funeral procession on Wednesday for a man killed the strikes. (AP video shot by Bassam Hatoum)
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            A man works next to a destroyed home after rockets struck in Katzrin, in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A child stands in the rubble from rocket strikes in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Widow Ruti Munder stands near the grave of her husband Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Their son, Roee Munder, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one of six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            An Israeli tank is seen near the Israeli-Gaza border, with destroyed buildings in the back in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Rimon Buchshtab, center, mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            Rimon Buchshtab, center, mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 16 | 
            A home destroyed by rockets in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Household items lie destroyed at a home after rockets struck in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    Recent evacuation orders issued by the Israeli military have pushed thousands of displaced Palestinians to already overcrowded areas, where they can barely find space to move around or properly eat or sleep. (AP Video by Abd Al Kareem Hana/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    Ultra-orthodox Jewish demonstrators were beaten and forcibly removed from the road by police in Jerusalem on Wednesday, as they protested against a potential new draft law which could end their exemptions from military service.
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                                    Hundreds of mourners attended the funeral on Wednesday of one of the six hostages whose body was recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza.
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                                    At least one person was killed following Israeli strikes in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa Valley, Lebanon's public health ministry said. It was not immediately clear what Israel was targeting with the strike, which damaged buildings and cars in the village of Nabi Sheet. Mourners held a funeral procession on Wednesday for a man killed the strikes. (AP video shot by Bassam Hatoum)
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            A man works next to a destroyed home after rockets struck in Katzrin, in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A child stands in the rubble from rocket strikes in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Widow Ruti Munder stands near the grave of her husband Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Their son, Roee Munder, who was killed on Oct. 7, 2023, was reburied at the Kibbutz. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Mourners attend the funeral of Avraham Munder, who was killed in Hamas captivity in the Gaza Strip and recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza, at Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. On Tuesday, the Israeli military said its forces recovered six bodies of hostages kidnapped on Oct. 7 in an overnight operation in southern Gaza. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one of six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            An Israeli tank is seen near the Israeli-Gaza border, with destroyed buildings in the back in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Rimon Buchshtab mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Rimon Buchshtab, center, mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Rimon Buchshtab, center, mourns during the funeral of her husband Yagev Buchshtab at a cemetery of the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Buchshtab's body was one the six bodies of hostages, taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, recovered by Israel's military during an operation in the Gaza Strip. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            A home destroyed by rockets in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Household items lie destroyed at a home after rockets struck in Katzrin, in the the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the area.(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                        Israeli tank and drone strikes in Gaza on Wednesday killed at least 17 people, according to hospital staff and Associated Press journalists who counted the bodies.
The strikes happened in Deir al-Balah in central Gaza and Khan Younis in the south.
Lebanon's Hezbollah on Wednesday launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights. Hezbollah said the attack was in response to an Israeli strike deep into Lebanon on Tuesday night.
The attacks came a day after U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken met with fellow mediators Egypt and Qatar as he pressed ahead with the latest diplomatic mission to secure a cease-fire in the war in Gaza, even as Hamas and Israel signaled that challenges remain. Diplomatic efforts had redoubled as fears grow of a wider regional war after the recent targeted killings of Hamas and Hezbollah leaders, both blamed on Israel, and threats of retaliation.

    


Meanwhile, key mediator Egypt expressed skepticism Wednesday as more details emerged of the proposal meant to bridge gaps between Israel and Hamas.
Officials in Egypt, in its unique role as both a mediator and affected party since it borders Gaza, told The Associated Press that the Hamas militant group will not agree to the bridging proposal for a number of reasons -- ones in addition to the long-held wariness over whether a deal would truly remove Israel forces from Gaza and end the war.




President Joe Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday and stressed the urgency of reaching a cease-fire and hostage release deal, the White House said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hamas is believed to still be holding around 110 hostages captured during the Oct. 7 attacks that started the war. Israeli authorities estimate around a third are dead. During the Oct. 7 attack, militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians. 

    


Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count. The war has caused widespread destruction and forced the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million residents to flee their homes, often multiple times. 
Here's the latest:
Israeli strikes in Gaza kill at least 17
KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip -- Israeli tank and drone strikes in Gaza on Wednesday killed at least 17 people, according to hospital staff and Associated Press journalists who counted the bodies.
In Khan Younis in the south, nine bodies, among them a woman and child, were rushed to Nasser Hospital. Meanwhile, the Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah received eight bodies.
The strikes in Deir al-Balah come as the Israeli military called for Palestinians in some parts of the central city to evacuate.
U.N. says Israel's evacuation orders are pushing Palestinians into unsafe areas

UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. humanitarian office is warning that mass evacuation orders by the Israeli military this month are pushing Palestinians into overcrowded and unsafe areas along the Gaza coast.
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters that the latest orders issued Wednesday for part of Deir al-Balah in central Gaza and Khan Younis in the south affect 115 sites with more than 150,000 displaced men, women and children, including U.N. and many informal and makeshift shelters.

    


The orders also impact offices, warehouses and residences of the United Nations and humanitarian organizations, and have made three water wells serving tens of thousands of people inaccessible, he said.
"In Deir al Balah, the water supply has decreased by 70%, and there are also critical shortages of sanitation and hygiene materials," Dujarric said.
The U.N. spokesman said Israel has issued 11 evacuation orders so far in August affecting about 250,000 people. Before August, he said, the U.N. estimated that some 90% of Gaza's 2.1 million people had been displaced at least once since Hamas' attacks in southern Israel on Oct. 7 that sparked the ongoing conflict.
The Israeli orders have also cut of sections of the main Salah al-Din road, a key route for delivering humanitarian aid, Dujarric said.
Outgoing head of Israeli military intelligence says he's haunted by the failures of Oct. 7
JERUSALEM -- The outgoing head of Israeli military intelligence says the failures of Oct. 7 will haunt him for the rest of his life.

    


Maj. Gen. Aharon Haliva said Wednesday that he bore responsibility for the intelligence breakdowns that allowed Hamas to carry out the cross-border attack that day that sparked Israel's ongoing war against the militant group.
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people and kidnapped 250 others in the deadliest attack in Israeli history. The army has come under heavy criticism in Israel for its failure to predict the attack and its slow response that day.
Haliva announced his resignation in April.
Speaking at a handover ceremony with his successor, Haliva said the bitter memories of Oct. 7 weigh on his conscience "day and night and will do so for the rest of my days."
"We did not fulfill our most important mission, giving a warning of war" he added, breaking down in tears at one point while he spoke about his family. "The ultimate responsibility for the failure of the intelligence division rest with me."

    


Blinken tells Jordan a cease-fire deal is urgently needed
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has discussed with Jordan's deputy prime minister, Ayman Safadi, "the urgent need to finalize the cease-fire deal" between Israel and Hamas, the State Department said.
The call Wednesday came the same day Blinken returned from a series of stops across the Middle East to talk with Israeli officials and other negotiators Egypt and Qatar about urging the sides to accept a proposal meant to bridge gaps in cease-fire talks.
Blinken noted that the bridging proposal "addressed the remaining gaps in a manner that allows for swift implementation of the deal," the State Department said.
But Egyptian officials have expressed skepticism, saying Hamas won't agree to the proposal for a number of reasons -- ones in addition to the long-held wariness over whether a deal would truly remove Israeli forces from Gaza and end the war.
Mediators are scheduled to meet Thursday and Friday in Cairo for more talks on the proposal, before submitting it officially to Hamas.
Banks across Gaza have halted operations, group says
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- The main Palestinian banking association says that all banks across Gaza have halted operations. It's the latest deterioration in living conditions for the war-ravaged enclave.
Bashar Yasin, general manager of the Association of Banks in Palestine, confirmed the closure Wednesday. The association represents banks across the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.
A number of banks had been semi-operational across Gaza before Wednesday, including a large Bank of Palestine branch in the central city of Deir al-Balah.
It was not immediately clear why the branch, one of the last places that Palestinians could withdraw cash, was closed. 
The 10-month war has devastated Gaza's already fragile economy, displacing most of the population, causing widespread damage and leaving the vast majority of Palestinian workers unemployed.
A cash crisis has worsened these problems, with displaced people having little or no access to their meager savings as prices for food and basic commodities have increased.
For months, hourslong queues had formed outside the few working branches and cash points, with limits on how much could be withdrawn.
-- Jack Jeffery 
Israel police say they arrested 5 ultra-Orthodox protesters in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM -- Israel police say they arrested five ultra-Orthodox protesters at a demonstration in Jerusalem against mandatory enlistment. 
Hundreds of ultra-Orthodox demonstrated outside of the Israeli military enlistment office in Jerusalem on Wednesday, blocking streets and preventing people who had received summons from the army from presenting themselves for enlistment. 
Approximately 3,000 ultra-Orthodox have received summons in recent weeks after Israel's Supreme Court unanimously ordered the government to begin drafting ultra-Orthodox Jewish men into the army.
The landmark ruling in June seeks to end a system that has allowed them to avoid enlistment into compulsory military service.
Under longstanding arrangements, ultra-Orthodox men have been exempt from the draft, which is compulsory for most Jewish men and women, who serve 2-3 years as well as reserve duty until around age 40.
Roughly 1.3 million ultra-Orthodox Jews make up about 13% of Israel's population and oppose enlistment because they believe studying full-time in religious seminaries is their most important duty.
These exemptions have long been a source of anger among the secular public, a divide that has widened during the ten-month-old war, as the military has called up tens of thousands of reserve soldiers and says it needs all the manpower it can get. Over 600 soldiers have been killed since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack.
Blinken discusses Israel-Hamas cease-fire negotiations in call with Turkey's foreign minister
ISTANBUL -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken discussed developments in the Hamas-Israel cease-fire negotiations in a phone call with Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, a spokesman for the ministry said Wednesday.
The conversation was held at the request of the U.S., Oncu Keceli said in a social media post. Turkey is a close supporter of Hamas and has condemned Israel's campaign in Gaza as "genocide."
Blinken and Fidan discussed "diplomatic efforts to prevent regional escalation and their shared commitment to creating conditions for a durable ceasefire, bringing the hostages home and ensuring vital humanitarian aid reaches those in need in Gaza," according to a statement by the U.S. State Department. 
Israel orders evacuation of residential area near main hospital in central Gaza
JERUSALEM -- Israel has ordered the evacuation of a residential area near the main hospital in central Gaza.
The military on Wednesday ordered people to leave an area in Deir al-Balah that is a few hundred meters (yards) away from the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, one of the last functioning medical centers in the territory. The military said it would soon act against militants in the area.
There was no evacuation order for the hospital itself, but during past evacuations people have fled from areas adjacent to the declared zones for fear the fighting could spread.
Israel's offensive in Gaza, launched in retaliation for Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, has displaced the vast majority of the territory's 2.3 million residents, often multiple times.
The coastal strip, which is just 25 miles (40 kilometers) long by about 7 miles (11 kilometers) wide, has been completely sealed off by Israeli forces since May.
Around 84% of Gaza's territory has been placed under evacuation orders by the Israeli military, according to the United Nations.
The war has destroyed much of Gaza's health sector, and hospitals have struggled to function as they face waves of casualties from Israeli strikes. They have also been transformed into shelters, with thousands of people pitching tents in courtyards and parking lots.
Israeli forces have raided hospitals on several occasions since the start of the war, accusing Hamas and other militant groups of using them for military purposes, allegations denied by Gaza health officials.
Israeli airstrike in Lebanon kills brother of high-ranking official from Palestinian faction's military wing, Palestinian officials say
BEIRUT -- An Israeli airstrike on the Lebanese coastal city of Sidon on Wednesday killed the brother of a high-ranking official from the Palestinian faction Fatah's military wing, state media and Palestinian officials in Lebanon said.
Khalil al-Maqdah, the brother of Fatah Gen. Mounir al-Maqdah, was killed in a strike on a vehicle, the state-run National News Agency reported.
Israeli officials have accused Mounir al-Maqdah of facilitating the smuggling of weapons into the West Bank. 
Mounir al-Maqdah told the Beirut-based pan-Arab TV network Al Mayadeen on Wednesday that his brother had been a brigadier general in Fatah's armed wing and vowed the group "will respond inside of Israel."
Earlier this month, another Israeli drone strike hit an SUV on a main road in Sidon, killing a Hamas official identified as Samer al-Haj.
The Lebanese wings of Hamas and the allied Palestinian Islamic Jihad have launched occasional attacks on northern Israel from Lebanon over the past 10 months, and the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah has near-daily clashes with Israeli forces against the backdrop of Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza. Fatah, a rival of Hamas, has not announced taking part in any of those operations to date.
Hezbollah launches more than 50 rockets
JERUSALEM -- Lebanon's Hezbollah has launched more than 50 rockets, hitting a number of private homes in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights.
First responders in Golan Heights said they treated a 30-year-old man who was moderately wounded with shrapnel injuries in Wednesday's attack. One house was engulfed in flames, and firefighters said they prevented a bigger tragedy by stopping a gas leak.
Hezbollah said the attack was in response to an Israeli strike deep into Lebanon on Tuesday night that killed one and injured 19. On Tuesday, Hezbollah launched more than 200 projectiles toward Israel, after Israel targeted a Hezbollah weapons depot some 80 kilometers (50 miles) from the border, a significant increase in the daily skirmishes.
Israel and Hezbollah have traded near-daily strikes for more than 10 months against the backdrop of Israel's war against Hezbollah's ally, Hamas, in Gaza. The exchanges have killed more than 500 people in Lebanon -- mostly militants but also including around 100 civilians and non-combatants -- and 23 soldiers and 26 civilians in Israel.
Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war and later annexed it, saying it needs the strategic plateau for its security. The United States is the only country to recognize Israel's annexation, while the rest of the international community considers the Golan to be occupied Syrian territory.
Commercial ship 'not under command' after repeated attacks target it in Red Sea, British say
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- A commercial ship traveling through the Red Sea came under repeated attack Wednesday, leaving the vessel "not under command" in an assault suspected to have been carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels, the British military said. 
Details remained few about the attack, though it comes during the Houthis' monthslong campaign targeting ships over the ongoing Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
The attack saw men on small boats first open fire with small arms, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said. The ship also was hit by three projectiles, it added.
"The vessel reports being not under command," the UKMTO said, likely meaning it lost all power. "No casualties reported."
The Houthis did not immediately claim the attack, though it can take them hours or even days before they acknowledge one of their assaults. 
Israel says military is shifting its attention to the border with Lebanon 
TEL AVIV, Israel -- Defense Minister Yoav Gallant says Israel's military is shifting its attention from Gaza to the border with Lebanon.
Touring northern Israel on Tuesday, Gallant said Israel has scaled back its activities in Gaza, where it has been fighting a war against Hamas for nearly a year, and turned its focus to Hezbollah militants in Lebanon.
"Our strongholds are moving from the south to the north, we are gradually changing, we still have a number of missions in the south," Gallant told troops.
Hezbollah began striking Israel almost immediately after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. The sides have been engaged in almost daily fighting since then, raising fears of a broader regionwide war. Those fears have grown as Hezbollah has vowed retaliation for an Israeli strike in Beirut last month that killed a top Hezbollah commander.
Hezbollah launched more than 120 projectiles toward northern Israel on Tuesday, causing damage to a home and sparking a number of fires. Israel said it was striking the source of the launches.
More than 500 people have been killed in Lebanon, including at least 100 civilians. In Israel, 23 soldiers and 26 civilians have been killed.
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            FILE - Hunter Biden departs from federal court June 11, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            President Biden hugs his son Hunter Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- An attorney for Hunter Biden accused prosecutors Wednesday of wanting to introduce salacious details about partying and spending by President Joe Biden's son to smear his character in front of jurors at his upcoming trial on federal tax charges. 
During a lengthy hearing in Los Angeles federal court, Hunter Biden's lawyer said special counsel David Weiss' team was intent on "character assassination" by seeking to bring in evidence of spending on things like strippers in the case alleging a scheme to avoid paying at least $1.4 million in taxes. 
"They want to slime him because that is the whole purpose," attorney Mark Geragos told U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi. 
Geragos' comments came as the defense and prosecution sparred for hours over what evidence and testimony jurors should be allowed to hear when the trial begins early next month. It's the second criminal trial in just months for the president's son, who was convicted in June of three felony charges in a separate federal case over the purchase of a gun in 2018. 

    


Potential jurors are expected to be brought to the court for questioning on Sept. 5, with opening statements in the trial expected on Sept. 9.




Hunter Biden has pleaded not guilty, and his lawyers have indicated they will argue he didn't act "willfully," or with the intention to break the law. Pointing to Hunter Biden's well-documented addiction struggles during those years, they've argued his drug and alcohol abuse impacted "his decision-making and judgment, such that Mr. Biden was unable to form the requisite intent to commit the crimes he has been charged with." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutor Leo Wise said evidence of things like Hunter Biden's payments to a pornographic website would help jurors evaluate whether he accidentally or intentionally listed those items as business expenses when they clearly were not. Wise noted that Hunter included descriptions of wild partying in California in his own memoir. 

    


"He describes partying in hotels with a cast of strippers," Wise said. "He chose to pay them, which is fine -- it's America, you can do that. But then he chose to take it as a business deduction." 
The judge did not rule on whether prosecutors will be able to introduce such evidence, and the two sides said they would work on reaching an agreement on that issue before trial. 
In a blow to the defense, the judge said Hunter Biden's lawyers won't be able to call as a witness an expert whom it had wanted to testify about addiction issues. The judge also ruled out testimony about the car accident that killed Hunter Biden's mother and sister when he was a toddler, and any testimony attributing the cause of his substance abuse struggles to the death of his brother Beau from brain cancer in 2015. 
Hunter Biden's lawyers had argued it was important to delve into those issues to provide context about his drug use during the years he was accused of failing to pay his taxes. 
Prosecutors have also pushed to be able to introduce evidence related to Hunter Biden's foreign business dealings, which have been at the center of Republican investigations into the Democratic president's family. 

    


The special counsel's team has said it wants to tell jurors about his work for a Romanian businessman, who they say sought to "influence U.S. government policy" while Joe Biden was vice president. Wise told the judge that evidence about Hunter Biden's business dealings reflects his decision-making ability in the years he is accused of evading his taxes. 
The defense accused prosecutors of releasing details about Hunter Biden's work for the Romanian businessman in court papers to drum up media coverage and taint a jury pool before the trial even starts.
"I believe it was designed specifically to inflame or ignite press coverage," Geragos said.
Hunter Biden was supposed to plead guilty last year to misdemeanor tax offenses in a deal with prosecutors that would have allowed him to avoid prosecution in the gun case if he stayed out of trouble. However, the plea deal fell apart after a federal judge in Delaware raised concerns about it, and he was subsequently indicted in the two cases. 

    


In the gun case that ended in June in Delaware, jurors found Hunter Biden guilty of lying about his drug use in 2018 on a federal form to buy a firearm that he had for about 11 days. He could face up to 25 years in prison at sentencing set for Nov. 13, but as a first-time offender, he is likely to get far less time or avoid prison entirely. 
___
Richer reported from Washington.
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            Divers scouring the wreck of a superyacht that sank off Sicily found four bodies Wednesday, as the search continued for two more missing passengers and questions intensified about why the vessel sank so quickly.
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            Italian firefighter scuba divers bring ashore, in the green bag, the body of one of the victims from the British-flagged vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sank early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Firefighters scuba divers return to the harbor with a body bag, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli
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            Scuba divers of the Italian Firefighters corp at the scene of the search for a missing boat, in Porticello, southern Italy, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian firefighter divers bring ashore in a green bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The luxury sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian firefighter divers bring ashore in a green bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The luxury sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Firefighters scuba divers bring ashore in a blue bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Firefighters scuba divers bring ashore in a bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Coast Guard officials bring ashore in a bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Firefighters scuba divers bring ashore in a green bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            A view of the Hotel Domina Zagarella which hosts the survivors of the Bayesian's shipwreck in Porticello, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Emergency services at the scene of the search for a missing boat, in Porticello, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian firefighter scuba divers bring ashore, in the green bag, the body of one of the victims from the British-flagged vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sank early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Scuba divers of the Italian Firefighters corp at the scene of the search for a missing boat, in Porticello, southern Italy, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian firefighter divers bring ashore in a green bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The luxury sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Italian Coast Guard officials bring ashore in a bag the body of one of the victims of the UK flag vessel Bayesian, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. The sail yacht was hit by a violent sudden storm and sunk early Monday, while at anchor off the Sicilian village of Porticello near Palermo, in southern Italy. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            A view of the Hotel Domina Zagarella which hosts the survivors of the Bayesian's shipwreck in Porticello, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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            Emergency services at the scene of the search for a missing boat, in Porticello, southern Italy, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Rescue teams and divers returned to the site of a storm-sunken superyacht Tuesday to search for six people, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, who are believed to be still trapped in the hull 50 meters (164-feet) underwater. (AP Photo/Salvatore Cavalli)
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                                        PORTICELLO, Sicily (AP) -- Divers searching the wreck of a superyacht that sank off Sicily found the bodies of five passengers Wednesday, leaving one still missing as questions intensified about why the vessel sank so quickly when a nearby sailboat remained largely unscathed.
Rescue crews brought four body bags ashore at Porticello. Salvatore Cocina, head of the Sicily civil protection agency, said a fifth body had been located. Divers on-scene said they would try to recover it on Thursday while continuing the search for the sixth.
The discovery made clear the operation to search the hull on the seabed 50 meters (164 feet) underwater had quickly turned into a recovery one, not a rescue, given the amount of time that had passed and with no signs of life over three days of searching.
The Bayesian, a 56-meter (184-foot) British-flagged yacht, went down in a storm early Monday as it was moored about a kilometer (a half-mile) offshore. Civil protection officials said they believed the ship was struck by a tornado over the water, known as a waterspout.

    


Fifteen people escaped in a lifeboat and were rescued by a nearby sailboat. The body of the ship's chef, Recaldo Thomas of Antigua, was recovered Monday.




Thomas was born in Canada, according to his cousin David Isaac, but visited his parents' homeland of Antigua as a child, and moved permanently to the tiny eastern Caribbean island in his early 20s. Italian officials previously listed Antigua and Canada as the nationality of people on board.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The fate of six missing passengers had driven the search effort, including British tech magnate Mike Lynch, his 18-year-old daughter and associates who had successfully defended him in a recent U.S. federal fraud trial.
Lynch's spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Meanwhile, Termini Imerese Public Prosecutor's Office investigators were acquiring evidence for their criminal investigation, which they opened immediately after the tragedy despite no formal suspects having been publicly identified.

    


Questions have abounded about what caused the superyacht, built in 2008 by Italian shipyard Perini Navi, to rapidly sink, when the nearby Sir Robert Baden Powell sailboat was largely spared and managed to rescue the survivors.
Giovanni Costantino, head of The Italian Sea Group, which owns the ship maker, blamed human error for the disaster, which he said took 16 minutes. "The ship sank because it took on water. From where, the investigators will say," he told RAI state television after he met with prosecutors.
Costantino cited AIS ship tracking data which he said showed the Bayesian had taken on water for four minutes when a sudden gust of wind flipped it and it continued taking on water. The ship straightened up slightly and then went down, he said.
But was it merely the case of a freak waterspout that knocked the ship to its side and allowed water to pour in through open hatches? What was the position of the keel, which on a large sailboat like the Bayesian might have been retractable to allow it to enter shallower ports?

    


"There's a lot of uncertainty as to whether it had a lifting keel and whether it might have been up," said Jean-Baptiste Souppez, a fellow of the Royal Institute of Naval Architects and the editor of the Journal of Sailing Technology. "But if it had, then that would reduce the amount of stability that the vessel had, and therefore made it easier for it to roll over on its side," he said in an interview.
The captain of the sailboat that rescued survivors said his craft sustained minimal damage -- the frame of a sun awning broke -- even with winds that he estimated reached 12 on the Beaufort wind scale, which is the highest hurricane-strength force on the scale.
He said he had remained anchored with his engines running to try to maintain the ship's position as the forecast storm rolled in. 
"Another possibility is to heave anchor before the storm and to run downwind at open sea," Karsten Borner said in a text message. But he said that might not have been possible for the Bayesian, given its trademark 75-meter (246-foot) tall mast.

    


"If there was a stability problem, caused by the extremely tall mast, it would not have been better at open sea," he said.
Yachts like the Bayesian are required to have watertight, sub-compartments that are specifically designed to prevent a rapid, catastrophic sinking even when some parts fill with water.
The underwater search continued in dangerous and time-consuming conditions. Because of the wreck's depth, which requires special precautions, divers working in pairs could only spend about 12 minutes at a time searching, though reinforcements outfitted with special equipment to enable longer dives were on the wreck Wednesday.
In all, some 27 divers took rotations, including four who helped with recovery after the 2012 Costa Concordia disaster off Tuscany. They called the Porticello wreck a "little Concordia," fire crews said in a statement.

    


The limited dive time was aimed in part at avoiding decompression sickness, also known as the "bends," which can occur when divers stay underwater for long periods and ascend too quickly, allowing nitrogen gas dissolved in the blood to form bubbles.
"The longer you stay, the slower your ascent has to be," said Simon Rogerson, the editor of SCUBA magazine. He said the tight turnaround time suggested the operation's managers were trying to limit the risks and recovery time after each dive.
"It sounds like they're operating essentially on no decompression or very tight decompression, or they're being extremely conservative," he said.
Divers were also working with debris floating around them, limited visibility and air tanks on their backs.
"We are trying to advance in tight spaces, but any single thing slows us down," said Luca Cari, spokesman for the fire rescue service. "An electric panel could set us back for five hours. These aren't normal conditions. We're at the limit of possibility."
___
Winfield reported from Rome and Kirka from London. Associated Press journalists Trisha Thomas in Rome; Andrea Rosa in Porticello; and Anika Kentish in St. John's, Antigua, contributed to this report.
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that Thomas was born in Canada, not Antigua.
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz watch during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign rally, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, at DiSorb Systems, Inc. in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, makes a stop at Pat's King of Steaks Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Chris Szagola)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz watch during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Tim Walz and JD Vance have vaulted themselves out of national obscurity as they hustle to introduce themselves to the country, but the senator from Ohio has had a rockier start than the Minnesota governor.
A poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that Walz had a smoother launch as a running mate to Vice President Kamala Harris than Vance did for former President Donald Trump. About one-third of U.S. adults (36%) have a favorable view of Walz, who will introduce himself to his party when he speaks at the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday. About one-quarter (27%) have a positive opinion of Vance. Significantly more adults also have an unfavorable view of Vance than Walz, 44% to 25%.
Both are well-liked so far within their own parties, while independents are slightly more likely to have a positive view of Walz than Vance, but most don't know enough about either one yet. 

    


Both VP candidates still need to work to become better known -- about 4 in 10 Americans don't know enough about Walz to have an opinion about him, and roughly 3 in 10 don't know enough about Vance. Still, both are much better known than they were before they were selected as vice presidential nominees.




Democrats like Walz, but many key groups don't know enough
As Walz prepares to speak at the convention, about 6 in 10 Democrats said they have a favorable opinion of him, including about 4 in 10 whose opinions are "very favorable." Roughly 3 in 10 don't know him well enough to have an opinion. This is the first measure of Walz's favorability in an AP-NORC poll, but other polls showed he was virtually unknown nationally before he was chosen. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many key Democratic coalitions still don't know much about Walz. About 4 in 10 women don't know enough to have an opinion of him, and about 4 in 10 young adults under age 45 say the same. About half of Black adults and roughly 4 in 10 Hispanic adults don't know enough to say whether they like him, either. Many lower-income adults and those without college degrees also don't have a view of Walz.

    


Data from AP VoteCast shows that when he ran for governor in 2022, Walz won with the support of women, young voters, union households, those living in the suburbs, and people in urban areas. He split the support of white voters and men -- two groups where the Harris-Walz team will try to undercut Trump's advantage. He lost rural voters in the state, as well as households with military veterans. 
Samantha Phillis, a 33-year-old home care nurse and mother of four from Mankato, Minnesota, has known Walz for years. She attended Mankato West High School when Walz was a teacher there, and she was in the Gay-Straight Alliance when he was the faculty adviser. Since he became governor, she said, his policies have been "tremendous" for three of her children with disabilities. As a parent, she appreciated his program to provide free school meals for children. 
"He was a great asset to Mankato West, and we are huge fans of him. As far as Minnesota goes, he's done great things for my family," Phillis said. "I'm really encouraged to see what he could help Kamala Harris do as her vice president."

    


Phillis said she was always planning to vote for the Democratic candidate but has been thrilled by the energy and momentum Walz added to the campaign. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Now that Gov. Walz is on the ticket, I'm all in."
Vance's favorability has risen among Republicans
The new AP-NORC polling shows that in the weeks since Vance was selected as Trump's running mate, Republicans have gotten to know him better and have developed a generally positive view. About 6 in 10 Republicans now have a very or somewhat favorable opinion of Vance, a sharp rise since a mid-July poll conducted before the Ohio senator was announced as Trump's running mate. In that poll, only about 3 in 10 had a favorable view of him, and about 6 in 10 Republicans said they didn't know enough about Vance to have an opinion. 
In the most recent poll, about 2 in 10 Republicans have an unfavorable view of Vance, and about one-quarter say they don't know enough about him to have an opinion. 

    


Adults older than 45 are somewhat more likely than younger ones to have a positive opinion of Vance, 32% to 22%.
Data from AP VoteCast shows that when Vance ran for Senate in Ohio in 2022, he earned the support of many groups that have become the bedrock of Trump's political base. About 6 in 10 male voters in the state supported Vance, as well as voters age 45 and over. He also outperformed with young men compared to Republicans nationally. About 6 in 10 male voters under 30 voted for Vance in Ohio, compared to about half for Republican candidates nationwide.
Mary Lynch, a 62-year-old Republican from Marquette, Michigan, said she's followed Vance through TV interviews since before he ran for Senate. She said her positive view of him has only grown the more she learns about him. She appreciates his support for family-related policies, like anti-abortion measures and school choice.

    


Lynch supported Republican Nikki Haley during the GOP primaries, but she plans to vote for Trump in November. She likes Trump's policies, but she struggles with his personality. She sees Vance as a strong future leader for the Republican Party.
"I like (Vance's) personality a lot. He says things nicer. He doesn't use hyperbole," Lynch said. "If Trump wins with JD Vance, I look forward to having JD Vance run for president next."
___
The poll of 1,164 adults was conducted August 8-12, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.8 percentage points.
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            Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y.,speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Former President Barack Obama speaks during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Rep. Jamie Raskin D-Md., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        The Democratic convention presents Fox News Channel with a delicate challenge: how to cover a party suddenly enthused about its election chances when much of the network's audience has a different political viewpoint.
During the Democrats' first two days, Fox personalities called the proceedings "boring" and filled with "a lot of hate." There was a focus on demonstrations outside the arena while many of the speakers inside went unheard on the air. Presidential nominee Kamala Harris was given nicknames like "the princess" and "comrade Kamala."
"We're at the DNC," Sean Hannity quipped, "so you don't have to be."

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


Fox's telecast illustrated the challenges inherent in covering news events on networks that are filled with both breaking news and partisan political talk, sometimes mashed up -- where opinion personalities like Hannity, MSNBC's Rachel Maddow and CNN's Van Jones freely mix with reporters and blur boundaries. During the GOP convention last month, the liberal-leaning MSNBC cut off Nikki Haley in favor of a discussion about how she debased herself, and ignored Ron DeSantis entirely.

    


The feel-good Republican gathering gave Fox News the biggest convention audience ever for a cable network, a feat at a time when millions of Americans are pulling the plug on subscriptions, and a staggering audience of 10.4 million people for the opening moments of former President Donald Trump's acceptance speech, the Nielsen company said.




No one expects such numbers this week for Fox, where roughly two-thirds of the audience in a 2024 Nielsen/MRI study called themselves Republican. Fox's audience has shown a marked tendency to tune away from news that doesn't reflect its beliefs, such as the Jan. 6 committee hearings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fox had 2.5 million viewers for Monday's DNC coverage, 1.7 million on Tuesday -- the latter sixth among networks covering it. Fox was the most-watched network for both of the first two nights of the GOP session a month ago, with 6.9 million on opening night and 5.4 million on the second night.

    


Not mincing words
Hosts on "The Five," Fox's most-watched show, were nothing if not direct in setting the stage for the Democrats' week. "You can't believe anything the Democrats tell you," Jesse Watters said. "Everything is a lie. ... There is no joy here. The only joy is that Joe's gone."
Watters said "no one believes" that the economy is good, or that polls showing Harris rapidly making up ground against Trump since replacing Biden at the top of the ticket are real. Later Monday evening, Watters declared the event boring, saying "this is like a convention your boss makes you go to." Hannity described the convention as "far-left radical protesters outside and manufactured unity, deception and lying inside."
Fox hosts uniformly rejected the Democrats' interpretation that Biden had committed a selfless act by giving up his reelection bid and called the president's appearance on Monday more humiliating than valedictory. "You had to wrestle this job away from him like it was car keys from a drunk," said Greg Gutfeld, who called former President Barack Obama the "Barack-stabber."

    


Harris was depicted as an inexperienced, risky choice. Onscreen messages, or chyrons, during Laura Ingraham's show drove home the point: "Dems Overconfident in Their Unproven Backup," read one. Others: "Kamala's All Vibe, No Substance" and "Comrade Kamala Fails Econ 101."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"This is like booking tickets on the Titanic," analyst Keith Kellogg said.
During most of Hannity's show on Tuesday, an onscreen camera was focused on a nonviolent protest outside of the convention. "The convention has been full of a lot of hate," Hannity said, "instead of the politics of joy, which you've been promised."
Who made it and who didn't
Fox News has made room for Democrats willing to come on its shows this week for interviews, including Harris campaign co-chair Cedric Richmond, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, U.S. Rep. Debbie Dingel and U.S. Sen. Mark Kelly. Fox said it has seen a 40% increase in bookings of Democrats compared with last year, and that its sister business network presents full coverage of convention speeches. 

    


Fox says it has the same footprint on the ground for the DNC in Chicago as it did for the Republican convention in Chicago last month. It rejects the notion that it is unwilling to show the Democrats' point of view.
Fox carried Biden's speech in its entirety Monday night, as well as some other moments including Harris' short, surprise address, which occurred during Hannity's show. Both Barack and Michelle Obama were carried on Tuesday night. Speeches by Hillary Clinton and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez -- both deeply unpopular with many in Fox's audience -- were also carried in full. Fox's Dana Perino said Ocasio-Cortez made a great speech, "but it didn't make any sense."
Fox anchor Bret Baier praised both Obamas, saying the former first lady "had an amazing speech that got this crowd on their feet." Lawrence Jones, "Fox & Friends" co-host, said Wednesday that "no matter how inspirational they are, no matter how good the cadence is on the stage, you can't dip BS in gold and expect the American people to buy it."

    


Several podium appearances covered elsewhere went unheard on Fox News Channel: Olympics basketball coach Steve Kerr, UAW President Shawn Fain, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn, U.S. Rep. Jamie Raskin and U.S. Sen. Tammy Duckworth. Fox analyst Brit Hume complained that a group of women who talked about abortion policy did Biden a disservice by going on too long -- even though the network did not follow their remarks.
Tim Graham, director of media analysis for the conservative Media Research Center, said Fox programs to its audience in much the same way that Nicolle Wallace and Rachel Maddow say they won't show Trump because of concerns that he'll lie, "but it's because they don't want to watch it."
Brian Stelter, author of "Network of Lies: The Epic Saga of Fox News, Donald Trump and the Battle for American Democracy," said that while Fox News Channel recognized the news importance of the convention, he saw it as reluctant to give its viewers an unvarnished view of what was being said.
"Fox did very little listening and a lot of talking," he said.
Interestingly, there was an effort by the campaigns Monday to reach beyond friendly territory: The Harris campaign ran a commercial on Fox, while Trump advertised on CNN.
Fox has been particularly sensitive about not threatening audience loyalty. Concerns about its audience's anger with Fox following coverage of the 2020 presidential election were cited in evidence presented by Dominion Voting Systems in its defamation suit against Fox. That suit was settled when Fox agreed to pay $787 million.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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It's not just IUDs. Gynecologists and patients are focused on making procedures less painful
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                    FILE - Dr. Susan Gorman displays the Skyla IUD, left, and the Mirena IUD, at High Lakes Gynecology in Redmond, Ore., Jan. 14, 2015. (Andy Tullis/The Bulletin via AP)
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                                        Federal officials affirmed this month that the pain people might feel when getting an IUD can be more than doctors' promises of "just a pinch."
The local anesthetic lidocaine "might be useful for reducing patient pain" when inserting intrauterine devices, according to new guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which also encourages doctors to have a conversation with patients about pain management. 
Women have used social media to advocate for more pain-management options, even recording and posting videos to document their grimaces, screams and tears as IUDs are put in. But complaints of pain are not limited to the small, long-lasting birth control device. 
Many relatively quick outpatient procedures can cause pain, including biopsies and examinations of the uterus and cervix. Gynecologists and patients say there need to be more conversations about options for local anesthetics -- as well as other pain-relief options for these procedures.

    


Pain relief options
Lidocaine spray or gel used as a local anesthetic and other pain treatments -- think ibuprofen or an injection of an anesthetic -- are safe for most patients and can be effective, gynecologists say. 




The CDC's new guidance is just that -- not a hard rule. And the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists spokesperson Rachel Kingery said in an emailed statement that there's no timeline for the group to provide clearer guidance on pain management for in-office procedures.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


All of Dr. Cheruba Prabakar's patients who get an IUD also get a local anesthetic spray at minimum. The owner of Lamorinda Gynecology and Surgery in Lafayette, California, near Oakland, also books patients for 45-minute appointments in which she can thoroughly answer their questions and talk through concerns.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some practices offer even stronger choices. After requests from their patients, Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts added in March sedation options for IUD insertions and certain procedures in which doctors cut out possible cancers. Patients are not fully asleep, but drowsy. 

    


Dr. Luu Ireland, an OB-GYN at Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts and UMass Memorial Hospital, said there are lighter pain-management offerings, including anxiety pills and local anesthetic.
"I can't tell you how many patients I've seen choose less effective methods of birth control or forgo birth control (entirely) because they're afraid to undergo the procedure," she said of IUDs.
Prabakar believes that the biggest barrier to more patients having their pain taken seriously isn't cost or equipment. It's time and trust.
"There are a lot of patients with a history of trauma, history of shame," said Prabakar, who serves as an advisor to the Alliance for Women's Health and Prevention. "They barely can tolerate a speculum, let alone some of these other procedures."
Gynecology students should be taught on "Day One" about how trauma affects patients, said Dr. Deborah Bartz, an OB-GYN at Brigham and Women's Hospital who also teaches at Harvard Medical School.

    


That can include how anxiety levels and trauma can affect the level of pain a patient feels at the gynecologist, and how people who have never given birth may be at higher risk for pain during these sorts of visits, she said.
Research shows providers regularly underestimate the pain of IUD insertions. Women of color are less likely to have their pain taken seriously by providers; ample research shows Black people are undertreated for pain relative to white patients.
"If women have had their pain dismissed forever, since they were little kids having their periods, they're probably going to be more primed to experience trauma in the health care system," said Kate Nicholson, executive director of the National Pain Advocacy Center, a nonprofit focused on policy changes. 
Advocating for medication
When the guidelines -- or gynecologists -- fall short, the onus may fall on the patient to speak up.
"(In obstetrics and gynecology,) there is that culture of: 'Women are strong. We can do this without pain medicine.' But why? Why is that?" said Sarah Friedberg, a Massachusetts mother of three who first experienced pain at the gynecologist since she got an IUD insertion 20 years ago -- despite taking an over-the-counter pain reliever.

    


Friedberg's periods had always been exceptionally heavy, and after having three children, her doctors recommended removing her uterus. In August 2022, she went in to have blood drawn and other tests run in preparation for a hysterectomy. A doctor said they'd need to take some tissue samples from inside her uterus.
This was the first she'd heard of needing a biopsy, and she hadn't taken anything for pain ahead of time. Friedberg said no, and that she needed to reschedule the appointment.
"I'm a person who, if I don't like the nail polish they're putting on, I would never say, 'let's not do that,' or 'this is wrong,' or 'I want something different,'" Friedberg said. "I like not to make a splash in general."

    


She read up on what the biopsy would generally entail. The internet told her she had an option -- lidocaine spray -- and she asked her doctor for it. It took a search, but her doctor found some.
Her advocacy paid off. She didn't have extreme pain.
Friedberg hopes the updated CDC guidelines means women--including her daughter, when it's time -- will have a different experience at the gynecologist.
"But it's very, very late," she said. "It's 2024. Come on, guys."
What questions should I ask at the gynecologist?
-- What are my options for pain management? They're likely to tell you one of three levels: oral (ibuprofen), local anesthetic (lidocaine spray or gel) and injection (paracervical blocker). Sedation may be an option, but you'll likely need to book that ahead of time and line up a ride home.
-- How will I know how much pain I might feel? Every person's pain threshold is different, and your levels of anxiety and stress can play a role, too. Talk to your doctor about your past experiences and concerns, even if you're just nervous.
-- What if my doctor doesn't listen to me or provide the medication I request? Continue to advocate for yourself and come armed with knowledge. Experts agree that patients often don't know their options, and the new CDC guidance encourages gynecologists to talk with patients first. You can always seek a second opinion if needed and if time allows.
It's not "rocket science," said Cheryl Hamlin, an OB-GYN in Cambridge, Massachusetts and the reproductive care lead for the American Medical Women's Association. Doctors just need to tell patients their options, answer their questions and let them decide.
___
AP data reporter Kasturi Pananjady contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Democrats turn their roll call into a dance party with celebrities, state-specific songs and Lil Jon

    Democrats turn their roll call into a dance party with celebrities, state-specific songs and Lil Jon
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            Democrats held a "celebratory" roll call vote to nominate Vice President Kamala Harris on the second night of their convention in Chicago. (AP produced by Ao Gao)
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            North Carolina casts their votes for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Lil Jon shakes hand with Sen. Raphael G. Warnock, D-Ga., left, as he join Georgia delegation during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Spike Lee watches as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul casts their vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is seen on a video monitor after the roll call during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during roll call of the state at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro casts their votes for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            San Francisco Mayor London Breed attends the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Tuesday Aug. 20, 2024. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Ohio casts their votes for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            DJ Cassidy speaks during Roll Call at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Convention roll call votes can be staid and cheesy, but Democrats turned theirs into the ultimate dance party on Tuesday.
DJ Cassidy stood onstage in what appeared to be a double-breasted satin suit of royal blue, spinning a special song for each state and territory awarding their delegates to Vice President Kamala Harris at the Democratic National Convention. What America got was a mashup of an elite karaoke night: Detroit native Eminem's "Lose Yourself" for Michigan, Dropkick Murphys' "I'm Shipping Up to Boston" for Massachusetts and Tupac Shakur's "California Love" for California.
Georgia brought out one of its natives in person: Atlanta's Lil Jon striding through Chicago's United Center to the beats of "Turn Down for What," his song with DJ Snake. 
In short, Democrats were determined to put the party in political party, part of their broader effort to project joy and positive energy even as they issue dire warnings about the need to beat Republican nominee Donald Trump.

    


The party last used a video roll call during the pandemic -restricted 2020 convention that famously had Rhode Island featuring its state dish, calamari, creating the pressure to do something bigger this year. (The chef holding that iconic tray of calamari later turned out to be a Trump supporter.) 




This year's roll call vote featured the party's emerging political stars like Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore and Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear. Movie director Spike Lee was there for New York, while the actor Sean Astin, who starred in the Notre Dame-set football movie "Rudy," was with the Indiana delegation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The musical choices were something of a risk. The 1996 Democratic convention in Chicago infamously featured delegates gyrating awkwardly to "Macarena (Bayside Boys Remix)" by the Spanish pop duo Los del Rio. Video of the Macarena still circulates among political diehards nearly three decades later.

    


Florida's delegation played Tom Petty's anthem to hard-headedness, "I Won't Back Down," in casting its delegates for Harris -- a not-too-subtle jab at the state's Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis. Petty was born in the Florida city of Gainesville. DeSantis used the song as the theme of his failed Republican presidential primary this cycle, and it was part of the name of a super PAC that spent lavishly in his losing cause.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Democrats turn their roll call into a dance party with celebrities, state-specific songs and Lil Jon
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the roll call vote that made Kamala Harris the Democratic presidential nominee turned in a dance party.

    

"Florida is worth fighting for," state Democratic chairwoman Nikki Fried declared, arguing that her state is worth national Democrats campaigning for despite it moving hard to the right and likely to go for Trump in November.
Alabama, obviously, got "Sweet Home Alabama" by Lynyrd Skynyrd. Alaska announced their backing of Vice President Kamala Harris to "Feel It Still" by Portugal. The Man, a band from Wasilla, where Republican Sarah Palin was once mayor.
Minnesota went with "1999" by Paisley Park's own Prince. Indiana, with Astin by the microphone, went with Gary native Michael Jackson's "Don't Stop 'til You Get Enough." Nevada played "Mr. Brightside" by The Killers, the synth pop band from Las Vegas. Kansas went with "Carry On My Wayward Son" by the rock band Kansas. New Jersey went with Bruce Springsteen's "Born in the USA."

    


"Under one groove nothing can stop us now," DJ Cassidy said over Springsteen's anthem.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Despite the festive mood, the roll call announcements did contain some serious moments. Texas' Kate Cox had her request for an abortion during a troubled pregnancy rejected by that state's supreme court, forcing her to go to another state for the procedure. But Cox announced on the floor that she was again pregnant and the baby was due in January.
Under Democratic Party rules, only Harris garnered enough signatures to be entered into nomination. Votes for any other person or uncommitted votes were tallied as "present" during the virtual roll call earlier this month. Tuesday night's "celebratory" vote is following that earlier roll call's vote total.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dnc-roll-call-lil-jon-dj-cassidy-35c00f31ebddf664cbfaa4b4b9eb370d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashes in Iran, killing at least 28 people
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            A bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashed in central Iran, killing at least 28 people, an official said on Wednesday.
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            This image taken from a video released by Iranian state television shows the aftermath of a bus crash near Taft, Iran, early Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. A bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashed in central Iran, killing multiple people, an official said Wednesday. (Iranian state television via AP)
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            This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)
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            This image taken from a video released by Iranian state television shows the aftermath of a bus crash near Taft, Iran, early Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. A bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashed in central Iran, killing multiple people, an official said Wednesday. (Iranian state television via AP)
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- A bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashed in central Iran, killing at least 28 people, an official said Wednesday.
The crash happened Tuesday night in the central Iranian province of Yazd, said Mohammad Ali Malekzadeh, a local emergency official, according to the state-run IRNA news agency.
Another 23 people suffered injuries in the crash, 14 of them serious, he added. He said all of the bus passengers hailed from Pakistan. 
There were 51 people on board at the time of the crash outside of the city of Taft, some 500 kilometers (310 miles) southeast of the Iranian capital, Tehran. 
Iranian state television later broadcast images of the bus, turned upside down on the highway with its roof smashed in and all of its doors open. Rescuers stepped gingerly through the broken glass and debris littering the road. 

    


In the state TV report, Malekzadeh blamed the crash on the bus brakes failing and a lack of attention by its driver. A surveillance video later aired by state TV showed the bus speeding past a parked car into a dirt lot just before the crash, narrowly missing bystanders. 




In Pakistan, authorities described those on the bus as coming from the city of Larkana in Pakistan's southern Sindh province. 
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said he was "deeply saddened" by the crash and that diplomats were providing assistance to those affected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My thoughts are with the bereaved families," Sharif said on the social media platform X.
Iran has one of the world's worst traffic safety records with some 17,000 deaths annually. The grave toll is blamed on wide disregard for traffic laws, unsafe vehicles and inadequate emergency services in its vast rural areas.
The pilgrims had been on their way to Iraq to commemorate Arbaeen. 
Arbaeen -- Arabic for the number 40 -- marks the death of the Prophet Muhammad's grandson, Hussein, at the hands of the Muslim Umayyad forces in the Battle of Karbala, during the tumultuous first century of Islam's history. Hussein was seen by his followers as the rightful heir of the prophet's legacy. When he refused to pledge allegiance to the Umayyad caliphate, he was killed in the battle, cementing the schism between Sunni and Shiite Islam. 

    


Pilgrims gather in Karbala, Iraq, in what's regarded as the largest annual public gathering in the world. The event draws tens of millions of people each year. Already, Iranian police said 3 million pilgrims had left the country's borders for Karbala.
A separate bus crash early Wednesday in Iran's southeastern Sistan and Baluchestan province killed six people and injured 18, authorities said. 
___
Associated Press writers Asim Tanveer in Multan, Pakistan; Adil Jawad in Karachi, Pakistan; and Munir Ahmed in Islamabad contributed to this report.
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Putin's slow response to the Kursk attack could test the patience of some of his backers in Russia
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            Ukrainian soldiers in Eastern Ukraine defended the city of Pokrovsk with heavy artillery on Wednesday as Russian forces advanced toward the critical logistics hub. (AP video shot by Alex Babenko)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an event to mark the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Kursk in World War II at a memorial in the village of Ponyri, near Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 23, 2023. (Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - A destroyed Russian tank sits on a roadside near the town of Sudzha, Russia, in the Kursk region, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Residents shelter in a basement in the Kursk region town of Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin greets an unidentified relative of a seaman who was believed killed aboard the nuclear submarine Kursk at the military base of Vedyayevo, 50 miles (80 kilometers) north of Murmansk, Russia, on Aug. 22, 2000. (AP Photo/POOL, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to acting Gov. Alexei Smirnov of the Kursk region during a videoconference at Putin's Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 8, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian Presdient Vladimir Putin, left, and Nadezhda Shakhatinina, mother of Alexei Nikolayev, a sailor killed in the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk in 2000, stand near Nikolayev's grave in Kursk, about 450 kilometers (285 miles) south of Moscow, on Aug.19, 2003. (AP Photo/Ivan Sekretarev, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures as he talks to journalists before a series of meetings with leaders of seven other former Soviet republics in the Black Sea resort of Yalta, on Aug. 18, 2000. Putin attended the summit despite the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk days earlier. (AP Photo/Alexander Natruskin/Pool, File)
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            FILE - A damaged monument to Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin stands in a central square in the Kursk region town Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Putin's slow response to the Kursk attack could test the patience of some of his backers in Russia

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9

                                    
                                    Ukrainian soldiers in Eastern Ukraine defended the city of Pokrovsk with heavy artillery on Wednesday as Russian forces advanced toward the critical logistics hub. (AP video shot by Alex Babenko)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an event to mark the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Kursk in World War II at a memorial in the village of Ponyri, near Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 23, 2023. (Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - A destroyed Russian tank sits on a roadside near the town of Sudzha, Russia, in the Kursk region, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Residents shelter in a basement in the Kursk region town of Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin greets an unidentified relative of a seaman who was believed killed aboard the nuclear submarine Kursk at the military base of Vedyayevo, 50 miles (80 kilometers) north of Murmansk, Russia, on Aug. 22, 2000. (AP Photo/POOL, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to acting Gov. Alexei Smirnov of the Kursk region during a videoconference at Putin's Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 8, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian Presdient Vladimir Putin, left, and Nadezhda Shakhatinina, mother of Alexei Nikolayev, a sailor killed in the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk in 2000, stand near Nikolayev's grave in Kursk, about 450 kilometers (285 miles) south of Moscow, on Aug.19, 2003. (AP Photo/Ivan Sekretarev, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures as he talks to journalists before a series of meetings with leaders of seven other former Soviet republics in the Black Sea resort of Yalta, on Aug. 18, 2000. Putin attended the summit despite the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk days earlier. (AP Photo/Alexander Natruskin/Pool, File)
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            FILE - A damaged monument to Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin stands in a central square in the Kursk region town Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        A year ago this week, President Vladmir Putin strode onto a stage in the Kursk region to commemorate the 80th anniversary of one of the Soviet army's proudest moments in World War II.
Addressing a rapt audience that included soldiers fresh from fighting in Ukraine, Putin called the decisive victory in the Battle of Kursk "one of the great feats of our people."
Now, as Russia prepares to celebrate the 81st anniversary of that 1943 battle on Friday, Kursk is again in the news -- but for a very different reason.
On Aug. 6, Ukrainian forces made a lightning push into the region, seizing villages, taking hundreds of prisoners and forcing the evacuation of tens of thousands of civilians. Russia was caught unprepared by the offensive and reportedly is drafting conscripts to repel some of Ukraine's most battle-hardened units.
Putin has a history of responding slowly to various crises in his tenure, and he has so far played down the attack. But 2 1/2 years after launching a war in Ukraine to remove what he called a threat to Russia, it is his own country that seems more turbulent.

    


He appeared uneasy at an Aug. 12 televised meeting of security heads about Kursk, cutting off the acting regional governor who had started listing the settlements seized by Ukraine. The president and his officials referred to "the events in the Kursk region" as a "situation," or "provocation."




State media fell into line, showing evacuees queueing for aid or donating blood, as if the events in Kursk were a humanitarian disaster and not the largest attack on Russia since World War II.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In his 24 years in power, Putin has portrayed himself as the only person who can guarantee Russia's security and stability, but that image has suffered since the war began.
Russian cities repeatedly have come under shelling and drone attacks -- including dozens of drones reported downed Wednesday. Mercenary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin launched a brief uprising last year to try to oust his military leaders. Gunmen stormed a Moscow concert hall and killed 145 people in March.

    


The Kremlin has given tacit approval to a wide-ranging purge of Defense Ministry officials, with many facing corruption charges. Lower-level officers also are being arrested on fraud charges, including Lt. Col. Konstantin Frolov, a decorated airborne brigade commander. "I would rather be in Kursk ... than here," he said while being marched in handcuffs into a Moscow police station.
In another reminder that fortunes in Russia can change quickly, authorities started criminal cases against other officials and are seeking to confiscate land from some of the country's wealthiest people in a posh area outside Moscow near a Putin residence.
While state TV drives the still-strong support for Putin despite setbacks like the Kursk incursion, it's harder to gauge the opinions of his key constituency -- Russia's elites.
Putin is dependent on their acquiescence, said Ekaterina Schulmann, a nonresident scholar at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center in Berlin.
"The calculation that's going on in their heads 24/7 is whether the status quo is to their advantage or not," she said.

    


Since the war began, life for those elites -- Putin's inner circle, top bureaucrats, security and military officials, and business leaders -- has gotten worse, not better. While many have been enriched by the war, they have fewer places to spend their money because of Western sanctions.
The question they are asking themselves about Putin, Schulmann said, "is whether the old man is still an asset or already a liability."
Russia's elites could be described as being in a state of "unhappy compliance," said Nigel Gould-Davies, senior fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London. They are discontented with the status quo, he said, but fearful about who would win if there were to be a leadership struggle.
They could be hoping, the analysts said, that Putin's reaction to the events in Kursk fits a pattern in which he is initially slow to respond to a crisis before eventually managing to prevail.

    


It's something seen since his earliest days in power -- starting with the sinking 24 years ago of a nuclear submarine that was named for the Battle of Kursk.
On Aug. 19, 2000, less than a year after Putin became president, the Kursk sank in the Barents Sea after one of its torpedoes exploded, killing all 118 sailors aboard. Putin stayed on vacation early in the crisis -- setting off widespread criticism -- and waited five days before accepting Western offers of help that might have saved some sailors who initially survived the explosion.
Putin also appeared sluggish in responding to the June 2023 uprising by Wagner chief Prigozhin in what became the most serious challenge to his authority yet.
After the mutiny fizzled, Prigozhin initially was allowed to remain free, but Schulmann said Putin eventually "got the last laugh" when the mercenary leader was killed a month later in a still-mysterious crash on his private plane.

    


As the Ukrainian offensive enters its third week, Putin sought to keep to his schedule and even embarked on a two-day trip to Azerbaijan, without mentioning the crisis. On Tuesday he briefly referred to it, promising "to fight those who commit crimes in the Kursk region."
With domestic dissent stifled and with the media firmly under his control, Putin can afford to make the "absolutely cynical" decision to ignore what is happening in the Kursk region, Schulmann said.
Still, Putin's hold on power "is unlikely to be weakened as a result of this humiliation," wrote Eugene Rumer, senior fellow and the director of the Carnegie Russia and Eurasia Program, in a commentary. "The entire Russian political and military establishment is complicit in his war and responsible for this disaster."
The longer the Ukrainian offensive goes on, however, the more military and political challenges it presents.
Russia appears to be struggling to find suitable forces to repel the Ukrainian assault. Despite promising that conscripts wouldn't be sent to the front, Russia is deploying them to the Kursk region with not enough training, according to a human rights group that helps draftees.
Analysts say reserves also are being called up, so that Russia can avoid pulling troops from Ukraine's Donbas region, where Moscow's forces are making slow progress.
The manpower shortage has seen authorities trying to entice Russians to serve by offering large salaries, drafting convicted criminals from prisons and recruiting foreigners inside the country.
As Ukraine presses its offensive, it could become difficult for the Kremlin to ignore the many consequences of the war. A key question, Gould-Davies said, is what happens if Russia's elites conclude that the conflict is "unwinnable or if ... it will never end while Putin is in power."
In Sudzha, a Russian town in the Kursk region now controlled by Ukrainian troops, the suffering of residents was clear. AP reporters on a Ukrainian government-organized trip last week saw shelled buildings, a damaged natural gas pumping station, and elderly residents huddled in basements with their belongings and food -- images similar to what's been seen in Ukraine for the past 29 months.
It's unclear for now whether the second battle of Kursk, like the first one, will become a turning point in the war that Putin launched.
But, Schulmann said, as one of a "series of unfortunate events, it adds up to the impression that things are not going well."
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- India's top court on Tuesday set up a national task force of doctors who will make recommendations on safety of health care workers at their workplace, days after the rape and killing of a trainee doctor that sparked outrage and nationwide protests.
The Supreme Court said the doctors' panel will frame guidelines for ensuring safety and protection of medical professionals and health care workers across the country.
"Protecting safety of doctors and women doctors is a matter of national interest and principle of equality. The nation cannot await another rape for it to take some steps," Chief Justice Dhananjaya Yeshwant Chandrachud said.
Doctors and medics across India have been holding protests, candlelight marches and even temporarily refused care for non-emergency patients since Aug. 9 when the killing in the eastern city of Kolkata, the capital of West Bengal state. The doctors say the assault highlights the vulnerability of health care workers in hospitals and medical campuses across India.

    


The court also asked the federal agency investigating the killing to submit a report on Thursday on the status of its investigation. A police volunteer has been arrested and charged with the crime, but the family of the victim alleges it was a gang rape and more people were involved.




The suspension of work by doctors has affected thousands of patients across India. They are demanding more stringent laws to protect them from violence, including making any attack on on-duty medics an offense without the possibility of bail.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rape and killing of the 31-year-old trainee doctor at Kolkata city's R.G. Kar Medical College and Hospital has also focused rage on the chronic issue of violence against women.
Thousands of people, particularly women, have marched in the streets of Kolkata and other Indian cities demanding justice for the doctor. They say women in India continue to face rising violence despite tough laws that were implemented following the gang-rape and murder of a 23-year-old student on a moving bus in Delhi in 2012.

    


That attack had inspired lawmakers to order harsher penalties for such crimes and set up fast-track courts dedicated to rape cases. The government also introduced the death penalty for repeat offenders.
Despite tougher legislation, sexual violence against women has remained a widespread problem in India.
In 2022, police recorded 31,516 reports of rape -- a 20% jump from 2021, according to the National Crime Records Bureau. 
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Plaything or peril? Brazilian kites are endangering lives and prompting a push for a national ban
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- Two groups of men stood on opposite rooftops perched on a hillside overlooking Rio de Janeiro's Ipanema beach, taunting one another. It was a macho showdown between opponents wielding unlikely weapons -- kites. 
On this July morning in the impoverished neighborhood, they were using taut, sharp-edged kite lines -- known as "cerol" in Portuguese -- to slash their opponents' lines, ripping their kites from the sky. 
Kite fighting has caused horrific injuries and even deaths, and a bill moving through Brazil's Congress is seeking to prohibit the manufacture, sale and use of the razor-sharp lines nationwide, with violators facing one to three years in prison and a hefty fine.
The lines are already outlawed in some congested areas of Brazil, including Rio, but that didn't appear to trouble the men jousting with their kites above Ipanema; indeed, some of those flouting the law were police officers. A couple of them called kites their therapy.
"That's the logic of kite flying: cutting another person's line," said Alexander Mattoso da Silva, a military police officer with bulging, tattooed biceps. He goes by "Jarro" and in 2014 he traveled to France to test his mettle at an international kite festival, where he won the kite-fighting competition.
"We always try to fly the kites in suitable places to not put anyone at risk. There's no risk here, because the kite falls into the woods," Jarro said, pointing to the tree-covered mountain above which the kites were dancing. Still, there were narrow pedestrian alleyways below.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kites have a long history in Brazil and are particularly popular in Rio's favelas, the poor neighborhoods often clinging to the mountains overlooking and surrounding the city, where a cottage industry uses bamboo and tissue paper to produce kites.
For many, kites evoke childhood and light-hearted diversion. And some do fly kites simply to feel the wind's tug upon a harmless cotton string. But attached to cutting lines, kites can be fatal, particularly when sweeping across highways where speeding motorists struggle to spot them.

    


While kite-fighting competitions are held safely in designated areas in countries like France and Chile, in Brazil, its widespread, unregulated use has caused numerous accidents over the years.
To try to fend off the danger, motorcyclists affix thin antenna-like posts equipped with razors at the front of their bikes to snip wayward kite lines. The company that administers one of Rio's main highways regularly hands them out to motorcyclists.
But cases of motorcyclists having a limb severed or throat slit remain common, leading several Brazilian states to pass laws regulating the lines, according to political consulting firm Governmental Radar. The federal bill to outlaw the razor-sharp lines nationwide was approved by Congress' lower house in February, and is now heading toward a Senate vote.
In June, Ana Carolina Silva da Silveira was riding on the back of a motorcycle when a line slashed her neck. 
"I went to the hospital screaming that I didn't want to die," the 28-year-old lawyer said. "I'm really happy that I'm alive."
There's no official data on the number of injuries and deaths nationwide caused by cutting lines. However, since 2019, there have been more than 2,800 reports of illegal use of the lines in Rio state alone, according to the MovRio Institute, a non-profit that runs a hotline. 

    


In Brazil, kites are ubiquitous, with kite flying even recognized as a cultural and historical heritage by legislation passed by Rio's municipal assembly in 2021. Some say kites were brought to Brazil by the country's Portuguese colonizers. But others note they were used in Africa, and that the legendary Palmares community of runaway slaves in the northeast deployed them to warn of danger. 
Kite flying was so popular that kids called school vacations "the time of kites," Luiz Antonio Simas, a historian who specializes in Rio's popular culture, told a packed bar near the Maracana soccer stadium during a lecture on kite history. 
For decades, children filled socks with glass shards and put them on train tracks to be ground up. They mixed the resulting powder with glue to smear on their kite lines, often bloodying their fingers. Artisanal methods have mostly given way to large reels of industrially made lines that are even more efficient at cutting. 
State laws regarding cutting lines differ across Brazil. Rio confines legal use to a few areas, known as "kitedromes," located far from homes, roads and highways, while other states have blanket bans. 
Rio's military police said 10 people were detained between January and July for breaking the city's kite line law. Last week, Rio's municipal guard seized eight reels left behind by a group of fleeing kite-fighters at Recreio dos Bandeirantes beach, a popular site for the sport, it said in an email. 
But many say authorities tend to turn a blind eye. 
"Often, the police don't even stop criminals. Imagine someone flying a kite," said Carlos Magno, president of Rio's association of kite fliers.
In July, Magno traveled to the capital, Brasilia, to lobby lawmakers to reject the bill moving through Congress. It allows competitions, but without the sharp lines he and other kiting aficionados say are essential.
Paulo Telhada, the bill's sponsor in the lower house, says any exceptions would mean more lives and limbs lost. 
"Between life and sports, I'm in favor of life," Telhada told The Associated Press. 

    


Kelly Christina da Silva couldn't agree more. Her son Kevin was killed in 2015 after a kite line caught him in the neck as he rode a motorcycle. Earlier that day, the 23-year-old had signed papers to rent a home for himself and his fiance. 
"My son's life was destroyed. Because of a game," da Silva, 50, said in an interview, her voice cracking as she wiped away tears in Rocha Miranda, a city on Rio's periphery. 
"He already had a wedding planned. ... The money that paid for my son's funeral was the money for the house he was going to live in."
She joined a campaign called "Cerol Kills" urging Rio authorities to enforce the existing law and federal lawmakers to adopt the national ban. 
Magno maintains that cutting lines can be used safely in designated areas, just as guns are at target-shooting ranges.
"It should be banned in the street; we recognize that it's dangerous," he said. "But millions of people practice this sport and hundreds of thousands of people earn a living directly or indirectly from it. So we can't do away with it."

    


In 2020, Leonardo Duraes was riding his motorbike when a razor-sharp line slashed his chin; he got 33 stitches and a deep scar is still visible today.
Even he supports kite championships as long as they are held in suitable places.
"As soon as a situation is inflicting harm, including causing fatal victims, that's when your playtime's over," he said.
--
AP videojournalist Lucas Dumphreys contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-kite-fighting-danger-bill-cutting-lines-c88d815e5c7b13028287ada709f4f5d9
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            The families of Hamas-held hostages and their supporters gathered in Tel Aviv on Monday evening, urging US Secretary of State Antony Blinken to put pressure to finally reach a cease-fire deal and bring their loved ones back.
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            Palestinian officials said on Tuesday that an Israeli airstrike on a school-turned-shelter in Gaza City killed at least 10 people. (Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Qatari Minister of State Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al Khulaifi in Lusail Palace after his arrival in Doha on Tuesday evening. Blinken was visiting fellow mediators Egypt and Qatar as he pressed ahead Tuesday with the latest diplomatic mission to secure a cease-fire in the war in Gaza, even as Hamas and Israel signalled that challenges remain.
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            A protester holds a poster showing Shiri Bibas and her child, Kfir, hostages taken with their family by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip, to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            A protester stands with large cutout photos of slain hostages Yoram Metzger, left, and Haim Peri, center, with hostage Judi Weinstein Haggai, right, as relatives of hostages taken by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken steps out of a vehicle as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Kibbutz Nir Oz shows Avraham Munder, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the death of Avraham Munder while in Hamas captivity. (Kibbutz Nir Oz via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum shows Avraham Munder, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the death of Avraham Munder while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Nadav Popplewell, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Nadav Popplewell while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Yoram Metzger, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yoram Metzger while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Haim Peri, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Haim Peri while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Yagev Buchshtab, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yagev Buchshtab while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Alex Dancyg, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Alex Dancyg while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken walks after arriving at El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken deboards an airplane on arrival, at El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty in El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israeli police officers move a demonstrator blocking a street during a protest, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. People gather to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                    Palestinian officials said on Tuesday that an Israeli airstrike on a school-turned-shelter in Gaza City killed at least 10 people. (Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                    US Secretary of State Antony Blinken met Qatari Minister of State Mohammed bin Abdulaziz Al Khulaifi in Lusail Palace after his arrival in Doha on Tuesday evening. Blinken was visiting fellow mediators Egypt and Qatar as he pressed ahead Tuesday with the latest diplomatic mission to secure a cease-fire in the war in Gaza, even as Hamas and Israel signalled that challenges remain.
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            A protester holds a poster showing Shiri Bibas and her child, Kfir, hostages taken with their family by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip, to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    A protester holds a poster showing Shiri Bibas and her child, Kfir, hostages taken with their family by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip, to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            A protester stands with large cutout photos of slain hostages Yoram Metzger, left, and Haim Peri, center, with hostage Judi Weinstein Haggai, right, as relatives of hostages taken by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                    A protester stands with large cutout photos of slain hostages Yoram Metzger, left, and Haim Peri, center, with hostage Judi Weinstein Haggai, right, as relatives of hostages taken by Hamas militants to the Gaza Strip to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives, in Tel Aviv, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19

                                    
                                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken gestures as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken steps out of a vehicle as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken steps out of a vehicle as he departs for Egypt, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by Kibbutz Nir Oz shows Avraham Munder, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the death of Avraham Munder while in Hamas captivity. (Kibbutz Nir Oz via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum shows Avraham Munder, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the death of Avraham Munder while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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                                    This undated photo provided by the Hostages Families Forum shows Avraham Munder, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, Kibbutz Nir Oz announced the death of Avraham Munder while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Nadav Popplewell, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Nadav Popplewell while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Yoram Metzger, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yoram Metzger while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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                                    This undated photo shows Yoram Metzger, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yoram Metzger while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Haim Peri, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Haim Peri while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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                                    This undated photo shows Haim Peri, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Haim Peri while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Yagev Buchshtab, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yagev Buchshtab while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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                                    This undated photo shows Yagev Buchshtab, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Yagev Buchshtab while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            This undated photo shows Alex Dancyg, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Alex Dancyg while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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                                    This undated photo shows Alex Dancyg, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza. On Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, the Hostages Families Forum announced the death of Alex Dancyg while in Hamas captivity. (The Hostages Families Forum via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken walks after arriving at El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken deboards an airplane on arrival, at El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt//Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, meets with Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty in El-Alamein, Egypt, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Israeli police officers move a demonstrator blocking a street during a protest, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. People gather to honor the memories of six men whose bodies were returned and to call for a deal to release the remaining captives. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                        DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken ended his ninth visit to the Middle East since the war in Gaza began without securing any major breakthrough for a cease-fire deal, warning on Tuesday that "time is of the essence" even as Hamas and Israel signaled that challenges remain.
After meetings in fellow mediating countries Egypt and Qatar, Blinken said that because Israel has accepted a proposal to bridge gaps with the militant group, the focus turns to doing everything possible to "get Hamas on board" and ensure both sides agree to key details on implementation.
"Our message is simple. It's clear and it's urgent," he told reporters before leaving Qatar. "We need to get a cease-fire and hostage agreement over the finish line, and we need to do it now. Time is of the essence."
There has been added urgency after the recent targeted killings of militant leaders of Hamas and Hezbollah in Iran and Lebanon, both attributed to Israel, and vows of retaliation that have sparked fears of a wider regional war.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Blinken visits Gaza mediators in pursuit of cease-fire deal
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on ongoing diplomacy in the Middle East to push for a Gaza ceasefire and hostage release deal.

    


    


Few details have been released about the so-called bridging proposal put forth by the U.S., Egypt and Qatar. Blinken said it is "very clear on the schedule and the locations of (Israeli military) withdrawals from Gaza."




Hamas earlier Tuesday called the latest proposal a reversal of what it had agreed to, accusing the U.S. of acquiescing to new conditions from Israel. There was no immediate U.S. response to that.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Blinken's comments on ending his latest Israel-Hamas peace mission were notably bare of the optimism that Biden administration officials expressed going into his trip, and earlier.
The upbeat tone through much of the spring and summer -- with U.S. officials at times describing a cease-fire and hostage deal as nearer than ever -- reflected necessary messaging, at least in part, said Jonathan Panikoff, director of the Scowcroft Middle East Security Initiative at the Atlantic Council's Middle East Program. 

    


"If they don't project optimism then it won't create ... even the potential for sufficient momentum to keep things going," Panikoff said.
Americans have little alternative to continuing to push Israel and Hamas to agree to a negotiated end to fighting, but it's fundamentally about Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar, who helped mastermind the Oct. 7 attacks, Panikoff said. And they are "the two people that have been, frankly, most skeptical from the beginning" about making peace.
Netanyahu, meanwhile, met with right-wing groups of families of fallen soldiers and hostages in Gaza. The groups, which oppose a cease-fire deal, said he told them Israel will not abandon two strategic corridors in Gaza whose control has been an obstacle in the talks. Netanyahu's office did not comment on their account.
A senior U.S. official rejected as "totally untrue" that Netanyahu had told Blinken that Israel would never leave the Philadelphi and Netzarim corridors. Such statements are "not constructive to getting a cease-fire deal across the finish line," the official said, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss Blinken's private diplomatic talks.

    


Blinken's meetings in Egypt, which borders Gaza, and in Qatar, which hosts some Hamas leaders in exile, came a day after he met Netanyahu. Wide gaps appeared to remain between Israel and Hamas, though angry statements often serve as pressure tactics during negotiations.
Both men have seen their political standing improve at home, as Israelis turn their attention from the war in Gaza to a threatened wider conflict with Iran and Hezbollah, and as Hamas further consolidates Sinwar's leadership of the group. That's lessened the pressure on both to close a deal, Panikoff said.
And while the U.S. could try restricting arms sales to Israel to push it to end the war with Hamas, Panikoff argued that risks making Netanyahu dig in his heels further, instead.
Netanyahu's meeting with the families came as Israel's military said it recovered the bodies of six hostages taken in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that started the war, bringing fresh grief for many Israelis who have long pressed Netanyahu to agree to a cease-fire that would bring remaining hostages home.

    


New protests were held Tuesday. "The longer they're there, the more body bags we get," said one protester, Adi Israeli, in Tel Aviv.
Israel's military said it recovered the six bodies in an overnight operation in southern Gaza, saying they were killed when troops were operating in Khan Younis. Hamas says some captives have been killed in Israeli airstrikes, though returning hostages have talked about difficult conditions, including lack of food or medications.
The recovery of the remains also is a blow to Hamas, which hopes to exchange hostages for Palestinian prisoners, an Israeli withdrawal and a lasting cease-fire.

    


The military said it had identified the remains of Chaim Perry, 80; Yoram Metzger, 80; Avraham Munder, 79; Alexander Dancyg, 76; Nadav Popplewell, 51; and Yagev Buchshtav, 35.
Kibbutz Nir Oz, the farming community where Munder was among around 80 residents seized, said he died after "months of physical and mental torture." Israeli authorities previously determined the other five were dead.
Hamas is still believed to be holding around 110 hostages captured during the Oct. 7 attacks, when militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians. Israeli authorities estimate around a third are dead. Over 100 other hostages were released during last year's cease-fire in exchange for Palestinians imprisoned in Israel.
Israel's retaliatory offensive has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count. The war has caused widespread destruction and forced the vast majority of Gaza's 2.3 million residents to flee their homes, often multiple times. Aid groups fear the outbreak of polio and other diseases.
An Israeli airstrike Tuesday killed at least 12 people at a school-turned-shelter in Gaza City. The Palestinian Civil Defense, first responders operating under the Hamas-run government, said around 700 people had been sheltering at the Mustafa Hafez school. Israel's military said the strike targeted Hamas militants who had set up a command center there.
"We don't know where to go ... or where to shelter our children," said Um Khalil Abu Agwa, a displaced woman.
An Israeli airstrike in Deir al-Balah hit people walking down the street and seven were killed, including a woman and two children, according to an Associated Press journalist who counted the bodies. Another airstrike in central Gaza killed five children and their mother, according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where an AP journalist counted the bodies.
Palestinians displaced by recent Israeli evacuation orders crowded into already teeming areas. One child in Deir al-Balah slept on cardboard as insects flew around his face.
"Are they going to dig the ground and dump us there, or put us on a boat and throw us in the sea? I don't know," said one man, Abu Shady Afana.
___
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press reporters Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Samy Magdy in Cairo, Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington and Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            A Michigan delegate was escorted out of President Joe Biden's speech at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago for holding up "Stop Arming Israel" banner. (AP video: Serkan Gurbuz, Carrie Antlfinger)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters burn a flag near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A demonstrator and a counter protester struggle near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A demonstrators is taken into custody by police police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            People watch from the second floor of a building as police block the street during a demonstration near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A police officer watches a protest near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Election denier Mike Lindell of MyPillow and a demonstrator argue near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11

                                    
                                    Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            Protesters burn a flag near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11

                                    
                                    Protesters burn a flag near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            A demonstrator and a counter protester struggle near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 11

                                    
                                    A demonstrator and a counter protester struggle near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 11 | 
            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Multiple pro-Palestinian demonstrators were arrested Tuesday after clashing with police during a protest that began outside the Israeli consulate and spilled out onto the surrounding streets on the second night of the Democratic National Convention.
The intense confrontations with officers began minutes into the demonstration, after some protesters - many dressed in black, their faces covered - charged at a line of police that had blocked the group from marching. They eventually moved past the officers, but were penned in several times throughout the night by police in riot gear who did not allow protesters to disperse. 
The Chicago chapter of the National Lawyers Guild, which provided legal observers for Tuesday's protests, said at least 72 people were arrested. 
A large portion of the arrests happened at the end of the night, as police pinned the remaining demonstrators - some of whom said they were trying to get home - in a plaza and blocked them from leaving. Police Superintendent Larry Snelling denied that police had "kettled" protesters, a tactic that involves corralling demonstrators in a confined area, which is banned under a federal consent decree.

    


Snelling, who has been present at all major demonstrations during the convention, praised his officers' handling of the protests, calling the response proportional.




"We have people who showed up here to commit acts of violence," he told reporters late Tuesday. "They wanted chaos." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When asked to detail the violent acts, he said the demonstrators walked right into police officers. He declined to give the number of arrests, saying he did not have a final total.
Earlier in the evening, some demonstrators set an American flag on fire in the street as the celebratory roll call for Vice President Kamala Harris took place inside the United Center about 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) away.

    


As protesters regrouped and approached a line of police in riot gear in front of a Chicago skyscraper that houses the Israeli consulate, an officer said into a megaphone, "You are ordered to immediately disperse." A woman in the front of the march shouted back with her own megaphone: "We're not scared of you."
A man in Chicago Bulls hat, his face covered by a balaclava, called on protesters to "shut down the DNC." The group, which is not affiliated with the coalition of over 200 groups that organized Monday's protests, advertised the demonstration Tuesday under the slogan of "Make it great like '68," invoking the anti-Vietnam War protests that seized the city during the 1968 Democratic National Convention.
The atmosphere with rows of police in riot gear was a stark contrast to a day earlier when thousands of pro-Palestinian activists, including families pushing babies in strollers, marched near the convention site calling for a ceasefire. 
Police kept protesters confined to a block of Madison Street, a normally bustling downtown thoroughfare where traffic was halted on both ends Tuesday evening.
Law enforcement had closed down most of the entrances to the building on Tuesday, allowing commuters to come in only one entrance where armed officers were also posted. Many of the building's shops were closed. Martha Hill, a spokeswoman for the Metra commuter rail service, said train service was running as normal.

    


The consulate has been the site of numerous demonstrations since the war in Gaza began in October. It is in a building connected to the Ogilvie Transportation Center, a major commuter rail station.
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Mohammed Ismail, a 29-year-old psychiatry resident who lives in Chicago, described the police presence as "excessive," and questioned why the group had been blocked from marching. He said he joined the protest to urge Democrats to cease funding to Israel.
"It's not right that we're sending our tax money to fund an ongoing slaughter, an ongoing genocide," Ismail said. "We're a part of this conflict because our money is paying for it."
Meanwhile, the sites of demonstrations from the previous night were largely quiet. Thirteen people were arrested during Monday's protests, most them related to a "brief breach" of security fencing "within sight and sound of the United Center," Snelling said.

    


Israel supporters, including some relatives of people kidnapped by Hamas, gathered earlier in the day at a pro-Israel art installation not far from the consulate to call on U.S. leaders to continue backing Israel and pushing for the release of hostages. The art installation included giant milk cartons bearing photos of some of the hostages.
Elan Carr, CEO of the Israeli-American Council, condemned the pro-Palestinian protesters who have descended on Chicago this week, calling them "fringe crazies" and demanding that U.S. leaders "stand unequivocally with the state of Israel."
More protests were planned throughout the week. However, attendance at the main rally on Monday was far below estimates of organizers who had predicted more than 20,000 would show up. 
Snelling said Monday's crowd was around 3,500 people and that the vast majority of those protesters were peaceful.
__
Associated Press journalists Christine Fernando, Mike Pesoli and Serkan Gurbuz contributed to this report. 
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic and Spain's Carlos Alcaraz great each other after the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Spain's Carlos Alcaraz during the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Coco Gauff smiles while speaking to the crowd at the US Open Fan Week at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Spain's Carlos Alcaraz backhands to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Japan's Naomi Osaka celebrates a point during her win over Tunisia's Ons Jabeur at the National Bank Open in Toronto on Wednesday, August 7, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Jelena Ostapenko, of Latvia, prepares to return a serve from Taylor Townsend at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Toronto, Friday Aug. 9, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Jannik Sinner, of Italy, plays a shot to Andrey Rublev, of Russia, during their quarterfinal match at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Montreal, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Coco Gauff smiles while speaking to the crowd at the US Open Fan Week at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Defending champion Novak Djokovic and Carlos Alcaraz wound up on opposite sides of the U.S. Open bracket in Thursday's draw, meaning they could meet in another big final after Wimbledon and the Paris Olympics.
For that to happen, the No. 3-seeded Alcaraz might first have to get through a semifinal against No. 1 Jannik Sinner, whose doping case came to light this week. Sinner tested positive twice for an anabolic steroid in March but was cleared after it was determined the use was unintentional because the banned substance entered his system via a massage from his trainer.
Coco Gauff, who won her first Grand Slam title last year in New York, is seeded No. 3 and opens against Varvara Gracheva of France. Gauff and No. 2 seed Aryna Sabalenka could meet in the semifinals after playing for the trophy in the 2023 final.
The U.S. Open starts Monday and ends on Sept. 8.

    


Djokovic won his men's-record 24th Grand Slam singles title last year in Flushing Meadows and has remained stuck on that total, losing to Sinner in the Australian Open semifinals, withdrawing from the French Open after injuring his right knee and then losing to Alcaraz at the All England Club.




In a rematch at the Paris Games this month, Djokovic beat Alcaraz in a pair of tiebreakers for his first Olympic gold medal.
Djokovic, the No. 2 seed, hasn't played since. Both he and Alcaraz will begin the U.S. Open against players who emerge from this week's qualifying tournament in New York.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sinner plays American Mackie McDonald in the first round. Sinner is a 23-year-old from Italy who won his first Grand Slam title at the Australian Open.
Two past U.S. Open women's champions who missed the tournament last year could face a tough time even getting out of the first round in their return.
Naomi Osaka, who won two of her four major titles in Flushing Meadows and returned this season from maternity leave, opens against No. 10 seed Jelena Ostapenko, the 2017 French Open champion. Bianca Andreescu, the 2019 U.S. Open champion who's dealt with a series of injuries since, was drawn to face No. 5 seed Jasmine Paolini, the runner-up this year at the French Open and Wimbledon.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


Emma Raducanu, the 2021 U.S. Open champion, opens against American Sofia Kenin, the 2020 Australian Open winner, in another first-round matchup of past major champions.

    


Men's first-round matchups of note include No. 13 seed Ben Shelton, an American who reached the semifinals last year, facing 2020 U.S. Open champion Dominic Thiem, who received a wild card into what will be his final Grand Slam tournament before retiring. No. 18 seed Lorenzo Musetti, who reached the Wimbledon semifinals and won an Olympic bronze medal for Italy, plays American Reilly Opelka.
Potential men's quarterfinal matchups could be Sinner vs. 2021 U.S. Open champion Daniil Medvedev, Djokovic vs. No. 6 Andrey Rublev, Alcaraz vs. No. 7 Hubert Hurkacz, and 2020 runner-up Alexander Zverev vs. 2022 runner-up Casper Ruud.
The possible women's quarterfinals are No. 1 Iga Swiatek vs. No. 6 Jessica Pegula, Sabalenka vs. Olympic gold medalist Zheng Qinwen, Gauff vs. two-time major champion Barbora Krejcikova, and 2022 Wimbledon winner 4 Elena Rybakina vs. Paolini.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            FILE - Coco Gauff holds up the championship trophy after defeating Aryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, in the women's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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            Coco Gauff of United States celebrates her victory over Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Coco Gauff of United States returns the ball against Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            United States' Coco Gauff poses for photos as she and the United States team travels along the Seine River in Paris, France, during the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,Pool)
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            United States' Coco Gauff poses with members of the U.S. Team in Paris, France, during the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, Pool)
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            Coco Gauff of the United States reacts during loss to Diana Shnaider of Russia at the National Bank Open in Toronto on Friday, August 9, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Coco Gauff of United States cries as she argues with umpire during her women's singles third round match against Donna Vekic of Croatia, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Coco Gauff of United States returns the ball against Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7

                                    
                                    Coco Gauff of United States returns the ball against Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            United States' Coco Gauff poses for photos as she and the United States team travels along the Seine River in Paris, France, during the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis,Pool)
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            United States' Coco Gauff poses with members of the U.S. Team in Paris, France, during the opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer Olympics, Friday, July 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, Pool)
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            Coco Gauff of the United States reacts during loss to Diana Shnaider of Russia at the National Bank Open in Toronto on Friday, August 9, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Yes, Coco Gauff is a Grand Slam champion. Yes, she's been ranked No. 1 in doubles and No. 2 in singles. Yes, she's already a big star who transcends her sport and was a flag bearer alongside LeBron James at the Paris Olympics ... and has a signature shoe ... and is featured on Wheaties boxes and ... and ... and ... 
And yet, back in New York for Monday's start of the U.S. Open, which she won a year ago for her first major trophy -- the first American teen to do so since Serena Williams in 1999 -- Gauff still occasionally might sound like someone who deals with impostor syndrome. 
Put simply: She does not quite understand what all the fuss is about.
"I just thought I was nobody," Gauff said. "The whole flag bearer thing is still mind-blowing to me. Like, 'Why am I up there?'"
Gauff was popular among other athletes at the Paris Olympics
As she wandered around the athletes village, Gauff often was stopped by other Olympians hoping they could pose with her for a photo.

    


"I'm like, 'Can I get a selfie with you, too?' I just wasn't really expecting this," the Floridian said. "Maybe I just don't get it."
When she was asked less than a month ago for her thoughts on the U.S. Open and its importance to her still-nascent career, Gauff replied: "It hasn't been on my mind." 




Gauff said she was instead focused on the 2024 Games and soaking up that experience fully.
"She's really embraced her star power, kind of," said Jessica Pegula, a top-10 singles player and Gauff's frequent doubles partner, "but at the same time, she's like a kid."
On court vs. off court for Gauff

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The off-court aspects of Gauff's Olympics debut were a huge success: meeting James; collecting pins; the college-style getting to know folks of various backgrounds; chatting at breakfast with athletes such as 100-meter dash gold medalist Noah Lyles. 
"He's probably the most confident (athlete) I ever met in my life," Gauff said, "other than maybe Serena." 

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


The on-court results in France? Not as gratifying. 

    


Gauff exited in the third round of singles after arguing with the chair umpire over a late call, then lost her second match in both women's doubles and mixed doubles.
"I'll try to take the positive out of it," Gauff said, "and do better next time."
Gauff is going through a slump as she goes back to the U.S. Open
With her title defense -- a term she says she doesn't love -- about to begin, Gauff is going through a rough stretch of results.
She was eliminated in the fourth round at Wimbledon while visibly upset at her coach, Brad Gilbert. After the struggles at the Olympics, she moved to the hard courts to prepare for New York and that did not go well: Gauff lost her second match in Toronto and her first in Cincinnati. Her ranking slid from No. 2 to No. 3. 
Hardly the ideal leadup she enjoyed in 2023 by winning 11 of 12 matches and titles at Washington and Cincinnati before arriving at the U.S. Open for her star-making turn.
"She's getting constant attention, all the time, and that's a lot to deal with," said Emma Navarro, who beat Gauff at Wimbledon and was her U.S. teammate at the Olympics. "I have a lot of respect for her and how she handles that." 
It will be fascinating to see how Gauff does when the lights come on in Arthur Ashe Stadium. Her intial opponent is Varvara Gracheva, who lost in the first round the past two years in New York. 

    


"You just don't know -- you don't consciously know -- the expectations that creep into your cells in your body," said Chris Evert, a six-time U.S. Open champion and now an ESPN analyst. "Everybody, from Day 1, has thought about Coco: 'She's the next Serena Williams. She's going to be the next one that dominates.' That stays with you for a long time."
There will be other story lines of interest, from top-ranked Jannik Sinner's recent doping case to defending champion Novak Djokovic's bid for a 25th Grand Slam title to Iga Swiatek and Aryna Sabalenka vying for a second major championship of 2024 to the U.S. men trying to end a 21-year Slam drought.
Gauff could face the most scrutiny of anyone.
"I have a lot more aspirations obviously than just winning one (major)," she said. "I think the start of one just gives you a taste and gives you the belief that you can do it again."

    


___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) -- Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz and an assistant coach will be suspended for the No. 25 Hawkeyes' opener against Illinois State on Aug. 31 over a violation while recruiting quarterback Cade McNamara, according to multiple media outlets.
The Athletic, citing an unidentified source, first reported the suspension of Ferentz and wide receivers coach Jon Budmayr. Iowa football spokesman Matt Weitzel told The Associated Press he could not confirm or deny the report.
It was unclear whether the NCAA or Iowa imposed the suspensions.
Ferentz is beginning his 26th season at Iowa, where his 196 wins rank third all-time among Big Ten coaches. The Hawkeyes have won 10 games three of the past five seasons and reached the Big Ten championship game last year.
McNamara started 16 of 21 games for Michigan before he transferred to Iowa before the 2023 season. He started the first five games before a knee injury ended his season. McNamara is battling Northwestern transfer Brendan Sullivan for the starting job this year.
Ferentz is scheduled to meet with reporters Thursday afternoon.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ZANDVOORT, Netherlands (AP) -- Heading into his 200th career Formula 1 race, Max Verstappen is clear he doesn't want to stick around for No. 400. 
At the age of 26, Verstappen is the youngest F1 driver to reach the 200-race milestone, and he's doing it in front of his home crowd at the Dutch Grand Prix on Sunday.
"No," Verstappen said bluntly, when asked Thursday if he could imagine another 200 F1 races -- equivalent to just over eight more seasons -- in his future. 
"So we passed halfway for sure, but it's been already of course an incredible ride," he added. "It doesn't feel like 200, but of course we're doing a lot of races now in a year, so you add them quite quickly."
No driver has yet reached 400 races in F1, though Aston Martin's 43-year-old Fernando Alonso is set to mark his 395th race weekend at the Dutch Grand Prix.
Three-time defending champion Verstappen has a contract with Red Bull through 2028 and isn't about to retire any time soon, but he seems unwilling to follow the example of Lewis Hamilton, who will turn 40 next year as he switches from Mercedes to Ferrari and is heading into his 347th race on Sunday.

    


One factor for Verstappen that could sway an eventual decision is the detail of the new F1 regulations being introduced for 2026.




"Of course, '28 is still very far away," he said. "I'm not thinking about a new contract at the moment. I just want to see how it goes, also see the new regulations first, you know, if it's fun or not. And then even in '26, '27, there's a lot of time to decide what happens. So I just keep everything open. But yeah, I'm quite easygoing about it." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Verstappen has been in F1 since making his debut at the record age of just 17 in 2015 with Red Bull's junior team Toro Rosso. A keen online racer, Verstappen said he'd be interested in trying other real-life race series, as long as they're less demanding than F1's record 24-race schedule

    


"Once I stop in Formula 1, I would like to do other stuff a bit more," he said. "Relaxed, less races in general, but with relaxed I mean that you have also a bit more (time at) home, because I know that once I compete in something, of course I want to be good. I want to win. But let's see what opportunities will come by."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            Stephen Nedoroscik is leaning into his newfound stardom as a geeky, bespectacled, Rubik's-Cube-solving video gamer who just won two bronze medals at the Paris Olympics. "It's still just surreal to me," he told The Associated Press. (AP video: Ahmed Hatem)
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            Stephen Nedoroscik, of the United States, celebrates after winning the bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics individual pommel finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Stephen Nedoroscik, of the United States, celebrates during the men's artistic gymnastics individual pommel finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, reacts after the pommel horse during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, performs on the pommel during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Team USA from left to right Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, celebrate their bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Stephen Nedoroscik, of the United States, competes during the men's artistic gymnastics individual pommel finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8

                                    
                                    Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, performs on the pommel during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 8 | 
            Team USA from left to right Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, celebrate their bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8

                                    
                                    Team USA from left to right Brody Malone, Asher Hong, Fred Richard, Paul Juda and Stephen Nedoroscik, of United States, celebrate their bronze medal during the men's artistic gymnastics team finals round at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 8 | 
            Stephen Nedoroscik, of the United States, competes during the men's artistic gymnastics individual pommel finals at Bercy Arena at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fresh off the Olympics, U.S. breakout star and medalist Stephen Nedoroscik -- better known to the internet as "Pommel Horse Guy" -- will compete on the upcoming season of "Dancing With the Stars."
The casting was announced on Thursday's episode of ABC's "Good Morning America." Nedoroscik is the first celebrity contestant named for the season, which premieres Sept. 17 on ABC and Disney+. He's also the first male gymnast to compete, "Good Morning America" co-host Robin Roberts said.
"I want to bring some of that gymnastics, maybe a backflip or handstand," Nedoroscik said on the morning show. "I want to have fun with it."
The 25-year-old picked up two bronze medals in Paris, helping the American men's team earn its first Olympic medal in 16 years in addition to finishing third in his individual event. He became a viral star thanks to memes of his preparation before competing -- no, he was not asleep -- and of his Superman-like transformation before hitting the floor (he takes his glasses off, just like Clark Kent).

    


"The memes are hilarious and I'm loving them all," the Penn State engineering graduate told The Associated Press in Paris.




The newest season of "Dancing With the Stars" will be the show's 33rd. It's co-hosted by Alfonso Ribeiro and Julianne Hough, and judged by Carrie Ann Inaba, Bruno Tonioli and Derek Hough. The rest of the celebrity cast will be announced at a later date, ABC said in a release. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As for the iconic glasses that are indelibly part of Nedoroscik's look? 
"I might have fun with it. I'm scared they'll fly off, that's the thing," Nedoroscik, who has an eye condition called coloboma, told the hosts. "Maybe we could do a gadget, keep them on? Maybe a new pair of glasses, match the theme?"
___
For more coverage of the Paris Olympics, visit https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games. 
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            FILE - Washington Commanders wide receiver Jahan Dotson (1) works out during NFL football training camp, Monday, July 29, 2024, in Ashburn, Va. (AP Photo/Nick Wass, File)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- The Philadelphia Eagles acquired wide receiver Jahan Dotson and a fifth-round pick in the 2025 draft from the Washington Commanders for a third-round pick and two seventh-round picks from the 2025 draft in a rare deal between the NFC East rivals on Thursday.
Dotson, a first-rounder out of Penn State in 2022, is one of several high draft picks from the previous regime under Ron Rivera who did not look to be part of the long-term plan moving forward with new general manager Adam Peters and coach Dan Quinn. 
Washington's first-round selections in 2023, cornerback Emmanuel Forbes, and 2021, linebacker Jamin Davis, have also been buried on the depth chart.
The Commanders could have a roster turnover of more than 50% when the season opens.
Dotson had 49 receptions for 518 yards and four touchdowns last season and should serve in Philadelphia as the No. 3 receiver behind A.J. Brown and DeVonta Smith.

    


The 5-foot-11 Dotson brings needed speed and explosiveness and fills a dire need as that third option. 
The Eagles had tried a combination of receivers in camp that included Britain Covey, and Johnny Wilson but it was clear a more reliable option was needed.




"I think it's been an awesome battle for this receiver room," Eagles offensive coordinator Kellen Moore said this week. "Obviously A.J. and DeVonta have done an excellent job. I think we have got a really fun group of different skillsets, and they have all been able to highlight those skillsets and it's a really fun process for the guys."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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NWSL reaches new collective bargaining agreement that adds more money for players, ends draft
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                    FILE - Orlando Pride forward Barbra Banda, left, goes up for the ball against Seattle Reign defender Lauren Barnes (3) during the first half of an NWSL soccer match, Sunday, May 19, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The National Women's Soccer League and its players have reached a deal on a broad new collective bargaining agreement that eliminates the annual college draft, guarantees all contracts and raises minimum salaries. 
The decision to do away with the draft and the expansion draft will allow young players greater flexibility in where they play. The move makes the NWSL the first major professional sports league in the United States to eliminate the draft.
"The draft is an antiquated model that empowers teams to decide for players instead of players deciding for themselves," NWSLPA President Tori Huster said in a statement. "Now, players can choose the team environment that fits their needs and maximizes their opportunities. Teams will need to step up to create environments that appeal to players."
The agreement extends the current contract with the NWSLPA to 2030. The minimum salary will rise from $48,500 in 2025 to $82,500 in 2030, the last year of the new CBA. There is no maximum limit. 

    


The contract includes a base salary cap, which rises from $3.3 million in 2025 to $5.1 million in 2030, and a supplement based on the prior year's media and sponsorship revenue. The NWSLPA will have audit rights to ensure the revenue sharing provision. 




The deal also allows unrestricted free agency -- previously attained only after five years in the league -- and guarantees all contracts. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The long-term labor deal comes as the NWSL is experiencing dramatic growth. A new media rights deal with CBS Sports, ESPN, Amazon Prime Video and Scripps Sports put the league in front of more viewers this season. 
A new standard for team valuations was set this summer when controlling interest in Los Angeles-based Angel City was sold for $250 million to Walt Disney Co. CEO Bob Iger and USC journalism and communication school dean Willow Bay.
The new CBA also requires player consent for all trades, both within the NWSL and to other teams and leagues, something that gives players greater control over where they play. That brings the NWSL in line with FIFA transfer rules. 

    


Mental health services and mental health leave policies, already in place, will be broadened. The new deal also puts emphasis on workload management, setting minimum standards for charter flights, mandating a midseason break and ensuring an offseason of at least 28 days. 
Team medical and training staffs will also increase.
"The NWSL prioritized terms to ensure that the league can attract, develop and retain the most talented players in the world," Chief Sporting Director Tatjana Haenni said. "Soccer is a uniquely global game with roots in every country, and the new CBA allows us to offer the world's most elite training and playing environment, giving players the ability to succeed at the top national and international competitions."
The league said nearly all end-of-season competition bonuses -- such as those awarded for the NWSL Shield and Championship and the Golden Boot -- will double beginning in 2027. The bonus for the NWSL's Most Valuable Player award will quadruple.

    


The current CBA, negotiated in 2022, was set to expire after the 2026 season. The new agreement was approved by players on July 30. 
"Given our vision to be the best league in the world, we determined that this was the right time to align with global standards and achieve long term labor peace," NWSL Commissioner Jessica Berman said. "Our new agreement revolutionizes the game, raises standards, and innovates the business."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Aaron Rodgers' next snap in a game for the New York Jets will come almost exactly a year since his last.
Coach Robert Saleh announced Thursday that Rodgers and the rest of the Jets' starters will not play in the preseason finale against the Giants on Saturday night.
The 40-year-old Rodgers tore his left Achilles tendon on his fourth snap in his debut with the Jets last year on Sept. 11 against Buffalo. He said Tuesday he didn't "really have a preference" as to whether he played in the preseason finale, which will be the Jets' final dress rehearsal before the opener at San Francisco on Sept. 9.
With Saleh's decision, none of the Jets' projected starters will have played in any of the preseason games.
"This year, we've had three different scrimmages," Saleh said, "and I feel like the amount of work we got in has been very productive."

    


Rodgers is healthy and had a standout training camp, showing no signs of the injury. Saleh also said the four-time NFL MVP has shown "plenty" of mobility.
"I feel good about where I'm at with my body and what I've kind of put together," Rodgers said Tuesday.




Rodgers said training camp this summer was "much harder this year and maybe the hardest in the last seven or eight of my career."
As of earlier this week, Rodgers said Saleh told him the starters had gotten about 300 more snaps than they did at that time last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Saleh said his decision to not play any of his projected starters had nothing to do with concerns over potential injuries.
"You can get hurt at practice," he said. "You can get hurt brushing your teeth, for crying out loud. This has everything to do with whether or not we're preparing ourselves properly and not just looking at checking the old coach's box: 'Ah, I feel good about it. We got to go play.'
"Does it really help us in Week 1? We've played them in the past and this whole offseason, we've taken a different approach to how we're preparing our guys for Week 1 and hopefully it pans out."

    


Saleh told reporters before the teams' joint practice Wednesday he decided whether to play the first-teamers but wouldn't divulge the plan because he hadn't yet told the players. He said Thursday he thought the extended work the starters and key backups got in three joint practices with Washington, Carolina and the Giants was more valuable than what they might get in the preseason finale.
Rodgers and the starters played two series last year in the preseason finale against the Giants. Rodgers connected with Garrett Wilson for a touchdown on the Jets' second possession.
"Different reasons last year as compared to this year," Saleh said. "I'm not going to get into those, but I feel like we've gotten so much work done, so much good work with three quality opponents over the course of three weeks."
Saleh said rookie Adrian Martinez, last season's UFL MVP, will get the start against the Giants and fellow rookie Andrew Peasley will play the second half -- meaning Tyrod Taylor, Rodgers' veteran backup, also will sit.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            FILE - Chelsea's Raheem Sterling makes an attempt to score during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Fulham at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE - Chelsea owner Todd Boehly looks dejected after losing the English Carabao League Cup Final soccer match between Liverpool and Chelsea , at Wembley Stadium , London, England, Sunday Feb. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland, File)
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            FILE - Chelsea's head coach Enzo Maresca reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Manchester City at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, England, Sunday, Aug, 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland, File)
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            FILE - Real Madrid's Eder Militao, right, and Barcelona's Joao Felix challenge for the ball during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Barcelona at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, April 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Breton, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            FILE - Belgium's Romelu Lukaku is challenged by Aurelien Tchouameni of France and William Saliba of France during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)
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            FILE - Chelsea owner Todd Boehly looks dejected after losing the English Carabao League Cup Final soccer match between Liverpool and Chelsea , at Wembley Stadium , London, England, Sunday Feb. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland, File)
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            FILE - Chelsea's head coach Enzo Maresca reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Chelsea and Manchester City at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, England, Sunday, Aug, 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Shopland, File)
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            FILE - Belgium's Romelu Lukaku is challenged by Aurelien Tchouameni of France and William Saliba of France during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru, File)
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                                        In the years to come, the experiment unfolding at Chelsea under their American investors will be a fascinating case study about running a soccer club.
Because no one in England or beyond has ever seen anything like what has been happening at Stamford Bridge over the last two years.
Just take this in: Chelsea has spent nearly $1.3 billion on 39 players across five transfer windows since a consortium fronted by Los Angeles Dodgers part-owner Todd Boehly and Clearlake Capital bought the Premier League club from its long-time owner, Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich, for $3.2 billion in May 2022.
Throw in the club having four different full-time managers in this period -- plus another coach on a temporary basis -- and the revolving door at Chelsea, a six-time English champion and two-time European champion, simply hasn't stopped spinning.

    


"It's not a mess like it looks from the outside," Enzo Maresca, the latest Chelsea manager, said Wednesday as he attempted to explain the wisdom behind taking the number of players in the squad to 43 by signing two wingers -- Pedro Neto and Joao Felix -- for a combined $130 million over the past week.




This while already having five wingers in the squad, including one -- Mykhailo Mudryk -- signed for more than $100 million just last year and another -- Raheem Sterling -- who was the first signing of this unprecedented two-year trolley dash for nearly $60 million.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sterling has been stripped of his squad number following the arrival of Neto and is one of around 20 players "training apart," Maresca said. Among them is striker Romelu Lukaku, signed three years ago for a then-club record of $135 million, and goalkeeper Kepa Arrizabalaga, the world's most expensive keeper signed for $92 million.
Not much seemingly makes sense in Chelsea's brave new era that has so far brought underwhelming Premier League finishes in 12th and then sixth place last season.

    


"It's been a crazy one to follow so far," Dr. Dan Plumley, sports finance expert at Sheffield Hallam University, told The Associated Press, "and it shows no sign of slowing down."
Plumley said the Chelsea owners' initial "aggressive" play in the transfer market to overhaul the squad was not unexpected, even if spending $280 million in the summer of 2022, $350 million in January 2023 and more than $400 million in the offseason of that year was unprecedented for a soccer club. In the current window, the outlay is more than $250 million on 10 players.
"You are thinking, 'That's the initial burst but now you have to rein it in a little bit,'" Plumley said in a phone interview. "But they seem to be carrying on, which raises a few question marks around what the actual strategy is there and what are the owners looking to do."
With their background in private equity and venture capital, Boehly and Clearlake are coming at soccer ownership very differently and have moved the goalposts in their efforts when dealing with the sport's financial fair-play constraints.
They've typically given contracts of seven-to-nine years to new signings to spread "amortization" costs of transfer fees across the whole deal. That prompted UEFA and then the Premier League to tighten their rules, and it's a risky strategy as a whole because it leaves Chelsea extremely vulnerable if the players recruited prove to be flops and can't be moved on.

    


They've focused on selling homegrown or academy players, essentially because they can be sold for pure profit in the annual accounts which facilitates the purchase of other more high-profile players on amortized deals. Hence the departures of Conor Gallagher, the team's vice-captain last season, this week and those of youngsters like Ian Maatsen, Lewis Hall and Omari Hutchinson late in the last financial year to balance the books in a way some find unseemly.
According to the most recent accounts, Chelsea's owners reportedly sold two hotels at Stamford Bridge to another company they own -- a deal that is being scrutinized by the Premier League. They've also been looking at selling a stake in their successful women's team to raise money.

    


Plumley said Chelsea's strategy has left the club "very close ... if not over" the limit of the Premier League's profit and sustainability regulations. That might mean the team is liable to potential future points deductions, as suffered by Everton and Nottingham Forest last season.
It doesn't help Chelsea that it isn't currently in the lucrative men's Champions League, which deprives the club of approaching $100 million a season.
"It was high-risk at the start and it's still high-risk now," Plumley said of the methods of Chelsea's owners. "There's a whole manner of things that could create problems down the road."
In the short term, however, the biggest problem lies at the door of Maresca, an inexperienced manager who has to deal with a bloated squad containing an increasing number of frustrated players who Chelsea is keen to offload, such as established internationals Lukaku, Sterling and Ben Chilwell.

    


"I'm working with 21 players. The other 15 or 20, they are training apart," Maresca said. "They are Chelsea players, but they are not working with me. I don't see them."
So much for creating a strong squad dynamic in a season that started with a 2-0 loss to Manchester City on Sunday and will continue in the Premier League on Sunday with a trip to Wolverhampton.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Lord's, the home of cricket, will host a women's test match for the first time in 2026
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                    FILE - Lords Cricket ground as England play India in the First Test in London, July, 24, 2011. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Lord's will stage a women's test match for the first time when England hosts India at the home of cricket in 2026.
The storied London venue has hosted England Women's games in the limited-overs formats in each of the last three seasons but never a test match.
It has yet to be announced whether the test will be a four or five-day match.
"Young girls playing up and down the country can now aspire to play test match cricket at the home of cricket," said former England player Claire Taylor, chair of the Marylebone Cricket Club's cricket committee. "It is a clear demonstration that cricket is a game for all."
Richard Gould, chief executive of the England and Wales Cricket Board, said it will be a "truly special occasion, and one of real significance for the game."
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            FILE - Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton (2) passes against California during the Independence Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 16, 2023, in Shreveport, La. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)
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            FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) runs for a first down against California during the second half half of the Independence Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 16, 2023, in Shreveport, La. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)
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            FILE - Texas Tech head coach Joey McGuire answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, file)
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            FILE - Texas Tech head coach Joey McGuire answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, file)
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                                        LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) -- Behren Morton enters the season as Texas Tech's starting quarterback for the first time, while coach Joey McGuire once again hopes an injury doesn't force a long-term need for the backup.
It's been seven years since the Red Raiders made it through their schedule unscathed at the most important position.
Morton was among the injured last year as Tyler Shough's replacement, playing through a shoulder issue that led the coaching staff to shut him down early in spring practice while declaring him the starter.
That was April. Now, Morton is most of the way through fall camp in preparation for the opener Aug. 31 at home against Abilene Christian.
"This is my favorite camp by far," Morton said. "Being the guy and having full control of the offense has been great. The shoulder's 100%. I'm not missing a rep. Feel really good."

    


Shough never played more than seven games in any of the three seasons he entered as the starter for the Red Raiders. The former Oregon QB transferred to Louisville and is the projected starter there.
Alan Bowman missed multiple weeks each of the three years before Shough, which means Texas Tech goes all the way back to Nic Shimonek in 2017 for the last time the same QB played all 12 regular-season games (Shimonek was the starter in a bowl game that year as well).




McGuire has named West Georgia transfer Cameran Brown the backup, and hinted the Red Raiders might find ways to use the dual-threat QB regardless of Morton's health.
Don't forget the run game

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tahj Brooks decided to return for a final season after rushing for 1,538 yards in 2023. He is 1,167 yards shy of Byron Hanspard's school record of 4,219 yards from 1994-96.
While Brooks downplayed the role of money from endorsements and name, image and likeness as the reason for a return, he acknowledged that NFL feedback had him going anywhere from the fifth round of the draft to not getting drafted at all.

    


"I feel like I can come back and be a better Tahj Brooks than I was last year," Brooks said. "I can put more film on tape, and we can go win games and hopefully win a Big 12 championship."
Conference shuffling
The Red Raiders aren't in a conference with rival Texas for the first time since 1960, when Texas Tech joined the Southwest Conference. Texas and Oklahoma have moved to the Southeastern Conference.
All but two of the losses in two seasons under McGuire have come before November, which the first-time college head coach figures has to change with the Red Raiders believing they can win the Big 12 as Arizona, Arizona State, Utah and Colorado join to make it a 16-team league.
"That's the question we've been searching throughout this offseason because we played well at home and we played well late," McGuire said. "To get to a fast start, the great thing is we've got five of our first seven games are in Lubbock, Texas, and everybody knows it is a really tough place to play."
Stud recruit
Receiver Micah Hudson, who is from Temple in Central Texas, is a 6-foot freshman with a lot of hype and expected to play right away. 
"The ceiling for him, there's not one," Morton said. "I'm trying to help him the best I can. It's a complex offense. Every day is a new 60-play playbook."

    


McGuire has noticed the prodding, and lack of coddling.
"Behren has been extremely demanding with Micah," McGuire said. "It's fun to watch the interaction in practice. Talking about maturity level, most freshmen could not handle the starting quarterback in their face, saying, 'This is what was called. This is what we have,' and respond the way he does."
The schedule
The Red Raiders are 3-8 on the road under McGuire, which means visits to No. 21 Arizona, TCU and Iowa State in a four-game stretch starting in early October could go a long way toward determining Texas Tech's title hopes.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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US Open 2024: Coco Gauff, Iga Swiatek and Aryna Sabalenka are among the women to watch

    US Open 2024: Coco Gauff, Iga Swiatek and Aryna Sabalenka are among the women to watch

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Iga Swiatek of Poland returns the ball against Qinwen Zheng of China during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Aryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, hits a return to Amanda Anisimova, of the United States, at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Toronto, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Coco Gauff of United States celebrates her victory over Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy returns the ball against Anna Karolina Schmiedlova of Slovakia during the men's single tennis competition at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, lifts her trophy following her women's singles win at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Toronto, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            China's Zheng Qinwen kisses her gold medal after defeating Croatia's Donna Vekic in the Women's Singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Iga Swiatek of Poland returns the ball against Qinwen Zheng of China during their women's semifinals match at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Thursday, Aug. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Aryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, hits a return to Amanda Anisimova, of the United States, at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Toronto, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Coco Gauff of United States celebrates her victory over Ajla Tomljanovic of Australia during the women's singles tennis competition, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, July 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy returns the ball against Anna Karolina Schmiedlova of Slovakia during the men's single tennis competition at the Roland Garros stadium, at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Tuesday, July 30, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, lifts her trophy following her women's singles win at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Toronto, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (Frank Gunn/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            China's Zheng Qinwen kisses her gold medal after defeating Croatia's Donna Vekic in the Women's Singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Here are some of the women to watch at the U.S. Open, which starts in New York on Monday (money-line odds are via BetMGM Sportsbook ):
Iga Swiatek
Ranking: 1
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Poland
Age: 23
2024 Record: 50-6
2024 Titles: 5
Career Titles: 22
Grand Slam Titles: 5 -- U.S. Open (2022), French Open (2020, 2022, 2023, 2024)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-Lost in 4th Round, 2022-Won Championship, 2021-4th, 2020-3rd, 2019-2nd
Aces: Was upset in the Paris Olympics semifinals but rebounded to win the bronze medal -- and wasn't quite sure how to feel about that. ... Has been ranked No. 1 for nearly every week since April 2022. ... Is 5-0 in Grand Slam finals after winning her fourth French Open in five years in June. ... Voted WTA Player of the Year in 2023 for second season in a row; Serena Williams was the last to get that honor consecutively, in 2012-15.

    


She Said It: "There's like a lot of mixed emotions and still is."
Read All About It: Swiatek has a hard time processing what happened at the Paris Olympics
Odds Are: +350
Aryna Sabalenka
Ranking: 2
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Belarus
Age: 26
2024 Record: 39-11
2024 Titles: 2




Career Titles: 15
Grand Slam Titles: 2 -- Australian Open (2023, 2024)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-Runner-Up, 2022-SF, 2021-SF, 2020-2nd, 2019-2nd
Aces: A semifinalist or better in each of her past three trips to the U.S. Open. ... Arrives in New York after winning a hard-court title at the Cincinnati Open, where she defeated Iga Swiatek in the semifinals. ... Missed Wimbledon because of a shoulder injury and decided to skip the Olympics. ... Won the past two Australian Open titles. ... Listed as the money-line favorite in New York. ... Briefly ranked No. 1 last season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She Said It: "I mean, definitely Grand Slams -- that's the goal for everyone. And definitely, everyone feels the pressure."

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


Read All About It: Sabalenka's first major championship was about persistence

    


Odds Are: +250
Coco Gauff
Ranking: 3
Career-Best Ranking: 2
Country: United States
Age: 20
2024 Record: 36-13
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 7
Grand Slam Titles: 1 -- U.S. Open (2023)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-W, 2022-QF, 2021-2nd, 2020-1st, 2019-3rd
Aces: Won her first Grand Slam title at the U.S. Open last year -- the first American teenager to triumph there since Serena Williams in 1999. ... Claimed her first major doubles trophy at the French Open in June, teaming with Katerina Siniakova. ... Entered last year's U.S. Open on a terrific run that included hard-court tiles at Washington and Cincinnati. But has been in a bit of a slump lately, with losses in the fourth round at Wimbledon, third round at the Olympics, second match in Toronto and first match in Cincinnati.
She Said It: "I'll try to take the positive out of it and do better next time."
Read All About It: Gauff's first Slam trophy came at the U.S. Open at age 19
Odds Are: +600
Jasmine Paolini
Ranking: 5
Career-Best Ranking: 5 
Country: Italy
Age: 28
2024 Record: 31-14
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 2
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Runner-Up, French Open (2024), Wimbledon (2024)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-1st, 2022-1st, 2021-2nd, 2020-1st, 2019-Did Not Play

    


Aces: Just a 1-4 career record at the U.S. Open. ... Enjoying a surprising year given her career until now, with appearances in the finals at both the French Open and Wimbledon. ... Her first 16 Grand Slam appearances resulted in losses in the first or second round. She ended that rut by making it to the fourth round at the Australian Open in January. ... Teamed with Sara Errani to win a gold medal for Italy in women's doubles at the Paris Olympics.
She Said It: "These last months have been crazy for me." 
Read All About It: Paolini wins Wimbledon's longest semifinal to reach a 2nd Slam final
Odds Are: +1800
Jessica Pegula
Ranking: 6
Career-Best Ranking: 3
Country: United States
Age: 30
2024 Record: 29-10 
2024 Titles: 2
Career Titles: 6
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Quarterfinals, Australian Open (2021, 2022, 2023), French Open (2022), Wimbledon (2023), U.S. Open (2022)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-4th, 2022-QF, 2021-3rd, 2020-3rd, 2019-1st
Aces: Is 0-6 in Grand Slam quarterfinals, including a loss at that stage in New York in 2022. ... All six of her career titles came at hard-court tournaments, including at Toronto this month. ... She followed that up by getting to the final at the Cincinnati Open before losing to Aryna Sabalenka. ... Has been ranked No. 1 in doubles. 

    


She Said It: "I always feel comfortable on hard courts."
Read All About It: Pegula keeps coming close at Grand Slam tournaments
Odds Are: +1100
Zheng Qinwen
Ranking: 7
Career-Best Ranking: 7
Country: China
Age: 21
2024 Record: 25-13 
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 3
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Runner-Up, Australian Open (2024)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-QF, 2022-3rd, 2021-DNP, 2020-DNP, 2019-DNP
Aces: A rising star who really has made a breakthrough this season, highlighted by a run to her first Grand Slam final at the Australian Open in January and the triumph at the Paris Olympics in August that gave her the biggest title of her young career. ... Victory over Iga Swiatek in the Summer Games semifinals ended the four-time French Open champ's 25-match unbeaten run at Roland Garros.

    


She Said It: "After this gold medal, I feel, finally, I can play tennis more relaxed."
Read All About It: Zheng Qinwen wins China's 1st Olympic singles tennis gold
Odds Are: +1600
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        YUNQUERA, Spain (AP) -- Ben O'Connor turned the Spanish Vuelta on its head Thursday when the Australian rider grabbed a huge lead with a commanding victory of the hilly sixth stage.
O'Connor claimed the red leader's jersey from Primoz Roglic and jumped 4 minutes, 51 seconds ahead of the three-time Vuelta winner.
"I did feel a little bit like I was in my own world today," O'Connor said about his fine day on the bike. "I seized my opportunity and laid it all out there. It is pretty special when you can pretty much crush it from the start."
O'Connor, a rider for Decathlon-AG2R La Mondiale Team, dropped his fellow breakaway riders and then powered through the final 28 kilometers (17 miles) on a solo run that took him over two category three climbs under a baking sun. He completed the 185.5-kilometer (115-mile) route from Jerez de la Frontera to Yunquera in southern Spain in 4 hours, 28 minutes.

    


The next rider, Marco Frigo, crossed over 4:30 minutes later, and the peloton, including Roglic of Red Bull-BORA hansgrohe, finished over 6:30 minutes later.
Joao Almeida, who is third overall at 4:59 behind, replied "of course" when asked if he's worried.




"O'Connor is not just any other rider. It is going to be tough to reel in those five minutes he has," said Almeida of UAE Team Emirates.
The victory gave the 28-year-old O'Connor stage wins at all three Grand Tours. He won a stage at the 2021 Tour de France, when he also finished cycling's elite race fourth overall, and the 2020 Giro d'Italia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's an excellent opportunity, and I am just going to savor it is as much as I can," O'Connor said about his chances of winning the three-week race.
Friday's seventh stage is a hilly 180.5-kilometer (112-mile) jaunt from Archidona to Cordoba.
The 21-stage race finishes in Madrid on Sept. 8.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            Jannik Sinner, of Italy, plays a shot to Andrey Rublev, of Russia, during their quarterfinal match at the National Bank Open tennis tournament in Montreal, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (Graham Hughes/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Spain's Carlos Alcaraz backhands to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic kisses his gold medal after defeating Spain's Carlos Alcaraz in the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. Djokovic has won his first Olympic gold medal by beating Alcaraz 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2) in the 2024 Games men's tennis singles final. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, returns a shot to Spain's Alejandro Davidovich Fokina during their second round match at the National Bank Open tennis tournament, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            United States' Ben Shelton reacts after winning a game against Kazakhstan's Alexander Bublik during the first round of the National Bank Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            FILE - Dominic Thiem, of Austria, holds up the championship trophy after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, in the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships in New York, Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020. The 2024 U.S. Open begins Monday, Aug. 26. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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            Spain's Carlos Alcaraz backhands to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic kisses his gold medal after defeating Spain's Carlos Alcaraz in the men's singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium during the 2024 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. Djokovic has won his first Olympic gold medal by beating Alcaraz 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2) in the 2024 Games men's tennis singles final. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, returns a shot to Spain's Alejandro Davidovich Fokina during their second round match at the National Bank Open tennis tournament, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024, in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            United States' Ben Shelton reacts after winning a game against Kazakhstan's Alexander Bublik during the first round of the National Bank Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024 in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            FILE - Dominic Thiem, of Austria, holds up the championship trophy after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, in the men's singles final of the U.S. Open tennis championships in New York, Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020. The 2024 U.S. Open begins Monday, Aug. 26. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Here are some of the men to watch at the U.S. Open, which starts in New York on Monday (money-line odds via BetMGM Sportsbook ):
Jannik Sinner
Ranking: 1
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Italy
Age: 23
2024 Record: 48-5
2024 Titles: 5
Career Titles: 15
Grand Slam Titles: 1 -- Australian Open (2024)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-Lost in the 4th Round, 2022-QF, 2021-4th, 2020-1st, 2019-1st
Aces: Sinner tested positive twice for a banned anabolic steroid in March but wasn't suspended because a panel determined he didn't use the drug intentionally and instead was exposed to it by his physiotherapist. ... Won the Cincinnati Open tuneup in August. ... Rose to No. 1 in June. ... Won his first Grand Slam title at the Australian Open in January. ... The U.S. Open is the only major where he's never been to the semifinals.
He Said It: "I will now put this challenging and deeply unfortunate period behind me." 

    


Read All About It: Sinner avoids suspension after two positive doping tests
Odds Are: +200
Novak Djokovic
Ranking: 2
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Serbia
Age: 37
2024 Record: 29-7
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 99
Grand Slam Titles: 24 -- U.S. Open (4: 2011, 2015, 2018, 2023), Australian Open (10: 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023), French Open (3: 2016, 2021, 2023), Wimbledon (7: 2011, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022) 




Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-Won Championship, 2022-Did Not Play, 2021-Runner-Up, 2020-4th, 2019-4th

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Aces: Hasn't played since finally earning the one significant achievement that was missing from his resume: an Olympic gold medal. He beat Carlos Alcaraz in the final at the Paris Games on Aug. 4. ... Had surgery on his right knee in early June after tearing his meniscus during a match at the French Open. Played at Wimbledon less than a month later and reached the final. ... A 25th Grand Slam title would give Djokovic sole possession of the record for most majors in tennis history.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


He Said It: "When I take everything into consideration, this probably is the biggest sporting success I ever had in my career."

    


Read All About It: Djokovic adds an Olympic gold medal to his resume
Odds Are: +200
Carlos Alcaraz
Ranking: 3
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Spain
Age: 21
2024 Record: 38-8
2024 Titles: 3
Career Titles: 15
Grand Slam Titles: 4 -- U.S. Open (2022), Wimbledon (2023, 2024), French Open (2024) 
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-SF, 2022-W, 2021-QF, 2020-DNP, 2019-DNP
Aces: Won the past two Grand Slam tournaments -- the French Open in June and Wimbledon in July -- and reached the final at the Olympics before losing to Novak Djokovic and settling for a silver medal. ... Is 4-0 in Grand Slam finals so far. ... Youngest man in tennis history with at least one Grand Slam title on three surfaces.
He Said It: "Get closer to the legends -- that's my objective."
Read All About It: Alcaraz wants a seat at the adult table after his fourth major trophy
Odds Are: +160
Daniil Medvedev
Ranking: 5
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Russia
Age: 28
2024 Record: 35-13
2024 Titles: Zero
Career Titles: 20
Grand Slam Titles: 1 -- U.S. Open (2021)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-RU, 2022-4th, 2021-W, 2020-SF, 2019-RU

    


Aces: Heads to New York on a three-match losing streak. ... This season, reached the final at the Australian Open before losing to eventual champion Jannik Sinner and reached the semifinals at Wimbledon before losing to eventual champion Carlos Alcaraz. ... Has been to at least the semifinals at four of the past five U.S. Opens. ... Is just 1-5 in Grand Slam finals.
He Said It: "Hopefully I can win some more Grand Slams. I believe in myself. I believe in my tennis."
Read All About It: Medvedev eliminates Sinner in the Wimbledon quarterfinals
Odds Are: +1000
Ben Shelton
Ranking: 13
Career-Best Ranking: 13
Country: United States
Age: 21
2024 Record: 30-19
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 2
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Semifinals, U.S. Open (2023)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-SF, 2022-1st, 2021-DNP, 2020-DNP, 2019-DNP
Aces: The 2024 U.S. Open will be only his ninth Grand Slam tournament, but he already has a run to the quarterfinals at last year's Australian Open and to the semifinals in New York. ... He was the youngest American man in the U.S. Open semifinals since Michael Chang was 20 in 1992. ... Won an NCAA singles title for the University of Florida in 2022. ... Lefty with a big serve that reached 149 mph at Flushing Meadows a year ago.

    


He Said It: "I'm definitely going to try to bring some things to the table that are different and hopefully disruptive."
Read All About It: Shelton beats Tiafoe to reach the U.S. Open semifinals
Odds Are: +2800
Dominic Thiem
Ranking: 209
Career-Best Ranking: 3
Country: Austria
Age: 30
2024 Record: 2-7
2024 Titles: Zero
Career Titles: 17
Grand Slam Titles: 1 -- U.S. Open (2020)
Last 5 U.S. Opens: 2023-2nd, 2022-1st, 2021-DNP, 2020-W, 2019-1st
Aces: Received a wild-card invitation for his last appearance at the U.S. Open; he's announced that this is his final season before retirement after a series of wrist issues. ... Won his lone Grand Slam title at the 2020 U.S. Open by beating Alexander Zverev in the final in five sets after dropping the opening two sets in a nearly empty stadium; spectators were not allowed on site because of the COVID-19 pandemic. ... Was the runner-up at a Slam three times.

    


He Said It: "I've really enjoyed every single year of it."
Read All About It: Thiem is 1st man since 1949 to win the U.S. Open final after dropping 1st 2 sets
Odds Are: Not listed
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-open-capsules-top-men-43e11366384071a3ce12538ca0d3b480



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



TCU certainly doesn't want repeat of 2023 after going from national title game to losing record

    TCU certainly doesn't want repeat of 2023 after going from national title game to losing record

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - TCU safety Abe Camara (1) runs up the field during an NCAA football game against SMU on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023, in Fort Worth, Texas. (AP Photo/Richard W. Rodriguez)
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            FILE - TCU head coach Sonny Dykes speaks during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) passes under pressure by Oklahoma linebacker Danny Stutsman (28) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams, File)
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                                        FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) -- TCU safety Abe Camara and the Horned Frogs certainly don't want a repeat of last season, when they just never seemed to get over a hangover.
After an undefeated 2022 regular season and appearance in the national championship game, the Horned Frogs lost their much-hyped opener last year at home to Colorado. They dropped five of six Big 12 games during one stretch on the way to a 5-7 record and didn't even get in a postseason bowl. 
"I think compared to that natty year to last year, I think we kind of got caught up with all the lights and stuff and like the pressure of it all," Camara said. "Everybody wanted us to repeat and go back again. We wanted it, the whole TCU community wanted it, but I think we just got caught up in that aspect of it, and then we lost sight of it."
Camara said the Frogs took a lot of steps this offseason to refocus and limit distractions. Third-year coach Sonny Dykes believes they are in a good place. 

    


"Certainly didn't get the carryover from the national championship run in '22 to '23 that we wanted to," Dykes said. "You're going to look around and see some teams that are really good one year and maybe struggle a little bit the next, and that was certainly us last year, and now we're ready to get back playing TCU football."




From 3 to 4
TCU is going away from its primary three-man defensive front with high-energy new coordinator Andy Avalos, the fired Boise State head coach who installed a 4-2-5 scheme filled with standout players in the middle. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Linebacker Johnny Hodges was the Frogs' leading tackler in 2022, and is healthy after a lingering hand injury kept him out much of last season, when safety-turned-linebacker Namdi Obiazor had a team-high 84 tackles. TCU also added linebacker Kaleb Elarms-Orr, who last year led California with 92 tackles. 
"We've got a bunch of dudes that can play, that can absolutely fly," Hodges said. 

    


Taking the snaps
Josh Hoover took over as TCU's starting quarterback the final six games as a redshirt freshman last year, averaging 339 yards passing per game and throwing 13 touchdowns in that span. 
"He has guts ... we love him," receiver JP Richardson said. "When he speaks up, it's out of emotions, it's out of passion. He's a guy that everybody can rally to, and that's really important to have as a quarterback."
Chandler Morris was the starting QB each of TCU's last two openers before getting hurt both times, but transferred to North Texas with two seasons of remaining eligibility. Ken Seals, who is from nearby Azle, transferred to TCU after 22 starts at Vanderbilt. 
Receiving targets
The Frogs return top receivers Richardson (46 catches, 536 yards, three touchdowns) and Savion Williams (41-473-4). Former LSU transfer Jack Bech, who led the Tigers with 43 receptions as a true freshman in 2021, was a standout in the spring after being hampered by injuries in his TCU debut last year. 
Coming home
NaNa Osafo-Mensah went to a lot of TCU games growing up in Fort Worth. The defensive lineman is home to finish his college career after 37 games the past three seasons at Notre Dame, where he had been since 2019. 

    


"TCU has always been just (the) hometown school for me and the school that really got me to get a vision for college football, start that dream really," Osafo-Mensah said. "So it's always been a core part of myself."
The schedule
The Horned Frogs open the season Aug. 30 at Stanford, and face another ACC newcomer at Dallas-Fort Worth rival SMU on Sept. 21. They play four Big 12 teams in the preseason Associated Press Top 25 poll, in their first two conference road games (at No. 22 Kansas and No. 12 Utah) and their last two home games (No. 17 Oklahoma State and No. 21 Arizona).
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Baylor head coach Dave Aranda walks the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kansas in Lawrence, Kan., Sept. 18 2021. (AP Photo/Orlin Wagner, File)
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            FILE - Baylor Bears linebacker Matt Jones (2) signals the play call during an NCAA football game on Sept. 10, 2022 in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Tyler Tate, file)
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            FILE - Toledo quarterback Dequan Finn walks the sidelines during an NCAA college football game against Illinois, Sept. 2, 2023, in Champaign, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, file)
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                                        Dave Aranda has now fully embraced the transfer portal and paying players in the NIL era. On the field, and on the hot seat after consecutive losing seasons, he is also getting back to what he was doing before he became Baylor's head coach.
Aranda will take over as the primary defensive play-caller for the Bears, like he was for LSU's national championship five seasons ago just before becoming a head coach for the first time. 
"I think the biggest change is just being involved with football. With myself, I just think I am at my best when I am all the way through a technique or all the way about a scheme, all the way to the depths of it," said Aranda, who is 23-25 at Baylor. "And then when I come back up, I can speak really strongly about it and I can own it. And then if it don't look right, I can get mad at it and get it so it's right. And that's a big change." 

    


The Bears set a school record with 12 wins in 2021, when they were Big 12 champions and won the Sugar Bowl in Aranda's second season. They have gone 9-16 since, including a five-game losing streak to end last season, when their 33 points a game allowed were the most in the Big 12, and 10 points a game more than they scored.




New on offense
The Bears also have a new play-caller on offense with new coordinator Jake Spavital, the Cal OC last year and former Texas State head coach who has installed a much more up-tempo scheme. Among his expected playmakers are two transfers, dual threat quarterback Dequan Finn and Texas State career receiving leader Ashtyn Hawkins, whose first two seasons there were with Spavital. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Finn, a three-year starter at Toledo, threw for 2,657 yards with 22 touchdowns, and ran for 563 yards and seven scores last year. Along with returning top receivers Monaray Baldwin, Ketron Jackson and Hal Presley, who missed the last half of 2023 because of an injury, the Bears added Nevada speedster Jamaal Ball and Hawkins.

    


Up front
The offensive line added four Division I transfers after the Bears ranked 13th in the Big 12 with only 114.8 yards rushing per game and 13 TDs on the ground. They allowed a league-high 34 sacks.
"We had a bunch of young guys playing (last season) ... because I failed to hit the portal the previous year," Aranda said. 
Jones keeps going
Matt Jones led the Bears with 82 tackles and 11 1/2 tackles for loss last season, his fifth in Waco. The 6-foot-4, 246-pound linebacker decided to come back, instead of transferring or maybe making himself available for the NFL draft, after Aranda became more involved with the defense. 
"I've been here so long, I've seen the good and the (bad)," Jones said. "This season hasn't even started and you can feel the momentum."
Jones was a freshman during coach Matt Rhule's final season in 2019, when the Bears made the Big 12 title game. He became a primary starter during their 2021 championship season. 
The schedule
Baylor opens at home against FCS team Tarleton on Aug. 31, then goes to Big 12 newcomer and No. 12 Utah the next week for a game that won't count in the conference standings since it was part of a home-and-home series scheduled nearly a decade ago ( the Utes won in Waco last September ). The Bears were 1-7 at home last year, losing all five Big 12 home games. They have four conference home games this year, including No. 17 Oklahoma State and No. 22 Kansas.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young (9) warms up before a preseason NFL football game against the New York Jets, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Carolina Panthers quarterbacks Andy Dalton (14) and Bryce Young watch from the sideline during the first half of a preseason NFL football game against the New York Jets, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Bryce Young and the majority of the Carolina Panthers' starters will see their first preseason action on Saturday against the Buffalo Bills in the final game before the start of the regular season.
Panthers coach Dave Canales had been on the fence about playing his starters after resting 32 players against the New England Patriots and 38 versus the New York Jets this preseason.
"My hope is to get the starters out there early in the game, get them some exposure," Canales said Thursday. "The importance of it to me is how valuable the night before prep is, waking up in the morning -- we have a one o'clock kickoff, and we have a lot of those the year -- so just the body readiness."
Backup quarterback Andy Dalton also is expected to play for the Panthers.
They will face the Bills' reserves. Buffalo coach Sean McDermott, a former defensive coordinator with the Panthers, said earlier this week that his starters will sit out the preseason finale.

    


The Panthers (0-2) have struggled mightily on offense under the direction of third-string quarterback Jack Plummer. Carolina's only scores with Plummer under center have been three field goals in two games, and its only touchdown came with Jake Luton at quarterback.
The Panthers finished a league-worst 2-15 last season and Young was among the lowest-ranked quarterbacks in most statistical categories. In addition, the 2023 No. 1 draft pick has had to learn a new offensive system under Canales.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        DUBLIN (AP) -- No. 10 Florida State vs Georgia Tech in Dublin, Ireland, Saturday, noon ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Florida State by 10 1/2.
Series record: Florida State leads 15-11-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Eight months after getting left out of the College Football Playoff, Florida State begins its quest to repeat as Atlantic Coast Conference champion and land a guaranteed spot in the expanded, 12-team playoff. The Seminoles have won 12 consecutive league games since losing to Clemson on Oct. 15, 2022.
KEY MATCHUP
Florida State will try to establish the run with senior Lawrance Toafili, Alabama transfer Roydell Williams and an offensive line that boasts 345 collegiate starts. It should be a huge test for the Yellow Jackets and their overhauled defensive staff. Coach Brent Key made several changes on that side of the ball after Tech ranked 131st in the country (out of 133 teams) in run defense last season.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida State: Former Clemson and Oregon State QB DJ Uiagalelei makes his debut for the Seminoles and tries to fill the cleats of four-year starter and 2023 ACC Player of the Year Jordan Travis. Uiagalelei brings plenty of experience to his new gig, including 8,319 yards passing and 57 TDs to go along with 1,132 yards on the ground and 21 scores.




Georgia Tech: Dual-threat QB Haynes King led the ACC with 27 passing TDs in 2023, but he also had a league-leading 16 interceptions. If King can limit the mistakes, Georgia Tech could be the best offense in the league.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FSU and Georgia Tech will travel roughly 4,000 miles for this "Week Zero" matchup that kicks off the college football season. ... This will be the ninth collegiate game played in Ireland and the fifth at Aviva Stadium. There are two more already scheduled: Iowa State versus Kansas State in 2025; and Pitt versus Wisconsin in 2027. ... Georgia Tech previously traveled to Dublin in 2016 and beat Boston College 17-14 at Aviva. ... FSU is playing its first international game. ... The Seminoles will be without offensive coordinator/O-line coach Alex Atkins for the game. Atkins was suspended three games by the NCAA for his role in 2022 recruiting violations. Senior offensive analyst Gabe Fertitta will handle Atkins' game-day duties.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/florida-state-georgia-tech-dublin-ireland-c1417060a9297ebac667ad554e4ab551



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



In Dublin, Uiagalelei and King in spotlight as No. 10 FSU and Georgia Tech kick off season

    In Dublin, Uiagalelei and King in spotlight as No. 10 FSU and Georgia Tech kick off season

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            FILE - Then-Oregon State quarterback DJ Uiagalelei (5) plays in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) passes the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            FILE - Florida State defensive lineman Patrick Payton reacts after a play during the second half of the team's Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key hugs running back Dontae Smith (4) and defensive back Clayton Powell-Lee (5) after victory over Syracuse in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Hakim Wright Sr., File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            FILE - Florida State head coach Mike Norvell claps as his players warm up for the Orange Bowl NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key looks on before an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        In Dublin, Uiagalelei and King in spotlight as No. 10 FSU and Georgia Tech kick off season

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            FILE - Then-Oregon State quarterback DJ Uiagalelei (5) plays in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Then-Oregon State quarterback DJ Uiagalelei (5) plays in the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) passes the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) passes the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            FILE - Florida State defensive lineman Patrick Payton reacts after a play during the second half of the team's Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Florida State defensive lineman Patrick Payton reacts after a play during the second half of the team's Atlantic Coast Conference championship NCAA college football game against Louisville, Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key hugs running back Dontae Smith (4) and defensive back Clayton Powell-Lee (5) after victory over Syracuse in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Hakim Wright Sr., File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key hugs running back Dontae Smith (4) and defensive back Clayton Powell-Lee (5) after victory over Syracuse in an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Hakim Wright Sr., File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            FILE - Florida State head coach Mike Norvell claps as his players warm up for the Orange Bowl NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Florida State head coach Mike Norvell claps as his players warm up for the Orange Bowl NCAA college football game against Georgia, Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key looks on before an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key looks on before an NCAA college football game against Clemson, Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK LONG

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        For someone as traveled as DJ Uiagalelei, this is his first time out of the country.
Uiagalelei will make his debut with his third college on Saturday when No. 10 Florida State takes on Georgia Tech at Aviva Stadium in Dublin, Ireland.
"I finally get to use my passport," quipped Uiagalelei, the former Clemson and Oregon State starting quarterback.
The Seminoles and Yellow Jackets -- teams about a four-hour drive apart -- flew nearly 4,000 miles to kick off the college football season overseas. ESPN's "College GameDay" will be on hand for its first international broadcast and all eyes will be on Uiagalelei and Georgia Tech standout Haynes King.
The dual-threat quarterbacks are considered among the best in the Atlantic Coast Conference in 2024.
Uiagalelei will try to fill the cleats of four-year starter and 2023 ACC Player of the Year Jordan Travis. Uiagalelei brings plenty of experience to his third stop, including 8,319 yards passing and 57 touchdowns to go along with 1,132 yards and 21 scores on the ground.

    


"He's played a lot of football games," FSU coach Mike Norvell said. "He's seen it all. He's been through highs. He's been through lows. I could not be any more pleased with what I've seen since he got here in January, even just his growth.




"He's playing with a lot of confidence. I'm excited to go see him play like he's prepared. If he does that, I think he could have a very special season."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Yellow Jackets feel the same way about King, who transferred from Texas A&M and accounted for 3,729 yards of total offense and 37 touchdowns in his first season under coach Brent Key at Tech.
King led the conference with 27 passing TDs -- as well as 16 interceptions. If he lowers the turnovers, the Yellow Jackets could be in for bigger things than just making a bowl game. Tech ranked third in the league in total offense in 2023, and Key revamped his defensive staff in hopes of having a more well-rounded team.

    


"Our whole goal, my goal as the head coach, is we prepare the right way, we practice the right way, we go over there and we play the game the right way," Key said. "We play physical, we finish, and when the scoreboard hits 0:00, then we'll look up at some point and see what happens. But we're going over there to get into a fight."
Uiagalelei's help
The Seminoles expect Uiagalelei to grow into his new role and can give him the time to do so. They have senior Lawrance Toafili and Alabama transfer Roydell Williams running behind an offensive line that boasts 345 collegiate starts.
So Uiagalelei might not be asked to do too much early. Regardless, he should have plenty of receiver talent around him when called on.
The Seminoles will turn to Alabama transfer Malik Benson, fellow senior Ja'Khi Douglas and freshman Jalen Brown to replace stars Keon Coleman and Johnny Wilson.
"It makes my job easy," Uiagalelei said. "I just got to put it in the spot, and I know they're going to make the catch and make the grab and make me look good. ... They've just been dominating, and it's good to see."
Punter's homecoming
Georgia Tech punter David Shanahan is believed to be the first Irishman awarded a full scholarship to play American college football. And this will be a huge homecoming for a kid who grew up playing rugby and Gaelic football in Castleisland, Ireland.

    


He ended up at Prokick Australia in 2019 before landing at Georgia Tech. Now, five years after his journey began, Shanahan's family will get together for the first time for one of his college games. Shanahan estimates he and his family got roughly 40 tickets.
"I think I've got enough, just about," Shanahan said.
Suspended assistant
The Seminoles will be without offensive coordinator and offensive line coach Alex Atkins for the game. Atkins was suspended three games by the NCAA for his role in 2022 recruiting violations.
Senior offensive analyst Gabe Fertitta will handle Atkins' game-day duties.
"A lot of confidence in him and what he brings and what he has brought to our program over the last few years, and it's going to be as smooth of a transition as we can have it there on game day," Norvell said.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            England's Harry Brook celebrates reaching a half century on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            England's Harry Brook in action on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Sri Lanka's Vishwa Fernando, left, bowls on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Sri Lanka's Asitha Fernando, center, celebrates with teammate Prabath Jayasuriya after bowling out England's Ollie Pope, left, on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            England's Ben Duckett, second left, leaves the pitch after LBW by Sri Lanka's Asitha Fernando on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            England's Harry Brook in action on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Sri Lanka's Vishwa Fernando, left, bowls on day two of the First Test match between England and Sri Lanka at Emirates Old Trafford, Manchester, England, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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                                        MANCHESTER, England (AP) -- Harry Brook reached a half-century for the 13th time in tests to guide England to 176-4 at tea on a rain-affected Day 2 of the first test against Sri Lanka, and within 60 runs of the tourists' first-innings total on Thursday.
Brook was 53 not out at Old Trafford and in the middle with wicketkeeper Jamie Smith (22), after seam bowler Asitha Fernando had taken the wickets of Ben Duckett (18), stand-in captain Ollie Pope (6) and Joe Root (42) in England's reply to Sri Lanka's 236 all out.
It continues a strong start to his test career for the 25-year-old Brook, who is playing his 15th match and has already turned five of his fifties into centuries.
The Sri Lankans will not be without hope, though, knowing one more wicket takes England into its tail.
Rain meant no play was possible before an early lunch was taken at 12:30 p.m. local time (1130 GMT). Play started 45 minutes later.

    


England resumed on 22-0 and there was early success for Sri Lanka after two DRS overturns in the space of three balls.
Dan Lawrence successfully reviewed an lbw decision to stay in the middle, only for Sri Lanka to review an lbw call that wasn't given against Duckett and get the left-handed opener out.




Pope was bowled two overs later, Lawrence edged behind off Vishwa Fernando for 30, and Root also nicked behind to wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal.
The fifth-wicket partnership between Brook and Smith is up to 51.
It's the first of three tests between the teams. England has already beaten the West Indies 3-0 this summer.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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NFL increases its gambling policy education, renews its commitment to responsible betting
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                    FILE - The NFL's senior vice president of social responsibility Anna Isaacson speaks during a news conference at the football league's owners spring meetings Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            ROB MAADDI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The NFL has increased its gambling policy education and integrity monitoring efforts after a successful offseason.
There haven't been any players suspended for gambling violations in 13 months, and the league has taken more steps to keep that trend going.
In-person gambling policy education and training is mandatory for all players in 2024. The education and training, prepared in collaboration with the NFL Players Association, reviews the rules and reinforces integrity provisions in the policy, including the two key rules: Never bet on NFL games, and do not gamble -- no sports bets, casino or card games -- while with the team in any capacity, including at a team facility, stadium, hotel or bus.
The league says "education and training is presented to the players -- typically at the team facility -- by a member of the NFL's compliance team, the team's head of player engagement (often a former player), or by other former NFL players using the 'train the trainer' approach." For example, Chiefs Hall of Fame guard Will Shields serves in that role in Kansas City.

    


The six main rules for NFL players are:




--Never bet on the NFL: This includes other NFL events such as draft, combine, Pro Bowl and NFL Honors.
--Don't have someone bet for you: Do not ask family, friends or others to place a bet for you.
--Don't gamble (no bets on sports, casino or card games) at your team facility or stadium, while traveling for a road game or staying at a team hotel.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

--Don't share team "inside information": Don't share information that hasn't been announced by the team.
--Don't enter a sportsbook during the NFL playing season.
--Don't play daily fantasy football.
Coaches, staff and personnel aren't permitted to bet on any sports.
The NFL suspended 10 players last offseason for gambling violations. Denver Broncos defensive end Eyioma Uwazurike, who received a one-year suspension on July 24, 2023, was the last player reinstated.

    


Educating players about gambling has been a top priority.
To ensure the integrity of the game, an NFL integrity representative -- typically retired FBI/executive level police officers -- is assigned to each team. Their responsibilities include monitoring for suspicious activity on site on game days.
Genius Sports and IC360 continue to monitor every game and key NFL events for any betting activity that may indicate game manipulation or a leak of nonpublic information.
The NFL is also continuing its commitment to impactful responsible gambling initiatives. The league has extended its partnership with the National Council on Problem Gambling with a three-year, $6.4 million grant.
"We have a very long history of supporting critical societal issues, and accommodating responsible gambling is an issue that we know is impacting people all across the country," said Anna Isaacson, NFL senior vice president of social responsibility. "NCPG are leaders in that space. They have been leaders for decades. They bring the responsible gambling world together. They bring state coalitions together. They bring other advocates together and are working to advance the field. And what we learned really quickly, about four years ago, was that this is an extremely underfunded field."

    


The league originally gave the NCPG a three-year, $6.2 million grant in October 2021. NCPG executive director Keith Whyte said the funding was used to strengthen the 1-800-Gambler national helpline, for agility grants to help prevent gambling addiction among middle school, high school and college students and communities disproportionately affected by problem gambling and an initiative aimed at sports bettors called ResponsiblePlay.org.
The grants focus on programs that minimize harm on a primary level -- those who have not yet gambled -- and on a secondary level -- those who have limited gambling experience.
"This partnership has been instrumental in advancing our mission of minimizing gambling-related harm," Whyte said.
Total contacts via calls on the national helpline, chat and text have increased 103.98% since 2020, according to data provided by the NCPG. Since its launch in 2021, ResponsiblePlay.org has received 753,000 new users.
"This is a great example of the way that the league can lean in and use its platform and reach to address an issue where there wasn't much interest before," Whyte said.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan prays after scoring century during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel plays a shot during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel celebrates after scoring century during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan celebrates after scoring century during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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            Pakistan's Mohammad Rizwan plays a shot during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 9 | 
            Pakistan's Saud Shakeel plays a shot during the second day of first cricket test match between Pakistan and Bangladesh, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Anjum Naveed)
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                                        RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (AP) -- Wicketkeeper-batter Mohammad Rizwan and vice-captain Saud Shakeel smashed centuries as Pakistan piled up 448-6 declared to put the hosts in control of the first test against Bangladesh on Thursday.
Rizwan hit a career-best 171 not out off 239 balls and left-hander Shakeel continued his imperious form in red-ball cricket with 141 runs off 261 before Pakistan declared late on the second day.
Bangladesh openers Shadman Islam and Zakir Hasan negotiated the last hour against the pace of Shaheen Shah Afridi and Naseem Shah as they took the visitors to a cautious 27-0 at stumps after 12 overs, still trailing by 421 runs. Shadman was unbeaten on 12 while Zakir was 11 not out.
Earlier, Bangladesh pace bowlers toiled hard on a greenish wicket which eased for batting under sunshine and saw both Rizwan and Shakeel combining in a five-hour, fifth-wicket stand of 240 runs which took the hosts from 114-4 to 354-5.

    


Both batters kept Bangladesh's pace and spin at bay for almost two sessions after Pakistan had resumed its first innings on 158-4. They added 98 runs in the first session before both raised their centuries soon after lunch in another dominant session which produced 111 runs.




"Early on, the ball was doing a lot, but then they started to bowl short of length which helped us to build a strong partnership," said Shakeel, who became the joint-fastest Pakistan batter with Saeed Ahmed to complete 1,000 test runs in 20 innings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Honestly I didn't know about the record, because for me milestones do not matter and I always look for a Pakistan win."
Bangladesh had its moments after lunch to get the breakthrough but Rizwan survived two close caught behind attempts by Litton Das against the spinners before he raised his third test century off 143 balls, and second at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, by driving left-arm spinner Shakib Al Hasan (1-100) to wide mid-wicket for a boundary.

    


Shakeel completed his third test hundred by driving off-spinner Mehidy Hasan Miraz (1-80) for two runs in the covers and proved a perfect foil to Rizwan, who hit 11 boundaries and three sixes in his unbeaten knock.
The fast bowlers couldn't extract the movement that saw Pakistan slipping to 16-3 on the first day, which was curtailed to 41 overs due to wet patches in the outfield. Shoriful Islam (2-77) and Hasan Mahmud (2-70) didn't get a wicket on the second day and the third seamer, Nahid Rana, returned with unimpressive figures of 0-105 off 19 overs.
Bangladesh struck late in the second session when Shakeel, who survived a close run-out, was stumped against spinner Mehidy's sharp turning delivery. Shakeel, who got his first boundary of the second day after completing his century, hit nine fours before he was undone by Mehidy's brilliant ball.
Shakib had to wait until his 25th over when he had Salman Ali Agha (19) caught at point before Shaheen Shah Afridi made a quickfire 29 not out off 24 and Pakistan declared its first innings on a commanding note.
"(The wicket) looks pretty good for batting and I hope it continues to be like that," Bangladesh batting coach David Hemp said. "Our batters need to be as positive as Pakistan were."
Rawalpindi will also host the second and final test.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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FS1 announces 2 new morning shows following departure of Skip Bayless on 'Undisputed'
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A pair of shows will take over the weekday morning timeslot on FS1 formerly occupied by Skip Bayless of "Undisputed."
Most of the time slot will be taken over by "The Facility," which will feature former NFL players Emmanuel Acho, LeSean McCoy, James Jones and Chase Daniel. The show will air for two hours, beginning at 10 a.m. ET on Sept. 3. Acho, McCoy and James previously worked on FS1's afternoon show "Speak," while Daniel is a newcomer to the network.
"Breakfast Ball" will be FS1's latest attempt at an early morning show beginning at 8 a.m. ET. Craig Carton, who's had a FS1 morning show since 2022, will be joined by Fox NFL analyst Mark Schlereth and Danny Parkins, who recently hosted an afternoon radio sports talk show in Chicago.
"Breakfast Ball" will launch on Monday starting at 12 p.m. ET for the first week because "The Herd with Colin Cowherd" will be on vacation. 

    


"Undisputed" aired Monday through Friday from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. ET from September 2016 until Aug. 2, when Bayless announced on social media that he was leaving the show and the network. Ratings for the show had plummeted over the past year after Shannon Sharpe left for ESPN and it went to rotating co-hosts instead of one-on-one debates. 


The 72-year old Bayless still has a weekly podcast, but has not announced any future plans.
The afternoon lineup of "The Herd," "First Things First" and "Speak" remain in its same time slots. "Speak," a two-hour program that starts at 5 p.m. ET, will have Keyshawn Johnson and Paul Pierce joining Joy Taylor.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fs1-tv-schedule-skip-bayless-fabe85545ce2e3ee5357d68b2ac3bd84



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



After a disappointing debut season in the Big 12, Cincinnati is looking for a better showing in 2024
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            Cincinnati head coach Scott Satterfield answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Cincinnati defensive back Derrick Canteen talks during a radio interview during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Cincinnati running back Corey Kiner answers questions from the media during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)
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            Cincinnati punter Mason Fletcher answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)
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            Cincinnati offensive lineman Luke Kandra answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)
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            Cincinnati head coach Scott Satterfield answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier)
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- One year in the Big 12 -- and only one conference win to show for it.
The Cincinnati Bearcats' first season after moving from the American Athletic Conference was a disappointment. In 2023, the Bearcats finished 3-9 and just 1-8 in Big 12 games. That included an 0-5 record at home and four losses by 20 points or more. 
Even after winning their first Big 12 game at Houston, the Bearcats lost the last two games by a combined score of 91-37.
"Learned a lot last year," coach Scott Satterfield said. "Went through obviously a difficult season for us, our first year in the Big 12. Looking forward to the second year."
The addition of four new teams makes the Big 12 a 16-team conference this season, so it's not going to get easier for the Bearcats. Satterfield hopes a rigorous off-season training program will pay dividends. 
"We implemented an offseason program, was the most difficult program offseason that I've seen and been through, and our players will attest to that," Satterfield. "Hopefully that translates to more success on the field."

    


In need of points
Offensive coordinator Brad Glenn said the emphasis will be on generating more explosive plays and converting in the red zone. The Bearcats ranked 109th in the country in red zone scoring percentage last season.




 "We averaged 23, 24 points per game last season. In the Big 12, that won't get the job done," Glenn said. "We have to be efficient and get the ball in the end zone."
The good news

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Bearcats are returning their entire offensive line, running back Corey Kiner and wide receiver Xzavier Henderson. Kiner is coming off a 1,047-yard season (5.5 yards per carry) . Henderson, in his first season with the Bearcats after transferring from Florida, caught 58 passes for 782 yards and three touchdowns.
The Bearcats finished sixth in the country with an average of 217.1 rushing yards per game, one of four Big 12 teams to finish in the top 10 nationally in rushing.

    


Quarterback battle
Brendan Sorsby, a transfer from Indiana, is the presumed starter at quarterback this season, but Satterfield is welcoming a tough QB competition in camp. The Bearcats also have first-year player Samaj Jones and third-year player Brady Lichtenberg.
Satterfield said the starting quarterback would be named a week or so before the season opener.
"I think it has been a great summer for those guys competing, and I tell you it doesn't hurt to have several guys that can play at the quarterback position," he said.
Trainer's room
Star defensive tackle Dontay Corleone is still working to recover from blood clots in his lungs discovered last month. Satterfield said he is "optimistic" Corleone will be able to play again. Satterfield said edge rusher Mikah Coleman, an Eastern Michigan transfer, is out for the season with a lower-body injury.
The schedule
The Bearcats open against Towson at home Aug. 31. Cincinnati avoids four of the top five teams in the Big 12 preseason media poll. Five Big 12 opponents were not on the 2023 schedule. Key games include at Texas Tech on Sept. 28; at Colorado Oct. 26; at Iowa State Nov. 16; vs. TCU Nov. 30.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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K-State is favored to play for the Big 12 title, even though some think think it lacks star power
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            FILE - Kansas State quarterback Avery Johnson warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oklahoma State on Friday, Oct. 6, 2023, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Brody Schmidt, File)
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            FILE - Kansas State head coach Chris Klieman during a time-out in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Troy in Manhattan, Kan., Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffmann, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Kansas State running back DJ Giddens (31) runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Baylor Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            FILE - Kansas State head coach Chris Klieman during a time-out in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Troy in Manhattan, Kan., Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffmann, File)
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            FILE - Kansas State running back DJ Giddens (31) runs the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Baylor Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Manhattan, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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                                        MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP) -- Kansas State coach Chris Klieman claims that he doesn't pay attention to what prognosticators say about his program.
It's a hard sell given everyone else in the Wildcats' locker room seems to know.
Voters picked Kansas State to finish second in the new-look league, even though not a single player was chosen preseason all-conference. 
How's that for equal parts flattery and disparagement?
"Everybody sees it, but it's not something that we talk about an awful lot," Klieman said. "I hope it shows people the overall depth and value of our roster and how important our role players are, and how important our players are as far as if you are a successful team, individual honors at the end of the season are going to come."
In other words, it's not exactly bulletin-board material because the Wildcats need no such thing.
"I'm sure that our players, if you asked them, they probably saw both polls," Klieman said, "and I don't know if they're excited, disappointed, but I know they were aware that there was nobody from K-State on one of those teams, but you still have to perform, and we've got a lot of work to do before we get to the end of August."

    


That's when Kansas State begins a season of high expectations, ranked 18th in the preseason AP Top 25.




After winning nine games last season, and a bowl game for the second time in three years, the Wildcats not only return a bevy of talented players but supplemented them by landing marquee transfers and recruits at important positions. Dylan Edwards, who led Colorado in rushing last season, provides depth in the backfield, and Dante Cephus joined the program to help out at wide receiver. On defense, Ball State safety Jordan Riley could compete for starting snaps beginning with Week 1.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Whether the Wildcats can win the newly configured Big 12, and earn a spot in college football's expanded playoffs, will likely hinge on the quarterback. Avery Johnson dazzled in his opportunities last season, including a bowl win over North Carolina State, and the dual-threat talent has the ability to contend for conference player-of-the-year honors.

    


Even if many of the prognosticators think otherwise.
"Feel like the biggest thing is not getting too caught up on the preseason rankings, and looking too forward into the season," Johnson said. "Right now our focus is on UT-Martin, and after that is going to be Tulane, and taking every week a week at a time."
Coaching shakeup
After offensive coordinator Collin Klein left for the same job at Texas A&M, the Wildcats promoted offensive line coach Conor Riley to the job. But he won't have to orchestrate the offense alone. Kansas State also hired former Texas Tech and Utah State coach Matt Wells, who is particularly adept at working with quarterbacks, to help with that side of the ball.
Run to daylight
Johnson showed he can move with 71 yards rushing and a touchdown in the Pop-Tarts Bowl, and his ability to scramble will be a big part of the offense. But it's not just the QB who will chew up yards on the ground. DJ Gidden is back after running for 1,226 yards and 10 touchdowns, while Edwards provides a lightning-quick alternative to his powerful running style.

    


Offensive holes
Kansas State has to replace four multiyear starters along the offensive line along with Ben Sinnott, who had been among the Big 12's best tight ends. North Dakota transfer Easton Kilty should help to shore up the front, but each of the other expected starters-- Andrew Leingang, Hadley Panzer, Taylor Poitier and Carver Willis -- have plenty of experience.
On defense
The biggest question on defense lies in the secondary, where Kobe Savage's decision to transfer to Oregon opened up a big hole at safety. Jordan Riley, VJ Payne and Marques Sigle are the front-runners at safety while Keenan Garber and Jacob Parrish headed into fall camp as the presumptive starters at cornerback.
The schedule
Kansas State may ease into the season against UT-Martin on Aug. 31, but the schedule heats up in a hurry. The Wildcats head to Tulane -- which has won 23 games the past two seasons -- the following week before facing Big 12 newcomer Arizona. The conference schedule includes a three-game stretch that could decide whether the Wildcats play for a title for the second time in three years: at BYU, against Oklahoma State and at Colorado.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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White, Donaldson, Greene lead West Virginia's potent rushing attack in new-look Big 12
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            FILE - West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene runs past North Carolina defensive back Kaleb Cost during the first half of an NCAA college football game at the Duke's Mayo Bowl, Dec. 27, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Carlson, File)
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            FILE - West Virginia head coach Neal Brown speaks during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - West Virginia defensive back Aubrey Burks answers questions from the media during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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            FILE - West Virginia head coach Neal Brown speaks during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - West Virginia head coach Neal Brown speaks during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - West Virginia defensive back Aubrey Burks answers questions from the media during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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                                        West Virginia has its potent ground game back, and if reinforcements on a leaky defense help avoid some of the embarrassments from a year ago, the Mountaineers could make some noise in the Big 12 Conference this season.
West Virginia finished third in the Bowl Subdivision at 229 yards on the ground per game despite not having a 1,000-yard rusher. Jahiem White averaged 7.7 yards per carry as a freshman and compiled 842 yards, most of those in the final month of the season. 
White understands his goal should be surpassing those numbers behind a veteran offensive line, coach Neal Brown said.
"There's a lot of room for improvement, but he can do a lot of things," Brown said. "There's not a whole lot of people talking about him. He's flying under the radar."
Running back CJ Donaldson, a 240-pound junior, has made a similar impact but has yet to play a complete season due to injuries, missing West Virginia's bowl win over North Carolina last season and sitting out five games in 2022.

    


West Virginia went 9-4 a year ago, by far its best under Brown, after being picked last in the Big 12. The Mountaineers are tapped to finish seventh this time as the league expands to 16 teams while losing Oklahoma and Texas to the SEC.




"I'm fired up about this group," Brown said. "Probably as excited as I've been."
Greene's accuracy
Brown has made it clear that mobile quarterback Garrett Greene needs to be more accurate. The senior was last in the Big 12 with a 53% completion rate last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That might have been the only downside for Greene, who averaged 201 passing yards, was the league's top rushing QB at 64 yards per game and finished with 16 passing and 13 rushing touchdowns.
"I think Garrett's got a chance to be elite," Brown said. 
Brown expects a group of young wide receivers, including sophomore Hudson Clement, to make big steps and they'll be joined by transfers Jaden Bray from Oklahoma State and Justin Robinson from Mississippi State.

    


No hot seat
For a change, Brown doesn't have to fend off questions about his job performance. The sixth-year coach received a one-year contract extension in March that includes a $400,000 pay cut over the next three seasons. That enabled the school to boost the salaries of its assistant coaches, a priority for Brown. 
But Brown is 31-29 overall, has lost three straight season openers and has a tough one this year, at home Aug. 31 against No. 8 Penn State.
Defending the pass
The secondary needed shoring up after the Mountaineers allowed 26 TD passes, most in the Big 12. That included a 49-yard Hail Mary pass on the final play in a loss at Houston. Departed all-American cornerback Beanie Bishop and safety Marcis Floyd combined for half the team's pass breakups. Also gone is leading tackler Lee Kpogba at linebacker. 
Linebacker Trey Lathan returns from a season-ending leg injury. Safeties Aubrey Burks and Anthony Wilson will be joined in the secondary by cornerback transfers Ayden Garnes (Duquesne), Garnett Hollis Jr. (Northwestern) and TJ Crandall (Colorado State). 
West Virginia defensive coordinator Jordan Lesley said having a deeper lineup this season will allow for more player rotations "so that if there's a performance lapse in a quarter, in a half, or in a game, we're kind of going to be 'next guy up' as opposed to waiting until the next game to make some changes."

    


Unhappy returns
West Virginia allowed kickoff touchdown returns of 96 and 93 yards in the same quarter to Baylor's Richard Reese as well as a 100-yard return to Houston's Matthew Golden. No other Bowl Subdivision team allowed three kickoff TD returns last season, and the Mountaineers' average of 25.2 yards allowed per return ranked 125th out of 130 teams. 
The schedule
The Mountaineers have seven home games for the first time since 2016, including pivotal league matchups Sept. 21 against No. 22 Kansas and Oct. 19 against No. 18 Kansas State. West Virginia is 10-18 on the road under Brown and has key games Sept. 14 at Pittsburgh, Oct. 5 at No. 17 Oklahoma State and Oct. 26 at No. 21 Arizona. 
 ---
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Iowa State quarterback Rocco Becht (3) looks to throw a pass during the first half of the Liberty Bowl NCAA college football game against Memphis, Dec. 29, 2023, in Memphis, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            FILE - Iowa State head coach Matt Campbell speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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                                        Iowa State improved from four to seven wins last season, and the Cyclones are in position to build on that number with a manageable schedule and a bevy of experienced players.
The Cyclones bring back 19 starters, tied with Iowa for third most in the nation behind Virginia Tech (22) and Oklahoma State (21), according to 247Sports.
Ninth-year coach Matt Campbell said for a program that must rely on player development rather than recruiting five-star athletes to have success, retaining talent is one of his most challenging tasks in the transfer portal era.
"We just are not going to ever be the people that have the most money or most NIL money," Campbell said. "We'll have to be the team that develops our players better than anybody. When we have been at our best, we've been older and been able to keep our guys and get older."
Quarterback Rocco Becht, the Big 12 offensive freshman of the year, leads an offense that returns running back Abu Sama, all five linemen and the top four receivers. Safety Beau Freyler, who had three interceptions and team-leading 107 tackles, is among nine returning starters for a defense that has led or ranked second in the Big 12 five straight years and six of the last seven.

    


"I think there's no way we would have been able to keep or retain the players in our football program, and the quality of players in our football program, if we didn't have a great locker room and (players) believing in the coaches and in their teammates and themselves," Campbell said. "So we're really fortunate for what we have."




Overachievers
Iowa State has exceeded its expectation in the Big 12 preseason media poll in five of Campbell's first eight seasons. A year ago, ISU was picked 10th and finished tied for fourth after improving from 1-8 in conference play in 2022 to 6-3 last season. The Cyclones are picked sixth this year.
Rocco's roll


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Becht was in line to be a backup quarterback last year until Hunter Dekkers was caught in a state gambling sting targeting athletes at ISU and Iowa. 

    


With Dekkers suspended, Becht won the job in preseason practice. He threw a touchdown pass in his first eight games, completed 75% of his passes in five games and finished as the school freshman record-holder for completions (231), passing yards (3,120) and passing touchdowns (23). Becht threw 23 touchdowns, was intercepted eight times and did not fumble.
Campbell said Becht improved as the season progressed.
"And to me it's a confidence factor, I think, of playing in those big game moments and being the guy with the ball in the hand making all those decisions," Campbell said. "I think we saw really from the midpoint season on, this guy just really start to flourish and have comfortability in the role of being the starting quarterback."
Fast work

The Cyclones expect to have a quick-strike offense again. Eight of their touchdown drives lasted less than a minute, most among Big 12 teams and third-most in the power conferences.
The team's 13 scrimmage plays of at least 50 yards were their most since at least 1971.
Iowa State tied with Old Dominion for most scrimmage plays of 60 yards or longer (nine) and was second behind Oregon in most pass plays of 60-plus yards (six).

    


Defense saves best for last

Iowa State has allowed just 324 second-half points in its 38 games since 2021, an average of 8.5 points. Opponents averaged just 10.2 points in second halves last season.
The schedule

The Cyclones' schedule has them playing their first five Big 12 games against opponents picked behind them in the preseason poll. Their toughest games are at the end, Nov. 23 at Utah and Nov. 30 at home against Kansas State. They open Aug. 31 at home against North Dakota and visit Iowa the following week for the annual CyHawk Game.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Kyle Field, home of the Texas A&M football team, is shown before an NCAA college football game against Vanderbilt, Sept. 26, 2020, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            FILE - Fans mill around Bryant-Denny Stadium on Oct. 3, 2020, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt, File)
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            FILE - Clouds pass above The Ohio State University's football stadium, May 18, 2019, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)
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                                        Say what you will about the drawbacks of conference realignment -- such as the unwieldy travel and the loss of some traditional rivalries -- but the consolidation of top teams means the 2024 schedule will be quite a novelty.
Michigan vs. Southern California? That's now a Big Ten regular-season game. Same with Georgia-Texas in the Southeastern Conference.
These clashes between big-name powers provide plenty of new options for AP's annual attempt to map out college football's hypothetical dream road trip. Reviewing the rules:
1. We must see every team in the AP's preseason Top 25 at least once. 
2. Travel between games must be reasonable in the time available. Long drives and even flights are OK, but if you're at a night game in California, you're not getting to Florida for an early afternoon kickoff the next day.
The 18-game road trip looks like this:

    


No. 7 Notre Dame at No. 20 Texas A&M (Aug. 31)
No better place to start than Kyle Field, where the Aggies begin a new chapter under coach Mike Elko. Notre Dame starts with high expectations in its third full season with Marcus Freeman at the helm.
No. 13 LSU vs. No. 23 Southern California (Sept. 1)
A late afternoon start in Las Vegas is doable the day after Notre Dame-Texas A&M. USC and LSU both have to replace Heisman Trophy winners -- not to mention the top two picks in this year's NFL draft -- at quarterback.




Iowa State at No. 25 Iowa (Sept. 7)
It's no secret what the big question is for Iowa: Will the Hawkeyes have a functional offense? The Cy-Hawk rivalry game is the first big test.
No. 21 Arizona at No. 18 Kansas State (Sept. 13)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An intriguing Wildcats vs. Wildcats matchup in the new-look Big 12. This is the first meeting between these schools since 1978.
No. 15 Tennessee at No. 16 Oklahoma (Sept. 21)
The Sooners' SEC opener comes against Tennessee coach Josh Heupel, who won a national title for Oklahoma as a quarterback.
Virginia Tech at No. 19 Miami (Sept. 27)
It's a bit of a put-up-or-shut-up season for Mario Cristobal at Miami. This Friday night home game could be a big one, and it also gives us a chance to catch an even bigger game a day later ...

    


No. 1 Georgia at No. 5 Alabama (Sept. 28)
Finally, this hugely consequential rivalry is played in a great on-campus environment again. Of the last six Georgia-Alabama games, five were at neutral sites in the postseason and the other was in October 2020 at Alabama -- with a smaller crowd because of the pandemic. We will see both these teams later on the trip, but this clash is too good to pass up.
No. 14 Clemson at No. 10 Florida State (Oct. 5)
Loser has to stay in the ACC?
HALFWAY POINT: No. 2 Ohio State at No. 3 Oregon (Oct. 12)
Nothing like a cross-country flight to see what the players in the ACC and Big Ten are dealing with. This game is part of a huge week for the expanded Big Ten that also includes a Penn State-USC matchup.
No. 1 Georgia at No. 4 Texas (Oct. 19)
Georgia beat an unbeaten Texas team in the Cotton Bowl to end the 1983 season. Their only meeting since was in the Sugar Bowl six seasons ago. The Longhorns haven't hosted the Bulldogs since 1958.
No. 11 Missouri at No. 5 Alabama (Oct. 26)
Missouri enters the season with real playoff hopes thanks to the expanded format. The Tigers' schedule isn't all that tough until they face Alabama and Oklahoma in back-to-back games.
No. 2 Ohio State at No. 8 Penn State (Nov. 2)
The Nittany Lions avoid Oregon and Michigan on the schedule this year, and the Ohio State game is at home. No pressure, James Franklin.
BYU at No. 12 Utah (Nov. 9)
The Utes and Cougars have made their way back into the same conference, and they'll face each other for the first time since 2021, when BYU snapped a nine-game skid in the series.

    


No. 22 Kansas at BYU (Nov. 16)
Yes, that's two straight games in the state of Utah and you can kill some time catching two home games of the newly arrived NHL team if early skiing isn't quite there yet. Kansas is in the preseason Top 25 for the first time since 2009.
No. 24 North Carolina State at Georgia Tech (Nov. 21)
We've got two weeks left in the regular season and still four teams to check off. Luckily, N.C. State has a midweek game.
No. 6 Mississippi at Florida (Nov. 23)
The Gators' November schedule: Georgia, Texas, LSU, Mississippi and Florida State in succession.
No. 17 Oklahoma State at Colorado (Nov. 29)
Deion Sanders was the talk of college football at the start of last season before the Buffaloes fizzled. This game could determine bowl eligibility for Colorado.
FINISH LINE: No. 9 Michigan at No. 2 Ohio State (Nov. 30)
Oklahoma State-Colorado starts at 10 a.m. local time, so it's realistic to fly to the Midwest for the latest showdown between the Buckeyes and Wolverines. Defending champion Michigan will have plenty of tests earlier in the schedule, but this is still the big one for both these teams -- and a great way to cap a dream college football journey.

    


___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Bahrain's track team is sanctioned over doping and blocked from naturalizing more athletes
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                                        MONACO (AP) -- Bahrain's track team will have to pause its successful strategy of naturalizing athletes from Africa after accepting a package of sanctions related to doping.
World Athletics said Thursday that Bahrain had been restricted to a maximum of 10 athletes in the track and field events at the Paris Olympics -- which wasn't announced at the time -- and at next year's world championships in Tokyo.
Bahrain's team in Paris included Kenya-born Winfred Yavi, who won gold in Paris in the women's 3,000-meter steeplechase, and Nigeria-born sprinter Salwa Eid Naser, the silver medalist in the 400. Neither athlete was accused of any wrongdoing in the case announced Thursday.
The Bahrain Athletics Association admitted a charge of "conducting itself in relation to doping, negligently and/or recklessly and/or so as to prejudice the interests of World Athletics or bring the sport of athletics into disrepute," and another related to its employment of staff to work with athletes, governing body World Athletics said.

    


That followed an investigation into allegations two athletes used blood transfusions at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 and into the BAA having "engaged" a coach who was under a doping-related ban, World Athletics added.




Bahrain has agreed not to recruit any more foreign athletes until 2027, World Athletics said. The next Summer Olympics are in Los Angeles in 2028. Bahrain has also committed to fund a "talent academy" to develop local athletes and has set up a new national anti-doping body.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's not the first time Bahrain has faced scrutiny over doping, particularly among its roster of athletes who were naturalized.
Naser missed the Tokyo Olympics while serving a ban for not being available for drug testing. Kemi Adekoya, a former world indoor champion in the 400, got a four-year ban in 2019 in a steroid case. Marathon runner Marius Kimutai was banned for three years in April after failing a drug test.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Head-on collision of 2 vehicles in New Zealand kills 3 South Korean skiers
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            A police officer comforts a woman at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            Men stand near damaged vehicles at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            People and police gather at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            A woman walks past damaged vehicles at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            People stand on the road at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            A police officer comforts a woman at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            Men stand near damaged vehicles at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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            People and police gather at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    People and police gather at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            A woman walks past damaged vehicles at a crash site near Geraldine, New Zealand, where South Korean skiers are involved in a fatal accident, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Aiman Amerul Muner/Timaru Herald/Stuff via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- A head-on collision of vehicles on a New Zealand highway killed three South Korean skiers and seriously injured two other people, local police and South Korean sports officials said. 
The van and a four-wheel-drive vehicle were traveling in opposite directions before crashing at an intersection near the rural South Island town of Geraldine, the district's police inspector Vicki Walker said.
The collision Wednesday killed three of the van's passengers and critically injured another person who was traveling with them, Walker said. The driver of the four-wheel-drive was also seriously injured and both survivors were airlifted to Christchurch Hospital, she said.
New Zealand and South Korean authorities didn't identify the crash victims. 
Shim Hye-min, an official from South Korea's Sport and Olympic Committee, said the three victims who died were South Korean ski athletes who were visiting New Zealand for training. The committee and South Korea's Ski and Snowboard Association didn't immediately provide more information.
South Korea's Foreign Ministry said it was providing consular assistance but did not provide further details.
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2nd-seeded Navarro outlasts Osorio to reach Monterrey Open quarterfinals
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                                        MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) -- Second-seeded Emma Navarro of the United States rallied to beat Camila Osorio of Colombia 3-6, 7-5, 7-6 (2) early Thursday to reach the quarterfinals of the Monterrey Open.
The 23-year-old Navarro, the 2021 NCAA champion as a freshman at the University of Virginia, finally finished off Osorio at 12:35 a.m. -- 2 hours, 48 minutes after they began play.
Navarro set up a match against ninth-seeded Magdalena Frech of Poland in the WTA 500 event on Sonoma Club's hard courts. Frech edged Lina Glushko 6-7 (2), 6-3, 6-1.
Navarro won in Hobart in January for her first WTA Tour title. She lost to Diana Shnaider in May in Paris in the Trophee Clarins final.
The 22-year-old Osorio won both of her WTA Tour titles on clay at home in Bogota, the first in 2021 and the second in April. She lost to Leylah Fernandez in the 2022 Monterrey final.

    


Earlier Wednesday, third-seeded Ekaterina Alexandrova beat local favorite Renata Zarazua 6-3, 6-4. Alexandrova will face face seventh-seeded Yue Yuan of China, a 6-4, 6-1 winner over Petra Martic.
Also, fifth-seeded Elina Svitolina beat Elina Avanesyan 6-4, 6-3 to set up a quarterfinal against sixth-seeded Linda Noskova, a 6-4, 7-6 (11) winner over Xiyu Wang.
In the other quarterfinal, Erika Andreeva will face Lulu Sun. The 17-year-old Andreeva beat top-seeded Danielle Collins a day earlier.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	31	19	.620	--
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	30	20	.600	1
	Everett (Seattle) 	24	26	.480	7
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	24	26	.400	7
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	22	28	.440	9
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	19	31	.380	12

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Vancouver 6, Everett 2
Tri-City 5, Eugene 0
Spokane 11, Hillsboro 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Everett 7, Vancouver 6
Eugene 7, Tri-City 0 
Hillsboro 4, Spokane 1
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Everett at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Everett at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 4:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Everett at Eugene, 2, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Everett at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.

    


Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Tri-City at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	31	19	.620	--
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	30	20	.600	1
	Everett (Seattle) 	24	26	.480	7
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	24	26	.400	7
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	22	28	.440	9
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	19	31	.380	12

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Spokane 11, Hillsboro 3
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Hillsboro 4, Spokane 1
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24



Spokane at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Vancouver at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	29	21	.580	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	23	27	.460	6
	Fresno (Colorado)	22	28	.440	7
	Stockton (Oakland) 	16	34	.320	13


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	29	21	.580	--
	Visalia (Arizona) 	29	21	.580	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	28	22	.560	1
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	24	26	.480	5


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Lake Elsinore 7, Rancho Cucamonga 6, 11 innings
Inland Empire 12, Visalia 5
Stockton 8, Fresno 3
San Jose 7, Modesto 6
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Lake Elsinore 7, Rancho Cucamonga 5
Visalia 5, Inland Empire 4
Fresno 4, Stockton 3, 10 innings
Modesto 4, San Jose 3, 10 innings
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 8 p.m.
Stockton at Fresno, 8:05 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 8:35 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27


    


Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 4 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29





Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 10 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Rancho Cucamonga at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Fresno at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	29	21	.580	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	23	27	.460	6
	Fresno (Colorado)	22	28	.440	7
	Stockton (Oakland) 	16	34	.320	13

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	29	21	.580	--
	Visalia (Arizona) 	29	21	.580	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	28	22	.560	1
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	24	26	.480	5

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

San Jose 7, Modesto 6
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Modesto 4, San Jose 3, 10 innings
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Stockton at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Stockton at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

San Jose at Modesto, 9:05 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30


    


Inland Empire at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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Elly De La Cruz homers and steals 60th base, Reds rally to beat Blue Jays 11-7
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            1 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds shortstop Elly De La Cruz celebrates after scoring during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action against the Toronto Blue Jays, in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            2 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz scores as he crosses the plate in front of Toronto Blue Jays catcher Brian Serven during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            3 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz hits a two run RBI single off Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Brendon Little during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday August 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            4 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz avoids a pick off at first from Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Erik Swanson during sixth inning Interleague MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            5 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz celebrates in front of Toronto Blue Jays catcher Brian Serven after hitting a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            6 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz steals third base in front of Toronto Blue Jays third base Vladimir Guerrero Jr. to record his sixtieth steal during fifth inning Interleague MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz scores as he crosses the plate in front of Toronto Blue Jays catcher Brian Serven during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            8 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz reacts after scoring from an errant throw during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            9 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds Jonathan India hits a RBI single during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action against the Toronto Blue Jays, in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            10 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz stands in the dugout after his team's win over the Toronto Blue Jays in a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            11 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz scores as he crosses the plate during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            12 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz evades a ball from Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Zach Pop during the eighth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            13 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz celebrates as he rounds third base after hitting a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            14 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz, right, shares a laugh with Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. during the ninth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            15 of 16 | 
            Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Brendon Little reacts during fifth inning Interleague MLB baseball action against Cincinnati Reds in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            16 of 16 | 
            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz, right, shares a laugh with Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. during the ninth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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        Elly De La Cruz homers and steals 60th base, Reds rally to beat Blue Jays 11-7
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            Cincinnati Reds shortstop Elly De La Cruz celebrates after scoring during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action against the Toronto Blue Jays, in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz scores as he crosses the plate in front of Toronto Blue Jays catcher Brian Serven during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz hits a two run RBI single off Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Brendon Little during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday August 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz avoids a pick off at first from Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Erik Swanson during sixth inning Interleague MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz celebrates in front of Toronto Blue Jays catcher Brian Serven after hitting a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Elly De La Cruz steals third base in front of Toronto Blue Jays third base Vladimir Guerrero Jr. to record his sixtieth steal during fifth inning Interleague MLB baseball action in Toronto on Wednesday Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz reacts after scoring from an errant throw during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds Jonathan India hits a RBI single during fifth inning Inter-league MLB baseball action against the Toronto Blue Jays, in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz stands in the dugout after his team's win over the Toronto Blue Jays in a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz scores as he crosses the plate during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz evades a ball from Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Zach Pop during the eighth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz celebrates as he rounds third base after hitting a home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Elly De La Cruz, right, shares a laugh with Toronto Blue Jays' Vladimir Guerrero Jr. during the ninth inning of a baseball game in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Brendon Little reacts during fifth inning Interleague MLB baseball action against Cincinnati Reds in Toronto on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Elly De La Cruz homered and became the fifth player since 1901 to have at least 20 home runs and 60 stolen bases in a single season and the Cincinnati Reds overcame a six-run deficit to beat the Toronto Blue Jays 11-7 on Wednesday night.
"That's us," De La Cruz said. "We never give up. Down six, it doesn't matter. We fight until the last out."
Spencer Steer hit a two-run home run, and Noelvi Marte and Jonathan India also connected as the Reds took two of three from Toronto.
"Anytime you can score 11 unanswered is usually a good thing," Reds catcher Tyler Stephenson said.
After striking out in his first at bat, De La Cruz reached base four times. He stole third base in the fifth inning, his majors-leading 60th. De La Cruz added his 22nd homer, a solo shot off Zach Pop in the eighth.
"It's unbelievable what he can do day in and day out," Stephenson said.

    


De La Cruz said he was happy about joining the exclusive 20-homer, 60-steal club.
"It means a lot," he said. "That's why I'm working in the offseason. I feel so proud and so happy."
Toronto's George Springer hit the 60th leadoff home run of his career and the Blue Jays added two more homers off right-hander Nick Martinez in the first three innings, but couldn't hold on.




Spencer Horwitz hit a two-run drive in the first, his eighth. Ernie Clement made it 6-0 with a three-run blast in the third, his ninth. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clement went 2 for 4. He also homered Monday.
"He's turned into an everyday player for us for the first time in his career, and he's handled it great," manager John Schneider said.
Steer started the comeback by homering off Blue Jays right-hander Yariel Rodriguez in the fourth, his 19th, and the Reds grabbed the lead with a five-run fifth.
India chased Rodriguez with an RBI single and De La Cruz greeted left-hander Brendon Little (1-2) with a two-run single before scoring on Stephenson's fielder's choice grounder. Santiago Espinal capped the 11-batter inning with a bases-loaded walk against right-hander Erik Swanson.

    


Marte and India hit back-to-back homers off Swanson in the sixth, and Stephenson added an RBI double. Marte's homer was his fourth, while India hit his 12th.
Emilio Pagan (3-3) pitched one inning for the win.
Rodriguez allowed five runs and six hits in 4 1/3 innings. He is winless in seven starts.
Martinez allowed a season-high six runs and six hits in 4 1/3 innings.
Springer's leadoff homer was his third of the season. He ranks second to Hall of Famer Rickey Handerson (81) on the career list.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Reds: OF Jake Fraley (right knee) was scratched from the lineup and replaced by Will Benson. 
UP NEXT
Reds: LHP Nick Lodolo (9-5, 4.55 ERA) is scheduled to start Thursday as Cincinnati visits Pittsburgh to begin a four-game series. The Pirates had not announced a starter.
Blue Jays: Toronto hosts the Los Angeles Angels Thursday in the opener of a four-game series. Neither team had announced a starter.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Former NL MVP and 6-time All-Star Joey Votto announces his retirement from baseball
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                    FILE - Toronto Blue Jays' Joey Votto walks to the dugout before a spring training baseball game against the Philadelphia Phillies, March 17, 2024, in Clearwater, Fla. (Steve Nesius/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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                                        TORONTO (AP) -- Former NL MVP and six-time All-Star Joey Votto announced his retirement from baseball in a short video posted to social media Wednesday.
After recording the video outside Buffalo's Sahlen Field, where he'd been playing for the Blue Jays' Triple-A team, Votto drove across the border to Toronto's downtown stadium, where the Reds had just beaten the Blue Jays 11-7. 
Votto went into the Cincinnati clubhouse to meet former teammates and manager David Bell, then spoke to reporters about his retirement decision.
The Toronto-born Votto signed a minor league contract with his hometown team in March and, following a lengthy layoff because of an ankle injury, had been playing at Triple-A. He went 6 for 42 with one homer and four RBIs in 15 games, striking out 22 times.
"I had moments where I was like, 'Is this the right thing to do?' and 'Do I want the organization to tell me I'm done?'" Votto said. "I just decided, you know, you've played long enough, you can interpret what's going on, and I was awful. I was awful down there."

    


Votto said he had "zero regrets" about ending his career but acknowledged disappointment in not playing for the Blue Jays this season.




"I wanted to play a year in Toronto at home, in front of family, in front of my country," he said. "I desperately wanted to participate in games here. I'm really saddened that I wasn't able to make it happen."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 40-year-old first baseman became a free agent last fall following the end of a $251.5 million, 12-year contract with the Reds, his only team over 17 major league seasons. Cincinnati declined Votto's $20 million option for 2024.
Votto said baseball has changed in recent years, adding that he wasn't able to play at the top level any more.
"This game is faster," Votto said. "I'm not fast. This game is about more dynamic defense. This game has changed over the course of the back quarter of my career. I'm slower. The one thing I could attempt to do is perform offensively, and I've been awful, especially for my position. At some point, the writing is on the wall."

    


The 2010 NL MVP and a Gold Glove winner in 2011, Votto hit .294 with 356 home runs and 1,144 RBIs in 2,056 games. 
Reds catcher Tyler Stephenson became friendly with Votto while they rehabbed injuries together, adding that the star slugger was later a guest at his wedding.
"It was an honor to get to know him as a friend and as a player," Stephenson said. "He's an all-time great."
Bell said he learned of Votto's decision after Wednesday's win over the Blue Jays.
"I can't express how happy I am for the career that Joey had as a player," Bell said. "Just an incredible career, obviously."
Blue Jays manager John Schneider also had praise for Votto.
"An unbelievable career," Schneider said. "Getting to know him briefly in spring was a treat for everyone."
A shoulder injury limited Votto to 65 games in 2023. He didn't play his first game until June 19, 10 months to the day after surgery on his left biceps and rotator cuff.
Votto homered off Philadelphia's Zack Wheeler in his only spring training at-bat for Toronto on March 17. He stepped on a bat in the dugout later in that game and was sidelined for the next three months.
"I just was not good enough, and that's the end of it," Votto said. "I didn't feel at any point in time like I was anywhere near major league ready."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbus (Cleveland) 	31	15	.674	--
	Rochester (Washington) 	29	18	.617	21/2
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	27	20	.574	41/2
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees) 	26	20	.565	5
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	25	21	.543	6
	Worcester (Boston) 	25	21	.543	6
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	24	21	.533	61/2
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	24	21	.533	61/2
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	25	22	.532	61/2
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	23	24	.489	81/2
	Toledo (Detroit) 	23	24	.489	81/2
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	22	23	.489	81/2
	Durham (Tampa Bay) 	22	25	3468	91/2
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	21	24	.467	91/2
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	20	26	.435	11
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	20	27	.426	111/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	19	27	.413	12
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	19	28	.404	121/2
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	19	28	.404	121/2
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	19	28	.404	121/2

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Columbus 2, Indianapolis 1, 11 innings
Gwinnett 3, Louisville 1
Iowa 6, Toledo 5, 10 innings
Omaha 7, Buffalo 3
Syracuse 3, Durham 2
Worcester 8, Norfolk 5
Rochester 9, Lehigh Valley 4
Nashville 9, Jacksonville 5
Memphis 8, Charlotte 7
Scranton/WB 9, St. Paul 4
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Columbus 5, Indianapolis 1
Omaha 5, Buffalo 2
Gwinnett 6, Louisville 3
Toledo 3, Iowa 2
Durham 11, Syracuse 6
Worcester 12, Norfolk 3
Rochester 4, Lehigh Valley 1
Jacksonville 5, Nashville 0
Memphis 8, Charlotte 7, 10 innings
Scranton/WB 7, St. Paul 6, 10 innings
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Worcester at Norfolk, 12:05 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 6:15 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 6:35 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 6:35 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 6:35 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 7:45 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23


    


Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 7:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 7:05 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 7:05 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.




Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Omaha at Buffalo, 6:35 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 7:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 7:05 p.m.
Gwinnett at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Charlotte at Memphis, 7:35 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 7:37 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Gwinnett at Louisville, 1:05 p.m.
Indianapolis at Columbus, 1:05 p.m.
Omaha at Buffalo, 1:05 p.m.
Durham at Syracuse, 1:05 p.m.
Rochester at Lehigh Valley, 1:35 p.m.
Charlotte at Memphis, 2:05 p.m.
Iowa at Toledo, 2:05 p.m.
Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 3:07 p.m.
Worcester at Norfolk, 4:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.

    


Nashville at Charlotte, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

Memphis at Iowa, 1:08 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 2, 5:35 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, Aug. 29

Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:45 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Nashville at Charlotte, 2, 5:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Scranton/WB, 6:35 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 7:05 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.

    


St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31

Rochester at Scranton/WB, 1:05 p.m.
Toledo at Worcester, 4:05 p.m.
Columbus at Gwinnett, 6:05 p.m.
Nashville at Charlotte, 6:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Durham, 6:35 p.m.
Norfolk at Jacksonville, 67:35 p.m.
Syracuse at Lehigh Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Louisville at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Omaha, 7:05 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:08 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbus (Cleveland) 	31	15	.674	--
	Rochester (Washington) 	29	18	.617	21/2
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	27	20	.574	41/2
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees) 	26	20	.565	5
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	25	21	.543	6
	Worcester (Boston) 	25	21	.543	6
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	24	21	.533	61/2
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	24	21	.533	61/2
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	25	22	.532	61/2
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	23	24	.489	81/2
	Toledo (Detroit) 	23	24	.489	81/2
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	22	23	.489	81/2
	Durham (Tampa Bay) 	22	25	3468	91/2
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	21	24	.467	91/2
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	20	26	.435	11
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	20	27	.426	111/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	19	27	.413	12
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	19	28	.404	121/2
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	19	28	.404	121/2
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	19	28	.404	121/2

___
	Tuesday, Aug. 20

Scranton/WB 9, St. Paul 4
	Wednesday, Aug. 21

Scranton/WB 7, St. Paul 6, 10 innings
	Thursday, Aug. 22

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 23

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 8:07 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 24

Scranton/WB at St. Paul, 7:37 p.m.
	Sunday, Aug. 25

Jacksonville at Nashville, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, Aug. 26

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, Aug. 27

St. Paul at Omaha, 7:35 p.m.
Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Wednesday, Aug. 28

	Thursday, Aug. 29

Memphis at Iowa, 7:38 p.m.
	Friday, Aug. 30

Memphis at Iowa, 8:08 p.m.
	Saturday, Aug. 31
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            Detroit Tigers' Riley Greene hits a two-run home run during the second inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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            Detroit Tigers' Trey Sweeney celebrates after hitting a homer run during the second inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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            Chicago Cubs' Christian Bethancourt, right, celebrates with Dansby Swanson, left, after hitting a two-run home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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            4 of 6 | 
            Chicago Cubs' Christian Bethancourt celebrates after hitting a two-run home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Detroit Tigers Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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            Detroit Tigers' Tyler Holton throws during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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            Detroit Tigers' Jace Jung strikes out swinging during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the Chicago Cubs Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Melissa Tamez)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Riley Greene, Trey Sweeney and Kerry Carpenter homered, helping the Detroit Tigers beat the Chicago Cubs 8-2 on Wednesday night.
Detroit won for the seventh time in nine games, bouncing back nicely after losing 3-1 to Chicago in the series opener on Tuesday. Greene, Sweeney, Carpenter and Parker Meadows, who had three hits from the leadoff spot, were among seven left-handed batters in the Tigers' starting lineup for the matchup with Cubs right-hander Jameson Taillon.
"Pretty impressive offensive contribution from a lot of guys," Tigers manager A.J. Hinch said.
Brant Hurter (1-1), the second of five Detroit pitchers, worked 3 2/3 innings for his first win in his fourth major league appearance. The 6-foot-6 left-hander was struck by Seiya Suzuki's comebacker in the sixth, but he stayed in the game for one more batter.
Chicago, which is trying to make up ground in the race for the third NL wild card, dropped to 10-7 in August. It had won three of four.

    


Christian Bethancourt hit a two-run homer off Hurter in the fifth, but the Cubs (62-65) left six runners on base on manager Craig Counsell's 54th birthday. Taillon (8-8) pitched five innings of six-hit ball.




"I feel like the first couple innings were a little out of character," Counsell said of Taillon's outing. "The misses were a little bigger than usual and having a little hard time getting ahead of hitters, and they took advantage of it." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Tigers broke it open when they scored four runs in the ninth against Jack Neely in his big league debut. Greene singled home Zach McKinstry before Carpenter hit a three-run shot on a 3-0 fastball for his 12th homer of the season.
"I was just on the heater and, looking for it literally in a certain spot," Carpenter said, "and if it's in that spot, I just want to go."
Detroit (62-65) jumped in front on Sweeney's first homer in his third major league game. With Jace Jung aboard on a leadoff walk in the second, Sweeney drove a 2-1 curveball into the basket in center at Wrigley Field.

    


The ball bounced back onto the warning track and Sweeney stopped at third before the umpires confirmed it was a home run.
Sweeney, a first-round pick by the New York Yankees in the 2021 amateur draft, was acquired in the Jack Flaherty trade with the Los Angeles Dodgers last month. The Louisville, Kentucky, native played college ball at Eastern Illinois and had his parents in the stands Wednesday night as part of a large contingent of supporters.
"It would have been cool anywhere, for sure," Sweeney said of his first homer, "but definitely at Wrigley is pretty sweet."
Greene capped Detroit's four-run second with his own two-run shot, a 422-foot drive into the bleachers in right-center for his 18th homer. It was the first hit for the All-Star slugger since he was activated from the injured list on Sunday after being sidelined by a right hamstring strain.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Tigers: RHP Reese Olson (shoulder strain) threw 20 pitches in a bullpen session. "He accomplished the next step, so now we've got to build volume and get him off the mound again in a few days and just continue the normal ramp back up," Hinch said.

    


Cubs: LHP Jordan Wicks (right oblique strain) felt great after pitching four scoreless innings in a rehab start for Triple-A Iowa on Tuesday. He threw 53 pitches, 34 for strikes. He is expected to make at least one more rehab start in the minors. ... RHP Hayden Wesneski (forearm strain) was scheduled for a bullpen session in Arizona on Wednesday.
UP NEXT
Justin Steele (3-5, 3.10 ERA) pitches for Chicago on Thursday in the finale of the three-game series. The left-hander has a 1.23 ERA in 14 2/3 innings over three August starts. The Tigers hadn't announced their starting pitcher.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Michael Lorenzen's strong start leads Royals over Angels 3-0
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            Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Michael Lorenzen throws during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Michael Lorenzen throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro walks back to the dugout after talking to home plate umpire Mike Estabrook during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Los Angeles Angels center fielder Mickey Moniak catches a fly ball for the out on Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals' Hunter Renfroe celebrates in the dugout after scoring on a two-run double hit by Kyle Isbel during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals' MJ Melendez (1) celebrates as he runs home after hitting a solo home run during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Los Angeles Angels shortstop Zach Neto throws to first baseman Nolan Schanuel for the out on Kansas City Royals' MJ Melendez during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Los Angeles Angels starting pitcher Johnny Cueto throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Michael Lorenzen throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro walks back to the dugout after talking to home plate umpire Mike Estabrook during the second inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Los Angeles Angels center fielder Mickey Moniak catches a fly ball for the out on Kansas City Royals' Salvador Perez during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Los Angeles Angels shortstop Zach Neto throws to first baseman Nolan Schanuel for the out on Kansas City Royals' MJ Melendez during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Michael Lorenzen pitched seven shutout innings, MJ Melendez homered and the Kansas City Royals beat the Los Angeles Angels 3-0 on Wednesday for their sixth win in seven games.
The Royals spoiled the season debut of Johnny Cueto (0-1), a 17-year veteran who helped Kansas City win the 2015 World Series.
Cueto hadn't pitched in the majors since Sept. 27 last year with the Marlins. He signed a minor league contract with the Angels in July, and was called up from Triple-A Salt Lake earlier Wednesday. He allowed three runs on eight hits and two walks in 6 1/3 innings and left the mound to an ovation from the Kansas City crowd.
Lorenzen (7-6) allowed four hits, two walks, a hit batter and struck out five. He only allowed two runners to reach scoring position. Three of the four hits he allowed came in the first three innings. 

    


"I wasn't very happy with the first three innings. I was kind of spraying the ball all over the place, getting frustrated with myself," Lorenzen said. "I guess I was able to make that adjustment and my pitch quality got a lot better." 
Lorenzen gave up a hit to Taylor Ward to lead off the game but got Zach Neto to ground into a double play.




"The double play the second hitter of the game, that was a big relief," Royals manager Matt Quatraro said. "It was more of a mentality of let's just attack here and not work the edges as much. He was on the attack more so after the first couple innings."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

John Schreiber pitched a scoreless eighth inning and Lucas Erceg worked a 1-2-3 ninth to earn his sixth save and fourth with the Royals.
The Royals (71-56) remained tied with the Minnesota Twins for the second wild-card spot and moved to within 2.5 games of AL Central-leading Cleveland with their first home series win in a month.
The Royals put together a two-out rally in the second to grab a 2-0 lead. Hunter Renfroe and Adam Frazier singled, Maikel Garcia walked and Kyle Isbel hit a two-run double to the right-center gap.

    


"It was a five-pitch first and I think he had 12 pitches total in the second before we put those two runs up," Quatraro said of Cueto. "He got a ton of ground balls. He was working the edges, he's got the sinker. ... He elevated it too, so he pitched well." 
Melendez hit a two-out solo home run off the right-field foul pole in the sixth for a 3-0 lead.
"Obviously he's got good stuff and he knows how to pitch," Melendez said of facing Cueto. "He is able to disrupt your timing. He definitely knows what he's doing up there. ... You just have to stay locked in and stay within yourself and not try to do too much against him." 
Bobby Witt Jr. doubled in the second inning to extend his hitting streak to 10 games. That's Witt's fifth hitting streak of 10 or more games this season.
ROSTER MOVES
The Angels optioned RHP Hans Crouse to Triple-A Salt Lake City to make room for Cueto. They also released RHP Jose Cisneros to add Cueto to the 40-man roster.
UP NEXT
The Angels have not announced a starter for the series opener at Toronto Thursday. ... Michael Wacha (10-6, 3.33 ERA) will start for the Royals at home against Philadelphia on Friday.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            Gus Walz cries as his father Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Hope Walz, left, and Gus Walz, children of Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, right, hug after their father concludes a speech during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, right, hugs his son Gus Walz after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gwen Walz, Gus Walz and Hope Walz, wife, son and daughter of Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, watch during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, second from right, poses with his wife Gwen Walz, from right, son Gus Walz and daughter Hope Walz after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, second from right, poses with his wife Gwen Walz, from right, son Gus Walz and daughter Hope Walz after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        Gus Walz sat in the front row for the biggest moment of his father's life, and his pride exploded out of him.

"That's my dad!" the 17-year-old could be seen saying. He stood, tears streaming down his face, and pointed to his father, Tim Walz, the governor of Minnesota, who was accepting the Democratic nomination for vice president in a speech to thousands of people in a packed arena and millions more watching at home. 

The teen's exuberance captured hearts and went viral, becoming perhaps the defining image of his father's address and further humanizing a running mate picked by Vice President Kamala Harris in no small part for his everyman appeal.

Gus wept through much of his father's speech, and when it was over, climbed on stage with his family and wrapped his dad in a tight bear hug, burying his face in his shoulder. 

Gus is a high school senior. His parents recently disclosed to People magazine he has a non-verbal learning disorder, ADHD and an anxiety disorder. But they called his condition "his secret power" and said he's "brilliant" and poised for success. He got his driver's license last fall.

When Tim Walz was elected governor, Gus cheered because it meant he could get a dog. They adopted a black lab named Scout a few months later.

    
    It's the fourth and final day of the DNC. Here's what to know:

	Catch up on Night 3: The DNC barreled into its third day with a lineup headlined by former President Bill Clinton and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The final speaker was Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, introducing himself as Harris' running mate. Here are the takeaways.
	What to watch today: Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people. 
	In photos: The Democratic Party celebrity supporters have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now the party is teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online. A look at influencers and speakers at the 2024 DNC.
	Protesters rallied and marched on Night 3 of the DNC: More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    





    



Gus Walz is getting his own turn in the spotlight after his older sister, 23-year-old Hope Walz, delighted Americans with the playful social media videos she filmed with their dad. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Tim Walz talks often about the fertility treatments his wife, Gwen, underwent to get pregnant with Hope, a journey he says inspired her name. As he told the story Wednesday, Hope made a heart with her hands and held it over her chest. 





"Hope, Gus and Gwen," Walz said to his family, "you are my entire world, and I love you."
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What to watch on the Democratic National Convention's fourth and final day in Chicago
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Fiserv Forum during a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- The Democratic National Convention will kick off its fourth and final night on Thursday.
After a week of Democrats' most prominent figures rallying the party faithful, Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people.
The theme of the final night is "For Our Future."
Only weeks ago, the Democratic Party was wracked by debate over whether President Joe Biden should step aside as the party's nominee and over the party's general message and values ahead of the 2024 election. In the weeks since Biden decided to stand down, however, left-of-center politics has taken hold around Harris at the top of the party ticket.
While Harris' candidacy has unleashed a high level of enthusiasm and determination among Democrats, she is still defining her policy priorities and the ideological direction she will take the party. Last Friday, she unveiled her first major goal when she announced a raft of economic policies meant to lower the cost of living for working- and middle-class Americans.

    
    It's the fourth and final day of the DNC. Here's what to know:

	Catch up on Night 3: The DNC barreled into its third day with a lineup headlined by former President Bill Clinton and former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The final speaker was Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, introducing himself as Harris' running mate. Here are the takeaways.
	What to watch today: Vice President Kamala Harris will accept her party's nomination during a speech in which she is widely expected to offer her vision and policy agenda to the American people. 
	In photos: The Democratic Party celebrity supporters have repeatedly lent their glamor and opened their wallets to the party. Now the party is teaming up with those who have attained renown in a decidedly 21st-century way: online. A look at influencers and speakers at the 2024 DNC.
	Protesters rallied and marched on Night 3 of the DNC: More than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched Wednesday past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier and toward the arena.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    



    


The convention's final night will include remarks from some of the party's most prominent battleground state Democrats, including figures in competitive statewide races. 




Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper and Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healy will all deliver remarks. Tennessee state lawmakers Justin Jones, Justin Pearson and Gloria Johnson, the " Tennessee Three, " will speak. Jones and Pearson were expelled from the state Legislature for participating in a protest on gun control at the state Capitol. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other speakers include Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge; Sens. Alex Padilla, D-Calif., Bob Casey, D-Pa., Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., and Mark Kelly, D-Ariz.; Reps. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., Lucy McBath, D-Ga., Joe Neguse, D-Colo., Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., Colin Allred, D-Texas, and Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., as well as former Reps. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., and Gabby Giffords, D-Ariz.
The Rev. Al Sharpton, the prominent civil rights leader, also will speak. The pop star Pink will perform.
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NY state urges appeals court to uphold Donald Trump's nearly $500 million civil fraud judgment
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at North Carolina Aviation Museum, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Asheboro, N.C. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York state lawyers urged an appeals court late Wednesday to uphold Donald Trump's nearly $500 million civil fraud judgment, arguing there's "overwhelming evidence" to support a judge's finding that the former president lied for years about his wealth as he built his real estate empire.
In paperwork filed ahead of oral arguments next month, New York Attorney General Letitia James' office said the current Republican nominee's appeal is awash in "meritless legal arguments" and ignores volumes of trial evidence showing that he and his co-defendants engaged in "fraud and illegality on an immense scale."
"On appeal, defendants tellingly ignore almost all their deceptions," Assistant Solicitor General Daniel S. Magy wrote in a 168-page submission to the state's mid-level appeals court known as the Appellate Division.
Trump, his company and top executives including his sons Eric and Donald Trump Jr. "created and used financial statements rife with blatant misrepresentations and omissions to maintain loans worth more than half a billion dollars and to generate over $360 million in ill-gotten profits," Magy wrote.

    


The Appellate Division said Wednesday that it will hear the case on Sept. 26, about six weeks before Election Day and just after the start of early voting in some states. The court typically rules about a month after arguments, meaning a decision could come before the presidential race ends.




If upheld, the judgment threatens to dent Trump's personal wealth, disrupt his Trump Organization and damage his identity as a savvy businessman. As of Wednesday, the Trump defendants owe more than $485 million. That includes interest that continues to accrue even after Trump posted a $175 million bond in April  to halt collection of the sum and prevent the state from seizing his assets while he appeals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump is asking the Appellate Division to overturn Manhattan Judge Arthur Engoron's Feb. 16 finding that he lied to banks, insurers and others about his wealth on financial statements used to secure loans and make deals. He and his lawyers argue the verdict was "erroneous" and "egregious."

    


The Appellate Division could either uphold Engoron's verdict, reduce or modify the penalty or overturn the decision entirely. If Trump is unsuccessful at the Appellate Division, he can ask the state's highest court, the Court of Appeals, to consider taking his case. If he wins, he won't have to pay the state anything and will get back his bond money.
Trump and his lawyers contend the case should never have gone to trial, the statute of limitations barred some allegations, and the state shouldn't be policing private business transactions. They also object to the legal mechanics of James' lawsuit, arguing that the law she sued him under is a consumer-protection statute that's normally used to rein in businesses that rip off customers.
Trump denies wrongdoing and he and his lawyers say no one was harmed. He has decried the verdict as "election interference" and "weaponization against a political opponent," complaining he was being punished for "having built a perfect company, great cash, great buildings, great everything." James and Engoron are Democrats. 

    


In their response Wednesday, state lawyers said the statute of limitations was applied properly and that state law authorizes the state's attorney general to take action against fraudulent or illegal business conduct, "regardless of whether it targets consumers, small businesses, large corporations, or other individuals or entities."
Wednesday's scheduling of oral arguments adds to a busy September for Trump, as he campaigns to retake the White House while navigating the aftermath of multiple courtroom losses.
Trump is scheduled to debate his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, on Sept. 10. On Sept. 16, the judge in Trump's hush money criminal case is expected to rule on a defense request to overturn his felony conviction and dismiss the case on presidential immunity grounds. Two days later, Trump is scheduled to be sentenced in the criminal case -- though his lawyers have asked that it be postponed until after Election Day, Nov. 5.

    


Engoron found that Trump, his company and top executives schemed for years to puff up his financial statements to create an illusion that he and his properties were more valuable than they really were. Trump inflated his net worth on the financial statements by as much as $800 million to $2.2 billion a year, state lawyers said.
In addition to the hefty monetary penalty, the judge put strict limitations on the ability of Trump's company to do business. Among other consequences, Engoron put the Trump Organization under the supervision of a court-appointed monitor for at least three years.
If upheld, Engoron's ruling will force Trump to give up a sizable chunk of his fortune. The judge ordered Trump to pay $355 million in penalties, accounting for what he deemed "ill-gotten gains" derived from his inflated financial statements, including lower loan interest rates and profits from projects he wouldn't have otherwise been able to finish.

    


With interest the total was $485.2 million as of Wednesday -- including $20.6 million in interest that has accrued since the verdict. The sum will increase by nearly $112,000 per day until he pays, unless the verdict is overturned.
Trump maintains that he is worth several billion dollars and testified last year that he had about $400 million in cash, in addition to properties and other investments. James has said that if Trump is unable to pay, she will seek to seize some of his assets.
In a filing last month, Trump's lawyers said that if Engoron's decision is upheld, it would bestow James with "limitless power" to target anyone she desires, including her self-described political opponents.
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Biden speaks with Netanyahu as US prods Israel and Hamas to come to agreement on cease-fire deal
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                    President Joe Biden, right, meets with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Thursday, July 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        BUELLTON, Calif. (AP) -- President Joe Biden spoke with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Wednesday as the United States presses Israel and Hamas to agree to a "bridging proposal" that could lead to a cease-fire in the war in Gaza.
Hamas and Israel have signaled that challenges remain amid significant differences over the presence of Israeli troops in two strategic corridors in Gaza and other issues, dimming Biden's hopes that a deal can soon be reached. Vice President Kamala Harris, who is in Chicago this week to accept her party's nomination at the Democratic National Convention, also joined the call.
Biden "stressed the urgency of bringing the ceasefire and hostage release deal to closure," the White House said in a statement. The two leaders also discussed using high-level talks in Cairo this week between mediators from the U.S., Israel, Egypt and Qatar to work through "remaining obstacles" to an agreement.

    


But hope that a deal can be completed, at least in the near term, appears to be diminishing.
The president on Friday said he was "optimistic" that an agreement could be reached after he spoke by phone with Qatar's emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, and Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, whose countries are key interlocutors with Hamas.




But by Tuesday, Biden was notably more muted about the prospects of the two sides coming to an agreement soon. He told reporters after delivering an address at the Democratic convention that "Hamas was now backing off," but that the U.S. is "going to keep pushing" to land a cease-fire deal. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president spoke with the Israeli prime minister from Santa Ynez, Calif., where he's vacationing with his family at the 8,000-acre property of the medical technology mogul and Democratic donor Joe Kiani.
The White House said Biden and Netanyahu discussed escalating tensions between Israel and Iran, and with militant groups -- Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis -- that are backed by Tehran. 

    


The call came after Secretary of State Antony Blinken met this week with officials in Israel, Egypt, and Qatar and ahead of the new round of talks in Cairo later this week.
"This is a decisive moment, probably the best, maybe the last opportunity to get the hostages home, to get a ceasefire, and to put everyone on a better path to enduring peace and security," Blinken said after meeting with Netanyahu and Israeli President Isaac Herzog in Tel Aviv on Monday.
Officials in Egypt told The Associated Press on Wednesday that Hamas won't agree to the bridging proposal for a number of reasons -- ones in addition to the long-held wariness over whether a deal would truly remove Israeli forces from Gaza and end the war.
One Egyptian official, with direct knowledge of the negotiations who requested anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter, said the bridging proposal requires the implementation of the deal's first phase, which has Hamas releasing the most vulnerable civilian hostages captured in its Oct. 7 attack on Israel that sparked the war. Parties during the first phase would negotiate the second and third phases with no "guarantees" to Hamas from Israel or mediators.

    


The official said the proposal doesn't clearly say Israel will withdraw its forces from two strategic corridors in Gaza, the Philadelphi corridor alongside Gaza's border with Egypt and the Netzarim east-west corridor across the territory. Israel offers to downsize its forces in the Philadelphi corridor, with "promises" to withdraw from the area, the official said.
Hamas is seeking a complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, including the Philadelphi Corridor, a narrow 14.5-km-long (nine-mile) stretch of land along the coastal enclave's southern border with Egypt.
Netanyahu met earlier this week with right-wing groups of families of fallen soldiers and hostages in Gaza. The groups, which oppose a cease-fire deal, said he told them Israel will not abandon the two strategic corridors in Gaza. Netanyahu's office did not comment on the groups' accounts. 
Blinken after his visit to Egypt and Qatar said the bridging proposal is "very clear on the schedule and the locations of (Israeli military) withdrawals from Gaza," but no details on either have emerged.
___
AP writer Samy Magdy in Cairo contributed reporting.
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The Taliban publish vice laws that ban women's voices and bare faces in public
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                    Taliban fighters celebrate the third anniversary of the withdrawal of US-led troops from Afghanistan, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Siddiqullah Alizai)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Afghanistan's Taliban rulers have issued a ban on women's voices and bare faces in public under new laws approved by the supreme leader in efforts to combat vice and promote virtue.
The laws were issued Wednesday after they were approved by supreme leader Hibatullah Akhundzada, a government spokesman said. The Taliban had set up a ministry for the "propagation of virtue and the prevention of vice" after seizing power in 2021. 
The ministry published its vice and virtue laws on Wednesday that cover aspects of everyday life like public transportation, music, shaving and celebrations. 
They are set out in a 114-page, 35-article document seen by The Associated Press and are the first formal declaration of vice and virtue laws in Afghanistan since the takeover. 
"Inshallah we assure you that this Islamic law will be of great help in the promotion of virtue and the elimination of vice," said ministry spokesman Maulvi Abdul Ghafar Farooq on Thursday.

    


The laws empower the ministry to be at the frontline of regulating personal conduct, administering punishments like warnings or arrest if enforcers allege that Afghans have broken the laws.




Article 13 relates to women. It says it is mandatory for a woman to veil her body at all times in public and that a face covering is essential to avoid temptation and tempting others. Clothing should not be thin, tight or short. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Women are obliged to cover themselves in front of non-Muslim males and females to avoid being corrupted. A woman's voice is deemed intimate and so should not be heard singing, reciting, or reading aloud in public. It is forbidden for women to look at men they are not related to by blood or marriage and vice versa.
Article 17 bans the publication of images of living beings, threatening an already fragile Afghan media landscape.
Article 19 bans the playing of music, the transportation of solo female travelers, and the mixing of men and women who are not related to each other. The law also obliges passengers and drivers to perform prayers at designated times.

    


According to the ministry website, the promotion of virtue includes prayer, aligning the character and behavior of Muslims with Islamic law, encouraging women to wear hijab, and inviting people to comply with the five pillars of Islam. It also says the elimination of vice involves prohibiting people from doing things forbidden by Islamic law.
Last month, a U.N. report said the ministry was contributing to a climate of fear and intimidation among Afghans through edicts and the methods used to enforce them. 
It said the ministry's role was expanding into other areas of public life, including media monitoring and eradicating drug addiction.
"Given the multiple issues outlined in the report, the position expressed by the de facto authorities that this oversight will be increasing and expanding gives cause for significant concern for all Afghans, especially women and girls," said Fiona Frazer, the head of the human rights service at the U.N. mission in Afghanistan.
The Taliban rejected the U.N. report.
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The biggest diamond in over a century is found in Botswana -- a whopping 2,492 carats
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            A person holds a 2,492-carat diamond which was found in the country and on show, in Gaborone, Botswana, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Botswana's President Mokgweetsi Masisi holds the 2,492-carat diamond that was unearthed at one of its mines and will be put on show, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Gaborone. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Botswana's President Mokgweetsi Masisi holds the 2,492-carat diamond that was unearthed at one of its mines and will be put on show, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Gaborone. (AP Photo)
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                                        GABORONE, Botswana (AP) -- The largest diamond found in more than a century has been unearthed at a mine in Botswana, and the country's president showed off the fist-sized stone to the world at a viewing ceremony Thursday.
The Botswana government says the huge 2,492-carat diamond is the second-biggest ever discovered in a mine. It's the biggest diamond found since 1905.
The as-yet-unnamed diamond was presented to the world at the office of Botswana President Mokgweetsi Masisi. It weighs approximately half a kilogram and Masisi was one of the first to get to hold it.
"It is overwhelming," Masisi said. "I am lucky to have seen it in my time." He gasped and said "wow" before calling senior government officials over to take a closer look.
Officials said it was too early to value the stone or decide how it would be sold. Another smaller diamond from the same mine in Botswana was sold for $63 million in 2016, a record for a rough gem.

    


"This is history in the making," said Naseem Lahri, Botswana managing director for Lucara Diamond Corp., the Canadian mining company that found the diamond. "I am very proud. It is a product of Botswana."




Lucara said in a statement Wednesday that it recovered the "exceptional" rough diamond from its Karowe Mine in central Botswana. Lucara said it was a "high-quality" stone and was found intact. It was located using X-ray technology designed to find large, high-value diamonds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are ecstatic about the recovery of this extraordinary 2,492-carat diamond," Lucara President and CEO William Lamb said in a statement. 
The weight would make it the largest diamond found in 119 years and the second-largest ever dug out of a mine after the Cullinan Diamond that was discovered in South Africa in 1905. The famous Cullinan was 3,106 carats and was cut into gems, some of which form part of the British Crown Jewels.
A bigger, less pure black diamond was discovered in Brazil in the late 1800s, but it was found above ground and was believed to have been part of a meteorite.

    


Botswana, a country of 2.6 million people in southern Africa, is the second-biggest producer of natural diamonds behind Russia and has unearthed all of the world's biggest stones in recent years. The Karowe Mine has produced four other diamonds over 1,000 carats in the last decade.
Before this discovery, the Sewelo diamond, which was found at the Karowe Mine in 2019, was recognized as the second-biggest mined diamond in the world at 1,758 carats. It was bought by French fashion house Louis Vuitton for an undisclosed amount.
The 1,111-carat Lesedi La Rona diamond, also from Botswana's Karowe Mine, was bought by a British jeweller for $53 million in 2017. Another diamond from Karowe, The Constellation, was sold for the record $63 million.
Diamonds are formed when carbon atoms are squeezed together under high pressure deep underground. Scientists say most diamonds are at least a billion years old and some of them more than 3 billion years old.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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Arkansas Supreme Court upholds rejection of abortion rights petitions, blocking ballot measure
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            FILE - Boxes containing signatures supporting a proposed ballot measure to scale back Arkansas' abortion ban are delivered to a room in the state Capitol, July 5, 2024, in Little Rock, Ark. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo, File)
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            FILE - Supporters and opponents of a proposed ballot measure to scale back Arkansas' abortion ban hold signs outside the old Supreme Court chamber at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo, file)
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            FILE - Supporters and opponents of a proposed ballot measure to scale back Arkansas' abortion ban hold signs outside the old Supreme Court chamber at the state Capitol in Little Rock, Ark., July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrew DeMillo, file)
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- The Arkansas Supreme Court upheld the state's rejection of signed petitions for an abortion rights ballot initiative on Thursday, keeping the proposal from going before voters in November.
The ruling dashed the organizers' hopes of getting the constitutional amendment measure onto the ballot in the predominantly Republican state, where many top leaders promote their opposition to abortion.
Election officials said Arkansans for Limited Government failed to comply with state law primarily because it submitted documentation regarding paid signature gatherers separately and not in a single bundle. The group argued that it should have been given more time to provide any additional documents needed. 
"We find that the Secretary correctly refused to count the signatures collected by paid canvassers because the sponsor failed to file the paid canvasser training certification" in the way the law requires, Justice Rhonda Wood wrote for the 4-3 majority.

    


A dissenting justice wrote that the decision strips Arkansans' of their rights and effectively changes the state's initiative law.




"Why are the respondent and the majority determined to keep this particular vote from the people?" wrote Justice Karen Baker, who is running against Wood for chief justice. "The majority has succeeded in its efforts to change the law in order to deprive the voters of the opportunity to vote on this issue, which is not the proper role of this court."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Following the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision removing the nationwide right to abortion, there has been a push to have voters decide the matter state by state.
Arkansas currently bans abortion at any time during a pregnancy, unless the woman's life is endangered due to a medical emergency. 
The proposed amendment would have prohibited laws banning abortion in the first 20 weeks of gestation and allowed the procedure later on in cases of rape, incest, threats to the woman's health or life, or if the fetus would be unlikely to survive birth. It would not have created a constitutional right to abortion. 

    


The ballot proposal lacked support from national abortion rights groups such as Planned Parenthood because it would still have allowed abortion to be banned after 20 weeks, which is earlier than other states where it remains legal.
Had they all been verified, the more than 101,000 signatures, submitted on the state's July 5 deadline, would have been enough to qualify for the ballot. The threshold was 90,704 signatures from registered voters, and from a minimum of 50 counties. 
In a earlier filing with the court, election officials said that 87,675 of the signatures submitted were collected by volunteers with the campaign. Election officials said it could not determine whether 912 of the signatures came from volunteer or paid canvassers. The court's majority said only those signatures gathered by volunteers could be counted, falling short of the threshold.
"This is a win for the rule of law in Arkansas and for those who have followed the rules for years to participate in the state's ballot initiative process," Republican Attorney General Tim Griffin, who represented the secretary of state's office, said in a statement.

    


Arkansans for Limited Government and election officials disagreed over whether the petitions complied with a 2013 state law requiring campaigns to submit identify each paid canvasser by name and confirm that rules for gathering signatures were explained to them.
Supporters of the measure said they followed the law with their documentation, including identifying each paid gatherer. They have also argued the abortion petitions are being handled differently than other initiative campaigns this year, pointing to similar filings by two other groups.
State records show that the abortion campaign did submit, on June 27, a signed affidavit including a list of paid canvassers and a statement saying the petition rules had been explained to them. Then, the July 5 submission included affidavits from each paid worker acknowledging that the group provided them with all the rules and regulations required by law.

    


The state argued in court that this documentation did not comply because it was signed by someone with the canvassing company rather than someone with the initiative campaign. The court did not rule on that issue.
But the majority on Thursday said the statement also needed to be submitted in one bundle so "the Secretary has all the necessary information together and organized when he begins the process."
The court said the June 27 filing did not cover 74 of the paid gatherers used by the abortion campaign.
In another dissent, Chief Justice Dan Kemp said the court should have ordered the state to count all of the signatures and appointed a special master to review the disputed facts.
"This case presents an anomaly in Arkansas jurisprudence," he wrote.
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Venezuela's Supreme Court certifies Maduro's claims that he won presidential election
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Venezuela's Supreme Court has backed President Nicolas Maduro's claims that he won last month's election and said voting tallies published online showing he lost by a landslide were forged.
The high court is packed with Maduro loyalists and has almost never ruled against the government.
Its ruling Thursday came in response a request by Maduro to review vote totals from the July 28 vote, after the opposition published online voting records from 80% of voting booths showing opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez won by a more than 2-to-1 margin.
Gonzalez did not participate in the audit, a fact noted by the justices who accused him of trying to spread panic.
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Family of Gov. Jim Justice, candidate for US Senate, reaches agreement to avoid hotel foreclosure
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                    FILE - The Greenbrier Hotel, a five-star resort in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va., is seen on Nov. 30, 1998. (AP Photo/Jon C. Hancock, File)
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                                        CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) -- The family of West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice has reached an agreement with a credit collection company to avoid the foreclosure of their historic hotel as he runs for U.S. Senate, the resort announced Thursday.
The Republican governor's family was set to appear in court Friday asking a judge to halt the auction of The Greenbrier, which had been scheduled for Tuesday. Whether that hearing is still planned is unclear.
The hotel came under threat of auction after JPMorgan Chase sold a longstanding loan taken out by the governor to a credit collection company, McCormick 101 -- a subsidiary of Beltway Capital -- which declared it to be in default. In a statement, the Justice family said it had reached an agreement with Beltway Capital to "receive a specific amount to be paid in full by October 24, 2024."
The family said it had already secured the money, although the Justices did not specify the amount. 

    


"Under the agreement, Beltway Capital will Beltway reserves its rights if the Justice family fails to perform," the statement reads.
A message left with Beltway Capital wasn't immediately returned Thursday.




The auction, which had been set to occur at a courthouse Tuesday in the small city of Lewisburg, involved 60.5 acres, including the hotel and parking lot.
Justice family attorneys filed a motion this week for a preliminary injunction to try to halt the auction of The Greenbrier. They claimed that a 2014 deed of trust approved by the governor was defective because JPMorgan didn't obtain consent from the Greenbrier Hotel Corp.'s directors or owners, and that auctioning the property violates the company's obligation to act in "good faith and deal fairly" with the corporation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They also argued, in part, that the auction would harm the economy and threaten hundreds of jobs.
About 400 employees at The Greenbrier hotel received notice this week from an attorney for the health care provider Amalgamated National Health Fund saying they would lose coverage Tuesday, the scheduled date of the auction, unless the Justice family paid $2.4 million in missing contributions.

    


Peter Bostic, a union official with the Workers United Mid-Atlantic Regional Joint Board, said that the Justice family hasn't contributed to employees' health fund in four months, and that an additional $1.2 million in contributions will soon be due, according to the letter the board received from Ronald Richman, an attorney with Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, the firm representing the fund.
The letter also said some contributions were taken out of employees' paychecks but never transferred to the fund, concerning union officials. 
The Greenbrier leadership did not comment on the status of the health insurance issue Thursday. The Associated Press sent an email to Bostic seeking comment. 
Justice is running for U.S. Senate against Democrat Glenn Elliott, a former mayor of Wheeling. Justice, who owns dozens of companies and had a net worth estimated at $513 million by Forbes Magazine in 2021, has been accused in court cases of being late in paying millions for family business debts and fines for unsafe working conditions at his coal mines.

    


He began serving the first of his two terms as governor in 2017, after buying The Greenbrier out of bankruptcy in 2009. The hotel has hosted U.S. presidents, royalty and, from 2010 until 2019, a PGA Tour tournament.
Justice's family also owns The Greenbrier Sporting Club, a private luxury community with a members-only "resort within a resort." That property was scheduled to be auctioned off this year in an attempt by Carter Bank & Trust of Martinsville, Virginia, to recover more than $300 million in business loans defaulted by the governor's family, but a court battle delayed that process.
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Live DNC updates: Democrats gear up for Kamala Harris's acceptance speech

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz has accepted his party's nomination for vice president. Democrats gathered at Chicago's United Center for their national convention are hoping to build on the momentum Vice President Kamala Harris has brought since taking over the top of the party's presidential ticket last month.
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Bangladesh court sends 2 journalists to police custody for questioning as chaos continues
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                    Police officers escort Shakil Ahmed, Ekattor television's former head of news, center, and its former chief correspondent Farzana Rupa, rear right in helmet, to the court of the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- A court in Bangladesh's capital Thursday allowed police to interrogate two journalists in their custody for four days in connection with the murder of a garment worker, who joined recent student protests against former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina that forced her to step down and flee to India earlier this month.
Ekattor TV's former Head of News Shakil Ahmed and former Principal Correspondent Farzana Rupa were arrested on Wednesday when the couple, along with their young daughter, went to Dhaka's main Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport to travel overseas. 
After hours of questioning at the airport, the couple was taken into custody. They had attempted to board a Turkish Airlines flight to Paris via Istanbul. The two journalists worked for the pro-Hasina TV channel and were fired by authorities after her government's fall, apparently under pressure from student leaders who are regularly issuing ultimatums to remove people from various sectors. 

    


On Thursday, Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Ahmed Humayun Kabir granted four days of police remand after hearing an application filed by police official Mohaiminur Rahman, who had sought a 10-day remand for questioning them.




Names of Ahmed and Rupa were not initially included in a murder case of the garment worker who died during a demonstration on Aug. 5 in Dhaka's Uttara. The case named 39 accused including Hasina for murder. The journalists were arrested as two of the unnamed accused.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Police said Thursday that the journalist couple had instigated the government of former Hasina to kill protesters.
"We came to know based on a tip-off that the accused had instigated the (former) government to crush the students in the quota reform movement. The misery behind the incident will be revealed if police interrogate the accused thoroughly," according to the police petition to the court. 

    


The development came as interim leader Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel laureate, is overhauling the bureaucracy, judiciary and other public sectors, including the central bank and universities, by changing their heads. 
Yunus-led government has also fired more than 1,800 elected local government representatives across the country since he took over on Aug. 8 after Hasina stepped down on Aug. 5 in the face of a mass uprising that followed attacks, vandalism and killings of many people loyal to Hasina. The parliament was also dissolved after she quit. 
The United Nations said in a report recently that more than 650 people died in the violence. It said nearly 400 deaths were reported between July 16 and August 4, while around 250 people were reportedly killed following the new wave of violence between Aug. 5 and 6 after Hasina's downfall.
On Thursday, the New York-based Human Rights Watch expressed concern over the arrest of the journalist couple. 
"It is extremely concerning that the justice system is replicating its abusive and partisan behavior since the fall of the Awami League government (of Hasina), with arbitrary arrests and failure in due process, merely reversing those targeted," said Meenakshi Ganguly, deputy director of the agency's Asia Division, in an email to The Associated Press. 

    


"While there is legitimate anger over the abuses under Sheikh Hasina's authoritarian governance, the focus should be on reform, not reprisal, which will only serve to undermine the pledges of the interim government," she said. 
The student protests, which began against a quota system for government jobs, were initially peaceful but turned violent on July 15. Later they morphed into a movement against what was considered Hasina's increasingly autocratic administration. The uprising eventually forced Hasina to leave office, ending her 15-year rule.
Hasina, 76, was elected to a fourth consecutive term in January, but the vote was boycotted by her main opponents, with thousands of opposition activists detained beforehand. 
On Thursday, a team from the United Nations arrived in Bangladesh to discuss the process of investigating alleged human rights violations during the deadly violence in the country.

    


The U.N. office in Bangladesh said the team will visit Dhaka on Aug. 22-29. "The purpose of this visit is to understand their priorities for assistance in promoting human rights," it added. 
Referring to the attack on at least seven TV stations and newspapers in recent weeks, A U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said Wednesday that any such attacks should be accountable. 
"The safety and well-being of journalists anywhere in the world is of critical importance for any country, especially for countries going through a transition. It is important that journalists be allowed to do their work, and that those who commit violence against journalists be held to account," Dujarric said. 
-----
Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.
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Indonesia cancels ratification of controversial election law changes as thousands protest
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            A protester clashes with the police during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters clash with security officers during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Indonesians protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            A protester holds a poster during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            A student protester throws a rock toward riot police officers during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            A student protester throws a flare at riot police officers during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, outside the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Student protesters armed with sticks walk past burning tires and road barricades during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, outside the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Student protesters confront riot police officers after tearing down a section of the fence of the parliament building during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters clash with riot police officers during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Riot police officers take defensive positions as they clash with protesters during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Student protester shout slogans during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Student protesters confront Indonesian soldiers in riot gear after tearing down a section of the fence of the parliament building during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            A protester clashes with the police during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    A protester clashes with the police during a rally against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, at the parliament building in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters clash with security officers during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    Protesters clash with security officers during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    Protesters protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Protesters attempt to storm Indonesia's parliament during a protest against controversial changes to election laws that could further enhance the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesian lawmakers canceled plans to ratify controversial revisions to the country's election laws, the deputy speaker of Parliament said, after thousands of protesters rallied in front of the parliament building.
If implemented, the changes could have further enhanced the political influence of outgoing President Joko Widodo.
Parliament met in an emergency session Thursday to overturn one decision made by Indonesia's Constitutional Court on election procedures, while amending another. But the legislature canceled the ratification after failing to achieve a quorum amid the protests outside.
"It was stated that the revision of the regional election law cannot be implemented. This means that today the revision of the regional election law will not be implemented," Deputy Speaker Sufmi Dasco Ahmad told reporters in Jakarta.

    


Indonesian police fired tear gas and water cannon to disperse thousands of protesters who attempted to storm the parliament building after they tore down a section of fence and threw rocks at police. Protesters occupied roads in front of the building. Some held banners and signs, while others started a fire and burned tires.




The Constitutional Court on Tuesday dismissed a challenge to an age limit that prevents people under 30 from running for regional governorships, which would prevent Widodo's youngest son, Kaesang Pangarep, 29, from running in a regional contest in Central Java.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The court also made it easier for political parties to nominate candidates by cutting back a requirement that they hold 20% of a local legislature.
Parliament on Wednesday passed an emergency motion to change the minimum age to serve as governor to 30 at the time of inauguration and further ease nomination requirements, and had planned to ratify the change in a plenary session on Thursday. 
The moves triggered widespread condemnation on social media and raised concerns about a potential constitutional crisis. The legislature was forced to cancel passing the law after failing to achieve a quorum.

    


Widodo, popularly known by his nickname Jokowi, began his second and final five-year term in October 2019 and is not eligible to run again. He leaves office in October.
Widodo's eldest son, Gibran Rakabuming Raka, is the incoming vice president after the same court created an exception to the age limit for the post for former regional leaders. The decision was made while Widodo's brother-in-law, Anwar Usman, was serving as chief justice. Usman was criticized for participating in a case involving a close relative and later dismissed.
Activists, students, workers and Indonesian celebrities and musicians joined the protest Thursday, voicing concerns about democracy in Indonesia.
Protests were also reported in other big cities, including Bandung, Yogyakarta, Surabaya and Makassar.
In Yogyakarta, at least 1,000 protesters rallied in front of Yogyakarta's parliament building, the state palace and the city's ceremonial center. Their demands included voting down the regional election bill, respecting the Constitutional Court's ruling and rejecting political dynasties.

    


The simultaneous protests in major cities showed anger at parliament's efforts to overrule the Constitutional Court decision to allow more candidates to compete in the regional elections, said Yoes Kenawas, a political analyst at Atma Jaya Catholic University.
"They also opposed the dynastic politics carried out by President Jokowi," Kenawas said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indonesia-protest-jokowi-widodo-345949895cc83bd18abcd90f2d1a9715
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            FILE - A man walks by an anti-migration billboard from the Hungarian government, on a street in Budapest, Hungary, April 7, 2018. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            FILE - A migrant girl walks behind a barbed wire fence at a makeshift camp in Horgos, Serbia, seen from the Hungarian side of the border, on Sept. 30, 2016. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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            FILE - A migrant from Afghanistan holds on to a fence after crossing to Hungary from Serbia in Roszke, Hungary, on Sept. 30, 2016. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers put up razor wire on top of a fence on the border with Serbia, in Asotthalom, Hungary, on Aug. 31, 2015. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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            FILE - Migrants arrive at the Hungarian border fence between Serbia and Hungary near Roszke, southern Hungary, on Sept. 13, 2015. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            FILE - Syrian refugees cross into Hungary underneath the border fence on the Hungarian - Serbian border near Roszke, Hungary on Aug. 26, 2015. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers build a fence on the Hungarian - Serbian border near Asotthalom, Hungary on Aug. 10, 2015, as the flow of migrants continues to hit Hungary's southern borders. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky, File)
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        Hungary says it will provide free tickets to Brussels for migrants trying to enter the EU
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            FILE - A man walks by an anti-migration billboard from the Hungarian government, on a street in Budapest, Hungary, April 7, 2018. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9

                                    
                                    FILE - A man walks by an anti-migration billboard from the Hungarian government, on a street in Budapest, Hungary, April 7, 2018. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            FILE - A migrant girl walks behind a barbed wire fence at a makeshift camp in Horgos, Serbia, seen from the Hungarian side of the border, on Sept. 30, 2016. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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            FILE - A migrant from Afghanistan holds on to a fence after crossing to Hungary from Serbia in Roszke, Hungary, on Sept. 30, 2016. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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                                    FILE - A migrant from Afghanistan holds on to a fence after crossing to Hungary from Serbia in Roszke, Hungary, on Sept. 30, 2016. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers put up razor wire on top of a fence on the border with Serbia, in Asotthalom, Hungary, on Aug. 31, 2015. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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                                    FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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                                    FILE - Hungarian soldiers work on a fence that is being built at the border with Croatia, near the village of Beremend, Hungary, on Sept. 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)
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            FILE - Migrants arrive at the Hungarian border fence between Serbia and Hungary near Roszke, southern Hungary, on Sept. 13, 2015. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            FILE - Syrian refugees cross into Hungary underneath the border fence on the Hungarian - Serbian border near Roszke, Hungary on Aug. 26, 2015. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky, File)
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                                    FILE - Syrian refugees cross into Hungary underneath the border fence on the Hungarian - Serbian border near Roszke, Hungary on Aug. 26, 2015. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky, File)
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            FILE - Hungarian soldiers build a fence on the Hungarian - Serbian border near Asotthalom, Hungary on Aug. 10, 2015, as the flow of migrants continues to hit Hungary's southern borders. (AP Photo/Bela Szandelszky, File)
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary's anti-immigration government is prepared to provide free one-way tickets to Brussels for migrants and asylum seekers attempting to enter the European Union, a minister said Thursday in response to hefty fines recently imposed on the country over its restrictive asylum policies. 
Speaking at a news conference in Budapest, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban's chief of staff, Gergely Gulyas, criticized a June ruling by the European Court of Justice that ordered Hungary to pay a fine of 200 million euros ($216 million) for persistently breaking the bloc's asylum rules, and an additional 1 million euros per day until it brings its policies into line with EU law. 
"Brussels wants to force us at any cost to let migrants in," Gulyas said, referring to the EU's headquarters in Belgium. 
He said that if the EU continues to force regulations on Hungary that "does not make it possible to detain migrants at the border," his country will offer every migrant "transport to Brussels free of charge." 

    


Hungary's anti-immigrant government has taken a hard line on people entering the country since well over 1 million people entered Europe in 2015, most of them fleeing conflict in Syria. The country built fences protected by razor wire on its southern borders with Serbia and Croatia and a pair of transit zones for holding asylum seekers on its border with Serbia. Those transit zones have since closed.




But the EU has taken issue with Hungary's unusually rigid asylum system, and asked the bloc's top court to fine Budapest for forcing people seeking international protection to travel to its embassies in Serbia or Ukraine to apply for a travel permit, a violation of EU rules that oblige all member countries to have common procedures for granting asylum.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Orban, a right-wing populist who is consistently at odds with the EU, has earlier vowed that Hungary would not change its migration and asylum policies regardless of any rulings from the European Court of Justice.

    


On Thursday, Gulyas blasted the fines Hungary has incurred over its asylum system, saying: "Hungary doesn't want to pay this daily fine indefinitely, so we will make it possible for people to enter if they want, and will offer them a one-way ticket to Brussels." 
"If Brussels wants migrants, then it can have them," he continued. 
Hungary's threat to transport migrants to Brussels mirrors similar moves from Republican governors in the United States, who since 2022 have bussed or flown undocumented immigrants to Democratic strongholds like New York, Los Angeles and Chicago in protest of federal asylum procedures. 
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Former New Hampshire lawmaker loses right to vote after moving out of his district
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                                        NORTH HAVERHILL, N.H. (AP) -- A former New Hampshire lawmaker has avoided jail time but lost his right to vote after moving out of his district, keeping his seat for a year and being charged with crimes related to his change of address.
Troy Merner, 62, a Republican, pleaded guilty Wednesday to lesser charges -- misdemeanor counts of wrongful voting and theft by deception.
He had won a fourth term representing Lancaster in the state House in 2022, around the same time he moved to the community of Carroll. He resigned in September 2023 after the attorney general's office investigated a complaint that he had continued to vote in Lancaster after his move.
A judge accepted Merner's plea agreement. He was accused of voting in Lancaster and receiving excessive mileage reimbursement by claiming he lived there. A call to Merner's lawyer was not returned. 

    


New Hampshire law requires lawmakers to live in the district they represent. Lawmakers are paid only $100 a year but are reimbursed for their travel to and from Concord, the state capital.
Merner received a 12-month sentence that was suspended for two years on good behavior. He acknowledged that his right to vote in New Hampshire will be terminated unless later restored by the state supreme court. 
Merner agreed not to seek elected or appointed public office during the suspension period. He also agreed to pay a fine of $1,100.
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Delegates cheer as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Robert Camacho arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            North Carolina delegate Gloria Goodwin wears sunglasses during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            A member of the Mississippi delegation makes her way to her seat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Police block the street during a demonstration near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Stevie Wonder speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 36 | 
            Filmmaker Spike Lee attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Kenan Thompson drops a copy of Project 2025 onto the table during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Al Sharpton, left, talks to Rev. Jesse Jackson gesture during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., pumps his fist as he walks on the convention floor during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 36 | 
            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., takes a selfie with Massachusetts delegates during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Second Gentalman Douglas Emhoff, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen cheer for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Hillary Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            25 of 36 | 
            President Joe Biden kisses first lady Jill Biden after speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a sign as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            28 of 36 | 
            Second gentleman Douglas Emhoff speaks during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former first lady Michelle Obama speaking during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Barack Obama hugs his wife Former First Lady Michelle Obama during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            34 of 36 | 
            A delegate cheers during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen react during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Delegates cheer as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Robert Camacho arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            North Carolina delegate Gloria Goodwin wears sunglasses during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            A member of the Mississippi delegation makes her way to her seat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Police block the street during a demonstration near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Stevie Wonder speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Filmmaker Spike Lee attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Kenan Thompson drops a copy of Project 2025 onto the table during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Al Sharpton, left, talks to Rev. Jesse Jackson gesture during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., pumps his fist as he walks on the convention floor during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., takes a selfie with Massachusetts delegates during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Second Gentalman Douglas Emhoff, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen cheer for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Hillary Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            President Joe Biden kisses first lady Jill Biden after speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a sign as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Second gentleman Douglas Emhoff speaks during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former first lady Michelle Obama speaking during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Barack Obama hugs his wife Former First Lady Michelle Obama during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            A delegate cheers during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen react during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Thousands of Democratic delegates officially made Vice President Kamala Harris their nominee earlier this month, and now have reiterated their choice in a celebratory roll call of states. It's one of a number of unprecedented moments to come as part of the 2024 Democratic National Convention in Chicago, where Democrats solidified their nomination of the party's first Black woman atop its ticket, as well as the first nominee of South Asian descent.
Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party, with President Joe Biden -- amid growing calls to do so from within his own party -- shuttering his campaign and throwing his support behind Harris. Amid a whirlwind battleground states tour with her new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris made an appearance in the arena on the convention's opening night, giving brief remarks before watching speeches from box seats, then returning to the stage to hug Biden following his speech, a political farewell of sorts.

    


A convention that had initially been planned with Biden as its top honoree instead became, at least on its first night, a way to honor the longtime Democratic politician as he passed the torch to Harris. Some delegates in the arena -- many clad in state-specific regalia or matching attire -- dabbed their eyes as they held "We love Joe" signs. Biden, introduced by his daughter Ashley, also wiped his own eyes as he hugged her and took the stage.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/dnc-democratic-convention-photo-gallery-10ebaa09aff989ccc6367b0d21aa1891
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            The USS Abraham Lincoln entered MidEast waters as tensions remain high over Iran's threat to retaliate against Israel over the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran. The US military's Central Command made the announcement early Thursday, sharing footage of F-35s taking off.
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            The Greek-flagged oil tanker Sounion is seen heading into the Finnart Ocean Terminal in the United Kingdom on Nov. 29, 2017. The Sounion traveling through the Red Sea came under repeated attack Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, leaving the vessel "not under command" and drifting ablaze after an assault suspected to have been carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels, the British military said. (David Mackinnon via AP)
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            The Greek-flagged oil tanker Sounion is seen heading into the Finnart Ocean Terminal in the United Kingdom on Nov. 29, 2017. The Sounion traveling through the Red Sea came under repeated attack Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, leaving the vessel "not under command" and drifting ablaze after an assault suspected to have been carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels, the British military said. (David Mackinnon via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A French destroyer rescued 29 mariners from an oil tanker that came under repeated attack in the Red Sea, officials said Thursday, while also destroying a bomb-carrying drone boat in the area.
Yemen's Houthi rebels are suspected to have carried out the assault on the Sounion, now abandoned in the waterway. The attack, the most serious in the Red Sea in weeks, comes during a monthslong campaign by Houthis targeting ships over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip that has disrupted a trade route through which $1 trillion in cargo typically passes each year.
The Sounion is now at anchor in the Red Sea and no longer drifting, the European Union's Operation Aspides said. The vessel had been staffed by a crew of 25 Filipinos and Russians, as well as four private security personnel, who have been taken to nearby Djibouti, the EU mission in the Red Sea said.

    


The Sounion has 150,000 tons of crude oil aboard and represents a "navigational and environmental hazard," the mission warned. "It is essential that everyone in the area exercises caution and refrains from any actions that could lead to a deterioration of the current situation."




Military officials did not name the French destroyer involved in the rescue. The Sounion also had not asked for an escort prior to the attacks, the EU mission said. 
The French military separately released an image of the Sounion, showing the blaze on board had been extinguished. It also published an image of its fire targeting the drone boat as well. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: French destroyer rescues 29 mariners from oil tanker stricken in Red Sea attacks
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports a French military ship picks the crew of an oil tanker stricken by Red Sea attacks.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In the attack Wednesday, men on small boats first opened fire with small arms about 140 kilometers (90 miles) west of the rebel-held Yemeni port city of Hodeida, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said.
Four projectiles also hit the ship, it added. It wasn't immediately clear if that meant drones or missiles.

    


The Houthis did not immediately claim responsibility for the attacks, though it can take them hours or even days before they acknowledge their assaults. However, they did acknowledge U.S. airstrikes in Hodeida that the American military's Central Command said destroyed a Houthi surface-to-air missile and radar system Wednesday.
The Houthis have targeted more than 80 vessels with missiles and drones since the war in Gaza started in October. They seized one vessel and sank two in the campaign that also killed four sailors.
Other missiles and drones have either been intercepted by a U.S.-led coalition in the Red Sea or failed to reach their targets.
The rebels maintain that they target ships linked to Israel, the United States or the UK to force an end to Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little or no connection to the conflict, including some bound for Iran.
As Iran threatens to retaliate against Israel over the assassination of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, the U.S. military told the USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft carrier strike group to sail more quickly to the area. Early Thursday, the U.S. military's Central Command said the Lincoln had reached the Mideast's waters, without elaborating. 

    


America also has ordered the USS Georgia-guided missile submarine into the Mideast, while the USS Theodore Roosevelt aircraft carrier strike group was in the Gulf of Oman.
Additional F-22 fighter jets have flown into the region and the USS Wasp, a large amphibious assault ship carrying F-35 fighter jets, is in the Mediterranean Sea.
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                    In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Parliament Press Office, the Ukrainian Parliament is seen during a session in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Ukraine has ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court Wednesday, opening the possibility of more prosecutions of Russian officials for war crimes and crimes against humanity. (Andrii Nesterenko, Ukrainian Parliament Press Office via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine ratified the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, taking a step toward membership that Kyiv says will increase chances of prosecuting war crimes by Russians and boost victims' chances of receiving compensation.
Ukraine's parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, voted Wednesday to ratify the founding treaty of the ICC, which currently has 124 member states.
"We are trying to take real steps on all of the fronts of international justice to bring the Russian Federation to justice," said Deputy Justice Minister Iryna Mudra.
"The ratification of the Rome Statute will increase the chances of victims receiving compensation for Russian war crimes," she added.
Ukraine is not a member of the court but has accepted its jurisdiction dating back to 2013. The court's prosecution office opened an investigation in 2022.

    


In 2023 the ICC issued arrest warrants for Russian President Vladimir Putin and Maria Lvova-Belova, Russia's Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights, over allegations of war crimes involving the forced deportation of Ukrainian children. The following year, more warrants were issued for Russia's Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and the Chief of the General Staff of the Russian Army, Gen. Valery Gerasimov.




Membership of the ICC also is a requirement for joining the European Union, which Ukraine hopes to do. It was formally accepted as a candidate in June 2022, four months after Russia began its full-scale invasion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The document was initially signed by the Ukrainian government in 2000, but the Constitutional Court blocked ratification in 2001 and declaring it unconstitutional to authorize the ICC to rule on Ukraine's actions.
The question of ICC membership resurfaced in 2014, after Russia illegally annexed the Crimean peninsula from Ukraine and occupied parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

    


However, many Ukrainians feared that ratification of the Rome Statute could allow the ICC to prosecute Ukrainian citizens participating in the armed conflict on Ukrainian territory.
To reflect those concerns, the legislation contains a clause that says Ukraine will not recognize the ICC's jurisdiction in cases where the crimes may have been committed by Ukrainian nationals.
Liz Evenson, International Justice Director at Human Rights Watch, welcomed the move as a "welcome advance in building a global system for accountability for the worst crimes."
However she urged Kyiv to ratify the Rome Statute without reservations.
"Limitations in the law, however, risk shielding perpetrators from justice and fall short of the needs and hopes of victims and survivors in Ukraine who have been advocating for ICC membership for years," Evenson said.
___
Associated Press writer Molly Quell in The Hague, Netherlands, contributed.
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            Participants in a protest by the "Citizens' Initiative for a Potsdam without a Garrison Church" stand in front of the building with signs to mark the opening of the tower of the Garrison Church in Potsdam, Germany, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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            A participant in a protest organized by the "Citizens' Initiative for a Potsdam without a Garrison Church" holds a sign showing the Garrison Church in the shape of an imperial eagle at the opening of the church's tower in Potsdam, Germany, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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            German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier, patron of the reconstruction project, speaks at the opening ceremony for the tower of the Garrison Church in Potsdam, Germany, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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            Passers-by walk in front of the tower of the Garrison Church in the city center in Potsdam, Germany, Thursday Aug. 22, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Germany's president on Thursday inaugurated the rebuilt tower of a church that became associated with the Nazis' takeover of power and whose remains were demolished under communist rule. 
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier said it offers an opportunity to reflect on the country's complicated past amid a surge in authoritarian and antidemocratic attitudes.
The baroque tower of the Garrison Church, rebuilt with a viewing platform 57 meters (187 feet) above street level, rises over the center of Potsdam, just outside Berlin. Mayor Mike Schubert said it "provides a new view over the expanse of our city and also into the depths and the abysses of our history."
On March 21, 1933, the Garrison Church, or Garnisonkirche, was the scene of the first opening of parliament after Adolf Hitler became chancellor -- weeks after the fire at the Reichstag building in Berlin that was followed by the suspension of civil liberties. 

    


Outside the church, Hitler shook hands with President Paul von Hindenburg. The scene came to symbolize the alliance of the "new" and "old" Germany, between the Nazis and conservative traditionalists.




The church was originally built in the 1730s to serve the Prussian royal court and the military. It burned out in bombing shortly before the end of World War II in 1945, and the remains of the tower were blown up under East Germany's communist government in 1968.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ambitions to rebuild the church -- and opposition to the plans -- date back to the 1990s. The partial reconstruction was eventually carried out by a foundation backed by the Protestant church.
Critics view the church as a symbol of militarism and a place the far-right could identify with. More than 100 people demonstrated opposite the tower Thursday in a protest organized by a group that has opposed the rebuilding. 
Backers aim to counter the opposition with an exhibition taking a critical look at the history of the site. The words "Guide our feet into the way of peace" are inscribed into the base of the rebuilt tower in five languages.

    


The regional Protestant bishop, Christian Stablein, pledged at the inauguration ceremony to ensure that "the enemies of democracy and peace ... have no place here." 
Steinmeier acknowledged that the road to rebuilding the tower "was long, it was complicated and, as we can hear outside, it remains contentious."
"This place challenges us," he said. "It confronts us with its and with our history." 
Under the kaisers, preachers at the church "put religion into the service of nationalist propaganda, glorified war and unconditional obedience," Steinmeier said. After the end of World War I and the monarchy, it still "attracted antidemocratic forces."
But he said the building's hefty historical baggage, and the debate about it, offers opportunities today. 
Concern about the strength of the far right has mounted in Germany in recent months. The far-right Alternative for Germany party appears on course for strong performances in three state elections in the formerly communist east -- including in Brandenburg, whose capital Potsdam is -- over the next month.

    


"Contempt for democracy and its institutions, fascination with authoritarianism and exaggerated nationalism unfortunately are not just yesterday's issues -- they are alarmingly topical," the president said. "The new Garrison Church can be a place where we develop an awareness for historical contexts ... and critically question Prussian and German history. More than that, we can reflect on how to deal with history." 
The rebuilt tower stands alongside a communist-era data processing center, which now serves as a working place for artists. Steinmeier, who was the patron of the rebuilding project, said that center should be preserved. There are no plans to rebuild the nave of the church.
The reconstruction cost about 42 million euros ($46 million), the majority provided by the federal government, according to the foundation behind it. The tower opens to the public starting Friday.
Potsdam is home to a range of historical sites including the Sanssouci Palace and its park, and the Cecilienhof Palace where the wartime allies' Potsdam conference was held in 1945.
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            Cambodia's prime minister on Thursday led a celebration of the return of dozens of precious artifacts from museums and private collectors abroad, and said his government will continue working to bring more home.
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), artifact statues are displayed during a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, front, prays before a statue with Culture and Fine Arts Phoeurng Sackona, right, during a ceremony for the return of artifacts in Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet, center, prays before a Buddha statue during a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet delivers a speech during a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian Minister of Culture and Fine Arts Phoeurng Sackona greets before delivering a speech during a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian businesspeople, Ly Yong Phat, the president of the L.Y.P. Group, left, and Choeung Sopheap, second from left, attend a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian Minister of Culture and Fine Arts Phoeurng Sackona greets before delivering a speech during a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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            In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian businesspeople, Ly Yong Phat, the president of the L.Y.P. Group, left, and Choeung Sopheap, second from left, attend a ceremony for the return of artifacts at Peace Palace in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AKP via AP)
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- Cambodia's prime minister on Thursday led a celebration for the return of dozens of precious artifacts from museums and private collectors abroad, and said his government will continue working to bring more home.
Hun Manet, who became prime minister last year when he succeeded his long-serving father, Hun Sen, said the 70 returned statues symbolically reunited the Cambodian people with their ancestral souls. The artifacts were displayed at the Peace Palace, the seat of the country's government.
Many, if not all, the pieces were looted during a long period of civil war and instability while Cambodia was ruled by the brutal communist Khmer Rouge regime in the 1970s.
Cambodia has benefited from a trend in recent decades that has seen the repatriation of art and archaeological treasures taken from their homelands. These include ancient Asian artworks as well as pieces lost or stolen in turmoil in places such as Syria, Iraq and Nazi-occupied Europe.

    


"A total of 70 Khmer cultural objects have been returned through a range of different processes, including voluntary returns, negotiations, seizures and legal proceedings, from different collections such as from the Lindemann family, Jim Clark, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, and other private collectors in the United States," the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts said in a statement.




The statement said the returned items include important Hindu and Buddhist masterpieces from the 9th-to-14th-century Angkor period and earlier, "especially priceless stone statues such as a mythical warrior from the Hindu epic Mahabharata, statues of Shiva and Parvati, and the statue of Ardhanarishvara from the ancient capital of Koh Ker."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hun Manet said that from 1996 until last month, 1,098 artifacts had been returned to Cambodia, 571 from private collections and 527 from foreign institutions and governments.

    


The 70 items displayed Thursday included 14 that arrived from New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art in early July; the remainder, from private collectors, arrived in late July.
The pieces that came from the New York museum were bought and trafficked by well-known art dealer Douglas Latchford, who was indicted in 2019 for allegedly orchestrating a multiyear scheme to sell looted Cambodian antiquities on the international art market. Latchford, who died the following year, had denied any involvement in smuggling.
A statement from the U.S. Embassy in Cambodia, said the U.S. government "has facilitated the return of over 150 antiquities, including previous returns of the Hindu elephant god Ganesh statue and the 10th century 'Skanda on a Peacock,' both on display at the National Museum of Cambodia in Phnom Penh."
"The United States is a committed and reliable partner for protecting the cultural heritage of Cambodia," embassy Charge d'Affaires Bridgette Walker, who attended the ceremony, was quoted saying. "Returning looted artifacts to their rightful home is the right thing to do." 
Cambodian-U.S. relations are generally strained, mainly because of Washington's criticism of alleged political repression and human rights violations by Cambodia's government, 
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            A team from the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) transports people to safety through a flooded area following incessant rains in Agartala, north eastern Tripura state, India, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Abhisek Saha)
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            People navigate a flooded street following incessant rains in Feni, a coastal district in southeast Bangladesh bordering with Indian Tripura state, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A young girl is carried on the shoulder by a man as they navigate flood waters following incessant rains in Agartala, north eastern Tripura state, India, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abhisek Saha)
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            People ride on the back of a vehicle as they navigate a flooded street following incessant rains in Feni, a coastal district in southeast Bangladesh bordering with Indian Tripura state, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            People navigate a flooded street following incessant rains in Agartala, north eastern Tripura state, India, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Abhisek Saha)
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            A young girl looks out of the window of her house surrounded by flood water following incessant rains on the outskirts of Agartala, north eastern Tripura state, India, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Abhisek Saha)
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        Floods maroon many people in Bangladesh and India and cause at least 15 deaths
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Floodwaters have stranded hundreds of thousands of people in India's northeast and neighboring Bangladesh's eastern region, causing at least 15 deaths as rescuers struggled to reach those who needed help, officials and media reports said Thursday.
At least 11 people were killed and thousands displaced from homes as floods and mudslides have ravaged India's northeastern Tripura state, bordering Bangladesh, since Wednesday.
Another four were killed in Bangladesh as upstream India and downstream Bangladesh share common rivers along their border.
India's Meteorological Department issued a "red" alert in Tripura on Wednesday, forcing authorities to announce a two-day closure of schools after heavy rains inundated several regions, including the state's capital, Agartala.
Authorities have opened more than 300 relief camps in Tripura, where the number of people shifting to the camps was estimated to run into thousands.

    


Of the 11 dead since the rains intensified Monday, seven drowned or washed away while four were buried by mudslides.
"We are closely monitoring the situation and are focusing on providing relief to those displaced from their homes," Tripura's Chief Minister Manik Saha said.




In Bangladesh, a pregnant woman died after she fell into raging waters at Akhaura in Brahmanbaria district, Bengali-language Kal Bela newspaper reported. Three other people died from drowning and electrocution, it said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The rains and the rising waters from upstream Tripura state devastated many areas in eastern Bangladesh. Many in the worst-hit districts such as Cumilla, Feni and Noakhali called for rescue as power was cut and road links were disconnected. Travel and communication were severed between the capital, Dhaka, and the southeastern port city of Chattogram as parts of a major highway were under water. 
The Bangladesh Flood Forecasting and Warning center said Thursday that the water levels in many rivers in the delta nation's eastern, northeastern and southeastern regions were still increasing.

    


About a dozen volunteers who rushed to the scene with boats and speedboats in the region told The Associated Press by phone that they were struggling to reach many of the affected people as they failed to communicate with them because the victims' mobile numbers could not be reached. Many areas have no electricity, the government said. 
"We are taken shelter at a house where about 35 people need to be rescued soon. The water is still rising and now we are on the rooftop with our small kids and elderly family members," Sonia Akter, a mother of 2-year-old girl, told AP by phone from the scene at Feni. "Please send us a boat. Please save us."
The military and other authorities have started rescue operation in the region, the authorities said.
While the both neighbors have been affected in the flood, many Bangladeshis blamed India for the flash floods, saying that India opened a river dam in Tripura, causing sudden floods in Bangladesh. India's Ministry of External Affairs denied that in a statement.

    


Monsoon rains in South Asian nations India and Bangladesh typically begin in June. India and Bangladesh share 54 common rivers that flow from the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal. The countries have contention over the sharing of waters of the common rivers.
___
Associated Press writer Wasbir Hussain contributed to this report from Guwahati, India. 
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz reacts during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 35 | 
            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 35 | 
            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            California State Controller Malia Cohen, left and California Lieutenant Gov. Eleni Kounalakis react as Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Colorado Gov. Jared Polis holds up a copy of Project 2025 as he speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Human Rights Campaign President Kelley Robinson during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A delegate cheers during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, D-Del., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            California delegate Matthew J. Rothschild arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            15 of 35 | 
            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Mini Timmaraju, president and CEO of Reproductive Freedom for All, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            North Carolina delegate Gloria Goodwin wears sunglasses during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Rep. Suzan Delbene, D-Wash., walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, second from right, poses with his wife Gwen Walz, from right, son Gus Walz and daughter Hope Walz after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Kenan Thompson drops a copy of Project 2025 onto the table during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Nancy Pelosi attends the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Yalonda M. James/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz reacts during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 35

                                    
                                    Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 35 | 
            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            California State Controller Malia Cohen, left and California Lieutenant Gov. Eleni Kounalakis react as Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Colorado Gov. Jared Polis holds up a copy of Project 2025 as he speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Human Rights Campaign President Kelley Robinson during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            A delegate cheers during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, D-Del., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            California delegate Matthew J. Rothschild arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Mini Timmaraju, president and CEO of Reproductive Freedom for All, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            North Carolina delegate Gloria Goodwin wears sunglasses during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Rep. Suzan Delbene, D-Wash., walks on stage to speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, second from right, poses with his wife Gwen Walz, from right, son Gus Walz and daughter Hope Walz after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    29 of 35

                                    
                                    Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 35 | 
            Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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                                    Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Kenan Thompson drops a copy of Project 2025 onto the table during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Nancy Pelosi attends the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Yalonda M. James/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is introduced during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz reacts during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            President Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            President Joe Biden speaks at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a sign as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            President Joe Biden embraces Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris as first lady Jill Biden hugs second gentleman Doug Emhoff during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            California State Controller Malia Cohen, left and California Lieutenant Gov. Eleni Kounalakis react as Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin walk off the stage after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Al Sharpton talks to Rev. Jesse Jackson during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            President Joe Biden waves as he stands on stage with his grandson Beau Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            President Joe Biden, left, wipes his eyes after embracing his daughter Ashley Biden, right, on stage at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Barack Obama hugs his wife Former First Lady Michelle Obama during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Former first lady Michelle Obama speaking during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Wisconsin delegates pause during the national anthem at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Bill Clinton salutes as he walks off the stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Stephanie Grisham, former Trump White House Press Secretary, speaking at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Team USA Men's Basketball coach and Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Second Gentalman Douglas Emhoff, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen cheer for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hugs President Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 31 | 
            Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Former President Barack Obama speaks during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris walks onto stage during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Second gentleman Doug Emhoff, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz applaud as first lady Jill Biden speaks during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            President Joe Biden kisses first lady Jill Biden after speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, clasps her hand in the air with President Joe Biden at the Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        PHOTO COLLECTION: Election 2024 DNC Moments

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 31 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is introduced during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz reacts during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            President Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            President Joe Biden speaks at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a sign as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            President Joe Biden embraces Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris as first lady Jill Biden hugs second gentleman Doug Emhoff during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            California State Controller Malia Cohen, left and California Lieutenant Gov. Eleni Kounalakis react as Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin speak during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of hostage Hersh Goldberg-Polin walk off the stage after speaking during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., with Massachusetts delegates during the DNC, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Al Sharpton talks to Rev. Jesse Jackson during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            President Joe Biden waves as he stands on stage with his grandson Beau Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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            President Joe Biden, left, wipes his eyes after embracing his daughter Ashley Biden, right, on stage at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 31

                                    
                                    President Joe Biden, left, wipes his eyes after embracing his daughter Ashley Biden, right, on stage at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 31 | 
            Former President Barack Obama hugs his wife Former First Lady Michelle Obama during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Former first lady Michelle Obama speaking during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                    Former first lady Michelle Obama speaking during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Wisconsin delegates pause during the national anthem at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Jon Polin, left, and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, speak on stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Former President Bill Clinton salutes as he walks off the stage during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 31

                                    
                                    Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 31 | 
            Stephanie Grisham, former Trump White House Press Secretary, speaking at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Gus Walz cries as Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Team USA Men's Basketball coach and Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Second Gentalman Douglas Emhoff, Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and wife Gwen cheer for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hugs President Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    25 of 31

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris hugs President Biden during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            26 of 31 | 
            Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Former President Barack Obama speaks during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris walks onto stage during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Second gentleman Doug Emhoff, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen Walz applaud as first lady Jill Biden speaks during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            President Joe Biden kisses first lady Jill Biden after speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, left, clasps her hand in the air with President Joe Biden at the Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Police detain a protester during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A demonstrator and a counter protester struggle near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 38 | 
            Police clash with demonstrators near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 38 | 
            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Police take a protester into custody after a fence surrounding United Center was knock down at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A counter protester is treated after getting into an altercation with demonstrator after a rally during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters walk-through posters during a demonstration near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A protesters confronts police during a demonstration at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Police walk towards protesters who knock down a fence surrounding United Center at the Democratic National Convention after a march Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Police line up after a piece of fence was knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 38 | 
            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Counter protesters arrive at Union Park before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Police replace a piece of fence knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention after a march Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Police line up after a piece of fence was knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A protester waits at Union Park for the start of a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester yells during a demonstration before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters demonstrate prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            CORRECTS TO JOHN ALEXANDER LOGAN NOT JOHN ALEXANDER MORGAN A police line goes around a monument to John Alexander Logan in Grant Park prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester talks to a police officer before the upcoming Democratic National Convention, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Law enforcement prepares for a demonstrators from the LGBTQ+/Women's Rights: Bodies Outside of Unjust Laws march prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester stands in front of some police officers before the upcoming Democratic National Convention, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Ukrainian supporters protest before the start of the Democratic National Convention, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in downtown Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    A police officer watches protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 38

                                    
                                    Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Police detain a protester during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A demonstrator and a counter protester struggle near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Police clash with demonstrators near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    Police clash with demonstrators near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Demonstrators clash with police near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters rally at a demonstration in Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Police take a protester into custody after a fence surrounding United Center was knock down at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A counter protester is treated after getting into an altercation with demonstrator after a rally during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters walk-through posters during a demonstration near the Israeli Consulate during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            A protesters confronts police during a demonstration at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                    A protesters confronts police during a demonstration at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Police walk towards protesters who knock down a fence surrounding United Center at the Democratic National Convention after a march Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Police line up after a piece of fence was knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    Police line up after a piece of fence was knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Counter protesters arrive at Union Park before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                    Counter protesters arrive at Union Park before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Police replace a piece of fence knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention after a march Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Police line up after a piece of fence was knocked down by protesters surrounding the United Center at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            A protester waits at Union Park for the start of a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    A protester waits at Union Park for the start of a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester yells during a demonstration before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    A protester yells during a demonstration before a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    27 of 38

                                    
                                    Protesters march to the Democratic National Convention after a rally at Union Park Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters demonstrate prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    Protesters demonstrate prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            CORRECTS TO JOHN ALEXANDER LOGAN NOT JOHN ALEXANDER MORGAN A police line goes around a monument to John Alexander Logan in Grant Park prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester talks to a police officer before the upcoming Democratic National Convention, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                    Protesters march prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march passed a police line prior to the start of the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Law enforcement prepares for a demonstrators from the LGBTQ+/Women's Rights: Bodies Outside of Unjust Laws march prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    Law enforcement prepares for a demonstrators from the LGBTQ+/Women's Rights: Bodies Outside of Unjust Laws march prior to the Democratic National Convention Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A protester stands in front of some police officers before the upcoming Democratic National Convention, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                    A protester stands in front of some police officers before the upcoming Democratic National Convention, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Ukrainian supporters protest before the start of the Democratic National Convention, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in downtown Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                    Ukrainian supporters protest before the start of the Democratic National Convention, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in downtown Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Iran's hard-line parliament approved all members of reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian's Cabinet, the first time in over two decades a leader has been able to get all of his officials through the body. (AP video shot by Saeed Sarmadi)
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            2 of 11 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, center, is greeted by lawmakers while leaving the parliament after the conclusion of his speech during the debate on his proposed ministers, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            3 of 11 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, center, is greeted by lawmakers while leaving the parliament after the conclusion of his speech during the debate on his proposed ministers, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            4 of 11 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian speaks during the debate on his proposed ministers at an open session of parliament, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. Iran's hard-line parliament on Wednesday approved all members of reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian's Cabinet, the first time in over two decades a leader has been able to get all of his officials through the body. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            5 of 11 | 
            Iranian lawmakers attend an open session of parliament during the third day of debate on the 19 proposed ministers by President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            6 of 11 | 
            Nominee for foreign minister Abbas Araghchi speaks in an open session of parliament during the second day of debate on the 19 proposed ministers by Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. Araghchi, 61, a career diplomat, was a member of the Iranian negotiating team that reached a nuclear deal with world powers in 2015 that capped Tehran's nuclear program in return for the lifting of sanctions. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            7 of 11 | 
            Nominee for defense minister Gen. Aziz Nasirzadeh speaks during an open session of parliament on the third day of debate for the 19 proposed ministers by Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. Nasirzadeh, an F-14 Tomcat pilot, was chief of the Iranian Air Force in 2018-2021. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            8 of 11 | 
            Nominee for roads and housing minister Farzaneh Sadegh walks towards the podium during an open session of parliament on the third day of debate for the 19 proposed ministers by Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. Sadegh would become only the second female minister in Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. It is unclear, however, whether she will be approved. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            9 of 11 | 
            Nominee for roads and housing minister Farzaneh Sadegh attends an open session of parliament on the third day of debate on the 19 proposed ministers by Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. Sadegh would become only the second female minister in Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. It is unclear, however, whether she will be approved. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            10 of 11 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian waves to the lawmakers while leaving the parliament after the conclusion of his speech during the debate on his proposed ministers, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Nominee for foreign minister Abbas Araghchi speaks in an open session of parliament during the second day of debate on the 19 proposed ministers by Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. Araghchi, 61, a career diplomat, was a member of the Iranian negotiating team that reached a nuclear deal with world powers in 2015 that capped Tehran's nuclear program in return for the lifting of sanctions. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
            Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian waves to the lawmakers while leaving the parliament after the conclusion of his speech during the debate on his proposed ministers, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            An Iranian cleric lawmaker films the parliament on his cell phone after the parliament's vote of confidence to all proposed ministers of President Masoud Pezeshkian, in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        TEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Iran's hard-line parliament on Wednesday approved all members of reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian's Cabinet, the first time in over two decades a leader has been able to get all of his officials through the body. 
The approval marks an early win for Pezeshkian, a longtime lawmaker who found himself catapulted into the presidency after a helicopter crash in May killed his hard-line predecessor. 
Getting his officials approved shows Pezeshkian picked a Cabinet of consensus with names palatable to all of the power centers within Iran's theocracy, as opposed to going for controversial choices as well.
Underlining that point, Pezeshkian immediately posted an image online with him standing next to Iran's judiciary chief, a Shiite cleric, and the country's parliament speaker, a hard-liner he once faced in the election.

    


"Consensus for Iran," he wrote in the caption.
Former Foreign Minister Mohamamad Javad Zarif, who campaigned for Pezeshkian in his election, later resigned as a vice president for the new leader over the Cabinet selections. 
Among those in Pezeshkian's new Cabinet is Abbas Araghchi, 61, a career diplomat who will be Iran's new foreign minister.




Araghchi was a member of the Iranian negotiating team that reached a nuclear deal with world powers in 2015 that capped Tehran's nuclear program in return for the lifting of sanctions. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2018, then-President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of the deal and imposed more sanctions on Iran. Pezeshkian said during his presidential campaign that he would try to revive the nuclear deal.
The candidate who received the most support from lawmakers was the country's new defense minister, Aziz Nasirzadeh, who received 281 votes out of 288 present lawmakers. The chamber has 290 seats.
Nasirzadeh was chief of the Iranian air force from 2018 to 2021. 
Health Minister Mohammad Reza Zafarghandi received the lowest number of votes with 163.

    


The only female minister proposed, Housing and Road Minister Farzaneh Sadegh, a 47-year-old architect, received 231 votes. She is the first female minister in Iran in more than a decade.
The parliament also approved Pezeshkian's proposed Intelligence Minister Ismail Khatib, as well as Justice Minister Amin Hossein Rahimi, both of whom served under the late President Ebrahim Raisi. Pezeshkian also put Raisi's minister of industries, Abbas Aliabadi, in the post of energy minister.
Dropping proposed ministers has been a tradition in Iran's parliament, making Pezeshkian's success that much more striking. Former reformist President Mohammad Khatami was the only president who received vote of confidence for all of his proposed ministers in both 1997 and 2001.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-parliament-pezeshkian-cabinet-4f43823ce3aef39fde05c70782c96395
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            Robert Camacho arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate shows off support during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate shows off support during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a Harris piece during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a pin during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A member of the Mississippi delegation makes her way to her seat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A delegate attends the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A delegate wears a decorated hat during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Mississippi delegate and Taylor Swift fan Kelly Jacobs wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A delegate wears a pin during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            A delegate holds a sign during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A supporter wears a Kamala hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 27 | 
            Ohio delegate Helen Sheehan watches during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A person wears a T-shirt during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Cheese head is seen on a seat before the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A person wears a hat at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            People arrive before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Delegates take photos during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Doris Wallace arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Delegates pray during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A Harris 2024 pin is placed on a chair during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A woman wears a Kamala Harris hat during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Robert Camacho arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate shows off support during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate shows off support during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Mississippi delegate Kelly Jacobs wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a Harris piece during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate wears a pin during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A member of the Mississippi delegation makes her way to her seat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            A delegate attends the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 27

                                    
                                    A delegate attends the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A delegate wears a decorated hat during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Mississippi delegate and Taylor Swift fan Kelly Jacobs wears a hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A delegate wears a pin during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            A delegate holds a sign during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            16 of 27 | 
            A supporter wears a Kamala hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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                                    A supporter wears a Kamala hat during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Ohio delegate Helen Sheehan watches during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A person wears a T-shirt during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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                                    A person wears a T-shirt during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Cheese head is seen on a seat before the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 27 | 
            A person wears a hat at the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            People arrive before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Delegates take photos during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Doris Wallace arrives before the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A delegate arrives at the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Delegates pray during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            A Harris 2024 pin is placed on a chair during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            A woman wears a Kamala Harris hat during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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From cybercrime to terrorism, FBI director says America faces many elevated threats 'all at once'
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            FBI Director Christopher Wray answers questions during an interview, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Brooklyn Center, Minn. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        BROOKLYN CENTER, Minn. (AP) -- The country is facing heightened threats from many corners at a time when law enforcement agencies are struggling, FBI Director Christopher Wray said in an exclusive interview, adding that he is "hard pressed to think of a time in my career where so many different kinds of threats are all elevated at once." 
Wray spoke Wednesday with The Associated Press while visiting the Minneapolis field office to talk about partnerships between law enforcement agencies and also with other entities. His remarks come as the FBI confronts heightened concerns over terrorism, both domestic and international, as well as Chinese espionage and intellectual property theft and foreign election interference.
"I worry about the combination of that many threats being elevated at once, with the challenges facing the men and women in law enforcement more generally," Wray said at the office in the suburb of Brooklyn Center. "And the one thing that I think helps bridge those two challenges is partnerships. That's how we get through. It is by all working together." 

    


Wray's assessment of an elevated threat landscape is consistent with alarm bells he has sounded for months. Soon after the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas in Israel, Wray began warning that the rampage could serve as an inspiration to militants, "the likes of which we haven't seen since ISIS launched its so-called caliphate years ago." 




The FBI has also scrambled to deal with security concerns related to the United States' southern border, with officials revealing in June that eight people from Tajikistan with suspected ties to the Islamic State group were arrested and were being held on immigration violations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Officials are also dealing with the specter of foreign election interference. The FBI and other federal agencies announced Monday that Iran was responsible for a hack targeting the Trump campaign and for an attempted breach of the Biden-Harris campaign, part of what officials portrayed as a brazen and aggressive effort to interfere in American politics. 

    


Wray declined to talk about any specific investigation or threat but said investigations into cyberattacks, including against election infrastructure, candidates or campaigns, require help from the private sector. 
"One of the things that we have been doubling down on with every passing day is, is on partnerships, because ultimately you're talking about the ability to connect the dots, whether it's against some kind of election influence threat or some other kind of threat," Wray said. "You need to have partners sharing information with each other to put the two pieces together to see the bigger picture."
Law enforcement officers are being killed in the line of duty at a rate of about one every five days, Wray said, noting that four first responders have died in Minnesota alone in 2024. They include a Minneapolis officer killed in May while trying to help someone, and two officers and a paramedic who died in Burnsville in February when a heavily armed man opened fire. 

    


Such violence "breaks my heart every single time," the director said. 
The FBI has not been spared such attacks: Days after agents searched Donald Trump's Florida estate, Mar-a-Lago, to recover classified documents, a gunman who called on social media for federal agents to be killed "on sight" died in a shootout after trying to get inside the FBI's Cincinnati office.
Wray said the FBI has been working to beef up traditional partnerships with state and local law enforcement, while also creating other ones with business and academia to help counter threats against cybersecurity or intellectual property. In Minneapolis and other offices, he said, authorities are cooperating with the likes of school resource officers and mental health professionals to help at-risk teenagers in hopes of heading off future threats.
Working with industry is important for protecting innovation and artificial intelligence from foreign threats, Wray added. 
"AI is in many ways the most effective tool against the bad guys' use of AI," he said. "So we need to work closely with industry to try to help make sure that American AI can be used to help protect American people from AI-enabled threats coming the other way." 
___
Associated Press writer Eric Tucker in Washington contributed to this report.
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Bill Pascrell Jr., long-time New Jersey congressman, dies at 87
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                    FILE - Rep. Bill Pascrell, D-N.J., speaks at Passaic County Community College in Paterson, N.J., on May 13, 2016. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- New Jersey Democratic Rep. Bill Pascrell Jr., a 14-term incumbent and a fixture in his hometown of Paterson for more than four decades, died Wednesday. He was 87. 
Pascrell had been in and out of the hospital with an illness recently. He died Wednesday morning at Cooperman Barnabas Medical Center in Livingston, New Jersey, according to his long-time chief of staff, Ben Rich. 
"It is with deep sadness that we announce that Bill Pascrell Jr., our beloved husband, father, and grandfather, passed away this morning," a statement posted on Pascrell's X account said. "Bill fought to his last breath to return to the job he cherished and to the people he loved."
Pascrell was slated to run for a 15th term in the fall. 
President Joe Biden hailed Pascrell as "a devoted patriot, a gentleman, and an exemplary leader."
"A beloved bridge-builder and champion for working-class people, Bill fought relentlessly to ensure their voices and needs were at the center of policymaking," Biden said in a statement released late Wednesday. "I always knew Bill's positions were guided by his deep conscience and convictions."

    


Pascrell was a longtime advocate for emergency responders. He spearheaded the Firefighter Investment and Response Enhancement Act, which delivers grant dollars directly to fire departments across the country. 


He was instrumental in getting the Great Falls recognized as a national historical park. The waterfall on the Passaic River in Paterson falls 77 feet and is an emblem of the city and its past as an industrial town. Pascrell used the waterfall on his office's letterhead. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Known for his candor and willingness to use New Jersey's reputation for sharp-elbowed politics, he served on the influential House Ways and Means Committee, which handles tax-writing legislation. After Superstorm Sandy devastated the state's shoreline in 2012, causing $65 billion in damage, and some lawmakers balked at approving aid, he took the House floor to chastise them. 

    


"I don't think that this is time for a pedantic debate. It's time to take the gloves off -- Jersey style," Pascrell said. The House passed the legislation two days later.
A lifelong resident of Paterson, Pascrell served in the Army and Army Reserve after college and graduate school. He worked as a teacher in Paterson and served on the Board of Education there from 1979 to 1982 before going on to the state Legislature. 
He was Paterson's mayor from 1990 to 1996, when he ran for Congress. 
A baseball fan and sometime player who coached the Democratic team in this year's congressional baseball game, he said in an interview with Roll Call he had two tryouts with the Philadelphia Phillies.
"I was a catcher. I weighed 125 pounds in high school. I loved it. I used to eat a little dirt before every game to try to scare the other team. They'd say that guy is totally nuts," he said. 
Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy remembered Pascrell for "an unwavering instinct for drawing strength from our state's diversity" and said he was a "champion for our most vulnerable neighbors."

    


Pascrell is the second New Jersey representative to die in office this year. 
Rep. Donald Payne Jr. died in April, and was succeeded on the ballot in a special primary held last month by Newark City Council President LaMonica McIver. 
Unlike vacant Senate seats, which New Jersey also faces this year because of Sen. Bob Menendez's resignation after bribery convictions, the governor doesn't appoint House members. 
It's unclear yet whether there will be a special election to fill Pascrell's unexpired term, which ends in January. Murphy has the authority to call an election, though it's unclear what he'll do. A message seeking comment was left with his office. 
___
Associated Press writer Bruce Shipkowski in Toms River, New Jersey, contributed. 
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Alaska Supreme Court to hear arguments in case seeking to keep ranked vote repeal measure off ballot
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                    FILE - Campaign buttons urging Alaskans to repeal ranked choice voting sit on a picnic table at the home of Phil Izon, a backer of the initiative, in Wasilla, Alaska, on May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Thiessen, File)
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                                        JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) -- The Alaska Supreme Court is set to hear a case Thursday that will decide whether a measure to repeal the state's new open primary and ranked choice general election system will remain on the November ballot.
The parties arguing the case in Anchorage are seeking a ruling from the state's high court by Sept. 3.
Three voters who sued to disqualify the measure from the ballot are challenging Superior Court Judge Christina Rankin's decision in June that the state Division of Elections complied with deadlines and acted within its authority when it allowed sponsors of the repeal measure to fix errors with petition booklets after they were already turned in. 
Rankin in a subsequent decision found instances in which the signature-gathering process was not properly carried out by repeal supporters, and she disqualified those booklets. But the appeal focuses on the deadline questions. 

    


Getting an initiative on the ballot requires signature gathering. People who circulate petition booklets must attest to meeting certain requirements and have their affidavits notarized or certified.




The Division of Elections found problems with more than 60 petition booklets -- most of which involved a person whose notary commission had expired -- and began notifying the initiative sponsors of the problems on Jan. 18, six days after the petition was turned in, attorneys for the state and plaintiffs have said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The sponsors of the repeal measure ultimately returned 62 corrected booklets before the division completed its signature count in March. Attorneys on both sides have said the measure would not meet the signature requirements to qualify for the ballot if the 62 booklets were thrown out. 
The 2020 initiative replaced party primaries with open primaries and instituted ranked vote general elections. Under the open primary system, voters are asked to pick one candidate per race, with the top four vote-getters, regardless of party affiliation, advancing to the general election. 

    


The new system was first used in 2022 and is being used again for this year's elections. Many of this year's legislative races had fewer than four candidates in the primary. 
Supporters of ranked choice voting say it gives voters more choice and rewards candidates who appeal to a broader portion of the electorate. Opponents say it's confusing and pushes voters to rank candidates they don't necessarily support.
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Kenan Thompson speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Maren Morris performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Mindy Kaling speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Sheila E., left, and John Legend perform during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Common performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Spike Lee watches as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul casts their vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            DJ Cassidy speaks during Roll Call at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Filmmaker Spike Lee attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Peppermint from Los Angeles attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Nabela Noor, content creator, speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jason Isbell performs during the Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Yalonda M. James/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            CORRECTS NAME FROM BENTELACREME TO BenDeLaCreme - BenDeLaCreme attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Singer Mickey Guyton performs during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Common performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 22 | 
            Patti LaBelle performs on the second day of the Democratic National Convention (DNC) at the United Center, in Chicago, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Mike Segar/Pool via AP)
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            Lonnie Lynn, also known as Common, performing at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            John Legend performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Kenan Thompson speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Maren Morris performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Mindy Kaling speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Sheila E., left, and John Legend perform during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Common performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Spike Lee watches as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul casts their vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            DJ Cassidy speaks during Roll Call at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Filmmaker Spike Lee attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Peppermint from Los Angeles attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 22

                                    
                                    Peppermint from Los Angeles attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 22 | 
            Nabela Noor, content creator, speaking at the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Jason Isbell performs during the Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (Yalonda M. James/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            CORRECTS NAME FROM BENTELACREME TO BenDeLaCreme - BenDeLaCreme attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Stevie Wonder performs during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Singer Mickey Guyton performs during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Common performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Patti LaBelle performs on the second day of the Democratic National Convention (DNC) at the United Center, in Chicago, Tuesday, Aug.20, 2024. (Mike Segar/Pool via AP)
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            Lonnie Lynn, also known as Common, performing at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            The Utah House of Representatives convenes in a special session to consider a constitutional amendment at the Capitol in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Scott G Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            Senate Majority Assistant Whip Kirk Cullimore, R-Draper, talks about SJR401, Proposal to Amend Utah Constitution -- Voter Legislative Power, which he is sponsoring during a special Utah legislative session at the Senate Building in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Kristin Murphy/The Deseret News via AP)
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            People line up to give public comment on SJR401, Proposal to Amend Utah Constitution -- Voter Legislative Power, during a special Utah legislative session at the Senate Building in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. They only allowed three people in favor and three people opposed to speak. (Kristin Murphy/The Deseret News via AP)
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            The Utah Senate convenes in a special session to consider a constitutional amendment at the Capitol in Salt Lake City on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (Scott G Winterton/The Deseret News via AP)
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            FILE - This photo shows the Utah State Capitol, March 14, 2013, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah's Republican-controlled Legislature will ask voters in November to relinquish some of their rights to lawmakers who want the ability to change state ballot measures after they've passed.
Frustrated by a recent state Supreme Court ruling, lawmakers called a special session Wednesday in which both chambers swiftly approved an amendment to Utah's constitution that would grant them greater power over citizen initiatives. The Legislature used its broadly worded emergency powers to hold the session.
If a majority of Utah voters approves the amendment this fall, it would give lawmakers constitutional authority to significantly rewrite voter-approved ballot measures or repeal them entirely. 
Democrats decried the decision as a "power grab," while Republicans argued it would be dangerous to have certain laws on the books that cannot be substantially changed. The proposal would let lawmakers apply their new power to initiatives from past election cycles. 

    


"We're asking our constituents to turn over more power to us," said state Sen. Nate Blouin, a Millcreek Democrat. "We are patronizing our constituents. We're telling them that we know better while feeding them a spoonful of sugar to make it go down easier."




He pointed to how Republicans are trying to sweeten the deal for voters by tying the amendment's success to other election reforms. For example, deadline extensions that might make it easier to place a voter referendum on the ballot will only pass if the amendment does, too.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

State Sen. Kirk Cullimore, a Draper Republican and a sponsor of the proposal, said during floor debate that a recent state Supreme Court ruling in a redistricting case has effectively turned ballot initiatives into "super laws" that are not subject to the same revisions as laws passed by the Legislature.
Utah voters approved a ballot measure in 2018 that created an independent commission to redraw voting districts each decade and send recommendations to the Legislature, which could approve those maps or draw their own. The measure also prohibited drawing district lines to protect incumbents or to favor a political party -- language the Legislature tried to strip out and replace with looser provisions in 2020. 

    


Voting rights groups sued after lawmakers ignored a congressional map drawn by the commission and passed one of their own that split liberal Salt Lake County among four congressional districts, which have all since elected Republicans by wide margins. 
Last month, all five Republican-appointed state Supreme Court justices sided with plaintiffs who argued the GOP supermajority had overstepped its authority and undermined voters when it altered the ballot initiative that banned partisan gerrymandering. The court found that lawmakers do not currently have the authority to change laws approved through citizen initiatives except to reinforce them without impairing them, or to advance a compelling government interest.
Now, the Legislature is attempting to circumvent that ruling by expanding its constitutional authority over voters -- but voters themselves will have the final say.

    


Utah isn't the only place where lawmakers have sought the power to undo certain ballot measures. Changes to the political mapmaking process have been the impetus for such efforts in multiple states.
Missouri voters approved a redistricting process in 2018 intended to create "partisan fairness" in voting districts. Lawmakers promptly placed a new amendment on the ballot to undo some of the key elements, and voters agreed to the new version in 2020.
In 2022, Arizona lawmakers placed on the ballot a proposal that would allow them to amend or repeal entire voter-approved measures if any portion of them is found unconstitutional or illegal by the state or federal Supreme Court. Voters defeated it.
This year, an advocacy group has won a spot on the ballot in Ohio for a measure that would appoint a new commission to draw legislative and congressional maps. State Attorney General Dave Yost, a Republican, objected twice to the ballot measure language.
A lower court in Utah also will revisit the process for redrawing the state's congressional districts following the Supreme Court ruling, but the current boundaries will remain for this election cycle.
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., holds a sign as President Joe Biden speaks during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., watches during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 11 | 
            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Nancy Pelosi opened her convention speech with a sense of gratitude for President Joe Biden, even after her doubts about his campaign fed into the pressures that led him to end his reelection effort.
"Thank you, Joe," Pelosi said after going through Biden's legislative achievements.
Then the former House speaker added, "I know that Vice President Harris is ready to take us to new heights."
It was a moment that sidestepped the challenging conversation that led to Harris becoming the Democratic nominee, a dramatic act that catalyzed a sense of excitement and optimism in the party about its chances against Republican Donald Trump.

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


Earlier that day, the former House speaker hadn't wanted to detail her fateful conversation with Biden in which she expressed her concerns about Democrats losing the White House this November.
Speaking in the cathedral-like University Club of Chicago, she initially filibustered when asked about what she told Biden before he exited the 2024 race. Pelosi insisted Biden's choice was his own. But when pressed, the California lawmaker said she needed to do what was necessary to stop Trump from returning to the White House.

    


"I wanted very much to protect his legacy," Pelosi said of the president. "So my point was only: We need a better campaign."




Pelosi isn't taking explicit credit for pushing Biden to end his reelection bid and make way for Harris, a move that has transformed the presidential campaign and given Democrats new hope of beating Trump. But when she took the stage at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, Pelosi addressed a crowd far more enthusiastic than it might have otherwise been, due in part to her.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many lawmakers who were reluctant to campaign with Biden this fall are enthusiastic supporters of Harris -- and her.
"Speaker Pelosi is always someone who reflects the interests of the caucus," Rep. Elissa Slotkin, D-Mich., the party's nominee in a critical Senate race, said in an interview Wednesday before Pelosi's speech. "Her going to President Biden and having those hard conversations, she's reflecting a much louder chorus that was going on in the elected leaders across the Democratic caucus."

    


Adrian Hemond, a Democratic strategist with clients in California, said Pelosi had "a lot of conversations with donors that matter." He stated the former speaker's influence clearly. 
"People who matter in Democratic politics understand that Nancy Pelosi is the most consequential Democrat of the last 50 years," he said. "If you want something done, you go to Nancy Pelosi."
A tough-minded leader who can use chocolates and a baseball bat
Pelosi is that rare mix of power broker and peacemaker, a lawmaker who a colleague once joked keeps both chocolates and a baseball bat in her office. 
The 84-year-old has outlined a philosophy of toughness, saying that her primary motivator has been trying to help as many as one in five children who live in poverty. She can fluently chat about the Grateful Dead and the Baltimore Ravens football team, the pride of her hometown. 
She spoke to Democratic strategist David Axelrod Wednesday about her new book, "The Art of Power." Her mission after a tumultuous few months, she said, is keeping voters focused on the election at hand and the issues that matter.

    


"You have to be able to take a punch, you have to be able to throw a punch ... for the children," she said to laughter from the crowd of roughly 350. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The idea from a grandmother that a boxer's instincts are necessary to defend society's most vulnerable spoke about how she views politics. To her, it requires tough empathy that has guided Democrats to make tough votes such as for the Affordable Care Act, which seemed risky at the moment despite its ultimate popularity.
She hasn't spoken to Biden since he dropped out
Biden has wanted to make clear that the decision to leave the race was his alone, even if Pelosi had relayed the concerns of lawmakers and Democratic voters, nearly two-thirds of whom wanted him to end his bid after his disastrous debate. 
What that decision did to the relationship between two longtime allies is hard to say. Biden told reporters after his valedictory speech to the DNC Monday night that he hasn't spoken to the former speaker. 

    


"No, I haven't spoken to Nancy at all," Biden told reporters after giving his Monday night convention speech. "No one influenced my decision. No one knew it was coming."
Yet what Pelosi did do was provide clarity to the president on behalf of the diverse lawmakers that she led until a few years ago, when Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., became the Democratic leader in the House.
Slotkin and other Democrats credit Jeffries as well for how he represents them. But Pelosi remains a figure on her own with a new title, "speaker emerita," and a belief shared by friends and foes alike that she has unparalleled influence behind the scenes. 
Democrats are now betting -- as Pelosi has before -- that the hardest choices can also be the best ones.

    


"Do I think that this was one of the hardest decisions I've seen any leader make in my lifetime? Absolutely," Slotkin said. "Do I think it was the right decision? Absolutely. Do I think President Biden will go down in history as one of the most patriotic presidents? Absolutely."
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PBS' Judy Woodruff apologizes for an on-air remark about peace talks in Israel
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                    FILE - Judy Woodruff, anchor and managing editor of "PBS Newshour," takes part in a panel discussion during the 2018 Television Critics Association Summer Press Tour in Beverly Hills, Calif., on July 31, 2018. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        Veteran PBS correspondent Judy Woodruff apologized on Wednesday for comments she had made on the air regarding former President Donald Trump and negotiations for a cease-fire in Gaza between Israel and Hamas.
Woodruff, during PBS' Democratic national convention coverage on Monday, repeated a story she had read in Axios and Reuters that Trump had allegedly been encouraging Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to put off peace talks until after the U.S. election in the belief that a deal could help Democrat Kamala Harris' campaign.
But Woodruff said in a post on X Wednesday that she had not seen later reporting that the story had been denied by the Trump campaign and Israel. She said her remarks had not been based on any original reporting on her part.
"This was a mistake, and I apologize for it," Woodruff said.
Woodruff's long career in journalism has included time at CNN and NBC News. She was host of PBS' "NewsHour" between 2013 and 2022, before stepping down for a reporting project.
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Outcome of Connecticut legislative primary race flip-flops amid miscount, missing ballots
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                                        HAMDEN, Conn. (AP) -- A candidate for an open Connecticut legislative seat who thought she lost last week's Democratic primary, only to be declared the winner by two votes when a counting error was discovered 90 minutes after she conceded, has again found herself in the losing column.
A recount held Tuesday, a week after the primary in the 91st House of Representatives District in Hamden, determined Jennifer Pope's opponent, Laurie Sweet, had actually won her party's nomination -- 947 to 932 -- when an envelope with uncounted ballots was found. 
Pope said Wednesday that she was shocked by the series of flip-flops and is not conceding until she is sure all the votes have been counted. 
"I'm still talking with my team about what our next steps should be. There is quite a few irregularities that came out in yesterday's recount," said the first-time candidate. 

    


"It's been a crazy experience for sure. I definitely wasn't anticipating it to go quite this way," Pope said.
Sweet had already given an acceptance speech the night of the primary after getting a concession call from Pope, only to learn of the miscount. But she said she is now confident the final tally is accurate after Tuesday's recount showing her to be the winner.




She said when her volunteers looked at the overall vote totals, it was apparent to them that some votes were missing. Local officials said some primary ballots had to be photocopied at one polling place when poll workers ran out of regular ballots. Ultimately, those ballots had to be hand-counted because they couldn't be fed through the tabulator, Hearst Connecticut Media reported.
"We could pretty clearly figure out that at least some were missing," Sweet said. "So I'm confident that those that were missing were counted yesterday."
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Democrats get a third-party hopeful knocked off Pennsylvania ballot, as Cornel West tries to get on
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            FILE - Progressive activist Cornel West speaks during a demonstration prior to a march to the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., leaves the Pennsylvania Judicial Center, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr., speaks to the media near the Pennsylvania Judicial Center, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania Democrats have won legal challenges keeping the left-wing Party for Socialism and Liberation off the battleground state's presidential ballot, at least for now, while a lawyer with deep Republican Party ties is working to help independent candidate Cornel West get on it.
The court cases are among a raft of partisan legal maneuvering around third-party candidates seeking to get on Pennsylvania's ballot, including a pending challenge by Democrats to the filing in Pennsylvania by independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
A Commonwealth Court judge agreed with two Democratic Party-aligned challenges on Tuesday, ruling that the paperwork filed by the Party for Socialism and Liberation was fatally flawed and ordering the party's presidential candidate, Claudia De la Cruz, off Pennsylvania's Nov. 5 ballot.

    


Seven of the party's 19 presidential electors named in the paperwork were registered as Democrats and thus violated a political disaffiliation provision in the law, Judge Bonnie Brigance Leadbetter wrote. Six voted in the Democratic Party's primary on April 23.




"They literally voted in the Democratic primary and then turned around to try to be electors for a third-party candidate," said Adam Bonin, a Democratic Party-aligned lawyer who filed one of the challenges. "You can't do that."
The Party for Socialism and Liberation said it will appeal and, in a statement, accused Democrats and allies of "looking for any and every bureaucratic technicality conceivable that can be used to ban their opponents from competing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, a lawyer with longstanding ties to Republican candidates and causes went to court to argue that the Secretary of State's office under Democratic Gov. Josh Shapiro was wrong to reject West's paperwork.
"I see no good reason for Mr. West to be kept off the ballot or Pennsylvanians otherwise prevented from voting for him," the lawyer, Matt Haverstick, said in an interview. Haverstick declined to say who hired him or why.

    


The Secretary of State's office is contesting the legal challenge, saying the paperwork lacked the required affidavits for 14 of the 19 presidential electors before the Aug. 1 filing deadline. A broader effort by conservative activists and Republican-aligned operatives is underway across the country to push the candidacy of the left-wing academic.
The Nov. 5 election featuring Republican nominee Donald Trump and Democratic nominee Kamala Harris is expected to be close in Pennsylvania, whose 19 electoral votes are tied with Illinois for fifth-most, and arguably are the most awarded by any battleground state.
Republicans and Democrats view third-party candidates as a threat to siphon critical support from their nominees, especially considering that Pennsylvania was decided by margins of tens of thousands of votes both in 2020 for Democrat Joe Biden and in 2016 for Trump.
The Green Party's Jill Stein and the Libertarian Party's Chase Oliver submitted petitions to get on Pennsylvania's presidential ballot without being challenged.

    


The Democrats' challenge of Kennedy is pending, as is the Republicans' challenge of the Constitution Party. Republicans already won a challenge to the American Solidarity Party candidate.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In the challenge to De la Cruz, the judge cited a provision in state law under which minor-party candidates can't be registered with a major political party within 30 days of that year's primary election.
Leadbetter, elected as a Republican, said it is clear that seven of the party's 19 named presidential electors were registered as Democrats both before and after Pennsylvania's April 23 primary.
De la Cruz's lawyers argued that the party should be able to substitute new electors or simply accept just 12 of Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes instead.
But Leadbetter wrote that Pennsylvania law doesn't allow a post-deadline substitution in this kind of situation, and the U.S. Constitution provides for specific proportional representation among the states in the Electoral College, so awarding fewer electoral votes even in just one state would subvert that proportionality.
___
Follow Marc Levy at https://x.com/timelywriter.
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Military veteran pleads guilty to illegal possession of ricin
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                                        A Marine Corps veteran who authorities said tried to fake his own death after a falling out with a Virginia-based militia group pleaded guilty Wednesday to illegal possession of ricin, a biological toxin.
Russell Richardson Vane IV, 42, of Vienna, Virginia, had been in jail since his arrest in April.
At a plea hearing Wednesday in federal court in Alexandria, Vane admitted that he used castor beans to create ricin at his home. 
Ricin is a toxin that occurs naturally in castor beans, and federal law requires anyone in possession of ricin to register and obtain a license.
Vane came to authorities' attention after an online news outlet reported that a militia group, the Virginia Kekoas, had severed ties with him because they were alarmed by what they considered his loose talk about homemade explosives.
The Kekoas questioned whether he might be a government informant, according to court papers.

    


Authorities searched Vane's home and found a plastic bag with castor beans along with a handwritten recipe for extracting ricin, according to an FBI affidavit. Subsequent tests confirmed the presence of ricin.




At earlier court hearings, Vane's lawyers argued that prosecutors overstated the danger of Vane's conduct and said it was virtually impossible for ricin produced in the home to be used as a lethal weapon. They also said that Vane had never threatened anyone.
Prosecutors, though, said Vane's actions were alarming. They said there is no legitimate reason for an ordinary person to produce ricin, and they also expressed concern about Vane's efforts to fake his own death. Prosecutors introduced evidence that Vane tried to legally change his name in Fairfax County court and that he posted a fake online obituary of himself.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At Wednesday's plea hearing, U.S. District Judge Anthony Trenga agreed that Vane could be released until a sentencing hearing set for November. He faces up to five years in prison, but would likely receive far less time. His plea deal does not include any recommended sentence. 
A call and email to Vane's attorney seeking comment were not immediately returned Wednesday evening.
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Judge dismisses lawsuit after Alabama says new felon voting law won't be enforced this election
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- A judge on Wednesday dismissed a lawsuit over the effective date of a new Alabama law that expands the list of felonies that would cause a person to lose the right to vote.
Circuit Judge James Anderson granted Alabama's request to dismiss the lawsuit after the state assured the judge that the new law would not be enforced until after the November election. 
Anderson noted in his order that plaintiffs, and others impacted by the expanded list, have the right to register and vote through the Nov. 5 election. Anderson handed down the order after a brief court hearing in Montgomery where the two sides agreed on the effective date. 
The Campaign Legal Center had filed the suit seeking clarification that the new law won't be used to block people from voting in November. 
The legislation has an Oct. 1 effective date, but the Alabama Constitution prohibits new election laws from taking effect within six months of the general election. The group argued that those circumstances set up a potentially confusing situation over who could and could not vote in November. 

    


Alabama officials said in a court filing that the state had no plans to implement the law before the election because of the constitutional provision and the time involved in making the change. 




"It will be enforceable after the election, but not this election," Deputy Attorney General James W. Davis told Anderson during the hearing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new law adds that a conviction for attempting, soliciting or conspiracy to commit one of the more than 40 existing crimes that now cause a person to lose their right to vote, would also be considered a disqualifying crime. The lawsuit was filed on behalf of two men, convicted of attempted murder years ago, who would lose their right to vote under the expanded list.
The Campaign Legal Center praised the outcome, saying it provides the needed clarity that people who will be eventually impacted by the new law can still vote on Nov. 5.

    


"Our democracy is by the people and for the people, so every person's voice must be heard. Today, democracy prevailed," Ellen Boettcher, legal counsel for Campaign Legal Center, said in a statement. 
Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen said the result was the "proper disposition of the case."
"This lawsuit was nothing more than an attempt by an out of state, liberal group to occupy the time and resources of the Secretary of State's office and the Attorney General's office as we work to prepare for the Presidential election in November," Allen said in a statement. 
Allen's office last month declined to comment on the implementation date of the new law, saying it "cannot comment on the substance of the pending litigation."
Alabama allows many people convicted of disqualifying felonies to apply to have their voting restored if they have completed their sentences, parole and probation and paid all court fines and court-ordered restitution. Some convictions, such as murder, do not allow a person to regain their voting rights.
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Here's the schedule for the DNC's third night in Chicago featuring Walz, Clinton and Amanda Gorman
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            Gov. Tim Walz accepted his party's nomination for vice president Wednesday night, using his Democratic convention address to thank the packed arena for "bringing the joy" to an election transformed by the elevation of his running mate, Kamala Harris.
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            A video of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is seen on the scoreboard during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                    A video of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris is seen on the scoreboard during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Democratic National Convention organizers have released the schedule for the event's third day. 
Headliners include Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Vice President Kamala Harris' running mate, and former President Bill Clinton. Other speakers include former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, poet Amanda Gorman and the parents of an Israeli American taken hostage by Hamas. Musicians John Legend, Stevie Wonder and Maren Morris will perform.
Here's a look at the entire schedule. All times are Central.
After 5:30 p.m.
Mini Timmaraju, president and CEO of Reproductive Freedom for All; Planned Parenthood Action Fund President and CEO Alexis McGill Johnson; longtime abortion-rights advocate Cecile Richards; Kelley Robinson, president of the Human Rights Campaign; Jessica Mackler, president of EMILYs List; Maria Teresa Kumar, founding president and CEO of Voto Latino; and Rep. Tom Suozzi, D-N.Y.

    



    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


After 6 p.m. 
Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J.; Mayors Aftab Pureval of Cincinnati and Cavalier Johnson of Milwaukee; lead pipe removal advocates Rashawn Spivey and Deanna Branch; Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, D-Del.; Rep. Grace Meng, D-N.Y.; Colorado Gov. Jared Polis; Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz, D-Fla.; Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash.; Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison; Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel; Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an Israeli American who was abducted by Hamas on Oct. 7; a performance from singer Maren Morris. 




After 7 p.m. 
Rep. Veronica Escobar, D-Texas; Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn.; Bexar County, Texas, Sheriff Javier Salazar; Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif.; content creator Carlos Eduardo Espina; former Trump administration official Olivia Troye; former Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan, a Republican; Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss.; retired U.S. Capitol Police Sgt. Aquilino Gonell; Rep. Andy Kim, D-N.J.; content creator Olivia Julianna; a performance from singer Stevie Wonder; comedian Kenan Thompson and other guests on "Project 2025."
After 8 p.m. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Host Mindy Kaling; House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries of New York; former President Bill Clinton; former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California; Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro; Alexander Hudlin, Jasper Emhoff and Arden Emhoff; Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto, D-Nev.

    


After 9 p.m.
Poet Amanda Gorman; Maryland Gov. Wes Moore; Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg; a performance from singers John Legend and Sheila E.; Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn.; Benjamin C. Ingman, a former student of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz; Walz. 
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            A Mississippi man wanted on murder and armed robbery charges was taken into custody Wednesday after a 15-hour standoff with police at a Chicago restaurant just blocks from the Democratic National Convention. (AP Video/Erik Verduzco)
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            A man who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges has been taken into custody following a standoff with police at a restaurant in Chicago.
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            Joshua Zimmerman, who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges, is taken into custody following a standoff with police at a restaurant in Chicago on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (ABC 7 Chicago via AP)
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            Joshua Zimmerman, who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges, is taken into custody following a standoff with police at a restaurant in Chicago on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (ABC 7 Chicago via AP)
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            This photo provided by The U.S. Marshals Service shows Joshua Zimmerman, who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges. (The U.S. Marshals Service via AP)
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            Chicago police SWAT officers patrol the area near the 2300 block of West Madison Street in Chicago, during a standoff with an escaped prisoner, Joshua Zimmerman, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024 in Chicago. (Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            Joshua Zimmerman, who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges, is taken into custody following a standoff with police at a restaurant in Chicago on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (ABC 7 Chicago via AP)
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            This photo provided by The U.S. Marshals Service shows Joshua Zimmerman, who escaped from a Mississippi courthouse and is wanted on murder and armed robbery charges. (The U.S. Marshals Service via AP)
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            Chicago police SWAT officers patrol the area near the 2300 block of West Madison Street in Chicago, during a standoff with an escaped prisoner, Joshua Zimmerman, on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024 in Chicago. (Antonio Perez/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


A man wanted on murder and armed robbery charges was taken into custody Wednesday after a 15-hour standoff with police at a Chicago restaurant just blocks from the Democratic National Convention, authorities said.
Joshua Zimmerman had been sought by the U.S. Marshals Service since his escape from a Mississippi courthouse in June. He was located Tuesday at the restaurant, according to Justin Smith, chief deputy with the DeSoto County Sheriff's Office in Mississippi.
After marshals learned that Zimmerman was in Chicago, an agency task force concluded that he was at a seafood restaurant, where investigators believed he was working.
"During the arrest attempt, Zimmerman retreated into the ceiling and barricaded himself," the agency said in a statement. A Chicago police SWAT team was then called to the scene.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Man wanted on murder charges is apprehended at Chicago restaurant just blocks from DNC
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on an overnight standoff in Chicago of a fugitive from Mississippi.

    

The restaurant is about a half-mile from the United Center, where the political convention is being held. The Marshals Service said there was "no connection or threat to the event or those attending."

    


Without using Zimmerman's name, the Chicago Police Department said a person was taken into custody about 7:20 a.m. and that the SWAT action that began about 4 p.m. Tuesday had ended.




The Marshals Service said Zimmerman escaped from the circuit court building in Hernando, Mississippi, where he was being held on attempted murder and armed robbery charges. He was also awaiting extradition to Houston, Texas, where he's charged with murder, the Marshals Service said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zimmerman was wearing street clothes, not a jail jumpsuit, when he escaped. A screenshot from a courthouse security video showed him wearing khaki pants and a white shirt and no handcuffs.
Smith told reporters that the sheriff's department and other agencies have been investigating why Zimmerman was not wearing handcuffs and how he escaped. He said authorities want to bring him back to Mississippi.

    


"That's why we're excited to actually get a chance to sit down with Zimmerman and get some more facts," Smith said.

    
    It's Day 3 of the DNC, and there are 75 days until Election Day. Here's what to know:

	The parents of a 23-year-old American taken hostage by Hamas during the Oct. 7 attack on Israel gave a speech Wednesday, pleading for the release of the dozens of people who continue to be held captive in Gaza.
	Takeaways: The Democratic National Convention barreled into its third day with a lineup featuring former President Bill Clinton and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as the closer.
	In photos: Delegates descended on Chicago after a topsy-turvy few weeks for their party. A visual look at the 2024 DNC.
	Live updates: Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.



    


According to court records in Harris County, Texas, Zimmerman is accused of fatally shooting a woman, Keyanna Mercer, at a Houston motel on Sept. 2, 2023.
The two were asked to leave the motel after multiple complaints of fighting, and when staff members checked the room to see if they had left, they found Mercer's body with a gunshot wound to the head, police said.
Court records also show Zimmerman was arrested in Connecticut in 2022 on a felony sexual assault charge. He pleaded not guilty and was freed on a $200,000 bond, but a warrant was later issued for his re-arrest. Connecticut State Police did not immediately provide details on the case.
___
Callahan reported from Indianapolis. Associated Press writers Juan Lozano in Houston and Emily Wagster Pettus in Jackson, Mississippi, contributed to t his report.
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Several NGOs start a registry of disappeared persons in El Salvador as anti-gang crackdown continues
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                    FILE - People detained by national police are transported to a detention center, in Soyapango, El Salvador, Oct. 7, 2022, during the state of the emergency declared to battle street gangs. Several nongovernmental organizations on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, launched a registry of disappeared persons in El Salvador, a tool meant to help families with relatives who disappeared during the country's extended state of emergency. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo, File)
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                                        SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) -- Several nongovernmental organizations on Wednesday launched a registry of disappeared persons in El Salvador, a tool meant to help families with relatives who disappeared during the country's extended state of emergency that was declared to battle street gangs.
Under the state of emergency, originally declared in 2022 and still in effect, the government of President Nayib Bukele has rounded up more than 81,000 suspected gang members in sweeps that rights groups say are often arbitrary and based on a person's appearance or where they live. 
Authorities have had to release about 7,000 people because of a lack of evidence.
While the government is accused of committing mass human rights abuses in the crackdown, Bukele remains highly popular in El Salvador because homicide rates sharply dropped following the detentions. The Central American nation went from being one of the most dangerous countries in the world to having the lowest homicide rate in the region.

    


Bukele rode that popularity to reelection in February, despite the country's constitution prohibiting second terms for presidents.




Last month, a human rights organization said that at least 261 people have died in prisons in El Salvador during the 2 1/2-year-old crackdown on street gangs.
Among the eight NGOs supporting the registry is the Institute of Human Rights of the Catholic University of Jose Simeon Canas. The organization said it hopes the registry will compile data to support the creation of policy and prevention programs, treatment and mitigation of social issues, and assist in the search for victims of forced disappearances.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Family members of the disappeared persons can fill out a registry online with their relative's details, creating a unique record that will help in the search for the missing family members.
El Salvador has not had a single registry for disappeared persons that allows the standardization of data reported by the National Police, the Attorney General's Office, the Institute of Forensic Medicine and other government agencies.

    


This is an initial effort "to standardize the data and records of the cases," said Silvia Elizondo, spokesperson for the NGOs.
Data presented by the NGOs showed that between January and September 2023, the number of missing persons reported increased by 9.9%, compared to the same period in 2022. In their last report, the Attorney General's Office reported 366 crimes of persons deprived of their liberty between June 1, 2023 and May 31, 2024, without giving any details about the circumstances.
According to the most recent report from the Foundation of Law Enforcement Studies, a non-profit based in El Salvador, during the first three years of Bukele's administration -- he first took power on June 1, 2019 -- the group registered approximately 6,443 reports of disappeared persons. More than one-third of those people have not been found.
Moreover, the report also said that human rights organizations documented 327 reports of forced disappearances since March 27, 2022, when Bukele launched his crackdown on gangs.
Rights groups have expressed concerns about abuses inside El Salvador's prisons, and say that innocent people are being caught up in sweeps targeting the notorious violent street gangs. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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2 Louisiana Supreme Court candidates disqualified, leaving 1 on the ballot
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- An upcoming election in a new majority-Black state Supreme Court district in Louisiana may already be decided after two of three candidates were disqualified from the race under an opinion issued by the very court they were running for. 
The high court's decision Tuesday evening to drop two candidates from the ballot for failing to meet qualification requirements leaves 1st Circuit Court of Appeal Judge John Michael Guidry unopposed in the Nov. 5 election. He would be the second sitting Black justice and the second Democrat serving on the seven-member state Supreme Court.
Only three Black justices have served on the state's highest court in its nearly 120-year history, each elected from a majority-Black district in the New Orleans area. The Legislature this year created a second majority-minority district, which is anchored in the capital city of Baton Rouge and extends up the Mississippi River. The district covers the entirety of 13 other parishes on the northeast side of the state.

    


Booted from the race -- after not providing adequate proof that they filed their tax returns in a timely manner, according to the court's 5-2 ruling -- are Marcus Hunter, a judge on the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeal, and Leslie Chambers, chief of staff for the Louisiana Housing Corporation.




"While I would much prefer seeing multiple candidates participate in the electoral process to facilitate the voters have a choice in deciding who should serve them, I cannot ignore the clear facts or the applicable law which is equally clear," Chief Justice John L. Weimer said in his reasoning. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among the two dissenting Supreme Court votes was Justice Jefferson D. Hughes III. He wrote: "There is an obvious difference between a candidate who has done nothing, and knows it, and one who in good faith believes his taxes have been filed when he or she so certifies."

    


During testimony in the lower court, both Hunter and Chambers indicated that they believed their taxes has successfully been filed. State law requires Supreme Court candidates to file their state and federal taxes for each of the five years leading up to elections in order to qualify. 
Chambers said she believed she successfully filed her 2022 taxes through TurboTax and was actually owed a nearly $5,000 refund. But the Louisiana Department of Revenue indicated it never received Chambers' tax filings for that year, The Advocate reported. Hunter's accountant testified that he believed Hunter's taxes for all three years in question were successfully filed before the candidate qualified in July, The Advocate reported.
Hunter and Chambers have exhausted legal options within the Louisiana court system. They can attempt to appeal the decision to U.S. Supreme Court, but they are short on time. Early voting starts in less than two months. The Louisiana Secretary of State's office said it will begin the ballot programming process this Friday, and ballots will likely go to print sometime next week. 
"While I, of course, respect the state high court's final judgment, I'll be conferring with counsel this evening to assess the full impact of these decisions, including whether there is judicial relief beyond this venue," Chambers said in a written statement. 

    


Hunter's campaign team did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment. 
The redrawn district was crafted when lawmakers agreed to create an additional mostly Black district, remapping boundaries for the Supreme Court's seven districts for the first time in 27 years. All three candidates who signed up for the race are Black Democrats, meaning that no matter if all three candidates are on the ballot in November or if Guidry remains as the sole option, Louisiana is poised to add another Black justice, and registered Democrat, to the state's highest court. 
Currently, Piper D. Griffin is the only Black justice and lone Democrat sitting on the court. Her term is set to end in 2030. 
Legal challenges against Chambers and Hunter arose last month. A lawsuit filed by Baton Rouge voter Elise Knowles Collins alleged that the two did not meet qualification requirements. 

    


After a trial, a district court ruled that all three candidates could remain on the ballot. Collins appealed the decision, sending the case to the state's 4th Circuit Court where judges issued a decision to remove Chambers from the race. Chambers went on to appeal the lower court's decision in the Louisiana Supreme Court, which found that both Chambers and Hunter failed to prove they successfully filed their state taxes for certain years.
Guidry, who has served as an appellate court judge in Louisiana for 26 years, ran for the state Supreme Court in 2012 but fell short. The former state lawmaker became the first Black chief judge sworn in to lead the Capital City-based 1st Circuit, The Advocate reported. 
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Robinson unveils public safety plan in race for North Carolina governor
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                                        STATESVILLE, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina Republican gubernatorial nominee Mark Robinson announced on Wednesday a public safety plan should he be elected billed as focusing on building up police, fighting violence and drugs and keeping criminals behind bars. 
Robinson's campaign said 30 sheriffs stood with the lieutenant governor at a Statesville news conference as he unveiled his proposal. 
"We stand behind law enforcement and law and order in this state," Robinson said, WSOC-TV reported.
The plan in part attempts to fight what Robinson labels left-leaning efforts to scale back police funding and reduce cash bail for people accused of violent crime so they can more easily be released while awaiting trial. 
Robinson said in a news release that he rejects such proposals and links a "pro-criminal, anti-law-enforcement agenda" to Democratic rival Josh Stein and party presidential nominee Kamala Harris. 

    


A Stein campaign spokesperson told The Charlotte Observer recently that Stein, the attorney general, hasn't supported "defunding the police" and has sought more spending for law enforcement. 
In May, Stein released a series of legislative proposals that in part would seek to help fill vacancies in police departments and jails. They would include pay bonuses for law enforcement training program graduates and financial benefits to attract out-of-state or military police. 




Robinson's proposal says he would "prioritize raises for law enforcement officers in state budgets" and "reinstate the death penalty for those that kill police and corrections officers." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The death penalty remains a potential punishment for people convicted of first-degree murder in North Carolina. An execution hasn't been carried out since 2006, however, as legal challenges over the use of lethal injection drugs and a doctor's presence at executions have in part delayed action. 

    


Robinson campaign spokesperson Mike Lonergan said Wednesday that it's "hard to say the death penalty hasn't gone away when it's in fact been de facto gone since 2006."
Robinson also wants to work with the General Assembly to enact a measure that would require law enforcement to cooperate with federal immigration authorities and honor their requests to hold jail inmates thought to be in the country unlawfully. 
Current Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, who is term-limited from running for reelection, successfully vetoed two measures ordering such cooperation in 2019 and 2022. 
The House and Senate has been unable this year to hammer out a compromise on a similar measure. Cooper has questioned the constitutionality of such a bill and said a past measure was "only about scoring political points" by the GOP on immigration. 
Speaking Wednesday to reporters in Goldsboro, Stein didn't respond directly to questions about his views on the immigration bill. He said local authorities are seeking help hiring and keeping officers.
"I talk to law enforcement about what they want in their communities," Stein said. "And I trust them to be able to determine what's going to be the most effective way for them to keep their members of the community safe."

    


Robinson said in the news release that it was Stein and Harris who have made North Carolina and the U.S. "a magnet for violent crime and dangerous drugs." But Stein said on Wednesday that Robinson "makes us less safe" by his previous comments that the attorney general argues promote political violence. 
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Florida quietly removes LGBTQ+ travel info from state website
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                    FILE - Hundreds of people line Central Avenue and cheer during the 10th Annual St. Pete Pride Street Festival & Promenade in St. Petersburg, Fla. on June 30, 2012. (Leah Millis/Tampa Bay Times via AP, file)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Key West, Fort Lauderdale, Wilton Manors and St. Petersburg are among several Florida cities that have long been top U.S. destinations for LGBTQ+ tourists. So it came as a surprise this week when travelers learned that Florida's tourism marketing agency quietly removed the "LGBTQ Travel" section from its website sometime in the past few months.
Business owners who cater to Florida's LGBTQ+ tourists said Wednesday that it marked the latest attempt by officials in the state to erase the LGBTQ+ community. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis previously championed a bill to forbid classroom instruction on sexual orientation and gender identity, and supported a ban on gender-affirming care for minors, as well as a law meant to keep children out of drag shows.
"It's just disgusting to see this," said Keith Blackburn, who heads the Greater Fort Lauderdale LGBT Chamber of Commerce. "They seem to want to erase us." 

    


The change to Visit Florida's website was first reported by NBC News, which noted a search query still pulls up some listings for LGBTQ+-friendly places despite the elimination of the section.




John Lai, who chairs Visit Florida's board, didn't respond to an email seeking comment Tuesday. Dana Young, Visit Florida's CEO and president, didn't respond to a voicemail message Wednesday, and neither did the agency's public relations director.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Visit Florida is a public-private partnership between the state of Florida and the state's tourism industry. The state contributes about $50 million each year to the quasi-public agency from two tourism and economic development funds.
Florida is one of the most popular states in the U.S. for tourists, and tourism is one of its biggest industries. Nearly 141 million tourists visited Florida in 2023, with out-of-state visitors contributing more than $102 billion to Florida's economy.

    


Before the change, the LGBTQ+ section on Visit Florida's website had read, "There's a sense of freedom to Florida's beaches, the warm weather and the myriad activities -- a draw for people of all orientations, but especially appealing to a gay community looking for a sense of belonging and acceptance."
Blackburn said the change and other anti-LGBTQ+ policies out of Tallahassee make it more difficult for him to promote South Florida tourism since he encounters prospective travelers or travel promoters who say they don't want to do business in the state.
Last year, for instance, several civil rights groups issued a travel advisory for Florida, saying that policies championed by DeSantis and Florida lawmakers are "openly hostile toward African Americans, people of color and LGBTQ+ individuals."
But visitors should also understand that many Florida cities are extremely inclusive, with gay elected officials and LGBTQ+-owned businesses, and they don't reflect the policies coming from state government, Blackburn added.
"It's difficult when these kinds of stories come out, and the state does these things, and we hear people calling for a boycott," Blackburn said. "On one level, it's embarrassing to have to explain why people should come to South Florida and our destination when the state is doing these things."
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Elite prosecutor misused position by offering Justice Department card in DUI stop, watchdog finds

    Elite prosecutor misused position by offering Justice Department card in DUI stop, watchdog finds
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            FILE - In this image from video provided by the Tampa Police Department, Joseph Ruddy, a prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Tampa, hands his business card to Officer Taylor Grant, outside his home in Temple Terrace, Fla., on the evening of July 4, 2023. (Officer Taylor Grant/Tampa Police Department, File)
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            FILE - This photo provided by the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office shows Joseph Ruddy, a prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Tampa, after his arrest on July 4, 2023. (Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this image from video provided by the Tampa Police Department, officers talk with Joseph Ruddy, a prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Tampa, outside his home in Temple Terrace, Fla., on the evening of July 4, 2023. (Officer Taylor Grant/Tampa Police Department, File)
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            FILE - Federal prosecutor Joseph Ruddy arrives at the United States Courthouse Friday, Sept. 1, 2023, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - This photo provided by the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office shows Joseph Ruddy, a prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney's Office in Tampa, after his arrest on July 4, 2023. (Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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            FILE - Federal prosecutor Joseph Ruddy arrives at the United States Courthouse Friday, Sept. 1, 2023, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- One of the nation's most prolific federal narcotics prosecutors flouted ethics rules last year when he drunkenly handed his business card to Florida police investigating a hit-and-run crash, a Justice Department watchdog found.
The finding comes nearly a year after The Associated Press published body-camera footage following a Fourth of July crash in which Joseph Ruddy was accused of striking another vehicle, leaving the scene and improperly seeking to leverage his position as an assistant U.S. attorney in Tampa to blunt the fallout. 
In the footage, a disoriented Ruddy could barely stand up straight, slurred his words and leaned on the tailgate of his pickup to keep his balance. But he was under control enough to hand over his Justice Department credentials to officers from two jurisdictions dispatched to investigate the crash. 

    


"What are you trying to hand me?" a Tampa police officer asked. "You realize when they pull my body-worn camera footage and they see this, this is going to go really bad."
A one-page summary published Wednesday by the Justice Department's Office of Inspector General doesn't name Ruddy but substantiated allegations that an assistant U.S. attorney "engaged in misuse of position" when he provided his work credentials unsolicited. And last year, the Justice Department confirmed that it was referring Ruddy's case to the inspector general's office. 




Investigators also found that the assistant U.S. attorney cited in their report "engaged in conduct prejudicial to the government" by driving drunk and then leaving the scene of a crash after hitting another vehicle. The report was referred to the Justice Department's Professional Misconduct Review Unit for appropriate action.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the AP inquired about Ruddy's work status last year, he was removed from several cases but the Justice Department confirmed on Wednesday that he remains an assistant U.S. attorney. Neither Ruddy nor his attorney responded to messages seeking comment Wednesday.

    


"While we cannot comment on specific personnel matters, the Department of Justice holds all personnel, including its assistant U.S. attorneys, to the highest standards of personal and professional conduct," the department said in a statement. "We take all allegations of misconduct by Department personnel seriously and take appropriate action where warranted." 
Ruddy is known in law enforcement circles as one of the architects of Operation Panama Express, or PANEX -- a task force launched in 2000 to target cocaine smuggling at sea, combining resources from the U.S. Coast Guard, FBI, Drug Enforcement Administration and Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Historically, PANEX-generated intelligence contributes to more than 90% of U.S. Coast Guard drug interdictions at sea. Between 2018 and 2022, the Coast Guard removed or destroyed 888 metric tons of cocaine worth an estimated $26 billion and detained 2,776 suspected smugglers, a senior Coast Guard official said in congressional testimony last year. The bulk of those cases were handled by Ruddy and his colleagues in Tampa, where PANEX is headquartered.

    


A former Ironman triathlete, the 70-year-old Ruddy enjoys a reputation among attorneys for hard work and toughness in the courtroom. Among his biggest cases were some of the early extraditions from Colombia of top smugglers for the feared Cali cartel.
But the majority of cases handled out of his office involve mostly poor fishermen from Central and South America who make up the drug trade's lowest rungs. Often, the drugs aren't even bound for U.S. shores and the constitutional guarantees of due process that normally apply in criminal cases inside the U.S. are only loosely observed.
Despite his own admissions and witness testimony, state prosecutors never charged Ruddy with hit-and-run and dismissed charges of driving under the influence with property damage -- a first-degree misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in prison. 
Ruddy, whose blood-alcohol level tested at 0.17%, twice the legal limit, was instead allowed late last year to plead no contest to reckless driving, a second-degree misdemeanor, and given 12 months' probation.

    


"We had no witnesses who could testify to seeing Mr. Ruddy behind the wheel during the incident, which is a key factor in proving DUI cases," said Erin Maloney, spokeswoman for the state attorney's office in Hillsborough County, which includes Tampa. "This outcome ensures the defendant is still held accountable."
On the night of his arrest, Ruddy was accused of sideswiping an SUV whose driver had been waiting to turn at a red light, clipping a side mirror and tearing off another piece of the vehicle that lodged in the fender of Ruddy's pickup.
"He never even hit brakes," a witness told police. "He just kept going and he was swerving all the way up the road. I'm like, 'No, he's going to hurt somebody.'"

    


When officers arrived at Ruddy's home in the Tampa suburb of Temple Terrace, they found him hunched over his pickup, holding his keys and using the vehicle for support, a police report said. Officers noted that he had urinated on himself, was unable to walk without help and failed a field sobriety test.
"I understand we might be having a better night," Tampa police patrolman Taylor Grant said before looking at the business card.
"Why didn't you stop?" the officer asked.
"I didn't realize it was that serious," Ruddy said in a slurred response. 
"You hit a vehicle and you ran," the officer said. "You ran because you're drunk. You probably didn't realize you hit the vehicle."
___
Mustian reported from New York. Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected].
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                    This image provided by Lionsgate shows a scene from the film, "Megalopolis." (Lionsgate via AP)
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                                        Lionsgate recalled its new trailer for Francis Ford Coppola's " Megalopolis " Wednesday amid revelations that critics' quotes were fabricated.
"Lionsgate is immediately recalling our trailer for Megalopolis," a Lionsgate spokesperson said in a statement to The Associated Press. "We offer our sincere apologies to the critics involved and to Francis Ford Coppola and American Zoetrope for this inexcusable error in our vetting process. We screwed up. We are sorry."
The trailer, released earlier Wednesday, included quotes from critics like Pauline Kael and Roger Ebert of other Coppola films that did not actually appear in their reviews. The intent, it seems, was to highlight the critical divisiveness of now-classics like "The Godfather" and "Apocalypse Now," leaning into some of the more negative reactions to "Megalopolis," the self-financed $120 million epic opening in September.

    


The trailer attributed a quote to Kael that "The Godfather" was "diminished by its artsiness." But Kael loved "The Godfather," and this phrase was not used in her March 1972 review of the film for The New Yorker. Ebert also did not write that Coppola's "Bram Stoker's Dracula" was "a triumph of style over substance." Quotes from Rex Reed and Vincent Canby, about "Apocalypse Now," did not appear in their reviews either.




"Megalopolis" has been decades in the making, and it received many mixed reviews upon its premiere at the Cannes Film Festival earlier this year. It has also come under scrutiny of late for alleged misconduct on set, after videos leaked of Coppola hugging and kissing extras during a club scene. Representatives have not responded to the AP's requests for comment about the videos.
The film is set to have its North American premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival next month before hitting theaters on Sept. 27.
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            FILE - Bob Iger speaks at the Bloomberg Global Business Forum, Sept. 25, 2019, in New York. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Morgan Stanley James Gorman speaks during the Global Financial Leaders' Investment Summit in Hong Kong, Nov. 2, 2022. (AP Photo/Bertha Wang, File)
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                                        Morgan Stanley Executive Chairman James Gorman will lead Disney's search for a successor to Bob Iger, two years after the company's longtime leader came out of retirement following a rocky transition to his hand-picked replacement.
Iger returned in 2022 after a period of clashes, missteps and a weakening financial performance at Disney under his chosen successor, Bob Chapek. 
Iger was Disney's public face for 15 years, compiling a string of victories lauded in the entertainment industry and by Disney fans, before he retired in 2020.
Shares of Walt Disney Co. rose slightly before the opening bell Thursday. 
On his return, Iger initially agreed to a two year contract in order to redirect Disney's trajectory and help find a new chief executive. But in July 2023 Iger agreed to a two-year contract extension that will keep him at Disney through the end of 2026.

    


There have been some notable successes under Iger since his return, including the first profit for the Disney's streaming service. Yet Disney has struggled to bring stability back to its parks division. The company cautioned this month that it has seen some moderation in demand at its Experiences division that includes six global theme parks, and that the trend may linger for the next few quarters. 


Gorman, who joined Disney's board earlier this year, has previous succession planning experience, as he oversaw the process at Morgan Stanley. Gorman currently serves as Morgan Stanley's executive chairman after several years as its chairman and CEO.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"James is a highly respected leader, and we've asked him to serve as the new chair of the succession planning committee given his deep succession planning experience and long-term strategic mentality," Disney Chairman Mark Parker, who most recently served as the committee's chair, said in a statement. 
Aside from Gorman and Parker, board members Mary Barra and Calvin McDonald will continue to serve on the succession planning committee.

    


Disney, which formed the succession planning committee in January 2023, said that the committee has met six times so far in fiscal 2024. The committee, along with the company's board, are considering internal and external candidates. Disney said that internal candidates are going through a preparation process that includes mentorship from Iger, external coaching, and engagement with all board members.
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            After a relationship that spanned two decades, two engagements, two weddings and headlines too numerous to count, Jennifer Lopez has filed for divorce from Ben Affleck.
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            FILE - Actor Ben Affleck, left, and actor-singer Jennifer Lopez attend the premiere of "The Last Duel" on Oct. 9, 2021, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Ben Affleck, left, and Jennifer Lopez arrive at the premiere of "This Is Me... Now: A Love Story" on Feb. 13, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            FILE - Ben Affleck, left, and Jennifer Lopez appear at the premiere of their film "Gigli," in Los Angeles on July 27, 2003. (AP Photo/Rene Macura, File)
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            FILE - Jennifer Lopez, right, and Ben Affleck kiss at the premiere of the film "The Last Duel" during the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 10, 2021. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Actors Jennifer Lopez and Ben Affleck arrive for the 75th annual Academy Awards in Los Angeles on March 23, 2003. (AP Photo/Kim D. Johnson, File)
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            FILE - Cast member Jennifer Lopez, right, and Ben Affleck attend a photo call for a special screening of "Marry Me" on Feb. 8, 2022, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- After a relationship that spanned two decades, two engagements, two weddings and headlines too numerous to count, Jennifer Lopez has filed for divorce from Ben Affleck.
The filing Tuesday in Los Angeles brought to an apparent end a celebrity coupling -- or at least the second installment of it -- that dazzled from the very heights of the pop culture firmament and emblazoned countless tabloid covers. The pair became known, even before such power-couple portmanteaus were ubiquitous, as "Bennifer."
Court records showed Lopez filed the petition Tuesday in Los Angeles Superior Court. The news was first reported by the TMZ website. TMZ reported further that Lopez listed the date of separation as April 26, 2024. It added that she did not mention any prenuptial agreement.




Jennifer Lopez and Ben Affleck's marriage
After meeting, falling in love and getting engaged in the early 2000s -- and starring together in 2003's infamous "Gigli" and 2004's "Jersey Girl" -- the couple parted ways, blaming in part the pressure of the public eye. 

    


But to the delight of many and perhaps the skepticism of others, they reunited two decades later and married -- twice -- in 2022. 
"Love is beautiful. Love is kind. And it turns out love is patient. Twenty years patient," wrote Lopez, announcing their first, quickie Las Vegas wedding that July, and signing off as Jennifer Lynn Affleck.
"Stick around long enough and maybe you'll find the best moment of your life in a drive through in Las Vegas at 12:30 in the morning in the tunnel of love drive through with your kids and the one you'll spend forever with," she wrote in her newsletter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The couple had flown to Las Vegas, lined up with their license with four other couples and were wed just after midnight at A Little White Wedding Chapel, where Lopez said a Bluetooth speaker played their brief march down the aisle. She called it the best night of the couple's lives. 

    


A month later, they had a much grander wedding at Affleck's house in Georgia, in front of friends and family.
A timeline of 'Bennifer' 2.0
Both of them had been previously married. Affleck, 52, married Jennifer Garner, with whom he shares three children, in 2005. They divorced in 2018.
Lopez, 55, had been married three times before. She was briefly married to Ojani Noa from 1997-1998 and to Cris Judd from 2001-2003. She and singer Marc Anthony were married for a decade, having wed in 2004, and share 14-year-old twins. She started dating former baseball player Alex Rodriguez in 2017, but the couple called off their engagement in 2021.
All along, it had been Lopez who was more vocal in describing her and Affleck's journey. When asked earlier this year whether she was harder on herself because her relationships had been so high-profile, Lopez agreed.
"Oh yeah. 100%. It's made me doubt myself and really feel bad about myself at times. Made me feel like I wanted to quit at times. But at the end of the day, I feel like you kind of have to do this thing where you learn how to navigate it," she told The Associated Press. "You take the things that could be constructive about that and use it, and the rest you kind of just throw away as kind of like haterations or, you know, other things like that and just be like, 'Whatever. I know who I am, I know what I want to do.' "

    


Affleck himself expressed admiration for her self-possession, telling the AP last year that he agreed with the idea that Hollywood was unsure how to capitalize on her wide-ranging talent.
"I think she's in her prime," Affleck said then. "She's doing extraordinary work in large measure because she's taking that step to take responsibility for what she's doing rather than say, 'This is what I'm being offered.' "
Lopez is starring in the upcoming "Unstoppable," under Affleck and Matt Damon's Artists Equity banner.
In May, she starred in the Netflix movie "Atlas." At the end of the month, she suddenly canceled her 2024 North American tour, saying she was "heartsick and devastated" to be letting fans down but the move was necessary. "Jennifer is taking time off to be with her children, family and close friends," organizers said in a statement.

    


Lopez described love in her latest album, 'This is Me... Now'
The tour was to be her first in five years, in support of her first solo album in a decade, "This Is Me... Now" and its companion film. a fictionalized look at her long love life, and a documentary.
"When I was a girl they'd ask me what I'd be. A woman in love is what I grew up wantin' to be," Lopez sang on the title track.
The album, she said, was inspired by her rekindled relationship with Affleck. But the film was more "about your journey as a person, it's about one person's journey and what it takes to get from heartbreak back to love. Or a hopeless romantic's journey in their search for love." In the movie, she played a character called The Artist who, similarly, had decided as a child what she wanted to be when she grew up: "in love."

    


But the road was rocky. In an early scene, The Artist is on the back of a motorcycle, riding across a beach, with a hunky man, face shielded. Then the motorcycle crashes. 
"Not all love stories have a happy ending," she says.
___
This story corrects the ages of Affleck and Lopez. 
___
Noveck reported from New York. 
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            This undated image provided by Bugwood.org shows toxic Jerusalem cherry fruits, which closely resemble cherry tomatoes. (Charles T. Bryson/USDA Agricultural Research Service/Bugwood.org via AP)
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            This undated image shows toxic moonseed fruit. Care should be taken not to mistake them for blueberries. (Starr Environmental/Bugwood.org via AP)
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            This undated image provided by Bugwood.org shows toxic horsenettle fruits, which closely resemble cherry tomatoes. (Joseph M. DiTomaso/University of California - Davis/Bugwood.org)
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            FILE - An employee touches the flower of a Datura Stramonium plant, part of the nightshade family, at The Royal Botanic Gardens in London, Monday, Sept. 22, 2014. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            This undated image provided by Bugwood.org shows toxic Jerusalem cherry fruits, which closely resemble cherry tomatoes. (Charles T. Bryson/USDA Agricultural Research Service/Bugwood.org via AP)
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            This undated image shows toxic moonseed fruit. Care should be taken not to mistake them for blueberries. (Starr Environmental/Bugwood.org via AP)
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            This undated image provided by Bugwood.org shows toxic horsenettle fruits, which closely resemble cherry tomatoes. (Joseph M. DiTomaso/University of California - Davis/Bugwood.org)
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            FILE - An employee touches the flower of a Datura Stramonium plant, part of the nightshade family, at The Royal Botanic Gardens in London, Monday, Sept. 22, 2014. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        Alicia Silverstone worried fans this week when she posted a TikTok clip of herself nibbling a poisonous berry she found along a sidewalk on a trip to England. The "Clueless" actor said she thought the fruit might have been a tomato, but realized it wasn't after a couple bites revealed an off-tasting, peppery flavor.
That tomato lookalike seems to have been a Jerusalem cherry (Solanum pseudocapsicum), which, along with actual tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, potatoes and tomatillos, is a member of the Solanaceae, or nightshade, family. Although the fruits (and potato tuber) of those crops are safe to eat, their foliage can be toxic.
If you aren't 100% sure that something is food, please don't put it into your mouth.
About those Jerusalem cherries...

All parts of Jerusalem cherry, which is sold as a houseplant, are poisonous not only to humans but also to dogs, cats and horses, according to the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The plant's unripe berries can be especially dangerous, causing central nervous system and gastrointestinal symptoms, including delirium, abdominal pain, fever, vomiting, paralysis and more. 

    


Consuming large amounts can be fatal. Silverstone was lucky because, she says, she didn't swallow the berries, and also perhaps because the berries were reddish-orange, which indicates they were ripe.


Other toxic lookalikes
The poisonous Carolina horsenettle (Solanum carolinense) fruit also resembles tomatoes. Its common name, devil's potato, is a dead giveaway.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other members of the nightshade family are poisonous to varying degrees. The aptly named deadly nightshade (Atropa belladonna), for instance, is so toxic it was used as a murder weapon during the Middle Ages. Its berries, however, could be mistaken for blueberries. Pokeweed and Virginia creeper fruits also resemble blueberries, and both can be fatal if ingested.
Lilies, which are toxic, have an uncanny resemblance to edible onion and garlic grasses, especially when they first emerge.

    


Those edible wild onion and garlic grasses, which sprout in lawns and uncultivated areas in spring, have other toxic lookalikes, too, including death camas (Toxicoscordion nuttallii), a common cause of livestock poisoning that is dangerous for humans, too.
Sinister carrot and parsley lookalikes can also get you into trouble. Merely touching wild parsnip (Pastinaca sativa), which has carrot-type flowers and parsley-ish leaves, can cause photodermatitis, a blistering sun sensitivity that can last a year. And eating poison hemlock (Conium maculatum), which looks similar but is much larger, can lead to respiratory failure.
Creeping buttercup, an invasive, perennial weed that closely resembles flat-leaf parsley, can cause severe abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea, irregular heartbeat and more.
And the deadly Canadian moonseed (Menispermum canadense) can be confused with wild grape (Vitis spp.). Because its taste is so bitter, however, you'd likely spit it out, which is a good thing since ingestion can lead to convulsions and death.
Who to call
If you think you've swallowed a toxic plant by mistake, contact a poison control center at www.poison.org or 1-800-222-1222. 

    


___
Jessica Damiano writes weekly gardening columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. You can sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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            The Democrats turned their ceremonial roll call of delegates Tuesday into a raucous dance party. DJ Cassidy spun tunes for every state as they nominated Kamala Harris and Tim Walz. Celebrities including Lil Jon and Eva Longoria also made appearances. (Aug. 20)
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            Filmmaker Spike Lee attends the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Spike Lee watches as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul casts their vote for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Patti LaBelle performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Common performs during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Actor Wendell Pierce peaks to reporters before the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Lil Jon shakes hand with Sen. Raphael G. Warnock, D-Ga., left, as he join Georgia delegation during the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Actor Wendell Pierce peaks to reporters before the Democratic National Convention Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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                                        The Democratic National Convention transformed what should have been the driest part of the evening - the roll call - into a party Thursday, complete with lively music and several celebrity appearances. 

    
    > Follow The AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


Although the Democratic party previously held a virtual vote on Aug. 6 that made Harris the party's official nominee, they held a "celebratory" roll call vote to reaffirm her nomination. As each state called out the number of delegates who cast votes for Harris, several states boasted appearances from their famous residents and natives.
The evening already included several headliners, with Patti LaBelle and Common performing and Barack and Michelle Obama set to speak. 
Here are all the celebrities who appeared at the convention for the roll call.
Spike Lee, New York
Director Spike Lee, known for films including "Do the Right Thing" and "Malcolm X," joined New York Democrats to deliver the state's 298 votes to Harris. Lee has become an iconic figure of New York, as he has become a staple courtside at the Knicks games and created a short film titled "New York New York" as an ode to the city. 

    


Lee didn't speak but joined in chants of "New York" alongside Gov. Kathy Hochul and Sens. Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand.




Sean Astin, Indiana
Sean Astin, best known for playing the titular Notre Dame football player in "Rudy," joined the Indiana delegation to help cast its 86 delegates for Harris and Walz.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I want what's best for Indiana and that means electing Kamala Harris the first woman president of the United States of America," Astin said.
Wendell Pierce, Louisiana
Actor Wendell Pierce joined the delegates from his home state of Louisiana to express his personal endorsement of Harris and help the state announce its 47 votes for Harris. 
"I'm a proud son of Louisiana and Louisiana is about family, and I'm surrounded by my family of the delegates of Louisiana," Pierce said. 
"The Wire" star has been outspoken about his support for Democratic candidates for years. 

    


Lil Jon, Georgia
The rapper, who hails from Atlanta, fired up the crowd with a performance of his hit song "Turn Down for What" before Georgia delivered 123 votes for Harris. 
"We are here tonight to officially nominate Kamala Harris," he said before he erupted into the song. 
He also performed some lines from "Get Low," editing the lyrics to say, "From the window, to the Walz," referring to vice presidential pick Tim Walz. 
Eva Longoria, Texas
Corpus Christi, Texas, native Eva Longoria spoke briefly on behalf of Texas delegates before handing the mic off to Cecile Richards, the former president of Planned Parenthood. Texas' portion of the roll call was underscored by an instrumental version of Beyonce's "Texas Hold 'Em." The state cast 263 votes for Harris. 
The actor and producer has been an outspoken supporter of reproductive rights and produced a 2018 documentary, "Reversing Roe," about abortion rights and access in America.
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            More than 1,000 pro-Palestinian protesters rallied Wednesday evening just a half mile from a Chicago park where pro-Israel demonstrators gathered on the third night of the Democratic National Convention.
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Law enforcement members remove a protester from a train station during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Law enforcement members remove a protester from a train station during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            Protesters march during a demonstration outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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    > Follow the AP's live coverage and analysis from the 2024 Democratic National Convention.


    


CHICAGO (AP) -- Chicago police said Thursday that they are not changing any of their tactics and are ready for a final night of pro-Palestinian demonstrations outside the Democratic National Convention, after a peaceful march that resulted in no injuries or arrests.
On Wednesday night, more than 2,000 pro-Palestinian protesters marched peacefully past a park where pro-Israel demonstrators had gathered earlier. That demonstration came a day after violent clashes between police and protesters led to 56 arrests at a much smaller, unsanctioned protest outside the Israeli Consulate in downtown Chicago. 
Police Superintendent Larry Snelling said the protest Wednesday night ended without arrests and that no one was injured. 
Snelling praised the organizers of the Wednesday protest, saying it's an example of how people can hold First Amendment-protected demonstrations peacefully by collaborating in advance with law enforcement.

    


"Did we have a couple dustups? Sure, but those things were quickly rectified," he said.
The biggest protest so far, which attracted about 3,500 people on Monday, was largely peaceful and resulted in 13 arrests, most related to a breach of security fencing. They did not gain access to the inner security perimeter at the United Center, where the convention is taking place. 




Two people were arrested Sunday night during another mostly peaceful march.
The Coalition to March on the DNC, which organized the march on Monday, planned its second permitted demonstration of the week on Thursday, with a rally in a park near the United Center followed by a march through adjacent streets.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/democratic-convention-chicago-protests-israel-hamas-war-2b304b0c418639f61a421d30a8802cb5
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            FILE - This undated booking photo provided by the Missouri Department of Corrections shows Marcellus Williams. (Missouri Department of Corrections via AP, File)
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                                        CLAYTON, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri Supreme Court has blocked an agreement that would have spared the life of death row inmate Marcellus Williams and instead ordered a hearing to proceed on Williams' innocence claim, with just a little over a month to go before his scheduled execution.
The ruling late Wednesday came hours after St. Louis County Circuit Judge Bruce Hilton approved a plan allowing Williams to enter a new no-contest plea to first-degree murder in the 1998 death of Lisha Gayle. Though Williams' lawyers said he still maintained he was innocent, the plea acknowledged evidence was sufficient for a conviction.
Williams would have been sentenced to life in prison without parole on Thursday. Instead, the Sept. 24 execution date is still on, pending a hearing before Hilton on Williams' innocence claim.
That hearing had originally been scheduled to begin Wednesday. St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Wesley Bell had asked the judge to vacate Williams' murder conviction based on DNA testing that found other DNA -- but not that of Williams -- on the knife used to kill Gayle.

    


But a new DNA test report released this week showed that handling of the murder weapon decades ago by a former assistant prosecutor and a former investigator contaminated the evidence so much that it was of no value to Williams' case. That finding prompted prosecutors to reach the agreement with Williams that Hilton signed off on.




Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey immediately appealed, arguing that a circuit court lacked authority to override a capital murder sentence.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Missouri Supreme Court agreed, ordering that Hilton "set aside said consent order and judgment and file notice with this Court that you will take action ... including holding the evidentiary hearing previously scheduled and anticipated."
Hilton on Thursday scheduled the new evidentiary hearing for Aug. 28.

    


Bailey, in a statement, said people too often "forget about all of the evidence that was used to convict the defendant -- the evidence the jury relied on -- and the victims. It is in the interest of every Missourian that the rule of law is fought for and upheld."
Tricia Bushnell, Williams' attorney, said in a statement that the state Supreme Court ruling "directly contradicts the will of a duly elected prosecutor and the community he represents and the wishes of a family who has already lost so much." Hilton said Wednesday that Gayle's family did not want Williams to be executed.
An email from Bell's spokesman said the prosecutor's office still has "concerns about the integrity of the conviction of Marcellus Williams as expressed in our motion that requested this hearing, particularly given that his conviction led to the irrevocable punishment of death."
The courtroom Wednesday was packed with people who included several others who have been exonerated of crimes. For hours, lawyers met behind closed doors. Finally, Matthew Jacober, a special prosecutor for the St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney's Office, announced that the contaminated evidence made it impossible to show that someone else may have been the killer.

    


"The murder weapon was handled without proper procedures in place," Jacober said. The improper handling occurred several years before Bell took office.
That finding prompted the St. Louis County prosecutors to reach an consent judgment allowing Williams to enter an Alford plea. He also agreed not to appeal.
Bailey said in a statement Wednesday that "the defense created a false narrative of innocence in order to get a convicted murderer off of death row and fulfill their political ends." 
Williams was hours away from execution in August 2017 when then-Gov. Eric Greitens, a Republican, granted a stay after DNA testing unavailable at the time of the killing showed that DNA on the knife matched someone else, not Williams.
That evidence prompted Bell to reexamine the case. Bell defeated incumbent Cori Bush in Missouri's 1st Congressional District Democratic primary on Aug. 6 and will be heavily favored in the November general election.

    


A 2021 Missouri law allows prosecuting attorneys to file a motion seeking to vacate a conviction they believe was unjust. Three other men -- Christopher Dunn last month, Kevin Strickland and Lamar Johnson -- have been freed after decades in prison after prosecutors successfully challenged their convictions.
Prosecutors at Williams' original trial said he broke into Gayle's suburban St. Louis home on Aug. 11, 1998, heard water running in the shower, and found a large butcher knife. When Gayle came downstairs, she was stabbed 43 times. Her purse and her husband's laptop were stolen. Gayle was a social worker who previously worked as a reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.
Authorities said Williams stole a jacket to conceal blood on his shirt. Williams' girlfriend asked him why he would wear a jacket on a hot day. The girlfriend said she later saw the laptop in the car and that Williams sold it a day or two later.

    


Prosecutors also cited testimony from Henry Cole, who shared a St. Louis cell with Williams in 1999 while Williams was jailed on unrelated charges. Cole told prosecutors Williams confessed to the killing and offered details about it.
Williams' attorneys responded that the girlfriend and Cole were both convicted felons out for a $10,000 reward.
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            FILE - United Auto Workers members walk in the Labor Day parade in Detroit, Sept. 2, 2019. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Beachgoers enjoyed the sunny and hot day at Sunny Isles Beach as the coronavirus pandemic continues on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020. (David Santiago/Miami Herald via AP, file)
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            FILE - Students and parents begin to move student's belongings out of Bragaw Hall at N.C. State University in Raleigh, N.C., Thursday, Aug. 27, 2020. (AP Photo/Gerry Broome, File)
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            FILE - Shoppers look for school supplies deals at a Target store, July 27, 2022, in South Miami, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier, file)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- From barbecues to getaways to shopping the sales, many people across the U.S. mark Labor Day -- the federal holiday celebrating the American worker -- by finding ways to relax.
This year is the 130th anniversary of the holiday, which is celebrated on the first Monday of September. While actions by unions in recent years to advocate for workers are a reminder of the holiday's activist roots, the three-day weekend it creates has become a touchstone in the lives of Americans marking the unofficial end of summer.
Here's what to know about Labor Day:
How did Labor Day become a federal holiday?

Its origins date back to the late 19th century, when activists first sought to establish a day to pay tribute to workers.
The first Labor Day celebration in the U.S. took place in New York City on Sept. 5, 1882, when some 10,000 workers marched in a parade organized by the Central Labor Union and the Knights of Labor. 

    


Workers were seeing their quality of life decline as they transitioned from artisan to factory jobs, even as the quality of life of factory owners was "just skyrocketing," said Todd Vachon, an assistant professor in the Rutgers School of Management and Labor Relations.




In the years that followed, a handful of cities and states began to adopt laws recognizing Labor Day. President Grover Cleveland signed a congressional act in 1894 making it a federal holiday.
That was the same year that workers for the Pullman Palace Car Company went on strike after the railcar-maker cut wages without reducing rent in the company-owned town where workers lived near Chicago, Vachon said. Over 12 workers were killed after Cleveland sent federal troops to crush the strike, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cleveland's move to establish Labor Day as a federal holiday is seen by some historians as a way for him "to make peace" with the working class after that, Vachon said.
What do Americans do over Labor Day weekend?

For the three-day weekend created by Labor Day, travelers pack airports and highways for end-of-summer escapes, and backyard chefs prepare cookouts for family and friends.

    


Barbecuing has been a part of Labor Day celebrations from the start, said Robert F. Moss, food writer, culinary historian and author of "Barbecue: The History of an American Institution." 
He said it was already such an entrenched tradition in the U.S. that when the labor movements developed in the late 19th century, it was natural to way to celebrate as large groups gathered. In the 20th century, the holiday's barbecues moved more toward gatherings of friends and family in backyards, he said.
"It still has a lot of that same communal sense, gathering around the grill, eating together," he said.
Vachon said that whether the origins of the labor movement are on one's mind while celebrating depends on whether they live somewhere with a large union presence.
In Chicago, a parade and festival are held over Labor Day weekend in what is now the Pullman neighborhood, home of the holiday's roots. Bob Reiter, president of the Chicago Federation of Labor, said the parade and festival they host brings in union members and their families from all over the area. 

    


How has the labor movement evolved over the decades?
When Labor Day became a federal holiday in 1894, unions in the U.S. were largely contested and courts would often rule strikes illegal, leading to violent disputes, Vachon said. It wasn't until the National Labor Relations Act of 1935 that private sector employees were granted the right to join unions. 
Later into the 20th century, states also began passing legislation to allow unionization in the public sector. But even today, not all states allow collective bargaining for public workers.
In recent years, Vachon said, there's been a resurgence in labor organizing, activism, interest and support. 
"A lot of the millennial and Gen Z folks are coming into the labor market in a period that's not a lot different from that period in the 1880s where there was a lot of labor unrest," Vachon said. "Jobs just don't pay enough for people to achieve the American dream."
What's the connection between fashion and Labor Day?
The adage that one shouldn't wear white after Labor Day is a "rule" that's broken with very fashionable results, but where did it originate?

    


Fashion experts say it likely goes back to the Gilded Age -- the same period in the late 1800s that spawned Labor Day. The cool, white frocks worn by wealthy New Yorkers during their summers in places such as Newport, Rhode Island, would be packed away on their end-of-summer return to the city with its dirt-packed streets. 
Christy Crutsinger, a professor in merchandising and digital retailing at University of North Texas, heard the adage from generations of women in her family. But "the fashion world's not working that way anymore," she added.
"People think it, say it, but don't abide by it," she said.
With back-to-school shopping and a switch by many business people from a more relaxed summer dress code, fashion is on the mind of many around Labor Day, said Daniel James Cole, adjunct assistant professor in fashion history at the Fashion Institute of Technology and co-author of "The History of Modern Fashion."

    


The holiday, he said, "is kind of this hinge" between summertime dress and fun to going "back to more serious pursuits."
___
Associated Press journalist Wyatte Grantham-Philips contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - This undated photo provided by Samantha Mitchell shows D'Vontaye Mitchell, left, who died on June 30, 2024, after being pinned to the ground by hotel security guards in Milwaukee with his sister Nayish Mitchell and cousin Samantha Mitchell. (Samantha Mitchell via AP, File)
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            This undated booking photo provided by Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office shows Devin Johnson-Carson, one of the four hotel workers charged with killing D'Vontaye Mitchell after allegedly piling on top him while trying to remove him from a Milwaukee hotel.
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            This booking photo provided by the Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office shows Brandon Turner. (Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            This booking image provided by the Milwaukee County, Wis., Sheriff's Office on Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, shows Todd Erickson, one of four former hotel employees charged with being a party to D'Vontaye Mitchell's murder on June 30. (Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office via AP, File)
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            This undated booking photo provided by the Milwaukee County, Wis., Sheriff's Office shows Herbert Williamson, one of the four hotel workers charged with killing D'Vontaye Mitchell on June 30, 2024, by allegedly piling on top him while trying to remove him from a Milwaukee hotel. (Milwaukee County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Three of four former Milwaukee hotel workers accused of killing a man by pinning him down pleaded not guilty Thursday to murder charges.
The former Hyatt Hotel employees -- security guards Todd Erickson and Brandon Turner, bellhop Herbert Williamson and front desk worker Devin Johnson-Carson -- were each charged with one count of being a party to felony murder earlier this month in connection with D'Vontaye Mitchell's death. 
Online court records indicate Erickson, Williamson and Johnson-Carson entered not guilty pleas during arraignment proceedings Thursday morning in Milwaukee. Turner was also scheduled to enter a plea but the records showed no indication he had done so as of late morning. 
Attorneys for Erickson, Turner and Johnson-Carson did not immediately respond to email and voicemail messages seeking comment on the pleas. No contact information could be found for Williamson's attorney, Theodore O'Reilly. 

    


Mitchell died on June 30. According to court documents, surveillance and bystander video shows Mitchell running into the Hyatt's lobby and entering the women's bathroom. Two women later told investigators that Mitchell tried to lock them in the bathroom.




Turner and a hotel guest scuffed with Mitchell and eventually dragged him out of the lobby onto a hotel driveway. Erickson, Williamson and Johnson-Carson joined Turner in pinning Mitchell down for eight to nine minutes, according to court documents. By the time emergency responders arrived Mitchell had stopped moving. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office determined that Mitchell was morbidly obese and suffered from heart disease. He also had cocaine and methamphetamine in his system. The office determined he suffocated and ruled the manner of death as homicide.
Mitchell's family's attorneys have likened his death to the murder of George Floyd, a Black man who died in 2020 after a white Minneapolis police officer knelt on his neck for about nine minutes. Mitchell also was Black. Court records identify Erickson as white and Turner, Williamson and Johnson-Carson as Black.
The four workers told investigators Mitchell was strong and tried to bite Erickson but they didn't mean to intentionally harm him. 
Aimbridge Hospitality, the company that manages the hotel, fired the four workers in July. 
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                    FILE - A sale pending sign is displayed in front of a home in Sudbury, Mass. on Saturday, Dec. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan, File)
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                                        The average rate on a 30-year mortgage eased this week to its lowest level in 15 months, welcome relief for home shoppers navigating a housing market that remains out of reach for many Americans.
The rate fell to 6.46% from 6.49% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 7.23%.
The average rate is now the lowest it's been since mid-May last year, when it was 6.39%. 
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages also fell this week, good news for homeowners seeking to refinance their home loan at a lower rate. The average rate fell to 5.62% from 5.66% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.55%, Freddie Mac said.
Mortgage rates are expected to continue trending lower overall this year, as signs of waning inflation and a cooling job market have raised expectations that the Federal Reserve will cut its benchmark interest rate at its policy meeting next month, which would be the first such easing in four years.

    


"Although mortgage rates have stayed relatively flat over the past couple of weeks, softer incoming economic data suggest rates will gently slope downward through the end of the year," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist. 




After jumping to a 23-year high of 7.79% in October, the average rate on a 30-year mortgage has mostly hovered around 7% this year -- more than double what it was just three years ago. But this month, the average rate has made its biggest downshift in more than a year, sliding to around 6.5%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The recent pullback in mortgage rates overall has sparked a pickup in applications for home refinancing loans, which are 23% higher than a month ago, according to the Mortgage Bankers Association.
Applications for home purchase loans have lagged, however. 
"We expect rates likely will need to decline another percentage point to generate buyer demand," Khater said.
Elevated mortgage rates, which can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, have kept many would-be homebuyers on the sidelines, extending the nation's housing slump into its third year.

    


Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes are running below last year's pace, though they ended a four-month slide in July. 
The rate on a 30-year mortgage is influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the central bank's interest rate policy decisions. That can move the trajectory of the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.
The yield, which topped 4.7% in late April, was at 3.86% in afternoon trading in the bond market Thursday, following mixed data on the U.S. economy, which has been slowing under the weight of high interest rates meant to get inflation under control. 
Most economists expect the average rate on a 30-year home loan to remain above 6% this year. That may not be enough for many prospective homebuyers in the face of record-high home prices and a shortage of properties for sale in many markets.
"Home prices are still rising in most markets," said Lisa Sturtevant, chief economist at Bright MLS. "Opportunities for moderate-income and first-time homebuyers will still be limited even with a drop in rates."
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                                        STERLING, Mass. (AP) -- Firefighters and other rescue agencies responded to the scene of an excavator buried under rocks and boulders at a quarry site in Massachusetts on Thursday, according to aerial video footage from local news stations.
It wasn't immediately known if anyone was inside the excavator at the site in Sterling, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) west of Boston.
The Sterling Fire Department posted online that it and other agencies were working at an "active" scene off Chocksett Road, where the quarry was located. 
"Please avoid the area. There is no safety threat to the public," the department said. No further information was was released. An email seeking further information was sent to the department.
Onyx Corporation, a demolition and excavation company that operates a quarry site on Chocksett Road, posted online that it has closed all locations from Thursday through the weekend, saying it will resume business on Monday.

    


A man reached at a business number associated with the quarry said "I have nothing at this time," when contacted by The Associated Press.
An email seeking information was sent to the company.




In February 2018, Onyx announced its new quarry location on Chocksett Road.
"Whether you be a small landscaper or heavy civil contractor, we have the locations and expertise to provide you with all your sand or aggregate needs," the company posted online at the time.
The company posted in January that it transforms hunks of rocks into aggregate materials that are used for roads, drainage, retaining walls, and other infrastructure.
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