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Election 2024 live updates: Kamala Harris to address Democratic convention as party's nominee
Kamala Harris will give a speech to formally accept the Democratic nomination on the final day of the convention in Chicago.
By Washington Post staff, Dan Balz, Philip Bump, Melina Mara, Elahe Izadi, Azi Paybarah, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Marianna Sotomayor, Maegan Vazquez, Tyler Pager, Toluse Olorunnipa, Niha Masih, David Maraniss, Sammy Westfall, Dylan Moriarty, Michelle Boorstein, Herb Scribner, Alexandra Pannoni, Annabelle Timsit, Aaron Blake, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Naomi Schanen, Hannah Knowles, Michael Scherer, Reis Thebault, Glenn Kessler, Patrick Marley, Kelsey Ables, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Matt Viser, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Ashley Parker | 2024-08-22
Vice President Kamala Harris is set to cap off the four-day Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Thursday night with an acceptance speech as the party's presidential nominee. Her appearance will follow a speech Wednesday night by her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, that was designed to introduce him to the country. The Republican ticket remains on the campaign trail Thursday, with former president Donald Trump scheduled to travel to Montezuma Pass in Arizona to visit the southern border.
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Democrats tamp down Gaza dispute -- for now -- with concessions and clampdowns
Democratic convention organizers maneuver to placate or block dissenters and maintain the party's show of unity
By Yasmeen Abutaleb, Michael Scherer, Reis Thebault | 2024-08-22

Attendees protest in support of Palestinians as President Joe Biden speaks on the first night of the Democratic National Convention. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Democrats for weeks have been bracing for massive pro-Palestinian demonstrations outside this week's convention, fearing they would recall the protests of 1968. They fretted that delegates opposed to Israel's military campaign in Gaza might disrupt the proceedings inside the hall. They worried that dissent over the war would spoil their hard-earned show of unity.
Instead, pro-Palestinian activists have won small but notable concessions at the Democratic National Convention that, three days into the event, have largely headed off any major eruptions of anger or division. Organizers have provided space for a panel to discuss the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and for a vigil for Palestinians killed in Gaza, and several high-profile speakers have demanded an end to the war from the stage.
Late Wednesday, a dispute broke out over organizers' decision not to allow a speaker onstage to highlight conditions in Gaza. That was a central demand of pro-Palestinian activists, and the decision prompted about 30 delegates to stage a sit-in Wednesday night within the convention's secure zone that continued into Thursday.
But for now, the Israel-Gaza war has not dominated the convention in the way party leaders had feared. Most critical in tamping down divisions over Gaza has been the emergence of Vice President Kamala Harris as the Democratic nominee. Harris, in her public comments, has emphasized Palestinian suffering more than President Joe Biden has and held Israel more directly responsible for the high civilian death toll in Gaza and the slow pace of humanitarian aid. In addition, her campaign has ramped up efforts to engage with those calling for a change in U.S. policy toward the war.
"Vice President Harris and her team have decided to reengage in the difficult conversations necessary to rebuild our Democratic coalition, especially the part of our coalition for whom Gaza is a top policy issue," Abbas Alawieh, co-founder of the Uncommitted National Movement, said Wednesday before news of the decision to deny a slot for a pro-Palestinian speaker. "To me, the engagement, compared to before Vice President Harris was the nominee, feels like night and day."
He added: "We're from this party. We love this party. ... We also just so happen to be people who are in touch with loved ones in Gaza who we think deserve to be alive."
The Democratic Party has been divided since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel, in which militants broke through an Israel-Gaza border fence, killed 1,200 people and took about 250 hostage. Israel, in response, launched a scorched-earth military campaign that has killed more than 40,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and created a humanitarian catastrophe in the enclave that has resulted in widespread hunger.
Pro-Palestinian delegates and activists said they supported the convention's decision to allow the parents of an American Israeli hostage being held in Gaza to speak on Wednesday, praising Rachel Goldberg and Jon Polin for not only an emotional speech about their son's 320 days in captivity, but for speaking empathetically about Palestinian suffering.
But the activists said it was unfair that a Palestinian American would not be given the same opportunity to speak firsthand about the suffering in Gaza. "We started pressing more when we found out the convention was going to give a prime-time spot to families of hostages, which we fully support," said Waleed Shahid, a co-founder of the Uncommitted National Movement. "It feels unequal."
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and leaders of the United Auto Workers issued statements supporting the push for a speaker on Gaza.
Polin and Goldberg spoke about how Hersh Goldberg-Polin's left forearm was blown off before he was taken hostage. They were greeted by a sustained standing ovation and chants of "bring them home."
"This is a political convention. But needing our only son and all of the cherished hostages home is not a political issue. It is a humanitarian issue," Jon Polin said, praising Biden and Harris for working "tirelessly" for a cease-fire and the release of hostages. "There is a surplus of agony on all sides of the tragic conflict in the Middle East. And in a competition of pain, there are no winners."
Alana Zeitchik, who said that several of her family members were taken hostage, wrote on X: "Rachel and Jon deserved every second on that stage. I also believe a Palestinian American voice deserves to be heard on that stage."
The organizers of the Uncommitted National Movement are pushing for Harris to endorse an arms embargo on Israel, a policy her national security adviser has said she does not support. While drafting the Democratic platform in July, party leaders declined the request of Minnesota activist Elianne Farhat to "include language that unequivocally supports a permanent ceasefire in Gaza and an arms embargo on Israel's war and occupation against Palestinians."
The party platform, adopted Monday night and drafted before Harris became the nominee last month, does support a Palestinian state alongside Israel and recognizes "the right of Palestinians to live in freedom and security in a viable state of their own." The document also backs Biden's efforts to establish "a durable ceasefire" and "ease humanitarian suffering in Gaza."
But rather than supporting an arms embargo against Israel, the document declares, "The United States strongly supports Israel in the fight against Hamas."
Even if Democrats wrap up their convention without a bigger show of dissent, Harris will probably continue having to navigate policy disagreements over Gaza in the final two months before Election Day. Many Arab Americans and Muslims, as well as pro-Palestinian activists, have said they are open to supporting Harris but are waiting to see whether she signals a willingness to condition aid to Israel and adopt an approach distinct from Biden's.
In recent months, Biden has faced protesters at nearly every public appearance holding signs accusing him of supporting "genocide" in Gaza. While some activists say Harris is equally responsible for U.S. policy in the Mideast, she has faced fewer protesters, and some progressive activists are reluctant to hurt her chances of becoming president.
Israel strongly denies that its military operations in Gaza constitute genocide, saying that it tries to avoid killing innocents but that Hamas routinely embeds its fighters in the civilian population.
Despite the lowered temperature, pro-Palestinian activists have been very visible at the convention. The organizers of the Uncommitted National Movement launched an effort to encourage delegates to sign a petition declaring themselves "ceasefire delegates" calling for an immediate and permanent cessation of hostilities, as well as the return of all Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners being held in Israel -- an effort that more than 210 delegates have signed on to, according to backers.
But the scenes that Democratic leaders clearly feared most at the convention have not materialized.
Thousands of pro-Palestinian demonstrators crowded into Union Park on Monday, less than a half-mile from the United Center, where the convention is taking place, to denounce Biden and his administration as complicit in the mass killing of Palestinians in Gaza. Many held signs calling Biden "Genocide Joe," while one placard referred to the president as "the butcher of Gaza." But the protest fell short of the tens of thousands of people organizers were predicting.
A handful of pro-Palestinian activists attempted to protest during Biden's speech on Monday night and unfurled a banner that read "Stop arming Israel" -- an effort that was quickly drowned out by cheers and delegates who raised "We  Joe" signs to block the banner. 
On Wednesday, protesters streamed back into Union Park for another rally and march. By late afternoon, more than a thousand people were clustered around a makeshift stage for the unpermitted demonstration as a phalanx of police officers looked on from across the street.
Organized by the Chicago Coalition for Justice in Palestine, the rally was expected to be the largest of the week, and lines of protesters were still arriving an hour after it began. The event's slogan was "Shut the DNC down," and speakers and chanters focused their ire on the gathering of Democrats nearby.
An emcee led the crowd in chants of "DNC, don't you lie. Because of you, our people die."
The war has also played out in subtle ways inside the convention hall and onstage, as it has across the country. Critics of the protesters often accuse them of fomenting antisemitism, and on Tuesday evening, Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) decried growing antisemitism and Islamophobia in the country -- although he blamed Republican nominee Donald Trump.
"Tonight, folks, I am wearing this blue square, to stand up against antisemitism, to stand up to all hate," he said.
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who has been fiercely critical of Israel and supports cutting off offensive weapons to it, spoke more forcefully than other speakers about the war, but even his comments were limited to a single line. "We must end this horrific war in Gaza, bring home the hostages and demand an immediate cease-fire," Sanders said Tuesday.
And Harris's husband, second gentleman Doug Emhoff, spoke in personal terms about pride in his Jewish faith without directly addressing the war.
"Kamala has fought against antisemitism and all forms of hate her whole career," Emhoff said. "And she encouraged me, as second gentleman, to take up that fight, which is so personal to me."
Lavora Barnes, chair of the Michigan Democratic Party, said in an interview that the Israel-Gaza war has been front-and-center for nearly a year in her state, home to one of the country's largest Arab American and Muslim populations, where the uncommitted movement began.
Barnes said that the war is still a top issue because people are continuing to die but that for voters for whom Gaza is a top issue, "what's gone is some of the disappointment because they had someone at the top of the ticket who they felt was not open."
"The vice president has expressed an openness to have conversations. She said the word cease-fire early, and having her at the top of the ticket has helped us reset," Barnes said. "Within our Michigan delegation, our uncommitted delegates are part of our Democratic family. They're here celebrating their party just like we are."
In perhaps the clearest sign of the protesters' impact, Biden himself addressed them in his speech Monday night as he said he was trying to negotiate an end to the Gaza conflict.
"We're working around-the-clock ... to prevent a wider war and reunite hostages with their families and surge humanitarian health and food assistance into Gaza now, to end the civilian suffering of the Palestinian people, and finally, finally, finally deliver a cease-fire and end this war," Biden said. "Those protesters out in the street, they have a point. A lot of innocent people are being killed on both sides."
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Political chat at work is frequent and fraught, Gallup survey shows
As of February, nearly half of U.S. workers had talked politics with a co-worker in the past month, according to Gallup.
By Taylor Telford | 2024-08-22

(iStock) 


As the presidential election creeps closer, political discussions are casting a shadow on workplace culture, new data from Gallup shows.
As of February, nearly half of U.S. workers had talked politics with a co-worker in the past month, a figure "that has likely only increased as the presidential election has progressed," the report from Gallup notes.
The question of how to manage political interactions and expression in the workplace has become increasingly urgent for managers over the past year, as workers across the country have taken part in protests, walkouts and boycotts, both over corporate policies and political issues. Now, as the Democratic National Convention draws to a close and the presidential campaign heats up, it's even more front-of-mind for leaders.
A separate Gallup poll conducted in May found that 57 percent of U.S. adults say they have at times avoided sharing their political views due to fear of harassment or poor treatment.
These interactions are nearly as common for hybrid workers (48 percent) as they were for fully on-site employees (54 percent). Hybrid and in-person workers were also more likely to have overheard a political conversation (38 percent and 47 percent, respectively).
Remote workers are somewhat insulated, with 28 percent indicating they'd discussed politics with a co-worker and 16 percent saying they'd overheard a political conversation, Gallup's data shows.
Researchers at Gallup explored the prevalence of political conversations at work across a range of industries and examined the demographics and political affiliations of respondents to see who talks the most politics at work.
Comfort with political chat at work also varies across generations, Gallup's data found, with younger employees more likely than older employees to report feeling uncomfortable because of political discussions. Younger workers were also more likely to say they have grown closer to a co-worker due to political views.
Fifty-four percent of men have had political conversations in the workplace, compared to 35 percent of women, Gallup's survey found. This trend bore out across occupations: Workers in male-dominated fields (52 percent) such as construction were more likely than those in female-dominated industries (42 percent) such as health care to have discussed politics on the job.
When workers hear their political views shared by colleagues, it can increase their feeling of belonging; 14 percent of U.S. workers surveyed reporting that talking politics with a co-worker helped them feel included, according to Gallup's data, while 11 percent said they've grown closer with colleagues because of shared political views.
But nearly as many (12 percent) reported being made uncomfortable by political discussions in the workplace, while 3 percent said they'd been treated unfairly by co-workers because of their political views.
Friction created by political conversations at work can take a real toll on productivity and well-being, whether employees are directly involved or just listening in, according to research published in January in the Journal of Applied Psychology. Overhearing political conversations can potentially stall progress and lower job satisfaction for employees who feel like their views don't align with their colleagues, the research found.
Other surveys over the past several years have found that political discussions at work have increased, with some people saying that they are treated differently by co-workers, or feel more stress in the office, because of their political views.
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Why Tim Walz's line about school lunch and banned books worked
The Democratic vice-presidential candidate tied together two issues where his party has an advantage.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) takes the stage at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In the days after he was announced as Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, a photo of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) circulated widely on social media. It depicted a sitting, smiling Walz being swarmed by kids smothering him with hugs. There wasn't any mystery about why the photo was being picked up by Harris and Walz supporters; it is certainly endearing.
But the political utility of the photo extends beyond that, as Walz certainly understands. It was taken at an event in which he signed into law legislation making school meals free for all Minnesota public school students -- legislation that has become an important component of the Democratic ticket's rhetoric.
Speaking at the party's convention in Chicago on Wednesday, Walz contrasted his approach to schools with that of some on the right.
"We made sure that every kid in our state gets breakfast and lunch every day," he said. "So while other states were banning books from their schools, we were banishing hunger from ours."
These are both points with which most Americans agree.
Last August, YouGov conducted a national poll asking Americans their opinions on school-related issues. It's a useful benchmark specifically because the context wasn't national politics, just how people looked at school spending and resources.
Asked about free lunch in public schools, 6 in 10 Americans indicated that every student should be eligible. Three in 10 said that it should be available only to low-income students, though as reporters in Minnesota noted at the time of the free-lunch policy going into effect, this can often lead to social stigma.
Women were more likely to support universal free lunches than men, and lower-income Americans were more likely to support it than wealthier ones. But even at the highest income level and among Republicans, about half of respondents said that school lunches should be free for all students.




The YouGov poll also asked about the provision of free breakfast to students. The numbers were similar, with slightly lower support overall. Still, most Americans (including most Democrats and independents) thought that breakfast should be free for all students as well.




At the convention, Walz contrasted this with efforts to have certain books removed from public schools. In the past several years, calls for the removal of books from school and public libraries have increased sharply, largely a function of right-wing efforts focused on gender identity and race. (The American Library Association tracks the books that are targeted most often.)
The YouGov poll asked Americans a number of questions centered on their concerns about school administration. Two dealt with books, evaluating how concerned people were about books being banned and how concerned they were about inappropriate books being available to students.
A majority of respondents expressed at least some concern over books being banned. A minority of respondents were concerned about inappropriate books being available. Forty-four percent of Americans said they were "very" concerned about book bans, compared with 26 percent who said the same about the availability of inappropriate books.




Only among Republicans was concern about inappropriate books higher than concern about bans -- and even there the difference was subtle. Six in 10 Republicans expressed some concern about inappropriate books, while just over half expressed concerns about books being banned.
These issues are not the entirety of Walz's political presence on the ticket, and Walz's politics are not what most Americans will be voting on. But the contrast Walz draws between the parties, through the lens of his tenure as governor, has obvious political benefits. People like giving kids food and dislike taking away books, on principle. So in the most important speech he's given to date as a vice-presidential candidate, Walz drew the comparison.
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'That's my dad!' Gus Walz charms crowd as father Tim accepts VP nomination
For many watching at home, Gus Walz's emotional reaction to his father, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), as he spoke at the DNC was the highlight of the speech. 
By Kelsey Ables, Maham Javaid | 2024-08-22

Gus and Hope, the children of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), made an emotional appearance at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz was onstage to accept his party's nomination for the vice presidency on the third night of the Democratic National Convention when attention quickly shifted toward the packed crowd, where his 17-year-old son stood up with tears in his eyes, pointed to the stage and declared: "That's my dad!"
The emotional moment Wednesday night captivated viewers as Walz addressed Democrats as Vice President Kamala Harris's official running mate. His son and daughter, Gus and Hope Walz, were both crying as Walz talked about how he and his wife had struggled to have children, and how fertility treatments had made it possible for them to conceive.
In vitro fertilization was imperiled by a ruling in Alabama in February that said frozen embryos were people and anyone who destroyed them could be held liable. The unprecedented decision threw IVF treatment in that state into turmoil, and led some Republicans to distance themselves from the issue after facing backlash. Walz and his wife, Gwen Walz, have said that their children were conceived using a fertility treatment called intrauterine insemination, IUI.
Although IVF and IUI are both therapeutic treatments for infertility issues, the Alabama decision on banning IVF would not prohibit IUI, said Naomi R. Cahn, who co-directs the Family Law Center at the University of Virginia and researches reproductive technology. The Alabama ban affected treatments involving embryos created outside the body, she said, and IUI is "an inside-the-body process." 
Walz on Wednesday described their fertility struggles as "agony," and he said protecting treatments like those they used are "a big part about what this election is about."
"Hope, Gus and Gwen, you are my entire world, and I love you," Walz said just before Gus got to his feet.
Hope, who was taking pictures of her dad with a disposable camera during his speech, held up her hands in the shape of a heart.

Gus Walz, left, and his sister, Hope, watch their father, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, speak at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday night. (Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP/Getty Images)


Gus's emotional reaction went viral as clips spread on social media with the hashtag #thatsmydad. For many watching, it became the highlight of Walz's speech.
"You know you've done well as a parent when your kids are as proud of you as Gus and Hope are of Tim Walz," Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) wrote on X.
"Tim Walz was 100 percent pitch perfect, grand slam, touchdown in every possible way," former Biden White House communications director Kate Bedingfield wrote on X. "And yet somehow Gus Walz was even better."
Walz and his wife shared in a statement to People this month that Gus, a high school senior, has a nonverbal learning disorder, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder and an anxiety disorder. They told the magazine that, like many families, it took time to figure out "how to make sure we did everything we could to make sure Gus would be set up for success as he was growing up."
They said it eventually became clear to them that his conditions are "his secret power" and described Gus as "brilliant" and "an excellent son and brother."
Walz's children have been a point of pride during his time in public office. Last year, he posted a photo celebrating Hope's graduation from Montana State University and, a few months later, shared a now-viral video of them going to the state fair.
Last fall, he shared a photo of him and his son in a car when Gus passed his driver's exam, writing "proud dad moment."
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For Gen Z's first congressman, schmoozing, selfies and some caution at DNC
At his first convention, with protests happening outside, Rep. Maxwell Frost (D-Fla.) has had to weigh his activist roots with his new role as a lawmaker and prominent advocate for Vice President Kamala Harris. 
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-08-22
CHICAGO -- Rep. Maxwell Frost (D-Fla.) was waiting to speak on a panel at the Democratic National Convention this week when aides ushered the 27-year-old to a back door in anticipation of a special guest: vice-presidential hopeful Tim Walz.
Walz, the Minnesota governor, patted him on the shoulder and the two briefly chatted in a back hallway, at one point touching on an issue that has divided their party and fired up many young voters. After Walz's remarks at the meeting, he walked over to Frost, the first Gen Z member of Congress, and hugged him before leaving.
"He said, 'You know, we need to get this cease-fire done'" between Israel and Hamas, said Frost, an early advocate of such an agreement, in an interview. He called Walz a "really cool guy" who was excited to campaign on college campuses this fall.
Frost spent years as a progressive organizer, pushing his party on gun control and voting rights from the outside before becoming a barrier-breaking member of Congress early last year. He has had to strike a careful balance between his activist roots and his new role as a lawmaker and prominent advocate for Vice President Kamala Harris as he attends his first Democratic convention. Now on the inside, Frost has had entree to the party's most recognizable figures as he builds out his network and talks about issues he has long shown an interest in, such as climate change and gun control.
But Frost did not mention the long-anticipated protests in the streets of Chicago during a lightning round of speeches one morning this week that focused on energizing delegates for the election. Some pro-Palestinian activists acknowledged the constraints Frost is under when navigating a hot-button issue like the Israel-Gaza war. But they said they wished he were more vocal in standing with them, because of his background and proximity to power.
Frost argued that although "protests always help" spotlight issues, working within the party would be more effective. "If there was any kind of change, I think it would probably be more attributed to these delegates who are having these conversations, and meeting with the VP, and meeting with the team than anything else," Frost said, referring to the "uncommitted" delegates who have withheld their support for Harris to protest the Biden administration's support of Israel amid the war in Gaza.

Frost and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, backstage before a panel discussion at the convention. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost and Khosla backstage before a panel discussion. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost on the phone backstage. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Inside the convention, Frost has caught the attention of many influential party leaders. He has encountered Democrats looking to snap selfies and make small talk. Younger delegates have thanked him for representing them, and others have mentioned how their Gen Z children would think they're cool for getting a photo with him.
He was heading into his first breakfast speech hosted by the Arkansas Democrats at a downtown hotel Monday when he ran into Democratic National Committee Chairman Jaime Harrison, who laughed as he asked Frost if he was ready for his "big speech up on the big stage" on Thursday night, hours before Harris will formally accept the nomination for president.
He got a standing ovation after his remarks at the Arkansas delegation breakfast, followed by a rush of people looking to take a photo with him. Then he walked across the hall to speak at a breakfast for the Kentucky delegation, where Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer -- seen as a potential future presidential candidate -- sat listening to Frost ahead of her own remarks. "Keep it up," Whitmer said to him as he walked offstage to a line of delegates wanting a selfie with him. Later, at a meeting with the Texas delegation, he met Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, who was a finalist to be Harris's running mate and gave a shout-out to the governor in his remarks.
The same day, the DNC's Hispanic media director ushered Frost to interviews with Univision and Telemundo, and he was quickly swarmed by other Spanish-language outlets wanting to talk to him. And in a conversation with Harris campaign manager Julie Chavez Rodriguez, Frost said he was committed to helping with Latino voter outreach.

A convention visitor photographs Frost. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost and Jose Alfaro, executive director of Community Justice, with panel moderator Brianna Carmen, the political director of Emerge America. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost and staffer Khosla. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Frost walked a fine line when asked in an interview with The Washington Post how he was navigating the protests.
"In a protest, there's people coming from all different places, so it's hard to say I validate everybody there and what they're saying. But there are a lot of people here who are very strategic, coming from a good place, and really do want to impact the agenda of the VP and what she's doing," Frost said after a long pause to consider his words.
Frost said he has spoken to uncommitted delegates and respects that they're "using a political system to make their voices heard about something they care about."
Frost has denounced the number of civilians killed in Gaza and called for a cease-fire while expressing support for the safety and security of Israel, putting him in line with Harris.
"Can he take action in the ways that we want him to? We know that may be limited," said Nadia Ahmad, a Florida delegate and pro-Palestinian activist.
Layla Elabed, co-founder of the uncommitted movement, said she appreciated Frost's "empathetic words," but she's curious to know more on "where he stands himself" on policy.
Frost said he felt Harris was in a tough position being both the Democratic nominee and vice president, because she couldn't necessarily talk as openly about where she might diverge with President Joe Biden on her views. He said he hopes many involved in pro-Palestinian activism will ultimately vote for Harris come November.
"My hope, though, is -- at the end of the day -- everyone realizes the differences between Kamala Harris and Trump," he said. "And so it's a little playing with fire on the uncommitted side, you know, but there's a lot of smart people who are involved in it and people who care about their own families being bombed to bits every day. I empathize with that. I understand it."

Frost, Khosla and chief of staff Yuri Beckelman meet over lunch in Chicago. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost shakes hands with Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) at the convention. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)



Frost speaks with the media in Chicago. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Frost has spoken often this week about other issues, including the one that drove him to enter politics: gun violence. After the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 2012, when a gunman killed 20 children and six staff members, he started organizing to end gun violence, getting involved in protests and knocking on doors, he said. He talked about how he had fellow students in his Central Florida high school sign a petition to end gun violence, and joked how he didn't know how policy worked and gave the petition to his principal to address -- but it ignited his desire to fight for change.
"Sometimes people allow excitement to cloud the fact that we got a lot of work to do. We're not going to win just because of excitement," he said in one of his speeches. "We're going to win this if we do the work."
Frost told The Post that he felt the "energy has shifted" in the presidential race now that Harris is the nominee and said it was helpful to no longer have to talk about Biden's age.
Frost held various organizing jobs for liberal campaigns and causes, including at the ACLU of Florida, where in 2018 he worked on the fight to secure Amendment 4 that restored voting rights to more than 1.6 million Floridians with felony convictions. After that, he served as the national organizing director for March for Our Lives, the youth-led movement focused on gun violence prevention. In 2021, local organizers began urging him to run for Congress in Central Florida.
Now, he's on speed dial for party power brokers. He paused his interview with The Post to answer a call from a number with a D.C. area code -- something he now always makes time to do. Why? Because last month he missed a call from Biden on the day he ended his campaign, he explained.
On a busy day, Frost was soon onto the next thing. He wanted to go see Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) speak later. And he'd be drumming at a progressive party later that night.
"I'm just happy to be here," he said, laughing.

Frost hops a security barrier outside the convention center. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)
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Trump takes it upon himself to decide who is a proper Jew
In an interview and a late-night social media post, the former president railed against and disparaged Jewish Democrats, largely for being anti-Trump.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-22

A supporter of former president Donald Trump waves an Israeli flag as demonstrators protest in support of Palestinians in Gaza on the sidelines of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters)


One of the defining characteristics of Donald Trump's politics is the extent to which he positions himself as the arbiter of identity. Trump insists to his supporters that he will make America great again, necessarily defining "America" in restrictive, exclusionary terms. He polices what counts as "American" or "patriotic" in the same way: Those terms apply only to those who comport with his politics or, more broadly, support his candidacy.
At least he has some claim to authority on those metrics. He is American and lives in America. But he has also increasingly taken it upon himself to determine who is authentically Jewish and what constitutes authentic Judaism -- an obviously fraught enterprise born of his ongoing irritation that there are people out there who don't particularly like him.
The trigger for Trump's insistence on this point, one offered both in an interview and a social media post in recent days, is the war in Gaza. The terrorist attack in Israel on Oct. 7 and Israel's military response increased the salience of views of Israel in American politics. That escalated further this year as colleges responded to protests on their campuses. Trump has long presented himself as a historically unique champion for Israel and the Jewish people, so he jumped right into the fray.
He hasn't made much headway, largely because Jewish Americans vote heavily Democratic. What's more, Trump's positions on Israel are generally more reflective of the views of evangelical Christians, many of whom view the nation through the lens of Christian prophecy. That he views himself as having delivered on what his Jewish allies want -- which isn't necessarily what Jewish Americans want more broadly -- without seeing Jewish support surge appears to frustrate him. So he simply writes off those other Jewish Americans as not (or at least insufficiently) Jewish.
Writing on social media hours after Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) spoke at the Democratic convention, Trump illustrated how this works.
"The highly overrated Jewish Governor of the Great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Josh Shapiro, made a really bad and poorly delivered speech talking about freedom and fighting for Comrade Kamala Harris for President, yet she hates Israel and will do nothing but make its journey through the complexities of survival as difficult as possible, hoping in the end that it will fail," Trump wrote. "Judge only by her actions! Yet Shapiro, for strictly political reasons, refused to acknowledge that I am the best friend that Israel, and the Jewish people, ever had. I have done more for Israel than any President, and frankly, I have done more for Israel than any person, and it's not even close. Shapiro has done nothing for Israel, and never will."
Trump conflates actions on behalf of Israel with true Jewishness in part because it's a metric on which he thinks he can make a case. It's directly comparable to his claims that he's done more than anyone else for Black Americans because of a short list of cherry-picked things he did as president. The starting point is that everyone should love him, so he builds a path to that point out of whatever he has at hand. In the case of Jewish Americans, it's often things that were presented to him by conservative Jewish allies.
We can't let the hyperbole here slide, though. Trump claiming that, "frankly, I have done more for Israel than any person, and it's not even close" is incredible in both the literal and figurative senses of the word. That Trump's been making similar claims for so long that it barely merits a shrug is similarly incredible.

Former president Donald Trump claimed at an Aug. 21 event in Asheboro, N.C., that conflicts in Gaza and Ukraine would not have happened if he were president.


Trump focused on Shapiro in part because of another facet of the effort to turn Jewish Americans against Democrats: suggesting that Shapiro was passed over as Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate specifically because he's Jewish.
Speaking to right-wing radio host Hugh Hewitt on Wednesday, Trump said this explicitly.
"They didn't put him on because he's Jewish. I think he's highly overrated, too, by the way, but they didn't put him on because he's Jewish," Trump said, before transitioning back to promoting himself. "And I just can't believe, when you look at the polls, where I'm probably up to 50 percent, 40 percent, 45 percent, and what I've done for Israel, and what I've done, I have been the best president by far for the Jewish people. There's never been anybody like me."
The argument that Democrats are somehow hostile to Jewish people because Shapiro wasn't selected has been undermined by the positive response to the person Harris did choose as her running mate. Not to mention that it's hypocritical; Trump didn't pick a Jewish running mate either. (He picked Ohio Sen. JD Vance, who converted to Catholicism as an adult.) Harris, of course, is also married to a Jewish man. The Democratic Party also has a number of Jewish leaders, including Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.).
But he doesn't count, Trump told Hewitt.
"Chuck Schumer is a Palestinian, as far as I'm concerned," Trump said. "And yet, when it comes to elections, for whatever reason, he'll be supported by Jewish people. He's Jewish, and yet he's totally given up on Israel, as far as I'm concerned. It's shocking."
Schumer has not "given up on Israel," except to the extent that Trump gets to define how people view Israel. Nor is Schumer's Jewish identity dependent on his political approach to Israel, except to the extent that Trump gets to decide who counts as Jewish.
Later, when his conversation with Hewitt shifted to the college protests, Trump again disparaged Schumer.
"I'd say 10, 12, 15 years ago, there was no more powerful, call it a lobby, but there was no more powerful lobby than the Israeli lobby, than the Jewish lobby," Trump said, repeating a long-standing trope about powerful Jewish organizations. "Today, it's almost the opposite. You have people like me that are big supporters, but we're in a tremendous minority. When guys like Schumer go for Hamas and Hezbollah, I mean, look at Schumer. Why would a Jewish person be voting for Schumer?"
"It's pretty incredible," Hewitt (who is Christian) responded.
"Why would somebody who's Jewish be voting for these people? If Jewish people vote for her, and I use this expression, they ought to go out," Trump continued, "because Kamala is a person that is very anti-Israel, and very anti-Jewish. But she solves that problem by saying her husband's Jewish, okay? But that doesn't, her actions are the worst that we've ever had."
Trump is deciding that Harris, despite her family, fails to meet his standard of support for Jewish Americans. Just as, last month, he decided that Harris failed to meet his standard of "Black."
It's not clear what he meant that Harris-voting Jewish people ought to "go out." Hewitt didn't ask. But history does not offer positive stories about political leaders who decide that they can evaluate the legitimacy of Jewish people and their families, suggesting that those who fail the evaluation should be cast out.
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4 things to know about Tim Walz's Midwestern family in the DNC spotlight
Tim and Gwen Walz discussed their fertility struggles at the Democratic National Convention, where their son, Gus, got attention for his reaction to his dad's speech.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-08-22
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz formally accepted the Democratic vice-presidential nomination on Wednesday at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Speaking from the United Center, Walz recounted his journey from small-town teacher and football coach with "zero political experience" to governor and candidate for vice president.
But Walz didn't just introduce himself to voters -- he also introduced his family members, some of whom stole the spotlight with their enthusiasm. Here's what to know about the Walz family.
Members of Walz's family were featured prominently in his speech. His wife Gwen, daughter Hope and son Gus were seated in front of the stage. His children cried as Walz gestured toward them and his wife during his speech and said: "Hope, Gus and Gwen, you are my entire world and I love you."

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) and his family embraced one another and waved to delegates from the stage at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


After his speech, other members of Walz's family joined him onstage. Neil Young's "Rockin' In The Free World" was playing as the group embraced one another and waved to delegates from the stage.
Inside the United Center, crowds cheered and stomped for Walz -- but it was his 17-year-old son, Gus, who stole the show.
Sitting in the front row during Walz's speech, Gus showed emotion and excitement, jumping up from his seat at times to clap and cheer for his dad. After Walz told him and the rest of his family that he loved them, Gus, with tears streaming down his face, mouthed to the audience, "That's my dad" -- a moment that has since gone viral, with many social media users praising his response as genuine and heartfelt.
Walz and his wife have shared publicly their son has a nonverbal learning disorder, attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and an anxiety disorder. In a statement to People this month, the couple said those conditions were "not a setback" but rather "his secret power."
In their statement, Tim and Gwen Walz said it became clear when Gus was growing up "that he was different from his classmates." They said he was diagnosed as a teenager with "conditions that millions of Americans also have." It took them "time to figure out how to make sure we did everything we could to make sure Gus would be set up for success as he was growing up," they continued.
Gus, the statement continued, "is brilliant, hyper-aware of details that many of us pass by, and above all else, he's an excellent son and brother to his sibling."

Gus and Hope, the children of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), made an emotional appearance at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


Gus appeared to win over many in the audience Wednesday, including convention volunteer Broderick Greer, who wiped away tears after seeing Walz's family react to him acknowledging his children, and his son's joyful tears. "The son, oh my God," Greer, 34, an Episcopal priest from Denver, told The Post.
Political candidates are speaking publicly about their reproductive history this year, The Washington Post has reported, in the hopes it will help them connect with voters at a time when access to abortion and fertility treatments is being called into question in some states.
Democrats in particular have seized on the issue since Alabama's Supreme Court, which has all-Republican justices, ruled in February that frozen embryos are people and that individuals could be liable for destroying them, throwing into question the future of fertility care in the state.
Adding to the backlash, a 2021 interview by Donald Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), resurfaced earlier this year, in which he referred to Democrats including Vice President Kamala Harris as "childless cat ladies who are miserable" and who "want to make the rest of the country miserable too." Critics argued it was especially insensitive to women who can't have children. (Vance later clarified that people who can't have children or can't find the right partner were not the "target" of his remarks, but has since doubled down, claiming that the Democratic Party "has become anti-family and anti-child.")
On Wednesday, Walz and his wife spoke about their own struggles with infertility and how they used fertility treatments to conceive their daughter. In a prerecorded video to introduce her husband ahead of his speech, Gwen said, "of all the things he's done, Tim loves being a dad. We struggled to have kids. And fertility treatments made it possible. There's a reason our daughter is named Hope."
Walz in his speech appeared to make an indirect reference to Republican attempts to restrict fertility treatments when he said that in Minnesota, the golden rule is that people mind their own business, adding: "and that includes IVF and fertility treatments."
Walz said this position was "personal for Gwen and I" because of their struggles to conceive children. Calling infertility "hell," he recounted his and his wife's years-long journey to conceive. "I can remember praying each night for a phone call. The pit in your stomach when the phone had rang and the absolute agony when we heard the treatments hadn't worked," he said.
Though Walz has often referred to IVF on the campaign trail, his wife clarified in a statement this week that she received a treatment known as intrauterine insemination (IUI). IUI involves placing sperm into a person's uterus to increase the chances of fertilization, according to the Cleveland Clinic. The clinic said the treatment is often used before "more invasive and expensive" fertility treatments.
Gwen Walz, who is from Minnesota, met Tim Walz in Nebraska, his home state, when they were high school teachers. The couple married in June 1994 and moved to Minnesota two years later. They taught at Mankato West High School and Gwen later became an administrator with Mankato Area Public Schools until 2019, when her husband became governor. As first lady of Minnesota, she advocated for education and prison reform. She was influential in the role, helping to shape it after years in which the position was left unfilled.
Hope Walz graduated from Montana State University in 2023. Earlier this month, Walz told a crowd that his daughter works as a ski instructor at Big Sky and is a social worker at a homeless shelter in Bozeman.
Gus Walz is a senior at Saint Paul Central High School, according to the Minnesota Star Tribune.
The Walz family also has some animal members, including a rescue cat named Honey and a black Lab mix called Scout. Tim and Gwen Walz said they adopted Scout after promising Gus they would get a puppy if Walz won the governorship. In a questionnaire with Vogue, the Walz family said if they could tell their dog one thing, it would be that "he rescued us as much as we rescued him."
Molly Hennessy-Fiske and Kim Bellware contributed to this report.
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Amos Brown, a pastor to Kamala Harris, to offer DNC prayer
His longtime friend has a "holistic spirituality that speaks to social justice, liberation and personal salvation," Brown said. 
By Michelle Boorstein | 2024-08-22
SAN FRANCISCO -- Before the Rev. Amos Brown and Kamala Harris prayed in a D.C. hotel room together to honor her 2021 vice-presidential inauguration, before they went to Ghana with entertainers Idris Elba and Spike Lee, they were two aspiring Bay Area politicians trying to help each other rise.
In the 1990s, their mutual ally, San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, suggested then-prosecutor Harris advise Amos Brown's campaign for the board of supervisors. The reverend was already an accomplished church leader with deep roots in the civil rights movement, but was facing a tough election. Harris was an up-and-comer with a reputation for relationship building and had aspirations for higher office herself.
Brown won the race. And decades later, Harris and the man who would become her personal pastor are together at another key point in both of their lives, as the 83-year-old offers a prayer Thursday night as she accepts the presidential nomination at the Democratic convention in Chicago.
His appearance and prayer at the Democratic National Convention represent a capstone in the relationship between Brown and Harris -- a Baptist with a Hindu mother, an Anglican father and a Jewish husband. It also gives a massive stage to the pair's shared spiritual project: the justice-focused faith of the progressive Black church.
Last weekend, as he prepared to leave for Chicago, Brown said he already knew the crux of the prayer he would offer: "Inclusion. Peace. Justice. Love. And being concerned about the least of these."
Brown is a dean -- if an occasionally controversial one -- of San Francisco's religious life, an activist with close connections to civil rights giants such as Medgar Evers and Martin Luther King Jr., and he is now looking for a successor after 48 years as senior pastor of the prominent Third Baptist Church.

Community members greet one another after Sunday service at Third Baptist Church. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)


He is doing so in a time of change in the Black church, as it seeks new ways to reach younger people who are less connected to the institutions of Black Christianity. In that regard, he has a similar task as Harris, who faces a political environment in which younger Black voters are increasingly declining to automatically support Democratic politicians.
Harris's faith, Brown said, is more about the responsibility to improve society than about attending regular church services.
"Kamala Harris has been exposed to, been in a romance with a holistic spirituality that speaks to social justice, liberation and personal salvation," he told The Washington Post in a late July phone interview, one in a series of talks about Harris this summer. "This is her reason for being involved -- not to have a title, but for service. Because she took Jesus seriously."
The Rev. Frederick Haynes, a Dallas pastor who grew up at Third Baptist, said he has connected with Harris over the years when he's come to preach at homecoming at her alma mater of Howard University or when she's invited him to events at the vice president's residence.

Pastor Amos Brown speaks during Sunday service at Third Baptist Church. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)



Community members greet each other before Sunday service. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)


"She's been very consistent in our conversations that she's a student of the question: 'How does what I'm doing [in government] connect to my faith? Will God be pleased with me?' She always wanted God to be pleased with her work."
Brown was 14 and living in Jackson, Miss., when 14-year-old Emmett Till was murdered not far away. It drove Brown to found the country's first youth council of the NAACP, and as a reward for that, movement icon Evers took the teen by car to San Francisco for an NAACP convention. Later, Brown was one of fewer than 10 students to attend a rare class taught by King at Morehouse College, in 1962. He became the leader of Third Baptist in 1976.
Third Baptist was long known as among the elite of the city's Black churches, the place to be for political leaders. It was called "the silk stocking church," reflecting its well-to-do attendees, longtime members said. When Brown arrived, seats in the sanctuary filled an hour before services.
He was appointed by Mayor Brown to the city's governing board in 1996, then elected to a two-year term in 1998, with Harris's help. He has held national and state Baptist leadership roles, and is on the NAACP national board of directors, as well as serving as the group's San Francisco-area president. He is vice chair of the state task force looking at reparation proposals for African Americans.

A woman walks by Third Baptist Church in San Francisco on Sunday. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)


In 1991, Brown represented three national Baptist denominations in testifying before the U.S. Senate against the nomination of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas. He argued that, among other things, Thomas's criticism of the minimum wage and of his sister for using welfare benefits made him "an insulting, disgraceful" selection.
"We must have at least one person of African American descent on the court who knows what it means to be concerned about all of God's children," Brown testified.
Third Baptist's size has diminished over the years, Brown said, from nearly 4,000 members to around 800. But he said what attracted him and Harris to the church remains, particularly its focus on solving social problems like economic inequality and systemic injustice.
"Kamala Harris knew that this church represented the best of Black theology and faith," he said.
As a child growing up in Oakland and Berkeley, Calif., Harris and her sister were brought by a close neighbor and family friend to 23rd Avenue Church of God, a charismatic Black church in Oakland. They sang in the children's choir.
"It's where I learned that 'faith' is a verb and that we must live it, and show it, in action," Harris wrote in her memoir, "The Truths We Hold."

A portrait of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and several plaques line the walls of the Rev. Amos Brown's office at Third Baptist Church in San Francisco. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)



A photo of Brown with -- and signed by -- Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris sits on his desk at the church. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)


Harris's campaign did not answer specific questions about her faith and religious practices, but Harris does not appear to be as close to a church or denomination as, say, President Joe Biden is to Catholicism.
Since marrying Doug Emhoff a decade ago, Harris has joined him for synagogue services for the Jewish High Holidays, including at Adas Israel, in Northwest Washington.
Emhoff made a point in his Tuesday night convention address to reflect the merging of their religious activities. He said that beyond her attendance at his synagogue, he goes with her to church on Easter, too. Also, he said, "she makes a mean brisket for Passover."
Brown said he and Harris speak infrequently but regularly, and that they are together for key events. He and his wife joined Harris and others last year for a state trip to Ghana.
"We mostly have been about serious business," he said. "Since she was in the stroller, it was about freedom, life, liberty -- which is freedom -- and the pursuit of happiness. I think it's appropriate [the Democrats now are] talking about helping people to smile again, to be joyous, not frowning and tearing down the other."
Brown's tenure has at times provoked discomfort in his political allies. At a memorial service days after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, he appeared to lay some blame on the United States: "America, is there anything you did to set up this climate? America, America, what did you do -- either intentionally or unintentionally -- in the world order, in Central America, in Africa, where bombs are still blasting? Oh, America."
As he was speaking, Sen. Dianne Feinstein and California Gov. Gray Davis, both Democrats, left the stage. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) told the crowd that "the act of terrorism on Sept. 11 put those people outside the order of civilized behavior, and we will not take responsibility for that."

Brown delivers a fiery speech at a 2008 rally in San Francisco denouncing the passage of a state measure banning same-sex marriage. (San Francisco Chronicle/Getty Images)


Michael Pappas, executive director of the San Francisco Interfaith Council, said Brown was named for a prophet, and "prophets say things that bother people. I think his intentions are probably noble. Sometimes they don't translate."
Brown was in the news earlier this year after he confronted an Asian American rapper and businessman who released a video about crime in the city that focused blame on Mayor London Breed -- who is part of the Third Baptist community.
The rapper Chino Yang and the advocacy group Asian Justice Movement alleged that Brown had threatened Yang and his business for insulting Breed. Brown later apologized, saying he understood his words could be seen as "intimidating or silencing" and that it was not his intention.
Anthony Wagner, 82, a longtime leader at Third Baptist, said he worries that some of Harris's critics are trying to compare Brown to Jeremiah Wright, the former pastor of a popular Chicago church that Barack Obama attended. During Obama's first presidential campaign in 2008, Wright's comments harshly criticizing the U.S. government were condemned, including by the candidate.
"He wears an exterior, a serious persona, but underneath, he's a caring, loving person," Wagner said of Brown. "I've seen him many times because of something he did and shouldn't, he'll be in tears. I'll always say: 'Did he cry?' And answer is always: 'Yes, he did!' He is serious as hell but caring."
Brown said the Chicago preacher was treated unfairly in 2008.

Brown speaks to a church member after Sunday service. (Mike Kai Chen for The Washington Post)


"He was speaking in the style of an Afro-America preacher. It was how he was feeling about America. Can't a man express his genuine feeling?" he said. Of himself, Brown said: "I have had too many universal experiences. No one can accuse me of being a bigot or narrow."
His sermon last Sunday, "We Need a Liver Transplant," was a call to "detoxify" the country from misogyny, extreme materialism, racism, xenophobia, militarism and nationalism.
"All this culture war and brouhaha about the Ten Commandments in schools," he told The Post. "You need to let God put a commandment in your heart, not in stone. When we had religion in schools, White folks were lynching Black folks. If you want to be a heavenly nation, you have to live it out!"
Scott Clement and Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Bill Clinton and the wide gap in job gains by presidential party
Speaking at the Democratic convention, Bill Clinton suggested that the partisan "score" on job creation since the Cold War was 50 million to 1 million. It is.
By Philip Bump | 2024-08-22

Former president Bill Clinton speaks at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Former president Bill Clinton, speaking during the third night of the Democratic convention on Wednesday, presented a bit of data meant to promote his party -- and, indirectly, his period in office.
"You're going to have a hard time believing this, but so help me, I triple-checked it," Clinton began. "Since the end of the Cold War in 1989, America has created about 51 million new jobs. I swear I checked this three times. Even I couldn't believe it. What's the score? Democrats 50, Republicans one."
That is: 50 million jobs added under Democratic presidents and 1 million under Republicans.
"One," Clinton continued. After referring to vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz's past job as a high school football coach, Clinton spiked the ball. "But even the most limited of us in what we know about football, or any other sport, knows that if you've got 50 and the other side's got one, you're ahead."
This is one measure, obviously selected for effect. But Clinton's not wrong.
There have been six presidents since 1989, three from each party. Under the three Democrats -- Clinton, Barack Obama and Joe Biden -- there was a cumulative increase of 50 million more people working between the starts of their terms and the ends. Under the three Republicans -- George H.W. Bush, George W. Bush and Donald Trump -- the cumulative total was, in fact, only 1 million. (That's starting at the beginning of the elder Bush's term, not the fall of the Berlin Wall a few months later that marked the start of the Cold War's demise.)




There is an avalanche of caveats that apply here, certainly. One is that "increase in people working" is not fully equivalent to "jobs created," nor is it necessarily a measure of the policies or administration of the presidents.
It's also the case that both George W. Bush and Trump saw calamities during their presidencies that significantly reduced employment: the recession under Bush and the coronavirus pandemic under Trump. But you can also see how this brings us back to the uncertainties just mentioned. Could the job loss during those events have been more limited under different presidents?
If we extend the point backward a bit further, to the end of World War II, the difference is still striking. Each party has had seven presidents since that time, with 88 million jobs added under Democrats and 32 million under Republicans.




Take out the post-Cold War period and you see that the distinction is more modest: 38 million under Democrats to 31 under Republicans. There is, however, still a distinction.
Of course, these presidents also had different durations in office. John F. Kennedy wasn't in office as long as his predecessor, Dwight D. Eisenhower. So it would make sense if the country added fewer jobs during his administration. (As it turns out, it didn't, but you get the point.)
If we adjust employment increases by months in office, we still see a difference -- particularly since George H.W. Bush in 1989.




Again, more caveats can be sprinkled over all of this. Job growth under Biden was increased to some extent because employers were getting back up to speed after layoffs at the outset of the pandemic, for example.
So what happens if we take just the middle two years of Trump's and Biden's terms and compare them? That eliminates the covid effects for Trump and the boost at the outset for Biden. It also gives a year during which their policies could be expected to have had an effect.
In 2018 and 2019, under Trump, the country added 4.3 million jobs. In 2022 and 2023, under Biden, it added 7.5 million jobs.
You don't have to be a sports whiz to see that seven puts you ahead of four, either.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/08/22/clinton-dnc-jobs-created-since-cold-war/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Democrats signal voting rights bills will top the agenda if Harris wins
Kamala Harris wants to expand early voting, make it easier to register to vote, end partisan gerrymandering and require the disclosure of more political donors. 
By Patrick Marley | 2024-08-22

Attendees listen as former president Barack Obama speaks in front of the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday night in Chicago. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Democratic leaders say passing sweeping legislation to expand voting rights and curb gerrymandering will be at or near the top of their governing agenda should Vice President Kamala Harris win the presidency this fall in a blue wave that also ushers in unified control of Capitol Hill.
To enact the measures, they say, they are even willing to bypass the filibuster, a staple of the Senate that the party increasingly sees as one among a litany of tools that Republicans have used to thwart the popular will.
The focus on changing the systems for elections and governance that undergird American democracy reflects widespread frustration among Democrats that they have been unable to accomplish more on issues such as guns, abortion and the climate -- despite polling that suggests many of their policy positions have widespread support.
In recent years, Republican-led states have limited mail voting and Supreme Court rulings have reduced the reach of the Voting Rights Act. Democrats describe the proposed bills as an antidote to voter suppression and as springboards that would allow them to pass other parts of their agenda.
"This is vital to democracy," said Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) in an interview here Wednesday on the margins of the party's convention. "This is not just another extraneous issue. This is the wellspring of it all."
Earlier Wednesday, Schumer said that if the party keeps the Senate majority, it will have the votes necessary to "change the rules" and make voting rights legislation a top priority, a reference to carving out an exception to the filibuster.
"One of the first things I want to do, should we have the presidency and keep the majority, is change the rules and enact both the Freedom to Vote Act and the John Lewis Act," Schumer said at a panel discussion in Chicago on voting rights.

Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) onstage during the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday in Chicago. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Among other things, the two bills would guarantee early voting, make it easier to register to vote, outlaw partisan gerrymandering, require greater disclosure of political donors, provide additional public funding for campaigns and bolster the Voting Rights Act.
To pass the legislation, which Republicans adamantly oppose as an illegitimate power grab that deprives states of their authority, Harris would need to win the presidential race, and Democrats would need to hold onto the Senate and retake the House. Even if they are able to set aside the filibuster and enact the legislation, Democrats would be likely to soon face a showdown over voting rights with a skeptical Supreme Court.
GOP nominee Donald Trump, who unsuccessfully sought to overturn the results of the 2020 election, has long called for tightening voting laws and has questioned the use of early and mail voting. His campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the legislation Harris is backing.
Democrats tried to pass the bills early in Joe Biden's presidency when they held both houses of Congress. A lack of support for changing the filibuster rules from two moderate Democrats, Sens. Joe Manchin III (W.Va.) and Kyrsten Sinema (Ariz.), kept them from advancing their plans. Both have since left the party and are retiring.
Harris has long embraced the measures. As a senator, she signed onto a precursor to the Freedom to Vote Act. At a February meeting with voting rights advocates she called for passing that measure and the legislation named after Lewis, the late civil rights champion and congressman. Harris at the time said pushing for such legislation was "about upholding fundamental principles, about democracy, the importance of all people being able to express their voice in every way, including through their vote."
Rep. John Sarbanes (D-Md.), the House sponsor of the Freedom to Vote legislation, said he's confident about the bill's prospects, especially after seeing 48 Democrats vote to change the filibuster rules in 2022. New senators will be inclined to support a rule change, he said, and those who previously voted for it will be unlikely to switch their position.
"The playbook is there," he said. "As a lawmaker, I can tell you lawmakers love to have put in front of them something that says, 'This is what you did last time.'"
But Richard Hasen, a UCLA law professor and director of the university's Safeguarding Democracy Project, expressed skepticism that Democrats would stay unified. "There are people who didn't have to stick their neck out because Manchin did," he said. "So I'm not so confident that the Democrats could blow up the filibuster rule for this if they wanted to."
He described the Freedom to Vote legislation as a wish list with many provisions, "some of which were better thought out than others." If they have a chance to pass voting rights legislation next year, he said, they will need to think carefully about what they want to include -- and what can pass muster with the conservatives who hold a majority on the Supreme Court.
"Although the [Constitution's] elections clause power is broad, we've seen the Supreme Court rein in Congress in voting rights and the Voting Rights Act and campaign finance and lots of other places," Hasen said.
Changing election laws is complicated, and overhauling online voter registration systems or electronic voter rolls could create logistical and technological challenges that would be costly and time-consuming. That's led some to suggest members of Congress should take their time if they want to change voting rules.
"If we're going to have a massive overhaul of election policy in the United States implemented by Washington, the most important voices to be heard are election officials," said David Becker, the executive director of the Center for Election Innovation and Research. "And those voices have to be bipartisan and reflect regional diversity as well."
Republicans say they are eager to challenge any new law's legitimacy and warn it could weaken efforts to tighten election rules in a way that makes it hard to cheat.
"I would be first in line to file litigation on this," said Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose (R).
He called the legislation a "massive federal power grab" that would turn the Department of Justice into a "national election czar" and take authority away from state officials who have long been responsible for setting voting rules.
"You can strike that balance between security and convenience, and I think that's what Ohioans, what Americans really want," LaRose said.
While Republican elected officials like LaRose have opposed the bills, supporters of the measure said they believe the general public -- including Republican voters -- would get behind them.
"This bill is good for democracy, and it is also extraordinarily popular," said Michael Waldman, the president of the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University. "It's polarized in Congress, but it's not polarized in the country."
Before he was chosen as Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) signed legislation creating state-level protections similar to the Voting Rights Act, allowing voters to sign up to receive absentee ballots for every election and restoring voting rights to more than 50,000 people who had been convicted of felonies.
In Michigan, voters amended the state constitution to guarantee nine days of early voting and expand the use of ballot drop boxes. Democratic state lawmakers followed up that action with legislation to protect election officials from intimidation and strengthen the process for certifying accurate results.
Lavora Barnes, the chairwoman of the Michigan Democratic Party, said Congress should follow her state's lead by giving people more opportunities to vote.
"It opens the doors for people who have other obligations that sometimes get in the way of making it possible to go vote," she said.
The Freedom to Vote legislation is wide-ranging and would establish new rules for congressional and presidential elections. States would have to allow no-excuse mail voting, provide at least two weeks of early voting, expand the types of identification they accept under voter ID laws, establish automatic voter registration programs, allow people to register to vote at the polls so they could immediately vote, limit purges from their voter rolls and make sure voters don't have to wait more than 30 minutes in line to cast their ballots. States would have to allow felons to vote when they get out of prison, ending a patchwork state-based system.
The measure would make Election Day a federal holiday and make it a crime to lie about polling hours and voting rules. It would set new standards for drawing congressional districts and ban gerrymandering them for partisan gain.
In an effort to curb "dark money" in politics, the bill would require groups to disclose their major donors and put in place new rules meant to ensure they do not coordinate with candidates. It would also provide more public funding for congressional candidates who focus their fundraising on small donors.
The legislation named for Lewis is a response to Supreme Court decisions that struck down provisions of the Voting Rights Act. In 2013, the court ended the ability to enforce a key portion of the act that required the Department of Justice or a court to sign off on changes to election policies made by jurisdictions with a history of racial discrimination. Eight years later, the court made it harder to win discrimination lawsuits brought under the Voting Rights Act.
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Kamala Harris had her national debut at the 2012 DNC. Here's what she said.
More than a decade ago, she made her first major national appearance at another Democratic convention, where she spoke about her upbringing and the American Dream.
By Niha Masih | 2024-08-22

Kamala Harris, then California's attorney general, speaks at the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte on Sept. 5, 2012. (Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images)


When Vice President Kamala Harris walks onstage Thursday to formally accept the Democratic presidential nomination, it will mark another milestone in her remarkable journey to the top echelons of power that began more than a decade ago at another party convention.
It was in September 2012 when Harris, as California's attorney general, made her first major national appearance at the Democratic National Convention in North Carolina to champion President Barack Obama for a second term. Harris was already considered a rising star in the party and well known for her barrier-breaking roles as San Francisco district attorney and California attorney general.
She strode onstage on the second night of the convention, dressed in a sharp white dress suit and a double strand of pearls, a color often favored by Democratic women as a mark of honor to the suffragists.
"The choice between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney is clear," Harris said in her 2012 speech, which focused on casting Obama as a champion of the middle class and his Republican opponent Mitt Romney as a Wall Street ally.
"Here's what President Obama did. President Obama won Wall Street reform to prevent any more tax-funded bailouts. President Obama won credit card reform so you don't get stuck with hidden fees and sudden rate hikes," she said, praising Obama's leadership in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis.
"President Obama stood with me and 48 other attorneys general in taking on the banks and winning $25 billion for struggling homeowners. That's leadership," Harris added.
Ellen Fitzpatrick, author of "The Highest Glass Ceiling: Women's Quest for the American Presidency," said Harris "is very much the Kamala Harris we are seeing in 2024," as she has continued to stress the need for economic opportunities for the working and middle classes, invokes patriotism and remains critical of the policies that favor the wealthy.
"I'm struck by how vital and vivacious she was then and how powerfully these qualities are resonating today," Fitzpatrick said by email.
Convention speeches offer aspiring candidates a powerful platform to vault into national consciousness.
Harris also used the moment in 2012 to introduce parts of her own story, touching upon her middle-class upbringing. "I remember when my mother, Shyamala Harris, bought our first home. I was 13. She was so proud and my sister and I were so excited," she said, adding that millions of Americans can relate to the feeling of walking through the front door of their first home.
She drew upon the theme of the American Dream, seeking to draw a contrast between the visions of the Democrats and the Republicans.
"It's a choice between an America where opportunity is open to everyone, where everyone plays by the same set of rules, or a philosophy that tilts the playing field to help the wealthiest few," Harris said.
In conclusion, she said: "The American Dream belongs to all of us."
Her speech, however, failed to capture national attention. The Washington Post at the time described her delivery as "low-key" and said the "crowd seemed unsure of when to clap even during her most obvious applause lines."
The response was markedly different when she walked out onstage in a tan suit at the Democratic convention in Chicago in a surprise appearance on Monday. The crowd roared and gave her a standing ovation. She used the moment to laud President Joe Biden and acknowledge the delegates gathered from across the country.
"Looking out at everyone tonight, I see the beauty of our great nation. People from every corner of our country and every walk of life are here, united by our shared vision for the future of our country," she said.
On Thursday night, in the biggest speech of her political career, she is expected to introduce her life story, The Post reported.
In 2020, ahead of her vice-presidential nomination, Harris's campaign posted a throwback image from her 2012 appearance.
Brian Brokaw, who managed Harris's campaign for attorney general in California and who was at the Democratic National Convention in 2012, said her speech that night did not have the same short-term impact as Obama's did in 2004 -- a moment that essentially launched him toward the presidency.
"And I look back now thinking -- perhaps if many of those in the room had seen what some of us knew about Kamala early on -- they would've paid a little closer attention to someone who would be accepting the party's nomination for president just a decade or so later," he said by email.
"Regardless, they will get their chance on Thursday night, just as the rest of the country and the world gets to know the Kamala we know," he said.
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The making of Kamala Harris, as told by her kindergarten best friend
Stacey Johnson-Batiste and her mother, Doris Johnson, reminisced about important moments in Harris's childhood in Berkeley, Calif.
By David Maraniss | 2024-08-22

Doris Johnson and her daughter, Stacey Johnson-Batiste, a childhood friend of Kamala Harris, speak Monday during the first day of the Democratic National Convention at the United Center in Chicago. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Doris Johnson and Stacey Johnson-Batiste huddled backstage at the United Center on Monday night, preparing to deliver their mother-daughter duet of a convention speech, when Kamala Harris strode toward them, the hall still resounding with cheers from the Democratic presidential nominee's brief introductory appearance.
Johnson, at age 88, a close friend of Shyamala Gopalan Harris, the vice president's late mother, had developed a sudden chill from a blast of air conditioning. Her mouth went dry and she fretted that it would make her voice raspy. Johnson-Batiste, who first met Harris in kindergarten, had never used a teleprompter before, and the only rehearsal the organizers provided was in a backroom without one. Afraid that she would have difficulty reading the words from that distance, she memorized her lines, but a speechwriter had made some late changes, so she had to relearn them.
Their anxiety vanished at the sight of their old friend.
"You're speaking, right?" Harris said as she hugged them.
"Yeah, we're about to go on!" Johnson-Batiste said.
"Oh, my lord," Johnson said. "I just couldn't imagine when Stacey called me and told me you wanted me to come. I said, "Whaaat? Are you serious? And I had just had my 88th birthday. ... All my days, all my years, and then something like this would happen that I would really witness this."
The hotels of Chicago this week are buzzing with friends of Harris from all stages of her life: her Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority sisters, her colleagues when she was district attorney of San Francisco and attorney general of California, and early supporters calling themselves Originals who hitched onto her star when she came to Washington as a senator in 2017 and then launched her first truncated bid for the presidency two years later. All are part of her story. But if, as the saying almost goes, the child is the mother of the woman, then much can be gleaned from those who first knew the child.
It was Hillary Clinton, the first woman to reach these political heights, who popularized the phrase "It takes a village," but it was Harris who more clearly lived it. Her childhood in the flatlands of West Berkeley was shaped by a tight-knit group of African American friends who embraced Shyamala, Kamala and her younger sister, Maya. They included Doris and her husband, Robert Johnson, Sherman and Mary Williams, and Regina and Arthur Shelton, among others, many of whom had known Shyamala since her days at the University of California at Berkeley when she joined a discussion group on Black history.

This January 1970 photo provided by the Kamala Harris campaign shows Kamala, left, with her sister, Maya, and mother, Shyamala, outside their apartment in Berkeley, Calif., after her parents' separation. (Kamala Harris campaign/AP)


In one sense, Harris's  story mirrors that of the Black politician who paved the way for her, Barack Obama. Both were mixed-race, with Black fathers who came from different lands -- Kenya for Barack Obama Sr., Jamaica for Donald Harris. Both fathers were intellectuals trained in economics who wanted to help their homelands, but who left their wives and children behind -- the elder Obama when Barack was a baby, Harris when Kamala was only 5. Unlike Obama Sr., Donald Harris stayed mostly in the United States and remained part of his daughters' lives after he separated from their mother, but only a small part, and it was left to the "uncles and aunts" to fill the void.
The journey that took Johnson-Batiste and her mother, the last living member of the older generation, to that moment backstage at the Democratic National Convention began 54 years ago when Kamala and Stacey were in the same kindergarten class at Berkwood Hedge School. Although Stacey and Kamala were classmates only that single year, soon separated by different schools and later at times by different cities, they developed a lifetime bond of sisterhood, the sort of deep friendship where they could pick up exactly where they had left off no matter how long they had been apart, and could communicate a shared feeling with just a look. Johnson said it was the same for her and Shyamala. A memory she most cherishes is a photograph at a Mother's Day brunch of her bent back in raucous laughter at something Shyamala had just said.
As Johnson and Johnson-Batiste  explained during a recent joint interview at the Sofitel Hotel here near Chicago's Magnificent Mile, the key to appreciating Harris was through Shyamala, who was born in Madras (now Chennai), India, arrived in the United States for graduate school at age 19, earned a PhD at Berkeley in nutrition and endocrinology, and spent her career as a breast cancer researcher.
"Kamala is just like her mother," Johnson said. "I used to tell Shyamala, 'She is just like you, Shyamala.' Very, very similar. Very smart. Very independent. Forceful. Shyamala was a no-nonsense woman."
"But [Shyamala] was very well-rounded, had many talents," Johnson-Batiste added. "A terrific cook, a renowned scientist, an absolute fabulous mother to Kamala and Maya, and a great friend to my mom. And she enjoyed life. And that's the way Kamala is, too."
Cars were a central part of that enjoyment. As Johnson briefly mentioned in her convention speech, "On weekends, we'd pile into my 1966 Mustang ... and off we'd go ... to the movies or some adventure," mothers in front, girls in back. That sporty dark green hardback was not the only car that bonded them. The mother-daughter group would also tool around in Shyamala's clunky Dodge Dart, and years later, after Stacey got her driver's license, she would pick up Kamala in her dad's Cadillac Coupe DeVille, and "we'd go to San Francisco on the town and dance so much our feet would hurt and we'd have to take our shoes off."
When Donald Trump recently made the claim that his surprise new presidential opponent was a South Asian who "happened to turn Black," he not only demonstrated a lack of understanding about the lives of people of mixed races, but also about Harris's  early life. Her mother inculcated her daughters in both cultures. They learned the food and music and sensibility of their mother's Indian roots, but they lived in a predominantly Black neighborhood and were surrounded by Black life. Two Black players on the Oakland Raiders, Larry Todd and L.C. Joyner, lived down the street, not far from the West Campus public school where the Black Panthers ran a free breakfast program.
The matriarch of the neighborhood was Regina Shelton, who ran a day-care center below the second-floor apartment in the yellow stucco duplex on Bancroft Place where Shyamala and the girls lived. Mrs. Shelton, as everyone called her, with her hair in a bun and a clipboard in her hand, knew the name of every kid in the area and made sure that they appreciated Black history. Her school was all about Black excellence. There were posters of Aretha Franklin and Frederick Douglass and W.E.B. Du Bois and Black doctors and writers and "To Be Young, Gifted and Black" on her classroom walls.
Carole Porter, who lived down the street and met Kamala in first grade when the city's volunteer busing program found them riding the bus together up to Thousand Oaks Elementary School in the predominantly White and wealthier Berkeley Hills, said that Mrs. Shelton was a profound influence in shaping the sensibility of Kamala and all the Black children in the neighborhood. "It seemed she had a wisdom about her," Porter recalled. "I know that she helped mentor Shyamala to help her daughters be Black women. Be strong and proud about it."
To Johnson-Batiste, the prevailing sensibility of the village in which she and Harris grew up was one of activism, intellectual curiosity and fearlessness -- attributes that carried her friend to the United Center as the Democratic nominee for president. Johnson-Batiste said she first saw those attributes when a boy in their art class at Mrs. Shelton's took a pottery piece that she had made and threw it to the ground, shattering it. Kamala upbraided the boy, which made him so mad that he picked up a broken piece and slashed Kamala above the eye, leaving a scar that is still there today.

Vice President Kamala Harris and second gentleman Douglas Emhoff during the first day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Johnson-Batiste and her mother were at Johnson-Batiste's house in Reno, Nev., that Sunday last month when President Joe Biden revealed that he would not seek reelection and wanted Harris to succeed him. "It was amazing," she recalled. "I kind of felt like this was going to happen anyway. I just felt this was the plan, this was God's plan. Like the universe, everything was lining up the way it was supposed to be. And this time was the perfect time. Like when she ran for president in 2019, that kind of set the stage but it wasn't her time. But now she is bringing all of her experience, all of her network and these phenomenal people who have been with her from the Berkeley village to the DA's office to the AG's office to the Senate to the sorority, bringing all of that to bear. You can see what's happening. It gives me the chills."
Johnson, looking back on the moment when she and her daughter took the stage at the convention, said that her hoarse voice disappeared as soon as she walked onto the stage and looked out at the vast audience. "Once I got out there, I just felt good. I felt happy," she said. "I only wish that her mother could have been there to see it."
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The reinvention of Kamala Harris 
Harris's energized rallies mark a sharp contrast from her often-stumbling appearances of four years ago. That's not an accident.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-08-22

Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, at a campaign rally on Tuesday in Milwaukee. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post/For The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Fifteen months after her inauguration, Vice President Kamala Harris's chief of staff had resigned, part of a dispiriting drumbeat of staff departures. A stumbling television interview on immigration was routinely featured in Republican attacks. Her often-tentative public appearances were reminding Democrats all too clearly of her recent presidential campaign, which had collapsed before a single vote was cast.
Now Harris is barnstorming the country, electrifying rally audiences with one energetic speech after another. Voters are lining up for blocks for a chance to hear her speak. Her crowd sizes are outpacing anything Democrats have seen since the heyday of Barack Obama.
On Thursday, she will step before a packed, enthusiastic crowd at the United Center to accept the nomination of an adoring party that has closed ranks around her with historic speed, culminating one of the most spectacular turnarounds in recent political history.

Senior National Political Correspondent Ashley Parker looks at how enthusiasm and hope at Kamala Harris's DNC is similar to Barack Obama's convention in 2008.


Harris has so far limited her appearances largely to scripted gatherings before friendly crowds and has yet to hold an extended news conference or debate Republican nominee Donald Trump (they have a debate scheduled for Sept. 10). But the remake is unmistakable, and it is no accident.
Harris's team and top Biden aides took specific steps to right the ship -- but only after what some White House officials now admit was a poor job of supporting the vice president at the outset.
"I did not feel that we served her as well as we could have at the beginning -- and not through any malice, not because people didn't want her to succeed," Anita Dunn, a former senior adviser to President Biden, said in an interview. "There wasn't the level of understanding that she's getting judged differently, she's getting covered differently. Most vice presidents don't get covered the way she did, with the same level of scrutiny. And so I don't feel like we served her as well as we could have there at the beginning."
About a year into her tenure, the White House started making moves. Lorraine Voles, a seasoned operative who'd worked for Al Gore and Hillary Clinton, was hired as Harris's chief of staff. Staffers created an operation designed to connect Harris with individuals and groups who supported her and would speak up on her behalf.
Harris herself, with Biden's support, began focusing less on perilous political tasks like tackling the cause of immigration and seized instead on issues such as abortion and racism, which played to her rhetorical strengths.
Those steps began yielding public appearances that seemed far more confident and assured, whether it were addresses on reproductive rights or a speech in Jacksonville decrying the stance of Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) on Black history.
And some Democrats cite another reason for the vice president's markedly relaxed demeanor since her nomination. In 2020, they say, she was trying to make a splash in a party veering sharply to the left -- and was visibly uncomfortable doing it. This year, Harris's centrism on issues like criminal justice fits much better with where most Democrats are. And she did not have to fight her way through primaries or debates, letting her bask in the adulation of crowds rather than needing to prove herself.
Nearly a dozen current and former White House officials, vice-presidential aides, and confidants detailed an effort by Harris, her supporters and the administration to reshape an image of Harris that was battered in her harrowing first year. Some of the officials and supporters spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail the sprawling internal effort.
In January 2021, Harris became the first Black and Asian American woman to occupy a nationally elected office, but there was little time to celebrate. Biden and Harris were facing a global pandemic, economic problems and a country riven by racial protest.
Harris's supporters say she was eager to advance the administration's aims, but folding into Biden's political universe was not always easy. Biden was surrounded by people who had worked for him through countless crises. Harris's own team was largely disassembled -- and she started with many staffers who were loyal to Biden, the Democratic Party and the greater cause, but largely new to her.
Some of Biden's supporters questioned whether Harris was more invested in advancing his goals or her own career. During the first Democratic debate of 2019, Harris criticized Biden for having been friendly with segregationist senators, and the bitterness of that moment lingered.
"I believe there was unease around asset versus ambition," said Bakari Sellers, a former longtime South Carolina state legislator and a longtime Harris supporter.
Early on, Biden tasked Harris with taking on the root causes of migration from Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras, an assignment that tied her to one of the most searing issues in American politics. In an interview with NBC's Lester Holt, Harris appeared frustrated by repeated questions about why she had not yet visited the U.S.-Mexico border, which she did not see as part of her mandate.
"And I haven't been to Europe," Harris snapped. "And I mean, I don't understand the point that you're making."
As her  path grew rocky, staffers began leaving. Ashley Etienne, her communications director, left in November 2021. Symone Sanders, her chief spokesperson, departed two weeks later. Chief of Staff Tina Flournoy was gone by April 2022.
Harris supporters say her turnaround began around that time, as Biden's circle recognized that they had done little to help her navigate a difficult landscape with few resources. At one point, the president told senior staff that he would fire anyone discovered leaking negative stories about Harris to the media, said several aides who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
Many in the White House saw the Holt interview as a flashing red light.
"What it exposed almost immediately, which was her greatest vulnerability, is that she had no infrastructure," Etienne said. "There's nobody I can call to help defend her, to help change the narrative. I've got to do something to change what is on the television. Who am I going to call?"
Etienne's team started to catalogue what Harris did on a weekly basis and send notes to people they saw as allies who could defend the vice president in their in-groups or on TV networks.
Harris made an effort to meet more of those allies in person, especially after pandemic restrictions eased. Her office launched a number of tours, including one that took her to college campuses across the country. She convened meetings with reproductive rights advocates in her office.
Harris's associates say that as she spoke with people who supported her, focusing on issues she strongly believed in, she began to find her footing.
Former White House chief of staff Ron Klain said Harris was also working hard behind the scenes, for example preparing assiduously for the daily national security briefings delivered to her and Biden.
"Of all the participants, she came the best prepared, ready with questions, having already reviewed the written intelligence and ready to help ask hard questions ... and helped shape the president's ability to digest and process that intelligence," Klain said.
But the most dramatic turning point came in May 2022, after word leaked that the Supreme Court was poised to overturn the constitutional right to an abortion. Democrats saw it as a galvanizing issue, but Biden had long shown discomfort when it came to a full-throated embrace of abortion rights, given his Catholic faith.
There create an opening and a moment for Harris.
"It was that summer of 2022 where everything was on the line," said Donna Brazile, a Harris confidant and the former head of the Democratic National Committee. "It was not just on the line for the administration. I think it really was also on the line for her."
Klain asked Harris to spearhead the administration's response, and she traveled the country warning that not just abortion rights but also an array of other freedoms were under threat from Republicans and conservatives.
Reflecting the Biden circle's growing confidence in Harris, she had a green light to quickly go to places that made the most sense, even with just a few hours' notice. "In the White House, you can always come up with a lot of good reasons why people shouldn't be spontaneous," Dunn said. "And she was at the point where she was like, 'This is what I want to do.' And certainly, I think many of us were supportive of it."
In event after event, Harris sharpened her arguments and developed resonant ways of talking about an issue central to Democrats' electoral prospects.
"The right of every woman in every state in this country to make decisions about her own body is on the line," the vice president said during a speech in Tallahassee on the anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision. "And I've said it before, and I will say it again: How dare they? How dare they? ... Can we truly be free if a woman cannot make decisions about her own body?"
She sought to replicate that nimbleness in other areas.
She traveled to Florida to take on DeSantis's "war on woke" and changes to public school curriculum that said Black people benefited from slavery. And she made a surprise visit to meet three Democratic lawmakers in Tennessee who were kicked out of their posts by their GOP colleagues after protesting gun laws in the statehouse.
"That is not a democracy," Harris said of the move to expel the lawmakers. "You can't walk around with your lapel pin and you're not representing the values that we hold here as Americans."
It was during those moments that she began to workshop some of the themes that have since appeared in her stump speeches, taking Republicans to task for ostensibly wanting to ban books, rewrite history, even end in vitro fertilization.
Supporters say they began to see a more assured version of Harris, one that has commanded the stage in the month since she became the likely Democratic nominee.
"People who have only started seeing her again ... may have been a little surprised by the intensity of crowd reaction to her, by her confidence and her ability to connect," Dunn said. "But anyone who has been watching her over the last couple of years is not going to be surprised."
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Toxic exes, saving childless ladies' cats: Memorable lines from DNC Night 3
Bill Clinton described Donald Trump as a narcissist. Hakeem Jeffries compared him to a toxic ex. And Oprah Winfrey urged the crowd to "choose joy."
By Niha Masih, Kelsey Ables | 2024-08-22
The Democratic National Convention continued to be an electric affair on Day 3, with the party rolling out another star-studded lineup that included former president Bill Clinton, media mogul Oprah Winfrey and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries and closing with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz accepting the vice-presidential nomination.
Speakers emphasized the differences between Vice President Kamala Harris and her Republican opponent, Donald Trump, pitching her as a candidate for the working and middle classes and painting Trump as a man out only for himself.
The crowd laughed at one speaker's comparison of the end of Trump's presidency to a breakup from a toxic relationship. They cheered as speakers pitched an inclusive vision for Americans -- promising to look out for even the cats of "childless cat ladies" and daring Republicans to pry the wedding band off "my cold, dead, gay hand."

Former president Bill Clinton speaks on the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Clinton used his speech to amplify a theme that has emerged as a clear line of attack from the Democrats against Trump -- that he is self-centered.
"The next time you hear him, don't count the lies -- count the I's," said Clinton, 78. "His vendetta. His vengeance, his complaints, his conspiracies."
He compared Trump to a tenor singing "me, me, me, me, me." With Harris as president, Clinton continued, the days will instead be about "you, you, you, you."

Former president Bill Clinton delivered a speech on the third night of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, on Aug. 21.


The crowd laughed when he asked: "Do you want to spend the next four years talking about crowd size?"
Clinton, who also praised President Joe Biden, highlighted the Democrats' track record on job creation. "Since the end of the Cold War in 1989, America has created about 51 million new jobs. I swear, I checked this three times. Even I couldn't believe it," he said.
"What's the score? Democrats, 50; Republicans, one," Clinton said as the crowd roared.

House Minority Leader Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) gave a speech at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21.


House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) compared Trump to "an old boyfriend" who "just won't go away," prompting laughter and cheers.
"He has spent the last four years spinning the block, trying to get back into a relationship with the American people. Bro, we broke up with you for a reason," Jeffries said as the crowd erupted.
He labeled Trump a "chaos agent" who poses a threat to American democracy.
Riffing off the popular Taylor Swift song "We Are Never Ever Getting Back Together," Jeffries continued sharply that "there is no reason for us to ever get back together."
"Been there, done that, we're not going back!" he thundered.

Vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Walz used his nomination acceptance speech to share his life story and introduce himself to a national audience, emphasizing his time as a teacher, a football coach and a family man.
In biographical videos, Walz's former students spoke about his impact on their lives. Walz said his students inspired him to run for Congress.
"So, there I was, a 40-something high school teacher with little kids, zero political experience and no money running in a deep red district. But you know what? Never underestimate a public school teacher. Never," he said.

Gus and Hope, the children of Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), made an emotional appearance at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


He spoke about the struggle he and his wife faced with infertility and treatments. "It took Gwen and I years, but we had access to fertility treatments, and when our daughter was born, we named her Hope," he said.
His son, Gus, stood up and clapped with tears in his eyes, mouthing, "That's my dad," amid loud cheers.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) honored the six maintenance workers who died after a container ship ran into the Francis Scott Key Bridge at the DNC on Aug. 21.


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, a rising star in the next generation of Democratic leaders, called for his party to wrest back the concept of patriotism from the Republicans who have rallied around Trump's "Make American great again" slogan.
"We are a nation of patriots who serve when the mission is hard and who serve when the destination is uncertain," said Moore, who began his speech honoring the six workers who died after a container ship ran into the Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore. He said Harris's call to him on the morning of the accident promising help confirmed to him that she was the right person to lead the country.
Moore said Democrats had less than three months to prove that "true patriots do not whine and complain" and instead put their heads down to work.

Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


For Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, Harris's track record on marriage equality and support for LGBTQ rights is personal: Nessel is the first openly LGBTQ person to be elected to statewide office in Michigan and lives in the southeastern part of the state with her wife and twin sons.
When Nessel took the stage, she praised Harris for refusing in 2011 to defend California's ban on same-sex marriage, which was later ruled unconstitutional. "She refused to argue that some families should have fewer rights than others," Nessel said. "She was fighting for families like mine."
Nessel also sent an emphatic message to Republicans and members of the Supreme Court: "You can pry this wedding band from my cold, dead, gay hand," she said. "And I'm retaining a lot of water, so good luck with that."

Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who is being held hostage in Gaza. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


One of the most emotional moments of the night came when the parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an American taken hostage by Hamas, shared their son's story. They were greeted by chants of "Bring them home!" And as they spoke, images of the eight American hostages believed to still be held captive in Gaza appeared behind them.
During the Oct. 7 attacks, Goldberg-Polin was kidnapped from a music festival in Israel that he was attending to celebrate his 23rd birthday. His mother, Rachel Goldberg-Polin, said his "left forearm, his dominant arm, was blown off before he was loaded onto a pickup truck and stolen from his life -- and me and [his father] Jon -- into Gaza."
"That was 320 days ago," she said. "Since then, we live on another planet."

The parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an American being held hostage in Gaza, spoke about their anguish over their missing son at the DNC on Aug. 21.


The Biden administration's response to the war in Gaza has sowed division among Democrats, and protests have been ongoing outside the convention in Chicago.
Jon Polin, Hersh's father, acknowledged the convention is political, "but needing our only son and all of the cherished hostages home is not a political issue. It is a humanitarian issue," he said to loud applause.

Oprah Winfrey speaks on the third day of the Democratic National Convention. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Talk show host and media mogul Oprah Winfrey has for more than a decade used her considerable influence to advocate for Democratic candidates -- at times, with much success.
In her speech Wednesday, Winfrey was at it again, urging independent and undecided voters to turn out for Democrats: "You're looking at a registered independent who's proud to vote again and again and again because that's what Americans do," she said. She called on the crowd to "choose joy," a sentiment that has come to define the Harris-Walz campaign.

Oprah Winfrey spoke directly to independent and undecided voters about the need to vote during the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


One moment from her speech was particularly joyful for the crowd -- when she was painting a picture of a unified country. "When a house is on fire, we don't ask about the homeowner's race or religion. We don't wonder who their partner is or how they voted. No, we just try to do the best we can to save them," she said.
"And if the place happens to belong to a childless cat lady," she added, referring to viral comments by Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance criticizing Democrats, "well, we try to get that cat out, too."

Presidential inaugural poet Amanda Gorman addressed the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21.


Poet Amanda Gorman, who had a breakout performance at Biden's inauguration in 2021, delivered a spoken-word performance that earned a standing ovation. Keeping with the Democratic messaging on freedom and unity, Gorman said, "Divided we cannot endure. But united we can endeavor to humanize our democracy and endear democracy to humanity."
In a reference to former president Barack Obama's autobiography, "The Audacity of Hope," she said the future will be informed by "the audacity of our hope, by the vitality of our vote."
"Perhaps the American Dream is no dream at all -- but instead a dare. To dream together," she said.
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5 takeaways from the Democratic convention and Tim Walz on Day 3
Democrats leaned in on some of their more problematic issues, and Walz drove home the party's newfound "freedom" theme.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz taking the stage Wednesday in Chicago to accept the Democratic nomination for vice president. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the 2024 election, where Wednesday night at the Democratic National Convention looked a little like a Friday night (with a high school football team and lots of pigskin talk) and even a Saturday night (with an SNL star).
(Make sure you are subscribed to this newsletter here. You can also hear my analysis on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. We're doing new episodes of the Campaign Moment podcast all week.)
Night 3 of 4 at the Democratic National Convention is in the books. Democrats used it to road-test some messages on some of their most problematic issues, while we got much-anticipated speeches from former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and the man she helped create a job opening for: Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz.
Below is the third installment of my takeaways from the convention, which concludes Thursday with Vice President Kamala Harris formally accepting the nomination for president.
1. Walz brings home the "freedom" theme
All week at their convention, Democrats have been trying to lay claim to the patriotism mantle after decades of largely ceding that territory to Republicans. The symbols and chants are everywhere. The anthem of the convention is Beyonce's "Freedom," a song about liberation.
In accepting the Democratic vice-presidential nomination Wednesday night, Walz sought to tie it all together.

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz accepted the Democratic vice-presidential nomination at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21. Here's what he said.


The overriding theme of the Minnesota governor's speech was the title of that song. He mentioned "free" or "freedom" a dozen times. He pitched Democrats as the protectors of it and Republicans as meddling in it.
"When Republicans use the word -- freedom -- they mean that the government should be free to invade your doctor's office, corporations free to pollute your air and water, and banks free to take advantage of customers," Walz said. "But when we Democrats talk about freedom, we mean the freedom to make a better life for yourself and the people that you love, freedom to make your own health-care decisions and, yeah, your kids' freedom to go to school without worrying about being shot dead in the hall."
Walz painted Donald Trump and GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance as not just "weird," but weird in a way that infringes upon people's lives by taking away their economic and health-care freedom.
"We know if these guys get back in the White House, they'll start jacking up the costs on the middle class," Walz said. "They'll repeal the Affordable Care Act, they'll gut Social Security and Medicare, and they will ban abortion across this country with or without Congress."
Walz pitched Harris as the antidote.
"Kamala Harris is going to cut your taxes," he promised. "If you're getting squeezed by prescription drug prices. Kamala Harris is going to take on Big Pharma. If you're hoping to buy a home, Kamala Harris is going to help make it more affordable."
(Separately, one of the moments sure to have people talking was when Walz's son, Gus, who has a nonverbal learning disorder, tearfully stood up and exclaimed, "That's my dad.")
It was a specific version of freedom -- a populist one -- delivered by a candidate brought to the ticket for that kind of appeal. But he wasn't the only one to play it up.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) spoke about "real freedom" that comes from investment in schools, infrastructure and communities. Oprah Winfrey intoned, "Freedom isn't free," and that "it takes hard work and heart work." Many speakers have cast reproductive rights -- a major issue in Democrats' favor right now -- in terms of freedom. And the Harris campaign debuted an ad, "We believe in freedom."
At the end of it all, of course, Walz departed to Neil Young's "Rockin' in the Free World."

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) and his family embraced one another and waved to delegates from the stage at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


2. A muted moment for the highly consequential Pelosi
Perhaps nobody has quietly loomed over the convention this week like Pelosi. Her role in nudging aside President Joe Biden helped create the enthusiastic and optimistic spectacle we've witnessed, but it has been the source of some internal tensions. Pelosi has occasionally been terse when asked about the subject and has offered no apologies. And her relationship with Biden and his team appears strained.
Pelosi spoke only briefly, with little sign of any hard feelings from her or the crowd.
She took care to praise Biden's presidency, calling it "one of the most successful presidencies of modern times." But she notably prefaced that by tying it to "the inauguration of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris" -- playing up Harris's role.
"Thank you, Joe," Pelosi said after listing the administration's accomplishments. "And I know that Vice President Harris is ready to take us to new heights."

Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi thanked President Joe Biden and his administration at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21.


3. Democrats threaded the needle on Gaza
Democrats have spent much of the week treating the war in Gaza -- perhaps their most divisive issue internally -- gingerly. It had received only fleeting mentions over the first two days, as pro-Palestinian protests took place outside the convention, and the party has split between the Palestinian and the Israeli causes.
But Democrats leaned in Wednesday, seeking to thread the needle -- and seemingly succeeding for the moment.
One of the night's most poignant moments came when the parents of a hostage held by Hamas, Hersh Goldberg-Polin, spoke about their plight.
Jon Polin, the father, asserted that Biden and Harris were working hard to return the hostages and reach a cease-fire deal. He noted that the hostages spanned many nationalities and religions.
"In an inflamed Middle East, we know the one thing that can most immediately release pressure and bring calm to the entire region: a deal that brings this diverse group of 109 hostages home and ends the suffering of the innocent civilians in Gaza," Polin said.

The parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an American being held hostage in Gaza, spoke about their anguish over their missing son at the DNC on Aug. 21.


In a sign of how unifying the message was, Polin's comment earned applause from one of the House's most pro-Palestinian members, Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.). The crowd ultimately chanted of the hostages, "Bring them home."
Speakers have regularly mentioned freeing the hostages alongside a cease-fire -- combining the priorities of the two sides of their split party. And thus far, the issue hasn't boiled over in nearly the way Democrats had feared it might.
4. An attempt to flip the script on the "broken" border
Speaking of issues being massaged, Democrats also placed newfound emphasis on border security -- an issue that has been one of Biden's worst and has threatened to derail Democrats' hopes. Republicans have sought to connect the issue to Harris, misleadingly calling her the "border czar."
Democrats mostly played up Trump's role in torpedoing a bipartisan border deal earlier this year. But they also sought to tie the nation's proud immigrant past and pathways to citizenship -- things they have long emphasized -- to an increasing rhetorical emphasis on getting tough on illegal crossings.
More than a half-dozen speakers broached the issue.
"Let's be clear: The border is broken," Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-N.Y.) said before pitching Harris as a "joyful" warrior who would "work across party lines to secure our border, to treat people like human beings and to move our country forward."
Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-Tex.), who represents a border district, joined others in accusing Republicans of rejecting the deal and previous attempts at immigration reform for political purposes -- in the most recent case, to keep the border chaotic ahead of the 2024 election.
Bexar County, Tex., Sheriff Javier Salazar's recounting of the horrors of cross-border human-trafficking -- "desperate, terrified, gasping for air" -- would have sounded just as at home at a Republican convention.
Salazar (D) then added: "When Donald Trump comes down to Texas, stands next to officers in uniforms just like mine, he's not there to help us. ... Just like when he killed the border bill, he just made our jobs harder. Now, Kamala, on the other hand, has been fighting border crime for years."
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) even promised Harris would bring the border bill back up and pass it.
"Kamala Harris has been tough as nails when it comes to securing our border," Murphy said. "When she was a California prosecutor, she went after drug smugglers, human traffickers. She put 100 gang members away in a single sweep."
Actually passing that bill, sponsored by a Republican, Sen. James Lankford (Okla.), will prove difficult after other Republicans turned against it en masse. But the border appears somewhat less salient of an issue right now than it once seemed, amid a four-year low in illegal border crossings.
5. There were plenty of choice lines
Bill Clinton: "What does her opponent do with his voice? He mostly talks about himself. So the next time you hear him, don't count the lies. Count the I's."
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel (D): "I got a message for the Republicans and the justices at the United States Supreme Court: You can pry this wedding band from my cold, dead, gay hand. And I'm retaining a lot of water, so good luck with that."
"Saturday Night Live" star Kenan Thompson, while holding an oversize prop copy of Project 2025: "You ever seen a document that could kill a small animal and democracy at the same time? Here it is."
Former Georgia lieutenant governor Geoff Duncan (R): "These days, our party acts more like a cult -- a cult worshiping a felonous thug. ... Let me be clear to my Republican friends at home: If you vote for Kamala Harris in 2024, you're not a Democrat; you're a patriot."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/08/22/dnc-day-3-takeaways-walz-bill-clinton-pelosi-speech/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Oprah says in surprise DNC speech to choose 'joy' and vote Harris
In ways both literal and figurative, Winfrey's Wednesday night speech was indeed a homecoming in which she fulsomely returned to the political arena 16 years after her debut political endorsement of Barack Obama to once again bestow the full force of her celebrity and cultural power.
By Ashley Parker | 2024-08-22

Oprah Winfrey called on Americans to vote for "common sense and decency" in her prime-time speech to the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday night. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- When a mysterious 15-minute gap appeared in the Democratic National Convention's Wednesday night programming, a rumor -- quickly confirmed -- began circulating that the surprise speaker would be none other than Oprah Winfrey.
And when the mononymous daughter of Chicago, her chosen hometown, took the stage in the United Center here -- beaming off the Jumbotron in her vivid lilac pantsuit -- she was greeted with an immediate roar and standing ovation.
"Who says you can't go home again?" the talk-show queen broadcast from the house of the Bulls.

Oprah Winfrey spoke directly to independent and undecided voters about the need to vote during the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


In ways both literal and figurative, Winfrey's Wednesday night speech was indeed a homecoming in which she fulsomely returned to the political arena 16 years after her debut political endorsement of Barack Obama to once again bestow the full force of her celebrity and cultural power, this time on Vice President Kamala Harris.
Describing herself as a political independent who always votes her values, Winfrey offered a largely apolitical speech, instead serving as yet another voice at the United Center calling for joy and decency, and emphasizing "common sense over nonsense." (Even her head-to-toe choice of color -- purple -- offered the simultaneous promise of bipartisanship and nonpartisanship).
"So I'm calling on all you independents and all you undecideds," Winfrey said, imploring would-be voters far outside the convention perimeter to support Harris. "You know I'm telling you the truth that values and character matter, most of all, in leadership and in life, and more than anything -- you know, this is true -- that decency and respect are on the ballot in 2024."
"Common sense tells you that Kamala Harris and Tim Walz can give us decency and respect," she continued.
Winfrey, who over her career has been dubbed the most influential and powerful woman in the world by everyone from CNN to Forbes to Time, has long embodied the so-called "Oprah effect" -- the ability to influence public opinion, say, or send book sales skyrocketing with almost a single utterance.
But her first foray into electoral politics did not come until 2007, when she pointedly chose her fellow Chicagoan over Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primary for president.
Calling him "the one," Winfrey hosted fundraisers for and appeared at rallies with Obama in early primary states, emerging as one of his most potent and important supporters. Moments after Obama accepted the Democratic nomination in 2008 at Denver's Invesco Field, Winfrey described his speech as "the most powerful thing I have ever experienced."
"I cried my eyelashes off," she said at the time.
Since then, Winfrey has continued to periodically weigh in on certain races -- she supported Clinton in 2016, for instance. But no subsequent endorsement has quite matched the shimmering synergy of the merging of Obama and Winfrey, two charismatic Black leaders marshaling complementary cultural movements.
Yet Wednesday night offered something of a symbolic and almost physical torch-passing, with Winfrey -- American royalty and Chicago uber-royalty -- serving as the bridge between the Obamas, who both spoke Tuesday evening, and Harris, who will officially accept her party's nomination Thursday night at the United Center.
There were signs that Winfrey viewed Harris's historic ascent as similar to that of Obama, including when she told People magazine just days after Joe Biden and Harris were officially declared the winners of the 2020 presidential race that she wished Black poet, writer and activist Maya Angelou had been alive to see it.
"I think what she means for women of the world is so extraordinary," Winfrey told the magazine at the time. "For women here in the United States, we can't even measure it. Because to see someone who looks like you in this role, you see what's possible for yourself."
Popping back into the political fray Wednesday in support of Harris, Winfrey served as yet another strong Black woman who delivered yet another powerful speech.
"And let us choose the sweet promise of tomorrow over the bitter return to yesterday," she said, before turning to what has emerged as a signature line of Harris's: "We won't go back. We won't be set back, pushed back, bullied back, kicked back. We're not going back."
Winfrey never uttered the names of the men atop the Republican ticket -- former president Donald Trump and Sen. JD Vance of Ohio -- and even her pointed digs were loosely couched in the idea of appealing to the nation's common decency.
She described at times being on "the receiving end" of "racism and sexism and income inequality and division," before saying, "but more often than not, what I've witnessed and experienced are human beings, both conservative and liberal, who may not agree with each other, but who still help you in a heartbeat if you are in trouble."
She continued: "When a house is on fire, we don't ask about the homeowner's race or religion. We don't wonder who their partner is or how they voted. No. We just try to do the best we can to save them."
Then, pausing, Winfrey finished the riff by alluding to comments Vance made in 2021 on Fox News about "a bunch of childless cat ladies" who are miserable in their lives.
"And if the place happens to belong to a childless cat lady, well, we try to get that cat out, too," she concluded, as the crowd cheered.
Winfrey's prime-time performance was the sort of speech -- not unlike her remarks at the 2018 Golden Globes, when she received the Cecil B. DeMille award for lifetime achievement -- that seem likely to prompt a swirl of speculation about her own political ambitions.
But as if to clear up any doubt, Winfrey ended her remarks by calling on the crowd to choose honor and joy. Then, throwing her arms open wide, she sang Harris's name in a throaty vibrato: "And together, let's all choose Kamala HAR-RIS!"
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Fact-checking Day 3 of the 2024 Democratic National Convention
Speakers made claims about Project 2025, Trump's tax cuts, and job creation under post-Cold War presidents.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, at the Democratic National Convention on Wednesday night. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The third night of the 2024 Democratic National Convention in Chicago featured more mostly thematic speeches, including by former president Bill Clinton, House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries and vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz. Here are four claims that caught our attention, in the order in which they were made.
As is our practice, we do not award Pinocchios for a roundup of statements made during convention events.
"Page 451 says the only legitimate family is a married mother and father where only the father works."
-- Colorado Gov. Jared Polis
It's a matter of interpretation. Polis was one of several speakers during the convention who have highlighted passages in a Heritage Foundation report called "Mandate for Leadership," a 922-page catalogue of conservative proposals that is popularly known as Project 2025.
But the report's Page 451 does not use the words that Polis suggested he was quoting, nor does it say that mothers should not work. On that page is a proposal for the Department of Health and Human Services to promote "stable and flourishing married families."
"Families comprised of a married mother, father, and their children are the foundation of a well-ordered nation and healthy society," the report says, accusing the Biden HHS of "agenda items focusing on 'LGBTQ+ equity,' subsidizing single-motherhood, disincentivizing work, and penalizing marriage."
The report also says that "working fathers are essential to the well-being and development of their children, but the United States is experiencing a crisis of fatherlessness that is ruining our children's futures." To combat this trend, the report says, "HHS should prioritize married father engagement in its messaging, health, and welfare policies."
While Page 451 doesn't actually say that the "only legitimate family" is the one it defines here, the implication is nonetheless strong. (Project 2025 page-number callouts in a skit by comedian Kenan Thompson mostly described the proposals on those pages accurately.)
"Trump was the mastermind of the GOP tax scam, where 83 percent of the benefits went to the wealthiest 1 percent in America."
-- House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.)
This is mostly false. Jeffries loves this statistic, but we gave him Three Pinocchios for it in 2021.
When both the Joint Tax Committee and the Tax Policy Center looked at the impact of the 2017 tax bill, they concluded that most people would experience an overall reduction in taxes. The Tax Policy Center found that 80.4 percent of all taxpayers would have a tax cut, compared with about 5 percent experiencing a tax increase. In the middle quintile, 91 percent would get a tax cut, averaging about $1,090, with 7.3 percent facing a tax increase averaging about $910.
Notice how Jeffries said that 83 percent "went" to the top 1 percent? He's speaking in the past tense. But he's relying on data for the year 2027 -- three years from now -- that is distorted by a decision made by the Republican tax-writers when crafting the bill.
Technically, under the budget rules agreed by Congress, the tax bill was supposed to increase the budget deficit by only $1.5 trillion over 10 years. But there was too much pressure to add in as many tax goodies as possible, so Republicans decided to allow significant provisions, such as individual tax cuts, to expire a couple of years before the end of the period budgeted for the tax cut.
This budget gamesmanship means that the tax tables for 2027 are distorted. The corporate tax cuts stay intact, but virtually all of the tax cuts for individuals were canceled, as Republicans bet that political pressure to keep the individual tax cuts in place would force a future Congress to extend them.
That may or may not have been a good wager. But politically it gave the Democrats a useful (if misleading) talking point. The 2027 tax tables produced by the Tax Policy Center show 82.8 percent of the tax cuts will flow to the top 1 percent. These numbers would be fine to cite in 2027, assuming the tax cuts expired on schedule. But it makes little sense to use them now.
"Since the end of the Cold War in 1989, America has created about 51 million new jobs. I swear I checked this three times. Even I couldn't believe it. What's the score? Democrats 50, Republicans 1."
-- Former president Bill Clinton
This is a cleverly cherry-picked fact. Clinton starts with the end of the Cold War, presumably the fall of the Berlin Wall on Nov. 9, 1989, which (economically speaking) is somewhat arbitrary. Economic trends such as job growth are not determined by presidential terms but often economic forces beyond a president's control.
Bureau of Labor Statistics data show that nearly 50 million jobs were created from November 1989 through July of this year.
By starting during George H.W. Bush's term, Clinton skips over Ronald Reagan, a Republican who oversaw the creation of 16 million jobs. Instead, the period covered by his statistic included three Republicans -- Bush, his son George W. Bush and Trump -- who had poor jobs records. About 1 million jobs were created from November 1989 to the end of the first Bush term, 1.4 million under his son, and then a negative 2.7 million under Trump (because of the pandemic). All three Republicans ended their terms with the country in economic downturns.
By contrast, 22.9 million jobs were created under Clinton, 11.6 million under Barack Obama and 15.8 million under President Joe Biden.
You will note that gives the Democrats 50.3 million jobs and the Republicans a negative 300,000. Perhaps Clinton thought that would sound too fantastical. So it appears as if he dated his statistic from January 1989, which results in a total of 51.5 million jobs, with about 1.3 million for Republicans.
"They'll repeal the Affordable Care Act. They'll gut Social Security and Medicare, and they will ban abortion across this country with or without Congress."
-- Vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz
This is speculative. Trump has insisted he will not touch Social Security or Medicare -- and he largely kept to that pledge during his presidency.
He tried repeatedly to repeal the Affordable Care Act when he was president, but failed. After he announced he would seek the presidency again, Trump suggested again he would seek to repeal the health-care law passed in Obama's presidency. But the ACA remains popular, and Trump dropped that talking point more than a year ago.
As for abortion, Trump has said the Supreme Court sent the matter to the states and that each state can set its own policies. But many conservative allies are eager to restrict abortion rights even further, perhaps using old laws on the books (such as the Comstock Act of 1873) in new and aggressive ways. Walz hinted at that by saying Trump would act "with or without Congress."
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principles
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Tim Walz bolstered by Clinton, Pelosi and Oprah in formal debut as Harris's VP
The night was designed to introduce him as a teacher and a football coach, a father and a husband, a former congressman and current governor who now could be the nation's No. 2.
By Matt Viser, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz walks onstage Wednesday on the third day of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz formally accepted the Democratic vice-presidential nomination on Wednesday, in a night that was designed to introduce him to the country as a teacher and a football coach, a father and a husband, a former congressman and current governor who now could be the nation's No. 2.
"It's the honor of my life to accept your nomination for vice president of the United States," Walz said at the start of a speech aimed at projecting his regular-guy persona in contrast to the Republicans he is running against and has tagged "weird."
He ticked through his biography: growing up in small-town Nebraska ("I had 24 kids in my high school class, and none of them went to Yale"), joining the Army National Guard, and finding an occupation ("I fell in love with teaching"). He mentioned his run for political office, and the fertility treatments he and his wife relied upon: "When our daughter was born, we named her Hope."

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz accepted the Democratic vice-presidential nomination at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21. Here's what he said.


Riffing on a Harris campaign theme, Walz said Democrats and Republicans mean different things when they say "freedom."
"When we Democrats talk about freedom, we mean the freedom to make a better life for yourself and the people that you love," he said. "Freedom to make your own health-care decisions. And, yeah, your kids. Freedom to go to school without worrying about being shot dead in the hall."
During the evening he was described as a man who helps neighbors out of snowbanks, a hunter in a deer stand and a dad dressed in plaid. He was also repeatedly described as a football coach, with former players walking onstage in high school uniforms as a pep band played and delegates raised signs that read "Coach Walz."
"You know, you might not know it, but I haven't given a lot of big speeches like this," he said. "But I have given a lot of pep talks."
The third day of the Democratic National Convention featured reproductive rights as a top issue that the party hopes will motivate voters in November, and later in the evening included boisterous speeches from former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), former president Bill Clinton and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) -- and a surprise appearance from Oprah Winfrey. They used GOP nominee and former president Donald Trump's age against him, and they spoke more pointedly of his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. They fixed their attention on GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance. And they insisted their ticket is the one focusing on joy and uplifting the nation.
"Let's cut to the chase. I am too old to gild the lily," Clinton said, in a thin and raspy voice. "Two days ago I turned 78. ... And the only personal vanity I want to assert is I'm still younger than Donald Trump."

Former president Bill Clinton addresses the convention crowd Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Following nights that were centered around an emotional celebration of President Joe Biden's record and decision to drop out of the race on Monday, and then an exuberant set of speeches from Michelle and Barack Obama on Tuesday, the lineup on Wednesday at times was more geared at promoting a running mate who has been in the national spotlight for just 15 days.
But while Walz was the headliner of the night, speakers did just as much to promote Harris. And there was a focus on Trump throughout, with several Republicans and a former Trump administration official addressing the convention, and speakers repeatedly ridiculing the Republican nominee.
"Donald Trump is like an old boyfriend who you broke up with, but he just won't go away," Jeffries said. "He has spent the last four years spinning the block, trying to get back into a relationship with the American people. Bro, we broke up with you for a reason."

House Minority Leader Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) gave a speech at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 21.


Clinton, who began the speech thanking Biden and hailing his decision to step aside, seemed to relish lines about Trump, who defeated his wife, Hillary Clinton, in the 2016 election.
"In 2024, we have a clear choice: 'we the people' versus 'me, myself and I,'" he said.
"He mostly talks about himself," Clinton said of Trump. "So the next time you hear him, don't count the lies. Count the I's. Count the I's. His vendettas, his vengeances, his complaints, his conspiracies. He's like one of those tenors opening up before he walks out onstage ... by singing me, me, me, me, me, me. When Kamala Harris is president, every day will begin with you, you, you, you."

Former president Bill Clinton delivered a speech on the third night of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, on Aug. 21.


Pelosi contrasted the "new heights" she said would be reached under Harris with one of the country's darkest days under Trump.
"January 6th was a perilous moment for our democracy," she said. "Never before had a president of the United States so brazenly assaulted the bedrock of our democracy, so gleefully embraced political violence, so willfully betrayed his oath of office. Let us not forget who assaulted democracy on January 6th. He did. But let us not forget who saved democracy that day. We did."
On a night focused on Democrats' new vice-presidential nominee, speakers also launched several attacks on his Republican counterpart.
"At least Mike Pence was polite," Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg said. "JD Vance is one of those guys who thinks if you don't live the life he has in mind for you, then you don't count."
He added: "Choosing a guy like JD Vance to be America's next vice president sends a message. And the message is that they are doubling down on negativity and grievance, committing to a concept of campaigning best summed up in one word: darkness. Darkness is what they are selling. The thing is, I just don't believe America is in the market for darkness."
Winfrey hailed Harris as the daughter of two "idealistic, energetic immigrants." She spoke about the need to protect abortion rights. And she triggered broad applause when she alluded to Vance's disparaging comment about "childless cat ladies" running the country.
"When a house is on fire, we don't ask about the homeowner's race or religion," she said. "We don't wonder who their partner is or how they voted -- no! We just try to do the best we can to save them. And if the place happens to belong to a childless cat lady? Well, we try to get that cat out, too."

Oprah Winfrey spoke directly to independent and undecided voters about the need to vote during the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 21.


John Legend performed ahead of Walz's speech, and the Minnesota governor was formally nominated for the vice-presidential role by Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota as well as by Ben Ingman, a former student and next-door neighbor of the Walz family.
Biographical videos featured some of his former students sharing how he impacted their lives as a football coach, basketball coach, social studies teacher, set builder for the student play and faculty adviser for the Gay-Straight Alliance.
Another video, focusing on Walz's military service, featured Iraq War veteran Mike McLaughlin and Al Bonnifield, who served with Walz in the National Guard for nine years. Walz and McLaughlin met when McLaughlin was leaving the Marine Corps and using the GI Bill to go back to school, and worked together to pass the "Forever GI" bill -- legislation to expand veterans' education benefits -- when Walz was in Congress.
Ahead of Walz's speech, Republican lawmakers with military experience attacked his military record in a letter laying out claims that the vice-presidential nominee had inflated his retirement rank and shirked his duty in his 24-year Army National Guard career.
Yet the letter published Wednesday includes signees who have wrongfully claimed retirement ranks and military awards they did not earn.
That includes Rep. Ronny Jackson (R-Tex.), who signed the letter with the retirement rank of Navy rear admiral. While Jackson served in and retired at the one-star rank of rear admiral (lower half), a Pentagon inspector general's report substantiated claims of misconduct when he served as a White House physician. In response, the Navy bumped his retirement rank down to captain in 2022, The Washington Post reported in March. Yet Jackson has since been falsely described by himself and former president Donald Trump as a retired rear admiral.

A supporter holds a sign with Walz's image. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Walz served as a command sergeant major in the Army National Guard, but he retired as a master sergeant, one rank down, because he did not finish the required coursework. Walz has often referred to himself as a retired command sergeant major, and the Harris campaign amended that language on its website after the scrutiny. Walz retired to pursue politics and left before his unit received its deployment orders, a decision that he says he struggled with and that later became an avenue for Republicans to attack his leadership qualities.
Walz has said that he's "damn proud" of his time in uniform. Last week, the Harris campaign publicized a letter signed by more than 1,000 veterans and military members commending Walz's service and advocacy for veterans and military families.
Harris chose Walz after a process that was accelerated because of the shortened window to pick a running mate.
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, a rising star in the Democratic Party who was one of the keynote speakers on Wednesday night, suggested earlier in the day that the running-mate role might have been his for the taking, even though Walz was the final pick.
"This was a deeply personal decision for the vice president, and we had a really good conversation and she laid out her vision -- and in the end it was a deeply personal decision for me, as well," Shapiro said during a conversation with reporters hosted by Bloomberg News at the convention.
"I'm a year and a half into a job I absolutely love -- where I can have a meaningful impact every single day -- and where I get to chart my own course, and I'm excited to continue that work for the good people of Pennsylvania," he added.

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D) on Aug. 21, spoke to the crowd at the Democratic National Convention adding unity was the country's "direction to the future.


Pressed on whether he was implying that the door had been open for him to become Harris's running mate, Shapiro demurred, saying he wouldn't divulge their private conversations: "The vice president had a personal decision to make and so did I, and I think this all ended up in the right place."
Shapiro pushed back on suggestions by Trump and his allies that he wasn't chosen because of his Jewish faith.
"I want to be really clear about something, because Donald Trump's been stoking this," Shapiro said. "Antisemitism played absolutely no role in the dialogue I had with the vice president."
The evening program also featured a former Trump administration official, part of a continued effort to showcase Republicans who are supporting the Democratic ticket.
Olivia Troye, a former national security official in the Trump administration who has been a vocal critic since 2020, was among the speakers. Geoff Duncan, a Republican and former Georgia lieutenant governor, also spoke, telling the convention hall of Democrats: "Our party acts more like a cult. A cult worshiping a felonious thug."
Harris did not come to the convention hall during Walz's remarks but on Thursday is expected to give her speech accepting the nomination.
As Walz wrapped up his speech on Wednesday night, he again alluded to his brief time in the national spotlight and his years as a football coach.
"So let me finish with this, team. It's the fourth quarter," he said. "We're down a field goal, but we're on offense and we've got the ball. We're driving down the field. And, boy, do we have the right team. Kamala Harris is tough. Kamala Harris is experienced. And Kamala Harris is ready."
Dylan Wells, Maeve Reston, Maegan Vazquez and Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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Democrats fully embrace abortion rights at convention and beyond
Speakers at the DNC convention have shared their personal stories related to abortion, miscarriage and infertility.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-08-22

Women and families from states with abortion restrictions, including Hadley Duvall, right, speak during the first evening of the Democratic National Convention on Monday in Chicago. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- It can be difficult to bring an arena of more than 20,000 people to a hush, but on the first night of the Democratic National Convention, Hadley Duvall did just that.
The abortion rights activist from Kentucky spoke near the end of Monday evening's program, recounting how she had been sexually abused by her stepfather and become pregnant by him at age 12.
"I can't imagine not having a choice, but today, that's the reality for many women and girls across the country because of Donald Trump's abortion bans," Duvall said, referring to the many state-level abortion restrictions enacted after Roe v. Wade was overturned in 2022. Trump, who as president appointed three Supreme Court justices who voted with the majority in the landmark Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization ruling, has called the state-enacted bans "a beautiful thing."
"What is so beautiful about a child having to carry her parent's child?" Duvall asked rhetorically Monday, to stunned silence in the arena.
Duvall telling her story in prime time has been just one of the many ways Democrats have featured abortion and reproductive rights prominently at their convention in Chicago this year. Several speakers at the convention have shared their personal stories related to abortion, miscarriage and infertility -- and how those struggles have been compounded by Republican-led restrictions on reproductive rights.
On Monday night, standing next to Duvall onstage, beneath a large screen that read "OUR FIGHT FOR REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM," was Kaitlyn Joshua of Louisiana, who recounted how two hospitals in her home state denied her care during a miscarriage because of state abortion bans.
"I was in pain, bleeding so much my husband feared for my life. No woman should experience what I endured, but too many have," Joshua said.
On Tuesday night, Kate Cox, a Texas mother who was denied an abortion by the state's Supreme Court last fall despite being that not getting one could jeopardize her future fertility, announced to cheers that she was pregnant again.
The openness to talking about abortion at the convention has mirrored an increasing willingness by those running for office to discuss their reproductive history, once seen as a liability. Fighting for abortion rights is also seen as a winning issue for Democrats, whose voter base has been galvanized since the Supreme Court overturned Roe. In the two years since, every state ballot measure that has sought to preserve or expand abortion access has been successful, while those that have sought to restrict abortion access have failed -- even in states that skew conservative.
"It is incredible to see our reproductive rights and abortion access being so prominently featured at the DNC. It's time. It's necessary," said Lauren Blauvelt, executive director of Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio who led the successful ballot initiative campaign to enshrine abortion access into the state's constitution last November.
Blauvelt said their group's efforts are now focused not only on the presidential race, but also on promoting pro-abortion rights candidates in House, Senate and other down-ballot races, so that Vice President Kamala Harris, if elected, has the Democratic majorities needed to pass legislation protecting abortion rights nationwide.
Several additional ballot measures concerning reproductive rights will also be decided by voters this fall, and Democrats are hoping that they boost turnout for their party. A recent Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll found that a quarter of Americans said that abortion was "one of the single most important issues" in their choice of who to support this fall, while a 62 percent majority of Americans oppose the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe. The poll also found Americans overall trust Harris over Trump to handle the issue, 45 percent to 33 percent, with an additional 20 percent saying they don't trust either.

At the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 19, activist Hadley Duvall recounted how she was impregnated by her stepfather at age 12.


The approach to abortion at the Democratic convention has been in stark contrast to the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee last month, where abortion was barely mentioned.
"Republicans are clearly running scared. They're seeing the same polls we are, they're talking to the same voters we are... they are seeing the same stories and they know how unpopular their position is," said Ally Boguhn, spokeswoman for Reproductive Freedom for All.
Most Republican lawmakers and candidates have fallen in line behind Trump, who has defaulted to saying he believes that issues concerning reproductive rights should be left to the states. Republicans quietly adopted a party platform at their convention that echoed Trump's position and removed language that explicitly called for a national ban.
However, Trump's frequent and vague statements on abortion -- as well as running mate JD Vance's staunch opposition to abortion -- have continued to trip them up, giving Democrats opportunities to attack the GOP. And abortion rights activists have continued to warn that Trump's allies -- including those behind Project 2025, an aggressive right-wing agenda -- have not stopped calling for national restrictions and would in fact continue to erode reproductive rights if Trump is reelected.
"A second Trump term would rip away even more of our rights: passing a national abortion ban, letting states monitor pregnancies and prosecute doctors, restricting birth control and fertility treatments," said Amanda Zurawski, a Texas mother who was sent home from a hospital despite going into premature labor at 18 weeks because her condition was not deemed life-threatening enough to qualify for the abortion care she needed. Zurawski also spoke onstage Monday night.
"We cannot let that happen," she added. "We need to vote as if lives depend on it. Because they do."
Over the last year, Democrats have also broadened their messaging to warn that Republicans are threatening an array of reproductive rights, especially after the Alabama Supreme Court ruled in February that frozen embryos are people, threatening the practice of in vitro fertilization. On Tuesday night, Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) and former first lady Michelle Obama both spoke about how they were only able to conceive their children through IVF.
"My struggle with infertility was more painful than any wound I earned on the battlefield," Duckworth said.
And in his speech Wednesday night, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris's newly named running mate, spoke both about how he signed abortion rights into state law as well as how he and his wife also struggled with infertility.
"If you've never experienced the hell that is infertility, I guarantee you you know somebody who has," Walz said. "And I can remember praying each night for a phone call, the pit in your stomach when the phone rang, and the absolute agony when we heard the treatments hadn't worked. It took Gwen and I years, but we had access to fertility treatments, and when our daughter was born, we named her Hope."
It is unclear how much the atmosphere at the convention would have changed if President Joe Biden had remained the nominee instead of announcing one month ago that he would not seek reelection after all. Though Biden's stance on abortion has shifted over the years, he has in the past refrained from using the word "abortion." Some abortion rights activists previously expressed concern that Biden was not the best messenger on what has widely been viewed as a slam-dunk issue for Democrats, especially when he fumbled an answer about abortion rights during his June presidential debate against Trump.
In his speech Monday night, in which he recapped his administration's achievements and passed the torch to Harris, Biden mentioned abortion only briefly.
"You know Trump will do everything he can to ban abortion nationwide. Oh, he will," Biden said. "You know Kamala and Tim [Walz] will do everything they possibly can to stop him. And that's why you have to elect senators and representatives who will restore Roe v. Wade."
But abortion rights activists at the Democratic convention said they would not have been surprised if the issue had been put front and center even if Biden had still been the nominee.
"We know that abortion is an issue that's really top of mind for voters this election cycle. This is something they really care about," said Boguhn, of Reproductive Freedom for All. "I do think that it is something we would have seen regardless but Kamala Harris has been such a great champion for reproductive freedom since day one."
Blauvelt, of Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio, said Harris moving to the top of the Democratic ticket has only supercharged Democrats and activists on the issue.
"She has been the leader and the champion at the White House for reproductive rights, for abortion access. ... She is our champion, and absolutely her being at the top of the ticket shows how seriously we are about taking back our bodily autonomy," she said.
Reproductive rights once again took center stage at the convention Wednesday night, themed "A Fight for Our Freedoms." Planned Parenthood President Alexis McGill Johnson noted that more than 1 in 3 American women, including nearly half of Black women, live in states with abortion bans, and tied it to the Harris campaign's general message of freedom.
"We cannot call ourselves a free nation when women are not free," she said. "In no way are Donald J. Trump and JD Vance more qualified than doctors and women to make these decisions."
Emily Guskin in Washington, Caroline Kitchener and Maegan Vazquez contributed to this report.
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Democrats set her up for success. Now Harris has to stick the landing.
Three nights in, the Democratic convention has exuded energy and star power, but what matters most will be the nominee's speech Thursday night.
By Dan Balz | 2024-08-22

Attendees react as Oprah Winfrey speaks on the third day of the Democratic National Convention at the United Center in Chicago on Wednesday night. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO - The first three nights of the Democratic National Convention have been a study in skillful political choreography, replete with star power, showmanship, creative twists and few glitches other than running long. What will matter most, however, is the impression Vice President Kamala Harris leaves with voters when she delivers her acceptance speech Thursday night.
Nothing counts quite as much at political conventions as what the nominee says in the spotlight. Former president Donald Trump managed to undermine three good nights at his convention in Milwaukee with a rambling, unfocused 90-minute speech that ran counter to efforts by others to remake his image in the eyes of voters. His candidacy hasn't been the same since then.
As effective as Harris has been over the month since President Joe Biden abruptly ended his reelection campaign, Thursday's speech provides her with the most significant opportunity yet to move voters, particularly those on the fence, in her direction. It will probably be the last time she will command such attention solely for herself.
Democrats have done all they can this week to set up Harris for success. In a matter of weeks, they have torn up their original script that would have been about boosting Biden and a principal focus on the issue of democracy -- and rewritten it to make the convention all about the vice president and the themes of freedom and the future.

Vice President Kamala Harris on the first day of the convention. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


But if the Republican National Convention was about the adulation focused on Trump by adoring delegates, Chicago this week has been more the story of a political party that has undergone a massive exhale with Biden no longer the nominee -- and found new energy in their younger and more vibrant standard-bearer.
Democrats' hopes now rest on Harris's shoulders, and while the convention is focused on her, it also has shown a collective spirit suggesting that the party was not as moribund as it might have seemed when led by Biden. If the energy and enthusiasm in Milwaukee was all about Trump, the sentiment in the United Center this week has been just as much about revived hope as it has been about one person. 
The enthusiasm generated for speakers as varied as Hillary Clinton and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), from the most experienced leaders to the stars of Harris's generation or younger, underscored not only the party's newfound unity but also the roles that a diverse many play in its fortunes.
Wednesday was another night of star power, with former president Bill Clinton, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and even, yes, Oprah Winfrey, the Chicago figure whose appeal has transcended the political divides. Winfrey's endorsement of Barack Obama helped lift his candidacy in 2008, and her impassioned appearance here could boost Harris with suburban women.

Oprah Winfrey speaks at the United Center on Wednesday. (Kaitlyn Dolan/The Washington Post)


The capstone of the third night was the energetic and relatable speech by Harris's running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, a new face on the political scene. He leaned into his past profession as a teacher and football coach to attack Trump and running mate Sen. JD Vance (Ohio) over the conservative policy blueprint known as Project 2025 that has been prepared by their allies.
Walz said Trump and Vance have spent "a lot of time pretending they know nothing about this. But look, I coached high school football long enough to know -- and trust me on this -- when somebody takes the time to draw up a playbook, they're going to use it."
The sequence this week has been well-plotted. There was Monday night's passing of the torch by Biden, whose decision to end his candidacy and endorse Harris turned what could have been a downbeat, moribund convention into an expression of enthusiasm and growing confidence about an election that a month ago appeared to have slipped away.
Then there was the combined power Tuesday night of former president Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle. No one doubted their ability to stand and deliver, but they may have exceeded expectations, with Michelle eclipsing her husband. The former president clearly knew what he was in for. "I am the only person stupid enough to speak after Michelle Obama," he joked as he stepped to the microphone.
Michelle Obama delivered a cutting takedown of Trump and an affirmation of Harris. Her husband took his own potshots at Trump and vouched for Harris's capacity to serve as president. Both crucially said they believed she has qualities that could conceivably lift the country out of the political morass, beginning to turn the page on the toxicity that has marked the eight years since Obama left office. "Yes, she can," he said, reprising the "Yes, we can!" chant from his 2008 campaign.
In the early days of Trump the politician, Democrats prided themselves as resisting playing down to his level. "When they go low, we go high," Michelle Obama famously said at the 2016 convention, when few Democrats thought Trump would ever reach the White House. After all that has happened since then, from Trump's false claim of a stolen election to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol to the demeaning rhetoric that continues to define his appearances, that's now old thinking.

Former president Barack Obama and former first lady Michelle Obama at the convention on Tuesday night. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The speakers this week have repeated previous assertions that Trump is a threat to democracy. But what is different now is the degree to which they all have sought to belittle him, to diminish him, to paint him as small and petty and so self-absorbed that he cares about nothing but himself. They have decided to fight fire with fire.
"We know all the old tricks and tropes that are designed to distract us from what actually matters," Winfrey said in an obvious reference to Trump. "But we are beyond ridiculous tweets and lies and foolery. These are complicated times, people, and they require adult conversation."
Michelle Obama was the most direct when she described Trump as benefiting from "the affirmative action of generational wealth," and then put the United Center audience into a frenzy of applause and laughter when she said, "Who's going to tell him that the job he's currently seeking might just be one of those 'Black jobs?'" -- a reference to Trump demeaning immigrants for taking "Black jobs" in his July debate with Biden.
Among other disparagements, Barack Obama leveled Trump with a hand gesture while mocking him for his obsession with crowd sizes.
To underscore that she can now go toe-to-toe with Trump in staging big and enthusiastic rallies, Harris and Walz on Tuesday night filled the Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee, where Republicans staged their convention, and piped in the rally to the jam-packed United Center.
The issue of democracy wasn't absent this week. Wednesday's program included a video of the attack on the Capitol, scenes of chaos and mayhem and violence, along with clips of Trump exhorting his followers to stand strong and march on the symbol of democracy. The video brought back the reality of one of the country's darkest days in history.
"Never before had a president of the United States so brazenly assaulted the bedrock of democracy, so gleefully embraced political violence, so willfully betrayed his oath of office," Pelosi said. "Let us not forget who assaulted democracy on January 6th. He did. But let us not forget who saved democracy that day. We did."

Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) speaks Wednesday night at the convention. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


The issue also brought to the stage the former Republican lieutenant governor of Georgia, Geoff Duncan, who denounced Trump and called on voters to embrace the Democratic nominee. "If you vote for Kamala Harris in 2024, you're not a Democrat," he said. "You're a patriot." At that point, the convention audience erupted in chants of "U.S.A.! U.S.A.!"
It's been said that the Harris campaign exudes the politics of joy, as Winfrey said in ending her speech, and there has been much such feeling inside the convention hall this week. But there were reminders from more than a few speakers that no matter how much the polls have shifted in Harris's direction, Democrats still face a difficult fight ahead.
Harris's validators have stressed that she represents the future to Trump's past, that she has a smile and a laugh that, whatever Trump may say, sent a jolt of energy through her audiences. They have extolled her for thinking of others when Trump thinks only of himself. And they have spoken about her toughness and determination.
On Thursday night, Harris will have the opportunity to show all Americans who she is, what she believes and why she should be president. The setup has gone smoothly, and now it falls on her to finish the job.
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Behind the scenes of 'Emily in Paris'
Emily's statement hat has developed its own gravitational pull and smaller hats have begun to orbit it. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-08-22

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Do the Dems now have rizz? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-08-22
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Submit your question or comment below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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Flightless bird
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Hamas, Israel and Middle East peace.
By Michael Ramirez | 2024-08-22

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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Did Coach Walz just claim 'freedom' for Democrats?
Night three of the Democratic National Convention was all about American ideals.
By Stephen Stromberg | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
"Freedom" was on the agenda of the third night of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Democratic fan favorites such as Bill Clinton, Nancy Pelosi, Oprah Winfrey, Pete Buttiegieg and others warmed up the stage for Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, who closed out the night.
Oprah recognized three women who desegregated New Orleans schools 63 years ago. Buttigieg reflected on his family dinner table, where he never imagined as a kid he'd sit one day with a husband and two children of his own. And though Walz introduced himself as a husband, dad, teacher and coach -- his middle-aged former players even joined him onstage -- he also wove his resume into a story of fighting for freedom as a National Guard member and as a politician.
Wednesday night was Walz's big introduction to the country. I asked my colleagues Jason Willick and Theodore R. Johnson: How did he do?
Jason Willick: He did well. He brought out all the best parts of his resume -- National Guard, coach, teacher, middle-class upbringing -- without delving into his more recent years as a Democratic governor, when a blue "trifecta" in St. Paul earned him his very-progressive reputation. To the extent the job of this Democratic ticket is to project moderation and enthusiasm, he executed.
Theodore R. Johnson: He did exactly what he was brought in to do: showcase his patriotism, neighborliness and commitment to service. Most Americans know a "Tim Walz" in their lives, which makes him feel familiar and accessible in a way that eludes most politicians.
Stephen Stromberg: All right, so strong reviews. Jason, I'm sensing a note of skepticism from you about who the real Walz is -- the moderate congressman from a red district with an NRA "A" rating, or the progressive governor who increased the Minnesota budget nearly 40 percent.
Jason: Indeed. His voting record in Congress was fairly conservative for a Democrat, reflecting his district (which actually might have been more purple than red). His record as governor, after the 2022 midterms, when he was unconstrained by Republican control in either house of the state legislature -- well, it was a fulfillment of progressive dreams. I think that's where he is politically today, and I think most voters who look closely will figure that out. But you wouldn't know it from his speech.
Stephen: Walz exited to "Rockin' in the Free World." Democrats have been using the word "freedom" a lot this convention, not least Walz, who is trying to make "mind your own damn business" a political slogan. Seems like they are trying to use the word in a slightly different way than Democrats have in the past, no?
Ted: We saw Democrats do what political scientists have argued they must: reclaim the nation's values and symbols instead of surrendering them to the right. Democracy, liberty, freedom, privacy, the flag, national pride, etc. were all on display at the DNC in a way that felt intentional and prominent.
Stephen: True. The global war on terror-era ambivalence many Democrats had about outward displays of patriotism and America's actions in the world has vanished.
Jason: Yes, the emphasis on "freedom" struck me, too. A kind of social libertarianism. It reflects a Democratic effort to portray the GOP as the culture-war aggressors -- the ones trying to dictate how you should live. In fact, as I perceive American politics over the past 10 years, progressives have actually grown more imperious, while the GOP has been on the defensive (increasingly appealing to things such as free speech and religious liberty to be left alone by progressives). But it's probably effective if Democrats are trying to shed that imperious image.
The question is how many voters will buy it. Does Donald Trump want to take away your freedoms? Maybe, but Mike Pence probably wants to take away more! (If we define "freedom" as things such as abortion rights, gay rights.) The democracy line had a hook: Trump really did try to overturn an election! The challenge will be convincing people specifically of what freedoms he wants to take away.
Stephen: The Dobbs decision did a lot to change the narrative about conservatives on defense, though, right?
Jason: Yes, Steve, that's right. If John G. Roberts Jr. had persuaded one more conservative Supreme Court justice not to overturn Roe, Democrats would not have performed as well in the 2022 midterms, and they would not be performing as well today.
Still, Trump has said repeatedly the matter is now in the hands of states. Trump and JD Vance have both suggested they don't support restricting access to mifepristone. Certainly many of their appointees would want to reverse some of the Biden administration's liberalizing of related Food and Drug Administration rules. These policy details are nuanced, but insofar as Dems can convince people a Trump-Vance White House will restrict abortion nationally, that is definitely a winning message.
Ted: In essence, with two parties so ideologically far apart on a number of issues, Walz forces binary questions: Which veteran do you trust more, Walz or the party of Michael Flynn? Who do you trust more on gun policy, Walz or the party of the NRA? Who do you trust more on reproductive policy, Walz and his loving children in tears or the party that has it out for "childless cat ladies"? He is a walking rebuttal of the GOP's caricatures, in hopes of making the choice of undecided voters easier.
Ultimately, I think Walz is a comfort to those voters on the fence who think the country's changes may leave them behind -- the same solace Joe Biden brought to the Obama ticket. But Walz brings a happy warrior spirit to the campaign and presidential politics. And yet, he's combative -- but like a football coach who wants more from his team, not like an ambitious politician.
Stephen: You mean to tell me he was a football coach? Somehow that message didn't get through.
Ted: Hayden Fox for VP!
Jason: Democrats are abandoning a lot of the more progressive language and policies that figured in their 2020 primary. Someone tuning into the DNC wouldn't see a party of banning fracking or decriminalizing border crossings or pushing critical race theory.
One thing Democrats aren't willing to do in their quest to project moderation is actively embrace or highlight policies the party's progressive wing finds objectionable. An optimistic if somewhat anodyne sense of unity is the priority.
Walz played his part. But at some point I think voters will dig into policy, and they might find his record less reassuring than his speech.
Ted: It was another good, star-studded night at the DNC. Walz acquitted himself well. (And so did his family!) Coach Happy Warrior did not disappoint Democratic supporters, and he wins the "Who would you rather have a beer with?" test over Vance by a country mile.
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How Walz and DNC speakers are appealing to independents and Republicans 
The vice-presidential nominee and other DNC programming reassures Republicans there's a solid home for them in the Harris tent. 
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-22

Second gentleman Doug Emhoff and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife, Gwen Walz, at the first day of the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 19 in Chicago. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post) 


Democrats have had a smorgasbord of political offerings this week. A fond and emotional farewell to President Joe Biden; a glimpse at future progressive stars; and Michelle Obama's magnificent takedown of former president Donald Trump and his MAGA pals. (Trump's "limited and narrow view of the world made him feel threatened by the existence of two hardworking, highly educated, successful people who also happened to be Black," Obama said. "Who's going to tell him that the job he's currently seeking might just be one of those 'Black jobs'"?) Democrats also got to absorb some rhetorical magic from former president Barack Obama. But there was also plenty of fodder targeted specifically at independents and alienated Republicans.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz may be a progressive, but his resume and persona embody middle America. Leaning into his small-town roots on Wednesday night -- and with an introduction from his former high school football team -- he stressed, "Growing up in a small town ... you learn to take care of each other. The family down the road -- they may not think like you do, they may not pray like you do, they may not love like you do, but they're your neighbors."
He added that "Everybody belongs, and everybody has a responsibility to contribute." Stressing the theme of freedom and touting his bona fides as a hunter and gun owner, he wielded his plain spoken rhetoric to denounce the Trump agenda that "no one wants."
It takes extraordinary political skill to introduce yourself and instantaneously create a sense of familiarity. Walz's great talent, in addition to telling off Republicans with a common-sense sound bite ("Mind your own damn business!"), is convincing voters that they can relate to him and that he, in turn, is one of them.
With his Midwestern "Dad" aura, Walz implicitly tells voters, regardless of political affiliation, that he and, by implication, they have a lot in common with Vice President Kamala Harris, another middle-class kid. But he also fortifies the ticket with a high level of empathy, good humor, sound judgment and plain-spokenness. His pep speech to the Aliquippa High School football team went viral. He is a regular guy in a party that has had trouble attracting male voters and too often gets painted as insufficiently grounded in the heartland.
Beyond Walz, many other Democratic National Convention speakers (and videos) have featured Harris's tough-on-crime stance and background as a prosecutor, even creating a mock opening of "Law & Order" featuring the prosecutor and the criminal. ("In the American justice system, ordinary people have managed to find him accountable time and time again," the narrator intoned. "For the first time in history, we have a convicted felon running for President. And to take on this case, we need a President who has spent her life prosecuting perpetrators like Donald Trump.")
Numerous speakers, including lawyer and second gentleman Doug Emhoff, stressed Harris's credentials as a prosecutor who took on violent criminals. "Getting justice for others isn't a power trip for her, it's a sacred calling," declared Angela Alsobrooks, a Democratic candidate for Senate in Maryland. "And hear me, Kamala Harris knows how to keep criminals off the streets. And come November, with your help, she'll keep one out of the Oval Office." Barack Obama also reminded voters, "As a prosecutor, Kamala stood up for children who had been victims of sexual abuse. As attorney general of the most populous state in the country, she fought big banks and for-profit colleges, securing billions of dollars for the people they had scammed." Independents and Republicans worried about crime, or more generally about "soft" Democrats, got powerful reassurance.
On the economy, former CEO of American Express Ken Chenault was there to attest to Harris's sensible stance toward business. "In business, nothing is more important than trust. In America, we have to trust our president will protect democracy," he said. "We have to be certain they'll follow the law and serve the nation, not themselves. Business requires stability and certainty that our democracy will endure." He also assured Americans that Harris "understands that government must work in partnership with the business community" and that she opposes tariffs, which amount to a sizable sales tax on consumers. In other words, independents and Republicans can be assured she is no "socialist," as MAGA troops declare.
Aside from policy reassurance, Democrats also worked on setting up a "permission structure" to allow Republicans to reject their party's nominee. Mesa, Ariz., Mayor John Giles, one of several GOP mayors who endorsed Harris, told the audience, "I feel more at home here than in today's Republican Party." He continued, "Let's put adults in the room that our country deserves."
And in a direct appeal to anti-Trump Republicans, he said, "I have an urgent message for the majority of Americans who, like me, are in the political middle: John McCain's Republican Party is gone and we don't owe a damn thing to what's been left behind." On Wednesday night, other Republicans including Geoff Duncan, former Georgia lieutenant governor, ("If you vote for Harris, you are not a Democrat. You are a patriot") and former aide to vice president Mike Pence, Olivia Troye, echoed the appeal to Republicans.
Likewise, short videos featuring Republicans who said they could no longer support Trump reinforced the message that it is time to put country over party. Ana Navarro, once a Republican media star, filled in with a foreign policy denunciation of Trump, ridiculing his accusation that Harris is some kind of communist. "I fled communism from Nicaragua when I was 8 years old. I don't take it lightly," Navarro declared. "And let me tell you what communist dictators do. And it's never just for one day. They attack the free press. They call them the enemy of the people like Ortega does in Nicaragua." She added, "They put their unqualified relatives in cushy government jobs so they can get rich off their positions like the Castros do in Cuba. And they refuse to accept legitimate elections when they lose and call for violence to stay in power like Maduro is doing right now in Venezuela." She rhetorically asked, "Now you tell me something. Do any of those things sound familiar?"
In sum, for Republicans not caught up in the cult of personality, the DNC has offered reasons for them to feel comfortable with a tough-on-crime Democrat who is no fire-breathing left-winger on economic issues or foreign policy. With the added comfort of  Walz to affirm that Democrats understand them and share values of rural and small-town America, Democrats have made a conscientious effort to reach beyond their base.
In place of MAGA, Republicans could choose the alternative Barack Obama recollected: "As much as any policy or program, I believe that's what we yearn for -- a return to an America where we work together and look out for each other. A restoration of what Lincoln called, on the eve of civil war, 'our bonds of affection.' An America that taps what he called 'the better angels of our nature.'"
Ultimately, it will be up to Harris on Thursday night to present her biography and agenda in a way that both consolidates the Democratic base and reaches beyond it. If Harris does that, she might not only win the election but also help expand the pro-democracy coalition.
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Tim Walz and JD Vance are having the argument that matters
In his convention speech, Tim Walz articulated a view of America sharply contrasting with JD Vance's.
By Matt Bai | 2024-08-22

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz on the third night of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


You can see why Kamala Harris picked Tim Walz as her running mate, and why Democrats have fallen in love with him. The guy delivers a stemwinder in the tradition of the great plains populists, full of passion and humor and plain-spoken defiance.
But let me tell you something: Nobody delivers a speech that good unless he's got a clear intellectual argument behind it and a burning conviction that he's right. And that's why the contrast between Walz and JD Vance might be the most interesting of the campaign.
We've seen Donald Trump meander and contradict his way through endless stretches at a lectern. You'll soon see Harris capably work her way through an amalgamation of platitudes and applause lines.
But in the contrasting rhetoric of Walz and Vance, in particular, we get a much sharper sense of what's really being litigated in this election: two sharply contrasting views of what being American actually means.
The most important passage in Vance's convention speech last month was the one where he described the country as something physical, rather than an abstraction. "America is not just an idea," Vance said. "It is a group of people with a shared history and a common future. It is in short, a nation."
Literally speaking, this is not debatable; America exists, it is a nation and it has a history. But Vance isn't being literal. He is articulating the central idea that animates all forms of nationalism (including the white variety), as well as the Trump movement. He is arguing that there is such thing as a common American culture, with its own language (English), its own religious ethos (Judeo-Christian) and its own concept of family (heterosexual, with naturally conceived children).
Of course there's room for immigration and racial diversity in Vance's worldview; his own wife is of Indian descent. But in his view of America, the outsider becomes American by adopting a set of cultural norms -- living here "on our terms," as he put it in his speech. In this way, he sees America as no different, really, from France or Russia or any other country with common ethnic heritage. The price of admission is cultural conformity.
What Walz articulates -- about as clearly as anyone has in the party since Barack Obama arrived on the scene 20 years ago -- is a competing view that says, no, actually America is very much an idea. Alone among nations, we have from the very start been a collection of immigrants and outsiders, bound together not by any common origin or culture, but rather by a common set of laws and values and institutions -- what Abraham Lincoln called our "political religion." (This is the liberal version of "American Exceptionalism" -- the thing that makes us different from everyplace else.)
In the America Walz described in his convention speech, it doesn't matter what language you speak at home or what god (if any) you worship, or whether you have kids (naturally or otherwise). Because as long as you believe in the American promise of liberty and adhere to its laws, you're just as American as anyone else, and anybody who doesn't like it should "mind their own damn business."
Community, in Walz's telling, isn't defined by somebody's idea of cultural norms, but rather by your connection to your neighbors. If you're willing to help out with a stranded car or a bake sale, then he doesn't care if you're an atheist or a cat-owner (or, God forbid, both).
In a campaign season that may already feel small and shallow, this is a very big disagreement, and I would argue that it's more important than any one policy having to do with the price of groceries or the tax code. It is an argument that will shape the way we govern ourselves for years to come -- whether we conceive of American liberty as something that exists chiefly to protect White, Christian Americans from having their culture trampled, or whether we understand liberty to mean the freedom to choose whatever culture you like, as long as you respect the Constitution while you do it.
I come down firmly on the Harris-Walz side here. My own sense is that historians in the distant future will place the Trump movement among periodic eruptions in our history of the basest kind of nativism -- Know-Nothings, the Immigration Restriction League, the Japanese American internment, Citizens' Councils and the Ku Klux Klan. How significant this eruption will be in that continuum depends, I suppose, on whether Trump is elected a second time.
But I'm glad we have candidates for vice president, if not at the top of the ticket, who are able and willing to engage in that theoretical argument, and I can't wait for their scheduled debate in October. The only thing more depressing to me than arguing about the merits of rising nationalism would be never getting to argue about it at all.
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Jaime Harrison's only-in-America story dispels my cynicism
Harrison, chair of the Democratic National Committee, has come a long way from Orangeburg, S.C. -- his hometown and mine. 
By Eugene Robinson | 2024-08-22

Jaime Harrison, chairman of the Democratic National Committee, speaks on the first day of the Democratic National Convention at the United Center in Chicago on Monday. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 


CHICAGO -- At the United Center on Monday, Jaime Harrison briefly told the story of how "a round-headed boy from South Carolina" came to become chair of the Democratic National Committee. "Folks, only in America," he summarized. For anyone who wants to feel better about this nation, let me elaborate.
Harrison, 48, was born and raised Orangeburg, S.C., which is also my hometown. He told the delegates that he vividly remembers watching television coverage of the 1988 Democratic convention, where the Rev. Jesse Jackson -- who finished second to Michael Dukakis in the race for the party's presidential nomination -- gave a powerful speech. What stuck with the 12-year-old Harrison was not just what Jackson said but who he was.
"A Black man, from South Carolina, raised by a single mother -- that was me," Harrison told the convention delegates. "So ... when our power was cut off, when there was nothing in the fridge, when we lost our home to a con man, I never lost hope."
Harrison explained to me in an interview that he was raised mostly by his grandfather and grandmother, Willie and Jimmie Lou Harrison. Neither had more than an eighth-grade education, but their values were uncompromising and their wisdom ran deep.
His grandparents scraped together the money to buy a mobile home, Harrison told me, "a brand-new double-wide" for which they had to take out a mortgage. The couple didn't have bank accounts, so Harrison's grandfather took cash to the post office every month to buy a money order to make the mortgage payment. He was told to bring the money orders to a man who worked at the business where they bought the mobile home, so that's what he did. But the payments never reached the bank.
They got dunning letters, but the man who took the payments told them they had nothing to worry about. "Finally, we got a knock on the door, and it was the sheriff," Harrison recounted. "He said, 'I'm sorry, Mrs. Harrison, but your mobile home has been foreclosed.' We had to stay with aunts and uncles for months. I was furious. I made a promise that someday I would buy my grandparents a house."
Meanwhile, Harrison was an outstanding student, first at Bennett Middle School and later at Orangeburg-Wilkinson High School. For context, I graduated (quite a few years earlier) from Orangeburg High, which -- before desegregation -- had been the city's Whites-only high school; it was subsequently merged with Wilkinson High, the former Blacks-only school.
Harrison had a chance meeting with his district's congressman, Rep. James E. Clyburn, then in his first term as a Democratic member of the House of Representatives. Somewhat presumptuously, the young Harrison invited Clyburn to come to his high school and preside over his induction into the National Honor Society. Somewhat improbably, given the demands on his time, Clyburn showed up, and thus began a long personal and professional relationship.
Harrison remembers the day he received the letter offering him admission at Yale University -- April 2, 1994. Yale was offering a generous scholarship, but the family would have to contribute $2,500. Neither his mother, Patricia Harrison, nor his grandparents had the money or any way of getting it. Harrison was in a panic. He didn't know where to turn.
In desperation, he called a man named Earl Middleton, who happened to be a dear friend of my family and member of our church. Middleton had graduated from Claflin University, the historically Black college where my mother later worked for many years as head librarian; served during World War II as a Tuskegee Airman; came home and opened a barber shop (he cut my hair when I was a kid); rented another storefront and became an insurance broker; became a real estate broker and developer as well; and somehow also found time to serve a decade in the state legislature as the first Black elected official from Orangeburg County since Reconstruction.
Middleton invited Harrison to his office, puffed on his ever-present cigar as he read the admittance letter from Yale, and gave him not only the $2,500 he needed but also a summer internship.
The door had been opened, just a crack, and Harrison barreled through. He graduated from Yale in political science, then graduated from Georgetown University Law School, then climbed the professional ladder to that stage at the United Center -- where, on Monday, his two sons led the assembled Democratic National Convention delegates in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. "I barely kept it together," he told me. And I understand why.
A footnote: The con man who robbed the Harrisons of their mobile home was never held accountable. But in 2004, after he graduated from law school, Harrison bought his grandparents the house in Orangeburg -- a little yellow one -- that he had promised them.
Much is still unfair about this country. Much work still must be done to fulfill its promise of justice and opportunity for all. But Jaime Harrison's only-in-America story displaces my hard-earned cynicism. It fills me, instead, with hope.
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Justice Gorsuch's book of fish tales
A new book by the Supreme Court conservative begs the question: Does having all the facts matter?
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-08-22

Supreme Court Justice Neil M. Gorsuch promotes his new book at the Richard M. Nixon Presidential Library and Museum in Yorba Linda, Calf., on Aug. 9. (Paul Bersebach/Orange County Register/AP)


Supreme Court Justice Neil M. Gorsuch worries about big government. About agencies that overreach and infringe the rights of unwary and unsophisticated individuals. About using the overwhelming force of criminal law to bludgeon relatively minor wrongdoers. About the federal government supplanting the power of state and local governments that are closer to the needs of their citizens.
These are all serious concerns, and they form the subject of Gorsuch's new book, "Over Ruled: The Human Toll of Too Much Law," written with his former law clerk, Janie Nitze. Gorsuch and Nitze make their case through sympathetic snapshots of citizens pursued by overzealous regulators and prosecutors, while giving short shrift to the ways in which we all benefit from having a clean environment, safe products and a law-abiding citizenry.
My perspective differs. "Over Ruled" overstates the problem with government oversight, whether regulatory or criminal, and undervalues its importance and benefits. But different strokes. My beef in this column is not with Gorsuch's more libertarian worldview. It's with the license he takes in making his case about the "human toll." His book is dedicated to "the men and women whose experiences are recounted in these pages," yet Gorsuch's recitation omits inconvenient facts that undercut his argument.
If "Over Ruled" has a hero and heroine, they are John and Sandra Yates, a Florida couple whose story is threaded through its pages. Chapter 1 opens with the harrowing tale of Sandra Yates doing laundry one morning in 2010 when "seven agents in bulletproof vests, hands primed on holstered guns," approached her Anna Maria Island bungalow.
They were looking for her husband, John, a 58-year-old commercial fisherman "who had worked his way up from deckhand to captain of his own small crew," and who, Gorsuch writes, "was just as confused as [Sandra] was" when federal agents turned up to take him away in handcuffs: "After all, he had a nearly blemish-free record as a fisherman, and he couldn't remember having done anything that might interest the authorities."
Gorsuch goes on to describe what sounds like a classic tale of government gone wild, and maybe it was. In 2007, a state wildlife agent who boarded Yates's boat in the Gulf of Mexico found, in a 2,000-pound catch, 72 undersized red grouper, almost all of them just short of the 20-inch harvesting minimum. A few days later, when Yates's boat returned to dock, the agent found just 69 undersized fish and "grew suspicious that the fish at the dock were not the same fish he had measured at sea," Gorsuch writes.
Nearly three years later, the federal agents -- the state inspector had been cross-deputized as a federal official -- came knocking, even though the minimum harvesting size by the time of Yates's arrest had been reduced to 18 inches, meaning his earlier catch would have been legal.
Yates was charged with violating the Sarbanes-Oxley Act, the federal law passed in the wake of the Enron scandal to go after evidence tampering. The law prohibits destroying documents or any other "tangible object" with the intent to impede or obstruct a federal investigation.
After declining a plea bargain, Yates was convicted and sentenced to 30 days. He had to spend Christmas in prison, away from his grandchildren, and had to wear an ankle monitor upon his release. He lost his house. It took until 2015, but the Supreme Court, dividing 5-4, overturned his conviction, finding that a fish was not a "tangible object" for the purposes of Sarbanes-Oxley.
"How did we get here?" Gorsuch wonders. "How can a fisherman face the possibility of decades in federal prison ... for allegedly throwing fish overboard and not one of the dozens of officials who touches his case says, 'Wait a minute ... '? How can that same fisherman then go on to lose his livelihood -- and lose his case before a jury and then again before an appellate court?"
Sounds outrageous, absolutely. But here's the part Gorsuch left out: When the agents left the boat, according to testimony presented at the trial, Yates told the crew he "wasn't stupid," and if the agents "wanted to make sure that the fish were still there, they should have put a mark on their foreheads." He told a crew member to throw the 72 undersized fish overboard and replace them with larger ones. Then, according to testimony, he told the crew member to lie to law enforcement and say they were the original fish. (Notably, though, the jury acquitted Yates of making false statements to the agent.)
Wow. Maybe Gorsuch didn't know the whole backstory? Reader, he did. The Justice Department provided those facts in its brief to the Supreme Court. You might know that information and still think the government overreached in making a federal case out of this. (Justice Elena Kagan, dissenting in the case, lamented "overcriminalization and excessive punishment in the U.S. Code.") But you might also think that a Supreme Court justice would provide a fuller factual presentation.
This isn't the only such instance in "Over Ruled." Another of the characters whose treatment Gorsuch laments is Aaron Swartz, a computer wunderkind who used the MIT computer system to download an enormous trove of articles from JSTOR, a not-for-profit database of scientific and academic articles for which educational institutions pay substantial sums.
"The motive for Aaron's conduct remains unclear, but many suspected that he intended it as an act of civil disobedience in line with his belief in open access to ideas and information," Gorsuch writes. "Regardless, once caught, he returned the articles to JSTOR and the company considered the matter closed, telling the U.S. attorney's office that it 'preferred that no charges be brought.'"
Swartz's story is tragic. He was charged with multiple federal felonies involving wire fraud and computer fraud, and was facing 35 years in prison. Prosecutors offered a plea bargain but insisted he plea to a felony count and three months in prison. When Swartz refused, they upped the charges and demanded six months. He died by suicide at age 26, before the case went to trial.
Was this a terrible case of prosecutorial overreach? Once again, to read Gorsuch, it sure looks that way. And once again, the Gorsuch recitation minimizes the underlying facts. As University of California at Berkeley law professor Orin Kerr has laid out, Swartz's effort to download the JSTOR database was no one-time lark, but a sustained campaign marked by attempts to avoid detection.
He used a program called keepgrabbing.py to exceed the database limits on downloads. When JSTOR cut him off, he changed his IP address. Then he bought a new laptop to spoof the system and circumvent the ban on his new IP address. He then used a basement server closet at MIT to connect his computer directly to the university network, downloading a major portion -- several million articles -- of the JSTOR database. Entering the closet to swap out storage devices, he put his bicycle helmet in front of his face to hide it from any surveillance. When police tried to stop him for questioning, he ran away.
As with Yates, this is the kind of behavior that understandably gets prosecutors' attention. "Stealing is stealing, whether you use a computer command or a crowbar," then-U. S. Attorney Carmen M. Ortiz said when the indictment was unsealed.
Nitze, Gorsuch's co-author, told me that "as our book makes abundantly clear, our concern isn't with re-litigating whether John threw fish overboard or with rehashing the technical intricacies of how Aaron connected to the MIT network or JSTOR," and "for that reason we didn't delve into many details of their cases, including a wealth of evidence favorable to their defense."
Rather, she said in a statement, "our book raises deeper questions. Even if they did something wrong, did John and Aaron deserve to be labeled federal felons? Spend time in prison? Have their families and livelihoods destroyed? Driven perhaps even to end it all?"
"What do their experiences have to say about the health of our criminal justice system, the rise of plea bargaining, and our aspirations for living under the rule of law?" Nitze added. "And if the core charge here is that we show some sympathy to John and Aaron's plight, so be it."
Maybe prosecutors came down too hard on an idealistic, if misguided, young man. Certainly, the outcome was tragic. In both the Swartz and Yates cases, the underlying facts are complex and murky. But also in both cases, the portrayal of the individuals involved leaves out evidence that would help explain what happened.
To build on the famous words of Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, everyone is entitled to their opinions, but every reader is entitled to a full set of facts.
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Biden's embarrassed silence on Afghanistan
In a Democratic convention speech of more than 5,000 words, the president didn't utter this one: "Afghanistan."
By Charles Lane | 2024-08-22

Members of the Taliban are seen in front of the former U.S. Embassy in Kabul on Aug. 14 as they celebrate the third anniversary of the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan. (Wakil Kohsar/AFP/Getty Images) 


If recent history had followed President Joe Biden's wishes and expectations, he would have addressed the Democratic National Convention on Thursday night as the party's nominee for a rematch against former president Donald Trump. And he would have been able to boast about keeping his 2020 campaign promise to get U.S. troops out of Afghanistan.
The U.S. withdrawal in August 2021 stemmed from Biden's strong belief that the "forever war" had grown unsustainably costly and that voters would reward a president who ended it. He had agitated for a pullout as vice president under Barack Obama; and, as president, Biden rejected top advisers' recommendation to keep a small stabilizing force in the country. When doubters raised the specter of a chaotic Kabul bug-out, a la Saigon in 1975, Biden responded that the chances were, "None whatsoever. Zero."
As it happened, the U.S. exit became a debacle, with 13 American service personnel and more than 200 Afghans killed. Biden's approval rating plunged in the polls and never recovered. Age-related stumbles in the June 27 debate against Trump precipitated Biden's ouster from the 2024 Democratic ticket, in favor of Vice President Kamala Harris; but his political decay started to set in three years ago this month.
And, so, Biden found himself giving a valedictory address on Monday night in Chicago; it ran to 5,000-plus words, but not one of them was "Afghanistan." For the president, and his party, this is a sore subject about which the less said, the better. Rarely has a president so badly misjudged the consequences, substantive and political, of a foreign policy decision.
This is especially true given what has happened in that country since the United States left and the hard-line Islamist Taliban movement toppled a U.S.-backed regime.
Under their supreme leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada, a shadowy, unelected figure seldom seen in public, the Taliban has extinguished nearly all opposition and reverted to the harsh practices of its previous stint in power, which ended in 2001 when U.S. troops ousted them for harboring al-Qaeda terrorists.
Executions in stadiums have resumed. In February, officials let relatives of two murder victims fatally shoot the alleged perpetrators as thousands watched, according to the Associated Press. Public floggings and the stoning of accused adulterers are also back: In May 2023, an official of the Taliban-controlled Supreme Court reported that it had approved 37 stonings, in addition to 175 other corporal punishments.
The Taliban's rule is cruelest for women. "You may call it a violation of women's rights when we publicly stone them or flog them for committing adultery because they conflict with your democratic principles," Akhundzada said on March 24, in a rare audio statement on government media. "I represent Allah and you represent Satan." He added, "The Taliban's work did not end with the takeover of Kabul, it has only just begun."
The Taliban has barred most girls over the age of 12 from schools and universities, excluded women from public parks, forbidden them to take long-distance trips without a male guardian and required them to wear the head-to-toe burqa covering. Unsurprisingly, Afghan women are fleeing in increasing numbers but often cannot find refuge in neighboring countries.
According to a recent report from a United Nations special rapporteur for Afghanistan: "The system of discrimination, segregation, disrespect for human dignity and exclusion institutionalized by the Taliban is motivated by and results in a profound rejection of the full humanity of women and girls."
On Wednesday, the Taliban banned the rapporteur, Richard Bennett, from the country. This defiant move followed a statement from another Afghan official, at a U.N.-sponsored conference in June, who told the United States and other Western countries to stop pressuring the Taliban about "internal matters." The Taliban's self-confidence was on display on Aug. 15, the anniversary of Kabul's fall, when they staged a huge parade of captured U.S. military vehicles at Bagram Air Base, the former U.S. headquarters.
Of course, Republicans can't stop saying "Afghanistan." The chaos of August 2021, which Trump called "the worst humiliation in the history of our country," was a theme of the party's convention last month in Milwaukee, though the GOP emphasized the 13 U.S. service members killed, not the Taliban's horrific rule. This is hypocritical: Trump himself was pursuing a negotiated exit with the Taliban, and there is no guarantee his version would have gone any smoother -- despite his claims to the contrary. The GOP is on firmer ground, though, when it argues the U.S. abandonment of Kabul might have emboldened Russia to move against Ukraine.
Though the Taliban likes to show off captured U.S. weaponry, so far, the Afghanistan-based terrorists have not attacked the United States (though wanted terrorist Sirajuddin Haqqani serves as the regime's interior minister). Preventing that was the main objective of the U.S. intervention, as Biden says. There had to be some limits on how much time and money Washington would pour into Afghanistan; remaking it in America's liberal, democratic image would have been the work of generations.
For now, the U.S. and other Western countries are refusing to recognize or aid Afghanistan unless the Taliban respects women's rights. Yet as the Taliban entrenches its rule, the question of whether Biden could have done anything differently haunts his presidential legacy. "You've heard me say it before, we're facing an inflection point, one of those rare moments in history when the decisions we make now will determine the fate of our nation and the world for decades to come," Biden said on Monday night. That includes his decision to leave Afghanistan.
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Harris should go full wonk on crime
Rural voters want better answers to crime than overcrowded jails.
By James Forman Jr., Maria Hawilo | 2024-08-22

Vice President Kamala Harris, center, convenes state legislative leaders from Indiana, Florida, South Dakota, Nebraska and Montana who are fighting on the front lines to protect reproductive rights in D.C. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


James Forman Jr. teaches at Yale Law School. Maria Hawilo teaches at Loyola University of Chicago Law School. They are the editors, along with Premal Dharia, of "Dismantling Mass Incarceration: A Handbook for Change."
In the weeks since she launched her presidential campaign, Kamala Harris has outlined her agenda in a series of stump speeches. Promising that "we are not going back," she has railed against inequities in voting rights, health care, worker's rights and reproductive liberty.
One topic is notably absent from Harris's speeches: criminal justice reform. When Harris mentions the criminal justice system, it is related to her tough-on-crime bona fides. The vice president and her allies have focused on her history of standing up to criminals and abusers like Donald Trump.
We understand that choice. Democrats, historically vulnerable on crime and safety, struggled to find a compelling criminal justice message during the covid-19 crime spike. In recent years, some progressive prosecutors have faced backlash and recall elections. Cities that decriminalized drug offenses faced a push to restore criminal penalties. Today, even as crime declines, many voters think it is rising.
But Harris and other Democrats should pause before assuming that winning elections requires them to abandon meaningful criminal justice reform.
Many of the voters Harris needs -- especially younger ones -- see mass incarceration as the defining racial justice and civil rights issue of our time. We teach at law schools, and we see students like these every day. When they told us -- and boy, did they tell us -- that President Joe Biden didn't inspire them, one of the issues they cited most often was criminal justice.
Beyond politics, justice reform is the right thing to do. Although the marches that followed the murder of George Floyd in 2020 have diminished, the issues that sent so many to the streets haven't gone away. So, is it possible to thread the needle? Can Harris speak to voters worried about crime and those concerned about over-punishment at the same time? We think so.
The key is to focus on policies that resist mass incarceration and reduce crime at the same time.
There are many policies for Harris to choose from. She could expand federal funding for education in prisons because people who take classes while in prison are 43 percent less likely to be reincarcerated and are 13 percent more likely to find jobs. She could work to roll back the thousands of regulations -- often called "collateral consequences" -- that trail people with a criminal conviction for decades after they've served their sentences, keeping them from working, finding a home and voting. Often justified as promoting community safety, the truth is just the opposite. Making it harder for people to work or find a place to live makes it more likely they'll be forced into crime.
Perhaps the most promising reform for Harris to support would be the nationwide expansion of trained, unarmed civilians to respond to calls that don't require a police officer. The movement to develop alternative responders has exploded in the past few years. Today, more than 100 communities have developed civilian teams to respond to mental health, addiction and homelessness.
Although most of these programs are so new that they haven't been rigorously evaluated, early returns are promising. In Denver, neighborhoods with an alternative response team saw a 34 percent drop in low-level crimes compared with those without the teams. Moreover, communities with these teams saw an increase in the number of civilian calls for help, an important indicator demonstrating that people back the new approach.
Though these are good reasons to support this initiative, there is another that should draw important support for Harris: The places that most need alternative responders aren't big cities where Democrats already tend to do well electorally. They are small towns and rural communities, many of them majority-White, and more than a few in crucial swing states such as Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin. This gives Harris -- and the Democratic Party more generally -- an opportunity to craft an anti-mass incarceration message focused on rural America.
Imagine Harris on the stump in Newaygo County, Mich., a rural community that has experienced a 42 percent increase in its jail population from 2010 to 2019 and a similar increase in its prison population, telling the audience this: "People want you to believe that mass incarceration is an issue only in Detroit. They want you to believe it's not a problem in communities like yours. But they're wrong. Did you know that in the past decade, jail populations have declined in big cities but have risen in rural counties like this one? Did you know how much of the growth is being driven by women, whose incarceration rates have increased about 600 percent in the past 40 years? Did you know 1 in 4 of those women is locked up for a drug offense?"
Harris could then outline this plan: develop civilian crisis teams that could better meet the addiction and mental health needs driving much of the rural incarceration growth. Although 70 percent of big cities have an alternative responder program, they are mostly absent in Appalachia and other rural communities. Instead of treatment and care, those places have jails and prisons.
In making her case, we encourage Harris to go big: call for a massive, decades-long, generously funded investment in alternative response programs. Too often, alternatives to the criminal justice system are forced to rely on shoestring budgets and short-term funding. As criminologist Patrick Sharkey argues, alternatives to the police "should not be expected to be as effective as police departments without the same resources."
Polling shows that solutions such as these can draw wide support. For example, 66 percent of 18- to 34-year-olds are more likely to back campaigns that focus on crime prevention rather than those that focus on "tough-on-crime" strategies. The upsurge in enthusiasm since Harris's presidential campaign launched shows that these young voters are open to her.
And it's not just young voters. In a recent poll, 78 percent of all likely voters support reducing jail and prison populations, with particularly strong support among Democrats and Black voters.
Harris has an opportunity to help the nation begin to see the ways in which mass incarceration harms everybody, including communities that up until now might have thought themselves immune. If she succeeds, in a list of firsts, Harris could add one more: our first anti-mass incarceration president.
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An eerie quiet as Biden races to silence the guns in Gaza
A cease-fire deal is tantalizingly close, but negotiations are stalled.
By David Ignatius | 2024-08-22

An Israeli military vehicle near the Israel-Gaza border on Wednesday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


In the Middle East, the silence is deafening. A Gaza cease-fire deal is tantalizingly close, but negotiations are stalled. The risk of a devastating war between Israel and Iran has lessened, but the guns are still locked and loaded.
It's an anxious, agonizing moment -- balanced between a breakthrough toward peace and a new plunge toward catastrophe. It's eerie: Everywhere you look, you see dogs that aren't barking.
In this fog of negotiation, what's really going on? Answering that question is always risky in the Middle East, but I can share what I'm hearing from U.S. and Israeli officials who are closely monitoring the crisis. They describe a basket of diplomatic and military issues that are still unresolved -- and the challenges for President Joe Biden and his team over the next week.
The first big problem, officials say, is that Hamas has been silent on the "bridging proposal" that U.S. mediators crafted to resolve disagreements over a proposed 45-day cease-fire and release of Israeli hostages. U.S. officials said Wednesday they've been waiting four days for Hamas to answer basic questions, such as the names of the hostages who will be released.
U.S. officials think Hamas leader Yehiya Sinwar, trapped underground in Gaza and running out of ammunition and supplies, favors the deal. In addition to halting Israel's onslaught, it would mean the release of hundreds of Palestinians from Israeli prisons, evacuation of wounded Hamas fighters and blessed relief for Palestinian civilians after 10 months of terrible suffering.
But Hamas seems to be playing a waiting game, probably in the hope that Iran or Hezbollah will attack Israel -- and thereby transform the battlefield. Iran seems likely to disappoint Hamas. U.S. officials believe Iranian leaders have decided to delay taking revenge for the assassination in Tehran of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh late last month.
The good news is that Iran seems to have been deterred by a massive American show of force. The bad news is that Tehran is goading its proxy Hezbollah to attack, U.S. officials fear.
What would Hezbollah do? U.S. officials believe that Hasan Nasrallah, the group's leader, might have stepped back from a plan to fire a barrage of missiles at Tel Aviv, which could have triggered a region-wide catastrophe. But Nasrallah has vowed to avenge the Israeli assassination last month of Fuad Shukr, his top military commander. And he has many Israeli targets to choose from.
The other vexing problem facing U.S. mediators is that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been slow-walking the negotiations. On Wednesday, U.S. officials credited Netanyahu for offering some concessions in a phone call with Biden, including a map showing where Israel proposes to deploy forces in the "Philadelphi Corridor" along the Egypt-Gaza border.
But Netanyahu still talks of an "absolute victory" over Hamas that his military commanders say is unrealistic. And he has been fixated on the corridor, insisting it's not one of the "densely populated" areas of Gaza that Israel agreed to leave. But during a visit to the corridor Wednesday, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant seemed to downplay the threat there. He told Israeli troops that the Rafah Brigade, Hamas's last remaining fighting force in southern Gaza, had been "defeated," according to his spokesman.
The American mediating team has been led by CIA Director William J. Burns and Brett McGurk, the National Security Council's Middle East director. They've worked closely with Egyptian intelligence chief Abbas Kamel and Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, who have been intermediaries with Hamas. The mediators are planning to gather Thursday in Cairo to discuss how to increase pressure on Hamas.
A new twist in the diplomacy is that Mohammed plans to visit Tehran on Monday to meet with Masoud Pezeshkian, Iran's new president. If the Iranians want de-escalation in the region, this is definitely the moment.
Stopping the Gaza nightmare is the biggest challenge facing Biden in his remaining months in office. The pieces are in place. His team has crafted a three-stage peace plan that, if embraced, could begin a real process of reconstruction and recovery in Gaza. He has dispatched a U.S. armada to the region that appears to have deterred Iran. Gallant has told U.S. officials that it was the biggest American military effort to aid Israel since the 1973 Arab-Israeli War.
Now is Biden's moment. He needs to push Israel and Hamas to close the deal. If he succeeds, it would be one of the most significant achievements of his presidency.
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Joe Biden, forgotten but not gone at the DNC
'Dark Brandon' imagery keeps sneaking into Kamala Harris's convention.
By Dana Milbank | 2024-08-22

A portion of a floor pass for the Democratic National Convention with a circle highlighting the detail of aviator-style sunglasses commonly worn by President Joe Biden. (The Washington Post)


At the Democratic National Convention, President Joe Biden is forgotten -- but not gone.
Biden skipped town after delivering his speech on Monday night, and which technically ended Tuesday morning. But remnants of him keep popping up at the United Center in Chicago.
Since Vice President Kamala Harris replaced Biden as the party's candidate just a few short weeks ago, organizers raced to remove all things Biden 2024 and replace them with Harris 2024. Mostly, they succeeded. The concession booths offer "Kamala Harris for President," "Harris!" and "Kamala" T-shirts, though none that mention Tim Walz, who apparently landed on the ticket too late to be included in the merch order.
Other things couldn't be updated so quickly. The delegates voted Monday night to approve the party's 2024 platform, which makes repeated references to Biden's "second term." The platform committee approved the document before Biden withdrew his candidacy, so it was too late to make revisions.
The concession stands sell orange bucket hats for $35 featuring prints of a donkey wearing aviator sunglasses and T-shirts showing the last four Democratic presidents, from Biden to Carter, all donning the current president's favorite Ray-Ban sunglasses. (These are selling at a $5 discount from the Harris shirts.)
Apparently, the admission credentials were also printed before Biden dropped out of the race. Monday night's entrance pass to the hall has, as a security feature, a transparent circle with an image of the sitting president's favorite treat: an ice cream cone. Thursday night's pass features a transparent circle with Biden's Ray-Bans.
"I love my job, but I love my country more," Biden said during his speech Monday. And to show that love, he's left us his shades.
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Michelle Obama's speech was hope, served up hot
From the moment she walked onstage, I sensed we were going to see something electric. No demure dress, no bossy power suit or pearls. 
By Michele  Norris | 2024-08-22

Former first lady Michelle Obama takes the stage on day two of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Tuesday. (Brendan Mcdermid/Reuters) 


She never wanted to go into politics. She was pulled into it by her husband's ambitions, and yet Michelle Obama proved Tuesday night that she is the conscience of the Democratic Party -- and perhaps our nation -- when it comes to matters of identity and civility. She had come back to her hometown of Chicago just weeks after memorializing her mother on the south side of that city. Despite the difficulty of returning to the place of a loss that still must sting, she delivered a speech for the ages.
Obama will forever be associated with saying, "When they go low, we go high," her mantra for how to respond to bullies such as Donald Trump. But she made clear that this is a new day that requires a new game plan. To be clear, I'm not saying she went low. That is never her style. But she definitely went to new places by allowing herself to reveal more than a hint of constructive anger  -- an option that was not available to her in all her years as first lady.
Any hint of anger then would have provoked ugly "angry Black woman" attacks. But she has freed herself to say what is on her mind now because she has earned not just popularity but also the trust to let loose.
"For years, Donald Trump did everything in his power to make people fear us," she said. "See, his limited, narrow view of the world made him feel threatened by the existence of two hardworking, highly educated, successful people who happened to be Black." The United Center was already aflame with applause and shouts when she raised a well-manicured finger and slightly cocked her head to ask a question that might as well have been a dart. "Who's gonna tell him that the job he is currently seeking might just be one of those 'Black jobs'?"
The kids might call that a clapback. But giving someone a taste of their own medicine is not going low. It's speaking truth to a man who wants to hold on to power by using racial grievance to fuel his ambitions.
She is a friend, and I have watched her evolution as a speaker and a sage with pride. From the moment she walked onstage, I sensed we were going to see something electric. No demure dress, no bossy power suit or pearls. Instead, she walked out dressed like a stylish ninja. Blue-black pants. Sleeveless jacket with crossing lapels that to my eye evoked the crossed-arm Wakanda forever salute. She is married to one of the best orators of our generation, yet does not make herself small to accommodate his position. Everyone could see that when former president Barack Obama walked onstage at the end of her speech that he knew she had just raised the bar, and he was fine with that.
At this point, she knows about convention speeches. You have to light the room on fire. You have to both activate the audience in the hall and get the folks at home off their sofas and engaged in an election that is weeks away. You have to deliver lines that are so incandescent that they live on like the trails from shooting stars. And you have to use your own life story in the service of elevating the candidate who is actually on the ballot.
And this is where her convention rhetoric over the years has served as a kind of compass for her party as it searches for a narrative that feels close to the ground.
Back in 2008, when she talked about how she and her brother, Craig, shared a room in their small home with a curtain hanging between their beds for privacy, she gave voters an image that was both comforting and familiar. Yeah, she and her husband were Ivy League lawyers, but at heart they were working-class kids.
She used a similar approach when she noted that Kamala Harris did not come from a world of privilege, saying, "she understands that most of us will never be afforded the grace of failing forward," Obama continued, "We will never benefit from the affirmative action of generational wealth. If we bankrupt a business or choke in a crisis, we don't get a second or third chance or fourth chance. If things don't go our way, we don't have the luxury of whining or cheating others to get further ahead. No. We don't get to change the rules so we always win. If we see a mountain in front of us, we don't expect there to be an escalator waiting to take us to the top. We put our heads down. We get to work."
Do you see what she did there? She contrasted Martin Luther King Jr.'s soaring mountaintop rhetoric with the ridiculous pageantry of Trump's descent on his golden escalator. And she talked about the fast-track benefits that some Americans enjoy from birth without uttering the phrase "White privilege" -- two words that make so many people feel hinky.
Her speech will be studied for years because it works on many levels. The rhetoric and body language were culturally specific yet broadly relatable. The full-throated defense of a Black woman candidate without shying away from the matters of race and class and misogyny that will be used to clutter her path. The reminder that "no one has a monopoly on what it means to be American" and the stirring call for people to remember those who came before them: "Let us not squander the sacrifices our elders made." That line paid homage to her mother's generation, people who grew up in an America where millions had to fight for the privilege to participate in democracy.
She urged Democrats to avoid what she called the "Goldilocks complex" by indulging anxieties about whether this country is ready to elect someone like Harris and instead do "everything we can to get someone like Kamala elected." Politicians are people, she said, and they aren't perfect.
One phrase near the end of her speech was particularly compelling because of its simplicity: "Michelle Obama is asking ... no, I'm telling y'all to do something."
She didn't say vote. She said "do something," reminding us that voting is only one part of the equation and anyone can play a role by countering lies, making phone calls, getting people to the polls or driving up enthusiasm.
It was bracing, honest, hopeful. Yes, hope is making a comeback -- and on Tuesday night, it was served up hot.
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How government can cut kids' social media use without doing more harm
Many policies meant to protect kids online would hurt more than they help.
By Editorial Board | 2024-08-22

Former president Barack Obama delivers the keynote speech during the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


"We chase the approval of strangers on our phones," Barack Obama said at the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday. "We build all manner of walls and fences around ourselves and then wonder why we feel so alone." As the former president spoke, countless convention delegates held up their devices, taking photos to share with friends -- or, perhaps, those strangers on social media.
The scene (not to mention the paradox of delivering such a message amid the meme-fueled Harris campaign) underscored that platforms such as Instagram and TikTok are core to many people's lives, no matter how guilty or conflicted Americans feel about using them. The impulse to prevent another generation from getting so attached is reasonable, and it's easy to understand why legislators and other government officials have proposed a range of policy responses to parental worries about the sheer quantity of time kids spend on these apps.
But they should proceed carefully. Overcorrecting, and denying kids access to meaningful digital social interaction as a result, wouldn't be healthy, either.
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy wants warning labels on everyone's favorite apps. Schools, including the 500,000-student Los Angeles public school system, have banned cellphones during the day. Some states want to go further, banning minors from using apps such as Instagram and TikTok -- or at least require parental consent to use them. Congress is considering a bill that would penalize companies that don't take "reasonable" measures to mitigate certain harms.
The catch is that researchers don't know precisely what kind of content is harmful to which kind of kids, and people should not want platforms to censor young people's speech or access to it. Clearer, however, is that sites are engineered to keep tweens, teens and adults, too, clicking at all hours, with features such as infinite scroll, autoplay and nonstop notifications drawing them in and keeping them staring. Legislators ought to devote their efforts to curbing these addictive tactics. Going beyond that, into content control, risks damaging the same young people these lawmakers are trying to protect.
Banning cellphones during the school day is an easy call: The foreseeable result is students focusing more on learning in the classroom and on in-person interactions in hallways. Banning social media for minors who fail to obtain explicit parental consent -- as lawmakers in states such as Utah, Florida and Arkansas have sought to do -- is a more dubious proposition. Some online experiences benefit young people, allowing them to express themselves in new ways or form connections with new people. These sites can serve as a source of comfort for LGBTQ+ kids lacking supportive home environments in particular.
Rules that require platforms to verify age -- as those state social media bans explicitly did, and as other regulations requiring special protections for children often do in practice -- come with real trade-offs. Driver's license and Social Security numbers can be vulnerable to hacking. The same goes for biometric tools, such as face scans.
Lawmakers targeting social media's demonstrable ills rather than social media in general are on the right track. But even this is more complicated than it might sound. Take the Kids Online Safety Act, recently passed by the Senate and now on hold in the House. The proposal establishes a "duty of care" for companies not to expose young people to harms including sexual exploitation, drug promotion, bullying and disordered eating. Though the bill's authors say they're targeting the way platforms are designed, going after certain types of content at all could still open the door to politically motivated enforcement -- say, if conservatives exploit the legislation to restrict posts about gender identity or progressives to suppress right-of-center opinions by labeling them as dangerous hate speech.
Policymakers should home in on how platforms are built, and only how they're built: the little tricks woven into them that make them so irresistible to consumers of every age -- but to younger users, whose impulse control is yet to  develop fully, most of all. These range from features that extend the time kids spend online, such as autoplay or infinite scroll, to "dark patterns" that deliberately mislead internet-goers into making poor choices (for example, a countdown clock on a purchase when the numbers ticking down are irrelevant to the sale). The best portion of KOSA takes aim at these very tactics.
The science on whether social media is to blame for the crisis in youth well-being remains open to interpretation and debate. But it's clear that some categories of smartphone use are harmful to some categories of teens and tweens. And screen time supplants activities known to be beneficial -- such as spending time outside, or reading and playing with family and friends. The most prudent route to addressing the internet's ills might also end up being the most effective: Give young people fewer reasons to stare at their screens so they have more time to touch grass.
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It was Doug's party for a minute. Then the Obamas took the stage.
Plus: Democratic conformity. Underwhelming protests. A fact-checking farce.
By Drew Goins | 2024-08-21
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Doug Emhoff, Vice President Kamala Harris's husband, speaks at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Tuesday. (Caroline Brehman/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


If you asked me which single person best explains Democrats' monolithic backing of their nominee, Kamala Harris, I would probably say Nancy Pelosi.
Jason Willick's somewhat headier answer is Alexis de Tocqueville.
Jason, an outsider dizzied by the Democrats' lockstep insistence that Joe Biden "passed the torch" willingly and that Harris is the perfect candidate, past doubts be damned, dives into the writing of the 19th-century political theorist to figure out what's up.
Pulling enough quotes to fill an AP U.S. History paper, Jason concludes that "controlling political thought can be ugly, and its results surreal -- but Tocqueville saw that monopolizing opinion was inseparable from mass democracy."
Democrats understand that idea much more than Republicans do and have wielded conformity as a powerful weapon; Jason just warns them to remember that it's double-edged, because a democratic majority is a fickle thing.
(For more on Democrats' unitary energy, listen to our columnists in Chicago on the latest "Impromptu" podcast. They discuss how everyone is on the same page -- and how, interestingly, that page doesn't dwell on Harris being a woman.)
After Tuesday night at the Democratic National Convention, the party's real secret weapon might be Doug Emhoff, the vice president's husband.
"American men need to see Harris through her husband's adoring eyes, without dismissing Emhoff as the kind of obsequious male figure they don't really trust," Matt Bai wrote in pre-speech expectations for the second gentleman. Based on the in-person and online responses to Emhoff's remarks, he achieved just that.
But at the end of the day, Doug (or "Dooouuug"), it's still Barack Obama's party.
The former president isn't necessarily pulling strings or anything -- see above: Pelosi has that covered! -- but Jim Geraghty writes that Obama's rapturous reception in Chicago shows that "clearly he is still the center of gravity." (I think a convincing case can be made for a binary star system, too, featuring the equally applauded Michelle Obama.)
Regardless, the fact that Obama remains the ideal template for a Democratic nominee bodes pretty well for another charismatic former senator and child of immigrants.
Chaser: Two takes on Harris's affordable housing plan -- one that it couldn't work, from Megan McArdle; and one that it really could, from housing economists Jim Parrott and Mark Zandi.




From Gene Robinson's and Dana Milbank's columns on the fizzling of planned demonstrations, which organizers estimated would draw as many as 40,000 people.
In his column, Dana writes that the low turnout revealed the promised groundswell to be a farce: "These are the usual suspects, the sort of far-left groups that have been protesting at Democratic conventions for years on an ever-shifting list of grievances. They were never going to vote Democratic, if they vote at all."
Still, Gene says the party must continue tending carefully to the issue: "Democrats are not going to be given any sort of free pass on Gaza," especially as students return to college campuses primed for protest and peace remains far off.
Already, though, Democrats are doing better than before on acknowledging Gazans' suffering and the need for a cease-fire, with a fiery call from Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez during her convention speech and even an acknowledgment of Israeli wrongdoing during Biden's.
Chaser: Agam Goldstein-Almog was one of those taken hostage by Hamas on Oct. 7. It wasn't long after she was freed that she felt trapped again -- this time by an online onslaught of hate.
One's heart must go out at least a little bit to fact-checkers, with whom it seems no one is ever totally happy. Thank God the profession wasn't around back when they might face the rage of, say, Cato the Elder -- can you imagine?
Actually, Alexandra Petri can, picturing how some critical bits of historical oratory might have held up to the most pedantic fact-checking. For example:
"One small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind." -- Neil Armstrong, walking on the moon
Check: This is not correct; one man has taken a small step, but mankind has remained in its original position. A global leap would have been noticed!
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
"Poetic license
Should allow a little leeway"
Check: Wrong syllables
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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What Kamala Harris should do to help struggling Americans
Price controls won't help. But targeting housing and paid leave might.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-08-21

A Dollar General store in Snow Hill, Md., on April 2. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post) 


Regarding Catherine Rampell's Aug. 16 op-ed, "Shopping for bad policy? Try grocery price controls":
Ms. Rampell criticizes Vice President Kamala Harris for proposing a federal law barring price gouging, complaining that such an agenda can accurately be labeled "price controls." But Ms. Harris's proposal calls only for penalizing "opportunistic companies that exploit crises and break the rules." Many states already do something similar, including Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and Texas. Surely those states, which purport to be bastions of the free market, are not mandating price controls.
Jeff Sovern, Baltimore
The writer is the Michael Millemann Professor of Consumer Protection Law at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law.
Harry S. Truman imposed wage and price controls because he felt they "preserved a large measure of general economic stability during a period in which explosive forces would otherwise have produced economic disaster" as the American economy adjusted to the end of World War II; sometimes such government interventions are necessary. Richard M. Nixon imposed wage and price controls because of runaway inflation. Would Catherine Rampell label Nixon a communist?
Clearly, controls are needed in many instances today. Apologists for corporate price gouging like to blame inflation, but in today's world it is often just plain greed. Ms. Rampell wants a definition? Here's one: Price gouging is when a company's chief executive officer is paid tens, sometimes hundreds, of millions of dollars in annual compensation; shareholders are awarded billions of dollars in dividends and other rewards; and the company buys back tens of billions of dollars annually of their own stock to enrich executives and shareholders. Those companies also move manufacturing operations and headquarters overseas to avoid taxes and payroll costs, accept government assistance to finance their operations during recessions and pandemics, and regularly increase the prices of their products to unreasonable levels to fund executives' personal wealth-building activities. Examples of greedy corporations include General Mills (check the size of your Cheerios box), John Deere, the major U.S. airlines and Apple, just to name a few in a long, long list.
Once prices and executive compensation are under control, restoring ethics in government and the courts, reforming campaign finance, stopping the flow of money from lobbyists, and curbing the erosion of much-needed regulations would help get us back on track.
Robert McGary, Glen Allen, Va.
Although I have every intention of voting for the Harris-Walz ticket in November, Catherine Rampell is absolutely correct in identifying price controls as bad policy. Kamala Harris should immediately back off this proposal.
First, as Ms. Rampell points out, price-fixing is already illegal. Second, it's worth remembering what happened with Richard M. Nixon's 1971 imposition of wage and price controls: They didn't work to control inflation. Third, Ms. Harris would reinforce the notion that she is a far-left socialist. This has been a regular feature of Republican attacks on Democratic presidential candidates for as long as I can remember. Their answer, of course, is the bad, if not worse, outcomes delivered by trickle-down economics.
What can be done? President Joe Biden's economic policies have significantly reduced the rate of inflation. Any major deviations from those policies would be a mistake. Yes, grocery prices remain too high. But Ms. Harris should pledge to continue one of Mr. Biden's efforts in particular.
In May, Mr. Biden called on chains such as Walmart and Target to reduce prices on household goods. Yes, corporate greed feels out of control, especially as expressed through compensation paid to corporate executives. But a number of retailers responded, both to the president's call and to signs that their own consumers were feeling pinched. Maybe, just maybe, if Ms. Harris were to appeal to grocery chains for continued price reductions on critical needs, the better angels that I believe still exist among the corporate world will do what is best for ordinary, hard-working families by making small sacrifices for the good of the country.
Robert J. Fontaine, Silver Spring
I have long read and admired Catherine Rampell's columns in The Post. I think she is correct in challenging the Harris-Walz proposals for additional measures to reduce and subsidize costs for housing, groceries, etc. These proposals would be very difficult to implement and would have unpredictable costs.
Financial help to families should be focused on children, not on manipulating the housing and grocery markets. Children who grow up in poverty are less likely to be productive adults. All children are part of our national future. Use tax credits and maybe even direct subsidies, but keep it simple.
We already have laws and rules on cartel-type price-fixing. Just enforce the existing tools.
One new initiative I do support is simplifying the balkanized rules and standards that truly burden construction of all kinds -- public and private. We probably need national building standards instead of myriad local ones that are too often used to protect special classes of workers and businesses. Another problem is interminable lawsuits predicated on NIMBY concerns rather than real environmental risks.
John Hansman, Bethesda
I'm writing to add another voice in support of the ideas expressed in Catherine Rampell's Aug. 9 op-ed, "Make America Minnesota Already," and to offer additional fiscal evidence in support of one policy in particular: paid family and medical leave.
Minnesota is one of 13 U.S. states plus the District of Columbia to have passed a statewide paid family and medical leave program. Although Minnesota and three other states (Maryland, Maine and Delaware) are in the process of implementing new programs that will begin delivering benefits in 2026, there is plenty of evidence from other states' programs to support paid leave's economic value -- and to support adopting a national paid leave plan, which both Vice President Kamala Harris and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz have prioritized.
Long-term evidence from California's 20-year-old program, New Jersey's 15-year-old program and newer programs shows that paid leave has boosted labor force participation for new mothers and for women caring for a spouse or parent, boosted earnings for new mothers, and reduced nursing home utilization, with cost savings for both public and private health programs. Paid leave is also associated with better physical and mental health for children and adults, which can affect health systems' costs as well as worker productivity. Research also shows cost savings and value for businesses in states that have adopted paid family leave programs, with reported improvements in morale and retention.
Analysis of the national paid leave policy included in the Biden-Harris American Families Plan (which was later rolled into the Build Back Better Act in 2021) conducted by the University of Massachusetts at Amherst suggested that the policy was projected to increase household income nationally by $28.5 billion, shared among households that directly benefit from the wage replacement that paid leave provides and other workers whose employment results from increased consumer spending on goods and services.
According to the Labor Department, the U.S. economy would gain an estimated $775 billion per year if we instituted national policies that would help bring women's labor force participation rates up to those of Canada and Germany, two of our global peers. Instituting family-supportive policies, including paid family and medical leave, is smart economic policy. If that makes the country more like Minnesota, we'll all be much better off as a result.
Vicki Shabo, Washington
The writer is a senior fellow for gender equity, paid leave, and care policy and strategy at the Better Life Lab at New America.
I'm glad to see readers debating the history of price controls in the United States. The past has a lot to tell us about how Vice President Kamala Harris's proposal might play out.
No one today is proposing the sort of wage controls Harry S. Truman and Richard M. Nixon implemented along with price controls. But given the role wages play in prices, imposing both would at least be a more consistent effort to keep inflation under control and reduce shortages.
Even Nixon's price controls failed to curb inflation, while also creating new problems. A massive bureaucracy faced the impossible task of tracking prices nationwide. "Ranchers stopped shipping their cattle to the market, farmers drowned their chickens, and consumers emptied the shelves of supermarkets," Daniel Yergin and Joseph Stanislaw wrote in "The Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy."
Ms. Harris's proposal, which is likely to be based on a bill she co-sponsored in 2020, appears to be closer to Nixon-era policy than to the rarely-enforced bans on price gouging in disasters that Mr. Sovern rightly pointed out are on some states' books. Among other things, the bill would let the Federal Trade Commission declare prices "grossly excessive" in any "atypical disruption" of a market by, say, bird flu or a sudden surge in demand because a product went viral on TikTok. How much higher would prices be allowed to climb under these circumstances? Unclear. This points to the difficulty of defining (and banning) what "price gouging" actually is.
This is why I appreciate Ms. Shabo's support for the "Make America Minnesota Already" agenda, which includes paid leave, free school lunches and expanded health coverage for kids. If I were running the Harris campaign, her economic agenda rollout would have begun with those ideas. Like the "price gouging" proposal, they're also extremely popular. Unlike the price gouging stuff, though, they're focused on the future -- and grounded in evidence.
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Where are D.C.'s government watchdogs? 
 We know unscrupulous opportunists lurk. We need leaders committed to making sure they can't defraud the public. 
By Colbert King | 2024-08-21

D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) during a Nov. 18 ceremony renaming Good Hope Avenue to Marion Barry Avenue. (Robb Hill/for The Washington Post)


Federal allegations that D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) accepted bribes reveal a homegrown D.C. problem: namely, people in public service who commit fraud against the city for whom they are paid to work. Whether federal charges against White hold up in court remains to be seen. But we already know that unscrupulous opportunists exist within the D.C. government.
And in my view, they are aided by D.C. executive and legislative leaders who seem too occupied with trivialities and self-aggrandizing to provide effective oversight of this city's bureaucratic havens.
Consider the case of Bridgette Crowell, scheduled to go before U.S. District Court Judge Tanya S. Chutkan for sentencing on Sept. 6. (Yes, this is the same federal judge who is presiding over former president Donald Trump's criminal trial regarding his efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 election.)
What brings Crowell, the D.C. government and Chutkan together?
Crowell managed government contracts at the D.C. Office of Contracting and Procurement (OCP). Before that, she was a contract administrator with the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). On June 6, she pleaded guilty to fraudulent schemes in which she reaped benefits (to wit: as much as $10,000 cash per month, a car and help with closing costs for a new home) by steering lucrative government contracts to the private companies of two alleged co-conspirators.
According to the D.C. U.S. attorney's office, Crowell was at WMATA when she met Obinna Ogbu, a WMATA worker, and Ifediora Oli, who worked at the Agriculture Department. Oli also was principal officer of the Highbury Global Group. That's when Crowell learned that Ogbu had used his position at WMATA to steer contracting business to Highbury Global, the U.S. attorney said. Crowell managed the award process for WMATA contracts under which Ogbu steered business to Highbury. Crowell, the government alleged, did not disclose to anyone at WMATA that Ogbu was working on and steering business to Oli and his company.
After joining OCP in 2019, Crowell agreed to steer D.C. government contracts to Highbury Global and another entity created by Ogbu, the Nupath Company, in exchange for things of value.
How was it done?
According to the D.C. U.S. attorney, Crowell alerted the two men to upcoming D.C. solicitations. She provided them with nonpublic information about the solicitations, including pricing information. She took steps to hide her ties to the companies, including falsifying ethics disclosure forms and providing false and misleading certifications in bid submission assurance forms. And she lied to the FBI. All which Crowell admitted in her guilty plea.
Crowell's misconduct led to Highbury Global and Nupath gaining contracts from the D.C. government for services with the D.C. police and the D.C. Department of Forensic Sciences.
Ogbu has pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit wire and honest services fraud in the scheme. As part of his plea, he admitted "his misconduct began in 2018 and ultimately resulted in Highbury and Nupath receiving roughly $2 million in funds originating from WMATA and District contracts," according to a release from the U.S. attorney's office.
Oli has been charged with conspiracy and has pleaded guilty.
As for the acts of defrauding and depriving D.C. residents of the honest services of a public official -- as in Crowell's case -- the executive and legislative branches of the D.C. government have said nothing, nada, zilch.
The same official silence applies to the D.C. Council and the mayor's executive suite after news stories circulate about allegations of corrupt contracting in the D.C. Housing Authority. The best I have been able to get came from council member Robert C. White Jr. (D-At Large), who wrote to me on July 27: "I am aware that federal agencies are investigating DCHA. Since I took over as chair of the Housing Committee, I've prioritized transparency and reform. As a result, I've heard about serious criminal allegations from whistleblowers. I've alerted the public of their existence and referred them to law enforcement. I continue to track them and actively inquire about them. I also closely monitor the work of DCHA's auditor, whose reports often flag issues that need further investigation. I remain frustrated because once matters are referred to law enforcement, I have little control over them."
DCHA leadership is a puzzle when it comes to such questions. A recent Washington City Paper article quoted DCHA Executive Director Keith Pettigrew as saying in a staff meeting, "I mean, I got the attorney general on my back, I got the OIG on my back, I even got the FBI on my back. OK?"
Wow. I sought a meeting with Pettigrew to learn why might the FBI be "on his back."
And received this from his office of public affairs and communications: "We respectfully decline your request for an interview. The quote cited is from an internal conversation that Executive Director Keith Pettigrew had with a group of DCHA employees and was recorded without his knowledge. E.D. Pettigrew's reference to investigatory entities was an attempt to convey to our staff that at any given time, multiple agencies are following DCHA to ensure that we are adhering to local and federal regulations, and spending taxpayer dollars effectively. With respect to the quote in your request, DCHA is not aware of any current FBI investigations of DCHA or E.D. Pettigrew."
So, why would Pettigrew make such a statement? What to believe? Pettigrew as caught on tape or Pettigrew as depicted by his flack?
Or should the D.C. public, as with Trayon White Sr. and Bridgette Crowell, have to rely on the FBI -- and not their own elected officials -- to figure out the answer? But do those officials even care to know?
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Democrat leaders shine across generations at convention
Plus: Trump disparages military Medal of Honor recipients. Republicans fail to stop mail-in ballots.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-08-21

Workers at the Democratic convention in Chicago on Saturday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
From the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, I answer some questions, comment on the happenings here and highlight examples of journalistic and legal excellence.
A reader asks: For three weeks, the media demanded President Joe Biden to step down. Why won't they do the same for former president Donald Trump?
Answer: Alas, the rules are different for the two parties. Too many people in the mainstream media downplay the  former president's lunacy and strain to normalize him. Had Biden given one of those crazed news conferences that Trump delivered last week, demands for Biden exit the race would have rained down on him.
A reader asks: How will Biden's handling of his succession affect his standing among U.S. presidents?
Answer: If Vice President Kamala Harris wins (or perhaps even if she does not), it will be viewed as one of the most generous, selfless moves in presidential history. If character were the sole criteria, Biden would be among our greatest presidents.
A reader asks: What is the actual process to get rid of the filibuster? While often discussed as a means by which Democratic senators might achieve their goals, what are the steps through which this might be achieved?
Answer: All it takes is a majority vote to change the Senate rules. If Democrats have 50 votes and the vice president, they can alter or eliminate it.
A reader asks: If elected, will Harris appoint a more aggressive attorney general? Part of the reason Trump is still around is that Attorney General Merrick Garland delayed pursuing Trump's criminal activity for so long. Can a new AG help ensure that Trump never again appears on a U.S. ballot? I understand there are many other factors, but you have to start somewhere.
Answer: I am certain of it. As a forceful former prosecutor herself, Harris no doubt will find someone who understands that the job is to pursue justice aggressively and advance the administration's agenda through litigation, rulemaking and legislation. She has many great choices, including Sally Q. Yates, a former acting attorney general; Preet Bharara, a former U.S. attorney from the Southern District of New York; and Andrew Weissmann, a former lead prosecutor for special counsel Robert S. Mueller III.
A reader asks: The Republican nominee for vice president, Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), agreed with a statement that the purpose of postmenopausal women is to look after their grandkids. ... What about the grandfathers? According to Vance, couples should stay together even if their marriages are abusive, so wouldn't there be a grandfather in the picture in that scenario? Wouldn't the man also have to give up everything to move in with the kids?
Answer: What about fathers -- like him! It's hard to think of a politician (excluding Trump) who is this clueless and who has insulted more segments of American society.
A reader asks: Who is responsible for stopping Trump from stealing the 2024 election? Is anyone preparing? There's a lot of talk about Trump working to delegitimize unfavorable election results. Who is in charge of stopping the steal? I keep thinking, "What if he had been more competent in 2020?"
Answer: Great question. Given the decentralization of our election system, a great many people are responsible -- from poll workers to local canvassing boards to secretaries of state and governors. At the federal level, the Justice Departments and the Department of Homeland Security are there to prevent voter intimidation and external attacks. Ultimately, any disputes wind up in court. But it's a wider circle than that. How the media treat specious objections matters; how voters react to a clear but close outcome matters. The two parties and our elected officials all make a difference, especially when it comes to certifying and counting the electoral votes.
A reader asks: If, in October, the polls show a potential Harris landslide, what do you think Trump will do? I think he will run away -- from the presidential race, the Republican Party, his upcoming trials and maybe the country.
Answer: Trump has always had trouble facing reality. Until the election, he likely will remain convinced he is winning. Everything else is fake news and fake polling. If he does lose, he will claim he did not, go into election denial and attempt to undermine the results. If all that fails, he might try to flee. He recently mentioned Venezuela!
It has become evident during convention week that Democrats are blessed with three groups of leaders. The wise first group -- Hillary Clinton, the Obamas, former speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) and now Biden -- has guided the party for the past generation, nationally making strides and keeping the Democratic coalition together. The domestic accomplishments they have collectively made would stand up to any other generation's output. The second group's time has come: Harris, Gov. Tim Walz (Minn.), Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, Sen. Raphael G. Warnock (Ga.), House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.), Gov. Josh Shapiro (Pa.). They are more media savvy than many in the older generation and better able to reach voters who are younger and more diverse. This second group's challenge will be putting a stake through the MAGA movement and charting a path forward for a sustainable, center-left governing majority. The third, and most interesting, group includes the future stars, two of whom (Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) and Jasmine Crockett (Tex.)) lit up the convention on Monday night. Other less flashy but equally compelling figures have the governing chops to win legislative battles and keep the party from straying too far left. These include Rep. Abigail Spanberger (Va.), who is running for governor; Rep. Elissa Slotkin (Mich.), who is running for Senate; Rep. Mikie Sherrill (N.J.); and Rep. Dan Goldman (N.Y.), who distinguished himself by going toe-to-toe with Republicans who ineptly and corruptly tried to investigate the Bidens.
Republicans have nothing comparable. Trump has hollowed out and disgraced the party. Any rebuilding, if Trump loses, will likely have to fall to a new generation. Trump, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (Ky.) and a flock of House and Senate extremists have dominated the GOP, turned off a great many voters and done immense damage to comity, the rule of law and good governance. One of the most attractive features of a possible Harris victory: Many prominent Republicans will be swept aside. We can only hope a better crop replaces them.
There is a difference between amplifying a grotesque insult and explaining why the insult is grotesque. Trump recently disparaged military Medal of Honor recipients when he compared them with Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient and right-wing donor Miriam Adelson, to whom he gave the award. "[The Presidential Medal of Freedom is] actually much better because everyone [who] gets the Congressional Medal of Honor, they're soldiers," he said. "They're either in very bad shape because they've been hit so many times by bullets or they're dead. She gets it, and she's a healthy, beautiful woman, and they're rated equal." Too many outlets simply went with: "Trump says civilian award is 'much better' than Medal of Honor." That sounds like a debatable but noncontroversial event. Too many other outlets did not feature the affront at all.
Newsweek, however, made the issue clear: "Donald Trump's Medal Of Honor Remarks Spark Anger From Veterans." That lets readers, who often don't make it past the headlines, know that this is another instance of Trump smearing veterans, something he has denied doing. The Bulwark newsletter spelled it out: "One can say -- again -- that Trump is a vulgar, thoughtless, and awful man. One can also point out this isn't the first time Trump has denigrated military service. In 2015, he attacked John McCain for having been a prisoner of war. Later, while serving as president, Trump called America's war dead 'suckers' and 'losers.' Now he denigrates Medal of Honor recipients because some are deceased or injured."
Sadly, the media has grown so inured to Trump that they barely notice what was arguably the most offensive statement a presidential candidate has ever made about military heroes (since the first Trump campaign). That is irresponsible, another step in the normalization of the most morally and intellectually unfit person ever seeking to become commander in chief.
In case you thought MAGA Republicans had run out of specious arguments to suppress voting, take a look at the latest from California. "California's vote-by-mail system doesn't violate the federal constitutional rights of in-person voters, even if state election officials occasionally count some invalid mailed ballots, a federal appeals court ruled Thursday," Bloomberg Law reported. "Improper mail-in ballots don't illegally dilute in-person votes because minor mistakes by election officials counting some absentee ballots don't create disproportionate voting power for one group of people over another in the largest state in the country, the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled."
The lawsuit, filed by Election Integrity Project California, suggested that, because some ballots might be mistakenly counted, no one should be able to use mail-in ballots because they dilute other votes. The 9th Circuit was having none of it: "Basic mathematical principles dictate that EIPCa's novel theory of 'vote dilution' fails as a matter of law," because "any ballot -- whether valid or invalid -- will always dilute the electoral power of all other votes in the electoral unit equally, regardless of the voting method a voter chooses to utilize."
The identity of the plaintiffs should not surprise you. As Bloomberg reported: "Dilution claims like those raised in this litigation by the conservative Election Integrity Project California and 10 Republicans who lost their races have been rejected by all courts to consider them, including the Second, Fourth, and Eighth U.S. Court of Appeals circuits." Let's face it: A segment of the MAGA movement wants to stop voting.
In Chicago, I met up with my colleagues Dana Milbank, Jonathan Capehart and Jim Geraghty. Listen to our conversation on Impromptu.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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Fences, police and IDs for the DNC, but not for thee
Despite the DNC rebrand, the convention's security protocols hark back to a Democratic Party of old.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-08-21

Police officers gather during a protest near the Israeli Consulate on Tuesday in Chicago. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 


In many ways, attending the Democratic National Convention as a Republican is like stepping through a portal in time to the Democratic Party of old.
For example, I vividly recall a time when Democrats supported border fencing. In 2013, every Senate Democrat voted for a bill that required the construction of 700 miles of fencing along the southern border -- until Donald Trump came along and lengthy border barriers became anathema for Democrats.
Well, guess what? Here in Chicago, Democrats are using miles of fencing to secure the border surrounding the United Center to keep anti-Israel protesters out. They've suddenly rediscovered that fences work! In fact, they've added additional layers of fencing after protesters succeed in breaching the first layer. If they were as efficient in securing the southern border as they are in securing their convention, border security might not be competing with the economy as the top issue for voters in the 2024 election.
The Democrats of old also used to support law enforcement and public safety. It was Joe Biden who authored the 1994 crime bill that put tens of thousands of additional police officers on the streets. But in 2020, many Democrats embraced the movement to "defund the police" -- including Kamala Harris. "This whole movement is about rightly saying, we need to take a look at these budgets and figure out whether it reflects the right priorities," Harris said on a June 9, 2020, radio interview, adding that U.S. cities were "militarizing police."
Well, guess who is securing the perimeter of the Democratic convention? The police! Democrats have brought in thousands of officers -- many of them "militarized" -- from Chicago and other cities to secure the convention site. People are boarding up shops in Chicago, but here inside the convention we are safe thanks to the thin blue line securing our perimeter. Thanks, Chicago PD!
I also recall a time when Democrats had no problem with voter ID. In the 1990s, they thought the best way to increase the number of voters was to have them register when they applied for driver's licenses and state IDs, so Bill Clinton signed the 1993 "Motor Voter" law. In 2014, Clinton endorsed the idea of adding photos to Social Security cards to make it easier for minority voters who don't have other forms of ID to vote.
But in 2022, Biden accused Republicans who oppose Democratic efforts to pass legislation that would eliminate state voter ID laws of standing with George Wallace, Bull Connor and Jefferson Davis. Well, guess what? Delegates can't get into the Democratic National Convention to vote for their nominee without an ID. In fact, they need a special Secret Service photo ID just to get past the perimeter, and then more credentials to access the arena, and even more to reach the convention floor. So, Democrats think it's fine to require ID for delegates to choose their nominee, but not for Americans to vote for president of the United States.
But there is one area where the Chicago Democrats bear no resemblance to the Democratic Party of old. I remember a day when Democrats used to treat abortion as a necessary evil that should, in Clinton's famous phrase, be "safe, legal and rare." But here in Chicago, abortion is something to be celebrated. Democrats dedicated much of the first night of the convention to abortion. Harris, their nominee, became the first vice president to campaign by visiting an abortion clinic. And Planned Parenthood actually has a mobile van set up outside the convention that is providing free abortions and vasectomies for those who want them. You read that right: If you come to the DNC, not only can you call for greater abortion access, but you can actually get one, too.
Which just goes to show -- despite the concessions to reality on fences, police and voter ID for the Democratic elites' personal comfort at the convention -- this still isn't your father's Democratic Party.
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Husband of missing Manassas Park mother named person of interest
Chief Mario Lugo told reporters the investigation remains a priority, "and we're making progress."
By Peter Hermann | 2024-08-22

Mamta Kafle Bhatt of Manassas Park, Va., has been missing since at least July 31. (Emma Uber/The Washington Post)


The husband of a missing Virginia nurse from Manassas Park, Va., has been identified as a person of interest in the investigation into her disappearance, the city's police chief said as authorities searched the couple's home on Heather Court on Wednesday night.
Chief Mario Lugo told reporters the search was one of 10 that police have conducted in the case, along with hundreds of interviews over the past three weeks as authorities look for 28-year-old Mamta Kafle Bhatt, who works at UVA Health Prince William Medical Center.
Lugo told reporters the investigation remains a priority "and we're making progress." The chief confirmed for the first time publicly that Bhatt's husband, 37-year-old Naresh Bhatt, "is a person of interest." Lugo also told reporters that he "is not cooperating." Lugo did not describe what, if anything, has been found in the searches.
Bhatt has been missing since at least July 31, after she failed to call her mother in Nepal, as she did every morning and evening, her brother told The Washington Post last week. On Aug. 1, her co-workers called police when she did not show up to work.
Police said officers from Manassas Park went to the couple's house, but her husband declined to report her missing. Police said Naresh reported his wife missing on Aug. 5.

Prabhav Shah and community volunteers search for Mamta Kafle Bhatt at Blooms Park in Manassas Park, Va., on Aug. 15. (Emma Uber/The Washington Post)


In a TV interview, Naresh Bhatt pleaded for his wife to return to him and their baby, who will turn 1 this month. A  Post reporter reached Naresh Bhatt by phone earlier this month, but he did not answer questions or respond to subsequent text messages or to a visit to the Heather Court house. Efforts to reach Naresh Bhatt on Thursday morning were not immediately successful.
Bhatt's brother and two friends, and her posts in a private Facebook group, indicated problems in the arranged marriage. She had left her home at least once in February, her friends and brother said. In the Facebook posts, she sought advice on separation and custody issues, and appeared unsure of how to obtain legal help.
Dozens of people have searched Manassas Park's Blooms Park Trail for any sign of Bhatt. On Wednesday, Lugo praised the help his department has received.
Reading a statement at the news conference, Lugo expressed "admiration for the outpouring of compassion." He noted help has come from communities in Virginia and  Nepal from people "who have dedicated their time, volunteering their efforts working in parallel to our investigation."
Lugo said he would provide updates to the public after the searches are concluded and results are analyzed. He took note of the frustration expressed by family and friends, but he cautioned there was little he could publicly discuss at this stage.
"This investigation remains a top priority, and our agency remains committed to providing the details as we are able," Lugo said.
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D.C. test scores show small improvement as academic recovery continues 
D.C. test scores showed small improvements in reading and math as academic recovery continues.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-08-22

New standardized test data shows students in D.C. are making small gains in reading and math. (Cheriss May for The Washington Post) (Cheeriss May/for The Washington Post)


D.C. students performed slightly better on standardized tests this year than in 2023, newly released data shows, but city leaders say they're still pushing to get students performing at the same levels they were before the pandemic.
When students took exams this spring, 34 percent were meeting or exceeding expectations in reading, up a third of a percentage point from last year. In math, 22.8 percent of children were on grade level -- up 0.7 of a point.
Test scores in the District have steadily improved since a pandemic-induced slump during the 2021-22 school year, but are still far off from the way students performed before the public health emergency upended in-person learning.
"We are pleased with these results. And, we are not satisfied," said Paul Kihn, the city's deputy mayor for education.
Each year, students in grades 3 through 8 and high-schoolers take standardized tests that evaluate them on a five-point scale (there were no exams in 2020 or 2021 because of the pandemic). Those who earn fours and fives are considered to be meeting or exceeded expectations and "college and career ready."
This was the first year children took the new D.C. Comprehensive Assessments of Progress in Education, or DC CAPE. The exam replaced the earlier Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career exam (commonly known as PARCC), but officials said it is just as rigorous and tests students on the same content.
More than 95 percent of testing-aged students took either DC CAPE or an alternative assessment for students with cognitive disabilities.
Following the release of this year's scores, the city's education leaders say they are looking at successes in some areas, such as third-grade reading and middle-school math, that can be replicated in other grade levels. They are also doubling down on efforts to keep students in class following a dramatic rise in chronic absenteeism during the 2022-23 school year. "Every minute of the day counts," said Lewis D. Ferebee, chancellor of D.C. Public Schools.
Students in third through fifth grades saw slightly improved reading scores, while their older peers did not -- a signal that the city's focus on early literacy is working, said Antoinette Mitchell, D.C.'s interim state superintendent of education. Those efforts include training staff on the best practices in teaching reading and upgrading instructional materials for kids.
Leaders also credit the recent growth to the expansion of high-impact tutoring, in which students who are the furthest behind get regular help in small groups. A Stanford University evaluation of the city's programs recently showed they are helping students improve academically and attend school more often. But funding for the initiative is dwindling as millions of dollars in one-time pandemic relief runs out. This year, the city will spend $4.8 million to keep some programs running.
Meanwhile, the District has a "high hill to climb in mathematics," Ferebee said. While scores improved overall in most grades, roughly 28 percent of third- through fifth-graders, 22 percent of middle-schoolers and 11 percent of high school students are on grade level in the subject.
Students suffered deep losses in math during the pandemic and have had a harder time bounding back in the subject than in reading, leading to a "renewed citywide and urgent focus" on the subject, Mitchell said. This includes more training for teachers and a task force that will help develop a new approach to boosting achievement.
In the traditional public school district, Ferebee is expanding high school geometry and algebra from semesterly to year-long courses, among other changes, to help improve math performance, he said.
This year's scores demonstrate how the pandemic had different effects on students, depending on their grades. In middle school, for example, sixth-graders were the only group to see growth in reading scores. Those students were in third grade when they returned from virtual learning to the classroom in 2021.
"There is a considerable shift in [English language arts] standards between the third and fourth grade, moving from strong connections to early literacy into deeper analysis of text," said Kelley Scholl, assistant superintendent of data, assessment and research. "It will continue to be important for educators and district leaders to investigate how the period of interrupted learning affected students."
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D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2024
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2024. The pace of killings this year has slowed compared to 2023.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-22
Homicides in the District reached a quarter-century high in 2023, the fifth-highest murder rate among the nation's biggest cities. The pace has slowed so far this year.
While homicides in D.C. spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8, which account for more than half of this year's deadly violence.
The gunfire this year has been both targeted and indiscriminate. One man was killed in a possible robbery after dropping off his girlfriend near her home. Gunfire has also robbed the lives of some of the District's youngest residents -- a 3-year-old girl riding in her family's SUV killed in crossfire. A teen was gunned down outside of a recreation center. Most of the deadly violence, police say, has unfolded between people with some sort of prior relationship, and it has most acutely devastated the city's Black residents, many of whom live in neighborhoods with long histories of divestment.
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2024. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Reporting by Peter Hermann, Emily Davies and Jenny Gathright. Data analysis by John D. Harden. Graphics by Eric Lau.
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D.C.-area forecast: Sunny and dry through the weekend as temperatures slowly climb
Savor this week before next week's return to regularly scheduled summer heat.
By David Streit | 2024-08-22

A bright afternoon on the Potomac on Wednesday. (Becca Hanby)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
10/10: So splendid, mild and dry, it almost makes you cry. You have to believe, August is on leave.
Our early taste of fall continues today, but temperatures slowly creep back up to normal by Sunday. Sunshine is on the agenda through the weekend, and we will have unusually low humidity as well. Savor this week before next week's return to regularly scheduled summer heat.




Today (Thursday): The morning will be almost chilly (near record lows!), but the afternoon warms nicely with highs mainly in the mid- to upper 70s. With minimal breeze and low humidity (dew points mainly in the lower 50s), what is not to love? Confidence: High
Tonight: The moon may no longer be a super blue full one, but the clear skies let it shine brightly. Lows range through the 50s with calm winds. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and X for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend.




Tomorrow (Friday): A few puff ball clouds pop up in the afternoon, but sunshine remains dominant. Winds remain very light. Highs creep up to the upper 70s to mid-80s, but with continued low humidity (dew points in the 50s). No complaints here. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Another star-filled night is on tap. Lows slip to the mid-50s to lower 60s with nearly calm winds. Confidence: High
Sunshine remains abundant through the weekend and humidity remains on the low side. The jet stream dip that delivered this week's cooler air will have lifted into eastern Canada, allowing summer warmth to return. Highs Saturday are mainly in the low to mid-80s but creep up to the  mid- to upper 80s on Sunday. Lows are in the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Early risers Monday can catch a cool lineup of Mars, Jupiter and the moon. A weak disturbance from the Midwest may arrive by afternoon and end our mostly sunny string. A few scattered showers are possible. Highs are in the upper 80s to lower 90s, which could be the norm next week. At least we had this week! Confidence: Medium
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Wes Moore seeks to reclaim patriotism during DNC keynote speech 
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore has been working to reach "disaffected" voters -- including Gen Z, Black males and veterans -- throughout the convention.
By Erin Cox | 2024-08-22

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore attends the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Tuesday. (Erin Hooley/AP)


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, leaning into his background as a U.S. Army veteran, made a case for Democrats to seize back the concept of patriotism from Republicans during his convention speech Wednesday night, embracing an inclusive definition of loving your country.
"Because making America great doesn't mean telling people, 'You're not wanted,'" Moore told an energized United Center crowd. "And loving your country does not mean lying about its history. Making America great means saying, 'The ambitions of this country would be incomplete without your help.'"

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) honored the six maintenance workers who died after a container ship ran into the Francis Scott Key Bridge at the DNC on Aug. 21.


Moore joined the Army at 17, the same age Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the vice-presidential nominee, joined the Army National Guard. He drew a direct link between service and politics and described the remaining 11 weeks until Election Day as an obligation to serve the country's future by setting aside cynicism and turning out the vote.
"We are a nation of patriots who serve when the mission is hard and who serve when the destination is uncertain. And I know our history isn't perfect," he said. "The unevenness of the American journey has made some skeptical. But I'm not asking you to give up your skepticism. I just want that skepticism to be your companion, and not your captor."
At 45, Moore is both the nation's youngest Democratic governor and the sole Black leader of a state, a rising star among those poised to become the party's next generation of leaders. His prime-time speech, ahead of Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, a fellow veteran, was expected to reach millions of viewers in the highest-profile moment of his short political career.
The governor used the spotlight to emphasize themes that animated his transition from author, entrepreneur and investment banker into politician, and told pieces of his life story as a the son of an immigrant single mother. He also recounted the lost lives of the six immigrants filling potholes on the Francis Scott Key Bridge when it collapsed earlier this year, saying that Vice President Kamala Harris made one of the first calls of support he received that day.
He praised the vice president as "the right one to lead us in this moment."
Earlier Wednesday, Moore said in an interview that "there has been a bastardization" of patriotism by the GOP, and that citizens should honor what it means by holding the nation to its highest ideals.
"People worked far too hard, generations before us, to make sure that the promise of this country is honored. We are not going to be the generation that forfeits it," he said.
Since landing in Chicago on Sunday, Moore has been praising Walz and reminding audiences that the Minnesota governor rose to one of the highest enlisted ranks possible, a distinction he thinks is overlooked by people unfamiliar with the military.
"It's difficult to even appreciate how difficult it is to rise to the rank of sergeant major," he said in an interview. "We're talking less than 1 percent of people enlist in the military will become a sergeant major. They're just freaking hard-chargers."
Moore said that he developed a friendship with Walz shortly after taking office in January 2023 and that he spoke to Walz more than any other governor about how to navigate the awkward time when prominent Democrats were pushing President Joe Biden to step out of the White House race. Moore said the pair agreed it would be disloyal to publicly suggest the president step aside.
"I'll stand with him in a foxhole anytime he asks," Moore said. "I do want to get a hunting trip with him. I'm going to tell him we have some great hunting in Maryland."
But that day seems distant, with a mission ahead.
"We have got 75 days and a wake-up until Election Day," Moore said in his speech. "Seventy-five days and a wake-up for us to prove what Americans can do when the pressure is on. Seventy-five days and a wake-up for us to show that true patriots do not whine and complain -- we put our heads down and we get to work."
From the upper tier of the United Center, Auon'tai Anderson, a former vice president of the Denver school board, watched Moore wave to the crowd and leave the stage. He then turned to his friend. "He's going to be president one day. He's going to be president."
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Md.'s Wes Moore wants to inspire 'the disaffected.' He's trying at the DNC.
Widely seen as the next generation of Democratic talent, Maryland's governor sees his primetime speaking role as a way to rally cynics to the ballot box.
By Erin Cox | 2024-08-21

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore appears at Day 2 of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 20. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


CHICAGO -- On his first night in town, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore walked into a bar filled with young and influential social media content creators, hoping to talk about poverty. He pulled up a stool next to a Barbie doll in a hot pink pantsuit.
A phone camera focused on him, Moore leaned toward Lil Gretch, the raven-haired doll Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer uses as a social media avatar, and said: "I gotta talk to you about the child tax credit. I'm with you. Let's end child poverty together." He tapped her plastic hand in a micro high-five.
The clip, which collected more than 400,000 views in just a day, lasted nine seconds. But it illustrates Moore's sprawling mission as a surrogate both at the Democratic National Convention and until Election Day. Moore has been dispatched to inspire the harder-to-reach communities crucial to the party's future, skeptics Moore calls "the disaffected."
Be it young Gen Z voters, Black men, veterans or the wide swath of people who don't see how politics works for them, Moore is using his charisma and personal narrative in both highbrow and lowbrow ways to persuade them to show up to vote.
"I want to talk to the people who have felt like this system hasn't worked for them," Moore said in an interview ahead of the happy hour organized by the DNC to spur Gen Z social media influencers to start engaging their followers in the presidential race. "We are excited to be deployed, to be able to speak to those exact groups because they are everywhere across the country. We are literally talking about tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of people who we have to convince that they are part of the American experience as well."
The energetic governor's packed convention schedule demonstrates his versatility and the demand for his time: early morning rallying speeches to delegates from 13 states, including five battlegrounds; a keynote to the party's veterans caucus; and a policy discussion about growing the gross domestic product by shrinking the nation's six-to-one racial wealth gap. Plus, fundraisers to attend, a comedy show appearance to tape and, on Wednesday, a prime-time convention speech.
Three hours before his convention speech, Moore stood in the hallway outside the green room ahead of  "The Daily Show," hopping from foot to foot, letting out exaggerated exhales before he went out to meet host Jordan Klepper.
"I'm ready," he said. "Actually, I'm going to challenge Jordan to a push-up contest."
As Moore takes the stage before Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz -- a fellow Army veteran -- accepts the vice-presidential nomination, he will lean into his biography and make an argument for how Democrats can wrest back the definition of patriotism from Republicans and reclaim the idea of being a party of American values.
"It's very difficult to say that you're protecting core American values when your definition of protecting core American values is not acknowledging history, or telling people what they should do inside of their doctor's offices, or what they should do in their bedrooms, or what they should do with their families," he said, in a preview of his speech's broad themes.
Inside a service hallway behind a hotel ballroom where he delivered his fifth delegation speech in two days, Moore explained his toggling between campy and cerebral, pop-culture savvy and political acuity. "The point is: I am who I am, and I like to have fun. And I like making the occasional dad joke."
The Lil Gretch video, he concedes, is a bit cringey, as some social media commenters described it. But he says, it's also hard to look away.
"That's the point. People watched it. Cringey ain't bad, and I have some very real opinions about the child tax credit," he said, shifting into a detailed policy argument about how the $6,000 child tax credit for newborns proposed by Vice President Kamala Harris has the potential to wipe out childhood poverty.
"I'm not sure if the country fully appreciates what she's proposed," Moore said. "The CTC is a game changer."
So far, his approach appears to be working.
Haley Lickstein, a political influencer who was the master of ceremonies at the happy hour where Moore taped his video, said the governor's stump speech raised the energy of a crowd of roughly 150 people credentialed to create content at the convention.
"The governor is able to connect to so many people in different ways about the things that care we about, whether it's about racial injustice or through his personal story about rising through adversity," she said. "Social is the current media source for young people, and it's really important for elected officials to lean into that."
She added: "It might take a minute for everyone to get the hang of it."
Moore has been crisscrossing downtown Chicago since Sunday, greeted like a celebrity by Democratic delegates.
Inside one of those hotel ballrooms, a delegate from Arizona told Moore, "You're so inspiring," and another jogged up to the growing crowd saying aloud, "No way I'm missing a picture."
In another ballroom, filled with Michigan delegates, a selfie-line 12 people deep formed within a minute of Moore stepping off the stage. Detroit-area delegate Stella Camerlengo, 19, approached Moore to tell him how much she was inspired by his encouragement during a virtual phone-banking event. Moore told her how much that meant to him and asked her for a hug, Camerlengo said.
"I was personally starstruck," she said after the encounter. "It was just the most phenomenal interaction. They say 'don't meet your idols,' but I am very happy with the person I met today."
Maryland delegates roared when Moore spoke to them about their primo placement on the convention floor -- the padded seats to the left of the podium, perfect view of the stage.
"Leave your binoculars in the hotel. You don't need them," he said, beaming and hollering into his microphone.
In the audience, Robert Kresslein wore a slightly yellowed "Maryland for Clinton-Gore" T-shirt he picked up in 1996, the last time the Democratic National Convention was held in Chicago and the year Wes Moore, 45, graduated from high school. Kresslein said later this is his 10th convention, but Maryland's delegation has never had the red carpet rolled out for them with a nice hotel and prime views.
"There have been times we've been in the hinterlands," he said. "I think there's times they take us for granted because we're so reliably blue. We've never had it like this."
A rising Democratic star subject to presidential speculation before he even took office in 2023, Moore's political plans for this summer had been built around campaigning for President Joe Biden and delivering a convention performance that further raised the first-term governor's political profile.
But with Vice President Kamala Harris atop the ticket now, and his potential path to the White House muddled, the convention instead offers Moore an opportunity to redefine where he stands among the next generation of Democratic leaders, including future potential Democratic Oval Office contenders such as California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro and his friend Whitmer, from Michigan.
Moore enthusiastically pivoted to campaigning for Harris, volunteering for tough assignments.

Moore speaks at a Black Economic Alliance event at the Democratic National Convention. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


"We've got to speak to those folks who are the undecideds," he said in an interview, referring not to people pondering a candidate but people waffling on whether to vote at all.
"This election is going to be won or lost by those who just choose not to vote."
Step one, he says, is to rally these delegates to do grassroots work. He promised to revisit their swing states, to knock doors in Michigan, to phone bank in Wisconsin.
The last time Moore spoke to Wisconsin Democrats back in June, he was in their state trying to boost Biden's faltering campaign immediately after the debate performance that catalyzed his exit from the race, a period of deep anxiety for the party. This week, he told a group of Wisconsin delegates, "we are so hopeful and so optimistic about what the future is going to be like."
"Our hopes are going to run through you," he told them. "Winning doesn't just happen ... Nothing is given, everything is earned."
From the back of the room, Thelma A. Sais, 71, pumped her fist and shouted, "Yes! Yes! Yes!" She yelled, "Fired up, ready to go!"
Outside the ballroom, Sais flipped through photos of herself modeling her custom-made dresses designed to wear on the delegation floor. For Monday, it features a quote from famed civil rights icon Fannie Lou Hamer: "I'm sick and tired of being sick and tired." She has another with Harris's portrait across it for Thursday, when the vice president will accept the party's nomination for president.
Sais recalled growing up in Mississippi with parents who endured indignities and worked through the civil rights movement. She said she was a little kid when she first saw the Jet magazine cover of Emmett Till's casket, and she was pulled into the principal's office the day the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated because, as one of just a few Black kids in school, administrators thought her life might be in danger. She's been to five conventions and worked to help Barack Obama become the nation's first Black president.
Sais said the poignancy of watching the first Black woman accept the nomination is elevated by knowing another chapter is ahead and that Moore is behind her, ready to accept the baton.
"I've seen quality, I've seen skill and talent and charisma," she said. "That young man, Wes Moore, has been sent with a gift. After we get Kamala Harris the nomination, we'll see him up on that convention stage one day. He has the type of charisma that can reach inside and change you."
By then, Moore had been whisked off to his next event, behind schedule because he insisted on hugging every delegate who approached him.
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VIDA Fitness reverses security camera plans after public outcry
The company had originally planned to install cameras inside men's locker rooms at its Logan Circle and U Street locations to prevent theft. 
By Joe Heim | 2024-08-21

Vida Fitness in Logan Circle has been affected by a rash of thefts in its men's locker room. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


A popular local fitness club chain canceled plans to install security cameras inside the men's locker rooms at two of its District locations following an outcry on social media from club members and others who said the cameras would be an invasion of privacy.
"Although our approach is both legal and proven to catch and deter theft, the bottom line is that you are uncomfortable with it," the club wrote in an email to members late Wednesday afternoon. "This is your club, and your input is paramount. We will not have video surveillance of the sink area and walkway in the Men's Locker Room."
The clubs said it would still install cameras at the entrances to the locker rooms. The change came just as this story first published.
VIDA Fitness owner David von Storch said club locations in Logan Circle and U Street had experienced a rash of burglaries from the men's locker rooms lately, prompting management to reinstall security cameras at the entrance to the locker rooms and in sink areas. The cameras had previously been in place before the coronavirus pandemic.
"It's a security issue all the way around," von Storch said in an interview Tuesday. "People are sneaking into the club past the front desk, and then they are scouting out the facility."
He said the thieves typically work in pairs, with one serving as a lookout in the sink area of the locker room while the other breaks into lockers and steals items. "It's an insidious problem," he said. The issue, he said, was limited to only the men's locker rooms at the two D.C. locations.
But von Storch acknowledged that the company committed an "unforced error" by installing the cameras without communicating with members beforehand, then following up with a "disastrous post" Tuesday that he said created unnecessary alarm.
"Some of you have noticed the presence of new cameras in the locker and sink area of the men's locker room," that post read. " ... It is our plan to increase visibility in those areas for safety and security purposes. Let me be clear that monitoring of those specific areas will be discrete [sic] and only accessible by trained monitoring technicians."
The message was not well-received.
"Is this even legal?" one person posted on X, a question raised by many others.
"If my gym did this I wouldn't care how much the cancellation fee I would cancel my plan immediately," another X user wrote.
"What could possibly go wrong?" a Reddit user sarcastically asked.
In a follow-up email Tuesday afternoon, the club tried to reassure members that their privacy would not be violated.
"Please note that these cameras would not capture any footage of toilet areas, shower areas, or changing areas within the locker bays. Due to recent thefts in the Men's Locker Room, we put together this approach for your safety and security," the email read, noting that VIDA Fitness would pause installation of the cameras "until you've had ample opportunity to understand our approach and provide your input."

In an email Tuesday, the club tried to reassure members that their privacy would not be violated. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Many on social media had questioned the company's reasons for installing the cameras. Some speculated that they were probably being placed to deter members from having sex in the locker room and shower areas.
"It's 100% because of men cruising in the locker rooms, not theft or drugs," a Reddit user posted.
But von Storch said that was not true. He said that when the first message about the cameras was sent out, "some people misconstrued that as saying, 'Oh, you're saying that there's problems with sex in the locker rooms and this is really what your agenda is.' But that's not what's going on."
On Tuesday, Von Storch said that despite the pushback, the company fully intended to install the cameras.
"We just blew it in terms of how we communicated to our members," he said. "But this is going to happen."
"If there's some input that would make the system better, we will take it," he added. "So people will be aware that the cameras are going in, and if they're still upset, they can cancel their membership."
But by Wednesday afternoon, the company decided that it wasn't the right approach. In its email announcing that it would not install cameras, it told members: "The fact remains that people are stealing property in the Men's Locker Room, and we need your help."
The company encouraged members to use quality locks on their lockers and report any suspicious activity to a manager.
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New union contract limits hours Metro bus and rail operators can work
A deal with the main union representing transportation workers for the D.C. region may help a long-running exhaustion issue. 
By Rachel Weiner | 2024-08-21

The Red Line's Silver Spring station in December 2020. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Metro workers will have to take at least 10 hours off between shifts and see some caps to their raises, under the terms of a new union contract signed Wednesday.
The contract, which will be in place until 2028, was negotiated over the past seven months. The changes address long-standing concerns over worker exhaustion as well as high labor costs.
Under the old rules, bus and train operators could take shifts only eight hours apart -- meaning many workers were getting only a few hours of sleep. The safety group that oversees Metrorail says that exhaustion from too many consecutive shifts has contributed to overrun red lights and other dangerous behavior on the system. Ten hours puts Metro in line with what the federal government is considering as a national standard for public transit workers.
Right now, unlike commercial pilots and drivers, public transit workers have no federal limitations on how many hours in a row they can work. Metro leaders have in the past tried unsuccessfully to limit shifts based on fatigue but were told those changes had to be negotiated with the union.
There are major changes in other areas as well. Until now, Metro workers' salaries had an unlimited cost-of-living adjustment tied to inflation. Last year, that meant a more than 10 percent salary increase. Officials from across the region lamented that generosity as unsustainable.
Union spokesman Benjamin Lynn pushed back on that attitude, saying "workers more than earned their raises" at a time of not just record inflation but increasing violence on public transportation and a shortage of qualified drivers. But the union has agreed to no salary increases this year, as inflation has fallen sharply.
"Going with the no wage increase in year one, it was a pretty big sacrifice," General Manager Randy Clarke said at Wednesday's Metro board meeting, adding that nonunion employees also agreed to forgo raises in 2024 despite "how difficult it is in this job market."
Union members will get total pay bumps of at least 9.5 percent but no more than 15 percent over the next three years. They will also continue to get adjustments if inflation outpaces their automatic raises of 3 percent in 2025, 3 percent in 2026 and 3.5 percent in 2028. But the increase is capped at 5 percent per year until the contract expires.
"Our employees are Metro's greatest assets," Clarke added in a statement. "But we are facing unprecedented financial challenges, and this agreement helps with short- and long-term cost controls."
The new contract also enhances penalties for employees who are late without explanation and lowers the threshold for terminating employees who repeatedly break the rules. It cuts in half, from three years to 18 months, how long Metro employees who failed to qualify physically for one job are entitled to a different one.
"The contract overwhelmingly approved by Metro workers is a huge win for the dedicated transit professionals who move our region day in and day out," local union president Raymond Jackson said in a statement, "ensuring our members continue to receive fair compensation they've earned while also enforcing accountability throughout the system."
There are concessions from the company side as well. Retirees from the system will now keep their health-care coverage, something employees lost after 2010. Dental, hearing and vision benefits are improved. But the portion of health-care costs that must be paid by former employees will go up from 20 percent to 35 percent. New hires, who currently have no vacation time in their first year, can get up to four days off for perfect attendance and no safety infractions. And employees' paid sick leave will kick in as soon as they call out of work, instead of on the third day of illness.
The deal also eliminates a "work train" that picked up station managers at the end of the night, which Metro says will make it easier to do track work on off-hours. Instead, they will get free parking at WMATA stations and subsidized parking at stations that don't have lots.
The deal was ratified by 90 percent of roughly 8,500 union members Tuesday and unanimously by Metro's board of directors Wednesday. American Transit Union's national president, John Costa, called it a "strong contract" that is "also a victory for the riders who depend on our experienced members to safely and reliably keep communities across the Washington, D.C., area moving."
The union is still in negotiations over contracts for D.C. Streetcar and Arlington bus drivers, and is pressuring the D.C. government to retain workers who will lose their jobs when the D.C. Circulator shuts down later this year.
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PM Update: Cool again tonight and a bit warmer Thursday
It continues to be about as cool as August gets in our current climate tonight. A few degrees more for tomorrow will hardly be noticeable. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-08-21

Runners at sunset on the National Mall Tuesday evening. (Joe Flood/Flickr)


It was another amazing August day across the region. Temperatures were up a notch, but not really noticeably so, compared to yesterday. Last night was the coolest August night in quite a while for the area and we'll be pretty close to the same values again tonight. Clear skies also dominate through Thursday.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Few if any clouds. Grab a layer if headed out. Lows range across the 50s in most of the area. Like this morning, some locations north and west will probably make it into the upper 40s. Winds blow out of the northwest and west around five mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Near wall-to-wall sunshine from start to finish. A little warmer, but still squarely in the delightful zone. Highs are mainly in the upper 70s and lower 80s. Winds blow out of the northwest around five mph.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Winter is coming: It was a cool start this morning. All the main climate locations in the area were in the 50s, ranging from 59 at National Airport to 50 at Dulles. In D.C.'s case it was the coldest low in August since 2004, while at Dulles it was the coldest August low since 1998. Some north and west suburbs made it to the upper 40s and in the higher terrain west 40s and even 30s were common.
Tuesday's high of 76 in Washington was the coolest in the first 20 days of August since 2017 when it was 75 on the 7th.

Lows this morning. (NWS)
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Oath Keepers lawyer Kellye SoRelle pleads guilty in Jan. 6 attack
Kellye SoRelle, girlfriend of Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes, was charged with conspiring to obstruct the Jan. 6 joint session of Congress.
By Salvador Rizzo | 2024-08-21

Released videos show Proud Boys leader Enrique Tarrio meeting Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes the day before the attack on the Capitol.


A lawyer for the Oath Keepers who helped organize the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol with right-wing extremist groups pleaded guilty Wednesday to obstruction of justice and entering a restricted area.
Kellye SoRelle, 45, was indicted in 2022 on charges that she conspired with far-right militias to obstruct the joint session of Congress to confirm Joe Biden's victory in the 2020 presidential election, and that she persuaded others to withhold or destroy records. According to court documents, she served as a go-between for Oath Keepers leader Stewart Rhodes and Henry "Enrique" Tarrio, a leader of the Proud Boys, on the eve of the Jan. 6 attack.
Unlike Rhodes and Tarrio, SoRelle was not charged with seditious conspiracy and is likely to face a lesser penalty for her role in the riot.
SoRelle pleaded guilty to a felony count of obstruction of justice for tampering with documents and a misdemeanor charge of entering restricted Capitol grounds. In exchange, prosecutors dropped the two other counts in her indictment, including conspiring to obstruct an official proceeding. The Supreme Court ruled 6-3 in June that prosecutors could not broadly apply that charge to people who attempted to derail Congress's certification of the presidential election.

Kellye SoRelle, former general counsel for the Oath Keepers, right, and attorney Horatio Aldredge leave federal court in Washington on Wednesday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


At the plea hearing Wednesday, SoRelle, who was Rhodes's girlfriend, hesitated for several minutes when U.S. District Judge Amit P. Mehta asked whether she was sure she had written several encrypted texts urging other rioters to delete messages about their participation in the Jan. 6 attack. Those text messages were the basis of her felony conviction.
After a tense exchange, SoRelle admitted that she wrote at least one of the messages and that she knew Rhodes had written others.
"I don't know that it was me typing them so much as Stewart typing them using my phone," she told the judge. Turning to prosecutors seated behind her, she added, "But I understand it was my phone."
Mehta last year found that SoRelle was not competent to stand trial because of an apparent mental illness and agreed to pause her case until she recuperated. The nature of the illness was not made public. In 2020, SoRelle lost a Republican primary to represent a rural district west of Fort Worth in the Texas legislature. She served as a volunteer for Lawyers for Trump later that year. The judge determined she had recovered and was able to participate in the plea hearing Wednesday.
On the day of SoRelle's arrest in September 2022, former president Donald Trump announced that he would issue full pardons and a government apology to Capitol riot defendants if he returned to the White House. At the time, SoRelle took to Twitter (now X) and posted a defiant message: "Lesson learned. Lie, never tell the truth and comply with the lockdowns and bow to the oligarchs."
SoRelle was not accused of violent conduct. She admitted in plea documents to writing several letters addressed to Trump before the riot, including one that pledged, "Like the founding generation, we will take up arms to guard our liberty."
In a 2021 interview with The Washington Post, SoRelle characterized the Jan. 6 attack as a peaceful affair, with protesters being let in the building by police -- a defense used unsuccessfully by dozens of other defendants who have been convicted of participating in the chaos. Several Oath Keepers have admitted in court to being part of a group that forced entry through the East Capitol Rotunda doors after marching up the steps wearing camouflage vests, helmets, goggles and Oath Keepers insignia.
Rhodes then ordered his followers to destroy evidence through SoRelle, who told them to wipe data from their phones, according to court evidence.
A public defender for SoRelle said her client is indigent.
In May 2023, Mehta sentenced Rhodes to 18 years in federal prison, one of the longest sentences for any Jan. 6 defendant.
The judge scheduled SoRelle's sentencing for Jan. 17. She faces a statutory maximum penalty of 21 years of incarceration, though the judge estimated that under federal sentencing guidelines she would get six to 16 months.
Spencer S. Hsu contributed to this report.
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D.C.-area forecast: Amazing August weather as we stay sunny and dry for several more days
Rain chances on a break until next week.
By Dan Stillman | 2024-08-21

Tuesday's sunset in D.C. (Jim Havard/X)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
10/10: Sunny 70s with a slight breeze. That's a perfect score any time of the year, let alone August!
Cool mornings and comfortably mild afternoons continue today and tomorrow. Add in plenty of sun and low humidity, and it's about as good as it gets not just for August, but for any time of the year. The fall-like feel trends a touch warmer Friday and then closer to summer this weekend. But even as we approach 90 by Sunday, the humidity still isn't bad. Soak it up while you can, because next week looks hotter and more humid.




Today (Wednesday): Beautiful sunshine as morning temperatures rise through the 50s and 60s, maxing out in the mid-70s for afternoon highs. The humidity is blissfully low with dew points in the 40s. It's not quite as breezy as yesterday, but still a noticeable breeze around 10 mph from the northwest. Confidence: High
Tonight: Evening temperatures cool back into the 60s with a diminishing breeze. Overnight lows are mainly in the 50s with clear skies and light or calm winds. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...




Tomorrow (Thursday): We'll start the morning in the 50s again before trending a bit warmer in the afternoon, with highs in the upper 70s to near 80 under mostly sunny skies. Humidity stays low (dew points near 50) with light winds. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Skies continue mostly clear as warmer and slightly more humid air starts to move in. That keeps temperatures a little warmer than tonight, with lows in the mid-50s to low 60s. Confidence: High
Plenty of sunshine sticks around Friday through Sunday with gradually warmer highs in the low to mid-80s Friday, mid-80s Saturday, and mid- to upper 80s Sunday. The humidity is a little more noticeable, but still on the low side for August, with dew points near 60. Friday and Saturday night lows should be mainly in the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Enjoy this excellent stretch as next week looks to be hotter and more humid with highs near to above 90.
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Full circle behind center: The uncanny parallels of Jayden Daniels and RGIII
The two quarterbacks -- separated by 12 years -- share plenty in common. But the circumstances for the current rookie are also quite a bit different.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-08-22

(John Munson/AP; Tom Pennington/Getty Images)


The coach stood behind a microphone in Ashburn to talk about his rookie quarterback. His words made complete sense.
"You want them to be able to believe in themselves," he said. "You want them to have that arrogance like they are the best at what they do. The great ones do have that confidence level."
That's what Jayden Daniels has, a swagger of self-belief. But that confidence, combined with uncommon ability, can lead to issues. Veteran players understand that.
"As a player, especially the type of player he is, he's going to always have it in his head: 'I got to make the best out of every play,'" the most senior wide receiver said. "But in this league, when he gets the experience of being out there, he'll realize that the stuff he did in college ain't going to always work because these linemen and linebackers are fast, man."
Experience matters -- even for a Heisman Trophy winner, even for a player taken with the second pick in the draft. Not just now, as training camp pushes toward the final preseason game, but in the regular season looming beyond that, when each game, each drive, each snap will be a data point on which to build.
"In the games, things will open up a lot more and I'll be able to get the ball out of my hands," the quarterback said. "It just comes with time. You have to know when to run, when not to run, when to get the ball out of your hands -- and when to put the ball in the dirt."
The Jayden Daniels era begins in Washingt ...
Wait. These notebooks seem kind of old.
Oh, sorry. That first quote isn't from Dan Quinn, in his first season guiding the Commanders. That next one is wrong, too. It's not Terry McLaurin, entering his sixth year as Washington's top wideout.
And that last one isn't from Daniels, the Heisman winner from LSU and the unquestioned Week 1 starter.
Sorry. I need to clean out my laptop carrier more regularly. Those words are from a dozen Augusts ago -- first Mike Shanahan the coach, then Santana Moss the receiver and finally Robert Griffin III, the rookie quarterback who won the Heisman and was taken with the No. 2 pick.
Only whiffed by 12 years, one owner, two team names, three head coaches, a bazillion receivers and -- get this -- 13 starting quarterbacks wedged in between.
So much about the circumstances and situations in 2012 are different from those this summer. But the importance of the position Washington can never seem to get right remains.
"I am the quarterback, the face of the team and the face of the franchise," the quarterback said. "We all understand that."
Shoot. That wasn't Daniels, either. That was Griffin.
It's true the NFL of 2024 has evolved from the NFL of 2012. It's also true Washington's franchise then -- with Daniel Snyder as its meddling owner and an outdated name and logo still on its uniforms and helmets -- doesn't resemble the team now. That's a positive.
Sure, there's no guarantee Quinn will succeed as coach, that new general manager Adam Peters will excel at building a roster or that still-new owner Josh Harris will figure out how to restore his childhood team to what it once was. But place them up against Shanahan working with Bruce Allen and under Snyder -- a duo of doom if there ever was one -- and the new group has a better chance. A much better chance.
Even with all the differences -- differences in all of the places that matter -- the similarities between Daniels and Griffin are stark. That's not even in personality and playing style, though there are some there. But more in the accomplishments they have already, the circumstances in which they enter the league and the franchise-altering expectations that follow them.
It's a lot. In both situations, it's a process. Deep breaths.
"Three years from now, he'll probably have it," the coach said. "That's usually how long it takes. It takes some time. Sometimes, depending on your supporting cast, it's a little bit easier than other times, but you try not to throw all the pressure on the quarterback coming in."
That could have been Quinn on Daniels from Wednesday. It was Shanahan on Griffin from 2012.
It's just uncanny. Yes, both players are exceptionally gifted dual-threat quarterbacks. Therefore, the conversation topics each spurs are almost the same. My colleague Sam Fortier watched 3,600 plays from Daniels's high school and college career -- nice life, Sam -- to determine whether he would slide to protect himself. You don't need 20/20 hindsight to find those same conversations about Griffin.
When to throw? When to run? When to eat the ball? When to throw it away? When to try to make something happen? It could be Griffin. It could be Daniels. The years are different. The topics are the same.
This will be the same, too: How does the QB react when things don't go the right way? Because that's inevitable.
"When you make a mistake, especially when you're in the position [he] is in, everyone is watching to see how you respond," one veteran said. "Do you get down? Do you run from it? Or do you face up to it and move on?"
By now, you're on to this bit. That wasn't a Commander this week in Ashburn. That was longtime Washington linebacker and special teams ace Lorenzo Alexander all those years ago.
On Monday, Quinn named Daniels the starter for Week 1 at Tampa Bay. He will be the franchise's first rookie quarterback to start the opener since -- you guessed it -- Griffin in 2012.
But let's have the similarities end there. To succeed in this spot, Daniels must stay healthy on the field and remain grounded off it, keeping his body intact while accepting the leadership of those above him. Griffin could do neither. A dozen years after his comet of a rookie season, his career is long over. His legacy is decidedly mixed.
Jayden Daniels is his own man, his own player. This is a new time and, in so many ways, a new team. May he thrive on his own merits.
"He's what I call a difference-maker, a franchise quarterback," the coach said. "They can make plays when there's nothing there. And, usually, the great ones do that."
Shoot, another old notebook. That's not Quinn on Daniels. That's Shanahan on Griffin -- again. But who can tell?
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Commanders acquire kicker Cade York in trade with Browns
Washington's kickers have struggled throughout training camp and the preseason. York has not kicked in a regular season game since his rookie year in 2022.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

Cade York, a former fourth-round pick by the Cleveland Browns, was traded to the Washington Commanders.  (AP Photo/David Richard)


In an effort to end their kicker saga, the Washington Commanders sent the Cleveland Browns a conditional seventh-round draft pick to acquire Cade York, according to one person with knowledge of the deal. The team also announced it released kicker Riley Patterson and signed safety Sheldrick Redwine.
The Browns selected York in the fourth round of the 2022 draft after he started three years at LSU, setting the record for longest field goal in program history (57 yards against No. 6-ranked Florida in 2020) and making 54 of 66 collegiate attempts. He also connected on 164 of 168 extra points at LSU.
York earned AFC special teams player of the week honors after a pro debut in which he nailed a game-winning 58-yard field goal against the Carolina Panthers. He converted 24 of 32 field goal attempts and 35 of 37 extra-point attempts during his rookie season in 2022.
But after early struggles for York the following summer, Cleveland acquired former Commanders kicker Dustin Hopkins in a trade with the Los Angeles Chargers, and York was waived.
After a brief stint on the Tennessee Titans' practice squad, York signed to the New York Giants' roster; he was waived, added to the practice squad and then added to injured reserve after suffering a quad injury in practice.
York resigned with Cleveland as a free agent in March, but he has not kicked in a regular season game since his rookie season there. He connected on both field goal attempts, including one from 55 yards, in two preseason games this month.
York joins a Washington team that has been searching for a kicker since June, when it cut Brandon McManus after two women alleged he sexually assaulted them on a team flight with the Jacksonville Jaguars last season.
The Commanders signed Ramiz Ahmed after he spent a season with the Birmingham Stallions of the United Football League and later claimed Patterson off waivers from Jacksonville to create competition for the job. But the two struggled throughout training camp and preseason, especially from 45 yards and out, and Ahmed was released after the preseason opener.
In two preseason games, Patterson has connected on only 2 of 5 field goal attempts, hitting the upright on a 39-yarder against the New York Jets, then missing wide left and wide right on 49- and 43-yard attempts, respectively, against the Miami Dolphins.
"We've got work to do," Coach Dan Quinn said of the team's kicking situation after the loss in Miami. "We've got practice next week. We'll see where it takes us. But I was pleased to see Riley come back. ... In pregame, I think he hit over 60 yards today. So he was really ready. So those are hard when you don't nail the performances when you really feel ready. So we've got work to do there."
The Commanders may not be done looking for help at the position. When rosters have to be trimmed to the initial 53 ahead of the season next week, Washington could still scour the waiver wire for another kicker.
To add more competition to the safety corps and special teams, Washington signed Redwine, another former fourth-round pick by the Browns. Redwine, 27, was selected in 2019 out of Miami and has spent time with six NFL teams over the last five years, including the Cowboys. He signed to Dallas's practice squad last year and was activated for one game. His training camp was hindered by a hamstring injury, and the team released him Tuesday.
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Commanders send wideout Jahan Dotson to Eagles in rare in-division trade
Washington also sent Philadelphia a fifth-round pick in exchange for a 2025 third-rounder and two seventh-round picks.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

The Commanders traded receiver Jahan Dotson to the Philadelphia Eagles two years after drafting him in the first round. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


In a major shake-up to their receiving corps, the Washington Commanders made a rare in-division trade and sent former first-round pick Jahan Dotson and a 2025 fifth-round pick to the Philadelphia Eagles for a 2025 third-round pick and two 2025 seventh-round picks.
The deal closes an underwhelming 18 months for Dotson after he impressed as a rookie and ends his run in Washington only two years after the team selected him in the first round of the 2022 draft.
"The guy's got speed, he's got playmaking ability," former coach Ron Rivera said after the team traded back from No. 11 to No. 16 to draft Dotson out of Penn State. "He's got some competitiveness when the ball's in the air. He's kind of like Terry [McLaurin] in the fact that he's not like the biggest guy, but the 50/50 balls, he has the ability to go up and get those."
Regarded as one of the more polished route-runners coming out of college, Dotson flashed big-play ability early as a rookie, despite missing five games because of a hamstring injury. But he struggled to replicate that success in 2023, when Washington's offense as a whole lacked production and cohesiveness.
Dotson had four dropped passes last season, an issue that persisted in training camp to raise questions about his competitiveness and strength at the catch point.
He played more than 30 snaps in the preseason opener against the New York Jets, raising even more red flags about the team's plan for him and its view of him; most of Washington's offensive starters played only a series in that game.
When asked last week about the No. 2 receiver spot and Dotson's workload, Coach Dan Quinn said "we are right in the middle of it" and the job was up grabs -- and that Dotson would play a similar number of snaps in the second preseason game against the Miami Dolphins. He played 23 snaps, five more than McLaurin, the Commanders' leading receiver.
The message then was clear -- to Dotson and others teams. According to one person with knowledge of the team's inner workings, the Commanders received multiple offers for Dotson in recent days after seeing how much he played in the preseason opener and after hearing Quinn's comments.
That Washington gave up an additional fifth-round pick in the trade and received a third-rounder and two seventh-rounders in return reflects the depreciated value of Dotson at a time when some of the league's top receivers are earning more than $25 million a year.
The deal also creates a receiver swap between the Commanders and Eagles; Olamide Zaccheaus spent the 2023 season in Philadelphia and signed with Washington in free agency. He was listed on the first unofficial depth chart as one of the Commanders' starting receivers and was mentioned by Quinn as a player who has impressed in the early going of camp.
This story is developing and will be updated.
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NWSL, players reach new CBA that includes elimination of draft
The agreement, set to run through 2030, will to grow salaries and further expand player rights regarding free agency and trades.
By Ella Brockway | 2024-08-22

NWSL Commissioner Jessica Berman speaks at what was the final NWSL draft earlier this year. "We determined that this was the right time to align with global standards and achieve long-term labor peace," Berman said in a statement about the league's new CBA. (Jessica Alcheh/USA Today Sports) 


The National Women's Soccer League and its players agreed to a new collective bargaining agreement that will grow salaries and further expand player rights regarding free agency and trades, the sides announced Thursday. The deal includes the elimination of the college draft, a first for a major North American professional sports league.
The new CBA will extend the current contract, which was negotiated in 2022 and was set to expire in 2026, through 2030. Some of the new terms, such as the elimination of the draft and free agency for all players when their contracts expire, will go into effect immediately; others will begin in 2025.
"Given our vision to be the best league in the world, we determined that this was the right time to align with global standards and achieve long-term labor peace. This CBA gives us agency over our business and gives the players agency over their careers," NWSL Commissioner Jessica Berman said in a statement.
The new deal builds on the 14-team league's first CBA, which introduced free agency for players of a certain tenure, increased minimum salaries and instituted health and safety protocols after a sweeping sexual abuse scandal led to the dismissal or resignation of multiple coaches. The meteoric rise of the NWSL in the past two years, along with the rapid development of other leagues domestically and abroad, incentivized both sides to address the new landscape.
"The 2023 World Cup revealed to everyone that the world was passing us by and we needed to evolve faster than the end of our collective bargaining agreement would allow us to," Meghann Burke, executive director of the NWSL Players Association, said Thursday. "We give credit to the league and the teams, everyone in the NWSL ecosystem for recognizing the urgency of the moment and not waiting until the end of this term to make some transformational changes to how we do business in this league."
NWSL attendance and viewership have skyrocketed. The league reached a four-year, $240 million broadcast deal last year to put matches on four platforms. The recent $250 million valuation of Angel City FC set a record for a women's pro sports team. This year, the NWSL expanded the number of international roster spots per team to seven, ushering in an influx of global talent.
Negotiations began last September and concluded in July.
The elimination of the draft marks a shift away from the common practices of the major American professional sports leagues and toward the standards of soccer's global market.
Since the NWSL's first season in 2013, the draft has been the most common mode of entry for college talent and has helped establish parity.  It also has been criticized for limiting opportunities and player choice as women's soccer has rapidly developed around the world.
Under the new CBA, preprofessional players will be able to negotiate and sign with teams in what basically will be an open market. The agreement also eliminates expansion drafts, which allocated talent from existing rosters when the league added new teams, and the discovery rule, which allowed clubs to sign undrafted players.
The NWSL Players Association has called for the elimination of the draft to encourage player agency and put the league on par with other leagues. In recent years, top college players opted to join teams abroad rather than sign with NWSL clubs -- sometimes after they already had been drafted. Domestically, the eight-team USL Super League has emerged as a new alternative to the NWSL. The first-tier circuit, which began play this month, does not have a salary cap or a draft.
"It's anxiety inducing to be a part of a draft and to not know what is ahead and what you should prepare for and not know what market you're going to be in," said Tori Huster, the former Washington Spirit midfielder and president of the players association. "It was extremely important to our playing group to have freedom to choose where you could play."
Though the NWSL lacks the academy infrastructure common to soccer leagues around the world, it has started to put a greater focus on youth development. Since 2023, 12 players have turned professional through the under-18 entry mechanism, which allows players to bypass college soccer and sign professional contracts.
The new CBA grants unrestricted free agency to any player when their contract expires and fully guarantees all player deals. It raises the minimum salary from $37,856 this season to $48,500 in 2025, with no limits on an individual player's maximum salary. All trades will require player consent.
The base salary cap, which was $2.75 million in 2024, will rise to $3.3 million next year. By 2030, the minimum salary will nearly double to $82,500 and the base salary cap will reach $5.1 million. A supplemental component of the salary cap will be determined by the previous year's media and sponsorship revenue.
The deal also increases parental leave, child-care benefits, medical staff size and charter flight opportunities. After the WNBA announced this year that it would use charter flights for all games, the NWSL had been the outlier among the major leagues in flying commercial. The new CBA permits teams to take charters for up to six legs within the regular season. It also includes a lump-sum retirement payment for players who spent 10 years or more in the league.
The league opened the door to adjusting its season calendar. The new CBA eliminates restrictions on the start and end dates of each season. The NWSL season runs from March to November; most leagues around the world follow a fall-to-spring calendar.
"This is a complete tectonic shift in the American sports landscape," Burke said. "We do hope that our colleagues in other sports see this as an opportunity to empower themselves with autonomy over their own careers."
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Olympics' pommel horse guy is coming to 'Dancing With the Stars' this fall
Stephen Nedoroscik had all the right moves for the U.S. men's gymnasts team during the Paris Games.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-08-22

Stephen Nedoroscik, a star on the pommel horse during the Paris Olympics, will head to "Dancing With the Stars" this fall. (Francisco Seco/Associated Press)


Stephen Nedoroscik, the gymnast who became a breakout star on the pommel horse during the Olympics, is returning to television screens soon, joining the new season of "Dancing With the Stars."
Nedoroscik, who morphed from Clark Kent into Team USA gymnastics Superman in the Paris Olympics, is the first celebrity announced by the reality show for its 33rd season. The show returns Sept. 17 on ABC and Disney Plus, with viewing the next day on Hulu.
The 25-year-old Penn State electrical engineering graduate became famous for awaiting his turn on the pommel horse with his eyes closed and seeming to nap, then taking off his glasses and calmly nailing his performance. That moment brought the U.S. men's gymnastics team a bronze medal, their first team medal in 16 years. He also won bronze in individual competition on the pommel horse.
His eyewear, a necessity because he has an eye condition called strabismus, as well as his utter cool quickly were memed, with his fame surprising him. "I think if someone were to ask me, 'What about you would eventually gain traction?' And I would probably say it was my eyewear or more my eyes, my diseases that I have," he told reporters in Paris. "I do think I'm just a quirky guy, and I'm glad that people are enjoying my competition."
He found the memes "hilarious" and added, "It's almost surreal to finally wind down after a day of workout and go on TikTok and see someone made a meme of me. It's so surreal. It's unbelievable."
The scrutiny and attention did become almost too much, and during the competition he told reporters he had to get "locked in," turning off notifications on his phone. "Maybe I missed opportunities because of that but I'm more proud of getting this bronze medal right here than any of those opportunities."
The opportunities, like DWTS, were immediately there even as he planned to just chill with his girlfriend for a month after the Games. "I definitely have some stress injuries throughout my wrist, my elbows and my back. I don't know what's going on," he said, "but I've been in pain for a while, so it's definitely a good idea to get checked out and take a little bit of a break and we'll see what big opportunities I might have coming this fall."
He planned to chill for a couple weeks after the Games, probably with a Rubik's cube, and then the pommel horse awaits. ''I will definitely be running it back [in] L.A."
Staff writer Emily Giambalvo contributed to this report.
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Maryland's record-setting quarterback has moved on. Your turn, defense.
Maryland will look to an experienced defense to lead the way as it approaches a new season with uncertainty under center.
By Gene Wang | 2024-08-22

Linebacker Ruben Hyppolite II is among seven defensive starters back for Maryland this season. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


For the past four seasons, the identity of the Maryland football team was linked almost exclusively to its prolific passing attack behind record-setting quarterback Taulia Tagovailoa. But with the Big Ten's career leader in passing yards departed from the program and the Terrapins still trying to determine his successor, Coach Michael Locksley has made it clear this year's team must be far more reliant on its defense.
Maryland has seven starters back on a unit that finished 2023 ranked 30th nationally, permitting 334.1 yards per game. Experience and depth along the front seven, in particular, provide Locksley and defensive coordinator Brian Williams reason for elevated optimism.
The Terrapins (8-5 in 2023) finished second in the Big Ten in interceptions (17) last season, one spot behind national champion Michigan and its top-ranked defense, and were fourth in sacks (34).
"We're counting on the leadership on that side as we become a defensive-esque team," Locksley said Wednesday at the conclusion of the final practice of training camp. "The leadership on that side has been great, and it's not just them leading the defense. Because we've talked about, sometimes you take the guys from the winning boat and you put them on the losing boat, and he has the ability to have effect on the losing boat to where they win. I see where this team is a little different than some of the others, where that side of the ball -- being defensive-led -- is spilling over."
Anchoring the stout defensive line is end Quashon Fuller, a redshirt senior who transferred to College Park from Florida State before the 2022 season. Last season, Fuller was selected honorable mention all-Big Ten after posting 25 tackles, including five for loss and three sacks. The defensive staff also occasionally deployed Fuller in coverage, underscoring his versatility at 6 feet 3, 264 pounds.
A four-star prospect in high school, per 247Sports, Fuller never gained traction with the Seminoles and elected to come to Maryland in large part because of his relationship with Locksley. The two had become acquainted when Locksley, then an assistant at Alabama, was recruiting Fuller, who also generated interest from Georgia and Florida.
During the Terrapins' 31-13 win against Auburn in last year's Music City Bowl, Fuller had five tackles, tied for second most on the team.
"Quashon is the type of guy, man, the larger the stage, the bigger the lights, the more he'll show up," Williams said. "Looking for him to be more consistent with his fundamentals and technique and being able to match his athleticism and talent, but really expect a lot of big things out of Quashon this year."
The transfer portal yielded another starter on the defensive line when nose tackle Jordan Phillips (6-3, 320) joined the Terrapins last year from Tennessee. At the spring game this April, the 6-3, 320-pound Phillips, who made 10 starts in 2023, received the most valuable defensive lineman award after recording six tackles.
Defensive tackle Tommy Akingbesote, entering his fourth year, is the Terrapins' longest-tenured player on the defensive line. The 6-4, 316-pound senior who grew up in Largo, Md., and attended C.H. Flowers High is coming off his most productive season with 28 tackles and two pass breakups.
Senior Taizse Johnson played a significant number of snaps last season coming off the bench, and Williams calls the District Heights, Md., native and St. John's College High product Maryland's most skilled interior pass rusher. Johnson finished with 31/2 tackles for loss and 21/2 sacks in 2023.
"We have some guys, it's their time to lead," Williams said. "They've been in the program for a few years now and really made a contribution, and now it's really their time to take the bull by the horns. Guys like Tommy Akingbesote, Taizse Johnson, guys that really continue to leap to the forefront of our leadership, and they know what it takes to get it done. They're at that stage where they know why it's important to do the little things."
Ensuring the defense is aligned properly on the field is redshirt senior linebacker Ruben Hyppolite II. The third-team all-Big Ten pick last year was second on the Terrapins in tackles (66), including a season-high 10 against Michigan in November.
Hyppolite served as a captain last year in a vote among teammates and is on the preseason watch list for the Butkus Award presented to the top linebacker in college football.
He also has been a foundational piece to the program's resurgence under Locksley, committing in 2019 as a four-star prospect, according to 247Sports, despite Maryland winning one game in the Big Ten that season. Hyppolite started one game as a freshman the following year and has since become a regular in the starting lineup.
"We know what's at stake, and we know what our role is as a defense," Hyppolite said. "A lot of people are depending on us, so to me, we take it on with confidence. We're not backing down from a challenge, and I'm confident that we'll pull through."
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The 49ers might keep Brandon Aiyuk but that won't cure everything
Superior talent at the skill positions might be masking deeper issues for the Super Bowl runner-up.
By Jason La Canfora | 2024-08-22

Kyle Shanahan's team struggled once before in the season after losing a Super Bowl. (Thearon W. Henderson/Getty Images)


While the Dallas Cowboys may be in their own strata when it comes to late-summer drama and contractual intrigue, the San Francisco 49ers are at least giving them some competition. Lingering tempestuous contractual stalemates with two all-pro talents are obscuring anything the 49ers have done on the field during training camp. Then there is the whole matter of the curse of the Super Bowl loser thing that may or may not be hanging over the franchise in 2024.
If you are looking for reasons to fade Kyle Shanahan's bunch, especially reasons of the more touchy-feely "vibes" variety, this offseason has offered plenty. Given owner Jed York and executive vice president of football operations Paraag Marathe's reputation for being decidedly hard-line about contract language and guarantees, the holdouts of two of the offense's most important pieces -- future Hall of Fame left tackle Trent Williams and 1,300-yard wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk -- always threatened to drag well into the summer.
However, multiple NFL executives, including some involved in trade talks with the 49ers regarding Aiyuk, are becoming increasingly convinced the pass catcher is nearing an extension, and there is every reason to believe this team will acknowledge Williams's importance to their Lombardi Trophy aspirations by sweetening his contract enough to get him back in the fold for Week 1. According to the executives, who are not allowed to speak publicly about sensitive trade talks, dialogue between the 49ers and other teams regarding Aiyuk essentially was suspended this week after reaching, at various points, serious stages with the Patriots, Steelers and Browns.
The 49ers are sending signals to other teams that their entire focus is now on retaining the wideout. While Aiyuk has intimated that he would be prepared to sign a long-term deal for less than $30 million annually to facilitate a trade, he also has indicated to the 49ers he won't take less than that to stay. One person heavily involved in the process said the 49ers entered Tuesday at $29 million a year (it is unclear how close the sides may be on full contract guarantees). Obviously, that's not a huge gulf.
Probably not entirely coincidentally, this potential detente would come on the heels of an ugly showing for Shanahan's offense. Ricky Pearsall, the receiver Shanahan selected in the first round as Aiyuk insurance, remains out because of a shoulder injury; star Deebo Samuel sat out the exhibition; and the Saints stifled quarterback Brock Purdy & Co. in what was a striking unsightly performance for the vaunted offense.
"That had to be pretty eye opening for Brock Purdy try to play that game without Trent Williams and Aiyuk, and to see what that looked like," said NFL analyst Brian Baldinger after digesting the game film. "It was a bad group [at receiver] out there. ... You've got to have someone out there who can make some plays out there for your quarterback."
As for Williams, several general managers have opined throughout the summer that they always viewed his holdout as almost a wink-wink between him and the team, given how little they would risk exposing him to any injury in practice and exhibition games anyway. No one -- not Purdy nor All-World running back Christian McCaffrey nor pass-rushing maven Nick Bosa -- is as integral to the 49ers cause, and Shanahan, who along with his father, Mike, selected Williams in the first round during their time in Washington, knows this better than anyone else.
"They aren't playing real football games without Trent Williams," said one GM, who is not permitted to speak about other team's contractual situations. One advance scout from within the NFC West opined: "They go as he goes. Trent Williams is their MVP."
If that impasse were to linger into the regular season, that would obviously threaten the 49ers' grip on the NFC. As it is, if and when they bring back the two veterans, the circumstances remain less than ideal. For all of their talent at skill positions, the 49ers have questions in the trenches, most strikingly on the right side of their offensive line and the interior of their defensive line.
"I could see them having issues again at defensive tackle," the scout said. "It's a really strong roster, but it's not perfect. Is Bosa going to bring it every week? Is [defensive end Leonard] Floyd an upgrade on the other side? ... Can the running back [McCaffrey] stay healthy again? That would be like three straight years. ... It wasn't a great [offensive] line even with Williams, and you saw what happened when they had to try to play without him. "
Indeed, San Francisco lost three straight, in inglorious fashion on the offensive side of the ball, in the middle of last season. Their lack of collective pass rush became a late-season issue (resulting in another defensive coordinator being scapegoated shortly after their season concluded). Will a contract push motivate Purdy or break his spell? Is the Super Bowl hangover for the loser real?
Even with Williams and Aiyuk in the fold, the 49ers followed up their previous Super Bowl loss to the Chiefs after the 2019 season with an ugly 6-10 campaign in 2020. There is some precedent for a falloff. And if I recall correctly, the August vibes weren't nearly as foreboding back then.
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If the NFL really is a family, it should take care of a generation in need
The league's concussion settlement with former players was supposed to evolve as brain science improved. Instead it has remained stubbornly stagnant.
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-08-21

The NFL's 2014 settlement with former players does not include many of the diagnostic tests for brain disease that have emerged over the past decade. (David Richard/AP)


The NFL concussion settlement should be pried open, like the dented, expired can of goods that it is, and revised. Players are part of the "NFL family" when everyone is hugging at the draft and a guy has his career in front of him. But what happens at the end of the day when he's no longer a functional commodity?
For a member of the league's greatest generation that built the league, when his vagueness and slowing speech or delusions and tremors set in, he is treated as a financial liability to be systematically haggled over as a "claimant" by arbiters arguing his "concurrent conditions" and whether his depression and anxiety are "alternative causations" for the fact that he can't tell you what month it is. Someday, that could be Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce.
No settlement is ever truly satisfying. A hideous legal fight ended with a complex agreement that, to give the lawyers due credit, has paid out nearly $1.3 billion, as opposed to the alternative, which was years more litigation. But the settlement also has terrible shortcomings, ones there is no excusing NFL team owners or the lawyers for. The 1,300 former players whose claims have been denied should demand a new legal review from Judge Anita Brody to force the NFL to adhere to contemporary medical standards, if not basic decency.
As anyone who has been through any kind of negotiation knows, here's what happens in settlement talks: First the lawyers reach a "framework" agreement. But then they start typing up the exact language -- and inserting all kinds of sophistry calculated to favor their side. That's what seems to have happened here. As The Washington Post's Will Hobson has documented in an investigative series, the settlement's agreed-on method for how to evaluate players for cognitive impairment, brain damage or other neurological diseases was supposed to be "state of the art."
But it turned out getting a claim paid required a finding of far more impairment for dementia than your neurologist or mine would use.
And the settlement's "state of the art" dementia evaluation does not include MRI exams, considered by doctors a critical tool for detection and early treatment of neuro-related issues. Conveniently, this saves the NFL millions.
Under the provisions of this deal, it's all too easy for dementia symptoms to be attributed instead to other health problems that commonly afflict former players, such as depression or sleep apnea. So instead of getting their claims paid, you know what some former players have received? Autopsies showing obvious evidence of brain disease.
The U.S. standard for diagnosing dementia is neurological assessment via tests of memory, language and executive function. Normally, one or two impaired results lead to a doctor's diagnosis. But under the settlement, an ex-NFL player must show four impairments. To be defined as suffering from "early dementia," he has to be judged as "unable to function independently" at social events and to "need prompting" in his hygiene. As anyone with a family member with Alzheimer's knows, there is nothing "early" about those symptoms, or questionable.
I went with my friend Pat Summitt to multiple doctor appointments after she was diagnosed with dementia and stood right next to a world-famous neurologist who examined her brain MRI, and I'm here to tell you, the NFL's definitions are way, way off. For one thing, dementia symptoms have a wide range -- and can vary in severity like Christmas lights blinking on and off from an electrical short.
Pat saw a neurologist monthly for a symptoms test. She had been diagnosed, but they were tracking her with regular assessments.
"Shortness of breath?" the doctor asked.
"No. Except when you come in here," she said.
"Your hands are a little cold."
"Cold hands, warm heart," she smirked.
Then the real fun began. A neuropathologist quizzed her from a clipboard, testing her memory, problem-solving and mental reactions.
"Name as many animals as you can think of."
"Dog, cat, horse, pig." Pause. "How many more do I need?"
"Just a few."
"Mule."
Pause.
"What about the water? What's in the water?"
Silence.
"Do you know what year you're in?"
"Yep, 2012."
"What day is it?
"Wednesday."
"What about the month?"
Pause. Silence.
Then he asked, "Can you tell me how many camels are in California?"
"If there's even one, it has no business being there," she shot back, and we all died laughing.
You get the drift. There is a component to dementia that the NFL settlement, perhaps deliberately, does not account for. Someone can be impaired in one area while being completely sharp in some ways. Pat worked and drove for a full year after her diagnosis, wrote a book (with me as co-author) and loved socializing almost to the end -- and she would never have qualified as suffering from dementia under the NFL settlements definition, though she died of it in 2016 at just 64. Over her last couple of years, she gradually lost the ability to converse -- but she could say grace and sing an Elvis song. Her file would have come back stamped "denied."
It's far from uncommon for someone with a diagnosis of "early-stage" dementia to continue working, living on their own and driving, just as Pat did. But under the NFL settlement, those people are stigmatized as potential fakes or frauds -- and punished with claim denials.
NFL team owners and Commissioner Roger Goodell have made the game undeniably safer by employing new evolving science, from sensors to helmet alloys. But that doesn't help the generation of players who were given equine products and told to get back on the field when they were so dinged they didn't even know which direction it was. These are the men who took the league from a part-time hobby to a multibillion-dollar monolith. They are owed the same science.
Why should they have to pry every single concession from the league? Why should they have to halt indecent practices such as "race-norming" with the tip of a legal spear? Owners and their lawyers are still avoiding full restitution.
Taking care of the settlement generation is not an uncapped liability -- one day, all of those men will be gone. The NFL should do the conscionable thing and give them the same standard neuro-assessments any other patient gets -- or a judge should force the matter.
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Don't make these six mistakes at your fantasy football draft
Ready for your fantasy football draft? Be sure to avoid these common mistakes.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-08-22

New York Giants wide receiver Malik Nabers is poised for a big rookie season, even if his team's offense struggles. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Drafting a successful fantasy football team requires more than just knowing player stats and rankings. It also demands a strategic approach and keen awareness of common pitfalls.
Many managers make avoidable mistakes that hinder their team's performance. From chasing last year's fantasy points to rigidly adhering to a preset strategy, these errors can be costly. Understanding the nuances of draft strategy -- such as prioritizing volume, staying flexible, reaching for key assets and evaluating team actions -- can make a significant difference.
Here are six common draft mistakes that you should avoid:
When drafting your team, a common mistake is chasing last season's fantasy points instead of focusing on a player's future volume. Fantasy points can be misleading, often reflecting one-off performances rather than consistent production. Instead, prioritize players who are set to receive high volume -- carries and targets for running backs, targets for receivers and pass attempts for quarterbacks.
Volume is a more reliable indicator of future performance -- it demonstrates a player's integral role in his team's offense. Target players in line for big volume, and you'll position your team for success.
Having a plan is important (as loyal readers know, I'm emphasizing running backs early this year), but being inflexible can lead to missed opportunities and suboptimal picks. The draft is dynamic, with unexpected player runs and value picks emerging. Flexibility allows you to capitalize on those unexpected bargains while avoiding reaching for players too early -- ultimately building a stronger, more balanced roster.
I've found the best path to roster building is to divide the draft into two parts -- focusing on starters during Rounds 1 to 7, then selecting players with upside the rest of the way with less regard for average draft position or ranking. Late-round gems this year include running back Jaleel McLaughlin (Denver Broncos) and wide receivers Romeo Doubs (Green Bay Packers) and Jameson Williams (Detroit Lions).
Be aggressive to land the players you believe in, even if it means selecting them earlier than their average draft position. Trust your research and instincts, especially if a player fits your strategy or has high potential. Sometimes, waiting for a player to fall to you can result in missing out entirely.
Dual-threat quarterbacks such as Josh Allen (Buffalo Bills) and Jalen Hurts (Philadelphia Eagles) are great examples of players worth reaching for, especially if you don't think they will be available in the next round.
Don't draft 10 running backs (or players at any other position) and then plan to trade a few. Predicting future trade value can be tricky. You might end up stuck with players who underperform. Instead, focus on drafting a well-rounded team that meets your immediate needs. Prioritize filling your roster with dependable starters and high-upside backups. By building a cohesive team from the start, you reduce the risk of relying on the unpredictable trade market.
Focusing too much on team performance can cause you to overlook valuable fantasy assets. Bad teams often have standout players who rack up points because of high usage. For instance, a star running back or wide receiver on a struggling team may get more touches and targets, boosting his fantasy value. Evaluate players based on their individual potential and their role within the offense, not on their team's potential for success.
The New York Jets finished below .500 last season, but running back Breece Hall was the second-best fantasy option at the position. The Atlanta Falcons won just seven games, but Bijan Robinson finished seventh among rushers. The Chicago Bears, also 7-10, featured wideout DJ Moore, the sixth-best player at his position.
This year, rookie wide receiver Malik Nabers will play for the New York Giants, a team many think will be among the worst in the NFL. However, he's a projected fourth-round pick in points-per-reception formats, with some analysts ranking him as high as the 10th-best wide receiver available.
Coaches and team officials often provide optimistic updates about players, but actions speak louder than words. Monitor snap counts, target shares and usage patterns instead of relying on news conference statements. A player's role in practice and preseason games can reveal more about his true position in his team's plans.
For example, Miami Dolphins running back De'Von Achane told reporters this month that he was going to be more involved in the passing game. It's a refrain we hear often but one that rarely comes to fruition. However, the Dolphins did split Achane out wide this preseason for two snaps, and he caught one pass in this formation for 26 yards -- indicating he could see increased work as a pass catcher.
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Luis Garcia Jr., Mitchell Parker fuel the Nationals past the Rockies
The Nationals get one for the Gen-Zers, with Luis Garcia Jr. and Mitchell Parker producing strong nights in a 6-1 win over Colorado.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-08-22

Luis Garcia Jr., meet Uncle Slam: The Nationals second baseman dons the team's home run hat after his three-run blast in the third inning Wednesday. (Jess Rapfogel/Getty Images)


With a roster about as Gen Z as they come, just about everybody who contributed to the Washington Nationals' 6-1 win over the Colorado Rockies on Wednesday night at Nationals Park was fighting for a major league shot back in spring training.
Some -- including Jose Tena, 23, and Andres Chaparro, 25 -- were doing so with other organizations. Others, such as 24-year-old Mitchell Parker (seven strong innings against the Rockies) and 21-year-old James Wood (three hits), couldn't crack the big league roster at the end of March. And one -- 24-year-old Luis Garcia Jr., who thumped a three-run homer to kick-start the offense -- narrowly won a positional battle to return to his spot at second base.
"Some guys were having some luck with their hard-hit balls, and others weren't," Garcia said through an interpreter. "That's just the way the game goes. But, luckily, I was able to connect with that home run. I think any team can use a three-run home run at any time."
Throughout this campaign, the answer to what has been the most encouraging development for the team has changed. The maturation of the Nationals' young pitching staff has been a constant. Also viable answers at various points have been the production of CJ Abrams and Wood.
But for a young team 127 games into a season, what tends to stand out is day-in, day-out production.
"All we can ask for," Manager Dave Martinez said, "is consistency out of these guys."
That brings us back to Garcia, whose blast in the third was his 15th of the season and gave the Nationals (57-70) a 5-0 lead. The second baseman has played in 111 games and has been a constant in a lineup that has thrived in fits and spurts. The second baseman has had one bad month -- a .593 OPS in June -- and that seems but a blip ahead of a red-hot July and August. Since July 3, he is hitting .368 with a 1.026 OPS.
"If something goes awry, he forgets about it," Martinez said. "The big thing with him, he doesn't carry it over. If he's 0 for 2, he's not carrying those two at-bats over."
Among qualified second basemen, Garcia ranks third in batting average (.294), second in OPS (.794) and seventh in outs above average, a defensive metric. The names near him in most categories are Ketel Marte of the Arizona Diamondbacks, who is 30, and Jose Altuve of the Houston Astros, who is 34. Garcia turned 24 in May.
As the season heads into the homestretch, Garcia has been getting more help. His homer drove in Keibert Ruiz and Wood, who have been delivering this month. Ruiz has an .862 OPS in August, and Wood is one of 18 qualified hitters with an OPS over 1.000 for the month.
"Focus, that's helped me tremendously this season," Garcia said. "And the approach, as well, trying to hit the ball middle-away with every at-bat."
Parker, too, offered encouraging signs. He was efficient early, a throwback to an early-season stretch when he looked like the most consistent performer on the roster. He threw 73.5 percent of his pitches for strikes Wednesday, his best effort since June 16. When he missed the zone, he was near enough to get Colorado hitters to chase.
These were all tenets the coaching staff has preached to him. He executed an effective four-seamer to go with his splitter, striking out six and allowing just five hits. Brendan Rodgers's RBI double in the seventh for Colorado (47-80) spoiled Parker's shutout bid, but the left-hander still took a significant step forward after he allowed nine earned runs in his previous start against the Philadelphia Phillies. Joe La Sorsa and Tanner Rainey handled the final two innings.
The Nationals got on the board in the second, when Tena and Chaparro singled and Joey Gallo doubled Tena home. In the third, Ruiz drove Alex Call home, then scored with Wood on Garcia's blast. Jacob Young singled Chaparro home in the sixth for the last of the offense.
When the Nationals' young players have gotten on track, they often have attributed their success to living in the moment.
"It's not like I sit down and look at how things are going," Garcia said. "I'm trying to finish the season strong and go out there and have good at-bats and battle. It's something that, at the end of the season, when it's all said and done, I might just sit down and think about."
Parker offered a similar sentiment. Even when he knows his pitch count is low, he rarely feels compelled to check on his progress.
"I try not to look up at that board at all," he said. "I know as soon as I look up there, I'm going to get in my own head or something. So I avoid that thing at all costs."
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Jamin Davis is learning a new position to give the Commanders an edge
The Commanders are considering converting the 2021 first-round pick into an edge rusher after his three years at inside linebacker were up and down.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

Jamin Davis, shown at practice Wednesday in Ashburn, stood out for the Commanders during their preseason game last weekend. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


When Washington Commanders practice ends, Jamin Davis's second practice usually begins. The 2021 first-round pick leaves one field at the team's training facility and heads to another with assistant linebackers coach Ryan Kerrigan.
For 15 to 30 minutes, Davis receives personalized direction from the franchise's all-time sacks leader on technique and the nuances of playing on the edge, a position Coach Dan Quinn and his staff asked Davis to learn this offseason.
"I feel like it's given me a chance to just really cut it loose and just go hunt some quarterbacks, honestly," Davis said during organized team activities in June. "I'm having real fun with it right now and just going to see [where] this thing takes me."
Quinn had said the plan was to test Davis's skills on the edge but also continue to work him at linebacker. So far in the preseason, he has played almost exclusively on the line, save for a few snaps.
Adding versatility to Davis's game could be a win for everyone.
Washington signed Dorance Armstrong and Clelin Ferrell to start at defensive end, but it could use help with the pass rush. If Davis can be productive, that might just land him his next contract -- in Washington or elsewhere.
Washington drafted Davis 19th overall largely because of his potential and physical traits. He started just one season at middle linebacker for Kentucky and impressed. At his pro day, Davis (6-foot-3, 234 pounds) showed even more, running a 4.47-second 40-yard dash and posting a 42-inch vertical jump, which would have been a record for an off-ball linebacker if done at the NFL combine.
But Davis struggled playing off the ball in Jack Del Rio's defense. And his issues as a rookie carried over into the following two seasons. What Davis lacked -- and still lacks, in the final year of his contract -- is experience and refinement.
"We're trying to really push him specifically on the versatility," Quinn said in June. "... We're adding parts to his game that maybe we didn't use and we're certainly trying to explore that."
Davis's willingness to learn a new position impressed the staff and, combined with his progress, seems likely to secure his place on the roster. Davis's play thereafter will determine his future.
Kerrigan and defensive line coach Darryl Tapp have been working with Davis since the spring, spending time with him to drill the details of the position.
The extra effort has led to results.
"You never know how someone might respond to that, but he was all about it," Kerrigan said. "He's a big guy. He's a fast guy. He knows that he's got a skill set that translates well to the edge, so it's been really fun because he's got so much ability and he just keeps getting better every day with the technical aspect of it. That's what defensive line play and being on the line of scrimmage is largely about -- your technique and your fundamentals."
In the Commanders' preseason opener at the New York Jets, Davis played 19 defensive snaps and had back-to-back run stops from the edge in the first quarter.
"You're talking about a guy that's played off the ball the first three years of his career and put him on the line of scrimmage -- things start happening a lot faster," Kerrigan said. "So you got to learn different skills. Your hands have to be ready to attack quicker. You just got to be ready to trigger off the ball quicker. When you go from off the ball to on the ball, they're different worlds."
Against the Miami Dolphins in the Commanders' second preseason game, Davis batted a pass by quarterback Skylar Thompson in the second quarter. On consecutive plays in the third, he chased down quarterback Mike White for a hit and then strip-sacked him. Davis beat Dolphins tackle Patrick Paul (the brother of Commanders tackle Chris Paul) inside to bring down White and knock the ball loose; defensive end Andre Jones recovered it.
"That was a big step," Quinn said after the game. "When you put that much work in, it's nice to be rewarded for that. ... He's getting close to what we want to see. Even before the sack, he did a nice job on the keeper that was a rollout and you just felt his speed."
Rookie offensive tackle Brandon Coleman continues to be held out of team drills because of a pectoral injury he suffered before the preseason opener. The Commanders listed him as the starting left tackle on their first unofficial depth chart, but if he can't play in Sunday's preseason finale against New England, it's fair to wonder whether he'll start in Week 1.
In the meantime, he has focused on what he can do mentally to stay in sync with his linemates, taking note of their tendencies to try to make his return seamless.
"That chemistry more than anything is just the mental part of the game," Coleman said. "During camp, I saw how each interior player plays and how every tackle plays. When I watch film and watch them play, I see that, too, and make mental notes, like, 'Okay, this is how Nick [Allegretti] likes to play certain things' versus 'This is how Sam [Cosmi] likes to play certain things.' You got to be in communication with them all the time, which I've been doing. Just trying to stay on the same page as them."
Defensive tackle Johnny Newton, a second-round draft pick, did not practice again Wednesday because of his latest setback, which Quinn described as a soft-tissue injury not related to his recent foot surgery. Newton recovered from one Jones fracture before the draft but was found to have another Jones fracture in the other foot.
"We're going to try to ramp him up toward the end of this week and hopefully into practice for next week," Quinn said. "He's hit all the marks that we're wanting him to, but we're just trying to make sure there are no setbacks. He worked so hard, so I want to make sure we just don't miss one thing of it."
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Al Attles, longtime Warriors player, coach and executive, dies at 87
Attles, who led the team to the 1974-75 NBA title as a coach, worked in multiple capacities with the franchise for more than six decades.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-08-22

Al Attles, center, and Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry shake hands after Game 5 of the NBA basketball Western Conference finals against the Houston Rockets in Oakland, Calif. in 2015. (Ben Margot/AP)


Alvin Attles, the Basketball Hall of Famer who served as a player, coach and general manager for the Philadelphia and San Francisco/Golden State Warriors, died Tuesday at 87. The team announced his death Wednesday.
"Alvin Attles did not just epitomize what it meant to be a Warrior -- he was Mr. Warrior," the team said in a statement. "His tenacious playing style earned him the affectionate nickname of 'The Destroyer' on the court, but it was his gentle soul, grace and humility off the court that served as a guiding light for the organization for more than six decades."
A 6-foot guard from Newark, Attles played at historically Black North Carolina A&T before the Warriors, then based in Philadelphia, selected him in the fifth round of the 1960 NBA draft. As a player, he averaged 8.9 points, 3.5 rebounds and 3.5 assists over 711 regular season games in 11 seasons with the franchise. He was the team's second-leading scorer on the night in 1962 when Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points; Attles finished the 169-147 win over the New York Knicks with 17 points.
Attles began his run as the Warriors' head coach during the final two years of his playing career, which came after the franchise's move to the Bay Area in 1962. He took over as head coach midway through the 1969-70 season, becoming one of the first Black head coaches in the NBA.
Attles remained the team's coach after his 1971 retirement as a player and oversaw a sweep of the Washington Bullets for the 1974-75 NBA title. The following season, he led the team to a career-best 59 wins. Over 14 seasons, he became the franchise's winningest coach, posting 557 victories and a .518 winning percentage. Current Warriors coach Steve Kerr ranks second in franchise history with 519 wins.

Mr. Attles in 1968. (AP)



Mr. Attles as the Warriors coach in 1981. (Michael Maloney/San Francisco Chronicle/AP)


He transitioned to the front office in 1983 when he took over as general manager, a role he held for three seasons. Attles was most recently an ambassador for the team. His more than 60 years of service to the franchise represents the longest stint with a team for anyone in NBA history.
"Most of the great organizations with a lot of history have one player who everybody associates with that franchise," Kerr said in a statement. "Al Attles is that guy for us. He's the face of our franchise for many generations of Warriors fans. We're lucky to have him."
Attles's No. 16 hangs in the rafters at Chase Center in San Francisco; he is one of six Warriors to have his jersey number retired. He was inducted to the Bay Area Sports Hall of Fame in 1993 and was a member of the Basketball Hall of Fame's Class of 2019.
"As a player, coach, general manager, ambassador, and most of all, as a person, Alvin set the standards of professionalism and class by which we all strive to achieve," the Warriors said in their statement. "He leaves behind a profound legacy within the game of basketball and the Bay Area community, but especially as a family man and humanitarian. We mourn his loss alongside his wife, Wilhelmina, son Alvin, and all who knew and loved him."
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The NFL's new kickoff format has encouraging early returns
Through two full weeks of NFL preseason games, 78 percent of kickoffs have been returned and the league says "nothing has jumped out so far" on injuries.
By Mark Maske | 2024-08-21

Players for the Vikings and Raiders players line up for a kickoff during a preseason game Aug. 10 at U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. (Stephen Maturen/Getty Images) 


The NFL's new kickoff format was designed with two objectives. The architects of the revamped alignment intend for it to increase the sagging number of returns while aiming for a reduced injury rate more in line with that of a play from the line of scrimmage.
It amounts to perhaps a last, best attempt to keep the kickoff in the league, rather than have it be eliminated because of its danger or irrelevance. Two-thirds of the way through the NFL preseason, signs are encouraging that the new setup might be able to fulfill its dual mandate.
About 78 percent of kickoffs have been returned leaguewide through two weeks of the three-week preseason, plus the opening Hall of Fame Game. That's after only 22 percent of kickoffs were returned during the 2023 regular season -- and after none of the 13 kickoffs in February's Super Bowl between the Kansas City Chiefs and San Francisco 49ers were returned.
"It's just exciting," Atlanta Falcons Coach Raheem Morris said after his team's second preseason game Saturday in Baltimore. "To get the play back in the game was the number one goal. We did that. Now we've got to figure out some of the schematic things that's going to happen once the season starts, some of the twists, some of those things."
NFL leaders caution that the return rate generally is higher during the preseason. Even last year, about 63 percent of preseason kickoffs were returned. League officials nonetheless are encouraged.
"We've seen a lot more kicks returned," said Jeff Miller, the NFL's executive vice president of communications, public affairs and policy. "We've seen some more dynamic kicks, meaning big plays. And we've seen a greater distribution on where the drives are starting."
The average starting point for a team's drive after receiving a kickoff this preseason has been the 28.3-yard line. That's a 4.4-yard improvement on last year at this point. Eleven kickoffs have been returned beyond the receiving team's 40-yard line, nearly double the amount from the analogous point last year.
The NFL has not yet received injury data for the preseason. Allen Sills, the league's chief medical officer, said it's far too early to reach any conclusions, but he has seen nothing alarming to this point associated with the new kickoff.
"Obviously sample size really matters," Sills said during a video news conference this week. "So we've got to get some experience with this to be able to talk, really, about injury rates and compare sort of apples to apples. I will say nothing has jumped out so far. There haven't been any unusual findings in the first two weeks in terms of injury rates or types of injury. But obviously that's something that we'll continue to track closely."
According to league health and safety officials, the injury rate on the traditional kickoff format in recent years was about twice that of plays from the line of scrimmage; the concussion rate on kickoffs was up to four times that of plays from scrimmage.
Last season's low return rate came with a rule in effect that allowed the receiving team to make a fair catch of any kickoff inside the 25-yard line for what amounted to a touchback, with the ball being spotted at the 25. That rule was intended as a temporary measure to limit injuries by encouraging touchbacks and suppressing the return rate.
The new kickoff format was designed by the NFL's competition committee with input from special teams coaches. Team owners ratified the new rules in March on a one-year basis.
The new format borrows heavily from the XFL kickoff format and attempts to reduce the number of high-speed collisions by having the teams start closer to each other. The kicker lines up in his traditional spot, but the 10 other players on the kicking team begin on the other side of the field, only five yards from the nearest blockers on the receiving team. Those players can't move until the ball is touched by a returner or hits the ground.

The NFL's new kickoff model. (Michael Domine/The Washington Post) (Michael Domine/The Washington Post)


The ball is spotted at the 30-yard line on a touchback on a kick into the end zone. The designers of the new format project a regular season return rate of 55 to 60 percent. That projection would have been 85 to 90 percent, the architects of the format have said, if the rule had called for the ball to be spotted at the 35-yard line for a touchback as originally planned, creating a greater disincentive for the kicking team to send the ball into the end zone.
The spot of the touchback could be tweaked in the future. Dawn Aponte, the NFL's chief football administrative officer, said this week that the touchback spot is "not likely" to be moved to the 35-yard line before the regular season.

Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Skyy Moore returns a kickoff during a preseason game against the Detroit Lions. (Charlie Riedel/AP) 


"It is a one-year rule change," Aponte said. "So we anticipate to evaluate this throughout this season. ... With respect to teams kicking it through the end zone, [there's] still a lot to be seen as we head into the regular season and teams ... show what they're planning to do in regular season games versus what we're seeing in preseason."
The rules already have been modified to allow a 12th player to be on the field for the kicking team to hold the ball for the kicker if it blows off the tee multiple times in windy conditions; that player would have to leave the field immediately without participating in the rest of the play. Aponte said the league will "see if there's anything else that comes out ... that requires further adjustment" before the season, then will hope to avoid in-season modifications.
"Our objective is always to have the rule in place as we head into the season," Aponte said. "[But] I never say never. There's people above my pay grade that get to decide that. ... We will continue to evaluate it throughout the season. And anything that needs clarification, I think, will come out as need be."
Even the NFL's branding of the new kickoff is evolving. The league called it the "hybrid" kickoff initially but now refers to it as the "dynamic" kickoff. Meanwhile, teams and coaches continue to work their way through the particulars of the new format.
The Kansas City Chiefs, in one preseason moment of confusion, surrendered a safety on a kickoff return. The ball landed in the end zone but bounced back into the field of play, and returner Mecole Hardman grabbed it and brought it back into the end zone while kneeling. Under previous rules, the receiving team could be awarded a touchback without having to field a kick that landed in the end zone.
The Falcons opted against an onside kick attempt even in the final moments of a one-point defeat Saturday. A team must declare its intention to try an onside kick while trailing late in a game, at which point the alignment would revert to the traditional setup.
"You can kick the onside kick at the end," Morris said. "But I don't think that's worth it here in the preseason -- not getting their guys hurt and our guys hurt."
Teams may be holding back some of their better kickoff ideas, keeping things basic during the preseason to avoid tipping their hands to regular season opponents.
"It looks a little vanilla right now," Morris said. "It's just one of those things that's just exciting. It's the unknown for everybody. ... That's the topic of conversation across the league, across the media, across everybody. So we'll really get a real tell on it, what it looks like, once the season kicks off in September."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/08/21/nfl-kickoff-format-preseason-touchbacks/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-08-22
NFL PRESEASON
8 p.m. Indianapolis at Cincinnati >>> Prime Video
8:20 p.m. Chicago at Kansas City >>> NFL Network
MLB
1 p.m. Colorado at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
1 p.m. Cleveland at New York Yankees >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Tampa Bay at Oakland >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
7 p.m. Houston at Baltimore >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45), WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
10 p.m. New York Mets at San Diego >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
GOLF
7 a.m. Women's British Open, first round >>> USA Network
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Danish Golf Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour: BMW Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
7 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Boise Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores round of 16, second leg: Nacional at Sao Paulo >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 16, second leg: Boca Juniorsat Cruzeiro >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
11 a.m. ATP: Winston-Salem Open, early rounds; WTA: Monterrey Open and Tennis in the Land, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
11 a.m. U.S. Open qualifying, third round >>> ESPN2
1 p.m. U.S. Open qualifying, third round >>> ESPNews
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Rice at Florida State >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Arkansas at Michigan State >>> Big Ten Network
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
8 p.m. Grayson (Ga.) at Thompson (Ala.) >>> ESPN2
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL WORLD SERIES
3 p.m. International semifinal: Tokyo vs. Barquisimeto (Venezuela) >>> ESPN
7 p.m. U.S. semifinal: Henderson (Nev.) vs. TBD >>> ESPN
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NASA says data will guide return of stuck astronauts, but past tragedies loom large
The political implications for the White House are unmistakable even as NASA vows engineering and data alone will guide whether two astronauts return in the troubled Starliner.
By Christian Davenport | 2024-08-22

A view from SpaceX's Dragon Endeavor spacecraft shows Boeing's Starliner docked to the Harmony module's forward port on July 3. (NASA/AP)


As NASA weighs one of its most consequential decisions in years -- whether to fly home a pair of astronauts on Boeing's troubled Starliner spacecraft or on SpaceX's more proven Dragon capsule -- the specter of past tragedies looms large.
The agency has repeatedly said that the decision, which is expected to come by next week, will be guided by hard data, rigorous engineering analysis and the safety of NASA astronauts Sunita Williams and Barry "Butch" Wilmore. Also at stake: the prestige of the space agency and the reputation of Boeing.
There could be significant political consequences as well. Vice President Kamala Harris's role as head of the National Space Council puts her at the top of the nation's space policy hierarchy. And the orbital drama is playing out amid a tight presidential race against Donald Trump.
Harris has not said anything publicly on the Starliner situation, and the Space Council does not want "to influence a decision with two human lives at stake," said a person close to the Space Council, who spoke on the condition of anonymity as they are not authorized to speak publicly about internal deliberations. "It's not a policy decision, it's a technical decision."
Still, Harris is closely following the situation and is being kept updated on developments, officials with knowledge of the situation said.
Unlike many agencies in the federal government, NASA is afforded a rare level of independence that allows its leaders to make decisions that can be politically unpopular. The ethos of the agency was molded in part during the disasters of space shuttles Challenger and Columbia, which cost the lives of 14 astronauts combined, and imbued in the agency a culture of safety.
Given all that is at stake, NASA cannot afford to allow any sort of political influence to sway it, said Todd Harrison, an aerospace and defense analyst at the American Enterprise Institute.
"I have no doubt that the decision that's made will be a decision based on the safety of the crew first and foremost," he said. "I don't think politics would play any role in that."
He added, however, that "the Harris campaign is likely paying a lot of attention to it and watching it carefully. Because as chair of the Space Council, she's going to bear some culpability if something were to go tragically wrong."
Given the importance of the mission, the vice president and the Space Council should demonstrate more visible leadership to make it clear that "the process is serious, involves all of government and has presidential-level authorization," said Mark Albrecht, who served as the head of the Space Council under President George H.W. Bush. "This is not what I would call a profile in courage, competency or leadership."
The vice president's office did not respond to a request for comment. A NASA spokesperson said in a statement that "Vice President Harris and the National Space Council staff receive frequent updates on NASA's Boeing Crew Flight Test. While the National Space Council works closely with civil, national security, commercial, and international partners to advance the Nation's space priorities, it does not make operational spaceflight safety recommendations or decisions."
Starliner launched on June 5 for what was billed as an eight-day stay on the International Space Station to test how the vehicle performed with its first crew on board. As it approached the station, however, several of the thrusters failed, and the propulsion system suffered a series of helium leaks. The crew took manual control of the vehicle while engineers on the ground worked to shut off the thrusters and bring them back online.
In the weeks since, NASA and Boeing have tried to get to the root of the problem to ensure the return flight is safe. But there has been profound disagreement among the engineers that in an exceedingly rare occurrence has become public. Boeing has maintained that the vehicle is safe to fly. NASA has proceeded more cautiously, asking for additional tests and data before making its decision.
If the crew flies home with SpaceX instead, Starliner would return to Earth without anyone on board, NASA officials have said. Wilmore and Williams would then fly home as part of SpaceX's Crew-9 mission, which means NASA would be forced to bump two astronauts from that crew to make room for Williams and Wilmore for the ride home. That mission is scheduled to launch to the station in September, but it wouldn't return until February, meaning Wilmore and Williams mission would last about eight months total.
The deadline for a decision, however, is coming soon. NASA initially said that the batteries on the Starliner could last up to 45 days. They've since said the life of the batteries could be extended, but not indefinitely. "We're reaching a point where that last week in August, we really should be making a call, if not sooner," Ken Bowersox, NASA's associate administrator for space operations, said during a briefing last week.
The more time that has passed, the more NASA has said it is leaning toward using SpaceX's Dragon capsule, which has been ferrying crews to the station since 2020, to get the crew home.
That is a dramatic departure from how Boeing and NASA initially characterized the situation. They repeatedly said they had "confidence" in the Starliner and that they intended to allow Boeing to return Williams and Wilmore, despite the problems. Initially, the company downplayed the thruster failures and helium leaks as the sort of routine issues expected in a test flight.
"Those are pretty small issues to deal with, and we'll figure them out for the next mission," Mark Nappi, a Boeing vice president and Starliner program manager, said at the time. "I don't see those as significant at all."
More recently, NASA officials have said the open disagreement among the teams and the fact that they are taking their time making a decision is a sign of the lessons learned after the fatal space shuttle Challenger and Columbia disasters. Challenger exploded shortly after liftoff in 1986, while Columbia came apart as it returned to Earth in 2003. Subsequent investigations found the tragedies were caused as much by cultural issues within the agency that stifled internal dissent as the hardware failures.
"This robust exchange of viewpoints is a necessary aspect of the healthy safety culture that's important to the success of human spaceflight. I see that this is occurring as it should," Russ DeLoach, NASA's chief of safety and mission assurance, said during the briefing last week. "I've been hyper-focused on this concept of combating organizational silence. If you look at both -- Challenger and Columbia -- you can see cases where people had the right data or a valid position to put forward, but the environment just didn't allow it. ... I recognize that that may mean at times we don't move very fast because we're getting everything out."

Astronauts Barry "Butch" Wilmore and Sunita Williams were originally supposed to have an eight-day stay on the International Space Station to test how the Starliner performed with its first crew on board (AFP/Getty Images)


The astronauts, both of whom are retired Navy captains, have been briefed continuously, said Joe Acaba, the chief of the astronaut office, and will stay on the station as long as NASA needs them to and downplayed concerns about the difficulty of having a mission extended from eight days to eight months.
"They are receiving a lot of information that we are reviewing here on the ground," he said. "They will do what we ask them to do, and that's their job as astronauts."
He conceded that such a long extension is difficult, but he said it was something all astronauts prepare for.
"We are humans, and this is hard on crew members and their families, and we take that in account," he said. "But as professional astronauts they are prepared for this, and they're doing great."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/08/22/boeing-starliner-nasa-astronauts-dragon-spacex/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Who was Mike Lynch, the British tech entrepreneur in superyacht sinking?
The software millionaire was once considered Britain's version of Bill Gates. The yacht trip followed his acquittal on U.S. fraud charges related to a tech deal.
By Rachel Pannett, Adela Suliman | 2024-08-22

Entrepreneur Mike Lynch attends the TechCrunch Disrupt London conference in 2016. (John Phillips/Getty Images)


The body of Mike Lynch, a British technology entrepreneur, was among those recovered after a superyacht sank in a storm off the northern coast of Sicily, according to an Italian government official, speaking on the condition of anonymity in keeping with protocol.
Lynch, 59, was among six people declared missing after the British-flagged Bayesian sank this week with 12 passengers and 10 crew members on board. Fifteen people were rescued, and the chef's body was recovered during initial search efforts. Of the six people missing, five have since been identified; Lynch's 18-year-old daughter, Hannah, is the remaining missing person.
Lynch was born in Essex, England, to a firefighter from County Cork and a nurse from County Tipperary in Ireland. He went on to receive a doctorate from Cambridge University and made his fortune in tech.
He was once feted as Britain's version of Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates. He sold his company, Autonomy, to Hewlett-Packard for $11 billion in 2011 -- one of the biggest British tech deals at the time.
But he was subsequently accused of overvaluing the company and was charged in the United States with fraud. He spent more than a decade fighting legal battles before being acquitted by a jury in San Francisco in June.
After the verdict, Lynch told reporters he was "elated" and looking forward to "getting back to what I love most: my family and innovating in my field," Reuters reported.
The voyage on the Bayesian was intended to be a celebration of his legal victory, Britain's Telegraph newspaper reported, and members of his legal team were among those on board. In a coincidence, his co-defendant in the fraud case, Steve Chamberlain, died after being fatally struck by a car on Saturday while out running, Chamberlain's attorney said.
Lynch founded another company, Invoke Capital, in 2012 to invest in emerging tech companies across Europe, according to his LinkedIn profile. He was awarded an Order of the British Empire for Services to Enterprise in 2006, and was an adviser to the British government on matters of science and technology in 2011.

The Bayesian sank near Palermo, Italy, on Monday. (Perini Navi Press Office/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The British-flagged 183-foot luxury sailing yacht Bayesian is owned by Revtom, a firm controlled by Angela Bacares, Lynch's wife, and registered on the Isle of Man, documents show.
The Bayesian tilted and sank after being hit by ferocious weather around 4 a.m. Monday. Its 75-meter (246-foot) aluminum mast was the tallest of its kind in the world, according to Italian shipbuilder Perini, which built the yacht in 2008.
The yacht sank to a depth of more than 160 feet; it is believed that some passengers might have been trapped in their rooms. The first attempt by cave divers to search inside the yacht was unsuccessful, local rescue authorities said, because furniture was obstructing access to the bridge.
The name Bayesian refers to a statistical theory that assigns mathematical probabilities, such as the chance of rain tomorrow, according to Merriam-Webster. Lynch, who researched adaptive pattern recognition while at Cambridge, used the theory in his software to help companies sort troves of data.
Many of the guests on the yacht had personal, business or legal ties to Lynch.
Lynch's wife, Bacares, and daughter Hannah were on board the yacht. Bacares was among the 15 rescued after the sinking, and Hannah remained missing as of Thursday.
Chris Morvillo, whose body was pulled from the sunken wreckage, was a partner at the law firm Clifford Chance in New York and represented Lynch in the concluded legal battle. The body of Morvillo's wife, jewelry designer Neda Morvillo, was also pulled out of the wreckage, as were those of Jonathan Bloomer, chairman of Morgan Stanley International, and his wife, Judy Bloomer, a charity trustee.
Rescuers picked up Charlotte Golunski, a colleague of Lynch's, who saved her 1-year-old daughter from near-tragedy when she slipped from her mother's grasp in the furious waves. Her partner, James Emslie, was also among the rescued, according to local media reports.
Stefano Pitrelli in Rome contributed to this report.
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How to save your unspeakably precious voicemails permanently
If you're one of the many people who have treasured voicemails locked away on your phone, please: Take a few moments to save them elsewhere.
By Chris Velazco, Tatum Hunter | 2024-08-22

(iStock)


Vice President Kamala Harris and her husband, second gentleman Doug Emhoff, have a tradition on their wedding anniversary: listening to an awkward voicemail that Emhoff left Harris years ago.
Emhoff had called Harris at 8:30 a.m. after getting her number to set up a blind date, and the call went to voicemail, he told crowds during a speech at the Democratic National Convention on Tuesday.
"I just started rambling," Emhoff said. "'Hey, it's Doug. I'm on my way to an early meeting. Again, it's Doug.'"
It's a relatable tidbit for anyone who has felt the cold panic of unexpectedly hitting an answering machine -- or who's received a voice message they'll cherish forever. But not all cute-voicemail stories have happy endings. Plenty of precious recordings get lost when people clear their inboxes, reinstall a voicemail app or get a new phone.
If you're one of the many people who have treasured voicemails locked away on your phone, please: Take a few moments to save them elsewhere, just in case. Here's how to do it:
Note: Because Android phone makers customize their devices differently, the process for yours may vary from these instructions. If that's the case for you, let us know.
The software running on more basic devices, such as flip phones and the rugged devices that often get used on job sites, doesn't allow you to easily share those audio files. The same is true of smartphones that don't have a visual voicemail feature. If you dial in and listen to your messages, saving them somewhere more secure is a little trickier -- but far from impossible.
The easy way: Turn on your speakerphone, play the voicemail and record it on another device. Many smartphones or tablets have built-in voice memo or recorder apps that you can use free, should you have access to one of those devices. As for laptops, they almost certainly have a built-in microphone; you just need the right software. We recommend using the free app Audacity for Windows or Mac's built-in QuickTime Player to record the audio.
This method will do in a pinch, and it's certainly better than nothing. But if you want to capture those voicemails in the best quality possible -- as many readers told us after we first published this story -- you'll need some extra equipment.
The most important bit you'll need is a cable to connect your old phone and your computer. Depending on your phone's age, you may need a cable with a smaller 2.5mm end to fit into the tiny headset jacks used by classic flip phones and the like. The other end should look like a standard headphone connector. Plug that into the jack on your computer with the small microphone icon or pink trim.
Now, about that software: Fire up your recording app of choice and pick your phone as the "input"; it will probably be referred to as an external microphone, and it may take some trial and error to find it.
In Audacity, your phone (possibly with a different name) should appear in the drop-down menu next to the microphone icon. If you're using QuickTime on a Mac, click File, then New Audio Recording, then click the small down-facing arrow icon next to the record button, and select your phone.
Finally, start the recording by clicking the big red button in your app of choice, then press play on the voicemail on your phone. If everything came together correctly, you'll now have a high-quality copy of your precious voice message.
Once you've recorded the voicemail on the device of your choice, save it (sometimes this happens automatically) and put it somewhere for safekeeping. No matter how you save a copy of those voicemails, we recommend putting them in more than one place -- say, your computer, an external drive and in cloud storage -- just to be safe.
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Elon Musk's X reveals investors in court filing
A judge ordered Elon Musk's X to reveal its shareholders, showing who helped with his $44 billion purchase of the social media platform formerly called Twitter.
By Trisha Thadani | 2024-08-22

Elon Musk purchased Twitter, which changed its name to X last year, for $44 billion. A judge has ordered the company to disclose its list of shareholders. (Darko Vojinovic/AP)


SAN FRANCISCO -- A federal judge on Tuesday ordered Elon Musk's X to unseal the list of shareholders involved with X Holdings Corp., giving the public an official look at the investors who aided his $44 billion purchase of the social media platform previously known as Twitter in October 2022.
Shareholders named in the document include some of Silicon Valley's most prominent venture capitalists and entrepreneurs -- as well as a fund linked with hip-hop mogul Sean "Diddy" Combs.
The filing lists nearly 100 entities with a stake in X, although many appear to represent different funds controlled by the same firm or person. Other investors include venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz, Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal al Saud; Twitter founder and former CEO Jack Dorsey; and 8VC, a venture capital firm co-founded by Joe Lonsdale, co-founder of intelligence contractor and data analysis platform Palantir.
Lesser-known shareholders listed in the filing include UnipolSai S.P.A., an Italian financial services company based in Bologna. Many of the larger investors had previously been reported, but X had not publicly detailed its stakeholders before. X did not immediately return a request for comment.
X originally filed the list of investors under seal as part of a lawsuit brought in 2023 by former Twitter employees who alleged that the entrepreneur violated their arbitration agreements by failing to pay them certain fees after he bought the company. Attorneys for the nonprofit Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press filed a motion in July asking the court to unseal the records, on behalf of independent technology journalist Jacob Silverman.
On Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Susan Illston granted Silverman's motion to unseal the filing and ordered X to file an unredacted copy on the docket. The Washington Post downloaded an unredacted version of the filing from the court website on Wednesday. It's not clear when it was made available to the public.
Katie Townsend, legal director for the Reporters Committee, said in a statement that the court's ruling vindicates "the interest of the general public in knowing who owns X." In an earlier blog post after the motion requesting the records be unsealed was filed, Silverman wrote that "people have a right to know who owns a company with such a prominent role in shaping public discourse, both in the United States and around the world."
Musk, one of the most successful entrepreneurs in recent history, drew interest from investors large and small after he announced his bid to take over the platform. But there are indications that under his ownership X's business has struggled, potentially causing investors' stakes to lose value. X does not routinely release financial data.
Musk has launched new subscription options and an AI chatbot, but also made deep staff cuts and changes to content rules that experts say have made the platform home to more unsavory content that can repel users and advertisers.
This month, X filed suit against ad industry group the World Federation of Advertisers, alleging that its Global Alliance for Responsible Media initiative that offered recommendations on online safety was unfairly harming X revenue by recommending that companies hold back from buying ads on X. Days later, the project announced it would wind down, while still disputing X's allegations.
Fidelity said in a January filing that one of its mutual funds that had valued its stake in X at nearly $20 million in 2022 now judged it to be worth much less, at $5.6 million. Although banks typically sell off loans provided for takeovers, recent data from PitchBook LCD, a financial data firm, indicates that those that provided $13 billion of credit for Musk's Twitter deal have not done so, suggesting markets may have soured on X's prospects. The debt has remained "hung" for longer than any similar deal since the 2008 financial crisis, PitchBook said.
In recent weeks, Musk has seized on the presidential election as a way to attract more users to the platform and claimed last week that downloads of the X app reached an "all-time high." The tech entrepreneur, who endorsed former president Donald Trump last month, has courted a right-wing audience on the platform, raising concerns about how it will shape online discourse ahead of the election.
Researcher Aaron Schaffer and staff writer Will Oremus contributed to this report.
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Hacker who faked his death to avoid child support sentenced to prison
Jesse Kipf was sentenced to more than six years in prison after prosecutors said he hacked into a government system to create his own death certificate.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-08-22

(iStock)


Jesse Kipf died in January 2023, according to the state of his birth, Hawaii. But federal agents soon discovered that Kipf was really alive in Kentucky after he had hacked into and manipulated government databases to avoid paying a six-figure child support debt.
Kipf had stolen the credentials of a doctor from another state to gain access to Hawaii's death registry system and create and certify his own death certificate, according to prosecutors. Afterward, Kipf obtained a new identity and continued to sell stolen private information "to international buyers, including individuals from Algeria, Russia, and Ukraine," prosecutors said.
On Monday, Kipf, 39, was sentenced to six years and nine months in prison on computer fraud and aggravated identity theft charges, the U.S. attorney's office for the Eastern District of Kentucky announced Tuesday. Kipf, of Somerset, Ky., must also pay more than $195,700 in child support debt and damages he inflicted to government and corporate computer systems.
"This case is a stark reminder of how damaging criminals with computers can be, and how critically important computer and online security is to us all," Carlton Shier IV, the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Kentucky, said in a statement.
Kipf was indicted in November on five counts of computer fraud, three counts of aggravated identity theft and two counts of making false statements on applications in connection with federally insured financial institutions. Kipf pleaded guilty in the spring to one count of computer fraud and one count of aggravated identity theft in a deal that dropped his other charges.
Thomas Miceli, Kipf's attorney, told The Washington Post that he and Kipf "respect the court's decision."
Kipf had faced up to five years in prison for computer fraud and up to two years in prison for aggravated identity theft.
Miceli asked the court in a memorandum last week to sentence Kipf, who was born in Honolulu, to six years in prison. Miceli wrote in the memorandum that Kipf served on active duty in the U.S. Army between June 2006 and May 2009, including a deployment to Iraq from June 2007 to May 2008. Kipf divorced his wife -- the mother of his daughter -- in 2008 after about two years of marriage, Miceli said.
Miceli wrote in the memorandum that Kipf suffered "psychological trauma" from his military service, which "led to an increase in reckless and criminal behavior." Army officials did not return a request for service verification Wednesday evening.
"A 72 month sentence with repayment of a large sum of money should serve as a deterrent for anyone considering a similar crime," Miceli wrote.
The U.S. attorney's office for the Eastern District of Kentucky requested Kipf serve seven years.
Prosecutors wrote in a sentencing memorandum last week that Kipf owed more than $116,000 in child support to his daughter and her mother. Investigators found that Kipf searched on his laptop "California child support arrears father died," an apparent attempt to search whether child support is still owed after the father dies, and "Remove California child support for deceased," prosecutors wrote in the memorandum.
"By attempting to kill himself off to avoid child support obligations, the Defendant continues to re-victimize his daughter and her mother," prosecutors wrote.
In addition to the state of Hawaii's database, Kipf hacked into networks for the states of Arizona and Vermont and two large hotel chain vendors between June 2022 and June 2023, prosecutors said. Kipf also shared on internet forums ways to access states' death registry systems and private business networks for payments, according to prosecutors.
Kipf stole three people's identifications to commit wire fraud and computer fraud, prosecutors said, and he sold people's Social Security numbers, medical records and birth dates.
After the government registered his death, Kipf obtained a fake Social Security number to continue living his life under a new identity, prosecutors said.
"This case will serve as a warning to other cyber criminals," Shier, the U.S. attorney, said in the statement, "and he will face the consequences of his disgraceful conduct."
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New arrests in smuggling of migrants who died in a Texas truck
Guatemalan officials announced the dismantling of a smuggling ring behind the deadliest incident of its kind on U.S. soil, in which 53 migrants died.
By Arelis R. Hernandez, Mary Beth Sheridan | 2024-08-22

Police and other first responders respond to a tractor-trailer where dozens of migrants were found unconscious on June 27, 2022, in San Antonio. (Eric Gay/AP)


SAN ANTONIO -- Officials in Guatemala have arrested a man who investigators in the United States say played a pivotal role in the smuggling of dozens of migrants who died in the back of a sweltering tractor-trailer in Texas.
Interior Minister Francisco Jimenez posted a video Wednesday on the social platform X with images of a coordinated police operation that netted Rigoberto Ramon Miranda Orozco, head of the "Los Orozcos" organization.
Prosecutors in the United States simultaneously unsealed an indictment claiming he helped secure payments and worked with others to harbor and transport the migrants found in the back of a truck in 2022. In all, 53 migrants died after enduring extreme temperatures for hours. It was the deadliest incident of its kind on U.S. soil.
Authorities are seeking Miranda Orozco's extradition to the U.S.
"The message is we will pursue you, whether you're hiding here in the United States or hiding elsewhere," U.S. Attorney Jaime Esparza, of the Western District of Texas, said at a press briefing Thursday. "We will use all our resources to seek you out."
The deaths laid bare the devastating human toll of organized criminal smuggling during a time of record migration across the U.S.-Mexico border. Police in San Antonio were alerted after a nearby worker heard cries for help coming from inside the tractor-trailer stopped on an isolated strip of road near Interstate 35 -- Texas's busiest trucking corridor. Inside, they found dozens of people who were unconscious and hot to the touch.
The June 2022 tragedy ripped a scar from Texas to Central America as families across the hemisphere learned the fates of their loved ones from consular and U.S. officials. Most of the migrants from Mexico, Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador were young and pursuing dreams such as earning enough to build a home. Eleven migrants were injured but survived.
After the deaths, Guatemalan investigators interviewed families of the victims, who provided information about the smugglers, according to one official involved in the case. Guatemalan authorities then began to tap their phones, gaining reams of intelligence to build prosecutions.
Miranda Orozco was charged with six counts related to a conspiracy to smuggle people across the border illegally. Officials in Guatemala said six others were also arrested as part of the dismantling of the smuggling ring.
The arrests announced Wednesday highlight how both the United States and Guatemala have intensified their efforts to combat migrant smuggling in the past few years, and begun to cooperate more closely in investigations into the groups.
Guatemala has built an impressive wire-tapping capability in the past decade, with U.S. State Department funding, as part of an effort by crusading prosecutors to go after corrupt politicians and business leaders. The anti-corruption prosecutions have languished in the past few years, amid a backlash from the political elite. But the phone-tapping apparatus has proved crucial in developing cases against migrant smugglers.
In Texas, U.S. authorities have arrested a half-dozen people alleged to have been members of an organization that transported people who had crossed the border illegally from stash houses in Laredo to San Antonio. Court documents point to text messages between some of the men who knew the truck's air-conditioning unit was malfunctioning. Four pleaded guilty, and some are facing up to life in prison.
Court records allege that the accused smugglers worked in concert with smugglers in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico to move large numbers of undocumented immigrants to destinations throughout the United States.

Mourners visit a makeshift memorial to honor the victims and survivors of the human smuggling tragedy on July 6, 2022, in San Antonio. (Eric Gay/AP)


Police found the driver, Homero Zamorano, hiding in the brush near the truck the day of the discovery. He was indicted on charges that he knowingly participated in the smuggling scheme. Investigators allege that he was recruited to pick up an empty, 53-foot tractor-trailer at a San Antonio gas station and head south to a Laredo address sent via a messaging app, court documents said.
Prosecutors say at least 64 people hopped on, relinquishing their cellphones to organization members, who spread a powder inside to mask the smell of human cargo from U.S. Border Patrol dogs. After the three-hour trip through checkpoints, Zamorano allegedly drove to the solitary spot on Quintana Road and swung open the trailer doors to find the gruesome scene.
Responding law enforcement said there were no signs of water inside the trailer, where outside temperatures soared to above 100 degrees. The victims' ages ranged from 13 to 55. At least one was pregnant. Six of the dead were minors. Each paid between $12,000 and $15,000 to be smuggled into the country and to their destinations.
"As the temperature inside the trailer rose, chaos ensued," a federal grand jury indictment issued against Zamorano and three other defendants states. "Some aliens screamed and banged on the walls for help. Others kicked and clawed at the sides of the trailer attempting to escape. Most eventually passed out, unconscious."
Investigators say in court records that the other men involved fled the scene. Felipe Orduna-Torres, 29, who allegedly held the list of names of people to transport, and 54-year-old Armando Gonzales-Ortega, who helped load people into the truck, were indicted alongside Zamorano on conspiracy charges related to the transportation of aliens resulting in death or bodily injury.
Four others have pleaded guilty to various charges, including Christian Martinez of Palestine, Tex.; and Mexican nationals Riley Covarrubias-Ponce, Luis Alberto Rivera-Leal, and Juan Francisco D'Luna Bilbao. One other man was charged with unrelated weapons offenses.
Court records revealed that the organized group managed stash houses -- properties used for holding smuggled people -- on the border, coordinated and recruited truck drivers, and kept a fleet of smuggling vehicles on a private San Antonio lot. Members gave each undocumented immigrant a "code word" they could provide to their smugglers at different junctures of the journey to ensure they were paid customers, according to investigators.
"This association enabled the smugglers to consolidate costs, spread risk, and operate more profitably," the federal grand jury indictment against the driver and three others states.
A joint task force of federal agents has worked to dismantle U.S.-based smuggling rings in recent years, resulting in at least nine arrests tied to at least 19 smuggling attempts through South Texas.
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White House announces new money to fight lead contamination in school water
Advocates worry the funding does not go far enough but applaud attempts to test for and remediate lead in water provided to schoolchildren.
By Silvia Foster-Frau, Amudalat Ajasa | 2024-08-22

President Joe Biden discusses his commitment to removing lead pipes and ensuring clean drinking water throughout the country during an event at the Wilmington Convention Center in Wilmington, N.C., on May 2. (Madeline Gray for The Washington Post)


The White House on Thursday announced $26 million in new funding to test for and remove lead from water in schools and child care facilities, two months ahead of plans to publish a new rule requiring such testing at elementary and middle schools.
While there is no national requirement to test for lead in school water, states and localities that have chosen to test often find it. Lead in schools is frequently caused not by lead service lines, which are narrow pipes that serve households and small businesses, but by lead-laced plumbing and fixtures.
"We are making sure kids have a safe and healthy environment to learn and to grow and making sure everyone in this country can turn on the tap and drink clean water," said Natalie Quillian, a White House deputy chief of staff.
There is no safe level of lead exposure, according to health organizations such as the American Academy of Pediatrics. Drinking lead contaminated with water as a child can lead to developmental disabilities, behavioral issues and attention deficit disorders.
The new money is one of several buckets of funding addressing the ongoing problem of lead contamination in drinking water around the country. All 50 states and U.S. territories will be able to apply for the funding over the coming year.
Last year, the Environmental Protection Agency announced $58 million in lead testing grants for fiscal year 2022 and 2023.
The Biden administration has also been doling out $3 billion annually under the bipartisan infrastructure law to replace lead service lines, which predominantly affect households and not schools -- a small down payment on the more than $45 billion the EPA has said would be required to get rid of the nation's 9 million lead pipes.
For environmental and health advocates, Thursday's announcement is a positive step but fails to go far enough in solving the issue for the nation's schoolchildren.
"It is absolutely not enough money to make sure, with confidence, that when we send our children to school that their tap water is not contaminated," said Mona Hanna, a pediatrician and associate dean of public health at Michigan State University who 10 years ago helped expose a pervasive problem with lead in the water of Flint, Mich.
Hanna helped create the "Filter First" legislation in Michigan that requires every school and child care center to have lead-filtering water fountains. The program, adopted in October, will cost Michigan an estimated $78 million, depending on the number of filters already installed, she said.
The effort is part of a movement to replace funding for testing school water with money to first install filtered water fountains, which some advocates argue is more cost-effective and will more quickly stop children from drinking lead-filled water in school than rounds of testing.
Sarah Malik is a parent in Houston whose school district tested taps last year and discovered nearly a third of schools had lead levels above 15 parts per billion, which is the level that the EPA has set to trigger lead treatment protocols.
At the time, her daughter was in second grade and in a school where lead was found in several of the taps.
"We'd send her to school with multiple bottles of water. She'd tell her friends, 'Don't drink the water; it's toxic,'" Malik said.
Malik moved her daughter to a private school this year. She said she wanted the federal government to require schools to remove lead from the water once it's discovered and within a short time frame.
"Any funding toward this is good, but just testing alone without any plan forward is useless," said Malik.
In October, the EPA plans to release a proposal requiring that within the next five years, utilities test for lead at all middle and elementary schools -- where younger children more vulnerable to lead are enrolled -- and that they offer testing to high schools.
"This is without question something that this country has underinvested in nationwide for decades," said Quillian. "So it is going to take some time, but I think all that we have pushed for ... to get additional resources devoted to lead pipes is the only way we're going to get from here to having clean drinking water for everybody."
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She died in a hospital. Her mom wasn't told for a year, lawsuit alleges.
Staff did not tell Jessie Peterson's family about her death for more than a year after she died at a hospital in Sacramento, California, the lawsuit alleges.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-08-22

A year after staff at a Sacramento hospital told Ginger Congi that her daughter had been discharged, Congi allegedly learned that her daughter had actually been in a morgue. (iStock) 


When Ginger Congi called Mercy San Juan Medical Center in April 2023, looking for her daughter, staff at the Sacramento hospital allegedly said her daughter had been discharged.
Jessie Peterson, 31, had been admitted to the hospital days earlier after experiencing a diabetic episode, according to a lawsuit filed this month in Sacramento County Superior Court. Now, she had disappeared. Congi searched for Peterson for over a year, reporting her as missing to the county sheriff's office and federal law enforcement, the lawsuit states.
It was only this April that Congi said she learned where her daughter was: decaying in a cold storage facility.
Peterson had died at Mercy San Juan days after being admitted, and her body was sent to a warehouse morgue, according to the lawsuit. Hospital staff allegedly never informed Peterson's family of her death.
When the family recovered Peterson's body, it was so badly decomposed that she couldn't be identified by her tattoos and an open casket funeral was impossible, according to the lawsuit. Mercy San Juan hospital allegedly never apologized.
The lawsuit filed by Congi and two of Peterson's sisters against Dignity Health, which operates Mercy San Juan, seeks tens of millions of dollars in damages for how the hospital allegedly treated Peterson's body and failed to notify her family of her death.
"It's just inexcusable negligence," Marc Greenberg, an attorney for Congi, told The Washington Post.
Dignity Health spokeswoman Christina Zicklin declined to comment. "We extend our deepest sympathies to the family during this difficult time," she said.
Peterson was a "loving and energetic" person who grew up in Sacramento and attended Sierra College, according to her family's lawsuit. She was diagnosed with Type I diabetes at the age of 10.

Jessie Peterson in an undated family photo. (Courtesy of Marc Greenberg) 


Congi last heard from her daughter on April 8, 2023, two days after Peterson was admitted to Mercy San Juan, according to the lawsuit. That afternoon, Peterson allegedly called Congi asking to be picked up because she wanted to leave. Peterson sounded to Congi like she was doing better, Greenberg said, and Congi encouraged her to continue recovering at the hospital. She promised her daughter that she would visit.
Peterson died at Mercy San Juan about two hours later, the lawsuit states.
Peterson had previously been hospitalized at Mercy San Juan after diabetic episodes, Congi was listed as her next of kin and hospital staff had contact information for Congi, according to the lawsuit. In December 2022, a social worker and case manager at the hospital had called Congi about her daughter's hospitalization, the lawsuit alleges.
Despite these facts, Congi alleges that the hospital did not call her after Peterson died. The facility also allegedly did not issue a death certificate for Peterson for almost a year, violating a California law that requires a physician to do so within 15 hours of a person's death.
The day after her death, Mercy San Juan transported Peterson's body to a morgue and left her on a numbered shelf, according to the lawsuit.
When Congi called Mercy San Juan on April 11, 2023, and asked for Peterson, she was told that "there is no one here by that name," the lawsuit alleges. Congi claims in the lawsuit that hospital staff eventually told her that Peterson had left the facility against doctors' advice.
Congi and the rest of Peterson's family launched a desperate search, believing their loved one was alive but missing, the lawsuit alleges. Family members handed out fliers to local authorities and were initially relieved to learn that the Sacramento County Coroner's Office had not received Peterson's remains, the lawsuit states.
The fruitless search ended on April 12 when a detective with the Sacramento County Sheriff's Office told Congi that Peterson had died, according to the lawsuit. Congi was allegedly contacted three days later by staff at East Lawn Mortuary, who told her that her daughter's body was in a storage facility.
Congi then spoke by phone with a Mercy San Juan doctor who cared for Peterson on the day of her death and completed her death certificate a year later, according to a report from the hospital obtained by The Post. The doctor wrote that Peterson's family members "have specific questions about what may have taken this long for hospital to notify the death of their family member as it has been about a year."
"I did not attempt to answer this question," the doctor wrote.
Peterson's death certificate, issued on April 4, states that she died of cardiac arrest. The hospital's delay in reporting Peterson's death to her family made it impossible for the family to seek an autopsy to rule out medical malpractice, the lawsuit alleges.
Greenberg said the family is still reeling from the ordeal.
"They're struggling," he said. "... When they now think of Jessie, what comes to mind is [her] laying in a body bag for a year."
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Police spied on Ore. activists as they planned protests, movie nights, ACLU alleges
The lawsuit argues that the police department maintains extensive files documenting community groups' and activists' online activity throughout the state.
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-08-22

People protest outside the Mark O. Hatfield U.S. Courthouse in July 2020 in Portland, Ore. (Paula Bronstein for The Washington Post) 


For years, police in Medford, Ore., spied on progressive activists as they planned pro-choice rallies, protested police brutality and celebrated Juneteenth, according to a lawsuit filed Tuesday by the American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon.
The group alleges that the surveillance violated a 1981 Oregon statute that prohibits law enforcement from collecting information about the political, religious or social views or activities of any individual, group or business unless it "directly relates" to a criminal investigation.
The lawsuit, filed in Jackson County Circuit Court, claims that the Medford Police Department maintains extensive files documenting community groups' and activists' online activity throughout the state. That allegedly includes dossiers on the suit's three plaintiffs: Rogue Valley Pepper Shakers, a group that says it combats religious bigotry; Stabbin' Wagon, a group that focuses on drug-use harm reduction; and Melissa Jones, an Oregon activist and former executive director of Stabbin' Wagon.
Public records requests show that Medford police collected screenshots of activists' and groups' social media posts and directed officers to scour individuals' and organizations' social media accounts in search of their plans, the lawsuit says. It asks that the court "put a stop to Medford's unlawful conduct and to uphold Oregon law."
"The Medford Police is blatantly disregarding a three-decades-old state law that prohibits this type of surveillance. Their doubling down is a bald display of impunity from those we trust to enforce the law," Kelly Simon, legal director at the ACLU of Oregon, said in a statement. "This abuse of power without fear of accountability is chilling and must be stopped."
Medford city attorney Eric Mitton rebuked the lawsuit's claims, saying in an email to The Washington Post that the police department reviews "publicly-available information on social media channels" to serve public safety interests, not gather information about political, religious or social views of any individuals, as barred by law.
Mitton said that the police department's use of social media channels around protests and rallies focuses on potential traffic disruptions, possible breaches of peace, potential conflicts between protesters and counterprotesters, and risks of property damage or violence. Mitton pointed to a protest of police brutality in June 2020 as an example of why "being prepared is essential."
"The city was able to reroute traffic and help mitigate conflicts between counterprotesters and protesters," Mitton said.
The lawsuit describes the police department monitoring activists around the same time, when protests erupted across the country after the May 2020 murder of George Floyd, an unarmed Black man killed by White Minnesota police officer Derek Chauvin. The Medford Police Department responded "by actively and unlawfully collecting information from progressive activists' social media accounts regarding those activists' plans" to protest for racial justice, the ACLU of Oregon complaint states.
Three weeks after Floyd's murder, a Medford Police Department detective emailed an employee with the subject line "intel," directing the employee to collect information on progressive groups' plans for Juneteenth, according to the lawsuit.
The detective "stated that she had been 'doing [her] own sneaking' to try to determine how progressive groups intended to commemorate Juneteenth," and pointed to a "drive-in movie that is happening Friday at the YMCA that's part of Juneteenth," the lawsuit added.
When Chauvin's murder trial approached in February 2021, a senior Medford Police Department officer directed further monitoring of activists' activities because a possible acquittal was "likely to spark another large scale set of protests" and asked an employee to "do some digging around on social media," the lawsuit stated. The employee confirmed that she had been monitoring social media accounts of local activists, the lawsuit added.
And when the Supreme Court's move to overturn Roe v. Wade became clear in 2022, the police department collected information on who planned to attend an abortion rights rally, and what other events those activists had organized and attended, the lawsuit stated.
The police department had infiltrated activists' private online groups, too, the lawsuit alleged. A March 2021 email from one police department employee to another discussed an upcoming protest regarding a local jail's covid-19 outbreak, according to the lawsuit. "Disturbingly, [the employee] somehow knew that 'this event is not being advertised on social media (or other public channels) and is being shared solely via direct message,'" the lawsuit states.
Records show that by 2023 the Medford Police Department was paying an analyst to "continuously monitor and maintain records about activists' social media and political activity in Jackson County," the lawsuit stated, "despite such individuals and organizations having no connection to criminal activity nor being connected to any criminal investigation."
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In legal battle over emotional support parrots, woman wins $165,000
Meril Lesser faced eviction from her New York City co-op as neighbors complained about noise from her apartment, where she kept the three birds.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-08-22

Parrots groom each other at an aviary in Chantilly, Va., in 2020. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Meril Lesser had been living with emotional support parrots for years when in 2015, neighbors began to complain that the birds were too noisy.
About a year later, the New York City co-op where Lesser had lived for nearly two decades started trying to evict her. She and her three parrots -- Layla, Ginger and Curtis -- moved out.
The disagreement over the birds prompted a years-long legal battle, which concluded this month when Lesser's co-op agreed to pay her $165,000 in damages and $585,000 for her apartment to resolve the issue.
In a statement, Damian Williams, U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, described the agreement as "the largest recovery the Department of Justice has ever obtained for a person with disabilities whose housing provider denied them their right to have an assistance animal."
"This outcome should prompt all housing providers to consider carefully whether their policies and procedures comply with federal law," Williams said.
Peter Livingston, an attorney for the co-op, the Rutherford, said in a statement Wednesday that the co-op was "very pleased with the settlement."
Lesser declined to comment.
Emotional support animals -- and the places they can go, from airports to schools -- have been the subject of scrutiny and legal challenges in recent years. In 2021, the federal government narrowed its definition of service animals, effectively excluding emotional support animals from those allowed on U.S. air carriers. Unlike service animals, emotional support animals are not required to be trained.
Lesser, who has anxiety and depression, moved into the Rutherford with two of her parrots in 1999, according to a lawsuit filed by the federal government in 2021. The birds "soothe and comfort" Lesser, making her feel safe and helping her stay calm during debilitating panic attacks, federal prosecutors wrote. At the time, according to the lawsuit, the building had no processes for evaluating residents' requests to live with emotional support animals.
For 16 years, Lesser's neighbors never complained about noise from the parrots, prosecutors said.
But in May 2015, Lesser received a letter from her management company saying it had gotten complaints that the parrots were making noise in her apartment, according to the lawsuit. Lesser had gotten a third parrot five months earlier.
In response to the letter, Lesser promised to plug open outlets and install more carpeting in her apartment to muffle any noise.
Between October 2015 and March 2016, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection inspected Lesser's apartment 15 times in response to complaints but did not issue any noise violations, according to prosecutors.
But the dispute between Lesser and the Rutherford continued. In March 2016, Lesser requested an accommodation from the co-op board to keep the parrots and included a letter from her psychiatrist.
"All three birds must be present as they are long-term companions of each other and cannot be separated without negative consequences," the physician wrote in the letter, adding that the parrots' presence helped "mitigate the mental health symptoms" Lesser experienced.
That, too, failed to resolve the matter. In May 2016, the co-op gave Lesser a termination notice, asking her to vacate within two weeks, according to the complaint.
The Rutherford began eviction proceedings in June, and Lesser and the birds moved out the next month.
In 2018, Lesser filed a complaint with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, which later found that the co-op had violated the Fair Housing Act by not granting her an accommodation to keep the emotional support animals.
Over these years, the co-op had continued the eviction proceedings against Lesser and had started to add legal fees to the utility bills that she was still paying for the apartment, the complaint alleges. After Lesser listed her unit for sale in 2019, the co-op's board denied an application to purchase it without interviewing the potential buyer -- a decision that prosecutors allege was an act of retaliation.
Under the agreement approved by a judge Friday, the co-op must dismiss the eviction proceedings against Lesser and adopt a "reasonable accommodation policy" for residents who want to live with assistance animals, prosecutors said.
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New Orleans ordered to pay $1 million to teen sexually assaulted by officer
A federal jury found the city of New Orleans responsible for what a police officer did to a 15-year-old in 2020.
By Jessica Contrera, Jenn Abelson | 2024-08-22

Nicole, right, and her mother filed a civil rights lawsuit against the city of New Orleans in 2021. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


The city of New Orleans was ordered by a federal jury to pay $1 million on Wednesday to a teen who was sexually assaulted by one of its police officers. The verdict was delivered after three hours of deliberation in a civil rights trial where the jury found the New Orleans Police Department failed to properly vet and supervise Officer Rodney Vicknair.
Vicknair, who died in prison earlier this year, spent months grooming the teen after being dispatched to her home for a sexual assault investigation when she was 14.
The Washington Post does not identify victims of sexual assault without their consent. With her permission, The Post is referring to the teen by her middle name, Nicole.
"We hope that the New Orleans Police Department takes this verdict as a wake-up call and ensures that no other officer uses the privilege of their badge and uniform to sexually abuse members of our community," said Nicole's attorney, William Most.
The city's attorneys declined to comment.
In emotional testimony this week, Nicole, now 19, described the lasting impact of the abuse she endured in 2020: disdain for the parts of her body Vicknair told her he liked, nightmares in which the officer's arms wrap around her and fear of even seeing a police cruiser drive by. When she had a serious kidney infection, she said, she avoided going to the hospital because that was where Vicknair began grooming her. Though she once wanted children of her own, she no longer feels equipped to be a parent because she is afraid she won't be able to keep her kids safe.
"Growing up, you're taught in schools 'officers are always there to help,'" Nicole testified. "The trust that I had has been taken away from me."

A 2017 photo of New Orleans police officer Rodney Vicknair. (New Orleans Police Department)


Much of the three-day trial centered on the steps police leaders took -- and didn't take -- after learning of concerns about Vicknair's behavior.
Though Judge Carl J. Barbier initially dismissed the teen's claims that the city improperly supervised Vicknair, he reversed his decision after a Post investigation revealed that NOPD's top official at the time, Shaun Ferguson, had been texted about "potential sexual abuse of a minor by an officer" five days before Vicknair locked Nicole in his truck and sexually assaulted her.
Ferguson, who declined to comment to The Post after his testimony Wednesday, told jurors that he did not recall relaying the message to his staff after receiving it on a Friday. He claimed that the sender of the text, Susan Hutson, told him she had already been in touch with the police department's internal affairs department.
But both Hutson, who served as the city's independent police monitor at the time, and Arlinda Westbrook, the head of the NOPD internal affairs department, testified that they never spoke over that weekend. Hutson was expecting Ferguson to take action; Westbrook said Ferguson never contacted her about the text.

Shaun Ferguson, then the New Orleans Police Department's superintendent, is seen in 2022. In 2020, he received a text from the city's independent police monitor about "potential sexual abuse of a minor by an officer" days before the teen's assault. (Kevin Mcgill/AP)


The city's current police monitor, Stella Cziment, testified that hours before the final assault occurred, she was told by NOPD's internal affairs department that an arrest warrant had already been issued for Vicknair. But officials did not arrest, monitor or take action to remove Vicknair from duty until two days later.
"Nothing was done to keep him away from [the victim]," Most, Nicole's attorney, said in his closing statement. He asked the jury to award Nicole $8 million in damages.
The jury found the city violated Nicole's civil rights by hiring Vicknair in the first place. NOPD's current police chief testified that she would not hire someone with Vicknair's background today.
Nicole's lawyers showed jurors a poster board that chronicled seven arrests of Vicknair, unveiling them one at a time.
The year before he applied to the department in 2006, deputies in another parish charged him with aggravated assault and confiscated his knife and gun. The charges were later dropped. Vicknair had also been convicted of simple battery on a juvenile -- a conviction that three of his family members told The Post was the result of previous sexual contact with a minor.
The verdict against the city comes as NOPD is working to end more than a decade of federal monitoring and reforms under a Justice Department consent decree.
City attorney Corwin St. Raymond referenced those reforms in his closing argument, saying NOPD had spent millions of dollars to improve its policing.
Calling Vicknair a "piece of trash," St. Raymond said there was nothing the department could have done to predict his behavior.
"On behalf of the city, I am truly sorry this happened to you," he said, turning toward Nicole.
While saying he wasn't blaming the victim, St. Raymond then recounted all the instances when he said Nicole and her mother could have come forward about Vicknair sooner.
"Tracking him or surveilling wouldn't have prevented an assault," the city attorney said.
Following the verdict, Cziment, the city's police monitor, said in a statement: "This case demonstrates the danger of failing to recognize and respond to red flags warning of potential sexual misconduct within a police department. When leadership stated that grooming is not illegal, it signaled a leadership and culture failure on the part of the NOPD."
Last year, Vicknair was sentenced to 14 years in prison. Shortly after, he was diagnosed with a fast-growing brain tumor. He served less than six months behind bars before his death.
When he pleaded guilty, he admitted that when he first met Nicole, he offered to be her friend and mentor.
But on the first day he encountered her, and spent hours with her in the hospital while she waited for a rape examination, the officer showed her multiple photos of a young woman dressed only in lingerie, took a picture of the teen without her consent and gave her his personal cellphone number. His actions were recorded by his body camera and observed by another officer. No action was taken.
In the months that followed, Nicole testified, the 53-year-old officer began visiting and groping her while on duty. She said he exposed himself to her on FaceTime and hit her with his department-issued baton.
After Nicole's therapist made a complaint to the city's independent police monitor, who sent the text to Ferguson warning of "potential sexual abuse of a minor by an officer," NOPD waited three days to begin looking into the matter.
During the investigation, Vicknair was not removed from duty, even after a detective saw a photo of Vicknair, in uniform, pressing Nicole into his body and texts in which the officer called the 15-year-old sweetie, honey, buttercup, baby girl and boo.
In one text reviewed by the detective, Nicole called Vicknair a "stalker."
The officer replied, "You like it."
Five more days passed before Nicole was questioned by a trained forensic interviewer. During that week, Vicknair later admitted, he visited Nicole on duty, then returned after work and assaulted her in his locked truck. He also admitted to groping her on other occasions and requesting and receiving sexually explicit photos of her.
In its investigation published earlier this year, The Post found that sexual abuse of children by predatory law enforcement officers is a nationwide problem. The Post identified at least 1,800 state and local law enforcement officers who were charged with crimes involving child sexual abuse from 2005 through 2022.
Teenage girls like Nicole were the children most frequently targeted by officers. Police and court documents show that abusive officers often spent months befriending and grooming kids. Many used the threat of arrest or physical harm to make their victims comply.
Vicknair was the sixth New Orleans officer convicted of crimes involving child sexual abuse since 2011. Earlier this year, another NOPD officer was arrested for alleged actions with a teenager he met while responding to a car accident. According to local media reports, he returned to the 17-year-old's home and ordered him to strip.
For Nicole, the verdict Wednesday may not be the end of her legal battle with the police department. The city can still appeal the jury's findings.
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The ground-breaking normalcy of Doug Emhoff
Second gentleman Emhoff has stepped into the role of supportive political spouse without attempting to redefine the position. That's the beauty of it all. 
By Robin Givhan | 2024-08-21

Second gentleman Doug Emhoff speaks during day two of the Democratic National Convention. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


The second gentleman has charmed a significant portion of the electorate by stepping into the role of supportive spouse as his wife's political fortunes have flourished. He has put aside his own career as an attorney so as not to create any conflicts of interest; he has accompanied his wife on business trips and dutifully busied himself while she was engrossed in high-powered meetings; he has leaned into his soft power, recognizing that whatever he stands in front of will benefit from the spotlight that follows him. So he has decided to speak about antisemitism when the microphones are placed before him. He's done all this while publicly conveying warmth and good humor.
Doug Emhoff has stepped into a role that has always been occupied by a woman. He is Vice President Kamala Harris's secret weapon, her better half, the person who was tasked Tuesday night with humanizing her to those tuning in to the Democratic National Convention.
Emhoff has done all this without attempting to break the mold or redefine the position. That's the beauty of it all. He hasn't forgone any of the odd or awkward spousal traditions or dismissed them as silly or frivolous or any of the other demeaning terms that are so often used to characterize work traditionally done by women. He simply seems to have asked himself whether he is up to the task.
In 2021, as Harris was settling into her job as vice president, she made one of her first official foreign trips accompanied by Emhoff. They were in Paris, and while Harris was doing those things that vice presidents do -- meeting with heads of state, discussing national security -- Emhoff spent time with Brigitte Macron, wife of French President Emmanuel Macron. He took in an exhibition at the Petit Palais. He popped into a bakery in the Marais. He visited a culinary institute where students were learning cooking techniques, and he perused metal pans lined with croissants. These are the typical activities -- along with visits to elementary schools, musical performances and historical sites -- scheduled for spouses of presidents, prime ministers and other leaders. This is what they are expected to do and so, this is what Emhoff did.
His decision to follow tradition is an acknowledgment that whether one is a second lady or a second gentleman, the role has value just as it is and does not require a masculine reinvention to make it more contemporary or worthy of respect. Besides, it has already been reshaped from its earliest iterations. Emhoff walks a path blazed by women including Lynne Cheney and Jill Biden, who continued to teach during her years as second lady -- along with her time in the White House. Biden changed the rules so Emhoff can teach at Georgetown Law School.

Emhoff hugs his son Cole. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Emhoff has been exuberant in his support for Harris as she pursues the presidency. He approaches campaigning for the Harris-Walz ticket as a gift rather than a duty. Before his speech at the convention in Chicago, Emhoff was introduced with a film narrated by his son Cole and produced by his ex-wife Kerstin Emhoff. The film provided a thumbnail sketch of the second gentleman's biography, and it devoted the bulk of its time to images of Emhoff as a young man, a new father, a swooning romantic and a supportive spouse to Harris. There was a brief mention of his talent as a lawyer, but mostly the film focused on Emhoff in relation to his wife and his children.
When women's stories are told, they're often centered around women's maternal roles -- what is often referred to, for better or worse, as their most important job, their proudest accomplishment, the thing that made them whole. Men are rarely considered primarily as fathers. That's a shame because the unconditional love and support that fathers give to their children might be different from that of a devoted mother, but is no less potent.
Onstage in Chicago, Emhoff described Harris as the rock of their blended family, but he was the evening's designated flag-bearer of home and hearth. His first order of business was to acknowledge his family. He hugged Cole, who'd introduced him and who was dressed in a simple black suit that at a glance was indistinguishable from his father's. They were a matching pair. And then Emhoff pointed upward to the seats where his parents Barbara and Mike Emhoff were sitting, along with his ex-wife and his daughter Ella. With her slicked back bob and her plaid Thom Browne suit with its red, white and blue grosgrain ribbons on the sleeves of the jacket, Ella Emhoff had the look of hipster patriot. She framed a heart with her fingers and hoisted a placard reading "Doug" high. Emhoff referred to them as his "big, beautiful, blended family."
It's a family that's representative, not of a single nuclear unit, but of the myriad ways in which Americans surround themselves with people that they love and who love them back. It's a family in which the first wife came to the defense of the second wife when she was maligned by her political competitor Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) as lacking a stake in the country's future because she was "childless." It's a family that Hollywood might play for laughs or high drama, but one that in reality, Harris has described as harmonious.

The family of second gentleman Doug Emhoff watches his speech at the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 20 in Chicago. From left are his ex-wife Kerstin Emhoff in a striped jacked, daughter Ella Emhoff, mother Barbara Emhoff and father Mike Emhoff. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


In this family, which is all families, there are ambitions and compromises. Harris loves to cook and organize Sunday dinner; she also seeks to be the commander in chief. Voters look at Harris and wonder if she's up to the task.
Emhoff once worked odd jobs, including one at McDonald's, to finance law school. "I worked hard as a lawyer and I loved being a lawyer," he told the crowd at the convention. Perhaps it's an easy choice for some to give up a job that they love to support the person that they love, but there's still something worth mourning in that exchange. And so the country looks at Emhoff and marvels that he deigns to serve in a background role.
This is family; this is normal. This is politics; this is extraordinary.
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Ford revamps electric vehicle strategy with push into hybrids
The automaker's EV division has been losing money, but pivoting from all-electric vehicles to hybrid technology could cost Ford up to $1.9 billion more.
By Maxine Joselow, Aaron Gregg | 2024-08-22

A line of 2024 F-150 and Lightning electric pickup trucks at a Ford dealership in Denver in May. (David Zalubowski/AP)


Ford is revamping its money-losing electric vehicle business, retreating from some plans for all-electric vehicles and instead prioritizing the development of hybrid technology, the automaker announced Wednesday.
The announcement underscores the challenges facing U.S. automakers as they seek to boost sales of EVs, a crucial technology in the fight against climate change, despite flagging consumer demand, supply chain challenges and increased competition with Chinese carmakers.
Ford is scuttling plans for a three-row electric SUV and spending less of its total resources on all-electric vehicles, with annual capital expenditures dedicated to pure EVs declining from about 40 percent to 30 percent.
Still, executives said production will begin on an all-electric commercial van in 2026. The automaker also has plans for two more electric pickups and long-range SUVs.
Ford is responding to consumer preferences, company executives said, as many drivers remain concerned about a lack of EV charging infrastructure and affordable EV models.
"We learned a lot ... about what customers want and value, and what it takes to match the best in the world with cost-efficient design, and we have built a plan that gives our customers maximum choice and plays to our strengths," chief executive Jim Farley said in a statement.
Ford is shifting to hybrid technologies for its next three-row SUVs and will take a $400 million write-down for "certain product-specific manufacturing assets," the automaker said in a news release. The company warned that it may also see "additional expenses and cash expenditures" of up to $1.5 billion.
"We could not put together a vehicle that met our requirement of being profitable in the first 12 months," Chief Financial Officer John Lawler said on a Wednesday call with reporters and analysts. "If these vehicles are not profitable based on where the customer is, we will pivot and adjust and make those tough decisions, and that's what we've done."
The announcement deals another blow to President Joe Biden's ambitious goal of electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids accounting for half of new car sales by 2030. It comes as EVs have emerged as a flash point in the 2024 election, with former president Donald Trump repeatedly bashing the technology.
"Unfortunately, the administration's goals of getting to over 50% market share for EVs by the end of the decade were always bit overoptimistic as were the announced targets by most automakers including Ford, [General Motors] and Stellantis," Sam Abuelsamid, an auto analyst at the market intelligence firm Guidehouse Insights, said in an email.
"The inability of Ford to develop a competitive, profitable lower-cost EV in the near term is likely to be a major challenge going forward as it faces increased competition from the likes of Hyundai and Kia as well as the future potential from Chinese [automakers]," Abuelsamid added.
Though electric vehicles have come down in price, industry data show they still command higher upfront costs. In the past two years, the average price of an EV fell $8,500, or 13.1 percent, to $56,520, according to Cox Automotive. Though that number does not account for tax credits. By comparison, a new gas-powered or hybrid will run about $47,800.
"I think we will see that [EV] price continue to go down," said Stephanie Valdez Streaty, director of strategic planning at Cox Automotive.
The outcome of the election has important implications for federal EV policies, including a tax credit of up to $7,500 for EV buyers. During a campaign stop in Pennsylvania on Monday, Trump said he had not made "any final decisions" on the subsidy.
"I'm a big fan of electric cars, but I'm a fan of gasoline-propelled cars, and also hybrids and whatever else happens to come along," Trump said.
Ford also said Wednesday that it is delaying production of an electric pickup truck at a Tennessee plant to 2027. Production at the new $5.6 billion plant outside Memphis was initially expected to begin next year.
"In effect, this shifts back a new generation of Ford EVs from 2025 to 2027 -- at the very least," said Corey Cantor, a senior associate for EVs at BloombergNEF, an energy research organization.
Ford's website still proclaims "the electric era is here," touting fully electric models like the Mustang Mach-E and the F-150 Lightning pickup. But the company's electric division reported a $1.1 billion loss, which it attributed in part to "ongoing industry-wide pricing pressure on first-generation electric vehicles." Sales of the company's hybrid vehicles, led by the F-150 and Maverick pickups, were up 34 percent in the second quarter of 2024 compared with the same period last year.
Farley said in a recent call with investors that his company has learned from its EV losses and will need to be more disciplined moving forward.
"This means we will not launch vehicles at a loss that are not good for our business, knowing what we know now about the reality of the market equation," Farley said.
Ford shares ended Wednesday's session at $10.85, up 1.6 percent. The stock is off 10.8 percent year-to-date.
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Family sues judge who ordered teen to be handcuffed after she fell asleep
The 15-year-old dozed off while on a field trip to Judge Kenneth J. King's courtroom; the Detroit judge has been temporarily suspended from hearing cases. 
By Maham Javaid | 2024-08-21

Judge Kenneth King listens during a hearing in 2015. (Todd McInturf/Detroit News/AP)


The mother of a teenage girl sued the Detroit judge who detained and handcuffed her daughter after she fell asleep during a field trip to his courtroom.
Latoreya Hill's lawsuit says Judge Kenneth J. King -- who has been temporarily suspended from hearing cases on Michigan's 36th District Court -- engaged in extrajudicial acts on Aug. 13, when a group of teenagers visited his courtroom.
King ordered that the 15-year-old be put in handcuffs and a jail uniform, and he yelled at her for falling asleep, according to a statement from the Greening of Detroit, the nonprofit that had organized the field trip.
The complaint filed Wednesday accused King of malicious prosecution, unlawful arrest and incarceration, intentional infliction of emotional distress, false arrest and imprisonment, unlawful seizure and detention, and invasion of privacy.
It detailed that King "berated the minor on a live platform, ordered her jailed, caused her to be handcuffed, demanded that she take off her clothes and change into jail garb, imprisoned her for hours, and then conducted a fake trial with her classmates (and possibly his internet followers) as her jurors and his audience."
Todd Perkins, King's attorney, declined to comment on the specifics of the case and said that King "only wants the best outcome for this young person and all young people."
Gary Felty, an attorney at Fieger Law, the Michigan-based firm that has taken on the case, said King had no judicial immunity in the incident because "court was not in session when the judge violated the teenager's rights."
In Michigan, a judge is immune to liability "for injuries to persons or damages to property if he or she is acting within the scope of his or her judicial, legislative, or executive authority."
Hill is focused on her daughter's best interests, Felty said, while the teenager feels "absolutely humiliated and upset."
The lawyer noted that King was allegedly broadcasting the teenagers' field trip on the court's YouTube channel, allowing viewers to observe and comment.
"She was humiliated in front of her peers as well as a wider internet audience," Felty said, adding that she is a good student with dreams of becoming a cardiothoracic surgeon. "Who knows how many people saw her be portrayed as a juvenile delinquent."
The Washington Post is not naming the girl because she is a minor who has not been charged with a crime.
After an internal investigation, King has been temporarily removed from the docket, Chief Judge William McConico said in a statement Thursday.
King has also been ordered to receive "necessary training," McConico said, because his actions do not reflect the court's commitment to providing access to justice in "an environment free from intimidation or disrespect." McConico noted that he does not have the authority to permanently remove a judge from the bench.
Wayne State University, where King was scheduled to teach two fall courses, reassigned his classes because of the suspension, university spokesman Bill Roose said in an email.
The children, who were enrolled in a three-week program at the Greening, went to the court to learn about the legal system, watch a real trial play out and speak to a judge, according to WXYZ, which first reported about the detainment last week.
The attorneys whom the students were meant to watch were not yet in the courtroom when King saw the teenager doze off.
"You fall asleep in my courtroom one more time, I'm going to put you in the back, understood?" King reportedly said, apparently referring to a holding cell.
The judge then asked the girl to step outside to get a drink of water or go to the restroom, Felty said. When she returned, King instructed a court officer to arrest her.
"She was first detained in a room facing the court from where she could hear the judge call cases," Felty said. Then, he said, a female corrections officer handcuffed her, moved her into another room and asked her to change her clothes.
The complaint said she was then asked to put on a jail jumpsuit and made to wait for two hours, separated from the rest of her group.
After she was called back to the courtroom, Felty said, King "conducts what can only be described as mock trial of the girl. He humiliates and degrades her for the benefit of the other students and, possibly, his internet followers."
King's courtroom sessions are generally streamed on YouTube, Felty said, but he should turn off the live feed when court is not in session.
Hill declined The Washington Post's request for comment, but she told WXYZ that her daughter was tired during the field trip because their family does not have a permanent home. She said King belittled her daughter "in front of the whole world and her friends, to make her feel even more worse about our situation."
"The fact that he was talking about 'you go home and get in your bed', how do you know my baby got a home, how do you know my baby got a bed, her own bed she could sleep in, she don't have that right now, so she was tired," Hill told the station.
The judge defended his decision in an interview with WXYZ.
"It was her whole attitude and her whole disposition that disturbed me," he said, noting that the punishment wasn't just for falling asleep. "I'll do whatever needs to be done to reach these kids and make sure that they don't end up in front of me."
King said he wanted the situation to look and feel real to her, "even though there's probably no real chance of me putting her in jail."
Daniel Wu contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2024/08/21/detroit-judge-teen-sleeping-lawsuit/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



World's oldest person, whose secret was avoiding 'toxic people,' dies at 117
Maria Branyas Morera, a U.S.-born Spaniard, died in her sleep. Her family said she recently spoke of nearing death and that she would miss daily mundanities like drinking coffee.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-08-21

Maria Branyas Morera died in Spain at age 117. (Residencia Santa Maria del Tura/Reuters)


She was dubbed a "supercentenarian" and the world's oldest person. She celebrated her 117th birthday earlier this year with a small cake with candles, and credited "staying away from toxic people" among the reasons she lived so long.
Maria Branyas Morera an American-born Spaniard, died in her sleep this week, her family said in a post on X. Having lived to be 117 years and 168 days, she was the eighth-oldest person in history, the Guinness World Records said. The cause of her death was not made public; Guinness said that beyond hearing and mobility issues, she had no major health issues.
"Maria Branyas has left us. She has died as she wanted: in her sleep, peacefully and without pain," Branyas's family said on Monday. Her death was also confirmed by the Gerontology Research Group (GRG), a U.S.-based nonprofit that researches and monitors supercentenarians, who are defined as people aged 110 and over.
Branyas's family said that in recent days she had spoken of feeling close to death and would miss everyday mundanities such as drinking coffee, eating yogurt and seeing her pet.
"I will also leave my memories, my reflections and I will cease to exist in this body," she said before her death, according to the family. "I don't know when, but very soon this long journey will come to an end. Death will find me worn down from having lived so much, but I want to meet it with a smile, feeling free and satisfied."
Branyas attributed her longevity to "luck and good genetics," according to Guinness. She also cited "order, tranquility, good connection with family and friends, contact with nature, emotional stability, no worries, no regrets, lots of positivity, and staying away from toxic people."
Born in San Francisco on March 4, 1907, Branyas also lived in Texas and New Orleans as a child before moving to Spain age 7, living briefly in Barcelona and the Catalonia region, Guinness said.
She lived through two World Wars, the Spanish Civil War and two pandemics -- the 1918 flu and coronavirus. She contracted covid-19 in 2020 age 113 but made a swift recovery after suffering mild symptoms, according to Guinness.
Branyas "passed away peacefully at the nursing home in Catalonia, Spain, where she resided for the past two decades," Guinness said. "Beyond being hard of hearing and having mobility issues, she had no other health issues, and her mind was perfectly lucid," it added.

Maria Branyas Morera celebrates her 117th birthday in a nursing home in Girona, Spain, on March 4. (Residencia Santa Maria del Tura de Olot/via REUTERS)


In 1931, she married Joan Moret, a doctor, who died in 1976. She worked alongside her husband to treat wounded soldiers during the Spanish Civil War, and worked as his assistant for some years after, Guinness said. Together they had three children, 11 grandchildren and many great-grandchildren.
Branyas traveled to Egypt, Italy, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom, the GRG said, and enjoyed sewing, reading and music. "At the age of 110, she reportedly still read the newspaper every day," it added.
Branyas became the verified oldest person in the world in January 2023, according to Guinness, after the death of French nun Lucile Randon, known also as Sister Andre, who died aged 118. The oldest living person in the world is now 116-year-old Tomiko Itooka of Japan, who was born in 1908, GRG said. In the United States, Elizabeth Francis, 115, is the oldest American alive.
"I haven't done anything special to get to this age," Branyas told Spain's El Pais newspaper in an interview earlier this year. But Waclaw Jan Kroczek, who has studied Branyas's life as acting director of GRG's Supercentenarian Research and Database Division, called her "a case of exceptional longevity."
"Not only has she maintained her lucidity in her very extreme age but also she maintained great physical abilities," he told The Washington Post by telephone Wednesday. "She was able to walk until a very old age. She even survived the covid pandemic."
He called living to be age 110 a "rare phenomenon," but to live to 117 was a "testament to her resilience and strength," he said.
He noted that as well as having good genes and a healthy lifestyle and diet, many supercentenarians also held a "positive attitude," throughout much of their lives. "Stress is the killer," Kroczek added, and "accelerates aging and can cause you to pass away earlier on."
The Post spoke to 14 centenarians on what it takes to live a healthy and happy life. Many also credited their longevity to thinking positively, cherishing friendships and being kind.
A person's sex could also be a factor, said David Gems, professor of biogerontology at University College London's Institute of Healthy Ageing. Women tend to live longer and age more slowly than men, he said.
But "in terms of genetics other than sex differences ... longevity certainly runs in families, but in the main, individual longevity is a matter of luck, really," he told The Post.
Based on a 2022 estimate by the United Nations, there are 593,000 centenarians around the world. It's a fast-growing age group and the U.N. projects there will be 3.7 million centenarians alive by 2050.
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Israeli military says recovered hostages' bodies had gunshot wounds
Six bodies of six Israeli hostages being held by Hamas in Gaza were recovered on Tuesday from a tunnel below Khan Younis.
By Hazem  Balousha, Shira Rubin, Lior Soroka, Sammy Westfall, Frances Vinall | 2024-08-22

Mourners carry the coffin of Yoram Metzger, one of the six hostages whose bodies were retrieved from Gazan captivity and brought to Israel in a military operation, at his funeral in Kibbutz Nir Oz, southern Israel, on Aug. 22. (Florion Goga/Reuters)


The Israel Defense Forces confirmed Thursday that gunshot wounds were found on the bodies of six Israeli hostages held by Hamas retrieved from southern Gaza in a military operation earlier this week.
The IDF recovered the hostages' bodies Tuesday from a tunnel below Khan Younis using intelligence gathered over weeks, the military said. Nadav Shoshani, a spokesman for Israel's army, said Hamas had used a false wall to hide the six bodies. The army also said that four bodies, seemingly of Hamas members, were found next to the hostages with no signs of gunfire.
The signs of gunfire are "further evidence of the cruelty of the terrorists who have been holding 109 hostages for 321 days," said the Hostage Families Forum, an umbrella group for most of the relatives of hostages. "Every minute that the deal is not yet completed, another hostage could lose their life."
Funerals were held Wednesday for several of the hostages at their home kibbutzim from which they were abducted. Those found and brought back this week were Yagev Buchshtab, 35; Alexander Dancyg, 76; Avraham Munder, 79; Yoram Metzger, 80; Nadav Popplewell, 51; and Chaim Peri, 80.
The new information comes after a Ynet report that said the army was investigating the possibility that the hostages suffocated to death as a result of a fire started during an IDF airstrike in the area.
It also comes as talks to free the remaining hostages have again been stalling, and desperation has been spiraling among the hostage families who say that the returned bodies operation this week are grim proof that their time is running out. "The recovery of the six bodies is no achievement; it is a testimony of the complete failure to reach a deal in time, as six hostages who were supposed to return alive have returned in coffins," said the Hostage Families Forum.
In a eulogy in Kibbutz Nir Oz on Thursday, Yoram Metzger said his friend Haim Mina "was a proud Zionist. He gave his life to this country which he loved so much, and which abandoned him. Even the kind-hearted and forgiving Yoram would have probably cried out to the heavens and asked how the hell all this happened to us."
Israeli military spokesman Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari has for months asserted that a negotiated deal, not military operations, would be the way back for most of the hostages being held by Hamas in Gaza.
"The IDF is working every day and night to gather more intelligence, create more operational opportunities for hostage rescues," he said Tuesday. "But we cannot bring everyone back through rescue operations alone, therefore we are working on all efforts."
Meanwhile, Israeli military operations have been concentrated in various areas east of Khan Younis, which has witnessed advances and retreats of tanks over the past two days. East of Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip has also seen an advance of tanks after the IDF issued evacuation orders in some areas for the first time since the outbreak of the war.
According to eyewitnesses in the area, the tanks advanced to Salah al-Din Street, and shelling and gunfire from tanks and drones continued. The al-Qarara area, situated between Deir al-Balah and Khan Younis, also experienced chaos overnight as Israeli tanks advanced further toward areas where displaced people are sheltering.
Tens of thousands of civilians were displaced from neighborhoods in Deir al Balah and Khan Younis on Wednesday, said the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. In August alone, Israeli forces issued 12 evacuation orders - once every two days on average - forcing as many as 250,000 people to move again, it added. More than 90 percent of Gaza's residents have been displaced, often multiple times.
Displaced people in the area described the scene as resembling "doomsday." Yasmine Hussein, 26, said that at around 3 p.m. Wednesday, while she was in a tent on the western side of al-Qarara Mawasi, "the sounds of gunfire and shelling suddenly intensified, and people began to flee towards the west." Most of the displaced people in her area fled.
She began gathering basic belongings and left toward the beach of Deir al-Balah, which she reached only at 8 p.m. because of "severe congestion along the road for a distance of no more than one kilometer." Once there, she and her family -- brothers, sisters and parents -- "stayed awake all night until the early morning hours," she said.
It is the eighth time Yasmine and her family have been displaced. They've moved from Beit Lahia, to the Jabalia camp, then Nuseirat, then Deir al-Balah, then Rafah, and currently east of al-Qarara.
"If evacuation orders are meant to protect civilians, the fact is that they are leading to the exact opposite," the U.N. office said Thursday. "They are forcing families to flee again, often under fire and with the few belongings they can carry with them, into an ever-shrinking area that is overcrowded, polluted, with limited services and - like the rest of Gaza - unsafe."
President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke on Wednesday and discussed "Israel's defense against all threats from Iran," including "ongoing defensive U.S. military deployments," according to a White House readout of the call. Biden also "stressed the urgency of bringing the ceasefire and hostage release deal to closure" ahead of upcoming talks in Cairo, the readout said.
The parents of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, an Israeli American who was taken hostage in the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, spoke at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Wednesday. They were greeted by chants of "Bring them home!" Jon Polin, the 23-year-old captive's father, stressed the importance of a cease-fire and hostage release deal that would "bring our precious children, mothers, fathers, spouses, grandparents, and grandchildren home, and will stop the despair in Gaza."
DNC organizers decided not to give a slot to a potential speaker on the devastation in Gaza since Israel's military operation began, according to a person familiar with the convention planning who spoke on the condition of anonymity to disclose a decision that was not yet public. The decision is a blow to leaders of the "uncommitted" movement, which seeks to influence the party into adopting more pro-Palestinian policies, that has 36 delegates in attendance.
Aircraft carrier the USS Abraham Lincoln has arrived in the Middle East accompanied by an array of warships and combat aircraft, U.S. Central Command said Wednesday, the latest U.S. military muscle sent to the region.
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Russia opens case against CNN reporter who covered Kursk incursion
The country's security service said the journalist would be placed on Russia's wanted list. Under Russian law, the maximum penalty for illegally crossing the border is five years in prison.
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-08-22

People walk in front of the headquarters of Russia's Federal Security Services (FSB) in central Moscow on March 16, 2022. (AFP/Getty Images)


Russia's security service, the FSB, launched criminal cases against several foreign journalists on Thursday, accusing them of illegally entering Russia to report on the Ukrainian incursion into the Kursk region.
In a statement Thursday, the service named Nick Paton Walsh, a British citizen and CNN's chief international security correspondent, as well as two Ukrainian reporters with independent news outlet Hromadske, Olesya Borovik and Diana Butsko.
The FSB said they would be placed on Russia's wanted list. Under Russian law, the maximum penalty for illegally crossing the border is five years in prison.
The CNN report, showing journalists traveling with a Ukrainian military convoy from Ukraine into a nearly deserted Sudzha with a few dozen residents remaining, aired  Aug. 16.
CNN described the trip as important and justifiable and part of its mission.
"Throughout this conflict our team has delivered factual, impartial reporting covering both the Ukrainian and Russian perspectives on the war," a CNN spokesperson told The Washington Post in a statement. "Our team was invited by the Ukrainian government, along with other international journalists, and escorted by the Ukrainian military to view territory it had recently occupied. This is protected activity in accordance with the rights afforded to journalists under the Geneva Conventions and international law."
In addition to CNN, The Post and several other news organizations have made reporting trips into Ukrainian-held territory in Kursk in recent days. The FSB statement referred only to CNN's actions.
Earlier this week, Russia summoned U.S. Charge d'Affaires Stephanie Holmes to protest the "provocative actions" of American media reporting from the Kursk region.
The U.S. Embassy in Moscow rejected Russian accusations, saying in a statement Wednesday that independent news organizations "make their own operational and personnel decisions."  "The U.S. government plays no role."
The statement added that it "actively discourages" U.S. citizens from even traveling to Russia.
Last week, the FSB initiated similar cases against Italian TV network RAI journalists Simone Traini and Stefania Battistini, who published the first report from Sudzha as part of a military embed with Ukrainian forces.
RAI news agency CEO Roberto Sergio said in an earlier statement that the two reporters will return to Italy for safety reasons.
The Russian Foreign Ministry on Saturday summoned Cecilia Piccioni, Italy's ambassador in Moscow, to protest the journalists "using their stay in the territory of our country to whitewash the propaganda support for the crimes of the Kyiv regime."
RAI also stressed that  its reporters "complied with the norms of international law" when covering the situation in Kursk Oblast.
"Journalism is not a crime," RAI union Usigrai and Italy's national press union FNSI said in a joint statement. "Reporting is not done with prior authorizations ... Journalists worldwide have always asked for guarantees of access to conflict zones, in Ukraine as in Gaza and in every war zone, where the need to know what is happening is urgent."
A surprise Ukrainian operation in early August caught Russian soldiers manning the border, many of whom are young conscripts, off guard, allowing Ukrainian forces to capture dozens of settlements and take hundreds of prisoners.
According to Russian authorities, more than 120,000 civilians have been evacuated from the area. The incursion is unlikely to dent Russia's overall advantage in numbers, but it served as a major morale boost for Ukrainian troops and a potential leverage for Kyiv in any future negotiations.
President Vladimir Putin held a second meeting Thursday to address what Russian officials refer to as "the situation in Kursk."
Governors of two border regions neighboring Kursk asked the Russian leader for additional funding to supply units of territorial defense and pay them salaries. The governor of Belgorod, which has seen continuous hostilities throughout the war, said that the region has two territorial defense regiments totaling about 6,000 men.
Russia has so far downplayed the incursion into its territory, with state media covering it as a limited and contained operation, while actively juxtaposing it with Russian advances inside Ukraine.
Independent Russian-language outlet Meduza reported that the Kremlin aims to condition the Russian public to accept the presence of Ukrainian forces on its territory as the "new normal" in case Kyiv manages to hold its positions there for weeks to come, while prioritizing the drive to control all of Donetsk region in Ukraine. Russian forces are bearing down on the logistical hub of Pokrovsk.
"The Kremlin may be using this messaging campaign to afford itself time and space to respond to the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast after achieving its offensive objectives in eastern Ukraine," the Institute for the Study of War, a Washington-based think tank, said in recent analysis.
On Wednesday, Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov sent a congratulatory note to units that seized the village of Zhelanne southeast of Pokrovsk.
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Second-largest diamond ever, 2,492 carats, unearthed in Botswana
Lucara Diamond discovered the world's second largest diamond in Botswana's Karowe mine using Mega Diamond Recovery X-ray technology.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-08-22

Botswana President Mokgweetsi Masisi holds a 2,492-carat diamond discovered in Botswana. (Monirul Bhuiyan/AFP/Getty Images)


A 2,492-carat stone unearthed in Botswana is the second-largest diamond ever found in the world and the biggest ever recovered in the African nation, according to the Botswanan government.
Canadian mining company Lucara Diamond discovered the gemstone, hailing it as "exceptional" and "high-quality" in a statement shared Wednesday.
William Lamb, president and chief executive of Lucara, said the company was "ecstatic" about the discovery of the "extraordinary" stone after it was uncovered from the Karowe mine, which is fully owned by the company.
Lamb credited X-ray technology that has been used by the company since 2017 for the detection of the massive diamond, which was retrieved intact.
The Botswanan government described the discovery as "precious" and said President Mokgweetsi Masisi would hold a viewing ceremony Thursday. The government said the diamond is the largest ever recovered in Botswana.
The world's largest stone is the 3,106-carat Cullinan diamond, found in South Africa in 1905. The stone was divided into nine larger gems and nearly 100 smaller ones. Some of the gems are among the British crown jewels.

The coffin of Queen Elizabeth II, draped in the Royal Standard with the Imperial State Crown and the Sovereign's Scepter With Cross, lies in state at Westminster Hall on Sept. 17, 2022, in London. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


One of the gems, Cullinan I -- also known as the "Great Star of Africa" -- is described as the largest colorless cut diamond in the world by Britain's Royal Collection Trust. In 1911, it was mounted to the Sovereign's Scepter with Cross. The stone was so large that the scepter had to be reinforced to take its weight.
The jewel-studded scepter was carried atop Queen Elizabeth II's coffin in 2022 and was used in 2023 at the coronation of King Charles III.
The Cullinan diamonds featured heavily in the elaborate royal ceremony -- despite being mired in some deeply unflattering British history. Ahead of the coronation, many South Africans called for the stones to be returned, The Washington Post reported. 

Pule Musi, a staff member, shows a replica of the Cullinan Diamond, the world's largest gem-quality rough diamond, displayed at the Cape Town Diamond Museum in Cape Town, South Africa, in April 2023. (Esa Alexander/Reuters)


Lamb said the company's discovery represents "the unparalleled wealth found in Botswana's soil" and symbolizes the southern African country's "continued ascent as a global leader in diamond production."
Some of the world's largest stones have been pulled from the Karowe mine, including the Sewelo diamond, a 1,758-carat stone that was discovered in 2019. The gem, which until this discovery was recognized as the second-biggest mined diamond in the world, was bought by French fashion giant Louis Vuitton for an undisclosed sum.
In 2015, a 1,111-carat diamond was unearthed from the Karowe mine, measuring the size of a human palm. The diamond, known as Lesedi La Rona, was bought by a British jeweler two years later, for $53 million, the Associated Press reported.

The 2,492-carat diamond discovered in Botswana. (Courtesy of Lucara Diamond Corp)


Southern Africa is one of the leading diamond producers in the world.
Last month, Botswana proposed a law that would require mining companies, once granted a license, to sell a 24 percent stake in mines to local investors unless the government exercises its option to acquire the shareholding, Reuters reported.
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Mike Lynch's body is fifth found in yacht wreckage; daughter is last missing
The body of Lynch, 59, was recovered from the wreckage of the Bayesian, according to an Italian government official. The Bayesian yacht sank in a storm this week.
By Stefano Pitrelli, Adela Suliman | 2024-08-22

Divers arrive near Palermo, Sicily, with a body bag at the back of their boat on Thursday. (Alberto Pizzoli/AFP/Getty Images)


ROME -- The body of British tech entrepreneur Mike Lynch has been recovered from the wreckage of a sunken yacht off Sicily's coast, an Italian government official said Thursday, speaking on the condition of anonymity in keeping with protocol.
The British-flagged Bayesian was carrying 12 passengers and 10 crew members roughly half a mile from the Sicilian fishing village of Porticello when it encountered what authorities called a "violent storm" about 4 a.m. Monday. Fifteen people were rescued shortly after the sinking and the body of the yacht's chef, Recaldo Thomas, was recovered during initial search efforts.
Six people -- including Lynch and his 18-year-old daughter, Hannah -- were missing in the days after the sinking. Four bodies were pulled from the wreckage on Wednesday, and the Italian official said Lynch's body was taken out of the water and identified on Thursday.
As of Thursday, only Lynch's daughter was still missing.
Italian authorities have yet to publicly verify the identity of the fifth body recovered.
Authorities identified four bodies pulled from the sunken wreckage Wednesday. An Italian coast guard official, Vincenzo Zagarola, said the four bodies brought ashore by divers were identified as those of two couples: Morgan Stanley International Chairman Jonathan Bloomer and charity trustee Judy Bloomer and attorney Chris Morvillo and jeweler Neda Morvillo.
Lynch, 59, is best known for founding the tech venture capital firm Invoke Capital and co-founding the tech firms Autonomy and Darktrace. He sold Autonomy, which was once England's biggest software company, to Hewlett-Packard in 2011 for more than $11 billion. He was subsequently accused of overvaluing the company and was charged in the United States with fraud. He was acquitted during a trial in San Francisco in June after a decade-long legal battle.
Many of the guests on the yacht had business or legal ties to Lynch: Chris Morvillo was a partner at the law firm Clifford Chance in New York and represented Lynch in the concluded legal battle. The voyage on the Bayesian was intended to be a celebration of Lynch's victory, Britain's Telegraph newspaper reported.

A survivor of the yacht wreck that killed British tech entrepreneur Mike Lynch was seen at a port in Porticello, Italy on Aug. 22.


Tech entrepreneur and investor Brent Hoberman, who identified himself as Lynch's longtime friend, told Sky News on Thursday that his friends and family were waiting for a "miracle" during the search, calling him a "titan and a figurehead" of the U.K. tech industry. Hoberman said Lynch had spent the last decade "defending his name" in the courts and that his death so soon after his legal victory was "unbelievably tragic."
The 183-foot yacht was owned by a company controlled by Lynch's wife, Angela Bacares, who was one of those rescued.
Divers from the Italian fire brigade have been undertaking daily recovery efforts since Monday, but the position of the yacht and the narrow passages of the cluttered wreck have complicated the process, they said.
The violent weather appeared to have caught many by surprise. Zagarola, the coast guard official, said that they had expected only "strong gusts" on the day of the sinking and that no weather warnings had been issued.
Suliman reported from London.
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Taylor Swift opens up about Vienna concert attack threat: 'New sense of fear'
Authorities accused two people of planning attacks on Swift's Vienna shows, prompting their cancellation. Swift said she waited until the end of her Eras Tour European leg to speak out.
By Leo Sands | 2024-08-22

Taylor Swift performs at London's Wembley Stadium on Aug. 15. (Kate Green/Getty Images)


Taylor Swift issued her first statement on the cancellation of three of her shows in Vienna after authorities foiled a suspected planned attack on the venue, speaking of newfound fears as she continues her worldwide Eras Tour and explaining her muted public reaction until now.
"Having our Vienna shows cancelled was devastating," the singer-songwriter wrote on Instagram. "The reason for the cancellations filled me with a new sense of fear, and a tremendous amount of guilt because so many people had planned on coming to those shows."
Swift also expressed her gratitude to authorities: "Thanks to them, we were grieving concerts and not lives."
Swift was expected to draw more than 150,000 people for three consecutive nights of her show at Vienna's Ernst Happel Stadium this month. Austrian authorities arrested two people -- a 19-year-old and a 17-year-old -- and accused them of planning attacks on large-scale gatherings, including Swift's shows, in Austria's capital.
Authorities said that the 19-year-old, whom they consider the main suspect, pledged allegiance to the Islamic State and that they found explosive devices during a search of his house.
Swift said she waited until the European leg of her tour concluded before speaking about the Vienna cancellations.
"I decided that all of my energy had to go toward helping to protect the nearly half a million people I had coming to see the shows in London," she wrote, referring to her shows at Wembley Stadium, which were scheduled to follow the Vienna concerts.
"Let me be very clear: I am not going to speak about something publicly if I think doing so might provoke those who would want to harm the fans who come to my shows," she added. "In cases like this one, 'silence' is actually showing restraint, and waiting to express yourself at a time when it's right to."
The suspects' plan was to attack people listening to the concert outside the stadium, an Austrian security official told The Washington Post this month, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk to the media.
In interviews with law enforcement, the suspect said "he wanted to carry out the attack using explosives and cutting and stabbing weapons," said Omar Haijawi-Pirchner, the head of Austria's Directorate for Security and Intelligence, adding that his aim was "to kill himself and a large crowd at the concert."
Anika Arora Seth, Victoria Bisset and Souad Mekhennet contributed to this report.
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A same-sex penguin pair captured hearts. After one died, the other sang.
Sphen and Magic raised two chicks at an Australian aquarium, increased awareness about rainbow families and inspired a float at the Sydney Mardi Gras Pride parade.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-08-22

Sphen, right, and Magic at the Sea Life Sydney Aquarium. (Sea Life Sydney Aquarium)


Sphen and Magic were a boundary-breaking same-sex couple, raising two offspring, helping increase awareness about rainbow families and inspiring a float at Sydney's famed Mardi Gras Pride parade.
They also happened to be penguins.
When Sphen died this month at the ripe old age -- for a Gentoo penguin in captivity -- of nearly 12, Magic looked at his beloved mate and began to sing, setting off the entire penguin colony at Sea Life Sydney Aquarium in a moving tribute song.
"The loss of Sphen is heartbreaking to the penguin colony, the team and everyone who has been inspired or positively impacted by Sphen and Magic's story," Richard Dilly, the aquarium's general manager, said in a news release Thursday.
It is not uncommon for penguins to form same-sex bonds. Scientists first encountered same-sex behaviors during penguin mating season in field studies more than a half-century ago. Such behaviors have also been observed among penguins at zoos in Berlin and Toronto, and at New York's Central Park Zoo, which inspired the children's book "And Tango Makes Three."
The Sydney duo, dubbed the "penguin power couple," stand out because of the longevity of their relationship -- they were together for six years, roughly half the expected life span of a Gentoo penguin in captivity. (They can live about 15 to 20 years in the wild.)
The pair were together even outside breeding season, which, according to the aquarium, is unique for Gentoo penguins.
In the wild, Gentoo penguins are typically found in the Antarctic and the south Atlantic. Gentoo penguins usually mate with the same partner every year and rear two chicks on nests made of pebbles and feathers.

Sphen and Magic, Sea Life Sydney Aquarium's famous same-sex penguin couple, were seen tending to an egg in 2021.


Staff first noticed Sphen and Magic's attraction in 2018, when they began swimming together in the penguin enclosure. The pair collected pebbles to create a nest together during breeding season, and after a trial run with a dummy egg, they were given a real egg to incubate.
The penguin couple successfully hatched and raised two chicks -- Sphengic (Lara) in 2018 and Clancy in 2020.
In 2021, large inflatable versions of the penguin couple were featured on the New South Wales state teachers federation float in Sydney's Pride parade after the union was criticized by right-wing lawmakers for encouraging teachers to include lessons on diverse LGBTQ families. The penguins' story was included in resources offered for teachers by the union to use during aquarium excursions, explaining to elementary school students that "love comes in all shapes and sizes."

Sphen, right, and Magic with their first chick, Sphengic -- a combination of their names -- who was born in 2018. (Sea Life Sydney Aquarium)


The pair made global headlines, with the aquarium using their fame to promote messages about conservation, plastic pollution, global warming and the importance of protecting wild penguins.
"Sphen and Magic's love story captivated the world and it's been an honor to welcome local and international fans, some of which traveled long distances to see them in real life," Dilly said.
The team's focus is now on Magic, who is 9 years old and "will soon prepare for his first breeding season without Sphen," he added.
A spokeswoman for the aquarium, Rachel Anker, said it was still early days for the widowed penguin.
"We will keep an eye on Magic, as this is new it's hard to comment on how he's coping," she said in an email.
John Cockrem, a penguin expert at Massey University in New Zealand, said that in the wild, when a mate dies, the surviving penguin usually forms a pair with another bird.
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U.S. sanctions former Haitian president Martelly for role in drug trade
The U.S. Treasury Department said the singer turned politician sponsored several of the gangs that have waged a campaign of terror in Haiti.
By Widlore Merancourt, Amanda Coletta | 2024-08-22

Haiti presidential candidate Michel Martelly holds a news conference to discuss the problematic elections at the Karibe Hotel in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Nov. 29, 2010. (Nikki Kahn/The Washington Post)


MIAMI -- The United States on Tuesday imposed sanctions on former Haitian president Michel Martelly, accusing him of abusing "his influence to facilitate drug trafficking" and of sponsoring several of the gangs that have killed and kidnapped thousands and displaced hundreds of thousands more in the beleaguered Caribbean nation.
In a statement, the U.S. Treasury Department alleged that Martelly, who served as president from 2011 to 2016 and was backed by the Obama administration, helped facilitate the trafficking of cocaine bound for the United States and laundered the proceeds of that crime.
"Today's action against Martelly emphasizes the significant and destabilizing role he and other corrupt political elites have played in perpetuating the ongoing crisis in Haiti," Bradley T. Smith, the department's acting undersecretary for terrorism and financial intelligence, said in a statement.
State Department spokesman Vedant Patel said Tuesday that the sanctions demonstrate the United States' "resolve to promote accountability for all individuals whose activities contribute to gang violence and destabilize the political environment in Haiti, regardless of their rank or stature."
Martelly could not immediately be reached for comment. His Miami-based lawyer did not respond to a request for comment.

People take to the streets during a protest against gang violence in the Solino neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Monday. (Mentor David Lorens/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Gang violence has long been a reality in Haiti, and gangs have long had backers in the country's political elite. But the heavily armed groups have grown in size and influence since the assassination in 2021 of President Jovenel Moise and now control at least 80 percent of Port-au-Prince.
Some 400 Kenyan police officers arrived in Haiti this year as part of a U.N.-approved international security mission to beat back the gangs and put the country on the road to new elections, but so far, it has had little success.
The United States in recent years has imposed sanctions on gang leaders and the politicians and business leaders who support them. But the sanctions on Martelly, a popular singer nicknamed "Sweet Micky" who splits his time between Haiti and Miami, are viewed as particularly significant.
"This is good news," said Pierre Esperance, director of Haiti's National Human Rights Defense Network. "I hope these sanctions serve as a warning to those in power today. ... Haiti has been under Martelly's influence for too long, and the [Haitian Tet Kale Party] remains very powerful."
The sanctions bar U.S. financial institutions from making loans or providing credit to Martelly and prohibit certain foreign exchange transactions.
Martelly came to power in 2011. U.S. officials pushed the Haitian government to include Martelly in the presidential runoff and to exclude another candidate from the ballot, even as Martelly faced allegations of corruption and drug trafficking.
After the election, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton commended Martelly's campaign and his "emphasis on the people and their needs." In 2014, President Barack Obama welcomed Martelly to the Oval Office and praised his leadership.
Martelly, 63, hasn't held political office since 2016, but some believe he may be considering another presidential run. He has remained an influential figure in the country's politics, including by picking Moise to be his successor.
Canada imposed sanctions on Martelly in 2022, a move that U.S. officials praised. A U.N. panel last year accused him of using "gangs to expand his influence over neighborhoods to advance his political agenda, contributing to a legacy of insecurity, the impacts of which are still being felt today."
"There's always a lot of emotion with each sanction because I'm not used to seeing the powerful in this country face sanctions or legal [consequences] for their actions," said Emmanuela Douyon, a Haitian justice activist and development policy specialist. "The history of this country is one of impunity. Every time I see even a small step taken toward justice, I rejoice."
The sanctions are important, she added, because they "confirm that the country is not cursed, but rather, that impunity and corruption have allowed certain individuals to capture the state and its resources to manage criminal affairs, economic interest and political ambitions, all while the country collapses, people die, others flee and those who remain live in fear."
Velina Charlier, a political activist in Haiti, greeted news of the sanctions on Martelly "with a sense of relief."
"We need to remember that the U.S. was responsible for bringing him to power," she told The Washington Post, "so they are now cleaning up their own mess."
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Five bodies found in sunken superyacht, officials say
So far four bodies had been brought to shore from the wreckage of the Bayesian superyacht off the coast of Sicily, an official said.
By Stefano Pitrelli, Leo Sands, Adam Taylor | 2024-08-21

Scuba teams located four unidentified bodies inside a sunken superyacht off the coast of Italy on Aug. 21, according to officials.


ROME -- Authorities have identified four bodies pulled from the sunken wreckage of a superyacht that sank off Sicily this week, Italian officials said Wednesday. A fifth body has been spotted but not yet reached, with a sixth person still missing.
Vincenzo Zagarola, an Italian coast guard official, said the four bodies brought ashore by divers were identified as two married couples: Morgan Stanley International Chairman Jonathan Bloomer and charity trustee Judy Bloomer; and attorney Chris Morvillo and jeweler Neda Morvillo.
British tech entrepreneur Mike Lynch and his 18-year-old daughter, Hannah, were also reported missing after the Bayesian yacht sank early Monday.
The British-flagged, 183-foot-long Bayesian was carrying 12 passengers and 10 crew members roughly half a mile from the Sicilian fishing village of Porticello when it encountered what authorities called a "violent storm" about 4 a.m. Monday.
Of the 15 people rescued, eight -- including a 1-year-old girl -- were taken to hospitals in conditions that were not life-threatening. The body of the yacht's chef, identified as Recaldo Thomas, a Canadian Antiguan, was found during initial recovery efforts.
Lynch, 59, is known for founding the tech venture capital firm Invoke Capital and co-founding the tech firms Autonomy and Darktrace. He was recently acquitted of all charges after a decade-long U.S. fraud trial related to the 2011 sale of Autonomy to Hewlett-Packard; the voyage on the Bayesian, owned by a company controlled by Lynch's wife, Angela Bacares, was intended to be a celebration of his legal victory, Britain's Telegraph reported. Bacares was one of those rescued.
Many of the guests on board had business or legal ties to Lynch: Chris Morvillo, a partner at Clifford Chance in New York, represented Lynch in the concluded legal battle.
It's not clear exactly what type of storm struck the Bayesian, but weather data suggests it was probably a tornadic waterspout or severe thunderstorm.
Charlotte Golunski, a guest of Lynch who was rescued, described to Italian media holding on to her 1-year-old daughter, Sophie, amid the storm. "For two seconds I lost my baby in the sea," she told Giornale di Sicilia. "Then I immediately hugged her again amid the fury of the waves."
Lynch sold Autonomy, which was once England's biggest software company, to Hewlett-Packard in 2011 for more than $11 billion. He was subsequently accused of overvaluing the company and was charged in the United States with fraud. He was acquitted in June.
The Bayesian was built in 2008 by Italian shipmaker Perini Navi, according to the SuperYacht Times.
The Sir Robert, a Dutch-flagged sailing vessel anchored nearby, responded immediately to help survivors before the Italian coast guard arrived.
The yacht sank to a depth of more than 160 feet. The first attempt by fire-brigade cave divers to search inside the yacht was unsuccessful, rescue authorities said.
Sands reported from London and Taylor from Washington. Bryan Pietsch in Anchorage contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/08/21/four-bodies-found-sunken-superyacht-officials-say/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Grief and anger in Israel as recovered hostages are laid to rest
Over the rumble of gunfire and explosions from Gaza, families in southern Israel eulogized their loved ones and bemoaned not being able to save them. 
By Shira Rubin | 2024-08-22

Rimon Kirsht Buchshtab reaches into the grave of her husband, Yagev Buchshtab, as she mourns during his funeral Wednesday at a cemetery in Kibbutz Nirim in southern Israel. Buchshtab was one of six hostages whose bodies were recovered Tuesday from the Gaza Strip. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


NIR OZ, Israel -- Funerals were held Wednesday for some of the six Israeli hostages retrieved from southern Gaza in a military operation the day before, their bodies returned for a final time to the kibbutzim from which they were abducted.
Over the rumble of gunfire and explosions from Gaza, families eulogized their loved ones and pleaded for forgiveness -- for receiving them home in a coffin, for not being able to save them.
"I just want to say sorry, because you deserved so much better," said Rimon Kirsht Buchshtab, 36, addressing her husband, Yagev Buchshtab, as he was laid to rest near their home in Kibbutz Nirim. On Oct. 7, the pair tried to barricade themselves in their safe room, but were dragged to Gaza by Hamas militants. Rimon was released in late November after 50 days in captivity, during a short-lived pause in the fighting. She had hoped Yagev, 35, would soon follow.

Rimon Kirsht Buchshtab mourns at her husband's funeral. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Keren Munder, 54, had believed until Tuesday that her father was still alive in the tunnels beneath Gaza. On Wednesday, 79-year-old Avraham Munder was buried in Kibbutz Nir Oz, where 1 in 4 residents were killed or taken captive during the Hamas assault. "We were not with you as you were abandoned again and again, to your death," Keren said, speaking not just to her father but also to her brother, Roy, who was killed on Oct. 7.
Keren was kidnapped along with her son, who turned 9 in captivity, and her mother, all of whom were released during the week-long cease-fire. When they arrived back in Israel, they were overjoyed to learn that Avraham was not among the dead on Oct. 7, and might still be reunited with them.
"How naive we were, just like on Oct. 7," Keren said Wednesday. "We did not know that the Israeli prime minister would be sacrificing you for his 'victory image,' would choose over and over to leave you to die."

Released hostage Keren Munder during the funeral of her father, Avraham Munder, at Kibbutz Nir Oz on Wednesday. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


Of the roughly 250 people taken hostage in Hamas's cross-border assault, when militants killed about 1,200 in communities across southern Israel, 105 are still in Gaza, according to the Israeli government. Only 71 are still thought to be alive. Their families, suspended in an agonizing loop of despair, have pleaded for months with Israeli politicians and international diplomats to bring them home.
On-again, off-again talks to free the hostages and end the war in Gaza -- which has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians and more than 300 Israeli soldiers -- appeared to hit another impasse this week, despite a new round of talks in Doha, Qatar, and a trip to the region by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

Hundreds mourned two Israeli hostages retrieved from Gaza at funerals in Kibbutz Nirim, Israel, on Aug. 21.


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has introduced new obstacles, negotiators say, including a demand that Israel be allowed to maintain a lasting military presence along the Gaza-Egypt border. Hamas leader Yehiya Sinwar, believed to be hiding underground in Gaza surrounded by dozens of hostages, has refused to provide a list confirming which captives are still alive and which are already dead, Israeli officials say.
The bodies of Avraham and Yagev were discovered Tuesday behind a "false wall" in a subterranean tunnel beneath Khan Younis, according to the Israel Defense Forces, alongside the bodies of Chaim Peri, 80, Alexander Dancyg, 76, Nadav Popplewell, 51, and Yoram Metzger, 80.

The Kibbutz Nir Oz home of slain hostage Avraham Munder is seen after his funeral Wednesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Ayala Metzger, Yoram's daughter-in-law, said the return of his body "flooded me again with a lot of anger, a lot of emotion toward a government that chooses not to return them."
Metzger has taken part in escalating protests by hostage families, who have filled streets, blocked highways and stormed parliamentary hearings, calling for Netanyahu to secure a deal -- whatever the cost -- or step down to allow another leader the chance.
"We keep hoping, we can't stop," she said. "But I am angry at myself even now, as I expect a deal to happen."
Only rarely have the families received signs of life, and even those have been painful. In December, Hamas released a propaganda video featuring Peri and Metzger, their heads shaved and their faces gaunt, made to plead for their release.
The IDF declared Peri, Metzger and Popplewell dead in early June, citing intelligence gathered by troops on the ground and interrogations in Israeli prisons; death notices for Dancyg and Buchshtab came in late July. On Tuesday, after reports in Israeli media that the hostages may have been inadvertently killed by the military, IDF spokesman Daniel Hagari said an investigation was underway and that the results would be made available to the families and the public.
For now, there is only the grief.

Ruth Munder, center, the widow of slain hostage Avraham Munder, at his funeral Wednesday. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


"On the one hand, there is a grave and my grandfather can return to the land he loves so much -- the land of Nir Oz that he worked for 50 years -- but it is also the realization that he was kidnapped alive and returned in a coffin, and that this is the end of the story, which is very, very painful and unimaginable," said Talia Dancyg, the 18-year-old granddaughter of Alexander Dancyg.
Dancyg, a Polish-born historian, dedicated his life to promoting Holocaust education. Hostages who were held with him early in the war and freed in November said he would give history lessons to help pass the time.
"He had a captive audience," his relatives joked darkly.
Peri and Metzger made similar efforts to comfort and protect the younger hostages, former captive Yelena Trupanov said in an interview with Israeli radio, even though they "knew the truth" of the situation. They were "very smart, salt of the earth, the founders of kibbutzim," she recalled.
Trupanov's husband was killed on Oct. 7. As the first anniversary approaches, her 28-year-old son Sasha remains in Gaza.
"I'm afraid that, God forbid, I will reach that date and my son will not be with me," she said. "And I do not know what it will do to me."
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Iran signals promised strike on Israel may not be imminent
Iran said a response to the killing of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh "must be carefully calibrated" to avoid hurting prospects of a Gaza cease-fire.
By Susannah George, Karen DeYoung, Leo Sands | 2024-08-21

Iranians drive past an anti-Israeli billboard in Valiasr Square in Tehran on Monday. (Abedin Taherkenareh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Iranian officials are signaling this week that an attack against Israel may not be imminent, tamping down some of the more urgent rhetoric around threats to avenge Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was killed last month in a blast at his guesthouse in Tehran.
Iran had warned early on of a "devastating" reprisal to "punish" Israel for the assassination -- but it later adjusted its language, and, in a statement Wednesday, the Iranian mission to the United Nations reinforced the government's position that any response "must be carefully calibrated" to avoid affecting a potential cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.
Even Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the country's most powerful security force, said that an attack might not come right away. "Time is at our disposal," Brig. Gen. Ali Mohammad Naeini, the IRGC spokesman, said Tuesday, according to local media. "And the waiting period for this response could be long."
The remarks appeared to reflect Iran's desire to avoid a wider war as it deals with economic strife and a delicate political situation at home. Haniyeh's killing, at a secure compound on July 31, was a stunning embarrassment for Iran's security forces -- but the country's new reformist president just formed his government, and a conflict with Israel threatens to distract from his central campaign pledge of improving the economy.
On Wednesday, Iran's hard-line parliament approved President Masoud Pezeshkian's 19-member cabinet, which includes both reformists and conservatives, a move that the new leader said represents his "consensus" approach to governing.
During his campaign this summer, Pezeshkian, the first reformist to be elected president in more than two decades, called for greater engagement with the West and promised to address Iran's spiraling economy and simmering public anger over the harsh enforcement of the country's mandatory dress code for women.
Still, the election that brought him to power was fraught. Historically low turnout in the first round of voting in June forced the contest to a runoff, drawing out an electoral campaign that had already polarized and discouraged some voters.
The supreme leader also has the final say in Iran on matters of foreign policy and national security, and it is unclear whether Pezeshkian will be able to influence any decision to attack. Earlier this month, as Western powers called on Iran to stand down from its threats, the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, warned against a "non-tactical retreat" in the face of what he described as "psychological warfare" by the country's enemies.
But U.S. officials, who are believed to be in indirect contact with Tehran, are also watching for any changes as Pezeshkian assumes office. "We do believe that there is not consensus or unanimity within the Iranian government about what kind of retaliation to do against Israel," said one U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the assessment. "The newly elected Iranian leadership could be playing a role in that."
But Iran's domestic pressures are just one contributing factor to the "bind" the country now finds itself in, according to Gregory Brew, an Iran analyst at the Eurasia Group.
"Their dilemma is that they don't know how to respond without starting a war," he said, adding that "doing something that everyone sees as symbolic doesn't solve the problem" of restoring deterrence with Israel.
Immediately after Haniyeh's assassination, which came just hours after Israel killed a senior Hezbollah commander near Beirut, the region went on high alert. Israelis braced for a response, both from Iran and Lebanon, and the United States, a key ally of Israel, bolstered military assets in the Red Sea, eastern Mediterranean and Gulf of Oman.
Despite Iran's public statements vowing revenge, its private messaging was much more cautious. During meetings with leaders of allied militias, Iranian officials urged restraint -- seeking to balance any show of force with the desire to avoid an all-out conflict.
The Biden administration also deployed senior diplomats to the region to contain the fallout, including through a renewed push for a cease-fire agreement in Gaza, where a war has raged for more than 10 months.
This week, Secretary of State Antony Blinken shuttled between Israel, Egypt and Qatar on a mission to pressure Israel and Hamas to agree to a U.S.-sponsored proposal that would halt the fighting and see the release of Israeli hostages still in captivity.
The plan, which the administration describes as a "bridging proposal," would also allow for displaced Palestinians to return to their homes in northern Gaza under Israeli supervision, and includes a scheduled withdrawal of Israeli forces from major population centers there.
The negotiations, which remain tense and have so far failed to produce an agreement, gave Iran the opportunity to take a wait-and-see approach to cease-fire talks while still considering a response, analysts said.
In April, Iran retaliated against Israel for a deadly strike on the Iranian Embassy complex in Damascus, which killed seven people, including senior military advisers. It launched its first  direct attack on Israel, firing hundreds of missiles and drones toward Israeli territory -- most of which were intercepted, including by the U.S. military.
This time, Iran will probably have to do something bigger or different, Brew said.
Iran's mission to the United Nations also hinted that the response may take a different form.
"Perhaps when their eyes are fixed on the skies and their radar screens, they will be taken by surprise from the ground -- or perhaps even by a combination of both," the mission said in its statement.
"The timing, conditions, and manner of Iran's response will be meticulously orchestrated to ensure that it occurs at a moment of maximum surprise," the statement said.
George reported from Beirut, DeYoung from Washington and Sands from London.
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U.S. Embassy denies Russian accusations of role in Ukraine incursion
Russia's Foreign Ministry condemned reporting by U.S. media into areas controlled by Ukrainian forces.
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-08-21

The Russian Foreign Ministry building and Moscow's International Business Center are seen behind the dome of a church in October 2022. (Alexander Nemenov/AFP/Getty Images)


The U.S. Embassy in Moscow on Wednesday rejected Russian accusations of U.S. involvement in Ukraine's Kursk incursion, after the Foreign Ministry summoned Charge d'Affaires Stephanie Holmes to protest the "provocative actions" of American journalists who reported from the Russian region of Kursk under Ukrainian control.
The ministry condemned the actions of American journalists who reported from Kursk after Ukrainian forces took control of the region and complained that an American private military company was operating there as well.
In response, the embassy said that independent news organizations "make their own operational and personnel decisions," in a statement Wednesday. "The U.S. government plays no role."
"In fact, we actively discourage all U.S. citizens from traveling to Russia, including for reporting purposes, as we have stated in our Travel Advisory for Russia, which is currently at Level 4: Do Not Travel."
The statement added that "we were not engaged in any aspect of the planning or preparation of this operation. We refer you to the Ukrainians to speak about their own military operations."
The ministry on Tuesday told Holmes that the journalists had entered the region illegally "for propaganda coverage of the crimes of the [Ukrainian] regime." Its statement Tuesday said the Russian law enforcement agencies would investigate Americans "involved in these crimes" and bring them to justice. The ministry did not name any journalists or media outlets.
The European Federation of Journalists on Tuesday strongly condemned earlier Russian threats to prosecute Italian journalists who covered the Ukrainian offensive in Kursk.
"The EFJ considers that these intimidations amount to censorship and are aimed at preventing public opinion from being informed about ongoing operations," the federation said in a statement.
The Washington Post and several other U.S. news organizations have reported from inside Kursk in recent days. The Post said in a story published Aug. 18 that its team traveled to Ukrainian-held territory in Russia to document the extent of Ukrainian control and witness firsthand the conditions remaining Russian civilians face.
"We are proud of our reporting on the Ukraine-Russia war and remain committed to covering all aspects of this important, evolving conflict," a Post spokesperson said.
Russia's Foreign Ministry also complained that an American private military company was fighting on Ukraine's side in Kursk and participating "in the invasion of the territory of the Russian Federation." The ministry statement did not name the company but warned that any foreign military specialists or mercenaries illegally crossing into Russia were legitimate military targets.
According to the ministry, Holmes was warned that these actions, "which run counter to the claims of the Biden administration about its alleged noninvolvement in the attack of Ukrainian neo-Nazis on Russia, clearly prove the involvement of the United States as a direct participant in the conflict."
Earlier, ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said that the journalists were "whitewashing" Ukrainian "crimes" and "manipulating public opinion and creating the necessary background for the West's further support of the Ukrainian Armed Forces."
Zakharova on Wednesday said that only journalists who had Russian accreditation and a visa could report from Kursk.
The threats to prosecute journalists comes just weeks after Russia released several imprisoned activists and American journalist Evan Gershkovich -- who was accused without evidence of espionage -- in a major prisoner swap.
Since Russia began occupying parts of Ukraine, Russian journalists, military bloggers and officials have routinely visited. In 2022, Russia illegally claimed to have annexed the four regions of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, including areas not under its military control.
In June, Russian President Vladimir Putin demanded that Ukraine surrender the remaining territory in those regions as one of several Russian conditions for peace. After Ukraine's incursion into Kursk, however, he and other officials have ruled out peace negotiations while Ukrainian forces remain in Russia territory.
On Monday, Zakharova called journalists who reported from Kursk "traitors to the profession who have stooped as low as direct involvement in the fabrication and dissemination of Ukrainian Nazi propaganda."
A leading press-freedom group called Russia's accusations an attempt to harass journalists and "silence reporting from the Kursk region."
"Russian authorities are desperately trying to silence international reporting from the impacted area after they effectively muzzled local media," said Gulnoza Said of the Committee to Protect Journalists. "They are trying to hide the truth about Ukraine's surprise offensive and Russia's losses in its own territory, which the world knows about thanks to those brave journalists reporting from the area. Media plays an essential role in conflict zones and Russian officials must stop their harassment of journalists covering the war."
Jeremy Barr contributed to this report.
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Police arrest man in Pakistan accused of fueling riots in Britain
Police in Pakistan accuse Farhan Asif of amplifying false information that helped spur far-right and anti-immigrant riots across Britain.
By Jennifer Hassan, Shaiq Hussain | 2024-08-21

Protesters throw a garbage bin onto a fire outside a hotel in Rotherham, England, on Aug. 4. (Hollie Adams/Reuters)


LONDON -- Police in Pakistan have arrested a Lahore man accused of spreading disinformation about a deadly stabbing attack last month that spurred anti-immigrant riots across Britain.
Farhan Asif, 32, is accused of sharing fake information that incited riots in the United Kingdom, Pakistan's Federal Investigation Agency said Wednesday. He is accused of amplifying misinformation about the identity of the attacker who stabbed three children to death July 29 in an article on the website Channel3Now.
Ten people were wounded in the stabbing attack on a Taylor Swift-themed dance class in the northern English city of Southport.
In the hours after the attack, reports circulated online that claimed incorrectly that the attacker was a Muslim and an asylum seeker who had entered Britain illegally.
Far-right protesters took to the streets, some chanting "We want our country back." Rioters attacked a hotel housing asylum seekers, threw bricks at mosques and clashed with police, leaving Muslims and people of color in Britain feeling vulnerable and scared.
While British authorities moved quickly against alleged rioters, arresting more than 1,000 suspects and charging nearly 500, Pakistan's FIA, which investigates cybercrimes, was focusing on a claim that a social media post written thousands of miles from Britain helped fuel the mayhem.
An article published by Channel3Now after the attack claimed incorrectly that police in Britain had arrested "a Muslim asylum seeker" in the stabbings, investigators said in a report dated Tuesday. The article identified the suspect as "Ali al-Shakati" and said he arrived in Britain by boat in 2023.
That claim, investigators said, was "widely shared" to social media and "spurred the far right into violent rioting."
Asif earned money from views generated by posting about crime in Britain, the United States and Australia, investigators said. They accused Asif of using Channel3Now's X account "with the intent to glorify the incident." His actions, they said, "created a sense of fear" in Britain and "caused damage to the reputation of Pakistan."
Channel3Now has been taken offline. The website has not posted on X since Aug. 11.
Police began their probe after Britain's ITV News reported that the riots had been amplified by disinformation online, including by an account it said was "partly based in Pakistan," Faisal Kamran, Lahore's police deputy inspector general, told The Washington Post.
ITV News reported last week that Channel3Now was "one of the accounts most clearly responsible for amplifying" the claim that the attacker was a Muslim asylum seeker.
The suspect is, in fact, Axel Rudakubana, a British citizen born in Cardiff, Wales, to parents from Rwanda who was 17 at the time of the attack, authorities say. A judge agreed to lift the anonymity usually afforded minors in part to curb the false reports driving violence. (Rudakubana has since turned 18.)
ITV News showed footage of its journalists in Pakistan confronting Asif about "the fake news article." The outlet said Channel3Now "regularly publishes hyperbolic news stories under the pretense of being an American-style TV channel."
Asif reportedly told the journalists that the article had been deleted and those responsible for publishing it had been fired.
"I don't know how such a small article or a minor Twitter account could cause widespread confusion," he said, according to ITV News.
Investigators told The Post that they summoned Asif for questioning and seized two laptops and one cellphone. During the search, they reported, the X account for Channel3Now appeared to be "active" on the recovered digital media. Asif told police that he had hired four people to help run the website but that he had since fired those individuals, investigators said.
"We found that he works alone and he has not hired anyone," Kamran said. "It was a lie."
Asif "confessed his guilt," the police report said, and claimed he obtained the information from another X posting and reposted it. Investigators noted that Asif "failed to" verify "the authenticity" of the material. He has never been to Britain, the report said.
Asif is due to appear in court Thursday, Pakistan's Dawn newspaper reported.
William Booth contributed to this report.
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New Starbucks CEO allowed company jet for 1,000-mile commute to Seattle
Activists and those concerned about climate change criticized Starbucks for allowing Brian Niccol to use a company jet to commute from Newport Beach, Calif., to Seattle.
By Leo Sands | 2024-08-22

A Starbucks in London. (Hollie Adams/Reuters)


Starbucks is giving its incoming chief executive, Brian Niccol, access to a company-owned jet to commute roughly 1,000 miles to its headquarters in Seattle -- a perk that sparked criticism from activists and others concerned about the environmental impact of private jets.
In its offer letter to Niccol, Starbucks said he would not be required to relocate. Instead, Starbucks would establish a small remote office in Newport Beach, Calif. -- but Niccol "will be eligible to use the Company aircraft for ... travel between your city of residence and the Company's headquarters," states the letter, dated Aug. 11 and made public in an SEC filing.
Starbucks's hybrid work policy requires employees at its Seattle headquarters who live within commuting distance to work from the office at least three days a week.
A Starbucks spokesperson told CNBC that Niccol will also be expected to work from the office at least three days a week when not traveling for work, in alignment with the company's broader policy. Starbucks did not immediately respond to a request for comment early Thursday.
Public records list Niccol's address in Newport Beach, some 992 miles from Seattle. Niccol's previous role was chief executive of Chipotle Mexican Grill -- the headquarters of which he relocated from Denver to Newport Beach.
Environmental scientists and climate activists say private jets emit a disproportionately damaging carbon footprint compared with other forms of transportation.
"As the world faces unprecedented heat waves, droughts, floods, and other dire consequences of an accelerating climate crisis, it is unjustifiable for companies to offer company aircraft as employee perks," Clara Thompson, a climate activist at Greenpeace, said in an email Thursday. "These jets are a stark symbol of social and climate injustice, where a privileged few indulge in the most environmentally damaging form of travel for mere convenience."
According to a report by Transport & Environment, a European clean-transportation advocacy group, a private jet can emit 2 metric tons of CO2 in an hour. For comparison, the report said, the average European Union citizen produces about 8.2 tons of emissions over the course of a year.
In 2020, Starbucks set itself a public target to reduce its carbon emissions "in our direct operations and supply chain" by half. At the time, it said its goal was to eventually become "resource-positive," by storing more carbon than it emits. In March, Starbucks's own environmental and sustainability assessment said the coffee chain's total emissions increased by 8 percent compared with baseline levels in 2010.
"Going to need a lot more paper straws for this one," joked one user on X in reaction to reports about Niccol's expected use of the private jet, referencing Starbucks's policy of introducing sustainable straws to reduce landfill waste. "Don't preach about sustainability," another said.
Niccol, who helped revive the fortunes of Chipotle, will officially take on his role at Starbucks on Sept. 9. He replaces Laxman Narasimhan, who the company announced this month was stepping down with immediate effect.
According to the Federal Aviation Administration's registry, Starbucks operates a 2007 Gulfstream G550 jet through its Seattle-based subsidiary Starbucks Capital Asset Leasing Company. It was not immediately clear whether this is the aircraft Niccol would be using.
Niccol is expected in Seattle "as is required to perform your duties and responsibilities," according to the letter. The coffee chain will also offer him temporary housing in Seattle for up to three months until he has secured "permanent secondary housing."
Taylor Telford and Aaron Gregg contributed to this report.
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Huge Canadian railway work stoppage threatens U.S. economy 
Canada's two largest railroads shut down Thursday morning in response to a labor dispute that could quickly have dire consequences for the U.S. economy.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-08-22

Railcars sit idle Monday at the Canadian Pacific Kansas City yard in Port Coquitlam, B.C. The two railroads involved in the work stoppage started winding down operations this week. (Darryl Dyck/Canadian Press/AP) 


Canada's two largest railroads shut down early Thursday in response to a labor dispute that could have dire consequences for North America's economy, threatening deliveries of cars, timber, petroleum products, grain and other crucial supplies.
The Canadian Pacific Kansas City railroad and the Canadian National Railway locked out Teamsters union members at 12:01 a.m. after they failed to reach a deal with Teamsters Canada Rail Conference on a contract late Wednesday, despite days of heated negotiations.
The Canadian government has rejected calls to intervene, but Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Wednesday urged parties to "get to a resolution."
The Teamsters say the railways are requesting that the union make concessions "on crew scheduling, rail safety, and fatigue management" -- echoing union concerns at the heart of a threatened 2022 rail strike in the United States. Meanwhile, the railroads say they have offered significant pay increases and addressed concerns about scheduling.
Teamsters Canada, which represents nearly 10,000 rail workers at the two companies, has been without contracts at the companies since the end of 2023.
The fallout of a Canadian rail strike could be far-reaching in the United States and Canada. Businesses have warned of "devastating consequences" that could trigger inflated prices and supply-chain shortages across North America and beyond. The U.S. railway Union Pacific has said a shutdown would sideline more than 2,500 railcars that normally cross the U.S.-Canada border each day, according to a company document reviewed by The Washington Post.
This week, in a letter addressed to President Joe Biden as well as other U.S. and Canadian officials, dozens of trade associations, including the American Farm Bureau Federation and the National Cotton Council, said a rail shutdown would trigger "harmful consequences for Canadian and American agricultural producers, the agricultural industry, and both domestic and global food security."
Each day of a work stoppage would require three to five days for the railroads to recover, said Jonathan Abecassis, a Canadian National spokesman.
The strike will also have major implications for travelers on Canada's passenger rail lines, forcing tens of thousands of commuters in Canada's three largest cities to find alternate transportation.
The railroads started winding down operations this week in anticipation of a shutdown. Shipments of perishable and hazardous products -- such as frozen food, propane and chlorine used to purify water -- had been halted to avoid stranding dangerous or spoilable products. The companies in recent days began stopping rail shipments that start in Canada, as well as those originating in the United States and headed for Canada. Now that massive flow of goods has screeched to a complete halt.
Murad Al-Katib, chief executive of AGT Foods, one of the world's largest suppliers of staple foods such as beans and wheat, said food supply chains would be "immediately disrupted," noting that many commodities -- such as peas, lentils, chickpeas and durum wheat used for pasta -- travel across the Canadian border to U.S. processing and packaging facilities.
"This is a disastrous outcome that's going to lead to higher prices and processing plants shutting down," Al-Katib said.
Some companies have made contingency plans to transport goods by truck, but logistics experts say truckers will not be able to meet the excess demand.
The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, one of the largest U.S. rail unions, which is affiliated with the Teamsters, has told some 51,000 stateside members that they can refuse to cross any picket lines operated by Canadian rail workers, according to a copy of the letter obtained by The Post.
Canadian Pacific Kansas City served a lockout notice to the union on Aug. 9. Then the union on Sunday issued a strike notice to the company. Separately, Canadian National issued the union a lockout notice on Sunday.
The Teamsters said the railroads are demanding "grueling on-call schedules" and concessions around worker scheduling and safety provisions, "regardless of the risks" as the railroads face worker shortages. Canadian National is also forcing workers to relocate across the country for months at a time to combat understaffing, the union said. The union said it does not want to make sacrifices on its workers' availability or relocations.
Paul Boucher, president of Teamsters Canada Rail Conference, said in a statement on Thursday that the companies "have shown themselves willing to compromise rail safety and tear families apart to earn an extra buck," adding that "their sole focus is boosting their bottom line, even if it means jeopardizing the entire economy."
Both rail companies said they've made generous offers to the union.
Canadian National said in a statement Thursday that the company "had no choice but to finalize a safe and orderly shutdown and proceed with a lockout," adding that the union had "not shown any urgency or desire to reach a deal that is good for employees, the company and the economy."
Patrick Waldron, a spokesman for Canadian Pacific Kansas City, said in a statement Tuesday that the railway had offered "significant wage increases" but had withdrawn an improvement intended to address the union's concerns about scheduling because of union leadership's opposition to that offer.
Rail transport carries billions of dollars in goods between Canada and the United States every month, according to the U.S. Transportation Department. Roughly 30 percent of all freight rail operations in Canada cross into the United States each year, the Association of American Railroads said.
In 2022, Congress and Biden intervened in a dispute between U.S. railways and unions about concerns similar to those reported by Canadian rail workers, such as severe understaffing and grueling schedules, forcing a deal that averted a strike.
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Work Advice: Defending your performance without being 'defensive'
My bosses say I do good work, but they keep focusing on my old issues and then telling me I'm emotional and defensive when I try to explain. 
By Karla Miller | 2024-08-22

iStock (DNY59/iStock)


Reader: I'm looking for advice on how to be perceived as less defensive when my bosses unexpectedly question my work. Poor communication led to me being told my work was very good -- except my communication style. My bosses said they were "at the end of their rope" because I was always making excuses for projects not getting done.
I've since improved on the issues of concern. However, whenever there's a misunderstanding or question about one of my projects, they inevitably bring back all the old baggage and start accusing me -- wrongly -- of continuing to have my former issues. When I try to explain why they're wrong, or provide proof that whatever they've assumed is not the case, I'm told I'm being emotional and defensive.
I understand being a senior-level employee often involves accepting feedback, but it doesn't seem fair to expect me to sit there silently, taking unwarranted criticism. Especially if it means accepting this narrative that I'm bad at my job when I've gone to great lengths to address each of their prior issues with my performance.
I'm wondering if it's just too late for me at this small company and I should move on. I really like my colleagues and my work. But I hate feeling like it's just hanging over my head that if I make even a small mistake, we go right back to me being a "problem," and I can't speak up without being "defensive." I'm a people-pleaser, and this is really bringing me down, in the office and in my personal life.
Karla: The problem with responding to people who label you defensive is that anything you say to counter their misperceptions is going to sound, well, defensive.
Your experience shows why, when I receive letters describing co-workers as "ADD" or "OCD," I suggest ditching armchair diagnoses and focusing on performance and results. Not only is it prohibited under the Americans With Disabilities Act to base employment decisions on your assumptions about workers' presumed or confirmed medical or behavioral conditions -- it's rude. No one likes to have all their mistakes, quirks and needs boiled down to a reductive label that gets thrown in their face after every hiccup. Who wouldn't get "emotional" and "defensive" about that?
Whether you still have self-work to do, or whether your managers are too hung up on history to acknowledge your progress, you're stuck in a negative feedback loop with management: they question, you explain, they label you. Below are some ideas on how to short-circuit that.
Get ahead of complaints. Try to anticipate issues so that when questioned, you're not caught on your back foot. Set up regular check-ins, formal or casual, to report to your bosses on your progress and uncover concerns. If a project appears to be foundering or lagging, don't wait for them to complain about it.
Turn indictments into interviews and explanations into questions. When you feel on the defensive, sometimes you can redirect the energy by asking questions. It might take some mental gymnastics and deep breathing to keep your tone sincere, but by asking questions, you're engaging rather than blocking your bosses.
"What would help reassure you that the project is on track?"
"May I show you where I am in the process, so you can let me know if I need to adjust?"
"What if [obstacle] happens?" (Instead of "That won't work because of [obstacle].")
And, saving the hardest for last:
Answer without explaining.
"Oh, thank you for pointing that out. I'll get it taken care of."
"Oops, my mistake. I'll fix it" (only if it was your mistake).
"I see your concern. How would you like me to handle this?"
These might sound like you're accepting blame and endorsing their narrative. But in fact you're acknowledging their concerns and either offering a solution or putting the solution-finding ball back in their court. What you're not doing is wasting energy swinging at shadows. They try to drag you into an argument about your old ways? Drop the rope. "That's a topic I would prefer to discuss in a more formal setting, maybe with HR. For now, can we focus on resolving this specific issue?"
You say you've gone to great lengths to improve on the old issues. Does that include working with a professional therapist or counselor? Recognizing that you're a "people pleaser" is a good start, but an expert can help delve past that label into understanding why criticism and questioning feel like personal attacks that you must defend against. An expert might even help you identify situations when keeping people happy isn't worth the effort and isn't even about you.
Of course you want to please your bosses, but if they're hypercritical or poor managers or otherwise a bad fit, it may be time to find bosses worth pleasing.
Another reason for talking your issues through with a professional is that you might qualify for an official diagnosis that could trigger protections under the ADA, leading to more productive dialogues about accommodations and communication styles.
Just to bring this full circle, let's go back to what I said above about ditching diagnoses and labels to focus on performance and results. If you boil down everything you and your bosses have said about you, here's what's left:
You do good work. And you care about doing good work. Everything else is negotiable.
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Markets and households eagerly await Powell's hints about Fed rate cut
Jerome Powell's Jackson Hole speech will offer the clearest clue yet about what the Federal Reserve plans to do with interest rates at its September meeting.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-08-22

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell speaks at a news conference in July after the central bank opted to leave interest rates unchanged. (Kevin Mohatt/Reuters)


JACKSON HOLE, Wyo. -- Financial markets, economic officials, businesses and households nationwide are eager for any hints about when the Federal Reserve will ease up on the economy and cut interest rates.
This week could bring the surest signal yet, when Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell delivers what will be his most important speech of the year on Friday morning. Analysts broadly expect that long-awaited cuts will begin at the Fed's next meeting in September. Still, no one knows yet whether central bankers will opt for a more aggressive cut, out of fears that the job market is slowing too much, or simply lower rates by a more typical quarter of a point.
Powell, though, is unlikely to give much in the way of detailed specifics, if his track record is any guide. Instead, he'll probably aim for carefully calibrated remarks that leave plenty of options on the table. With inflation ebbing to near-normal levels, Fed leaders are shifting their focus to other parts of the economy that could begin to buckle under the continued weight of high interest rates, which the central bank pushed up to combat rising prices.
Remarks by Fed officials sometimes attract close attention only from policy wonks and stock traders. But with the economy's future path unclear, Powell's speech this week comes with high stakes.
"The risks at this point have really swung from being mainly about inflation staying too high, to concerns about whether the labor market is likely to deteriorate," said Karen Dynan, who was the chief economist at the Treasury Department during the Obama administration and is now at Harvard. "The risks to the dual mandate have gotten much more balanced."
Powell's speech is the headline event of the Jackson Hole Economic Symposium, an annual "who's who" of central bankers and economists in Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming. This time around, Powell and his colleagues have plenty to show for their fight to stabilize the economy: Inflation in July cooled to the lowest level since spring 2021. The unemployment rate has remained low, and consumers are still spending. The United States also leads its peers on beating back price increases and continuing to grow in the face of high rates.
But instead of celebrating, the Fed is fending off critics who argue it has kept rates too high for too long, jeopardizing the very strength that has defined the post-pandemic economy. Rates now sit at a level between 5.25 and 5.5 percent, where they've held steady since July 2023. Just a few days after the central bank opted against a rate cut last month, weaker-than-expected jobs data stoked fears that employers were pulling back. A dicey day of trading followed, sending global markets deep into the red. Wage growth in July was also the slowest since mid-2021, and job vacancies have narrowed considerably.
Officials are also grappling with fresh data showing the economy created 818,000 fewer jobs from April 2023 through March 2024, marking the biggest revision to federal jobs data in 15 years. That only adds to pressure on the Fed to cut rates, and for Powell to possibly address how those pared-back figures shape his outlook on the labor market.
Already, Fed officials have increasingly been talking about managing multiple risks at once. Central bankers are tasked with keeping inflation in check and helping the job market grow as much as possible. After several years of emphasizing inflation, the dual-mandate seesaw is getting trickier to balance again.
"Go too soon, and you undermine progress on inflation," Powell said at a news conference in July, referring to the timing of rate cuts. "Wait too long or don't go fast enough, and you put at risk the recovery. And so we have to balance those two things. ... It's a rough balance."
A growing number of economists say the Fed has fallen behind the curve once again, just as it did when inflation first shot up in 2021. The unemployment rate is gradually rising, and the worry is that the shakiness could ramp up quickly, with huge consequences for workers and their employers.
Lindsay Owens, executive director of the left-leaning Groundwork Collaborative, said the Fed should act proactively -- rather than move so slow that it is only reacting to hazards as they pop up.
"Since that [July] meeting, we've had softening in the labor market, and softer-than-expected inflation numbers," Owens said. "They're going to have to play catch-up."
Owens said Powell has a chance this week to say "have no fear. We're going to move aggressively next month."
Minutes released Wednesday from the Fed's July meeting showed that "several" officials already saw a path to a quarter-point cut or indicated that they could have supported such a move given progress on inflation and a gradual rise in the unemployment rate. That discussion happened days before the release of the disappointing July jobs report, and a few weeks before latest employment data revisions, suggesting some central bankers already thought the job market had slowed enough to justify a cut even then.
After the surprising July jobs report, financial markets and major Wall Street firms increased the probability that the Fed would cut rates by a half-point in September, instead of a more typical quarter-point. Another option is for Powell to signal a string of quarter-point hikes at each of this year's remaining meetings in September, November and December.
The Fed tries to avoid the political fray, but a November cut would fall the week of the presidential election. There's unlikely to be any official mention of politics at Jackson Hole, at least, even as the Democratic National Convention caps off in Chicago and the Trump campaign zigzags the country to woo voters on an economic message.
Fed leaders hurtle past political questions like Olympians. But their oversight of the economy could be significantly altered depending on who wins in November. Economists expect that GOP nominee and former president Donald Trump's proposals for mass deportations and higher tariffs would send prices up. Trump has also mused about wanting the president to have more control over monetary policy, long considered the Fed's responsibility free from interference by elected officials. Meanwhile, Vice President Kamala Harris's populist policy agenda could also stoke inflation by, for example, boosting housing demand, even as her Democratic campaign emphasizes lowering costs for the basics.
The exact state of the economy right now is also a bit in flux. Appearing on CBS News's "Face the Nation" on Sunday, Chicago Fed President Austan Goolsbee said that even though rates have stayed high for a year, the economic conditions today are different from what they were last summer, when inflation was higher. He said officials have to be cautious when there's a pileup of "warning signs," like a rise in credit card delinquencies and small-business defaults.
"When you set a rate high like we have, and hold it there while inflation falls, you're actually tightening," Goolsbee said. "Credit conditions are getting tighter."
Mary Daly, president of the San Francisco Fed, told the Financial Times this week that there wasn't a need for a dramatic response to a slowing job market. Daly said the economy was "not in an urgent place" or barreling toward recession. As a result, officials could take a more gradual approach.
"Gradualism is not weak," she said. "It's not slow, it's not behind. It's just prudent."
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Labor market was weaker than previously reported in big fix to jobs data
The economy created 818,000 fewer jobs than previously reported in the year ending in March, according to data released Wednesday by the Bureau of Labor Statics.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Rachel Siegel | 2024-08-21

A "now hiring" sign at a FedEx store in New York this month. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


Job growth in the United States in the year ending in March was far less robust than previously reported by the federal government, giving ammunition to critics who suggest the Federal Reserve may be late to cutting interest rates.
The government reported Wednesday that the economy created 818,000 fewer jobs from April 2023 through March 2024, in the biggest revision to federal jobs data in 15 years, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
The revisions add to arguments that the Fed has been overly focused on curbing inflation, to the detriment of the labor market. The data offers a more dour snapshot of a labor market that had appeared incredibly strong, especially last summer and earlier this year, underscoring the case for rate cuts at the Fed's next board meeting, in September. The Fed was already signaling such a move, but now officials will face calls to trim rates more aggressively.
"We already knew we had been living the best of consumers being discerning but not defeated. That narrative is contingent on the labor market holding up and layoffs remaining in check," said Diane Swonk, chief economist at KPMG. "The Fed needs to cut if they want to sustain the Goldilocks scenario."
To be sure, other labor market benchmarks for April 2023 through March 2024 still looked pretty strong. For example, the unemployment rate during this period was still at historic lows, under 4 percent. And weekly requests for unemployment benefits also remained near longtime lows.
The Biden administration was quick to point that out. Democrats emphasize the labor market's strength as a pillar of economic resilience since the pandemic. Meanwhile, Republicans have been critical of the White House and Fed's handling of the economy as inflation rose to the highest level in 40 years.
"This preliminary estimate doesn't change the fact that the jobs recovery has been and remains historically strong, delivering solid job and wage gains, strong consumer spending, and record small business creation," Jared Bernstein, chair of the White House's Council of Economic Advisers, said in a statement.
Former president Donald Trump, speaking at a campaign rally Wednesday in North Carolina, railed against the revised data. Telling his supporters there was a "massive scandal," Trump falsely said the figures weren't so much a "revision" as they were a "lie." He also accused Vice President Kamala Harris and President Joe Biden of "fraudulently manipulating job statistics to hide the true extent of the economic ruin that they've inflicted on America."
"They said they existed and they never did exist," Trump told the crowd. "They built them up so that they could say what a wonderful job they're doing."
The Bureau of Labor Statistics releases revisions to data all the time, including during the Trump administration. But it's unusual for revisions to be this large.
Economists say the shock of the pandemic, which introduced forces into the labor market from mass retirements to immigration pattern changes, has made it difficult to assess labor market growth. This revision marks the largest adjustment to employment data since 2009, when the economy was in the throes of the worst recession in decades.
"What you're seeing is an echo of the large shocks that we're just working our way through," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM. "We're trying to ascertain the size of the labor force and its flows."
Investors shrugged off the revisions, and markets were mostly flat after the release.
The new data comes as Federal Reserve officials are headed to Wyoming for the annual Jackson Hole Economic Symposium, where Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell is set to deliver a speech Friday. Markets have been awaiting hints about a September rate cut, but now officials will be pressed to explain how the pared-back jobs figures shape their understanding of an economy.
Skanda Amarnath, executive director of the left-leaning think tank Employ America, said slower job growth ought to be reflected in lower rates moving forward. He said Fed officials have pointed to strong hiring as reason to hold off on rate cuts and stay focused on inflation.
"If these [Fed] members are actually going to maintain some intellectual consistency here, they should be ready to mark down both their labor market and their policy rate assessments accordingly," Amarnath said. "Remains to be seen whether we'll see any of that."
Professional and business services -- or white-collar jobs -- was the industry with the biggest downward revisions, accounting for more than 40 percent of the lost jobs. Leisure and hospitality also lost jobs. Overall, the revisions translate into roughly 174,000 jobs created per month on average during that period, a decrease from the previously reported rate of 243,000 jobs per month. The revisions are considered preliminary and will be finalized in February.
More recent signs of a cooling labor market have appeared this year. The unemployment rate has gradually ticked up this year, hitting 4.3 percent in July, the highest rate since 2021. The number of job openings has also fallen over the year, and the rate at which people are quitting jobs has also fallen.
It is unclear whether Powell on Friday will directly address the new jobs figures in his remarks, which are carefully calibrated and rarely fixate on an individual data point. But he has already acknowledged that jobs data may not be perfect.
Minutes released Wednesday from the Fed's July meeting showed "several" Fed officials saw a path to a quarter-point cut last month, indicating that they could have supported such a move given easing inflation and an uptick of the unemployment rate.
That is notable because officials convened before the release of the disappointing July jobs report and the latest BLS revisions, suggesting some central bankers already thought the job market was slowing enough to justify a cut. Now, the consensus is for a move in September.
"The vast majority observed that, if the data continued to come in about as expected, it would likely be appropriate to ease policy at the next meeting," the minutes read.
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Consumers' hunt for value boosts sales at retailers heeding the call
Target and the parent company of TJ Maxx reported increased sales in the second quarter as consumers try to stretch their dollars amid inflation.
By Jaclyn Peiser, Hannah Ziegler | 2024-08-21

Target, which recently announced it was lowering prices on thousands of items, had a better second quarter than Wall Street expected. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Consumers are hungry for value, and the retailers feeding those cravings are getting a boost.
Target and off-price retailer TJX -- the parent company of TJ Maxx, Marshalls and HomeGoods -- saw sales grow in the second quarter as shoppers snatched up opportunities for lower prices on groceries, household essentials, apparel and kitchenware.
"The conversation seems to have taken a turn to incremental, value-seeking behavior," said Dylan Carden, an analyst at William Blair. "It's just a continuation of what a lot of people have been saying for a long time, which is that the consumer only has so much capacity to continue to absorb price."
Consumers have remained exceptionally resilient despite inflation. Food costs, while easing, are still 21 percent higher than they were in July 2020. Nonetheless, retail sales in July rose 1 percent from June, according to Commerce Department data released last week.
While the results were probably buoyed by summer sales at several retailers -- including Amazon, Target and Walmart -- they also suggested that consumers are becoming more selective in their purchases even as they remain willing to spend. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
"American families continue to deal with a lot," Richard Gomez, Target's chief commercial officer, said in the earnings call Wednesday. "Yes, they're hunting for deals and everyday value. But they're also willing to shop when they find that right combination of fashion and newness at the right price."
Target's second quarter was better than Wall Street expected, leading its stock price to surge 12 percent by midday Wednesday. Comparable sales grew 2 percent compared with the same period last year, and purchases in discretionary categories, like apparel and home decor, also grew.
The results come months after the company announced it was lowering prices on roughly 5,000 items, including staples such as milk, produce, bread and coffee, as well as diapers and pet food. Since then, the number of transactions grew 3 percent year-over-year.
Target, along with several other retailers, has also leaned into its private-label brands. Gomez noted the company is investing in new offerings among its apparel, food and home brands. Walmart, which reported stronger-than-expected sales last week, also pointed to its private-label assortment as a contributor to its successful quarter. The nation's largest retailer has gained traction among all income levels, executives said.
Meanwhile, TJX saw sales grow 5.6 percent compared with the same period last year, keeping up its consistent growth over the past few years, which boosted its share price by over 5 percent midday Wednesday. The company raised its full-year guidance, with chief executive Ernie Herrman noting in a call with analysts that "we're convinced that consumers will keep seeking value."
"In many ways, this is TJX's market to shine in as consumers migrate to retailers which allow them to stretch their dollars further," said Neil Saunders, a managing director at the analytics company GlobalData. TJX offers product assortments that "feel fresh and contain a good mix of compelling brands and great deals," he added.
In contrast, Macy's has continued to face headwinds. The department store cut its full-year sales forecast Wednesday after its second-quarter revenue fell 3.8 percent from the same period last year. Same-store sales slid 4 percent from a year ago.
The company has struggled to draw consumers and had to mark down more products than expected to rekindle demand. Shoppers became more "discriminating" as the quarter progressed, Macy's chief executive Antony Spring said during the retailer's second-quarter earnings call Wednesday.
"Everybody is being a little more cautious as they watch what's going on in the macro environment and just being more judicious in the purchases they make," Spring said.
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These 3 refreshing wines, starting at $14, will keep you cool in summer
Two white wines plus a Provencal rose to slake off your thirst this week.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-08-22

FROM LEFT: Biagio Pinot Grigio 2022; Maison Saleya Rose 2023; Txakoli Malda 2023. (Rey Lopez/for The Washington Post)


Summer's heat calls for refreshing wines to keep us from melting and to slake our thirst. This week we're featuring a fruit-forward pinot grigio from Sicily, a pale-yet-flavorful Provencal rose and a bracing white from Spain's Basque country to help cool your mood.
Sicily, Italy, $14
This pinot grigio benefits from Sicily's warmth, displaying ripe flavors of melon, mango and lime draped around a core of acidity. I liked it even more the second day at nearly room temperature, which lets the fruit shine. This is a delicious wine for casual sipping or to pair with lighter fish or chicken dishes. Alcohol by volume: 12 percent. Bottle weight: 485 grams (Light).
Imported by Biagio Cru and Estate Wines. Distributed locally by Artisans & Vines.
Coteaux-d'Aix-en-Provence, France, $17
Named for a flower market in Nice, Maison Saleya makes a textbook Provence rose, pale pink in color but bursting with flavors of ripe berries and red fruit. A slight herbal character adds interest to the finish. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 630 grams (Heavy).
Imported by Kobrand. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Gelariako Txakolina, Spain, $19
Txakoli, produced in Spain's Basque region from a grape variety called hondarrabi zuri (sometimes spelled as hondarribi zuri), is known for searing acidity. That bracing character softens as the wine breathes and warms, revealing notes of green apple, pear, sea salt, lime and sage. ABV: 11 percent. BW: 385 grams (Light).
Imported by Grapes of Spain. Distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Ask Sahaj: If trolls think Harris is a 'DEI hire,' what do people think of me?
The trolls attacking Kamala Harris online makes this South Asian lawyer worry about how others see her. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-08-22

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: With Vice President Kamala Harris running for the presidency, all the trolls seem to be out attacking her in really vile ways because of her racial identity and gender. I am a South Asian woman and lawyer about her age, and I find myself wondering if everyone thinks of me the way they talk about Harris -- DEI hire, just got where she was for diversity, etc.
How can I stop distrusting people and assuming that's what at least some of them think? It is really bothering me.
-- Wondering
Wondering: It's possible that some people do think that you are a "DEI hire." After all, you are hearing these things about someone who looks like you and has a similar career background. However, some people is not every person, and you can't let "trolls" inform your new relationships, how you show up at work, or how you feel about yourself.
When people use the term "DEI hire," they mean it in a tokenizing, exclusionary way. But here's the truth: When other people think this about you, it says more about the systems that you exist and work in than it does about your abilities. It says more about those people, who think "being diverse" is a bad thing, than it does about the fact that your diverse experiences and background being an asset, a strength, a superpower.
What's more important here is if you feel like a diversity hire at your workplace. For instance, do you feel like you're able to advocate for yourself in your work environment, or do you feel like your every move is a potential risk? Do you feel like you fit in the workplace culture or are you being forced to fit? Are there other diverse voices, people or initiatives at your company?
You are internalizing these comments about Harris and it's chipping away at your self esteem. That's what microaggressions do, but I encourage you to try to focus on where -- and with whom -- you feel a sense of safety and support so you don't lose yourself to this commentary.
Regardless of what others may think about you, remember that you are qualified, otherwise you probably wouldn't have gotten to where you are. It's not your responsibility to manage other people's biases or narratives about you.
Dear Sahaj: As an older single woman, I downsized to a smaller home in a less expensive state. Despite the isolating factors of the pandemic, I made efforts to become acquainted with nearby neighbors. Two married couples who were already close friends started inviting me to their patio parties. While I have appreciated the opportunity to socialize with them, I find it hurtful and confusing that they provide very short (around two hours) notice when inviting me to events that have obviously been planned well in advance. Other guests have apparently been given the courtesy of reasonable advance notice.
Having accepted and attended despite feeling somewhat insulted and humiliated, I'm ready to risk speaking up, preferably in a way that helps to reveal the rationale for their discourtesy while preserving the option for friendly, neighborly relations. I'd greatly appreciate your advice on how to handle the communication.
-- Confused
Confused: Before you take your neighbors' behavior personally or reinforce this story, consider what other factors are at play. For example, I wonder if you have evidence that your neighbors' parties have been planned "well in advance." Or what other patterns are feeding this belief that your neighbors are being "discourteous." I also am curious if -- and how -- your relationship is nurtured with one another beyond these parties. Do you have the type of relationship where you do other things together? One where you both make an effort to get to know each other or spend time together?
After all, being acquainted with your neighbors and being friends with them are two different things. And you sound disappointed that your neighbors are not giving you the type of friendship you are seeking -- or that they may have with each other. While it makes sense that that makes you sad or feel lonely, I'd encourage you to focus on relationships you can nurture or activities (like a local hobby club) you could join to expand your community.
If you feel like there's a real friendship there, you may consider saying something next time like, "Hey, I had fun at your party last weekend. I've noticed that I am always invited at the last minute and it makes me feel like an afterthought. I value your friendship and I'd love to talk about it." You can't change how other people act, but you can communicate how it makes you feel.
You also get to decide for yourself what behavior you are willing to tolerate. If you feel "insulted" or "humiliated" -- which are strong feelings -- you should consider setting a boundary for yourself. This may sound like, "I'd love to come, but without advance notice it's hard for me to make it work."
Explore what it is you really need to take care of yourself, and what pieces of the puzzle you are filling in without more information, and take it from there. Good luck!
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Tim Walz's hot dish recipe is heavy on the tots, light on the pretense
Vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz has won multiple hot dish contests. Despite appearances, his 2014 winner boasts a layer of sophistication.
By Tim Carman | 2024-08-22

(Washington Post illustration; Bonnie Ryan/AP; iStock)


At some point while preparing Tim Walz's Turkey Trot Tater Tot Hotdish, I was struck by the self-effacing nature of the Minnesota governor's recipe. The instructions call for you to make a roux, but they don't call it a roux. They ask you to add milk and half-and-half to the roux to create a bechamel, but they don't call it a bechamel. They ask you to add cheese to the (admittedly enhanced) bechamel to turn it into a mornay sauce, but they don't call it mornay sauce.
Tucked into Walz's Upper Midwest hot dish, in other words, are techniques that would not be foreign to anyone with a copy of "Mastering the Art of French Cooking." I'm loath to make pronouncements about a dish I knew so little about three weeks ago, but based on conversations with food-writing peers and my own spasmodic Googling, I think it's fair to say that hot dish, at least historically, has leaned more into manufactured foods than into Mmes. Child, Bertholle and Beck and their authoritative cookbook.
Get the recipe: Tim Walz's Tater Tot Hotdish
Walz's recipe is no ordinary hot dish. It won the 2014 Minnesota Congressional Delegation Hotdish Competition, back when Walz was a U.S. congressman representing the state's first district. The Democrat beat out nine other entries, including a dessert variation from Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D), which she dubbed, with a kind of prosaic country-radio whimsy, "It's So Cold My Hotdish Froze." In announcing the winner, the Minnesota Star Tribune wrote, "Walz's recipe requires a do-it-yourself cream of mushroom soup, which probably goes a long way in explaining its appeal."

Tim Walz's Tater Tot Hotdish. See recipe link, above. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Walz, 60, is now, of course, Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate, and as such, pundits and reporters have been dissecting every aspect of his life, practically from the moment he was born in West Point, Neb. This relentless newsgathering has included a healthy curiosity about the Walz's go-to dishes, a reliably blue-collar roster that he promotes as if reading off a list of signature foods from his native state and his adopted one: The governor digs a good Juicy Lucy, runzas, cinnamon rolls dunked in chili, cookie salad and, as noted, hot dish (sometimes condensed into one word, hotdish, as if careful not to violate our personal space).
To date, the reported sample of Walz's favorite foods is so small -- and seemingly so well-curated -- that I find it hard separate the truth from the pandering. I don't believe for a second that the man's appetite is as colorless as he would lead us to believe in his sit-down with Harris this month. You know the conversation: the one in which Walz said he likes "white guy tacos," with ground beef, cheese and apparently zero seasonings, Old El Paso or otherwise.
"They said to be careful and let her know this: That black pepper is the top of the spice level in Minnesota," Walz told the vice president. To my mind, Walz was just playing the role he was assigned in this campaign-minded exchange: Coach Vanilla against Harris's Chili Queen.
Yet, for a few days, the interview fueled the MAGA outrage machine, which revved its engines for sensitive White guys unable to differentiate a joke from the truth.
For me, the conversation simply contributed to the general murkiness around Walz's dietary life. I don't have a real sense yet what whets the governor's appetite. Most of the foods he has name-checked are not designed for daily consumption, and I'd venture a guess that Walz can't secure a runza within 100 miles of the governor's mansion. Which is probably why he was so happy to wrap his hands around one of these Volga German meat pockets at a recent campaign stop in Omaha. As a fellow Nebraska native, I understand: I know the warm, bone-deep nostalgia of biting into a runza after a long dry spell.
Russian-inspired meat pockets aside, I also believe that Walz stands firmly for Diet Mountain Dew, the much-maligned soda that glows like Ghostbusters slime. The Star Tribune reported that Walz doesn't drink coffee or alcohol, the latter because of a drunken-driving arrest in 1995. "His beverage of choice is Diet Mountain Dew, lots of it," the paper noted. The drink unlocks a small insight about Walz: He seems to have a raging sweet tooth, gauging by a soda formulated with aspartame, said to be 200 times sweeter than sugar.
The governor would seem to come naturally to his embrace of hot dish: His wife, Gwen Walz, is a native of Minnesota, where hot dish has been a way of life for multiple generations (though its popularity is waning among younger Minnesotans, I'm told). His affection for the dish, then, is as much an act of love as it is a political necessity.
Hot dish can be tricky to define. The documentary "Minnesota Hotdish: A Love Story" -- the most charming film you'll ever watch about a casserole -- quotes a pair of authorities who say that, in most cases, the dish has a protein and a starch, bound together by "some kind of sauce." It could be a tomato, cream of mushroom or a cheddar cheese sauce -- or some combination. "It may have a vegetable," says Rae Katherine Eighmey, one of the authors of "Potluck Paradise." The dish also tends to be topped with buttered breadcrumbs or Tater Tots to give the creamy concoction a little crunch.
On the other hand, Lee Svitak Dean, who served as a food writer and editor for the Star Tribune for four decades, says she subscribes to author Beatrice Ojakangas's formula for hot dish, which boldly embraces vegetables as a primary component. The kind of veg can vary, Dean says. Hot dish can feature onions, celery, green beans, carrots or corn. I should note, however, that it typically does not include peas, as Walz discovered when he tweeted a photo of his Tater Tot hot dish in 2022, complete with the green little buggers. "Might not be able to vote for someone who puts peas and carrots in hot dish," one commenter scolded.
Hot dish, as the documentary explains, can trace its roots to World War I, when the federal government asked Americans to cut back on protein so more of the available meat supply could be shipped to soldiers on the front lines. It led to a starch-and-veg heavy dish known as hot pot. The name and preparation evolved into hot dish somewhere between the big wars, and perhaps because it was created in a time of austerity, the dish has made room for American convenience foods: condensed soups, canned vegetables and, when they became widely available in the mid-1950s, Tater Tots, arguably the greatest thing ever made from scraps.
Walz's award-winning hot dish from 2014 -- I should point out that he won the Minnesota Congressional contest three times with different recipes -- didn't take the convenience-foods path toward victory. I mean, other than the cobblestone path of tots atop the casserole. His recipe is contradictory in its complexity: It's not self-consciously hip, like the deconstructed version that once graced the menu at the now-closed Haute Dish in Minneapolis. It's also not kitschy-fun, like the hot dish on a stick (with cream of mushroom dipping sauce) at the Minnesota State Fair.
No, this recipe is sneakier than that. It conceals its sophistication in a hot dish that, on the surface, looks like the kind you'd find at any old church-basement supper. In this sense, Walz's recipe feels Midwestern to its core. It reminds me of a phrase that was repeated often enough in my youth that it became not a directive, but a way of life: Don't put on airs. The governor's hot dish doesn't put on airs -- it doesn't dare draw attention to the French techniques that give this thing its transcendent creaminess, transforming an austerity meal into something rich and delicious.

Congressional staff members prepare dishes for the ninth annual Minnesota Congressional Delegation Hotdish Competition in D.C. in 2019. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Yet seen from a different angle, Walz's hot dish is something else altogether: It's cutthroat. It's a giant slayer. It's a recipe that, desperately, wants to win. Whoever helped the governor put together this dish -- and I've been trying to figure out who -- knew what they were doing. The recipe is rock solid, down to the last grain of salt. Perhaps this bodes well for Walz's ability not just to win an election, but to find the right people to help him win.
Given what I had learned, it was interesting to me that in July, as the leading vice-presidential candidates were pressing their cases to join the Harris ticket, Walz did not give his social media followers the recipe to his 2014 hot dish. Instead, he served up an "award-winning recipe" for Tim Walz's New Ulm Hotdish. Its ingredient list includes brats, garlic powder, two kinds of canned soup and tots. I made this version, too. It's thin and clunky. It's not in the same league as the 2014 hot dish.
This switcheroo would seem to say something about Walz, too: Maybe he wanted to ease newbies into hot dish with a recipe that didn't require as much time and labor in the kitchen? Was he being considerate, or lacking faith that his followers would embrace a more difficult task? Did he just not have the 2014 recipe available in shareable form?
Yet, I suspect, the likeliest explanation is this: Walz feared the 2014 recipe would come off as too highfalutin for someone who wants to be seen as a man of the people.
Get the recipe: Tim Walz's Tater Tot Hotdish

Adding tots to Tim Walz's Tater Tot Hotdish. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)
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The do's and don'ts of shared laundry rooms
Is it ever okay to remove someone's clothes from the dryer in a shared laundry space? Experts weigh in.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-08-22
The shared laundry room occupies a strange space at the intersection of errand and community. It's a place to check a chore off your list, sure. But it's also, in many ways, a neighborhood hub -- one of the last third spaces (i.e., somewhere besides your home or office) where you don't have to buy an $8 latte to hang out for a while. It's a place for sharing news, chitchatting with neighbors and forging connections with fellow laundry warriors.
It's also a source of conflict. And it's not just laundromats. If you've ever lived in a dorm or apartment building without an in-unit washer and dryer, you know the joys and horrors of a shared laundry space, where you're as likely to run into a friend as you are the nemesis who seems to always be hogging the machines. Natural points of contention abound: clothes left in a machine long after it's beeped, dirty lint traps or a neighbor playing a loud video on their phone without headphones.
Many communal laundry spaces have rules posted, but over time, they can get lost, forgotten or ignored. If you find yourself in uncertain waters about how to be a good neighbor, don't fret. We asked laundry and etiquette experts for their best tips on how to handle some of the most common faux pas. Here's what they had to say.
Perhaps the most common laundry room etiquette argument surrounds removing someone else's clothes from a washer or dryer. On one hand, who's comfortable with a stranger -- or, maybe worse, a neighbor -- touching their undergarments? On the other hand, there are only so many machines, and it can be frustrating to delay your laundry because of someone else's poor time management skills. In the age of smartphones, how hard is it to set a portable timer?
If you find yourself in this situation, the experts agree: Ask a laundromat, dorm or apartment attendant to move the items.
"We don't really advise the customer to move someone else's clothes, because it can turn into a problem," says Myron Ward, owner of Family Laundromat in D.C. "We'd rather deal with it ourselves."
Brian Wallace, CEO of the Coin Laundry Association, says the rules might depend on the laundromat. While some owners recommend leaving clothes alone, others say it's okay to move clothes after an allotted time has passed since the cycle ended. A general guideline is to give other customers a 10-minute grace period.
Things get a bit murkier if you're in an apartment building with fewer machines than a commercial laundromat and no one on duty watching the room. In that case, Lizzie Post, the co-president of the Emily Post Institute, suggests following the rules of the establishment. If they're not marked or labeled, ask a front desk worker or a landlord for guidance.
Moving someone else's clothes, even 10 or more minutes after the cycle has ended, should be a last resort.
The easiest way to avoid judgmental glaring in a shared laundry room is to flip or remove your laundry as soon as it's finished. That means staying on-site, if possible. But if you must run an errand, Post recommends factoring in what she calls "oops time."
"I missed the bus stop, I didn't get through checkout fast enough to catch that cab, or whatever it is," she says. "You've got to factor in not just how long it would actually take you, but how long it would take you with delays."
If you anticipate an errand might take you longer than the time left on your machine, Post recommends leaving a note, especially if you're in an apartment building. Write what time you anticipate returning, say that it's all right to remove your laundry and include where the reader can find your basket, should they need it.
"A note that lets people know what's going on and what you would feel comfortable with them doing in order for them to be able to proceed and move forward with their day is really thoughtful if you're going to leave," Post says.
The only thing worse than an occupied machine is a broken one. Avoid being the cause of damaged equipment by checking your pockets before you run your cycles. Gum, ink, pens and coins can break washers and dryers, forcing other customers or neighbors to do their laundry elsewhere. Though laundromat machines are built to handle large, heavy loads, Ward advises against washing items like bath mats with rubber bottoms, which can clog a washer and melt in a dryer.
"We have guys who work in construction and don't check their pockets, so screws and drill bits can come out of their pocket and break the glass on the front of the machine if it hits the right way," Ward says.
Pet owners should also be courteous by using washing machines designated for items with pet hair. Or Wallace recommends running the soiled item through the dryer first to remove the bulk of the pet hair. Just make sure to empty the lint trap right after or let an attendant know that a locked lint screen should be cleared for the next customer.
Also avoid using too much soap, which Wallace says is among the top complaints of laundromat owners. Detergent buildup can clog valves and other washer components, preventing proper drainage and eventually damaging a machine. According to Consumer Reports, you don't need more than 1.5 ounces of detergent -- or one pod or sheet -- per load.
Laundromats -- and shared laundry rooms in apartments -- are what Wallace calls a "rush-hour business." If you prefer a room to yourself (or have a favorite machine) consider going at odd hours.
Wallace recommends doing laundry on midweek mornings. Avoid busy times: Friday evenings and any time on Saturdays and Sundays.
A laundry room where you spend a good hour or two of your time each week might feel like an extension of your living room or a place to socialize, especially if it's in an apartment building. Etiquette experts say there's nothing wrong with using the time for some friendly conversation -- especially if you're stuck there for a while -- but they also say it's not rude to politely excuse yourself.
"You're not expected, in your living zones, to be social," Post says. "It's not like ignoring people at a mixer event that you went to. It's choosing to fold your laundry or do your laundry on your own for a bit and to not engage with folks. And that really is perfectly okay."
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Miss Manners: Friends always have us over for dinner. How do we reciprocate?
They want to take their friends out to eat to reciprocate for their fun dinner parties.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-08-22
Dear Miss Manners: We live in a small beach community. Five years ago, we met a lovely couple who have a vacation home across the street. We are all semiretired. They are both gourmet chefs and entertainers, and invite us over about eight times a year. It's always fun. They also invite other couples for dinner throughout the year on other nights.
We usually take them some small gift of flowers or a book, and have taken them out on three different occasions, but we aren't the same level of skilled chefs, and the layout of their house works better for gatherings.
I've talked to them many times about taking them out to reciprocate, but they say "no need" and seem happiest as the hosts. Should I just accept that? It seems like we owe them something for their generosity.
While one is not absolutely required to reciprocate in kind, some form of reciprocation to hospitality is only polite.
Miss Manners agrees that you are not required to chase them down the street with takeout menus, but general expressions of intent are not invitations. "We would love to take you out sometime," if abandoned at the first "Really, there is no need," is not a proper invitation.
If you keep accepting their dinner invitations, you will have to issue real invitations of your own -- such as, "We would love to take you to dinner at Maxim's. How is next Friday or Saturday?"
Dear Miss Manners: I have a friend who retells the same stories over and over and over again. It's like he cannot recall telling them to me before, or he just wants to re-experience them himself -- and who cares whether I have to hear them again.
I don't know. It makes me feel very irritated. I have tried gently indicating that I have already heard that story. But that has not helped. Today, my "irritation-pot" boiled over, and I snapped at him, telling him that I had already heard that story, including the circumstances in which he last told it to me. He went silent and did not respond to my snapping comment, so I am left wondering whether he understood what I was saying -- that his retelling stories irritates me.
We are both guys, and we don't talk about feelings -- I believe that is common for men. I'm left wondering what to do about this.
Expressing your feelings as you did was what got you in trouble, and you are going to need to apologize for that.
After that, Miss Manners recommends diplomacy, humor and patience: Most people repeat themselves sometimes, usually out of habit or carelessness -- not with the intention to hurt or annoy someone. Keep that in mind the next time you say you've already heard that one, so that you can smile and, without rancor, change the subject.
Dear Miss Manners: What is the polite way to have a conversation during meals? I do not mean formal dinners, just ordinary family dinners or lunch with friends. On the one hand, we cannot talk with our mouths full. On the other, eating in silence misses the point of a shared meal, no?
Say something. Between bites, that is.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Parent offended that grandparents call babysitting 'too stressful'
Grandparents say watching a 2- and 5-year-old is "too stressful at their age," and the kids' parent is taking it personally.


By Carolyn Hax | 2024-08-22

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: Recently, my parents, 62 and 58, watched my young children, 2 and 5, while my husband and I went on a four-day trip for our anniversary. They live about five hours away, so this is not a regular request.
Following the trip, my parents stated that they could not watch the children again, as it was "too stressful at their age." I am shocked and hurt.
I get that I can't force them to spend time with their grandchildren, nor do I want someone who doesn't want to spend time with my kids around them! But it was hurtful to hear. I'm vacillating between trying to let it go and being so angry that I want to shut them down for still requesting to see the children on their terms.
So, do I work on letting go? Set tighter boundaries? Let the pettiness reign and ignore them?
-- Grandparent Grapple
Grandparent Grapple: So ... it's too stressful for their age. What's the problem here?
Being fully responsible for kids of any ages, but especially ones so needy, for days at a time actually is too much for some people. Of any age. Especially when they're getting dropped into the 24-7 responsibility role for multiple days without building up to that point with an afternoon, then a full day, then an overnight, then a weekend, etc., as local grands might have been able to do. They went from 0 to 96 hours, no brakes.
There needn't be anything personal about "no" regardless. My kids were too much for some of my relatives, entirely or for certain time stretches, and I had a choice: get mad or be glad to know.
So be grateful your parents were honest. Be really freaking grateful they did this for you the one time they did, and make other arrangements next time.
Most important, ask yourself why you're taking this as a nuclear-grade insult. They're not saying you have to "force them to spend time with their grandchildren." They're not saying your kids suck. They're saying that caring for them solo for days is too much. Face value.
Meanwhile, seeing the kids "on their terms" is what grandparents do -- that's what's so coveted about the role. Grands get to love the children bunches and breathe in all that 2-year-old cuteness and then, ahhh, leave before they get worn to a nub by all the seriously hard work.
It's worth paying some attention to maintaining proportionate reactions when it comes to how you see your kids vs. how others do, including your own parents, and whether there's history you didn't mention that's acting as an accelerant on your emotions.
You and your husband appropriately think your kids are the center of the universe, but that doesn't make them the center of anyone else's -- not even Grandma's. People can love your kids to the moon and three times around and back, and still look relieved to hand them off to you at the end of the day. Especially when they're so little.
Understanding this is healthy, and doesn't mean they're bad grandparents or you're bad parents or you have bad kids.
If there ever is something you need to be concerned about, chances are that message will come to you in the form of a pattern. In that case, getting insulted or doing any form of letting "pettiness reign" will only interfere with your ability to understand what the facts are and respond to them effectively -- a.k.a., to be a good parent to your kids.
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Asking Eric: Successful sons refuse to leave the nest
Her sons make six figures but still live at home rent-free. She's tired of the constant cooking and cleaning.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-08-22
Dear Eric: My sons are currently 26 and 24 years old. Both went to amazing colleges and currently have six-figure careers. They both moved back home when their colleges shut down for covid.
Neither son is looking to "launch" from the nest, blaming high costs of living in our area, blaming boomers for ruining the world, etc. They have a bad attitude when asked to do anything and contribute zero dollars to the household except pay their minimal student loan, car insurance and cellphone bill.
I am exhausted from constant cleaning, meal prep. The levels of entitlement and expectations are absurd. I've asked for help, suggested they each take charge of dinner one night a week (cook or takeout!) and nothing is sticking. I have even given a harsh deadline or two to the oldest. I don't know how to get them "launched" without damaging our relationships further.
PS involving their father, from whom I'm amicably separated, is useless. He has refused to take care of himself over the last 20 years, is consumed with his illnesses, is not a positive role model and now has dementia.
-- Overworked Mom
Mom: Your sons are making six figures, don't have rent, and are treating their mother as their maid? I'm calling The Hague.
They're going through a strange phase of life and think that being catered to is just "part of your job." Absolutely false.
And I don't see what boomers "ruining the world" has to do with not cleaning up the house.
At this point, you've got to make things hard in order for them to get better. Stop cooking for them, start charging them rent, take them off of your cellphone plan. Be clear with them that you have to do this because you're being treated with disrespect. The financial burden they're placing on you will impact your retirement and your quality of life.
And make the rent equivalent to what it would be in your area. How do they expect to make it in the world if they don't know how to realistically budget for the world? Putting some financial requirements on them is a way of parenting them into adulthood.
I'm going to be frank with you: it's going to cause conflict. And some of your sons' behavior may be a response to depression or trauma. You don't have to carry the burden of making everything okay, though.
Dear Eric: If someone keeps getting party invitations from someone they would rather not associate with frequently, and occasionally accepts having run out of excuses, is one obligated to reciprocate if one really doesn't want to? Should one simply decline without reasons?
-- Don't Want to Be a Guest
Guest: One of my favorite excuses for not doing something is "I prefer not to," Bartleby the Scrivener-style. You don't have to share this with the party host, of course. But "no, thank you" is a complete sentence.
You may want to have a conversation about your relationship, especially if you don't want to be around them. But if it's going to cause more trouble than it's worth, just decline.
Dear Eric: "Caught in Feelings" wrote about finding intimacy outside her marriage and your solution was to propose an open marriage. Asking for an open marriage first dodges responsibility and denies reality, which would be no better for "Caught" than her husband.
Frankly, it sounds like neither one of them is really invested and an "open marriage" will probably only lead to an even more acrimonious divorce.
-- Closed Honesty
Closed: A number of readers pointed out that although "Caught" said her husband wouldn't go for a divorce, it wasn't solely his choice to make. When a letter writer dismisses a possibility out of hand, I don't circle back to it because that feels unproductive.
However, many of you were right: "Caught," if you want a divorce, organize your finances, consult a lawyer and file for divorce. If you want to stay married, the original advice stands.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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My wife doesn't want my mom's collectible gifts. Hax readers give advice.
She calls her son's minimalist wife "disrespectful and condescending" because she won't display collectible village. 
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-08-21

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I am the youngest of five sons and newly married. More than 15 years ago, my mom created a tradition with her first daughter-in-law of starting her a collection (figurines, special dinnerware). My mom gives the collectibles for birthdays, Christmas and Easter. She does it for all her daughters-in-law.
My wife is basically a minimalist. She'd prefer no gifts or gifts that are experiences or useful. She doesn't even have a wedding ring. My mom asked her to pick a collectible, and my wife asked if it could be a theme like gardening or knitting (interests they share and can be useful). My mom refused; it had to be a figurine or dinnerware. My wife and I -- individually -- have thanked my mom for her generosity and explained that collectibles just aren't her thing.
My wife didn't choose a collectible. We've been married one year, and my mom has given my wife three pieces to a Christmas village. She expects us to display them all year long and is refusing to come to our house because my wife is being disrespectful and condescending.
The rest of the family is pressuring us to just please my mom, saying none of them like the collectibles either. Help! How do I support my wife and have a good relationship with my mom?
-- Collectibles
Collectibles: You support your wife, and let the chips fall where they may with your mother. A normal, reasonable person would stop giving such gifts once the recipient tactfully said "Thanks, but no thanks." Instead she has turned it into a battle of wills and control.
You need to step up and own this completely with your mother. This is not something your wife should deal with -- this needs to be entirely your responsibility. If your mother doesn't want to come to your house, that's her decision. Don't give in to her demands or you will never hear the end of it. Be polite, but refuse the gifts and any effort to guilt trip you. End the conversation any time she brings it up.
-- You
Collectibles: My mom is an aggressive gift-giver who spends months painting Christmas village houses as gifts, so I know of what I speak. This is so easy. Ask for a physically tiny collectible -- thimbles, coins, stamps, 45 rpm vinyl, vintage campaign buttons, interesting old rhinestone rings, antique bobbins, etc. You're a little screwed that you didn't speak up before the Christmas village -- the most aggressive and hilarious option for your mom to choose, by the way -- but there is probably time to reverse course. I say all this knowing your mom is in the wrong, but also sounds loving, and there is an easy, loving, win-win out for everyone here, so take it. If not, you might want to reflect on your own feelings about control here.
-- Basement
Collectibles: It sounds like your Mom needs a (gentle, kind) intervention! She refuses to visit if she can't see her beloved tchotchkes littering your homes? That is not appropriate behavior from an adult. Get the other family members to help (gently, kindly) explain this to your mom! Whatever occurs, the answer is not to give in to her transferred hoarding problem. If these collectibles mean so much to your mom, (apparently more than her ability to respect other people's boundaries), she should be buying them for herself, and cluttering her own home with them. You could all offer to return these collectibles to her, and buy her a few display cabinets for good measure -- if nothing else gets the message across.
-- Family Effort
Collectibles: Your wife came up with a really good idea, but it didn't work because mom wants to pretend she is giving other people gifts when the gifts are really for her. So, you pretend right back: Put the collectibles out when she visits, throw them in a closet when she isn't there. If she arrives unannounced, then tell her they had to be cleaned. I've got relatives like this. This is the path of least resistance. The paths with lots of resistance have very little additional benefit.
-- Pretend
Collectibles: A sure way to sabotage your marriage is to acquiesce to a petulant and immature grown adult at the expense of your spouse to keep the peace. I can't imagine you actually have a "good" relationship with your mom. You probably have been tap dancing around her for so long, you don't realize how tired you are.
-- Ms. B
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Do you add salt to water before or after it boils?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-08-21

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Restaurant bans little kids. What gives?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-08-21

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)
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Buckwheat adds nutty flavor to this rustic tomato galette
The crust in this savory galette relies on olive oil for extra nutrition and flavor, and requires no chilling.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-08-21

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


One of the food trends that jumped out at me as I tasted my way through nearly six football fields worth of products at the Specialty Food Association's Summer Fancy Food Show in New York this year was buckwheat. The whole grain is hardly new: It's been cultivated for thousands of years, and is the base of many traditional foods throughout Asia and Europe, such as soba noodles, crepes and kasha. But at the show I saw it used in new and exciting ways.
Two that stood out were the buckwheat granola from For Good Granola and the snack puffs from Diggables. Thinking about it, I should not have been surprised to see this ancient grain trending. It checks several hot-list boxes: Buckwheat is gluten-free (despite the name it's not a type of wheat -- it's a seed that is used like a grain); it's sustainable, used as a cover crop to help prevent soil erosion; and it's rich in fiber and protein. Plus, buckwheat's dark color gives whatever you make with it a distinctively chic flair.
Get the recipe: Tomato Galette With a Buckwheat Crust
In the spirit of innovating with buckwheat, I used it in the crust for this rustic tomato tart. Because buckwheat has no gluten, which normally holds such a crust together, it needs to be combined with regular flour for elasticity. In testing, I found a 3:1 ratio of wheat flour to buckwheat flour made the dough easy to handle while still yielding the desired nutty-tasting, dark crust. (To keep it gluten-free, a cup-for-cup gluten-free flour blend can be substituted for the wheat flour.)

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The crust relies on healthful olive oil for fruity flavor and ease of preparation. Unlike with a butter crust, you can just pour the oil in and not need to chill the dough.
The star of the filling are slices of juicy, ripe summer tomatoes, which get drained and patted dry so the crust doesn't get soggy. A handful of shredded gruyere cheese beneath the tomatoes echoes the nutty notes of the buckwheat and helps keep the crust crispy. Sliced shallots and thyme bring yet more deep flavor and perfume.
The result is a symphony of savory, the tomatoes' flavors intensified with cooking inside the crust that's reminiscent of pecan sandies cookies.
Served warm or at room temperature, it's a new way to use buckwheat that's so good I haven't been able to stop thinking about it.
Get the recipe: Tomato Galette With a Buckwheat Crust
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Want to eat sustainably? Learn to cook something new.
Small farmers say improving crop diversity is key to fighting climate change, and home cooks' lack of willingness and skills in the kitchen is an obstacle.
By Alicia Kennedy | 2024-08-21

(Illustration by Chloe Cushman for The Washington Post)


Farmers want to talk about salad. Jamie Swofford and Keia Mastrianni, who live and work at Old North Farm in Shelby, N.C., have been surprised by how well their salads with a jar of dressing have sold at the weekly farmers market where they're a vendor. "It is double the price of what we would sell a bag of greens for," Swofford says, "but we sell out of those things."
If even farmers market customers won't make their own salad dressing, one of the biggest obstacles to more diverse agriculture seems to be that people have such little time and energy to cook for themselves. Who can figure out what to do with kohlrabi when they're exhausted from work and family care? "Comfort wins every time," Swofford says. "That's why we have Walmart."
Many such shoppers surely pride themselves on the notion that they're eating "sustainably." But that notion tends to be communicated by platitudes or shorthand. There's Michael Pollan, author of "The Omnivore's Dilemma," who made the line "Eat food. Not too much. Mostly plants." into a proverb. Even pushes to eat "plant-based" or "vegetable-forward" are often confusingly vague and don't sufficiently account for distinct nutritional and economic concerns.
What's clear is that lack of agricultural diversity is at the heart of the climate change crisis -- and improving it could be a key part of the solution. According to Stefan Schmitz, executive director of the Crop Trust, climate change has caused a 21 percent decrease in agricultural land productivity over the past few decades, and increasing crop diversity could lead to the kind of resilience that might turn that trend around. To the farmers I talked to, sustainability means strong regional food systems growing esoteric vegetables and saving seeds to secure future crops as weather patterns become more and more unpredictable.
Natalie McGill of Perennial Roots Farm in Accomac, Va., offers both a vegetable and meat CSA, and says that, just as for Old North Farm, people's willingness and knowledge in the kitchen is the biggest obstacle to selling diverse crops and cuts of meat because they require varied cooking techniques.
She prints recipes to bring to the farmers market and runs a newsletter as a way of trying to get her customers to think more about what's available in their region. "I really think it's eating as seasonally as possible and leaning into those foods, and I feel like we don't do that nearly enough," she says. "I'm not stuck on the organic thing. We are organic; we are biodynamic. But I think it's more important to develop local relationships with your local farmer and aqua farmer, whether or not they're organic."
Still, it's easier to go to the supermarket, rely on the same types of vegetables and fruits that one knows how to use, and pick up meat from the case. That is, after all, the basis of the U.S. food system. It's built to be reliable, uniform and abundant, with strawberries, apples and tomatoes regardless of the season outside. Small farmers such as Swofford, Mastrianni and McGill are fighting an uphill battle to win hearts, minds and economic stability in a market that is stacked against them.
"The invention of supermarkets was about homogenizing the food supply for their own efficiencies and cost management and profitability," says Errol Schweizer, a former Whole Foods Market executive and the publisher of the Checkout Grocery Update. "It was A&P who helped create a contest to develop chickens that were more suited to consumer needs, with thicker breasts and more meat."
Reliability and uniformity have proved destructive. U.S. agriculture, thanks to lobbying efforts, is exempt from many environmental regulations. According to a report by the Union of Concerned Scientists, "runoff from agricultural operations is the leading source of pollution of the nation's rivers and streams, and the sector was responsible for more than 9 percent of US heat-trapping emissions in 2022 -- including substantial emissions of methane and nitrous oxide, both potent climate pollutants."
The issues that face the U.S. food system are structural, and that's why Schweizer says the conversation shouldn't be about personal choice. "We need to look at ... who owns different aspects of the supply chain, who's making these decisions, and how these large-scale entities are interdependent and self-reinforcing," he notes of the agreements between the corporations who control the farms, wholesalers and large grocers themselves. "This needs to happen at the level of policy."
The policy behemoth is the farm bill, which Congress has been negotiating: Every five to seven years, a new bill emerges to determine how money is spent on agriculture. Vanessa Garcia Polanco, director of government relations at the National Young Farmers Coalition, tells me the farm bill began in 1933 as a response to the environmental crisis of the Dust Bowl, as part of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal. Now, in another time of ecological crisis, two separate proposals are at play in Congress.
Money spent on lobbying to influence the farm bill has surpassed $500 million, mainly from industry that wants to continue the status quo, in which a lot of funding goes to commodity crops, such as corn and soy, that are used for livestock feed, ethanol and such things as high-fructose corn syrup, as well as the fertilizers for such crops.
To Garcia Polanco, the House proposal is "business as usual." But the Senate proposal "really took notes on everything that we learned about how fragile the global food system is, and how almost everyone had to turn to local and regional food systems at some point during the pandemic, because those were the systems that were more resilient. ... So when you ask me, 'Are we responding to the crisis or a globalized concentrated food system that is not environmentally sound?' One proposal in the Senate is, and one proposal in the House isn't."
The damage that can be done by a consolidated food system has become undeniably obvious. A Federal Trade Commission report released in March demonstrated that large grocers' profits rose during the pandemic and continued to rise, and that supply chain disruptions allowed larger retailers and wholesalers to become even more powerful and entrenched. The Department of Agriculture predicts the price of food at home will continue to go up. While Garcia Polanco and others say policy changes are urgent in order to break up consolidation and power in the agricultural and grocery sectors, the issue of personal choice remains the easiest way for those with the money and time resources to support small producers. But examples need to show how possible, and delicious, that can be.
For both Perennial Roots Farm and Old North Farm, restaurants account for a large percentage of their business, so they see a real role for hospitality in changing how desirable and approachable a more diverse array of vegetables than is found in the supermarket could be for more eaters. Chefs such as Rob Rubba of D.C.'s Oyster Oyster see their jobs as changing norms around ingredients, as well as processes; for example, Rubba's restaurant doesn't allow any single-use plastics, in addition to serving locally sourced vegetarian cuisine.
"As restaurants and as chefs, we're probably the biggest purchasers of ingredients, right?" Rubba says. "Some restaurants are doing 600 guests a night. We have that responsibility to make the right decisions and help be the tastemakers and push the narrative."
Trying to strengthen the regional food systems that support a diversity of plants and animals is no small task. Sustainable eating has no one-size-fits-all slogan: This makes it hard to explain and perhaps even harder to enact, but it also means there are multiple paths ahead -- for the farmer, eater, chef and politician. Perhaps it begins with a salad, whether the dressing is homemade or not.
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The 28 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The National Book Festival brings legions of readers and authors together, the Maryland Renaissance Festival returns, and opera fills a baseball stadium.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Chris Richards | 2024-08-22
Authors and bibliophiles descend on the Walter E. Washington Convention Center this weekend for the Library of Congress' annual National Book Festival, but the calendar is filled with a variety of events. Music lovers can hear Opera in the Outfield at Nationals Park, African rhythms at the Smithsonian, or a Bruce Springsteen tribute band outdoors in Herndon. Henry VIII and his court return to Anne Arundel County during the Renaissance Festival. The National Arboretum keeps its gates open late so visitors can soak in the evening atmosphere. Brutalist architecture meets punk at the Building Museum. Soccer powerhouses clash at Audi Field (after a fan fest), and Congressional Cemetery hosts a somber remembrance of a 210-year-old disaster.
Late Night: Capital Brutalism and DC Punk at the National Building Museum
The minimalist concrete of D.C.'s brutalist office buildings can be an acquired taste. So, too, the exhilarating, passionate hardcore and punk that erupted from the nation's capital in the 1980s. But if you love both -- and let's be honest, many locals do -- the National Building Museum has got a party for you. The museum's latest Late Night pairs after-hours viewing of the current "Capital Brutalism" exhibit, which reimagines a half-dozen unloved buildings, with a heavy performance by Scream, the Dischord stalwarts who released a new album last year -- 41 years after their first. Beer, wine and cocktails are available during the concert in the iconic Great Hall. 7 to 10 p.m. $20; $10 students.
Final Summer Evening Hours at National Arboretum
Attending an after-hours event at the National Arboretum can be an incredible experience -- exploring the shaded trails while listening for animal residents, or taking in shadows and changing colors of plant collections at twilight. This week is the last chance for the monthly extended summer hours in 2024. There's no need to register: Just show up. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Arab Music and Poetry Night at Folger Shakespeare Library
If you haven't gotten to see the Folger Shakespeare Library's new digs post-renovation, the Folger's extended-hours Friday party is an excellent time to visit. The final Folger Friday event of the summer is this week, and the evening is all about music and poetry from the Middle East. Visitors are invited to hang out in the Folger Theatre while listening to tunes from oud player Laith Alattar and his band. You can also explore the upgraded galleries that house the world's largest Shakespeare collection. 5:30 to 7:30 Free; register online for entry to indoor exhibits.
The Sports Bra pop-up at the Viceroy
This is a big weekend for women's sports in D.C.: On Friday, four-time all-star Alana Beard is being inducted into the Washington Mystics Hall of Fame. On Sunday, the Washington Spirit face the Kansas City Current at Audi Field before hosting a friendly match between English Women's Super League powerhouses Arsenal and Chelsea. And, through Monday, Portland, Ore., sports bar the Sports Bra is popping up at the Viceroy Hotel on Thomas Circle. The Sports Bra earned national attention when it opened in 2022, vowing to only show broadcasts of women's sports instead of relegating them to a soundless TV in a back corner. This takeover of the Viceroy's Figleaf bar will follow suit, centering women's games while showing off sports memorabilia and offering Sports Bra cocktail menu items, including vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free options, to match whatever you're watching. Through Monday. Free.
Korchfest at the Black Cat
Brandon Korch has been a fixture of the D.C. music scene for years, and for his 40th birthday, he's throwing Korchfest, bringing together new and old bands for which he has been the drummer. Alongside active bands Pilau and the Armors and a Carly Rae Jepsen cover band, the highlights of the bill are reunions: post-hardcore trio Hobis and Monument, an outfit that released "Goes Canoeing," one of the best albums of the 2010s emo revival. 7 p.m. $15-$20.
'Beyonce vs Gaga' at Red Bear Brewing
The monthly 'Vs.' drag brunches at Red Bear Brewing in NoMa feature talented D.C. queens performing hits by two of their favorite pop stars, back-to-back. But if you're not a morning person, take this opportunity to watch host Desiree Dick, Ana Mosity, Baphomette, Elecktra G and Fennec B. Foxx celebrate the songs of Beyonce and Lady Gaga, complete with ASL interpretation. 9 p.m. Free.
Frat Party at As You Are
Brat summer? As You Are has traded that seasonal title this Friday for frat summer. Dance to throwbacks from your basement party days and drink specials like "jungle juice" (vodka, gin, tequila, rum, simple, orange and cranberry) or "dirty white sneakers" (tequila, sour apple liqueur and pineapple) for $12.50. Unfortunately (fortunately?), 4Lokos are not included. 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Lemonade: A Refreshing Sophie Tribute Party at DC9
Forget emo nights, and dance while celebrating an artist who reminded listeners that "It's Okay to Cry" at this tribute party in honor of Sophie, the DJ-producer who died tragically in 2021. The Glaswegian trailblazer helped lay the foundation for hyperpop and worked with everyone from Madonna to Vince Staples. DJs Franxx and El Sucio will provide tunes while Brooke N. Hymen hosts drag performances. 11 p.m. $15.
National Book Festival at Walter E. Washington Convention Center
Bookworms unite each year at the National Book Festival, which hosted tens of thousands of readers at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center last year during a day jam-packed with author signings, panel discussions and story time. This year's lineup boasts more than 90 authors, so spend time consulting the schedule -- organized by genre from poetry to political history to young adult fiction to romance -- to plot out your agenda. Headliners include acclaimed authors like James Patterson, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Erik Larson and James McBride. The littlest readers can listen to book readings at Story District, featuring actor-turnedchildren's-author Max Greenfield and Newbery award winner Meg Medina. Talk show host Tamron Hall chats about her new cookbook, while opera superstar Renee Fleming joins forces with neuroscientist Daniel J. Levitin to talk about music as therapy. If you can't be there in person, check out the festival's live stream, which features most author discussions. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Free.
Opera in the Outfield at Nationals Park
For another night at Nationals Park without a single inning of baseball, there's Opera in the Outfield. The Washington National Opera's partnership with the Washington Nationals continues in August with a screening of Puccini's "Turandot" on the high-definition scoreboard at 6:30 p.m. This is the version that drew sellout crowds at the Kennedy Center this spring, with a new ending to the unfinished work from Grammy-winning composer Christopher Tin and playwright/ screenwriter Susan Soon He Stanton. The gates open at 4:30 p.m., with family-friendly activities to check out while you secure a spot in the outfield grass -- seating is available in the stands, too -- and the screening begins at 6:30. 6:30 p.m. Free. 
Maryland Renaissance Festival opening weekend
Tickets for the Maryland Renaissance Festival went on sale Thursday, and if you're interested in chowing down on a smoked turkey leg in "Revel Grove" while taking in jousting competitions and archery demonstrations, you'll want to hop to it online because dates can sell out. The festival runs on Saturdays, Sundays and Labor Day Monday from Aug. 24 through Oct. 20, and opening day sold out last year, according to Maryland Renaissance Festival artistic director Carolyn Spedden. She says the appearance of popular performers can affect sales, but weather is the biggest factor. "People often like to wait until the heat breaks," says Spedden. Makes sense, as those monk, knight, "fair maiden" and other ornate Ren Faire costumes don't seem particularly breezy. Aug. 24- 25, 31; Sept. 1-2, 7-8, 14-15, 21-22, 28-29; Oct. 5-6, 12-13, 19-20. $13-$32; free for children under 7.
Sounds of Africa concert series at the National Museum of African Art
As part of the celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of the Smithsonian's National Museum of African Art, the museum is hosting a series of four monthly concerts starring the music of the African diaspora. The can't-miss opener features keyboardist Tewodros "Teddy" Aklilu, who formed the acclaimed band Admas with three other Ethiopian refugees in D.C. in the 1970s. Their singular sound incorporated jazz-funk and electro with traditional Ethiopian music in Washington's restaurants and clubs. Aklilu's current group continues to blur genres. 7 to 10 p.m. Free.
Mobius Records' 10-Year Anniversary Party
A decade in business is worth celebrating, and mom-and-pop record shop Mobius Records in Fairfax City is pulling out all the stops for its 10-year anniversary party. Mobius is moving across the street to concert venue Earp's Ordinary for a series of sets by singer-songwriter and hometown hero Thao Nguyen, who grew up in Falls Church, along with Richmond band Keep and Alexandria's Ice Out. Try a special Mobius Records anniversary beer, brewed just for the occasion with the help of Bluejacket and Ocelot Brewing, or pick up a silk-screened poster designed by local artist Scott White. (That design will be on the commemorative beer can, too.) 6 p.m. $20.
CatVideoFest at Miracle Theatre
"Childless cat ladies" have had their moment in the media spotlight recently, but sex and/or household size should have no impact on your enjoyment of the CatVideoFest. The annual compilation packages fan-submitted clips of feline antics, well-known memes and internet oddities into one big 75-minute cat-loving supercut shown at dozens of theaters across America to raise money for cat-related organizations. Miracle Theatre on Barracks Row is hosting four screenings in coming weeks, with 10 percent of ticket sales raising money for City Dogs and City Kitties Rescue. Through Sept. 7. $6.
Caribbean Festival at Hi-Lawn
Dance to calypso and reggae, grab a bite of jerk chicken and roti or watch costumed carnival dancers at this cultural festival at the grassy bar atop Union Market. Entertainment includes Pan Masters Steel Orchestra, DJ Sprang International and KRA Reggae Band, and food comes from local joints such as the Jerk Pit, Bammy's Modern Caribbean, and Crown Caribbean Bakery & Restaurant. Or try your luck at a contest: the Jamaica Tourist Board, Barbados Tourism Authority and the Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago are hosting giveaways that include all-inclusive hotel stays. 2 to 10 p.m. $10.
210th anniversary of the Battle of Bladensburg at Congressional Cemetery
Aug. 24, 1814 is one of the darkest days in U.S. military history: The British routed poorly trained American militia at the Battle of Bladensburg, leaving the road to Washington wide open. Hours later, the Capitol and White House were in flames. Americans burned the Navy Yard rather than see it captured. Congressional Cemetery, which serves as the resting place of veterans and heroes of the War of 1812, remembers the events of 1814 in two different ways on Saturday. The public is invited to a free wreath-laying ceremony at 11:15 a.m., held by the D.C. National Guard, honoring the members of the militia (11:15 a.m., free). As part of its ongoing Speaker Series, the cemetery also hosts a ticketed talk with historian Glenn F. Williams about the battle and its aftermath, followed by a walking tour of associated graves and memorials (10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. $5).
Grounded Plant Week Picnic in Anacostia Park
Before D.C. Plant Week comes to a close, celebrate all things plant-related with DJs, vendors, bites and more in honor of Grounded's new plant store coming to Anacostia this fall. Shop eco-friendly items and houseplants from vendors, tie-dye a T-shirt or tote with natural dye, roller skate with free rental skates (with a government-issued ID card) or DIY a smudge stick with natural herbs and flowers. Expect free soft beverages and fare from local food trucks available for purchase. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
Dynasty Brewing Sixth Anniversary
Few things go together like hot wings and beer -- the perfect combo for a quick snack at a bar or a celebratory occasion. That's why wings and beer are the centerpiece of Dynasty Brewing's sixth anniversary party at its Ashburn brewery: Six wings "of varying heat" from Little Hot Chicken are paired with five-ounce pours of Dynasty beers, including the new Sixth Sense Anniversary IPA, as part of an optional $40 ticket. Attendees can also opt for a la carte food and beer, such as Superette, a brand-new double IPA created in collaboration with Ocelot Brewing, while listening to live music from Kevin Hennessy, Jimmoni, and Black Minivan, "Loudoun's baddest dad band." Noon to 10 p.m. Free-$40.
All Time Low at Merriweather Post Pavilion
Pop punkers All Time Low have spent much of 2024 celebrating two decades since they started the band during high school in Towson, Md. The year has brought them to famous venues such as Red Rocks Amphitheatre and the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. But their tour, which features a nearly three-hour, nearly chronological set list of throwbacks and new songs, culminates in two D.C. shows at the Atlantis and 9:30 Club, plus a homecoming performance at Merriweather Post Pavilion timed to the release of rerecorded throwback album "The Forever Sessions Vol. 1." 5:30 p.m. $45 to $75.
Bruce in the USA at Arrowbrook Centre Park
Would you be surprised to learn the band billing itself as "The World's #1 Tribute to Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band" got its start on the Las Vegas Strip? Two decades on, Bruce in the USA is touring more often than the Boss himself, recreating classic set lists during regular stops at festivals and clubs. The penultimate show of Fairfax County's summer concert series on the sports fields at Arrowbrook Park in Herndon provides an excellent warm-up for Springsteen's September show at Nationals Park, or a free alternative for those who don't want to pay for infield seats. 7:30 p.m. Free.
Ohgeesy at Howard Theatre
A few years ago, Shoreline Mafia was part of a new wave of LA rap that seemed primed to wash over the country thanks to its particular gift for irreverent, drug-dazed party rap. After a few years off, the former quartet is now a duo, led by Ohgeesy, who flipped Petey Pablo's crunk classic "Freek-A-Leek" into "Geekaleek," dropping insults with ease: "You ain't never had the feds investigate you/ You ain't never had the bad hoes wanna date you." 6:30 p.m. $25-$100.
Women's Equality Day Concert at the Kennedy Center
On the eve of Women's Equality Day, which celebrates the adoption of the 19th Amendment, the Kennedy Center hosts a concert devoted to women's leadership. The Power Up conference from nonprofit organization Take the Lead kicks off with a night of music from a group of women who represent a wide range of musical genres, including pianist and composer Marina Arsenijevic, indie rock trio Betty, and long-running D.C.-based a cappella group Sweet Honey in the Rock. 6:30 p.m. $50-$150.
Wow Indonesia! Festival on Pennsylvania Avenue
The Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia is celebrating 75 years of diplomatic relations with the United States with a festival that'll take over Pennsylvania Avenue NW near the Capitol on Sunday. Catch performances by Indonesian rapper Warren Hue, actress and singer Andien and singer/songwriter Stephanie Poetri; participate in a batik or mask workshop; sample Indonesian foods after a cooking demonstration; watch a parade with a showcase from Jember Fashion Carnival; or explore Indonesian products, beverages and goods from vendor stalls. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Free.
Washington Spirit Fan Fest
For fans of women's soccer, there's nowhere to be except Audi Field this Sunday. The NWSL returns from its Olympics break with a match between the Kansas City Current and the Washington Spirit -- the number two and three teams in the standings -- followed by a friendly between top English clubs Chelsea and Arsenal. (One ticket is good for both matches.) But there's plenty of action off the pitch, too: The Spirit is closing streets outside the stadium for a fan fest with food vendors; live music; a market starring local businesses; photo opportunities, including pictures with Chelsea's league trophy; games like soccer darts; a kids' zone with friendship bracelet-making stations and other activities; and, coolest of all, a braiding station that will allow fans to wear their own versions of Trinity Rodman's eye-catching pink braids. (You'll want to get there early for that.) Admission to the fan fest does not require tickets to the match. 10 a.m. until the beginning of the Arsenal-Chelsea match. Free.
Present Company Public House Fifth Anniversary
The historic firehouse-turned-neighborhood pub celebrates five years in Mount Vernon Triangle with games on the patio and specials from the kitchen and bar, including $5 watermelon old fashioneds and an all-night happy hour. 3 to 10 p.m. Free.
Women in Wine class at Planet Wine
Celebrate Women's Equality Day with a seated class at the Alexandria wine shop that highlights women winemakers and moguls. You'll learn about the history of women in the wine industry, hear from Planet Wine wine director Erin Dudley, and taste artisanal cheeses and six wines made by women. 6 to 7 p.m. $39.
Music on the Square at Strathmore
The Strathmore Square neighborhood continues its free concert series with a performance by indie folk guitarist Caldwell Gray. Expect originals alongside covers by Wilco, Aimee Mann and boygenius. There's more than music here: grab a burger from DM Sliders or shaved ice from Clayboy's before a yoga class led by OneLife Fitness. 5:30 to 7 p.m. Free.
D.C. JazzFest at the Wharf
D.C. JazzFest is celebrating its 20th anniversary with a bill that feels absolutely stacked. Where to begin? The contemplative rat-a-tat of drummer Terri Lyne Carrington? The bottomless breadth of bassist Ron Carter? The atom-splitting melodies of pianist Kris Davis? The pathfinding calm of guitarist Bill Frisell? The deep rigor of saxophonist David Murray? Whichever entry point you choose, don't be afraid to get lost in the entirety of it. Through Sept 1. $25-$500.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/08/22/best-things-to-do-dc/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



In 'Between the Temples,' Carol Kane earns your faith 
Jason Schwartzman co-stars in an unorthodox generational comedy that gets it right.
By Ty Burr | 2024-08-22

Jason Schwartzman as Ben Gottlieb and Carol Kane as Carla Kessler in "Between the Temples." (Sean Price Williams/Sony Pictures Classics)


Toward the end of Nathan Silver's "Between the Temples," there's a Shabbat dinner scene that in itself qualifies for immediate entrance into the Jewish Comedy of Embarrassment hall of fame, alongside the hero of "The Heartbreak Kid" (1972) telling his new wife he's leaving her for a shiksa and the heroine of "Shiva Baby" (2020) running into her married lover at a funeral. The genre, rooted in "The Graduate" and the early novels of Philip Roth, combines cringey generational clashes, overbearing mothers, smothered adult children and enough rugelach to feed an army. And noodging -- such noodging.
It's a tricky balancing act to find humor in stereotypes while seeing the human beings behind them -- affection and a few years of distance can help -- but "Between the Temples" walks the tightrope with wobbly yet confident grace. It matters that the movie's very, very funny. It matters more that Carol Kane's in it.
Kane, whose career spans from the immigrant wife in "Hester Street" (1975) to the eccentric landlady of TV's "Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt," plays Carla Kessler, a retired music teacher living in the Hudson Valley area. She's not the subject of "Between the Temples" but its object, a new bat mitzvah student and source of addled fascination for the movie's main character, Ben Gottlieb (Jason Schwartzman). Ben is a cantor at the local temple, at least in theory; a year after the death of his wife, he's mired in a depressive slump and can only squawk a few phlegmy notes.
His boss, Rabbi Bruce -- played by Robert Smigel, the former "Saturday Night Live" writer and voice of Triumph the Insult Comic Dog -- is patient and understanding, and besides, Ben's two mothers, Meira (Caroline Aaron) and Judith (Dolly de Leon, scary-hilarious as a control-freak recent convert), are major temple supporters. Ben's not going anywhere, in all senses of the phrase, until Carla shows up, a onetime red diaper baby seeking to officially enter the Tribe in her 70s. She remembers "little Benny" from when he was in grammar school, but only after she sees a picture of him smiling.

Caroline Aaron, Diane Lanyi, Madeline Weinstein and Dolly de Leon in "Between the Temples." (Sean Price Williams/Sony Pictures Classics)


"Between the Temples" comes off the film festival circuit as a bit of a secret handshake, a movie that didn't win many awards but that a lot of people loved. Silver, who co-wrote the script with C. Mason Wells, has an ear for a good one-liner ("In Judaism, we don't have heaven or hell; we just have Upstate New York") and a deft sight gag (Rabbi Bruce using a putter to tap golf balls into an office shofar), and he seems to have conceived the film as a 1970s throwback, with grainy cinematography and a handheld camera that sometimes gets in too close. There's a warts-and-all empathy here that's the opposite of slick.
That empathy extends to minor characters like the eligible women whom the hero's moms set him up with after filling out his profile on Jdate, or Carla's roommate (Diane Lanyi), who accidentally microdoses Ben with mushroom tea until he hallucinates an argument with his 13-year-old self (Jacob Morrell). At the same time, "Between the Temples" avoids some common indie-comedy traps and tropes, like the angelic paragon of a dead wife or the woman pushed forward by Ben's family as Miss Right who's obviously Miss Wrong. On the contrary, Madeline Weinstein gives the latter role -- the rabbi's daughter, as big a basket case as Ben -- a weary and unexpectedly wise sweetness.

Robert Smigel as Rabbi Bruce, with Jason Schwartzman in "Between the Temples." (Sean Price Williams/Sony Pictures Classics)


But it's the bond between the cantor and his former teacher/current pupil that forms the heart of "Between the Temples." Are we in "Harold and Maude" territory here or "Oedipus Rex"? Is the relationship between Ben and Carla strictly scriptural? What good is faith if it's not leavened by love? The movie keeps us guessing until that Shabbat dinner, when all the mishegoss gets poured out on the table and the audience watches, along with most of the characters, through their fingers.
The leads are terrific. Schwartzman plays Ben as a doughy sad sack who finds himself becoming lighter and lighter over the course of the film, in part because Kane is playing Carla as a form of human helium, with a great dirty laugh and a way of acknowledging sorrow while draining it of self-absorption. Silver's made something special here: a warm ensemble comedy with two slightly battered people at its center. L'chaim.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong language and some sexual references. 111 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Hunter Biden tax trial set to begin with jury selection Sept. 5
Hunter Biden, who was convicted on gun-purchasing charges in June, is accused of failing to to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 to 2019. 
By Jessica P. Ogilvie, Perry Stein | 2024-08-21

Hunter Biden is accused of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 through 2019. He has said he has since repaid the delinquent taxes. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- Lawyers for Hunter Biden sparred with prosecutors in federal court here Wednesday over what evidence should be allowed in his tax trial next month, giving a glimpse into what sordid details could be revealed about the lavish spending and sex life of the president's son while he was addicted to drugs.
The trial is scheduled to begin with jury selection on Sept. 5 and opening statements on Sept. 9, U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi said. Prosecutors and defense attorneys said they expect the trial to take up to eight days in court, plus two days for jury selection.
A Delaware jury found Biden guilty in June in an unrelated trial on three felony gun charges. He is scheduled to be sentenced on Nov. 13.
In Los Angeles, Biden is accused of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 through 2019. The charges include failing to file and pay taxes, tax evasion and filing false tax returns. Three are felonies and six are misdemeanors.
Biden has pleaded not guilty and has said he has since repaid the government his delinquent taxes.
Wednesday's pretrial hearing coincided with the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, where his father celebrated Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential candidacy after deciding not to run for a second term in November.
With the elder Biden out of the race, the once-intense political interest of Republicans in Hunter Biden's legal troubles may wane. But the trial will still once again spotlight the Biden family's dark years after Hunter Biden's brother, Beau Biden, died of brain cancer.
Both federal indictments focus on a period when Hunter Biden admits he was addicted to crack cocaine. At the time, he earned money from controversial contracts he had with foreign businesses.
The gun trial showcased the behind-the-scenes drama in the Biden family, with relatives taking the witness stand to describe Hunter Biden's years of drug addiction. He was convicted of lying in 2018 about his drug use on paperwork to buy a gun, and of illegally possessing that gun.
The Los Angeles trial will center on more-complicated tax charges and could delve into Biden's sex life -- much of which he chronicled in his 2021 memoir. Among the accusations laid out in the nine-count indictment is that Biden wrote off money he paid sex workers as business expenses on his tax forms.
Prosecutors said Wednesday that discussing such details in court -- and potentially calling witnesses that can speak to his relationships with the sex workers -- is necessary to make their case.
Biden's attorney Mark Geragos said such salacious details are not necessary for a trial about tax charges and are only intended to impugn his client's character in the eyes of the jury.
"They want the bad acts, they want the character assassination, they want to slime him because that is the whole purpose -- making him look bad is hopefully what will get the jury past the idea of 'Wait a second, he did file the taxes?'" Geragos said in court.
Scarsi suggested that he would allow details about Biden's sex life, but warned that testimony could not get too graphic.
"I really want to stay away from any explicit testimony that can't be sanitized -- we don't need to know specifics about actions that occurred between two people. Witnesses have been allowed to meander into areas that weren't appropriate, and I don't want to get into that here," Scarsi said.
The judge ruled on a few other motions dictating what would be allowed at trial, including saying that defense attorneys could not mention the long-ago death of Biden's mother and sister to explain his drug addiction and the actions alleged in the indictment. But Biden's team is allowed to discuss the more-recent death of his brother to the jury, though not as a way to justify his actions.
Biden's indictments on the tax and gun charges almost didn't happen. Last summer, he reached a tentative agreement with prosecutors to plead guilty to two misdemeanor tax-related charges and admit to the facts of a gun charge.
But that plea deal fell apart after a Delaware judge questioned some of its terms. Soon after, U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland named U.S. Attorney David Weiss of Delaware, who had been leading the investigation, as special counsel. The appointment gave Weiss more independence than a typical U.S. attorney has, along with clear authority to file charges outside Delaware, paving the way for the tax indictment in California.
Stein reported from Washington.
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Commanders send wideout Jahan Dotson to Eagles in rare in-division trade
Washington also sent Philadelphia a fifth-round pick in exchange for a 2025 third-rounder and two seventh-round picks.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

The Commanders traded receiver Jahan Dotson to the Philadelphia Eagles two years after drafting him in the first round. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


In a major shake-up to their receiving corps, the Washington Commanders made a rare in-division trade and sent former first-round pick Jahan Dotson and a 2025 fifth-round pick to the Philadelphia Eagles for a 2025 third-round pick and two 2025 seventh-round picks.
The deal closes an underwhelming 18 months for Dotson after he impressed as a rookie and ends his run in Washington only two years after the team selected him in the first round of the 2022 draft.
"The guy's got speed, he's got playmaking ability," former coach Ron Rivera said after the team traded back from No. 11 to No. 16 to draft Dotson out of Penn State. "He's got some competitiveness when the ball's in the air. He's kind of like Terry [McLaurin] in the fact that he's not like the biggest guy, but the 50/50 balls, he has the ability to go up and get those."
Regarded as one of the more polished route-runners coming out of college, Dotson flashed big-play ability early as a rookie, despite missing five games because of a hamstring injury. But he struggled to replicate that success in 2023, when Washington's offense as a whole lacked production and cohesiveness.
Dotson had four dropped passes last season, an issue that persisted in training camp to raise questions about his competitiveness and strength at the catch point.
He played more than 30 snaps in the preseason opener against the New York Jets, raising even more red flags about the team's plan for him and its view of him; most of Washington's offensive starters played only a series in that game.
When asked last week about the No. 2 receiver spot and Dotson's workload, Coach Dan Quinn said "we are right in the middle of it" and the job was up grabs -- and that Dotson would play a similar number of snaps in the second preseason game against the Miami Dolphins. He played 23 snaps, five more than McLaurin, the Commanders' leading receiver.
The message then was clear -- to Dotson and others teams. According to one person with knowledge of the team's inner workings, the Commanders received multiple offers for Dotson in recent days after seeing how much he played in the preseason opener and after hearing Quinn's comments.
That Washington gave up an additional fifth-round pick in the trade and received a third-rounder and two seventh-rounders in return reflects the depreciated value of Dotson at a time when some of the league's top receivers are earning more than $25 million a year.
The deal also creates a receiver swap between the Commanders and Eagles; Olamide Zaccheaus spent the 2023 season in Philadelphia and signed with Washington in free agency. He was listed on the first unofficial depth chart as one of the Commanders' starting receivers and was mentioned by Quinn as a player who has impressed in the early going of camp.
This story is developing and will be updated.
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Commanders acquire kicker Cade York in trade with Browns
Washington's kickers have struggled throughout training camp and the preseason. York has not kicked in a regular season game since his rookie year in 2022.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

Cade York, a former fourth-round pick by the Cleveland Browns, was traded to the Washington Commanders.  (AP Photo/David Richard)


In an effort to end their kicker saga, the Washington Commanders sent the Cleveland Browns a conditional seventh-round draft pick to acquire Cade York, according to one person with knowledge of the deal. The team also announced it released kicker Riley Patterson and signed safety Sheldrick Redwine.
The Browns selected York in the fourth round of the 2022 draft after he started three years at LSU, setting the record for longest field goal in program history (57 yards against No. 6-ranked Florida in 2020) and making 54 of 66 collegiate attempts. He also connected on 164 of 168 extra points at LSU.
York earned AFC special teams player of the week honors after a pro debut in which he nailed a game-winning 58-yard field goal against the Carolina Panthers. He converted 24 of 32 field goal attempts and 35 of 37 extra-point attempts during his rookie season in 2022.
But after early struggles for York the following summer, Cleveland acquired former Commanders kicker Dustin Hopkins in a trade with the Los Angeles Chargers, and York was waived.
After a brief stint on the Tennessee Titans' practice squad, York signed to the New York Giants' roster; he was waived, added to the practice squad and then added to injured reserve after suffering a quad injury in practice.
York resigned with Cleveland as a free agent in March, but he has not kicked in a regular season game since his rookie season there. He connected on both field goal attempts, including one from 55 yards, in two preseason games this month.
York joins a Washington team that has been searching for a kicker since June, when it cut Brandon McManus after two women alleged he sexually assaulted them on a team flight with the Jacksonville Jaguars last season.
The Commanders signed Ramiz Ahmed after he spent a season with the Birmingham Stallions of the United Football League and later claimed Patterson off waivers from Jacksonville to create competition for the job. But the two struggled throughout training camp and preseason, especially from 45 yards and out, and Ahmed was released after the preseason opener.
In two preseason games, Patterson has connected on only 2 of 5 field goal attempts, hitting the upright on a 39-yarder against the New York Jets, then missing wide left and wide right on 49- and 43-yard attempts, respectively, against the Miami Dolphins.
"We've got work to do," Coach Dan Quinn said of the team's kicking situation after the loss in Miami. "We've got practice next week. We'll see where it takes us. But I was pleased to see Riley come back. ... In pregame, I think he hit over 60 yards today. So he was really ready. So those are hard when you don't nail the performances when you really feel ready. So we've got work to do there."
The Commanders may not be done looking for help at the position. When rosters have to be trimmed to the initial 53 ahead of the season next week, Washington could still scour the waiver wire for another kicker.
To add more competition to the safety corps and special teams, Washington signed Redwine, another former fourth-round pick by the Browns. Redwine, 27, was selected in 2019 out of Miami and has spent time with six NFL teams over the last five years, including the Cowboys. He signed to Dallas's practice squad last year and was activated for one game. His training camp was hindered by a hamstring injury, and the team released him Tuesday.
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Full circle behind center: The uncanny parallels of Jayden Daniels and RGIII
The two quarterbacks -- separated by 12 years -- share plenty in common. But the circumstances for the current rookie are also quite a bit different.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-08-22

(John Munson/AP; Tom Pennington/Getty Images)


The coach stood behind a microphone in Ashburn to talk about his rookie quarterback. His words made complete sense.
"You want them to be able to believe in themselves," he said. "You want them to have that arrogance like they are the best at what they do. The great ones do have that confidence level."
That's what Jayden Daniels has, a swagger of self-belief. But that confidence, combined with uncommon ability, can lead to issues. Veteran players understand that.
"As a player, especially the type of player he is, he's going to always have it in his head: 'I got to make the best out of every play,'" the most senior wide receiver said. "But in this league, when he gets the experience of being out there, he'll realize that the stuff he did in college ain't going to always work because these linemen and linebackers are fast, man."
Experience matters -- even for a Heisman Trophy winner, even for a player taken with the second pick in the draft. Not just now, as training camp pushes toward the final preseason game, but in the regular season looming beyond that, when each game, each drive, each snap will be a data point on which to build.
"In the games, things will open up a lot more and I'll be able to get the ball out of my hands," the quarterback said. "It just comes with time. You have to know when to run, when not to run, when to get the ball out of your hands -- and when to put the ball in the dirt."
The Jayden Daniels era begins in Washingt ...
Wait. These notebooks seem kind of old.
Oh, sorry. That first quote isn't from Dan Quinn, in his first season guiding the Commanders. That next one is wrong, too. It's not Terry McLaurin, entering his sixth year as Washington's top wideout.
And that last one isn't from Daniels, the Heisman winner from LSU and the unquestioned Week 1 starter.
Sorry. I need to clean out my laptop carrier more regularly. Those words are from a dozen Augusts ago -- first Mike Shanahan the coach, then Santana Moss the receiver and finally Robert Griffin III, the rookie quarterback who won the Heisman and was taken with the No. 2 pick.
Only whiffed by 12 years, one owner, two team names, three head coaches, a bazillion receivers and -- get this -- 13 starting quarterbacks wedged in between.
So much about the circumstances and situations in 2012 are different from those this summer. But the importance of the position Washington can never seem to get right remains.
"I am the quarterback, the face of the team and the face of the franchise," the quarterback said. "We all understand that."
Shoot. That wasn't Daniels, either. That was Griffin.
It's true the NFL of 2024 has evolved from the NFL of 2012. It's also true Washington's franchise then -- with Daniel Snyder as its meddling owner and an outdated name and logo still on its uniforms and helmets -- doesn't resemble the team now. That's a positive.
Sure, there's no guarantee Quinn will succeed as coach, that new general manager Adam Peters will excel at building a roster or that still-new owner Josh Harris will figure out how to restore his childhood team to what it once was. But place them up against Shanahan working with Bruce Allen and under Snyder -- a duo of doom if there ever was one -- and the new group has a better chance. A much better chance.
Even with all the differences -- differences in all of the places that matter -- the similarities between Daniels and Griffin are stark. That's not even in personality and playing style, though there are some there. But more in the accomplishments they have already, the circumstances in which they enter the league and the franchise-altering expectations that follow them.
It's a lot. In both situations, it's a process. Deep breaths.
"Three years from now, he'll probably have it," the coach said. "That's usually how long it takes. It takes some time. Sometimes, depending on your supporting cast, it's a little bit easier than other times, but you try not to throw all the pressure on the quarterback coming in."
That could have been Quinn on Daniels from Wednesday. It was Shanahan on Griffin from 2012.
It's just uncanny. Yes, both players are exceptionally gifted dual-threat quarterbacks. Therefore, the conversation topics each spurs are almost the same. My colleague Sam Fortier watched 3,600 plays from Daniels's high school and college career -- nice life, Sam -- to determine whether he would slide to protect himself. You don't need 20/20 hindsight to find those same conversations about Griffin.
When to throw? When to run? When to eat the ball? When to throw it away? When to try to make something happen? It could be Griffin. It could be Daniels. The years are different. The topics are the same.
This will be the same, too: How does the QB react when things don't go the right way? Because that's inevitable.
"When you make a mistake, especially when you're in the position [he] is in, everyone is watching to see how you respond," one veteran said. "Do you get down? Do you run from it? Or do you face up to it and move on?"
By now, you're on to this bit. That wasn't a Commander this week in Ashburn. That was longtime Washington linebacker and special teams ace Lorenzo Alexander all those years ago.
On Monday, Quinn named Daniels the starter for Week 1 at Tampa Bay. He will be the franchise's first rookie quarterback to start the opener since -- you guessed it -- Griffin in 2012.
But let's have the similarities end there. To succeed in this spot, Daniels must stay healthy on the field and remain grounded off it, keeping his body intact while accepting the leadership of those above him. Griffin could do neither. A dozen years after his comet of a rookie season, his career is long over. His legacy is decidedly mixed.
Jayden Daniels is his own man, his own player. This is a new time and, in so many ways, a new team. May he thrive on his own merits.
"He's what I call a difference-maker, a franchise quarterback," the coach said. "They can make plays when there's nothing there. And, usually, the great ones do that."
Shoot, another old notebook. That's not Quinn on Daniels. That's Shanahan on Griffin -- again. But who can tell?
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Jamin Davis is learning a new position to give the Commanders an edge
The Commanders are considering converting the 2021 first-round pick into an edge rusher after his three years at inside linebacker were up and down.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-08-22

Jamin Davis, shown at practice Wednesday in Ashburn, stood out for the Commanders during their preseason game last weekend. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post) 


When Washington Commanders practice ends, Jamin Davis's second practice usually begins. The 2021 first-round pick leaves one field at the team's training facility and heads to another with assistant linebackers coach Ryan Kerrigan.
For 15 to 30 minutes, Davis receives personalized direction from the franchise's all-time sacks leader on technique and the nuances of playing on the edge, a position Coach Dan Quinn and his staff asked Davis to learn this offseason.
"I feel like it's given me a chance to just really cut it loose and just go hunt some quarterbacks, honestly," Davis said during organized team activities in June. "I'm having real fun with it right now and just going to see [where] this thing takes me."
Quinn had said the plan was to test Davis's skills on the edge but also continue to work him at linebacker. So far in the preseason, he has played almost exclusively on the line, save for a few snaps.
Adding versatility to Davis's game could be a win for everyone.
Washington signed Dorance Armstrong and Clelin Ferrell to start at defensive end, but it could use help with the pass rush. If Davis can be productive, that might just land him his next contract -- in Washington or elsewhere.
Washington drafted Davis 19th overall largely because of his potential and physical traits. He started just one season at middle linebacker for Kentucky and impressed. At his pro day, Davis (6-foot-3, 234 pounds) showed even more, running a 4.47-second 40-yard dash and posting a 42-inch vertical jump, which would have been a record for an off-ball linebacker if done at the NFL combine.
But Davis struggled playing off the ball in Jack Del Rio's defense. And his issues as a rookie carried over into the following two seasons. What Davis lacked -- and still lacks, in the final year of his contract -- is experience and refinement.
"We're trying to really push him specifically on the versatility," Quinn said in June. "... We're adding parts to his game that maybe we didn't use and we're certainly trying to explore that."
Davis's willingness to learn a new position impressed the staff and, combined with his progress, seems likely to secure his place on the roster. Davis's play thereafter will determine his future.
Kerrigan and defensive line coach Darryl Tapp have been working with Davis since the spring, spending time with him to drill the details of the position.
The extra effort has led to results.
"You never know how someone might respond to that, but he was all about it," Kerrigan said. "He's a big guy. He's a fast guy. He knows that he's got a skill set that translates well to the edge, so it's been really fun because he's got so much ability and he just keeps getting better every day with the technical aspect of it. That's what defensive line play and being on the line of scrimmage is largely about -- your technique and your fundamentals."
In the Commanders' preseason opener at the New York Jets, Davis played 19 defensive snaps and had back-to-back run stops from the edge in the first quarter.
"You're talking about a guy that's played off the ball the first three years of his career and put him on the line of scrimmage -- things start happening a lot faster," Kerrigan said. "So you got to learn different skills. Your hands have to be ready to attack quicker. You just got to be ready to trigger off the ball quicker. When you go from off the ball to on the ball, they're different worlds."
Against the Miami Dolphins in the Commanders' second preseason game, Davis batted a pass by quarterback Skylar Thompson in the second quarter. On consecutive plays in the third, he chased down quarterback Mike White for a hit and then strip-sacked him. Davis beat Dolphins tackle Patrick Paul (the brother of Commanders tackle Chris Paul) inside to bring down White and knock the ball loose; defensive end Andre Jones recovered it.
"That was a big step," Quinn said after the game. "When you put that much work in, it's nice to be rewarded for that. ... He's getting close to what we want to see. Even before the sack, he did a nice job on the keeper that was a rollout and you just felt his speed."
Rookie offensive tackle Brandon Coleman continues to be held out of team drills because of a pectoral injury he suffered before the preseason opener. The Commanders listed him as the starting left tackle on their first unofficial depth chart, but if he can't play in Sunday's preseason finale against New England, it's fair to wonder whether he'll start in Week 1.
In the meantime, he has focused on what he can do mentally to stay in sync with his linemates, taking note of their tendencies to try to make his return seamless.
"That chemistry more than anything is just the mental part of the game," Coleman said. "During camp, I saw how each interior player plays and how every tackle plays. When I watch film and watch them play, I see that, too, and make mental notes, like, 'Okay, this is how Nick [Allegretti] likes to play certain things' versus 'This is how Sam [Cosmi] likes to play certain things.' You got to be in communication with them all the time, which I've been doing. Just trying to stay on the same page as them."
Defensive tackle Johnny Newton, a second-round draft pick, did not practice again Wednesday because of his latest setback, which Quinn described as a soft-tissue injury not related to his recent foot surgery. Newton recovered from one Jones fracture before the draft but was found to have another Jones fracture in the other foot.
"We're going to try to ramp him up toward the end of this week and hopefully into practice for next week," Quinn said. "He's hit all the marks that we're wanting him to, but we're just trying to make sure there are no setbacks. He worked so hard, so I want to make sure we just don't miss one thing of it."
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